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PREFACE.

ThE volume of which this is an abridgment has
been written in compliance with the request of the
late Wesleyan Conference, expressed in the follow-
ing Resolution :~—*That our President is re«
quested to prepare and publish, with as little delay
as possible, a brief but comprehensive work, on the
subject of the Centenary ; including, with succinct
Notices of the origin, progress, and present state
of Wesleyan Methodism, and of the leading facts in
the life and history of the revered Founder of our
societies, such remarks as may assist our friends
in the devout improvement of the occasion.”

Lonpon,
April 9th, 1839.
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THE CENTENARY

oF

WESLEYAN METHODISM.

CHAPTER 1.

STATE OF RELIGION IN ENGLAND BEFORE THE
RISE OF METHODISM.

FEw periods of British history are of deeper inter-
est than the early part of the eighteenth century.
The army, under the command of the Duke of Marl-
borough, had gained a series of brilliant victories on
the European continent; and at home philosophy
and polite learning flourished beyond all former

l example. The discoveries of Newton filled the civil-
ized world with astonishment ; and the compositions
of Addison, Steele, Swift, Pope, and others, have
secured for that period the name of the Augustan age
of English literature. While these eminent men
occupied the public attention, other agents were in a
course of training, who were destined by Providence
3| to achieve victories greater than Marlhorough ever
contemplated,—victories over sin and brutal igno-
rance ; and to produce changes in the state of society
¢+ more profound, momentous, and extensive, than the
most polished writers have ever been able to effect.
At the very time when patriots and politicians were
7 fired with the military success of the great General
B

'



2 THE CENTENARY OF

of the age, and gentler spirits were charmed with the
smooth numbers of Pope, and the graceful simplicity
of Addison, Mrs. Wesley at Epworth, in obscurity,
poverty, and sorrow, by her prayers, example, and
assiduous instructions, was forming the character of
- her sons, two of whom were among the principal
instruments of reviving Christianity in its primitive
" spirituality and power.

The Centenary of this great revival of religion, to
which the name of Methodism has been given, is
intended to be celebrated in the year 1839 by the
Wesleyan body, as a subject of grateful acknow-
ledgment to the God of all grace; and the design
of the present publication is, to trace the leading
facts connected with the rise and progress of this
work, which is conceived to present striking proofs
of divine interference.

That some extraordinary means were then neces-
sary to bring the truths of Christianity more effect-
ually to bear upon the spirit and conduct of the
people of England, is generally acknowledged. On
this subject, indeed, the evidence is fearfully strong
and conclusive. It was unquestionably the most
unevangelical period that had ever occurred in this
country since the Reformation was completed in the
reign of Elizabeth, Infidelity was extensively pre-
valent, both in the form of downright blasphemy,
and of philosophical speculation. Of this no doubt
can be entertained, when it is remembered, that
the pernicious and wicked writings of Hobbes,
Toland, Blount, Collins, Mandeville, Shaftesbury,
Tindal, Morgan, Woolston, and Chubb, were then in
full circulation ; and that the higher and more in-
fluential classes of society were especially corrupted
by their poison. The evil was aggravated by the
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appearance, about the middle of the century, of the
del speculations of Bolingbroke. By many it
was regarded as a settled point, that Christianity

. was a fable, which they were justified in hold-

ing up to public reprobation and scorn, for the man-
ner in which it had restrained the appetites and
passions of mankind.

Strenuous efforts were also then made by seve-
ral ecclesiastics to introduce deadly heresy into the
church of God. The learned Dr. Samuel Clarke,
occupying the influential post of Rector of St.
James's, and enjoying the friendship of Sir Isaac
Newton, and the patronage of the Queen, openly
appeared as the ac{):ocate of Arianism; and was
assisted by the erudite and indefatigable Whiston,
with other writers of less mote. In the west of
England, Hallet and Peirce, two eminent Ministers
among the Dissenters, espoused the same cause,
in which they were supported by some of their
brethren in London. Waterland came forward as
the successful opponent of Clarke; and several
Dissenting Ministers laboured with honourable
zeal and talent to preserve their churches in the
catholic faith : yet the circumstance that Clergymen
of superior learning and ability were themselves
disputing about the very substance of Christianity,
must have had a very injurious influence upon
the minds of the common people, and still more
upon speculative libertines, in-an age of profanity
and scepticism.

The interests of religion must at all times de-
pend, in a great measure, upon the character and
ministrations of the Clergy. When these impor-
tant functionaries live in the spirit of their holy
vocation, preach the tmth2 with fidelity and affec-

B
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tion, and pay due attention to their pastoral charge,
their labours cannot be altogether unsuccessful;
for they are sanctioned by the promised blessing of
God, which will never be withheld. In the times
of which we are speaking, there was, on the part of
the great body of the Episcopal Clergy, an evident
departure from some of the most important theologi-
cal principles of the Reformation. Not a few were
notoriously ignorant of the science which they were
appointed to teach, and therefore utterly incompetent
to grapple with the errors and wickedness of the
times. They were deficient also in that weight of
moral character which is always necessary to minis-
terial success. Many were despised for their ineffi-
ciency, while they were hated for the sake of their
- office.

The Dissenting Ministers, in general, professed to
hold the peculiar tenets of Calvinism ; but not a few
of them, at the period in question, ran into the oppo-
site extreme, and preached a gospel—if gospel it may
be called—in which the great truths of the Christian
revelation had little or no place. They seem to have
thought that Christianity was to be checked and
modified by what they, in common with the Deists,
called «the light of nature;” and as that “light”
discovered to them nothing concerning a Trinity of
Persons in the Godhead, Adam’s federal relation to
his posterity, orifinal sin, the atonement of Christ,
Jjustification by faith, and the offices of the Holy
Spirit, these teachers maintained a corresponding
silence on all subjects of this nature. In many vo-
lumes of sermons by Dissenting Ministers, which were
published during this period, however we may admire
the learning, ingenuity, and eloquence of the writers,
we look in vain for any such answer to the question,




WESLEYAN METHODISM. 5
“ What must I do to be saved ?” as is at all consist-
ent with St. Paul's epistles, or can satisfy the con-
science of a man who is convinced of his guilt, and
of the sinfulness of his own nature. Among the
Dissenters there was a great decay of spiritual reli-
gion, arising perhaps partly from the very high Cal-
vinism which some of them maintained, but chiefl
from the unevangelical ministry which had been
introduced among them.

These facts are stated, not for any party or sinister
purpose, but to show that the nation was on the
brink of ruin, both with regard to religion and public
morals; and that unless God in his merciful provi-
dence had raised up some extraordinary means of
counteracting the evils which were then in full oper-
ation, the consequences must have been most
disastrous. The age was not so remarkable for any
one particular vice or crime, as for a general abandon-
ment to ungodliness, and to profligacy of manners.
Such was the coarseness of the public taste, that
some of the most polished writings of the times
contain iM{)a.ss;ages which no respectable person could
now read aloud in a mixed company. Pope and
Prior knew the character of their readers when they
thus offended against the decencies of life. DBut
the fact is, men of rank and fashion laughed at reli-
gion, and the common people wallowed in sin.

To prove that the statements which have been just
given are not only substantially correct, but correct
in every part, we adduce the following testimonies.
It will be observed that they are not selected -
from modern writers, but are given by unexception-
able witnesses, who lived in the times which they
describe.

B3
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BISHOP BURNET, 1713.

“1 aM now in the seventieth year of my age; and
as I cannot speak long in the world in any sort, so I
cannot hope for a more solemn occasion than this,
of speaking with all due freedom, both to the present
and to the succeeding ages. Therefore, I lay hold
on it, to give a free vent to those sad thoughts that
lie on my mind both day and night, and are the sub-
ject of many secret mournings. I dare appeal to that
God to whom the secrets of my heart are known,
and to whom I am shortly to give an account of mK
ministry, that I have the true interests of this Chure
ever before my eyes, and that I pursue them with a
sincere and fervent zeal. If I am mistaken in the
methods I follow, God, to whom the integrity of my
heart is known, will not lay that to my charge. 1
cannot look on without the deepest concern, when
I see the imminent ruin hanging over this Church,
and, by consequence, over the whole Reformation.
The outward state of things is black enough, God
knows ; but that which heightens my fears, rises
chiefly from the inward state into which we are
unhappily fallen. 1 will, in examining this, confine
myself to......... the Clergy. ’

“Qur Ember-weeks are the burden and grief of
my life. The much greater part of those who come
to be ordained are ignorant to a degree not to be
apprehended by those who are not obliged to know
it. The easiest part of knowledge is that to which
they are the greatest strangers ; I mean, the plainest
part of the Scriptures, which they say, in excuse for
their ignorance, that their Tutors in the Universities
never mention the reading of to them; so that they
can give no account, or, at least, a very imperfect

D
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one, of the contents even of the Gospels. Those
who have read some few books, yet never seem to
bave read the Scriptures. Many cannot 1%’ive a toler-
able account even of the Catechism itself, how short
and plain soever. They cry, and think it a sad dis-
grace to be denied orders; though the ignorance of
some is such, that, in a well-regulated state of things,
they would appear not knowing enough to be admitted
to the holy sacrament.

“This does often tear my heart. The case is not
much better in many who, having got into orders,
come for institution, and cannot make it appear that
they have read the Scriptures, or any one good book, -
since they were ordained ; so that the small measure
of knowledge upon which they got into holy orders
not being improved, is in a way to be quite lost: and
then they think it a great hardship, if they are
told they must know the Scriptures and the body
of divinity better before they can be trusted with the
care of souls. These things pierce one’s soul, and
make him often cry out, O that I had wings like a
dove; for then would I fly away, and be at rest.’
What are we like to grow to? In what a case are
we, to deal with any adversary, Atheist, Papist,
or Dissenters ; or in any sort to promote the honour
of God, and carry on the great concerns of the Gos-
pel; when so gross an ignorance in the fundamentals
of religion has spread itself so much among those
who ought to teach others, and yet need that one
teach them the first principles of the oracles of
God?” *

® Pagtoral Care, Preface to the Third Edition, 1713.
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BISHOP GIBSON, 1728.

“Trey who live in these great cities, (London
and Westminster,) or have had frequent recourse to
them, and have any concern for religion, must have
observed, to their great grief, that profaneness and
impiety are grown bold and opern ; that a new sort
of vice, of a very horrible nature, and almost unknown
before in these paris of the world, was springing up
and gaining ground among us, if it had not been
checked by the seasonable care of the civil adminis-
tration ; that, in some late writings, public stews
have been openly vindicated, and public vices recom-
mended to the protection of the Government, as
public benefits; and that great pains have been taken
to make men easy in their vices, and deliver them
from the restraints of conscience, by undermining
all religion, and promoting atheism and infidelity ;
and, what adds to the danger, by doing it under
specious colours and pretences of several kinds.” *

BISHOP BUTLER, 1736.

“Ir is come, I know not how, to be taken for
granted, by many persons, that Christianity is not so
much as a subject of inquiry ; but that it is, now
at length, discovered to be fictitious. And accord-
ingly, they treatit, as if, in the present age, this
were an agreed point among all people of discern-
ment ; and nothing remained, but to sct itup as a
principal- subject of mirth and ridicule, as it were
by way of reprisals, for its having so long inter-
rupted the pleasures of the world.” +

* Pastoral Letters, p. 2, Second Edition.
17; GAdvertisement prefixed to the Analogy, first published in
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ARCHBISHOP SECKER, 1738.

“ Men have always complained of  their own
times, and always with too much reason. But though
it is natural to think those evils the greatest which
we feel ourselves; and therefore mistakes are easily
made in comparing one age with another: yet in
this we cannot be mistaken, that an open and pro-
fessed disregard to religion is become, through a
variely of unhappy causes, the distinguishing cha-
racter of the present age; that this evil is grown
to a great height in the metropolis of the nation ;
is daily spreading through every part of it ; and,
bad in itself as any can be, must of necessity bring
in all others after it. Indeed, it hath already
brought in suck dissoluteness and contempt of prin-
ciple, in the higher part of the world, and such
profligate intemperance, and fearlessness of com-
mitting crimes, in the lower, as must, if this torrent
of impiety stop not, become absolutely fatal. And
God knows, far from stopping, it receives, through
the ill designs of some persons, and the inconsi-
derateness of others, a continual increase. Christi-
anity is now ridiculed and railed at, with very little
reserve; and the teachers of it, without any at all.
Indeed, with respect to us, (the Clergy,) the rule
which most of our adversaries appear to have set
themselves, is, to be, at all adventures, as bitter as
they can: and they follow it, not only beyond truth,
but beyond probability......... Still, were these in-
vectives only to affect us personally, dear as our
reputations are and ought to be to us, the mischief
would be small in comparison of what it is. But
the consequence hath been, as it naturally must,
that disregard to us hath greatly increased the dis-
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regard to public worship and instruction ; that
many are grown prejudiced against religion; nay,
more, indifferent about it, and unacquainted with it.
And the emissaries of the Romish Church, taking
the members of ours at this unhappy disadvantage,
have begun to reap great harvests in the field,
which hath been thus prepared for them by the la-
hours of those who woul«f be thought their most
irreconcilable enemies.” ¥

¢ The necessity of a moral life most men will own
in general terms; only what they are pleased to
call so is often a very immoral one, both with re-
spect to their fellow-creatures, and the government
of themselves. But regard to picty is strangely
lost, even amongst persons that are othermwise tole-
rably serious. Many have laid aside all appear-
ances of it; and others who would seem to keep
them up, do it with evident marks of indifference
and contempt.” +

To the sad testimonies given by these eminent
Prelates may be added the following, selected from
the writings of devout and orthodox Dissenters.

DR. JOHN GUYSE, 1729,

“THE greatest number of Preachers and hearers
seem contented to lay him (Christ) aside; and too
many there are among us that set themselves against
him. His name is seldom heard of in conversation,
unless in a way of strife and debate; or, which is
infinitely worse, in a way of contempt, reproach,
and blasphemy: and I am persuaded it never en-
tered less than at this day into our practical godli-

* Eighbt Charges, p. 4. Edit. 1790. t Ibid. p. 21.
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ness, into our solemn assemblies, into our dealings
with God, into our dependencies on him, expecta-
tions from him, and devotedness to him. . . . .
“How many sermons may one hear that leave
out Christ, both name and thing, and that pay no
more regard to him than if we had nothing to do
with him! What a melancholy symptom, what a
threatening omen is this! Do we not already feel
its dismal effects in the growth of infidelity, in the
rare instances of conversion-mwork, and in the cold,
low, and withering state of religion among the pro-
Jessors of it, beyond what has been known in some
former days? May not these things be chargeable
in great measure on a prevailing disuse of preaching
Christ? And where will they end, if the disuse
goes on, and little or nothing concerning him is to
be heard among us? How should all the Ministers
of Christ, that heartily love him, that are con-
cerned for his honour, and for the honour of his re-
ligion as Christian, be affected at these thoughts!”*

THE REV. JOHN HURRION, 1729.

“THE malignant opposition made to him (the
Holy Spirit) by some, and the vile contempt cast
upon him by others, are things which have quenched
and grieved him, and caused kim to depart to that
degree, as hereby almost all vital religion is lost out
of the world. Hence it is that the glory of God in
Christ, the faith, joy, and zeal of Christians, are
under such a cloud at this day. Is it not then high
time to speak ¢” +

* Twelve Sermons delivered at Coward’s Lecture, p. 261,
Edit. 1729. ;
+ Sermons on the Holy Spirit, p. 21. Edit. 1734,
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DR. ISAAC WATTS, 1731.

« AmoNG the papers published last year, there hath
heen some inquiry made, whether there be any de-
cay of the ¢Dissenting interest;’ and what may be
supposed to have been the occasion of it. So far as
I have searched into that matter, I have been in-
formed, that whatsoever decrease may have appeared
in some places, there have been sensible advances in
others. And without entering into any debate
about the particular reasons of its declension in any
town whatsoever, I am well satisfied that the great
and general reason is, the decay of vital religion in
the hearts and lives of men ; and the little success
which the ministrations of the Gospel have had of
late for the conversion of sinners to holiness, and
the recovery of them from the state of corrup! na-
ture, and the course of this world, to the life of God
by Jesus Christ. . . . . .

“Nor is the complaint of the declension of virtue
and piety made only by the Protestant Dissenters.
1t is a general matter of mournful observation
amongst all that lay the cause of God lo keart ; and
therefore it cannot be thought amiss for every one
to use all just and proper efforts for the recovery of
dying religion in the world.” *

THE REV. ABRAHAM TAYLOR, 1734.

“ WaEN any man of a thoughtful, serious temper
considers the great decay of practical religion in
this nation, and, at the same time, calls to mind the
contempt which has been for many years cast on the

¢ Preface to An Humble Attempt towards the Revival of
Practical Religion. Edit. 1736.
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Holy Spirit and his operations, he must readily con-
clude that this is the grand cause of the corruptions
and abominations whick abound among us. The
Spirit has been grieved and offended, and %e, in a
great measure, is withdrawn and gone. - Itis, there-
fore, no wonder that the religior of the closet and
the family is so-much neglected, and that public
ordinances are of so little benefit lo suck as, in a
Sormal way, engage in them.

“His motions as a quickener, a convincer, an
instructer, and a comforter, are frequently bantered
by such as would not be thought to throw off all
regard to the Christian institution. His sealing up
believers to the day of redemption, or his witness-
ing with their spirits that they are the children of
God, is treated with grimace by some who pretend
the Bible is their religion. All that profess to de-
pend on his aid and conduct are ridiculed as enthu-
siasts by such as do not in words deny the authority
of Scripture. - It must with sorrow be said,—for,
though it is a sad truth, it is a real fact,~~that it hag
been too common for the Holy Spirit to be left out
in preaching upon duty ; and it has been too general
a thing to neglect putting such as are pressed to re-
gard their salvation, on keeping up in their minds
a continual sense of their being able to do nothing
aright without his aid and assistance.” *

Testimonies of a similar kind might be multiplied
to an almost unlimited extent; but these may at
present suffice. They furnish melancholy ¥roof of
the fearful prevalence of infidelity, and of profli-

. *® Preface to Hurrion’s Sermons on the Holy Spirit, p. 5. Edit.
1734.

c
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gacy of manners, among the irreligious part of the
community ; of the spread and withering influence
of antichristian error among professing Christians ;
while the existing ministry, in the length and
breadth of the land, with some honourable excep-

tions, was comparatively powerless.- Churchmen
carried on, from year to year, the Boyle Lecture, in
opposition to infidelity and scepticism; and the
Lady Moyer Lecture, in defence of Christian ortho-
doxy. The Dissenters also established their Lec-

tures at Salters’ Hall, Berry-street, and Lime-street, -
against Popery, and other forms of heterodox opi-

nion which were rapidly gaining ground among
them: and many of the Lecturers discharged their
duty with very superior zeal and ability. Yet,

amidst all this effort, accompanied by the regrets of

good men on account of the declension of spiritual

and practical religion, it is undeniable that “ iniquity

abounded, and the love of many waxed cold.” The

enemy triumphed, and Israel was fainthearted.

The alleged irregularities of Methodism have often

been a subject of loud complaint; so that when

Mr. Wesley, accompanied by his fellow-helpers to

the truth, appeared in the field of conflict, many an

Eliab, both in the ranks of Churchmanship and Dis-

sent, said to him, in angry tone, ¢ Why camest thou

down hither? . . .. I know thy pride, and the

naughtiness of thine heart.” The appeal is now

made to those who love Christ and his religion bet-

ter than the interests of party, whether the answer

of the stripling of Bethlehem is not justly applica-

ble in this case: “ And David said, What have I

now done? Is there not a cause 2"

Mr. Wesley was not the only man who thought
that, at the period in question, the English nation
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had nearly filled up the measure of its iniquities.
The very pious and intelligent Dr. Woodward ex-
pressed the same apprehension when preaching at
the Boyle Lecture. * Whenever things are come to
such extremity,” says he, “that the laws of God are
trampled on with insolence and boasting, and the
mysteries of our holy religion are made the scorn
and laughter of profane men ;—if blasphemy and
obscenity come into credit, and religion and virtue
are pointed at as ridiculous ;—if it be thought a vain
and mean thing to fear God, and to make serious
mention of his name ;—if it even become unfashion-
able to praise our infinite Benefactor at our tables,
and to appear serious and devout in our churches ;—~
if the holy and tremendous name of the great and
glorious God be not only vainly used, but vilely
treated ; his sacred day levelled in common with the
rest ; and his holy sacraments rejected by some and
slighted by others ;—if these crying enormities are
public and common, and there be no power or au-
thority in Church or State put forth to stem or
control them ;—such a nation or people will, with-
out a miracle, first become a horrible scene of athe-
ism and impiety, and then of misery and desola-
tion.” *

* Collection of Sermons preached at the Lecture founded by
the Hon. Robert Boyle, vol. ii. p. 546. Folio Edit. 1739,
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CHAPTER II.

THE EARLY LIFE AND THE CONVERSION OF THE
TWO WESLEYS.

TaAT form of Christianity to which the name of
‘Wesleyan Methodism has been given, arose, without
any previous plan, out of the united labours of the
brothers, the Rev. JomN and CHARLES WESLEY.
These eminent men were borr. at Epworth, in Lin-
colnshire, where their father, the Rev. Samuel Wes-
ley, was the Rector. He was a man of superior
learning, and of stern integrity ; and having in early
life left the Dissenters, and connected himself with
the established Church, his attachment to her inter-
ests and order was very strong. Their mother, Mrs.
Susauna Wesley, was a woman of extraordinary
sense, and of sincere piety. She was a daughter of
Dr. Samuel Annesley, a truly devout Nonconformist
Miuister ; and, like her husband, when young she
quitted the ranks of Dissent, and became a worship-
per in the national Establishment. In her subsequent
life she expressed a decided aversion from what she
called « the Presbyterian faith;” and as the early
training of her children devolved chiefly upon herself,
she was careful, as might have been expected, to
imbue their minds with the same views and feelings.
In this work she was successful ; and her two sons,
when they entered upon their public career, were
among the strictest of strict Churchmen, and deemed
it scarcely possible that salvation should be attained,
at least in this country, in any religious community
but their own.

Mr. John Wesley, the elder of the two brothers,
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was born June 14th, 1703.. When about six years
and a half old, he had an almost miraculous escape
from death. One night it was discovered that the
parsonage house was on fire; and when the rest of
the family had fled for their lives from the flaming
mansion, they were distressed to find that he was
missing, being asleep in one of the chambers, to
which all access by the stairs was now cut off. In
this terrible emergency he awoke, and fled to the
window, from which he was taken by one of the
neighbours, who stood upon the shoulders of another.
Just then the roof fell in ; so that had his deliverance
been delayed only for a few moments, he must have
perished in the flames. Thus did a merciful Provi-
dence watch over the future heir of salvation, and
spare him as the instrument of good to mankind.
The grateful father, witnessing this singular interposi-
tion of the divine compassion, and finding himself
surrounded by his wife and children, called upon all
present to kneel down, and unite with him in grate-
ful thanksgiving to God. * Let the house go,” said
he, “I am rich enough.” *

The child thus signally preserved became remark-
able, under the training of his excellent mother, for
the seriousness of his spirit, and the general propriety
of his behaviour; so that at the age of eight years
he was admitted to the sacrament of the Lord's sup-
per. When he was eleven years old, he was sent to
the Charterbouse School in London, where he was

. soon distinguished by his diligence and progress in
learning. At seventeen, he was elected to Christ
Church, Oxford, where he pursued his studies to
great advantage ; and at the age of twenty-one, it is
said that he appeared the very semsible and acate

* Arminian Mngazing vol. i. pp. 83, 33.
c
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Collegian, possessed of a fine classical taste, and of
the most liberal and manly sentiments. He was
afterwards elected a Fellow of Lincoln College ; and
was also appointed Greek lecturer, and moderator of
the classes.

Mr. Charles Wesley was born December 18th,
1708. Like the rest of the children, he received the
first rudiments of learning from his inestimable
mother; and in the year 1716, being about eight
years of age, he was sent to Westminster Schooi,
and placed under the care of his eldest brother Sam-
uel, then an usher in that famous establishment. By
Samuel he was confirmed in those high-church prin-
ciples, the impression of which he had doubtless
received under the paternal roof. He was sprightly
and active; apt to learn; but arch and unlucky,
though not ill-ndtured. From Westminster he re-
moved to Oxford, where he entered at Christ Church,
and afterwards became a Student of that College,—
a title which embraces what in other Colleges is
usually called a Fellowship. According to his own
account, he wasted the first year of his residence at
the University in diversions; but he afterwards
applied himself diligently to his studies, and gradu-
ated in the usual course. He attained to eminence
in classical scholarship, his own poetic mind enabling
him justly to appreciate the beauties of the great
writers of antiquity.

It was during their residence at Oxford that the
two Wesleys became deeply impressed with a sense .
of the importance of religion. They saw it to be the
great business of life, to which every other occupation
and pursuit should be subordinated ; and they per-
ceived, more clearly than ever, that it consists, not in
the performance of outward duties, but in a right
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state of the heart. John was the first that received
these impressions, which were mainly produced by
the reading of three books which successively fell in
his way. The first was Bishop Taylor’s * Holy Living
and Dying;” from which he learned that a simple
intention to please God is necessary in every action.
The second was Kempis's ¢ Christian’s Pattern;”
which strengthened his conviction of the spirituality
of true religion. The third was Mr. Law’s « Serious
Call toa devout and holy Life;” in the principles of
which he was further confirmed by the same writer's
treatise on “ Christian Perfection.” All these works
are well adapted to convince the man of the world
that his pleasures are both vain and sinful; and to
make the formalist feel that his empty religion is not
Christianity ; but while they forcibly inculcate purity
of heart as the essence of Christian godliness, not
one of them shows the manner in which that blessing
is to be obtained. They preserve a complete silence
respecting the faith by which the conscience is purged
from dead works, and the very thoughts of the heart
are made pure; and therefore leave the reader en-
gaged in the hopeless attempt to practise Christian
holiness while he is under the power of sin. He is
required to love God with all his heart; hut he receives
no information concerning the manner in which he
is to be saved from the condemnation to which he is
liable on account of his past trangressions, and from
‘“the carnal mind which is enmity against God.” The
imperfect instruction which the Wesleys thus received,
at this period of their lives, left them unacquainted
with the method in which the “ungodly are justi-
fied ;” and hence they were for many years unsuccess-
ful in their efforts to attain that spirituality of mind
which they saw to be both their duty and privilege.
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They served God from a principle of servile fear,
rather than of constraining love. Theirs was not a
filial spirit, but a spirit of bondage. They could not
“rejoice evermore, pray without ceasing, and in
every thing give thanks;” for they had not as yet
“received the atonement:” nor did they see how the
sacrificial blood of Christ, and the offices of the Holy
Ghost, were to be made available in order to their
present salvation from guilt, and from the evils of

their fallen nature.
* Mr. John Wesley received the deep religious con-
victions, to which reference has just been made, some

ears before his brother; concerning whom he says,
“He pursued his studies diligently, and led a regu-
lar, harmless life ; but if I spoke to him about reli-
gion, he would warmly answer, ¢ What, would you
have me to be a saint all at once?’ and would hear
no more.” Such was the state of Charles’s mind when
John, baving been ordained Deacon by Bishop Potter,
September 19th, 1725, and Priest the year following,
left Oxford in August, 1727, for the purpose of
being his father's é‘l:‘l:ate at Epworth and Wroeote.
John returned to Oxford in November, 1729, intend-
ing to take up his permanent residence there as a
Tutor; and was rejoiced to find that, during his
absence, and chiefly by means of his influence, his
brother had become deeply serious, having for some
months received the Lort{Ys supper weekly, and pre-
vailed upon two or three young men to do the same.
These gentlemen had occasionally met together, to
assist and encourage each other in their several
duties. The exact regularity of their lives, as well
as studies, occasioned a young gentleman of Christ
Church to say, “ Here 1s a new set of Methodists
sprung up;” alluding, it is said, to some ancient
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Physicians who were 8o called. The name was new
and quaint ; so it took immediately ; and the Method-
ists were known all over the University. On Mr.
John Wesley’s arrival, he became one of their frater-
nity ; and the direction of their concerns was gladly
committed to his superior judgment.

Of this first Methodist society Mr. Wesley gives
the following account :—* In November, 1729, four
young gentlemen of Oxford, Mr. John Wesley, Fel-
low of Lincoln College, Mr. Charles Wesley, Student
of Christ Church, Mr. Morgan, Commoner of Christ
Church, and Mr. Kirkman, of Merton College, began
to spend some evenings in a week together, in read-
ing chiefly the Greek Testament. The next year
two or three of Mr. John Wesley's pupils desired the
liberty of meeting with them ; and afterwards one of
Mr. Charles Wesley’s pupils. It was in 1732 that
Mr. Ingham, of Queen’s College, and Mr. Broughton,
of Exeter, were added to their number. To these,
in April, was joined Mr. Clayton, of Brazennose,
with two or three of his pupils. About the same
timne Mr. James Hervey was permitted to meet with
them, and afterwards Mr. Whitefield.” * )

This was the first Methodist society. It consisted
exclusively of young men, whose theological views
were imperfect, and whose experience was limited ;
yet they had a sincere desire to please God ; and in
diligence, self-denial, and active benevolence, they far
surpassed many who have boasted of the superiority
of their religious knowledge, and have despised these
simple-hearted worshippers of God, and inquirers
after truth. They instructed the children of the neg-
lected poor; they visited the sick, and the prisoners
in the common jail, for whom no other men seemed

* Works, vol. viii. p. 348.
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to care ; they gave attendance to secret prayer, public
worship, and the Lord’s table with scrupulous exact-
ness; they observed the regular fasts of the Church ;
they assisted each other in their studies, and watched
over each other’s spiritual interests with kindness and
fidelity ; and they conscientiously saved all the money
that they could for pious and charitable purposes.
Some grave men thought them “righteous overmuch,”
and attempted to dissuade them from an excess of
piety ; while profane wits treated them with sarcasm
and contempt: but these young disciples of the cross
showed the strength and sincerity of their convictions
by patient perseverance in their plans of usefulness
and devotion. They consulted the elder Mr. Wesley,
at Epworth, who urged them forward in the course
upon which they had entered. :

An incident which Mr. Wesley has related in one
of his sermons will serve to show the tenderness of
his conscience, and the serious light in which he
viewed his responsibility, during this part of his col-
lege life. “When I was at Oxford,” says he, “in a
cold winter’s day, a young maid (one of those we
kept at school) called upon me. I said, ¢ You seem
half-starved. Have you nothing to cover you but
this thin linen gown?’ She said, ¢ Sir, this is all I
have” I put my hand in my pocket; but found I
had scarce any money left, having paid away what I
bad. It immediately struck me, ‘Will thy Master
say, Well done, good and faithful steward ® Thou
hast adorned thy walls with the money which might
have screened this poor creature from the cold! O
justice! O mercy! Are not these pictures the blood
of this poor maid? See thy expensive apparel in the
same light ; thy gown, hat, head-dress! Every thing
about thee which cost more than Christian duty
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required thee to lay out is the blood of the poor! O
be wise for the time to come! Be more merciful !
more faithful to God and man! more abundantly
adorned with good works!*’”

In another of his sermons, Mr. Wesley has given
a very instructive view of the state of his heart at
this period of his life, and of his ineffectual attempts
to acquire the true Christian faith and love. ¢ After
carefully heaping up the strongest arguments I could
find,” says he, “ either in ancient or modern authors,
for the very being of a God, and (which is near]
connected with it) the existence of an invisible world,
I have wandered up and down, musing with myself :
¢ What, if all these things which are around me, this
earth and heaven, this universal frame, has existed
from eternity ? What, if that melancholy supposition
of the old poet be the real case? What, if  the gen-
erations of men be exactly parallel with the genera-
tion of leaves;” if the earth drops its successive
inhabitants just as the tree drops its leaves? What,
if that saying of a great man be really true ?—

¢ Death is nothing, and nothing is after death.’

