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I. Theological Roots and Background of the Korea Holiness Church 

1.1. What are the theological roots and background of the Korea Holiness Church? To clarify this , 

in the preface to the General Statement of Belief and Articles of Faith formulated at the beginning, the 

Korea Holiness Church (then called the Korean Christian Oriental Missionary Society Holiness 

Church) states as follow: 

The doctrines which our church emphasizes are not anything new. They are the fundamental 
doctrines of God that Mr. Wesley and early Methodists proclaimed .... Therefore our 
doctrines are nothing but what Mr. Wesley proclaimed.1 

Such a statement was echoed repeatedly by the early publications of the OMS Korea Holiness 

Church. Living Waters, the church magazine, states, 

The characteristic of the Oriental Missionary Society Korea Holiness Church is that she 
holds the doctrines of the Gospel that Mr. Wesley proclaimed 180 years ago. Our doctrine 
of holiness is exactly the same with what Wesley proclaimed. Therefore, if anyone would 
like to know about our church, he or she will find it in the early Methodists. 2 

The original constitution of the Korea Holiness Church declared that "the Korea Holiness church 

was raised up with the mission to proclaim the gospel of holiness (sanctification) that Mr. John Wesley 

proclaimed."3 It recalls Wesley's statement about his Methodists. Wesley said, 

This doctrine (of full sanctification) is the grand depositum which God has lodged with the 
people called Methodists; and for the sake of propagating this chief! y He appeared to have 

1 General Statement of Belief and Articles of Faith of The Oriental Missionary Society Korea Holiness Church, 1925, 

pp.1-2 
2 Living Waters , vol. 1, No.6 (1923), p.54 
3 Cf. the Constitution of the Korea Holiness Church, 1933, Article 6 and 8. 
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. d 4 raise us up. 

1.2. Then how is the Korea Holiness Church to be distinguished from the Methodist Church that 

existed already in Korea? Dr. Lee Myongjik stated, 

The articles of faith of the Korea Holiness Church are based on the doctrines revealed by 
Christ and the biblical interpretation of John Wesley, and formulated after the articles of 
Faith of the International Apostolic Holiness Church.

5 

This means that the theological roots of the Korea Holiness Church go back to Wesley's theology; 
however, this was carried down to her though the 19th century holiness movement in America. At this 

point, the Korea Holiness Church carried her own unique characteristics as a true follower of Wesley 
in her mission to proclaim the Wesleyan doctrine of Holiness, 6 while in those years Methodist 

Churches were inclined toward theological liberalism and seldom preached the Wesleyan message of 

holiness. 

1.3. What were the characteristics and theological emphasis of the International Apostolic Holiness 
Church? This church was raised up during the Holiness-Pentecostal movement in 19th century 

America. As Synan points out, this spiritual movement rose up against the liberal tendencies which 
prevailed among mainline Methodist churches, and it claimed that its spiritual and theological father 
was John Wesley who started the Methodist movement in the 18th century.7 They emphasized not only 

that man must be saved by the grace of God but also that all believers must be baptized with the Holy 

Spirit. They emphasized the second blessing of believers, full salvation. As this movement moved on, 
because of different interpretations of the baptism of the Holy Spirit, these people were divided into 
several different groups such as the the Keswick Movement of the Calvinists, the Christian Missionary 
Alliance of A.B. Simpson, and the Holiness groups.8 

Among the Holiness groups, Knapp and Rees formed the International Apostolic Holiness Union 
and Prayer League in 1897 in Cincinnati, Ohio.9 They wholeheartedly believed in and preached the 
new birth and holiness as taught by John Wesley (like other Holiness groups did), but they also wanted 
to keep preaching the full gospel, while other holiness groups did not emphasize the divine healing and 
second coming of the Lord. For they believed that the proper emphasis on divine healing and the 

return of the Lord as taught in the Bible serves to assist in promoting true holiness. 10 

Mr. Cowman and Mr. Kilbourne, the founders of the Oriental Missionary Society, were ordained 

4 The Letters of John Wesley, ed. by John Telford (hereafter cited as Letters), vol. viii, 238. 5 Lee Myongjik, A Brief History of the OMS Holiness Church, 1929, p. 10. 
6 See E. A. Kilbourne, A Story of Mission in Japan, n.d., pp.46-4 7 
7 

See Vinson Synan, The Holiness-Pentecostal Movement in the United States, (Eerdmans Pub. 1981 ); Donald Dayton, 
Theolofical Roots of Pentecostalism, (Harper and Row Pub., 1976); and Melvin E. Dieter, The Holiness Revival of 
the 191 century, (The Scarecrow Press, 1980). 

8 
These people hold the Wesleyan interpretation of the baptism or infilling of the Holy Spirit as experience of entire 

sanctification. Between 1880 and 1925, 25 holiness groups were formed. See Paul W. Thomas, The Days of our 
Pilgrimage (History of the Pilgrim Holiness Church), (The Wesleyan Press, 1976), p.6. 9 

This organization was enlarged and became the International Apostolic Holiness Church in 1913. Later this church 
was merged with other holiness groups and developed into The Pilgrim Holiness Church in 1922. 10 See Constitution and By-Laws of the International Apostolic Holiness Union and Prayer League (1897). 
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as missionaries by this group and came out to the Orient and formed the missionary society in the 

same lines with the International Apostolic Holiness Union.11 

1.4. Such historical connections with the Oriental Missionary Society Holiness Church (hereafter 

cited as the Korea Holiness Church) are well documented in her General Statement of Belief and 

Articles of Faith. For the Korea Holiness Church copied the Objective and the Articles of Faith of the 

International Apostolic Holiness Church (1913) and made them her own.12 

When we compare her Articles of Faith with those of John Wesley, we find that they are identical 

except for a few additions and modifications.13 For example, in the articles of the church, the Korea 

Holiness Church inserted the following sentence: 'Her mission is the proclamation of a full Gospel at 

home and abroad, including salvation from all sin, divine healing, and the pre-millennial coming of 

Jesus Christ. Her field is the world.' In the article on the Holy Spirit, it added the ministry of the Holy 

Spirit in regeneration and sanctification and also in the life of believers. The General Statement of 

Belief also included articles on 'Sanctification', 'Healing', 'The Return of Jesus' , and 'Destiny' . Thus, 

the General Statement of Belief reflects the historical fact that her theological roots and background 

are Wesley's theology, but were they carried down to her through the holiness movement in 19th 

century America. Accordingly, the Korea Holiness Church came to emphasize that while their great 

and primary object is, and must ever be, the regeneration of sinners and the sanctification of believers, 

they also emphasized preaching the full gospel which is considered to be essential to Biblical holiness 

and the evangelization of the world. The Korea Holiness Church states her mission and objective in 

her constitution as follows: 

The Korea Holiness Church was raised up with the mission to proclaim the gospel of 
holiness as being taught by John Wesley and preaches the fourfold gospel of regeneration, 
holiness, divine healing and second coming of the Lord so that we may bring all men to 
regeneration and lead all believers to the life of holiness in order that the church may be 
presented to the Lord blameless and glorious at the day of His return. 14 

1.5. The church was dispersed during World War II by the Japanese government and in 1945 the 

church was re-organized as a self governing entity with no organic relationship with the Oriental 

Missionary Society. Nevertheless, the same articles of Faith were carried on without any revision. In 

later years, the church was divided into two different denominations, Kee-sung and Ye-Sung, and they 

went through several revision of the constitution; however, they have not amended the doctrinal 

sections and articles in the constitutions. They are still carrying on the Wesleyan theological root and 

h . 15 
emp as1s. 

11 See Cowman 's letter to Mr. Knapp on May 23, 1901, in God's Revivalist and Bible Advocate, July 11, 1901. 
12 See and compare the articles of religion of the Korea Holiness Church (1 925) with the Constitution of the 

International Apostolic Holiness Union and Prayer League (1897), the Constitution of the International Apostolic 
Holiness Church (1913,1919), the Manual of the Pilgrim Holiness Church (1922), and the Manual of the Oriental 
Missionary Society. 

13 Compare the General Statement of Belief of the Korea Holiness Church with The 24 Articles of Religion of 
Methodist (John Wesley). 

14 See the constitution of the Korea Holiness Church, section on ' mission ' . 
15 See the doctrinal sections in the constitutions of the Korea Holiness Church. 
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II. Wesleyan Heritage in the Korea Holiness Church Today 

In the previous section, we concluded that the theological roots of the Korea Holiness Church are 

Wesley 's theology that was carried down to her through the 191
h century holiness movement in 

America. What then are the Wesleyan heritages and characteristics that the Korea Holiness Church 

caries on as her tradition? 

John Wesley, who started his movement as a positive affirmation of Biblical Christianity, believed 

the substance of the doctrines on which the Reformers insisted. But it was Wesley who reinterpreted 

them in the light of Bible and personal experience and made them so relevant to practical Christian life. 

As Wynkoop put it, Wesley put flesh and blood on the contents of orthodox theology and made it a 

living theology.16 In his theological development a creative synthesis was achieved in major doctrines 

and Wesley made his theology distinct from others. 17 The special characteristics of Wesley 's 

theology may be seen in the following emphases on 1) Biblical Christianity (the authority of the Bible 

against liberalism), 2) the gospel for all (responsible grace against Calvinism), 3) salvation by grace 

alone (regeneration), 4) salvation from all sin (full sanctification), and 5) the witnessing ministry of the 

Spirit (assurance). These emphases, I consider, are the main Wesleyan heritage which the Korea 

Holiness Church has cherished. 

2.1. Biblical Christianity (authority of the Bible) 

In Wesley's theology the basic source and authority is the Bible. He wanted to be a man of one 

Book, the Bible. In his letter to Mr. Newton he writes, "In 1730, I began to be homo unius libri (a man 

of one book), to study (comparatively) no book but the Bible."18 It was really John Wesley and his 

Methodists who "resolved to be Bible Christians at all events; and, wherever they were, to preach with 

all their might plain, old, Bible Christianity."19 

The starting point of Wesley's theology was the Bible and experience. He searched the Bible. He 

searched after and considered parallel passages of Scripture and meditated thereon. Then he consulted 

those who were experienced in the things of God.20 But Wesley insisted that all things including 

human reason, church tradition and experience must be under the authority of the Bible. He writes, 

The Scriptures are the touchstone whereby Christians examine all, real or supposed 
revelations. In all cases they appeal to the law and to the testimony, and try every spirit 
thereby.21 

In another place, Wesley said to the critic against him, "Point me out of better way than I have 

16 M. B. Wynkoop, "A Hermeneutical Approach to John Wesley" in Wesleyan Theological Journal (Spring, 1971 ), 
p.14 

17 N. Burwash, Wesley' s Doctrinal Standards (1881), reprinted in 1967, p. xiii. 
18 The Letters of John Wesley, ed. by John Telford (hereafter it will be cited as Letters), IV, p.299 
19 The Works of Rev. John Wesley, ed. by Thomas Jackson (hereafter cited as Works), viii , 349 (Short history of 

Methodism). 
20 Standard Sermons of Wesley, edited by Sugden (hereafter cited as STS), I. , p.32. 
21 Letters, II , p.11 7 
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known. Show me it is so, by plain proof of Scripture."22 He was ready to follow the Bible. Thus the 

Bible takes the role of the Supreme Court in Wesley 's theology. However, it does not mean at all that 

he was an anti-intellectualist and he had not read other books. In fact, Wesley read many books from 

the primitive church fathers to his own contemporary authors.23 

Wesley believed in the inspiration of the Bible and that there is no error in the Bible.24 He also 

firmly believed in the sufficiency of the Scriptures which is the means for salvation.25 The Bible is the 

main source for Wesley's sermons.26 He loved the Bible and said, 

0 give me that book! At any price, give me the book of God! ... Let me be homo unius 

l 'b . 27 
1 n. 

It has been a tradition of the Korea Holiness Church to emphasize the authority of the Bible in her 

theological education and preaching. The Articles of Faith of the Korea Holiness Church state: 

The Bible is the canon of our church. The Old and New Testaments were written by those 

who were inspired by the Holy Spirit. Thus we believe that the Bible is the Word of God 

which is sufficient for our salvation. Therefore we reject any teaching and testimony which 

are not based on the Bible.28 

Thus the Korea Holiness Church strongly believes that the Bible is the canon for the Christian life 

and the Bible must be interpreted by the Bible, rejecting any critical study of the Bible. Her Articles of 

Faith state as follows: 

The Scriptures are an example not only for Christian faith but also Christian life and church 

government. In interpreting the Scripture, the Scripture must be interpreted by the Scripture. 

It shall not be permitted to interpret the Bible critically denying the inspiration of the 

Bible.29 

As Wesley cried out saying, "Ogive me that book! At any price, give me the book of God!",30 the 

Korea Holiness Church maintained the whole Bible as canon even in difficult circumstances. For 

example, in the 1940's when Korea was under Japanese control, the Japanese government persuaded 

churches in Korea with the threat to take the Old Testament out of the canon. Under such threat, it was 

the Korea Holiness Church leaders who protested uniquely against the government's request and threat 

at the price of fate of the denomination. 31 

Because of such keen concern of the church leaders to keep the purity and authority of the Bible, 

22 Works V., p.5; STS I, 33 (In his preface to sermons); cf. Works X, p.223 

23 Robert M. Casto, "Exegetical Method in John Wesley's Explanatory Notes upon the Old Testament" (unpublished 

Ph.D. dissertation at Duke University, 1977), p.80. Cf. Journal VI, 209 (Sept.1, 1778). V. H. H. Green listed the 

books that Wesley read. Cf. Green, The Young Mr. Wesley, pp. 289-302. 

24 Cf. The Journal of Rev. John Wesley, ed. N. Curnock (hereafter cited as Journal), VI, p.117. STS, I, pp. 249-250. 

Wesley's Explanatory Notes upon New Testament on II Tim.3:16. 
25 Casto, op.cit., p.36. Notes on II Tim3:14-16. 
26 Casto, ibid., p.85 
27 STS, I, 32. 
28 The Constitution of the Korea Holiness Church (1974), p.12 
29 Article 5, The Constitution of the Korea Holiness Church (1974), p.12. 

30 STS, I, 32 (Wesley's preface to sermons). 
31 Oral testimony of Dr. Lee Myongjik, who was then the representative of the Korea Holiness Church. 
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the church leaders rebuked Biblical criticism. Such an attitude often allowed others to regard the Korea 

Holiness Church as anti-intellectualist. 

Her high regard of the Bible should be maintained as a valuable tradition. Yet such a tradition 

should be maintained along with an excellent scholarship of the Bible. 

2.2. The Gospel of Christ for all men (responsible grace against Calvinism) 

John Wesley was a theologian and at the same time he was a powerful preacher. His theology was 

developed in preaching ministry. Wesley believed that the primary task of the church was gospel 

evangelism, 32 bringing all men to regeneration and renewing them in righteousness and holiness. 
33 

For Wesley, to preach the whole counsel of God as it is revealed in the Bible, "there must be a clear 

association of God's sovereignty and man's responsibility."34 Wesley believes that people are sinners 

and unable to save themselves, and therefore salvation is by God's grace and through faith. At this 

point, Wesley stated that he came to "the very edge of Calvinism." But he differs from Calvinism 

"within a hair's breadth" in how God operates His grace.35 For Wesley, alongside his view of fallen 

man as totally corrupt and guilty of Adam's sin, he lays out his view of fallen man as seen in the state 

of grace. Wesley presupposes that humankind is already in a state of grace, namely, under the 

operation of prevenient grace. Wesley strongly believes in "the grace or love of God, whence our 

salvation is free in all and free for all,"36against Calvinism. 

