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PREFACE

new plans, and those, because no longer
useful, to be discarded.

The author is not unmindful of the
splendid successes being won by men in
some of the country churches, the record
of which has appeared in the leading
periodicals of the religious press. It is
with the hope that the entire Rural Church
movement will become so thoroughly organ-
ized on an intelligent cooperative basis in
social sympathy, that all the legitimate
church enterprises in the open country
may be likewise successful, that these
chapters are written and published in
usable form both as a text for the class
and as a volume for the general reader.

Epwin L. Eare.
Madison, New Jersey.
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THE RURAL CHURCH MOVEMENT
wealth, but also includes all kinds of

climate and many varieties of soil and
degrees of fertility. One must travel far
to get the proper perspective of the vast
reaches of the open country as well as
the great contrasts of land area and soil
fertility. For example, there is quite a
contrast between the washed-out mountain
country of Virginia and East Tennessee,
where a traveler in questioning a native
by the roadside, leaning against a remnant
of a worm-fence, as to why he didn’t
speak louder, got the reply, “The land
is so poor down here a fellow can’t raise
his voice,” and the rich prairie land of
central Kansas, where it is said a settler
from New England couldn’t raise pump-
kins because the vines grew so fast they
wore the blossoms off before the young
pumpkins could get a fair start.

TaeE CALL FOR LEADERSHIP

This call reaches us from many angles
of need. To illustrate: Why are we dis-
cussing so much in these days the problem
of the rural church? Because in many
sections of our country we find the rural
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THE RURAL CHURCH MOVEMENT

the needs which constitute the call for
Christian men and women to invest life
in these fields of social service.

I have not time to emphasize the call
from the viewpoint of the increasing death
rate in rural life as compared with cities;
the need for training in sanitation and
hygiene and eugenics in rural life, as well
as in city life.

Tae Kinp or LeADERsSHIP REQUIRED

It goes without argument that the leader-
ship required in the open country must
be essentially rural-minded. If we hope
to socialize these isolated population groups
in the country districts, it must be done
by a native socialized leadership. In cer-
tain cases, however, a young man or
woman brought up in the city, if trained
in rural economics and socmlogy, and
possessing tact, will succeed in winning
the confidence of the people of the country
quite as well as one raised in the open
country. What is essential is a proper
training and a right spirit. We mean by
a leader not merely the man who is ahead
of those who are following, for that may
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THE RURAL CHURCH MOVEMENT

class in a country church where a ma-
jority of the pupils were older than he;
later he was given the superintendency of
the Sunday school at the age of seven-
teen; at the age of twenty-one he went
to a preparatory school; at the age of
twenty-eight he graduated from -college.
He would never have developed leadership
in any good cause had he not been given
a chance in early adolescence to do some-
thing. Even at twelve he did a man’s
work, plowing his six rows of corn in
turn like the rest.

Functional psychology confirms this point
of view with respect to leadership. As
a matter of fact, our educational system
hitherto in the rural schools, in the col-
leges, and in the theological seminaries
has educated men away from the rural
field, not purposely but as a matter of
mental adjustment. When we used to go
on a ‘“’possum hunt” in my boyhood
days, as I remember, the leader was
always a young man who had been on a
“’possum hunt” before, and by actual
experience knew how to lead. So for every
department of organized endeavor of rural
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THE OPEN COUNTRY’S CALL

betterment to-day there must be given
young men in the country a chance to
express this adolescent impulse to achieve,
and it must be given deliberately in every
case, whether by Sunday school, church,
Grange, farmers’ club, or county Young
Men’s Christian Association.

2. Ability to Sense and Percewwe Human
Needs. A second factor to be emphasized
in this discussion is the ability to know
the needs of the community in a sym-
pathetic and intelligent way.

A real leader in rural life can make a
social survey of his community without
even giving evidence to the observer that
he is engaged in such a complex under-
taking. He can readily see the lack of
cooperation, the results of isolation and
suspicious individualism, the product of
generations of such isolation, or lack of
community solidarity. He can readily see
the economic basis of many of these
human ills, and trace the social and spir-
itual evils to-their most important cause.