How am I sure that this is not the case ; thatI ¢have
not followed cunningly-devised fables ?—And I have
pursued the thought till there was no spirit in me,
a¥d I was ready to ‘choose strangling rather than
life.” +

With respect to the principle of divine love, he
also inquires, “ What can cold reason do in this mat-
ter ? It may present us with fair ideas; it can draw
a fine picture of love: but this is only a painted fire.
And farther than this reason cannot go. I made the
trial for many years. I collected the finest hymns,

* Wesley’s Works, vol. vii. p. 21. 1 Ibid. vol. vi. p. 366.
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prayers, and meditations, which I could find in any
language ; and I said, sung, or read them over and
over, with all possible seriousness and attention. But
still I was like the bones in Ezekiel's vision: ¢The
skin covered them above; but there was no breath
in them.” *

The society in Oxford had not been long under the
guidance of Mr. John Wesley before it was called to
mourn the loss of Mr. Morgan, who died at the com-
mencement of his religious course. He was the son
of an Irish gentleman, and evidently a person of fine
temper and habits. Mr. Wesley addressed a letter
to Mr. Morgan’s father, stating several particulars
respecting his deceased friend, and expressing the
g{rofoundest respect for his memory ; and Mr. Samuel

esley, the younger, wrote a poem on the occaston
of his death. Mr. Morgan led his brethren into one
department of useful and self-denying labour, by
visiting a murderer under sentence of death,

Mr. Wesley's father died in April, 1735, and the
living of Epworth was given away in May following ;
so that he now considered himself to be permanently
fixed in the quiet retreat of Oxford, without future
molestation ; and there he hoped to render important
service to the Church by promoting the spirit of piety
among the men who were designed for the Christian
ministry. Yet his hopes inthis respect were overruled.
The Trustees of the new colony of Georgia were
greatly in want of zealous and active Clergymen,
both to take care of the spiritual concerns of the set-
tlers, and to teach Christianity to the Indian tribes
in the neighbourhood. The Methodists of Oxford
appeared likely to supply the desired agents; and
Mr. John Wesley was requested to accept an appoint-

* Works, vol. vi. p. 359.
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ment to that station. For a considerable time he
hesitated ; but after consulting his mother, and other
friends, he consented ; as did also his brother Charles,
who received ordination with an especial reference to
this service. They embarked at Gravesend on Tues-
day, Oct. 21st, accompanied by Mr. Oglethorpe the
Governor, Mr. Benjamin Ingham, of Queen’s Col-
lege, Oxford, and Mr. Charles Delamotte, son of a
merchant in London. “ Qur end in leaving our na-
tive country,” says Mr. Wesley, “ was not to avoid
want, (God having given us plenty of temporal bless-
ings,) nor to gain the dung or dross of riches or hon-
our; but singly this,—to save our souls; to live
wholly to the glory of God.” *

Before Mr. Wesley left England he published a
single sermon, which he probably intended as a sort
of parting memorial, to be distributed among his
friends. It displays very deep seriousness of temper,
and a solemn conviction of the necessity of holiness ;
but, at the same time, it proves that his views of
Christian truth were as yet very inadequate. He de-
scribes the world as a vast hospital ; and the afflictions
of life as designed to cure the moral maladies of man-
kind. Yet he states that, to whatever extent the
healing process may be carried in this life, it is only
in death that the best of men will be saved from all
sin, which is conceived to dwell particularly in the
earthly frame. The cleansing efficacy of the blood
of Christ, and*the quickening and purifying energy
-of the Holy Spirit, upon which the sacred wiiters lay
so much stress, he almost entirely overlooks.t With
the most upright intentions, but with these imperfect

* Works, vol. i. p. 17.
1+ This sermon which is entitled, ¢ the Trouble and Rest of
Good Men,” may be found in his Works, vol. vii. pp. 366—372.
D
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views of their calling, the brothers sailed for Georgia,
in the character of Christian Missionaries. They had
more thoroughly digested the powerful and elegant,
but unevangelical, writings of Mr. Law, than either
the Epistles of St. Paul, or the Homilies of their
own Church.

One of the objects contemplated in the formation
of the new colony was, to provide an asylum for Pro-
testants who were persecuted on the European con-
tinent; and hence Mr. Wesley and his brethren
found in the ship with them several members of the
Moravian Church, from Germany, with Mr. Nitsch-
man, one of their Bishops. In these strangers the
English Methodists beheld Christianity in a light
more gentle, attractive, and consoling, than any in
which they had ever before seen it. These devout
exiles bore every inconvenience, and even insult, with
the utmost meekness; they were always ready to
render the humblest service to their fellow-voyagers ;
and in storms and hurricanes, while others were
ready to die with fear, they calmly sang the praises
of God, expressing a cheerful confidence and resigna-
tion in the prospect of being immediately swallowed
up in the great deep. With the temper of these
people the Wesleys were, at this time, experimentally
unacquainted. Neither of them was delivered from
the fear of death ; and they had no just conception
of the holy cheerfulness which is produced by an
application of the blood of Christ to the conscience,
and the abiding witness and operation of the heavenly
Comforter. Theirs was a religion of fear and mor-
tification, rather than of holy peace and joy.

On their arrival in Georgia, the brothers were
separated ; John taking up his residence at Savan-
nah, and Charles, at Frederica, with the Governor,
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to whom' he sustained the office of Secretary. The
both applied themselves to their clerical duties wit:
a diligence and fidelity of which the world has seen
few examples. ¢ As soon as I set foot in Georgia,”
says John, “I began preaching at five in the momn-
ing ; and every communicant, that is, every serious
person in the town, constantly attended throughout
the year: I mean, came every morning, winter and
summer, unless in the case of sickness. They did
so till I left the province.”* In addition to this, he
visited the people daily from house to house; and
he catechized the children in the school every Sa-
turday afternoon. The following is his own account
of his labours on the Sabbath in the latter part of his
residence at Savannah :—* The first English prayers
lasted from five till half an hour past six. The Ital-
ian, which I read to a few Vaudois, began at nine.
The second service for the English, including the
sermon and the holy communion, continued from
half an hour past ten, till about half an hour past
twelve. The French service began at one. At two
I catechized the children. About three I began the
English service. After this was ended, I had the
happiness of joining with as many as my largest
room would hold, in reading, prayer, and singing
praise. And about six the service of the Moravians,
so called, began : at which I was glad to be present,
not as a teacher, but as a learner.” +

These extraordinary labours, and the principles
from which they proceeded, were ill appreciated by
the great body of the colonists, who hated this
incessant application to religious duties, and espe-
cially the strict ecclesiastical discipline which the bro-
thers endeavoured to establish. Charles, at Frederica,

* Worke, vol. iv. p. 269. 9 + 1bid. vol. {. p. 60.
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was the innocent victim of a foul conspiracy, by
means of which the Governor was for a time deceived,
and induced to treat his upright Clerical Secretary
with a harshness and severity which had nearly
proved fatal to his life. The wicked plot was after-
wards unravelled ; and the Governor, with expres-
sions of the deepest regret for the course which he
had pursued, gave to this persecuted man a ring,
accompanied with the strongest declarations of his
confidence and affection, and a request that it might
be preserved as a perpetual token of his love. At
the beginning of August, Charles left Georgia, being
entrusted with despatches to the Trustees in Eng-
land ; and the Governor himself left in November
following.

The situation of John now became increasingly
painful. The Trustees had appointed him Minister
of Savannah ; but to this appointment he had never
consenied. He had engaged to go to Georgia only
for the purpose of instructing the Indians; and
because of the unsettled state of the colony, there
appeared no Frobability that he could fulfil this the
only object of his mission. He therefore began to
entertain serious thoughts of following his brother to
England. In the meanwhile a prosecution against
him was commenced, for having repelled a lady from
the holy communion, the particulars of which he has
given in his printed Journal. He attended the Court
six or seven times, to answer for himself ; but finding
that his persecutors determined to defer the trial,
and harass him by delay, he gave public notice of
his intended departure, and openly embarked for
England in the beginning of December, 1737 ; having
served the colony as a Minister-one year and nearly

-nine months.
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Mr. Wesley's mission to Georgia was of the utmost
importance to himself, though he failed in the par-
ticular object which he had in view. His intercourse
with the Moravian Brethren served greatly to disco-
ver to him the true nature of Christianity. He ad-
mired their spirit during his voyage to Georgia ; and on
hisarrival there, he was introduced to Mr. Spangenberg,
one of their Pastors, whose advice he asked relative
to his own conduct. The venerable German said,
“ My brother, I must first ask you one or two ques-
tions. Have you the witness within yourself? Does
the Spirit of God bear witness with your spirit that
you are a child of God?” Mr. Wesley says, “ I was
surprised, and knew not what to answer. He ob-
served it, and asked, ¢ Do you know Jesus Christ ?
I paused, and said, ‘I know he is the Saviour of the
world.’ ¢ True,’ replied he, ¢ but do you know he has’
saved you?” I answered, ‘I hope he has died to
save me.” He only added, ‘ Do you know yourself?’
I said, ‘I do; but I fear they were vain words.” *

He afterwards took up a temporary residence in.
the house of these devout people; and as they all
lived in one room, he was with them from morning
to night. He says, “They were always employed,
always cheerful themselves, and in good humour with
one another. They had put away all anger, and
strife, and wrath, and bitterness, and clamour, and
evil-speaking. They walked worthy of the vocation
wherewith they were called, and adorned the Gospel
of our Lord in all things.”

One day while he remained with them, he says,
“They met to consult concerning the affairs of their
Church ; Mr. Spangenberg being shortly to go to
Pennsylvania, and Bishop Nitschman to return to

*Works, vel. isp. 23.
D
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Germany. After several hours spent in conference
and prayer, they proceeded to the election and ordi-
nation of a Bishop. The great simplicity, as well as
solemnity, of the whole almost made me forget the
seventeen hundred years between, and imagine my-
self in one of those assemblies where form and state
were not; but Paul the tent-maker, or Peter the
fisherman, presided ; yet with the demonstration of
the Spirit and of power.”* It is probable that these
were the very first impressions which he received of
the existence of scriptural Christianity beyond the
pale of his own Church. These impressions at length
ripened into a truly catholic spirit, of which be lived
and died an eminent example. :
During the voyage home his attention was espe-
cially directed to the state of his own heart; and,
after strict self-examination, he expressed himself in
the following manner:—“I went to America to
convert the Indians; but O! who shall convert
me ? who, what is he that will deliver me from this
evil heart of unbelief? I havea fair summer reli-
ion. I can talk well; nay, and believe myself,
while no danger is near. But let death look me in
the face, and my spirit is troubled. Nor can I say,
¢ To die is gain !”
¢ I have a sin of fear, that when I’ve spun
My last thread, I shall perish on the shore.’

“T think, verily, if the Gospel be true, I am safe :
for I not only have given, and do give, all my goods
to feed the poor; I not only give my body to be
burned, drowned, or whatever God shall appoint for
me; but I follow after charity, (though not as I
ought, yet as I can,) if haply I may attain it. I

* Works, vol. i. p. 26.
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nomw believe the Gospel is true. I show my faith by
my works, by staking my all upon it. I would do
so again and again a thousand times, if the choice
were still to make. 'Whoever sees me sees I would
be a Christian. Therefore are my ways not like
other men’s ways. Therefore I have been, I am, I
am content to be, a by—w ord, a proverb of reproach.
Bat in a storm I think, ¢ What if the Gospel be not
true? Then thou art of all men most foolish. For
what hast thou given thy goods, thy ease, thy
friends, thy reputation, thy country; thy life? For
what art thou wandering over the face of the earth ?
—a dream, a cunningly-devised fable! O who
will deliver me from this fear of death? What
shall I do? Where shall T fly from it? Should I
ﬁgzht against it by thinking, or by not thinking of
it *

Mr. Charles Wesley landed in England, Decem-
ber 3d, 1737 ; and his brother on the lst of Febru-
ary, 1738. On again examining the state of his
heart, and reviewing his past conduct, Mr. John
‘Wesley was deeply convinced that he fell short of
the true Christian character, It is now,” said he,
“two years and almost four months since I left my
native country, in order to teach the Georgian In-
dians the nature of Christianity: but what have I
learned myself in the mean time? Why, (what I
least of all suspected,) that I who went to America
to convert others, was never myself converted to
God. *I am not mad, though I thus speak ; but I
speak the words of truth and soberness ;’ if haply
some of those who still dream may awake, and see,
that as I am, so are they.

“ Are they read in phxlosophy? So was I. Im

* Works, vol. i. pp. 74, 75.
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ancient or modern tongues? So was I also. Are
they versed in the science of divinity? I too have
studied it many years. Can they talk fluently upon
spiritual things? The very same could I do. Are
they plenteous in alms? Behold, I gave all my
goods to feed the poor. Do they give of their la~
bour, as well as of their substance? I have laboured
more abundantly than they all. Are they willing
to suffer for their brethren? I have thrown up my
friends, reputation, ease, country; I have put my
life in my hand, wandering into strange lands; I
have given my body to be devoured by the deep,
parched up with heat, consumed with toil and
weariness, or whatsoever God should please to bring
upon me. But does all this (be it more or less, it
matters not) make me acceptable to God? Does all
I ever did or can kmow, say, give, do, or suffer, jus-
tify me in his sight? Yea, or the constant use of
all the means of grace? (which, nevertheless, is
meet, right, and our bounden duty.) Or that I
know nothing of myself; that I am, as touching
outward moral riﬁhteousness, blameless? Or (to
comeé closer yet) the having a rational conviction of
all the truths of Christianity? Does all this give
me a claim to the holy, heavenly, divine character
of a Christian? By no means. If the oracles of
God are true, if we are still to abide by ‘the law
and the testimony,’ all these things, though when
ennobled by faith in Christ they are holy, and just,
and good, yet without it are dung and dross, meet
only to be purged away by the fire that never shall
be quenched.

“This, then, have I learned in the ends of the
earth,—That I am fallen short of the glory of God;
that my whole heart is altogether corrupt and abom-
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inable ; and, consequently, my whole life; (seeing
it cannot be that an evil tree should bring forth
good fruit ;) that alienated, as I am, from the life
of God, I am a child of wrath, an heir of hell; that
my own works, my own sufferings, my own righte-
ousness, are so far from reconciling me to an of-
fended God, so far from making any atonement for
the least of those sins which are more in number
than the hairs of my head, that the most specious
of them need an atonement themselves, or they can-
not abide his righteous judgment ; that, baving the
sentence of death in my heart, and having nothing
in or of myself to plead, I have no hope but that of
being justified freely, through the redemption that
isin Jesus. I have no hope but that if I seek, I
shall find Christ, and *be found in him, not having
my own righteousness, but that which is through
the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of
God by faith,’

“If it be said that I have faith, (for many such
things have I heard from many miserable com-
forters,) I answer, So have the devils, a sort of faith;
but still they are strangers to the covenant of pro-
mise. So the Apostles had even at Cana in Galilee,
when Jesus first ‘manifested forth his glory ;* even
then they, in a sort, ‘believed on him;’ but they
had not then ¢the faith that overcometh the world.
The faith I want is, a sure trust and confidence
in God, that, through the merits of Christ, my sins
are forgiven, and I reconciled to the favour of God.’
I want that faith which St. Paul recommends to all
the world, especially in his Epistle to the Romans:
that faith which enables every one that bath it to
ery out, ‘I live not, but Christ liveth in me; and
the life which I now live, I live by faith in the Son
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of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.’
I want that faith which - none can have without
knowing that he hath it; (though many imagine
they have it, who have it not ;) for whosoever hath
it 1s freed from sin, the whole body of sin is
destroyed in him. He is freed from fear, having
‘peace with God through Christ, and rejoicing in
hope of the glory of God” And he is freed from
doubt, having ‘the love of God shed abroad in his
heart through the Holy Ghost, which is given unto
him ;’ which ¢Spirit itself beareth witness with his
spirit that he is a child of God."” *

These convictions, painful and humiliating as they
were to a man who had done and suffered so much
in what he conceived to be the cause of true reli«
gion, were strengthened and confirmed by his inter-
course with Peter Bohler, a learned Minister of the
Moravian Church, who arrived in England at this
time. Mr. Wesley was introduced to this distin-
guished German at the house of a Dutch merchant
in London, on the 7th of February, and omitted no
opportunity of conversing with him till the beginning
of May, when the pious stranger embarked for Caro-
lina. Mr. Wesley appears to have derived more
evangelical light from Peter Bohler than from any
other man with whom he had been acquainted up to
this period. The following notices in his Journal
show the deep impression which Béhler's conversation
made upon his mind :—

¢ Saturday, March 4th, I found my brother at
Oxford, recovering from his pleurisy ; and with him
Peter Bohler; by whom (in the hand of the great
God) I was, on Sunday the 5th, clearly convinced
of unbelief, of the want of that fgith wherely alone

* Works, vol. i. pp. 76, 77.
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we are saved. Immediately it struck into my mind,
‘Leave off preaching. How can you preach to
others who have not faith yourself 2’ I asked Boh-
ler whether he thought I should leave it off or not.
He answered, ¢ By no means.” I asked, ¢ But what
can I preach?’ He said, ¢ Preach faith till you have
it; and then because you have it, you mill preach
faith.’ .
¢ Accordingly, Monday, 6th, I began preaching
this new doctrine, though my soul started back from
the work. The first person to whom I offered sal-
vation by faith alone was a prisoner under sentence
of death. His name was Clifford. Peter Bahler
had many times desired me to speak to him before.
But I could not prevail on myself to do so; being
still (as I had been many years) a zealous assertor
of the impossibility of a death-bed repentance.
¢« Thursday, 23d, I met Peter Bihler again, who
now amazed me more and more, by the account he
gave of the fruits of living faith,—the holiness and
happiness which he affirmed to attend it. The next
morning I began the Greek Testament again, re-
solving to abide by ¢ thelaw and the testimony ;’ and
being confident that God would hereby show me
whether this doctrine was of God.
“Saturday, April 22, I met Peter Bohler once
more. I had now no objection to what he said of
“the nature of faith; namely, that it is, (to use
the words of our Church,) ‘a sure trust and confi-
dence which a man bath in God, that through the
merits of Christ his sins are forgiven, and he recon-
ciled to the favour of God.' Neither could I deny
either the happiness or holiness which he described
as fruits of this living faith. ¢The Spirit itself bear-
eth witness with our spirit that we are the children
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of God;’ and, ‘He that believeth hath the witness
in himself;’ fully convinced me of the former: as,
¢ Whatsoever is born of God doth not commit sin ;”
and, ‘Whosoever believeth is born of God ;’ did of the
latter. But I could not comprehend what he spoke
of an instantaneous work. 1 could not understand
how this faith should be given in a moment; how
a man could at once be thus turned from darkness
to light, from sin and misery to righteousness and
joy in the Holy Ghost. I searched the Scriptures
again touching this very thing, particularly the Acts
of the Apostles; but, to my utter astonishment,
found scarce any instances there of other than in-
stantaneous conversions ; scarce any so slow as that
of St. Paul, who was three days in the pangs of the
new birth. I had but one retreat left ; namely,
¢ Thus I grant God wrought in the first ages of
Christianity ; but the times are changed. What
reason have I to believe he works in the same man-
ner now ?°

“But on Sunday, 23d, I was beat out of this re-
treat too, by the concurring evidence of several
living witnesses, who testified, God had thus wrought
in themselves; giving them in a moment such a
faith in the blood of his Son, as translated them
out of darkness into light, out of sin and fear into
holiness and happiness. Here ended my disput-
ingl; I could only ery out, ¢ Lord, help thou my
unbelief !’

“I asked Peter Bohler again, whether I ought
not to refrain from teaching others. IHe said, ¢ No;
do not hide in the earth the talent God hath given
vouw’ Accordingly, on Tuesday, 25th, Ispoke clearly
and fully at Blendon, to Mr. Delamotte’s family,
of the nature and fruits of faith. Mr. Broughton
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and my brother were there. Mr. Broughton's great
objection was, he could never think that I had not
- faith, who had done and suffered such things. My
brother was very angry, and told me I did not know
what mischief I had done by talking thus. And
indeed it did please God then to kindle a fire, which,
I trust, shall never be extinguished.

“ Wednesday, May 3d, my brother had a long
and particular conversation with Peter Bohler. And
it now pleased God to open his eyes; so that he
also saw clearly what was the nature of that one
true living faith whereby alone, through grace, we
are saved.

“Thursday, 4th, Peter Bghler left Londoen, in
order to embark for Carolina. O what a work hath
God begun since his coming into England! such an
one as shall never come to an end till heaven and
earth pass away.”

On his arrival at Southampton, Bohler addressed
a very affectionate Latin letter to Mr. Wesley, urg-
ing him to the immediate exercise of faith in Christ,
that he might be saved from the guilt and power
of sin, and filled with peace, and joy, and holy love,

When the doctrine of salvation from sin, by faith
in the Lord Jesus, accompanied by the inward wit-
ness of adoption, was first proposed to Mr. Charles
Wesley, he opposed it with all his might, and was
very angry with his brother for entertaining principles
so directly contrary to those which Mr. Law had
taught them, and which they had so cordially enter-
tained. About this time he had a severe illness, so
that his life was in imminent danger. When his
sufferings were excruciating, and it was doubtful
whether he could survive many hours, he was visited
by Bohler. “I asked him,” says Mr. Charles Wes-.

E
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ley, “to pray for me. He seemed unwilling at
first ; but beginning faintly, he raised his voice by
degrees, and prayed for my recovery with strange
confidence. Then he took me by the hand, and
calmly said, ‘You will not die now.” I thought
within myself, ‘I cannot hold out in this pain till
morning.” He said, ‘Do you hope to be saved ?’
I answered, ¢ Yes.” ¢For what reason do you hope
to be saved?’ ¢ Because I have used my best endea-
vours to serve God.” He shook his head, and said
no more. I thought him very uncharitable, saying
in my heart, ¢ What, are not my endeavours a suffi-
vient ground of hope? Would he rob me of my
endeavours ? I have nothing else to trust to.”” *
Mr. Charles Wesley, who was thus offended with
the doctrine of free and present salvation from sin
by faith in Christ, turned his anxious and prayerful
attention to the subject, and was soon led to concur
in sentiment with his brother and the devout Ger-
man. Hitherto John had. always taken the lead in
matters of a religious nature; but this order was
now reversed. Charles, who had been the last to
receive the doctrine in question, was the first to real-
ize its truth in his own experience. On the morn-
ing of Whitsunday, May 2lst, having had a second
return of his illness, and his brother and some other
friends having spent the preceding night in prayer
for him, he awoke in the earnest hope of soon attain-
ing the object of his desire,—the knowledge of God
reconciled in Christ Jesus. About nine o'clock his
brother and some friends visited him, and sang &
hymn suited to the day. When they had left him
he betook himself to prayer. Soon afterwards ome

15; Whitehead’s Lives of John and Charles Wesley, vol. . p,
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of his religious acquaintance said to him, in a very
impressive mammer, “Believe in the name of Jesus
of Nazareth, and thou shalt be healed of all thine
infirmities.” The words went to his heart, and ani-
mated him with confidenee ; and in reading various
passages of Scripture he was enabled to trust in
Christ, as set forth to be a propitiation for kis sins,
through faith in his blood, and received that peace
and rest in God which he so earnestly sought.

Three days afterwards Mr. John Wesley received
the same blessing. On Monday, Tuesday, and
Wednesday, he says, “I had continual sorrow and
heaviness in my heéart; something of which I de-
scribed, in the broken manner 1 was able, in the
following letter to a friend :—

«] see that the whole law of God is holy, just,
and good. I know every thought, every temper of
my soul, ought to bear God’s image an:ly superscri
tion. But bow am I fallen from the glory of God !
I feel that 1 am sold under sin. I know that I too
deserve mnothing but wrath, being full of all abomi-
nations, and having no good thing in me to atone
for them, or to remove the wrath of God. All my
works, my righteousness, my prayers, need an atone-
ment for themselves, so that my mouth is stopped.
I have nothing to plead. God is holy. I am un-
holy. God is a consuming fire. I am altogether a
sinner, meet to be consumed.

“Yet I hear a voice (and is it not the voice of
God ?) saying, ‘Believe, and thou shalt be saved.’
¢He that believeth is passed from death unto life.’
¢ God 80 loved the world that he gave his only-begot-
ten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not
perish, but have everlasting life.’

“0 let no one deceive us by vain words, as if we

’ E 2
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had already attained this faith! By its fruits we
shall know. Do we already feel ¢ peace with God,
and ‘joy in the Holy Ghost?’ Does his Spirit bear
witness with our spirit, that we are the children of
God?’ Alas, with mine he does mot. Nor, I fear,
with yours. O thou Saviour of men, save us from
trustiniin any thing butthee! Draw us after thee!
Let us be emptied of ourselves, and then fill us with
all peace and joy in believing ; and let nothing sepa~
rate us from thy love in time or eternity.”

His prayer was heard. On Wednesday evening,
sﬂs he, “I went very unwillingly to a societ{ in
‘Aldersgate-street, where one was reading Luther’s
preface to the Epistle to the Romans. About a
quarter before nine, while he was describing the
change which God works in the heart through faith
in Christ, I felt my heart strangely warmed. I felt
T did trust in Christ, Christ alone, for salvation ; and
an assurance was given me that he had taken away
my sins, even mine, and saved me from the law of
sin and death. )
~ “I began to pray with all my might for those
who had in a more especial manner despitefully
used me, and persecuted me. I then testified
openly to all there, what I now first felt in my
heart.” *

- From this time the two brothers were new men.
An experimental application of the blood of Christ
to their consciences rendered them cheerful and hap-
Py, and produced in their hearts an intense love to
their Saviour. Having obtained, by the simple
exercise of faith in Christ, not only the abiding wit-
ness of the pardoning and adopting mercy of God,
but also that purity of heart which they had long

. * Works, vol, i. p. 103.
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unsuccessfully endeavoured to obtain by works of
righteousness and law, they were astonished at their
former errors, and longed to make known the great
salvation which is thus attainable by all. Before
this period they sgrved God because they feared him;
now they loved him from a joyous assurance that
he had first loved them. They confessed that up to
this period they had been mere servants of G}:)d
now they stood in a filial relation to him; and be-
cause they were sons, God sent forth the Spirit of
bhis Son into their hearts, crying, Abba, Father.
They had laboured with all fidelity to benefit man-
kmxi because they felt this to be their duty; but
now the love of Christ kindled in their breasts a
generous and yearning affection for the whole human
race, and a willingness even to lay down their lives,
if others might only be converted and saved.
Charles, with his bodily strength impaired by
illness, immediately began, in private conversations
wherever he went, to recommend to others the sal-
vation which he had so happily experienced, and
with most encouraging success. In one month no
fewer than thirty persons professed to have received
the peace and joy of faith in the several private
meetings at which he was present. Among these
was the Rev. Henry Piers, the Vicar of Bexley,
with whom he had become acquainted in conse-
guenee of his visits to the Delamotte family at Blen-
on, who regularly attended Bexley church on the
Lord's day. Mr. Piers introduced the Wesleys to
the Rev. Vincent Perronet, the pious Vicar of
Shorebam, who became one of the most valued and
faithful of their friends. Mr. Piers was present at
the first Methodist Conference, which was held in

 London. He also published a very faithful sermon,
E3
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which he addressed to the Clergy at Bevenoaks
akout the same period.

Before he left Georgia, Mr. John Wesley had
resolved, if possible, to visit the Moravian settle~
ment at Hernhuth, in Upper Lusatia; a place which
is situated on the borders of Bohemia, and about
thirty English miles from Dresden ; and he availed
himself of this opportunity to fulfil his purpose.
On his arrival he was deeply impressed with the
order and godly discipline of the Church as there
presented to his view, and still more with the dis-
courses which he heard from the pulpit, and the re-
ligious experience of the brethren with whom he
conversed. They all declared, as with omne voice,
that they had been made permanently happy and
holy by believing in Christ; so that he was greatly
strengthened and confirmed in those views of the
truth which he had now received, and which he was
unconsciously preparing to preach to others with al-
most unexampled publicity and effect.

CHAPTER I1I.

MEASURES ADOPTED BY THE WESLEYS FOR THE
REVIVAL OF RELIGION.

FIELD PREACHING.

. WHEN Mr. Wesley returned from Germany, he
immediately began to preach justification by g\ith;
with the penitential sorrow by which it is preceded,
and the peace and holiness which invariably follow
it.  He did this in some of the churches of London,
‘but more frequently in what he calls * societies;”
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which then met in various parts of London and
its vicinity. They are well described by Dr. Wood-
ward, and had long been very useful in different
. parts of the land. It was at one of these *socie-
ties,” in Aldersgate-street, that he had, some months
before, found rest to his soul; and as they consisted
almost entirely of professed members of the estab-
lished Church, he seemed, as a matter of course, to
claim relationship to them. In these small assem-
blies, which appear to have generally met in private
houses, he declared what God had done for his soul,
and exhorted the people also to taste and see that
the Lord is ious. Many believed the report,
and were made bappy in the God of their salvation.

He was thus employed when he received a letter
from his friend, Mr. Whitefield, recently returned
from America, and now in Bristol, earnestly pressing
him to come to that city without delay. On his ar-
rival, he says, “I could scarce reconcile myself at
first to this strange way of preaching in the fields,
of which he set me the example on the Sunday;
having been all my life (till very lately) so tenacious
of every point relating to decency and order, that
I should have thought the saving souls almost a sin,
if it*had not been done in a church.” On the fol-
lowing day, Mr. Whitefield having left Bristol, Mr.
Wesley says, “ At four in the afternoon I submitted
to be more vile, and proclaimed in the highways the
glad tidings of salvation, speaking from a little emi-
nence in a ground adjoining to the city to about
three thousand people.” *

This was not the first time that Mr. Wesley had
gl;ached in the open air. He did this in Geo:lgia,

ore Mr. Whitefield was ordained; + but it does

¢ Works, vol. i, p. 185. + Ibid. vel. x. p. 447.
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not appear that he had any intention -of resuming
the practice in England, till he was stimulated by
the example and urgent advice of his friend. But
having once adopted this mode of imparting religious
instruction to the mneglected classes of the commu-
nity, he never abandoned it to the end of his life,
being deeply convinced of its utility, and strenuously
recommending the frequent use of it to all the Preach-
ers who laboured in connexion with him. He confined
not these labours to Bristol, but extended them to
Bath, and especially to the colliers at Kingswood ;
being often surrounded by many thousands of will-
ing and attentive hearers.

On his return to London, in June following, he
accompanied Mr. Whitefield to Blackheath, where
about twelve or fourteen thousand people were as-
sembled to hear the word. At Mr. Whitefield’s
request, Mr. Wesley preached in his stead ; and af-
terwards for many years addressed similar, and even
larger, multitudes in Moorfields and at Kennington-
common, at Newcastle-upon-Tyne, and other parts of
England, as also in Wales, and Ireland.

