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Holiness in the Trans-Pacific Religious Experiences 

Introduction: Holiness movement and religious experience 

Prof. Myung Soo Park, Ph .D. 

Church History 

Seoul Theological Universi ty 

The founder of the Methodist Church, John Wesley, stressed the Bible and religious experience as 

the most important two factors in Christian faith. 1 The Bible is the foundation of the Christian faith 

and lets us know the objective contents of the faith, which we have to pursue. The religious experience 

is to make the contents of the Bible our own. If there is only the Biblical knowledge and no religious 

experience, which accompanies it, then it will be regarded as a religious credo only. On the other hand, 

if the religious experience is emphasized while there is no Biblical foundation for it, then it will 

prompt for a wrongful mysticism.2 The Holiness Church in Korea as a descendent of Wesley's spirit , 

stressed both the Bible and its experience altogether. 

The Wesleyan Holiness Movement believed the doctrine of holiness as the essential idea of the 

Bible and called their idea of holiness the Scriptural Holiness. This Wesleyan holiness doctrine, which 

is rooted in the Wesleyan revival movement of the eighteenth century, was developed by the American 

Holiness movement of the nineteenth century, and was introduced to Korean Holiness Churches in the 

twentieth century, is based on human depravity or sinful nature . The humankind is born with a 

depravity, which has been inherited from the original sin of Adam. This depravity is partially 

destroyed at the moment of regeneration. However, it lingers afterwards to lead us into sin again. 

Therefore, in order to be totally free from this depravity and to reach holiness or entire sanctification, 

it is believed that we have to experience a radical change, which is called the baptism of the Holy 

Spirit. Wesleyan Holiness movement stressed this point clearly. Thus, the most important. point to the 

holiness movement proponents was whether they had experienced the holiness experience or the 

Dr. Chongnam Cho, the former president of Seoul Theological College (now Seoul Theo logical University), stresses the 
Bible and experience among the four standards of John Wesley, the Bible, tradition, reason, and experience. The tradi tion 
and reason are dealt with in the context of hermeneutics : Chongnam Cho, John Wesley's Theology (Seoul : Christian 
Literature Society in Korea, 1984 ), pp. 56-94. 

2 For the relationship between the Bible and experience from the perspective of evangelicalism and the Hol iness Church, 
present president of STU, Chang-Geun Mock, " Evangelicalism and Religious Experience, " Theology and M ission, 30 



baptism of the Holy Spirit. As the experience of conversion was important to the Puritans, the 

experience of holiness was important to the Wesleyan Holiness movement. 

The Korea Evangelical Holiness Church, the most important and biggest holiness denomination in 

Korea believes in this Wesleyan Holiness doctrine as the most important essence among its doctrines. 

The constitution of the Holiness Church in Korea writes, " the entire sanctification or holiness means 

receiving the Baptism of the Holy Spirit through Jesus Christ, and it is the experience to receive after 

being born again by the faith. Additionally, the holiness cleans us from the inbred sin, distinguishes us 

to receive the power to achieve the will of God."3 The Holiness Church in Korea maintains the view 

that holiness is the baptism of the Holy Spirit. More specifically, it explains the holiness as 1) given 

after being born, 2) given by the faith, 3) is experienced instantaneously, 4) makes us cleansed from 

our inbred sin, and 5) empowers to carry our mission. 

This paper desires to examine how this Wesleyan Holiness experience reached Korean Christians 

from the American Holiness movement activists through Oriental Missionary Society .4 It is important 

in the study of the holiness movement to investigate how the Wesleyan holiness doctrine reached 

Korea for the sake of the doctrinal perspective. However, it is as equally important to study how this 

Wesleyan holiness experience is shared with Wesleyan Holiness people in the Trans Pacific region. It 

is this bond of shared feeling of the experience, which is as equally important as and perhaps even 

more important than the bond in the doctrinal perspective. This paper intends to examine how the 

experience of holiness, which is the essence of the holiness movement, is witnessed and shared in the 

both sides of the Pacific. 

Radical Experience of American Holiness Movement 

A. Martin Wells Knapp: "Out of Egypt into Canaan" 

I'd like to start this paper by discussing the experience of the radical holiness movement of the late 

nineteenth century, which was the direct background for the Holiness Church in Korea. The Oriental 

Missionary Society (OMS), which was the main source of the holiness movement in Japan, Korea, and 

other Asian countries, was the result of this radical holiness movement. The radical holiness 

movement is rooted in the ministry of Martin Wells Knapp, who was the cofounder of International 

Apostolic Holiness Union and the first principal of God's Bible School.5 

Knapp was born of a Methodist family in Calhoun County of Michigan on March 27, 1853.6 His 

(200.+), pp. 47-63. 
3 Myung-Jik Lee, A Brief History of the Oriental Missionary Society Holiness Church in Korea (Seoul: the Board of Directors 

of Oriental Missionary Society, 1929), p. 13. 
4 The model for this study is Estrclda Alexander, "Conversion and Sanctification in Nineteenth-century African American 

Wesleyan Women, 11 Conversion in the Wesleyan Tradition, Kenneth Collins and John I-I. Tyson, ed. (Nashiville: Abingdon 
Press, 2001), pp. 83-100 . 

.'i William Kostlevy, 11 No Silver, No Gold: The Burning Bush Movement and the Communitarian Holiness Vision," (PhD diss., 
University of Notre Dame, 1996). 

6 For a detailed biography of Knapp and Martin W. Knapp, A. M. Hills, A H ero of Faith and Power: Life of Martin Wells 
Knapp (Noblesville, IN: Newby Book Room, 1973); for Knapp's personal testimony, Martin W. Knapp, Out of Egypt into 
Canaan: or Lessons in Spiritual Geography (Albion, MI: The Revivalist, 1889), pp. 187-196. 
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mother was a devout Methodist. She used to leave Scriptural verses for Knapp to read on his desk. 

Nevertheless, Knapp revolted. He refused to go in the house when a pastor was making a home visit. 

He assisted his father and engaged in farming business. At the age of seventeen, he was admitted to 

Albion College. In the college, he met another woman of faith , Lucy J. Glenn. She became Knapp 's 

wife later on. Glenn made it clear to Knapp that she could not have the same yoke with a person, who 

had not repented. Knapp, who started the life of faith since the childhood, had the fear of the final 

judgment. God used the judgment to have Knapp repent. 7 After all, Knapp gave up everything and 

decided to obey the Lord. He became reborn. Later, Knapp married Glenn and became a minister of 

the Michigan annual conference in Methodist Episcopal Church. 

This was an unforgettable event for Knapp much like crossing the Red Sea. However, there was 

another obstacle to cross over for Wesleyan Holiness movement. That was to cross the Jordan River 

after traversing the wilderness. Knapp never returned to the secular world after his experience of 

regeneration. The power of sin was destroyed in his heart. However, he was not completely cleansed. 

Knapp knew in his heart that there were some parts of him, which had not submitted to Christ entirely. 

In other words, there was still an element of depravity in his heart, i.e. residue sin. This remained sin 

or carnal nature was still fighting against the spiritual power in his heart. True peace only comes after 

the war is over. 

Knapp was taught of this point clearly in a Bishop William Taylor's meeting, which was held in 

June 1882.8 He advised Knapp not to play in a shallow steam of grace but to go into the deep sea of 

God's grace. He was advising Knapp to pursue the full grace of holiness. From this moment on, Knapp 

began to pray on this matter. One day in November, while he was meditating on the words of the 

Scripture in 1 John 1:9, he was made fully aware of his sinful nature and remembered the Scriptural 

verse, which promised complete cleansing from all sin, when he laid out all his sin and confessed it. 

That moment, Knapp experienced the grace of holiness. Now, Knapp crossed the Jordan River and 

entered Canaan. He received "the blessed baptism of the Spirit that cleanses from inbred sin and fills 

with perfect love."9 

Knapp's religious experience did not end here. He suffered from heat prostration for a long time, 

and, because of this health problem, he had a difficult time in the college and his ministry. Thus, the 

physicians advised Knapp to quit the ministry and take a rest. But Knapp experienced not only the 

grace of holiness but also the grace of divine healing at the same time. Nevertheless, Knapp said that 

this physical healing could be regarded as a shadow only when compared to the spiritual blessing. 

However, the spiritual healing is related to the physical healing simultaneously, and it results in full 

salvation. 10 

7 

8 

Knapp began to possess three clear convictions through his experience. The first was the 

Hills, A Hero of Faith and Pm-ver: Lzfe of Martin Wells Knapp, pp . 32-33. Wesley mentioned the fea r of death as a standard 
of conversion in Kenneth J. Collins, "Wesley and the Fear of Death as a Standard of Conversion,'' Conversion in the 

Wesleyan Tradition, Kenneth Collins and John H. Tyson, ed., pp. 56-58. 
David Bundy, "Bishop William Taylor and Methodist Mission: A Study in Nineteenth Century Social I Iistory," Methodist 

History 27 (July 1989). 
9 Knapp, Out of Egypt into Canaan, p. 192. 
1° Knapp, Out of Egypt into Canaan, p. 194. 
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experience of holiness, which he pursued all along, i.e. entering Canaan. The second was the 
conviction for the gospel of divine healing. The third was that God was leading him to the special 
evangelism ministry to share his religious experience rather than working as a pastor in a local church. 
When you receive the Holy Sprit, you have to share the experience with others. That is the path for the 

holiness preachers to follow. 

Knapp's experience is very important for the trans-Pacific holiness movement. The reason was that 
most of early missionaries of the Oriental Missionary Society were graduates of God 's Bible School, 
which Knapp established, and Knapp's experience was the exemplar model for them to follow. The 
purpose of the holiness movement is to repeat this kind of experience after all. 

B. Charles E. Cowman: "God's Will" 

A person, who demands more direct attention in regard to Oriental Missionary Society, may be its 
founder, Charles E. Cowman. Cowman's biography, Missionary Warrior, had been read by all 
missionaries of the OMS and was suggested as an example of a holiness experience. Cowman was 
born of a traditional Methodist family at Toulon, Illinois in March 1868 and began his religious life 
early. However, he deeply indulged in secular pleasures even after getting married. Meanwhile, his 
wife, Lettie Cowman, attended a revival prayer meeting of a Grace Methodist Church in Chicago and 
repented fully to receive Jesus Christ as the savior. Lettie was fond of music from the childhood and 
felt a peace, which she never experienced in a secular music, through the praises sung at the revival 

. 11 meeting. 

Lettie suggested her husband to come forward to the altar for repentance and to begin the religious 
life together again. However, Charles Cowman refused, and Lettie alone walked to the altar. At this 
moment, Charles Cowman felt a deep chasm between him and his wife. He wanted to follow his wife, 
but his pride would not allow it. After the revival meeting, he and his wife came back home. Once at 
home, Cowman knelt in front of God and confessed his sin. He prayed to God to take this prodigal son 
in. God answered Charles Cowman with a conviction that his sin was cleansed by the precious blood 
of Jesus on the Cross. Now, he received the grace of experiencing regeneration. 

Cowman started his religious life once again with fervor. No one in the Grace Methodist Church 
was as devoted as Cowman. There was a layman Christian in the church named George Simister. He 
told Cowman his own experience. Simister explained that the experience was manifested after 
regeneration and that it makes him not to be swayed by doubt and confusion. Cowman thought he had 
this experience. However, Cowman realized that he had not reached this stage after showing a temper 
over a trivial matter at his workplace. Simister told Cowman that the bitter root of sin (inbred sin) 
remained in him yet to cause this kind of incidents. He then stressed the importance of the baptism by 
the Holy Spirit in order to be free from this snare. 12 

Cowman thought that what was the most important was to obey God's will above all. And, this 
will of God was to receive the baptism by the Holy Spirit to experience holiness. This was more 

11 
Lettie B. Cowman, Missionary Warrior: Charles E. Cowman, (Greenwood, IN: OMS International, 1976; original edition, 1928), pp. 52-54 



important than evangelism or preaching. After all, Cowman was determined to give up all himself 

completely into the hands of God in order to experience this grace of God. Cowman said , "I have 

committed myself and my all into God's hands, and He has accepted the offering. Life henceforth can 

never be the same." 13 

Cowman was not a person, who preaches holiness simply, anymore. He was a testifier of the 

experience of holiness. From that moment on, the goal of his life was to teach this to others so that the 

same experience could be shared. This was the will of God for him. After this experience, Cowman 's 

ministry changed a great deal. Of course, Cowman spread the gospel with zeal even before this 

experience. However, Cowman began to possess the power of the Holy Spirit after the experience. 

God always achieves His Work through the lives of people, who completely rely on Him. Cowman 

was this kind of people, chosen for God's Work. 

The OMS, which was established by Cowman, was brought about to accomplish this v1s1on. 

Cowman after experiencing holiness wanted to be a Methodist missionary in the beginning. However, 

he maintained a close relationship with Martin Wells Knapp, the co-founder of International Holiness 

Union, and came to Japan with Knapp's support for mission in Asia. Thus, the holiness movement in 

Asia with OMS was the result of radical holiness movement with International Apostolic Holiness 

Union. 14 

Religious Experience of Japanese Holiness Movement 

A: Juji Nakada: "Cleansing over Power" 

The Oriental Missionary Society is an organization established by American Cowman and 

Japanese Juji Nakada. 15 Nakada was born at the third son of a low class samurai family at 

Hirosake-city, Aomori-Hyun in October 1870. Nakada was a prankster. However, Honda Yoichi, who 

was ministering at a Methodist church in the area (he later became a bishop of the Methodist Episcopal 

Church), taught Nakada the gospel persistently to have him believe in Jesus. Nakada 's life changed 

since then. Soon after, his mother also believed Jesus and said , " the religion, which has done good 

things for my son, can not be bad for me, either." 16 

Later, Nakada enrolled in a theological school but had to drop out because of disinteres t. 