He can not only sense the needs, but,
if he be a leader, he will see through them
to their causes, and thus be able to
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THE OPEN COUNTRY’S CALL

instead of cooperation. In other words,
it is the skill to get team work. I remem-
ber once, when a boy on the farm, seeing
a great steam thresher drawn by four
horses stuck in the mud on a hill, and
I admired the skill with which another
farmer hitched on his team and pulled
the thresher out and up the hill by getting
the eight span to pull steadily together
without jerks, and without geeing and
hawing.

The rural leader should have the skill
to unite for community work the church,
the school, the Grange, and all other
organizations when some great occasion de-
mands that they all pull together for the
benefit of the comnunity.

5. A Persistent Purpose to Win in a
Good Cause. The last and not the least
factor is persistent purpose. Leadership
cannot really count unless it gets the
people somewhere. I recall a little coun-
try church near a village surrounded by
a fairly prosperous farming district that
had closed its doors for a year because
of the lack of interest by the people in
paying the salary of an inefficient pastor.
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THE RURAL CHURCH MOVEMENT

One young man, a farmer, and the village
shoemaker got together and determined
to hold a Sunday school in that church
building even if only a dozen people
could be persuaded to cooperate. And
as a result of persistent effort and master-
ful purpose, carried out for a period of
two years, that whole community was
revolutionized and nearly a hundred adults
were converted and made members of
the church.

So with all forms of community leader-
ship: to succeed there must be added to
all the other requisite factors this in-
domitable purpose to carry to successful
issue the cause we have undertaken.

The time to pull and push hardest is
when the load is nearest the top of the
hill. This is the supreme test of success-
ful leadership, to get your team to pull
the load over every ‘“break’ in the hill
of human uplift. These, then, are the
most important factors in the make-up
of a real leader in the open country.

How to develop such leadership is being
solved to-day in a measure too little
known to the public in general, by the
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THE OPEN COUNTRY’S CALL

colleges of agriculture, the theological sem-
inaries, the County Work Department
of the Young Men’s Christian Association
and, in some States, by the Department
of Agriculture and the Department of
Public Education.

Some of the leading Sunday school
publications contain departments of coun-
try life; and home missions boards of the
leading denominations are following the
lead of the Presbyterian Board in organ-
izing bureaus of country life as a part
of home missionary enterprise.

There is one other agency by which
very quick results could be secured in the
matter of discovery and training of such
leadership, and that is through Bible study
classes in the Christian Associations of
our colleges and universities. There is a
splendid chance in the scriptural back-
ground for such a study. Take as one
course ‘“The Rural Training of the
Prophets,” and as another “The Rural-
Mindedness of Jesus”; or still another
mission study course in ‘“The Conquest
of the Germanic Races a Rural Achieve-
ment”; or still another, ‘“The Lutheran
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THE RURAL CHURCH MOVEMENT

responsibility for leadership by college
women when they have won the political
battles for the use of the ballot. Too
long have the best of the daughters of
the open country heeded the call of the
city, attracted by its lure, leaving mothers
and younger sisters overburdened by their
tasks; but in the dawn of a new day for
the nation’s good they are hearing in the
college halls during decision days for life
investment the still small voice of the
Spirit calling to Christian service, and,
for some of the best of them, it is the
open country’s call for leadership that
will help make this land of ours a better
place for all of us to live in.
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THE RURAL CHURCH MOVEMENT

Tae RuraL SurvEy QuTLINED BY MOSES
(Num. 13. 17-20)

In the first place we are to note the
kind of men chosen to conduct the survey:
“And Jehovah spake unto Moses, saying,
Send thou men, that they may spy out
the land of Canaan, which I give unto
the children of Israel: of every tribe of
their fathers shall ye send a man, every
one a prince among them” (verses 1, 2).
We notice that he selected men, one from
each group (tribe), and every man was to
be a prince among his fellows.

