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Dear Al: 

Home Address: 60Q 7th Ave. N .. Apt. 301 
Edmonds. WA 98020-3087 

Leave it to you to draw out the relevant sub-themes of the general focus. They are all intriguing 
and challenging. I would love to be one of the presenters, but with the health uncertainties here in 
the home I probably had better not risk a commitment. 

I would be interested in several, but especially the first: "how will Wesleyan theology respond to 
the charge that all ideologies (including Christianity) are necessarily oppressive (totalizing)?" The 
facile answer is to say that ideologies are oppressive only to those who resent and resist their 
demands. They are not oppressive--don't even seem to be-to those who so thoroughly believe 
the ideology that they surrender fully to it and embrace enthusiastically its claims. 

Since Christianity is perhaps the most absolute in its claims and demands total surrender and 
obedience, it is seen as the most oppressive ideology of all, and quite logically becomes the object 
of angry opposition and hatred. 

The exclusiveness of Christianity deepens the unbeliever' s sense of oppression, and hence his 
offence. This is discussed helpfully by Jerry L. Walls in the June-July issue of First Things. 

The deeper question is whether any ideology, even Christianity, has a right to make all or nothing 
demands on the human spirit. Is it not inherently a violation of personal freedom, and thus 
stultifying to all personhood? Is the element of oppression really avoided even when the 
subjection is a willing, even eager, subjection? Is it not a subjection at the cost of freedom? And if 
freedom is gone, is not an indispensable element of man's nobility lost, and he becomes less than 
human, merely a pawn? 

The Christian answer is in the postulating of God as the primary factor in the equation. 
God is not an ideology but a Person, whose claims are inherently both absolute and righteous. 
All spirits are created by him and for him, and from him all faculties, powers, potentialities, and 
freedoms are derived- including the freedom to obey him or reject him. It follows that the 
highest freedom cannot be found outside of perfect conformity to his law and revealed will. 
Anything else is a pseudo freedom, intrinsically self-destructive. By a willing conformity all our 
personal powers are enabled to fulfill their destiny and find their true perfection. 

The freedom given to man in creation is the ability to choose which freedom and which bondage: 
the pseudo freedom collapsing into a total, abject and eternal bondage, or a willing "bondage" 
which proves to be an eternal enlargement? C.S.Lewis illustrates this in The Great Divorce, when 
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the filthy little lizard, finally surrendered, becomes the liberating steed. And so the Scripture: "But 
now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves to God, the benefit you reap is 
holiness, and the result is eternal life"(Rom. 6:22). 

It follows then that the "bondage" of Christianity is not a true oppression or in any sense a 
violation of the human spirit, but rather a deliverance from a very real and tragic slavery, indeed a 
recovery of man' s primal freedom. 

But back to the main line. It is to be hoped that all presenters will have an accurate concept of 
authentic "Wesleyanism." I know no better source for acquiring such an understanding than 
Kenneth J. Collins study The Scripture Way of Salvation: The Heart of John Wesley's Theoogy 
(Abingdon, 1997). 

Bon voyage on your journey toward March 5-6, 1999! 

Yoi("~ 

Richard S. Taylor 




