
The 1.ev. D n C. ''haw 
Church of St . ;icnael aTld All Ane;els 
8501 ~ew Hampshire Av • 
Adelph · , a ylan 

Dear tev. Shaw , 

I was leas d to hear : 
Jour al of Pasto:;."'al Care r nt . t, 
!-!enl th , nnd 1 ·ms o:raueful foY' the 
on how · t r:iieht be impro\·ed . 

D ~ o McCe.b tl t tl:c 
rtjcl " 7hat is ental 
sugeestions he made 

I wa~ very interested in your lett .r of ay 
afraid hav J_ am not, th, person yc'u m"'~ in Atlant 
time a ·o. ut l. "J ry :nu ch a ppr c·· at you.... ncou 
You ne~d rot be npp~o ~~tic about v- 1 a fir11 atio 
for -~eth dist scholars o This is a op , certainl 
unfulfilL,d , whic:1 I shnr, witn y u. 

31 . I am 
c City some 
a ·np· w rds . 
of hope 
as yet 

As for th l~i, kEL,aa1·d pa er , j_f ou happ, to have 
that copy ofii , and if JPC does not n ed it , then you may 
have i • J.. hav J '(,he orm'"inal on an ozalid naster copy. 

I: vou happen to liv. near \•ashine;ton D.C .. , thel"' you 
pe!'haps might :-tav ~ cross d paths with ~ v . Janes Hardison , 
a pastor of a . thodist Gh.rcr in h attsville , a very perc.Jptive 
persm; , and one who shares r1a11y of my concerns . I lo forward 
to the occasion when uc might net a.d become bettor acquainted 
than is possible through the printed ·ace . 

Affirmativ~ly rourfi, , 

'I'ho;::as C. Cder. 
Theolo~~Y and !a3toral Care 
Address after August 1 : 

Phillips Theological Seminary 
Phillips U~ivcrsity 
Enid , Oklahoma 
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is not the theme of the continuity of political and social 

orders, as if these orders had some sort of autonomous 

status in nature apart from grace. Rather the locus of 

continuity is always, for Barth, in God rather than the 

orders themselves. The horizontal sphere in which human 

obedience takes place has no existence in and of itself, 

but only out of gracet 

Disobedience to God is, from man's point of view, 

a breaking of the continuity of the covenant relation. 

But from God's point of view the continuity is never broken. 

In spite of every human interruption, the horizontal con

tiniuty of the divine commanding and reconciling remains 

uninterrupted. The real continuities of human existence 

are maintained not by man but by God's grace. In Jesus 

Christ He has declared his decision that His faithfulness 
2 

shall not be put to nought by man's unfaithfulness. 

F. The Ontological Impossibility of Disobedience 

1. The freedom of the Ohristian man does not consist 

in a choice between two or more possibilities, but between 

a possibility and an impossibility, Barth writes. When man 

chooses to be disobedient to grace, he is choosing the absurd, 

the impossible and the goundless~ He is choosing what God 

1K.D. 3/4, pp. 47f. 
2K.D. 3/2, pp. 50ff. 

)Ibid., PP• 158ff. 


