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A : "Is This Home Necessaryf" 

Text: I Timothy 5:4 -- "if any •• have children 
nephews, let them learn first to show piety 
eme, ·and to requite their parents; for that 

is goed and acceptable befere God." 

Pr~position: For a christian a necessary home 
~hich ls develeped respect and leve 
1'fr individuals and for God, and in which is 
achieved an optimistic outleok of faith teward 
life .after death. 

Date wr i tteni- May 6, 196o. 
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I T t m• .. t h y 5 : 1-5 

.duct ion l 

1.-Abo~t ·~year ago (in early 1959), the 
western world was shocked to learn of a massive, 
government-enforced breaking up of families in 

~ f the largesfQf the earth's nations. This 
s c1al uphe~v•I wa~ ane i:s the establishment in 
China of massive communes, in which people no 
longer live togetner as ·families. Men are in 

ge domitories for men only. , Wo•en are in simi-
bu i I dings for women only. Once a week men 

may visit th~ir wifes or women friends. Children 
are c1red for and . trai ned i'n I erge groups, with 
only •ccasional visits by their parents if they 
knew them in pre-cemmunal times. The system was 
first tried in the area of rural village life, 
where in China family ties tr8~itienally have 
been strong. Resentment and r·es i stance to the 

ov~tlo~ was ·so strong that for a while it 
~~~~t the communists had made a serious mis­

take which might cost them their hold on the land. 
More recent reports inform us that the hope seems 
v ·n that the system of family-destroying communes 

~e abandoned anq communism rejected in China. 
Instead, lo~ew weeks word comes from 
China that the commune. system"·ts being establ ishe 
on a laroe scale in the cities# a.Re -t-Acrt i·thin<a-

Ol ...-::: t"t M . I . . 
~ probably 9 IQ .or more of the Chinese 

I be living outside of family groups. This 
~\~ 
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I T i met h y 5 : l -5 2 . . 
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L.n\J 
iv~hange in basic living for a mighty people 

is comihg about as part of China's determination t 
become the world's leading industrial and military 
nation, in a matter of a decade or so, as compared 

the years it took to develop industrializatio 
swwhere ·t n the . w:>r id. 

2~ We might ex61aim ·in horror at China's fore~ 
truction of the family system~ We might say 
t- people· won't stand for it, that it won't 

work, that it is immora6 and godless. The fact 
remains thttt communal living is being used as the 
baste pattern of · ·1 i9'e in one of the world's lerges 
and greatest countries. The peor communication 
which . we ef the United States have with Red China 
prevents us from knowing a great many of the de­
tails, so we-· can not meke comparisions cccurately 
b w~~communal life and family living, but can 
~""ceher a I i ze. 

3. The pat te~n of a home is based around the 
e of a man for one woman, so _:th.at they marry ~ 
est ab I ish a· s@!'par~fe dwel I ing place for them­

selves and their children. This.is the pattern we 
as christians believe in and think God approves. 
This pattern of home life is that which is being 

dened by a large segment of the world today. 
abandenment of the home should be a powerful 
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f Timo.t'9.Y 5: 1-5 3 

t1ve to those of us .,o believe the home te 
sacred to examine carefully the b•sis for our 

belief. We need to ask and to study honestly the 
u~ ion, "Is home Ii f~ecessary to human we If are~ 

l"fPproach the quest_i .on here by thinking about a 
w ypes· of homes which demonstrmte some of the 

functions of home, as w~ normally think of them. 
As we think of each type or function of ••me the 

ds of •ur sermon topic might pop up in our 
ds, "is· this home ·necessary?" 

I. Homes which obviously are net necessary. 

I. An intriguing stery of the Old Testament 
is that of Joseph,· a bei'eved son whe by his jeal­
ous brothers was seld into slavery. He was bought 
by a man named Potiphar. W"lo made htm a household 

vant. Joseph was a tat I and h11ndseme young m~~ 
, who very soon became an !bject of desire te 

Petiphar•s wife. One day when Potiphar was away 
his unfaithful wife tempted Joseph, but he reject­
e~er. In anger she il•d te her hu~~and when he 
~rned, so that Joseph was· accused •f the woong 
intention and cast into prison. Potiphar's home 
was one in Wiich lived 8n unfaithful partner to 
the marriage. Her unfalthfulness caused anger and 

ry to herself. suspicion in her husband. and 