Wesley believes that "by preventing grace the guilt of original sin is cancelled,"37 and "there is a 

measure of free will supernaturally restored to every man."38 Such emphasis by Wesley reveals its 

significance when it is applied to evangelism and the relationship between God's grace and man's 

responsibility for salvation. For, in Wesley, the hope of salvation for all men is emphasized, and yet 

the responsibility of man and the church 's mission is equally stressed. 

This is one of the great heritages that the Korea Holiness Church carried down from Wesley's 

theology. The Korea Holiness Church firmly believes that the saving gospel is for all, as opposed to 

the doctrine of double predestination by Calvinism, and has committed to evangelism-the 

evangelization of the world. She also emphasizes repentance in her preaching. The constitution of 

the Korea Holiness Church declares, 

Mankind is created by God, yet man is a sinner and man's nature is depraved because of 
Adam's sin. Jesus Christ has provided by His atonement salvation for all men from personal 
sin and original sin. Therefore, man can be saved by believing in Jes us Christ who died on 
the cross. There is no other way by which man can be blessed except by faith in Christ and 
through the atonement of Christ.39 

32 STS, I, p.31. 
33 Ibid., p.284. 
34 Works, X, p.456. 
35 Works, VIII, pp. 284-285. 
36 Works, VII, p. 373, X, pp. 240-246 
37 Works, IX, p. 303 
38 Works, X, pp. 230, 392. 
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2.3. Salvation by grace alone (regeneration) 

Wesley devoted his life to preaching the saving Gospel of Jes us Christ. Especially after he had a 

heartwarming experience at Aldersgate Street in 1738, Wesley became renowned for his preaching. 

The theme of his preaching was scriptural salvation--salvation by the grace of God and through faith. 

For man is a sinner and unable to save himself by any good works, but must be born again by God 's 

grace. Therefore, he preached first the repentance of sins and regeneration. Wesley writes, 

I tell a sinner, 'You must be born again. ' ' No ' say you: 'He was born again in baptism. 

Therefore he cannot be born again now. ' Alas, what trifling is this! . .. Therefore, do not 

play upon words. He must go through an entire change of heart.40 

Verily, verily, I say unto you, ye also must be born again. Except ye also be born again, ye 

cannot see the kingdom of God. Lean no more on the staff of that broken reed, that ye were 

born again in baptism ... ye must be born again.41 

Such belief and emphasis on regeneration are a heritage which the Korea Holiness Church carried 

over. Regeneration is one part of the fourfold gospel that she emphatically preaches. The constitution 

of the church states, 

The regeneration which the Lord taught to Nicodemus is the basic doctrine of Christianity 

and qualification of a citizen of God's kingdom. "No one can see the kingdom of God 

unless he is born again (John 3:3)." When man repents of his sins and believes in Jesus 

Christ who died on the cross and shed the blood of redemption, he will receive a new life 

and go through an entire change of his spirit and character by the work of the Holy Spirit. 

This is truly the gospel of the Kingdom of God.42 

The Korea Holiness Church strongly emphasizes regeneration, criticizing theological humanism 

and liberalism. Her pastoral style has been characterized by her emphasis on prayer and evangelism, 

in which she somehow ignored education and the social implications of evangelism which were 

apparent in Wesley's ministry. 

2.4. Salvation from all sins (entire sanctification) 

Wesley's theology is centered in the doctrine of salvation by the grace of God and through faith. In 

the above section we concluded that Wesley, as opposed to Calvin, emphasized the width of the grace 

of God by emphasizing that the grace of God is for all and in all. Now we come to recognize that the 

depth of saving grace is emphasized in his doctrine of sanctification. For Wesley believes in the entire 

sanctification of believers while man is in this world. 

Wesley believes that sin remains even in regenerated believers.43 According to Wesley, we are 

cleansed from inward sin (depravity) partially by regeneration (which he calls initial sanctification), 

and we are to be cleansed completely from inward sin by entire sanctification. Then, finally, we will 

39 The Constitution of the Korea Holiness Church, p. 20 (article on salvation of mankind). 

40 Works, VIII, p. 48. 
41 STS, I, p. 296. 
42 The Constitution of the Korea Holiness Church, p. 13 (Article 6). 
43 See his sermons, "On sin in believers" and "The repentance of believers". 



8 A )f ointt J[nteirnadon.al Confe1rence, M.ay '.2005 - Session J[ 

be delivered from infirmities by glorification. Wesley agrees with Calvinism that in the absolute sense 

Christians will be sanctified when the body is glorified. However, Wesley believes that in a relative 

sense man can be entirely sanctified even when living in the body on earth. Therefore, he insisted that 

Christians ought to seek for entire sanctification in the course of their growth. Wesley believes that 

whatever God wants to do can be done because salvation is a gift of God, not a result of human effort. 

Because of this optimistic view of God's work, Wesley believed that personal holiness was possible. 

Therefore he began to advocate that Christians could be sanctified even before death.
44 

How can we come to entire sanctification? Wesley shows that it is through repentance and faith. 

For Wesley, it is not something to be reached by a mystic experience or man's merit. Wesley insists 

that sanctification is what God does in us, and we receive it by repentance and faith. Repentance is 

necessary in order to faith.45 This is the repentance of believers which "implies no guilt, no sense of 

condemnation .... It is properly a conviction, wrought by the Holy Ghost, of the sin which still remains 

in our heart; of the carnal mind which does still remain even in them that are regenerated."46 

As to the effect of entire sanctification, Wesley explained it in a twofold way: negatively speaking, 

Christians are cleansed from all sin that remains in the heart, and positively speaking, we are 

empowered. So holistically, we are both cleansed for purity and we are empowered to love, being 

perfected in love. Wesley preferred to use the term 'perfect love.' According to Wesley, negatively 

speaking, "It is love excluding sin"; positively speaking it is the "love filling the heart, taking up the 

whole capacity of the soul."47 

Wesley believes that the gospel of holiness is a grand depositum given to Methodists and urges the 

Methodists to "strongly insist on full salvation to be received now by simple faith."48 

The Korea Holiness Church claims that her mission is to proclaim the Wesleyan doctrine of 

holiness (entire sanctification). The constitution of the church states, 

Our church was raised with the mission to proclaim the doctrine of holiness which John 
Wesley did proclaim .... and we preach .... to bring all men to regeneration and lead 
believers to the faith of holiness so that the church may be presented before the Lord 
blameless and in glory at the day of His retum.49 

From the beginning, the Korea Holiness Church emphatically preached the gospel of holiness. In 

her early years, she taught 'holiness' at every level of Sunday school. At every level of ritual in the 

church, members were questioned on the doctrine of holiness. For example, when one was to be 

accepted as a new provisional member, he or she had to confess that he or she would seek the life of 

holiness.
50 

At the baptismal service, the recipient had to answer positively to the question, "Have you 

experienced holiness?"51 When one is to be ordained as an elder of the church, the candidate must 

44 Works XI, 390-391, 446. 
45 STS II, 457, 452 
46 STS II, 454. 
47 STS II, 448. 
48 Letters VI, p. 42. cf. Letters, VIII, p. 238. 
49 See the Constitution of the Korea Holiness Church (1974), p.12, art. 8, section on her mission. 
50 See the Constitution of the Korea Holiness Church, p.84 
51 Ibid., p.86 
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confirm that he has experienced the grace of holiness. 52 The minister at his ordination service must 

vow that he will witness boldly to the doctrine of holiness.53 Thus the church was trying to propagate 

the doctrine of holiness among the congregations. The doctrine of holiness is the major theme of the 

fourfold gospel that she preaches.54 

About holiness, the Constitution of the Korea Holiness Church defines it as follow: 

Holiness means the baptism with the Holy Spirit by Christ, and it is the experience that a 

believer receives by faith instantaneously after regeneration. By this grace the believer is 

cleansed from original sin and empowered to serve God (Acts 1:4, 5, 8; 8:15, 9; Luke 

24:49). As man is justified by faith so man is sanctified by faith. Faith is the only 

condition. (Rom. 5:1; Acts 15:8,9; Gal 3:14; I John 1:9).55 

The definition cited above appears so simple, but it explains some characteristics of the doctrine of 

holiness which the church preaches. It is to be noticed that the church explains entire sanctification in 

Pentecostal language, namely as the baptism of the Holy Spirit. Its emphasis is on the instantaneous 

experience of holiness without mentioning its progressive nature. These explain that the Korea 

Holiness Church carried on the Wesleyan tradition of the 19th century holiness movement in America. 

However it rightly echoes Wesley's view of entire sanctification in saying that we are cleansed from 

sin and empowered to serve God at the baptism of the Holy Spirit. 

We recognize the great contribution and merit of the holiness movement in 19th century America. 

They formulated the doctrine of sanctification through preaching at revival meetings. The holiness 

groups in 19th century America strongly emphasized the crisis experience of entire sanctification. They 

gave the impression that crisis overwhelms "process" in sanctification to make sanctification primarily 

an event occurring at a definite point in time, and sanctification is largely absorbed into entire 

sanctification. Thus Wesley's sanctification turned to 'Pentecostal sanctification', which the Korea 

Holiness Church inherited. 

Under the influence of this inherited Pentecostal holiness, in preaching sanctification the Korea 

Holiness Church was led astray in some points from Wesley, although she claims to proclaim holiness 

as Mr. Wesley did. First of all, Pentecostal holiness groups failed to keep the adequate balance 

between the instantaneous element and the process nature of sanctification by excessive emphasis on 

the crisis experience of entire sanctification. But we must note that according to Wesley entire 

sanctification is not an end in itself, but another beginning stage, which invites us to press forward. 

Thus Wesley equally emphasized both instantaneous and progressive elements in sanctification. Our 

loving relationship with God must constantly grow ever more intimate. 

Pentecostal holiness often influences ' the perfect' to think presumptuously as though they no 

longer need to pray for themselves the Lord's Prayer - "Forgive us our trespasses" because their sin 

was eradicated at entire sanctification. But we must not overlook that Wesley taught the need for the 

repentance of the perfect, which is somehow neglected in the preaching of the Korea Holiness Church. 

52 Ibid. 
53 Ibid., p.95 
54 Ibid., p.14 
55 Ibid., p.19 (article 8). 
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Wesley taught that in order to continue one's relation with the holy God, repentance and faith are 

continually necessary even after entire sanctification because of the sin of infirmity. For Wesley 

believes that even the entirely sanctified is not free from infirmities and mistakes or sins of omission. 

Therefore, even the perfect can commit sin without knowing it, which he comprehends " to be naturally 

consequent on the ignorance and mistakes inseparable from mortality."56 Wesley believes that "there 

is no such perfection in this life as excludes these involuntary transgressions."
57 

Therefore, "It follows, 

that the most perfect have continual need of the merits of Christ, even for their actual transgression, 

and may say for themselves, as well as for their brethren, ' Forgive us our trespasses ' ."
58 

Wesley 

states, 

But those who think they are saved from sin, say ... 'Every moment, Lord, I want Thy 
merit of Thy death.' They never before had so deep, so unspeakable, a conviction of the 
need of Christ in all his offices as they have now. Therefore, all our Preachers should 
make a point of preaching perfection to believers constantly, strongly, and explicitly; and all 
believers should mind this one thing, and continually agonize it.59 

At this point, one might think that Wesley was pessimistic, like the Reformers and Luther who 

hold the doctrine of 'simul Justus et pecattor.' It is similar, but different because Wesley sees the 

Christian, although entirely sanctified, as involuntarily sinning, yet being subject to the continual 

working of Jesus Christ. In other words, on one hand, he is sinning without knowledge. So he needs 

repentance. On the other hand, in faith, he is under the cleansing work of the Holy Spirit. Wesley 

was optimistic because his confidence and emphasis focused on the work of Christ. Therefore, Wesley 

believes that holiness can be maintained through moment by moment trust in Christ. We need to 

recover rightly Wesley's optimism of grace in the life of holiness. For "where sin increased, grace 

abounded all the more."60 

The Korea Holiness Church also tended to understand entire sanctification in term of Pentecostal 

power and purity by the Holy Spirit rather than in terms of love, as shown in the life of Jesus Christ, 

which was an apparent feature in Wesley's understanding. They eventually tended to lose the social 

impact of holiness. At this point, the Korea Holiness Church would be recommended to embrace 

both emphases as seen in Wesley's understanding and emphasis. For the love of God is holistic, and 

"the gospel of Christ knows of no religion but social; no holiness but social holiness. 'Faith working 

by love' is the length and breadth and depth and height of Christian Perfection."61 

2.5. The witnessing ministry of the Holy Spirit (assurance of salvation). 

There is another feature in Wesley's ministry, which we must not overlook. In the ministry of 

Wesley, there was the powerful work of the Holy Spirit such as the inner witness of the Holy Spirit in 

believers. It is well known that Wesley experienced the heart wanning experience of the Spirit at 

56 Works, XI, p. 396. 
57 Ibid. 
58 Ibid. p. 305 
59 Works, XI, p. 443 
60 Romans 5:20 
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Aldersgate Street in 1738, by which he received the full assurance of his own salvation. Wesley 

recorded his experience as follows: 

In the evening I went very unwillingly to a society in Aldersgate-Street. ... About a 

quarter before nine, while he was describing the change which God works in the heart 

through faith in Christ, I felt my heart strangely warmed. I felt I did trust in Christ, Christ 

alone for salvation: And an assurance was given me, that he had taken away my sins, even 

mine, and saved me from the law of sin and death. 62 

Wesley developed the doctrine of assurance based on the witnessing ministry of the Holy Spirit. 

According to Wesley the direct witness of the Spirit, which precedes our own spirit's witness, gives 

peace, hope and dynamics to the Christian life. But Wesley safeguards the doctrine from falling into 

fanaticism or the witness of enthusiasm by his emphasis that assurance must be soundly based on the 

joint witness of both the direct and indirect witness of the Holy Spirit. 

Wesley believes that it is the peculiar privilege of God's children to be assured of their being saved 

by the witness of the Spirit. He also thought that this doctrine is one grand part of the testimony, 

which God has given Methodism to bear to all mankind. 63 Really it is the one of Wesley 's 

contributions to Christian theology. 

This is also a Wesleyan heritage which the Korea Holiness Church cherishes. In the early years, 

the church leaders emphasized that every born again Christian ought to have the assurance of salvation. 

Often an individual Christian was asked by the pastor about the date and hour of his experience of 

New Birth. It was so common that there were sessions of personal testimonies in the church when a 

revival meeting was held in a local church. Thus the Korea Holiness Church valued highly the 

assurance of salvation because it gives dynamics to the Christian life. Without clarifying whether 

assurance is an essential element of saving faith or not, the Korea Holiness Church carries it on as a 

Wesleyan heritage. Many Korean Christians were blessed by the inner witness of the Holy Spirit of 

their salvation, especially when they faced crises of life during the Korean War. Surely it is a great 

evangelical truth that Wesley discovered. 

For Wesley, assurance is a great privilege for the Christian to have, although it is not an essential 

element of saving faith. 64 Wesley exhorts us to move up from the faith of little children to the faith of 

fathers who know God from the beginning, "by the Spirit witnessing with your spirit, that ye are the 

children of God."65 

Ill. Closing Words. 

In this paper we conclude that theological root of the Korea Holiness Church is Wesley's theology. 

