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description of the day of Judgment – (Paley) 
 
Terrible and alarming prospect! here the powers of eloquence loose all their effect; and the most 
elevated genius is far too languid, lifeless, & insipid to describe a scene so solemn and 
tremendous. Who, tho’ he spoke with a voice melodious as that of an angel, – tho’ all the graces 
of celestial eloquence flowed from his life – could do justice to a subject so awful and amazing? 
A Scene which so far transcends every picture which the most sublime imagination can form, 
must certainly baffle every effort of description; but tho it is impossible to covey any but a faint 
idea, after all our labor, let us, nevertheless, attempt the task, as it must be highly edifying, leave 
a lasting impression on the heart susceptible of good dispositions.   
 Imagine the day arrived, & all nature waiting, in silent expectation, to receive its last 
doom; the [?] and destroying angels to have their instructions, and every thing to be ready of the 
fatal hour; and then, as when a signal given, the trumpet sounds; the universe groans at the 
terrific blast: monuments burst asunder, the tomb surrenders up the dust which has slept there 
from immemorial time:_ the illustrious to the obscure, the virtuous to the bad: Christians, infidels, 
multitudes of every tribe peoples and language; all who have ever existed from Adam down to 
the present moment – all, all arise! How, every moment the mighty concourse swells! They form 
around like gathering torrents, and overflow the earth, numerous as the drops of rain or stars of 
heaven; millions crowding on millions; stupendous tumult! It is all inconceivable alarm and 
consternation.      But, who is that sublime and beautious form descending from the skies, 
encompassed with unnumbered hosts of angels? Jesus, the Son of God! The Judge of man! And 
is this the despised Nazarine, the persecuted wanderer; who, while on earth, had not where to 
recline his weary head? Is this the Man of Sorrow, who was barbarously crucified on Calvary, 
and expired between two thieves, loaded with disgrace, and exhausted with agonies? Yes, it is 
the same. But what a change! What majesty! What inconceivable magnificence! Behold those 
temples, which were once so cruelly torn with thorns, now crowned with a diadem of glory, too 
dazzling for mortal sense to bear. Behold that hand into which his murdering foes once put the 
reed in derision, now holding scepter of the universe! Yet amidst that glory of grandeur that 
surrounds him, the amiable makeup which dignified the man of sorrow still appeared, while [?] 
of complacency? and benevolence conspicuously mark his divine lineaments.  
 
He separates the promiscuous multitude as a shepherd divides the sheep from the goats; the good 
are [ranged?] on his right hand, the wicked on the left: all, even the just themselves wait in 
trembling expectation at the [?] tribunal – but how different are their sensations from those of the 
guilty! Pious confidence, hope and joy, arising from a consciousness of their integrity, the 
thought of their Redeemer’s atoning blood, are mingled with their fears; but what imagination 
can conceive the horrors of the latter! They already hear the dire sentences thundering in their 
ears; they anticipate the doom which must soon await them: what wd they give now for a few of 
these moments, which they so imprudently squandered away in gaiety and sensual pleasure, to 
make their peace with heaven! – the opportunity is gone for ever! And now, behold the Eternal 
King of glory turning towards the assembly on his right hand with smiles that inspire 



inconceivable delight – dignity, blended with mildness, in his brow, he addresses them with a 
voice that breathes immortal love, and invites them to the engagement of those beatific scenes 
which had been prepared for them before the foundation of the world. What language can 
describe the effect of these [reviving?] accents on the minds of the just! What gratitude! What 
triumph! What ecstasy overflow their hearts, and sparkle in their eyes! Ten thousand brilliant 
convoys from above attend them and angels congratulate them on their happy resting, and waft 
them on their soaring wings to the mansions of eternal day. Oh, what immutable prospects are 
here! Whatever ancient poets have feigned of the Elysian fields; whatever the imagination has 
formed in her [?] flights, is here more than realized – But how dire a contrast is exhibited in the 
looks of these at the left hand of their offended judge, when darting at them from his lowering 
and indignant brow, the lightening of his vengeance, he pronounces in their ear the decisive and 
irrevocable sentence, which consigns them to the region of endless night.  
 
