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| Timethy 5:1=5 el |

‘I‘Qduc'r Tony &1 .

| . About—a year ago (in early 1959), the
western world was shocked to learn of a massive,
government-enforced breaking up of families in
9%1‘ the largestof the earth's nations, This
cial upheavel was srd~is the establishment in
China of massive communes, in which people no
lenger live together as families, Men are in
ge domiteries for men only., Women are in simi-
buildings for women only. Once a week men
may visit their wives or women friends, Children
are cared for and trained in large groups, with
only eccasional visits by their parents if they
knew them in pre-cemmunal times, The system was
first tfried in the area of rural village life,
where in China family ties traditienally have
been strong. Resentment and resistance to the
egggjaz was so strong that for a while it
mggﬁf t the communists had made a serious mis-
take which might cest them their held on the |and,
More recent reports inform us that the hope seems
vain that the system of family-destreying communes
‘" be abandened and communism re jected in China,
Insf&%d, in=the tastFew—weeks word comes from
China that the commundé® system “is being establisheg
on a large scale in the cities, ane—thet Within @
‘@r=sg prebably 9/10.ormore of the Chinese

'+ be living outside of family groups. This
N A
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I Timethy 5:1-5 ‘ 2
SR \VAs |
hange in basic living fer a mighty people
is comihg about as part of China's determination t
become the world's leading industrial and military
nation, in a matter of a decade or se, as cempared
jFithe years it took te develop industrializatio
sewhere in the world,

2+ We might exclaim in horrer at China's force

truction of the family system, We might say

t people won't stand for it, that it won't
work, that it is immeraé and godless, The fact
remains that communal living is being used as the
basic pattern of 1i¥e in one of the world's larges
and greatest countries, The peor communication
which we of the United States have with Red China
prevents us from knowing a great many of the de-
tails, se we-can not make comparisions accurately

between communal life and family living, but can
¢§%ﬁ%eralize.

3. The pattergn of a home is based around the
lexye of a man for one woman, se that they marry b
establish a separate dwelling place for them-
se|lves and their children, This is the pattern we
as christians believe in and think God approves,
This pattern of home |ife is that which is being
dened by a large segment of the werld today.
abandenment of the heme should be a pewerful
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I Timorpy 5:1=5 e

T‘tive te those of us who believe the home te
be sacred to examine carefully the basis fer our
belief, We need to ask and to study honestly the
uestion, "ls home |ifépecessary to human welfare”
ﬁﬁproach the question here by thinking about a
w types of homes which demenstrate some of the
functions of home, as we normally think ef them,
As we think of each type or function of heme the
ds of eur sermon topic might pop up in eur
ds, "ls this home necessary?"

|« Homes which ebviously are net necessary,

l. An intriguing stery ef the Old Testament
is that of Joseph, a beleved son whe by his jeal-
ous brethers was seld inte slavery, He was bought
by a man named Potiphar, who made him a househeld
vant, Jeseph was a tal | and handseme young man
g 3 )
s Who very soon became an gb ject of desire te
Petiphar's wife. One day when Petiphar was away
his unfaithful wife tempted Joseph, but he reject-
ecaher, |In anger she hidd te her husband when he
rned, se that Jeseph was accused of the woeng
intention and cast inte prison, Potiphar's home
was one in which lived an unfaithful partner to
the marriage., Her unfaithfulness caused anger and
mry to herself, suspicion in her husband, and
stice fo an innecent man, Is this home nec-
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| Timothy 5:1-5 Sl

sary? Of course net! It would have been .
better that that heme had never existed., A home
where exists infidelity of one or beth partners is
ap unnecessary one, to say the |east, Jesus himpe

f recegnized infidelity, or adultery, as the
one justifiable grounds for diverce, However,
humans are not all bad, as they are net all god,
se it may be that one whe threugh weakness slips
.o infidelity on occasion can effectively re-

irm leve for his partner and have a bether-
than-ever heme, The basic fact of christianity is
that we can be forgiven and have a new and geod
life, It is constant and intentional infidelity
which we mean when we say that a home of infidelit:
is unnecessary and intolerable,

2e We return to the story of Joseph for our

ustration of anether type of home, We leok now

fhe earlier life of Joseph, when he was a yeuth
sti'll in his father's household. Joeseph was the
youngest of Jaceb's sens, child ef Jacob's old

and Jacob leved Joseph more than all of his

‘rchildren. One sign of this special favor was
Jaceb's Qiving to Joseph a coat of many celers, a
rare thing in a day when drab and celerless cloth-
ing were normal, This coat became a symboel to the
!er brothers of their father's favoritism for

eph, so that around it crystallized a strong
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| Timothy 5:1=5 -