st ice to an innocent man. Is this home nee-
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I Timothy 5:1-5 4 

. sary? Of course nofJ It Y«>U Id have been • 
better that that home had never esisted. A home 
where exists infidelity of one or both partners is 
a unnecessary one. to say the least. Jesus him,. 

f recegnized infidelity. or adultery. as the 
one justifiable grounds for diverce. However. 
humans are not all bad. as they are not all g>od. 
so it may be that one who through weakness slips 
· o infidelity on occasion can effectively re-

irm leve fGr his partner and have a better­
than-ever hGme. The basic fact of christianity is 
thmt we can be forgiven and have a new and good 
life. It is cons·tant and intentional infidelity 
which we mean when we say that a home of infidel it· 
is unnecessary and intoierable. 

2. We return to the story of Joseph for our 
4str•tion of another type of home. We leok now 
he earl iEf" I ife of Joseph. when he was a youth 

still in his father's household. Joseph was the 
youngest of Jaceb's sons. child of Jacob's old 
~ and Jacob loved Joseph more than al I of his 
~children. On~ sign cif this special favor was 
Jacob's giving to Joseph a coat of many colers. a 
rare thing in a day when dr~b and colorless cloth­
ing were normal. This coat became a symbol to the 

er brothers of their father's favoritism for 
eph, so that around it crystal I ized a strong 
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I T i moth y 5 : I -5 5 

• C1R6 HATRED OF THEIR YO~ni brother. Joseph· 
did not help matters any,~ • .;.,~ ful I advant•ge 
of his father's special favoritism and protection. 
H aggravated his brothers seriously by interpre­

g his dreams to them as signs that they should 
serve him. He told them once of a dream in which 
eleven she•ves of grain, representing the eleven 
brothers. bowed to a twelth sheath of grain, which 

interpreted as being himself. Another time he 
d them of a dre8m in which the sun, the moon, 

8nd eleven stars, representing his perents and his 
f•mily, made obedience signs to a st•r which was 
ler him. Even his father rebuked him for this one. 
Because of the ~~~t and unwise favoritism shown 
by Jaceb to Joseph, and beeause of Jeseph's over­
bearing pride and spitefulness. the brothers became 
extremely jealous of Jos•~h and were hateful to 

• • Finally when they were all away from home 
day they took an opportunity to seize him. The 

grothers debated if they should kill him. A group 
of slave traders came by just then. so they sold 
h · instead. He was taken to Egypt and so Id, 

oseph's boyhood home might be termed a home of 
jealousy, strong. pass.ionate. hating jealousies. 
Only the chance of a passing group of slave traaer~ 
kept the jealousy from resulting in murder. Oc-

ional ly in today's news we hear of family 
lousies resulting in even g-eater violence, so 
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I Timoth.Y 5: t-5 6 

~ whole families are destroyed. Is a home of 
jealousy desirabl--? ls this home necesary? Of 
course notl An honest attempt to show love equal-
1· to al I the chi I jren in the home, crid an earaest 

ort to set -a good example in all things, wi II 
rve parents wel I in preventing a home from becom 

ing an unnecessary home of jealousy. 

3. We turn to another part of the Old Testa­
t, the llttle-known book of Habakkuk, for a 

th0ught about a third type of home. Habakkuk 
reveals the prophet as having deepi~ concern ~bout 
the vt•t•nce which the warriors of Chaldea are 
visiting on his people, and that it seems that God 
has forsaken him and his people. He begins a 
watch on a city tower, determined to stay there 
until he receives a message from God. The message 

es as a vision, in which God referred to the 
ring transgressor in these terms: "He trans­

gresseth by wine, he is a proud man, neither keep­
eth at home, v.ho enlargeth his desire as hell, and 

s death, and cannot be satisfied, but gather­
unto him al I nations, and heepeth unto him a 11 

people:" • . We would spotligh-t· the two adjacent 
phrases of this Scripture: "he is a proud man, 
neither keepeth at home." The Scripture is point­
. to excessive pride as being the driving motive 

a cruel, warring, unjst, drunken, acquisitive 
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7 

a. Pride, learned and devel~ped at home. 
caases such a man to go out from his home to do 
II sorts of damage to others. on both large and 

smal I scales. We could spend l•ts of time today 
pointing to modern-day pride developed at home 
Which causes a I I sor.ts of damage. 

