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Holiness in the Trans-Pacific Religious Experiences
Prof. Myung Soo Park, Ph .D.
Church History
Seoul Theological Universi ty

Introduction: Holiness movement and religious experience

The founder of the Methodist Church, John Wesley, stressed the Bible and religious experience as
the most important two factors in Christian faith.

1

The Bible is the foundation of the Christian faith

and lets us know the objective contents of the faith, which we have to pursue. The religious experience
is to make the contents of the Bible our own. If there is only the Biblical knowledge and no religious
experience, which accompanies it, then it will be regarded as a religious credo only. On the other hand,
if the religious experience is emphasized while there is no Biblical foundation for it, then it will
prompt for a wrongful mysticism.

2

The Holiness Church in Korea as a descendent of Wesley's spirit ,

stressed both the Bible and its experience altogether.
The Wesleyan Holiness Movement believed the doctrine of holiness as the essential idea of the
Bible and called their idea of holiness the Scriptural Holiness. This Wesleyan holiness doctrine, which
is rooted in the Wesleyan revival movement of the eighteenth century, was developed by the American
Holiness movement of the nineteenth century, and was introduced to Korean Holiness Churches in the
twentieth century, is based on human depravity or sinful nature . The humankind is born with a
depravity, which has been inherited from the original sin of Adam. This depravity is partiall y
destroyed at the moment of regeneration. However, it lingers afterwards to lead us into sin again.
Therefore, in order to be totally free from this depravity and to reach holiness or entire sanctificatio n,

it is believed that we have to experience a radical change, which is called the baptism of the Holy
Spirit. Wesleyan Holiness movement stressed this point clearly. Thus, the most important. point to the
holiness movement proponents was whether they had experienced the holiness experience or the

2

Dr. Chongnam Cho, the former president of Seoul Theological College (now Seoul Theo logical University), stresses the
Bible and experience among the four standards of John Wesley, the Bible, tradition, reason, and experience. T he tradi tion
and reason are dealt with in the context of hermeneutics : Chongnam Cho, J ohn Wesley's Theology (Seo ul : Christian
Literature Society in Korea, 1984), pp. 56-94.
For the relationship between the Bible and experience from the perspective of evangelicalism and the Hol iness Church,
present president of STU, Chang-Geun Mock, " Evangelicalism and Religious Experience, " Theology and M ission, 30

baptism of the Holy Spirit. As the experien ce of convers ion was importa nt to the Puritans , the
experie nce of holiness was importa nt to the Wesley an Holines s moveme nt.
The Korea Evange lical Holines s Church, the most importa nt and biggest holiness denomi nation in
Korea believes in this Wesley an Holines s doctrine as the most importa nt essence among its doctrine s.
The constitu tion of the Holines s Church in Korea writes, " the entire sanctifi cation or holiness means
receivin g the Baptism of the Holy Spirit through Jesus Christ, and it is the experie nce to receive after
being born again by the faith. Additio nally, the holiness cleans us from the inbred sin, distingu ishes us
to receive the power to achieve the will of God." 3 The Holines s Church in Korea maintai ns the view
that holiness is the baptism of the Holy Spirit. More specific ally, it explain s the holiness as 1) given
after being born, 2) given by the faith, 3) is experien ced instanta neously , 4) makes us cleanse d from
our inbred sin, and 5) empowe rs to carry our mission .
This paper desires to examine how this Wesley an Holines s experie nce reached Korean Christia ns
from the Americ an Holines s movem ent activists through Orienta l Mission ary Society .4 It is importa nt
in the study of the holiness movem ent to investig ate how the Wesley an holiness doctrine reached
Korea for the sake of the doctrina l perspec tive. Howeve r, it is as equally importa nt to study how this
Wesley an holiness experien ce is shared with Wesley an Holines s people in the Trans Pacific region. It
is this bond of shared feeling of the experien ce, which is as equally importa nt as and perhaps even
more importa nt than the bond in the doctrina l perspec tive. This paper intends to examin e how the
experie nce of holiness , which is the essence of the holiness moveme nt, is witness ed and shared in the
both sides of the Pacific.

Radical Experience of American Holiness Movem ent

A. Martin Wells Knapp: "Out of Egypt into Canaan"
I'd like to start this paper by discussi ng the experien ce of the radical holiness movem ent of the late
nineteen th century, which was the direct backgro und for the Holines s Church in Korea. The Orienta l
Mission ary Society (OMS), which was the main source of the holiness moveme nt in Japan, Korea, and
other Asian countrie s, was the result of this radical holiness moveme nt. The radical holiness
movem ent is rooted in the ministry of Martin Wells Knapp, who was the cofound er of Internat ional
Apostol ic Holines s Union and the first principa l of God's Bible School. 5
Knapp was born of a Method ist family in Calhoun County of Michiga n on March 27, 1853. 6 His

3

4

(200.+), pp. 47-63.
Myung-Jik Lee, A Brief History of the Oriental Missionar y Society Holiness Church in Korea (Seoul: the Board of Directors
of Oriental Missionary Society, 1929), p. 13.
The model for this study is Estrclda Alexander, "Conversion and Sanctification in Nineteenth-century African American
Wesleyan Women, Conversio n in the Wesleyan Tradition, Kennet h Collins and John I-I. Tyson, ed. (Nashiville: Abingdon
Press, 2001), pp. 83-100 .
William Kostlevy, No Silver, No Gold: The Burning Bush Movement and the Communitarian Holiness Vision," (PhD diss.,
University of Notre Dame, 1996).
For a detailed biography of Knapp and Martin W. Knapp, A. M. Hills, A H ero of Faith and Power: Life of Martin Wells
Knapp (Noblesville, IN : Newby Book Room, 1973); for Knapp's personal testimony, Martin W. Knapp, Out of Egypt
into
Canaan: or Lessons in Spiritual Geograph y (Albion, MI: The Revivalist, 1889), pp. 187-196.
11
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mother was a devout Methodist. She used to leave Scriptural verses for Knapp to read on his desk.
Nevertheless, Knapp revolted. He refused to go in the house when a pastor was making a home visit.
He assisted his father and engaged in farming business. At the age of seventeen, he was admitted to
Albion College. In the college, he met another woman of faith , Lucy J. Glenn. She became Knapp 's
wife later on. Glenn made it clear to Knapp that she could not have the same yoke with a person, who
had not repented. Knapp, who started the life of faith since the childhood, had the fear of the final
judgment. God used the judgment to have Knapp repent.

7

After all, Knapp gave up everything and

decided to obey the Lord. He became reborn. Later, Knapp married Glenn and became a minister of
the Michigan annual conference in Methodist Episcopal Church.
This was an unforgettable event for Knapp much like crossing the Red Sea. However, there was
another obstacle to cross over for Wesleyan Holiness movement. That was to cross the Jordan River
after traversing the wilderness. Knapp never returned to the secular world after his experience of
regeneration. The power of sin was destroyed in his heart. However, he was not completely cleansed.
Knapp knew in his heart that there were some parts of him, which had not submitted to Christ entirely.
In other words, there was still an element of depravity in his heart, i.e. residue sin. This remained sin
or carnal nature was still fighting against the spiritual power in his heart. True peace only comes after
the war is over.
Knapp was taught of this point clearly in a Bishop William Taylor's meeting, which was held in
8
June 1882. He advised Knapp not to play in a shallow steam of grace but to go into the deep sea of

God's grace. He was advising Knapp to pursue the full grace of holiness. From this moment on, Knapp
began to pray on this matter. One day in November, while he was meditating on the words of the
Scripture in 1 John 1:9, he was made fully aware of his sinful nature and remembered the Scriptural
verse, which promised complete cleansing from all sin, when he laid out all his sin and confessed it.
That moment, Knapp experienced the grace of holiness. Now, Knapp crossed the Jordan River and
entered Canaan. He received "the blessed baptism of the Spirit that cleanses from inbred sin and fills
with perfect love."

9

Knapp's religious experience did not end here. He suffered from heat prostration for a long time,
and, because of this health problem, he had a difficult time in the college and his ministry. Thus, the
physicians advised Knapp to quit the ministry and take a rest. But Knapp experienced not only the
grace of holiness but also the grace of divine healing at the same time. Nevertheless, Knapp said that
this physical healing could be regarded as a shadow only when compared to the spiritual blessing.
However, the spiritual healing is related to the physical healing simultaneously, and it results in full
salvation.

10

Knapp began to possess three clear convictions through his experience. The first was the

7

Hills, A Hero of Faith and Pm-ver: Lzfe of Martin Wells Knapp, pp . 32-33. Wesley mentioned the fea r of death as a standard
of conversion in Kenneth J. Collins, "Wesley and the Fear of Death as a Standard of Conversi on,'' Conversion in the
Wesleyan Tradition, Kenneth Collins and John H. Tyson, ed., pp. 56-58.
8
David Bundy, "Bishop William Taylor and Methodist Mission: A Study in Nineteenth Century Social I Iistory," Methodist
History 27 (July 1989).
9
Knapp, Out of Egypt into Canaan, p. 192.
1
° Knapp, Out of Egypt into Canaan, p. 194.
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exper ience of holine ss, which he pursu ed all along , i.e. enteri ng Canaa n. The
secon d was the
convi ction for the gospe l of divine healing. The third was that God was leadin g
him to the specia l
evang elism minis try to share his religio us exper ience rather than worki ng as a pasto
r in a local churc h.
When you receiv e the Holy Sprit, you have to share the exper ience with others . That
is the path for the
holine ss preac hers to follow .
Knap p's exper ience is very impor tant for the trans- Pacifi c holine ss move ment. The
reaso n was that
most of early missio naries of the Orien tal Missi onary Socie ty were gradu ates of
God 's Bible Schoo l,
which Knap p establ ished, and Knap p's exper ience was the exem plar mode l for
them to follow . The
purpo se of the holine ss move ment is to repeat this kind of exper ience after all.

B. Charles E. Cowman: "God's Will"
A perso n, who dema nds more direct attent ion in regard to Orien tal Missi onary Socie
ty, may be its
found er, Charl es E. Cowm an. Cowm an's biogra phy, Missi onary Warri or, had
been read by all
missio naries of the OMS and was sugge sted as an exam ple of a holine ss exper
ience . Cowm an was
born of a traditi onal Metho dist family at Toulo n, Illino is in March 1868 and began
his religi ous life
early. Howe ver, he deepl y indulg ed in secula r pleasu res even after gettin g marri
ed. Mean while , his
wife, Lettie Cowm an, attend ed a revival praye r meeti ng of a Grace Metho dist Churc
h in Chica go and
repen ted fully to receiv e Jesus Chris t as the savior. Lettie was fond of music from
the childh ood and
felt a peace , which she never exper ienced in a secula r music , throug h the praise s
sung at the reviva l
.
11
meeti ng.
Lettie sugge sted her husba nd to come forwa rd to the altar for repen tance and to begin
the religi ous
life togeth er again. Howe ver, Charl es Cowm an refuse d, and Lettie alone walke d
to the altar. At this
mome nt, Charl es Cowm an felt a deep chasm betwe en him and his wife. He wante
d to follow his wife,
but his pride would not allow it. After the revival meeti ng, he and his wife came
back home . Once at
home , Cowm an knelt in front of God and confe ssed his sin. He praye d to God to take
this prodi gal son
in. God answe red Charl es Cowm an with a convi ction that his sin was clean sed by
the precio us blood
of Jesus on the Cross . Now, he receiv ed the grace of exper iencin g regen eratio n.
Cowm an starte d his religio us life once again with fervor. No one in the Grace Meth
odist Churc h
was as devot ed as Cowm an. There was a layma n Chris tian in the churc h name d Georg
e Simis ter. He
told Cowm an his own exper ience. Simis ter expla ined that the exper ience was
manif ested after
regen eratio n and that it make s him not to be swaye d by doubt and confu sion. Cowm
an thoug ht he had
this exper ience. Howe ver, Cowm an realized that he had not reach ed this stage after
show ing a tempe r
over a trivial matte r at his workp lace. Simis ter told Cowm an that the bitter root
of sin (inbre d sin)
remai ned in him yet to cause this kind of incidents. He then stress ed the impor tance
of the baptis m by
the Holy Spirit in order to be free from this snare. 12
Cowm an thoug ht that what was the most impor tant was to obey God's will above
all. And, this
will of God was to receiv e the baptis m by the Holy Spirit to exper ience holine
ss. This was more
11

Lettie B. Cowman, Missio nary Warrior: Charle s E. Cowma n, (Greenwood, IN : OMS Interna
tional, 1976; original edition,
1928), pp. 52-54

important than evangelism or preaching. After all, Cowman was determined to give up all himself
completely into the hands of God in order to experience this grace of God. Cowman said , " I have
committed myself and my all into God's hands, and He has accepted the offering. Life henceforth can
never be the same."

13

Cowman was not a person, who preaches holiness simply, anymore. He was a testifier of th e
experience of holiness. From that moment on, the goal of his life was to teach this to others so that the
same experience could be shared. This was the will of God for him. After this experience, Cowman 's
ministry changed a great deal. Of course, Cowman spread the gospel with zeal even before this
experience. However, Cowman began to possess the power of the Holy Spirit after the experience.
God always achieves His Work through the lives of people, who completely rely on Him. Cowman
was this kind of people, chosen for God's Work.
The OMS, which was established by Cowman, was brought about to accomplish this v1s1on.
Cowman after experiencing holiness wanted to be a Methodist missionary in the beginning. However,
he maintained a close relationship with Martin Wells Knapp, the co -founder of International Holiness
Union, and came to Japan with Knapp's support for mission in Asia. Thus, the holiness movement in
Asia with OMS was the result of radical holiness movement with International Apostolic Holiness
Union.

14

Religious Experience of Japanese Holiness Movement

A: Juji Nakada: "Cleansing over Power"
The Oriental Missionary Society is an organization established by American Cowman and
Japanese Juji Nakada.

15

Nakada was born at the third son of a low class samurai family at

Hirosake-city, Aomori-Hyun in October 1870. Nakada was a prankster. However, Honda Yoichi, who
was ministering at a Methodist church in the area (he later became a bishop of the Methodist Episcopal
Church), taught Nakada the gospel persistently to have him believe in Jesus. Nakada 's life changed
since th en. Soon after, his mother also believed Jesus and said , " the religion, which has done good
things for my son, can not be bad for me, either."