Nevertheless, Honda offered Nakada a position as a local preacher in a rural church. From the surface, 

it looked as if his ministry was a success. And he was ordained a Methodist pastor in 1894. However, 

he felt a spiritual emptiness. In order to resolve this issue, Nakada was determined to study abroad at 

the Moody Bible Institute in the USA in 1896. When Nakada arrived at the Mood y Bible Institute, Dr. 

12 Lettie Cowman, M issionary Warrior, p. 71. 
13 Lettie Cowman, Missionary Warrior , p. 72. 
1-1 f Re er to David Bundy, "Paul 's Mission: Wesleyan Miss ionary Vision and Early Oriental Missionary Society," Holiness 

Church and Theology, Number 4 (2000), The KEHC Historical Research Center, Seoul Theological Univers ity, 75-100 
and William Kostlevy, " Martin Wells Knapp, Charles Cowman, and the Orient al Missionary Society," 101-123. 

i;; For general life story of Juj i Nakada, Dl {]_-§-, Biography of Ju ii Nakada (Tokyo, Gospel Miss ionary Society, 1979). 
16 Edward & Esther Erney, No Guarantee But God: The Story of the Founders of Oriental Missionary Society, Charles E. 
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Torrey, the Principal of the Institute, asked Nakada, "Have you received the baptism of the Holy 

Spirit?" Well , this was exactly the reason why Nakada came to the USA. 

Nakada met a Methodist just like him at the Moody Bible Institute. He was Cowman. Cowman led 
Nakada into Grace Methodist Church, in which he was a registered congregation member. There, a 
famous physician and leader of the Holiness movement, Dr. Boynton, was leading a Bible study class. 
Nakada began to read the books on holiness there. Among those books were Wesley's Christian ' s 
Perfection, Beverly Caradine's The Old Man, A. M. Hills' Holiness and Power. Especially, Hills 
taught clearly the difference between Wesleyan perspective and the Moody Bible Institute's 
perspective on the baptism of the Holy Spirit. The position of the Moody Bible Institute was to believe 
in the baptism by the Holy Spirit for empowerment, but Wesleyans believed in something more 

important than empowerment. That was cleansing. 

Through this study, Nakada realized that what he had to pursue earnestly was cleansing rather than 
empowerment. "What I needed earnestly was not power but cleansing. I received the empowerment 
now and then. Nevertheless, I felt something was wrong in my true nature. And yet I did not know 
what was the cause of it." That was the inner depravity, i.e. the bitter root of sin. He believed that he 
could not be a new person if this root of evil was eradicated in him to be a regenerated person.

17 

The cleansing of the heart was the goal of Nakada. V. A. David from India led a revival meeting at 
the Moody Bible Institute in November 1897. A lot of people were graced. However, Nakada did not 
feel or experience any grace of God from the meeting. He returned to his room and began to pray in 
tears. The bed was the altar, and he laid out all his spirit, soul, body and ambition on that altar. Then, 
he felt a conviction in his heart that he was cleansed from all sin. Peace came to him, and he started a 
new life as a holiness preacher. 

After experiencing this grace, Nakada wanted to share the grace, which he received, in Japan. He 
made contacts with several holiness organizations in the USA and Britain and was assured of the 
support. Among them was Telegrapher's Mission Band established by Cowman. Nakada returned to 
Japan and met holiness organizations, which were already actively working in Japan. He w anted to 
unite all these organizations to create one holiness union. He then contacted Cowman in the USA to 
work together for this purpose. Thus, Oriental Missionary Society was created. 

B. Sasao Tetsusabro: "Peace that was not found in Buddhism" 

Sasao Tetsusabro is another person, who contributed greatly to the development of the OMS and 
its holiness movement in Japan and Korea. As the director of the OMS Tokyo Bible Institute, he made 
a remarkable contribution to educate many leaders of Japanese holiness movement. Sasao was the last 
of Ito family at Chu-city, Mieh-Hyun in August of 1868 .. Born of a famil y, who believed in 
Buddhism, he believed in Buddhism sincerely due to the influence of his mother. He wanted to join 
the N avy but could not pass the physical examination. Instead, he had to be on his way to the America. 

He enrolled at San Jose Commercial College of San Jose, California in May 1887. He unpacked 

Cowman, Juji Nakada, E. A. Kilbourne, Lettie Cowman (Greenwood, ID: OMS International , 1969), pp. 26-27. 17 
Earnest A. Kilbourne, The Story of a M ission in J apan (Tokyo: Cowman and Kilbourne, [1 907]), pp. 5-6 . 



his belongings at a boarding house of Reverend Dodge, who took care of many Japanese students. 

Especially, the elderly mother of Dodge prayed earnestly for the salvation of Sasao. He was deeply 

touched by the elderly lady 's evangelism and repented his sin to receive Jesus as the savior in 

December 1887. A Buddhist from Japan was converted to a Christian. 

At the time , an amazing revival took place among Japanese in San Francisco due to the influence 

of Reverend Merriman Harris. He was sent Hokodate as the first Methodist Episcopal missionary to 

Japan in the area in 187 4. In 1886, he was in charge of the evangelism of Japanese at the P acific co ast 

in America. 18 He was not only a devout evangelist but also faithful to the gospel of holiness in his . life 

as best as he could. Sasao Tetsusabro, who just received the gospel, visited Harris ' church in San 

Francisco and attended one of the worship services. There, he received the grace of holiness. 

This experience of Sasao was very unique throughout his Buddhism faith in the past. He was 

taught of Buddhism teaching for a long time, but lived the life of being chained to sin. There was no 

conviction for the forgiveness of sins, and he could not experience the cleansing of his heart due to 

inner conflicts. His spiritual life was a failure. However, after experiencing the grace of holiness, 

Sasao testified, "But the fire of the Holy Spirit came upon me to burn the old Sasao. Now the 

Counselor, the Holy Spirit, came to my heart. He continues to live in me since then." This experience 

of Sasao happened about two years after his conversion. 19 

Sasao, who received this grace of holiness, became a steadfast proponent of the gospel of holiness 

to the Japanese living at the Pacific coast of the America along with several Japanese partners. 

Especially, Sasao ministered at Seattle, Washington in 1892. However, soon after, they thought that it 

was better for them to go back to Japan to spread the gospel of holiness and formed an evangelism 

organization called, "Little Flock." Hephzibah Faith Mission, a radical holiness movement 

organization, supported them. 20 In Japan, they were guided and led by Barclay F. Buxton, who was 

already ministering in Japan. Later on, Sasao joined the Oriental Missionary Society and nurtured 

holiness ministers as the principal of Tokyo Bible Institute . Sasao was called the theologian of OMS. 

Religious Experience of Korean Holiness Movement 

A. Myung-Jik Lee: Experiment of Holiness 

The Korean Holiness Church is a holiness organization es tablished by Sang-Joon Kim and Bin 

Jung along with several missionaries from the OMS after coming back f rom Japan. Nevertheless, i t is 

Myung-Jik Lee, who contributed the most to the development of Holiness Church in Korea. T he 

18 Wade C. Barclay, H istory of Methodist M issions, 6 vols. (New York: The Boa rd of Missions of the Methodist Church, 
1957), vol. 6: Methodist Episcopal Church 1845-1939, pp. 292-296, 681, 701. 

19 Sasao Tetsusaboro, 11 0ut of Darkness into His Marvelous Gift, 11 Way of Holiness, vo l. 3. no. 3 (July 1911 ) . 
20 Paul W. Worcester, The Master Key: The Story of the Hephzibah Missionary Association (Kansas City: Nazarene 

Publishing House, 1966), pp. 36-39; Sent of God (Feb. 20, 1896), 3: (Nov. 17, 1910), 3. 
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Church. He was a person, who practically established Korean Holiness Church, as the chief editor of 

the Living Water, a professor and dean of Seoul Theological University, the president of the Holiness 

denomination. Behind all his career background was the holiness experience at Seoul Bible Institute in 

1921. 

B. Robert Chung: "Messenger of the Fire" 

Robert Chung was another person, who laid out the cornerstone for Korean Holiness movement, 

along with Myung-Jik Lee. He was the first Korean to study at a seminary of Holiness tradition 

(Asbury College) and acted as an important revivalist of Korean Holiness Church in the 1930's. He 

founded Korean Nazarene Church after the liberation from Japanese colonization. 

Robert Chung was born in Pyungahn Nam-Do. The gospel was about to be introduced 1n his 

hometown when he was born. A Presbyterian missionary, Hunter, came into his hometown to spread 

the gospel. At first, his maternal grandmother received the gospel. Later on due to the influence of the 

grandmother, all his family began to receive the gospel, and Robert Chung became a Christian as well. 

Missionary Hunter was one of the main figures of the revival movement of 1907 in Pyungyang. Robert 

Chung was influenced greatly by the revival of 1907. And, he volunteered to be an evangelist. 24 

At the time, Korean society was in turmoil. Many people were involved in the Independence 

movement. One of the most persons of this Independence movement was Chang-Ho Ahn. Robert 

Chung became his secretary. Thus, Robert Chung accompanied Chang-Ho Ahn on the road to political 

asylum in the USA. Robert Chung worked and studied English in the USA. He wanted to study more. 

Meanwhile, he met Dr. Morrison , the president of Asbury College and a leader of the holiness 

movement. Dr. Morrison led Robert Chung to be Asbury College ' s student.25 

In the Fall of 1916, Dr. Morrison held a Fall revival meeting for the Asbury students. Although 

Robert Chung could not understand all things Dr. Morrison was preaching, he understood the holiness 

stressed by the preaching. The Holy Spirit began to work despite his limited English communication 

skills. Many students came forward to the altar in answering Dr. Morrison 's invitation. Robert Chung 

never experienced this kind of revival meeting. He opened his eyes widely and watched carefully. 

Students were praying in a loud voice with tears, and some students were jumping up and down from 

the chair. Robert Chung thought he was witnessing a weird event, then his heart was filled with the 

longing for the Holy Spirit. As the time passed, the Holy Spirit showed his inner depravity, and his 

hardened heart began to melt away. At last, he stood up and moved toward the altar. When he knelt at 

the altar, he felt as if he was in the midst of an earthquake or a storm. However, he could not 

h d h h. 26 
compre en w at t is meant. 

After the revival meeting, he came back to his dormitory. There was a prayer room at the basement 

of the building. He closed the door and began to pray alone. Not so long after, the Lord gave him a 

word of advice. That was 1 Thessalonians 4:3 , '·It is God's will that you should be sanctified: that you 

21 IMyung-Jik Lee, '·A Grace Story (the last volume)," 41. 
24 Donald Owens, Challenge in Korea (Kansas City, MO: Beacon Hill Press, 1957), pp. 11 -20. 
25 Owens, Challenge in Korea, p. 45. 
2
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1 Owens, Challenge in Korea, pp. 46-47. 
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amazing grace. Eung-Jo Kim was asleep in Yaksong Inn of Bokjeong, Busan-Hyun in Japan on 

September 13, 1917. In a dream-like state between sleeping and waking, the sky was brightened all of 

a sudden, and many angels were playing the trumpets. And, above the cloud, he saw Jesus ' Advent. At 

the same time, Words in 1 John 3:3 were heard, "Everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself, 

just as he is pure." Eung-Jo Kim thought that he had to be purified in order to greet Jesus on His 

Advent. He examined himself thoroughly. At first, it seemed that there was no clear sin in him. 

However, soon he realized that his heart was very sinful. He saw his inner depravity. When he 

confessed all his sin, it seemed to him that the Lord answered him, "I have purified you."30 He 

experienced the purification. 

Later, Eung-Jo Kim came back to Korea and devoted himself to his ministry. Meanwhile, he 

caught a very severe disease. The OMS ordered him a convalescence leave in Mokpo. He targeted 

100-day prayer at Yoodal Mountain in Mokpo and kept his vow to pray every morning between 5 am 

and 7 am. On September 10, 1930, he finished his morning prayer and began to doze off because of 

weariness. Then, suddenly, a rock was cleaved in half, and, fresh water curved around the gap of about 

10 feet in depth to keep overflowing where he was sitting. At this time, his health was completely 

restored, and he was filled with a new power at the same time. 31 Afterwards, he could keep working 

on his ministry without being weary or sick. 

Eung-Jo Kim's life is very dynamic. He was a great author, theological educator, and revivalist. 

His expository commentaries of the whole Bible was widely disseminated throughout Korean churches 

to enrich sermons in Korean pulpit, and the Holiness Theological College(now SungKyul Christian 

College), which he established, became an important evangelical educational institution in Korea. 

D. Sung-Bong Lee: Divine Healing and Holiness Experience 

Sung-Bong Lee is often called "Moody of Korea" and is regarded as the greatest revivalist of the 

Korean Holiness Church. He never attained an ecclesiastical position of denomination, but no one 

denies he is one of the most representative persons of the Holiness Church. 

Sung-Bong Lee was born in Gangdong of PyuanahnNam-Do in 1900. His mother was a devoted 

Christian, and he attended from his childhood due to the influence of his mother. However, it does not 

mean he had a strong faith. Only because of strong urge from his mother or curiosity of youth had him 

attend the church. His life was very wretched. Then, when he was twenty one years of age, he picked 

up fruits on the Lord 's day and sold them to commit all kinds of depraved things in Pyongyang. While 

he was returning to home, he had a severe pain in his leg and could not move an inch. The doctors 

diagnosed him periostitis and told him his leg must be amputated. 

Sung-Bong Lee's mother thought this was God's punishment and demanded her son to repent. He 

strongly refused to accept his mother's advice but took it to his heart later. He feared the hell. He 

reasoned that he must repent before his death in order not to be put in a hell. He repented in tears and 

asked for God's forgiveness. After all, God gave him much needed peace. A new life began for him. 