The church of to-day will not win back
its lost rural domain, nor win new fields
of rural conquest, by sending to this
field, as is too frequently the case, super-
annuated preachers, unprepared novices, or
flunkers in preparatory schools or theolog-
ical seminaries, or those who couldn’t
hold a city appointment. It will win
only when it places in this field men who
know and love the open country, and
every man a prince among his fellows—
the choice men who know their problem
and delight in hard work.
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THE RURAL CHURCH MOVEMENT

we notice that it has a progressive move-
ment. It began with work. (Jesus went
about all the cities—rural towns—and vil-
lages teaching, preaching, healing.) It
developed vision. (He saw the multitudes
distressed and scattered.) It moved the
will. (He was moved with compassion
for them; he prayed for laborers.) It
resulted in a program. (He called unto
him his twelve disciples, gave them author-
ity, instructed them, and sent them forth.)
In modern days it is the man who starts
out to work the fields of need that dis-
covers the facts and develops a program
that reaches results.

In the next place we notice that this
program of Jesus included specific instruc-
tions for rural leaders: (1) They were
not to scatter nor dissipate their energies,
but were to work their specific field.
(“Go not into any way of the Gentiles,
and enter not into any city of the Samar-
itans.””) They were to serve those who
needed them most—they were to seek the
lost sheep of the house of Israel. (2) They
were to get their support from the field
where they worked on the basis of services
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THE RURAL CHURCH MOVEMENT

again. He tells us the story of the younger
brother who went wrong and repented and
returned home to find his father’s for-
giveness and favor.

These two stories in the fifteenth chap-
ter of Luke have furnished the spiritual
dynamic of many a country revival that
has brought back to a clean life the prod-
igal son of many a rural homestead.

In closing this brief outline of the rural
background of the Bible I would like
to suggest that the Christian Associations
in all our colleges, universities, and theo-
logical seminaries would do well in starting
courses in Bible study based upon the
facts of the rural consciousness of the
writers of the Old and the New Testaments.
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THE RURAL CHURCH MOVEMENT

agrarian folk. At that time seventy-five
per cent of the population were reckoned
as rural, while to-day the reverse is true
owing to the marvelous industrial develop-
ment of Germany during the last quarter
of the nineteenth century.

There are three periods in this rural
achievement that we will consider: (1) The
Pre-Reformation Period; (2) The Lutheran
Reformation; (8) The Modern Rural Move-
ment in Germany. We shall treat only
of the outstanding facts of these three
periods and apply them to our rural
problem.

THE PrE-REFORMATION PERIOD

The great outstanding fact of this period
from the fourth to the sixteenth century
was the planting of martyrs in German soil.
In fact, the soil seems to have become
inoculated with the germs of martyrdom,
for in the period directly following, during
the Peasants’ War, over one hundred
thousand country folk were put to the
sword, even with the sanction of the
Protestant reformers. Indeed, “the seed
of the church” were planted so thick in
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THE RURAL CHURCH MOVEMENT

a minister who is not rural born and
bred. I find, as a matter of fact, that
this is not true. It depends upon the man
as to whether he knows, and can teach
others, no matter where he had his birth
or preparation. A Methodist minister in
the country in Ohio who had retired from
the active ministry was sent to a country
charge by the district superintendent to
fill out the year, there being available no
other supply. Though living in the city,
he adapted himself to his people of the
open country in such a masterful way
that he has been compelled by them to
remain four years as their pastor. I met
him some time ago at the commencement
of his alma mater and found that he was
a master in nature study, and does expert
work for the State and national biological
surveys. This is in part what he wrote
me some time ago in response to a re-
quest for information on his methods of
interesting the farmers in church work:
“In addition to the blue litmus paper
test of the soil for acidity and examination
of fruit trees for scale and other insects,
one can also suggest to farmers and gar-
54












THE RURAL CHURCH MOVEMENT

demand for rural leadership should bring
them to the front. The church and the
Christian Associations should discover and
employ them in the reorganization of the
rural church and in the development of
a new rural civilization.

2. Education. We are just beginning to
reorganize our system of rural education,
but it is only a beginning. The task is
one that will take a generation to com-
plete, because under our modern system
of local authority in education the powers
that control are incapable of very radical
changes, hence the process will be slow.
But that should spur the church and civic
leaders to even greater efforts in the work
of extending popular ideas of rural educa-
tion through conventions, conferences, and
short courses in summer and winter schools.