16

Later, Nakada enrolled in a theological school but had to drop out because of disinteres t.
Nevertheless, Honda offered Nakada a position as a local preacher in a rural church. From th e surface,
it looked as if his ministry was a success. And he was ordained a Methodist pastor in 1894. How ever,
he felt a spiritual emptiness. In order to resolve this issue, Nakada was determined to stud y abroad at
th e Moody Bible Institute in the USA in 1896. When Nakada arrived at the Mood y Bible Institute, Dr.
12
13
1-1
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16

Lettie Cowman, M issiona ry Warrior, p. 71.
Lettie Cowman, Missiona ry Warrior, p. 72.
Re f er to David Bundy, "Paul 's Mission: Wesleyan Miss ionary Vision and Ea rly Oriental Missionary Society," Holiness
Church and Th eology, Number 4 (2000), The KEHC Historical Research Center, Seoul Theological Univers ity, 75-100
and William Kostlevy, " Martin Wells Knapp, Charles Cowman, and the Orient al Missionary Society," 101-123.
For general life story of Juj i Nakada, Dl {]_-§-, Biography of Ju ii Na kada (Tokyo, Gospel Miss ionary Society, 1979).
Edward & Esther Erney, No Guarantee But God: The Story of the Found ers of Oriental Missionary Society, Charles E.
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Torrey , the Princip al of the Institu te, asked Nakad a, "Have you receive d the baptis m of the
Holy
Spirit? " Well, this was exactly the reason why Nakad a came to the USA.
Nakad a met a Metho dist just like him at the Moody Bible Institu te. He was Cowm an. Cowm an
led
Nakad a into Grace Metho dist Church , in which he was a registe red congre gation membe r. There,
a
famou s physic ian and leader of the Holine ss movem ent, Dr. Boynto n, was leadin g a Bible study
class.
Nakad a began to read the books on holines s there. Amon g those books were Wesle y's Christ
ian ' s
Perfec tion, Beverl y Caradi ne's The Old Man, A. M. Hills' Holine ss and Power . Especi ally,
Hills
taught clearly the differe nce betwee n Wesle yan perspe ctive and the Moody Bible Institu
te's
perspe ctive on the baptism of the Holy Spirit. The positio n of the Moody Bible Institu te was to believ
e
in the baptism by the Holy Spirit for empow ermen t, but Wesle yans believ ed in someth ing
more
import ant than empow ermen t. That was cleans ing.
Throu gh this study, Nakad a realized that what he had to pursue earnes tly was cleans ing rather than
empow ermen t. "What I needed earnes tly was not power but cleans ing. I receive d the empow ermen
t
now and then. Nevert heless, I felt someth ing was wrong in my true nature. And yet I did not
know
what was the cause of it." That was the inner deprav ity, i.e. the bitter root of sin. He believ ed that
he
could not be a new person if this root of evil was eradica ted in him to be a regene rated person . 17
The cleans ing of the heart was the goal of Nakad a. V. A. David from India led a reviva l meetin g
at
the Moody Bible Institu te in Novem ber 1897. A lot of people were graced . Howev er, Nakad a did
not
feel or experi ence any grace of God from the meetin g. He returne d to his room and began to pray
in
tears. The bed was the altar, and he laid out all his spirit, soul, body and ambiti on on that altar.
Then ,
he felt a convic tion in his heart that he was cleans ed from all sin. Peace came to him, and he started
a
new life as a holine ss preach er.
After experi encing this grace, Nakad a wanted to share the grace, which he receive d, in Japan . He
made contac ts with severa l holines s organi zations in the USA and Britain and was assure d
of the
suppor t. Amon g them was Telegr apher' s Missio n Band establi shed by Cowm an. Nakad a returne
d to
Japan and met holine ss organi zations , which were already activel y workin g in Japan . He w anted
to
unite all these organi zations to create one holines s union. He then contac ted Cowm an in th e USA
to
work togeth er for this purpos e. Thus, Orient al Missio nary Societ y was created.

B. Sasao Tetsusabro: "Peace that was not found in Buddhism"
Sasao Tetsus abro is anothe r person , who contrib uted greatly to the develo pment of the OMS and
its holines s movem ent in Japan and Korea. As the directo r of the OMS Tokyo Bible Institu te, he
made
a remark able contrib ution to educat e many leaders of Japane se holines s movem ent. Sasao w as the
last
of Ito family at Chu-ci ty, Mieh-H yun in Augus t of 1868 .. Born of a famil y, who believ
ed in
Buddh ism, he believe d in Buddh ism sincere ly due to the influen ce of his mothe r. He wante d to
join
the N avy but could not pass the physic al examin ation. Instead , he had to be on his way to the Ameri
ca.
H e enrolle d at San Jose Comm ercial Colleg e of San Jose, Califo rnia in May 1887. He unpac ked

17

Cow man, Juji Nakada, E. A. Kilbourne, Lettie Cowma n (Greenw oo d, ID : OMS Internati onal , 1969),
pp. 26-27.
Ea rnest A. Kilbourn e, The Story of a M ission in J apan (To kyo: Cow man and Kilbour ne, [1 907]),
pp . 5 -6 .

his belongings at a boarding house of Reverend Dodge, who took care of many J apanese stude nts.
Especially, the elderly mother of Dodge prayed earnestly for the salvation of Sasao. He was deepl y
touched by the elderly lady 's evangelism and repented his sin to receive Jesus as the savior in
December 1887. A Buddhist from Japan was converted to a Christian.
At the time , an amazing revival took place among Japanese in San Francisco due to the influence
of Reverend Merriman Harris. He was sent Hokodate as the first Methodist Episcopal missionary to
Japan in the area in 187 4. In 1886, he was in charge of the evangelism of Japanese at the P acific co ast
in America. 18 He was not only a devout evangelist but also faithful to the gospel of holiness in his .life
as best as he could. Sasao Tetsusabro, who just received the gospel, visited Harris ' church in San
Francisco and attended one of the worship services. There, he received the grace of holiness.
This experience of Sasao was very unique throughout his Buddhism faith in the past. He w as
taught of Buddhism teaching for a long time, but lived the life of being chained to sin. There was no
conviction for the forgiveness of sins, and he could not experience the cleansing of his heart due to
inner conflicts. His spiritual life was a failure. However, after experiencing the grace of holiness,
Sasao testified, "But the fire of the Holy Spirit came upon me to burn the old Sasao. Now the
Counselor, the Holy Spirit, came to my heart. He continues to live in me since then. " This experience
of Sasao happened about two years after his conversion.

19

Sasao, who received this grace of holiness, became a steadfast proponent of the gospel of holiness
to the Japanese living at the Pacific coast of the America along with several Japanese partners.
Especially, Sasao ministered at Seattle, Washington in 1892. However, soon after, they thought that it
was better for them to go back to Japan to spread the gospel of holiness and formed an evangelism
organization called, "Little Flock." Hephzibah Faith Mission, a radical holiness movement
organization, supported them.

20

In Japan, they were guided and led by Barclay F. Buxton, who was

already ministering in Japan. Later on, Sasao joined the Oriental Missionary Society and nurtured
holiness ministers as the principal of Tokyo Bible Institute . Sasao was called the theologian of OMS.

Religious Experience of Korean Holiness Movement
A.

Myung-Jik Lee: Experiment of Holiness

T he Korean Holiness Church is a holiness organization es tablished by

Sang-Joon Kim and Bin

Jung along with several missionaries from the OMS after coming back f rom Japan. N evertheless, it is
M yung-Jik Lee, who contributed the most to th e development of Holiness C hurch in Ko rea . T he
18

19
20

Wade C. Barclay, H istory of M ethodist M issions, 6 vols. (New York: The Boa rd of Missions of the Method ist Ch urch,
1957), vol. 6: Methodist Episcopal Church 1845 -1939, pp. 292-296, 681, 701.
Sasao Tetsusaboro, 11 0ut of Darkness into His Marvelous Gift, 11 Way of H oliness, vo l. 3. no. 3 (July 1911).
Paul W. Worcester, The Master Key: T he Story of the Hephzibah Missionary Association (Kansas City: Naza rene
Publishing House, 1966), pp. 36-39; Sent of God (Feb. 20, 1896), 3: (Nov. 17, 1910), 3.
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Church. He was a person, who practically established Korean Holiness Church, as the chief editor of
the Living Water, a professor and dean of Seoul Theological University, the president of the Holiness
denomination. Behind all his career background was the holiness experience at Seoul Bible Institute in

1921.

B. Robert Chung: "Messenger of the Fire"
Robert Chung was another person, who laid out the cornerstone for Korean Holiness movement,
along with Myung-Jik Lee. He was the first Korean to study at a seminary of Holiness tradition
(Asbury College) and acted as an important revivalist of Korean Holiness Church in the 1930's. He
founded Korean Nazarene Church after the liberation from Japanese colonization.
Robert Chung was born in Pyungahn Nam-Do. The gospel was about to be introduced 1n his
hometown when he was born. A Presbyterian missionary, Hunter, came into his hometown to spread
the gospel. At first, his maternal grandmother received the gospel. Later on due to the influence of the
grandmother, all his family began to receive the gospel, and Robert Chung became a Christian as well.
Missionary Hunter was one of the main figures of the revival movement of 1907 in Pyungyang. Robert
Chung was influenced greatly by the revival of 1907. And, he volunteered to be an evangelist.

24

At the time, Korean society was in turmoil. Many people were involved in the Independence
movement. One of the most persons of this Independence movement was Chang-Ho Ahn. Robert
Chung became his secretary. Thus, Robert Chung accompanied Chang-Ho Ahn on the road to political
asylum in the USA. Robert Chung worked and studied English in the USA. He wanted to study more.
Meanwhile, he met Dr. Morrison , the president of Asbury College and a leader of the holiness
movement. Dr. Morrison led Robert Chung to be Asbury College ' s student.

25

In the Fall of 1916, Dr. Morrison held a Fall revival meeting for the Asbury students. Although
Robert Chung could not understand all things Dr. Morrison was preaching, he understood the holiness
stressed by the preaching. The Holy Spirit began to work despite his limited English communication
skills. Many students came forward to the altar in answering Dr. Morrison 's invitation . Robert Chung
never experienced this kind of revival meeting. He opened his eyes widely and watched carefully.
Students were praying in a loud voice with tears, and some students were jumping up and down from
the chair. Robert Chung thought he was witnessing a weird event, then his heart was filled with the
longing for the Holy Spirit. As the time passed, the Holy Spirit showed his inner depravity, and his
hardened heart began to melt away. At last, he stood up and moved toward the altar. When he knelt at
the altar, he felt as if he was in the midst of an earthquake or a storm. However, he could not

.

compre hen d w hat t h is meant.

26

After the revival meeting, he came back to his dormitory. There was a prayer room at the basement
of the building. He closed the door and began to pray alone. Not so long after, the Lord gave him a
word of advice. That was 1 Thessalonians 4:3 , '·It is God's will that you should be sanctified: that you
21

24
25
2
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IMyung-Jik Lee, '·A Grace Story (the last volume)," 41.
Donald Owens, Challenge in Korea (Kansas City, MO : Beacon Hill Press, 1957), pp. 11 -20.
Owens, Challenge in Korea, p. 45.
Owens, Challenge in Korea, pp. 46-47.
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amazing grace. Eung-Jo Kim was asleep in Yaksong Inn of Bokjeong, Busan-Hyun in Japan on
September 13, 1917. In a dream-like state between sleeping and waking, the sky was brightened all of
a sudden, and many angels were playing the trumpets. And, above the cloud, he saw Jesus ' Advent. At
the same time, Words in 1 John 3:3 were heard, "Everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself,
just as he is pure." Eung-Jo Kim thought that he had to be purified in order to greet Jesus on His
Advent. He examined himself thoroughly. At first, it seemed that there was no clear sin in him.
However, soon he realized that his heart was very sinful. He saw his inner depravity. When he
confessed all his sin, it seemed to him that the Lord answered him, "I have purified you. "

30

He

experienced the purification.
Later, Eung-Jo Kim came back to Korea and devoted himself to his ministry. Meanwhile, he
caught a very severe disease. The OMS ordered him a convalescence leave in Mokpo. He targeted
100-day prayer at Yoodal Mountain in Mokpo and kept his vow to pray every morning between 5 am
and 7 am. On September 10, 1930, he finished his morning prayer and began to doze off because of
weariness. Then, suddenly, a rock was cleaved in half, and, fresh water curved around the gap of about
10 feet in depth to keep overflowing where he was sitting. At this time, his health was completely
restored, and he was filled with a new power at the same time.

31

Afterwards, he could keep working

on his ministry without being weary or sick.
Eung-Jo Kim's life is very dynamic. He was a great author, theological educator, and revivalist.
His expository commentaries of the whole Bible was widely disseminated throughout Korean churches
to enrich sermons in Korean pulpit, and the Holiness Theological College(now SungKyul Christian
College), which he established, became an important evangelical educational institution in Korea.

D. Sung-Bong Lee: Divine Healing and Holiness Experience
Sung-Bong Lee is often called "Moody of Korea" and is regarded as the greatest revivalist of the
Korean Holiness Church. He never attained an ecclesiastical position of denomination, but no one
denies he is one of the most representative persons of the Holiness Church.
Sung-Bong Lee was born in Gangdong of PyuanahnNam-Do in 1900. His mother was a devoted
Christian, and he attended from his childhood due to the influence of his mother. However, it does not
mean he had a strong faith. Only because of strong urge from his mother or curiosity of youth had him
attend the church. His life was very wretched. Then, when he was twenty one years of age, he picked
up fruits on the Lord ' s day and sold them to commit all kinds of depraved things in Pyongyang. While
he was returning to home, he had a severe pain in his leg and could not move an inch. The doctors
diagnosed him periostitis and told him his leg must be amputated.
Sung-Bong Lee's mother thought this was God's punishment and demanded her son to repent. H e
strongly refused to accept his mother's advice but took it to his heart later. He feared the hell. He
reasoned that he must repent before his death in order not to be put in a hell. He repented in tears and
asked for God's forgiveness. After all, God gave him much needed peace. A new life began for him.

:io

Society, The First 50 Years (Greenwood, Indiana: OMS International, 1983), pp. 88-109.
Eung-Jo Kim, 90 Years of Gra ce, pp. 33-34.