As Mr. Charles Wesley recovered his strength,
he preached in different churches, and frequently to
the felons in Newgate, to whom he paid a Tnost
anxious and compassionate attention. He often
visited them in their cells, composed hymns for their
use, explained to them the way of salvation through
faith in Christ, and exhorted them to trust in his
atonement for pardon and eternal life. Not a few
appeared, through his instrumentality, to be brought
to repentance, and to a due preparation for the death
to which. they were appointed. Having recovered
his strength, and being strenuously urged by Mr.
Whitefield, on the 24th of June, 1739, he says, “I
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prayed, and went forth in the name of Jesus Churist.
I found near a thousand helpless sinners waiting for
the word in Moorfields. I invited them in my Mas-~
ter's words, as well as name, ¢ Come unto me, all ye
that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you
rest.” The Lord was with me, even me, the mean-
est of his messengers, according to his promise.
At St. Paul's, the psalms, lessons, &c., for the day,
put new life into me; and so did the sacrament.
My load was gone, and all my doubts and scruples.
God shone on my path, and I knew this was his will
concerning me. I walked to Kennington-common,
and cried to multitudes upon multitudes, ¢ Repent ye,
and believe the Gospel.” The Lord was my sirength,
and my mouth, and my wisdom. O that all would
therefore praise the Lord for his goodness” A few
weeks afterwards he preached to about ten thou-
sand people in Moorfields ; and for several years he
followed, with equal steps, both his brother.and Mr.
Whitefield, in la‘imrious zeal and public usefulness.
The Wesleys were led to adopt this very unusual
mode of proceeding through the force eg circum-
stances, and a strong sense of duty ; and not in con-
sequence of any plan which they had previously
conceived. When Mr. John Wesley returned from
Georgia, he says, “I was in haste to retire to Ox-
ford, and bury myself in my beloved obscurity; but
I was detained in London, week after week, by the
Trustees for the colony of Georgia. In the mean
time I was continually importuned to preach in
one and another.church; and that not only morn-
ing, afternoon, and night, on Sunday, but on week-
days also. As I was lately come from a far country,
vast multitudes flocked together, but, in a short
time, partly because of those unwieldy crowds, partly
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becanse of my unfashionable dectrine, I was ex-
cluded from one and another church, and, at length,
shut out of all! Not daring to be silent, after a
short struggle between honour and conscience, I
made a virtue of necessity, and Kreached in the mid-
dle of Moorfields. Here were thousands upon thou-
sands, abundantly more than any church could con-
tain; and numbers among them who never went to
any church or place of pnilic worship at all. More
and more of them were cut to the heart, and came
to me all in tears, inquiring, with the utmost eager-
ness, what they must do to be saved.” *

These extraordinary efforts were severely censured
by many persons, as disorderly and irregular: but
they were clearly justified by Scripture precedent,
our blessed Lord and his Apostles frequently preach-
ing in the open air as well ag in the Jewish temple
and synagogues. They were also justified by the
necessity of the case: for it was only in this man-
ner that the masses of ignorant and wicked people, -
with which England at that time abounded, could
be effectually reached. They mever attended any

lace of worship whatever; so that unless they

ad been followed to their haunts of ungodliness
and dissipation, they must have perished without
knowledge and without hope. The spiritual and
moral benefit arising from field-preaching was incal-
culable ; so that Mr. Wesley said, It were better
for me to die, than not to preach the Gospel; yea,
and in the fields, either where I may not preach in
the church, or where the church will not contain the
congregation.”+ When he had been accustomed
thus to preach in London for more than twenty years,
he says, « A vast majority of the immense congre-

* Works, vol. vil. pp. 422, 423. Ibid. vol. xii. p. 79.
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gation in Moorfields were deeply serious. One such
hour might convince any impartial man of the expe-
diency of field-preaching. ~What building, except
St. Paul’s ch would contain such a congrega-
tion? And if it would, what buman voice could
have reached them there? By repeated observations
I find I can command thrice the number in the open
air, that I can under a roof. And who can say the
time for field-preaching is over, while, 1. Greater
numbers than ever attend: 2. The converting as
well as the convincing power of God is eminently
present with them ¢~ * .

The self-denial of the men who thus went forth
into the highways and hedges, that they might in-
struct the ignorant and reclaim the lost, is very ob-
vious; especially when it is recollected that their
talents and education were of the first order, and
such as qualified them to occupy a place in the high-
est society, as well as to excel in every branch of
polite learning. Mr. Wesley thus forcibly expresses
himself in his < Earnest Appeal : "— Suppose field-
preaching to be ever so expedient, or even necessary ;
i;t who will contest with us for this province?

ay we mot enjoy this quiet and unmolested ? un-
molested, I mean, by any competitors. For who is
there among you, brethren, that is willing (examine
your own hearts) eveny to save souls from death at
this price? Would not you let a thousand souls
peris£ rather than you would be the instrument of
rescuing them thus? I do not speak now with re-
gard to conscience, but to the inconveniences that
must accompany it. Can you sustain them, if you
would? Can you bear the summer sun to beat upon
your naked head? Can you suffer the wintry rain

* Works, vol. ii. p. 510.
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or wind from whatever quarter it blows? Are you-
able to stand in the open air, without any covering
or defence, when God casteth abroad his snow like
wool, or scattereth his hoar-frost like ashes? And
yet these are some of the smallest inconveniences
which accompany field-preaching. Far beyond all
these are the contradiction of sinners, the scoffs
both of the great vulgar and the small; contempt
and re h of every kind ; often more than ver-
bal am stupid, brutal violence; sometimes to
the hazard of bealth, or limbs, or life. Brethren,
do you envy us this honour? What, I pray, would
buy you to be a field-preacher? Or what, think
you, could induce any man of common sense to con-
tinue therein one year, unless he had a full convic-
tion in himself that it was the will of God concern-
ing him?

“Upon this conviction it is that we now do, for
the good of souls, what you cannot, will not, dare
not do. And we desire not that you should; but
this one thing we may reasonably desire of you:
Do not increase the difficulties which are already so
great, that, without the mighty power of God, we
must sink under them. Do not assist in trampling
down a little handful of men who for the present
stand in the gap between ten thousand poor wretches
and destruction, till you find some others to take
their place.” *

THE FORMATION OF SOCIETIKS.

ONE unavoidable effect of the powerful preach-
ing of the Wesleys was the formation of religious
societies. Many of the people, being deeply impressed
with the trutg which they heard, became alarmed

* Works, vJl. vili. pp. 230, 281.
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for the consequences of their sin, and desired further:
instruction in the way of salvation; and those who
had been renewed in the spirit of their minds longed
for those spiritual helps which Christian fellowship
supplies. Hence such as were awakened to a right
perception of divine things were, at their own re-
quest, united together, for their mutual comfort and
edification.

The time at which the first of the United Societies
was formed is marked by Mr. Wesley with suffici-
ent exactness. The following is his own account :—
“In the latter end of the year 1739, eight or ten
sersons came to me in London, who appeared to be

eeply convinced of sin, and earnestly groaning for
redemption. They desired (as did one or two more
the next day) that I would spend some time with
them in prayer, and advise them how to flee from the
wrath to come, which they saw continually hanging
over their heads. That we might have more time
for this great work, I appointed a day when they
might all come together, which from thenceforward
they did every week, namely, on Thursday, in the
evening.* To these, and as many more as desired
to join with them, (for their number increased daily,}
I gave those advices, from time to time, which
jug;ed most - needful for them ; and we always con-
cluded our meeting with prayer suited to their seve-
ral necessities.

“This was the rise of the United Society, first in
Loudon, and then in other places. Such a society is
no other than a company of men having the form and
seeking the power of godliness, united in order to pray
together, to receive the word of exhortation, and to

¢ ¢« Twelve came the first Thursday night ; forty, the next;

moon after a hundred.”—Wesley’s Works, vol. vii, p. 207.
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watch over one another in love, that they may help
each other to work out their salvation.” *

He speaks more definitely in his ¢ Earnest Ap-
peal,” where he says, “ The case in London stands
thus : In November, 1739, two gentlemen, then un-
known to me, Mr. Ball and Mr. Watkins, came and
desired me once and again to preach in a place called
the Foundery, near Moorfields. With much reluc-
tance, I at length complied.—The United Society
began a little after.” +

The larger of the United Societies Mr. Wesley
divided into classes, each of which was placed under
the care of a Leader, and met once a week in order
to the spiritual improvement of the members.

“It can scarce be conceived,” says he, “what
advantages have been reaped from this little pruden-
tial regulation. Many now happily experienced
that Christian fellowship of which they had not so
. much as an idea before. They began to bear one

another’s burdens, and naturally to care for each other.

As they had daily a more intimate acquaintance with,

so they had a more endeared affection for, each other.

And, ¢speaking the truth in love, they grew up into

Him in all things, who is the head, even Christ;
. from whom the whole body, fitly joined together, and
compacted by that which every joint supplied, accord-
ing to the effectual working in the measure of every
part, increased unto the edifying of itself in love.”” }

The title given by the Wesleys to the societies
which wereraised up by their instrumentality, describes
their nature in one very important particular. They
were not distinet and independent churches, but
United Societies, being all governed by the same dis-

* Works, vol. viil. p. 269.  + Ibid. vol. viil. pp. 37, 88.

1 1bid. vol. vili. p. 254.
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cipline, and placed under the same pastoral care.
The adoption of the connexional principle from the
very first has led to the most beneficial results. Not
only bas an identity of character been impressed upon
all the societies, but those which have been strong, in
consequence of their numbers and property, have
rendered seasonable help to such as were poor and
feeble ; and thus the work in many places has been
perpetuated where it would otherwise have become
extinct, and extended to neglected districts where
the truth could not otherwise have been carried.
‘What one or two societies could not do has been
easily accomplished by the combined exertions of
the body. Its strength, under God, consists in its
unity ; and were this dissolved, the Methodist socie-
ties would be comparatively powerless, both at home,
and in the Mission field. All attempts to invade
the connexional principle Mr.- Wesley strenuously
resisted ; and his sons in the Gospel have hitherto
wisely followed in the same course. Without adopt-
ing the principle in question, the Wesleys might
have been very useful in large and populous towns ;
but neither they nor their successors couid have
carried the truth into the scattered villages and ham-
lets of the agricultural districts, where many hundreds
of small chapels now stand, surrounded by the cot-
tages of the poor, and frequented by thousands of
devout and happy peasants. It is thus that the
system of Methodism adapts itself to the necessities
of the humbler classes of society.

« It was by this means,” the formation of societies,
gays Dr. Adam Clarke,  that we have been enabled
to establish permanent and holy churches over the
world. Mr. Wesley saw the necessity of this from
the beginning. Mr. Whit;ﬁeld, when he separated

F
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from Mr. Wesley, did not follow it. What was the
consequence { The fruit of Mr. Whitefield's labours
died with himself. Mr. Wesley's fruit remains,
grows, increases, and multiplies exceedingly. Did
Mr. Whitefield see his error? He did ; but not till
it was too late. His people, long unused to it, would
not come under this discipline. Have I authority
tosay so? I have; and you shall have it. Forty
years ago I travelled in the Bradford, Wilts., Circuit,
with Mr. John Pool. Himself told me the following
anecdote. Mr. Pool was well known to Mr. White-
field ; and having met him one day, he accosted him
in the following manner :—Whitefield : ¢ Well, John,
art thou still a Wesleyan?" Pool: ¢Yes, Sir; and
I thank God that I have the privilege of being in
connexion with him, and one of his preachers.
Whitefield : ¢ Jobn, thou art in thy right place. My
brother Wesley acted wisely. The souls that were
awakened under his ministry he joined in class, and
thus preserved the fruits of his labour. . This I neg-
lectedp; and my people are a rope of sand.’ And
what now remains of this great man’s labours?
Multitudes were converted under his ministry, and are
gone to God ; but there is no spiritual succession.’” *

This statement of Dr. Clarke, though substantially
true, needs some qualification. The labours of Mr.
Whitefield, it is presumed, were principally merged
in those of Lady Huntingdon’s Connexion, and in
the Dissenting churches, It isin these communities
that the fruit of his most powerful and effective min-
istry is to be traced.

Some of the earlier societies formed by Mr. Wesley
were severely persecuted, not only by riotous men,
but in domestic life, and by their employers ; being

‘® Miscellaneous Works, vol. xiil. p. 267. .
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not unfrequently deprived of their only means of
subsistence. The following is his own appeal to a
persecutor of this class :— You employed A. B. for
several years. By your own account, he was an
honest, diligent man. You had no objection to him
but his following ¢this way.” For this reason you
turn him off. In a short time, having spent his
little all, and having no supply, he wants bread. So
does his family too, as well as himself. Before he
can get into other business to procure it, through
want of convenient food to eat, and raiment to put
on, he sickens and dies. This is not an imaginary
scene. I have known the case, though too late to
remedy it.

“<And what then?’ Whkat then! you are a
murderer! ¢O earth! cover not thou his blood !’
No; it doth not. ¢The cry thereof hath entered
into the ears of the Lord God of Sabaoth.” And
God requireth it at your hands ; and will require it
in an hour when you think not. For you have as
effectually murdered that man, as if you had stabbed
him to the heart.

Tt is not I then who ruin and starve that family :
it is you; you who call yourself a Protestant! you
who cry out against the persecuting spirit of the
Papists ! Ye fools and blind! What are ye better
than they? Why, Edmond Bonner would have
starved the heretics in prison; whereas you starve
them in their own houses !” * ’

EMPLOYMENT OF PREACHERS WHO HAD NOT
RECEIVED EPISCOPAL ORDINATION.

As the Wesleys were led through the force of
what they conceived to be providential circumstances
* Works, vol. viil. p. 127.
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in adopting the practice of field-preaching, and in
the formation of religious societies, so they were in-
duced in the same manner to accept the assistance
of Preachers who had neither been educated with
reference to the Christian ministry, nor formally
ordained to that holy service. The first that was
thus employed was Thomas Maxfield, a young man,
who hmf been converted under Mr. John Wesley's
preaching at Bristol, in May, 1739. He became
deeply pious; and prayed, exhorted, and expounded
the Scriptures with uncommon power. y Hun-
tingdon, who knew him well at this period of his
life, speaks of him in texrms of the highest admiration.
He was appointed to assist in the society in London
in the absence of the Wesleys, and there he began to
reach. Complaint of this was forwarded to Mr.
esley, who hastened to London, with all speed, to
sto dge alleged irregularity. His mother then lived
in his house adjoining the Foundery. On his arrival
she perceived that his countenance was expressive
of dissatisfaction,and inquired the cause. * Thomas
Maxfield,” said he abruptly, “ has turned Preacher,
I find." She looked attentively at him, and replied,
“ John, you know what my sentiments have geen.
You cannot suspect me of favouring readily an
thing of this lnmf. But take care what you do wit
respect to that young man ; for he is as surely called
of God to preach as you are. Examine what have
been the fruits of his preaching; and hear him also
yourself” He took the advice, and submitted to
what he believed to be the order of God.*
One of the most distinguished of all Mr. Wesley's
early Preachers was John Nelson, a stone-mason of
Birstal, in Yorkshire ; a man of deep and fervent

* Moore's Life of Wesley, vol. i. p. 507.
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piety, of strong and manly sense, of ready and pun-

ent wit, and of admirable firmness and resolution.
%Iis Journal, relating with beautiful simplicity the
Earticulars of his conversion, of his ministry, and of

is patient sufferings in the cause of Christ, (for he
was unrighteously forced from his family, and sent
to be a soldier, for the crime of calling sinners to
repentance,) is one of the most interesting and instruc-
tive publications of the kind in the English language.
Of dgis truly great, though comparatively unlettered,
man, Mr. Wesley gives the following account,
having visited Nelson at Birstal in the year 1742:
¢« Hearing he was at home, I sent for him to our
inn ; whence he immediately carried me to his house,
and gave me an account of the sirange manner
wherein he had been led on since we parted in
London.

“He had full business there, and large wages.
But from the time of his finding peace with God, it
was continually upon his mind, that he must return
(though he knew not why) to his native place. He
did so, about Christmas, in the year 1740. His
relations and acquaintance soon began to inquire
what he thought of this new faith ; and whether he
believed there was any such thing as a man knowing
that his sins were forgiven. John told them point-
blank, that this new faith, as they called it, was the
old faith of the Gospel; and that he himself was as
sure his sins were forgiven, as he could be of the
shining of the sun. This was soon noised abroad ;
more and more came to inquire concerning these
strange things. Some put him upon the proof of the
great truths which such inquiries naturally led him
to mention; and thus he was brought unawares to
quote, explain, compare, and enforce several parts
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of Scripture. This he did at first, eitting in his
house, till the company increased so that the house
could not contain them. Then he stood at the door,
which he was commonly obliged to do, in the even-
ing, as soon as he came from work. God imme-
diately set his .seal to what was spoken; and
several believed, and therefore declared that God was
merciful also to their unrighteousness, and had for-
given all their sins.” *

In this manner John Nelson was employed as a
teacher of Christianity at this early period. He
afterwards extended his labours, by preaching during
his dinner hour, and in the week-day evenings, as
well as on the Sabbath, in the surrounding towns -
and villages, till the magistrates interfered, and sent
him into the army, where he maintained his integrity,
and nobly confessed his Lord. He was marched
through Leeds gnd York to Newcastle-upon-Tyne ;
and at all these places the people assembled -to gaze
upon the Methodist Preacher, now compelled for
Christ’s sake to wear a red coat, and a hat with a
towering feather. The officers sometimes treated
him vnt%: contumely ; but he met every insult with
the meekness of wisdom. Subsequently to his liber-
ation he was entirely devoted to the work of preach-
ing the Gospel; and died, as he had lived, a good
soldier of Jesus Christ, in the year 1774.

From Leeds, where he expired, his remains were
conveyed to Birstal for interment ; and such was the
respect which his sufferings, his pious zeal, and his
uprightness had produced, that the funeral procession,
on its arrival at Birstal, consisting of a solid mass
of human beings, extended mnearly half a mile.
William Shent, of Leeds, a Local Preacher, and a

¢ Works, vol i. pp. 371, 372.
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rsonal friend of the deceased; gave out amopriate

ymns as the people passed along, and Twards
preached a funeral sermon at the door of John's cot-
tago : the very place where he began his ministry,
and from which Mr. Wesley had often addressed will~
ing crowds.

John Nelson’s answers to cavillers, and the reproofs
which he promptly administered, were often most
effective. Two instances may be given in illustra-
tion. When he had been pressed for a soldier, and
was standing under a guard in the street at Leeds,
a jolly, well-dressed woman came to him, and, put-
ting her face close to his, said, “ Now, Nelson, where
is thy God? Thou saidst; at Shent's door, as thou
wast preaching, thou wast no more afraid of his
promise failin% than thou wast of droppini through
the heart of the earth.”” He answered, ¢ Look into
the seventh chapter of Micah, and read the eighth
and tenth verses.” The words of those verses are,
“ Rejoice mot against me, O mine enemy: when I
fall, I shall arise : when I sit in darkness, the Lord
shall be a light unto me. Then she that is mine
enemy shall see it, and shame shall cover her which
said unto me, Where is the Lord thy God 2"

‘When brought before one of the Aldermen of Not-
tingham, that guardian of the public peace said, “I
wonder you can’t stay in your own places. You
might be convinced by this time, that the mob of
Nottingham will never let you preach quietly in this
town.” John quickly responde({ “ 1 beg on, Sir ;
I did not know before now that this town was
governed by a mo ; for most such towns are governed
by magistrates.”” The Alderman scolded ; but his
blushes betrayed the emotion which John's gentle
and well-timed sarcasm had created. .
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From the time at which the preaching of Messrs.
Maxfield, Westell, Richards, and Nelson received
the sanction of the two Wesleys, other men of simi-
lar piety and gifts offered their services, and were
accepted ; so that, besides a large number of Local
Preachers who laboured only in their own respective
neighbourhoods, in the year 1765 the number of
those who were wholly devoted to the work of preach-
ing the Gospel, and were not episcopally or%mn' ed,
amounted to ninety-four; and at the time of Mr.
Wesley's death they amounted to three hundred,
including thirteen in the West Indies, and six in
Nova-Scotia and Newfoundland. To these must be
added the Ministers belonging to the powerful and
rapidly-increasing Connexion in the United States
of America.

Many of the Preachers, in common with the two
‘Wesleys by whom they were sanctioned and em-
ployed, endured severe and cruel persecutions, espe-
cially in the earlier periods of their ministry. Of this
several instances are upon record. Two only will
we mention in this place. Under the date of June,
11th, 1744, Mr. Wesley says in his Journal, “T left
Newecastle, and in the afternoon met John Nelson at
Durham, with Thomas Beard, another quiet and
peaceable man, who had lately been torn from his
trade, and wife, and children, and sent away as a
soldier, that is, banished from all that was near and
dear to him, and constrained to dwell among lions,
for no other crime, either committed or pretended,
than that of calling sinners to repentance. But his
soul was in nothing terrified by his adversaries. Yet
the body, after a while, sunk under its burden. He
was then lodged in the hospital, at Newcastle, where
he still praised God continually. His fever increas-
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ing, he was let blood. His arm festered, mortified,
and was cut off : two or three days after which God
signed his discharge, and called him up to his eter-
nal home.
¢ Servant of God, well done! Well hast thou fought

The better fight ; who single hast maintain’d,

Against revolted multitudes, the canse

Of God; in word mightier than they in arms.’”

Mr. Thomas Mitchell gives the following account :
~—“In the year 1751 1 was stationed in Lincoln-
shire. Ifound a serious people, and an open door ; but
there were many adversaries. This was far the most
trying year which I had ever known. But in every
temptation God made a way to escape, that I might
be able to bear it.

“On Sunday, August 7th, I came to Wrangle,
very early in the morning. I preached, as usual, at
five, About six two constables came at the head of
a large mob. They violently broke in upon the peo-
ple, seized upon me, pulled me down, and took me
to a public-house, where they kept me till four in

- the afternoon. Then one of the constables seemed

to relent, and said, ‘I will go to the Minister, and
inquire of him whether we may not now let the poor
man go.” When he came back, he said they were
not to let him go yet. So he took me out to the mob,
who presently hurried me away, and threw me into
a pool of standing water. It took me up to the
neck. Several times I strove to get out, but they
pitched me in again. They told me I must go
through it seven times. I did so; and then they
let me come out. When I had got upon dry ground,
a man stood ready with a pot full of white paint.
He painted me all over from head to foot; and then
they carried me into a public-house again. Here I
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was kept till they put five more of our friends into
the water. Then they came, and took me out again,
and carried me to a great pond, which was railed in
on every side, being ten or twelve feet deep. 1lere
four men took me by my legs and arms, and swung
me backward and forward. For a moment I felt
the flesh shrink; but it was quickly gone. I gave
myself up to the Lord, and was content his will
should be done. They swung me two or three times,
and then threw me as far as they could into the water.
The fall and the water soon took away my senses,
so that I felt nothing more. But some of them were
not willing to have me drowned. So they watched
till I came above water, and then, catching hold of
my clothes with a long pole, made shift to drag me
out.

“T lay senseless for some time. When I came to
myself, I saw only two men standing by me. One
of them helped me up, and desired me to go with
him. He brought me to a little house, where they
quickly put me to bed. But I had not lain long be-
fore the mob came again, pulled me out of bed, car-
ried me into the street, and swore they would take
away one of my limbs, if I would not promise to
come there no more. I told them, ‘I can promise
no such thing.” But the man that had hold of me
promised for me, and took me back into the house,
and put me to bed again.

“Some of the mob then went to the Minister again,
to know what they must do with me. He told them,
¢You must take him out of the parish.’ So they
came, and took me out of bed a second time. But
1 had no clothes to put on; my own being wet, and
also covered with paint. But they put an old coat
about me, took me about a mile, and set me upon a
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little hill. They then shouted three times, ‘God °
save the King, and the devil -take the Preacher!’

« Here they left me pennyless and friendless: for
no one durst come near me. And my strength was
nearly gone; so that I had much ado to walk or
even to stand. But from the beginning to the end
my mind was in perfect peace. I found no angeror
resentment, but could heartily pray for my persecu-
tors. But I knew not what to do, or where to go.
Indeed, one of our friends lived three or four miles
off. But I was so weak and ill, that it did not seem
possible for me to get so far. However, I trusted
in God, and set out; and at length I got to the
house. The family did every thing for me that was
in their power : they got me clothes, and whatever
else was needful. Iyrested four days with them, in
which time my strength was tolerably restored. Then
I went into the Circuit, where I met with more per-
secution. As I was preaching in a certain village
in the Fen, the mob came into the house, and broke’
through the congregation, in order to pull me down;
* but the good woman of the house took me into the
parlour, and stood in the door with a great kitchen-.
poker in her hand, and told the mob, the first man
that came near the door, she would knock him down.
As she was very big with child, and near the time of
her travail, this, with the sight of the great poker, kept
them off, so that they could not get at me. How-
ever, they stayed for some time, and then left the
house without doing much harm. After they were
gone, I gave an exhortation, went to prayer, and
then went to bed in peace. In the midst of this
Ppersecution, many were brought to the saving know-
ledge of God. And as the sufferings of Christ
abounded, so our consolations by Christ abounded

@
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also. As to the lions at Wrangle, an appeal to the
Court of King's Bench made both them and the
Minister quiet as lambs.” *

Some of Mr. Wesley's early Preachers were men
of strong intellect, and attained to considerable emi-
nence in sacred scholarship. Thomas Olivers, origi-
nally a shoemaker, and a young man of profligate
habits, became not only an excellent Christian, but
an able and powerful Preacher. He wrote several
polemical tracts, which reflect great credit upon his
theological attainments, and his ability as a reasoner.
The fine hymn, beginning,

“ The God of Abraham praise,”

was his composition; and also the beautiful and
appropriate tune which is set to the hymn,

¢ Lo, He comes, with clouds descending,”

in Mr. Wesley's “Sacred Harmony.” Thomas
Walsh Mr. Wesley declares to have been the best
biblical scholar with whom he was ever acquainted.
Though he died at the early age of twenty-eight, yet,
says Mr. Wesley, “if he was questioned concerning
any Hebrew word in the Old, or any Greek word in
the New, Testament, he would tell, after a little
pause, not only how often the one or the other oc-
curred in the Bible, but also what it meant in every
place. Such a master of biblic knowledge I never
saw before, and never expect to see again.” + Others
of them were well acquainted with the English
Scriptures, with Christian theology, and especially
with the nature of personal religion; and that they

® Lives of Early Methodist Preachers, vol. i. pp. 74—77.
t Works, vol. vil. p. 54.
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were able and effective Preachers, is attested by the
fruit of their labours in every part of the land.

INSTITUTION OF AN ITINERANT MINISTRY.

‘WueN the Wesleys began to preach the doctrine
of salvation by faith, they did not confine their mi-
nistrations to any particular town, mugh less to any
one congregation. From London Mr. John Wesley,
as we have already seen, extended his labours to
Bristol, Kingswood, and Bath; and, in the course
of a very few years, he visited the most populous
towns and districts in England ; especially Newcas-
tIe-ufon—Tyne, Nottingham, and the most thickly-
peopled parts of Yorkshire, Staffordshire, and Corn-
wall. His brother Charles breathed the same spirit
of holy zeal and enterprise, and followed in the same
path of shame and glory with equal boldness and
fidelity. Personal ease and honour they appear never
to have thought of. Life itself was Wlti them of
no account, except as it was employed in bringin
souls to Christ. The want of what others woulcgl
have deemed suitable places to preach in, was to
them no difficulty. When the churches were closed
against them, they were ready to deliver their evan-
gelical message 1n a private house, in a bamn, in a
public road, 1 the market-place, in a field ; as our
blessed Lord preached on a mountain, upon a plain,
and in the fishing-boat of Simon Peter. Preaching
two or three times a day, and travelling with great
rapidity, their voices were soon heard in the length
and breadth of the land. The neglected populace
of London, the Papists of Ireland, the miners of
Cornwall, the colliers of Kingswood, of Stafford-.
shire, and of the north, with the keelmen of the
Tyne, engaged the especial 2:;ympatlly and shared the

@
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labours of these apostolic men. After a few years,
Charles becamé a family-man, and confined his mi-
nistry chiefly to London and Bristol. dJobn's iti-
nerancy continued, without abatement, to the end of
his lprotracted life. )

" 'The ministry which was assigned to their fellow-
labourers was of a somewhat similar kind. Every
one of them was required to be a Travelling
Preacher.” The country was divided into Circuits,
to each of which two or three regular Itinerants
were generally appointed. Some of the Circuits
were, at first, very extensive, embracing a whole
county, and in some cases a considerably larger
space ; but they became more contracted as the work
spread, and the preaching-places and societies were
multiplied.  Still, however, the Preachers were re-
quired to visit in rotation the several towns, villages,
and hamlets which were committed to their care,
usually preaching every evening at least, during the
week, teaching also from house to house, visiting the
sick, mecting the societies, and every where main-
taining the discipline to which the whole body was
pledged. From these stations the Preachers were
liable to be removed every year; and they seldom
remained in any of them more than two years in
succession. The same order is observed to this day.
Thus the various talents of the Preachers were
brought to bear upon the different congregations, the
peculiar tastes of all were gratified, and the interest
of novelty was rendered subservient to the cause of
religion. Careless persons, who would not hear a
Preacher with whose name they were familiar, would
often attend the ministry of a stranger; and many,

in this manner, were converted from the error of
their way,
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THE ERECTION OF SEPARATE PLACES OF
: WORSHIP.

It has been sometimes intimated, that the erec-
tion of separate places of worship by the two Wes-
" leys, as well as field-preaching, was occasioned solely
by their exclusion from the churches of the Establish-
ment. Baut this is not a correct view of the subject.
They had no right to the general occupancy of the
churches; and to several of them they were admit-
ted to the end of their lives, both as a matter of
courtesy, and with reference to the spiritual benefit
of the people. But had all the churches of the land
been open to them, the means which they felt it
their duty to adopt for the revival and extension of
scriptural Christianity, would have rendered other
places of worship indispensably necessary. The pul-
pits of the national (ghurch could not be occupied
by the Preachers, Travelling and Local, whose mi-
nistrations the brothers deemed it incumbent upon
them to sanction. Accommodation also was wanting
for the meetings of societies and classes; for love-
feasts, watch-night services, and prayer-meetings;
as well as for week-night preaching, and preaching
at five o'clock in the morning; all of which they
considered necessary in order to the accomplish-
ment of their design.

The first chapel that the Wesleys themselves
erected was in Bristol ; but the first that they opened
for divine worship was in London. The history of
this place is not a little curious. The chapel was a
large unsightly brick building, near the present site .
of Finsbury-square, and was known by the name of
the Foundery. It had been in the occupation of
Government, and used for the purpose of casting
brass cannon. Its nearness to London rendered it

¢ 3
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inconvenient, in consequence of the crowds of peo-
ple that assembled to witness the process; and a
serious accident having occurred, by which some
Tives were lost, and several persons tly injured,
the business was transferred to Woolwich ; and the
premises were leased to Mr. Wesley, who fitted up
the principal building as a place of worship. The
form am{p character of the erection were changed,
but the name was retained. This chapel was a Sort
of cathedral in Methodism till the year 1777, when it
was superseded by the very commodious and ele-
gant chapel in the City-road, which for many years
was not unfrequently called the New Foundery.
Behind the Old Foundery was Mr. Wesley's dwell-
ing-house, the entry to which was through the ial-
lery of the chapel. Here Mr. Wesley resided when
he was in London, and here his venerated mother
died in the Lord. At one end of the Foundery was
a building of one story, which was occupied as a
day-school; in another spacious room was a large
electrifying machine, which was used on two days
every week in the case of the afflicted people who
resorted thither for relief; and in another the pub-
lications of the two brothers, in prose and .verse,
were kept on sale. At the top of the Foundery
was a small bell, which was rung as the signal of
the preaching at five o’clock in the morning, and of
other religious services. This part of London was
then open, and unfurpished with lamps; and the
Methodist people, men and women, were regularly
seen, at that early hour, during the winter season,
selecting their steps by the help of a small lantern,
and wending their way to the house of prayer,
drawn by the well-known sound, and anticipating
those lessons of evangelical jnstruction which their
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" wenerated teachers were accustomed to deliver. Mr, |
Wesley had often preached his morning sermon,
performed his early devotions with his people, and
was on his way to distant places in ‘the country,
before other people had shaken off their slumbers,
a}nll f}vere prepared to apply themselves to the duties
of life.