8. Organization. Luther, Melanchthon,
and Lambert organized the German re-
formed churches to meet the needs of
their times. So must the modern country
church be organized on lines that will
meet the modern demands and needs of
our rural population. (1) It must be
organized on the plan of a more effective
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THE RURAL CHURCH MOVEMENT

evangelism in the established churches.
The Raiffeissen Banking System for rural
communities, based upon the character and
good will of the people, has done much
toward the improvement of rural con-
ditions; and, besides, the agrarian interests
in the Parliaments of the German states
keep the rural problem well to the fore
in the mind of the nation. I have no
doubt that the printed report of the
Commission on Cooperative Agencies in
Rural Life in Europe will add greatly to
our informmation concerning the present
status of the rural church in Germany,
and contribute something of value to the
solution of our rural problem in America.
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THE RURAL CHURCH MOVEMENT

federal control. But the period we have
more distinctly in mind is that which
followed the close of the Revolutionary
War, from 1800 to about 1830 or 1840, dur-
ing which time vast areas of the Mississippi
basin, on its eastern slope especially, were
settled by the pioneer, when the rural
church was the greatest factor in the
molding of an enduring democracy through
the union of these new population groups
which built up the great States of the
Middle West. We therefore wish to speak
of (1) The Character of the Pioneer Period,
(2) The Character and Function of the
Pioneer Preacher and the Pioneer Church,
and (8) to make some applications to
present needs in rural church conditions.

THE CHARACTER OF THE PIONEER PERIOD

It was a period of warfare with primitive
opposing elements. The whole Western
area of this continent was practically an
untamed wilderness. The primitive ele-
ments of opposition were (1) the hostile
tribes of Indians, who for vast periods
of time had been in undisputed possession
of the virgin forests and prairies and
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THE RURAL CHURCH MOVEMENT

be for Wall Street and the middlemen of
the cities to fleece the country lambs in
the economic struggle.

The country minister must still be a
socializing agent. He must have oppor-
tunity for conventions, and must travel
and hold conference with other social groups
than his own territory, so that, as in the
days of the pioneer preacher, he may be
a real bond for the social solidarity of
the nation as a whole. He should not
confine his studies to theology, but should
broaden the range of his human regard
so as to take into the sweep of his min-
istry even the simple-minded folk of a
rural hamlet and give to them the ideas
that are fundamental to the establishment
of the kingdom of God in actual govern-
ment in this world wherein abideth right-
eousness and peace and spiritual joy in
actual achievement of the tasks Jesus
Christ gave us to perform.
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THE RURAL CHURCH MOVEMENT

which proves beyond question that it is
losing its hold upon the community” (p. 11).

2. “Church membership in Windsor
County increased in twenty years 4 per
cent and in Tompkins County 2 per cent”
(p. 18). These statistics of increase of
membership lose some of their significance
as to actual conditions of church life when
we find this fact, based upon accurate
information, stated thus: “One church in
Windsor County, with an average attend-
ance of 75 had an enrolled membership
of 271, of whom only 186 were finally
found to be living. In another church the
actual count for a period of six months
showed only 10 per cent of the resident
members attending church” (p. 21).

3. Decline in church expenditures:
“Church expenditures in Windsor County
declined 2 per cent, and in Tompkins
County 9 per cent in twenty years” (p. 13).
“The churches of both counties are giving
less and less pay to their ministers” (p. 14).
“The amount of real pay declined 7 per
cent in Windsor County and nearly 16
per cent in Tompkins County” (p. 14).

4. The character of the mimistry: “In
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THE RURAL CHURCH MOVEMENT

of non-churchgoing, and bring into closer
union the religious forces of country life
so frequently now divided in the face of
stronger organized enemies of religious

progress.
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THE RURAL CHURCH MOVEMENT

no small part in awakening the national
social consciousness to the importance of
maintaining the leadership in the Rural
Life movement of the country church as
a conserving force in our rural civilization.
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SOCIAL CENTER PARISH PLAN-

communities. It seems to me we would
make greater progress in home missions
and church extension than we are now
making under our present policy, which
we have inherited from the pioneer past.
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THE RURAL SUNDAY SCHOOL

many to balk at the idea of a Sunday
school.