Readin g Bible was more interes ting than readin g erotic novels , and he quit smoki ng and drinkin g.
This
was Sung-B ong Lee ' s experi ence of regene ration. 32Later, he enrolle d in Seoul Bible Institu
te and
began his minist ry at severa l church es. Howev er, there was a second blessin g waitin g for him.
When
he was workin g at Suwon Church at the age of twenty nine year old, he experi enced the grace
of
holines s. He was doing his utmost to plant a new church and worke d day and night. His health
was in
bad shape. On Augus t 22 of the same year, he collaps ed after finishi ng the Sunda y worsh ip service
.
Then, he heard a voice from the heaven , "It is imposs ible for Sung-B ong Lee to surviv e. You will
die
now. Sung-B ong Lee sudden ly realize d that he was not ready to die yet. He called his wife
and
confes sed all his sin on a piece of paper. Satan vvas hinder ing his compl ete repent ance even
at this
momen t.
Sung-B ong Lee held on to prayin g and reques ting to show him the Cross. Satan showe d him
a
black cross and interfe red with his repent ance. Sung-B ong Lee prayed to show him the precio us
blood
of Jesus on the Cross, who was crucifi ed for his sin. He held onto the Cross and confes sed all his
sin.
At this momen t, Jesus appear ed to him and touche d him to lead him to heaven . After walkin g
some
distanc e, Sung-B ong Lee saw crystal clear Jordan river flowin g next to him and a splend id castle
of
heaven across it. He gained his consci ence and noticed that all his pain was gone. He experi
enced
whole some spirit and body. He experi enced the divine healing and holines s simult aneous ly. And
he
testifie d his experi enced at the evenin g meetin g the same day. 33
This lcind of experi ence was contin ually felt by Sung-B ong Lee. When he was thirty eight of
the
age, he came to Seoul to attend a genera l confer ence in 1937. He was weary from many meetin
gs and
was resting at a small room of a dormit ory. While he was in a dream y state, the famou s Presby
terian
divine healer, Ick-Do o Kim, appear ed and laid his hands on Sung-B ong Lee and prayed for him.
As
soon as Kim touche d his right side and prayed , Lee felt hotnes s of a fire. It was as if fire explod
ed. He
was so stunne d of this experi ence of hotnes s, he jumpe d off the bed. He had fallen from his bed
and
realize d it was a dream. Howev er, his spirit was jubilat ed and he felt a great power ing. He experi
enced
the baptism by the fire of the Holy Spirit. That night, the genera l confer ence appoin ted Lee
as a
nation al evange list of the Holine ss Church so that he would not be bound to a single church . He
was to
lead the revival meetin gs all around the countr y in circuit. 34
From then on, Sung-B ong Lee went all over the countr y to spread the full gospel . Where ver
he
visited , true repent ance and divine healing was manife sted. Lee especi ally consol ed the broken heart
of
Korean s, who had to endure Japane se coloni zation and the Korean War, with the gospel . Althou
gh
Sung-B ong Lee did not attain any formal title of a religio us leader, he was well loved by all.

E. Lim, Dong-Sun: Fire in the Upper Room on the Pentecost
There is an import ant person when we look at the holiness movem ent as a Trans- Pacific movem ent.
31

32

31
34

Eung-Jo Kim , 90 Years of Gra ce, pp., pp. 47-50.
Sung-Bong Lee, If not with i:vords, f,h en with Life _(Seoul: ~ords of Life Publishing Co., 1993), pp.
29-34. Althoug h
Sung- Bong Lee did not call his experience regeneration or holiness , he stated that this experience was
that of regeneration
at the end of the book (p. 249).
Sung-Bong Lee, If no t with Words, then with Life, pp. 46-49.
Sung-Bong Lee, If not with Words, then with Life, p. 62.
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He is Dong-Sun Lim, who escaped from Communist's persecution after the liberation from Japan
barely saving his life. He chose the path of a minister because of his gratefulness for God's grace. He
followed the footstep of his elder brother, who was local preacher of a holiness church, to enroll in
Seoul Theological Seminary. Afterwards, he served as a chaplain in the Air Force and immigrated to
the USA. He built Oriental Mission Church, which is one of the largest Korean-American churches in
the USA. And this church has branch sanctuaries around the USA and the world. Up until then, the
holiness movement came from the USA to Asia, but now it moved from Asia to the USA and the
world.
Dong-Sun Lim experienced the grace of God for the first time at the first revival meeting right
after enrolling at Seoul Theological Seminary. Then, Seoul Theological Seminary held a revival
meeting right after the school started in order to stress experiential faith for the new students. The
preacher of the revival meeting was Eung-Jo Kim at the time. The essence of his preaching was
complete repentance. After listening to Kim's sermon on repentance for five days, he could not help
but realizing the seriousness of sin. Originally, Dong-Sun Lim, thought of himself as a very
conscientious person. However, as the Holy Spirit began to work in him and revealed his inner self, all
kinds of sin in him were exposed. At an early-morning prayer meeting, he confessed his sin in front of
the congregation. The revival preacher, Eung-Jo Kim, laid his hands on Dong-Sun Lim, who
experienced the forgiveness of his sin and regeneration.

35

However, Dong-Sun Lim could not stop at this point. He had to pursue a faith of higher level. That
was to become a minister filled with the Holy Spirit. This desire was more inflamed just before his
graduation from the seminary. Thus, Dong-Sun Lim was detrmined to fast for six days in order to
experience the fullness of the Holy Spirit and went out to a small temple at Mt. Ohdae in Kangwon-Do
along with a friend. However, on the sixth day, while his friend went outside for a moment, with a
great hungry he secretly ate powder of roast grain, which was brought in for emergency. He not only
broke the pledge of six day fasting but also deceived his friend.
Soon enough, the Holy Spirit reprimanded Dong-Sun Lim severely. He felt that eating the powder
of roast grain was like eating from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Dong-Sun Lim
confessed his hypocrisy and repented completely in front of God. That night, the Holy Spirit came
upon the small room, in which Dong-Sun Lim was repenting, fully, and the presence of Holy Spirit
was like a mass of fire was moving around the room. He spent the entire night in the midst of such
mass of fire. Dong-Sun Lim says, " I believe the strength of my evangelical activity and ministry
comes from the power of the fire, which I received back then."

36

Dong-Sun Lim's experiential faith did not end here. When he was ministering at Jinbu Church in
Kangwon-Do, he had to bed-ridden. In his dreamy state of mind, he was led by angels to see heaven
and then to hell. People, whose eyes were gouged out, were dwelling in the first room of hell. They
were people of the lust of the eyes.

The second room of hell was occupied by people, who lost their

hands. This room was for people, who committed crimes with their hands. In the third room of hell, a
:1s Dong-Sun Lim, Even if Sweating, Joy Flows Like Spring Water (Seoul: Doseo lljung Co., 1992), pp. 23-25.
36
Dong-Sun Lim, Even if Sweating, Joy Flows Like Spring Water, pp. 37-39.

man and woma n were lying naked . This place was for peopl e, who were adulte rous.
After havin g this
exper ience , Lim believ ed in the reality of heave.n and hell clearl y and realiz ed the
grave ness of sin.
This exper ience becam e a great shield for him not to fall into tempt ation. 37
This exper ientia l faith of Lim made him believ e in an evang elical faith. He immig
rated into the
USA in the early 1970' s and finish ed his educa tion before startin g his churc h for
Korea n-Am erican s.
This churc h is Orien tal Missi on Churc h, and it is one of the larges t churc hes
in Korea n-Am erican
comm unity. The exper ientia l faith of holine ss was relate d revers ely to the USA, and
this pheno meno n
was sprea d to churc hes for Korea n extrac tion all over the world . Dong -Sun Lim's
minis try tells us of
an impor tant facet of Trans -Pacif ic holine ss move ment.

Conclusion: Characteristics of Trans-Pacific Holiness Experience
We have exam ined the religio us expen ences , espec ially the holine ss expen ences
, of impor tant
peopl e of Trans -Pacif ic holine ss move ment. Here, we can see that Trans -Pacif ic
holine ss move ment
shared not only the same holine ss doctri ne but also same religio us exper ience.
In fact, the holine ss
move ment did not stop at know ing the holine ss doctri ne but stress ed the impor tance
of exper iencin g it
alway s. From this persp ective , a study on holine ss move ment must be accom panie
d by the study on
their religio us exper ience.
Howe ver, it is also true that there are cultur al variet ies. In the case of Knap p and
Cowm an, their
first conce rn was the strugg le with their inner depra vity. This speak s for itself that
Amer ican holine ss
move ment was devel oped from the confli ct again st sin. In the case of Japan ese
Sasao , he expre ssed
that his holine ss exper ience was somet hing that could not found in Budd hism. This
may be due to the
fact that the main conce rn for Japan ese Chris tians is how Chris tianity differ s from
Budd hism. Korea ns
have often testifi ed for their religio us exper iences while in their dream y state.
Eung -Jo Kim,
Sung- Bong Lee, and Dong -Sun Lim all exper ienced this religio us exper ience
while they were in
dream y state. Dream takes a specia l positi on for Korea ns' religio us exper ience.
Howe ver, these differ ences shoul d not be over-e xagge rated at the same time. Up
until now, many
schol ars stress ed the cultur al differ ences so much to the point that the cultur al comm
onnes s has been
under estim ated. As seen in this Trans -Pacif ic religio us exper ience, Amer icans, Japan
ese and Korea ns
are sharin g very simila r religi ous exper iences despit e the differ ence in their native
cultur es. It seems
that this points to the unive rsal aspec t of religio us exper iences . Missi on shoul d start
from the premi se
that all peopl e regard less of the race could feel the same probl em issues and
could share simila r
religi ous exper iences . When we study Trans -Pacif ic holine ss move ment, we have
to aware of and
consi der this point carefu lly.
First of all, althou gh the Trans -Pacif ic holine ss peopl e were broug ht up in a variet
y of cultur es, we
have to focus on the point that they maint ained the same doctri ne on holine ss. They
all agree d that
clear exper ience of regen eratio n was the true startin g point of their lives in faith.
Howe ver, they also
37

Dong- Sun Lim, Even if Sweati ng, Joy Flows Like Spring Water, pp. 53-55.
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felt that regeneration was not adequate and found the depravity hidden and remaining in their inner
self. They strive to resolve this issue but feel their limitations. They finally resort to the help from the
Holy Spirit. Through the work of the Holy Spirit in this manner, the inner conflict is finally resolved.
This is called the holiness experience or the baptism by the Holy Spirit. The Trans-Pacific holiness
movement was formulated on the ground of this doctrinal and experiential commonness.
We are about to look at several characteristics of Trans-Pacific holiness experience on the basis of
this commonness. First, the holiness movement starts with the message of holiness. Knapp heeded to
Taylor's preaching and realized that he needed to experience more profound grace of God at a higher
level. Cowman longed for experiencing full grace due to the advice from Simister. This shows us how
much holiness experience is based on holiness message (triggered and encouraged).
Second, the holiness experience is accompanied by specific experiences in life. Although this is the
feeling of true peace for being freed from inner guilty conscience at the fundamental level, it is also an
experience of hotness of fire at the same time. Myung-Jik Lee explained his holiness experience as
"the grace, which I experienced for the first time since my birth." Dong-Sun Lim stated that he
experienced he was in the midst of a mass of fire. This point lets us know that the holiness experience
is not an abstract concept but something, which is a specifically recognizable experience in life.
Third, the Scriptural verses on holiness help greatly in experiencing holiness . The Scriptural verses,
1 John 1:9, 1 Thessalonians 4:3, and 1 John 3:3 helped in the holiness experience of Knapp; Robert
Chung; and Eung-Jo Kim respectively. This attests for the fact that the religious experience of
Wesleyan holiness movement is an evangelical religious experience based on the Bible.
Fourth, the holiness experience was often accompanied by diversity of phenomenal experience. In
the case of Knapp, his holiness experience was followed by the experience of divine healing. This
point is specially and more clearly shown in Korean holiness Christians. Eung-Jo Kim; Sung-Bong
Lee; and Dong-Sun Lim experienced divine healing along with the holiness experience. Of particular
notice was that Eung-Jo Kim's holiness experience was manifested along with a vision of the second
coming. This points to how the holiness experience of this movement is related to the fourfold gospel
(the gospels of regeneration, the fullness of the Holy Spirit, divine healing, the second coming of
Christ)
Fifth, the holiness experience is attained while struggling against sin. Here, sin includes both
inward sin (sinful nature) and outward sin (transgression). The work of the Holy Spirit clearly exposes
the depravity and simultaneously leads Christians to the conviction of being cleansed completely from
sin by the precious blood of Jesus on the Cross. The holiness movement is fundamentally s struggle
against sin and the victory over sin thus attained. This point is well illustrated by Nakada, who pursued
cleansing more than the empowerment. This is the difference between Wesleyan holiness movement
and other Holy Spirit movement.
Sixth, the holiness experience does not end in being an inner experience simply. Moreover, it
becomes the driving force for stronger ministry. Holiness people are endowed with empowerment after
the holiness experience, and this encounter in their life changes their perspective on life. Eung-Jo Kim
mentioned that his ministry was possible because he received the baptism of the Holy Spirit, and
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Dong-Sun Lim also stated that the hidden source of his fruitful ministry was his experience of the
Holy Spirit.
Trans-Pacifi c holiness movement is based not only on personal relationship or doctrinal
commonness , but also on the commonality of the religious experience. This is the holiness experience.
This point should be clearly stressed as the fundamental basis of the Trans-Pacifi c holiness movement.
If this common ground is forgotten and vanished, the Trans-Pacifi c holiness movement will lose its
common ground.
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THE FOUR-FOLD GOSPEL: KEY TO TRANS-PACIFIC CONTINUITIES
Donald W. Dayton, Ph.D.
donwda yton@ sbcglobal.net

I am honored to be with you and have the chance to address you.

Korea is becoming increasing! y

an important nation economicall y and politically and a leader in the Christian world as well.

I admire

the energy and devotion of Korean Christianity -and especially the increasing commitment to the
work of theology.

It seems that every day I discover a new theological journal, a new book of

significance, or a new emerging scholar who deserves wider attention.

I expect that in the next

generation Koreans will have much greater influence in the global theological world.

If so it

becomes all the more important that we cultivate "transpacific " dialogue and explore the relationships
between Christians on the "Pacific Rim."

The health and vitality of Christianity may depend upon

it-and am a delighted to have the opportunity to participate in this emerging theological work.
Today I would like to explore the "fourfold gospel" as a key to understandin g the relationship
between Korean Christianity and American "evangelical ism." As you know, the "fourfold gospel" (a
description of the Christian message that emphasizes the themes of Jesus as Savior, Sanctifier, Healer
and Coming King) plays a crucial role in the holiness churches in Korea (and Japan, for that matter).

It is less dominant in the United States, where it is identified primarily with The Christian and
Missionary Alliance whose founder A. B. Simpson is often credited with coining the expression.
Those who have inherited this expression are sometimes puzzled by what to make of it.

It is

sometimes dismissed by such persons as an "evangelistic slogan" that is of little help in scholarly and
academic work that emerges as such churches mature and enter wider theological worlds and
ecumenical currents.

I, on the other hand, am increasingly convinced it is more theologically useful

than is usually assumed.

