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Concerning the Cover - Editor 

The year 1952 is fast drawing to a close, and in fact by the 

time this issue is published it will have taken its place in 

history. Our capable and well-known artist, Bob Blake offers 

us a very timely cover page with which to begin our new year. 

We see the old Year, its candle burned out, slowly disappearing, 

while the infant touches the match to the full sized taper which 

symbolizes the New Year. 

As we enter the New Year; we should remember the achievements of 

the old and forgetting the disappointments, look ahead to a 
future filled with opportunity. 

HAPPY NEW YEAR - EVERYONE!! 

George Matt his Class Attendance Report - Elizabeth Morris 

We feel that the George Matthis Class has an excellent attendance 

record, but when we are inclined to npoint with priden we 
realize that an occasional noff Sundayn pulls down our average 

and presents a problem to our faithful leaders. If it were to 

be announced that January would be the only month in 1953 that 

we might attend the George Matthis Class, consider with what 

loyalty we would flock to fill our seats every Sunday, with 
what earnestness we would listen to the teaching of GodTs word, 

with what Zeal we would proclaim the benefit of the Class to us, 

and with what vigor we would prot est the removal of our privilege. 

Opportunity is ours. Let us grasp it eagerly with grateful 

hearts. 

George Matthis Class Welcomes New Iviembers - Sara Harrison 

We do not have any new members to report at this time. We 

welcome back to our class A. H. and Mayme Hampton. We have 

been missing them; and are happy to have them back with us. 
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George Matthis Class Enj?ys__Qi:.r_i.stmas Party - Sarah & Ed Dula 

The George Matthis Class had its 2nnual Christmas party on 

Friday night, December 19th at 7:JO. Each member of the class 

brought decorations for the Christmas tree, and the class spent 

the first hour of the party decorating the tree. If we do say 

so ourselves, it looked very pretty, Several of the more 

entrepid members of the class did a balancing act on the step

ladder to decorate the top of the tree, and it seems that ± 
heard brother P . P. P. in the background trying to sell so~e 

short-term accident policies. We're sorry we didn't get the 

names of the ones who did most of the decorating, but they 

really did a good job, and we're sure the rest of the class 

appreciated it as much as we did. 

Marian Kimes and her committee in charge of refreshments served 

the class with punch and all the fixins~ •• and did you get a 

taste of those cheese what's-its? They were really out of this 

world. We ou~ht to give these girls a big hand: Marian~ Sara 

Harrison, Kay Bell, Dot Colvin, and Yvonne Crumpacker. (live 

wonder if Paul gets food like that at home.) 

After the crowd cleaned the food off the table we gathered at 

the other end of the room, and with Frances Jarman as ' M. C. 

presents from the class were given out. Our Secretary, Bara 

Harrison, was presented a large bunch of roses; Mr . Carden, the 

Church Sexton was given a sweater; Paul Kimes received a sport 

shirt; a potted poinEtta went to our Pastor, Rev. Wn . C. Bennett; 

and last but not least, our fair-haired boy, our sweety--pie, 

our Teacher, Forrest C~llahan got one of the new Revised Standard 

Bibles as his presert. I think he worked hard enough to get two, 

don't you? ----and we loi.-e him. 

We want to thank our ~ld Reliabl~' Bob Blake for the nice 

invitations he prepared for the party-

After the presents were given out~ Christmas Carol books 

supplied by P. P. Phillips wsre p~ssed around and we sang several 

carols. Agnes Skillen and Paul Kimes entertained us with a song 

that was new to us -- although we joined in on the chorus - and 

a good time was had by all. 

If any of the ones who helped make this such a nice party were 

not mentioned we're so sorry----and if you missed this swell 

party, you should be sorry too. 

Come to the next one, won't you? 
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George Matthis Class Conducts C?unty Home Service - Ken Compton 

On Sunday, December 21, the George Matthis Class held its 
third annual Christmas Sunday School meeting at the County 
Home on Roxboro Road. A gratifying large portion of the 
Class were present, and it wa s a great pleasure to see the 
folks out there again, some of whom are beginning to seem 
like old friends. 

A program that consisted of Christmas Carols led by Paul 
Rimes, prayer by Bill McLeod, and a most timely Sunday 
School lesson by Forrest Callahan was offered. At the 
conclusion of the pro gram Frank Jarman, although protesting 
that his loss of weight should have eliminated him from the 
job} played Santa Claus and presented each inmate with a 
brand new dollar bill as a present from the class. 