Society, The First 50 Years (Greenwood, Indiana: OMS International , 1983), pp. 88-109. 
:io Eung-Jo Kim, 90 Years of Grace, pp. 33-34. 



Reading Bible was more interesting than reading erotic novels, and he quit smoking and drinking. This 
was Sung-Bong Lee 's experience of regeneration.32Later, he enrolled in Seoul Bible Institute and 
began his ministry at several churches. However, there was a second blessing waiting for him. When 
he was working at Suwon Church at the age of twenty nine year old, he experienced the grace of 
holiness. He was doing his utmost to plant a new church and worked day and night. His health was in 
bad shape. On August 22 of the same year, he collapsed after finishing the Sunday worship service. 
Then, he heard a voice from the heaven, "It is impossible for Sung-Bong Lee to survive. You will die 
now. Sung-Bong Lee suddenly realized that he was not ready to die yet. He called his wife and 
confessed all his sin on a piece of paper. Satan vvas hindering his complete repentance even at this 

moment. 

Sung-Bong Lee held on to praying and requesting to show him the Cross. Satan showed him a 
black cross and interfered with his repentance. Sung-Bong Lee prayed to show him the precious blood 
of Jesus on the Cross, who was crucified for his sin. He held onto the Cross and confessed all his sin. 
At this moment, Jesus appeared to him and touched him to lead him to heaven. After walking some 
distance, Sung-Bong Lee saw crystal clear Jordan river flowing next to him and a splendid castle of 
heaven across it. He gained his conscience and noticed that all his pain was gone. He experienced 
wholesome spirit and body. He experienced the divine healing and holiness simultaneously. And he 
testified his experienced at the evening meeting the same day. 33 

This lcind of experience was continually felt by Sung-Bong Lee. When he was thirty eight of the 
age, he came to Seoul to attend a general conference in 1937. He was weary from many meetings and 
was resting at a small room of a dormitory. While he was in a dreamy state, the famous Presbyterian 
divine healer, Ick-Doo Kim, appeared and laid his hands on Sung-Bong Lee and prayed for him. As 
soon as Kim touched his right side and prayed, Lee felt hotness of a fire. It was as if fire exploded. He 
was so stunned of this experience of hotness, he jumped off the bed. He had fallen from his bed and 
realized it was a dream. However, his spirit was jubilated and he felt a great powering. He experienced 
the baptism by the fire of the Holy Spirit. That night, the general conference appointed Lee as a 
national evangelist of the Holiness Church so that he would not be bound to a single church. He was to 
lead the revival meetings all around the country in circuit. 34 

From then on, Sung-Bong Lee went all over the country to spread the full gospel. Wherever he 
visited, true repentance and divine healing was manifested. Lee especially consoled the broken heart of 
Koreans, who had to endure Japanese colonization and the Korean War, with the gospel. Although 
Sung-Bong Lee did not attain any formal title of a religious leader, he was well loved by all. 

E. Lim, Dong-Sun: Fire in the Upper Room on the Pentecost 

There is an important person when we look at the holiness movement as a Trans-Pacific movement. 

31 Eung-Jo Kim, 90 Years of Grace, pp., pp. 47-50. 
32 Sung-Bong Lee, If not with i:vords, f,h en with Life _(Seoul: ~ords of Life Publishing Co., 1993), pp. 29-34. Although 

Sung-Bong Lee did not call his experience regeneration or holiness, he stated that this experience was that of regeneration at the end of the book (p. 249). 
31 Sung-Bong Lee, If not with Words, then with Life, pp. 46-49. 
34 Sung-Bong Lee, If not with Words, then with Life, p. 62. 
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He is Dong-Sun Lim, who escaped from Communist's persecution after the liberation from Japan 

barely saving his life. He chose the path of a minister because of his gratefulness for God's grace. He 

followed the footstep of his elder brother, who was local preacher of a holiness church, to enroll in 

Seoul Theological Seminary. Afterwards, he served as a chaplain in the Air Force and immigrated to 

the USA. He built Oriental Mission Church, which is one of the largest Korean-American churches in 

the USA. And this church has branch sanctuaries around the USA and the world. Up until then, the 

holiness movement came from the USA to Asia, but now it moved from Asia to the USA and the 

world. 

Dong-Sun Lim experienced the grace of God for the first time at the first revival meeting right 

after enrolling at Seoul Theological Seminary. Then, Seoul Theological Seminary held a revival 

meeting right after the school started in order to stress experiential faith for the new students. The 

preacher of the revival meeting was Eung-Jo Kim at the time. The essence of his preaching was 

complete repentance. After listening to Kim's sermon on repentance for five days, he could not help 

but realizing the seriousness of sin. Originally, Dong-Sun Lim, thought of himself as a very 

conscientious person. However, as the Holy Spirit began to work in him and revealed his inner self, all 

kinds of sin in him were exposed. At an early-morning prayer meeting, he confessed his sin in front of 

the congregation. The revival preacher, Eung-Jo Kim, laid his hands on Dong-Sun Lim, who 

experienced the forgiveness of his sin and regeneration. 35 

However, Dong-Sun Lim could not stop at this point. He had to pursue a faith of higher level. That 

was to become a minister filled with the Holy Spirit. This desire was more inflamed just before his 

graduation from the seminary. Thus, Dong-Sun Lim was detrmined to fast for six days in order to 

experience the fullness of the Holy Spirit and went out to a small temple at Mt. Ohdae in Kangwon-Do 

along with a friend. However, on the sixth day, while his friend went outside for a moment, with a 

great hungry he secretly ate powder of roast grain, which was brought in for emergency. He not only 

broke the pledge of six day fasting but also deceived his friend. 

Soon enough, the Holy Spirit reprimanded Dong-Sun Lim severely. He felt that eating the powder 

of roast grain was like eating from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Dong-Sun Lim 

confessed his hypocrisy and repented completely in front of God. That night, the Holy Spirit came 

upon the small room, in which Dong-Sun Lim was repenting, fully, and the presence of Holy Spirit 

was like a mass of fire was moving around the room. He spent the entire night in the midst of such 

mass of fire. Dong-Sun Lim says, "I believe the strength of my evangelical activity and ministry 

comes from the power of the fire, which I received back then."36 

Dong-Sun Lim's experiential faith did not end here. When he was ministering at Jinbu Church in 

Kangwon-Do, he had to bed-ridden. In his dreamy state of mind, he was led by angels to see heaven 

and then to hell. People, whose eyes were gouged out, were dwelling in the first room of hell. They 

were people of the lust of the eyes. The second room of hell was occupied by people, who lost their 

hands. This room was for people, who committed crimes with their hands. In the third room of hell, a 

:1s Dong-Sun Lim, Even if Sweating, Joy Flows Like Spring Water (Seoul: Doseo lljung Co., 1992), pp. 23-25. 
36 Dong-Sun Lim, Even if Sweating, Joy Flows Like Spring Water, pp. 37-39. 



man and woman were lying naked. This place was for people, who were adulterous. After having this 
experience, Lim believed in the reality of heave.n and hell clearly and realized the graveness of sin. 
This experience became a great shield for him not to fall into temptation.

37 

This experiential faith of Lim made him believe in an evangelical faith. He immigrated into the 
USA in the early 1970's and finished his education before starting his church for Korean-Americans. 
This church is Oriental Mission Church, and it is one of the largest churches in Korean-American 
community. The experiential faith of holiness was related reversely to the USA, and this phenomenon 
was spread to churches for Korean extraction all over the world. Dong-Sun Lim's ministry tells us of 
an important facet of Trans-Pacific holiness movement. 

Conclusion: Characteristics of Trans-Pacific Holiness Experience 

We have examined the religious expenences, especially the holiness expenences, of important 
people of Trans-Pacific holiness movement. Here, we can see that Trans-Pacific holiness movement 
shared not only the same holiness doctrine but also same religious experience. In fact, the holiness 
movement did not stop at knowing the holiness doctrine but stressed the importance of experiencing it 
always. From this perspective, a study on holiness movement must be accompanied by the study on 
their religious experience. 

However, it is also true that there are cultural varieties. In the case of Knapp and Cowman, their 
first concern was the struggle with their inner depravity. This speaks for itself that American holiness 
movement was developed from the conflict against sin. In the case of Japanese Sasao, he expressed 
that his holiness experience was something that could not found in Buddhism. This may be due to the 
fact that the main concern for Japanese Christians is how Christianity differs from Buddhism. Koreans 
have often testified for their religious experiences while in their dreamy state. Eung-Jo Kim, 
Sung-Bong Lee, and Dong-Sun Lim all experienced this religious experience while they were in 
dreamy state. Dream takes a special position for Koreans' religious experience. 

However, these differences should not be over-exaggerated at the same time. Up until now, many 
scholars stressed the cultural differences so much to the point that the cultural commonness has been 
underestimated. As seen in this Trans-Pacific religious experience, Americans, Japanese and Koreans 
are sharing very similar religious experiences despite the difference in their native cultures. It seems 
that this points to the universal aspect of religious experiences. Mission should start from the premise 
that all people regardless of the race could feel the same problem issues and could share similar 
religious experiences. When we study Trans-Pacific holiness movement, we have to aware of and 
consider this point carefully. 

First of all, although the Trans-Pacific holiness people were brought up in a variety of cultures, we 
have to focus on the point that they maintained the same doctrine on holiness. They all agreed that 
clear experience of regeneration was the true starting point of their lives in faith. However, they also 

3 7 Dong-Sun Lim, Even if Sweating, Joy Flows Like Spring Water, pp. 53-55. 
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felt that regeneration was not adequate and found the depravity hidden and remaining in their inner 

self. They strive to resolve this issue but feel their limitations. They finally resort to the help from the 

Holy Spirit. Through the work of the Holy Spirit in this manner, the inner conflict is finally resolved. 

This is called the holiness experience or the baptism by the Holy Spirit. The Trans-Pacific holiness 

movement was formulated on the ground of this doctrinal and experiential commonness. 

We are about to look at several characteristics of Trans-Pacific holiness experience on the basis of 

this commonness. First, the holiness movement starts with the message of holiness. Knapp heeded to 

Taylor's preaching and realized that he needed to experience more profound grace of God at a higher 

level. Cowman longed for experiencing full grace due to the advice from Simister. This shows us how 

much holiness experience is based on holiness message (triggered and encouraged). 

Second, the holiness experience is accompanied by specific experiences in life. Although this is the 

feeling of true peace for being freed from inner guilty conscience at the fundamental level, it is also an 

experience of hotness of fire at the same time. Myung-Jik Lee explained his holiness experience as 

"the grace, which I experienced for the first time since my birth." Dong-Sun Lim stated that he 

experienced he was in the midst of a mass of fire. This point lets us know that the holiness experience 

is not an abstract concept but something, which is a specifically recognizable experience in life. 

Third, the Scriptural verses on holiness help greatly in experiencing holiness . The Scriptural verses, 

1 John 1:9, 1 Thessalonians 4:3, and 1 John 3:3 helped in the holiness experience of Knapp; Robert 

Chung; and Eung-Jo Kim respectively. This attests for the fact that the religious experience of 

Wesleyan holiness movement is an evangelical religious experience based on the Bible. 

Fourth, the holiness experience was often accompanied by diversity of phenomenal experience. In 

the case of Knapp, his holiness experience was followed by the experience of divine healing. This 

point is specially and more clearly shown in Korean holiness Christians. Eung-Jo Kim; Sung-Bong 

Lee; and Dong-Sun Lim experienced divine healing along with the holiness experience. Of particular 

notice was that Eung-Jo Kim's holiness experience was manifested along with a vision of the second 

coming. This points to how the holiness experience of this movement is related to the fourfold gospel 

(the gospels of regeneration, the fullness of the Holy Spirit, divine healing, the second coming of 

Christ) 

Fifth, the holiness experience is attained while struggling against sin. Here, sin includes both 

inward sin (sinful nature) and outward sin (transgression). The work of the Holy Spirit clearly exposes 

the depravity and simultaneously leads Christians to the conviction of being cleansed completely from 

sin by the precious blood of Jesus on the Cross. The holiness movement is fundamentally s struggle 

against sin and the victory over sin thus attained. This point is well illustrated by Nakada, who pursued 

cleansing more than the empowerment. This is the difference between Wesleyan holiness movement 

and other Holy Spirit movement. 

Sixth, the holiness experience does not end in being an inner experience simply. Moreover, it 

becomes the driving force for stronger ministry. Holiness people are endowed with empowerment after 

the holiness experience, and this encounter in their life changes their perspective on life. Eung-Jo Kim 

mentioned that his ministry was possible because he received the baptism of the Holy Spirit , and 



iib A )lo~rnt J[n1te1r1nt.a11tiio1n1.ail <Co1fllfe1re1fl1ce - §essiloint ][)[)[ 

Dong-Sun Lim also stated that the hidden source of his fruitful ministry was his experience of the 

Holy Spirit. 

Trans-Pacific holiness movement is based not only on personal relationship or doctrinal 

commonness, but also on the commonality of the religious experience. This is the holiness experience. 

This point should be clearly stressed as the fundamental basis of the Trans-Pacific holiness movement. 

If this common ground is forgotten and vanished, the Trans-Pacific holiness movement will lose its 

common ground. 
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THE FOUR-FOLD GOSPEL: KEY TO TRANS-PACIFIC CONTINUITIES 

Donald W. Dayton, Ph.D. 
donwda yton@sbcglobal.net 

I am honored to be with you and have the chance to address you. Korea is becoming increasing! y 

an important nation economically and politically and a leader in the Christian world as well. I admire 

the energy and devotion of Korean Christianity-and especially the increasing commitment to the 

work of theology. It seems that every day I discover a new theological journal, a new book of 

significance, or a new emerging scholar who deserves wider attention. I expect that in the next 

generation Koreans will have much greater influence in the global theological world. If so it 

becomes all the more important that we cultivate "transpacific" dialogue and explore the relationships 

between Christians on the "Pacific Rim." The health and vitality of Christianity may depend upon 

it-and am a delighted to have the opportunity to participate in this emerging theological work. 