The opening of the Foundery in London, and of the
“Room " in Bristol, was soon followed by the erection
of the Orphan-house in Newecastle ; and then by cha-
pels of various dimensions in Leeds, Manchester, Li-
verpool, York, Hull, Birmingham, and other populous
towns. In these buildings of primitive Metho«fism, ele-
gance of architecture was little studied. They were
‘Plain and substantial, intended for use, and not for
ornament. The most remarkable circumstance con-
nected with them was, the amplitude of their accom-
modation for the poor. The pulpits also were large,
and contained a bench of considerable length for the
<use of the Preachers who might be expected succes-
sively to address the congregations at the quarterly
watch-nights, and other similar services. The
preaching in these sanctuaries was plain, pointed,
searching, and powerful. The singing was lively;
the body of the people generally joined in it; and
not a few persons in different places were drawn by
its sweetness and power to an attendance upon the
ministry of the word. The tunes were mostly simple
melodies, composed by the old masters, and selected
by Mr. Wesley, who published various books of
sacred music; and they were sung, if not always
according to the rules of art, yet with the spirit and
the understanding. The men and women sat apart in
the congregation : a practice which Mr. Wesley derived
from the Moravians, but which, even in his time,
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was found to be inconvenient. It was ultimately
abandoned. In these assemblies, which were often
annoyed by mischievous and riotous people, multi-
tudes of ungodly persons were awakened, converted,
regenerated, sanctified, and built up in faith and love.

THE PUBLICATION OF BOOKS,

ONE of the most important and successful means
adopted by the two Wesleys for promoting the in-
terests of religion, was the publication, in a cheap
and popular form, of a large'number of interesting
and instructive books. Before ke went to Georgia,
Mr. John Wesley, as we have seen, published a
single Sermon, besides a revised edition of Kempis's
¢ Christian’s Pattern ; ” but it was not till after he
had returned to England, and obtained the salvation
of the Gospel through faith in the Lord Jesus, that
he was really aware of the power of the press, and
began to use it to the full extent of his ability. He
then entered upon a course of literary labour of the
most gigantic kind, in connexion with his incessant
travel%i‘ng, preaching, epistolary correspondence, and
the pastoral care of his spiritual children in all parts
of the kingdom. At an early period of his public
labours, he sent forth three volumes of Sermons,
explaining, with unrivalled simplicity and strength,
the leading doctrines upon which he had been accus-
tomed to preach ; and his “ Appeals to men of Rea-
son and Religion,” defending those irregular proceed-
ings into which he had been led, and demonstrating
their necessity. Upon the back of this most power-
ful and impressive volume, Dr. Doddridge wrote the
significant exclamation, “ How forcible are right
words !” These works were attended by an almost
incredible number of tracts and pamphlets, original
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and selected ; some of them intended for gratuitous
distribution, and all admirably fitted to turn men
from sin, and to build them up in holiness.

He published a considerable number of controver-
sial works, in answer to the objections which Dr.
Church and others urged against his proceedings
and theological views, and in defence of his ministry
and .character against thereasonings and bitter sar-
casms of Bishops Lavington and Warburton ; but it
was in practical divinity that he took the greatest
delight. That the writings of our elder Divines,
Puritan and Conformist, might be rendered available
to general edification, he published selections from
them in fifty volumes, under the title of ¢ A Chris-
tian Library,” presenting a beautiful and agreeable
variety of style and manner, and of biographical,
didactic, and practical compositions. After a lapse
of several years this invaluable compilation was suc,
ceeded by a monthly Magazine ; consisting of arti-
cles partly original, and partly selected; and con-
taining at once “milk ” for such as were “babes” in
understanding and knowledge, and *“strong meat”
for those that were of riper intellectual age.

To him it was a matter of solid gratification that
his ministry, and that of his * fellow-helpers to the
truth,” roused many a dormant mind to reflection
and inquiry; and as it was his anxious wish to
raise up an intelligent as well as a holy people, he

ublished concise Grammars of the English, French,

atin, Greek, and Hebrew languages; with an
epitome of the Roman History, and a Compen-
dium of Logic. To these he added an abridged
History of England, and another of the Christian
Church, in four volumes each ; besides a Compen-
- dium of Natural Philosophy, in five volumes, that
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Kgasants and persons of neglected education might
ve the means of acquiring useful knowledge at the
smallest possible expense of time and money. In
providing cheap literature, he anticipated the move-
ments of more modern times by many years ; and in
this kind of service he laboured almost alone for
nearly half a century. Moral and sacred poetry he
strongly recommended, and published selections of
this kind in three volumes; and portable editions of
Milton and Young, with notes explaining the diffi-
cult passl;ges, and directing attention to the finest

Desirous of promoting in all his societies the study
of the holy Scriptures, as the source and standard of
divine truth, he published, in a quarto volume, an
amended translation of the New Testament with
Explanatory Notes, remarkable for their spirituality,
terseness, and point. A similar work, but less origi-
nal in its character, he published on the Old Testa-
ment in three quarto volumes. 'We hazard nothing
in saying, that no man ever lived who placed a

er mass of evangelical and useful literature within
the reach of the common people. The works which
he published were not merely harmless, but bene-
ficial ; calculated and intended to make men wise
and holé.

Mr. Charles Wesley was an elegant scholar, and
ossessed a fine classical taste ; but as a literary man
e ed in a kind of service very different from

that which occupied the more versatile genius of his
brother. Prose composition he almost entirely neg- .
lected ; except that he wrote two sermons for the
press,—one on, ‘ Awake, thou that sleepest,” and
the other on Earthquakes,—and for many years kept
a daily record of passing occurrences. Above almost
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all men that ever lived, he was the child of feeling ;
and from the time of his conversion, till his fires
were quenched in death, he thought and breathed in
sacred verse. His was not “made poetry,” but
“ poetry that made itself.” It flowed from the depth
of his heart in a perennial stream, as clear as it was
full and strong. He supplied the Methodists with .
hymns suited to every occasion, and on all possible
subjects connected with their spiritual concerns ; and
that with an energy, a purity, and a copiousness of
diction, and with a richness of evangelical sentiment,
of which the Christian church had perhaps never
before seen an equal example. There is scarcely a
feeling of the heart in the entire process of salvation,
from the first dawn of light upon the understanding,
and the incipient sorrows of penitence, to the joys of
pardon, the entire sanctification of the soul, and its
triumphant entrance into paradise, which he has not
expressed in genuine poetry. All that he and his
brother taught from the pulpit, of the evil of sin, the
glory of Christ, the efficacy of the atonement, the
power and grace of the Holy Spirit, “ the good fight
of faith,” the peace and joy of believing, and the
ecstatic anticipations of hope, he enabled the people
to sing in strains worthy of the brightest days of the
primitive church, when she had received the pen-
tecostal baptism of fire. Never were people so
favoured with respect to the substance of their psalm-
ody as the Wesleyan Connexion has always been.

To some persons it may perhaps appear incredible,
but it is, nevertheless, a. fact, that, insependently of
his own original works, which occupy fourteen large
octavo volumes, Mr. John Wesley abridged, revised,
and printed no fewer than one hundred and seven-
teen distinct publications, reckoning his Christian
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Library, his Histories, and his Philosophy, as only
one each; aud that the brothers, separately and
unitedly, published forty-seven poetical tracts and
volumes, most of which were the compositions of
Mr. Charles Wesley, and adapted to the use of pub-
lic, domestic, and private devotion; besides a large
number of psalms which were inserted in the “ Ar-
minian Magazine.” Apparently without design,
Mr. Charles Wesley has anticipated every want of
the Connexion, so far as devotional poetry is con-
cerned. Notwithstanding the difference between his
times and the present, there is not a religious ser-
vice, whether relating to Missions, the Christian sa-
craments, or the ordination of Ministers, for which
he has not most appropriately provided.

Mr. Charles Wesley was critically acquainted with
the holy Scriptures, and had a profound knowledge
of theology, as must appear to every attentive reader
of his poetry. To a great extent, it forms a beauti-
ful commentary on the Bible.

THE ADOPTION OF A SIMPLE AND IMPRESSIVE
MODE OF PREACHING.

WaEN Messrs. John and Charles Wesley, having
found what they had long sought,—the peace and
holiness which are consequent upon the true Chris-
tian faith,—began to exert themselves to effect a
revival of religion in the nation, they employed a
mode of preaching adapted to this end. They laid
aside the practice of reading their sermons, and ad-
dressed the people from the fulness of their hearts;
yet without the slightest approach to rhapsody.
The subjects of their ministry were, at first, compa-
ratively few, but immensely important. True reli-
gion, they strenuously maintained, dees not consist
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in right opinions, nor in correct morals, nor in harm-
lessness of conduct, nor in attendance upon Chris-
tian ordinances, necessary as these things are in
their several places ; but it is the life of God in the
soul of man; a conformity to the divine image ; the
love of God and of all mankind for his sake, con-
stantly expressing itself in acts of piety, benevolence,
and righteousness. They contended, that of this all
mankind are naturally destitute; and that they can
attain it in no other way than by believing in Christ.
Love to God, which they described as the root and
rinciple of all holiness, they declared to be a grate-
}:ﬂ affection, arising, under the influence of the Holy
Spirit, from an assurance of God’s love to us; so
that justification, and the inward witness of our
adoption, precede sanctification, though they are in-
separably connected with it. This happiness and
purity they declared to be attainable by all men, and
attainable now ; and hence they offered to the most
unworthy of mankind, as the free gift of God, a
present salvation from the guilt, the power, and the
misery of sin. All believers they exhorted to go on
unto perfection ; assuring them, upon the testimony
of holy Scripture, that they might be saved in this
life from all inward as well as all outward sin; and
love God with all their heart, and mind, and soul,
and strength. The necessity of a holy life, as the
‘fruit of faith, and as emanating from the principle
- of divine love, they enforced with unceasing earnest-
ness, and with a constant reference to the strict
account which every one must soon render to the
Judge of quick and dead. The offices of Christ, and
the work of the Holy Spirit, in their direct con-
nexion with the present and everlasting salvation of"
mankind, formed the prominent, subjects of their
H
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ministrations. In Christianity they found a perfect
remedy for all the miseries of our fallen world ; and
hence they preached under a plenary conviction of
the absolute truth of the doctrine which they incul-
cated, and felt it to be worthy of all acceptation.
In these respects, their fellow-labourers were like-
minded with them. They described the new birth
as consisting in an entire change of heart from sin to
holiness ; and with peculiar earnestness they de-
clared it to be absolutely and universally necessary
in order to final salvation. On this vital subject
their ministry was marked by an especial solemnity
and force.

The principles by which Mr. Wesley was guided
in the formation of his theological views, and the
manner in which he endeavoured to teach mankind,
he has distinctly stated in the incomparable preface
to his sermons, which he first published in the year
1746.

“To candid, reasonable men,” says he, “I am not
afraid to lay open what have been the inmost
thoughts of my heart. I have thought, I am a crea-
ture of a day, passing through life as an arrow
through the air. I am a spirit, come from God;:
and returning to God ; just ioverin over the great -
gulf, till a few moments hence I am no more
seen ; I drop into an unchangeable eternity. I want
to know one thing, the way to heaven, how to
land safé on that happy shore. God himself has
condescended to teach the way: for this very end
he came down from heaven. He hath written it
down in a book. O give me that book! At any
price, give me the book of God! I have it. Here
18 knowledge enough for me. Let me be a man of
one book. Here then I am, far from the busy ways
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of men. I sit down alone. Only God is here. In
his presence I open, I read his book ; for this end, to
find the way to heaven. Is there a doubt concern-
ing the meaning of what I read? Does any thing
appear dark or ntricate ? I lift up my heart to the
Father of lights, ¢ Lord, is it not thy word, If any
man lack wisdom, let him ask of God? Thou
ivest liberally, and u braidest not. Thou hast said,
f any be willing to do thy will, he shall know. I
I am willing to do, let me know thy will’ I then
search after, and consider, parallel passages of Scrip-
ture, comparing spiritual things with spiritual. I
editate thereon with all the attention and earnest-
ness of which my mind is capable. If any doubt
stil} remain, I consult those who are experienced in
the things of God; and then the writings whereby
being dead they yet speak. And what I thus learn,
that I teach.”
With respect to the right menner of preaching,
he thus speaks in his notes on our Lord’s Sermon
upon the Mount: “Through this whole discourse
we cannot but observe the most exact method which
can possibly be conceived. Every paragraph, every
sentence, is closely connected with that which pre-
cedes, and that wl{ich follows it. And is not this
the pattern to every Christian Preacher? If any,
then, are able to follow it without any premedita-
tion, well ; if not, let them not dare to preach with-
out it. No rhapsody, no incoherency, whether the
things spoken be true or false, comes from the Spirit
of Christ.” ‘
- The Weslegs preached and exhorted, that they
might make the most unlettered of their hearers un-
derstand the true nature of Christianity, and induce
them to work out their salvation with fear and trem-.
n 2
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bling ; and they felt that unless they succeeded in
this, they only spent their stre for nought.
They engaged in the daties of the ministry under
a deep sense of their responsibility both to God and
man, and left all self-display and artificial modes of
address to the vain men who seek their reward in
popular admiration.

r. John Wesley’s severe labours excited the
kind sympathy of one of the Irish Prelates, who
ordained Mr. Thomas Maxfield, the first of the Lay-
Preachers, Priest; saying, at the same time, “Mr.
Maxfield, I ordain you to assist that good man, (Mr.
Wesley,) that he may not work himself to death.” *

CHAPTER 1V.

THE REVIVAL AND SPREAD OF RELIGION THROUGH
THE LABOURS OF THE TWO WESLEYS, AND OF
THEIR CO-ADJUTORS.

AMoNG other significant directions which Mr.
Wesley gave to his Preachers was this :—*“ Go al-
ways, not only to those who want you, but to those
who want you most.” He adopted the same princi-
ple as the rule of his own proceedings; and hence
he went, not to those places where he was likely to
meet with a kind reception, but where the people
were the most ignorant, wicked, and neglecteg. n
those times the criminal law of England was terribly
sanguinary. Executions were numerous and fre-
quent ; and to the end of their lives the brothers
were in the habit of visiting convicts under sentence

¢ Wesley’s Works, vol. iii. p. 131.
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of death, and of affectionately pointing them to the
throne of the divine mercy, from which no penitent
and believing suppliant was ever sent empty away.

They felt that Christ’s atonement met all the neces-

sities of the most guilty and abject of mankind.
‘With the same feeling they visited, in the first in-
stance, the most wretched of the uninstructed
masses in the mining and manufacturing districts,
and then the more scattered population in other parts
of the land. It often happened that their clerical
garb failed entirely to secure for them the slightest re-
spect, and their lives were in the greatest jeopardy.
In not a few instances the Clergy, forgetting what
was becoming in the character which they sustained,
were directly concerned in exciting the hostility of
mobs against them, particularly in Staffordshire ;
and at Epworth, the Clergyman, in a state of drunk-
enness assaulted Mr. Wesley before a thousand peo-
ple assembled together in the church, and drove him
away from the Lord’s table, because he preached
in the fields. Yet the brothers, with -admirable
calmness and fidelity, pursued their course of duty
“through good report, and through evil report ;*
and lived to see nearly the whole land, including the
Isle of Man, and the Norman Islands, divided into
Circuits, and regularly occupied by their zealous,
intrepid, and self-denying fellow-labourers. Numer-
ous societies were also formed, the members of which
submitting to a system of godly discipline and order,
were every where seen “walking in the fear of the
Lord, and in the comfort of the Holy Ghost.”
Perhaps the most distingnished and honourable
convert of whom the devoted brothers could boast
was their venerable mother; a woman of great per-
sonal beauty, of high moral worth, and of a very
"3
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strong and cultivated mind. On the third of Sep-
tember 1739, Mr. John Wesley says, * I talked
largely with my mother, who told me that, till a
short time since, she had scarce heard such a thing
mentioned, as the having forgiveness of sins now,
or God’s Spirit bearing witness with our spirit:
much less ¢fid she imagine that this was the com-
mon privilege of al true believers. ¢Therefore,”
said she, ‘I never dusst ask for it myself. But two
or three weeks ago, while my son Hall was pronounc-
ing those words, in delivering the cup to me, The
blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which was shed for
thee, the words struck through my heart, and I knew
God for Christ’s sake had forgiven me all my sins.’
“T asked whether her father (Dr. Annesley) had
not the same faith ; and whether she had not heard
him preach it to others. She answered, he had it
himself ; and declared a little before his death, that
for more than forty years he had no darkness, no
fear, no doubt at aliy, of his being accepted in the
Beloved ; but that, nevertheless, she did not remem-
ber to have heard him preach, no, not once, expli-
citly upon it. Whence she supposed he also looked
upon 1t as the peculiar blessing of a few; not as
promised to all the people of S
A few days after tixs conversation she accompanied
her son John to Kennington, and heard him preach
in the open air, to nearly twenty thousand people.
About three t{m afterwards, she died in the faith
and hope of the Gospel ; baving “no doubt, or fear,
nor any desire but (as soon as God should call) to
depart and to be with Christ.” On the day of her
death, says Mr. John Wesley, “I went to my mo-
ther, and found her change was near. I sat down
® Works, vol. i- pp. 222, 223. -
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on the bed-side. She was in her last conflict, un-
able to speak, but, I believe quite sensible. Her
Jook was calm and serene, and her eyes fixed up-
ward, while we commended her soul to God. From
three to four the silver cord was loosing, and the
wheel breaking at the cistern; and then, without
any struggle, or sigh, or groan, the soul was set at
liberty. We stood round the bed, and fulfilled her
last request, uttered a little before she lost her speech,
¢ Children, as soon as I am released, sing a psalm
of praise to God."”

Having given an account of her funeral, he adds,
“ We set up a plain stone at the head of her grave,
inscribed with the following words :—¢ Here lies the
bady of Mrs. Susanna Wesley, the youngest and
last surviving daughter of Dr. Samuel Annesley.

¢ IN sure and certain hope to rise,
And claim her mansion in the skies,
A Christian here her flesh laid down,
The cross exchanging for & crown.

¢ True daughter of affliction, she,
Inured to pain and misery,
Mourn’d a long night of griefs and fears,
A legal night of seventy years.
¢ The Father then reveal’d his Son,
Him in the broken bread raade known :

She knew and felt her sins forgiven,
And found the earnest of her heaven.

¢ Meet for the fellowship above,
She heard the call, Arise, my love!
I come, her dying looks replied,
And lamblike as her Lord she died.’ ”

By some writers these lines have been severely
criticised, as not doing justice to the high intellectual
character of this very excellent woman; and by
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others they have been praised for their poetic beauty.
The most obvious circumstance connected with them
is, that they present a correct and striking picture
of the minds of the two brothers, by whom they
were used. These men of taste and of cultivated
understanding knew her high mental character bet-
ter than any of her modern admirers; for she had
been the best earthly ¢guide of their youth;” but
they knew that, through life, with all her sincerity,
she had fallen short of the full Christian salvation,
not having even dared to ask of God the direct
and abiding witness of her adoption. That she had
at last obtained this pearl of great price, and with
her latest breath declared its reality and value, was to
them an occasion of holy gratitude and rejoicing.
Hagd their revered mother possessed the intellect of
Bacon or of Newton, their glorying on her account
would still have been, that Christ was formed in her
heart by faith ; and that she had borne a clear and
distinct witness to the truth of that neglected doc-
trine which it was the chief business of their lives
to promulgate. With St. Paul they resolved to
“ know nothing,” comparatively, not even intellect,
or literature, or philosophy, *but Christ' and him
crucified.” With respect to sentiment, Mrs. Wes-
ley’s epitaph is such a one as Ignatius or Polycarp
might have written. It is Christian all over.

In the early part of their itinerant ministry the
two Wesleys visited Wales, where they found Mr.
Howell Harris, an educated layman, successfully
engaged in the same service. His views of Chris-
tian theology were Calvinistic ; and hence he rather
laboured in connexion with Mr. Whitefield than with
them ; yet they were all of one heart, though not
of one judgment on every subject. They cultivated
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each other’s friendship, and for many years were the
" helpers of each other’s joy.

It was by the instrumentality of Howell Harris that
Mr. Marmaduke Gwynne, of Garth, in Wales, was
brought to the knowledge of the truth. His house
was for some years a home to the Wesleys, when
they visited the Principality ; and as he was a Magis-
trate, he was able to afford them protection against
mobs,” and persecuting individuals. The daughter
of Mr. Gwynne afterwards became the wife of Mr.
Charles Wesley, whom she survived many years.

The work which spread with rapidity at home also
broke out in the British army, then serving in Flan-
ders. John Haime, belonging to the Queen’s Regi-
ment of Dragoons, having been brought to the
knowledge of God in England, was stirred up to
preach to his companions in arms, many of whom
were grossly wicked. The consequence was, that
some hundreds of them were converted, and united
together in religious society. John often preached
from twenty to thirty times in a week, and was so
intent upon promoting the spiritual good of others as
sometimes to forget to take his necessary food. The
following extract from his Life will serve to show
something of his spirit, and that of his brethren :—
“On the 1st of May, 1745, we had a full trial of our
faith at Fontenoy. Some days before, one of our
brethren, standing at his tent-door, broke out into
raptures of joy, knowing his departure was at hand ;
and when he went into the field of battle declared,
¢1 am going to rest in the bosom of Jesus.” Indeed
this day God was pleased to prove our little flock,
and to show them his mighty power. They showed
such courage and boldness in the fight as made the
officers, as well as soldiers, amazed. When wounded,
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some cried out, ‘I am going to my Beloved.” Others,
¢ Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly.” And many that
were not wounded earnestly desired to be dissolved,
and to be with Christ. When William Clements
had his arm broken by a musket-ball, they would
have carried him out of the battle ; but he said,
¢No; I have an arm left to hold my sword : I will
not go yet” When a second shot broke his other
arm, he said, ¢ I am as happy as I can be out of para-
dise” John Evans, having both his legs taken off by
a cannon-ball, was laid across a cannon to die:
where, as long as he could speak, he was praising
God with joyful lips.

“For my own part, I stood the hottest fire of the
enemy for a bout seven hours. But I told my
comrades, ¢ The French have no ball made that will
kill me this day.” After about seven hours, a cannon-
ball killed my horse under me, An officer cried out
aloud, ¢ Haime, where is your God now ?* I answered,
¢ Sir, he is here with me; and he will bring me out
of this battle,” Presently, a cannon-ball took off his
head. My horse fell upon me, and some cried out,
¢ Haime is gone !’ But I replied,  He is not gone
yet I soon disengaged myself, and walked on,
praising God. I was exposed both to the enemy,
and to our own horse; but that did not discourage
me at all; for I knew the God of Jacob was with
me. I had a long way to go through all our horse ;
the balls flying on every side. And all the way lay
multitudes bleeding, groaning, or just dead. Surely
I was as in the fiery furnace; but it did not singe a
hair of my head. The hotter the battle grew, the
more strength was given me. I wasas full of joy
as I could contain. AsI was quitting the field I
met one of our brethren with a iittle dish in his
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hand, seeking water. I did not know him at first,
being covered with blood. He smiled, and said,
¢ Brother Haime, I have got a sore wound.” I asked,
¢Have you got Christ in your heart?” He said, ¢1
have; and I have had him all this day. I have seen
many good and glorious days, with much of God, but
I never saw more of it than this day. Glory be to
God for all his mercies!” Among the dead there was
great plenty of watches, and of gold and silver. One
asked, ¢ Will you not get something?’ I answered,
¢No: I have got Christ. I will have no plunder.’” *
Next to their own country, the sympathies of the
brothers were awakened in behalf of Ireland, where
Protestantism had fallen into a profound sleep, under
the shade of the civil power; and Popery, ever
watchful and active for the attainment of its own
worldly and selfish ends, was rapidly leading the
body of the population into superstition and sin.
After visiting the principal counties in Englland, Mr.
John Wesley went to Ireland, in the year 1747, as a
Preacher of righteousness, where he met at once
with formidable opposition, and encouraging success.
He was immediately followed by his brother, who
preached with equal zeal and power in several of the
most important towns, unmoved by the Romish
mobs, some of which seemed determined to shed his
blood. Some of his escapes were all but miraculous.
" After patient perseverance, their object was gained.
Preachers were stationed in several of the principal
_towns ; Circuits and societies were formed ; a stand-
ard was raised against the further encroachments
of anti-christian error; many thousands of nominal
Christians became the spiritual worshippers of God ;
and not a few of the deluded Romanists were not

® Lives of Early Methodist Preachers, vol. i. pp. 168, 1691
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only taught to distinguish between the religion of
Christ and the commandments of men, but believed
in the Lord Jesus to the saving of the soul.

Forseveral years Mr. Charles Wesley occasionally
visited Ireland, where his energetic ministry was
;’%nally owned of God in the conversion of men.

18 brother was accustomed to visit it to the end

-of his life. Sometimes they were rudely treated by
the papulace, who were anxious to resist all religious
and moral innovations, and perpetuate the existence
of Popery and crime. Once Mr. Charles Wesley, with
several of the Preachers, had the honour of bein,
presented by the grand Jury of Cork as a “man o?
1ll-fame, and a vagabond.” Yet these venerable men
found an ample reward in the good which was mani-
festly done through their instrumentality. An effi-
cient native ministry was raised up ; a distinct, though
not an independent, religious Connexion was formed ;
8o that the Irish Methodists had their own annual
Conference, became a distinguished part of the
Methodist body, and have had E:em gratification of pre-
senting to the Wesleyan itinerancy some of its most
able and useful Ministers. Among these may be
mentioned the revered names of Thomas Walsh,
William Myles, Walter Griffith, and Adam Clarke ;
to say nothing of several who are now alive, and are
serving their generation, by the will of God, both at
home and in the wide field of Missions.

Though the personal ministry of the Wesleys
was confined to the United Kingdom, their influ-
ence soon extended to distant nations. Philip Em-
bury, a Local Preacher from Ireland, having emi-
grated to America, settled in New-York, where he
began to preach the truth of God. In the year 1766,
he formed a society there, consisting doubtless of
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sons who had been converted through his labours.
ﬁey erected a chapel for their own accommodation,
and that others also might statedly hear the word of
life. About the same time, Captain Webb, an of-
ficer in the British army, and a zealous Preacher,
visited New-York and several other places, where
the people wondered to see a man in mili
uniform, and bearing a sword, occupying the pulpit,
and with great power and earnestness calling sinners
to repentance. Many were deeply impressed under
his word. Some time after Mr. Strawbridge, an-
other Local Preacher from Ireland, settled in Mary-
land, where he pursued the same course as that
which his brethren had adopted in New-York and
its neighbourhood. He preached to the people with
holy unction, formed a society, and, with the assist-
ance of its members and of other well-disposed
ns, built a log chapel for the public benefit.
lare vivas followed by Mr. Williams, who v15'1'agrlelled
ly through the country, spreading the Wesleyan
g lication:gwherever he went; and by Mr. John
ing, from England, who publicly enforced the
truth which he had received. The unpretending la~
bours of these devout men were crowned with suc-
cess. Several were convinced of sin, and brought
into Christian light and liberty ; and some of the
oung converts, constrained by the love of Christ,
{egnn to teach others the nature and blessedness of
true religion, and the way to attain it.
- In the year 1769 we find the following entry in
the Minutes of Conference :—*“ We have a pressing
call from our brethren at New-York, (who have
built a preaching-house,) to come over and hel
them. Who is willing to go? A. Richar
Boardman and Joseph Piinoor. Q. What can we
1
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do further in token of our brotherly love? A, Let
us now make a collection among ourselves. This
was immediately .done; and out of it fifty pounds
were allotted towards the payment of their debt,
and about twenty given to our brethren for their
passage.” This was in all probability the very first
collection ever made among the Methodists for a
directly Missionary purpose. It was raised in the
Conference, and amounted to the goodly sum of
seventy pounds, which was applied in the manner
here specified. It is worthy of remark, that in the
old chapel at Leeds the first Methodist Missionaries
received their appointment, and the first Missionary
collection was made ; and that, after a lapse of more
than forty years, the first Methodist Missionary
Meeting was held under the same roof.

Messrs. Boardman and Pilmoor, with those who
were in the field before them, went abroad in various
directions preaching the word. Yet they were not
able to meet the spiritual necessities of the people ;
8o that in the Minutes of 1771 it is said, ¢ Our bre-
thren in America call aloud for help. 'Who are will-
ing to go over'and help them? A. Five were willing.
The two ap%sinted were Francis Asbury and Richard
‘Wright.” ithin a few years they were followed by
George Shadford, Thomas Rankin, Martin Rodda,
and James Dempster ; some of whom returned to
England on the breaking out of the revolutionary
war. Mr. Asbury found an asylum in the house of
8 powerful and influential friend; and the native
Preachers pursued their evangelical labours with
zeal and perseverance, unappalled by either local op-
ﬂ)sition or poa:‘l'rar alarm. One of their number,

r. Freeborn ettson, a man of a fine spirit, and
of apostolic piety and zeal, says, *“ Amidst the clash
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of war, God, in a glorious manner, prospered his
work in awakening and converting thousands of
souls; so that in process of time the peninsula be-
came comparativelyas the garden of the Lord. There
was a blessed work among the African slaves; and
in no part of my labours have I had more delightful
seasons than I had in preaching to them.” Thus
“they went forth in the power of the Spirit, dis-
seminating divine truth, and suffering much perse-
cution, and many privations.” *

‘While this work was in progress in America, Dr.
Thomas Coke, a Clergyman of the Church of Eng-
land, and a member of the University of Oxford, after
holding for some time the curacy of South-Petherton,
connected himself with Mr. Wesley, to serve him as a
son in the Gospel. His union with the Methodist body
was most seasonable and advantageous. Under the
direction of Mr. Wesley, he took the superintend-
ence of the foreign work ; and for many years was
such an example of Missionary zeal and enterprise
as the Christian church has rarely seen. His ser-
vices in connexion with the Methodist Missions
were marked by an energy, disinterestedness, and
perseverance which can never be forgotten ; and in
importance and success they were second only to
those of the venerated man whom he owned as his
father in the Lord.

On the cessation of the American war, and the
acknowledgment of the independence of the United
States, Mr. Wesley gave to his societies there the
form and character of a Church, having in itself all
the ordinances of Christianity. For this proceeding
he was severely censured at the time; but the re-
sult has shown that he was guided by a sound dis-

* Wesleyan-Methodist Ma.gnzin2 e, vol. i. pp. 675, 676.
I
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cretion, and formed a just estimate of the religious
necessities of that country. The measure has al-
ready been attended with the most important spirit-
ual benefits to millions of people; and unborn
generations will doubtless derive from it the highest
advantages.

From the time at which this arrangement was
carried into practical effect, the work of God in
America prospered beyond all former example.
Every where there was a rapid increase of native
Preachers, who followed the scattered population
through immense districts of country, not forgetting
the African slaves; and outcasts, for whom no man
had previously cared, were gathered into the church
by thousands. “The wilderness and the solitary
pz;ce" were literally “glad for” these itinerant
evangelists; and the moral “desert rejoiced and
blossomed as the rose.,” « iving and the
voice of melody” were heard in the deep and lonely
forest ; and spiritual enjoyments, the effects of di-
vine truth, and of that “great grace” which was
upon them, every where cheered the people under

their privations and labour.