61 Works XIV, p. 321 
62 Works I, p.103 (Journal on May 24, 1738) 
6J STS II, 343-344. 
64 STS I, p. 82; Works XIV, p. 348 
65 Cf. Notes on I John 2:13-14. His sermon 'On the Discoveries of Faith' (1788). 
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Our theme for this conference, "Wesley, Holiness and Culture" will undoubtedly take many 

directions as we explore ways in which we may enrich the holiness message and missions across the 

Asia Pacific region, encouraging and strengthening one another in the task before us. It is my personal 

prayer as we begin that we might do more than merely exchange views with one another on how well 

we understand our culture or the message of the Wes leys and how it fits into our respective cultural 

situations. My prayer is also that we will leave this conference convinced more than ever that our 

message is not only apropos to our times, but also imperative for our media ambiente, our cultural, 

socio-political, and spiritual milieu, and that we will leave truly changed in heart. 

Speaking of culture, the Charles Cowmans loved the opera. The successful manager of the Chicago 

Division of the national telegraph company1 one day attended with his wife a children's meeting 

where a converted opera singer was to both speak and sing. At the close of the meeting, Mrs. 

Cowman responded to the invitation and went forward to the "altar of consecration" and "gave her 

heart to Jesus."2 The Cowmans, though previously faithful in their church attendance, were, alas, 

nominal Christians, and Charles would have nothing to do with the affair. But about a month later, 

Lettie led her husband to personal faith in the Savior. 

From that hour he made it his first business to be a Christian. In the first six months he led 

seventy-five telegraph operators to Christ. ... They were organized into bands for Bible 

study, spiritual fellowship, and soul-saving Evangelism. Every convert became a seeker of 

another. 3 

But through a personal shortcoming, Charles Cowman's own Christian experience would give him 

a hunger for "something more." Charles had become a leader among the young adults of his local 

1 A high-school dropout, Charles Cowman nevertheless made a name for himself in the business world of 19th century 

Chicago with his integrity and success as a worker in the telegraph company. He was made traffic chief for the Western 

Union Chicago office, then wire chief of the New York Division. He and Lettie were well known in society circles for 

their culture and taste in art and music. Cf. Lettie B. Cowman, Charles E. Cowman: Missionary Warrior (Los Angeles, 

Calif: The Oriental Missionary Society, 1928) p. 51. 
2 Tract "Charles Cowman, Missionary Warrior: A Review by Rev. Samuel C. Chadwick, 0.0." (Los Angeles, Calif.: The 

Oriental Missionary Society, n. d., now OMS International, Inc., PO Box A, Greenwood, IN 46142). 
3 Tract "Charles Cowman, Missionary Warrior." A genius for the future organization of evangelistic teams can be seen here. 



14 A Joint J[nternation.al Conference, May '.2005 - Session J[ 

Methodist church where he and Lettie had joined, and another layman would from time to time speak 
to him about "a wonderful blessing he had received." He wanted to communicate to Charles how 
important it was for him also to seek such an experience. Charles did not feel the need. Lettie Cowman 
continues the story: 

As [Charles] had never lost the thrill of his first love, never had lost the wonder of the 
miracle of his conversion, never had waned in glad responsive gratitude to the Lord, he saw 
no need of being sanctified. But something happened in his office one night and the calm, 
quiet, self-possessed man became impatient and spoke harshly to one of his men. Quickly 
he asked the man's forgiveness, but peace left his heart and he continued in this state of 
mind for almost a week. 
He sent for George Simister [his Methodist layman friend] who came and said "Brother 
Cowman, you need to have your heart cleansed from all sin." In the simplest manner he 
explained to him that after conversion, "the old man" of sin still remains and the only 
remedy is cleansing through the precious Blood.4 

Dr. Samuel Chadwick described it thus: "When he was sanctified the fire of the Lord fell and 
abode upon him ... As he had brought others to Jesus, so now he led them into the fuller and deeper 
experience."5 Charles Cowman was truly a man whom God would use in a remarkable way. But 
other things were also going on. 

Meanwhile, Rev. Juji Nakada's desire was for freedom from the "sickness" of sin. He wanted to be 
free, to be whole, to find a cure! Would Rev. Nakada, already a minister of the gospel in Japan, but 
attending a conference on preaching at a prominent Bible institute in Chicago, find the answer? Most 
of the Christians he knew at the end of the 19th century gave him the same, flat answer: "No, you will 
continue to sin." What Nakada understood was, "Even Jesus cannot cure one from sinning in this life." 
So Nakada's logical response was, "Why trade one ineffective religion for another?"6 But then he 
discovered something different during a visit to Chicago. 

The Sabbath morning service in Grace Methodist Church had just begun when a young 
Japanese walked down the aisle and took his seat directly in front of the Charles Cowman 
pew. At the close of the service there was a hearty handshake and Charles Cowman 
learned that the visitor, Rev. Juji Nakada of Japan, had come to America from his far-away 
island kingdom to seek help for his preaching, having, as he said, "run out of methods." 
[Rev. Nakada] was given a most cordial invitation to attend the Monday evening Holiness 
meeting led by Dr. J. R. Boynton, one of the leading physicians of the city, who, a few 
weeks previous to this, had been sanctified wholly. The invitation was accepted, and Rev. 
Juji Nakada listened for the first in his lifetime, to an old-fashioned Holiness sermon.7 

Juji Nakada thus came across some vibrant Christians who told him that the Bible taught that one 
did not have to keep on sinning; that there was a remedy! Rev. Nakada had found the cure, and it was 
called "holiness." Lettie Cowman explains the rest of the story succinctly: 

Dr. A. M. Hills was also staying at the Institute8 as a guest. He met our native brother and 

4 
Lettie Cowman, Charles E. Cowman: Missionary Warrior (Los Angeles, Calif: The Oriental Missionary Society, 1928) p. 71. 

5 Samuel C. Chadwick, Tract, " Charles Cowman: Missionary Warrior." 6 Wesley Duewel, from unpublished lecture notes on entire sanctification as a central doctrine of OMS International. 7 Cowman, Missionary Warrior, p. 89. 
8 Moody Bible Institute. 
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placed in his hand his very helpful book entitled Holiness and Power. As he [Rev. Nakada] 

earnestly sought to be filled with the Holy Spirit, it was not long until his hungry heart was 

satisfied. 9 

What did the teaching look like that so inspired Nakada, and that so transformed Charles 

Cowman's life? Since we know that Nakada was given a copy of A. M. Hills ' Holiness and Power, the 

answer may be easily surmised. The language of Hills ' and other Wesleyan-Holiness evangelists' and 

teachers ' claims toward the end of the nineteenth century was surely the central part of that teaching. 

Additionally, during the time the Cowmans spent waiting for God to open the door to missionary 

service in Japan, their apartment was sold, and they spent some weeks in Cincinnati, Ohio where 

Charles developed a close friendship with Rev. Martin Wells Knapp, and found that he shared a vision 

for leadership training with him.10 Charles had come to know of Rev. Knapp through receiving a copy 

of a small eight-page holiness paper called "The Revivalist." The magazine and other holiness writings 

certainly would have had an impact on the Cowmans ' understanding of the cure God wanted to 

provide. The Methodist and Wesleyan-Holiness literature on salvation and sanctification available to 

Cowman and Nakada was full of figurative, analogical language that utilized a wide spectrum of 

expressions to describe the biblical truth of redemption, holiness and deliverance from sin. It is to 

this teaching that we now turn with the expectation that it will prove beneficial for our understanding 

both of where we have come from and where we are going in the task of winning our world to the 

Master who has transformed our lives and who wants to use us to continue the work begun by our 

founders. 

The Need in Human Nature 

Whether we embrace eastern or western theories of healing, health and wholeness, 11 an important 

question for missions today hinges on the use of figurative language borrowed from the world of 

medicine and healing: Is there a cure for the human malady of evil or sin? How radical, extreme, or 

complete is the cure? How personal? How effective? Does the holiness message have answers with 

which we can address the post-modern culture of today? 

But first of all, is there really a common human condition that warrants such a concern and such 

language? With the Wesleyan-Holiness writers who provided the doctrinal background of the founding 

of OMS International and its beginnings in the Orient, we must repeat the often expressed litany: the 

extant evil in the world is proof enough that sin is endemic to the human condition (as also expressed 

in Jeremiah 17:10). Regarding the human condition, along with our early mission constituency, we 

9 Cf. A. M. Hills, Holiness and Power, For the Church and the Ministry (Cincinnati: Revivalist Office, 1897; reprinted, New 

York and London: Garland Publishing, Inc., 1984). · 
1° Cowman, Missionary Warrior, pp. 106-7. Rev. Knapp was then in the beginning stages of founding God's Bible School 

and the Cowmans made use of the location for about six weeks while they were waiting for God to open the doors to 

missionary service in Japan. 
11 Our purpose here is not to argue the validity, or the superiority of one system over another, but to raise the question and to 

open a dialogue. 
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hasten to locate ourselves squarely within traditional Methodist beliefs and Christian orthodoxy
12 

regarding theological expressions and definitions of a "sinful nature." George Croft Cell expresses it 
well: 

The doctrine of sin as developed by Wesley-and here he is entirely faithful to historic Christianity, planting his feet identically in footprints made by St. Paul, Augustine, Luther, 
Calvin-brings every man to his knees in the dust and ashes of repentance.

13 

The world's situation does not seem to be getting any better, and human beings keep 
demonstrating the need for a deep and radical deliverance from sin. This is not a new doctrine. But 
with our brothers and sisters of over one hundred years ago, we observe that the redemption provided 
in Jesus Christ provides the only cure. As Wesleyans, we confess that the scriptural promise of both 
pardon and cleansing for sin (1 John 1:7, 9) is enough to provide its remedy. The present study seeks 
to explore the idea that a return to Cowman's and Nakada's quests could help us to communicate the 
concept of a complete and full remedy for the problem of sin in the human heart and in the world, to 
that world to which the Lord has called us-the world of trans-Pacific mission (both as receiving and 
as sending countries and cultures). Specifically, we want to consider a renewal and modernization of 
the use of analogies taken from the world of medicine and other realms of human life. 

The classic Wesleyan-Holiness view14 of an extreme cure for the sinful condition of the human 
heart inspired Nakada and Cowman and helped them feel that there was a remedy for what they saw as 
their need. This inspiration accompanied our early missionary founders across the Pacific and into 
the Orient with their message of "full salvation." They saw the moral and spiritual need all around 
them and understood it to be answered on the personal level by a thoroughgoing work of the Holy 
Spirit in the human heart, on the negative side as a cure for sin-and on the positive side, the 
indwelling presence of God. Their reasoning told them, "if salvation does not provide a real remedy 
for sin, then Jesus' death on the cross was ineffective and the human condition is hopeless (both 
personally and globally)." Whether or not our early founders embraced whole-heartedly the language 
of the Nineteenth Century Wesleyan-Holiness writers, their declared message and intent was a "full 
salvation," a definite cure for sin in the human experience. Our study then begins with the crucial 
question. 

Does the salvation offered by God to humanity (specifically in its subjective aspect, sanctification) 
provide a cure for the problem of sin? To follow the analogy of physical ailments and healing-does 
the remedy offered treat only the symptoms of the disorder, or does it reach its true cause?15 Is the 
discussion with its possible answer truly Wesleyan in its theological orientation? What warrant do 
we have for a study, much less a return to the language of yesteryear? Does such analogical language 
express the view of Scripture? The scriptural question will be considered later. And as the study 

12 
See, for instance, the constant assumption in Athanasius, De Incarnatione Verbi Dei, in The Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers, Second Series, Volume IV (Grand Rapids: T & T Clark, Wm. B. Eerdmans, n.d.), 40, and passim. Athanasius ', as well as other Church Fathers' position is clear on a "sinful nature" present in all humankind apart from God's grace. 13 George Croft Cell, The Rediscovery of John Wesley (New York: Henry Holt and Company, 1935), 275. 14 
Found specifically in the writings of primarily American authors of the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. 15 
Medically these two philosophies or perspectives of treatment have been called "palliative" and "eradicative." From the perspective of other theories of healing and wellness there may be other elements to consider. 
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progresses, we sincerely hope that some will see it as apropos to our times. For now, let us turn to 

the former, theological question: 

The "Something" to be Removed and thus, Healed 

English literature of various sources describes the human heart, or soul, as having spatial capacity, 

as capable of "containing" such immaterial things as love, envy, hatred, or joy. And if the heart 

could be depicted as containing such immaterial things, then it could also be said that they could be 

"removed," "destroyed," or even "eradicated." Samuel Johnson, for instance, had used "eradicate" 

regarding the removal of envy from the heart.16 Edward VI asked in his "Prayer for a Pure and Clean 

Heart," for the removal of his "corrupt, sinful, stony, stubborn, and unfaithful heart", and for the 

creation of a "clean heart, free from all noise some and ungodly thoughts."17 That there are similar 

prayers in many Christian traditions aspiring to freedom from sin is acknowledged. From the 

Wesleyan perspective, however, they receive the possibility of being answered with a cure for the 

problem. 18 

Both John and Charles Wesley used descriptive language that reflects that same spatial perspective, 

regarding the capacity of the heart to contain moral principles or concepts--evil or good. This should 

not be construed to be a faulty sense of reality, but simply the analogy of a container. The heart is in a 

condition that could only be described as sinful, or suffering from sin's presence "in" the soul. The 

process of redemption changes the heart's condition. Charles's hymn "Lord, I despair myself to heal," 

is worth noting for its fourth stanza: 

Speak, gracious Lord, my sickness cure, I Make my infected nature pure; 

Peace, righteousness, and joy impart, I And pour thyself into my heart.19 

The figurative meaning of the term "pour" is dependent upon this imagery of the heart as a 

vessel--a moral or spiritual vessel that not only can be filled, but which first must be cleansed or 

purified in order truly to be filled.20 The related analogies that occur here see the heart or soul as 

capable of being in a state or condition, as sick. Elsewhere we will find the figures of the heart being 

imprisoned or dead. These are the analogies we want to examine in the theology of the American 

Wesleyan-Holiness writers and also in John and Charles Wesley. We want to get at the real meaning 

16 The Oxford English Dictionary, 2nd Ed. (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1989), cites Samuel Johnson (1751), Rambler No. 183, 

Par. 10, for the second meaning of eradicate: "To remove entirely, extirpate, get rid of." This is perhaps the first incident of 

such extreme language as "eradicate" being used for getting rid of immaterial things in the heart. 
17 The Writings of Edward Vl, 94. George Peck, in 1841 made reference to this phrase in his book, The Scripture Doctrine of 

Christian Perfection Stated and Defended (N.P., 1841) p. 36. 
18 Albert Outler observed of John Wesley's quotation of his brother's hymn, "Break off the yoke of inbred sin, I And fully set 

my spirit free!" : "Here is an aspiration to sinless perfection that implies its possibility and, as we know from other 

passages, in this life! WJW 1:351, n. 127. 
19 Charles Wesley, "Lord, I despair myself to heal," WJW 7:238; 1866 ed. No. 127, lines 13-16. (the American edition of 

1866 of the Methodist Hymnal was most likely among those in circulation in the 1870s-90s, during the height of the 

Wesleyan-Holiness interest in analogical language for the deliverance from sin; for that reason I index its numbering where 

possible, after giving the data from WJW.) 
20 See John Wesley, Plain Account of Christian Perfection (London: Conference Office, 1872; Kansas City: Beacon Hill Press 

of Kansas City, 1966), 29, 45, and George A. McLaughlin, Inbred Sin (Boston: McDonald and Gill, 1887) p. 96. 
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behind the use of the figures of speech. They had specific meaning for our mission founders, and 
hopefully will also have meaning for us. 

