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, 
iltrggct1o ; 

1. II.!'h.essalonians, like I !hessa­
loniane, was written to t e Chri tian. 
Church t The ssalonica (now Salonika) 
short]¥ aft r the organieation of th t 
chtu:wb. Like the first letter to the 

esaalonians, II Thessa:Lonians intro­
:ucea i tsW as from Paul, Silvanus, 

end Timothy. Like II Peter. there is 
some dispute among Biblical scholars 
as to wllether or not the Book actuaJ.ly 
was written by the persons named vi thin 
it. One of the chief reasons t fort 
for doubting th t PBlll had hand in 
writi this is th t the Boo stres es 

viewpoint bout the econd comi of 
Christ which seems at first lane co -
tr ictory to writin on the s e sub­
ject found fn I Thes alonians. 

2. In I Thees. P8111 stresses t t 
seeon comi of C rist will be t 

an unexpected time, 11 like thief in 
the ni ht." But mall1' of his readers 
understood hi to meen th t Christ oul 
return soon, and became excited, ven 
usi t e idea of the roaching e d 
ot t e e th as an excuse to have one 
last fling in 'Wl08ristian living. The7 
were excited, and normal living routine 
was upset. When one recalls these cir­
awnstences the purpose of II These. 

c clearer. To emnh size the ne-
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. 
eessity to live ste~. calm, unexcited 
Christian lives, Paul elt it eces ary 
to oint out that the S cond coming 
might not be so soon. He tells of thi 
that he believes must hap n before 
Christ co es again, P.nd goes into so e 
detail on the ~ubject. 

3. His thoughts elo!'l..g this li~ are 
frequently quoted by folks who feel the 
must fi r out in det il in advance 
the end of the earth. 'Ihey oint to 
his p~edictions end to present happenin 
e.s bein t __ e things t at he wrote bout. 
The trouble is that we y interpr t a 
happening falsely as the ign P :ul 
meant, and a lm.ndred or thous nd ye r 
from now somebody else may associate 
something of his day AS thet re t even 
nrecedin the day of ju'ament. 

4. ~ own feeling is th~t Paul was 
using popul21' ideas of whet might ha;p­
nen 8t the judgment d~ to impress on 
the The salonians one great truth: t a 
f 1th in Christ is the key to a calm an 
ser ne, unexcited life, in which the 
greatest events can be fac•d with 
sane ~,nd effective ction • 

.5. It is this idea of "CJ:i..risti :ns 
unexcited, 11 that we examine here. Our 
theme is sug-ested by words fra!l our 
Scripture, as written in verse 2, "we 
beg you, brethren, not bo be quickly 
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seken in m_nd or &ditec1. 11 

I. Tne tendency to become excited over 
ca.uses or event~ of e1·eat interest is. 
widesure~3d amoiu;_ the humsn race. 

1. llho hasn 1 t atte:1ded n. ball __ !'.:!me 
of some sort, <~nd almost scrermed his 
lungs out when th!"! home tef'r,1 nenred the 
goal line, or ro8de a homex run? Digni­
fied community le~ders can be observer~ 
at such times thumping on the back 
equally PXCited folks uho are strangers 
to them. Otherwi£e reserved an<l res­
pecta1)le '10men have been lmown to ?lant 
a big kiss squ?..rely on the unexpecting 
li!)s of the strange ma."11 si ttir..~ nc:_t 
to them when the old school te.:un upset 
the f:~:vored ri VBl. 

2~ More seriously, mar~ of us cnn 
remember the ·re.::,t na t:!. on-wide exci temer: 
2t tho encl of wor·lct 11 ..... l" II_, ancl nerh~:os 
some remember thAt at the end of iloi·ld 
' 7ar I. Peonlc g2.thered in crowds in 
th0 rtreets. Church bells rang, and th 
whistles of industry blew loudly a.'tld 
wildly. The shooting had stopped, we 
hcd 't'Jon the ·~ar, and the bo7s o.r girls 
--our sons and daughters, husbvnds, fa­
thers -- were soon to be home, some re­
turning from a four yea.r absencr. It 
was natural ~nd right to be h::i;pny and 
to re~joice over the end of the wDr. 
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.................. 5 
· Simil~r' scenes ~?ere taking nlace throu.g 
-out the world., even to some extent in 
the defeatecl countries, for even for 
them the killing \!EIS over. 

II. Christi~n feith leads one to chonne . -
_into usefu).ness such :f e~lino:s of relief 
.1-~Pti tude :=ind of wim.tinf' to SOLL thing 
8bout the Treat event. 

