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Report of the Editor of the Wesleyan Theological Journal to the 
Executive Committee of the Wesleyan Theological Society, April 23, 1985. 

Mr. President and Colleagues: 

I atn glad to be able to report in person this year rather 

than as last year in absentia, because of my absence on sabbatical 

leave. The following matters are germane to the present state 

of the Journal. 

1. The copy for Volume 19, Number 2, Fall 1984 is now in the hands 

of the printers. The great delay is accounted for by two factors. 

First, by the time of the Annual Conference of November, 1984 

I had insufficient material to put a second number together. 

The appeal made there for contributions was relatively fruitful, 

but by the time it reached my hands I had been involved in a 

car accident, the effects of which reduced my capacity for work 

until well into the spring. At this point in time I can make 

no prediction as to when this number will appear. The 

printers themselves are in some difficulty, having lost a 

typesetter for whom they have as yet found no replacement, 

and it was only after careful consideration that they agreed 

to take on the job at all. They would make no promises 

regarding production time, except to say that they would do 

their best, and might be able to get it out before too long . 

It seemed best to me to accept this arrangement rather than 

seek another printer at this late hour. I may add that~ 

account of the shortage of material, Volume 19 Number 2 will 

be shorter than usual: I would guess between 80 and 90 pages 

rather than the more usual 110-120 pages. 
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2. Regarding Volume 20, Number 1, Spring 1985: in keeping with 

the directives of the last Executive Meeting, I am planning 

this as a celebration number, m{king both the 20th Anniversary 

of the Society and the 200th Anni~i of American Methodism. 

Thus far I have received copies of only 50% of the material 

delivered at the Atlan'"ta Conference. I hope to contact 

contributors in the next weeks, to remind them of their 

responsibilities. Even so I cannot begin active work on Volume 

20, Number 1 until Volume 19, Number 2 is off the press. 

3. The prospects for Volume 20, Number 2 are, if anything, worse than 

they were for Volume 19, Number 2 at this time last year. At 

present I have only one article in hand, which reached me 

within the last week. I have some vague promises, but since 

they were made for Volume 19, Number 2 it is hazardous to set 

much store by them. It seems to me that we face two alternatives. 

It is possible that Volume 20, Number 1 will be above average 

in length. If such volunteer submissions as have come to hand 

were included, together with all book reviews available, it 

might be possible to publish it as a double number: a device 

that might be acceptable in view of the anniv~ aspect. The 

alternative is to sit it out in the hope that enough material 

will come in to produce a second number, even if on a smaller 

scale. I f last year's experience is any guide, this will very 

probably be late, though hopefully not as late as Volume 19, 

Number 2. I am anxious to have the committee's judgment in 

this matter. 
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I am grateful to the society for its renewed commission to 

serve as· editor for a further term, and I shall do my best to 

discharge this responsibility faithfully. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Alex R. G. Deasley, 
Editor 