In no part of the world have the Wesleyan teach-
ing and discipline been of more signal benefit than
among the Negroes in the West-India islands, for-
merly a scene of the most cruel oppressions. Na-
thanael Gilbert, Esq., the Speaker of the House of
Assembly in Antigua, coming to land for the
recovery of his impaired health, was led to attend
the ministry of Mr. Wesley, which he found to be
the power of God to the salvation of his soul. Happy
in :ﬁ enjoyment of the divine favour, and full of
holy zeal, he returned to Antigua in the year 1760.

ess of popular opinion and prejudice, and
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feeling that the bond and free are all one in Christ,
he began to teach Christianity to the African slaves;
many of whom, by the blessing of God upon his in-
strumentality, were made the Lord’s free men.
Nearly two hundred persons were united together in
holy fellowship under his superintendence. These
were his joy and crown, while profane men, enemies
of religion, justice, and humanity, treated him with
bitter hostility, for thus attempting to raise the Negro
character, and arrest the progress of ungodliness and
crime. While thus usefully and honourably em- .
pltged, he was mysteriously called away by death ;
and the children of his pious exertions were left as
sheep without a shepherd.

Yet the little flock were not finally forsaken.
The dockyard at Antigua being in want of ship-
wrights, application was made to the Government at
home for some suitable persons to be sent thither
from England. Among the persons selected was
John Baxter, of the royal dock at Chatham, who
had been connected with the Methodist society about
twelve years, and had also for some time been
a Class-Leader and a Local Preacher. On his ar-
rival he collected the remains of the society which
had been formed by Mr. Gilbert ; and writing to
Mr. Wesley under the date of April 2d, 1778, he
says, “The work that God began by Mr. Gilbert is
still remaining. The black people have been kept
together by two black women, who have continued
praying and meeting with those who attended every
night. I preached to about thirty on Saturday night ;
on Sunday morning to about the same number;
and in the afternoon of the same day, to about four
or five hundred. The old members desire that I
would inform you, that you have many children in

13
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1 hope we shall

Anti h never saw.
igua, whom you ne Chrse

have an interest in your prayers, and that our
tian brethren will pray for us.” * . .

For about eight years this holy and indefatigable
man continued his labours before the arrival of Mis-
sionaries to assist him, During this period he worked
in the dock!ard during the day, and in the evenin
and on Sundays taught Christianity to the people ; an
with such success that about two thousand persons
were united together in religious society. Such an
example reminds us of St. Paul, who, when it was
necessary, laboured with his own hands, that he
might support himself, and those that were with him,
while at tﬁe same time he was “ making many rich”
in spiritual knowledge and biessings.

e manner in w%:ich Mr. Baxter obtained help,
and by means of which a permanent form was given
to the West India Mission, was equally providential
and unexpected. Dr. Coke had embarked in Sep-
tember, 1786, for Nova-Scotia, attended by three
Missionaries, Messrs. Warrener, Hammet, and
Clarke. Mr. Warrener was appointed to the West
Indies by Mr. Wesley; and it was designed that he
should sail thither f{om North America. It was
intended that the Doctor should fix the other two in
the most necessitous and promising stations which
might come under his notice. The voyage itself was
most afflicting and calamitous ; but its results were
happy beyond _expression. The vessel, during the
greater part of its attempt to reach the destined port,
was exposed to tempests which threatened not}l):i)ng
Jess th.an destruction ; and at different times scarcely
the slightest hope of preservation remained. The
ship, having arrived on the banks of Newfoundland,

® Drew’s Life of Dr. Coke, p. 166.
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was already more than half a wreck ; the company
on board were placed on a reduced allowance of
water ; and as there was no probability of landing
where they had intended, they resolved to alter their
course and endeavour to reach the West Indies.
Scarcely had they given a new direction to their
movements, than, to use the Doctor's own expres-
sion, it seemed as if angels blew the gale, and they
were carried directly to Antigua, where Mr. Baxter
was labouring alone, and the Lord Jesus had merci-
ful designs towards the neglected people. Here they
safely landed on the morning of Christmas-day ; and
on walking up the town of St. John, the Doctor met
Mr. Baxter on his way to the chapel, for the pur-

ge of conducting the worship of God, and of invit-
ing the attention of the people to the advent of the
Messiah. They were ungn own to each other, except
by reputation; but when their names were announced,
they embraced each other with a strength of affection,
and a feeling of joyous surprise, which can be more
readily conceived than expressed. On that memorable
day the Doctor twice occupied Mr. Baxter’s pulpit,
and also administered the Lord’s supper to the people.
During his stay in the West Indies, which continued
about six weeks, the Doctor was received with the
utmost cordiality. He was once invited to a public
dinner, at which the Duke of Clarence, afterwards
William the Fourth, was present ; and had the offer
of a salary of five hundred pounds per annum, if he
would remain in Antigua. But, like his revered
father in the Gospel, he was too intent upon the
spread of Christ’s religion in the world to confine his
Iabours to any one place. He visited several of the
islands, that ie’might know from actual inspection
the openings which they presented for Missionary
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labour; and having fixed Mr. Warrener at Antigua,
Mr. Clarke at St. Vincent’s, and Mr. Hammet at
St. Christopher’s, he sailed for the American conti-
nent. From this time the Wesleyan Mission in the
‘West Indies was carried on with increasing success.
It had obtained too deep a hold upon the heart of
Dr. Coke, to be ever either forgotten or neglected.
The Mission begun under these circumstances, has
been a means of salvation to many thousands of
redeemed men ; and, with the faithful co-operation
of other bodies of Christians, it has given freedom in
those beautiful colonies to nearly a million of human
beings, once the most oppressed and degraded of their
race. For it is not conceivable that West-India
slavery would at this day have been extinct, bad it
not been for the Christian training which many of
the Negroes received, and for the publicity which
the Christian Missions gave to their oppressions and
wrongs. A sceptic may perhaps doubt whether there
was anything peculiar in the successive storms which
drove Dr. Coke and his fellow-Missionaries so
widely out of their course; but the man who seri-
ously believes his Bible can scarcely forbear to say,
¢ This was the finger of God!” Little did Dr. Coke,
and the three devoted men who sailed with him,
imagine, during their perilous voyage, that they were
destined to lay the foundation of a work in the West
Indies, which, in the comparatively short period of
fifty years, should accomplish the extinction of
slavery. To teach the slaves contentment, and con-
duct them to a world where the voice of the oppress-
or is never heard, were the only objects for which
thglzheven dared to hope.

e anticipated mission to the British provinces
of North America was not forgotten, though it was not
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begun by the men whom Mr.Wesley and Dr.Coke had
intendedfor thatservice. In Nova-Scotia, Mr. Black,an
emigrant from England, having obtained the blessing
of personal acceptance with God through faith in our
Lord Jesus Christ, began to recommend to others what
he himself had found. He was soon after assisted and
encouraged in his work by a visit from Freeborn
Garrettson. A Mission was also commenced about the
same time in Newfoundland, by Mr. John M‘Geary ;
so that before Mr. Wesley went to his reward,
besides the Methodist Church in the United States,
nineteen Missionaries were employed under his direc-
tion in theWest Indies, and in British North America.

As he advanced in life, he contemplated the suc-
cess of this great work, both at home and abroad,
with increasing delight and gratituade. In the year
1777 he laidm(ie foundation of a new chapel in the
City-road, London, to be used instead of the Foun-
dery, which he and his fellow-labourers had occupied
from the beginning. On this occasion he preached
and published a sermon, in which he makes the fol--
lowing remarks :—¢ Methodism, so called, is the old
religion, the religion of the Bible, the religion of
the primitive Church, the religion of the Church of
England. This old religion is no other than love,
the love of God, and of all mankind ; the loving
God with all our heart, and soul, and strength, as
having first loved us,—as the fountain of all the good
we have received, and of all we ever hope to enjoy ;
and the loving every soul which God hath mm{e,
every man on earth, as our own soul. This love
is the great medicine of life; the never-failing
remedy for all the evils of a disordered world; for
all the miseries and vices of men. Wherever this
is, there are virtue and happiness going hand in



94 THE CENTENARY OF

hand ; there is humbleness of mind, gentleness, long-
suffering, the whole image of God; and, at the
same time, a peace that passeth all understanding, with
joy unspeakable and full of glory. This religion of
ove, and joy, and peace, has its seat in the inmost
soul ; but is ever showing itself by its fruits, con-
tinually springing up, not only in all innocence, (for
love worketh no 1ll to his neighbour,) but likewise
in every kind of beneficence, spreading virtue and
happiness all around it.

« Just at the time when we wanted little of filling
up the measure of our iniquities, two or three .
Clergymen of the Church of qEngland began vehe-
mently to call sinners to repentance. Many thou-
sands gathered together to hear them ; and in ever{
place where they came, many began to show suc
a concern for religion as they never had done before.
Many were in a short time deeply convinced of the
number and heinousness of their sins, of their evil
tempers, of their inability to help themselves, and of
the insignificancy of their outside religion. And
from this repentance sprung fruits meet for repent-
ance. The whole form of their life was changed.
They ceased to do evil, and learned to do well.
Neither was this all ; but, over and above this out-
ward change, they began to experience inward reli-
Eion. The love of God was shed abroad in their

earts, which they enjoy to this day. They love
him, because he first loved us; and this love con-
strains them to love all mankind, and inspires them
with 'every holy and heavenly temper, with the mind
which was in Christ. Hence it is that they are
now uniform in their behaviour, unblamable in all
manner of conversation; and in whatsoever state
they are, they have learned therewith to be content.
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Thus they calmly travel on through life, never re-
pining, or murmuring, or dissatisfied, till the hour
comes that they shall drop this covering of earth, and
return to the I‘{;ther of spirits.

«'This yevival of religion has spread to such a
degree as neither we nor our fathers had known.
How extensive has it been! There is scarce a
considerable town in the kingdom, where some have
not been made witnesses of it. It has spread to
every age and sex, to most orders and degrees of
men; and even to abundance of those who, in time
past, were accounted monsters of wickedness.

« Consider the swifiness as well as the extent of
it. In what age has such a number of sinners been
recovered, in so short a time, from the error of their
ways ! When has true religion, I will not say since
the Reformation, but since the time of Constantine
the Great, made so large a progress in any nation,
within so small a space? I believe, hardly can
ancient or modern history afford a parallel instance.

“We may likewise observe the deptk of the work so
extensively and swiftly wrought. Multitudes have
been throughly convinced of sin; and, shortly after, so
filled with joy and love, that, whether they were in the
body, or out of the body, they could hardly tell ; and
in the power of this love they have trampled under
foot whatever the world accounts either terrible or
desirable, having evidenced, in the seyerest trials, an
invariable and tender good-will to mankind, and all
the fruits of holiness. Now, so deep a repentance, so
strong a faith, so fervent a love, so unblemished holi-
ness, wrought in so many persons in so short a time,
the world has not seen for many ages.” *

As Mr. Wesley declined into the vale of years

* Works, vol. vii. pp. 423—427,



96 THE CENTENARY OF

the perpetuity of that system of doctrine and disci-
pline, which had been so signally owned of God in
the conversion and salvation of men, became a mat-
ter of anxious concern both to himself and his peo-
ple. The appointment of the Preachers to the
various chapels, and to the consequent pastoral
charge of the societies, presented the greatest diffi-
culty. It had been agreed that, after the death of
the two brothers, the power to station the Preachers
should be vested in the Conference; and hence
arose the inquiry, “ Who constitute the Conference ¢~
the men who had hitherto borne that name being
simply such Preachers as Mr. Wesley had personall

invited to meet him once a year, to aid him wit

their advice, as to the most effectual means of carry-
ing on the work of God. The Preachers felt the
importance of the case, and requested Mr. Wesley to
consider what could bé done in this emergency; so
that, in the event of his death, the Connexion might
not be dissolved. He took legal advice, and drew
up the “ Deed of Declaration,” constituting one hun-
dred Preachers by name, ‘“the Conference of the
people called Methodists ;” at the same time defining
their powers, and making provision for the filling up
of all vacancies occasioned by death, superannua-
tion, or expulsion. This D bhe caused to be en-
rolled in His Majesty’s High Court of Chancery, in
the year 1784. 1t created some uneasiness at the
time, particularly among the Preachers whose names
were omitted ; but that uneasiness soon passed away ;
and the Deed has unquestionably been the greatest
benefit of the kind ever conferred upon the Con-
nexion. From the time of Mr. Wesley's death, it
has been strictly acted upon by the Conference, and
has preserved tKe unity of the body, by securing to
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the congregations and societies that itinerant minis-
try, for the exercise of which every Methodist chapel
was originally built.

With respect to this document. Mr. Wesley says,
“ Without some authentic deed, fixing the meanin
of the term, the moment I died the Cgonference h
been nothing. Therefore an{“:)f the proprietors of
the land on which our preaching-houses were built,
might have seized them for their own use; and
there would have been none to hinder them ; for the
Conference would have-been nobody, a mere empty
name.

“You see, then, in all the pains I have taken
about this necessary deed, I have been labouring, not
for myself, (I bave no interest therein,) but for the
whole body of Methodists; in order to fix them
upon such a foundation as is likely to stand as long
as the sun and moon endure. That is, if they con-
tinue to walk by faith, and show forth their faith by
their works ; otherwise I pray God to root out the
memorial of them from the earth.” *

The maintenance of the Conference in the full
possession and exercise of the power with which he
invested it, Mr. Wesley believed to be the only
means of effectually preserving the unity and purity
of the body; and of this every one must be con-
vinced who duly considers the subject. The Con-
ference was not entrusted with those powers for its
own sake, as has sometimes been insinuated, but for
the benefit of the Connexion in all its departments.
It is the centre of union to the body, and can have
no interests separate from those of the societies. Its
government is strictly paternal.

® Works, vol. xiii, p. 217.
K
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CHAPTER V.

THE DEATH OF THE TWO WESLEYS, AND OF THEIR
PRINCIPAL CLERICAL FRIENDS.

Mr. WEesLEY was spared to a very advanced pe-
riod of life; so that he superintended the itinerant
ministry and the societies which he had formed, till
both had acquired an encouraging degree of stability.
He survived all the clerical friends with whom he
had been early connected in the work of God.
Among these was the Rev. James Hervey, Rector of
Weston-Favell, in Northamptonshire. He was a
member of the Methodist society in Oxford, being
a Commoner of Lincoln College when Mr. Wesley
was a Fellow. During his residence at the Univer-
sity he was under great obligations to Mr. Wesley,
who taught him Hebrew, and showed him other
marks of especial kindness ; which led him, on Mr.
Wesley’s departure to Georgia, to say, “ My father,
shall I call you, or my friend? for indeed you have
been both to me.”* He was a man of unquestion-
able piety, and very exemplary in the dis::ixarge of
ﬁlelﬁ-lcal uties in his parish. His writings, though
b"’ gured by an artificial and inflated style, have

;:en very useful, particularly in leading devout peo-
Ple to connect the love of nature and admiration of °
the works of God with evangelical sentiment. Hav-
g embraced the scheme of absolute predestination,

e was induced, towards the close of life, to write
against Mr. Wesley; but on his death-bed he

¢ Arminian Magazine, vol. i. p. 131.
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directed the unfinished manuscript to be destroyed.
It was, however, by Mr. Hervey’s brother, placed in
the hands of William Cudworth, a man of antino-
mian principles, who had separated from Mr. White-
field. By him it was understood to be largely in-
terpolated ; so that when it was published, it was
found to contain bitter and cruel sarcasms and re-
flections upon Mr. Wesley, which, there is reason to
believe, never emanated from the alleged author, who
was now no more. Mr. Wesley deeply felt this act
of injustice. In Mr. Hervey's name, he was charged
with such a want of common honesty, that even
Turks, Deists, and Atheists would disown him. He
defended himself in the spirit of Christian meekness,
and with his accustomed acumen, and force of argu-
ment. The following is his emphatic conclusion
“ And is this thy voice, my son David? Ts this thy
tender, loving, grateful spirit? No. The hand of
Joab is in all this! I acknowledge the hand, the heart
of* William Cudworth. I perceive it was not an
empty boast, (as I was at first inclined to think,) which
he uttered to Mr. Pearse, at Bury, before my friend
went to paradise,— Mr. Hervey has given me full
power to put out and put in what I please.’

“ But he, too, is gone hence ; and he knows now
whether I am an honest man or no. It cannot be
long, even in the course of nature, before I shall -
follow him.

¢ My race of glory ’s run, and race of shame ;
And T shall shortly be with them that rest.’

I could wish, till then, to be at peace with all men ;

but the will of the Lord be done! Peace or war,

ease or pain, life or death is good, so I may but ¢ fin-

ish my course with joy, and the ministry which I
K 2
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have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the Gos-
pel of the grace of God.”” * Mr. Hervey died on
Christm: y, 1758.

One of the most remarkable of Mr. Wesley's cle-
rical friends and fellow-labourers was Mr. Grimshaw,
of Haworth, in the West of Yorkshire; a man of
apostolic simplicity and zeal. For three years he
had continued under a distressing conviction of his

: g:ilt and danger, when one day, in the year 1742,
ing in the utmost agony of mind, there was clearly
reEresented to his believing view the Lord Jesus
Christ pleading with God the Father in his behalf,
and obtaining for him a free pardon. “I was now,”
says he, “willing to renounce myself, and to em-
brace Christ for my all in all. O what life and com-
fort did I enjoy in my own soul! and what a taste
of the pardoning love of God!” ’

After this “his lively manner of representing the
truths of God could not fail of being much talked of,
and bringing many hundreds out of curiosity to Hum-
worth church; who received so much benefit by
what they heard, that, when the novelty was long
over, the church continued to be full of people, many
of whom came from far, and this for twenty years
together.

“For fifteen years or upwards he used to preach
every week, fifteen, twenty, and sometimes thirty
times, besides visiting the sick, and other occasional
duties. In sixteen years he was only once suspended
from his labour by sickness; though he dared all
weathers upon the bleak mountains, and used his
-body with less compassion than & merciful man would
use his beast. His soul at various times enjoyed .
large manifestations of God’s love; and he ({mnk

* Wesley’s Works, vol. x. p. 346.
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deep into his Spirit.” * His salutary influence was
felt through an extensive tract of country; and his
memory is still affectionately cherished by thousands
of people, the descendants of those who were saved
through his instrumentality. He died in peace and
holy triumph on the 7th of April, 1762, in the fifty-
fifth year of his age, and the twenty-first of his emi-
nent usefulness. For some years he superintended
the Circuit in which his parish was included, and
most faithfully and affectionately co-operated with
the Methodist Preachers who were stationed in that
part of Yorkshire. .

The next of Mr. Wesley's clerical friends who
was called away was the Rev. George Whitefield,
who died in America, September 30, 1770, in the
midst of his extraordinary labours and usefulness.
He belonged to the original society of Methodists in
Oxford, and cherished from early life a permanent
affection for the Wesleys, as they also did for him.
They submitted together to the austere discipline
which Mr. Law recommended, knowing at that time
no other Gospel ; but afterwards, having obtained
more just and adequate views of Christianity, they
all began at the same time to preach the doctrine of
present salvation from sin by faith in the Lord Jesus.
It was in compliance with Mr. Whitefield's solicita-
tion, and by the force of his example, that they be-
came field Preachers in England. For a season
these men of God were as “a three-fold cord, which
is not easily broken,” labouring together with a Eer—
fect oneness of heart and mind, till Mr. Whitefield
began to preach the tenet of absolute predestination,
when a separation became unavoidable. The Wes-
leys would have continued in union with him, but

* Wesley’s Works, g)l. iii. pp. 84 —86.
K
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Mr. Whitefield's friends would hear of no accommo-
dation with men who “were in so dangerous errors.”*
Mr. Whitefield thought that his brethren the Wes-
leys, on their admission into the heavenly paradise,
would “blush ” to think that they had ever doubted
of God’s “electing love,” in the Calvinian sense ;
they thought that he would “blush” for having
doubted whether Christ died for the whole human
race ; and having in vain attempted to convince each
other, they mutually “agreed to differ.” From this
time Mr. Whitefield pursued an independent course,
while the brothers remained one in judgment and
effort. Yet on both sides a spirit of sincere respect
was cherished. They loved each other for the sake
of their common Lord ; and esteemed each other
highly for their work’s sake.

As an author, Mr. Whitefield never excelled.
His writings want depth, originality, and compres-
sion. He is diffuse and feeble. But as a Preacher,
he was perhaps never surpassed in the qualities
which are adapted to pr‘(‘)?t’xce effect upon mixed
multitudes. His voice, his action, his pleading im-
portunity were absolutely irresistible ; and the deep
emotions of the tens of thousands of people, who
hung upon his lips as he travelled through Great
Britain and America, attested the power of his elo-
quence. People of every character and grade were
affected by the mighty unction which attended his
ministry. Like the two Wesleys, he dwelt particu-
larly upon the first principles of revealed truth ; in-
sisting continually upon repentance towards God
and faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ, as indis-
pensably and universally necessary in order to justi-
fication, holiness, and admission into heaven. The

* Wesley’s Works, vol. viii. p. 349.



WESLEYAN METIIODISM. 103

one design of his ministry was to turn men from the
world and sin to Christ. Mr. Wesley preached the
funeral sermon of his friend, and bore willing testi-
mony to his holy zeal, perseverance, indefatigable
labours, and public usefulness. The difference of
their creeds could not so far influence the minds
of these great and good men as to induce a denial
of each other’s piety and uprightness.

- Mr. Whitefield's letter to Mr. Wesley, dated
December 3d, 1753, and written when Mr. Wesley
was supposed to be near death, is such an effusion of
Christian affection as must for ever endear his me-
mory to.good men.

: “ BristoL, December 3d, 1753.

“ REV. AND VERY DEAR SIR, :

“Ir seeing you so weak when leaving London
distressed me, the news and prospect of your ap-
roaching dissolution hath quite weighed me down.
pity myself and the church, but not you. A radi-
ant throne awaits you ; and ere long you will enter

into your Master's joy. Yonder he stands, with a

massy crown, ready to put it on your head, amidst

the admiring throng of saints and angels: but I,

poor I, that have been waiting for my dissolution

these nineteen years, must be left behind, to grovel
here below ! a'ell! this is my comfort : It cannot
be long ere the chariots will be sent even for worth-
less me. If prayers can detain you, even you, Rev.
and dear Sir, shall not leave us yet: but if the de-
cree is gone forth, that you must fall asleep in Jesus,
may he kiss your soul away, and give you to die in
the embraces of triumphant love! in the land
of the dying, I hope to pay my last respects to you
next week. If not, Rev. and dear Sir, F-a-r-e-w-e-1l.
My heart is too big, tears trickle down too fast, and
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you, I fear, too weak, for me to enlarge. Under-
neath you may there be Christ's everlasting arms !
T commend you to his never-failing mercy, and am,
Rev. and very dear Sir,
 Your most affectionate, sympathizing, and
afflicted younger brother in the Gospel
of our common Lord,
“G. WHITEFIELD.”

In the year 1785 Mr. Wesley lost two of the most
dear and.valued of all his earthly friends: the Rev.
Vincent Perronet, Vicar of Shoreham, in Kent; and
the Rev. John Fletcher, Vicar of Madeley. Soon -
after he had begun to preach the doctrine of salva-
tion by faith, his acquaintance with Mr. Perronet
commenced ; and their friendship was most intimate
and confidential. It isobservable, from Mr. Wesley’s
Journal, that whenever he was in perplexity and
trouble he almost invariably visited Shoreham, to
consult the venerable Vicar of that village; so that
Mr. Charles Wesley used to call this holy man, “the
Archbishop of the Methodists.” Two of his sons
became Travelling Preachers in Mr. Wesley’s Con-
nexion. :

On Saturday, May 7th, says Mr. Wesley, ¢ that
venerable saint, Mr. Perronet, desired his grand-
daughter, Miss Briggs, who attended him day and
night, to go out into the garden, and take a little air.
He was reading, and hearing her read, the three last
chapters of Isaiah. When she returned he was in a
kind of ecstasy; the tears running down his cheeks,
from a deep sense of the glorious things which were
shortly to come to pass. He continued unspeakably
h;ﬁpy that day, and on Sunday was, if possible, happier
still.  And indeed heaven seemed to be, as it were,



WESLEYAN METHODISM. 103

opened to all that were round about him." When
he was in bed, she went into his room, to see if any

ing was wanting ; and as she stood at the feet of
ttl‘::ged, he smiled, and broke out, ¢ God bless thee,
my dear child, and all that belong to thee! Yea, he
will bless thee!’ which he earnestly repeated many
times, till she left the room. When she went in the
next morning, Monday, the 9th, his spirit was return-
ed to God! :

“So ended the holy and bappy life of Mr. Vincent
Perronet, in the ninety-second year of his age. I
follow hard after him in years, being now in the
eighty-second year of my age. O that I may follow
him m holiness ; and that my last end may be like
his!” .

Mr. Fletcher was one of the holiest men that ever
lived. He was a native of Switzerland ; but having
come to England, he was made a partaker of the
Christian salvation through the instrumentality of the
Methodists, and to the last continued in intimate
connexion with them. He maintained an inviolable
attachment to Mr. Wesley, whose theological views
he defended with consummate ability, meekness, and
charity, in a long and arduous controversy, in which
his success was unquestionable. Next to Mr. Wes-
ley, he was the ablest advocate of the Methodist
tenets ; and no man ever adorned them by a purer
life, or a more burning, active love. His end fully
corresponded with his deep and fervent piety.
‘When laid on the bed of death, he told Mrs. Fletcher
that he had received such a manifestation of the full
meaning of those words, “ God is love,” as he could
never be able to tell. < It fills me,” said he, “ every
moment. O Polly, my dear Polly, God is love!

* Works, vol. iv. pp. 305, 306.
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Shout, shout aloud ! I want a gust of praise to go to
the ends of the earth!” The servant coming in, he
cried out, “ O Sally, God is love! Shout, both of you.
I want to hear you shout his praise !”

He had always delighted much in these lines,—

¢« Jesu’s blood, through earth and skies,
Mercy, free, boundless mercy! cries ; ”

and whenever Mrs. Fletcher repeated them, he would
answer, ‘“Boundless, boundless, boundless!” and
when articulation had become extremely difficult, he
exclaimed,
¢ Mercy’s full power I soon shall prove,
Loved with an everlasting love ! ”

1 was intimately acquainted with him,” says Mr.
‘Wesley, “ for above twenty years ; I conversed with
him morning, noon, and night, without the least
reserve, during a journey of many hundred miles;
and in all that time I never heard him speak one
improper word, nor saw him do an imiroper action.
Many exemplary men have I known, holy in heart
and life, within fourscore years; but one equal to
him I have not known,—one so inwardly and out-
wardly devoted to God. So unblamable a character *
in every respect I have mnot found either in Europe
or America; and I scarce expect to find another
such on this side of eternity.” *

Three years after the death of Mr. Fletcher, Mr.
John Wesley sustained the loss of his brother
Charles, to whom he had been united through life
by a strong and tender affection. They began their
religious career together at Oxford ; they endured
the same hardships and reproach in Georgia ; they

* Works, vol. vii. pp. 444, 445, 448,
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obtained the Christian salvation, through faith in
the Lord Jesus, within three days of each other, in
the year 1738: they had both travelled through
England and Ireland, calling sinners to repentance
in the open air, and meekly enduring every form of
calumny and danger; and they had embodied the
same evangelical doctrines in various imperishable
publications,—John in sterling prose, and les in
equally sterling verse.

Dr. Whitehead says, that “ Mr. Charles Wesley had
a weak body, and a poor state of health, during the
greatest part of his hife I believe he laid the foun-
dation of both at Oxford, by too close application to
study, and abstinence from food. He rode much on
horseback, which probably contributed to lengthen
out life to a good old age. I visited him several
times in his last sickness ; and his body was indeed
reduced to the most extreme state of weakmess. He
possessed that state of mind which he had always
been most pleased  to see in others,—unaffected
humility, and holy resignation to the will of God.
He had no transports of joy, but solid hope, and
unshaken confidence in Christ, which kept his mind

in perfect peace

From tl‘::a time of his conversion he had been
accustomed to think in verse ; and the habit remain-
ed with him till his spirit returned to God. A few
days before his death, having been silent for some
time, he called Mrs. Wesley to him, and requested
her to write at his dictation; when he feebly arti-
culated the following lines :—

¢ IN age and feebleness extreme,
‘Who shall a sinfal worm redeem ?
Jesus, my only hope thou art,
Strength of my failing flesh and heart ;
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O could I catch a smile from thee,
And drop into eternity ! »

He died on the 29th of March, 1788, aged seventy-
nine years, and at his own desire was buried in
Mary-le-bone churchyard. The pall was supportes-
by eight Clergymen. On his tombstone are the
following lines, written by himself on the death of
one of his friends :—

¢¢ WiTH poverty of spirit bless’d,
Rest, happy saint, in Jesus rest ;
A sinner saved, through grace forgiven,
Redeem’d from earth to reign in heaven !
Thy labours of unwearied love,
By thee forgot, are crown’d above ;
Crown’d, through the mercy of thy Lord,
‘With a free, full, immense reward !”

Mr. Charles Wesley could not have written the
sermons, appeals, and controversial tracts which
bear the name of John, nor could he have organized
the societies, and then preserved them and the h-
ers in Christian order for half a century; but for
many years his ministry was signally powerful and
efficient ; and his hymns are a richer bequest to the
Christian church in Great Britain and America than
language can express. In this respect never was
man more honoured of God. How often the Holy
S}airit will make these sacred compositions a means
of quickening the devotions of individual believers,
and of worshipping assemblies, will be known only
in the day of the Lord.

As a man, he possessed a truly noble and gene-
rous spirit. In his friendships he was cordial, firm,
and affectionate ; and was greatly beloved and ad- .
mired by those who were intimate with him. The
following hymn, which he appended to the first



WESLEYAN METHODISM. 109

edition of his brother'’s sermon on the ¢ Catholic
Spirit,” shows him to have been “a lover of good
men” in general, without distinction of sect ;—

CATHOLIC LOVE.

WEARY of all this wordy strife,

These notions, forms, and modes, sad names,
To thee, the Way, the Truth, the Life,

‘Whose love my simple heart inhme-,
Divinely taught, at last I fly,
With thee and thine to live and die.

Forth from the midst of Babel brought,
Parties and sects I cast behind,

Enlarged my heart, and free my thought,
‘Where'er the latent truth I find,

The latent truth with joy to own,

And bow to Jesu’s name alone.

" Redeem’d by thine almighty grace,
I taste my glorious liberty,
'With open arms the world embrace,
And cleave to those who cleave to thee ;
Baut only in thy saints delight,
‘Who walk with God in purest white.

One with the little flock I rest,
The Members sound who hold the Head ;
The chosen few with pardon blest,
And by the’ anointing Spirit led
‘Into the mind that was in thee,
- Into the depths of Deity.

My brethren, friends, and kinsmen, these,
Who do my heavenly Father’s will ;
Who aim at perfect holiness,
And all thy counsels to falfil ;
Athirst to be whate’er thou'art,
And love their God with all their heart.

From these, howe’er in flesh disjoin’d,
Where’er dispersed o’er earth abroad,
Unfeign’d, unbounded love I find,
And constant as the life of God :
L
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Fountain of life, from thence it sprung,
As pure, as even. and as strong.

Join'd to the hidden church unknown,
. In this sure bond of perfectness,
Obscurely safe 1 dwell alone,
And glory in the’ uniting grace,
To me, to each believer given,
To all thy saints in earth and heaven.
C.wW.

