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WORK of the EDITOR and EDITORIAL COMMITIEE 

Wesleyan Theological Society. 1993-1994 

The Editorial Committee of the Wesleyan Theological Society met at the 
Editor's call on December 14, 1993 (telephone conference call) and January 7, 
1994 (all-day in Indianapolis). Members are Barry Callen, David Bundy, and 
William Faupel. Because of ( 1) the new editorship of Barry Callen (elected 
November, 1993), (2) the circumstance of the Iournal not being up-to-date in 
its releases, and (3) the Editor's desire to increase the activity and involvement 
of the committee, extensive review has been undertaken of a wide range of 
issues related to the Touma}. Following is a summary of the results. They form 
the pattern of assumptions, policies, and procedures by which the Editor now 
is operating. Response from the Society's membership is welcomed, of course. 
The whole purpose is to serve effectively the general mission of the Society 
through the specific mission of the Journal. 

I. Editorial Committee 

The current Bylaw statement of the Society concerning the Editorial 
Committee (IX:2) was reviewed and found adequately clear and workable. 
There is committee consensus that, in accord with this Bylaw and the desire of 
the committee members, operationally: 

The Editor will assume responsibility for consulting with the Editorial 
committee on editorial policies, publishing arrangements, and the 
specific contents of each issue of the Iournal. Given such consultation, 
the Editor retains the right of final decision when consensus does not 
exist. The Editor functions as committee chair. Beyond the role of 
consultation, committee members fulfill special assignments related to 
the Journal as may be needed and agreed mutually, under the 
coordination of the Editor, and with the concurrence of the Society's 
Executive Committee when appropriate.* 

II. Iournal Format Features 

1. Regular Inclusions. Each Iournal issue should carry ( 1) the 
presentation of current Society officers (inside front cover), ( 2) Society 
membership application, and ( 3) these informational statements: 

* An example was the early desire of the Editor to highlight book reviews in 
the Journal and to appoint David Bundy "book review editor." David was 
willing to serve in this way, but concurrence of the Executive Committee was 
thought appropriate for such a new, non-elected role and naming. 



a. Viewpoints expressed do not necessarily represent those of the 
Wesleyan Theological Society or the Editor. 

b. While all reasonable editorial care is taken, finally the 
originality and accuracy of the content and source citations of the 
articles is the responsibility of the respective authors. 
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c. Manuscripts proposed for future publication in the Journal should be 
sent to Barry L. Callen, Editor, cl o Anderson University, East Fifth Street, 
Anderson, Indiana 46012. They should be in hard copy and on 3 1/2 
inch computer disk (Apple Mac. or DOS). Any desired return should 
indude a second copy and a stamped, self-addressed envelope. A style 
guide for contributors will be sent on request. Proposed book reviews 
should be sent to David Bundy, c/o Christian Theological Seminary, 
Indianapolis, Indiana. 

d. Wesleyan Theological Society membership applications and dues, or 
requests for Society bylaws, doctrinal statement, or Journal back issues, 
should be directed to William Kostlevy, cl o B. L. Fisher library, Asbury 
Theological Seminary, Wilmore, Kentucky 403 90. 

2. Doctrinal Statement. Bylaws. Full presentation of the Society's 
doctrinal statement and bylaws do not always need to appear in the Journal. 
The former's regular inclusion gives the appearance of a doctrinaire body 
(and the statement no longer must be affirmed formally for Society 
membership). The latter's regular inclusion appears very bureaucratic in an 
academic journal, takes considerable space, and is of little practical use since 
journals are not usually in hand at Society business meetings when bylaws are 
needed. Bylaws might be published in the Journal when newly revised and 
probably should be made available, along with the doctrinal statement, as a 
separate publication to be distributed to new members, on request, and at 
Society business meetings. 

3. Front Cover. The front cover of the Journal should feature 
Wesleyan Theological Journal. not including the subtitle "Bulletin of the 
Wesleyan Theological Society" (which occasionally has been cited in error as 
an alternate name of the Journal). The front cover probably should carry 
only the name, issue number, date, and WTS logo. The issue contents should 
appear inside as a title page. The ISBN number goes on the inside, not on the 
cover. 

4. Author Identifications. Rather than one page of contributor 
identifications, each should be listed at the bottom of the title page of the 
appropriate article. At the top of the title of each article should be the journal 
name, issue number, date, and pages of the article. This allows a xeroxing of 
an article to carry full information. 

5. Editorial Foreword. Issue Themes. An editorial foreword to an 
issue can be helpful if key information needs shared with the reader. For 
instance, a theme may need introduced to clarify how it has guided the 
selection and sequencing of an issue's material. Such forewords and themes, 
however, are not necessary features of each Journal issue. 
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adjustments made at year's end. 

Compensation is not provided to writers of Journal materials. However, 
as a routine professional courtesy, it is the recommendation of the Editor and 
Editorial Committee that the Society mail to each article writer five 
complimentary copies of the appropriate Ioumaj issue, with two copies sent to 
each book reviewer. 