They cast a farewell look on the beatific regions, and see the heavenly Jerusalem extending her 
jasper walls far and wide; her Sun the glory of the Deity, Shinning forth with a degree of luster 
which exceeds every thing that the most brilliant fancy can conceive  of the astonishing and 
sublime. This scene of brightness, more than [stupendous?], compared with which the splendor 
of ten thousand suns were darkness but [augments?] their anguish. These are the abodes of 
infinite delight but alas! Not for them. They deeply [?] and lament their loss – but oh! too late! 
Tis irreparable! They depart, with inexpressible reluctance, to begin their fate in a ruinous world 
– Now the scene begins. All the treasures of fire in heaven and earth are open! The final 
dissolution O world is begun! Tremendous thunders roll! Piercing lightnings dart from every 
quarter, blaze crowding on blaze, in rapid succession; the mighty pillars of creation tremble; it is 
all astonishment, confusion and terror! Dissolved by the overwhelming flame, the solid 
mountains run down in streams; and contrary to the sacred laws of nature, the rivers reverse their 
course, and hurry back to their fountain-head – Every [?] and island is moved out of its place. 
What a scene does the face of the earth display! Towers, palaces, temples, all sinking in the dire 
conflagration! Where are now the mighty cities, the seats of luxury, pomp, and magnificence, 
whose stately domes and aspiring turrets seemed to threaten heaven? The melody of the harper 
and musician, and the enchanting voice of the singer are heard in them no more. But it is not 
Cities only, the works of men’s hands, but the hills, the mountains, and the rocks are melted, as 
was before the sun, and their place is no where found. Here stood the Alps, a prodigious range, 
the load of the earth; this huge mass is dissolved like a tender cloud into rain: here stood [?], 
whose lofty top reached the clouds, all these are vanished, and swallowed up in one general 
destruction; and heaven and earth are mingled together in one prodigious ruin.  
 

Acts 20.32 
 

And now, brethren, I commend to God, ad to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up, 
and to give you an inheritance among all them which are sanctified. 
 
What form of Christianity called Methodism received its origin at the University of Oxford 
among the students of that Institution. Two young men, John and Charles Wesley, in reading the 
Bible saw that they could not be saved without holiness – followed after it and excited others to 
do so. The two Wesleys were soon joined in the study of the Scriptures by several men of their 
acquaintance, among the rest, the celebrated George Whitfield and James Hervey, the author of 



the Meditations. They were called Methodists by their fellow students, because of the regularity 
of their lives, and the systematic manner of spending their time. This society of Bible readers 
was formed a little more than one hundred years ago, and at the expiration of eight years their 
number amounted to fourteen persons. Thus you perceive that Methodism originated with some 
of the most learned men of England, and like every other great enterprise, its progress at first was 
slow and doubtful, but continued to rise and prosper until it has long since astonished the whole 
Christian world with its unparalleled success. After Mr. Wesley had finished his studies, he 
received holy orders in the Church of England, and embarked for this country in the character of 
a missionary to the Cherokee Indians in the State of Georgia. Being unsuccessful in this pious 
work, he returned to his native land about three years after his arrival in the United States. Soon 
after his return, he professed a change of heart for the first time, although he had been a minister 
of the gospel for several years. While some individual was reading Luthers preface to the 
Romans and describing that change which god works in the soul of the by faith, he says “I feel 
my heart strangely warmed; I felt that I trust did trust in Christ alone for salvation, and I [rec’d?] 
an assurance that God had taken away my sins, and saved me from the law of sin and death.” 
From this auspicious moment he enjoyed communion with God, and commenced preaching 
salvation by faith the witness of the Spirit, and the love of God shed abroad in the heart. The 
consequence was the commencement of a great and glorious revival of primitive religion which 
has been in progress form that time until the present. 
The Methodist E. Church was not fully organized in this country until 1784 which was soon after 
the conclusion of the revolutionary struggle. While most other denominations are [coequal?] 
with the first settlement of this country, Methodism has been established as a church but 56 years. 
Since which time it has become by far the largest denomination in our country. 
  
