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- Theme: Christiens Unexcited.

Text: II Thess. 2:2 --"We beg you,
brethren, not to be quickly sheken in
mind or excited," (RSV)

Pooposition: An individuel's Christian
faith should help him to face lifels pro
blems celmly and unexpdtedly.

Date written: Merch 2, 1957.
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introduction:

1. II,Thessalonians, like I Thesse~
lonians, wes written to the Christien
Church &t Thesselonice (now Salonika)
shortly after the orgenigation of that
chureh, Like the first letier to the
Thessaloniens, II Thessalonlans intro-
fduces itsédf as from Psul, Silvanus,
Tend Timothy. ILike II Pster, there is
some dispute emong Biblical scholars
a2s to whether or not the Book actually
was written by the persons nemed within
ite One of the chief reasons put fort
for doubting that Paul had = hand in
writing this is that the Book stresses
& viewpoint zbout the second coming of
Christ which seems at first glanee con-
\i%e&ictory to writing on the seme sub-

Jeet found In I Thessaloniens.
: 2., In I Thess. Paul stresses thet
the second coming of Christ will be et
en unexpected time, "like a thief in
" the night," But many of his readers
understood him to meesn that Christ would
return soon, and became excited, even
using the idea of the approaching end
of the e=rth as en excuse to have one
lagt fling in unckristian living. They
were exclted, and normal living routine
was upset. When one recells these cir-
cumstances the purpose of II Thess.
becomes clearer. To emphasize the ne-
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cessity to live steady, calm, unexcited
Christian lives, Paul felt it necessary
to point out that the Second comin
might not be so soon, He tells of thi
thet he believes must happen before
Christ comes agaein, and goes into some
detail on the gsubject.

3. Hig thoughts slong this line are
frequently quoted by folks who feel the
must figure out in detail in advance
the end of the eerth. They point to
his predictions and to present heppenin
&g being the things that he wrote a2bout.
The trouble is that we may interpret a
happening felsely as the sign Psul
meant, and a hundred or & thoussnd yesar
from now somebody else may associate
something of his day as that great even
preceding the day of juédgment.

L, My own feeling is that Panl was
using populer ideas of whet might hap-
pen at the judgment day to impress on
the Thessalonians one great truth: tha
faith in Christ is the key to & celm an
serene, unexcited life, in which the
greatest events cen be facéd with
sane end effective action.

5. It is this idea of "Christiens
unexeited," that we examine here, Our
theme is sugzested by words from our
Seripture, as written in verse 2,'we
beg you, brethren, nct Bo be quickly



| hereby agree to give to the Building Fund of

GRACE METHODIST CHURCH
CHEYENNE, WYOMING

$ Cash

$ per week for 100 weeks, payable weekly

beginning March 4, 1956.

or $

Name

Date Address




Rdand D i~ ) e T e 9 e RS Y YT

saken in mind or dmitted."

I. The tendency to become excited over

c es or events of zreat interest
widespread smong the humen race.

1. Who hasn't attended =2 bell game
of some sort, and elmost screcmed his
lungs out when the home team meared the
goal line, or made a homex run? Digni-
fied community leaders can be observed
et such times thumping on the btack
equally excited folks who are strangers
to them, Otherwise reserved and res—
pectable women have Been known {0 plant
a big kiss squarely on the unexpecting
lips of the strange man sitting nexg
to them when the old school tesm upset
the favored rivel.

2. More seriously, many of us can
remember the grest nation-wide exciteme
et the end of World War II, and perhaps
gsome remember that at the end of World
War I. People gethered in crowds in
the streets. Church bells reng, and th
whistles of industry blew loudly and
wildly. The shooting had stopped, we
hed won the war, and the boys er girls
-—our sons and daughters, husbands, fa-
thers —— were soon to be home, some re-
turning from a four year absence, It
was natural and right to be heppy and
to rejoice over the end of the war.
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-Similer scenes were teking vplace throug
-out the world, even to some extent in
the defeated countries, for even for
them the killing was over.

II. Christ feith leadg o cha
int efulne h fe g relie
2tit and of wantine to somethir

zbout the great event.,

l. Evening duringe the months prior
to the end of World War II meny of Amer
ica's churches formulsted plans to help
rebulld war-torn countries, to re-estab
lish churches, and to cere for refugees
who could not return to their old homes.
Our own Methodist church sought from
1ts people some $25 million for after-
the-war purposes of these types, and
within e 2-year period our people respo
ded and gave more than thet, in addition
to their regular giving for both local
church and missionary work. Had not
our people felt that they wanbed to
and thusjoined in righting war's wrong,
had they not felt gratitude o2nd relief
at the approeehing end of the war, and
had they not hed Christ's siendards of
love and merey moving within them, they
would not have done as they did. But
when the war ended we were ready with
funds end trained personnel to help in

many & needy, wer-stricken zrea.
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‘2. A person was riding in a car fol-
lowing & hearse bearing the body of her
fether to the cemetary. Almost uncon-
trollsble sobs came forth, and she seid
rebelliously =nd bitterly, "They just
cen't haul him out like this and dump
him in the ground." 2Put she was really
a person of firm and steady christian
faith, =nd her God-given source of com-
fort and good sense soon enabled her to
say instesd: "He was a good man, and
I know he still lives and that God will
be good to him." The memory of her
father's fine, quiet 2nd gentlemanly
menner became a constent inspiration
in her struBgle to meet life's problems
sanely, unexcitedly and calmly. Yet,
it was her Christian faith that made
it possible for her father's influence
to serve her in thig wey.

3. We are told thet the effectiveness
of Communism is due largely to its &
bility to claim from its followers a
zeal to &0 the work of Communism anywey
and anywhere., It is almost a religion,
and its new-won converts sometimes are
particularly zeslous, excitedly active
in furthering the cause of the auto-
cracy of the masses. But observation
and study of current events shows that
the seasoned Communist soon loses this
excited zeal and becomes a2 hard-bitten
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infiividual struggling for a power po-
sition in 2 merciless organization.
Christianity, on the other hand, hag
standards of right which can never be
changed for a temporary present goal.
The Christian faith inspires activity
based on a celm but solid respeet for
the welfare of others as being equally
s importent as of self. It is a faith
that demands deay by dey steady eppli-
cetion of moral principles to all arees
of life; end not just thet 3ffetime
80als may be achieved,bmt as preparation
for eternity. It is not, as might be
thought from observation of some Zroups,
2 religion thet must cause one to =2c¢t
insenely and willdly at any time. It

1s & feith which csuses joy, activity,
and yet calmness and assurance. 4n
unexcited Christian is = typicsl
Christian, for his faith is not 2 vagsin
fad but 2 living reality undergirding
2ll of life.

4, Dedication is one of the key words
of Christien faith., It means that one
ls given completely to the standards
of Christ; that self's time, telents
and money are svailsble for ones faith
insofar ag possible. Hence, the Christ-
len faith ceauses people to want to give
regularly of time and telents to Christ-
len service, and to support the christisz
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endeavor, whether home church or foreigﬁ
migsion, regularly and systematically.
Dedication is devotion to the cause
of faith, devotion with ones full self.

Conclusion:

1. The tendency to become excited
over causes or events of great interest
is widespread among the human race.

2, Christtan feith lesds one to
channel into usefulness sud feelings
of relief, gratitude and of wanting %o
@o something sbout the great event.

3. An individuel's Christien faith
should help him to face life's problems
calmly =nd unexcitedly.

Hopmm ™
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