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WHY DO YOU - OR WHY DON'T YOU?

Do you know Toni Brown? I don't; but 1 am even so indebted to her. I commend to your
reading a short statement she made in the May 1981 Reader's Digest (pp. 110-112). It is a
simple accounting of why she goes to church. Those of us who do attend church services can
profit from that statement; those who don't can, at the least, ponder it!

In the same week that I read this article by Toni Brown, I read also a church news-
letter from one of the larger congregations in our Conference. The pastor of that church
was wondering where, on a given Sunday, the "other two-thirds" of their members are. Across
the United States, United Methodist Churches average about 35% of their membership being
present in a worship service. The pastor who wrote about it spoke for many of us. It hap-
pens that many churches are significantly below that national average and Duke Memorial is
one of them.

Out of the coinciding of these two statements, I began to wonder how many of us could
- and would - write a statement of why they attend church. Rsther than a printed homily or
exhortation from me on this subject, I now invite members of Duke Memorial to compose their
own short statements of why they attend Church services and send them to me, Some of them
may be used, in part or in whole, from time to time in the Messenger. On the "equal time"
doctrine, those who don't come to church are invited also to make their statements and send
them to me. We will not publish them; but it is possible that this would be a learning
experience for both the writer and the reader., It might even help to resolve some of the
impasses in which we find ourselves now and again!

Cne of the factors that made me ready to receive the Gospel was the realization of how
far away from the Church - and more important, from Jesus — I had drifted simply because I
had been working sbout a hundred hours weekly. A young friend who declared himself an
atheist was an ardent evangelist for his position and worked very hard to get me to Jjoin
him, I found with some horror that it would require very little for me to get there. Re-
flection on that whole context of experiences made me far more ready to hear and receive
the Gospel than I had ever been before. In God's good time, it came, I have been thankful
ever since, and thankful even for Paul Bowling who was the apostle of atheism., Often I
wonder where he is and what has happened to him. He helped me realize where I had drifted.

So, sharpen your pencils (and wits if need be) and share with all of us why you do
attend church, or, if you don't,share that with me! Who can know the good that may come
for many of us?

-— Ed Smith
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ANOTHER MESSAGE FROM MARGARET ANNE

This week T would like to share with you things I liked about the recent two-night meet-
ing of a task force to plan summer activities...

I like the committee makeup itself, which included adults, youth, and children - all

three groups making valuable contributicns!

I like the way we spent time at the begimning of our meeting getting to know one another
better by sharing "The best thing that ever happened to us at Duke Memorial and how it made
us feel." (Did you know that Oliver Upchurch courted Helen at Duke Memorial and it made him
feel good emnough to join our churchi)

I liked hearing the story of the man who built his house upon a rock and it stood safe
and secure against the storms - and then thinking about how to build our summer program omn
a secure foundation,

Listening to Janie Crocker (our Comsultant in Christian Education for the summer) read
the story of the "Three Little Pigs" was delightful -~ and well you might ask "What did that
have to do with summer plans!" Well, of course, we had to think about all the "wolves' that
could blow our summer "house'" down and bring disaster rather than success - like poor plan-
ning, ete. :

What 1 liked best, of course, was the wonderful list of summer activities that emerged

from our planning and that will be revealed to you soon.
One last thing - I especially liked two answers on the youth's list of things we can do

to make sure our summer plans are

successful:

"Tell everyone what's happening" and '"Be

friendly to everyone we see at church --- even adults!i!"

VAN TRIP COMING UP ON JUNE 7th!

An event of great significance in the
life of Bill Haddock affords us the oppertu-
nity for our next Van Trip! On the evening
of June 7th at Annual Conference in Fayette-
ville, Bill will be ordained an Elder in the
United Methodist Church. A trip to Annual
Conference is being organized for those of
you who would like to see what Conference is
like, to participate in an Ordination Ser-

00PS! DID YOU FORGET?

forgot to return vyour
In fact, we have re-
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believe that more than 34 persons in our
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turn in the questionnaire! Please fill
yours out if you haven't dome so, and return
it to the church office as soon as possible.

Several of you
Adult Questionnaires!

vice, and to support Bill as he takes this

memorable step in his ministry. Please call
the Church Office to reserve a space on the
Van.

Note also: a special session with the

ministers is being plamnned for Sunday morn-
ing on June 7th at 10:00 a. m. in the Brad-
shaw Room for you to learn about ''The Or-
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