The mustard seed which was planted in New York 71 years ago has sprung up and flourished 
under the influence of cultivation until it has become a large and beautiful tree. Its branches have 
extended from the [st. Mary’s] in the east, to the Rocky Mountains in the west, from the state of 
Main in the north to Texas in the south, and the people are seeking shelter there under its foliage 
in every part of our land. 
What hath God wrought through the agency of Methodism in fifty years? Eight or ten Collegiate 
institutions, on University, and forty or fifty academies are in successful operation under the 
patronage of the Church. More than two thousand itinerant ministers are traveling over this 
continent proclaiming the doctrines of the cross – four or five thousand local preachers, 
employed in a more limited sphere, but promoting the same great work – A membership 
amunting to more than seven hundred thousand persons of every rank profession, and 
employment, form the lowest to the very highest grade in society. We have sought the degraded 
sons of Africa, the Indian tribes of the wilderness, as well as the learned, the polite, and wealthy 
citizens of our country. For we believe that God designs the salvation for all men, but not many 
mighty, not many noble after the flesh are ever induced to engage in that service whose work is 
easy and whose burden is light.  
 
The question now arises, how has this great work been accomplished? In view of such unparalled 
 success, and rapid increase, this is a question of the highest importance, and should be deeply 
consider’d by all who desire to promote the Redeemers Kingdom in the earth. We believe that 
the prosperity of the Methodist E. Church may be ascribed chiefly to the purity of her doctrines 
propagated by an itinerant ministry. Take away our itinerancy, and you sap the foundation of 



Methodism. Take away our itinerancy and you take away the waeen[?] power wheel of our 
machinery – take away our itinerancy and Methodism we believe [?] soon be obliterated from 
the face of the earth. 
There are three thousand three hundred travelling preachers scattered over the continent at the 
present time, under the direction of the Church. And when we consider that they have given up 
the pursuits of the and the privilege of selecting their own fields of labor—when we consider 
their sacrifices, their toils, and their usefulness they certainly deserve the sympathies and prayers 
of all love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity. In propagating the gospel by our itinerant ministry, 
we believe, that we have followed the example of Christ and his Apostles. The world was their 
parish – they went about continually doing good, and were abundantly successful in winning 
souls to the service of God. 
 
The above reflections have been suggested by the words of our text, and the fact that we appear 
before you on this occasion to deliver our final message. The great apostle to the Gentiles was 
emphatically a travelling preacher. The most predominant trait in his character was the strong 
desire evinced in all his movements to extend the religion of the Bible to every nation under 
heaven. It was this which never allowed him to remain in Palestine and Syria, and which so 
powerfully impelled him to foreign parts. The portion of some others was Judea and its 
[environs], but his mission was directed to other nations, and his allotment was the whole of the 
Heathen world. Thus he began his career among the different nations of Asia Minor, and when 
this limit became too restricted for him, he went with equal confidence to Europe, and here 
likewise, with the same indefatigable spirit, he finally circulated his plans even to the Pillars of 
Hercules. In this manner St. Paul prepared the overthrow of two regions, that of his ancestors and 
that of the heathens. 
During the Apostles third missionary tour he visits the City of Ephesus,where he preached the 
gospel with great success and after visiting  various other places, he intended to return to 
Ephesus, but being pushed for time he sent for the elders of the Church to Meletus, to whom he 
delivered a most touching, sensible, and instructive charge which should be deeply considered by 
every Christian minister. This important pastoraly charge is so full of interest, and so beautifully 
expressed that we deem it important to give it in the language of the Apostle: (Read from the 17th 
to the 32 verse inclusive.) from this subject we learn 
 
I. How the Christian Minister should dispose of his flock when called to bid them adieu.  
1. He should commend them to God. This he should do, because the Almighty is an eternal, 
independent and self-existent being – illimitable in his immensity, inconceivable in his mode of 
existence, and indescribable in his essence, merciful and gracious, abundant in goodness and 
truth, forgiving iniquity, transgression, and sin, not willing that any should perish, but that all 
should come to repentance.  
The Christian Minister should commend his people to God, because he is the author of salvation, 
the author of our existence, the liberal donor of every good and perfect gift, and the proper object 
of all true and religious worship.  
We whould commend you to God, because his providential care is constantly exercised over his 
saints, by which he restrains the wrath of man, by which he screens them from temporal 
judgments, and by which all things work for their good. 
 