Today I would like to explore the "fourfold gospel" as a key to understanding the relationship 

between Korean Christianity and American "evangelicalism." As you know, the "fourfold gospel" (a 

description of the Christian message that emphasizes the themes of Jesus as Savior, Sanctifier, Healer 

and Coming King) plays a crucial role in the holiness churches in Korea (and Japan, for that matter). 

It is less dominant in the United States, where it is identified primarily with The Christian and 

Missionary Alliance whose founder A. B. Simpson is often credited with coining the expression. 

Those who have inherited this expression are sometimes puzzled by what to make of it. It is 

sometimes dismissed by such persons as an "evangelistic slogan" that is of little help in scholarly and 

academic work that emerges as such churches mature and enter wider theological worlds and 

ecumenical currents. I, on the other hand, am increasingly convinced it is more theologically useful 

than is usually assumed. It is that case that I would like to argue today. 

The Origins of the "Four-fold Gospel" 

As I have suggested, the "four-fold gospel" is often associated with the work of A. B. Simpson, the 

founder of the Christian and Missionary Alliance. But actually the pattern of speaking is much wider 



and comes out of the heart of the holiness movement itself. Classical Methodism and the 
"mainstream holiness movement" that began to emerge in the 1830s under the influence of Phoebe 
Palmer had in effect a "two-fold gospel" that emphasized the puritan/pietist doctrine of the "new birth" 
and a subsequent experience of "entire sanctification" or "perfect love"-the notorious "second 
blessing" of the Wesleyan tradition. In the last third of the 19th century the holiness movement was 
troubled by new currents that were controversial and tended to split the holiness movement into parties 
depending on whether such doctrines were to be accepted. Two such doctrines are of particular 
importance: the rise of the "faith healing movement" and the increasing impact of "premillennialism" 
(and especially "dispensational premillennialism"). 

The former movement had its roots in Europe. A Boston Physician Charles Cullis made a grand 
tour of Europe and put together the "faith work" principles that had their roots in the Halle Pietism of 
August Hermann Francke that had been mediated to England by the ministry of George Muller in his 
Bristol orphanage and the emerging discussions in the German-world of the interrelationship between 
faith and health that had taken place in the wake of an event of "exorcism" under the ministries of the 
Blumhardts, father and son. Episcopalian Cullis had fallen under the influence of the holiness 
movement and after experiencing sanctification began to explore whether the grace of God which he 
felt had saved him from the "guilt of sin" (Jesus as Savior) and the "power of sin" (Jesus as 
Sanctifier") could save him from the "effects of sin," especially disease (Jesus as Healer). Cullis 
became the teacher of Simpson on this theme, and the emerging "faith healing" movement had great 
influence in the broader "evangelical" movement, especially in the holiness movement where it had 
been birth but also in the emerging Pentecostal movement where it became a pervasive theme. 

At the same time another movement emerged under the influence of John Nelson Darby who had 
become disillusioned with the Christian culture of the British Isles and in the Church of England. 
Darby was a major figure in the founding of the Plymouth Brethren movement and a key articulator of 
a new form of eschatological thinking that we now call "dispensational premillennialism"-the 
scheme of eschatology that is contained in the notes of the Scofield Bible, was advocated in a series of 
"prophecy conferences" in the late 19

1
h century, and had great influence through the "bible school" 

movement and the popular writings of Hal Lindsay in mid-twentieth century and the recent "left 
behind" series of our own time. This movement, even when its details were not adopted, drew the 
attention of the church to the return of Christ-and the final theme of the "four-fold gospel" was in 
place. 

These two themes, "divine healing" and "dispensationalism" generated much controversy in the 
"evangelical" subculture of the late nineteenth century and in the holiness movement they tended to 
split the movement into two parties. More conservative leaders of the holiness movement, especially 
in the Eastern part of the United States tended to resist these innovations. The wrote books against 
the "faith healing movement" and Daniel Steele of Boston and Syracuse Universities attacked 
dispensationalism as Anti-nomianism Revised and the intrusion of Calvinism into Methodist circles. 
These themes were so controversial that the National Campmeeting Association for the Promotion of 
Holiness (the major mainstream holiness institution) forbad its speakers to mention the issues from the 



platform. 

In the mid-west and the West of the United States, these themes found more fertile ground in 

which to prosper. The acceptance of these themes in such circles led to the emergence of a more 

" radical" party in the holiness movement that took pride in the advocacy of these new themes. This 

was a widespread phenomenon that could be illustrated by developments at God's Bible School in 

Cincinnati. Ohio, where under the influence of holiness Quaker Paul Rees and holiness Methodist 

Martin Wells Knapp there was also a relatively self-conscious articulation of the "four-fold gospel." 

This school was important for developments in Asia because it was here that the Oriental Missionary 

Society began to take shape under the leadership of three telegraphers that had transferred from 

Moody Bible Institute. This, of course, was the path by which the "four-fold gospel" found its way 

to Asia. 

The Wider Influence of the "Four-Fold" Gospel in America: 

The "four-fold gospel" has often been viewed as something of an idiosyncrasy of A. B. Simpson, 

and the existence of the pattern more broadly in the holiness movement has often been ignored. But 

even more striking is the extent to which these themes gave shape to the wider evangelical culture in 

the late nineteenth century. One finds the pattern implicitly in the work of holiness Baptist A. J. 

Gordon who lies behind the major centers of New England Evangelicalism of Gordon College and 

Gordon-Conwell Divinity School. Gordon wrote books on all four of these themes and little else. 

Similarly with R. A. Torrey, the superintendent of Moody Bible Institute in Chicago. He wrote 

books on all four themes-and then moved West to California where he played a similar role at the 

Bible Institute of Los Angeles (now Biola University). 

The point of all this is that the themes of the "four-fold gospel" are so pervasive in late 19th century 

evangelicalism that one could almost speak of them as defining and indicating the boundaries of that 

subculture. This is increasingly being recognized in the secondary literature. Douglas Frank, for 

example, in his Less Than Conquerors, analyzes the period in terms of "revivalism," the "Higher 

Christian Life" movement (or "Victorious Christianity"), and dispensationalism-three of the four 

themes of the four-fold gospel. And Joel Carpenter, author of Revive us Again, in an essay 

contributed to Jn Earthen Vessels describes the late 19
1h century missionary culture in terms of the 

same three themes . If this is so, then the existence of the four-fold pattern in Asia becomes more 

understandable. 

The Question of Evangelical Identity: 

Evangelical circles in the United States have struggled with what holds them together as a common 

movement. Since the emergence of the " neo-evangelicalism" in the mid-20th century, such currents 



as the National Association of Evangelicals (NAE) and the Evangelical Theological Society (ETS) 

tended to find that unity in a common commitment to the doctrine of the "inerrancy of Scrip~ure," but 

this has proved to be very problematic. The holiness churches that played a key role in the founding 

of these organizations did not use the expression until they fell under the influence of the 

neo-evangelicals." And the Pentecostals, as a radical wing of the holiness movement, were even 

more distant from this articulation. That is to say, a majority of the members of the NAE do not fit 

the definition of evangelicalism proposed by the "neo-evangelicals." 

George Marsden once suggested, somewhat tongue-in-cheek, that an "evangelical" is anyone who 

likes Billy Graham, the great evangelist of our time. What at first appears to be a joke may have a 

deeper significance in pointing to the history of revivalism as defining. It may well be that the most 

formative traditions of "evangelicalism" are shaped by revivalism and that this is more central than the 

features highlighted by "neo-evangelicalism." This move does call attention to the four-fold gospel 

which becomes a more adequate definition. 

A similar dynamic is discovered when we turn to the second point of the four-fold gospel-the 

teaching of a second experience. This is true most clearly of the holiness movement proper, but it is 

also true of Pentecostalism which turns this second point into the doctrine of the "baptism of the 

Spirit" as found in the "four-square gospel" of Aimee Semple McPherson, as I discovered in the 

writing of my Theological Roots of Pentecostalism. What is not noticed is that this "second blessing" 

theology permeates much of evangelicalism in North Alnerica and even around the world. As 

described above, it may be found in such persons as A. J. Gordon, A. B. Simpson, and R. A. Torrey. 

It is significant that the Campus Crusade Ministry of Bill Bright passes out two pamphlets-Dne on 

conversion and another on "how to be filled with the spirit." And such themes are pervasive in most 

forms of evangelicalism. And the same is true of the "evangelicalism" of Britain and Europe. I 

once asked a famous Scottish theologian how to describe an "Anglican evangelical." His answer was 

that an "Anglican Evangelical" is someone who goes to the Keswick summer conferences. This 

movement was an extension of the American Holiness movement into Britain, especially under the 

influence of Finney and other figures from Oberlin and the ministry of Hannah Whitall Smith (author 

of The Christian's Secret of a Happy Life) and her husband Robert. It is even less often noticed that 

Robert Pearsall Smith's great campaign through Europe in 1875 produced the Gemeinscaftsbewegung 

("fellowship movement") in German-speaking areas that is often defining of "evangelicalism" in those 

contexts. There is a sense in which "evangelicalism" is little more than the holiness movement 

around the world-and that we would have seen this fact more clearly if we had given more attention 

to the "four-fold gospel" which would have called more attention to this second of its themes. 

But the same is true of the last theme, the return of Christ. One of the most profound continuities 

in the various branches of American evangelicalism is that they are dispensational or have had a brush 

with dispensationalism. This is clearly true of such groups as the Christian and Missionary Alliance, 

the Evangelical Free Church, many holiness groups, almost all of Pentecostalism, and so on. Those 

groups that have been the most ambivalent about joining the NAE have lacked this history with 

dispcnsationalism (The Nazarene Church, the Evangelical Covenant Church, the Christian Reformed 
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Church, the Salvation Army, the Church of God [Anderson], and so on). This fact alone should have 

drawn attention to this issue in the shaping of "evangelical" culture. And if more attention had been 

paid to the four-fold gospel, this would have been more obvious. 

"Evangelicalism" likes to interpret itself according to the "conservative/liberal" paradigm in which 

it sees itself as the "conservative" pole. Over the years I have become increasingly skeptical about the 

usefulness of this paradigm to explain what is going on or to define what "evangelicalism" is. A 

generation ago, Earnest Sandeen argued in The Roots of Fundamentalism that what he had experienced 

at Wheaton College (the flagship college of "neo-evangelicalism") was the late stage of the 

development of dispensationalism. The "evangelicals" did not like this proposal and have paid little 

attention to it (though continuing fundamentalists often give it a great deal of credence). As I have 

reflected on what happened in the fundamentalist/modernist controversy at the beginning of the 201
h 

century, I have become increasingly convinced that at its core it was a fight about dispensationalism 

and its themes. I have long struggled with how to fit the decline of social concern in evangelical circles 

into the conservative/liberal paradigm. The struggles with dispensationalism provide a much more 

adequate explanation for this development-and other issues (biblical criticism, cultural engagement, 

ecumenical reserve, forms of missiology, and even bible school curricula and the rise of 

anti-evolutionism) also yield to this analysis. Perhaps we should have defined an "evangelical" as 

someone who reads the "left-behind" series of novels. Though said somewhat tongue in cheek this 

comment is intended seriously. It is certainly more adequate than many other definitions-and if we 

had paid more attention to the "four-fold" gospel we would have seen this earlier and more clearly. 

The situation in Korea: 

With this analysis in the background, let us turn to the Korea situation. Korean Christianity is very 

complex denominationally, but four traditions are predominant: the Presbyterian, the Pentecostal, the 

Holiness and the Methodist. But from the outside, Korean Christianity appears much more 

homogeneous, and Korean Christians seem to move across denominational lines with ease. How shall 

we understand this situation? Here the "four-fold gospel" offers some help. It is clearly at the center of 

the formation of the holiness tradition. In its "foursquare" version, it has shaped Pentecostalism (the 

Foursquare Church and the Assemblies of God), even when it has been altered into the five-fold 

gospel of the Church of God and the reshaping of it by Dr. Cho of Yoido as the " five-fold gospel and 

the three blessings." Could the "four-fold gospel" also have broader application in Korea? 

I am increasingly convinced that it makes sense to analyze the comn1onalities of Korean 

Christianity in terms of the "four-fold gospel." I was somewhat surprised to discover this when 

teaching a course on my book The Theological Roots of Pentecostalism at Hosea University a few 

years ago. The class of thirty students included twenty-five fro1n the holiness churches with only a 

smattering of Presbyterians and Methodists. Those in the holiness churches, of course, immediately 

identified with the history in my book. But I was surprised by the extent to which others did as well. 



At each point, I would ask the Presbyterians. Are your churches revivalist? You know, don't you, that 

this is a particular stream of Presbyterianism (more "new school" than "old school")? Are your pa~tors 
dispensationalist? You know, don ' t you, that "old school" Presbyterianism would have rejected this 

position? Do you have healing services in your churches? You know, don't you, that B. B. Warfield of 

Princeton and author of Counterfeit Miracles would have been very nervous about this? Do you pray 

to be "filled with the spirit"? You know, don't you, that classical Presbyterians would have been very 

concerned about any doctrines of "subsequent experiences"? As the weeks went on, I became more 

and more convinced that Korean Presbyterians are more shaped by the "four-fold gospel" than by 

classical Presbyterianism. 

I was fascinated to have this intuition confirmed later when I invited Professor Myung Soo Park of 

Seoul Theological University to Drew University to co-teach a seminar in Korean church history. He 

read papers to the class that showed how determinative the holiness stream was in the Korean revivals 

of the first decade of the 20th century. And he showed how even the Presbyterian culture had been 

shaped by Wesleyan doctrines of sanctification and the practices of divine healing. 