In the obituary of the Preachers, and in answer
to the question, “ Who have died this year?” his
brother says, “Mr. Charles Wesley, who, after
spending fourscore years with much sorrow and

ain, ' quietly retired to Abraham’s bosom. He
ind no disease; but after a gradual decay of some

months,

¢ The weary wheels of life stood still at last,’

“His least praise was his talent for poetry;
although Dr. Watts did not scruple to say, that © that
single poem, Wrestling Jacob, was worth all the
verses he himself had written.”” *

The time now drew near when Mr. John Wesley
himself must also die. To the last he pursued his
" plans of usefulness with the same diligence and con-
stancy which had marked his course from the begin-
ning ; and his holy gratitude and cheerfulness re-
mained unabated. In March, 1785, he thus speaks
of the revival of religion, in which he had acted so
very prominent a part :—

“J was now considering how strangely the grain
of mustard-seed, planted about fifty years ago, has
grown up. It has spread through all Great Britain
and JIreland, the Isle of Wight, and the Isle of Man ;

* Minutes of Conference, vol. i. p. 201,
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then to America, from the Leeward Islands, through
the whole Continent, into Canada and Newfound-
land. And the societies in all these parts walk by
one rule, knowing that religion is holy tempers ; and
striving to worship God, not in form only, but in
spirit and in truth.” *

The followinfg verses, which he inserted in the
Hymn Book for general use about eleven years
before his death, very correctly express the predomi
nant feeling of his heart at this period of his life ;—

¢ O the goodness of God, Employing a clod
His tribute of glory to raise!
His standard to bear, And with trinmph declare
His unspeakable riches of grace !

¢ O the fathomless love, That has deign’d to approve
And prosper the work of my hands!
‘With my pastoral crook I went over the brook,
And behold I am spread into bands !

¢ Who, I ask in amaze, Hath begotten me these ?
And inquire from what quarter they came ?
My full heart it replies, They are born from the skies
And gives glory to God and the Lamb.

¢ All honour and praise To the Father of grace,
To the Spirit and Son I return,
The business pursue He hath given me to do,
And rejoice that I ever was born.

¢In a rapture of joy My life I employ,
The God of my life to proclaim ;
’T is worth living for this, T¢ administer bliss,
And salvation in Jesus’s e.

¢ My remnant of days I spend in his praise,
Who died the whole world to redeem ;
Be they many or few, My days are his due,
And they all are devoted to him.”

® Works, val. iv. p. 298,
L2
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At this period the highest respect was paid to
him by almost all classes of people. The churches
in London were generally closed against him in the
year 1738; and now he had more applications to
preach in those very churches, for the benefit
of public charities, than he could possibly comply
with. His visits to many places in the coun-
try created a sort of general festival. The peo-
ple crowded around him as he passed along the
streets ; the windows were filled with eager gazers;
and the children waited “to catch the good man’s
smile,” which the overflowing benignity of his heart
rendered him ever willing to bestow. When he
first went into Comwall, accompanied by John
Nelson, he plucked the blackberries from the hedges,
to allay the cravings of hunger; and slept upon
boards, having his saddle-bags for a pillow, till the
bones cut through his skin. Now he was received,
in that county especially, as an angel of God. On
the 17th of August, 1789, on visiting Falmouth, he
says, “ The last time I was here, above forty years
ago, I was taken prisoner by an immense mob,
gaping and roaring like lions. But how is the tide
turned! High and low now lined the street, from
one end of the town to the other, out of stark love,
gaping and starinias if the King were going by.” *

The purity of his life, connected with his inces-
sant labours for the spiritual benefit of mankind,
commanded admiration in quarters where a contrary
feeling might have been expected to prevail. At
the house of his faithful friend, Mr. Ebenezer Black-
well, of Lewisham, he once met Dr. Lowth, the
accomplished Bishop of London, whose brother, a
Clergyman in the west of England, had married

* Works, vol. iv. p. 468,
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into Mr. Blackwell's family. The Bishop refused -
to sit above Mr. Wesley at table ; and feelingly said,
“ Mr. Wesley, may I be found at your feet in an-
other world!” Mr. Wesley, however, as might be

cted, manifested strong signs of uneasiness at
the thought of taking precedence of the learned. Pre-
late ; when his LorSsKip obviated the difficulty, by
requesting, as a favour, that he might sit below Mr.
‘Wesley, alleging, that his hearing on one side was
defective, and he did not wish to lose one word of
Mr. Wesley's conversation.

January 1st, 1790, he says, “I am now an old
man, decayed from head to foot. My eyes are dim;
my right hand shakes much ; my mourj‘; is hot and
dry every morning ; I have a lingering fever almost
every day ; my motion is weak and slow. However,
blessed be God, I do not slack my labour. I can
preach and write still.” *

Thus he was found when the great Master called.
He continued in his work till the latter end of Feb-
ruary, 1791, when his strength entirely failed ; and
after languishing a few days, during the whole of
which he presented a most edifyindgJ example of holy
cheerfulness and resignation, he died on the 2d of
March, in great peace. When the hand of death
was upon him, he oftener than once repeated, and
that with solemn emphasis, the lines,

¢ T the chief of sinners am,
But Jesus died for me.”

And, as the result of that faith in the Lord Jesus, of
which these words were the significant expression,
he again and again exclaimed, The best of all is,
God 1s with us!

® Works, vol. fv. p. 478. -
L3
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" -A few more of his dying sayings must be ac-
ceptable to the serious reader. Three days before
he died, referring to an illness which he had in
Bristol in the year 1783, he says, “ My words then
wer
e, ¢ 1 the chief of sinners am,
But Jesus died for me.’

One said, “Is this the present language of your
heart? and do you feel as you then did?” He re-
plied, “ Yes.” When the same person repeated,—
. ¢ Bold I approach the’ eternal throne, ’
And claim the crown through Christ my own ;™

aund then added, “ It is enough: He, our precious
Emmanuel, has purchased, has promised all ;" he
earnestly replied, “He is all! Heisall!” .

In the evening of the same day, while sitting in
his chair, he said, *“ How necessary it is for every
one to be on the right foundation !

¢ 1 the chief of sinners am,
But Jesus died for me.’

‘We must be justified by faith ; and then go on to-

perfection.”

On the next day he said, “ There is no way into
the holiest but by the blood .of Jesus ;” and, refer-
ring to the text, “ Ye know the grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for your
sakes he became poor, that ye through iis poverty
might be rich,” he emphatically said, ¢ That is the
foundation, the only E)undation; and there is no
other.” He also repeated, three or four times in the
space of a few hours, “ We have boldness to enter
into the holiest by the blood of Jesus.”

On the day before his death, after a very restless
night, he began to sing,—

o mm—
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“ALL glory to God in the sky, :
*  And peace upon earth be restored ;
O Jesus, exalted on high,
Appear our omnipotent Lord !
‘Who, meanly in Bethlehem born,
Didst stoop to redeem & lost race,
Once more to thy creatures return,
And reign in thy kingdom of grace.

¢ O wouldst thou again be made known,

Again in thy Spirit descend,

And set up in each of thine own
A kingdom that never shall end !

Thou only art able-to bless,
And make the glad nations obey,

And bid the dire enmity cease,
And bow thé whole world to thy sway.”

Here his stret:‘gtb failed ; but, after lying still
awhile, he called for pen and ink. They were
brought to him ; but his hand, which had been a
means of conveying comfort and instruction to thou-
sands, could no longer perform its office. Tell
me,” said one, “ what you would say.” ¢ Nothing,”
answered he, “but, that God is with us” In a
little while he broke out in a manner which, consi-
dering his extreme weakness, astonished all present,
in these words,—

¢ 1’1l praise my Maker while I *ve breath ;
And when my voice is lost in death,
Praise shall employ my nobler powers :
My days of praise shall ne’er be past
‘While life, and thought, and being last,
Or immortality endures.

“¢ Happy the man whose hopes rely
On Israel’s God ; he made the sky,
.- And earth and seas with all their train ;
His truth for ever stands secure ;
He saves the’ oppress’d, he feeds the poor, .
And none shall find his promise vain.’”
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During the same day, when he appeared to change
for death, he said, with a weak voice, “Lord, thou
givest strength to those that can speak, and to those
that cannot. Speak, Lord, to all our hearts, and let
them know that thou loosest the tongue.” He then
sang,

¢ To Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
‘Who sweetly all agree ;”
when his voice again failed.

Several friends being in the house, they were called
into his room, and all kneeled down to prayer; when
his fervour of spirit was manifest to all present. In
particular parts of the prayer his whole soul was
engaged in such a manner as evidently showed how
ardently he longed for the accomplishment of their
united desires. When Mr. Broadbent prayed that
if God were about to take away their father to his
eternal rest, he would -econtinue and inerease his
blessing upon the doctrine and discipline which he
had lonﬁ made his aged servant a means of propaga-
ting and establishing in the world; an unusual
degree of earnestness accompanied the loud Amen
of the dying patriarch and saint. When they rose
from their knees he took hold of their hands, kindly
saluted them, and said, “ Farewell, farewell !”

Some time after he strove to speak ; but finding
that the friends who were present could not under-
stand him, he paused a little, and then with all his
remaining strength cried out, The best of all is, God
is with us. Lifting up his dying arm in token of
victory, and raising his feeble voice in a holy triumph
not to be expressed, he again repeated, Tke best
of all is, God is with us.

When his parched lips were wetted he devoutly
repeated his usual thanksgiving after meat:—“We
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thank thee, O Lord, for these and all thy mercies.
Bless the Church and King; and grant us truth and
peace, through Jesus Christ our Lord, for ever and
ever.” :

In the course of the samé day, at different times,
he said, “ He causeth his servants to lie down in
peace.” “The clouds drop fatness.” “The Lord is
with us, the God of Jacob is our refuge.”

« I’ll praise, 1l praise.”

The next morning the closing scene drew near.
Joseph Bradford, his faithful and well-tried friend,
prayed with him, and the last word he was heard to
utter was, “ Farewell.” While several of his friends
were kneeling round his bed, without a groan, this
man of God, ﬁxis beloved pastor of thousands, entered
into the joy of his Lord.

His will contains the following characteristic item :
—“] give six pounds to be divided among the six
poor men who shall carry my body to the grave:
for I particularly desire there may be no hearse, no
coach, no escutcheon, no pomp, except the tears
of them that loved me, and are following me to
Abraham’s bosom. I solemnly adjure my executors,
in the name of God, punctually to observe this.”

Few men have been more honoured in their death
than this venerable servant of the Lord. On the
day preceding his interment his remains were, accord-
ing to his own direction, dplaced in the chapel near his
dwelling-house in London; and the crowds that -
went to see them were so great, that business was
generally suspended in the City-road, and it was
with great difficulty that any carriage could pass.
His funeral took place early in the morning, lest
any accident shoufd occur, in consequence of the
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vast concourse of people which was otherwise

to attend. When the officiating Clergyman at the
grave side pronounced the words, “ Forasmuch as it
hath pleased Almighty God to take unto himself the
soul of our dear father here departed,” the people,
who nearly filled the burying-ground, burst into loud
weeping ; and it is believed that scarcely a dry eye
was to be seen in the entire assembly. When the
funeral sermon was preached, the men occupied one
side of the City-road chapel, and the women the
other; and, with one solitary exception, it is said
that not a coloured riband was to be seen in the vast
congregation. One lady with a blue riband on her
beaver hat found her way into the gallery ; and on
observing her singularity, she instantly tore the
unseemly ornament from her head, and thus assumed
the garb of mourning with the rest of the people.

Fully to exhibit the character of this man of God °

would require an ample volume. His attainments
as a scholar, had he possessed no other distinction,
would alone have entitled him to high respect. He
was a critic in the Greek language ; anss he both
spoke and wrote Latin with remarkable fluency and
correctness to the end of his life. At the University
he studied Hebrew and Arabic. In Georgia he
conducted public worship both in French and Ital-
l;n_; and he offered to render the same service, in
t! ellr OWn tongue, to a regiment of Germans at New-
cla;slt e_-upon—.Tyne, during the rebellion of 1745. His
skill in logic was proverbial, and must strike every
one who reads either his practical or his controversial
:;'lorks._ They present finer examples, illustrative of
e principles of this most useful art, than those of
rectOSt (tlmy other of our English authors. His cor-
and elegant literary taste, his readiness of appre-
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hension, his ability to comprehend and simplify the
most abstruse and complex subjects, are manifest in
the whole of his voluminous writings. There are
many passages in his works which, for depth and
justness of expression, and strength and beauty
of conception, would not suffer from a comparison
with the most admired selections that the English
language can furnish.

He was truly a lover of mankind. Some of the
nobility and gentry honoured him with their friend-
ship ; and he availed himself of the opportunity thus
afforded, for reminding them of the temptations and
dangers of wealth, and the responsibility which it
involves, as well as of the substantial good which
is to be found in the possession of deep personal
godliness.

The privations of the poor excited his tenderest
sympathy, and he put forth every effort to relieve
them. At the beginning of winter, it was his prac-
tice, in London, to raise a fund for the purpose of
meeting the wants of the necessitous. This he did
by going from door to door among the rich and liberal,
to whom he could gain access ; and in the distribu-
tion of food and clothing among the pious who were
in want, he felt a greater satisfaction than * victors
in a triumph know.” Almost daily was he found by
the beds of the afflicted ; and his charity was only
limited by his income. To God and the poor he
gave all that he possessed. The following affecting
record, written with a tremulous hand, only a few
months before his decease, closes his book of private
accounts :—

“N.B. For upwards of eighty-six years I have
kept my accounts exactly. I will not attempt it any
longer, being satisfied with the continual conviction,
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that I save all I can, and give all I can ; that is, all
I have. “ JoEN WESLEY.”
-« July 16¢th, 1790."

For nothing was he more remarkable than his
love to children. Often did he lay his hands upon
them, and bless them in the name of his great Mas-
ter. He was in the habit of selecting small silver
coins of peculiar freshness, and of presenting them
to the children of his friends, as memorials of his
affection. ' ’

In the improvement of time he was, perhaps, never
exceeded. Through the greater part of his life he
rose at four o’clock in the morning ; and every mo-
ment of his waking hours was devoted to some use-
ful object. Admirably did he exemplify his own
rule, intended for the guidance of his Preachers :—
¢ Never be unemployed : never be triflingly employed,
never while away time.” “If any one,” says he,
« desires to know exactly what quantity of sleep his
own constitution requires, he may very easily make
the experiment which I made about sixty years ago.
I then waked every night about twelve or one, and
lay awake for some time. I readily concluded, that
this arose from my lying longer in bed than nature
required. To be satisfied, I procured an alarum,
which waked me the next morning at seven ; (near
an hour earlier than I rose the day before ;) yet I
lay awake again at night.” The second morning I
rose at six; but, notwithstanding this, I lay awake
the second night. The third morning I rose at five «
but, nevertheless, I lay awake the third night. The
fourth morningI rose at four ; (as, by the grace of God,
I have done ever since ;) and I lay awake no more.”*

¢ Works, vol. vii, p. 69,
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His knowledge was comprehensive, and his con-
- versational powers of a high order. Dr. Samuel
Johnson, an unexceptionable judge, who knew him

intimately, said, “ He talks well on every subject.”
His meekness in controversy was as remarkable as
that with which he endured the rude treatment of
vulgar and profane mobs. In two or three instances
he rebukes his opponents “sharply,” according to
the apostolic admonition ; but it was only in the case
of men who treated him with every species of low
abuse and insult, notwithstanding their inferiority
to him in every thing but worldly property. He
never attempted to make his opponents appear ridi-
culous. Specimens of defective scholarship which
he detected in their writings, the public exposure of
which he knew would wound their feelings, it ap-
pears to have been his practice to. communicate to
them privately ; and for this he received the acknow-
ledgments of Bishop Gibson, .Dr. Church, and Dr.
Taylor, as he himself has distinctly stated.* He
also informed the late Dr. Adam Clarke, that he
received the thanks of Bishop Warburton on the
same account, haughty and dogmatical as that dis~

tin,%uished Prelate was.
he power which he possessed over the Preachers
and the societies was often a subject of remark
during his life, and it has created surprise since his
death. It was a power which he never sought, and
which he never abused. He received it as involving
great responsibility, and made it his constant busi-
ness to use it for the advancement of the work of
God. The government which he exercised was truly
Paternal ; and both the Preachers and societies felt
it to be a blessing. His was no crooked and sinuous
® Works, vol. x. p. 376. . :
M
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policy, but a straightforward, upright, and Christian
course, without selfishness, and without guile. ]
But it is with reference to that revival of religion,
of which he was the chief instrument, that his cha-
racter will ever be “s)rincipally considered. He de-
viated from the order of the Church to which he
belonged ; but only so far as he believed himself
rovidentially called, and in those things where he
&u that, in his case, the opposite conduct would be
a sin. He saw impiety and wickedness every where
revalent; and he lifted up his warning voice, call-
ing the people to repentance, that so iniquity might
not be their ruin. He learned from his own expe-
rience, as well as from the Bible, that peace of con-
science and purity of heart are attainable only
through faith in Jesus Christ; and he proclaimed a
full and present salvation to all who would thus accept
it as the free gift of God.- The consequence was,
that awakened ‘multitudes asked his spiritual advice,
and begged of him to take them un?er his pastoral
care. ence the formation of societies. Then,
among those very people, men who had never re-
ceived a formal appointment to the Christian minis-
try b:ﬁm to preach to others the truth which they
had themselves received. These he attempted to
prevent; but finding that they possessed the requi-
site piety, knowledge, and talents for the work which
they had undertaken, and that they were so far
sanctioned by the divine blessing as that sinners
were, by their means, reclaimed and converted, hé
was compelled to submit; being very much in the
situation of St. Peter, when, in justification of his
own proceedings with respect to Cornelius, he empha-
:l}t::;l{"said, “What was I, that I could withstand
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Thus led into a course of usefulness which he had
never contemplated, and to which, in the first in-
stance, he had a strong aversion, he devoted his life to
the one object of spreading true religion in the world.
The things which he attempted to advance were not
the mere forms and circumstantials of Christianity,
much less matters of doubtful disputation; but sclid
virtue ; the love of God, and of aflmankind ; happi-
ness in God, and entire conformity to his will. For
these great purposes he preached, and wrote, and
travelled, and sustained the charge of the numerous
societies aud Preachers ; adjusting their differences,
solving their doubts, and directing their movements.
From these all-absorbing enterprises of truth and
charity nothing could draw him aside. ~Neither the
caresses of friends, nor the occasional perverseness
of individuals among his own people, nor the oppo-
sition of furious mobs, nor the incessant and bitter

ltings of the press, could induce him to falter in

is career, or suspend his labours for a single day.
Weaknesses and infirmities he had, for he was a
fallen man; but who among his detractors emulate
his active zeal, and patient, laborious love? His
spiritual children will ever bless God for raising up
such an instrument of good, especially in an age of
infidelity, lukewarmness, and irreligion ; for crowning
his efforts and plans with such unexampled success ;
and for supporting him under cares and discourage-
ments which feeble human nature could never of
itself have sustained.
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CHAPTER VI

THE PROGRESS OF RELIGION AFTER MR, WESLEY'S:
DEATH.

Tar death of its Founder formed a crisis in Wes-
leyan Methodism. While he lived, he was a bond
of union, both to the Preachers and to all the socie-
ties; but whether their unity could be preserved.
when his personal influence was no longer felt, was
a question of very difficult solution, concerning
which there were great searchings of heart in many
quarters, If the “Deed of Declaration” could be
acted upon, so that the foveming wer which that
instrument created should be gene.rafl; acknowledged,
there could be no just ground of painful apprehension;
but if these objects could not be gained, the break-
ing up of the Connexion was inevitable. The
Preachers felt the awful responsibili:f of their situa-
tion, and pledged themselves to abide by the princi-
ples which regulated Mr. Wesley’s conduct from
the beginning. Some of them were men of more than
ord.il\ar%vexperience, wisdom, and integrity. Among
these, William Thompson and Alexander Mather
stood pre-eminent. They were men of strong sense,
sound discretion, firm purpose, deep piety ; and were
solemnly impressed with the justness of Mr. Wes-
ley’s plans, which they also thoroughly understood.
These men of God, supported- by their brethren,
were a means of preserving the Methodist system in
unimpaired efficiency in those critical times, and
have thus laid the successive generations of both
Preachers and people under lasting obligations.

The first attempt to set aside the * Deed of De-
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claration,” and by necessary consequence, to subvert
- the itinerant ministry which Mr. Wesley had insti-
tuted, was made by a body of Trustees of chapels,
who claimed the right of appointing the Preachers
to their respective pulpits. This scheme was resisted,
and came to nought. Had it succeeded, the Me-
thodist societies would at once have been converted
into Independent churches; the regular exchange of
Preachers would necessarily have ceased ; and the
plans of Mr. Wesley would have been only matters
of history.

The next attempt was made by certain persons of
democratic principles, but of very limited views,
who contended for the introduction into the Con-
ference, as members of that body, of men whom the
“Deed of Declaration” never contemplated. This

lan was also resisted, as being directly ruinous in
its tendency. Had it been adopted, the Conference,
as constituted by Mr. Wesley, would have had no
existence ; and no other body could have legally per-
formed its prescribed functions. Another body
could have had no just authority either to appoint
the Preachers to the chapels, or to execute the dis-
cipline of the Comnexion. The Conference was
nothing but as it was defined, and invested with
power, by the “ Deed of Declaration ; and, therefore,
the moment that Deed was superseded, there would
have been an end of the Wesleyan itinerancy and
order. Another system might have been devised;
but Wesleyan Methodism, in its essential principles,
would have been no more. The body of the Preach-
ers and people in that eventful age remained nobly
steadfast” in their adherence to the true Wesleyan
principles; and, under God, the *Deed of Declara-
tion” was their sheei:—t:mchox:'3 in every storm. It

M
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has been of equal advantage in more modern times ;
and its utility and benefits will probably be as lasting
as the world, according to the design of its author.
The Deed of Declaration being acknowledged,
and the Connexional principle by this means pre-
served inviolate, the Conference very properly con-
sented that, under certain regulations, the sacraments
of baptism and the Lord’s supper should be admi-
nistered in the Methodist chapels, and divine worship
performed in the forenoon of the Sabbath: measures
which Mr. Wesley himself had anticipated, and for
which he had, therefore, provided, both by the pre-
paration of a Liturgy, and the formal ordination of
some of the Preachers. Various financial regula-
tions were also adopted, for the purpose of removing
‘all just ground of suspicion relative to the applica-
tion of the funds of the Connexion. These arrange-
ments gave general satisfaction, and were followed
by the happiest results. Mutual confidence was
preserved between the Preachers and people; and
spiritual religion spread in almost every direction.
Extensive revivals of the work of God broke out
in several places; new societies were formed, and
elder ones were quickened and augmented; and
many chn&als, of various sizes, were erected and en-
larged. Within ten years after Mr. Wesley’s death,
the societies were increased, in Great Britain alone,
more than forty thousand ; and in twenty years they
were increased upwards of one hundred thousand.
In the year 1811 a Bill was brought into the
House of Lords, the professed object of which was
to amend the Act of Toleration, but which, in fact,
went to repeal its most important and beneficial pro-
‘visions. Had it been made the law of the land,
and strictly enforced, it would - have effected tlie

0
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entire subversion of the Wesleyan ministry. Its true
character was ascertained, and an appeal was made
to the country, when the petitions against it were so
numerous and urgent, as to induce its withdrawal.
New interpretations having been given to the Act
of Toleration, which in a great measure defeated its
object, application was made to Parliament, during
the following year, for a new Act of a more definite
character, and better suited to the state of the coun-
try, which was ultimately conceded. Thomas Allan,
Esq., of London, was concerned in the drawing up
of this new Act; and his exertions, with those of
his friend, the late Joseph Butterworth, Esq., M. P.,
were of especial service in obtaining the invaluable
. .boon. It has secured to the Wesleyan ministry and
societies more ample protection than they heretofore

.eanoivled. :

e steady advancement of the work at home was
‘attended by corresponding prosperity abroad. The
Missions were successful%y carried on under the
direction of Dr. Coke, who travelled through the
kingdom, making collections in the congregations
for their support; soliciting subscriptions from wealthy
individuals, wherever he could gain access; select-
ing suitable men for the work, both among the Itine-
rants and the Local Preachers; and, by a regular
correspondence with the Missionaries, giving counsel
and encouragement, as their cases might require.
His untiring zeal and perseverance, connected with
his superior education and very gentlemanly man-
ners, eminently qualified him for this difficult and
weighty service. For many an imprisoned Mission-
ary in the West Indies did he obtain liberty, by his
personal applications to men in power; and several
“persecuting acts of the local legislatures did he pre-



128 THE CENTENARY OF

vail upon the Government at home to disallow.
From the time of Mr. Wesley's death, in 1791, to
the year 1811, under the active and vigilant super-
intendence of this most benevolent and devoted man,
the Missionaries in the West Indies, and in British
North America, were increased from 21 to 43, besides
11 who were employed in the Irish Mission among
the neglected Papists; and the members of society
in those foreign stations were increased from 6525,
to 13,382. The Doctor would have introduced a
much greater number of labourers into the Mission
field, had his resources been more ample. Many
“ home Missionaries,” tpreaching in the most destitute
and neglected parts of England, were supported out
of the fund from which he drew his supplies for the
foreign work.

At the Conference of 1813, Dr. Coke, then in the
sixty-seventh year of his age, expressed an earnest
desire to proceed to the East Indies, for the purpose
of establishing a Mission there. Eighteen times had
he crossed the Atlantic Ocean for Missionary objects ;
yet his godly ardour was unabated, as his conviction
of the truth of Christianity, and of its importance to
mankind, became increasingly strong and influential.
Some of his brethren, recl;;fecting his advanced age,
the difficulties which would be necessarily connected
with the undertaking, and the serious inconve-
niences which the Missions already in existence would
experience in consequence of his departure, attempted
to dissuade him from the enterprise, desirable as
they confessed it to be. He heard their reasonings
and remonstrances; and then, bursting into tears,
he exclaimed, in a manner which they could not
resist, “ If you will not let me go, you will break
my heart !”
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His brethren withdrew their opposition ; and this
honoured patron and friend of Missions, accompanied
l‘z James Lynch, William Ault, George Erskine,
William M. Harvard, Thomas Squance, Benjamin
Clough, and John M‘Kenny, embarked for the East,
in December, 1813, intending to appoint these
esteeemed men to such fields of evangelical labour as
actual observation might recommend. On the third
of May following he was found dead in his cabin,
having expired, it was believed, in a fit of apoplexy.
Thus ended the life and labours of this distinguished
Minister, whose name will ever be remembered in
honourable association with modern Missions. Next
to Mx. Wesley, no man was ever connected with the
Methodist body who contributed more to extend the
blessings of Christianity among mankind.

The Mission to the Kast was not abandoned when
the spirit of Dr. Coke fled to paradise, and his
remains were committed to the great deep... His
companions, though young and inexperienced, pro-
ceeded on their voyage, resolved to act as Providence

ight direct ; and on their arrival at the place of
their destination, their forlorn situation excited a
deep and general sympathy. Money was advanced
to them on the faith of the Connexion at home ; and
they entered upon their work in full reliance upon
the Lord, whose Gospel they had come to teach.
The Mission which they bégan under these circum-
stances has already exerted a powerful influenceupon
the island of Ceylon. It has also long since been
extended to the continent of India, and rises every
year in interest and importance.

Strange as it may appear, the Wesleyan Missions
were greatly advanced in consequence of Dr. Coke’s
departure from Europe, and his sudden death. The
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fact is. the Connexion had almost entirely relied
upon his personal exertions, both in_ directing the
operations of the Missions, and in providing the means
og their supgort. ‘When he was no more, the
Preachers and people awoke from their supineness,
and felt the necessity of combined and strenuous
efforts, that they might maintain the Missions which
were already formed, and commence others, which
were greatly needed, and in many cases loudly called
for. The Rev. George Morley, the Superintendent
of the Leeds Circuit, suggested to his colleagues,
and the friends in general, the formation of a
Missionary Society, in that town, by means of a pub-
lic meeting. They approved of the project; the
Rev. Richard Watson and the Rev. James Buckley
were engaged as Preachers ; and Thomas Thompson,
Esq., M. P., consented to take the chair at the meet-
ing, which was well attended, and answered the end
proposed. These arrangements were greatly facili-
tated by the very judicious and efficient co-operation
of the Rev. Jabez Bunting, who was then stationed
in the Leeds Circuit, and was also the Chairman of
the District. A new and mighty impulse was thus
given to the Mission work in the Connexion. Other
places, in swift succession, followed the noble exam-
ple of Leeds, till the Methodist congregations, from
the Land’s End to the Tweed, caught the sacred
flame. Collectors offered their services in all direc-
tions ; the hearts of the people were every where
impressed and opened by just reports of the real
state of the®Heathen, and by the communication
of authentic Missionary intelligence ; and money
was, from year to year, poured into the sacred treasury
beyond all former precedent. Missionaries also have
continued willingly to offer themselves even for the
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most hazardous and difficult stations; and doors of
entrance are almost every year opened in the most
unexpected quarters.

One instrument all men acknowledged to have
been raised up by an especial Providence in connex-
ion with the Llission de‘partment,—the late Rev.
Richard Watson : a man ot the richest mental endow-
ments, the whole of which he brought to bear upon
this work. He pleaded the sacred cause from the
pulpit, the platform, and the press, with a force of
a:iument, an originality and beauty of illustration, a
sublimity of thought, and a power of persuasion,
which perhaps no man, whether speaker or writer,
ever surpassed ; and, in union with his brethren, he
directed the practical working of the Mission system
with a sound judgment, and patient, persevering zeal.
He wore out his life in this holy service, consumed
by the quenchless ardour of his own spirit. More

any other individual, this distinguished Minis-
ter for a time supplied the place of the lamented
Dr. Coke.
It is a striking proof of the providential character
of the Missions in question, that when the most
ifted and efficient agents are removed, the work suf-
ers no declension. After the death of Dr. Coke,
whose place it was thought no other person could
supply, the Missions prospered beyond all former
example ; and in some quarters the result has been
the same since Mr. Watson finished his brilliant and
holy career. Allusion is here particularly intended
to the Wesleyan Missions in the South Seas, where
the savage inhabitants of whole islands bhave aban-
doned the idols of their fathers; and where the
people by thousands have become the spiritual wor-
shippers of God. Civilization there walks hand in
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hand with Christianity ; children, and even old peo--
ple, are gathered together in schools; and persons
of all ranks are successfully learning the useful arts.
Like the primitive disciples also, these people, con-
strained by the love of Christ, are 1:1111%l to carry
the Gospel into “ the regions beyond.” e change
which has taken place in the spirit and habits of
those savage tribes, is so sudden, deep, and extensive,
—s0 obviously above all human power,—that he is
blind who cannot see in it the workingl of that Al-
mighty Sgirit, by whose agency three thousand per-
sons 1n Jerusalem were in one day converted from
Jewish obstinacy and unbelief to the faith of Christ.
The Wesleyan Missionaries, accredited Ministers
of the Connexion, are about 311 in number. They
are assisted in their work by Catechists, Local
Preachers, Assistants, Superintendents of schools,
Schoolmasters, and Schoolmistresses, Artisans, &c.;
of whom about 200 are employed at a moderate
salary, and 2600 afford their services gratuitously.
The stations occupied by the Missionaries in differ-
ent parts of the world are about 204 ; each station
being in general the head of a Circuit of towns and
villages around, embracing a numerous population
brought under evangelical instruction. The principal
stations of the Seciety’s Missionaries are in Western
and Southern Africa, Ceylon, Continental India,
New South-Wales; Yan-Diemen’s Land, New-Zea-
land, Tonga, Habai Islands, Vavou Islands, Fejee
Islands, the West Indies, and British North Amer-
ica. To these must be added those in Ireland, Swe-
den, Germany, France, Cadiz, Gibraltar, and Malta.
Schools are conducted by the Missionaries themselves,
or under their immediate superintendence. Christian
worship forms a part of the school arrangements.
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The holy Scriptures, in the language vernacular on
the several stations, are invariably used in the schools
by those who are sufficiently advanced to read them.
The Masters and Mistresses are selected for their
piety and zeal, as well as with a regard to their other
qualifications; and the whole system is conducted
on the avowed principle of spreading at once the
knowledge of letters, and the knowledge of God.
The usefulness of Mission Schools is particularly seen
in the raising up of a native ministry. In Ceylon,
in the South Seas, in Southern Africa, and in West-
ern Africa, are found zealous Preachers of divine
truth, who received their education in the Mission
Schools ; and many of them trace their first religious
* impressions to the instructions which they enjoyed
there. Edward Frazer, whose recent visit to Eng-
land will not soon be forgotten, is a fine specimen
of that native ministry which may be expected
to arise in the West Indies, now that slavery is
abolished.

