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August 3, 2003 .
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
GATHERING MUSIC  “They’ll Know We Are Christians” #2223

*GREETING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you. ‘
The risen Christ is with us.
Praise the Lord!

*OPENING HYMN _ “All Who Hunger” #2126

OPENING PRAYER
Most generous God, you have given us everything we have
and all that we are, but so often we forget to thank you.
Instead we begrudge your good gifts, complaining that we
ought to have been given more — more talents, more time,
more opportunities. When we compare our gifts to others’, we
become envious, wishing that our lives were more like theirs.
Merciful God, forgive us for our ingratitude. Help us to rejoice
in the ways you have blessed our sisters and brothers. Teach ‘
us to recognize the many ways in which you have blessed us,
and inspire us to use our gifts to serve you. Through your Son,
Jesus Christ, in whom we are made one. Amen.



EPISTLE LESSON Ephesians 4:1-16
I, therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which
you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one
another in love, making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.
There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your calling,
one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above all and through

‘ all and in all. But each of us was given grace according to the measure of Christ’s gift.
Therefore it is said, “When he ascended on high he made captivity itself a captive; he
gave gifts to his people.” (When it says, “He ascended,” what does it mean but that he
had also descended into the lower parts of the earth? He who descended is the same one
who ascended far above all the heavens, so that he might fill all things.”) The gifts he
gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors
and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of
Christ, until all of us come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God,
to maturity, to the measure of the full stature of Christ. We must no longer be children,
tossed to and fro and blown about by every wind of doctrine, by people’s trickery, by their
craftiness in deceitful scheming. But speaking the truth in love, we must grow up in every
way into him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and knit
fogether by every ligament with which it is equipped, as each part is working properly,
promotes the body’s growth in building itself up in love.

*HYMN “Make Us One” #2224

@:cosPEL LESSON John 6:24-35
So when the crowd saw that neither Jesus nor his disciples were there, they themselves
got into the boats and went to Capernaum looking for Jesus. When they found him on the
other side of the sea, they said to him, “Rabbi, when did you come here?” Jesus
answered them, “Very truly, | tell you, you are looking for me, not because you saw signs,
but because you ate your fill of the loaves. Do not work for the food that perishes, but for
the food that endures for eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. For it is on him
that God the Father has set his seal.” Then they said fo him, “What must we do to perform
the works of God?” Jesus answered them, “This is the work of God, that you believe in
him whom he has sent.” So they said to him,” What sign are you going to give us then, so
that we may see it and believe you? What work are you performing? Our ancestors ate
the manna in the wilderness; as it is written, ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.”
Then Jesus said to them, “Very truly, | tell you, it was not Moses who gave you the bread
from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the true bread from heaven. For the bread
of God is that which comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.” They said to
him, “Sir, give us this bread always.” Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. Whoever
comes to me will never be hungry, and whoever belives in me will never be thirsty.”

MEDITAT!ON “Gifted and Talented” Sarah McGiverin

PERIOD OF REFLECTION AND DECISION



OFFERING : “Give Thanks” #2036

HOLY COMMUNION

*HYMN “The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve” - #2241

*BENEDICTION AND BLESSING ; | .
C

LGS S D2 L BRI LS Rev. Ruth Harper Stevens

=TT Y P SN A ST Ml et Tl Sarah McGiverin

Celebrént ...................................... Rev. Lisa Brown Col‘

Pianist ................................................ Julie Covach