It is that case that I would like to argue today.

The Origins of the "Four-fold Gospel"
As I have suggested, the "four-fold gospel" is often associated with the work of A. B. Simpson, the
founder of the Christian and Missionary Alliance.

But actually the pattern of speaking is much wider

and com es out of the hear t of the holi ness mov eme
nt itself.
Clas sica l Met hod ism and the
"ma inst ream holi ness mov eme nt" that bega n to eme rge
in the 183 0s und er the influ ence of Pho ebe
Palm er had in effe ct a "two -fol d gosp el" that emp hasi zed
the puri tan/ piet ist doct rine of the "new birth "
and a subs eque nt expe rien ce of "ent ire sanc tific atio n"
or "per fect lov e"-t he noto riou s "sec ond
bles sing " of the Wes leya n trad ition . In the last third of
the 19th cent ury the holi ness mov eme nt was
trou bled by new curr ents that wer e cont rove rsial and tend
ed to split the holi ness mov eme nt into part ies
depe ndin g on whe ther such doct rine s wer e to be acce pted
. Two such doct rine s are of part icul ar
imp orta nce: the rise of the "fai th heal ing mov eme nt" and
the incr easi ng imp act of "pre mill enni alism "
(and espe ciall y "dis pens atio nal prem illen nial ism" ).
The form er mov eme nt had its root s in Euro pe. A Bos ton
Phy sicia n Cha rles Cull is mad e a gran d
tour of Euro pe and put toge ther the "fait h wor k" prin cipl es
that had thei r root s in the Hall e Piet ism of
Aug ust Her man n Fran cke that had been med iated to Eng
land by the min istry of Geo rge Mul ler in his
Bris tol orph anag e and the eme rgin g disc ussi ons in the Ger
man -wo rld of the inte rrela tion ship betw een
faith and heal th that had take n plac e in the wak e of an even
t of "exo rcis m" und er the min istri es of the
Blum hard ts, fath er and son. Epis copa lian Cull is had
falle n unde r the influ ence of the holi ness
mov eme nt and afte r expe rien cing sanc tific atio n bega n to
expl ore whe ther the grac e of God whi ch he
felt had save d him from the "gui lt of sin" (Jes us as
Sav ior) and the "pow er of sin" (Jes us as
San ctifi er") coul d save him from the "eff ects of sin, " espe
ciall y dise ase (Jes us as Hea ler). Cull is
beca me the teac her of Sim pson on this them e, and the eme
rgin g "fai th heal ing" mov eme nt had grea t
influ ence in the broa der "eva ngel ical " mov eme nt, espe ciall
y in the holi ness mov eme nt whe re it had
been birth but also in the eme rgin g Pent ecos tal mov eme nt
whe re it beca me a perv asiv e them e.
At the sam e time anot her mov eme nt eme rged und er the influ
ence of John Nels on Dar by who had
beco me disil lusio ned with the Chri stian cult ure of the Brit
ish Isles and in the Chu rch of Eng land .
Dar by was a maj or figu re in the foun ding of the Plym outh
Bret hren mov eme nt and a key artic ulat or of
a new form of esch atol ogic al thin king that we now
call "dis pens atio nal prem illen nial ism "-th e
sche me of esch atol ogy that is cont aine d in the note s of the
Sco field Bibl e, was advo cate d in a seri es of
"pro phec y conf eren ces" in the late 19 1h cent ury, and had
grea t influ ence thro ugh the "bib le scho ol"
mov eme nt and the pop ular writ ings of Hal Lind say in
mid -twe ntie th cent ury and the rece nt "lef t
behi nd" serie s of our own time. This mov eme nt, even
whe n its deta ils wer e not adop ted, drew the
atten tion of the chur ch to the return of Chr ist- and the fina
l them e of the "fou r-fo ld gosp el" was in
plac e.
The se two them es, "div ine heal ing" and "dis pens atio nali
sm" gene rate d muc h cont rove rsy in the
"eva ngel ical " subc ultu re of the late nine teen th cent ury and
in the holi ness mov eme nt they tend ed to
split the mov eme nt into two part ies. Mor e cons erva tive
lead ers of the holi ness mov eme nt, espe cial ly
in the East ern part of the Unit ed Stat es tend ed to resis t thes
e inno vati ons. The wro te boo ks agai nst
the "fait h heal ing mov eme nt" and Dan iel Stee le of Bos
ton and Syra cuse Uni vers ities atta cked
disp ensa tion alism as Anti -nom iani sm Rev ised and the intru
sion of Calv inis m into Met hod ist circ les.
The se them es wer e so cont rove rsial that the Nati onal Cam
pme etin g Ass ocia tion for the Prom otio n of
Hol ines s (the maj or mai nstr eam holi ness insti tutio n) forb ad
its spea kers to men tion the issu es from the

platform.
In the mid-west and the West of the United States, these themes found more fertile ground in
which to prosper.

The acceptance of these themes in such circles led to the emergence of a more

" radical" party in the holiness movement that took pride in the advocacy of these new themes. This
was a widespread phenomenon that could be illustrated by developments at God's Bible School in
Cincinnati. Ohio, where under the influence of holiness Quaker Paul Rees and holiness Methodist
Martin Wells Knapp there was also a relatively self-conscious articulation of the "four-fold gospel."
This school was important for developments in Asia because it was here that the Oriental Missionary
Society began to take shape under the leadership of three telegraphers that had transferred from
Moody Bible Institute.

This, of course, was the path by which the "four-fold gospel" found its way

to Asia.

The Wider Influence of the "Four-Fold" Gospel in America:

The "four-fold gospel" has often been viewed as something of an idiosyncrasy of A. B. Simpson,
and the existence of the pattern more broadly in the holiness movement has often been ignored.

But

even more striking is the extent to which these themes gave shape to the wider evangelical culture in
the late nineteenth century. One finds the pattern implicitly in the work of holiness Baptist A. J.
Gordon who lies behind the major centers of New England Evangelicalism of Gordon College and
Gordon-Conwell Divinity School. Gordon wrote books on all four of these themes and little else.
Similarly with R. A. Torrey, the superintendent of Moody Bible Institute in Chicago.

He wrote

books on all four themes-and then moved West to California where he played a similar role at the
Bible Institute of Los Angeles (now Biola University).
The point of all this is that the themes of the "four-fold gospel" are so pervasive in late 19th century
evangelicalism that one could almost speak of them as defining and indicating the boundaries of that
subculture.

This is increasingly being recognized in the secondary literature.

Douglas Frank, for

example, in his Less Than Conquerors, analyzes the period in terms of "revivalism," the "Higher
Christian Life" movement (or "Victorious Christianity"), and dispensationalism-three of the four
themes of the four-fold gospel.

And Joel Carpenter, author of Revive us Again, in an essay
1

contributed to Jn Earthen Vessels describes the late 19 h century missionary culture in terms of the
same three themes .

If this is so, then the existence of the four-fold pattern in Asia becomes more

understandable.

The Question of Evangelical Identity:

Evangelical circles in the United States have struggled with what holds them together as a common
movement.

Since the emergence of the " neo-evangelicalism" in the mid-20th century, such currents

as the Nationa l Associa tion of Evangel icals (NAE) and the Evangel ical Theolog ical Society (ETS)
tended to find that unity in a commo n commit ment to the doctrine of the "inerran cy of Scrip~ure," but
this has proved to be very problem atic.

The holiness churche s that played a key role in the foundin g

of these organiz ations did not use the express ion until they fell under the influenc e of the
neo-eva ngelical s."

And the Penteco stals, as a radical wing of the holiness movem ent, were even

more distant from this articulat ion.

That is to say, a majority of the membe rs of the NAE do not fit

the definitio n of evangel icalism propose d by the "neo-ev angelica ls."
George Marsde n once suggest ed, somewh at tongue- in-cheek , that an "evange lical" is anyone who
likes Billy Graham , the great evangel ist of our time.

What at first appears to be a joke may have a

deeper signific ance in pointing to the history of revivali sm as defining .

It may well be that the most

formativ e tradition s of "evange licalism " are shaped by revivali sm and that this is more central than the
features highligh ted by "neo-ev angelica lism." This move does call attentio n to the four-fol d gospel
which become s a more adequat e definitio n.
A similar dynami c is discove red when we turn to the second point of the four-fol d gospel -the
teaching of a second experien ce.

This is true most clearly of the holiness movem ent proper, but it is

also true of Penteco stalism which turns this second point into the doctrine of the "baptism of the
Spirit" as found in the "four-sq uare gospel" of Aimee Semple McPher son, as I discove red in the
writing of my Theolog ical Roots of Pentecostalism. What is not noticed is that this "second blessing "
theolog y permeat es much of evangel icalism in North Alneric a and even around the world.

As

describe d above, it may be found in such persons as A. J. Gordon , A. B. Simpso n, and R. A. Torrey.
It is signific ant that the Campus Crusade Ministry of Bill Bright passes out two pamphl ets-Dne on
convers ion and another on "how to be filled with the spirit." And such themes are pervasi ve in most
forms of evangel icalism.

And the same is true of the "evange licalism " of Britain and Europe.

once asked a famous Scottish theologi an how to describe an "Anglic an evangel ical."

I

His answer was

that an "Anglic an Evange lical" is someon e who goes to the Keswic k summer confere nces.

This

movem ent was an extensio n of the Americ an Holines s movem ent into Britain, especia lly under the
influenc e of Finney and other figures from Oberlin and the ministry of Hannah Whitall Smith (author
of The Christia n's Secret of a Happy Life) and her husband Robert.

It is even less often noticed that

Robert Pearsall Smith's great campaig n through Europe in 1875 produce d the Gemein scaftsbe wegung
("fellow ship moveme nt") in German -speakin g areas that is often defining of "evange licalism " in those
contexts . There is a sense in which "evange licalism " is little more than the holiness movem ent
around the world- and that we would have seen this fact more clearly if we had given more attentio n
to the "four-fo ld gospel" which would have called more attentio n to this second of its themes.
But the same is true of the last theme, the return of Christ.

One of the most profoun d continu ities

in the various branche s of Americ an evangel icalism is that they are dispens ational or have had a brush
with dispens ationali sm. This is clearly true of such groups as the Christia n and Mission ary Allianc e,
the Evangel ical Free Church, many holiness groups, almost all of Penteco stalism, and so on. Those
groups that have been the most ambival ent about joining the NAE have lacked this history with
dispcns ationali sm (The Nazaren e Church, the Evangel ical Covena nt Church, the Christia n Reform ed

'

Church, the Salvation Army, the Church of God [Anderson], and so on).
drawn attention to this issue in the shaping of "evangelical" culture.

This fact alone should have

And if more attention had been

paid to the four-fold gospel, this would have been more obvious.
"Evangelicalism" likes to interpret itself according to the "conservative/liberal" paradigm in which
it sees itself as the "conservative" pole. Over the years I have become increasingly skeptical about the
usefulness of this paradigm to explain what is going on or to define what "evangelicalism" is. A
generation ago, Earnest Sandeen argued in The Roots of Fundamentalism that what he had experienced
at Wheaton College (the flagship college of "neo-evangelicalism") was the late stage of the
development of dispensationalism. The "evangelicals" did not like this proposal and have paid little
attention to it (though continuing fundamentalists often give it a great deal of credence). As I have
1

reflected on what happened in the fundamentalist/modernist controversy at the beginning of the 20 h
century, I have become increasingly convinced that at its core it was a fight about dispensationalism
and its themes. I have long struggled with how to fit the decline of social concern in evangelical circles
into the conservative/liberal paradigm.

The struggles with dispensationalism provide a much more

adequate explanation for this development-and other issues (biblical criticism, cultural engagement,
ecumenical reserve, forms of missiology, and even bible school curricula and the rise of
anti-evolutionism) also yield to this analysis.

Perhaps we should have defined an "evangelical" as

someone who reads the "left-behind" series of novels.
comment is intended seriously.

Though said somewhat tongue in cheek this

It is certainly more adequate than many other definitions-and if we

had paid more attention to the "four-fold" gospel we would have seen this earlier and more clearly.

The situation in Korea:

With this analysis in the background, let us turn to the Korea situation. Korean Christianity is very
complex denominationally, but four traditions are predominant: the Presbyterian, the Pentecostal, the
Holiness and the Methodist. But from the outside, Korean Christianity appears much more
homogeneous, and Korean Christians seem to move across denominational lines with ease. How shall
we understand this situation? Here the "four-fold gospel" offers some help. It is clearly at the center of
the formation of the holiness tradition. In its "foursquare" version, it has shaped Pentecostalism (the
Foursquare Church and the Assemblies of God), even when it has been altered into the five-fold
gospel of the Church of God and the reshaping of it by Dr. Cho of Yoido as the " five-fold gospel and
the three blessings." Could the "four-fold gospel" also have broader application in Korea?
I am increasingly convinced that it makes sense to analyze the comn1onalities of Korean
Christianity in terms of the "four-fold gospel." I was somewhat surprised to discover this when
teaching a course on my book The Theological Roots of Pentecostalism at Hosea University a few
years ago. The class of thirty students included twenty-five fro1n the holiness churches with only a
smattering of Presbyterians and Methodists. Those in the holiness churches, of course, immediately
identified with the history in my book. But I was surprised by the extent to which others did as well.

At each point, I would ask the Presbyte rians. Are your churche s revivali st? You know, don't you, that
this is a particul ar stream of Presbyt erianism (more "new school" than "old school" )? Are your pa~tors
dispens ationali st? You know, don ' t you, that "old school" Presbyt erianism would have rejected this
position ? Do you have healing services in your churche s? You know, don't you, that B. B. Warfiel d of
Princeto n and author of Counter feit Miracle s would have been very nervous about this? Do you pray
to be "filled with the spirit"? You know, don't you, that classica l Presbyt erians would have been very
concern ed about any doctrine s of "subseq uent experien ces"? As the weeks went on, I became more
and more convinc ed that Korean Presbyt erians are more shaped by the "four-fo ld gospel" than by
classica l Presbyt erianism .
I was fascinat ed to have this intuition confirm ed later when I invited Profess or Myung Soo Park of
Seoul Theolog ical Univers ity to Drew Univers ity to co-teach a seminar in Korean church history. He
read papers to the class that showed how determi native the holiness stream was in the Korean revivals
of the first decade of the 20th century. And he showed how even the Presbyt erian culture had been
shaped by Wesley an doctrine s of sanctific ation and the practice s of divine healing.

