
Funeral Discourse Deut 20:13 “Thou shall not kill” 

 The principal object of a funeral is to cultivate the finer feelings of our nature, to respect the 
memory of departed friends, and to improve the event circumstances of death for the warning 
[warming?] and benefit of the living. This peaceable and tranquil community, distinguished for sobriety, 
friendship, and good order among the people, has been suddenly shocked and shrouded with gloom, by 
the sudden and unexpected death of a friend and fellow citizen, who fell by the hand of his fellow man. 

 Without prejudging the case, or investigating the occasion and circumstances of this tragical 
affair, we shall consider the text as an abstract precept of the Bible, and a very suitable subject of some 
remarks of the present time.  

 The moral law of God from which the text is taken is ^^ [but] a larger development of the 
original law, which is implanted in the nature of man, when he breathed into his nostrils the breath of 
life and constituted him a living soul, with endowment of an understanding to discern good from evil, 
and with the liberty and capacity of choosing the one and refusing the other. It is altogether [ ? ? ]  ^^[a 
mistake] to suppose, that the law enunciated from Mount Sinai did not exist before. They had 

 The Jews had three sorts of law. Their civil law remained in force during their nationality in their 
own country, their ceremonial law lasted until the advent of Christ, but the moral law, like God that 
announced it is the same yesterday, today, and forever, and will remain in full force to the end of time, 
containing the principles of justice and right [sight?], between God and man, and between man, their 
fellows in all relations of life. 

 When the original law, wrought in our moral nature had become dim and obscure by sin, he ^^ 
[the Almighty] revealed his will more ^ [fully] from Mount Sinai, and sent forth by Moses all the words of 
the ten commandments ^^ [unmistakably of stone] for the government of the people to the end of the 
world.  

 The four first commandments relate to our duty to God, the remaining six, relate to our duty to 
ourselves and to one another, and afford the best commentary upon the second good commandment of 
the gospel, “thou shall love thy neighbor as thyself.” 

 The first precept, upon the 2 table of stone is given in the language of the text – “thou shalt not 
kill.” 

 To kill in the sense of the Bible is to take the ^^ [own life while in the human sin of some mind or 
to take the] life of a fellow being without a lawful and justifiable cause, and constitute, a crime of the  
[  ? ?] and according to the law of God, and the law of the love of the land shall be punishable by 
death. The law of the Bible does not forbid killing in lawful and or in defense of our own lives. 

 But according to the exposition of this law, by the Great Teacher _ all rash anger towards a 
fellow being is hear-murder in the sight of God. Hence say, the apostle “be ye angry, and sin not.” 



 Anger is a natural passion, and there are cases in which it may be lawful and commendable, but 
it becomes sinful when ^ [we] get angry without a cause __ without any just provocation ^ [being] given, 
when we become angry with children or servants for that which could not be helped __ when we 
become angry upon groundless surmises, or trivial affronts not worth speaking of __ and when we 
become angry to show our authority, and to let people see our resentment and revenge __ in all such 
cases, anger becomes a sin, and the first step towards the dreadful crime of murder __ for whosoever is 
angry with his brother without a cause, violates the sixth commandment. 

 Hence ^^ [it is contrary to] the law of the land for the people to carry about their [?] concealed 
and deadly weapons, because in a fit of anger, and individual may commit an act which may purchase an 
eternity of repentance. And yet such is the state of society at present, that sentiment seems to be 
gaining ground among the people that every man should arm himself with some deadly weapon, and be 
ready to resent every little petty guard[?] at the risk of his life _ it is alarming to contemplate the 
dreadful extent to which the people are privy in carrying concealed and deadly weapons, both in the 
Church and out of it. 

 Hence the whole country is kept in a state of feverish excitement by the dreadful [  ?  ] which are 
constantly [  ?  ] in the [? ?] 

 The code of [ ? ] hopes[?] is contrary to the law of God and the law of the land_ and if we exhort 
to escape the punishment which God has been annexed[?] to the violation of his law, we must obey the 
powers that be _ we must obey the laws of God.  

 It is quite unnecessary that I should speak ^^ [at present] of the price and punishment of killing 
a fellow being. 

 Murder among the law, was always punished with death, but involuntary homicide only with 
banishment__ 

 The crime of killing fellow being casts him off from life suddenly and [  ?  ] 

 The crime of killing another [?] plunges[?] a [?] in ^ the [deepest] ? 

 And the crime of killing a fellow [?] mortal, will be visited with the [power?[ of a guilty 
conscience in this life, and without repentance, he must endure forever hereafter the stripes of the 
undying [?] 

 We have before us a [?] example, of the sad effect, of carrying concealed and deadly weapons 
for our defense__ 

 Our departed friend has been cut off in the midst of life, and many can testify to the noble virtue 
which adorned his character _ he was by nature a generous hearted man. He said but little in regard to 
his [ ?  ? ], during his last [?], but he died with the feeling of penitence in his heart. 