The number of scholars, adults and children, taught
in the Mission Schools, is 49,266. The members
of society under the care of the Missionaries, exclu-
sive of those in Ireland, are above 65,000. Persons
belonging to the Mission congregations, not in reli-
gious society, may be fairly estimated at an equal
number. To these may be added the children and
adults who are under school instruction ; making a
total of more than 180,000 persons, who are directly
receiving spiritual advantage by means of the Wes-
leyan Missions.

In Ceylon, in Africa, in the Friendly Islands, and
in New Zealand, the Missionaries employ printing
establishments. Valuable translations of the Scrip-
tures, and of various other works, have been effected

N
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by the Missionaries ; by whom, in more than twenty
different languages, the Gospel is preached to some
of tl!lxe most remote and idolatrous nations of the
earth.

For the support of this vast enterprise, the Wes-
leyan societies, assisted by the liberality of the
Christian public, raised, in the year 1837, the sum
of £83,648. 10s. 6d.

The Methodist Episcopal Church, in the United
States of America, considerably outnumbers the
sister Connexion in Great Britain. The societies,
which are scattered over an immense tract of country,
are placed under the care of twenty-eight Con-
ferences ; which meet annually, and are superintended
by six Bishops, who are chiefly distinguished from
their brethren by the abundance of their labours,
and the frequency and length of their journeys.
The Ministers in general are eminently Travelling
Preachers. They follow ‘the settlers into the re-
motest wildernesses, proclaiming to them the word of
life ; collecting them together in religious society,
that they may stir up each other’s minds by way
of remembrance, and watch over one another in the
Lord ; administering the sacraments of baptism and
the Lord’s supper; that these sons of the forest, in
the midst of their daily toils, and far distant from
the crowded haunts of men, may not forget the more
important business of their salvation, and the strict
account which they must render to the Judge of all.
But for these Itinerant Ministers of Christ, oftener
seen on horseback, each ing with him his limited
wardrobe and his Bibl‘:mn in the study or the

arlour, many even of the emigrants from happy
land, who have been nursed in Christianity,
would never hear of the mercy of their Saviour, and

- o
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would inevitably fall into practical Heathenism. In
the deep woods of America the scene contemplated
by Mr. Charles Wesley is beautifully realized :—

¢ Ye mountains and vales, in praises abound ;
Ye hills and ye dales, continue the sound :
Break forth into singing, ye trees of the wood ;
For Jesus is bringing lost sinners to God !”’

And the heart of mz;:f a solitary emigrant has
beaten with holy joy while singing, in the same holy
strain,—
¢ Atonement He made for every one ;
The debt he hath paid, the work he hath done:

Shout all the creation, below and above,
Ascribing salvation to Jesus’s love ! ”

The Missionary energies of the Methodist Episco-
pal Church are mostly expended upon the Indian
tribes, and the scattered white and black population,
of their own continent. Upwards of 2000 Indians
are acknowledged as regular members of the Church.
That Church has also a prosperous Mission at Libe-
ria, on the African coast, where twelve Missionaries
are employed ; and another at Texas, recently begun,
from which the accounts are very encouragine‘gl. At
this place four large Circuits have been formed ; and
some conversions have already taken place, which
give the promise of future success.

The efforts of that Church in the cause of educa-
tion are noble and praiseworthy. In addition to
many minor and private establishments, there are, in
immediate connexion with the several Conferences,
six Collegiate institutions, and one University.
Four of these are west of the Alleghany mountains,
in the great valley of Mississipi, and its tributary
waters; and three are in the Atlantic States. All

N 2



‘136 THE CENTENARY OF

of them possess the power of conferring academic
degrees. “One of the leading objects of our institu-
tions.has been,” says Dr. Fisk, the Principal of the
Wesleyan University, ““to secure a religious influ-
ence, and a suitable religious training, for our youth.
We think, if religion, and that modification of it
which we profess, is worth any thing for the parents,
it is equaﬁ valuable for the children ; and if it is
beneficial for ‘the world, it should be maintained :
and who shall maintain it, if our children forsake the
religion of their fathers ? In this object the Method-
ist Church in America has not been disappointed.
The God of all grace has specially and signally
marked the work with the seal of his approval.
‘We have witnessed many gracious outpourings of the
Holy Spirit upon our schools ; and a great portion of
:those who leave these institutions go away with
fixed principles of religious doctrine and experience,
that ‘will, no doubt, govern their future lives.” *
In the Methodist Episcopal Church are 3106
Itinerant Ministers ; 216 who are superannuated ;
.and 5792 Local Preachers. The private members
amount to 686,549; of whom 60{212 are whites,
79,236 are coloured, and 2101 are Indians. What
hath God wrought since Richard Boardman and
Joseph Pilmoor embarked for that Continent in the
{;arll7:i9, with the prayers and blessings of Mr.
esle
TheyMethodist Church in Canada is distinct from
that of the United States. It is divided into 47 Cir-
cuits, exclusive of 47 Mission stations, and employs
78 Preachers, with 11 who are supernumerary. The
members of society are 14,000. ere it not for the
ministry of the Wesleyan Preachers in Upper and
* Wesleyan-Methodist Magazine for December, 1836,
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Lower Canada, many thousands of the British set-
tlers would be entirely destitute of the ordinances
of Christianity. The Wesleyan Mission among the
Canadian Indians is full of interest. Of this race of
red men, no fewer than 1500 are now regular mem-
bers of religious society. They have abandoned
their savage mode of life, and reside together in vil-
lages, where they have schools and places of worship.
Two of their mnative Preachers, Peter Jones and
John Sunday, have visited England, where their
manly sense and sound piety excited the liveliest
pleasure.

The Methodist Connexion in Ireland comprehends
49 Circuits, and 18 Mission stations ; 160 Preachers
including the Missionaries, and those who are on the
supernumerary list ; and 26,244 members of society.
To some persons this number will appear small ; but
the reason is obvious. The superstitions and errors
of Popery occupy the minds of a large majority of
the people of Ireland, and render them hostile to the
truth ; while incessant political agitation diverts
their attention from it. There is another cause, to
which few people duly advert. In many parts of
Ireland the law is comparatively powerless, and fails
to afford adequate protection to either the lives or
the property of the Protestants. Hence the fre-
guency of Protestant emigration. Within the last

fteen years no fewer than ten thousand members
of the Methodist societies in Ireland have left their
native country, and sought a more safe and quiet
residence in other lands, mostly in America. Not
a few of these were as the life-blood of the societies
to which they belonged. They were generally per-
sons of some property, the support and stay of the
cause in their different localities ; and in several in-

N3



138 THE CENTENARY OF

stances their removal has led to the withdrawal of
the preaching, and the consequent dissolution of the
societies and congregations ; no other persons in the
same places being able to afford shelter to the ser-
vants of God by whom theg had been regularly
visited. The preservation and revival of Protestant-
ism in that part of the empire are, in the first instance,
mainly attributable, under God, to the Christian and
patriotic efforts of the two Wesleys, and those of
their fellow-labourers and successors, the Methodist
Preachers. For many years they stood almost alone
. and unfriended in their generous endeavours to rescue
the Irish people from the hateful and degrading
tyranny of a wicked and rapacious priesthood, who
¢ destroyed souls for the sake of dishonest gain,”
and of secular ambition. These upright and devoted
men have meekly endured bitter privations and
opposition ; but their “ judgment is with the Lord,
and their work with their God.” The Romish
Priests have often stood in the ways leading to
Methodist chapels, with horsewhips in their hands,
to drive away such members of their congregations
as might stray in that direction; and to meet the
spiritual necessities of 4 people thus oppressed, and
cruelly kept in ignorance and sin, the Methodist
Ministers gave reached on horseback, in the fairs
.and markets, wﬁere many a deluded votary of Rome
has not only heard words whereby he might be
saved, but whereby he has been actually turned
from darkness unto light, and from the power of
Satan unto God. The venerable Gideon Ouseley,
with several of his brethren, has grown gray in this
benevolent and holy service.

The state of the Wesleyan Connexion in England
is at present such as not only to afford satisfaction,
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but to call for gratitude. The ebullition of demo-
cratic feeling which took place in some of the soci-
eties a few years ago, and was called forth by the
spirit of the time:glms, through the great mercy of
(god, entirely subsided ; and the attempt which was
then made to subvert the Wesleyan plan of disci-
pline has not only failed, but been overruled for
good. That discipline stands L:son a surer founda-
tion, and is more deeply rooted in the confidence
both of the Preachers and the societies than it ever
was at any former period. The wisdom and pro-
priety of Mr. Wesley’s maxim is now every where
ractically acknowledged : “ Do not mend our rules,
ut keep them, and that for conscience’ sake.”
Many of the societies have, within the last two or
three years, been greatly enlarged; and never was
the Wesleyan ministry so numerously attended, since
its commencement, as it is at this day. Expecta-
tions of increased spiritual prosperity are %enemlly_
excited ; and more signal displays of the Holy
Spirit's power and love, in the conversion of ungodly
men, and in the improved piety of believers, are
almost every where anticipated. .

This happy state of things has been brought about,
by God’s blessing upon the firm stand which was
made, four or five years ago, in behalf of the true
‘Wesleyan principles, against an unhallowed attempt
to subvert them. To break down the hedge of the
discipline by which the purity of the body had till
that ieriod been preserved, and secure for every
Preacher the liberty to do what was right in his own
eyes during the intervals of Conference, an appeal
was made to the Courts of Chancery; which not
only failed entirely of its object, but obtained for
Mr. Wesley’s Deed of Declaration, and the discipline



140 THE CENTENARY OF

of the body founded upon it, the direct sanction of
his Honour Mr. Vice-Chancellor Shadwell, and of
the Lord Chancellor Lyndhurst : so that the opposi~
sition then raised turned out, by God’s overruling
providence, to the fullest establishment of that godly
order which it was intended for ever to sweep away.
The names of John Burton, James Wood, John
Marsden, James Fildes, and their brethren, the
Trustees of the Oldham-street chapel in Manchester,
and of Robert Newton, the Chairman of the Dis-~
trict, against whom the suit was directed, and who
stood forward with unflinching fidelity in the day of
trial, resolved to stand or fall with Wesleyan
Methodism,~~will be transmitted with honour te
posterity. In withstanding this attempt to subvert
the goodly system of the body, these faithful men
were efficiently assisted by the professional talent of
their Solicitor, T. Percival Bunting, Esq., of Man-
chester, who was equally concerned with themselves
to maintain the system inviolate.

There is another individual who in those times
was specially singled out, by a licentious eress, as an
object of obloquy, for no other reason than this,~—
that he was the ablest advocate of the true Wes-
leyan system. Enlargement upon this subject would
be improper ; for JoBez Buntine is still living : and
long may he live as an ornament and pillar of the
Connexion! It is, however, bare justice to add, that
to him, more than to any other man since the death
of Mr. Wesley, is the Methodist body indebted for
carrying out its principles into practical effect, and
for fixing its various institutions upon a permanent
and liberal base.

There are about 3000 Wesleyan chapels in Eng-
land, besides a vast number of other places where
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God’s word is regularly preached, and public prayer-
meetings are held. gel;eml of the chapels Parey of
very large dimensions, especially in the principal
manufacturing towns, such as Manchester, Leeds,
Sheffield, and Huddersfield ; and they are filled
every Sabbath by willing crowds. In Leeds alone
the chapels contain four thousand free sittings for
the accommodation of the poor; and in many other
places the spiritual necessities of the lower classes of
society are met in the same liberal manner.. The sum
of money which Wesleyan Methodism has expended
in providing chapel-room for the vastly increasing
population of the country is almost incredible. The
number . of private members in religious society is
296,801. The number of Ministers, itinerant and
supernumerary, is 1019, who are perfectly united
together in the same mind and the same judgment
on all the leading subjects of Christian theology.
The important body of ﬂocﬂ Preachers, we presume,
cannot be fewer than 4000.

When the system of Sunday-school instruction
was first intrm{:ced, it met with Mr. Wesley's cor-
dial approval ; and in this service the Connexion
has continued to take an active part. Exclusive of
‘Wales, where the system is extensively pursued, but
from which no returns have been recently received,
there are in Great Britain 3339 Weslegan Sunday-
schools, including 341,442 children, and employing
59,277 Teachers, whose services are all gratuitous.
In the support of these institutions the sum of about
£17,800 15 annually expended. Many of them are
furnished with libraries, from which tﬁe senior scho-
lars, and the families to which they belong, are sup-

lied with books of a pious and wuseful character.
giany excellent Day-schools have also been formed
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in connexion with Methodist chapels: and their
number is increasing every year.

In most of the larger towns, as well as in several
vxl.l?' es, there are also Wesleyan Tract Societies,
conducted upon the loan system. Visiters are ap-
pointed to tg(i)ferent districts, whose office is to call
at every house in order, offering to the families the
loan of a religious tract for a given period, and
receiving those that were left at the time of the last
visit. By this means divine light is diffused among
careless and ungodly people ; neglected children are
often introduced to Sunday-schools; and whole
families are sometimes induced to sanctify the Sab-
bath, and attend the house of God.

The Naval and Military Bible Society was origin-
ally formed by a small number of Wesleyan Method-
ists, in the year 1779. George Cussons, of War-
dour-street, iondon, took an active part in devising
the plan and in directing its first operations. " It after-
wards obtained high patronage; and has been of
incalculable benefit to the brave men who form the
army and navy of England.

The monthly Magazine which Mr. Wesley insti-
tuted about sixty years ago, is still carried on, and
widely circulated. It is conducted upon its original
theological principles, though it is less polemical in
its character than it was in his hands, the circum-
stances of the times being changed. It is still
employed in repelling unjust attacks upon the body,
for which, unhappily, the calls are too frequent. 'lyo
this periodical, the oldest of the kind now in Eng-
land, there have been added, since Mr. Wesley's
death, four others,—the Mission Notices, the
Youth’s Instracter, the Cottager's Friend, and the
Child’s Magazine,—all of which are very extensively



a—

WESLEYAN METHODISM. 143

read. To the invaluable works of Mr. Wesley and
Mr. Fletcher there have also been added those of
Mr. Benson, Dr. Adam Clarke, Mr. Watson, Mr.
Sutcliffe, Mr. Edmondson, Mr. Trefiry, and those of
his late gifted and lamented son ; with a vast num-
ber of biografhical and other publications, adapted
to private and family reading. The literature of the
Connexion, now somewhat voluminous, and in
several of its departments extremely rich aud valu-
able, finds its way into many villages and hamlets
where other books are little known. The Bible,
with one or more of the Wesleyan Commentaries,
and other books from the Wesleyan press, constitute
many a well-read cottage library.

U{:wards of fifty years ago the Benevolent or
Stranger's Friend Society was instituted by some
individuals belonging to the Wesleyan body. It
appears to have been commenced about the same
time both in London and Manchester ; and its prin-
ciples and plan were speedily adopted in most of the
large towns of the kinidom. Its design is to afford
relief to strangers in the season of want and sick-
ness; and the administration o:'afec\minry relief is
always accompanied by spiritual instruction and
prayer. The visiters, male and female, are generally
persons of deep piety, well-instructed in the things
of God, and of admirable zeal and patience. Not a
few of them, it is believed, have died by contagious
fevers, caught in their enterprise of charity. Many
a profligate wanderer from God and righteousness
have these messengers of mercy led to the com-

assionate Saviour of men; and many a valuable
ife have they been a means of preserving by the
timely supply’of food and medicine. Parents dying
of want have been snatched from the yawning grave,
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and spared to protect and bless their children. In
London this Society is Liberally supported by other
denominations of Christians: and he must possess
a heart of stone who can read in its annual
Reports the record of its operations, without tears
of sympathy with the sufferers, and of gratitude
for the help afforded to them. -

In some instances the generous anxiety of the
societies and congregations to provide accommoda-
tion for themselves, and for the people by whom
they were surrounded, has led them to erect chapels
of larger dimensions, and of a more costly kind,
than their means would justify ; and hence debts
were accumulated to an amount which excited just and
general alarm. To relieve the cases of distress which
were thus created, funds have within the last few years
been formed, for the purposeof calling forth and assist-
ing local exertion; and the last Report of the General
Chapel Fund contains the following intelligence :—
“The Committee are greatlyrejoiced tobe able to state,
that the actual debt upon chapels, now extinguished
by the operation of the present Loan Fund, is
593,398; which, added to £51,000, liquidated by
the former loan system, makes a grand total
of £147,398. For the removal of so great impedi-
ments ‘as most of these debts were found to be to
the prosperity of the work of God, by the general
and steady efforts of the friends of Wesleyan Me-
thodism, the Committee cannot but express their gra-
titude to the Great Head of the church, who has so
graciously disposed the hearts of his people to devise
liberal things.” These funds have been greatly
indebted to the sound discretion and unwearied
zeal of Messrs. Thomas Marriott, James Heald, John
Fernley, Robert Wood, Francis A. West, and Jona-
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than Crowther, the esteemed Treasurers and Secre-
taries ; and to the 'valuable co-operation of Messrs.
Thomas Crook, William Naylor, and John Mason.
To render the Wesleyan ministry increasingly effi-
cient, and better adapted to the character and cir-
cumstances of the present times, the Theological
Institution was formed in the year 1834. None are
admitted as students there but such candidates for
the ministry as are approved, in the first instance, by
the Circuits to which they belong, and the District
Committees before whom they are severally exa-
mined ; as well as by the Conference, to whom the
case of each serson is reported. The undertaking
y crowned with a success far surpass-
ing what could have been reasonably anticipated in
so short a time. The theological and literary train-
ing which the students have received has been of
the greatest advantage; and the benefits are strik-
ingly apparent both at home and on several of the
Mission stations. 'The manaim g Committee are
particularly happy in having obtained the services
of the Rev. Dr. Hannah, Tutor in the several pro-
vinces of Theological instruction, and those of the
Rev. Samuel Jones, A.M., of Trinity College, Dub-
lin, for the Classical and Mathematical departments.
Recent occurrences in the Institution forcibly re-
mind one of what took place in a similar establish-
ment at Trevecka, of which that holy man, John
Fletcher, of Madeley, was the head. %Vhen he vi-
sited ¢ the sons of the Prophets” who were under his
care, it is said by his friend and biographer, Joseph
Benson, who witnessed what he describes, that,
“being convinced that to be filled with the Holy
Ghost was a better qualification for the ministry of
the Gospel than any classical learning, (although
o



146 " THE CENTENARY OF

that, t0o, is useful in its place,) after speaking awhile
in the school-room, he used frequently to say, ¢ As
many of you as are athirst for this fulness of the
Spirit, follow me into my room.” On this many of
us have instantly followed him, and there continued
two or three hours, wrestling like Jacob for the bless-
ing, praying one after another, till we could bear to
kneel no longer. This was not done once or twice,
but many times. And I have sometimes seen him,
on these occasions, once in particular, so filled with
the love of God, that he could contain no more.” *
Guarded as the Institution is, and teaching as it
does the pure principles of the Wesleyan theology,
it cannot fail to be an extensive and permanent
blessing to the Connexion.

Occupying a distinct and peculiar position between
strict Churchmanship and systematic Dissent, the
‘Wesleyan Methodists, amidst the collision of parties,
have, within the last few years, been the objects of
severe censure both on the right hand and on the
left. They have, however, steadily adhered to the
grinciples upon which their fathers acted from the

eginning ; and judging from their past conduct,
they are not likely soon to alter their course. Their
great calling is tivmt of spreading spiritual religion
in the world ; the religion which makes men par-
takers of the divine nature, and prepares them
to share in the glories and happiness of the hea-
venly state, when the turmoils of , and all
the transitory concerns of earth have passed
away, and be forgotten. The principles of strict
Dissent, including that of the unlawfulness of reli-
gious Establishments, and the sin of being connected
with them, they never can profess without a direct

¢ Life of Mr. Fletcher, p. 166. Edit. 1806.
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reflection upon the memory of their revered Found-
er; much less can they be parties in any attempt
to effect the subversion of the established Church of
this country: and such a formal union with the es-
tablished Church as implies an abandonment of
their own ministry, and of their peculiar form of
discipline, would be equally a violation of Mr. Wes-
ley’s design. He executed the Deed of Declaration,
as we have already seen, “in order to fix them ” (the
Methodists) “ upon such a foundation as is likely to
stand as long as the sun and moon endure.” The
Church, with its three orders of Ministers, can never
sanction the ordination which the Methodist Preach-
ers have received ; and those Preachers can never
resign their charge without sinning against Christ,
by whom they conscientiously believe they are called
to the office and work of Ministers in the church of
God. Nor have they any right so to trifle with the
consciences of mankind as to withdraw from more
than a million of people the religious ordinances and
means of salvation which they prefer before all others.
There are principles concerned in questions of this
nature more deep and momentous than superficial
-declaimers ever imagine.

CHAPTER VII.
CONCLUDING REMARKS.

SucH are the leading facts connected with the
rise and progress of what is called “ Wesleyan Me-
thodism.” The entire system, comprehending all its
arrangements, some writers have attributed to_the
genius of John Wesley, stimulated partly by piety

o2 )
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and benevolence, partly by an indefinite something
which they have called “ enthnsiasm "~ and partly by
ambition. He had no preconcerted plan whatever,
when he entered upon his career as an Itinerant
Preacher, but followed what he believed to be the
openings and guidance of divine Providence, often
in direct opposition to his own prejudices and habits ;
and it is remarkable, that he never had occasion to
retrace any of the steps which he had taken, or to
abandon any of the measures which he adopted
for the advancement of religion. What the world
called “ Methodism ~ he was accustomed to denomi-
nate “ the work of God,” especially when considered
in reference to its effects upon individuals. And
such it unquestionably is, if we are to judge accord-
ing to the principles {:id down in the Gospel. The
members of the Methodist societies are, in the first
instance, convinced of sin, and weep and pray under
a consciousness of their guilt and , as did the
three thousand Jews on the day of pentecost, Saul
at Damascus, and the jailor at Philippi. Like those
ancient penitents, they obtain relief, not by works
of law, much less by worldly amusements or gay
company, but by believing in élmst as the great and
only atonement. When they have thus come to
Christ, trusting in his sacrifice and intercession, they
find rest to their souls. Their consciences are purged
from dead works ; guilty fear gives place in their
minds-to filial love; sin ceases to have the dominion
over them ; they hate it, and abstain from all appear-
ance of it. They love God; they sanctify his Sab-
baths ; they reverence his name ; they delight in his
ordinances ; and they daily worship him in spirit and
in truth. They love one amother; they take plea-
sure in each other’s society, and delight to serve each
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other in love ; joyfully anticipating an endless union
in heaven with Christ their common Lord and Sa-
viour. At the same time they cherish a kind and
generous concern for the welfare of the whole human
race ; and hence their exertions to bring mankind,
both at home and abroad, into the same holy and
happy state with themselves. It cannot be said that
all have attained to this; but this is the standard to
which they are all taught to aspire: and all this is
unquestionably realized by tens of thousands of peo-
le in these realms, whose spirit and conduct are
ily open to the public observation.

erever these fruits of righteousness are, there

God is present in the power of his Spirit. They
are not produced b{ any mere efforts of human na-
ture. “ Who can bring a clean thing out'of an un-
clean” but God himself? Repentance is the gift of
Christ. (Acts v. 31.) The Holy Spirit takes away
the heart of stone, and gives the heart of flesh.
(Ezek. xxxvi. 26.) “It is God that justifieth.”
(Rom. viii. 33.) It is “the God of hope” that
“fills” men “with all joy and peace in believing.”
(Rom. xv. 13.) It is He that sends forth the Spirit
of his Son into the hearts of believers, “crying,
Abba, Father ;” and bearing witness with their spi-
-rits that they are the children of God. (Gal.iv. 6;
Rom. viii. 16.) It is the law of the Spirit of life
in Christ Jesus that makes men free from the law of
sin and death. (Rom. viii. 2.) The holy love of
God and man is an emanation from Him, the foun-
tain and pattern of all excellence. “Love is of God ;
and every one that loveth is born of God, and know-
eth God.” (1 John iv. 7.) It is the Father that
makes men meet for the inheritance of the saints in
light; (Col. i. 12;) and of those who, possessing

o3
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this meetness, groan to be clothed upon with their
house which is from heaven, it is said; “ He that
hath wrought us for the selfsame thing is God.”
(2 Cor. v. 5.)

The religion which is taught in the Methodist pul-
pits, and exemplified in the experience and conduct
of the Methodist societies in general, has ever been
regarded by its adherents as the very Christiani
which is described in the New Testament, and whi
was practised in the apostolical churches. The re-
semblance between the primitive Christians and the
Wesleyan societies has indeed been confessed by a
competent and disinterested witness, Archdeacon
Paley, himself not very prone to indulge in enthu-
siastic ardour, or flights of imagination. ¢ After
men became Christians,” says he, “much of their
time was spent in prayer and devotion, in religious
meetings, in celebrating the eucharist, in conferences,
in exhortations, in preaching, in an affectionate in-
tercourse with one another, and correspondence with
other societies. Perhaps their mode of life, in its
form and habit, was not very unlike the Unilas
Fratrum, or the modern Methodists.” *

The Methodist ministry, under which these effects
are produced, has, from the beginning, unquestion-
ably been sanctioned by the divine influence and
blessing. The success of Mr. Wesley's preaching
has been attributed to his simple and effective elo-
quence, gently touching the springs of human action,
and to the interesting objects by which he was often
surrounded, especially when addressing multitudes
in the open air. But those who thus speak forget
that the same effects were produced under the
preaching of other men, many of whom were “rude

* Evidences of Religion, Part First, chap. i.
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in speech;” and that they were also produced in
plain chapels, in barns, in private houses, and in the
entire absence of those objects which are assumed
to possess a charm so powerful. It should be ob-
served, too, that the preaching in question was not
formed according to tﬂe rules of art, like that of the
French orators who figured in the court of Louis
the Fourteenth. It was not characterized by pretty
and elegant turns of thought; nor was it generally
addressed to persons of paetic and tender sensibili-
ties ; but more frequently to men who were brutally
ignorant, and diabolically wicked. Yet many of these
were converted from the error of their way. Theirs
was not a sentimental conversion, but a thorough
renewal of their nature. They were turned ﬁ-oml:ie
love and practice of sin to both inward and outward
holiness; and the change was permanent. From
the time of their conversion till their spirits returned
to God, their deportment was blameless; and their
spirit devout, cheerful, and benevolent.

Here again, according to the Bible, (and its teach-
ing on this subject is confirmed by true philosoﬁxy,)
the hand of God is to be acknowledged. ven
agostoliml preaching without the gracious operation
of the Holy Spirit, must have been powerless and
ineffectual. “}‘have planted,” says St. Paul, “and
Apollos watered ;” but the Apostle, with all his ac-
quired learning and inspired theology, and Apollos,
eloquent as he was and mighty in the Scriptures,
must both have laboured in vain, had no supernatural
agency been put forth. ¢ God gave the increase.
So then neither is he that planteth any thing, neither
he that watereth ; but God that giveth the increase.”
(1 Cor. iii. 6, 7.) Without him talents of the high-
est order may be put in requisition; philosophy,
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learning, fancy, argument, taste, may put forth all
their :nge,rgies?yet the callous and depraved heart of
fallen man will not surrender itself to Christ. Men
are saved only when the Gospel comes to them “ not
in word only, but in power, and in the Holy Ghost,
and in much assurance.” (1 Thess. i. 5.) Through-
out the New Testament, therefore, the success of
the Christian ministry is assumed to be a subject of
prayer to the God of all grace. For when Christ is
not present in the power of his Spirit, the demon
of human depravity sets the Preacher at defiance.
“The carnal mind,” which is ‘“enmity against God,”
will never yield to any power less than divine. The
‘Wesleys and their fellow-labourers were eminentl
men of prayer. They called incessantly upon Go«{,
that he would not only touch their lips with fire, but
apply the truths of his law and Gospel to the under-
standings and consciences of their hearers; and the
result is matter of history. The promised sign was
given. Thousands of men, proverbially profligate
and wicked, were undeniably made fana.kers of the
divine nature ; and wherever the “ clean heart” and
the “right spirit” are found, they exist as the di-
rect “ creation” of God. (Psalm L. 10.)

That a great improvement has taken place in the
establiahedg:}hurch of this country, is a fact which
no candid observer can deny, and in which every
good man must rejoice. There has been within her
pale a great increase of spiritual religion, and of ac-
tive and laborious zeal, e efforts of Churchmen
in providing evangelical instruction in neglected dis-
tricts at home, in the distribution of the holy Serip-
tures, in extending the benefits of education, and
in sending Missionaries to the Heathen, exceed those
of former times beyond all comparison. Several of
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her children delight to contemplate this improved
state of things as a benefit which has been conferred
upon her altogether independently of Methodism,
and especially of Wesleyan Methodism. Far be it
from us to say anything on this subject that can be
considered justly offensive to any sincere and upright
Churchman who is sensitive concerning his Church’s
honour. The facts of the case, however, should be
stated, that disinterested observers may form their
own judgment on the question. We think it unde-
niable, 1. That this revival of spiritual religion did
not appear in the Church till the voices of the Wes-
leys and Mr. Whitefield had been heard in almost
every part of the land, and the influence of their
labours was strongly felt. 2. That several of the
more devout, zealous, and influential of the Clergy,
during the last century, were avowedly in close con-
nexion with the Wesleys. Such were Piers and Per-
ronet in Kent; Grimshaw, in the west of York-
shire ; Sellon, in Leicestershire ; Fletcher, in Madeley ;
and Crosse, in Bradford. Mr. Crosse even proposed
to resign his vicarage, and become a Methodist
Preacher; and for ome year his name actually
stood on the Minutes of Conference. He was in-
duced to abandon his design, by the advice of Dr.
Coke, and of some other Methodist Preachers, who
thought that he might more effectually serve the
cause of Christ in the Church than in the Methodist
Connexion. 3. Several others of the more pious
and spiritual of the Clergy were for many years the
personal friends of the two Wesleys. Though some
of them disapproved of the anti-Calvinistical theo-
logy of these eminent men, and of the alleged irre~
gularities of Methodism, yet they either corresponded
with the two brothers, mvited them to preach in
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their churches, or had frequent interviews with them,
and were unquestionably affected and stimulated by
their spirit and proceedings. This was the case
with Walker and Thompson in Cornwall ; Vivian
in Devonshire; Venn in Huddersfield ; Crooke in
Leeds and Hunslet; Hervey in Northamptonshire ;
Jones in Southwark ; Sn].lmﬁ:::m Hotham ; Jesse
in the east of Yorkshire; rbrook in Bristol ;
Simpson in Macclesfield ; and many others. 4. With-
in :f: last fifty years many Clergymen, of the cha-
racter in question, have been members of Wesleyan
families, in which they received their early religious
light and impressions. Others of them were edu-
cated by Lady Huntingdon, at her College of Tre-
vecka, and were first made acquainted with divine
truth in connexion with what is called Calvinistic
Methodism. 5. Wesleyan Methodism has greatly
contributed to raise the tone of public feeling on the
subject of religion, so as to induce greater circum-
spection in the clerical character than was previously
either expected or required. Irregularities which
were formerly tolerated in the Ministers of religion,
as matters of course, would now become subjects
of general complaint and animadversion. The in-
fluence of the ministry is greatly increased by its
superior purity. 6. It will hardly be denied that, in
some instances at least, among other'motives, Church-
men have been stimulated, by the active and aggres-
sive character of Methodism, to the erection of new
churches, the formation of schools, and the establish-
ment of Sunday-evening lectures ; from all of which
the Church has been essentially benefited, and the
national interests promoted. 7. It is also, we think,
undeniable, that the ministry of the Wesleys and
Mr. Whitefield, with that of their brethren who
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were like-minded with them, has mainly contributed
to bring into disrepute the cold and heartless preach-
ing which formerly Erevailed, and of which Arch-
bishop Secker and Bishop Horsley so loudly com-

lained. The peculiar doctrines of Christianity are
Eu' more generally insisted upon in the pulpits of
the Establishment than they formerly were; and
listening crowds now attend every Sabbath in places
which were formerly all but deserted, because they
¢ hear words whereby they may be saved,” delivered
with an earnestness and fervour becoming the sub-
jects which are discoursed upon. Whatever of spi-
ritual good exists in any section of the universal
church is produced by the gracious power of Him
who worketh all in all ; and if the Holy Spirit has,
in his merciful sovereignty, made Methodism, in any
of its forms, a means of spiritual life and purity to
the Establishment of this country, there is neither
candour nor piety in the denial of the fact.