Conclusion:

All of this leads me to wonder if we ought not to pay more attentio n to the "four-fo ld gospel" as a
key to understa nding the whole of "evange licalism " and especial ly those currents that crossed the
Pacific Ocean. Those of us who work in the holiness tradition are too often sufferer s from a massive
"theolog ical inferior ity comple x" that causes us to doubt the validity and usefuln ess of our own
theolog ical traditions. We tend to defer to others (often Presbyt erians) whose theolog ical and historic al
work we instincti vely trust more than our own.
Greater attention to the "four-fo ld gospel" would enable us to see more clearly the continu ities not
only in the various branche s of evangel icalism but also global continu ities across the Pacific and
Atlantic Oceans.

We might understa nd both the North Americ an and Korean theolog ical cultures

more accurat ely-let alone transoce anic continui ties. Is it not time for us to pay closer attentio n to our
own tradition s and to use them for the edificat ion of the whole rather than hiding our light under a
bushel so as not to embarra ss ourselve s?
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Forgotten Roots of OMS: The Metropolitan Church Association
and Chicago Methodism at the Turn of the Twentieth Century

..

Prof. William Kostlevy, Ph.D .
Fuller Theological Seminary

The story of the origin of the Oriental Missionary Society is inextricably tied to the city of Chicago
home to its founders, and Evangelicalism, especially Methodism in Chicago, during the last decade of
the nineteenth century.

A mere two decades after the devastating Chicago fire of 1871, the city had

reestablished itself as the hub the nation's transportation system, even as it continued its domination
over such key sectors of the agricultural economy as the grain trade, meat packing industry, and the
burgeoning manufacture of agricultural implements.
During the 1890s, Chicago's growing economic ascendancy was being augmented by a remarkable
cultural renaissance, the highlight of which was the World's Columbian Exposition of 1893.
Popularly known as "the White City," the Columbian Exposition was in fact far more than a mere
celebration of the four-hundredth anniversary of the discovery of the New World.

It was, as historian

William Cronon has observed, an attempt to "demonstrate the progress of American civilization" with
a special emphasis on Chicago's role in creating that civilization.

Intent on proving that the mission

of the American people encompassed more than material prosperity, electricity, Buffalo Bill's Wild
West Show, the discovery of ketchup, and the Ferris wheel, the Exposition included a series of world's
congresses embracing such diverse themes as woman's progress, medicine, music, literature, art, social
reform, and Sabbath rest.
Religions.

The most successful of these congresses was the World's Parliament of

Noted for its spectacular scope--it included representatives from most Christian groups

and most of the major world religions--the Parliament in its actual deliberations reflected the dominant
evangelicalism, albeit broadly defined, of its host city.

Convened with the solemn chanting of the

doxology, and closed by the singing of Handel's "Hallelujah Chorus," the congress was a celebration
of the tolerant, and explicitly this world, religiosity of the social gospel.

Outwardly brash and

triumphalistic (one speaker even suggested that as Columbus had discovered America, it was
America's task to find a religion for all humanity) the Exposition's contradictions reflected important

1
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cultur al strain s in Amer ican societ y. 1
Even befor e the fair opene d , evang elical s, less attune d to the doctri ne of the father
hood of God and
the brothe rhood of man, organ ized a boyco tt of the fair becau se it remai ned open on
Sunda ys. Other s,
led by evang elist D. L. Mood y, whose comm itmen t to the tradit ional purita
n Sabba th was
suppl emen ted by the busin ess acum en he had acqui red as a shoe salesm an in post-b
ellum Chica go,
viewe d the Expos ition, not as a comp etitor , but as a windo w of evang elical oppor
tunity . In respo nse
to the fair, Mood y organ ized a World 's Fair Reviv al which preac hed the tradit
ional evang elical
messa ge of indivi dual conve rsion and the possib ility of a secon d distin ct religi
ous exper ience of
empo werm ent for servic e at over 125 locati ons includ ing churc hes, strate gicall
y locate d theate rs, a
hastil y constr ucted tabern acle near the fair's main entran ce, and most specta cularl
y, the big tent of the
Forep augh Circu s. Mood y outdr ew the circus and the Sunda y openi ng contro versy
ended when the
fair was closed on the Lord's Day for lack of attend ance.

Comf ortabl e in the burge oning

entert ainme nt cultur e of Victo rian North Amer ica, Mood y under stood Amer ican
popul ar cultur e, and
the growi ng cultur al plural ism of Chica go, even if he did not appro ve of all its conse
quenc es. Instea d
of attack ing Catho licism , or the growi ng Jewis h prese nce in Chica go, the World 's
Fair Reviv al invite d
popul ar Germ an, Frenc h, Polish , Jewis h, Scotti sh, and Austr alian evang elists to
addre ss Chica go's
growi ng multi- ethnic popul ation in their native langu ages. 2
Many Protes tants did not share Mood y's tolera nt spirit.

The prom inenc e afford ed Roma n

Catho lics, such as James Cardi nal Gibbo ns, by the World 's Parlia ment of Relig
ions was a painfu l
remin der that immig ration had funda menta lly altere d the cultur al comp ositio n
of North Amer ican
societ y, espec ially in Chica go where 77.9% of the city's popul ation was of
foreig n paren tage.
Close ly assoc iated with Catho licism , at least in the minds of many evang elical s,
was Catho licism 's
seemi ng proxi mity to pover ty, illiter acy, intem peran ce, vice, and urban corrup tion.
And, as Britis h
journ alist and reform er W. T. Stead discov ered, pover ty and vice were the all too
frequ ent by-pr oduct s
of the city's great passio n--the almig hty dollar.

Stead 's lurid narrat ive and detail ed maps to Chica go's

dens of iniqui ty, publis hed in his widel y circul ated If Chris t Came to Chica go (1894
), remai ns one of
the most remar kable histor ical docum ents of the 1890s . A poten t ren1inder that,
even amid the
celebr ation of four hundr ed years of progr ess, Protes tant cultur al hegem ony had
create d no earthl y
"whit e city." 3
As the larges t evang elical body in Chica go, the Metho dist Episc opal Churc h was
not retice nt in
1

2

On the World's Columbian Exposition, see David F. Burg, Chicago's White City of 1893
(Lexington, KY: University
of Kentucky Press, 1976). Especially helpful on the economic significance of
Chicago and the symbolic
importance of the "white city" has been William Cronon, Nature's Metropolis: Chicago and
the West (New York: w.
W. Norton, 1991), 340-369. The quotation I use is found on page 341. On America
's religious task, see Reid
Badger, The Great American Fair: The World's Columbian Exposition and American Cultur
e (Chicago: Nelson Hall,
1979), 126.

On Moody , sec James F. Findlay, Dwight L. Moody: American Evangelist, 1837-1
899 (Chicago: University of
Chicago Press, 1969), 401 . More helpful on the Exposition is Thekla Ellen Jo Caldw
ell , "Women, Men , and
Revival: The Third Awakening in Chicago" (Ph.D. diss., University of Illinois at Chicag
o, 1991 ), 94-137. On
details of the revival, the most helpful work remains, H. B. Hartzler, Moody in Chicag
o, or The World 's Fair
Gospel Campaign (Chicago: The Bible Institute Colportage Association, 1894). See
also, Arthur Percy Fitt,
Moody Still Lives: Word Pictures of D. L. Moody (New York: Fleming H. Revell Co., 1934),
99-110.
3
See Caldwell, "Women, Men, and Revival," 52, 96. W. T. Stead, If Christ Came to Chicag
o (Chicago: Laird and
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assuming a leading role in the evangelization, and implicitly in the Americanization, of Chicago's most
recent immigrants.

In part, this was a natural result of Methodism's rapid growth, and of its

geographic, racial, and ethnic diversity.

As late as 1891, Pennsylvania Methodist pastor H. H. Moore

wrote, ''nothing in modern history is more remarkable than the unparalleled growth of Methodism."
Noting with approval that the world was coming under the cultural hegemony of English-speaking
people, Moore insisted that Methodism was the dominant confessional expression of Englishspeaking Christianity while American Methodism was the most undefiled form of Methodism.

To

Moore, American Methodism, as the virtual eschatological climax of history, was responsible for the
abolition of slavery, the elevation of women, the public school system, and, the widespread literacy
that accompani~d it, and, most significant! y, the temperance movement. 4
Not surprisingly, Moore identified Catholicism as the primary threat to evangelical cultural
dominance of North America.

"The spread of popery," he wrote, "implies the accession to

citizenship of the most ignorant, Sabbath-breaking, and licentious elements in Ireland, Italy, Spain, and
Austria." Nevertheless, Methodism's success in Christianizing, and civilizing, the frontier, and
African-Americans, and the rapid growth of Methodism among Germans and Scandinavians suggested
to Moore that Methodism was the providential means for the assimilation of the foreign born
population to American ideals.

Briefly touching upon Chicago, Moore noted that each week, in

Chicago's Methodist block, an entire city block owned by the Methodist Episcopal Church, Methodist
ministers, comprising the largest gathering of clergy in the city, dealt with the practical social issues of
the time while serving as the "divinely appointed agency to neutralize ... Romanism. "5
Although the intervening century has not dealt kindly with Moore's prophecy, his assertions
concerning the cultural potency of Methodism in general, and Methodism in Chicago in particular, in
the late nineteenth century should not be underestimated.

Chicago's emergence as a significant center

for Methodism began in the late 1840s with the establishment of a branch of the New York-based
Methodist Book Concern.

In 1852, the Book Concern began to publish a weekly periodical, the

Northwest Christian Advocate.

Unlike the earlier crude Methodism of the frontier, Chicago

Methodism, virtually from its advent, was closely linked to the aspirations of the rapidly growing
upper middle class.

As such, it was as intimately concerned with the material and cultural

development of its offspring and with the social transformation of its environment as it was with the
eternal destiny of individuals.

During the years following the Civil War, Chicago Methodists

assumed leadership of such social causes as freedmen's relief and the temperance movement.

Most

reflective of the distinctive middle class character of Chicago Methodism was its abiding faith in
Lee, 1894; repr., New York: Living Books, Inc., 1964).
4
H. H. Moore, Th e Republic to Methodism (C incinnat i: Cranston & Stowe, 189 1), 10. A simil ar quotation on the
rapid growth of Methodi sm can be fo und in the more skeptical and scholarly writings of William Warren Sweet.
See his Methodism in American History (New York : Methodist Boo k Concern, 1933), 334. On Methodism and
temperance, see Henry Wheeler, Methodism and th e Temperance Reformation (Cincinnati : Walden and Stowe,
1882).
5 Moore, Republic to Methodism , 14, 284,
16. Methodist historians have fr equentl y ignored anti -Catholicism in
Methodism. An exception is J. Gordon Melton's outstanding history of Methodi sm in Illino is. See his Log
Cabins to Steeples: The Compl ete Story of the United Methodist Way in Illinois Including All Co nstituent
Elements of the United Methodist Church (N as hville: Parthenon Press, 1969), 294-303.

education .

Unlike Methodis m in New England, the source of many of the early Methodis t

immigran ts to Chicago, Chicago Methodist 's rapidly embraced both a professio nally trained clergy and
the establishm ent of a distinctiv ely Christian university .

Located in the veritable Methodis t Zion of

Evanston Garre tt Biblical Institute and Northwes tern University , establishe d in 1855, were the twin

'

fruits of the financial generosity of Elizabeth Garrett, a convert with her husband of a religious
awakenin g at the First Methodis t Episcopal Church of Chicago in 1839, and of the abiding faith in
theologica l education of John S. Dempster , a self-traine d pioneer of theologic al education in New
England before he assumed the post of professor of systemati c theology at Garrett in 1856. 6
From its inception , Evanston was synonymo us with the cultural and social vision of Methodis m.
Republica n in politics, faithful in war, supportiv e of the rights of African-A mericans, the cultural
vision of Evanston , and of Methodis m itself, in the years immediat ely following the Civil War
increasing ly became subsumed under the broad banner of temperan ce.

Far more than a mere reactive

movemen t to ban the sale of intoxicati ng beverages , the temperan ce movemen t was a broad-bas ed
coalition of social reformers committe d to reforms as diverse as the enfranchi sement of women and,
for many temperan ce advocates , the rights of labor.

In Evanston where the movemen t pre-dated the

War, the University charter banned the sale of intoxican ts within a four-mile radius of the Universit y.
In the years following the War, Evanston emerged as the internatio nal headquart ers of the temperan ce
movement.

Its most prominent citizen and first historian w as Frances E. Willard, the second

president of the Woman's Christian Temperan ce Union (WCTU).

Under Willard's leadershi p the

WCTU initiated an agg ressive policy, which encompas sed a wide variety of reform movemen ts
including support for women ' s suffrage, and it eventually became the largest women's organizat ion in
America.

In Willard ' s account, Evanston was not merely one hamlet among many.

classic town" and "the literary center of the great Northwes t."

It was "a

Althoug h acknowle dging that

Ev anston had a "diabolica l" side, Willard argued that the "celestial, " or dry, Evanston was in the
ascendanc y.

Focusing on the suburb's schools, libraries, churches and moral crusades, Willard

presented Evanston as not only the hig hest form of Methodis tic civilizatio n, but for Willard and other
M ethodists, American civilizatio n as well.
cultural diversity of Evanston .

Ironically , Willard's work emphasiz ed the religious and

Noting the existence and contributi ons of African-A me ricans and

Catholics, Will ard was clear that her Evanston , and implicitly, America was willing to w elcome all
adherents of the cultural mores of M ethodism regardless of creed or nation of origin.

Fitting for a

work published a year before the World 's Parliamen t of Religions convened in C hicago ; Willa rd's
book sugges ted that "broader generaliza tion of divine truth " would yet bring all humanity into
religious unity.7
6

7

On Methodism in Chicago see, J. Go rdon Melton, Log Cabins to Steeples, 185 -207.
The cu ltural importance of
evangeli cals, especiall y Methodists, is discussed in James Gil bert, Perfect Cities:
Chicago's Utopias of 1893
(Chicago: Uni versity of Chicago Press, 1991), 23 -44.
Altho ugh a cen tu ry of urban growth, decay, and changing cul tural mores has do ne much to erase the v ision of a
celesti al Evanston, signs of Evansto n's Method ist past persist. Dry until recentl y, Eva nston continues to be the
hon:e of the. WCTU, while its streets, bearing the names of such Methodist luminaries as Dempster, Foster,
Orr mgton, S 1mp~on , Asb ury, and Wesl e~, remind observant visitors of Methodism 's hold on the first generation of
suburban Amen cans. Frances E. Willard, A Classic Town: The Story of Evanston (Chicago: Woman's
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The third key center of Methodism in the greater Chicago area, overshadowed only by the
Methodist block and by Evanston, was the Des Plaines Camp Grounds.