b. We Yankees might look at the southern 
white man 's 'home-grown pride that he is superior 
to the black man. and say that here is an illus­
tration. It's safe to look at others' sins. 
not half so uncomfortable as t• think of our own 
Let's turn a bit clo~er home. however. 

c. How about the pride that some of us get 
n our re put at i ons'?•s A person once to Id me that 
is reputation was bette~ than mine. I would­

n't argue with him a bit on that point. I would 
say that if we act primarily to protect our re­

tation we are living defensively as a rule. 
t constructively. Too much emphasis on ones 

own social, financi1I or religious standing 
indicates undue pride (or may be, perhaps, a 
sign of lack of self-confidenceJ ?). I have 

own many families whose chief drive seemed to 
to be respected. not to serve. But respect 
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I limQth.)' 5: 1-5 8 

--------------~-----------------------------~gained sometimes by power, wealth or posi­
tion whlch may have been gained unjustly. i~••· 

n **••sx8¥X~•w•~~xwaaitMx~~x~asxi A person drive1 
by too much pride can become a Hitler, a Mao, 

gangster, or a deeply-entrenched crooked po-
1 itical leader. He can also be simply a smal 1-
scale snob; who con$iders himself, .. his standardi 
his mental ability, his ~plrltual &Jfe, to be 
etter than anybody else·•s; and ~ho . shows this 
ttitude rather plainly. 

d. We find exc~ssive home-grown pride in ou 
institutions at times too. Those which should 
be service institutio~s, like the church, are 
sometimes more motivated by pride than by a 
desire to serve people. "W've t•t the biggest 
budget, the finest bui I ding, the most members, 

he oljest organization, the least debt, the 
moot he st preacher," and so on, we may say. 

We may have, too, --·but even if 1111 these ·should 
be true, pride and the things we accomplish 

hen dr i veY\ by it, . makes poor achievement for 
n institution that would do the work of the •• 

meek and humb I e · Christ. · · · · · .. · · · · · ··· ·· 

e. To the question, "Is this home necessa­
y," about either a family or a church home 
n which too much pride exists, we would have 
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T i mCl t t1 y 5 : I -5 9 
-----~---------------------------------------
reply, "No, it is not necessary." 

4. Most of us v.ould think of home as being at 
~ast a necessary place for the satisfaction of 

e needs 6f the b~dy, such as the need for food, 
or shelter, or for other physi cal attention. 
In Chapt·e·r · 11 the New 'Testament's I Corinthians 
has an instance in which the .~PO~tle Paul dealt 

th · a d"lurch pr-Oblem by . pointing to the hom e. Th 
oblem was that a lot of deadbeats were coming 

te the church observance of the Lord's Supper be-
cause they were hungery. The Lord's meal was then 
being observed as a real meal, provided for the 
people and the service by the deacons. These of­
fenders to whom Paul referred came early so that 
they could grab the best food. They usually left 
teo little for anybody else, or at least ate al I 

Jl&e best food. Alita.it this Paul wrote, "Wherefore 
II' brethren, when ye come together to eat, t•rry 
one for another. And·i f any man hunger, I et him 
eat at home." Referring to home as a bodily 

•
Ii ng stat ion, we might ask, · " is this home ne­
sary?" Then we remember military life, col­

lege life, restaurants, or Red China's communes, 
and we know the answer: "one can eat about any-
where. To share fellowship and love at home over 

table is wonderful, but the home cannot be 
stifed simply as a place to meet bodily need.11 
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~ Timo.thy 5: 1-5 · 10 I 

- --------------------------------------------- -1 
~ re much more efficient and economical ma~s 

production ways to care for the body, you see, 1 

than in individual, smal I-unit homes. 

M•••sx1Mia•x•K•x~•&••s•~¥¥ 5. Many more 
examples from the Bible might be given of homes 
that coutd be cal led "unnecessary." These could 
come, too, from community or insitutional life, 

m your own observation or experience. We must 
member that no one of these or other objection­

•ble traits is the only characteristic of any 
home. We must · real ize that some of the traits we 
have mentioned or might mention are good when they 
exist to• limited degree. We •i~k~ have 9•en 
Gver-stmplyfying a bit to streas the truths with 
which we deal ... Let's sntch our •ttention now to 
some different home characteristics, and think 

Home -is a p I ace of refuge and· safety. The 