Early American Methodist Expressions for the Cure 

Francis Asbury's writings reflect the assumption that sin could be removed from the life of the 
believer. Asbury's letter to a Methodist preacher in which he admonished him to preach 
"sanctification" and "Christian perfection" was to become a standard source for Wesleyan-Holiness 
authors.21 The significance of the quotation derives from Bishop Asbury's equation of the doctrine of 
sanctification with the personal experience of feeling "all sins removed." Asbury also wrote of the 
"carnal heart," the "corrupt nature" that needed to be healed.22 Other American Methodist preachers 
from the late 18th to early 19th Centuries were noted for their emphatic preaching of Christian 
perfection, as well.23 There was a clear witness concerning the connection between the synonyms 
"holiness," "entire sanctification," and "Christian perfection" and the absence of or cure of sin in the 
heart. 

Later, towards the middle of the 19th century, Wesleyan-Holiness writers continued to see the need 
of the destruction of sin in the human heart, but not as an end in itself. Sin had to be removed in order 
for the heart to be perfectly filled with love, which was the actual goal. Anything contrary to love was 
thought to contradict the possibility of "being made perfect in love in this life."24 Accordingly, one 
could not properly love one's neighbor, much less "love God with all the heart, might, mind, and 
strength," until sin had been "eradicated."2." The removal of sin was understood not only to be crucial 
for being ready to be filled with perfect love, but also as its close, or even exact counterpart. The two 
thoughts--love's perfection and sin's destruction--were so closely identified as to be expressed often in 
the same sentence.26 The literature abounds with quotations from Wesley like, Timothy Merritt's " ... 
delivered from all sinful desires and tempers, and filled with the pure love of God",27 and Jeremy 
Boynton's description of "love to God, with no undue love of the world ... "28 Phoebe Palmer and many 
others appealed to the necessity of experiencing "perfect love," and knowing Christ as a "Saviour from 
all sin." Being perfected in love and being saved from all sin not only went together, they were thought 

21 Cf. C. Munger, "Holiness and the Methodist Episcopate," Advocate of Christian Holin ess (Vol 1, No. 5, Nov. 1879, pp. 69-70) p. 70. See also J. A. Wood, Perfect Love: or Plain Things for Those Who Need Them [later subtitled] or Christian Holiness (Chicago: The Christian Witness Co., 1880, 1910) p. 191; and W. B. Godbey, Sanctification (N.P., 1884; Dallas, TX: Holiness Echoes, 1956) p. 14. 
22 Francis Asbury, Thomas Q. Summers, ed. The Causes, Evils, and Cures, of Heart and Church Divisions, Extracted from the works of [Jeremiah] Burroughs and [Richard] Baxter (Salem, Ohio: Schmul Publishers, 1978) pp. 112, 202. 23 James B. Finley, "Michael Ellis," in Sketches of Western Methodism, Biographical, Historical, and Miscellaneous, Illustrative of Pioneer Life (Cincinnati : Methodist Book Concern, for the author, 1854), 98. 24 Quotations and allusions to this phrase from the Methodist Discipline abound in the Wesleyan-Holiness literature. 25 Jeremy Boynton, Sanctification Practical: a Book for the Times. Introduction and Appendix by Mrs. Phoebe Palmer (New York: Foster and Palmer, Jr. , 1867) p. 11. 
26 We can see here the "freedom for the other" concept which has continued to command the attention of the contemporary mind at the end of the twentieth century. 
27 Timothy Merritt, The Christian's Manual, 93. 28 Jeremy Boynton, Sanctification Practical, 11. 
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to be necessary corollaries. 29 

Full Deliverance from Sin 

During the early decades of the nineteenth century Methodist literature dealing with Christian 

perfection or entire sanctification focused on the definition of the terms themselves, 30 whether it was 

a gradual or instantaneous work, and whether it provided a full deliverance from sin.31 We will 

mention a few examples to illustrate the trends prevalent then, and the special concerns Methodist 

ministers and writers voiced concerning the doctrine of Christian perfection as a cure for sin. 

In 1815, Nathan Bangs (1778-1862) defended the thought of Christian perfection as a removal or 

destruction of sin. His polemic concerning the reality of a sinful nature and the necessity of its "total 

destruction" in this life was set in a theological refutation of "Hopkinsianism,"32 where he used terms 

like "emancipation" from sin and "extermination" of internal sins such as pride and anger.33 That 

Bangs was thinking not only of certain specific sins, but of sin as a principle is evident from the way in 

which he defended his position. 

William Thatcher's 1822 article in The Methodist Magazine, ''A Sketch of the History and Present 

State of Methodism in Connecticut," briefly summarized 

the doctrines which they [the Methodist preachers of Connecticut] have principally 

inculcated: ... Total Depravity, General Redemption, and Free Grace for all men: and, as 

the condition of Salvation, --Repentance, Faith and Holiness ... 34 

Thatcher went on to define what he meant by holiness, " ... we mean, such an application of the 

blood of Christ as cleanseth from all sin, whereby the man becomes pure in heart, and has the witness 

of that purity by the Spirit of God in his own soul."35 

In the same issue of The Methodist Magazine Richard Treffry's "A Sermon on Christian 

Perfection" maintained that 

29 Phoebe Palmer, Full Salvation: Its Doctrine and Duties (Reprinted, Salem, OH: Schmul Publishers, (1979]) p. 68. Thus, 

the victory over sin was seen as necessary to living the positive life of liberty in response to the will of God- a freedom 

from sin and selfishness, but also a freedom for the other, for God and for humanity. 
30 The theology of entire sanctification in the Wesleyan-Holiness movement of the 19th Century has been extensively studied. 

See especially, Wesleyan Theological Journal, Vol. 13 (Spring 1978) entitled, The Development of Wesleyan-Holiness 

Theology: Allan Coppedge, "Entire Sanctification in Early American Methodism: 1812-1835" (34-50); Donald W. Dayton, 

"The Doctrine of the Baptism of the Holy Spirit: Its Emergence and Significance" (114-126); John A. Knight, "John 

Fletcher's Influence on the Development of Wesleyan Theology in America" (13-33)- and Timothy L. Smith, "Foreword," 

in Charles Edward White, The Beauty of Holiness: Phoebe Palmer as Theologian, Revivalist, Feminist and Humanitarian 

(Grand Rapids: Francis Asbury Press, Zondervan Publishing House, 1986) pp. xii-xiii. Timothy Smith's reversal of his 

position, as confessed in his "Foreword," is itself remarkable, in that he admits that his own historiography had been less 

than adequate in the area of tracing the relationship between the Wesleyan-Holiness movement and the Wesleys. His 

implication is that the movement must no longer be seen as something new in American Methodism, but a call to return to 

true Methodist tradition in the doctrine of holiness. 
3 1 However, not "sinless perfection." Here is the center of the controversy over perfectionism, and the point where many 

critics of the 19th Century Wesleyan-Holiness position have misunderstood the language. 

32 Nathan Bangs, The Errors of Hopkinsianism Detected and Refuted, in Six Letters to the Rev. S. Williston (New York: John 

C. Totten, 1815). 
33 Nathan Bangs, The Errors of Hopkinsianism, pp. 196, 198. 
34 William Thatcher, "A Sketch of the History and Present State of Methodism in Connecticut," The Methodist Magaz ine Vol. 

v (1822, pp. 33-38) p. 36. 
35 William Thatcher, "A Sketch of ... Methodism in Connecticut," p. 36. 
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... Where there is a perfection of faith, unbelief can have no being: --where there is a 
perfection of divine love, the love of the world, or of sin, can never dwell: --where there is a 
perfection of humility, pride must be extinct: --and where there is a perfection of patience, 

h d 
. . 36 wrat an 1mpat1ence can never come: 

Treffry's style included answering questions and objections from supposed listeners, the topics of 
whose concerns reveal the errors the preacher wanted to refute. A significant allusion to Wesley 
occurs in his treatment of the question regarding whether sanctification should be thought of as 
gradual or instantaneous. Treffry suggested the same distinction between process and crisis in 
perfection as did Wesley: " ... the mind is prepared for its reception by a gradual process, but there is 
a precise moment when the work is completed ... "37 but significantly, he varied slightly from Wesley's 
analogy of death by introducing the analogy of disease or physical disorder. "So the process of 
recovery goes gradually forward in a disordered man, till a certain moment arrives when the seeds of 
disease, are perfectly eradicated from the constitution ... "38 Treffry thus introduced eradicate in the 
context of the physical analogy of disease, rather than in a statement directly describing the effects of 
God's grace on the sinful condition of the heart. 

Other representative Methodist authors of the early-to-middle 19th century thought of sanctification 
as a remedy, the "total radical cure of sinful tendencies ... in the heart."39 As the cause of a physical 
malady or disorder is removed from the body in order to make it well,40 so holiness expels the cause 
of the illness, and thus effects the cure, restoring the subject to perfect health.41 "Where the malady is, 
there the physician must be. The seat of sin is the heart, and nothing but the presence of Christ can 
remove it."42 

James Caughey's 1867 testimony is one good example of picturing holiness as healing and health.43 

Caughey portrayed sanctification as a medicinal herb that had healed his soul. His analogy alluded to 
the fig leaves of the Genesis narrative in saying that there was no "leaf' found in all of Eden to heal 
the wound to the conscience of humanity caused by the Fall. Caughey identified the cross of Christ, as 
the "herb" that healed him of his own spiritual "disease," and described it as "near enough" to be 
grasped by the hand of faith. 

To the Wesleyan-Holiness advocates, the possibility of an incomplete cure simply did not appear 
to be at all consistent with either the power and wisdom of the Physician, the nature of the disease or 
even the limitations or expectations of the patient. The cure effected by divine intervention was 

36 
Richard Treffry, "A Sermon on Christian Perfection," The Methodist Magazine Vol. V (1822, pp. 81-90, 121-131) p. 89. 37 . 
Richard Treffry, "Sermon on Christian Perfection," p. 125. 

38 
Richard Treffry, "Sermon on Christian Perfection," p. 126. Treffry's reference to the Holy Spirit draws upon classic 
Christian thought to say not only that sanctification is the same as perfection in love, but that the Spirit of God is called 
Holy, " ... not only [because] he is essentially holy in himself, but [because] he produceth in us all the works and fruits of holiness ... " p. 124. 

39 Jesse T. Peck, The Central Idea of Christianity (New York: Carlton and Porter, 1856) p. 116. 40 
Even if we espouse other philosophies and techniques of healing, there will almost always be the concept of the removal of something: toxins, viruses, imbalance, etc. 

41 Richard Treffry, "Sermon on Christian Perfection," p. 89. 
42 

John Lindsey, "Gospel Purity," The Methodist Magazine and Quarterly Review. Vol. XVII, New Series, Vol. VI [January] 
1835 (New York: B. Waugh and T. Mason, for the Methodist Episcopal Church) p. 38. 43 

James Caughey (1810-1892), Arrows From My Quiver- Pointed with the Steel of Truth and Winged by Faith and Love (NY: W. C. Palmer, Jr., Publisher, 1867) pp. 89-90. 
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complete and implied a radical change.44 And although it was seen as a recovery that regained more 

than what was lost, 45 it was never confused with the absolute final restoration that awaited 

glorification. 

Two other illustrations of the use of the healing analogy can be found in the works of Martin Wells 

Knapp and Delos F. Brooks. Charles Cowman and Martin Wells Knapp, as we learned, became close 

friends, and no doubt the Cowmans enjoyed Knapp's poetry as well as his holiness magazine. 

Knapp's poem "The True Physician" is included below, as an Appendix, since we wanted to give it in 

its entirety. It's expressions may seem trite, but its message was not. 

Brooks was a Methodist minister who wrote What is the Carnal Mind in 1905. He also took the 

idea of the cure for the problem of sin in the soul and expressed it in a unique way. Although it 

comes at a slightly later time than the other illustrations for Wesleyan-Holiness thought of the 19th 

Century we have given, it expresses what Holiness writers had been saying for quite some time. 

Jesus is the Great Physician. 
1) Understands the disease; 
2) Understands the patient; 
3) Understands the cause of disease; 
4) Understands the importance of a cure; 

5) Understands the difficulties in the way; 

6) Understands the true method of cure; 

7) Needs no consulting physician; 
8) Makes no mistakes; 
9) Never neglects a patient; 
10) His prescriptions are infallible; 
11) When He cures, the patient knows it; 

[and] 12) He makes no charges. 46 

Reading "between the lines" helps the reader to understand what Brooks was actually trying to say. 

The "true method of cure" seems fairly to shout "only through a total removal of the cause of disease! 

There can be no doubt that Brooks was against the palliative theory. 

If the Wesleyan-Holiness proponents of the 19th century claimed anything, it was that their 

theology was both biblical and Wesleyan. What of the latter claim? What we have already 

mentioned by way of introduction now must be our object of study. 

The Wesleys as a Basis for the Expressions of a Cure 

A cursory reading of the Wesley hymns as well as the Sermons shows clearly that the Wesleys 

were not adverse to using physical metaphors and other figures of speech to describe spiritual realities. 

Both John and Charles used figurative language to portray both the sinful condition and its cure or 

solution.47 

John Wesley's central truth: '"holy living' and its cognate goal: perfection"48 was often couched 

in figures of speech. Analogies taken from physical healing and sickness are obvious in Wesley' s 

language when dealing with the human problem and the results to be expected. Wesley intended them 

44 James Caughey, Arrows From My Quiver, p. 90. 
45 Joseph Holdich (1804-1893), "The Doctrine of Human Depravity Considered in Connection with its Practical Results," in 

Ebenezer Ireson, ed. The Methodist Preacher or Monthly Sermons from Living Ministers. Vols. I I I & IV. for 1832 & 1833 

(Boston: Kane & Co. 1833, pp. 97-111) p. 106. See also, Richard Treffry, "Sermon on Christian Perfection," p. 89. 

46 Delos F. Brooks, What is the Carnal Mind ? p. 59. 
47 Sometimes described as " maddening" by modern readers and students. 
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to illustrate and enrich the understanding of his hearer regarding -piritual thing-. 3.nd not to b a blo ~k 
to such comprehension. John aimed for his theology to be \\·orked out in practi ~ai \Vay- . to be applied 
sy tematically to everyday life. His doctrinal u e of the ermon is olidly in the tyle and -pirit of the 
Engli h Reformers, and i actually systematic in it O\\·n \\·ay.~9 AJthough the ~ermon (and the 
hymns) c;o u e many other phy ical and cultural analogie . the one taken from the \\·orld of medi ine. 
illne s and its cure, wellnes and it enjoyment, are the one \J.·e are mo t intere~ ted in here. 