Founded five years after the

establishment of Northwestern University, the campgrounds reflected the changing character of both
Chicago Methodism and the camp meeting as a social institution.

Located on the Chicago and

Northwestern Railroad lines west of the city, Des Plaines, following in the tradition of such venerable
camp meeting sites as Martha's Vineyard, Massachusetts, Ocean Grove, New Jersey, and Old Orchard
Beach, Maine, rapidly assumed the qualities of a resort for the growing urban middle class. 8
The growth of suburban Methodism and the changing social character of the camp meeting were
not the only signs of the increased embourgeoisement of Chicago Methodism.

As the work of

historian Thomas Lenhart indicates, the years between the Civil War and the Columbian Exhibition
witnessed a steady increase in both the percentages of middle class Methodists and the percentages of
Methodist churches located in middle class neighborhoods. 9
These trends in Methodism also affected the evangelistic outreach of Chicago Methodism.

The

Home Missionary and Church Extension Society, established as the Board of City Missions in 1873,
increasingly focused on the planting of suburban congregations. 10
diversity of Chicago was not completely ignored by Methodism.
German immigrants in Chicago began as early as the 1840s.
Methodist preachers in Chicago.

Nevertheless the growing ethnic
Methodist missionary work among

By 1864, there were twelve German

In 1893, there were over seven thousand communicants in the

Chicago German conference that include Northeastern Illinois and Southeastern Wisconsin .
successful was Methodist mission work among Scandinavian immigrants.
Methodist church in Chicago was organized in 1852.

Equally

The first Scandinavian

In 1877, the Methodist Episcopal Church

organized a separate Swedish Conference followed by a Danish-Norwegian Conference in 1880.
Deeply rooted in Scandinavian pietism, Scandinavian Methodists established their own annual camp
meetings at the Des Plaines Camp Grounds, and their own theological seminary on the campus of
Northwestern University.

Committed to temperance and open to expanded roles for women,

Scandinavian Methodism's social vision closely resembled that of the largely middle-class
English-speaking Methodist neighbors.

11

Methodism's success among Scandinavian immigrants was not duplicated with the new immigrants
from southern and eastern Europe who arrived in Chicago during the last years of the nineteenth
century.

Primarily Catholic, the new immigrants had little inherent appreciation for evangelicalism,

and in particular for Methodism's social vision.

Rejecting Sabbatarianism, the temperance crusade,

and even suspicious of the evangelical dominated and venerated public school system, new immigrants

Temperance Publishing Association, 1892), 5, 166, 89.
8 On th e Des Pl aines Ca mp Grounds, see Almer M. Pennewell , The Meth odist Movement
in No rth ern Illinois
(Sycamore, IL: The Sycamore Tribune, 1942), 273 -284; and Will ard , A Classic To wn , 210-212.
9 Thomas Emerson Lenhart, "Methodist Piety in an Industrializing Society, 1865-1914'' (Ph.D. di ss., Northwestern
University, 198 1), 52-59.
JO Pennewell Th e M ethodist Movement in Northern Illin ois, 198-200.
'
11 See Melton, Log Cabins to Steeples,
208-23; and H. K. Carroll , Th e Religious Forces of the United States,
Enum erated, Classified and Described on the Basis of the Government Census of 1890 (New York: Christi an
Literature Co., 1893), 232.

seeme d to provid e ample docum entatio n for the long held Protes tant view that Cathol icism spawn
ed
illitera cy, crime and povert y.
Althou gh viewin g the new immig rants with alarm, Chicag o
Metho dism's institu tional respon se was limited to the establi shmen t of missio ns among Czech ,
Italian
and French speaki ng immig rants.

As the 1896 report of the Chicag o Home Missio nary and

Extens ion Societ y indicat ed, Chicag o Metho dism's failure effecti vely to evange lize the city's
most
recent immig rants was as much progra mmati c as it was cultura l. In contra st to primit ive Metho
dism,
or even to the church 's early missio ns among Germa n immig rants, the new motiva tion for missio
ns
was not the conver sion of sinners , or the perfec tion of the saints, but the accultu ration of foreign
ers.
Subsu med under "love of home," and the protec tion of sons and daught ers of rural Illinois , the
report' s
dire warnin gs contain no referen ce to the immig rants themse lves. It, in fact, insiste d that the church
's
priorit y of the establi shmen t of suburb an congre gation s was evange lically defens ible. "We must
help
the unchur ched well-to -do" the report argued , "as well as the outcas t crimin al class." 12
Metho dism's , and evange licalism 's, growin g failure to reach the urban, especi ally workin g class,
masses did not go unnoti ced. In his stingin g indictm ent of Chicag o's Protes tant church es,
W. T.
Stead sugges ted, "They had succum bed largely to the tempta tion of 'being at ease in zion. "' Singli
ng
out Metho dism, in particu lar, Stead sugges ted that Chicag o Metho dist minist ers did little more
than
"make faces at the devil from behind the pulpit. " Stead reserve d praise for only two Christ
ian
minist ries to the poor: Hull House and the Salvat ion Army. Althou gh the minist ries of Hull
House
and the Salvat ion Army contain ed commo n elemen ts, Stead, biogra pher of Army Mothe r Cather
ine
Booth and author of the Army' s bluepr int for the social regene ration of Londo n, praised Hull
House
for its mainte nance of an enthus iastic human itarian commi tment withou t intoler ance. In effect,
Stead
was one of the first observ ers to recogn ize that the human itarian , social, non-co nversi onist
and
explici tly earth- centere d empha sis of Hull House represe nted a distinc tive non-ev angeli cal approa
ch
to social regene ration.
a respon sive chord.

Amon g Chicag o Metho dists, the settlem ent model of Christi an missio n struck
As early as the mid 1890s, Northw estern Univer sity establi shed a settlem ent

projec t under the directi on of Harry E. Ward.

Under Ward's leaders hip, Chicag o Metho dists rapidly

assum ed a leadin g role in the formul ation of the social gospel .

In 1907, while servin g as pastor of a

workin g class congre gation near the Chicag o stocky ards, Ward helped to organi ze the Metho
dist
Federa tion for Social Action . And in 1908, he author ed a "Socia l Creed, " for Christi anity, which
was
adopte d by the Genera l Confer ence of the Metho dist Episco pal Church , and later by the Federa
l
Counc il of Church es.

In spite of the truly revolu tionary views of Ward and other Metho dists active

in the social gospel movem ent, the domin ant social themes of Chicag o Metho dism remain
ed
temper ance, sabbat arianis m, and the threat of Cathol icism. The majori ty of Chicag o Metho
dists,
includ ing both progre ssives and suburb an moder ates, were morali sts intent on the civiliz ation
of an
alien popula tion throug h legisla tion and educat ion.

In spite of its radical rhetori c, the social gospel

12

Minutes of th e Rock River Conference, 1896, 114, 68. In 1897, the Chicago Missionary and Church
Extension
Society a:gued that hal f of its receipts of $22,000 were expended on Bohemian , French, Italian,
and other
congregations among the poor. See, "Chicago Methodist Mission Work, 11 Northw estern Christia n
Advoca te 19
May 1897. Typical expressions of the view that Catholicism spawned ignorance, intolerance, and immora
lity are
fo und in Moore, Republi c to Methodism, 10-1 8.
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was never successful in the socio-economic integration of Christian communities, or in the creation of
churches among the poor.

In abandoning, or more commonly minimizing, the evangelical message

of personal salvation, Chicago Methodists were unintentionally replacing an experiential basis for
unity, which allowed for a degree of cultural diversity, with a cultural and political understanding of
Christian mission that contained no immediate eternal call to arms.

Although a proponent of Hull

House style ministries, Stead remained suspicious of the transcendent hold of "civic regeneration. "
"Very broad people," he observed, "are ... seldom as earnest as they are broad." 13
In his affirmation of Hull House, Stead explicitly criticized the Salvation Army's "narrow"
conception of orthodoxy.

Rooted in the heritage of American perfectionistic revivalism, the

Salvation Army, while sharing the settlement movement's commitment to solidarity and service among
the poor, explicitly affirmed historic evangelicalism's commitment to individual conversion and a
subsequent religious experience of purification and empowerment for service.

In fact, the Salvation

Army represented only one manifestation of evangelical service ministries among the urban masses.
Drawing on a tradition that dated at least to the Finneyite revivals of the 1830s, urban perfectionist
missions had spread rapidly in the two decades after the Civil \Var.

During the decade of the 1890s,

as Holiness evangelists were increasingly barred from stylish urban pulpits, they found receptive
audiences in urban missions.

The missions, in turn, produced converts who were hardly suitable for

upscale Methodist churches.

In many cities, such as Cincinnati, Providence, Washington, Brooklyn,

Evansville, St. Louis, and even Chicago, Holiness missions evolved into independent Holiness
congregations.

One such mission, the Metropolitan Methodist Mission was organized in a heavily

German and Scandinavian neighborhood on Chicago's northwest side during the spring of 1894.
Founded by a group of religiously intense young adults who were members of the Western Avenue
Methodist Episcopal Church, the Metropolitan Methodist Mission was a lay-initiated evangelistic
outreach in an immigrant neighborhood lacking a Methodist Church.

The central figures in the

endeavor were two promising businessmen, Edwin L. Harvey and Marmaduke Mendenhall (Duke)
Farson.

On the surface, the two appeared to be highly unlikely candidates to found a religious

community.

In spite of the economic depression ravaging Chicago, at twenty-eight Harvey appeared

to have a secure financial future.

His string of low-priced workingmen 's hotels, which catered to

business travelers, was prosperous and growing.

The thirty- year-old Farson was a partner in the

investment firm of Farson, Leach, & Company.

Specializing in the sale of municipal bonds to

finance irrigation and street railway projects, primarily in the West, the company scoured the West for
municipalities which were in need of funds, expediting legal formalities and selling the bonds to
eastern banks, insurance companies and private investors.

14

13

Stead, If Christ Came to Chicago , 268, 400, 402.
14
The primary sources on the early history of the Metropolitan Methodi t Mission are scarce. Especially u eful arc a
series of autobiographical letters written by Bernard Farson, a son of Duke M. Far on, to his son Kenneth in 1946.
They will be referred throughout as Bernard Fars~n , "Autobiographical Letters. " ~opies wi!I be located ~n the
William Kostlevy Papers, Fuller Theological Seminary. Also useful are several articles, which appeared m the
Burning Bush. They include two articles by Mrs. Edwin. L. Harvey, "0ur ~ork from Its Beginning," Burn~ng
Bush 3 June 1920 and "Birth and Growth of the Metropol!tan Church, Bunwzg Bush , 11 June 1931 ; and Marian
Madi,son, "Career of a Methodist,'' Burning Bush , 13 June 1950. Some biographical material on Harvey
11
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The backgrou nds of Harvey and Farson were remarkab ly similar.

Both were products of pious

Chicago Methodis t homes that met sometime during the early 1880s at the Western Avenue Church.
Converted in his youth, Harvey had become a class leader, secretary for Chicago's sixty-six Epworth
Leagues, Methodis t youth organizat ions, and the natural leader of a group of devout young people
committe d to evangelis tic outreach.

Harvey's interest in evangelis m came naturally, his father,

Daniel Harvey, a deliverym an in Chicago, having suppleme nted his income each summer through the
sale of household products to downstate farm families.

As his son Henry remembe red years later, the

elder Harvey spent as much time dispensin g evangelic al Christiani ty as household wares. 15
Beginnin g in the early 1880s, Edwin L. Harvey began to hold evangelis tic meetings in Methodis t
homes throughou t the greater Chicago area.

Discoveri ng that Duke Farson, the son of a deceased

Indiana Methodis t minister, had an exception al voice, Harvey convinced him to join a gospel quartet
that accompan ied him during his evangelis tic forays.
Plaines Camp Meeting, Farson was converted .
the two became inseparab le.

In the summer of 1884, while attending the Des

Although continuin g their promising business careers,

In 1887, Farson married Annie Butcher, a musician and member of the

Western Avenue Church, while, in 1890, Harvey married Gertrude Ford, also a member of the
Western Avenue Church.
Shortly after the Harveys' marnage, the two friends purchased property on Chicago's near
Southside and built a little red church.
Methodis t Episcopal Church.

The property was deeded to the Rock River Conferen ce of the

Duke Farson was listed in the conferenc e yearbook as pastor and

Edwin L. Harvey served as Sunday school superinten dent.

In the spring of 1894, even as the

devastatin g depressio n of 1893 paralyzed Chicago and the bloody Pullman Strike effectivel y tarnished
the metropoli s's "White City" image, Edwin L. Harvey acquired property for a new church on the
corner of Chicago Avenue and Ada Street on the city's Northwes t side.

Located over five miles from

the nearest Methodis t Church, the Metropoli tan Methodis t Mission opened in July 1894 in a four-story
brick building constructe d at a cost of about fifty thousand dollars.

Although Harvey held the deed to

the property, the congregat ion was officially listed as being part of the North Chicago District of the
Rock River Conferenc e.

Again Duke M. Farson was the pastor and Edwin L. Harvey, Sunday school

superinten dent.
Initially the mission closely resembled the social settlemen t model pioneered by Hull House: for
example, a deaconess taught classes in cooking and sewing for mothers as well as for young girls.
The culminati on of the mission's first year was a spectacul ar revival in a tent erected a block away.
"Five hundred were at the altar in four weeks," Gertrude Harvey remember ed in 1920.
The success of the 1895 revival left a perma nent mark upon the Metropol itan Methodis t Mission.
Evangelis tic efforts and visitation among the sick and needy replaced such mundane and temporal
activities as th e teaching of cooking and sewing. 16
school.

Especially noteworth y was the mission's Sunday

In only a year's time, under the direction of Harvey, the Sunday school averaged five

s appears in "God Answering By Fire, or the Great Chicago Revival," God's R evivalist, 30 May 1901 , 3.
- Madison, "Career of a Methodist. "

1

16

Harvey, "Our Work from Its Beginning."
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hundred children in attendance.

9

With the Sunday School drawing primarily the children of

Norwegian, Swedish , and German immigrant families, Harvey, always an entrepreneur, hired a bus
and after Sunday School at the Western Avenue Church took as many teachers as were willing to go to
the Metropolitan Mission for a 10:30 am Sunday School.

While many of the parents of the Sunday

School students were attending their immigrant churches, Harvey, who had cards printed by the
thousands promising prizes and entertainment which appealed primarily to non-church children,
managed a Sunday School that used the methods of tabloid journalism and dime novels to present the
evangelical messages to children who were hardly welcome in Chicago's largely suburban Methodist
churches.

