
The Danger of Apostasy 

Hebrews X. 38. 

 

 Hebrews X. 38.  “If any man draw back my soul shall have no pleasure in him.” 

If the Bible be true, the ^subject of christian religion is the ^most important greatest believing is  that 
can possibly ^ engage our attention  be enjoyed in this life, because it is the only ^source of happiness 
for this world and for that a blissful immortality in that which is to come.  Wealth may convert the poor 
man’s cottage into a splendid mansion adorned and decorated with furniture and trappings of the most 
costly kind_ load his table with the luxuries of every clime, and bring to his enjoyment every comfort 
that the world can afford, but still he sighs for something which he has never yet realized, and God has 
said that it is almost impossible for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of Heaven__  The applause of 
men ^might may may give us a name to float down the stream of time, a pompous funeral, &  a splendid 
eulogy in the public prints when our heads are pillowed in the silent grave, but this would wait us 
nothing in that world of spirits to which we are rapidly tending, and we are told in the language of 
inspiration, that not many mighty not many noble not many wise men after the flesh are called to that 
honor which cometh from above- Mental acquirements ^ may might raise an individual to the highest 
pinnacle of human greatness, but this is seldom appreciated by the most of mankind, and when 
unsanctified by the gospel of Christ, it is nothing less than foolishness with God_ Human power may 
afford imajinary pleasure while it holds the scepter of despotism over a degraded people, or triumphs in 
the butchery of human victims, but frequently it becomes self-intoxicated, and tumbles from its lofty 
height suddenly and unexpectedly, like the king of the Chaldeans when he saw an armless hand writing 
a mysterious inscription upon the plaister of the wall, and like many distinguished men who have lived in 
our own country, whose names are only remembered to be perpetuated in disgrace 

 But while the ^things which we have described riches, the houses, the learning and the powers 
of the world, can never appease the displeasure of God, nor afford any permanent happiness while we 
live, the religion of the Bible is a source of constant and progressive enjoyment.  The Disciple of Christ is 
blest with peace of conscience and tranquility of mind_   the rough paths of ( perish?) nature have been 
laid even, and he feels in his heart a heaven of love_ he is patient and resigned under every (?) of divine 
provinence-his hope blooms in the lowest vale of humility, and his prospects brighten amid the sorrows 
and afflictions of human life.  The sting of death is plucked out, & its terrors cease to be alarming; its 
rough aspect becomes smooth, and the dark road valley becomes the road to bliss and life eternal. 

Such being some of the benefits of Christianity, its price is above rubies, and deserves our first attention 
in point of time and importance, and those who possess this heavenly treasure should preserve the 
same with conscious fidelity to the latest period of life 

But with all the advantages of religion held out by the gospel, many through the influence of strong 
temptation have renounced their religion, and purchased returned to the pleasures of the world at the 
price of their eternal salvation. 



And every Christian believer is in danger of falling after the same example of unbelief.  This truth is 
clearly intimated by the words of our text. 

    There are three points growing out of this subject which claim our 
serious attention  I.  what is implied by the sin of Apostasy.  II the several steps which generally precede 
the ^offence  spiritual  declension descried I the text, and III the fearful  consequences accruing to those 
who renounce their ^ Christian profession of Christianity. 

The phrase “of any man draw back,”  signifies to withdraw,  slink away, or to fail in any pursuit through 
fear of danger; and in its present connection, is equivalent to the abandonment of Christianity, and 
renouncing it altogether through fear of persecution.  Those who commit this sin fall under the 
displeasure of God; by which (?) then is ^here expressed; and the true meaning of the text is that 
Apostasy from the ^service profession of true religion, is a sin, highly provoking to God, and will be 
visited with the severest punishment.      We shall proceed to consider  

I.  We are to consider What is implied by the sin of apostasy. 
1. This doubtless involves the idea of a previous acquaintance with God, for no man can 

loose that which he never possessed; and if a Christian could not fall from his 
steadfastness, the words of our text, with many other passages of scripture would 
be senseless and unnecessary and unmeaning. 
It is not our purpose to dwell upon the point of present; but there is no truth more 
distinctly taught in the Bible than the possibility of falling from grace.  Upon this 
doctrine, all those passages of scripture are founded, which admonish the ^ 
righteous people of God of their danger_ exhort them to watchfulness and prayer_ and 
describe the fearful condition of those who make shipwreck ? faith and a good 
conscience.  “For it were better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, 
than after they have known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered unto 
them”. 