We would commend you to God, because without his favor there is no happiness in the present 
life, death will prove to be a time of terror and dismay and eternity a scene of dread realities. A 
man may drag out a wretched existence without religion – he may strive to believe that the Bible 
is a system of fables, and that death is an eternal sleep – he may thrive to silence the clamors of 
conscience by the pleasures of the world, he may laugh and talk whistle, and talk and trifle; but 
the day of dread decision will soon arrive – the hour of death is an honest hour, an di f a man has 
neglected the service of God, how the frantic soul [?] [?] the walls of her clay tenement, runs to 
each avenue and shrieks for help! Conscience roar like the hungry lion, and he is ready to wish 
that he had never been born.  
When Belshazzar saw the fingers of a man’s hand writing his doom upon the plaster of the wall, 
his face turned as pale as death, his whole body trembled, and his knees smote with terror. And 
what must be the feelings of a sinner when about to die – when the shades of death are gathering 
around him, and the light of eternity is dawning upon him – when friends cannot save and 
medicines cannot cure. 
What must be his reflections when he wakes up for the first time in eternity, and discovers all 
that the Bible has said is true! He would give Ten thousand worlds if he had them to live his time 
over again; but alas! His day of grace is ended, his fate is sealed, and he must be damned, and 
damned forever! 
When the poet flutter’d over the shades of eternal night he saw one wretch condemned to die in 
the abode of endless death and [?] _ _ _ 
But blessed be the name of our God, we are yet within the  reach of mercy, we are yet the 
prisoners of hope, we are yet in the land of the living, we may yet attain pardon and peace 
through the blood of the Lamb. We would then commend you to God for the last time – Come to 
the throne of grace meekly and obtain mercy through Jesus Christ – here bring your wounded 
heart, earth hath no sorrows that heaven cannot heal.  
 
II. We commend you in the second place to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up 
and to give you an inheritance among all them that are sanctified.  The work  rise and pro? Of 
a religion in the lord is here represented under the idea of erecting a building the order, manner 
and content of which are [?] in the scriptures of eternal truth, to which we shall [?] call your 
attention. 
 
1. In the first place we learn that the soul of man which was formerly the habitation of  God’s is 

in a state of ruin, the whole land is sick and the whole heart is faint the memory is forgetful 
and treacherous, the will is in determinate and without energy to resist the impeniosity(?) of  
the passions and appetites, the affections are deceitful and turbulent and the conscience is 
disturbed with guilt and pain.  When our first parents violated that law which had been given 
them for the trial of their faith they entailed misery and death upon the whole of their 
posterity.  We bring with us into the world a depraved nature by which we are constantly 
inclined to do evil.  Hence the necessity of a new creation in order to be prepared for the pure 
society of heaven.”Verily, verily I say unto those you 

Except that a man be born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 
2, The foundation upon which we are to build is the atonement of Christ.  God so loved the 
world that he gave his beloved son that whosoever believeth in him might not perish, but have 
everlasting life.  The benefits of the atonement are appropriated to [?] and infant children without 
any condition on their part, for as by the offence of one judgment came upon all men to 



condemnation, even so by the righteousness of one, the free gift came upon all men to 
justification of life, and as God has made provision for the salvation of little children, and Christ 
declared that the kingdom of heaven is ? composed of such, we believe it to be the duty & 
privilege  of all parents to dedicate their children to God by the ordinance of Baptism.  For the 
promise of the gospel is to us and to our children. 
 
But those who grow up to years of accountability must and sin against God must of obtain his 
favor by yielding obedience to certain specified conditions. 
In the first place they must repent.  They must feel convinced of sin and weep and pray under a 
consciousness of their guilt and danger as did the three thousand? on the day of Pentecost, Saul 
at Damascus and the jailor at Philippi. 
 
