
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING - WESLEYAN THEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

November 2, 1990 

OPENING - The annual business meeting of the Wesleyan Theological Society 
convened at 4:15 p.m. on Friday, November 2, in the chapel of the 
Nazarene Theological Seminary, Kansas City, Missouri. The meeting was 
called to order by Donald W. Dayton, president. Approximately fifty 
people were in attendance. 

1991 PROGRAM - Stephen Gunter, second vice president, reported briefly 
concerning the 1991 program. 

REPORT OF THE PROMOTIONAL SECRETARY - Melvin Dieter reported as promotional 
secretary (See report). He commented also on the completion of the 
Wesleyan-Holiness Studies Project at Asbury Seminary. Three volumes 
resulting from the project will be published in about a year. 

EDITOR'S REPORT - Paul Bassett reported as editor of the Wesleyan Theological 
Journal (See report). Volumes 24 and 25:1 are edited and at the 
printer's. The editor hopes to have both these numbers out by next 
May. About twenty-five volunteer essays have been received; several of 
these have been rejected; some were returned for revision; six are being 
held for future publication. Following the report there was some dis
cussion about the manner of submitting and editing manuscripts, and 
whether manuscripts can or should be submitted on computer disks. Manu
scripts rather than disks are preferred at this time. 

REPORT RE: FAITH AND ORDER MEETINGS - Paul Bassett reported on his and Donald 
Dayton's representing WTS at meetings of the Working Group on Faith and 
Order of the NCC (See report). Donald Dayton gave additional comments 
regarding the forthcoming world Faith and Order Conference and the 
possibility of Wesleyan-Holiness representation there. This was 
followed by some questions and discussion. 

SECRETARY-TREASURER'S REPORT - Howard Snyder reported as secretary-treasurer 
(See report). He also distributed the proposed WTS budget for 1990-91 
which came as a recommendtion from the Executive Committee. This was 
discussed and on motion adopted. 

RECOMMENDATION RE: PROMOTIONAL SECRETARY - Howard Snyder reported the 
Executive Committee's recommendation that the office of promotional 
secretary be discontinued (in view of the fact that we now have a second 
vice president and most of the promotional work is done through the 
secretary-treasurer) and that the constitution be amended accordingly. 
Action on the recommendation was postponed until later in the meeting. 

REPORT OF THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE - Luke Keefer, immediate past president, 
reported as chair of the Nominating Committee, distributing ballots 
prepared by the committee. On motion the report and slate of 
nominations were adopted. There being no additional nominations, the 
ballotting proceeded. 



ELECTION OF OFFICERS - A total of forty-four ballots were cast, with the 
following results: 

SECOND VICE PRESIDENT - Susie Stanley, 31; Kenneth Collins, 12. 
EDITOR OF THE JOURNAL - Paul Bassett, 31; Leon Hynson, 13. 
MEMBER OF MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE - Russell Staples, 29; John Culp, 14. 

PROMOTIONAL SECRETARY - The recommendation concerning promotional secretary 
was taken up. A substitute motion was made and seconded that the 
present secretary-treasurer serve as promotional secretary for one 
year to give time for further consideration. After discussion the 
motion was defeated. On motion, it was agreed unanimously to suspend 
the rules so the recommendation could be considered as a constitutional 
amendment. It was then agreed, by vote, to accept the recommendation 
and revise the constitution accordingly. 

REGISTRATION FEE - The Executive Committee recommendation that a $5.00 
registration fee be charged non-members (excepting students) at the WTS 
Annual Meeting was reported. The recommendation was on motion amended 
by changing the amount from $5.00 to $10.00 and by excluding spouses 
of members as well as students. The recommendation was approved as 
amended. 

INCLUSIVE LANGUAGE - The Executive Committee reconvnended the following: 

WHEREAS the few occurrences of masculine pronouns in the By-laws of 
the Wesleyan Theological Society, particularly under the description 
of the Duties of Officers (Article VI) could convey the wrong impres
sion that such offices are not open to all Full Members of the Society, 

BE IT RESOLVED that the By-laws of the Wesleyan Theological Society be 
rendered with inclusive language. In particular: 
1. In Article VI on Out i es of the Officers, a 11 occurrences of "he" 

be altered to "he or she." 
2. A 11 occurrences of "chairman" be changed to "chair. " Name 1 y, 

Article VI, Sections 1-3 
Article VIII, Section 1 
Article VIII, Section 2, Paragraph c. 
Article IX, Sections 1-3. 

The recommendation was approved by vote. 

STUDY COMMISSION - The Executive Committee presented also the following 
recommendation: That a Study Commission be formed consisting of the 
Executive Committee and as many of the past five WTS presidents as 
attend the CHA Convention this spring. The committee will look into 
membership categories, procedures, requirements, and related matters. 

Donald Dayton gave additional explanation of and rationale for the 
recommendation, indicating that the work of such a commission would 
probably involve a two-year process. The recommendation was approved 
by vote. 
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FINANCIAL AUDIT - On motion, the Executive Committee was authorized to receive and approve the auditor's report in view of the fact that it will not be ready until after the annual meeting. 

EXPRESSION OF THANKS - Motion was made, seconded, and approved to express our thanks and gratitude to Nazarene Theological Seminary for their hospitality in hosting the WTS meeting this year. The secretarytreasurer was directed to send a letter of thanks. 

ADJOURNMENT - The meeting was adjourned at 5:44 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

~ Howard A. Snyder 
Secretary-Treasurer 