1. Evening during the months prior 
to the end of iforld ':le.r II many of .Amer 
ica's churches formul2ted plans to help 
rebuild war-torn countries, to re-est<o:.b 
lish churches, and to care for refugees 
who could not return to their old homos. 
Our Ol\'Il Methodist church sought from 
its people some $25 million for a.fter­
the-uP..r nurposos of these types, ond 
\·:i thin a 2-year period our peo_nle res:po1 
ded and. gave more than thet, in addition 
to their regul2T ~iving for both local 
church Bna. missiont:ry trnrk.. Had not 
our peon le felt that they \H1.'1lied to 
and thusjoined in righting wor's ~rong, 
had they not felt gratitude and relief 
-:>t the approaching ena_ of the wnr, and 
had they not h~d Christ's s"';;a~dards of 
love end mercy moving within t~em, they 
would not have done as they did. :But 
'tthen the war ended we were re~d~l with 
funds and tra.ined personnel to hel o in 
many a needy, war-stricken area. 
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· ' 2. A person was ridir.g in a car fol­
] ouing a he rse be.-.ring the body of her 
father to the cemet~ry. .Almost uncon­
trollable sobs came forth, ?.nd she seid 
rebelliously ~nd bi tt.:.rly, "They just 
can't haul him ou.t like this and clump 
him in the ground." :But shew s really 
a person of firm 9.l1d steady chris tian 
faith, Pnd her God-given source of com­
fort nnd good sense soon en~bled her to 
s~r inetead: 11 He was 2. good man, Bnd 
I know he still lives ?.nd that God ,·Till 
be good to hir;:i. 11 ~he memor~· o: her 
fath~r' s fine, quiet and. gentlemlmly 
man...'1.er became a con?tant inspiration 
in her struggle to meet life's yiroblems 
sanely, unexcitedly Bnd ca.lmly. Yet, 
it was hP-r Cilristian faith th~t made 
it possible for her father's influ.enc~ 
to serve her in this W['.,Y. 

3. We are told thft the effectivenes 
of Communism is due i~rgely to its a­
bility to claim fror.i its followers a 
zeal to <lo the work of Communism ru-zywQy 
and anywhere. It is almost a religion, 
and its new-won converts sometimes are 
particulerly zealous, excitedly active 
in further·ng the cm1se 0f the auto­
cracy of the me..s~es-. l3ut observation 
and study of current e·tt8rr ts s:-ows that 
the sr~soned Communist soon loses this 
excited zeal and becomes a hard.-bitten 
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.... -........ ~ . "( 
inuividual struggling for a power pe-
si tion in P merciless organization. 
Christianity, on thr-, other li.and, h0s 
standards of right trhich cc:m neYer be 
chan~ec1 for a tempor'-"ry present goal. 
The Christi ~n faith inc;pires a.ctiv~·ty 
bP.sed on n calm but solid respect for 
'the welfare o:: o";hers as being equally 
es importen t as of self. It is u faith 
the t dem<J.nds dey by dcr.r s te2..dy e::ppl i-
c~ ti on of moral princi!)les to all c.1·er>s 
of life; Emd not just th~t iffetime 
goals m<zy be achieved, bitt_ as "Dreprratio 
for eternity. It is not, as might be 
thought from observ~tion of some groups, 
a religion tbat ~ust cause one to ect 
insanely 8nd will.Uy at any tix:.e. It 
la P faith which c~uses joy, activity, 
2nd yet cr--lrnness and assurance. 1m. 
1ll1exci ted 01:.ristian is a typic[;ll 
Christian, for hir5 faith is not a passin. 
f~d but 8 living rePlity undergirding 
~11 of life. 

4. Dedication is one of t-1'1e key 11ords 
of Christien faith. It means that one 
is givPn co~nletely to the standards 
of Christ; that self 1 s time, talents 
and mo:nc~r '"'re nvailf'ble for ones faith 
insofar as possible. Hence, the Christ­
ia.."'1. faith cau'Jes peo-ole to want to give 
regu1Brly of time ruid talents to Christ­
ian service, and to support the chr~st~a:r 
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endeavor, ~vhe.1~1::er :1ome church or foreign 
mission, regt.tl~rly and systematically. 
Dedication i~ devotion to the cau.se 
of fa,i th, devotion vi th or.es full self. 

Conclu ~don; 
1. The tendency to become excited 

over causes or evGnts of greP..t intr-?rest 
is '1id.espreed amrmg the hurien r~cc. 

2. Christian fait~ le~ds one to 
ch-.:1nnel into usefulness sii ch feelings 
of relief, {!:rati tude encl of wanting '::;o 
do somethi~: ~bout the gre~t even~. 

3 .. An individuel ts Christian faith 
should help him to face life's )roblems 
cc:lmly ~nd u.n0xcitedly. 

ta~~'\"l... 
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