4. The failure, in large measure, of the
church to master the modern soctal move-
ment which is in many ways utilizing the
Sabbath for its own propaganda without
the church and Sunday school.

5. The increased magration of popula-
tion in well-defined currents of movement,
urban and rural, latitudinal and lon-
gitudinal, within the national domain; and
international, designated as emigration and
immigration. Until new adjustments can
be made these currents of population must
necessarily affect the Sunday school as an
educational institution.

6. The high cost of limng which results
in enforced celibacy with its resultant
social vices; the high prices of land in
and near population centers, and the high
cost of building materials, as well as
skilled labor in the trades, with corre-
sponding low wages of women, and un-
skilled male labor. All these lead to a de-
creased birth rate, and to social conditions
not favorable to religious instructions so
far as current methods are concerned.
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THE RURAL SUNDAY SCHOOL

tion so that they may see the value of social
cleavage as a part of the social process,
and at the same time be taught the mean-
ing of social justice that requires of them
enlistment in the warfare against organ-
ized vice and sin; and, further, it has the
chance to give themn that view of society
that will enable themn to see the obliga-
tions they bear to one another in the
great social fabric of which they are a
part, and give to them a social conscious-
ness that will overcome class consciousness
and lead them to respect the rights of
others in the fields of opportunity.

4. It uses a textbook that deals with
social and political facts of human history
and contains those moral and spiritual
truths that furnish the main supports of
an enduring government: (1) honor to all
men who do the world’s work, (2) a heart
interest in human brotherhood, (3) rev-
erence for God, and (4) respect for
authority.!

The international system of Sunday
school lessons when put upon a modern
graded system of instruction, with well-
" 1Compare 1 Pet. 3. 17,
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THE RURAL CHURCH MOVEMENT

is no estimating the social and political
values that may result within the next
decade or two. With such groups of
men and women on guard in our several
communities, with an organization that is
world-wide in its federative reach, it re-
quires no gift of prophecy to foretell that
the nations that have won the first battles
for political integrity and social justice
will never go back to the old regime of
political corruption and social wrong
through special privilege and individual
greed and cunning. Then we shall be in
sight of that kingdom that cometh not
with observation—a kingdom of righteous-
ness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.
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CHAPTER IX
THE RURAL BIBLE CLASS

THis is an age when we are measuring
every organizalion and institution on the
basis of efficiency. The church and Sunday
school are no longer judged alone by the
intake of members, but also by the output
of members in forms of real service to the
community in which they are located.

There is no institution so well fitted to
express this phase of church efficiency as
the Bible class in the Sunday school, and
in the open country the adult Bible class
is beginning to be looked upon as one of
the most promising factors in solving the
problem of the country church and other
problems of the Rural Life movement.

Itis our purpose in this chapter to point
out some of the practical things a well
organized rural Bible class can do in the
community.

SoME PracticaL THINGS A RURAL BIBLE
Crass Can Do

We have gotten beyond the time when
123



























THE RURAL CHURCH MOVEMENT

of men organized under a different name.
There are cases where the rural Bible
class has carried out such a program.

Such a plan of work will make our rural
Sunday schools a real force in the com-
munities where they are so organized, and
will help to restore to many a rural region
the lost domain of the country church
and help to reestablish the primacy of
the spiritual and intellectual leadership of
the rural parish and parson.
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COOPERATION AND FEDERATION

result. It is the duty of the rural leader
to master for himself such a definition
and to make it plain to those whom he
leads; especially is this the duty of the
country minister.
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THE CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION

sult of the Association idea—the binder or
coordinating factor in the greater Christian
movement that is to make the kingdoms
of this world (in spite of the discouraging
facts to the contrary) the kingdoms of
our Lord and of his Christ.

So I believe the Rural Church move-
ment has already worked out for it, through
these various agencies, the ideas of an
achieving program for the church of the
open country, which, when worked by
trained leadership, supported by an ad-
equate home missions policy, and an intel-
ligent educational system, in cooperation
with all other rural social forces, will be
able to dominate the leadership of the
entire Rural Life movement, and thus
make our new rural civilization Christian.
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