In the next place, they must believe in the lord Jesus Christ, by which a man not by a mere assent 
of the mind, but a firm reliance upon his atonement for a consciousness of pardon, and the 
witness of the spirit. When they have thus come to Christ, by trusting in his sacrifice and 
interception, their load of guild will be removed, their conscience will be purged from dead 
works, guilty fear will give place to [?] filial love, sin will cease to have dominion over them and 
they will abstain from all appearance of evil They will then love God and sanctify his Sabbaths-
reverence his name-delight in his ordinances and worship him in spirit and in truth-they will love 
one another –take pleasure in each other’s society and live in joyful anticipation of an endless 
union in heaven with Christ their common Lord and Saviour.  Thus the soul of man will have 
been repaired from its [? ] condition and rendered a fit habitation of God through the spirit. 
 
3But the building must be preserved from accident abuse and all defilement.  For what 
agreement hat the temple of God with idols? For ye are the temple of the living God, as God hath 
said I will dwell in them, and walk in them, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 
Wherefore come out from among them, & be ye separate saith the Lord and touch not the 
unclean thing. And I will receive you and will be a Father unto you and ye shall be my sons and 
daughters saith the Lord Almighty. 
4. Being thus built up and purified and preserved by faith in the Son of God. We shall in due 
time, be put in possession of an inheritance will all the sanctified in heaven. This good man will 
finally approach the grave as one who wraps around him the drapery of his couch, [ ?]. 
What a happy time it will be when the Christian shall exchange shall exchange the sorrows of the 
present world for the unfading glories of the new Jerusalem when a convoy of [hyming?] angels 
shall waft the shining saint to [ ?] the delightful consecrated bowers of Zion’s hill, when the 
soldier of the cross shall lay aside his weapons of warfare, and receive a robe of spotless white, a 
crown righteousness and join the triumphant army of the skies –  
The family of God heaven we are told will be a vast multitude which no man can number of all 
nations, kindreds, people, and tongues. For nearly six thousand years the population of heaven 
has been rapidly increasing from this lower world – Enoch and Elijah were translated to heaven 
without visiting the empire of death. Moses, expired upon Mt. Nebo, with his eye fixed up on the 
promised land. The patriarch, and prophets were the subjects of cruel mockings & yet thro faith 
they subdued kingdoms – of whom the world not being worthy God took them to himself – 
thousands & millions since the ascension of Christ have finished their course with joy and are 
gone to their reward 



Their bodies are slumbering in the cold grave and their spirits are lodged in Abraham’s bosom 
but my brethren, the time is rapidly approaching when the last enemy shall be conquered – when 
the last saint shall feel the agonies of death – when our bodies shall be delivered from the 
[aboder?] of corruption – when the Lord Jesus shall come to execute vengeance upon the wicked 
and take his faithful servants home. O’ what a grand event that will be, when the Lord Jesus shall 
come in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory to stamp the seal of fate on erring 
mortal man. His chariot wheels shall then rebound to earth’s remotest caves and stormy ocean 
from its bed shall start at the appalling summons. The dead shall then awake [? ] as astonished 
from their sleep! And the bellowing floods shall disembogue their charge human victims from 
the farthest nook of the wide world shall troop their risen bodies, from him whose bones are 
bleaching in the waste of polar solitudes to the lone tenant of the Pacific’s vast realm where 
never plummets sound was heard to part the wilderness of water: they shall come from the north 
and from the south from the east & from the west to greet the solemn advent of the judge. 
 Then will the righteous arise from their dusty beds, freed from all the impediments of 
mortality and prepared for a more exquisite state of happiness at the right hand of God in Heaven. 
 But what will become of the wicked when the Lord shall come to make up His jewels? 
 Then shall you and I with Adam’s vast posterity assemble at the judgment seat of Christ. 
Then shall the righteous receive an inheritance which is incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth 
not away while the wicked shall be driven from the presence of the Lord, and the glory of His 
power—now will they bid adieu to saints and angels and behold the jasper walls of the new 
Jerusalem ? forever. Until that solemn occasion I have no expectation of seeing this congregation 
again! Oh that we may be found ready in the day of His power that we may join the triumphant 
saying “unto Him that loved us and washed us from our sins in His own blood and hath made us 
kings and priests unto God, to Him be glory and dominion forever, and ever. Amen.      

 
 