Z‘m HATRED OF THEIR YOpng brother, Joseph:
did not help matters any.b2=¢£k4£§ full advantage
of his father's special favoritism and pretection,
He aggravated his brothers seriously by interpre-
g his dreams to them as signs that they should
serve him, He told them once of a dream in which
eleven sheaves of grain, representing the eleven
brothers, bowed to a twelth sheath ef grain, which
interpreted as being himself, Another time he
d them of a dream in which the sun, the moon,
and eleven stars, representing his parents and his
family, made obedience signs te a star which was
fer him, Even his father rebuked him for this one,
Because of the gugyst and unwise favoritism shown
by Jaceb to Joseph, and beeause of Jeseph's over-
bearing pride and spitefulness, the brothers became
extremely jealous of Joseph and were hateful to
an, Finally when they were all away from home
day they took an opportunity to seize him, The
brethers debated if they should kill hims A group
of slave traders came by just then, so they sold
hige instead, He was taken to Egypt and sold..
‘loseph's boyhood home might be termed a home of
jealousy; strong, passionate, hating jealousies.
Only the chance of a passing group of slave frader:
kept the jealousy fromresulting in murder, Oc-
ional ly in today's news we hear of family
lousies resulting in even greater violdnce, so
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I Timothy 5:1=5 : - 8

whole families are destroyed, Is a home of
Jealousy desirable? Is this home necesary? Of
course notl An honest attempt to show love equal-
ly to all the children in the home, and an earmest
Qorf to set .a good example in all things, will
rve parents well in preventing a homs from becom
ing an wnnecessary home of jealousy,

3« We turn to another part of the O|ld Testa-
t, the little<known book of Habakkuk, for a
thought about a third type of home, Habakkuk
reveals the prophet as having deepkx cencern about
the viédence which the warriors of Chaldea are
visiting on his people, and that it seems that God
has forsaken him and his people, He begins a
watch on a city tower, determined to stay there
until he receives a message from God, The message
®@s as a vision, in which God referred to the
aring transgressor in these terms: "He trans-
gresseth by wine, he is a proud man, neigher keep-
eth at heme, who enlargeth his desire as hell, and
i s death, and cannot be satisfied, but gather-
‘unfc him al | nations, and keepeth unto him all
people:", We would spotlight the two adjacent
phrases of this Scripture: "he is a proud man,
neither keepeth at home," The Scripture is point-
@ to excessive pride as being the driving motive
a cruel, warring, unjst, drunken, acquisitive
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a, Pride, learned and developed at home,
casses such a man to go out from his home to do
Il sorts of damage te others, on both large and
smal| scales, We could spend lets of time today
pointing tfo modern-day pride developed at home
Which causes all sorts of damage,

. be We Yankees might look at the southern
white man's ‘home-grown pride that he is super ior
te the black man, and say that here is an 1|lus-
tration, It's safe to leok at others!' sins,
not half so uncomfortable as te think of our own,
Let's turn a bit closer home, however,

Ce How about the pride that some of us get
n our reputations?azs A person once told me thaf
is reputation was bettery than mine. | would-
n't argue with him a bit on that point. | would
say that if we act primarily te protect our re-
tation we are |living defensively as a rule,

t constructively, Too much emphasis on ones
own social, financial or religieus standing
indicates undue pride (or may be, perhaps, a
sign of lack of self-confidence! ?), | have

own many families whose chief drive seemed to

to be respected, not to serve, But respect
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| Timothy 5:1=5 : . 8
i .,:éai ned sometimes by power, wealth or posi=
‘ tion which may have been gained unjustly. Samm
n kkmesxhEyxpawEryxweskkRxsrxg@sxx A person drive
by too much pride can become a Hitler, a Mao,
gangster, or a deepiy-entrenched crooked po-
litical leader, He can alse be simpiy a smal |=
scale snob, who considers himself, his standard:
his mental ability, his ppiritual bife, to be

etter than anybody else's; and who shows this
ttitude rather plainly,

d. We find excéssive home-grewn pride in ou
institutions at times too. Those which should
be service institutions, |ike the church, are
somet imes more motivated by pride than by a
desire to serve people, "W've got the biggest
budget, the finest building, the most members,

he oldest organization, the |east debt, the
moothest preacher,” and so on, we may say,
We may have, too, but even if all these should
be true, pride and the things we accomplish
‘hen drivey by it; makes poor achievement for

n institution fhaf would do fhe work of fhe e
meek and humble Christ., ;

e. To the question, "ls this home necessa-
y," about either a family or a church home
n which teo much pride exists, we would have
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e Most of us would think of home as being at
sast a necessary place for the satisfaction of
e needs of the bedy, such as the need for food,
or shelter, or for ether physical attention,
In Chapter || the New Testament's | Corinthians
has an instance in which the apostie Paul dealt
th-a church problem by pointing te the home, Th
.oblem was that a let of deadbeats were coming
te the church observance of the Lord's Supper be-
cause they were hungery, The Lerd's meal was ther
being observed as a real meal, provided for the
people and the service by the deacons, These of-
fenders to whom Paul referred came early so that
they could grab the best food. They usually left
teo little for anybody else, or at least ate all
e best foods About this Paul wrote, "Wherefore
brethren, when ye come together te eat, tarry
one for another, Andif any man hunger, let him
eat at home," Referring to home as a bodily
ling station, we might ask, "Is this home ne-
sary?" Then we remember military life, col=-
lege |life, restaurants, or Red China's communes,
and we know the answer: "one can eat about anye
where, To share fellowship and love at home over
t table is wonderful, but the home cannot be
stifed simply as a place to meet bodily need,”’
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® Timothy 5:1-5 - 10

