
ADMINISTRATIVE BOARD MINUTES JANUARY 16, 1973 

The Administrative Board of Duke Hemorial United Methodist Church met 
Tuesday, January 16, 1973 at 7:45 p. m. in the Bradshaw Room with Mr. Laney 
Funderburk, Chairman, presiding. Sixty-six board members and many other 
interested members attended the meeting. 

The invocation was given by Mr. Ran Few. 

The December minutes were corrected and approved. The letter from Judge 
Spears which should have accompanied the mailed December minutes was read again, 
as were letters of appreciation to Mrs. Cannon and Hrs. Husted. 

Mr. William Self, treasurer, gave the monthly treasurer's report, a copy of 
which is filed with the minutes. Due to the underpledging of the Church budget 
for 1973, a revised budget was presented. The Conference Benevolent expenditures 
were not cut, but reductions were in local Church program. The revised budget 
was accepted upon the motion of Mr. Self, seconded by Dr. Hammond. A copy of the 
revi.sed 1973 budget is on file with these minutes. 

Mrs. Seeley, Chairman of Missions, announced an indefinite postponement of 
the Mission Study due to inability to get the materials. 

Mr. Houston Blair, Chairman of Social Concerns, commented on the interest 
of the combined Adult Sunday School Classes being sponsored by his committee. 
Dr. Tommy Langford is speaking at both the January 14 and 21st combined sessions. 
Regarding the Community Life Center Program he reported he had met with the 
Coordinating Council and advised them that the Administrative Board had approved 
the program. The Council agreed to all provisions the Administracive Board had 
set up (minutes of November). The Council proposed that in April or May the 
operationpfthe program could begin. The County Health Department had investigated 
the space and found it suitable. 

Mr. Funderburk appointed four members from Duke Uemorial to be on the 
governing board. These members are ~fr. Houston Blair, Chairman, Mrs. Walter 
Seeley, Judge Marshall T. Spears from the Board of Trustees and Mr. W. E. 
Whitford from the Grounds and lfaintenance Commission. 

Mr. Wyatt Di.JCOn, Chairman of Records and History, announced that be and his 
Committee are hard at vork digging deeply into the history of our Church and 
doing painstaking research to compile an accurate and lasting history of our 
Church and its heritage.. A motion by Mr. Jack Cliff~ seconded by Urs. Susan 
Thistlethwaite for expenditure of money, about $80.00. for steel shelving for 
storing records was carried. 

l-frs. Crenshaw, Director of Week Day School at Duke Memorial announced an 
enrollment of 218. 

Hr. C. E. Phillips, Chairman of the Music Committee, announced the Musical 
Vespers for Sunday, January 21, at 4:00 p. m. at which time an organ concert 
will be given by Graham Ellerbee, West Palm Beach, Florida. He urged attendance 
of our own members to the lfusical Vespers. A reception will follow the concert. 
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Mrs. Alan Whanger, President of the United }1ethodist Women, gave a detailed account of the disbursement of $1813.23 for Home Missions which represented 45% 
of the Fall Festival profit. 

Mrs. Thistlethwaite, DRE, announced that she was teaching a course on The Creative Woman and that other things were planned for the emphasis on 
Spiritual Renewal. 

Rev. Hubbard outlined briefly the planned programs aimed toward our program of Spiritual Renewal and Evangelism. Beside the previously announced lectures by Dr. Langford of Adult Church School Classes and the course being taught by Mrs. Thistlethwaite, plans are being laid for an eight week teaching session in the Adult Church School Classes. The youth of the Church are continuing their prayer services each week. Beginning on Ash Wednesday, each Wednesday there will be prayer services in our Church until week before Easter. During the Lenten Season there will be two minute witnessing sessions each Sunday at the morning service by selected members. Beginning Palm Sunday and continuing through Thursday there will be evening preaching with the youth class being admitted for Church membership Thursday. On Friday, the youth will again present the pantomime given at Easter, with all Church members having a chance to rededicate their lives at this service. 

Dr. Earl Brown moved that Rev. Cliff Shoaf be designated the title of Minister in Residence. The motion. seconded by Mr. Bill Coman, was unanimously passed. 

Regarding old business, Mr. Funderburk read letters from the Spence Bible Class and the Katie Johnson Bible Class opposing the Community Life Center Program and asking that the matter be reconsidered. 

Mr. Harry Rodenhizer, speaking for t:he Boy Scouts, pointed out that for years there was no room designated for the Scouts, and now that they did have one, asked that that space not be used by the proposed Life Center Program. 

f>tLilf'Hammond recommended that the wishes of the Scout Program should be ~i r and that an alternate space should be sought. 

Dr. Earl Brown moved, "The Committee be put into immediate operation and get all the answers possible about the program and report back before any further definite action is taken." Tha motion was seconded by Mrs. Seeley and carried. 

Mr. Tom White~ a Trustee, read a letter expressing strong opposition to Federal funding in a church program. 

Mr. Chappell, President of the Spence Bible Class, asked several questions that he wished the committee to consider. 

Rev. Bob Young, whose family are relatively new members of Duke Memorial, made a plea for the program. 



... 



-3-

Tom McCauley, representing the Anchor Class, expressed the thought that 
the program needs to be studied in depth and get a solid foundation. 

Mrs. Marcus Copelan· , speaking as the daughter of Charter members of 
Duke Memorial, asked that the program be reviewed and she felt it had been 
undertaken too quickly. 

Gen. James Holsinger made the point that it was a cheap program to get 
recognition that our Church was doing something for the elderly when actually 
not any church members were involved. Mr. C. E. Phillips, Jr. concurred in 
Gen. Holsinger's remarks and does not wish tax money to dictate to our church. 

Mr. Jack Cliff moved that if the program is put into effect, one hour 
of Bible Study daily must be part of the program. The motion was seconded by 
Mrs. Thistlethwaite and carried. 

Mr. Rodenhizer defended the Boy Scout group of Duke Memorial Church as 
being 75% black and low income. Mr. Kenneth Howard and Dr. Ed Hammond gave 
support to Mr. Rodenhizer's outstanding work in the Scout program. A motion 
made by Mr. Howard and seconded by Dr. Hammond was for a Resolution of Appreci
ation be drawn up and sent to Mr. Rodenhizer. The motion carried. 

In final remarks, Rev. Hubbard stressed that we need religion and we can 
afford to give much more to our Church than we do. He is going to preach and 
he is going to lead, but he is not going to make church decisions, that must 
be the members' responsibility. He stressed that what we do must be in the 
spirit of Christ. The meeting was dismissed by prayer by Mr. Hubbard • 
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Respectfully submitted, 
g . rh.~ 
fu~e' lfattox, Secretary 
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