Charle We ley 's hymns are full of \Vord picture regarding a ickne and it cure. i '"ot only 
does he cry out "take my sins away," ·'I despair myself to heal;· and ··Pity: and heal my in- ick out·· 
he also fairly shouts '·Take away my darling sin," and. le t vve think that he only thought of in in the 
plural, those acts committed by the will, Charle also included phra e like .. infected nature ·· "cast out 
sin," "slay the old Adam," and even" ... extirpate sin Cast out the cursed seed ... _- i 

And although not as poetic or graphic as Charles John could also find a place in hi ermon for 
figurative expressions. The following from "The Repentance of Believers·· illustrate: 

... We cannot wholly cleanse either our hearts or hands. Most sure \\'e cannot. till it shall please our Lord to speak to our hearts again, to 'speak the second time ... Be clean···. And 
then only 'the leprosy is cleansed.' Then only the evil root, the carnal mind. is destroyed, 
and inbred sin subsists no more. s2 

Wesley goes on to explain the believer's need for a spirit of constant repentance: .; ... till we are 
sensible of our disease it admits of no cure,"_--3 and he describes the deliverance from sin as the 
expelling of" ... all the enemies of my soul .... "54 Towards the end of this line of reasoning Wesley 
argues against the notion that all the deliverance from sin that we can expect in this life happens to us 
in justification. He says that to believe that everything happened at justification is an error that 
destroys our understanding of what God 's purpose is in salvation. And for him, such an error is not 
merely a "harmless mistake." 

No: it does immense harm; it entirely blocks up the way to any farther change. For it is manifest, 'They that are whole do not need a physician, but they that are sick.' If therefore we think we are quite made whole already, there is no room to seek any farther healing. 
On this supposition it is absurd to expect a farther deliverance from sin, whether gradual or instantaneous.ss 

Wesley continues in the same vein, utilizing physical analogies for spiritual realities in another 

48 Albert C. Outler, "An Introductory Comment" to John Wesley, Sermon 76, "On Perfection", Works, 3:70. 49 Thomas C. Oden, Doctrinal Standards in the ivesleyan Tradition (Grand Rapids: Francis Asbury Press, Zondervan Pub. House, 1994), p. 37. Note Oden's explanation of Wesley 's theological system, following the English tradition of doing theology in the context of the written sermon or homily, and then using the corpus of sermons as a doctrinal standard. 50 "The Sermons, the Notes and the Hymns" were considered to be the doctrinal standards of Methodism. John Wesley, in his "~reface" to A Col.lectio.n .of H~mns for t~e use of the P_eople called Methodists, labeled it "in effect a little body of experimental and practical d1vm1ty. Works, Bzcentenmal Edztion (hereafter WJYV), 7:74. 51 Charles Wesley, WJiV 7:passim; the last phrase is from "Be it according to thy word!" WJW 7:352. We will sometimes double up the poetry lines, in the interest of space. 52 John Wesley, Sermon 14 "The Repentance of Believers," 1.20, WJW, 1:346. 53 John Wesley, Sermon 14 "The Repentance of Believers," 11.1, WJW, 1 :347 54 John Wesley, Sermon 14 "The Repentance of Believers," 11.6, WJW, 1:350. 55 John Wesley, Sermon 14 "The Repentance of Believers," Ill.l, WJW, 1:350. The majority of comments I have reviewed on this passage focus either on the issue of the timing of entire sanctification or on Wesley 's choice of terms. Almost no one comments on the strength of the medical or healing analogy, or on the extreme nature of the cure Wc~lcy envisions . 
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sermon: "Here is a remedy provided for all our guilt: he bore all our sins in his body on the tree ... And 

here is a remedy for all our disease, all the corruption of our nature ... " And then further, Wesley 

mentions again: " ... we know that all things will work together for our good . . . to heal our spiritual 

sickness."56 Wesley's understanding is clearly expressed. There is a cure for sin. 

The Negative Side 

Parallel to the sickness-healing figures are others the Wesleys used freely. The Word of God is a 

hammer that strikes and breaks the heart of stone--both in the unregenerate, and in the justified 

believer who is groaning for full deliverance from sin.57 The "adamantine heart" can be softened, 

melted, and broken, and entirely "taken away." Whether the "stony" is seen as the heart itself, or 

something within the heart58 that keeps it from enjoying the blessing of full salvation, the message is, 

it can be broken, the heart can be delivered. 

Sin or evil in the heart is also a foreign element ("dross") that ruins the worth of gold or silver and the 

Wesleys' language evokes a metallurgical setting with verbs like smelting, refining, burning, purging, 

purifying, softening, melting, breaking and removing.59 No alloy or dross is left, only the pure metal.60 

When the figure is an entire "mountain of sin," the focus is on the difficulty of its removal or 

destruction. Whether it is a mountain of sins (plural), or a unit-sin as a principle that stands in the 

way-it is seen as hindering the fullness of joy in salvation in the heart of the believer. If the 

mountain would be removed, then sin would be done away in the heart, and thus purified. Lines 

from two different hymns mention the figure: 

My feeble voice I cannot raise I Till washed in Jesu's blood: 

Till at thy coming from above I My mountain-sins depart, 

And fear gives place to filial love, I And peace o'erflows my heart.61 

And also, 

Come, O my God, the promise seal, I This mountain, sin, remove! 

Now in my gasping soul reveal I The virtue of thy love. 

I want thy life, thy purity, I Thy righteousness brought in; 

I ask, desire, and trust in thee I To be redeemed from sin.62 

That Charles was here speaking of present expenence and not future aspiration (of an 

eschatological nature) is seen in the total setting. Stanza four of the former poem does picture 

56 John Wesley, Sermon 57 "On the Fall of Man," II.8, WJW, 2:410-11. 
57 "Strike with the hammer of thy word, I And break these hearts of stone." Charles Wesley, "Come, 0 thou all-victorious 

Lord," WJW7:181 ; 1866 ed. No. 82.3-4. 
58 Always to be understood as figurative in meaning. 
59 Cf. Charles Wesley, "Now, ev'n now, I yield, I yield," WJW 7:578; 1866 ed. No. 402.13-14; also, "My God! I know, I feel 

thee mine," WJW7:518; 1866 No. 402.13-14. 
60 John Wesley, "0 thou, to whose all-searching sight," WJW7:486; 1866 ed. No. 330. 
61 Charles Wesley, "Let the redeemed give thanks and praise," WJW 7:229; 1866 No. 119.3, 4 (Altered to "mountain sin" in 

the M.E. Hymnal of 1849; returns to "mountain sins" in the 1878 ed. of the Hymnal). 
62 Charles Wesley, "Come, 0 my God, the promise seal," WJW7:581 ; 1866 No. 405.1-8. 
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"eternal rest," but the emphasis is on being fitted for it by " true holiness" which is coupled with being 
"restored by reconciling grace" and enjoying the blessing of pardon, as a present attainable reality· 
The possibilities inherent in the spiritual interpretation of "mountain" in both hymns are intriguing. It 
makes Jesus' words take on a meaning at once within the grasp of every human being, and at the same 
time, outside human capabilities. The rescue by grace is a ready answer, both for the Wesleys and 
for Wesleyan-Holiness advocates. The second hymn returns to the motif again with, "Remove from 
hence, to sin I say, / Be cast this moment out!" (lines 11-12). And the explicit statement "This done! 
Thou dost this moment save" in stanza six is that the experience of "full salvation"

63 
is now a reality 

in the soul, not simply a desire or aspiration for the future. 

It is not physical, but spiritual 

Along with the well-known, and often-used "bent to sinning"64 phrase, each of the Wesleys' 
analogies with its own particular affective background, effects a subtle coloring of the concept of sin 
in the mind of the reader, listener, or hymn singer. But it is definitely spiritual, not physical things 
that the Wesleys had in mind. John Wesley speaks of "an entire deliverance from sin." There is a 
"root of bitterness" from which believers may be relieved. Lurking beneath the surface lies a 
"corruption," in the heart which, if allowed to remain, would bring forth death. Every person has to 
deal with an enemy within which needs to be expelled.65 The spiritual picture that is painted envisions 
the need of a radical remedy for the problem of sin. With the Wesleys, the chains that fall off, the 
stone to be broken, the leper to be cleansed, the healing stream, are all spiritual realities, there is never 
confusion with the physical figures. 

Charles has indeed been called "primarily... neither theologian nor poet, but a witness and 
evangelist".66 Charles did think of himself as an evangelist, and his hymns in many cases bear the 
marks of having been rushed to press "without the polish of numerous revisions."67 However, let this 
not distract us from considering the weight of the theological and doctrinal elements in his poetry, for 
the value of studying Charles's expressions for sin's removal and cure comes both from the figurative 
language he used, and also the quality of his description. As Frank Baker has said, 

Wesley's is the art of the etcher, sharp and definite rather than vague and suggestive ... every 
word is used precisely, not only ... carefully chosen and carefully placed, but so carefully chosen and placed that clear thought about its exact meaning is demanded of the reader, and 

63 Charles' own expression, synonymous with "entire sanctification." Note the frequency with which later Wesleyan-Holiness writers also interchanged these expressions. 64 "Take away our power of sinning" (line 5 of the original second stanza of Charles Wesley's hymn "Love divine, all loves excelling"), omitted in the 1780 Collection by the deletion of the entire second stanza. The stanza appears with the alteration, "Take away our bent to sinning," in the Methodist Pocket Hymn Book of 1790, the Hymnal of the Methodist Episcopal Church, with Tunes, 1878, and in many twentieth century hymnals, including The United Methodist Hymnal, 1989. In this form it has been treasured and quoted by Holiness people for many years. 65 Many of Wesley's analogies are manifestly biblical allusions or quotations. 66 John Ernest Rattenbury, The Evangelical Doctrines of Charles Wesley's Hymns (London: The Epworth Press, 1941) p. 89. 67 John R. Tyson, Charles Wesley on Sanctification: A Biographical and Theological Study (Grand Rapids: Francis Asbury Press, Zondervan Pub. House, 1986) pp. 22-23. 
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always rewarded. 68 

As John Tyson has observed, the hymns Charles gave to the Methodist revival were not a 

"speculative divinity" but a "practical" one.69 Through Charles's hymns Methodist theology was 

portrayed as "basic Bible doctrines vivified." They brought theology into the realm of everyday living 

for the masses. Charles's music spoke to the hearts of the people. He presented to them not only their 

inmost needs, but etched into their memories hope for their deliverance and healing in this life. 

The tenth stanza of "Wrestling Jacob," one of Charles' most-loved poems describes the cure: 

The Sun of Righteousness on me I Hath rose with healing in his wings; 

Withered my nature 's strength; from thee I My soul its life and succour brings ... 70 

The withering speaks of the wound to Jacob's thigh. And the enigma of the cure (after much 

struggling) is found to be full surrender. But the last line of all of the last six (of the twelve) stanzas 

reveals the answer to the constant question at the beginning of the poem and the secret of the "grace 

unspeakable," the miserable creature has seen God face to face and lived! "Thy nature, and thy name 

is LovE." Here is one aspect of the cure: knowing God personally, intimately, being filled with his 

love and experiencing what perfect love truly is. 

In the Collection of Hymns an entire section is given the heading "For Believers," in various 

situations of life and spiritual journey.71 Charles declares that Jesus is the savior of the "sin-sick soul" 

and implores him to come and "give me faith to make me whole."72 He described sanctification as 

the "Spirit of health," doing the work of removing "the seed of sin's disease."73 And he continues to 

bring together the various theological aspects of salvation in the same verse through his imagery. 

Another of his poems, "What! Never speak one evil word!" concludes: 

Saviour, I long to testify I The fullness of thy gracious power; 

0 might thy Spirit the blood apply I Which bought for me the peace-and more! 

Forgive, and make my nature whole, I My inbred malady remove; 

To perfect health restore my soul, I To perfect holiness and love.74 

Another aspect of the cure, then, is the fullness of God's power applied to the soul through the 

blood of Jesus and summarized as "perfect holiness and love," which is the soul's "perfect health." 

Charles would also in special cases describe deliverance from sin in an extended analogy of 

68 Frank Baker, Charles Wesley's Verse, 20. 
69 John R. Tyson, Charles Wesley on Sanctification, p. 23. We note the frequency of the use of the hymns by John Wesley 

and his later followers . It is truly striking. The hymns as an integral part of the corpus of doctrinal standards are even 

included by a few Holiness authors as the clinching argument in illustrating, concluding or summarizing a doctrinal point. 

7° Charles Wesley, " Wrestling Jacob", WJW 7:252; 1866, No. 441, lines 55-58. Note the editors' comment regarding John 's 

"obituary tribute to his brother:" '"His least praise was his talent for poetry; although Dr. Watts did not scruple to say that 

that single poem, "Wrestling Jacob", was worth all the verses he himself had written'" (WJW 7:250, footnote). 
71 The section heading in the collection of hymns. Many of those hymns in the American 1866 edition of the Methodist 

Hymnal were placed under the heading "Entire Sanctification." 
72 Charles Wesley, "Saviour of the sin-sick soul," WJW, 7:560; 1866 No. 542, lines 1-2. The subheading in WJW is "For 

Believers Brought to the Birth," comes after "For Believers Groaning for Full Redemption." That is to say, believers are 

now brought to the decision of entering into heart holiness. There is a previous section entitled " For Mourners Brought to 

the Birth." 
73 Charles Wesley, "O come, and dwell in me" WJW, 7:525; 1866 No. 217, lines 5-8. 
74 Charles Wesley, "What! Never speak one evil word!" WJW, 7:520; 1866 No. 542. 



26 A Jfoi.nlt J[nte1rnaltio1rn.<lll Confe1rence, Ml.aiy 2005 - SessioH11 J[ 

therapeutic language, carrying the analogy further with expressions that show the extreme nature of 
the cure he and John envisioned. The richness of scriptural dependence is also apparent: 

Deepen the wound thy hands have made I In this weak, helpless soul, 
Till mercy, with its balmy aid, I Descends to make me whole. 
The sharpness of thy two-edged sword I Enable me t ' endure, 
Till bold to say, My hallowing Lord I Hath wrought a perfect cure.

75 

Still another of Charles ' hymns, rich in imagery, which although appearing in the section entitled 
"For Mourners convinced of Sin,"76 also illustrates his concept of seeing salvation as a cure for sin, 
and carries the analogy throughout the poem. The hymn weaves "the cure" together with three other 
metaphors creating a rich, poetic tapestry. The whole tenor of the poem moves toward the final 
stanza, showing that the goal of salvation is found in what the Methodists, along with Wesley, called 
sanctification-the desire to be "perfected in love" now, the cure the seeker is actually after. Here it 
is in its entirety: 

Wretched, helpless, and distressed, I Ah! Whither shall I fly? 
Ever grasping after rest, I I cannot find it nigh; 
Naked, sick, and poor, and blind, I Fast bound in sin and misery, 
Friend of sinners, let me find I My help, my all in thee! 
I am all unclean, unclean, I Thy purity I want;77 

My whole heart is sick of sin, I And my whole head is faint! 
Full of putrefying sores, I Of bruises, and of wounds, my soul 
Looks to Jesus, help implores, I And gasps to be made whole. 
In the wilderness I stray, I My foolish heart is blind; 
Nothing do I know; the way I Of peace I cannot find; 
Jesu, Lord, restore my sight, I And take, 0 take the veil of sin away, 
Turn my darkness into light, I My midnight into day. 
Jesus, full of truth and grace, I In thee is all I want; 
Be the wanderer's resting-place, I A cordial to the faint; 
Make me rich, for I am poor, I In thee may I my Eden find; 
To the dying health restore, I And eyesight to the blind. 
Clothe me with thy holiness, I Thy meek humility, 
Put on me my glorious dress, I Endue my soul with thee; 
Let thine image be restored, I Thy name and nature let me prove; 78 

With thy fullness fill me, Lord, I And perfect me in love.79 

The second stanza develops the theme of sin as a sickness that was introduced in the first. The 
"putrefying sores," "bruises," and "wounds" may be understood as the outward manifestation of the 
inward sickness of sin, whereas "my whole heart" describes not just the symptoms, but the root or core 
of the problem. Salvation in Jesus provides the cure, the wholeness that characterizes the soul that is 
thus renewed in its relationship with God. "Gasping" is the perfectly natural action of the soul that sees 
its only hope and desires it now. But the wholeness in view is more than that supplied by justifying 
grace, as is obvious by the end of the poem. While Charles' theology has often been set against 

75 
Charles Wesley, "Deepen the wound thy hands have made" WJW, 7:528; 1866, No. 544. . Note the allusions to Job 5:18; Hebrews 4:12; Psalms 119:96 and 32; and Ephesians 3:18-19. 76 Today, they would be called "seekers". 