.’p‘mfs}'e much more efficient and economical mass
production ways to care for the body, you see,
than in individual, smal l-unit homes,

Mamzsxwhighxaxexnezsessarkyx 5. Many more
examples from the Bible might be given of homes
that could be called "unnecessary." These could
come, too, from community or insitutional life,

.:m your own observation or experience, We must
member that no one of these or other ob jection-
able traits is the only characteristic of any
home, We must realize that some of the traits we
have mentioned or might mention are good when they
exist to a limited degree, WYe wmimhkk have been
over-simplyfying a bit to stress the truths with
which we deal,  Let's gwbtch our attention new to
some different home characteristics, and think

Il. Homes which are necessary,

le Home is a place of refuge and safety, The

y of one of the plagues which the Lord visited
on Egypt when Moses was fryin% te free the people
of Israel illustrates this, 'he particular plague
was a terrific hail storm. Moses told the people
Isra¢| to go home, where they would be safe
m the storme The safety in a real heme is
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| Tumoth $el-5 v 4

.§o much the physical safety as the safefy ahd

securify of knowing the folks there love you,

no matter what, |Is this type of home necessary?
f\ég to the human spirit, As we mature and grow

s we find that our faith provides this type
of security in the assurance of God's love, A
communal system can never give the personal, en-

richening, secure |ove which a monegamous home at
.s best can provide,

2+ A home is a place where people are treated
with respect for them as individuals, where each
adult and each child counts, We all need this
respect, te have a place where intervals of time
are made possible when our mental and spiritual
defenses can be relaxed because we know folks the
aren't attacking our personalities,

. 3, Home is a place of happiness, There is th
famous wartime stery of the newly-married young
man with a |-A classificatien who gave his local
iff board religious reasons fer not drafting
« His reason was straight from the Bible, wher
in Deuterenemy 21:5 is written, "When a man hath
taken a new wife, he shall not go eut to war, nei-
ther shall he be charged with any business: but

,shall be free at home one year, and shall
eer up his wi fe which he hath taken," The Re-
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d Standard Version of the Bible more accurate|
translates it "he shall stay at home for a year
and be happy with the wife whom he has taken,"

pplnegh is hard to comey. Most people would
hat a good home provides life's happiest
experiences, |!s this type home necessary? It is
if individual worth and happiness hay values,
which we be| ieve they do. You don't find many

py people in large-scale group living projects,
you?

e Home is a place in which the love of God
is most effectively taught, Point te a home in
which the parents earnestly and industriousily
seek to |ead in the practice of private and public
worship.ef God, and the chances are extremely high
that the children grow up with w deep religious

vicflon teo. ®f regular worship at church
‘Q\priorlfy wi th Dadx over painting the house

or goﬁng fishing, you can almest bet safely that
Junier will give worship the same priorify when
rows. up, Are homes necessary in which Christ

bhsidered the head of the household? kkxiksx

They are for most of us, Wé we are te experience
the saving power of Jesus, Most of our homes

don't measure up in this regard as much as we woul
\ (6

But most of us at least make some effort
hébe godly homes, The communal system, on the
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N ,%ﬁs Bzgéd on a phllosphy which says that =~

there is no God!}

5. Home is a place which can give a foretaste
> joys so greaf that the best we can say about
ernal |ife is to describe it as a home, Is
such a home‘npcessaryZWWWeueften speak of "heaven"
as "our eternal home," As the goal of living
ven is a powerful. lncenfave to goeds An earfh-
home whéch demonstrate nd ceope enes
wél| mmskxa just some of . ‘he lm%’lg ¢ gegﬂ Yie
view of the substance of eternity, if we are to
believe our Bibles,

Conglusion:
l. We would conclude by saylng that a christ-
|an *Exanmxknxwkam home is one in which s de-

yaloped respect and love for individuals and for
nd in which is achieved an opftimistic out-

look” of falith toward |ife after death,

o As a verse from today's Scripture states

t* widows, so might well be stated about
home: "if any.., have children .or nephews, let
them learn first to shew piety at home, and teo
requite their parents: for that is geod before
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| Timothy 5:1=5 %k

.. Homes in which such standards prevail are-
necessary in at least some numbers if man is to
continue as man -- a being of mortal flesh but who
is , of all living beings, immortal and eternal
6mind and in spirit,
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