y of one of the plagues which the Lord visited 

Egypt when Moses was trying to -free the peop I e 
Israel illustrates this. The particular plague 

was a terrific hail storm. Noses told the people 
lsra•I to go home, where they would be safe 
m the storm. The safety in a real home is 
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I I 
--·----------------------------------·------V~o much the physical safety as the safety ahd 

secur1ty of knowing the folks there love you, 
no matter what. Is this type of home necessary? 

t ·~to the human spirit. As we mature and grow 
, ,·we find that our hiit'h provides this type 

of security In the assurance of God's love. A 
communal system can never give the personal, en­
richening, secure love which a monogamous home at 

s best can provi~e. 

2. A home is a piece v.tiere people are treated 
w1th respect for them as individuals, where each 
adult and each child counts. We a II need this 
respect, to have •place where intervals of time 
are made possible when our mentel and spiritual 
defenses can be relaxed because we know folks the 
aren't attacking our personalities. 

3. Home is a place of happiness. There is th 
famous wartime story of the · newly-married young 
man with a I-A classification who gave his local 

ft . board religious reasons fer not drafting 
• His reason was straight from the Bible, whe 

.in Deuteren•"'Y 24: 5 is writ ten, "When a man hath 
taken a new wife, he shall not go out to war, nei 
ther shall he be charged with any business: but 

shall be free at home one year, and shall 
eer up his wife which he hath taken." The Re-
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Ttmqthy 5:l-5 12 

--------------------~-----------------------
~ Standard Version of the Bible more accuratel 

translates it "he shal I stay at home for a year 
and be happy with the wife whom he has taken." 

pp i ness is hard to come'py. .Most . peop I e wou Id 
h~t ~good ho~~ provides life's happiest 

experiences. Is this type home necessary? It is 
if indtvidua1 worth and happiness ha values, 
which we believe they do. You d~n't find many 

py people in large-scale group living projects, 
you? 

4. Home is ·a· place in which the I ove of God 
is most effectively taught. Point to a home in 
which the parents earnestly and in~ustriously 
seek to lead in the practice of private and public 
worsh i p ... ef God, and the chances are extreme I y hi gh 
that the children grow up with• deep religious 

victd on too. l.f regular worship at church 
~priority with Dad~ over painting the house 

or gong fishing, you can almost bet safely that 
Junior wi II give worship the same priority when 

rows . up. Are · homes necessary ' in which Christ 
bnsidered the head of the household? xtxxzx 

They ar.e for most o·f us, \ff we ·are te experience 
the saving power of Jesus. Most of our homes 
don't measure up in this regard as much as we woul 

\~t Hut most of us at least make some effort 
have godly homes. The communal system, on the 
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T i moth y 5 : I -5 .. t J 
---~-----------------------... ------------ ·-N ,Ufs based on a phi losphy which says that " 

there is no God! 

.J2• Home is a place which can give a foretaste 
' ] oys so great that the best we can say about 

e ernal life is to describe it as a home. Is 
such a home_ nt!ce~_sary! ...... we .. of ten speak of "heaven" 
as "our .. eternal home." As the g;>al of living 
~ven is a pow~rJu .l... .incentive to good. An earth-
• home wlli&c~ demonstrate;. ~ ' w{eE. ~nd ~o~gf~tl,:~~'=es well ll•ldtXCI JU St .. ~me .Of .) IJ.te " t I me57 i ~~~ rea l'l st t C 
view of the substance of eternity, if we are to 
believe our Bibles. 

Cone: I us ion: · 
I. We would conclude by saying that a christ-

i an ·xsx•"•xi:wxwbu111 home is one in which is de­
----o ed res ect and love for individuals end for 

nd n which is achieved e.n opt m stic out­
of fa th toward life after death • 

.i-• As a verse from today!s .Scripture states 
~t· ~idows, so might wel I be stated about 
home: "if any •• ha_ve chi .ldren ... or nephews, let 
them· learn f rrst to show piety at home, and to 
requite their paren.ts: for that is good before 

. " • 
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I Timotny 5tl-5 14 
---------------------------------------------Homes in which such standards prevail ar~ · 

necessary in at least some numbers if man is to 
continue as man -- • being of mortal flesh ~ut who 

, of al I living beings, immortal and eternal 
mind and in spirit. 
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