77 In today 's English: " lack" or "need". 
78 Could this be an allusion to his own "Wrestling Jacob"? 79 Charles Wesley, " Wretched, helpless, and distressed," ~JW, 7:212; 1866 No. 408 (with al l seven stanzas). 
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John 's,8° Charles' imagery undeniably envisions and actually insists on a radical cure fo r sin just as 

much as John 's . 

Many other quotations could be included to show his use of verbs specialized to vivify the healing 

touch: melt, soften, relieve, set free, purify, cleanse, bid depart, take away, and deliver.8 1 They are 

all part of the continuing effort to express spiritual truth with vivid, living illustrations from everyday 

life: a radical cure for the sin problem in the heart. 

Did the Wesleys or Wesleyan-Holiness writers ever think of sin as an entity, a physical "thing"? 

Although they used the physical analogies freely, they were only thinking figuratively. Let one of the 

most often quoted of the Wesleyan-Holiness writers of the 1880s, Daniel Steele, answer: 

Sin is the act or state of a sinner, as thought is the act or state of the thinker. Neither can 

have an essential existence separate from their personal subject, any more than any attribute 

can exist separate from its substance."82 

And even when some Wesleyan-Holiness proponents sometimes made statements like "Sin is 

removed like an impacted wisdom tooth," or "like a virus is removed from the blood," the key is in the 

word "like". These and others are simply similes used to make the argument more vivid. The goal 

was to express in the strongest terms available that salvation (specifically its aspect under 

sanctification) provides for a complete cure for the problem of sin. When terms like eradicate or 

extirpate were called upon, they, too, were figurative terms. To paraphrase Wesley's question: "If 

the heart is completely full of love, what room is there for sin?" 

It is Not 11 Sins, 11 but 11 Sin. 

Touch me, and make the leper clean, I Purge my iniquity; 

Unless thou wash my soul from sin I I have no part in thee.83 

And thus, Charles uncovers the crucial matter concerning the healing of the soul. It has to do 

with the sin nature. To change the metaphor, one can temporarily get rid of the fruit by pruning a tree, 

but the surest way to effect a complete destruction is to extirpate its root. If we cannot get at the 

source of the problem of sin, for Wesley, there is no hope of any kind of deliverance in this life, not 

even from the guilt of sin. 

But if there be no such second change, if there be no instantaneous deliverance after 

justification, if there be none but a gradual work of God (that there is a gradual work none 

denies) then we must be content, as well as we can, to remain full of sin till death. And if 

so, we must remain guilty till death, continually deserving punishment. For it is 

8° Cf. John R. Tyson, Charles Wesley on Sanctification, passim. 
81 Cf. Roy S. Nicholson, "The Holiness Emphasis in the Wesleys ' Hymns," WTJ 5.1:49-61. 
82 Daniel Steele, A Substitute for Holiness ? or Antinomianism Revived (Manchester: Maurice Winterburn, n. d.; Wesleyan 

Heritage Publishers [Wesleyan Heritage Library on CD], 1998) p. 57. 
83 Charles Wesley, "My God, my God, on thee I call," WJW 7:301 ; 1866 No. 177.5-8;. In the last phrase cited, rather than 

referring to justification, Charles was actually speaking of the totality of redemption. He also may have meant this as a 

jibe against those who preached only what God does for the sinner without including what God does in the human heart 

and life. 
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impossible the guilt or desert of punishment should be removed from. us .as long .as ~11 this 
sin remains in our heart, and cleaves to our words and actions. Nay, in rigorous JUSt1ce, all 
we think, and speak, and act, continually increases it.

84 

The redeeming work of Christ was to lay an axe to the very root85 or to destroy the problem at its 
source, the principle of sin, otherwise called the sinful nature. The distinguishing mark of Wesleyan 
theology is this clear teaching on the nature of the problem. It is not the excrescence of sins that we 
commit that show themselves in the fruit of our lives that needs removing, or healing, but it is down in 
the very core of our being, tightly woven together with what it means to be human. Perhaps that is 
why so many have such a hard time comprehending the message that there is indeed a cure.86 Wesley 
held tightly to the premise that there was a remedy for the sin that dwells within. It does not have to 
rule. It does not even have to exist in us. The divine remedy provides for its cure. 

The Cure that is thereby Effected. 

A thorough reading of the Wesley hymns reveals at the very least the aspiration for the removal, or 
destruction of sin.87 From the expressions used for the cure for sin seen in the "full salvation" 
provided by Christ, there is also the inference that such a cure is possible.88 Several more of the 
metaphors Charles loved to use are illustrated by two Wesley hymns. 

Love can bow down the stubborn neck, I The stone to flesh convert; 
Soften, and melt, and pierce, and break I An adamantine heart. 89 

0 take this heart of stone away! I Thy sway it doth not, cannot own: 
In me no longer let it stay; I 0 take away this heart of stone!90 

It is the negative aspect of the work of sanctification that purifies the soul, removes all the 
corruption, and prepares the heart for the positive work of perfection in love, the fullness of the 
Spirit.91 Only the refining fire of the Holy Spirit can "illuminate" the soul and "sanctify the whole."92 

Even as in the Wesleyan- Holiness advocates who followed, the negative aspect received much 
emphasis, being a prerequisite for something to follow (not necessarily in time, but in purpose and 
design). 

84 John Wesley, Sermon 14 "The Repentance of Believers," 1.20; WJW 1 :346-47, emphasis his. 85 John Wesley, Plain Account of Christian Perfection, p. 28; also Charles Wesley, 11 0 Jesu, let thy dying cry," WJW 7:489; No. 332.5: "Slay the dire root and seed of sin ... " See also Daniel Steele, Gospel of the Comforter, p. 42: "Christ is rejected because He lays the axe at the root sin, and kindles a consuming flame in the house of the worldling 's idols." 86 
Cf. Robert E. Coleman, "Nothing to Do But to Save Souls" John Wesley 's Charge to His Preachers, Foreword by Dennis F. Kinlaw (Grand Rapids: Francis Asbury Press of Zondervan Publishing House, 1990), passim. 87 
This is taken to be, in common with the desires of all Christians, the lowest sense in which the terms may be understood. Wesleyan-Holiness authors, however, understood much more than a mere (unanswered) aspiration. 88 
For further study, see, Roy S. Nicholson, "The Holiness Emphasis in the Wesleys' Hymns," WTJ 5.1:49-61. Additionally, see the hymn: "Come, thou omniscient Son of man." Although it follows a different metaphor, it is an exceptional one, so we include it below, as Appendix A. 

89 Charles Wesley, "My God! I know, I feel thee mine," WJW 7:518; 1866 No. 351.21-24. 9° Charles Wesley, "God of all power, and truth, and grace," WJW7 :553; No. 380.13-16. 91 
The pneumatological dimension of the Wesley's language cannot be justly addressed here. For more complete studies, see Timothy L. Smith, The Pentecost Hymns of John and Charles Wesley; and Lawrence W. Wood, Pentecostal Grace (Grand Rapids: Francis Asbury Press, Zondervan Publishing House, 1980), chapter VIII , pp. 258ff. 92 Charles Wesley, "My God! I know, I feel thee mine" WJW 7:518; No. 351.34, 36. 
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John, in A Plain Account of Christian Perfection: identifies the positive aspect of the cure with two 

quotes from Charles' hymns: 

Come, thou dear Lamb, for sinners slain, I Bring in the cleansing flood ; 

Apply, to wash out every stain, I Thine efficacious blood. 

0 let it sink into our soul I Deep as the inbred sin; 

Make every wounded spirit whole, I And every leper clean! 93 

Did the terms used by the Wesley's for the remedy for sin actually include its removal or cure? 

The picture of humankind as "dead in trespasses and sins"94 is answered with wholeness, life, perfect 

love. The tyrant is expelled, the fatal malady cured, the mountain removed, the root of bitterness 

taken out, the heart healed and filled with pure love. But the sinful condition first needed to be 

removed or the cure could not be effected. When that evil nature is destroyed or removed, then 

health can be established in the soul and its true balance rediscovered in living the life of Christ. This 

is what they saw as true health, brought about by the death of Jesus Christ and applied to the human 

heart by the power of the Holy Spirit in the experience of entire sanctification or "perfect love." 

Wesleyan-Holiness advocates of the 19th Century also thought of sanctification as a remedy, the 

"total radical cure of sinful tendencies ... in the heart."95 As a physical malady or disorder is removed 

from the body in order to make it well, so holiness expels the cause of the illness, and thus effects the 

cure, restoring the subject to perfect health.96 "Where the malady is, there the physician must be. The 

seat of sin is the heart, and nothing but the presence of Christ [Himself] can remove it."97 

The epitome of viewing holiness as healing and health can be seen in James Caughey's 1867 

testimony.98 He portrayed sanctification as a medicinal herb that had healed his soul. Caughey's 

analogy alluded to the fig leaves of the Genesis narrative in saying that there was no "leaf" found in all 

of Eden to heal the wound to the conscience of humanity caused by the Fall. Caughey identified the 

cross of Christ, as the "herb" that healed him of his own spiritual "disease," and described it as near 

enough to be grasped by the hand of faith. 

The Biblical Basis 

It does not take long to see that both the Wesleys and the Wesleyan-Holiness authors of the 19th 

Century make strong appeal to Scripture as the basis for their argument. Scriptures both regarding 

the removal of sin and of the infusion of love are used to illustrate, to prove, and to enjoin the reader to 

faith, trust, surrender and obedience. 

The Wesleys and those who followed them felt that their doctrine was Scriptural. Wesley 's own 

93 John Wesley, A Plain Account of Christian Perfection, pp. 48-49. 
94 Ephesians 2:1. Not only an important figure of speech in the Wesley corpus, but by far the most common picture brought 

to the modern evangelical mind regarding sin and its effect in and on the human heart. 
95 Jesse T . Peck, Central Idea of Christianity, p. 116. 
96 Richard Treffry, "Sermon on Christian Perfection," The Methodist Magazine Vol. V., 1822 (pp . 81-90, 121-131) p. 89. 

97 John Lindsey, "Gospel Purity," p. 38. 
98 James Caughey (1810-1892), Arrows From My Quiver- Pointed with the Steel of Truth and Winged by Faith and Love (NY: 

W. C. Palmer, Jr., Publisher, 1867) pp . 89-90. 
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hermeneutic has been studied at length. Jack Ford thought that Wesley and the Holiness movement 
in general used the Bible as an "arsenal of proof texts."99 Others, however, have shown that not only 
Wesley100 but also his followers 101 were sound in their hermeneutics, with "no set list of proof texts 
from which they could not depart and still impart their message". However, many were the 
adversaries of the Wesleyan-Holiness movement who were cut down with the simple statement that 
their views were not biblical. Nathan Bangs put it bluntly, and was quoted by other Wesleyan 
authors of a later generation: 

Those who teach that we are gradually to grow into a state of sanctification, without ever 
experiencing an instantaneous change from inbred sin to holiness, are to be repudiated as 

d . . 1 d . w 1 102 unsoun -antt-scnptura an anti- es eyan. 

Far from being simply narrow and biased, such a position should be considered natural or normal 
and expected because of the nature of the implications of rejection. Our considered opinion here is 
that the basis for teaching a radical cure for sin came directly from their understanding of Scripture. 
And most of their exegesis was sound, contextual, Christological (while at the same time "Pentecostal" 
in the sense of taking into account the fullness of the Spirit), and balanced. 

A few Holiness authors seem to disregard the context of a particular passage being used to "prove" 
their teaching on holiness. But for the most part the context does seem to be important and not lost 
sight of, as some have criticized. 

In commenting on John 15:2, George A. McLaughlin alludes to many different passages in New 
Testament thought to uphold the concept of an instantaneous "purging" of the vine, or the soul. 
Cleansing5 to him, as an instantaneous affair was not so much proven by the passage in question, its 
verbs, etc., but illustrated and supported by the various other passages and concepts of cleansing 
through actions of relatively short duration. He finished with a reference to Acts 15:9 to show that 
the cleansing of the heart is always seen as a sudden rather than a long process. 

George D. Watson also defended the doctrine of a cure for sin through exegesis of entire passages 
of Scripture. Watson could also be said to have used rather freely the allegorical method in his 
interpretation and application of Scripture, but his general tenor is to look for the context and the entire 
passage and to draw out the meaning inductively. He maintained that 

The early writers on holiness did not deem it necessary to ransack the Scriptures to find a 
warrant for preaching a second blessing; for that was not the dispute; the point they had to 
argue was whether God would save us in this life from all sin. 103 

Laban Clark's sermon (1832) "On the Nature and Design of the Atonement" illustrates the 

99 
Jack Ford, What the Holiness People Believe: A Mid-Century Review of Holiness Teaching (Birkenhead, Chesire: Emmanuel Bible College and Missions 1955) p. 19. 

100 
Cf. William M. Arnett, "John Wesley and the Bible," WTJ 3.1 :3-9; and Mildred Bangs Wyncoop, "A Hermeneutical 
Approach to John Wesley," WTJ 6.1:13-22; also R. Larry Shelton, "John Wesley's Approach to Scripture in Historical Perspective," WTJ 16.1 :23-50. 

10 1 
Delbert R. Rose, Vital Holiness: A Theology of Christian Experience(Minneapolis: Bethany Fellowship, 1975) 116. 102 
In J. A. Wood, Purity and Maturity, p. 164. A few Holiness writers would actually give their list of "proof texts" to show 
that theirs was not an unbiblical doctrine. The majority, however, seem to follow the pattern of Wesley. Lowrey, Wood, Steele and Smith are perhaps the most balanced of all. 
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scriptural allusions which permeated much of the classic Wesleyan-Holiness thought and its 

hermeneutic. Clark made no attempt to correlate or to exegete passages from Romans and Titus; he 

simply stated a truth using the language and spirit of Scripture, and argued for its plausibility. 

Sin shall not have dominion over us, neither reign in our mortal bodies. Being justified by 

faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ and are enabled to rejoice in 

hope of the glory of God. He gave himself for us, not only to redeem us, but that he might 

purify unto himself a peculiar people.104 

Clark went on with his description of redemption interjection his own logic correlated to the 

biblical statements. 

To pardon a sinner without changing his heart, would be to leave him to his own 

perverseness, to pursue his iniquities with the same relish as before, and plunge himself into 

renewed guilt as often as the pardon might be repeated. And to procure a sacrifice for sin, 

without providing the sanctifying influence of the Holy Spirit, would be to leave the work 

of redemption imperfect and inadequate to accomplish the benevolent design of him who 

gave himself for us, that he might purify unto himself a peculiar people. 105 

Another illustration of the Wesleyan-Holiness appeal to Scripture in the form of allusions and brief 

quotations appeared in an article in the Advocate of Christian Holiness (1870) in the context of God 's 

power to perform the miracle of the withered arm restored (recorded in the gospels). Note the 

direction of the author's thoughts towards the observation of the miracle of a transformed heart. 