VI. Publishing Schedule 

A transitional plan was worked out by the Editor with Dr. Paul Bassett, 
previous Editor, for the completion and publishing of the late Journal issues 
(vol. 27, numbers 1 and 2 combined and vol. 28, numbers 1 and 2 combined). 
These issues of the Journal should reach subscribers about April 15 and July 
15, 1994. The Editor concurred with the counsel of the Editorial Committee that, 
in view of the materials in hand and the current budget status of the Society, 
volume 29 also should combine numbers 1 and 2, to reach subscribers about 
November 1, 1994 (containing primarily a selection of the 22 papers presented 
at the 1993 annual meeting, see below). Probably volume 30 will return to the 
earlier pattern of two separate numbers, assuming the availability of 
appropriate materials and adequate budget. 

VII. Annual Calendar. Writer Guidance, Notification 

The intent is to follow this calendar: 

1. Paper proposals to program chair by March 3 1. 
2. Notice of acceptance to writers by April 30. 
3. With the April 30 notice from program chair, include: 

a. Style sheet. 
b. Instruction that: 

--authors responsible for the accuracy and adequacy of all 
source citations, general adherence to the style 
sheet, and originality of material presented 

-paper to program chair by Sept. 15 to print for annual 
meeting 

--paper presented at annual meeting not guarantee it will 
be in Iournal 

--at the annual meeting writers submit to the Editor copies 
of their papers in hard copy and on computer disk 
(3 1/2 inch, Apple Mac or convertible to Apple) 

--following the annual meeting, authors have until Dec. 15 
to have in Editor's hands (hard copy and computer 
disk) any desired revisions 

--following consultation with the Editorial Committee and 
Book Review Editor, the Editor will determine the 
papers and book reviews to be included in the 
Journal and communicate decisions to all writers by 
about March 1, following the Nov. annual meeting 
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6. Book Reviews. The regular reviewing of significant new books is 
considered an important function of the Journal. The Editorial Committee 
recommended that a "Book Review Editor" be named and concurred in the 
Editor's subsequent naming of Dr. David Bundy (faculty member, Christian 
Theological Seminary, Indianapolis), subject to the concurrence of the 
Society's Executive Committee. Dr. Bundy agreed to serve and to develop 
policies and procedures for book reviewing, presenting them for the review 
and approval of the Editor and Editorial Committee. 

III. Editorial Policies 

1. Standardization. Value is seen in a general standardization of 
source citations appearing in all articles of a Journal issue. A brief writer's 
guide to expected style usage should be developed and provided to article 
writers (along with computer format guidance). It should include a 
standardization of citations of the several collections of the works of John 
Wesley. 

2. Editing Limits. The Editor should limit the editing of articles 
accepted for publication to routine copy editing. Any perceived necessity of 
material reorganization, shortening, significant rewording, etc., should be 
placed back in the writer's hands with instructions and a deadline. 

3. Responsibility. Writers are responsible for the accuracy of article 
source citations and originality of the content of their articles (the Iournal 
will state this assumption in each issue). 

4. Previously Published Material. Normally material previously 
published is not considered for use in the Iournal. 

IV. Indexing of Journal Materials 

The current indexing with Religious Index One: Periodicals (ATLA) is 
judged adequate. The Society's last in-house indexing effort was in 1990. The 
Editorial Committee recommends that the Society authorize such an effort 
every ten years. Specifically, the Society is requested to authorize an indexing 
to be done in the year 2,000 (all Iournal issues from the beginning, by subject 
and author), asking ATLA if it could accomplish this task from its own 
computer data base. The publishing of this major index could be in the Journal 
or separately. 

V. Expenses and Courtesy 

The Editorial Committee requested that the Society remit to Anderson 
University $150 to cover phone and postage costs of the Editor, with these costs 
processed for convenience through the daily operations of the campus. An 
accounting of such expenses should be kept by the Editor and appropriate 
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VIIL Criteria for Selecting Journal Contents 

The Editorial Committee discussed and was in agreement that materials 
accepted for publishing in the Journal should evidence such minimal qualities 
as ( 1) originality, (2) clear thesis and logic of organization and argument, (3) 
importance of subject, ( 4) evident competence of subject's handling, (5) 
appropriateness for this particular journal (typically material distinctively 
from or especially relevant to the Wesleyan theological tradition), and ( 6) well 
documented (preference for original as opposed to heavy reliance on 
secondary sources). 

IX. Consultation on Contents of Volume 29:1-2 · 

The above criteria for selection of Iournal contents were applied as the 
Editor and Editorial Committee reviewed (first separately as individual 
members and then together as a committee) the twenty-two papers presented 
at the 1993 annual meeting. Consensus was reached on eight papers that would 
constitute the bulk of the 29:1-2 issue (plus book reviews). The Editor's 
procedure, given this consensus of article selections, was to inform the 1993 
program chair and seek any critique, then to inform all writers of the 
decisions. 

X. Future Meetings of the Editorial Committee 

It is agreed that the Editorial Committee should maintain its newly 
enhanced role as an active and meaningful entity of the Society, being on call 
by the Editor, having at least one face-to-face meeting per year to review and 
consult with the Editor on the contents of the Journal for the year ahead, as 
well as on editorial policies and procedures. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Barry L. Callen, Editor 
Wesleyan Theological Journal 

November, 1994 


