
Job XXIII, 14 

“For God maketh my heart soft and the almighty troubleth me”___ 

 Man as a social being and ^ a moral agent has been wisely constituted for the exercise of natural 
affection and moral sensibility By the first XXX XXX  former he is XXXX prepared to sympathise with xxxx 
his fellow creatures xxx to alleviate the miseries^ of mankind XXXXXXXXXbut the duties of his relative 
position in society 

By the latter XXXX, the unrenewed man is awakened to a sense of his danger, the mourner in Zion is 
bowed down with penitential grief and the Christian believer is prepare for the consolation of religion in 
this present world and for a more exquisite state of happenings in the kingdom of heaven God 

XXX XXXX^sense of his temporal calamities, his moral condition, and the deep concerns which he felt in 
regard to his future destiny. 

His afflictions had softened his hear & excite his moral feelings, while the dark mysterious dispensations 
of divine Providence, had rendered his future prospect exceedingly gloomy and distressing.  Hence he 
exceedingly gloomy and distressing.  Hence he exclaims”For god maketh my heart soft and the Almighty 
troubleth me 

This subject  will lead me to consider, what is the nature of moral sensibility and the means by which it 
is brought into exercise providence brought into exercise. 

I. What is implied by tenderness of heart. We shall dismiss this part of the subject with a very few 
remarks. 

1.^By this is sometimes meant tenderness of hear in the first place ^ influence dignifies 
implies  a constitutional adaptation to the exercise of acute sensibility.  In this respect it 
may exist without the influences of religion, and is frequently displayed by the benighted 
heathen as well as the Christian believer. 
2. Tenderness of heart ^also in the second place refers to the exquisite emotions which we 
realize under the afflictive dispensations of divine providence and the effect of this kind of 
softening is either transient, fatal, or salutary.  By the sadness of the countenance the heart 
is frequently XXXX made better, but it sometimes happens that ^afflicted persons soon 
forget their trouble   ? sink in despair and put an end to their existence. 
3. Tenderness of heart, in the last place: implies the exercise of those moral feelings which 
we profess as subjects of God’s moral government, capable of holding intercourse with him 
in the present world and of expecting reward or punishment from him hereafter. With 
these remarks we shall dismiss this part of our subject_ 

II.  We shall now proceed to consider the means by which the heart is softened made soft in the 
threefold sense just dXXXX described.  



1. A constitutional adaptation tenderness of heart is implanted in our nature by the almighty and 
the author of existence_as the maker of our bodies the preserverof our lives, and the Father 

 