It is not strange that the almighty Creator of all things should reproduce a limb on a maimed 

body, seeing he so easily produces a gigantic tree from a tine seed not much larger than a 

grain of sand. But it is the wonder of wonders, that he can create a "new heart" within the 

old corrupt nature of man; remove the heart of stone, transform, and make "whiter than 

snow," the guilty, polluted soul of the "chief of sinners." Here is mystery and miracle 

profound, into which the astonished angels desire to look-an exhibition of divine energy 

beyond all else that God has condescended to manifest to the universe of intelligent 

creatures. 106 

Joseph H. Smith, a Holiness writer of the early 20th Century presents his biblical case with a very 

strong hermeneutic in his 1913 work Pauline Perfection, taking into account the context of each 

passage, and establishing his argument on that basis.107 The clear meaning of Scripture is what is 

uppermost in his perspective, with both exegesis of the passage he is considering as well as 

comparison of other parallel passages. The same can be said of many other Wesleyan-Holiness 

authors from the 19th Century. The Bible was their base. If they be criticized for "finding holiness" 

in any scripture passage" the same could be said for many who after being saved, found salvation so 

plainly in Scripture passages where it was not so plain before. 

103 George D. Watson, White Robes (Cincinnati : For the author, 1886) p. 22. 
104 Laban Clark "On the Nature and Design of the Atonement," in Shipley W. Willson and Ezra Ireson, The Methodist 

Preacher; or Monthly Sermons from Living Ministers, Vols. I and II, second edition (Boston: C. D. Strong, 1832) 291 

(Emphasis his). Scriptural allusions in the order they are used: Romans 6:14, 12; Romans 5 :1, 2; Titus 2: 14a; Hebrews 

10:18; Titus 2:14b. 
105 Laban Clark ''On the Nature and Design of the Atonement," p. 291 . 
106 w. H. Boule " Wonders of Grace," Advocate of Christian Holiness, Vol I, No. 6 (Dec. 1870) p. 85 (emphasis his). Texts 

Boole used: Ezekiel 36:26; Isaiah 1:18; 1Timothy1 :15; 1Peter 1: 12. 
107 Joseph H. Smith, Pauline Perfection (Chicago: The Christian Witness Co., 1913) pass im. 
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Further biblical references would be unnecessary. We would like to mention, however, that in 
some of the Ii terature there does seem to be a dearth of biblical basis. Some classical Holiness 
sources do not have an index of Scripture used. Some do not quote from the Bible except at the 

beginning of each chapter. 

Today' s world needs a return to Scripture. What better message to offer than the one that says 
that there is a cure for sinning? Salvation as healing of the total person is envisioned frequently in 
the Psalms and Prophets.108 Many of the passages that have been traditionally ascribed to physical 
healing especially by the Pentecostal movement, when seen in their context, can be shown to be 
thinking more of spiritual and moral healing than of physical healing. Passages like 

I taught Ephraim to walk, I Taking them by their arms; 
But they did not know that I healed them (Hosea 11 :3). 
Why is my pain perpetual I And my wound incurable, 
Which refuses to be healed? (Jeremiah 15:18). 
Why have You stricken us so that we are beyond healing? (Jeremiah 14:19). 

Peter compresses all of Jesus' ministry into one phrase and calls it healing: "Jes us of Nazareth ... 
who went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil ... " (Acts 10:38). 

As Jesus Himself described the situation of His day (quoting from Isaiah): 

For the hearts of this people have grown dull. 
Their ears are hard of hearing, 
And their eyes they have closed, 
Lest they should see with their eyes and hear with their ears, 
Lest they should understand with their hearts and tum, 
So that I should heal them.' (Matthew 13:15; Cf. Isa. 6.9, 10) 

But perhaps it is Peter's word that brings the argument to a conclusion. Holiness as healing is 
seen clearly in 1 Peter 2:24 . 

... who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, having died to sins, 
might live for righteousness-by whose stripes you were healed. 

The order is unmistakable: we were "healed" by Christ's stripes when he bore our sins in His 
own body on the tree and then we died to sins so that we might live for righteousness. The healing 
here is much more than physical healing. It is a total, integral healing of the spirit. 

The OMS founders saw a healing salvation available to all as "full", in the tradition of the 
Wesleyan-Holiness movement. As such, it provides the cure for evil in the human condition by 
removing both its guilt and its cause or pollution in the soul, and then providing a well-balanced, full 
life of perfect love.109 In therapeutic medical terms, when eradicative measures are required, and are 
both possible and available, no one (neither physician nor patient) usually settles for merely palliative 

108 The Spanish Reina-Valera version of the Bible (in its original version) has salud, "health", in place of salvation in many 
passages in the Psalms and the Prophets. I understand from the Hebrew experts that there is grounds for such a translation. 

109 As John Oswalt would explain, not perfect in performance, but certainly perfect in intention and motive. Cf. Called to Be 
Holy: A Biblical Perspective (Nappanee, Ind .: Evangel Publishing House, 1999) See especially chapter 13, "Walking in 
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treatment. The early missionaries associated with OMS held that God not only forgives the sinner, 

but also through sanctification removes the cause of the sinner's sin: the sinful nature. 

What about alternative treatments? We have deliberately left this to last because, obviously, they 

did not figure in the language of the late 19th Century nor the early 20th Century. Our founders would 

have found it very strange to talk of alternative treatments and theories of healing and wellness. But 

we must be ready to dialogue. However, we must also insist on a radical, extreme and thorough cure 

for the central problem of evil. There is no room for a biblical theology of wellness through merely 

making us "feel better." God never "excuses or palliates" sinning.110 There must be restored 

relationship, balance, and communication. The covenant must be entered into and then applied to 

everyday life (by walking in the light and in the power of the Holy Spirit). God 's character must be 

demonstrated in our lives if there is to be healing in our world. 

Our purpose here is not to debate the validity of each of the terms used by the classic 

Wesleyan-Holiness writers, nor to try to prove that they were right (or wrong), but to re-open a 

dialogue among ourselves to include the possibility that a return to the analogies for physical healing 

used by our founders and by other well-known Holiness writers might indeed be useful in our 

understanding of what it means to be "saved to the uttermost," to the farthest degree possible. 

Totally rescued and transformed to the extreme of possibilities! "Be all that you can be" takes on a 

new meaning with the possibilities of redemption and the transforming power of Grace at our 

disposal. 111 

But are we ready for the hard questions? Yes, physical analogies can be misunderstood, and 

misapplied. Is a radical remedy for sin the best analogy to use in eastern thought? Is sin really a 

"malady" to be "eradicated"? For whom is this to be done? What is the true positive articulation of the 

classical Holiness message? What kind of cure are we seeking? What kind are we teaching? What kind 

are we offering to others, and what kind are we living today? 

If Jesus came not to call the whole, but the sick; if there is yet a Balm in Gilead; if we are called to 

be true prophets and not heal the hurt of the daughter of my people slightly, saying peace, peace when 

there is no peace, then our message must be a real cure of souls, true spiritual healing! Health for the 

soul available through the healing Savior who takes away our sin and puts His own Spirit of love 

within us, and perfects our love for Him! Balance and well being and joy in His presence! 

Fulfillment as our lives reflect His character and as we live in relationship to Him! 

Isn't it just possible that a return to the classic concept of salvation as a radical remedy for sin and 

a thorough cure and health to the soul- a full return to this radical, extreme concept, might it not only 

illuminate the present need, but also restore to us a vocabulary and the methodology for making clear 

its cure in the 21st Century, both in our theological expression and in our mission?112 

In our desire not to fall into the trap of legalism, let us not fall into the trap of a cheap, easy 

salvation! Problems we often face in our churches today-ethical, moral and spiritual- are they not 

Holiness" pp. 185ff. 
110 Joseph H. Smith, Pauline Perfection, p. 48. 
111 Cf. Thomas C. Oden, The Transforming Power of Grace (Nashville: Abingdon, 1993). 
11 2 This seems to be to be the call of a few among us today. The terms are not worth fighting for. But the concepts are! 
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the result of a neglect of a higher view of salvation? Are there more possibilities of grace in this 

life? 113 Do we need to get back to the founding fathers ' view of holiness as not only our relation to 

God in Christ, not only the process by which he is molding our character, but also the crisis experience 

that provides the Christian with the extreme, radical remedy for resident evil (sin) in his or her own 

person, and then, a true balance in soul health to be lived out in everyday life?114 

Charles Cowman was often asked, "Does it pay to be an "out-and-out Christian?" that is, to be an 

"extreme" Christian? His answer was: 

Does it pay the river to scatter blessings along its course? Does it pay the rose to fling its 
sweetness to the world? Does it pay the wheat to grow and feed the hungry millions? It 
does pay a thousand fold to live a life that counts and it may be lived in the hardest place, 
but that life is not found on a bargain table. Remember what Jesus said to the young ruler, 
"Sell all"-"all that thou hast and come, follow Me."115 

If seekers were to enter our churches and missions today as Rev. Nakada did over a hundred years 

ago, would they hear such a clear call to consecration, to holiness? Does our message offer hope for 

a cure for a deep-seated problem? 

113 Asbury Lowrey, Possibilities of Grace, passim. 
114 

The true message, after all , of our spiritual forebears. Cf. Wesley Duewel 's recent works on holiness. 115 Lettie B. Cowman, Charles E. Cowman: Missionary-Warrior, p. 77. 
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APPENDIX A 

"PURGING THE THRESHING FLOOR" 

Come, thou omniscient Son of man, 

Display thy sifting power; 

Come with thy winnowing Spirit's fan, 

And thoroughly purge thy floor. 

The chaff of sin, th 'accursed thing, 

Far from our souls be driven! 

The wheat into thy garner bring, 

And lay us up for heaven. 

Look through us with thy eyes of flame, 

The clouds and darkness chase; 

And tell me what by sin I am, 

And what I am by grace. 

Whate 'er offends thy glorious eyes, 

Far from our hearts remove! 

As dust before the whirlwind flies, 

Disperse it by thy love. 

Then let us all thy fullness know, 

From every sin set free; 

Saved to the utmost, saved below, 

And perfect! y like thee. 

- Charles Wesley 

Charles Wesley, "Come, thou omniscient Son of man", WJW 7:675-76. (The punctuation in 

line 19 follows the form it took in the editions used in the 19
1
h century. - LL). 
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APENDIXB 

"THE TRUE PHYSICIAN" 

by Martin Wells Knapp 

I am sure I was converted, 
And my sins were washed away, 

For I had my Savior's presence, 
And the witness day by day. 

But my spirit still was tainted 
With a stubborn, strange disease, 

Which oft made me feel more willing 
Self instead of Christ to please. 

I advised with many doctors, 
Seeking for a perfect cure, 

But their notions all were different, 
And they failed to make me pure. 

Doctor Ignorance informed me 
That conversion cured all, 

Purifying all the nature 
Which was ruined by the fall. 

But I knew he was mistaken, 
For my Bible taught me so, 

And my "up and down" experience 
Told me that he did not know. 

Doctor Works and Doctor Water, 
Doctor Growth and Doctor Fire, 

All were free with their opinions, 
But to help me failed entire. 

Then I heard of Doctor Culture, 

Who could polish the outside, 

But he could not reach the evil, 

And a cure for sin provide. 

Nor could Doctor Imputation 

Understand my case at all, 

Nor could Doctor Sin Repression, 

So I ceased on them to call. 

Many said that I must suffer 

With my painful soul disease, 

Until Doctor Death would free me, 

Only he could give release. 

But I knew they were mistaken, 

And I freely told them so, 

Else redemption was a failure, 

And the Savior's promise too. 

All these doctors had their plasters, 

Which they wanted me to try, 

But they never wrought a cure, 

So I bade them all good-bye. 

Then I yielded all to Jesus, 

Unto sin and self.1 died, 

And reposing on His promise, 

I by faith was sanctified. 

Now I know the Great Physician 

Can effect the Double Cure, 

And the heart of each believer 

Make and keep completely pure. 

Christians, won't you seek this blessing, 

Waiting for you from above? 

It is Pentecostal power, 

It is Jesus' perfect love. 

Martin Wells Knapp, The Double Cure (Dallas, TX: Evangel Press, n.d.), 49-50. 
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1) A high-school dropout, Charles Cowman nevertheless made a name for himself in the business world of l 91hcentury 

Chicago with his integrity and success as a worker in the telegraph company. He was made traffic chief for the 

Western Union Chicago office, then wire chief of the New York Division. He and Lettie were well known in 

society circles for their culture and taste in art and music. Cf. Lettie B. Cowman, Charles E. Cowman: Missionary 

Warrior (Los Angeles, Calif: The Oriental Missionary Society, 1928) p. 51. 

2) Tract "Charles Cowman, Missionary Warrior: A Review by Rev. Samuel C. Chadwick, D.D." (Los Angeles, Calif.: 

The Oriental Missionary Society, n. d., now OMS International, Inc., PO Box A, Greenwood, IN 46142). 

3) Tract "Charles Cowman, Missionary Warrior". A genius for the future organization of evangelistic teams can be seen 

here. 
4) Lettie Cowman, Charles E. Cowman: Missionary Warrior (Los Angeles, Calif: The Oriental Missionary Society, 

1928) p. 71. 
5) Samuel C. Chadwick, Tract, "Charles Cowman: Missionary Warrior. " 

6) Wesley Duewel, from unpublished lecture notes on entire sanctification as a central doctrine of OMS International. 

7) Cowman, Missionary Warrior, p. 89. 

8) Moody Bible Institute. 
9) Cf. A. M. Hills, Holiness and Power, For the Church and the Ministry (Cincinnati: Revivalist Office, 1897; reprinted, 

New York and London: Garland Publishing, Inc., 1984). 

10) Cowman, Missionary Warrior, pp. 106-7. Rev. Knapp was then in the beginning stages of founding God ' s Bible 

School and the Cowmans made use of the location for about six weeks while they were waiting for God to open the 

doors to missionary service in Japan. 

11) Our purpose here is not to argue the validity or the superiority of one system over another, but to raise the question 

and to open a dialogue. 
12) See, for instance, the constant assumption in Athanasius, De Jncarnatione Verbi Dei, in The Nicene and 

Post-Nicene Fathers, Second Series, Volume IV (Grand Rapids: T & T Clark, Wm. B. Eerdmans, n.d.), 40, and 

passim. Athanasius' , as well as other Church Fathers' position is clear on a "sinful nature" present in all 

humankind apart from God' s grace. 

13) George Croft Cell, The Rediscovery of John Wesley (New York: Henry Holt and Company, 1935), 275. 

14) Found specifically in the writings of primarily American authors of the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. 

15) Medically these two philosophies or perspectives of treatment have been called "palliative" and 

"eradicative." From the perspective of other theories of healing and wellness there may be other elements to 

consider. 
16) The Oxford English Dictionary, 2nd Ed. (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1989), cites Samuel Johnson (1751), Rambler 

No. 183, Par. 10, for the second meaning of eradicate: "To remove entirely, extirpate, get rid of." This is perhaps the 

first incident of such extreme language as "eradicate" being used for getting rid of immaterial things in the heart. 

17) The Writings of Edward Vl, 94. George Peck, in 1841 made reference to this phrase in his book, The Scripture 

Doctrine of Christian Perfection Stated and Defended (N.P., 1841) p. 36. 