2. The sin of Apostasy is sometimes partial, _ when for instance, an individual maintains a 
his profession of religion, but is destitute of its enjoyment__ Such a person is called by 
Solomon, a “backslider in heart”- He has lost his first love & he has lost the witness of 
the spirit-he has lost his relish for the exercises of religion-  He no longer hungers and 
thirsts after righteousness; he no longer strives to grow in grace; but contents himself 
with a mere profession of Christianity religion, while he is destitute of the ^life & power 
of godliness, 
If I address persons of this description to-day, I would exhort them to return unto the 
Lord, to come back to the fold of Christ, lest they become hardened in sin, and finally 
incapable of repentance.  Although your condition is not as bad as it might (?) yet the (?) 
was (?) professor of religion is slumbering upon the earthquake brink of ruin, and 
thousands never shake off their lethargy until they wake up in the prison house of hell 

3. The sin of apostasy is complete, when we publicly announce the profession of 
Christianity by our words, or prove the fact by our actions.  When this is done, the 
greatest offence, the most flagrant transgression has been committed ^ in the sight of 



God that a man can possibly be guilty of next to the sin against the Holy Ghost.  For such 
persons, we are told by the Apostle ,”crucify to themselves the Son of God (aperh?) –
trample him beneath their feet, and consider his blood as an unholy thing.”  Where fore 
says ^he “let us hold fast the profession of our faith without warning-provoking one 
another to love and to good works.  Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, 
as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another; and so much the more, as ye see 
the day approaching.  For if we win wilfully  6 ^maliciously after (?) the (Knowledge?) of 
the truth, we have committed the great transgression, despised and injected the only 
Saviour, -despised the ^Holy spirit, the only sanctifier, renounced ^ the gospel the only 
way of salvation; and there remaineth  no other sacrafice for sin.  But a certain fearful 
looking for of judgment and fiery indignation which shall devour the adversaries. 
The sin of apostasy therefore, is a fearful revolt from the truth; and ^it is the highest and 
most effectual reproach that can be brought upon the cause of religion.  Those who 
make shipwreck of the faith, declare to the world, that they have tried the service of 
God, and have not found that happiness which they expected. 
iI.  The several steps which generally precede the spiritual declension ^offence which we 
have described. 
1.  The first step is the neglect of secret devotion, and the ordinary means of grace.  

The declining Christian has lost his ^taste relish for prayer, for reading the Bible, and 
for the public worship of God.  When he retires from the world his bu The business 
of the world for the purpose of secret ^devotion prayer, his object is more to silence 
the clamor of conscience ^than to performing a duty in which his soul takes delight 
(2).  If he be the head of a family , family prayer is also frequent ly neglected, until ^ 
perhaps it is laid aside altogether; and altho’ his seat is frequently found vacant at 
church, yet he has a long string of excuses for such neglect  
Perhaps the preacher does not ^strike his fancy suit them – his sermons ^he 
has they have heard him so often, that they ^he is are tired out with him; and his 
sermons are so long and ^so dull that they ^he can scarcely hardly keep their ^his 
eyes open -^He they had much rather stay at home, and read the Bible, or 
someful useful book.  Sickly persons are generally fed upon delicacies ^xxxx and 
lukewarm christians ^frequently have itching ears.  This state of this is followed by a 
generals indifference to the subject of religion_ his love grows cold _ his zeal is 
ready to expire, and his experience is made up of good desires to reach the kingdom 
of heaven.  And there are thousands in the church, we fear, in this very condition,_ 
they have not publicly renounced their religion, but they are destitute of religious 
enjoyment. 
2  The next step is a preference for the company of the irreligious, and a strong 
desire to throw off the restraints of the his profession.  At first they ^he seeks 
the company society of ^declining lukewarm Christians and continues to associate 
with the more ungodly, until finally they take ^he takes the seat of the scornful. 

2. The next thing you hear ^ of such a person he has (?) of ^such persons ^ they have 
cast away ^ his their confidence and made shipwreck of the 



faith  and entirely renounce the profession of religion altogether.  Having followed 
the Saviour at a distance-Neglected secret prayer-neglected t0 read the Bible _ 
neglected religious worship, They ^he becomes indifferent on the subject of 
religion-wastes  ^his their  time in trifling conversation_  Seeks the society of the 
wicked_  until at last he denies  they deny the Saviour, like Peter, with cursing and 
swearing_ Disowns his cause, and begins to practice every species of wickedness, 
until their ^ his last state is worse than the first_ until they ^he becomes twofold 
more the childxxx of the wicked one than before they he made any pretentions to 
religion. 