As Bernard Farson remembered years later, "they [the children] were a tough lot, and Ed

[Harvey] sometimes said it needed two teachers for one pupil."
attendance was averaging over eight hundred pupils.

Within two years, Sunday school

Adult church membership was more modest.

Meeting before the Sunday school in an anteroom, the worship services averaged about 150. 17
Notwithstanding the unconventional character of the Metropolitan Methodist Mission, by the
summer of 1897 Harvey, and especially Farson were rapidly establishing reputations as leaders of
Methodism in the greater Chicago area.

In recognition of his business acumen and service to

Methodism, Harvey was chosen as secretary of the Des Plaines Camp Grounds.

Farson, on the other

hand, had become one of the most important financial contributors to Methodist missions and a
frequent speaker in Chicago area Methodist churches while his brother John enjoyed the confidence of
Methodist bishops who frequent! y visited his palatial estate in the Chicago suburb of Oak Park.

18

In spite of the success of their ministry and the deep piety of the two men, neither had experienced
entire sanctification, nor was the Metropolitan Methodist Mission active in the thriving and
Methodist-dominated Chicago holiness community.
deeper religious experience.

19

Nevertheless, Harvey, in particular, longed for a

In part, this desire was a product of the holiness agitation that

surrounded the thirtieth annual camp meeting of the National Association for the Promotion of
Holiness, which convened at the Des Plaines Camp Grounds in late July.

Although Harvey was

unable to "pray through," a fact that He would later attribute to the V.'orldliness and failure of the NHA
sponsored camp meetings to preach the full gospel, the camp meeting left both Gertrude and Edwin

. f or heart punty.
. 20
Harvey with a deep desue

17

Bernard Farson, "Autobiographical Letters." Reports of the number of children in the Sunday School vary between
five-hundred and one thousand.
18
On the Farson's role in Chicago Methodism, see "Chicago and Vicinity, 11 Northwest Christian Advocate, 11 August
1897.
Information on John Farson, whose Oak Park home currently houses the Oak Park Hi storical Society, can
be found in Jean Guarino, "A Man for All Seasons: John Farson," Illinois Magazine, March-April, 1989. A truly
colorful personality, John Farson was a loyal Methodist. Evidence suggests he was more moderate in his
religious views then his brother.
19
The center of the holiness community in Chicago was the office of the Christian Witness Company located in the
Method ist Church block on Washington Street. Publishers of the Christian Witness and Advocate of Bible
Holin ess, a weekly holiness periodical with offices in Boston and Chicago, the Christian Witness Company was
closely associated with the National Holiness Association. The Christian Witness, as the periodical was known in
the movement, contained a weekly column reporting on the movement in Chicago including reports of evangelistic
meetings, holiness missions, and the regular meetings of holiness groups in Chicago area Methodist churches.
20 The phrase "praying through" was the common expression to describe the intense periods of prayer that preceded
the experience of entire sanctification. Also see, "National Holiness Camp-Meeting at Des Plaines," Northwest
Christian Advocate, 18 August 1897.

Deeply agitate d over the lack of depth of his religio us experi ence, Harve y invited popula r
and
contro versial holine ss evange list Beverl y Carrad ine to conduc t holine ss meetin gs at the Metrop
olitan
Metho dist Missio n in Novem ber 1897. An ordain ed minist er in the Metho dist Episco pal Churc
h,
South, Carrad ine, who had experi enced entire sanctif ication in 1889, was noted for his public
attacks
upon the dress, life-sty les, and social activiti es of wealth y urban Metho dists.
In 1893, Carrad ine, to the relief of the Metho dist hierarc hy, entered a full time evange listic
ministr y. Harvey 's initial sugges tion that Carrad ine be invited to speak at the Des Plaine s
Camp
Meetin g was vetoed by camp meetin g leaders who reporte d that "they did not care to hear
any
Carrad ine preach ing. "21 Carrad ine's preach ing did not disapp oint the Metrop olitan Missio n faithfu
l.
With Carrad ine vigoro usly attacki ng worldl y dress and urging a deeper consec ration on the
part of
believe rs, the meetin gs resµlted in numer ous conver sions and in the experi ence of entire sanctif
ication
for virtual ly all of the adult membe rs of the church . Amon g the first to receive this deeper experi
ence
were Gertru de Harve y and Duke Farson .
For Edwin L. Harvey , the strugg le for entire sanctif ication was both intense and fraugh t with
numer ous apolog ies, restitu tions, and repeate d trips to the altar. Finally , early on the mornin
g of
Novem ber 28, 1897, he receive d the second blessin g. The cost, in the termin ology formul ated
two
genera tions earlier by Metho dist laywom an Phoeb e Palmer , was high.
includ ing his wealth , on the altar.

He placed everyt hing,

In doing so, Harvey moved radical ly beyon d Palme r's

metaph orical unders tandin g of entire consec ration.

For the young entrep reneur , entire consec ration

entaile d a literal surren der of worldl y posses sions. 22
In the fall of 1897, he was unawa re that the doctrin e of forsak ing all, or giving up all, would lead
to the sale of his home, his leaving of the Metho dist Church , and his teachin g that all Christ ians
should
follow ing the second chapte r of Acts, willing ly surren der their person al posses sions.

The descrip tion

of the fall 1897 meetin gs, which appear ed in the Christi an Witnes s, is the earlies t detaile
d
contem porary descrip tion of the Metrop olitan Metho dist Missio n. Althou gh noting that the
older
people in this primar ily immig rant neighb orhood were unaffe cted, the report went on to state
"the
meetin g presen ted the unusua l specta cle of a congre gation made up princip ally of young people
."
The meetin g, simila r to the revival service s in 1895, represe nted a signifi cant turning point
in the
history of the MCA.

The Metrop olitan Metho dist Missio n had becom e a distinc tly holine ss church

and the stage was being set for one of the most interes ting and colorfu l chapte rs in the history
of
Metho dism and of the Holine ss Movem ent in Chicag o. 23
The Metrop olitan Metho dist Church did not immed iately public ly embra ce the increa singly
contro versial doctrin es of premil lennial eschat ology and faith healing associa ted with the movem
ent's
radical fringes .

Howev er, the church 's new commi tment did lead to at least one immed iate
institu tional develo pment: in typical movem ent fashion , plans were made for a camp meetin g.
The
21

"Concerni.ng Dr. B every
I Carradme
. ," Burning Bush , 7 Decemb er 1911.
'12
~ On Harvey's struggle to experience entire sanctification, see Farson, "Autobiographical
Letters" and Edwin L.
Harvey. Sermon s on Bible Characters (Waukesha, WI : Metropolitan Church Association, 1909), 186.
23
"Chicago and Vicinity," Christian Witn ess, 9 Decemb er 1897.
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meeting was scheduled to begin in early June of 1898 and was to run for most of the summer.
Although the primary speaker was to be Duke Farson, NHA evangelist and Presbyterian ministe r
Edward F. Walker inaugurated the camp meeting.

The site, designated as the church campground ,

was a vacant lot near the church. Commencing on Friday June 3rd, Walker concluded his portion of
the services on Sunday evening June 12 in a service, which the Christian Witness described as "a
season of remarkable power, never to be forgotten by those present. " Ironically, given Walker's
reputation as a scholarly and unemotional exponent of Holiness teaching who preached from the Greek
New Testament, the physical manifestations and lack of decorum accompanying the meetings
produced considerable controversy.
made up the congregation.
reported.

In response, Walker praised "the fully saved young people" who

"And . how the Lord saved and sanctified the people," Walker glowingly

"And how the community of 'religionists' around were stirred," he concluded. The report

failed to describe the exact physical manifestations accompanying "this season of remarkable power.

11

But the Metropolitan Methodist Church's reputation for demonstrative worship and its ignominy
among the religious establishment began to take root during the summer of 1898.

Walker, in turn,

never forgot the Metropolitan Methodist Church. Twenty years later, as general superintendent of the
Pentecostal Church of the Nazarene, long after virtually all Holiness Movement leaders had dismissed
the MCA as a band of disparate fanatics, he continued to defend the group's principal leaders and
much of its criticism of the Holiness Movement.

24

Although the central ministry of the church continued to be its Sunday school, the rapid growth of
the Metropolitan Methodist Church, as it was known by 1898, necessitated a structure that
incorporated the standard physical features of a church.

In the fall of 1898, construction began on a

full-fledged church on the site of the 1898 camp meeting.

Funded by Farson, this facility, which

could comfortably seat over one thousand people, served the church into the early twentieth century
when the establishment of the apparatus of a religious denomination--a retirement home, Bible and
missionary training school, and a publishing house-- resulted in the MCA's search for larger facilities.
Although the church's large auditorium and gallery were often crowded, the congregation increasingly
became noted for the groups of youthful church workers who visited prisons and hospitals, and who
conducted open-air street meetings.

Invariably the church's commitment to Christian perfection , as

evidenced in increasingly controversial doctrines and aggressive evangelistic tactics, threatened the
staid evangelicalism of Chicago Methodism.

Nevertheless, a Methodist hierarchy hesitant to

jeopardize the sizable financial contributions of Duke, and especially, John Farson easily ignored the
. . . 25
c hurc h 's eccentnc1t1es.
24 The accounts of Walker's ministr y at the Metropolitan Methodist Church are in S. Rice,

11
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Chicago and Vi cinity
Christian Witn ess, 23 Jun e 1898, 30 June 1898. Walker's long relationship with the MCA is discussed in
"Editorial: Dr. Edward F. Walker, 11 Burning Bush, 18 August 1918. Biographical informati on is avai lable in
11
Delbert R. Rose Papers, Asbury Theo logical Seminary, Wilmore, Kentucky; Dr. Edward F. Walker: An Exege te
Par Excellence 11 Herald , 5 November 1969. See also, the bi ographical fil e in the Christian Holiness Association
Papers, B. L. Fisher Library, Asbury Theo logical Semin ary, Wilmore, Kentucky.
25 Harvey, Birth and Growth of the Metropolitan Church.
See also, H. C. Morriso n, The Meeting in Chicago,
Pentecostal H erald, 6 December 1899, 8. The nature of Methodist piety in Chicago is discussed in Lenhart,
"Methodist Piety in an Industrializing Society," 203-262. The changing characte~ of M e tho~ i st piety is reflected
in the Northwest Christian Advocate which increasingly equated chu rch growth with evangelism and replaced the
11
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As their fourte en-ye ar partne rship had demo nstrat ed, the minis try of Edwi n L. Harve
y and Duke
Farso n could not be conta ined in a single struct ure. The congr egatio n had been
in the statel y Huron
Street churc h less than a year when Farso n, with seemi ngly endle ss financ ial resou
rces, purch ased an
aband oned Episc opal churc h on the near west side of Chica go which he had remod
eled into a simpl e,
but large, barn- like struct ure. Refer red to as a "Holi ness tabern acle," the name , types
of servic es and
nature of the buildi ng reflec ted the chang ing chara cter of the minis try, althou gh,
as alway s, Harve y
establish~d a Sund ay schoo l for neigh borho od childr en. Initial ly the
tabern acle did not house a
perma nent congr egatio n. Simil ar to Holin ess skid row missio ns, its purpo ses was
the evang elizat ion of
a partic ular social class, in this case the middl e class, in an inform al and not overtl
y religi ous settin g,
easily acces sible to the target group . Servic es were to be held twice on Sunda y
and on Wedn esday
and Friday eveni ngs. Bever ly Carra dine, who was hired by the entrep reneu
rial Farso n for an
exclu sive six-m onth engag emen t, opene d the tabern acle in mid-N ovem ber. The
name "taber nacle, " a
refere nce to the tempo rary worsh ip struct ure of the Israel ites durin g the Exod us, was
indica tive of the
escha tologi cal revolu tion sweep ing the Holin ess Move ment. Draw ing on the image
ry of incipi ent
funda menta lism and reflec ting the marke t-driv en eccles iology of turn of the centu
ry evang elical ism,
"taber nacles " were cente rs of evang elism , simpl y and inexp ensive ly const ructed , and
easily disma ntled,
which could seat betwe en three hundr ed and three thous and peopl e.
Exclu sively used by
premi llenni alists, the goal of tabern acle minis tries was the salvat ion, and for many
sancti ficati on, of as
many sinne rs as possib le befor e the return of Jesus.

For Harve y and Farso n, drawi ng deepl y on

popul ar religio us curren ts, the adopt ion of the tabern acle metap hor did not signif
y an escha tologi cal
shift. It did sugge st, follow ing the exam ple of A. B. Simps on, a pione er in the tabern
acle conce pt, a
lessen ing of denom inatio nal loyalt y. For unlike their earlie r minis tries, Farso n and
Harve y made no
attem pt to incorp orate the Weste rn Aven ue Holin ess tabern acle into the appar atus
of the Rock River
Confe rence of the Metho dist Episc opal Churc h. 26
Altho ugh opene d amid accus ations that it would weake n the minis try of a neigh borin
g churc h, the
comp letion of the non-d enom inatio nal Weste rn Aven ue tabern acle did not mean that
the Metro polita n
Churc h had comp letely aband oned Metho dism. In early Nove mber, the Churc h,
in coope ration with
Chica go First Churc h, hired popul ar M. E. Churc h, South evang elist Henry Clay
Morri son for what
was annou nced to be a ten-da y evang elistic campa ign. Morri son held eveni ng servic
es at the Huron
A venue locati on and spoke each noon at First Churc h in the Metho dist block on Wash
ingto n A venue .
Altho ugh no strang er to contro versy and certai nly open to mild physi cal manif estati
ons in worsh ip,
Morri son, a cultur ed and highly succe ssful pasto r of afflue nt M. E. Churc h, South
congr egatio ns, was
startle d by the demo nstrat ive worsh ip of the Metro polita n Churc h. Years later,
Harve y accus ed
Morri son of attem pting to restra in "Holy Ghost" demo nstrat ions such as shout ing
and jumpi ng. For
his part, Morri son, who excus ed himse lf befor e the servic es were sched uled to end,
noted that his noon
older perfectionist, and distinctly Methodist, vocabulary with code words of Keswick
piety. This is reflected in
the paper's "higher life 11 column.
26
The tabernacle concep t has not received the attention it warrants. See Robert L.
N iklaus, John S. Sawin , and
Samuel J. Stoesz, All For Jesus: God at Work in the Christian and Missionary Allian ce
Over One Hundr ed Years
(Camp Hill, PA: Christian Publications, 1986), 150-151.
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meetings were well received.

•>

In spite of his hurried exit, Morrison received his full pay, provided a

always by Duke Farson, of one hundred dollars.

Fortunately, the friendly E . F. Walker was able to

conclude the scheduled ten-day Morrison campaign, setting the stage for Carradine's six-month siege
of Chicago.