News From Hallie Pope Class - Docie H. I11cilwain 

One of the most beautiful parties of th~ Christmas season 
was given for the Hallie ~ope Bible Class by Mrs. L. D. 
Kirkland and Mrs. Oscar Bowden at Mrs. Kirkland's home on 
Hermitage Court. 

The living room was made into a veritable fairyland with 
bells, reindeer, small Christmas trees and curtains feestooned 
with garlands of tinsel. 

Mrs. Luther Barbour, former teacher and loved by every member, 
opened the meetin~ with a prayer so earnest that, as someone 
in the room said , nwe felt as if God were present.IT Mrs. 
Barber was presented with a gift by the Class - this being 
her birthday. 

There were 34 members and guests present and with much gayety 
the members exchanged gifts. Apparently, everyone was delighted 
with her gift. Some we~e small and fill e d with love, and some 
were large and filled with ~ore lov. One member received a 
lovely mauve rug. 

After gifts were admired, the dining room doors swung open, and 
there were many oh'sn and nAh'sn at the sight of the table 
dressed in the Christmas Motif. The cloth printed with 
poinsettias with napkins to match was centered with a lovely 
piece in white and silver. Refreshments, consisting of Russin 
Tea, dainty sandwiches, cheese biscuits, candied orange peel, 
divinity and chocolate fudge, nuts and snow balls, all of 
which were so tasty as they were attractive, were served. 

Soon it was time to say "Goodnight 11 with many a "thank you", 
and "It was a lovely party." 



From the Minister: Wm .Crompton Bennett 

THE NEW YEAR lies just ahead. In it lie. many oppertunitiea 
for us as a Church. Our tomorrows are built on our yesterdays, 
and as a congregation of Christ we have much for which to be 
thankful in looking back. 

Over the past four years, a good many things have been 
done to improve •ur physical plant and make it more useful: a 
parking lot with flood.light·s.:-:waterproofing and re-plastering the 
front of the Sanctuary building ••• new gutters and roof repairs ••• 
painting the outside of the old building ••• repairing the stained 
glass windows ••• a new pulpit ••• new pulpit chairs ••• an electric 
sign for announcements ••• a large literature rack ••• an electric 
stove, refrigerator, and hot water heater ••• one·-half of the 
basement completely remodeled •• • the first unit of ~mr new education 
building, including an adequate church office and, for the first 
time, a minister's study, a jw1ior chapel, a parlor; and new 
rooms for the entire Church School up through the senior department 
••• many new furnishin8s, draperies, rugs ••• and many othersthings 
we· havn 1t mentioned, like new china and silverware for the kitchen, 
an extra typewriter, two extra telephones andonandon •• 1 
We are thankful for aJ.1 of this, and we think it pleases God, if 
we use it to the very fullest to serve him during the coming year, 
if we do not take pride in it but feel gratitude to God for it. 

We are !!.12!~ g_r~ t~fill for 2~.h.£! things, however• 
For the mothers and fathers who have brought their children to be 
baptised ••• for the young couples who have been ma.rried from the 
Church ••• for the boys and girls who have united with the Church ••• 
for adults who have made their profesf;;ion of faith in Jesus Christ 
and been baptised ••• for those who have come here from other places 
to worship and serve their God ••• for our three fine young men whe 
have entered the Christian ministry, •• for the excellent attendance 
upon the Sunday Church School, the Morning and Special Services, the 
Mid-VJ eek Service, and all the other activities of the congregation ••• 
for the way we have all worked together ••• cooperated ••• for everything 
that has strengthened the b~nds of Christian friendship between us 
and so strengthened our work for Christ •• ,for every Christ-like 
grace that has been shown by every man, woman and child ••• for the 
good we have been able to accomplish by sharing with others, with 
little children, the aged , with schools and colleges of the Church, 
with missionariea, with the work of Christ in many different ways 
throughout cur Southland and our nation aswe brought our offerings 
to the Sanctuary. For whatever we have been able to go for the 
glory of God in Christ by his own help ••• for that, we give thanks. 

