
Genesis xxx.27= The history of the patriarch Jacob is familiar to all who are conversant with the Old 
Testament Scriptures. We learn from the account of Moses, that Jacob’s life was threatened by his 
brother Esau, for having supplanted him on several occasions in his father’s house. In order to escape 
the vengeance of his brother, he embarked upon a long and perilous journey to Padami Aram (?). Where 
he lived in the empty ?? of his uncle Laban, married two of his daughters, and became rich by raising 
stock. 

The character of Laban seems to have been a compound Of selfishness, cunning, and ???. We learn that 
he turned his daughters into articles of trap(?), and betrayed his son-in-laws into discord, 
wretched(ness?) and polygamy. All this is perfectly credible when we consider that Laban was 
distinguished for his covetous disposition. The love of money we are told is the root of all evil.. 

After Jacob has served his uncle for about twenty years with diligence and fidelity, and thinking that 
time and distance had changed the views and feelings of his bro: Esau he concluded to return to his 
native land; for God had said to him return to thy country and kindred and I will deal well with thee. 

When Jacob made known his intention to his father-in-law, he made known endeavored to dissuade him 
from his purpose in the word of our text There are several valuable hints suggested in this piece of 
sacred history. 

1. In the first place, we are taught to believe that God is the Author of our blessings(?). Even Laban 
who was a corrupt and wicked man, could say, “The Lord hath helped me.” 

We are told by the Psalmist that the Lord is good to all, and his tender mercies are over all his 
works. We have abundant reason to be thankful for the endowments of our [nature?] and for 
the faculties of our mind. The Almighty has made us to know more than the beasts of the field 
and to be wiser than the fowls of heaven.___  ____ ___ 

The goodness of God, will be seen in the universality of the atonement.___ ___ ___ 
The Almighty has greatly blessed us as a nation. We are indebted to the author of our existence 
for the comforts and conveniences of life. 

2. We learn from our text in the next place that God may bless a bad man. Laban declared that the 
Lord had blessed him. He sendeth rain upon the just and the unjust and maketh the sun to shine 
upon the evil and the good. When we look over the field of the righteous and the wicked, we 
should not be able to distinguish by their fertility or barrenness which pertains to the friend or 
the friends or the enemies of God. 

 

Providence may elevate in the present world those who have no inheritance among them that are 
sanctified, and the wicked often prosper in the present life beyond the people of God. Children of this 
world are sometimes wiser in their generation than the children of light. But the fact that irreligious are 
frequently more prosperous in their secular pursuits is no proof that they are the favorites of heaven. 
The Almighty prevents the prosperity of his people in the present life, that he may prevent their [?] [?] 



hereafter. But while the Almighty may bless a bad man with health and worldly prosperity his purity he 
will live ????? without peace of conscience than a ?????? of mind  live [?] [?] and realize the most fearful 
apprehensions. Look into every cleft of Society. Whether in the kitchen or in the parlor. In the cottage or 
in the palace, and wherever the law of God is violated, whenever his service is neglected, there you will 
find the evidences of dissatisfaction, and the marks of divine chastisements.___ ___ ____ Who then 
would envy the wicked their prosperity! What shall it profit a man to gain the whole world and loose his 
own soul? Let us then pray for the favor which he [?] to his people, and for the heritage of those that 
fear his name. 

3. We learn from our text in the next place that God help some people for the sake of 
others. Laban said to Jacob, the Lord hath blessed me for thy sake. Altho! This was the 
sentiment of an ungodly man, it is nevertheless the doctrine of the Bible. The King of Egypt was 
blest  for the sake of Joseph, and the Saviour said to his disciples that they were the light of the 
world and the salt of the earth. And we are told by St. Paul, that the believing husband 
sanctifieth the unbelieving wife, [?] were their children unclean. Thousands of children have 
been saved for the sake of their pious parents -- thousands of ungodly persons have been saved 
for the sake of their pious friends – Hence it is said by the Poet “a good name by virtuous deeds 
acquired is sweeter far than [?] [?] whose [?] [?] [?] [?] the [?] [?] From this circumstance we 
[?] ? be encouraged to exhibit a good example. That others may see our good works and be 
constrained to glorify our Father in heaven. Our example will exert a powerful influence upon 
the eternal destiny of those around us! And they that turn many to righteousness shall shine as 
stars of the first magnitude in the kingdom of heaven.  

4. We learn from our subject again text also that persons may derive great advantages from their 
inferiors. In our text the elder is blest of the younger and the Master of the Servant. None are so 
wise and so great as to be independent of their fellow creatures. The eye cannot say to the hand 
I have no need of thee, nor the head to the feet I have no need of you. Parents have derived 
spiritual life from their children. Ministers may learn from these. They are appointed to teach; 
and Christians of great wealth and learning may be [?] and instructed by those who are born in 
this world, but rich in faith, & deeply versed in the things of God. A little captive girl was the 
instrument of making the God of israe’ to be honored in Syria, to be [?] a [miraculous?] cure for 
her faith. Master [?] [?] [?] call nothing common or unclean. God will not [?] the day of small 
things. 

5. We learn from out text in the last place that the most most corrupt & wicked ungodly persons 
are sometimes constrained to bear this testimony in favor of the righteous-Laban who disliked 
Jacob, and sought to [injure?] him, was compelled to acknowledge, “I have learned by 
experience that God hath blessed [me?] for Thy sake.” Altho’ Balaam loved the ways of 
unrighteousness he was compelled to exclaim let me die the death of the righteous and  let my 
last and he [like?] his. 
The ungodly may treat the subject of religion with indifference while in health & fancied security 
- They may shun the society of God’s people, but in their hearts they will subject Their piety 
noman ever injured his reputation in the estimation of the wise and the virtuous by becoming a 
consistent Christian. There are some people in the world, whose heads are a great deal soften 



their hearts, who are ready to themselves above [?] but religion is above them, and will remain 
above them until they learn to humble themselves and in the [?] hand of God. Some of the most 
distinguished men that ever lived in Church or state have [?] in their knowledge of this power to 
be found among the disciples of Jesus Christ. 
And if we ever reach the kingdom of heaven we shall be permitted to mingle with [?], Newton, 
and Boyle, and with all the illustrious [?] who this faith [?] kingdoms. 
 
We learn from this subject that the path of duty is the path of safety. We may pass this life 
without an acquaintance with God. We may buy and sell and get gain- We may [?] out a 
wretched existence without the consolation of religion. But it is a fearful thing to die___ 
But how different is the [?] [?] of the faithful Christian! By faith Jacob, when he was dying 
blessed both the sons of Joseph, and worshipped, leaning when the [top?] of his staff- 

 