Conclusion: 

All of this leads me to wonder if we ought not to pay more attention to the "four-fold gospel" as a 

key to understanding the whole of "evangelicalism" and especially those currents that crossed the 

Pacific Ocean. Those of us who work in the holiness tradition are too often sufferers from a massive 

"theological inferiority complex" that causes us to doubt the validity and usefulness of our own 

theological traditions. We tend to defer to others (often Presbyterians) whose theological and historical 

work we instinctively trust more than our own. 

Greater attention to the "four-fold gospel" would enable us to see more clearly the continuities not 

only in the various branches of evangelicalism but also global continuities across the Pacific and 

Atlantic Oceans. We might understand both the North American and Korean theological cultures 

more accurately-let alone transoceanic continuities. Is it not time for us to pay closer attention to our 

own traditions and to use them for the edification of the whole rather than hiding our light under a 
bushel so as not to embarrass ourselves? 
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Forgotten Roots of OMS: The Metropolitan Church Association 
and Chicago Methodism at the Turn of the Twentieth Century 

Prof. William Kostlevy, Ph.D. 
Fuller Theological Seminary 

The story of the origin of the Oriental Missionary Society is inextricably tied to the city of Chicago 

home to its founders, and Evangelicalism, especially Methodism in Chicago, during the last decade of 

the nineteenth century. A mere two decades after the devastating Chicago fire of 1871, the city had 

reestablished itself as the hub the nation's transportation system, even as it continued its domination 

over such key sectors of the agricultural economy as the grain trade, meat packing industry, and the 

burgeoning manufacture of agricultural implements . 

During the 1890s, Chicago's growing economic ascendancy was being augmented by a remarkable 

cultural renaissance, the highlight of which was the World's Columbian Exposition of 1893. 

Popularly known as "the White City," the Columbian Exposition was in fact far more than a mere 

celebration of the four-hundredth anniversary of the discovery of the New World. It was, as historian 

William Cronon has observed, an attempt to "demonstrate the progress of American civilization" with 

a special emphasis on Chicago's role in creating that civilization. Intent on proving that the mission 

of the American people encompassed more than material prosperity, electricity, Buffalo Bill's Wild 

West Show, the discovery of ketchup, and the Ferris wheel, the Exposition included a series of world's 

congresses embracing such diverse themes as woman's progress, medicine, music, literature, art, social 

reform, and Sabbath rest. The most successful of these congresses was the World's Parliament of 

Religions. Noted for its spectacular scope--it included representatives from most Christian groups 

and most of the major world religions--the Parliament in its actual deliberations reflected the dominant 

evangelicalism, albeit broadly defined, of its host city. Convened with the solemn chanting of the 

doxology, and closed by the singing of Handel's "Hallelujah Chorus," the congress was a celebration 

of the tolerant, and explicitly this world, religiosity of the social gospel. Outwardly brash and 

triumphalistic (one speaker even suggested that as Columbus had discovered America, it was 

America's task to find a religion for all humanity) the Exposition's contradictions reflected important 
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cultural strains in American society.
1 

Even before the fair opened, evangelicals, less attuned to the doctrine of the fatherhood of God and 
the brotherhood of man, organized a boycott of the fair because it remained open on Sundays. Others, 
led by evangelist D. L. Moody, whose commitment to the traditional puritan Sabbath was 
supplemented by the business acumen he had acquired as a shoe salesman in post-bellum Chicago, 
viewed the Exposition, not as a competitor, but as a window of evangelical opportunity. In response 
to the fair, Moody organized a World's Fair Revival which preached the traditional evangelical 
message of individual conversion and the possibility of a second distinct religious experience of 
empowerment for service at over 125 locations including churches, strategically located theaters, a 
hastily constructed tabernacle near the fair's main entrance, and most spectacularly, the big tent of the 
Forepaugh Circus. Moody outdrew the circus and the Sunday opening controversy ended when the 
fair was closed on the Lord's Day for lack of attendance. Comfortable in the burgeoning 
entertainment culture of Victorian North America, Moody understood American popular culture, and 
the growing cultural pluralism of Chicago, even if he did not approve of all its consequences. Instead 
of attacking Catholicism, or the growing Jewish presence in Chicago, the World's Fair Revival invited 
popular German, French, Polish, Jewish, Scottish, and Australian evangelists to address Chicago's 
growing multi-ethnic population in their native languages.2 

Many Protestants did not share Moody's tolerant spirit. The prominence afforded Roman 
Catholics, such as James Cardinal Gibbons, by the World's Parliament of Religions was a painful 
reminder that immigration had fundamentally altered the cultural composition of North American 
society, especially in Chicago where 77.9% of the city's population was of foreign parentage. 
Closely associated with Catholicism, at least in the minds of many evangelicals, was Catholicism's 
seeming proximity to poverty, illiteracy, intemperance, vice, and urban corruption. And, as British 
journalist and reformer W. T. Stead discovered, poverty and vice were the all too frequent by-products 
of the city's great passion--the almighty dollar. Stead's lurid narrative and detailed maps to Chicago's 
dens of iniquity, published in his widely circulated If Christ Came to Chicago (1894), remains one of 
the most remarkable historical documents of the 1890s. A potent ren1inder that, even amid the 
celebration of four hundred years of progress, Protestant cultural hegemony had created no earthly 
"white city."3 

As the largest evangelical body in Chicago, the Methodist Episcopal Church was not reticent in 

1 On the World's Columbian Exposition, see David F. Burg, Chicago's White City of 1893 (Lexington, KY: University of Kentucky Press, 1976). Especially helpful on the economic significance of Chicago and the symbolic importance of the "white city" has been William Cronon, Nature's Metropolis: Chicago and the West (New York: w. W. Norton, 1991), 340-369. The quotation I use is found on page 341. On America 's religious task, see Reid Badger, The Great American Fair: The World's Columbian Exposition and American Culture (Chicago: Nelson Hall, 1979), 126. 
2 

On Moody, sec James F. Findlay, Dwight L. Moody: American Evangelist, 1837-1899 (Chicago: University of 
Chicago Press, 1969), 401 . More helpful on the Exposition is Thekla Ellen Jo Caldwell , "Women, Men, and Revival: The Third Awakening in Chicago" (Ph.D. diss., University of Illinois at Chicago, 1991 ), 94-137. On details of the revival, the most helpful work remains, H. B. Hartzler, Moody in Chicago, or The World 's Fair Gospel Campaign (Chicago: The Bible Institute Colportage Association, 1894). See also, Arthur Percy Fitt, Moody Still Lives: Word Pictures of D. L. Moody (New York: Fleming H. Revell Co., 1934), 99-110. 3 

See Caldwell, "Women, Men, and Revival," 52, 96. W. T. Stead, If Christ Came to Chicago (Chicago: Laird and 
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assuming a leading role in the evangelization, and implicitly in the Americanization, of Chicago's most 

recent immigrants. In part, this was a natural result of Methodism's rapid growth, and of its 

geographic, racial, and ethnic diversity. As late as 1891, Pennsylvania Methodist pastor H. H. Moore 

wrote, ''nothing in modern history is more remarkable than the unparalleled growth of Methodism." 

Noting with approval that the world was coming under the cultural hegemony of English-speaking 

people, Moore insisted that Methodism was the dominant confessional expression of English

speaking Christianity while American Methodism was the most undefiled form of Methodism. To 

Moore, American Methodism, as the virtual eschatological climax of history, was responsible for the 

abolition of slavery, the elevation of women, the public school system, and, the widespread literacy 

that accompani~d it, and, most significant! y, the temperance movement. 4 

Not surprisingly, Moore identified Catholicism as the primary threat to evangelical cultural 

dominance of North America. "The spread of popery," he wrote, "implies the accession to 

citizenship of the most ignorant, Sabbath-breaking, and licentious elements in Ireland, Italy, Spain, and 

Austria." Nevertheless, Methodism's success in Christianizing, and civilizing, the frontier, and 

African-Americans, and the rapid growth of Methodism among Germans and Scandinavians suggested 

to Moore that Methodism was the providential means for the assimilation of the foreign born 

population to American ideals. Briefly touching upon Chicago, Moore noted that each week, in 

Chicago's Methodist block, an entire city block owned by the Methodist Episcopal Church, Methodist 

ministers, comprising the largest gathering of clergy in the city, dealt with the practical social issues of 

the time while serving as the "divinely appointed agency to neutralize ... Romanism. "5 

Although the intervening century has not dealt kindly with Moore's prophecy, his assertions 

concerning the cultural potency of Methodism in general, and Methodism in Chicago in particular, in 

the late nineteenth century should not be underestimated. Chicago's emergence as a significant center 

for Methodism began in the late 1840s with the establishment of a branch of the New York-based 

Methodist Book Concern. In 1852, the Book Concern began to publish a weekly periodical, the 

Northwest Christian Advocate. Unlike the earlier crude Methodism of the frontier, Chicago 

Methodism, virtually from its advent, was closely linked to the aspirations of the rapidly growing 

upper middle class. As such, it was as intimately concerned with the material and cultural 

development of its offspring and with the social transformation of its environment as it was with the 

eternal destiny of individuals. During the years following the Civil War, Chicago Methodists 

assumed leadership of such social causes as freedmen's relief and the temperance movement. Most 

reflective of the distinctive middle class character of Chicago Methodism was its abiding faith in 

Lee, 1894; repr., New York: Living Books, Inc., 1964). 
4 H. H. Moore, The Republic to Methodism (Cincinnat i: Cranston & Stowe, 1891), 10. A similar quotation on the 

rapid growth of Methodism can be fo und in the more skeptical and scholarly writings of William Warren Sweet. 
See his Methodism in American History (New York : Methodist Book Concern, 1933), 334. On Methodism and 
temperance, see Henry Wheeler, Methodism and th e Temperance Reformation (Cincinnati : Walden and Stowe, 
1882). 

5 Moore, Republic to Methodism, 14, 284, 16. Methodist historians have frequentl y ignored anti -Catholicism in 
Methodism. An exception is J. Gordon Melton's outstanding history of Methodi sm in Illino is. See his Log 
Cabins to Steeples: The Complete Story of the United Methodist Way in Illinois Including All Constituent 
Elements of the United Methodist Church (N ashville: Parthenon Press, 1969), 294-303. 



education. Unlike Methodism in New England, the source of many of the early Methodist 

immigrants to Chicago, Chicago Methodist's rapidly embraced both a professionally trained clergy and 

the establishment of a distinctively Christian university. Located in the veritable Methodist Zion of 

Evanston Garrett Biblical Institute and Northwestern University, established in 1855, were the twin ' 
fruits of the financial generosity of Elizabeth Garrett, a convert with her husband of a religious 

awakening at the First Methodist Episcopal Church of Chicago in 1839, and of the abiding faith in 

theological education of John S. Dempster, a self-trained pioneer of theological education in New 

England before he assumed the post of professor of systematic theology at Garrett in 1856.
6 

From its inception, Evanston was synonymous with the cultural and social vision of Methodism. 

Republican in politics, faithful in war, supportive of the rights of African-Americans, the cultural 

vision of Evanston, and of Methodism itself, in the years immediately following the Civil War 

increasingly became subsumed under the broad banner of temperance. Far more than a mere reactive 

movement to ban the sale of intoxicating beverages, the temperance movement was a broad-based 

coalition of social reformers committed to reforms as diverse as the enfranchisement of women and, 

for many temperance advocates, the rights of labor. In Evanston where the movement pre-dated the 

War, the University charter banned the sale of intoxicants within a four-mile radius of the University. 

In the years following the War, Evanston emerged as the international headquarters of the temperance 

movement. Its most prominent citizen and first historian was Frances E. Willard, the second 

president of the Woman's Christian Temperance Union (WCTU). Under Willard's leadership the 

WCTU initiated an aggressive policy, which encompassed a wide variety of reform movements 

including support for women 's suffrage, and it eventually became the largest women's organization in 

America. In Willard ' s account, Evanston was not merely one hamlet among many. It was "a 

classic town" and "the literary center of the great Northwest." Although acknowledging that 

Evanston had a "diabolical" side, Willard argued that the "celestial," or dry, Evanston was in the 

ascendancy. Focusing on the suburb's schools, libraries, churches and moral crusades, Willard 

presented Evanston as not only the highest form of Methodistic civilization, but for Willard and other 

Methodists, American civilization as well. Ironically, Willard's work emphasized the religious and 

cultural diversity of Evanston . Noting the existence and contributions of African-Americans and 

Catholics, Will ard was clear that her Evanston , and implicitly, America was willing to welcome all 

adherents of the cultural mores of Methodism regardless of creed or nation of origin. Fitting for a 

work published a year before the World 's Parliament of Religions convened in Chicago; Willard's 

book suggested that "broader generalization of divine truth" would yet bring all humanity into 
religious unity. 7 

6 

7 

On Methodism in Chicago see, J. Go rdon Melton, Log Cabins to Steeples, 185-207. 
evangelicals, especially Methodists, is discussed in James Gil bert, Perfect Cities: 
(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1991), 23-44. 