Surely, when we look back, we know we have not been 
perfect. Dut we do feel that the foundation we have laid is, by 
and large, a good one on which to build an even better NEW YEAR. 
We all need to work harder to bring in new members ••• how many have 
you brought to Christ or even to tlrn Church in the past four years? 
We need to do more for others ••• and increase our benevolence giving, 
We need more emphasis on the grace that God alone can give and less 
on the worldly aspects of the Church 1 s life. We ne.ed more families 
ha V('ing family devotions to undergird the strength and purity of 
family life. The minister and all officers and leaders need to 
reconsecrate themselves to a better service. We cannot buy and we 
cannot build the Kingdom of God. It is God's gift. Hore than anything 
on this earth ••• that is what we most need for the coming yeart 
May God grant to us ••• as individuals before his judgement ••• as families 
and as a Church, a stronger faith, a surer hope, and a love unfailing! 
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Report From George Watts Class - Fuller Walker 

We of the George Watts Class continue to enjoy a period of 

real Christian teaching during our regular Sunday School 
session. Our staff of teachers keeps us supplied with food 

for thought each Sunday. We have learned that not only can 

we be supplied with Godts word on Sunday, but we can also 
enjoy a period of Christian fellowship during our Sunday 

Coffee Hour. Come on dovm, fellows, you will find a hearty 
welcome awaiting you. 

News From Youn2: Adult Class - Betty Parks 

Our enrollment goal was 
organized in September. 
are twenty-nine members 
of them are teaching in 
Our newest additions to 
Harry Markley . 

set for thirty by Christmas when we 
Well, we almost made it! To date there 

of the Young Adults Class, though some 
other departments of thr Church School. 
the class are Fairfax Montague and 

Class projects for the month included new sigus on the Vestibule 

Doors bearing the name of the class and a Christmas collection 

of food and money. 

Orchids from the entire group to Larry Noble, Class Treasurer, 

who has recently passed his preliminary exams for a Ph.D. in 

political science. 

From the Women of the Church - Mrs. C. C. White, Jr. 

The General Meeting of the Women of Trinity Avenue Presbyterian 

Church met in t~e Ladies Parlor Monday, December Sth. at 3:00 

P.M. with 2S members present. 

Mrs. A. L. Foster, President, presided. The Devotional Message 

was given by Mrso Robert King , after which the members joined 

in singing nJoy To The World." 

Mrs. Dan Carr reported that C939 .52 had been collected to date 

from the Bazaar which was held November 21st. from 3 :00 P . 1.1I. to 

7:30 P.Mo in the Educational Building. 

Mrs. Ernest Harrison, Chairman of Annuities and Relief intro

duced Rev . \·Jm o C. B2nnett, \'llho gave an interesting talk and 

made a plea for a generous cont ribution to the retired 
ministers, aft er whicr1 the "Joy Gift n envelopes were collected, 

following a Solo HThe Precious Giftf? by Mrs . H. L. Noell. 
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From the Sunday School Superentendent - Preson P. Phillips 

The Book of Church Order of the Presbyterian Church states quite 
definitely that if you are a member of the church - you are a 
member of the Church School -if you do not attend, then you are 
nplaying Hooky 11 • The church believes that you should sta rt 
st~dying the Word of God from infancy - and that you never get 
too old to learn how you can make your life more useful to Jesus 
Christ - who has saved you from your sins. 

It is especially desirable that all adult members of the Church 
attend Church School - first - because adults must know the Bible 
to know the plan of Salvation - and they must know this plan in 
order to claim that place in HPaven promised to all true children 
of God - second - this group includes all of the parents of the 
Church - and when their children were baptised they promised to 
raise them in the 11 nature and admonition of the Lordn - how can 
they possibly do this - and give thes e children proper instruction 
in the Word of God - when they a re not familia r with it themselves. 
Third - the t eachers and officers in oth e r departments of the 
Church School must come from this adult department - and how can 
they undertake to instruct others unless they themselves are born
again Christians and know the Love of God and the plan of Salvation 
themselves. The entire adult department should be a training 
school for teachers and for missionaries - a church that does not 
train leaders will never grow. 

The Adult Department of Trinity Avenue Fresbyterian Church is 
growing - but it should not be satisfied until every adult member 
of the Church is attending Church School. 