18) Albert Outler observed of John Wesley's quotation of his brother's hymn, "Break off the yoke of inbred sin, I And 

fully set my spirit free!": "Here is an aspiration to sinless perfection that implies its possibilityand, as we know 

from other passages, in this life! WJW 1:351, n. 127. 

19) Charles Wesley, "Lord, I despair myself to heal," WJW 7:238; 1866 ed. No. 127, lines 13 (the American edition of 

1866 of the Methodist Hymnal was most likely among those in circulation in the 1870s-90s, during the height of the 

Wesleyan-Holiness interest in analogical language for the deliverance from sin; for that reason I index its 

numbering where possible, after giving the data from WJW.). 

20) See John Wesley, Plain Account of Christian Perfection (London: Conference Office, 1872; Kansas City: Beacon 

Hill Press of Kansas City, 1966), 29, 45 , and George A. McLaughlin, Inbred Sin (Boston: McDonald and Gill, 

1887) p. 96. 
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21) Cf. C. Munger, "Holiness and the Methodist Episcopate," Advocate of Christian Holiness (Vol 1, No. 5, No_v. 1879, 
pp. 69p. 70. See also J. A. Wood, Perfect Love: or Plain Things for Those Who Need Them [lat~r. su~titled] or 
Christian Holiness (Chicago: The Christian Witness Co., 1880, 1910) p. and W. B. Godbey, Sanctification (N.P., 
1884; Dallas, TX: Holiness Echoes, 1956) p. 14. 

22) Francis Asbury, Thomas Q. Summers, ed. The Causes, Evils, and Cures, of Heart and Church Divisions, Extracted 
from the works of [Jeremiah] Burroughs and [Richard] Baxter (Salem, Ohio: Schmul Publishers, 1978) pp. 112, 
202. 

23) James B. Finley, "Michael Ellis," in Sketches of Western Methodism, Biographical, Historical, and Miscellaneous, 
Illustrative of Pioneer Life (Cincinnati: Methodist Book Concern, for the author, 1854), 98 

24) Quotations and allusions to this phrase from the Methodist Discipline abound in the Wesleyan-Holiness literature. 
25) Jeremy Boynton, Sanctification Practical: a Book for the Times. Introduction and Appendix by Mrs. Phoebe 

Palmer (New York: Foster and Palmer, Jr., 1867) p. 11. 
26) We can see here the "freedom for the other" concept which has continued to command the attention of the 

contemporary mind at the end of the twentieth century. 
27) Timothy Merritt, The Christian's Manual, 93. 
28) Jeremy Boynton, Sanctification Practical, 11. 
29) Phoebe Palmer, Full Salvation: Its Doctrine and Duties (Reprinted, Salem, OH: Schmul Publishers, [1979]) p. 

68. Thus, the victory over sin was seen as necessary to living the positive life of liberty in response to the will of 
God-a freedom from sin and selfishness, but also a freedom for the other, for God and for humanity. 

30) However, not "sinless perfection." Here is the center of the controversy over perfectionism, and the point where 
many critics of the 191hCentury Wesleyan-Holiness position have misunderstood the language. 

31) The theology of entire sanctification in the Wesleyan-Holiness movement of the 191h Century has been extensively 
studied. See especially, Wesleyan Theological Journal, Vol. 13 (Spring 1978) entitled, The Development of 
WesleyanTheology: Allan Coppedge, "Entire Sanctification in Early American Methodism: 1812 (34 Donald W. 
Dayton, "The Doctrine of the Baptism of the Holy Spirit: Its Emergence and Significance" (114 John A. Knight, 
"John Fletcher's Influence on the Development of Wesleyan Theology in America" (13and Timothy L. Smith, 
"Foreword," in Charles Edward White, The Beauty of Holiness: Phoebe Palmer as Theologian, Revivalist, 
Feminist and Humanitarian(Grand Rapids: Francis Asbury Press, Zondervan Publishing House, 1986) pp. xiixiii. 
Timothy Smith 's reversal of his position, as confessed in his "Foreword," is itself remarkable, in that he admits that 
his own historiography had been less than adequate in the area of tracing the relationship between the 
Wesleyan-Holiness movement and the Wesleys. His implication is that the movement must no longer be seen as 
something new in American Methodism, but a call to return to true Methodist tradition in the doctrine of holiness. 

32) Nathan Bangs, The Errors of Hopkinsianism Detected and Refuted, in Six Letters to the Rev. S. Williston (New 
York: John C. Totten, 1815). 

33) Nathan Bangs, The Errors of Hopkinsianism, pp. 196, 198. 
34) William Thatcher, "A Sketch of the History and Present State of Methodism in Connecticut, " The Methodist 

Magazine Vol. V (1822, pp. 33-38) p. 36. 
35) William Thatcher, "A Sketch of ... Methodism in Connecticut," p. 36. 
36) Richard Treffry, "A Sermon on Christian Perfection," The Methodist Magazine Vol. V (1822, pp. 81-90, 121-131) p. 

89. 
37) Richard Treffry, "Sermon on Christian Perfection," p. 125. 
38) Richard Treffry, "Sermon on Christian Perfection," p. 126. Treffry's reference to the Holy Spirit draws upon 

classic Christian thought to saynot only that sanctification is the same as perfection in love, but that the Spirit of 
God is called Holy, " .. ·not only [because] he is essentially holy in himself, but [because] he produceth in us all the 
works and fruits of holiness .. ·" p. 124. 

39) Jesse T. Peck, The Central Idea of Christianity (New York: Carlton and Porter, 1856) p. 116. 
40) Even if we espouse other philosophies and techniques of healing, there will almost always be the concept of the 

removal of something: toxins, viruses, imbalance, etc. 
41) Richard Treffry, "Sermon on Christian Perfection," p. 89. 
42) John Lindsey, "Gospel Purity," The Methodist Magazine and Quarterly Review. Vol. XVII, New Series, Vol. VI 

[January] 1835 (New York: B. Waugh and T. Mason, for the Methodist Episcopal Church) p. 38. 
43) James Caughey (1810Arrows From My QuiverPointed with the Steel of Truth and Winged by Faith and Love (NY: 

W. C. Palmer, Jr., Publisher, 1867) pp. 89. 
44) James Caughey, Arrows From My Quiver, p. 90. 
45) Joseph Holdich (1804"The Doctrine of Human Depravity Considered in Connection with its Practical Results, " in 

Ebenezer Ireson, ed. The Methodist Preacher or Monthly Sermons from Living Ministers. Vols. I I I & IV. for 1832 
& 1833 (Boston: Kane & Co. 1833, pp. 97p. 106. See also, Richard Treffry, "Sermon on Christian Perfection," p. 89. 

46) Delos F. Brooks, What is the Carnal Mind? p. 59. 
4 7) Sometimes described as "maddening" by modern readers and students. 
48) Albert C. Outler, "An Introductory Comment" to John Wesley, Sermon 76, "On Perfection", Works, 3:70. 
49) Thomas C. Oden, Doctrinal Standards in the Wesleyan Tradition (Grand Rapids: Francis Asbury Press, Zondervan 

Pub. House, 1994), p. 37. Note Oden' s explanation of Wesley' s theological system, following the English tradition 
of doing theology in the context of the written sermon or homily, and then using the corpus of sermons as a doctrinal standard. 

50) "The Sermons, the Notes and the Hymns"were considered to be the doctrinal standards of Methodism. John 
Wesley, in his "Preface" to A Collection of Hymns for the use of the People called Methodists, labeled it "in effect a 
little body of experimental and practical divinity." Works, Bicentennial Edition (hereafter WJW), 7:74. 
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51) Charles Wesley, WJW7:passim; the last phrase is from "Be it according to thy word! " WJW7:352. We will 

sometimes double up the poetry lines, in the interest of space. 

52) John Wesley, Sermon 14 "The Repentance of Believers," 1.20, WJW, 1:346. 

53) John Wesley, Sermon 14 "The Repentance of Believers," II.1, WJW, 1:347. 

54) John Wesley, Sermon 14 "The Repentance of Believers," II.6, WJW, 1:350. 

55) John Wesley, Sermon 14 11The Repentance of Believers, 11 III.1, WJW, 1:350. The majority of comments I have 

reviewed on this passage focus either on the issue of the timing of entire sanctification or on Wesley ' s choice of 

terms. Almost no one comments on the strength of the medical or healing analogy, or on the extreme nature of the 

cure Wesley envisions. 

56) John Wesley, Sermon 57 "On the Fall of Man, 11 II.8, WJW, 2:410-11. 

57) "Strike with the hammer of thy word, I And break these hearts of stone. 11 Charles Wesley, "Come, O thou allLord ," 

WJW 7:181; 1866 ed. No. 82.3. 

58) Always to be understood as figurative in meaning. 

59) Cf. Charles Wesley, 11 Now, ev1n now, I yield, I yield, 11 WJW 7:578; 1866 ed. No. 402.13 also, '' My God! I know, I 

feel thee mine," WJW7:518; 1866 No. 402.13. 

60) John Wesley, "O thou, to whose allsight," WJW 7:486; 1866 ed. No. 330. 

61) Charles Wesley, '1Let the redeemed give thanks and praise," WJW 7:229; 1866 No. 119.3, 4 (Altered to "mountain 

sin" in the M.E. Hymnal of 1849; returns to "mountain sins" in the 1878 ed. of the Hymnal). 

62) Charles Wesley, "Come, 0 my God, the promise seal," WJW7:581; 1866 No. 405.1-8. 

63) Charles' own expression, synonymous with "entire sanctification." Note the frequency with which later 

Wesleyan-Holiness writers also interchanged these expressions. 

64) "Take away our power of sinning11 (line 5 of the original second stanza of Charles Wesley1s hymn '1Love divine, all 

loves excelling11
), omitted in the 1780 Collection by the deletion of the entire second stanza. The stanza appears 

with the alteration, "Take away our bent to sinning," in the Methodist Pocket Hymn Book of 1790, the Hymnal of the 

Methodist Episcopal Church, with Tunes, 1878, and in many twentieth century hymnals, including The United 

Methodist Hymnal, 1989. In this form it has been treasured and quoted by Holiness people for many years. 

65) Many of Wesley1s analogies are manifestly biblical allusions or quotations. 

66) John Ernest Rattenbury, The Evangelical Doctrines of Charles Wesley's Hymns (London: The Epworth Press, 1941) 

p. 89. 
67) John R. Tyson, Charles Wesley on Sanctification: A Biographical and Theological Study (Grand Rapids: Francis 

Asbury Press, Zondervan Pub. House, 1986) pp. 22. 

68) Frank Baker, Charles Wesley's Verse, 20. 

69) John R. Tyson, Charles Wesley on Sanctification, p. 23. We note the frequency of the use of the hymns by John 

Wesley and his later followers. It is truly striking. The hymns as an integral part of the corpus of doctrinal 

standards are even included by a few Holiness authors as the clinching argument in illustrating, concluding or 

summarizing a doctrinal point. 

70) Charles Wesley, "Wrestling Jacob" , WJW 7:252; 1866, No. 441 , lines 55-58. Note the editors' comment regarding 

John' s "obituary tribute to his brother:'1 11
' His least praise was his talent for poetry; although Dr. Watts did not 

scruple to say that that single poem, "Wrestling Jacob", was worth all the verses he himself had written ' 11 (WJW 

7:250, footnote). 
71) The section heading in the collection of hymns. Many of those hymns in the American 1866 edition of the 

Methodist Hymnal were placed under the heading "Entire Sanctification. 11 

72) Charles Wesley, "Saviour of the sin-sick soul, 11 WJW, 7:560; 1866.No. 542, lines 1-2. The subheading in WJW is 

"For Believers Brought to the Birth," comes after 11 For Believers Groaning for Full Redemption." That is to say, 

believers are now brought to the decision of entering into heart holiness. There is a previous section entitled 11For 

Mourners Brought to the Birth." 

73) Charles Wesley, "O come, and dwell in me" WJW, 7:525; 1866 No. 217, lines 5-8. 

74) Charles Wesley, "What! Never speak one evil word! 11 WJW, 7:520; 1866 No. 542. 

75) Charles Wesley, "Deepen the wound thy hands have made11 WJW, 7:528; 1866, No. 544.. Note the allusions to Job 

5:18; Hebrews 4:12; Psalms 119:96 and 32; and Ephesians 3:18-19. 

76) Today, they would be called 11 seekers11
• 

77) In today' s English: 11 lack 11 or 11 need". 

78) Could this be an allusion to his own "Wrestling Jacob 11 ? 

79) Charles Wesley, "Wretched, helpless, and distressed, 11 WJW, 7:212; 1866 No. 408 (with all seven stanzas). 

80) Cf. John R. Tyson, Charles Wesley on Sanctification, passim. 

81) Cf. Roy S. Nicholson, 11The Holiness Emphasis in the Wesleys' Hymns, 11 WTJ 5.1:49-61. 

82) Daniel Steele, A Substitute for Holiness? or Antinomianism Revived (Manchester: Maurice Winterburn, n.d.; 

Wesleyan Heritage Publishers [Wesleyan Heritage Library on CD], 1998) p. 57. 

83) Charles Wesley, "My God, my God, on thee I call, 11 WJW 7:301; 1866 No. 177.58;. In the last phrase cited, rather 

than referring to justification, Charles was actually speaking of the totality of redemption. He also may have meant 

this as a jibe against those who preached only what God does for the sinner without including what God does in the 

human heart and life. 
84) John Wesley, Sermon 14 11The Repentance of Believers, 11 1.20; WJW 1:346emphasis his. 

85) John Wesley, Plain Account of Christian Perfection, p. 28; also Charles Wesley, "O Jesu, let thy dying cry," 

WJW7:489; No. 332.5: "Slay the dire root and seed of sin- .. 11 See also Daniel Steele, Gospel of the Comforter, p. 42: 

"Christ is rejected because He laysthe axe at the root sin, and kindles a consuming flame in the house of the 

worldl ing1s idols." 
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86) Cf. Robert E. Coleman, "Nothing to Do But to Save Souls" John Wesley ' s Charge to His Preachers, Foreword by 
Dennis F. Kinlaw (Grand Rapids: Francis Asbury Press of Zondervan Publishing House, 1990), passim. 

87) This is taken to be, in common with the desires of all Christians, the lowest sense in which the ten~s ~ay be 
understood. Wesleyan-Holiness authors, however, understood much more than a mere (unanswered) aspITation. 

88) For further study, see, Roy S. Nicholson, "The Holiness Emphasis in the Wesleys' Hymns," WTJ 
5 .1 :4961. Additionally, see the hymn: "Come, thou omniscient Son of man." Although it follows a different 
metaphor, it is an exceptional one, so we include it below, as Appendix A. 

89) Charles Wesley, "My God! I know, I feel thee mine," WJW 7:518; 1866 No. 351.21. 
90) Charles Wesley, "God of all power, and truth, and grace," WJW7:553; No. 380.13-16. 
91) The pneumatological dimension of theWesley's language cannot be justly addressed here. For more complete 

studies, see Timothy L. Smith, The Pentecost Hymns of John and Charles Wesley; and Lawrence W. Wood, 
Pentecostal Grace (Grand Rapids: Francis Asbury Press, Zondervan Publishing House, 1980), chapter VIII, pp. 
258ff. 

92) Charles Wesley, "My God! I know, I feel thee mine" WJW7:518; No. 351.34, 36. 
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