27

Notwithstanding his reservations, Morrison was deeply impressed by what he described as the
"devout" and "zealous" body of over three hundred young people, including forty-five "fully
sanctified" Sunday school teachers, who comprised the adult membership of the Metropolitan
Methodist Church.

Noting that between seventy-five and one hundred professions of faith and over

thirty applications for church membership had occurred during his abbreviated services, Morrison
praised Harvey and Farson for the tremendous energy they expended in business and evangelism.
"They are the aggressive, happy type of sanctified people," Morrison wrote concerning Edwin and
Gertrude Harvey, "who overflow with joy in the Lord."

Referring to Duke Farson, Morrison wrote,

"his face shines all the time, and he dares to undertake great things for God, and has faith to expect
great things from Him."

"May the blessings of the Lord rest upon these good people, and give them

great victory in their work," Morrison concluded. 28
Morrison's primary concern about the services of the Metropolitan Methodist Church seems to
have been what be perceived were the church's demonstrative worship style; however, other
controversial elements of the church were also undergoing important developments.

Throughout the

fall, Harvey, already considered an expert on Christian stewardship by virtue of his great wealth, was
urging members of his own congregation and others active in the interrelated bodies of the Chicago
Holiness community to devote greater percentages of their wealth to Christian missions.

In fact,

Edwin and Gertrude Harvey were becoming increasingly preoccupied with the economic implications
of Holiness rhetoric.

Dismissing the older Holiness hermeneutic which had understood entire

consecration of wealth to imply a figurative commitment, Edwin Harvey, adopting a position also held
by Martin Wells Knapp , began urging Christians to surrender all to God above immediate living
expenses.

For her part, Gertrude Harvey sold her wedding ring, silk dresses and fancy hats, and

began to question the legitimacy of owning an elegant home.

Turning to Beverly Carradine for

counsel , the Harveys w ere startled to hear this so -called champion of radical self-denial defend such
luxuries as wedding rings and stylishly furnished homes.

Similar to Morrison's abbreviated fall

campaign, Carradine's exclusive six -month engagement quietly e nded six weeks early.

Preaching at

the tabernacle on W es tern Avenue was continued by Farson, E. L. Harvey, Harvey's brother, Henry L.
Harvey and C. E. Ellsworth , superintendent of the Madison Street Gospel Mission.
returned to the M etropolitan Church.

Carradine never

In less then one year, the church's radicalism had alien ated the

two most powerful Holiness preac hers in the Methodist Episcopal Church, South.

27 On Morrison's Chicago campaign, see Christian Witn ess, 9 November 1899, 9.

Frustrated by th e

Harvey's reflections on the
meetings are contained in several Burning Bush editori als. See, "For Every One That Doeth Ev il Hatcth the
Light 11 Burning Bush , 30 October 1903, 4; "A Review of the 'rears," Burning Bush , 12 January 1922, 4; and
"Con~e rning Dr. Beverl y Carradine," Burning Bush, 7 December 1911 , 4. See also, Henry Clay Morrison, "The
Meeting in Chicago," Pentecostal H erald, 6 December 1899, 8.

28

Morrison, "The Meeting in Chicago."

conventio nal ministries of NHA evangelist s, Farson and Harvey invited Seth C. Rees, president of the
rival, premillen nial Internatio nal Apostolic Holiness Union (IAHU), to continue the meetings at the
Holiness Tabernac le. 29
Unlike Carradine , who had reported only six conversio ns at his final service, Rees' ten-day
ministry, which began on Friday, April 20th, 1900, was greeted by such spiritual demonstr ations as
shouting and jumping.

In the final service alone, over one hundred conversio ns were recorded. 30

Rees' style, and his support for demonstra tive worship, along with the IAHU commitm ent to
premillen nialism, faith healing, and suspicion of denomina tions, as well as its increasing ly radical
belief in God's ownershi p of all property made Rees and the IAHU natural allies of the Metropol itan
Methodis t Church.

•

In the wake of Rees' services, the Metropoli tan Methodis t Church entered the orbit of the IAHU
and the informall y linked network of Holiness radicals that looked to Martin Wells Knapp for
informati on, support and direction.

Once establishe d, the relationsh ip between the IAHU and the

Metropol itan Methodis t Church developed rapidly.
church-sp onsored camp meeting.
employee of Duke Farson.

In Septembe r, Rees was the main speaker at a

By Novembe r, he had relocated to Chicago and was a paid

In December , Knapp joined Rees for a missionar y conventio n at the

Metropol itan Methodis t Church in Chicago.

Harvey's writings began to appear in the Revivalis t,

while Rees, in turn, was the principal speaker for a remarkab le religious revival that swept Chicago
during the spring of 1901.

In the fall of 1901, one year after meeting Harvey, Knapp invited him to

lead the 1902 Mount of Blessing Camp Meeting and to assume leadership of Knapp's empire in
Cincinnat i, a plan terminate d by Knapp's sudden death in Decembe r 1901.

Although blocked from

assuming the leadership of Knapp's empire, Harvey never tired of reminding his followers that their
ministry was the rightful heir of the ministry of Martin Wells Knapp.
During the fall of 1899, while preparatio ns were being completed for the Holiness tabernacl e on
Western Avenue, Duke Farson purchased one hundred acres of property near Ottawa, Illinois as a site
for a Holiness camp meeting.

Known as Buffalo Rock, for the picturesq ue forty acre rock formation

overlooki ng the Illinois River, the campsite, destined to become an Illinois State Park, was praised as
one of the most beautiful camp meeting locations west of the Allegheny Mountain s.

31

Farson 's decision to establish a camp meeting, linked with the opening of the non-deno minationa l
Holiness tabernacle , was a clear indication that the Metropoli tan Methodis t Church was in the process
of developin g an institution al structure independe nt of Methodis m.
of a camp meeting was especially significan t.

In this regard, the establishm ent

As the fundamen tal institution al expressio n of the

nineteenth -century Holiness revival, camp meetings could easily develop into centers of resistance to
29

The Harveys' increased interest in economic matters is discussed in "Chicago and Vicinity," Christian Witness, 12
October 1899, 8; and Mrs. E. L. Harvey, "A Page from My Experience ." On the wealth of the Harveys, see
Morri son, "The Meeting in Chicago." The conclusion of Carradine's Chicago meetings is discussed in "Chicago
and Vicinity ," Christian Witn ess, 12 April 1900, 8.
30
"Revival Reports," R evivalist, 10 May 1900, 11.

31

The Chicago Tribun e reported that Farson had purchased the site to prevent one of the most beautiful sites in the
state from becoming a "beer garden" and "gambling resort. " "Help Save Chicago ," Chicago Tribune, 1 March
1901 , 1.
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denominational structures, while serving as incubators for religious loyalties that could facilitate the
formation of new denominations.

As in the case of the MCA, the annual camp meeting became,

along with group's periodical, the Burning Bush , the primary vehicle for the recruitment of church
workers, for fund raising, and for the development of group solidarity.
Compared to the thousands of MCA faithful who would flock to the group 's camp meetings in the
1920s, the small gathering of Holiness faithful, who assembled, amid a steady rain, at Buffalo Rock on
August 25, 1900, appeared to be of little consequence.

The numbering of annual camp meetings,

which commenced in 1900 at Buffalo Rock, established the basic chronology of the movement.
Consequently, the 1900 encampment became an important, and to some the definitive, date in the
history of the movement.
For the opening days of the camp meeting, Duke Farson, employing his financial resources freely ,
had enlisted the services of some of the most distinguished evangelists in the Holiness Movement.
Among the scheduled speakers was popular Indiana evangelist John T. Hatfield, National Holiness
Association evangelist L. B. Kent and representing the movement's premillennial wing, Seth C. Rees.
Kent, a veteran of the Holiness Movement in Illinois, provided detailed accounts of the meetings to the
Christian Witness.

Similar to other early accounts concerning the MCA, Kent was deeply impressed by the preaching
of Farson and Harvey.

"No college-training can give preachers what God has given this young

business man as a soul saving preacher," Kent wrote concerning Farson.

Following a sermon by

Harvey, Kent noted that he was coming to believe that "fully consecrated and anointed business men
may be the most effectual preachers of the word. "32

Although no hint of fanaticism appears in Kent's

account, the central themes of the sermons preached by Harvey are the themes that would be
prominent in the mature MCA. Preaching from two of his favorite texts, Luke 16: 19-27, the story of
the rich man and Lazarus the poor beggar, and Galatians 2:20, Paul's statement that he had been
crucified with Christ, Harvey, who was still struggling with his own wealth, defined the possession of
wealth and the trappings of middle class Methodism, such as education, insurance, and popularity, as
signs that one was on the road to perdition.

In effect, the reason few , if any, Holiness Movement

leaders foresaw that Harvey's teaching on possessions would led to a repudiation of personal property
was that the doctrine of consecration itself could easily led to such a conclusion.

This was especially

true for the radical premillcnnial wing of the Movement which was growing rapidly and increasingly
interpreting itself in light of the second chapter of Acts which unmistakably taught that in the
normative New Testament church all property was held in common.

33

The most notable event in the life of the Metropolitan Methodist Church during the fall of 1900
was a missionary convention held on Sunday, December 2.

The primary purpose of the convention

32 L. B. Kent , "The Buffa lo Rock Camp Meeting, 11 Christian ~Vitn ess, 20 September 1900, 13.
33 Ibid. On the Buffalo Rock Camp Meeting, see also, L. B. Kent, "The Pentecostal Buffa lo Rock Mee ting: The

Second Week," Christian ~Vitn ess, 4 October 1900, 11 ; and Seth C. Rees, Revivalist 27 September 1900, 3. For a
version of Harvey's sermon on Lazarus the beggar, sec Harvey, Sermons on Bible Chara cters, 2 19-242. For
Harvey 's teaching co ncerning a believer's need to crucify self, see his "Real Crucifixion," Burning Bush , 6 October
1904, 5.

was to celebr ate the missio nary call of Charle s and Lettie Bird Cowm an, Chicag o natives and
recent
God's Bible Schoo l studen ts who were about to embar k on a faith missio nary ventur e in Japan.
In many ways the Cowm ans' experi ence illustra tes the perple xing and interre lated charac ter of
turn
of the centur y evange licalis m. Follow ing his conver sion at Grace Metho dist Episco pal Churc
h in
Chicag o, Charle s Cowm an, a Weste rn Union Telegr aph Compa ny execut ive, began to attend classes
at
Garret t Theolo gical Semin ary and at Moody Bible Institu te. Experi encing a call to the missio
n field
follow ing an ad~hess by A. B. Simpso n, Cowm an, who had initiall y sought to fulfill his calling
by
applyi ng to the missio n board of the Metho dist Episco pal Church , came under the influen ce of
Martin
Wells Knapp 's Reviva list. Travel ing to Cincin nati, the Cowm ans assiste d in the foundi ng of
God's
Bible Schoo l and made the mome ntous decisio n to becom e missio naries to Japan withou t the suppor
t,
financi al or otherw ise, of a denom ination or establi shed missio n board.

As "faith missio naries, " the

Cowm an's would have no salary, but would rely on the free will offerin gs of suppor ters. 34
In late Novem ber, the Cowm ans, accom panied by the Knapp s, Seth C. Rees, Rees' son Byron ,
and
Quake r evange list Charle s Stalke r left Cincin nati for Chicag o. Knapp was deeply impres sed
by the
genero sity and spirit of the Metrop olitan Metho dist Church . In his glowin g report of the conven
tion,
he noted that "amid shouts and tears of holy joy" one thousa nd dollars had been raised
for the
Reviva list's World Wide Missio n Fund. Regard ing the church , Knapp wrote,

Its pastor and his helpers, abominate fairs , festivals, concerts, and all such worldly things in
the Church of God, and demand that their ministers must have the baptism of the Holy
Ghost and fire as Jesus requires, and will not tolerate fireless preachers.
In respon se to the genero sity of the church , a confer ence was called which conclu ded that Stalke
r
and Byron J. Rees would sail from New York in Januar y on a much discus sed "round -the-w
orld"
missio n trip. 35 The conven tion conclu ded with a simple ordina tion service for Charle s and Lettie
Bird
Cowm an. Martin Wells Knapp , Seth C. Rees, Byron J. Rees and Charle s Stalke r laid their hands
on
the depart ing missio naries. Follow ing the conven tion, Byron Rees and Charle s Stalke r depart
ed for
New York and later the Cowm ans depart ed for San Franci sco. Both advent ures would enter into
the
lore of the Holine ss Movem ent. The fact that the central role of the Metrop olitan Churc h Associ
ation
in both sagas remain s unreco rded is a testimo ny to both evange licalism 's and the I-Ioliness Movem
ent's
quest for respec tability and their desire to avoid the stigma of fanatic ism. 36
34

On the faith principal in m1ss1ons, see Paul Westphal Thomas and Paul William Thomas, The
Days of Our
Pilgrim age: The 1-fistory of the Pilgrim Holin ess Church (Marion, IN: The Wesley Press, 1976), 34-35.
35
"The Chicago Convention," Revival ist, 13 December 1900, 12.

36

On the ordination service, see Lettie B. Cowman, Charles E. Cowma n: Mission ary Warrio r (Los Angeles
: Oriental
Missionary Society, 1928), 114. Stalker, whose published account of the world wide missionary trip
was widely
circulated, remained an active force in the Holiness Movement for nearly sixty years. The Cowma
ns would
found the Oriental Missionary Society (now OMS International.) The mission 's greatest success would
come in
Korea through the founding of the Evangelical Holiness Church of Korea, the country 's third largest denomi
nation
and of Seoul Theological Seminary, one of the largest graduate schools of theology in Asia.
Of equal
significance was the personal ministry of Lettie Bird Cowman, who served as the president of
OMS from
1928- 1949. Her devotional book, Streams in the Desert, would become the best selling evangelical
devotional
boo k of the twentieth century. The standard history of OMS is Robert D. Wood, Jn These Mortal
Hands: The
Story of the Orienta l Mission ary Society, the First Fifty Years (Greenwood, IN : OMS Internat
ional, 1983).
Stalker briefly touches on the Chicago Convention in Charles H. Stalker, Twice Around the ivor/d with
the Holy
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s H. Stalker, 1906), 16.
Ghost, or Impres sions and Convictions of the Mission Field (Columbus, OH: Charle
d out of the Holiness
Ironica ll y, Byro n J. Rees (1877-1920), fo llowing the around -the-world tour, droppe
on nineteenth - century
Movem ent. Becomi ng a professor of Englis h at Will iams College and an au thority
Ameri can literature, Rees served as editor of the standard edition of Thoreau 's Walden.
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