The very conscientious and capable J uperintendent of this depart
ment is Dr. Henry C. Carr. Henry to most of the members of the 
Church. Henry was born in Duplin County, North Carolina - the 
date - his wife did not think important. He joined the Rockfish 
Presbyterian Church in Duplin County when he was 12 years old. 
He was educated at Pineland Junior College and graduated from 
Southern Dental College at Atlanta, Ga., in 1915, and came to 
Durham the following year and opened up his office - but had to 
spend the years 1917 and 1918 in the Army along with many of his 
friends. He joined the First Presbyterian Church in Durham when 
he first came to Durham, but tr&nsferred his membership to Trinity 
Avenue in 1923 - and was elect ed an Elder in the Church that year. 
He was married - again his wife did not give dates - to Iviary Lou 
Williams Carr - and he has two fine daughters - both married and 
living away from Durham. Last report received showed four grand 
children - all boys. Henry taught an intermediate class of boys 
for two vears - and was Genera l Superintendent of the Sunday 
Shhool s~ven vears. He thinks he has been Superintendent of the 
Adult Department now for eleven years. 

Just for the information of some of the newer members - Henry -
in addition to being an excellent Dentist - has a chain of Moving Pi 
Picture Theaters - and two herd of Dairy Cows. VJhen you do not 
find him visiting a sick friend, you are apt to find him hovering 
over a sick cow out at Guernsdale Dairy Farm. His hobby - Cows 
and calves. 
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News of the Departments - Elaine Callahan 

The month of December ha s beer an interesting and busy one in 
the Children's Departments of the Church School, with the 
Christmas theme, of course, taking a prominent part. The 
following are reports from various teachers and workers in the departments. 

Nursery: 

The children in the Nursery Department have been busy this 
month singing Christmas Car~ls, learning little prayers, and 
playing with th eir toys. Mrs. E~beau reports that they are 
enjoyine; quite a few new toys, and that a ttendance has been good. 

Beginners: 

Attendance in the Beginner ~epartment for December has been good. 
The youngsters are s t ill stlldying the theme "We Thank God", 
with this theme in mind they have l earned that God cares for 
everyone. They have studied the Ch~istmas story and realize 
that the gift of the Baby Jesus is the best Christmas present 
anyone could ever receive. 

Primary Department: 

On Sunday, December 21, the Primary Department presented a 
Christmas program in the department with each grade represented. 
After the program, a party was teld at which time refreshments 
were served. At the end of the month a poster was presented 
to each child, which showed by the numL,er of figures on the 
poster the number of Sundays the particular c~ild had been 
present for Sunday School during the quarter. Attendance has 
been good during December. 

Junior Department: 

Everyone in the Junior Department has taken part in the World 
Wide Reading of the Scriptures during the season between 
Thanksgiving and Christmas. These readings are listed by the 
American Bible Society. 

The Boys and Girls of the Junior Department have been studying 
the 0 Story of trJ.e Biblen, and of course during this month have 
paid particular attention to the Christmas Story. 

Pioneer Department: 

The Pioneers are still enjoying excellent attendance. Even 
though they had to be separated on account of such good attendancE 
they still enjoy getting together for their openin~ and closing 
exercises, with Carol Kimes doing a wonderful job as pianist. 
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Young People; 

The Young People have enjoyed a very active Christmas Season. 

Their progressive Dinner party held on December 22nd was a 
complete success. The first course of this dinner was served 

at the home of Russell Barringer, Jr. Main course at Al 
Hassell's home, and from there the party finished off with 

dessert at the home of Helen Jane Bowden. 

Attendance continues to be good, but there is always room 
for one more in the Young People 1 s Departoent. 

News Items - Editor 

l. Mrs. Swannie Lloyd, and son James, are spendi~g a few 
days in Washington visiting Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Lloyd. 
Kenneth, the older of the two boys finished at Duke University 

School of Engineering in June and is now connected with the 

Naval Ordinance Laboratory in Washington . 

2. Clara Hobbs continues to be rather ill at her home. She 

has been suffering from bursitis. Hurry back, Clara. 

3. Our Choir Director, Agnes Skillen , has been entertaining 

her parents from Pennsylvania over the holidays . 

4. Harry Boyd, now of Charlotte, and at least two of his 
many sons, were visitors on December 21, but we did not see 
his wife, 1tBobbie 11 to us. Get all tl1e family together and 

come again soon, Harry. 

5. Mr. Carlton A. Andrews, Sr, now of Richmond , Va. has been 

a recent visitor at Churc~. For some~ime now it has been good 

to have him with us, at least once a month. 

6. Mr. Robert G. (Bob) Carr has been ill for sometime with 

a digestive disorder, but we are happy to report that he is 

now able to be up and about. 