That the Church of England has been of the
greatest advantage to the Wesleyan Connexion, con-
sidered as a distinct community, is freely conceded.
It was in the Church that the venerable Founders
of our societies were trained ; and Mr. Wesley de-
clares himself to have been more confirmed in the
doctrine of salvation by faith by reading the Homi-
lies, than by any otker means. Sellon and Fletcher,
the ablest defenders of the Wesleyan theology
against the attacks which were made upon it during
the last century, were both Clergymen. When the
early Methodist Preachers went through the land,
declaring the necessity of inward religion, as dis-
tinguished from mere forms of worship and from
moral duties, they found the way so far made ready
for them by the Church, that an appeal to the
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Liturgy, Articles, and Homilies, was almost every
where responded to; and a nominal Christianity
prepared the way for that “kingdom” which “is
not meat and drink, but righteousness, and peace,
and joy in the Holy Ghost.” The incomparable
Liturgy of the established Church is regularl

used in many of the Wesleyan chz:iels in Englandz
and in all the Mission chapels in the West Indies.
Translations of it have been made by Wesleyan
Missionaries into various languages, for the use of
their congregations, especially in the East. It is
always used in the administration of the Lord’s sup-
per {oth at home and abroad. At the same time,
the sanctified learning which is displayed in the pro-
found and orthodox writings of the Divines of the
Church of England has ever been of the greatest
benefit to the Wesleyan body, as it has to the more
serious and religious part of the community in gene-
ral. This is a debt which can never berepaid. The
writings of Churchmen in opposition to Infidelity,
Popery, and the Arian and Socinian heresies, are
beyond all praise.

Subsequently to the rise of Methodism there was
also a revivn.ly of evangelical religion among the
Dissenters, towards which the ministry of Mr.
Whitefield contributed more directly than that of
the two Wesleys. Yet many of the Dissenting
Ministers, and not a few private members of their
churches, have either belonged to Wesleyan fami-
lies, or at one period of their lives were connected
with the Wesleyan societies. Indirectly, therefore,
as in the case of the established Church, the Dis-
senters are under considerable obligations to the
labours of John Wesley, strongly as some of them
may express their dislike of his theology, and his
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views of ecclesiastical order. The cold and chilling
Arianism which was introduced into the Dissenting
churches at the beginning of the last century, led to
the Socinianism of Taylor, Priestley, and Belsham ;
but other churches were (ormed, in almost all the
large towns of the kingdom, which not only main-
tain all the peculiarities of revealed truth, but exert a
salutary influence upon society, and manifest a most
exemplary zeal in the cause of Christian Missions.
That Wesleyan Methodism has been of great ad-
vantage to the British nation, few persons, it is pre-
sumed, who are competently informed on the subject,
will deny. “Sin is a reproach to any people;” as
well as the sure forerunner of confusion and ruin.
Even law is comparatively powerless, however righ-
teous it may be in principle, unless the consciences
of the people are duly impressed with the obligations.
of religion and morality. When masters are tyran-
nical, and servants are perfidious; when husms
and wives are faithless to each other ; when govern-
ors are careless of the public weal, and subjects are
impatient of all restraint; when the rich are selfish
and overbearing, and the poor are envious and dis-
honest ; when, in the various relations of life, trades-
men and merchants are regardless of justice and
truth ; when parents are neglectful of their children’s
welfare, and children despise and disobey their
gsrents; the people are, by a just retribution of
rovidence, ripe for destruction: and though it may
for a season be delayed, yet its approach is swift and
certain. Misery, in all its forms, personal, domestic,
and national, is the inevitable igzit of abounding
profligacy and wickedness. The dissolution of the
great empires of antiquity is a fearful illustration of
this truth. -

P
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To ascertain the amount of benefit which Great
Britain has derived from Methodism, it will be re-
quisite to advert to the events of the last century
At the beginning of that period, according to the
testimony of unexceptionable witnesses, the elements
of evil existed in frightful magnitude, and were in
full operation. The higher classes were many of
them infidel, and the poor were uneducated, ignorant,
and grossly immoral. The influence of religion, to
a great extent, was withdrawn ; and, as the unavoid-
able consequence, sin prevailed in almost every
diversity of form : for religion is the only basis of
sound morality, and the on]g; effectual restraint upon
the passions and appetites of mankind. If men
neither fear nor love God, it is vain to expect from
them a faithful attention to the duties of life ; for
conscience has lost its power.

In the English nation thus circumstanced a vast
increase of population was about to take place.
‘Wealth, with all its incentives to luxury and indul-
gence, was on the point of being every where dif-
fused. The factory system, congregating together
large masses of people of both sexes, and placing
them together in a heated atmosphere, was soon to
be extensively introduced. The American war of
independence, producing temporary scarcity and want,
-and inviting attention to the republican form of go-
vernment, was at no great distance. Then followed
the French Revolution, with its infidel democracy,
and godless theories of social order, inflaming the
popular mind, and endangering every national insti-
tution. Had this new state of things commenced
while the elements of evil to which we have just
adverted were in full and unrestrained operation, who
can calculate the consequences? By the great mercy
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of God, there was religious principle in the country
to resist the evils which wealth, revolution, and war,
were pouring forth in one mighty tide; but it was
religious principle which, to a considerable extent,
was consequent upon the rise of Methodism. What
other agencies might have been called out in the
various emergencies, to counteract the threatening
evils, and secure the public welfare, had that form
of Christianity which is denominated Methodism
never appeared, we know not; nor does it become
us to speculate upon such a subject. What God in
his providence done, we know; of what he
might have done, we have no knowledge. In times
of unexampled peril and excitement,—times which
it is fearful even to think upon,—it pleased God to
preserve this country in unimpaired strength by
means of religious principle; and that principle, in
a thousand instances, was created by the labours of
the Wesleys, and in many others it was greatly

raised and invigorated by the same means.
" A more loyal man t{rm John Wesley never ex-
isted. His loyalty was not a sentiment, or a preju-
dice, but a principle. It was identified with his
Chnistianity. This is attested by his entire conduct,
and by the numerous pamphlets which he published
on subjects connectes with the national interests.
He succeeded in impressing the same character upon
the societies that acknowledge him as their Founder.
Amidst the disaffection which was produced by the
French Revolution,and the pinchings of the protracted
war, as well as under the terrors of the rampant
Radicalism of a later period, the loyalty of the Me-
thodist body was steadily maintaineg.

The following is an extract from the address of
the Conference to the soc2ieties, in the year 1819,

P
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ublished amidst the distress, the riots, and the dis-
Foyalty of that calamitous period :—‘“ As many of

ou, to whom this measure of national suffering has

een appointed, reside in places where attempts are
making, by ¢ unreasonable and wicked men,’ to ren-
der the privations of the poor the instruments of
their own designs against the peace and the Govern-
ment of our beloved country, we are affectionately
anxious to guard all of you against being led astray
from your civil and religious duties by their dan-
gerous artifices. Remember, you are Christians, and
are called by your profession to exemplify the power
and influence of religion by your patience in suffer-
ing, and by ‘living peaceably with all men. Re-
member that you belong to a religious society, which
has, from the beginning, explicitly recognised as high
and essential Iila.rts of Christian duty, to fear God,
and honour the King; to submit to Magistrates
for conscience’ sake, and not to speak evil of digni-
ties” You are surrounded with persons to whom
these duties are objects of contempt and ridicule.
Show your regard for them, because they are the
doctrines of your Saviour. Abhor those publica-
tions in which they are assailed, along with every
other doctrine of your holy religion: and judge of
the spirit and objects of those who would deceive
you into political parties and associations, by the
vices of their lives, and the infidel malignity of
their words and writings. ¢ Who can bring a clean
thing out of an unclean?’

«“Be it your care, beloved, who are exposed to
this trial, to serve God in all good conscience ; to
¥reserve your minds from political agitations; to
ollow your occupations and duties in life, in peace~

ful seclusion from all strife and tumults: and God
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will, in his own time, appear by his providence to
your relief. We trust our country to his gracious
favour, and doubt not that he will speak good con-~
cerning us.” * )

¢ Righteousness exalteth a nation;” and that
righteousness is one of the direct fruits of the re-
vival of religion, of which the two Wesleys were
among the principal instruments, is matter of public
notoriety. They are not Wesleyan Methodists whose
names fill the criminal calendars at our Assizes, that
figure in the police reports, that crowd the hulks,
and are sent to our penal settlements. Cornwall,
once a land of smugglers and “ wreckers,” and the
terror of seamen, where Methodism has perhaps been
embraced by a larger proportion of the community
than in any other county, is now pronounced the
most moral part of England. There is less crime in
Cornwall, considering the number of the people, than
in any other district of the land. And this is not a
peculiar case. Wherever Wesleyan Methodism pre-
vails, it secures the practice of a pure morality ; and
that, not through the operation of motives derived
from expediency, or selfishness, but by implanting in
the hearts of the people the fear and love of God,
and placing them under the control of a holy and
salutary discipline.

The effects of the Wesleyan doctrine and order
upon families and individuals are equally beneficial.
The people who receive this teaching are impressed
with the truth, that “mneither circumcision availeth
any thing, nor uncircumcision, but a new creature ; ”
and when this truth is realized, as it is in every
penitent believer, “old things are passed away, and
all things are become new.” Ungodly companions

* Minutes of Conferenc::;, vol. v. pp. 62, 63.
P
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and worldly amusements please no longer. * The
ublic-house and the noisy hilarity of profane men
Eave no charms for a regenerated mind. Nothing
is prized, but as it comes from God, and leads to
him. The domestic relations are all sanctified- The
husband and the wife, the parents and the children,
are joined together !mﬁefnr more tender, strong,
and enduring, than of nature. In heaven they
neither marry nor are given in marriage ; but the
children of God are there indissolubly one in him for
ever. Hence their present intercourse with each
other is carried on with a reference to their state of
final blessedness. They read together, with rever-
ent attention, God’s inspired word. They pray toge-
ther daily. The Sabbath, with its sacred joys and
duties, is indeed holy and honourable; especially
because of the opportunities which it brings for
spiritual conversation, and for attendance upon the
ordinances of God’s house. Thousands of such fami-
lies are, at this day, connected with the Wesleyan
societies. Many of them are poor. Their clothing
i8 mean, and their fare scanty. They know nothing
of the elegances and refinements of life. With light
and amusing literature they have little intance.
But they have the Bible, the incomparable hymns
of the €Vesleys, with a few other well-read books
of spiritual instruction. The prosperity of religion
at home, and the details of Missionary labour and
success, inspire them with grateful emotion. The
world knows them not, but they are known unto
the Lord. When death em asunder, they
sorrow not like those who have no hope, but meekly
separate, in compliance with the Lord’s will, under
the cheerful assurance of again meeting in a land
where there is neither death, nor grief, nor pain.
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-The breaking up of families has always been felt as
one of the most biiter of those afflictions to which
human nature is subjected on account of sin. The
religion, therefore, which links them together in an
eternal union, and thus, in fact, prevents their hearts
from being rent asunder even by death, is a greater
blessing than words can express. ‘

“ Godliness is profitable unto all things, having
promise of the life that now is, and of that also
which- is to come.” Never, perhaps, was this scrip-
tural declaration more strikingly illustrated than it
‘has often been in the Wesleyan Connexion. The
dormant mental powers of many a young man have
been effectually roused by the force of his religious
convictions ; and the developement of those powers
has excited the surprise of all who were £reviously
acquainted with him. The personal godliness of
which he has become a-partaker has restrained him
from evil company, from intemperance, and from
every other kind of vice ; and has invested him with
a character of sobriety, industry, and uprightness.
These have commanded confidence, and placed him
first in offices of trust and responsibility, and then
supplied him with the means of acquiring property,
and of being a blessing to his whole neighbourhood.
Some of the most substantial and honourable men
of business in England have been members of the
Wesleyan community; and their success in life
hinged entirely upon those qualities which their
religion supplied. :

But it is with an especial reference to the spiritual
interests of mankind that Methodism will ever be
considered. And here we find matter of sincere
congratulation. Since the commencement of this
work, multitudes, far beyond what many persons
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imagine, have, by God’s blessing upon the Wesle
doctnnagl'ne and order, beenes::)!:gonly reformed, m
made decent and moral, but effectually turned to
God through Christ. Their understandings have
been enlightened by divine truth and grace; their
consciences ed from dead works by an applica-
tion of the blood of Christ; their hearts regenerated
and sanctified ; and: their conduct rendered blameless
and useful. They have become examples of holiness
and devotion; and have lived the life of faith, and
of happy intercourse with God. Piety has, to them,
been a source of pure and elevated enjoyment under
all the trials and sorrows of their earthly pilgrimage.
If there is a period when the true characters of
men appear, it 1s that in which they anticipate a
speedy removal into the world of spirits, and to
“reap,” through everlasting ages, according as the
have “sown” during the present life. The strengt{
of their attachment to earthly objects, their confi-
dence in God, and submission to his will, are then
put to the severest test. A death-bed is a detecter
of the heart.” To endure the pains of mortal sick-
ness and actual dissolution, and the still severer pains
of separation from connexions the most tender and
endeared, and to enter upon an untried and endless
state of existence,—not with the gﬁed firmness
of a stoic, nor the profane and unna indifference
of an infidel, but with calm resignation, with peni-
tent, but unfaltering confidence in the sacrifice, the
power, the love, and the faithfulness of Christ, and
in joyful hope of a blessed immortality through him,
—is an object of the highest interest and importance ;
and one in which the power of Christianity was most
blessedly seen in the early ages of the church. In
this, too, we think, the nature and value of that
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form of Christianity to which the name of “ Method-
ism” is given, are strikingly seen. Some of the
holiest and most sublime scenes the writer of these

es has ever witnessed, or ever expects to witness
on this side of eternity, have been in the dying
chambers of persons belonging to the Wesleyan
body : some of them poor, and uneducated, except in
religion ; and others of them sitfrounded by every
means of personal indulgence, and all the enjoyments
of domestic life. The periodical and other publica-
tions of the Connexion have, from the beginning,
borne ample testimony on this subject. To those
who are enduring the pangs of bereavement, the
consolation arising from the remembrance of the
unfeigned piety and peaceful end of their departed
friends, is of the most solid and durable kind, and
mightily alleviates the anguish of separation. They
weep ; for “nature unreproved ” may drop her tears
at the remembrance of the pious dead; but their
tears of sorrow for those that sleep in Jesus are also
tears of gratitude, of joy, and of hope.

How many human spirits are now in the heavenly
paradise, brought thither by God’s blessing upon the
ministry of the Wesleys, and upon the plans which

-they adopted and sanctioned; and how many, in

times to come, will be brought thither in connexion
with those plans; are questions on which we have
no right to speculate. They are among the “ secret
things” which “belong unto the Lord our God.”
They will, however, be disclosed when the Almighty
Judge shall send forth his angels with the great
sound of a trumpet, to gather together his elect from
the four winds of heaven; and when pardoned and
sanctified men shall come from the east, and from
the west, and from the north, and from the south,
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and shall sit down with Abraham, and Isaac, and
Jacob, in the kingdom of Christ and of God.

There are persons who can see nothing in the
ministry and success of the Wesleys, and of their
fellow-labourers and successors, but unmixed and
inexcusable evil. With such persons at present we
will enter into no dispute. We think the conver-
sion of men from mi and sin to holiness and
peace, and the rescuing of myriads of deathless spirits
from perdition, of greater moment than the mainte-
nance of any mere system of church order whatever.
Those who think otherwise are welcome to their own
opinion. It is one which we are not inclined to
adopt. To the members of the Wesleyan societies
these pages are principally addressed ; and we think
that, on a review of the rise, progress, and present
state of our community, at the conclusion of this the
first century of our existence, united and grateful
thanksgiving to God will be acknowledged as an
appropriate, and indeed imperative, duty. In the
autumn of the year 1839 the Centenary of Method-
ism will be celebrated; as it will then be just one °
hundred years since Mr. Wesley formed the first of
the United Societies.

God forbid that in this celebration we should glory
in man. If we do, we shall grieve the Holy Spirit,
and bring a blight upon our work. God will “spread
dung upon our faces,” and spurn both us and our
unhallowed services. He is jealous of his honour ;
and the glory which belongs to him he will not share
with any other being, either in earth or heaven.
The view of Methodistical agency and success which
is presented in these pages is not intended to inspire
pride and vain-glory, but to show the nature and
extent of the benefit for which our thanks ought to
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be presented to the God of all grace. The Wesleys,
and their noble companion in evangelical labour, Mr.
‘Whitefield, were indeed extraordinary men; but
they were not men casually brought into existence,
and whose powers were casually called forth by the
circumstances of the times, as a profane and godless

hilosophy would insinuate. They were raised u

y God, as the instruments of his mercy to the world.
The peculiar talents with which they were endued
were his gift. Their piety, their zeal for the divine
glory, their yeaming pity for ignorant and wicked
men, their meek endurance of opposition, and their
ﬁatience in toil and suffering, were all the effects of

is holy inspiration. The whole of their success in
turning men to Christ depended upon the exertion
of the divine power ; for no man can come to Christ
unless he be drawn by the Father. The good that
was in them was all of God; and whatever was in
them of weakness, infirmity, error, and sin, was of
themselves. While, therefore, we think upon our
_ fathers in this work,—of the generations that have

entered into rest through their %abonrs,—of the tens
of thousands in different parts of the world, who are
following in the same path,—of the various agencies
which are now employed to extend and perpetuate
this work,—and o¥ e cheering tokens of spiritual
prosperity which we still witness,—let us beware
of confining our attention to second causes. The
hand of God is in all this; and the entire glory must
be given to his infinite goodness. He is *“great in
counsel, and mighty in work.”

- The manner in which this work has been carried
on is worthy of especial observation. Luther gave
it as his opinion, that revivals of religion rarely last
more than ome generation, or about thirty years.
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But this has continued more than thrice that period,
and presents no signs of general decay. When the
two Wesleys were unable to meet the wants of the
neglected porlation of this kingdom, and their
brethren in the ministry almost every where refused
to unite with them, it pleased God to raise up from
among their own spiritual children the assistance
that was needed. Nor has there ever been wanting,
from that period to the present time, men suitably
ualified to carry on this work in all its departments.
hough no one man could supply the place of Mr.
Wesley, yet several have been raised up to exemplify
his principles, and carry out his plans into practical
effect. Some of them have been particularly suited
to labour in the Mission field ; others, to extend the
work at home ; and others again, to give a right
direction and character to the whole. 'Who that
knows the history of the Connexion can forbear to
thank God for the manly sense, the sound discretion,
the unbending integrity, the deep religious experi-
ence, the governing wisdom of Alexander Mather?
the godly sincerity, the unaffected piety, the edifying
and spiritual ministry of John Pawson? the frank
and generous spirit, the charming and effective elo-
quence of Samuel Bradburn? the sound learning,
the theological and biblical erudition, the powe:
awakening, and instructive ministry of Joseph Ben~
son? the unwearied diligence and application, the
varied scholarship, the simple, argumentative, and
energetic preaching of Adam Clarke? the compre-
hensive intellect, the sublime conceptions, the rich
and vigorous imagination, the unwearied Missionary
zeal, the personal sanctity of Richard Watson?
hese eminent men, with their equally devout and
faithful, but less distinguished, brethren, devoted all
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their. talents and influence to this work ; and their
labour has not been in vain in the Lord. The Chris-
tians at Jerusalem “glorified God in” 8t. Paul ; and
we ought to follow their example with respect to the
men whom he now qualifies to explain, enforce, and
defend his truth, and especially those in the benefits
of whose ministry we ourselves participate.

It is not an ordinary degree of gratitude that will
suffice in this case. The benefits to be acknow
ledged are incalculably numerous, and momentous
beyond all thought. ~Multitudes of people have
been saved from sin and wrath. Inseveral instances
the elder branches of our families, our revered
fathers and mothers, as well as we ourselves, have
been of the number; and it will be well for us indi-
vidually to inquire, in the fear and in the presence
of GO({ what, in all probability, would have been
our situation, had it not been for that teaching by
which we were turned ¢from darkness to light, and
from the power of Satan unto God ;” as well as for
the discipline under which we have been placed, and
the spiritual helps with which we have been favoured
as members of the Wesleyan society. That we
might have been converted and saved by other means,
is true; but it is equally true that we were not.
God, in the wise dispensations of his providence
and e, otherwise determined ; and for the means
by which he was pleased to bring us to himself, our
grateful offerings are justly due. “We have heard
with our ears, and our fathers have declared unto us,
the noble works which He did in their days, and in
the old time before them.” We ourselves have wit-
nessed the same “ works” in our own families and
neighbourhoods, and have realized his operations in
our own hearts. On the occasion, then, of the happy

Q
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Centenary which we are about to celebrate, while
families and individuals shed tears of gratitude
before the Lord, and present their thanksgivings to
him “apart,” let there be also in every place “a
holy convocation to the Lord." Let “ young men and
maidens, old men and children, enter into his gates
with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise.”
Let worldly business for the day be suspended, and
nothing be thought of nor talked about but God,
and his works of mercy. Let no heart remain un-
affected, but every breast heave with holy emotion ;
and the voices of the assembled worshippers be lifted
up like the noise of many waters. “Let the peo-
ple praise thee, O God ; yea, let all the people praise
thee.” Let self be every where annihilated, and the
Lord alone exalted.

It is earnestly to be hoped that nothing of unhal-
lowed exclusiveness, or bigotry, will be indulged on
this joyful occasion. Myriads of people in the estab-
lished Church of this country, and among the various
classes of evangelical Dissenters, as well as in other
lands, who “follow not with us,” are nevertheless
Eartakers with us of “like precious faith,” as that

y which we are saved from sin; and it is a part
of our Christianity to cherish a spirit of universal
love, and to hold communion with the true church
of God, especially by prayer for them, and thanks-
givings on their account. Il would it become the
spiritual children of John and Charles Wesley, two
of as truly catholic men as ever existed, to raise
the ungodly and fanatical cry, “The temple of the
Lord, the temple of the Lord, the temple of the
Lord, are we!” to the exclusion of the other mem-
bers of the t Christian family, in the midst of
whom our g:iour dwells and walks. “Grace be
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with all them that love our Lord Jesus Christ in sin-
cerity.”

It is recommended that the poor members of the
Methodist societies should, on this festive occasion,
receive of the bounty of the more affluent ; and that
the same favour should be extended to Sunday-
scholars, and other children belonging to our schools.
Thus Ezra directed the Jews, when they rejoiced at
the reading of the law, to “send portions unto them
for whom nothing was prepared,” as an expression
of thanksgiving to God. W?efn these intelligent chil-
dren inquire, “ What mean ye by this service 2" let
their teachers and parents tell them, that one hun-
dred years ago, when ignorance and sin overspread
this land, it pleased to raise up a small num-
ber of good and faithful men, who went through
the country, warning the people, and calling them to
repentance ; that thousands took the warning; that,
as the consequence of the revival of religion, which
thus began, England is now filled with Bibles, and
Sunday-schools, and places of worship; that multi-
tudes of people have died in the Lord, and gone to
heaven, since this work was commenced ; and that,
on the other side of the world, where Missionaries
are labouring, children are assembled in schools by
thousands, and old people with spectacles are learn-
ing to read the Scriptures. Thus let these “little
ones” be invited to join in the hymn of praise, and
cry hosanna to Him who is at once David’s Son and
David’s Lord.

The truest respect that can be shown to the me-
mory of the Wesleys is to imitate their piety and
zcal, and thus to follow them as they followed
Christ. While celebrating the intended Centenary,
we shall be unavoidably 1 5 to think of the manner

Q
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in which they preached, and prayed, and strove to
save souls from death, and of the motives and feel-
ings by which they were actuated in their self-deny-
ing and exhausting labours; and happy will it be
if we should catch the same spirit. And indeed
why should we not? They were made what they
were by the anointing of the Holy One which was
upon them ; and the same T’ayer of faith will bring
upon us an unction equally rich and sanctifying.
The present times are somewhat different from those
in which these men of God lived; but the duties
of both are substantially the same: and we have -
never known a period when there was a greater need
of that plain, faithful, and rousing ministry, of which
the Wesleys set the example, than there is at this
day. True evangelical preaching is not to be at-
tained by a superficial acquaintance with the mere
elements of divine truth, nor does it consist in the
endless repetition of favourite phrases ; but in a
sound amr faithful exposition of God’s own word,
and an application of it to the understandings and
hearts of the people. Greatly is this wanted. Mam-~
mon is still the god of a large proportion of our men
of business. It cannot perhaps be said that a godless
philosophy is a leading characteristic of our literary
and scientific' men ; but in a majority of cases phi-
losophy is separated from revealed truth. Never
was so much attention paid to “ natural theology ;"
but some of the men who make the greatest noise
on this subject, by their silence concerning the Bible,
which contains the principles of all that is really
valuable in their speculations, too strongly intimate
that they have no faith in that holy and inspired
boek. Mighty efforts are now made, especially by
means of the press, to circulate what is called ¢ use-
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ful knowledge ; ” but in the publications which are
sent forth avowedly for this purpose, the doc-
trine of ¢ Christ crucified” is not found. This is
a sufficiently obvious intimation that there is, in the
estimation of the parties concerned, no real *“use”
in this “ knowledge,” even though St. Paul prized it
above every other, and preached it to both Jew and
Gentile as the most important of all acquirements.

In the manufacturing districts, and some of the
lmgle provincial towns, infidelity, in a form more
malignant and diabolical than it ever previously as-
sumed in England, is making rapid progress. KEvery
effort is tried, not only to alienate the popular mind
from all faith in the revelation which God bas made,
but to establish principles subversive of all morality,
and of all domestic and social order. The rights of
property, and the perpetui'y of the marriage relation,
are peremptorily denied ; and the worst passions of
our fallen nature are freed from all effectual restraint,
by a denial of the moral government of God. Pre-
sumptuous and bad men propose to introduce a new
order of society, without religion, without morality,
without God. In many places they are labouring
with all their might to corrupt the children and youth
of our land, by instilling into their minds the worst
principles, and by urging them to the actual perpe-
tration of the foulest deeds.

The attempts which are now made to revive the
interests of Popery in Great Britain are more stre-
nuous and extended than those of any former period
since the Reformation. Romish places of worship,
and several of them imposing by the magnificence
of their architecture, are rising in almost all parts of
the land. Schools are opened and gratuitous educa~
tion is offered to Protestant children, for the purpose
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of training them in the old idolatry and superstition.
In some parts of the country, Priests are going from
house to house among the peasantry, to bring them
back to the Church of Rome. In the first instance,
they refuse to converse with the people on the sub-
ject of religion at all. They visit them merely as
friends ; and offer little accommodations to such as
may be suffering from affliction. 'When suspicion is
removed, and confidence in some degree gained, the
peculiarities of Pl?]gery are gradually introduced and
recommended. eir “coming,” as St. Paul ex-
presses it, is “ with all deceivableness of unrighte-
ousness.”

Under present circumstances, there is no room for
the slightest relaxation of effort in any section of the
Protestant community. It becomes the Wesleyan
body especially, in common with all who value the
Reformation and the pure doctrines of Christianity,
to redouble their exertions to preserve the people
of England from the corrupt leaven and secns,ar
dominion of Papal Rome. is may be done by a
more general distribution of the holy Scriptures ; for
I’osery can never succeed among a people that pray,
and that study the Bible. It withers to the very
roots under the direct rays of revealed truth. By
preaching justification by faith, Luther shook the
Papal throne ; and by the same means the Protest-
ant Churches of England have been raised into new
life. Mr. Wesley did not attempt to guard the peo-
ple against some particular errors a.nguvices merely,
but against these evils in every form ; and he secured
this by instrumentally making them Christians. He
declared to them the entire sinfulness of their
nature, the fearful amount of their guilt, and their
continual exposure to the miseries of hell. Having
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succeeded in convincing them of sin, and in bring-
ing them to repentance, he directed them to Christ
as their Saviour, and encouraged them to believe in
him with the heart unto righteousness. Thus be-
lieving, the love of God was shed abroad in their
hearts by the Holy Ghost which was given unto them.
They were made both happy and holy; and while
they held fast their confidence, it was in vain that
the abettors of error tried to perplex them, by say-
ing, “Lo, Christ is here!” or, ‘Lo, Christ is there!”
They felt him to be within them the hope of glory ;
and hence arose their stability.

With nothing short of this should we ever be
contented. This will preserve the people effectually
against the sorceries of Rome, come from what
&uarter they may; and, above all, it will prepare

em to die in peace, and to enter into heaven.

The Centenary will afford a suitable opportunity
for the entire body of Wesleyan Methodists, both
Ministers and societies, to bind themselves afresh to
God and to one another, in the steadfast purpose
that they will more earnestly than ever aspire to the
full possession of the mind that was in Christ, and
labour to bring all around them into the same state
of purity and spiritual enjoyment. Mr. Wesley
declared himself to be sick of opinions, of idle con-
troversies, and of the strife of words. He loathed
this frothy food, and called for Christian godliness in
its life and power. Neither with respect to himself,
nor those that heard him, would he be satisfied with
anything less than the holy, happy love of God and
man springing from a sense of God’s mercy in Christ,
and expressing itself in all piety, righteousness,
benevolence, and truth. Those who live without
this fall short of the great end for which they were
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created and redeemed, and will through everlasting
ages lament their sin and folly. Many persons pro-
fessing Christian godliness, and some of them even
sustaining the sacred office, are wasting their lives
and destroying their influence by the eager pursuit
of political objects of very doubtful character. * Let
the'dead bury their dead : go thou and preach the
kingdom of God.” The conversion of men to Christ
must be the one object of our ministry, of our plans
of education, of our Missionary exertions, and
indeed, of all our proceedings.

To strengthen the various institations of Wes~
leyan Methodism, and thus render the efforts of the
Connexion to spread true religion, both at home
and abroad, still more extended and effective, it is
intended to connect the devotional acts of the Cen-
tenary with pecuniary contributions. The more
wealthy of our people throughout the. land have
enrolled their names, and specified the amount of
their intended donations. Such a display of Chris-
tian liberality was never before witnessed in the
Wesleyan body. The largeness of the sums has
inde excite(f general observation. The less
wealthy of our societies and congregations, and even
the poor, must also have an opportunity of showi.zg
their good-will to the cause; and it may be hop
that the aggregate will be worthy of the occasion,—
a becoming expression of gratitude for benefits
already received, and of zeal for the extension of the
same benefits to the ends of the earth.

THE END.
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