The cultural importance of 
Chicago's Utopias of 1893 

Although a cen tu ry of urban growth, decay, and changing cul tural mores has do ne much to erase the v ision of a 
celesti al Evanston, signs of Evanston's Method ist past persist. Dry until recentl y, Evanston continues to be the 
hon:e of the. WCTU, while its streets, bearing the names of such Methodist luminaries as Dempster, Foster, 
Orrmgton, S1mp~on , Asbury, and Wesle~, remind observant visitors of Methodism's hold on the first generation of 
suburban Amen cans. Frances E. Willard, A Classic Town: The Story of Evanston (Chicago: Woman's 
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The third key center of Methodism in the greater Chicago area, overshadowed only by the 

Methodist block and by Evanston, was the Des Plaines Camp Grounds. Founded five years after the 

establishment of Northwestern University, the campgrounds reflected the changing character of both 

Chicago Methodism and the camp meeting as a social institution. Located on the Chicago and 

Northwestern Railroad lines west of the city, Des Plaines, following in the tradition of such venerable 

camp meeting sites as Martha's Vineyard, Massachusetts, Ocean Grove, New Jersey, and Old Orchard 

Beach, Maine, rapidly assumed the qualities of a resort for the growing urban middle class.8 

The growth of suburban Methodism and the changing social character of the camp meeting were 

not the only signs of the increased embourgeoisement of Chicago Methodism. As the work of 

historian Thomas Lenhart indicates, the years between the Civil War and the Columbian Exhibition 

witnessed a steady increase in both the percentages of middle class Methodists and the percentages of 

Methodist churches located in middle class neighborhoods. 9 

These trends in Methodism also affected the evangelistic outreach of Chicago Methodism. The 

Home Missionary and Church Extension Society, established as the Board of City Missions in 1873, 

increasingly focused on the planting of suburban congregations. 10 Nevertheless the growing ethnic 

diversity of Chicago was not completely ignored by Methodism. Methodist missionary work among 

German immigrants in Chicago began as early as the 1840s. By 1864, there were twelve German 

Methodist preachers in Chicago. In 1893, there were over seven thousand communicants in the 

Chicago German conference that include Northeastern Illinois and Southeastern Wisconsin . Equally 

successful was Methodist mission work among Scandinavian immigrants. The first Scandinavian 

Methodist church in Chicago was organized in 1852. In 1877, the Methodist Episcopal Church 

organized a separate Swedish Conference followed by a Danish-Norwegian Conference in 1880. 

Deeply rooted in Scandinavian pietism, Scandinavian Methodists established their own annual camp 

meetings at the Des Plaines Camp Grounds, and their own theological seminary on the campus of 

Northwestern University. Committed to temperance and open to expanded roles for women, 

Scandinavian Methodism's social vision closely resembled that of the largely middle-class 

English-speaking Methodist neighbors.
11 

Methodism's success among Scandinavian immigrants was not duplicated with the new immigrants 

from southern and eastern Europe who arrived in Chicago during the last years of the nineteenth 

century. Primarily Catholic, the new immigrants had little inherent appreciation for evangelicalism, 

and in particular for Methodism's social vision. Rejecting Sabbatarianism, the temperance crusade, 

and even suspicious of the evangelical dominated and venerated public school system, new immigrants 

Temperance Publishing Association, 1892), 5, 166, 89. 
8 On the Des Plaines Camp Grounds, see Almer M. Pennewell , The Methodist Movement in Northern Illinois 

(Sycamore, IL: The Sycamore Tribune, 1942), 273-284; and Willard , A Classic Town , 210-212. 
9 Thomas Emerson Lenhart, "Methodist Piety in an Industrializing Society, 1865-1914'' (Ph.D. di ss., Northwestern 

University, 1981), 52-59. 
JO Pennewell The M ethodist Movement in Northern Illinois, 198-200. 

' 11 See Melton, Log Cabins to Steeples, 208-23; and H. K. Carroll , The Religious Forces of the United States, 
Enumerated, Classified and Described on the Basis of the Government Census of 1890 (New York: Christi an 
Literature Co., 1893), 232. 



seemed to provide ample documentation for the long held Protestant view that Catholicism spawned 
illiteracy, crime and poverty. Although viewing the new immigrants with alarm, Chicago 
Methodism's institutional response was limited to the establishment of missions among Czech, Italian 
and French speaking immigrants. As the 1896 report of the Chicago Home Missionary and 
Extension Society indicated, Chicago Methodism's failure effectively to evangelize the city's most 
recent immigrants was as much programmatic as it was cultural. In contrast to primitive Methodism, 
or even to the church's early missions among German immigrants, the new motivation for missions 
was not the conversion of sinners, or the perfection of the saints, but the acculturation of foreigners. 
Subsumed under "love of home," and the protection of sons and daughters of rural Illinois, the report's 
dire warnings contain no reference to the immigrants themselves. It, in fact, insisted that the church's 

priority of the establishment of suburban congregations was evangelically defensible. "We must help 
the unchurched well-to-do" the report argued, "as well as the outcast criminal class." 

12 

Methodism's, and evangelicalism's, growing failure to reach the urban, especially working class, 
masses did not go unnoticed. In his stinging indictment of Chicago's Protestant churches, W. T. 
Stead suggested, "They had succumbed largely to the temptation of 'being at ease in zion. "' Singling 
out Methodism, in particular, Stead suggested that Chicago Methodist ministers did little more than 
"make faces at the devil from behind the pulpit." Stead reserved praise for only two Christian 
ministries to the poor: Hull House and the Salvation Army. Although the ministries of Hull House 
and the Salvation Army contained common elements, Stead, biographer of Army Mother Catherine 
Booth and author of the Army's blueprint for the social regeneration of London, praised Hull House 
for its maintenance of an enthusiastic humanitarian commitment without intolerance. In effect, Stead 
was one of the first observers to recognize that the humanitarian, social, non-conversionist and 
explicitly earth- centered emphasis of Hull House represented a distinctive non-evangelical approach 
to social regeneration. Among Chicago Methodists, the settlement model of Christian mission struck 
a responsive chord. As early as the mid 1890s, Northwestern University established a settlement 
project under the direction of Harry E. Ward. Under Ward's leadership, Chicago Methodists rapidly 
assumed a leading role in the formulation of the social gospel. In 1907, while serving as pastor of a 
working class congregation near the Chicago stockyards, Ward helped to organize the Methodist 
Federation for Social Action. And in 1908, he authored a "Social Creed," for Christianity, which was 
adopted by the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and later by the Federal 
Council of Churches. In spite of the truly revolutionary views of Ward and other Methodists active 
in the social gospel movement, the dominant social themes of Chicago Methodism remained 
temperance, sabbatarianism, and the threat of Catholicism. The majority of Chicago Methodists, 
including both progressives and suburban moderates, were moralists intent on the civilization of an 
alien population through legislation and education. In spite of its radical rhetoric, the social gospel 

12 
Minutes of the Rock River Conference, 1896, 114, 68. In 1897, the Chicago Missionary and Church Extension 
Society a:gued that hal f of its receipts of $22,000 were expended on Bohemian , French, Italian, and other 
congregations among the poor. See, "Chicago Methodist Mission Work,11 Northwestern Christian Advocate 19 
May 1897. Typical expressions of the view that Catholicism spawned ignorance, intolerance, and immorality are fo und in Moore, Republic to Methodism, 10-18. 
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was never successful in the socio-economic integration of Christian communities, or in the creation of 

churches among the poor. In abandoning, or more commonly minimizing, the evangelical message 

of personal salvation, Chicago Methodists were unintentionally replacing an experiential basis for 

unity, which allowed for a degree of cultural diversity, with a cultural and political understanding of 

Christian mission that contained no immediate eternal call to arms. Although a proponent of Hull 

House style ministries, Stead remained suspicious of the transcendent hold of "civic regeneration. " 

"Very broad people," he observed, "are ... seldom as earnest as they are broad." 13 

In his affirmation of Hull House, Stead explicitly criticized the Salvation Army's "narrow" 

conception of orthodoxy. Rooted in the heritage of American perfectionistic revivalism, the 

Salvation Army, while sharing the settlement movement's commitment to solidarity and service among 

the poor, explicitly affirmed historic evangelicalism's commitment to individual conversion and a 

subsequent religious experience of purification and empowerment for service. In fact, the Salvation 

Army represented only one manifestation of evangelical service ministries among the urban masses. 

Drawing on a tradition that dated at least to the Finneyite revivals of the 1830s, urban perfectionist 

missions had spread rapidly in the two decades after the Civil \Var. During the decade of the 1890s, 

as Holiness evangelists were increasingly barred from stylish urban pulpits, they found receptive 

audiences in urban missions. The missions, in turn, produced converts who were hardly suitable for 

upscale Methodist churches. In many cities, such as Cincinnati, Providence, Washington, Brooklyn, 

Evansville, St. Louis, and even Chicago, Holiness missions evolved into independent Holiness 

congregations. One such mission, the Metropolitan Methodist Mission was organized in a heavily 

German and Scandinavian neighborhood on Chicago's northwest side during the spring of 1894. 

Founded by a group of religiously intense young adults who were members of the Western Avenue 

Methodist Episcopal Church, the Metropolitan Methodist Mission was a lay-initiated evangelistic 

outreach in an immigrant neighborhood lacking a Methodist Church. The central figures in the 

endeavor were two promising businessmen, Edwin L. Harvey and Marmaduke Mendenhall (Duke) 

Farson. On the surface, the two appeared to be highly unlikely candidates to found a religious 

community. In spite of the economic depression ravaging Chicago, at twenty-eight Harvey appeared 

to have a secure financial future. His string of low-priced workingmen 's hotels, which catered to 

business travelers, was prosperous and growing. The thirty- year-old Farson was a partner in the 

investment firm of Farson, Leach, & Company. Specializing in the sale of municipal bonds to 

finance irrigation and street railway projects, primarily in the West, the company scoured the West for 

municipalities which were in need of funds, expediting legal formalities and selling the bonds to 

eastern banks, insurance companies and private investors. 
14 

13 Stead, If Christ Came to Chicago , 268, 400, 402. 
14 The primary sources on the early history of the Metropolitan Methodi t Mission are scarce. Especially u eful arc a 

series of autobiographical letters written by Bernard Farson, a son of Duke M. Far on, to his son Kenneth in 1946. 
They will be referred throughout as Bernard Fars~n , "Autobiographical Letters. " ~opies wi!I be located ~n the 
William Kostlevy Papers, Fuller Theological Seminary. Also useful are several articles, which appeared m the 
Burning Bush. They include two articles by Mrs. Edwin. L. Harvey,

11

"0ur ~ork from Its Beginning," Burn~ng 
Bush 3 June 1920 and "Birth and Growth of the Metropol!tan Church, Bunwzg Bush , 11 June 1931 ; and Marian 
Madi,son, "Career of a Methodist,'' Burning Bush , 13 June 1950. Some biographical material on Harvey 
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The backgrounds of Harvey and Farson were remarkably similar. Both were products of pious 

Chicago Methodist homes that met sometime during the early 1880s at the Western Avenue Church. 

Converted in his youth, Harvey had become a class leader, secretary for Chicago's sixty-six Epworth 

Leagues, Methodist youth organizations, and the natural leader of a group of devout young people 

committed to evangelistic outreach. Harvey's interest in evangelism came naturally, his father, 

Daniel Harvey, a deliveryman in Chicago, having supplemented his income each summer through the 

sale of household products to downstate farm families. As his son Henry remembered years later, the 

elder Harvey spent as much time dispensing evangelical Christianity as household wares.
15 

Beginning in the early 1880s, Edwin L. Harvey began to hold evangelistic meetings in Methodist 

homes throughout the greater Chicago area. Discovering that Duke Farson, the son of a deceased 

Indiana Methodist minister, had an exceptional voice, Harvey convinced him to join a gospel quartet 

that accompanied him during his evangelistic forays. In the summer of 1884, while attending the Des 

Plaines Camp Meeting, Farson was converted. Although continuing their promising business careers, 

the two became inseparable. In 1887, Farson married Annie Butcher, a musician and member of the 

Western Avenue Church, while, in 1890, Harvey married Gertrude Ford, also a member of the 

Western Avenue Church. 

Shortly after the Harveys' marnage, the two friends purchased property on Chicago's near 

Southside and built a little red church. The property was deeded to the Rock River Conference of the 

Methodist Episcopal Church. Duke Farson was listed in the conference yearbook as pastor and 

Edwin L. Harvey served as Sunday school superintendent. In the spring of 1894, even as the 

devastating depression of 1893 paralyzed Chicago and the bloody Pullman Strike effectively tarnished 

the metropolis's "White City" image, Edwin L. Harvey acquired property for a new church on the 

corner of Chicago Avenue and Ada Street on the city's Northwest side. Located over five miles from 

the nearest Methodist Church, the Metropolitan Methodist Mission opened in July 1894 in a four-story 

brick building constructed at a cost of about fifty thousand dollars. Although Harvey held the deed to 

the property, the congregation was officially listed as being part of the North Chicago District of the 

Rock River Conference. Again Duke M. Farson was the pastor and Edwin L. Harvey, Sunday school 

superintendent. 

Initially the mission closely resembled the social settlement model pioneered by Hull House: for 

example, a deaconess taught classes in cooking and sewing for mothers as well as for young girls. 

The culmination of the mission's first year was a spectacular revival in a tent erected a block away. 

"Five hundred were at the altar in four weeks," Gertrude Harvey remembered in 1920. 

The success of the 1895 revival left a permanent mark upon the Metropolitan Methodist Mission. 

Evangelistic efforts and visitation among the sick and needy replaced such mundane and temporal 

activities as the teaching of cooking and sewing. 16 
Especially noteworthy was the mission's Sunday 

school. In only a year's time, under the direction of Harvey, the Sunday school averaged five 

1 
s appears in "God Answering By Fire, or the Great Chicago Revival," God's Revivalist, 30 May 1901 , 3. 
- Madison, "Career of a Methodist. " 

16 
Harvey, "Our Work from Its Beginning." 
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hundred children in attendance. With the Sunday School drawing primarily the children of 

Norwegian, Swedish, and German immigrant families, Harvey, always an entrepreneur, hired a bus 

and after Sunday School at the Western Avenue Church took as many teachers as were willing to go to 

the Metropolitan Mission for a 10:30 am Sunday School. While many of the parents of the Sunday 

School students were attending their immigrant churches, Harvey, who had cards printed by the 

thousands promising prizes and entertainment which appealed primarily to non-church children, 

managed a Sunday School that used the methods of tabloid journalism and dime novels to present the 

evangelical messages to children who were hardly welcome in Chicago's largely suburban Methodist 

churches. As Bernard Farson remembered years later, "they [the children] were a tough lot, and Ed 

[Harvey] sometimes said it needed two teachers for one pupil." Within two years, Sunday school 

attendance was averaging over eight hundred pupils. Adult church membership was more modest. 

