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Dear Dr. Clarke, 

Fe'1. 8, 1960 

I had the privilege of talking with Dr. Slack when he was 

at Minister's Week. r- shared Wl."""t1rh±n:t my corrtinu.iJ+g iatere-st 

in the -preject -a .1.Jen-t-Ga. .. - AAG- ~e was kind to call my attention 

xg~ilx again to the experimental cha~acter of the project and 

the great hope that.al: all you who are involved in planning it 

have for it. - ~~~r · A•~~J 
' ,,,~ . ..A Lk,ti.. ~ ~.;... ,vµ~ ~ ~ fe_ 'J""av· 

I have had some time ,to re-think my p~ans, and would lile 

to report to you some of my reflection).aliii!dil~ the matter. I 

Hepe-yG~-ee-ae~-~a~ak-me-9Pasa have several hesitations about 1 
..tfie posl tion:a, and sever.al things I would like to propose for 

, 
your consideration. I trus~ that you will not think me brash, 

and I see no reason e should not pe perfectly candid about 

our\ attitu6es and res Lltt me toss out some ideas which I 
, 

have been mulling 6v;er, and see how they bounce with you and with 

other membess of tHe committee. 





Doubtless some of the id~as you have already considered, and 
to be practical 

some are either too large/or too small to occUJlj your attention, 
... <... 

but I zkail: will share them with you nonetheless and ~11-f~r ~ 

your most eanei.d. response to them. 

(1) One minor item concerns the title of the chair. The 

reason I am not entirely sold on tpe present title, "EcumenicalL:M 

Bible Chair" is two-fol<:\: (a) ~ ~~ef~~ ~ ~ 
e1/r.ftt:ide~n j~f~i'err::J fttta~ ~~' ~ 

~~'theology and ethics; and (b) the title seems to presuppose 

that the preeminent concern, of-tdepartment of ~eligion 1m in 

a.x:kk~£ a tax-supported institution EtB is the study of 

the Bible. I think you would agree that this is a narrower 
you have 

definition than the task/XI! envisagei for this chair. -All \mo 

refl&Qt ypo~ it wettlfi reaail' agree tAat ~curses such as 

philosophy of religion, Christian ethics, history of religions 

thought, Church history, psychology of religions, comparative 
. ~ -:I; M.;A ""~ 

religion, and many othe~ c/e';Feee =:P ~ ia Ge-"-AA ~pa± tsmG1¥.._ 

do not properly fit uhder the category * the titl" "Ecumenic al 

BibleChair". 

I would much prefer the title "Ecumenical Chair in Theology 

and Ethics", or "Chair of Ecumenical Theology", and of these two 
include most of the 

I slightly prefer the former, since it seems to me to ee-iHe±He~ve 

mbc.Xk.RJCJlXJJmxmbc:tltxx~KEX.x concerns of the chair as commonly 
./--'!(JU/ 

conceived by all interested. The term theology is a better x2m 

term than "religion" since the adjective "ecumenical" is quite 

appropriately a part of the title of the chair. I would like to 

see the Department named "Dapaatment of Religion" and the Chair 

named "Ecumenical C'hair in Theology and Ethics". If, however, 



..... -



some were concerned to keep the Biblical idea in the title, 

I think a more fitting aemeaea&t~Fe- nomenclature would be 

JCE£.keIJ[ "Ecumenical Chair of Biblical Theology".eP-e:i:Hl~±y-uge'li!Rea~ea* 

~aa~P-ef-gie±~ea±-gt~aiesuT Another possibility , which would 
~ 

be still further down on my list, would be "Ecumental Chair n 
in'Philosophy of Religion". Of course, the title is not as 

; 

important as the conception that is commonly shared as to the 

:.talk task of the Chair, but sometimes, as you know, the title 

seems xv»xx~ to mould the task. 

(2) A much more , imporaant tentative proposal which I would 

like to toss out for~ your consideration is the possibility of 

transformi@g the present kmaxocx exumenical Board into a working 

and continuing committee which would deliberately commit itself 

to~tudy~ :k:~xmf mdµ not only the local situation in s .. J.~ 
' '\T"t~ I 

Hennon, but also the general question of XkK the tax-supported y"-'t ~~ 

... ialii'titntieH a:AQ. an adequate curricurum in the study of Religion~• 

~as. a ~ l:-gn-±f:tcant discipltrre whicfi might t:ake lb~ plaoe

cemang the etfier arts and sc~e:r;;i.ce&, ~egar:ci-1-es of who takes the 

posjtien at Mi~@ DeBtoBy I wotll:~very m:uefi ~rati:fiea BR if 

, §ome serious program of study miglqt cont i 01010 ail to.evolve out 

of the grouhdwork thus far laid. This continuing committee could 

- either be formed out of the present Board, or by some other 
~ ~~~ 

process of choice, but .;t. us cl t 1 i ke t9 ilee H: set itself to the 

task of a long-range tieli~e~ate inquiry into the broader question 
AA\ f;, ti 

of the teaching of relggion in state colleges, studt ~ther tax 

supported universitieex which ~ully authorized and respeceed 

departments of Religion, and ~act as. a spearhead for the promotion 
and confidence in r. .h ~ -

of academicxx respect for/the department of Religion at ~/Wl1'~ ""'1'U. 

~~· 
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