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Scrinture: Acts. 15:1-21. 

Text: Acts 15 :11 -"We believe 
that we shall be saved through 
the grace of the Lord Jesus. just 
n.s they will. 11 

Themes Christ's grace direct to 
you. 

1 

Title: 11 A Direct Line to Upstairs" 

Pronosition: Basic to Protestan
tism is the belief that salvation 
is a direct gift of Jesus. not 
dep ndent upon the offices of a 
church or upon customary practices 

Date written: Oct. 29, 1955. 

Places and dates preached: 
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Introduction: 
1. 11 The Man Upstairs" is, as 

I remember it, the title of a re
cent popular sone. the idea of 
which is that if you have troubles 
and need help you can tell it to 
"the man upstairs, n meaning tell 
it to God. The Boman Catholic 
Church, which won't a11ow use in 
the churches of some of its dio
ceses of the famous wedding march, 
of son.gs like 11Beeause, 11 11 :?romise 
Me," 11 I Love You Truly, 11 or simi~aJ 
music, surely would not allow 11 The 
Man Upstairs in its churches. So 
the song must be a Protestant songJ 

2. In this dSl' of one, t~o, or 
more telephones in every home and 
office, we might think of "a direo1 
line to upstairs" which doesn't 
go through the interme41aey ser
vices of a central and controlling 
agency. This 11 direct line to up
stairs 11 idea is foreign to the 
Roman Catholic Church, and some 
others, which conceives of the 
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church as God 1s agency for distri
buting forgiveness, salvation and 
graces w}J.ich thinks of the church 
as a sort of central exchange 
through which the line of every 
life must go. 

3. Basic to Protestanti 311 is thE 
belief that the individual, you, 
can go directly to God, 11 the me.n 
upstairs" of the song. with his 
problems. To say it a bit strongeJ 
and more theologically, basic to 
Protestantism is the belief that 
salvation is a direct gift of 
Jesus not dependent upon the of
fices of pri•st or church, nor 
upon customary practices. 

4. Toda.y is Reformation Sundey-, 
or the SUndEV nearest Reformation 
Day. We customarily stress one 
or more particular Protestant 
ideas on Reformation Sunday. so 
it is appropriate that we consider 
this "a direct line to upstairs" 
idea todey-. 
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I. The Scrinturgl nrasentation of 
o.ur truth• 

1. At .Antioch Paul and :Barnabas 
were preaching the gospel, about 
Christ, and s~ing that God had 
opened the Christian door of faith 
to others besides Jews, to the 
Gentiles .. 

2. Their message was disputed 
and contradicted by 11 some men, 11 

who being from Judea were probably 
Jewish Christians. These men told 
the Gentiles that to be saved they 
not only must beliefe in Christ, 
but also must be circumcised 
according to Jewish custom, and 
thus in effect become Jewish con
verts before being Christian. The 
debate between them and Paul and 
:Barnabas became such a serious 
matter that it as decided to send 
messengers to the apostles, or the 
church at Jerusalem to get a ruli 
on the matter. This chuTch at 
Jerusalem was led by those who 
had known Christ well during his 
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earthly lifetime. 
3. Paul and Barnabas and others 

went to Jerusalem and presented the 
problem. After considerable debate 
Peter, whose opinion was valued 
highly, arose and spoke these words 
about the uncircumcised Christian 
Gentiles: v. 8 -11. 

4. Then ~aul and Barnabas were 
allowed to tell their story of 
success in winning Gentiles • .A:fter 
they had finishedt llaraew, perhaps 
the brother of Jesus and very ac
tive and influential in the aposto
lic church, ma.di a speech, in which 
he referred to ;authoritative Jewish 
Scripture. Re concluded, on the 
question of requiring Gentile con
~erts to be circumaieed befbre 
admitting them to the church: v.19. 

5. The a.posb1es and elders pre
sent agreed with Peter and James, 
as Acts 15:22f points out. 

6. The significance of this Seri: 
ture is that it points out that 
religious form (in this case circum· 
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cision), or the authority of men 
and the practice of their customs, 
is not necessary to salvation 
through Christ. Only the Spirit 
of God bearing witness within the 
person is necessary to salvation, 
the Scripture teaches. 

II. A:oplication for today of this 
ScripturaJa1 truth. 

1. Return for a moment to our 
11direct line to upstairs" idea.. 

a. On Charter Sund~ for this 
church, Nov. 13, at 3 p.m. over 
mo wa §hall broa.dca.st ou:r ser
vice. A line will run from the 
church to the radio station. 
Once the contact is made, no 
further interference or function 
from the centra 'iwitchboard or 
excha.nge is necessary. That 
telephone wieez for the time 
being might not even run through 
the ceatral office, if it weren'1 
the easiest WP-Y because of al
ready existing facilities. The 
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wire carrying the broadcast will 
be put in by the telephone company 
at the order of the radio station. 
The church can not put it in. 
Once the line is in, the program 
can be put on without interruption 

b. In establishing contact 
with God you frequently find 
that of your own effort you 
simply cannot realize Bis pre
sence. Then. perhaps suddenly, 
you do realize the presence of 
God. and know tha t He made the 
contact at the time of His ch~s 
ing. Once the contact is MP.de, 
a great deal of communication 
beneficial to you takes place. 
But "the direct line to upstair~ 
was established by r>'Od, not the 
person. 
2. The Jerusalem Church was 

th~9o{!ginal "apostolic church, 11 

ana auttority to which today's 
authoritative churches that claim 
to be the "apostolic church, 11 

like the Roman Catholic, claim to 
be able to trace their founding. 
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One would think the answer of the 
original .Apostolic Church on atzy' 

matter would be accepted by these 
contemporary Apostolic Churches. 
But the R. C. claims. instead. to 
have full authority to make new 
rulings and to be able to rev! se 
old ones, and seys they have the 
full force of the original ones 
of the Apostolic Church of Paul's 
day. They even contradict some of 
the early teachings! They surely 
violate tho spirit of the answer 
given by the early church to Paul 
and Barnabas when they insist that 
one must be saved through the 
R.C. church, its sacraments and 
services. 

J• To the Protestant the church 
is a plrce where inspiration ruid 
thoughts conducive to bringing 
about a receptive attitude tow~rd 
God are presented. It is a place 
of fellowship between those of 
similar religious mind and exper
ience. But the church. through 
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minister or ceremo~ DOES NOT 
BRING GOD and his salve .. tion to you 
ONLY GOD DOES THAT, directly to 
you. ~u m~ be inspired by the 
church, its setvices and its peo
ple, but you cannot be rwa•k•~ 
saved by those means. God does 
the sa.ving, and you m~ reolize 
His salvation to you through other 
means. 
Conclusion: 

1. Basic to Protestantism is 
the belief that selv~tion is a 
direct gift of Jesus, not dependen 
upon the offices of a church nor 
upon customary practices. 

2. Text: .Acts 15:11 
3. A 11 direct line to upstairs" 

is necessary to the living of a 
Christian life, and to tha assur
ence of Christian salvation; but 
that direct line is 11put iu" by 
God. 

4. Ma~ God speak to your heart 
and mine. Mey He establish today 
that 11 direct line" for which we 

~arn. ;I: p wl:wau=:r& 1 eed:f + th~ 