II. The fearful consequences accruing from the sin-which we have described. 
1.  In the first place, it will destroy our happiness in the present world.  If there be any 

pleasure in contemplating the joys of heave, and the prospect of meeting our friends in 
heavan- at the right hand of God_ If there be any pleasure in the hope of a triumphant 
death,, of a peaceful termination of life_ If there be any pleasure in reviewing the past 
and contemplating the future, it is all ^forgotten  gone when we loose the favor of God, 
& throw up our interest in the merits of Jesus Christ.  The thoughts of ^happier other 
days, the thoughts of peaceful hours gone forever, will rise up, like the clouds groan of 
dying thunder upon the distant wind.  A man feels that he has sustained a great loss 
when his possessions have been swept away by the tide of adversity; but what is the 
loss of twenty thousand dollars?  What is the loss of a few acres of land, what is the loss 
of friends and fortune, when compared with with the pearl of great price- when 
compared with the favor ^ of God when compared with the happiness of heaven_   
Show me the man who has apostatized from the service of God, and I will show you one 
of the most miserable beings that lives upon the face of the earth.  He may strive to 
forget his real condition, he may seem to be gay and cheerful in company, but a shade 
of melancholy will occasionally come over his mind, and drink render him miserable and 
unhappy. 

2. The sin of Apostasy will render our recovery extremely doubtful and difficult.  There for 
says the Apostle if we sin wilfully it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, 
and have tasted of the heavenly gift, and the powers of the world to come, if they shall 
fall away ^ it is impossible to renew them agane unto repentance.  Although the 
word impossible, must be understood with some degree of qualification, yet the least 
^most that we can say, is, that it is extremely difficult, for a confirmed apostate, to 
recover the forfeited favor of God. 

A Christian who has may grown cold in the divine life and those we few 
believers, perhaps, who do not feel conscious of having backslidden in heart 
such persons may be restored without much difficulty, if they he will return to 
(God?) the Lord with ^humility repentance, and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
But when an individual has cast away his confidance altogether ^ and 
renounced the gospel of X, he will find it almost impossible to ^regain be 
restored to the blessing which he has lost_  The heart becomes callous and 
unfeelling, the conscience is blunted by repeated acts of transgression, the mind 



is blinded by the god of this world, the soul is stupefied by the opiates of sin, 
and wraped in vail so thick, that the arrow of truth fall without effect, until and 
the insulted spirit of god retires at last with the awful message of Ephraim is 
joined to his idols let him alone _ let him sin with check or remorse, let him pace 
the giddy rounds of dissipation, let him fill up the measure of his iniquity ^let 
him believe a lie and be damned_ When the Holy Spirit has taken its everlasting 
flight from the backsliders, he is like the green tree ^ of the forest which has 
^rec’d its deathblow from the thunderbolt been taken by the woodsman , It 
may seem to be alive ^ and its foliage will remain for a while, but it will be 
certain to die.  And the unfortunate apostate, who has been given up to 
hardness of heart and reprobacy of mind, may walk about ^lie a living man and 
seem to be ga; but the mark of gods displeasure is fixed upon him; and he will 
be sure to realize all the pains and agonies of the second death  
 There is a time by us unseen 
  That crosses every path, 
 The hidden boundary between 
  God, patience and his wrath. 
 
 To pass that limit is to die- 
  To die as if by Health 
 It does not quench the beaming eye 
  Or pale the low of health 
 

The conscience may be still at ease 
 The spirit light and gay 
That which is pleasing still may please 
 And care be thrust away 
 
But in that forehead God has set 
 Indelibly a mark 
Unseen by man, of man  (?) 
 Is blind and in the dark 
 
He knows, he feels, that all is well 
 And every fear is calmed 
He lives, he dies, and wakes in hell 
 Not only doomed, but damned. 

Many persons no doubt abandon their religion with the  hope that they will be brought in again to the 
service of God again before they die; but this is a dangerous expedient_ Not one perhaps in  a thousand 
is ever restored to the favor of God.  They generally sin on with a high hand, heaping treasuring up 
wealth against the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God_ in the year 1829 the 



lower (?) was visited with a gracious (?) of religion.  A large number Many of my friends & acquaintance 
^ & youthful associates professed faith in Christ, and joined the church_  Some few have remained 
faithful until this time, but a goodly number have apostatred from their profession, & I do not recollect a 
single one that has ever been reclaimed, but I do recollect ^ that some of them are drunkards and 
gamblers and a reproach to their families and some have died of dissipation in the prime of life & are 
this day no doubt weeping (and ) wailing and gnashing their teeth in the caverns of ^ eternal despair_ 

 
 
 