Meeting before the Sunday school in an anteroom, the worship services averaged about 150.17 

Notwithstanding the unconventional character of the Metropolitan Methodist Mission, by the 

summer of 1897 Harvey, and especially Farson were rapidly establishing reputations as leaders of 

Methodism in the greater Chicago area. In recognition of his business acumen and service to 

Methodism, Harvey was chosen as secretary of the Des Plaines Camp Grounds. Farson, on the other 

hand, had become one of the most important financial contributors to Methodist missions and a 

frequent speaker in Chicago area Methodist churches while his brother John enjoyed the confidence of 

Methodist bishops who frequent! y visited his palatial estate in the Chicago suburb of Oak Park.18 

In spite of the success of their ministry and the deep piety of the two men, neither had experienced 

entire sanctification, nor was the Metropolitan Methodist Mission active in the thriving and 

Methodist-dominated Chicago holiness community. Nevertheless, Harvey, in particular, longed for a 

deeper religious experience. 19 In part, this desire was a product of the holiness agitation that 

surrounded the thirtieth annual camp meeting of the National Association for the Promotion of 

Holiness, which convened at the Des Plaines Camp Grounds in late July. Although Harvey was 

unable to "pray through," a fact that He would later attribute to the V.'orldliness and failure of the NHA 

sponsored camp meetings to preach the full gospel, the camp meeting left both Gertrude and Edwin 

. f h . 20 Harvey with a deep desue or eart punty. 

17 Bernard Farson, "Autobiographical Letters." Reports of the number of children in the Sunday School vary between 
five-hundred and one thousand. 

18 On the Farson's role in Chicago Methodism, see "Chicago and Vicinity, 11 Northwest Christian Advocate, 11 August 
1897. Information on John Farson, whose Oak Park home currently houses the Oak Park Historical Society, can 
be found in Jean Guarino, "A Man for All Seasons: John Farson," Illinois Magazine, March-April, 1989. A truly 
colorful personality, John Farson was a loyal Methodist. Evidence suggests he was more moderate in his 
religious views then his brother. 

19 The center of the holiness community in Chicago was the office of the Christian Witness Company located in the 
Method ist Church block on Washington Street. Publishers of the Christian Witness and Advocate of Bible 
Holiness, a weekly holiness periodical with offices in Boston and Chicago, the Christian Witness Company was 
closely associated with the National Holiness Association. The Christian Witness, as the periodical was known in 
the movement, contained a weekly column reporting on the movement in Chicago including reports of evangelistic 
meetings, holiness missions, and the regular meetings of holiness groups in Chicago area Methodist churches. 

20 The phrase "praying through" was the common expression to describe the intense periods of prayer that preceded 
the experience of entire sanctification. Also see, "National Holiness Camp-Meeting at Des Plaines," Northwest 

Christian Advocate, 18 August 1897. 



Deeply agitated over the lack of depth of his religious experience, Harvey invited popular and 
controversial holiness evangelist Beverly Carradine to conduct holiness meetings at the Metropolitan 
Methodist Mission in November 1897. An ordained minister in the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South, Carradine, who had experienced entire sanctification in 1889, was noted for his public attacks 

upon the dress, life-styles, and social activities of wealthy urban Methodists. 

In 1893, Carradine, to the relief of the Methodist hierarchy, entered a full time evangelistic 

ministry. Harvey's initial suggestion that Carradine be invited to speak at the Des Plaines Camp 
Meeting was vetoed by camp meeting leaders who reported that "they did not care to hear any 
Carradine preaching. "21 Carradine's preaching did not disappoint the Metropolitan Mission faithful. 
With Carradine vigorously attacking worldly dress and urging a deeper consecration on the part of 
believers, the meetings resµlted in numerous conversions and in the experience of entire sanctification 
for virtually all of the adult members of the church. Among the first to receive this deeper experience 

were Gertrude Harvey and Duke Farson. 

For Edwin L. Harvey, the struggle for entire sanctification was both intense and fraught with 
numerous apologies, restitutions, and repeated trips to the altar. Finally, early on the morning of 
November 28, 1897, he received the second blessing. The cost, in the terminology formulated two 

generations earlier by Methodist laywoman Phoebe Palmer, was high. He placed everything, 
including his wealth, on the altar. In doing so, Harvey moved radically beyond Palmer's 
metaphorical understanding of entire consecration. For the young entrepreneur, entire consecration 
entailed a literal surrender of worldly possessions.22 

In the fall of 1897, he was unaware that the doctrine of forsaking all, or giving up all, would lead 
to the sale of his home, his leaving of the Methodist Church, and his teaching that all Christians should , 
following the second chapter of Acts, willingly surrender their personal possessions. The description 
of the fall 1897 meetings, which appeared in the Christian Witness, is the earliest detailed 
contemporary description of the Metropolitan Methodist Mission. Although noting that the older 

people in this primarily immigrant neighborhood were unaffected, the report went on to state "the 
meeting presented the unusual spectacle of a congregation made up principally of young people." 
The meeting, similar to the revival services in 1895, represented a significant turning point in the 
history of the MCA. The Metropolitan Methodist Mission had become a distinctly holiness church 
and the stage was being set for one of the most interesting and colorful chapters in the history of 
Methodism and of the Holiness Movement in Chicago.23 

The Metropolitan Methodist Church did not immediately publicly embrace the increasingly 
controversial doctrines of premillennial eschatology and faith healing associated with the movement's 
radical fringes. However, the church's new commitment did lead to at least one immediate 
institutional development: in typical movement fashion, plans were made for a camp meeting. The 

21 "C . D B I C . oncerning r. every arradme," Burning Bush , 7 December 1911. '12 
~ On Harvey's struggle to experience entire sanctification, see Farson, "Autobiographical Letters" and Edwin L. 

Harvey. Sermons on Bible Characters (Waukesha, WI : Metropolitan Church Association, 1909), 186. 23 
"Chicago and Vicinity," Christian Witn ess, 9 December 1897. 



meeting was scheduled to begin in early June of 1898 and was to run for most of the summer. 

Although the primary speaker was to be Duke Farson, NHA evangelist and Presbyterian minister 

Edward F. Walker inaugurated the camp meeting. The site, designated as the church campground, 

was a vacant lot near the church. Commencing on Friday June 3rd, Walker concluded his portion of 

the services on Sunday evening June 12 in a service, which the Christian Witness described as "a 

season of remarkable power, never to be forgotten by those present. " Ironically, given Walker 's 

reputation as a scholarly and unemotional exponent of Holiness teaching who preached from the Greek 

New Testament, the physical manifestations and lack of decorum accompanying the meetings 

produced considerable controversy. In response, Walker praised "the fully saved young people" who 

made up the congregation. "And . how the Lord saved and sanctified the people," Walker glowingly 

reported. "And how the community of 'religionists' around were stirred," he concluded. The report 

failed to describe the exact physical manifestations accompanying "this season of remarkable power. 11 

But the Metropolitan Methodist Church's reputation for demonstrative worship and its ignominy 

among the religious establishment began to take root during the summer of 1898. Walker, in turn, 

never forgot the Metropolitan Methodist Church. Twenty years later, as general superintendent of the 

Pentecostal Church of the Nazarene, long after virtually all Holiness Movement leaders had dismissed 

the MCA as a band of disparate fanatics, he continued to defend the group's principal leaders and 

much of its criticism of the Holiness Movement. 24 

Although the central ministry of the church continued to be its Sunday school, the rapid growth of 

the Metropolitan Methodist Church, as it was known by 1898, necessitated a structure that 

incorporated the standard physical features of a church. In the fall of 1898, construction began on a 

full-fledged church on the site of the 1898 camp meeting. Funded by Farson, this facility, which 

could comfortably seat over one thousand people, served the church into the early twentieth century 

when the establishment of the apparatus of a religious denomination--a retirement home, Bible and 

missionary training school, and a publishing house-- resulted in the MCA's search for larger facilities. 

Although the church's large auditorium and gallery were often crowded, the congregation increasingly 

became noted for the groups of youthful church workers who visited prisons and hospitals, and who 

conducted open-air street meetings. Invariably the church's commitment to Christian perfection, as 

evidenced in increasingly controversial doctrines and aggressive evangelistic tactics, threatened the 

staid evangelicalism of Chicago Methodism. Nevertheless, a Methodist hierarchy hesitant to 

jeopardize the sizable financial contributions of Duke, and especially, John Farson easily ignored the 

h h 
. . . 25 

c urc 's eccentnc1t1es. 

24 The accounts of Walker's ministry at the Metropolitan Methodist Church are in S. Rice, 11 Chicago and Vicinity11 

Christian Witness, 23 June 1898, 30 June 1898. Walker's long relationship with the MCA is discussed in 
"Editorial: Dr. Edward F. Walker, 11 Burning Bush, 18 August 1918. Biographical information is avai lable in 
Delbert R. Rose Papers, Asbury Theological Seminary, Wilmore, Kentucky; 11 Dr. Edward F. Walker: An Exege te 
Par Excellence 11 Herald , 5 November 1969. See also, the biographical fil e in the Christian Holiness Association 
Papers, B. L. Fisher Library, Asbury Theo logical Seminary, Wilmore, Kentucky. 

25 Harvey, 11 Birth and Growth of the Metropolitan Church.11 See also, H. C. Morrison, 
11

The Meeting in Chicago,
11 

Pentecostal Herald, 6 December 1899, 8. The nature of Methodist piety in Chicago is discussed in Lenhart, 
"Methodist Piety in an Industrializing Society," 203-262. The changing characte~ of Metho~ i s t piety is reflected 
in the Northwest Christian Advocate which increasingly equated chu rch growth with evangelism and replaced the 



As their fourteen-year partnership had demonstrated, the ministry of Edwin L. Harvey and Duke 
Farson could not be contained in a single structure. The congregation had been in the stately Huron 
Street church less than a year when Farson, with seemingly endless financial resources, purchased an 
abandoned Episcopal church on the near west side of Chicago which he had remodeled into a simple, 
but large, barn-like structure. Referred to as a "Holiness tabernacle," the name, types of services and 
nature of the building reflected the changing character of the ministry, although, as always, Harvey 
establish~d a Sunday school for neighborhood children. Initially the tabernacle did not house a 
permanent congregation. Similar to Holiness skid row missions, its purposes was the evangelization of 
a particular social class, in this case the middle class, in an informal and not overtly religious setting, 
easily accessible to the target group. Services were to be held twice on Sunday and on Wednesday 
and Friday evenings. Beverly Carradine, who was hired by the entrepreneurial Farson for an 
exclusive six-month engagement, opened the tabernacle in mid-November. The name "tabernacle," a 
reference to the temporary worship structure of the Israelites during the Exodus, was indicative of the 
eschatological revolution sweeping the Holiness Movement. Drawing on the imagery of incipient 
fundamentalism and reflecting the market-driven ecclesiology of turn of the century evangelicalism, 
"tabernacles" were centers of evangelism, simply and inexpensively constructed, and easily dismantled, 
which could seat between three hundred and three thousand people. Exclusively used by 
premillennialists, the goal of tabernacle ministries was the salvation, and for many sanctification, of as 
many sinners as possible before the return of Jesus. For Harvey and Farson, drawing deeply on 
popular religious currents, the adoption of the tabernacle metaphor did not signify an eschatological 
shift. It did suggest, following the example of A. B. Simpson, a pioneer in the tabernacle concept, a 
lessening of denominational loyalty. For unlike their earlier ministries, Farson and Harvey made no 
attempt to incorporate the Western Avenue Holiness tabernacle into the apparatus of the Rock River 
Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church.26 

Although opened amid accusations that it would weaken the ministry of a neighboring church, the 
completion of the non-denominational Western Avenue tabernacle did not mean that the Metropolitan 
Church had completely abandoned Methodism. In early November, the Church, in cooperation with 
Chicago First Church, hired popular M. E. Church, South evangelist Henry Clay Morrison for what 
was announced to be a ten-day evangelistic campaign. Morrison held evening services at the Huron 
A venue location and spoke each noon at First Church in the Methodist block on Washington A venue. 
Although no stranger to controversy and certainly open to mild physical manifestations in worship, 
Morrison, a cultured and highly successful pastor of affluent M. E. Church, South congregations, was 
startled by the demonstrative worship of the Metropolitan Church. Years later, Harvey accused 
Morrison of attempting to restrain "Holy Ghost" demonstrations such as shouting and jumping. For 
his part, Morrison, who excused himself before the services were scheduled to end, noted that his noon 

26 

older perfectionist, and distinctly Methodist, vocabulary with code words of Keswick piety. This is reflected in the paper's "higher life 11 column. 

The tabernacle concept has not received the attention it warrants. See Robert L. N iklaus, John S. Sawin, and 
Samuel J. Stoesz, All For Jesus: God at Work in the Christian and Missionary Alliance Over One Hundred Years (Camp Hill, PA: Christian Publications, 1986), 150-151. 
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meetings were well received. In spite of his hurried exit, Morrison received his full pay, provided a 

always by Duke Farson, of one hundred dollars. Fortunately, the friendly E . F. Walker was able to 

conclude the scheduled ten-day Morrison campaign, setting the stage for Carradine's six-month siege 

of Chicago. 27 

Notwithstanding his reservations, Morrison was deeply impressed by what he described as the 

"devout" and "zealous" body of over three hundred young people, including forty-five "fully 

sanctified" Sunday school teachers, who comprised the adult membership of the Metropolitan 

Methodist Church. Noting that between seventy-five and one hundred professions of faith and over 

thirty applications for church membership had occurred during his abbreviated services, Morrison 

praised Harvey and Farson for the tremendous energy they expended in business and evangelism. 