7 l'IT E R H. . 3 '"' '.J, . 1..-. +> '.._ f th +' Ed 
• dr. . .• iggins, r. or .1.\.1l"t;.11er.i.ora0on, a l..er 0..1.. 

Hi~gins, has been visiting Ed and Helen during the holidays . 

Mr. Higgins is always a welcome guest. 

8. Mrs. Ken Cos tick (I~argaret Kirkland) of Chicago, daughter 

of I'Jirs. L. J. Kirkland and sister of E1mna iviiller and Ruby 

Clair Barnes, has been visiting relatives in Durham for the 

past two weeks. 

9. Bill Kirkland of Richmond, Va., son of Mr . O. D. Kirkland 

was a recent visitor at the Church . Bill usually ~ets home 

about once a month. 

10. Dallas Pickard has been spending the holiday season with 

his mother, Mrs. Dallas Pickard , while on holiday leave from 

hi s studies at t he U. S . Naval Academy , Annapolis, Md . 

' ' 
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11. Elaine, Patricia and Forrest Callahan spent Christmas Eve 
at Bethania, N. c. visiting Elaine's parents, Mr. and Mrs. W. T. 
Strupe. While there they participated in the Moravian Christmas 
Lovefeast Service . 

12. Joe and Kay Bell and family spent December 28, in Warsaw, 
N. C. visiting Kay's father. 

13. Marian Kimes' mother, Mrs. M. E. Stephens, of Chattanooga, 
Tenn., is visiting with Faul and Marian during the holiday season. 

14. We H8re pleased to hdve Robert White , son of Mr. and Mrs. 
J. I. \;vbite, to assist in the Morning Service on December 28. 
Robert completes his education for the ministry this year. 

15. Mr . and Mrs. John Sorrell of Ohio were recent visitors. Mrs. 
Sorrell ~s a sister of Helen Bell and ~rs. Sorrell is a familiar 
figure in Durham having been a member of the Blacknall Memorial 
Presbyterian Church , here since boyhood. 

Report on Progress of Youth ~ellowship - Paul Kimes 

The following have memorized a~d said the Apostle's Creed: 

Doris Petrea 
Rebecca Petrea 
Sunelda Bersebock 
Betty Martin 
Donna Kimes 
David Simpson 

This is a good percentage considering the short time the children 
have been studying. There are about lS members and all will know 
the Apostle's Creed in a few more weeks. Refreshments were 
served Sunday night the 7th of December. Betty Blanchard made 
cookies for us. Games and a lot of fun were the order of the 
night. 

Junior Youth Fellowship: Ann Ward 

For many weeks our boys and girls were in training as Santa 
helpers. The boys made lovely doll beds from cigar boxes. 
were many styles to delight any young lady's heart and each 

Claus 
There 
bed 

had a lovely bedspread or coverlet. The girls of the Youth 
Fellowship furnished each bed with a beautifully dressed doll 
that any young mother would love and cherish always. After weeks 
of labor, the reward came when each of Santa's helpers made his 
or her delivery. 

On Sunday night, December 14th, several cars, full of Juniors, 
made a trip to the North Carolina Cerebral Palsy Hospital. There 
the gifts of love and hardwork, were left to be given to the 
children ~n the hospital. (continued next page) 
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Junior Youth Fellowship (contd. from page 9) 

We were thanked on behalf of the little folk, and invited to 
return for a longer visit. 

With a wonderful feeling of having spread a little sunshine 
to someone not as fortunate as ourselves, we all returned to the 
church. 

There everyone was entertained with games and refreshments. 

Chuckle Box - Editor 

In looki~g over our definitions seldom, if ever, £ound in a 
dictionary, we find the following ~ ··•3 

Democracy - a state of mind in which every man is as good as 
every other man, provided he really is. 

Detour - The roughest distance between two points. 

Devil - The one who always pays his debts in counterfeit money. 

Diamonds - Chunks of coal that have stuck to their jobs. 

A hundred mistakes are an education if you learn something from 
each one. 

The happiest miser on earth - the man who saves up every friend 
he can make. 

The trouble with this country is that there are too many wide 
open spaces entirely surrounded by teeth • 
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Happy New Year - Helen and Dwight C~·1almeru 

Many thanks for Helen Higgins for typing the January issue, and 
of course to Maude Betts for typing the mailing labels. 
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