"They are the aggressive, happy type of sanctified people," Morrison wrote concerning Edwin and 

Gertrude Harvey, "who overflow with joy in the Lord." Referring to Duke Farson, Morrison wrote, 

"his face shines all the time, and he dares to undertake great things for God, and has faith to expect 

great things from Him." "May the blessings of the Lord rest upon these good people, and give them 

great victory in their work," Morrison concluded.28 

Morrison's primary concern about the services of the Metropolitan Methodist Church seems to 

have been what be perceived were the church's demonstrative worship style; however, other 

controversial elements of the church were also undergoing important developments. Throughout the 

fall, Harvey, already considered an expert on Christian stewardship by virtue of his great wealth, was 

urging members of his own congregation and others active in the interrelated bodies of the Chicago 

Holiness community to devote greater percentages of their wealth to Christian missions. In fact, 

Edwin and Gertrude Harvey were becoming increasingly preoccupied with the economic implications 

of Holiness rhetoric. Dismissing the older Holiness hermeneutic which had understood entire 

consecration of wealth to imply a figurative commitment, Edwin Harvey, adopting a position also held 

by Martin Wells Knapp, began urging Christians to surrender all to God above immediate living 

expenses. For her part, Gertrude Harvey sold her wedding ring, silk dresses and fancy hats , and 

began to question the legitimacy of owning an elegant home. Turning to Beverly Carradine for 

counsel , the Harveys w ere startled to hear this so-called champion of radical self-denial defend such 

luxuries as wedding rings and stylishly furnished homes. Similar to Morrison's abbreviated fall 

campaign, Carradine's exclusive six-month engagement quietly ended six weeks early. Preaching at 

the tabernacle on W estern Avenue was continued by Farson, E. L. Harvey, Harvey's brother, Henry L. 

Harvey and C. E. Ellsworth , superintendent of the Madison Street Gospel Mission. Carradine never 

returned to the Metropolitan Church. In less then one year, the church's radicalism had alienated the 

two most powerful Holiness preachers in the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. Frustrated by the 

27 On Morrison's Chicago campaign, see Christian Witn ess, 9 November 1899, 9. Harvey's reflections on the 
meetings are contained in several Burning Bush editori als. See, "For Every One That Doeth Ev il Hatcth the 
Light 11 Burning Bush , 30 October 1903, 4; "A Review of the 'rears," Burning Bush , 12 January 1922, 4; and 
"Con~erning Dr. Beverl y Carradine," Burning Bush, 7 December 1911 , 4. See also, Henry Clay Morrison, "The 
Meeting in Chicago," Pentecostal H erald, 6 December 1899, 8. 

28 Morrison, "The Meeting in Chicago." 



conventional ministries of NHA evangelists, Farson and Harvey invited Seth C. Rees, president of the 

rival, premillennial International Apostolic Holiness Union (IAHU), to continue the meetings at the 

Holiness Tabernacle. 29 

Unlike Carradine, who had reported only six conversions at his final service, Rees' ten-day 

ministry, which began on Friday, April 20th, 1900, was greeted by such spiritual demonstrations as 

shouting and jumping. In the final service alone, over one hundred conversions were recorded.
30 

Rees' style, and his support for demonstrative worship, along with the IAHU commitment to 

premillennialism, faith healing, and suspicion of denominations, as well as its increasingly radical 

belief in God's ownership of all property made Rees and the IAHU natural allies of the Metropolitan 

Methodist Church. 

In the wake of Rees' services, the Metropolitan Methodist Church entered the orbit of the IAHU 

and the informally linked network of Holiness radicals that looked to Martin Wells Knapp for 

information, support and direction. Once established, the relationship between the IAHU and the 

Metropolitan Methodist Church developed rapidly. In September, Rees was the main speaker at a 

church-sponsored camp meeting. By November, he had relocated to Chicago and was a paid 

employee of Duke Farson. In December, Knapp joined Rees for a missionary convention at the 

Metropolitan Methodist Church in Chicago. Harvey's writings began to appear in the Revivalist, 

while Rees, in turn, was the principal speaker for a remarkable religious revival that swept Chicago 

during the spring of 1901. In the fall of 1901, one year after meeting Harvey, Knapp invited him to 

lead the 1902 Mount of Blessing Camp Meeting and to assume leadership of Knapp's empire in 

Cincinnati, a plan terminated by Knapp's sudden death in December 1901. Although blocked from 

assuming the leadership of Knapp's empire, Harvey never tired of reminding his followers that their 

ministry was the rightful heir of the ministry of Martin Wells Knapp. 

During the fall of 1899, while preparations were being completed for the Holiness tabernacle on 

Western Avenue, Duke Farson purchased one hundred acres of property near Ottawa, Illinois as a site 

for a Holiness camp meeting. Known as Buffalo Rock, for the picturesque forty acre rock formation 

overlooking the Illinois River, the campsite, destined to become an Illinois State Park, was praised as 

one of the most beautiful camp meeting locations west of the Allegheny Mountains. 3 1 

Farson 's decision to establish a camp meeting, linked with the opening of the non-denominational 

Holiness tabernacle, was a clear indication that the Metropolitan Methodist Church was in the process 

of developing an institutional structure independent of Methodism. In this regard, the establishment 

of a camp meeting was especially significant. As the fundamental institutional expression of the 

nineteenth-century Holiness revival, camp meetings could easily develop into centers of resistance to 

29 
The Harveys' increased interest in economic matters is discussed in "Chicago and Vicinity," Christian Witness, 12 

October 1899, 8; and Mrs. E. L. Harvey, "A Page from My Experience." On the wealth of the Harveys, see 
Morri son, "The Meeting in Chicago." The conclusion of Carradine's Chicago meetings is discussed in "Chicago 
and Vicinity ," Christian Witn ess, 12 April 1900, 8. 

30 

31 
"Revival Reports," Revivalist, 10 May 1900, 11. 

The Chicago Tribune reported that Farson had purchased the site to prevent one of the most beautiful sites in the 
state from becoming a "beer garden" and "gambling resort. " "Help Save Chicago ," Chicago Tribune, 1 March 
1901 , 1. 

• 
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denominational structures, while serving as incubators for religious loyalties that could facilitate the 

formation of new denominations. As in the case of the MCA, the annual camp meeting became, 

along with group's periodical, the Burning Bush , the primary vehicle for the recruitment of church 

workers, for fund raising, and for the development of group solidarity. 

Compared to the thousands of MCA faithful who would flock to the group 's camp meetings in the 

1920s, the small gathering of Holiness faithful, who assembled, amid a steady rain, at Buffalo Rock on 

August 25, 1900, appeared to be of little consequence. The numbering of annual camp meetings, 

which commenced in 1900 at Buffalo Rock, established the basic chronology of the movement. 

Consequently, the 1900 encampment became an important, and to some the definitive, date in the 

history of the movement. 

For the opening days of the camp meeting, Duke Farson, employing his financial resources freely, 

had enlisted the services of some of the most distinguished evangelists in the Holiness Movement. 

Among the scheduled speakers was popular Indiana evangelist John T. Hatfield, National Holiness 

Association evangelist L. B. Kent and representing the movement's premillennial wing, Seth C. Rees. 

Kent, a veteran of the Holiness Movement in Illinois, provided detailed accounts of the meetings to the 

Christian Witness. 

Similar to other early accounts concerning the MCA, Kent was deeply impressed by the preaching 

of Farson and Harvey. "No college-training can give preachers what God has given this young 

business man as a soul saving preacher," Kent wrote concerning Farson. Following a sermon by 

Harvey, Kent noted that he was coming to believe that "fully consecrated and anointed business men 

may be the most effectual preachers of the word. "32 Although no hint of fanaticism appears in Kent's 

account, the central themes of the sermons preached by Harvey are the themes that would be 

prominent in the mature MCA. Preaching from two of his favorite texts, Luke 16: 19-27, the story of 

the rich man and Lazarus the poor beggar, and Galatians 2:20, Paul's statement that he had been 

crucified with Christ, Harvey, who was still struggling with his own wealth, defined the possession of 

wealth and the trappings of middle class Methodism, such as education, insurance, and popularity, as 

signs that one was on the road to perdition. In effect, the reason few, if any, Holiness Movement 

leaders foresaw that Harvey's teaching on possessions would led to a repudiation of personal property 

was that the doctrine of consecration itself could easily led to such a conclusion. This was especially 

true for the radical premillcnnial wing of the Movement which was growing rapidly and increasingly 

interpreting itself in light of the second chapter of Acts which unmistakably taught that in the 

normative New Testament church all property was held in common.
33 

The most notable event in the life of the Metropolitan Methodist Church during the fall of 1900 

was a missionary convention held on Sunday, December 2. The primary purpose of the convention 

32 L. B. Kent , "The Buffa lo Rock Camp Meeting, 11 Christian ~Vitness, 20 September 1900, 13. 
33 Ibid. On the Buffalo Rock Camp Meeting, see also, L. B. Kent, "The Pentecostal Buffa lo Rock Meeting: The 

Second Week," Christian ~Vitness, 4 October 1900, 11 ; and Seth C. Rees, Revivalist 27 September 1900, 3. For a 
version of Harvey's sermon on Lazarus the beggar, sec Harvey, Sermons on Bible Characters, 219-242. For 
Harvey 's teaching co ncerning a believer's need to crucify self, see his "Real Crucifixion," Burning Bush , 6 October 

1904, 5. 



was to celebrate the missionary call of Charles and Lettie Bird Cowman, Chicago natives and recent 

God's Bible School students who were about to embark on a faith missionary venture in Japan. 

In many ways the Cowmans' experience illustrates the perplexing and interrelated character of turn 

of the century evangelicalism. Following his conversion at Grace Methodist Episcopal Church in 
Chicago, Charles Cowman, a Western Union Telegraph Company executive, began to attend classes at 

Garrett Theological Seminary and at Moody Bible Institute. Experiencing a call to the mission field 
following an ad~hess by A. B. Simpson, Cowman, who had initially sought to fulfill his calling by 
applying to the mission board of the Methodist Episcopal Church, came under the influence of Martin 
Wells Knapp's Revivalist. Traveling to Cincinnati, the Cowmans assisted in the founding of God's 

Bible School and made the momentous decision to become missionaries to Japan without the support, 
financial or otherwise, of a denomination or established mission board. As "faith missionaries," the 

Cowman's would have no salary, but would rely on the free will offerings of supporters.
34 

In late November, the Cowmans, accompanied by the Knapps, Seth C. Rees, Rees' son Byron, and 
Quaker evangelist Charles Stalker left Cincinnati for Chicago. Knapp was deeply impressed by the 
generosity and spirit of the Metropolitan Methodist Church. In his glowing report of the convention, 
he noted that "amid shouts and tears of holy joy" one thousand dollars had been raised for the 
Revivalist's World Wide Mission Fund. Regarding the church, Knapp wrote, 

Its pastor and his helpers, abominate fairs , festivals, concerts, and all such worldly things in 
the Church of God, and demand that their ministers must have the baptism of the Holy 
Ghost and fire as Jesus requires, and will not tolerate fireless preachers. 

In response to the generosity of the church, a conference was called which concluded that Stalker 
and Byron J. Rees would sail from New York in January on a much discussed "round-the-world" 
mission trip. 35 The convention concluded with a simple ordination service for Charles and Lettie Bird 
Cowman. Martin Wells Knapp, Seth C. Rees, Byron J. Rees and Charles Stalker laid their hands on 

the departing missionaries. Following the convention, Byron Rees and Charles Stalker departed for 
New York and later the Cowmans departed for San Francisco. Both adventures would enter into the 
lore of the Holiness Movement. The fact that the central role of the Metropolitan Church Association 
in both sagas remains unrecorded is a testimony to both evangelicalism's and the I-Ioliness Movement's 
quest for respectability and their desire to avoid the stigma of fanaticism. 36 

34 
On the faith principal in m1ss1ons, see Paul Westphal Thomas and Paul William Thomas, The Days of Our 

Pilgrimage: The 1-fistory of the Pilgrim Holiness Church (Marion, IN: The Wesley Press, 1976), 34-35. 35 
"The Chicago Convention," Revivalist , 13 December 1900, 12. 

36 
On the ordination service, see Lettie B. Cowman, Charles E. Cowman: Missionary Warrior (Los Angeles: Oriental 
Missionary Society, 1928), 114. Stalker, whose published account of the world wide missionary trip was widely 
circulated, remained an active force in the Holiness Movement for nearly sixty years. The Cowmans would 
found the Oriental Missionary Society (now OMS International.) The mission 's greatest success would come in 
Korea through the founding of the Evangelical Holiness Church of Korea, the country's third largest denomination 
and of Seoul Theological Seminary, one of the largest graduate schools of theology in Asia. Of equal 
significance was the personal ministry of Lettie Bird Cowman, who served as the president of OMS from 
1928-1949. Her devotional book, Streams in the Desert, would become the best selling evangelical devotional 
book of the twentieth century. The standard history of OMS is Robert D. Wood, Jn These Mortal Hands: The 
Story of the Oriental Missionary Society, the First Fifty Years (Greenwood, IN : OMS International, 1983). 
Stalker briefly touches on the Chicago Convention in Charles H. Stalker, Twice Around the ivor/d with the Holy 
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Ghost, or Impressions and Convictions of the Mission Field (Columbus, OH: Charles H. Stalker, 1906), 16. 

Ironicall y, Byron J. Rees (1877-1920), fo llowing the around-the-world tour, dropped out of the Holiness 

Movement. Becomi ng a professor of English at Will iams College and an au thority on nineteenth- century 

American literature, Rees served as editor of the standard edition of Thoreau 's Walden. 
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