
To the Officers, and 
Certain other Members of the WTS 

Greetings in the Name of our Lord: 

Marion, Indiana 46952 
4J08 S. Wigger Street 
October 29, 1975 

I am taking this occasion to write you a tentative report of the 
activities and accomplishments of The Membership Committee of the 
WTS, as also to call attention to certain items and issues that 
should be seriously considered at the forthcoming Annual _Convention. 

First, I shall present a tentative and partial report of the Member
ship Committee~or the current year of the WTS-1974-75 . 

1. The membership Committee has assumed responsibility this year 
for the acquisition of new members for the WBC, aJ_though such is not 
the specific function of this committe:~ as is defined by the ·wTS 
Constitution, Article V: Organization1;which reads :"The Membership 
Committee shall review all anplications for membership to the Society 
and make recommendations thereof within the guidlines established in 
Article III of this Constitution." While it is true that certain 
other members of the WTS have assisted by submitting a substantial 
number of applications to the Membership Committee, especially the 
Secretary-Treasurer, Professor O.D. Lovell, for ~he most part the 
Membership Committee has assumed responsibility for the acquisition 
of new members this year. Though such may have been the practice in 
more recent years, such is not the primary responsibility of the 
Membership Committee according to the Constitution, and as practiced 
in the earlier years of the history of the Society. 

2. It is a pleasure to report that the present year has been 
The Banner Year in membership growth in the WTS. According to my 
records as Chairman of the Membership Committee the WTS Committee has 
to date received and approved 148 applications for membership in 
the WTS. Since there are certain other applications now in process 
this number will be exceeded, by how many is presently uncertain. 
Since last year's record was the highest in the history of the WTS , 
(125 new members), this year's record will exceed that record by at 
least 25, if not more. While this years new members include a rather 
liberal number of students and pastors, it also includes some of the 
most illustrious names that have yet joined the WTS, among which is 
that of Dr. Skevington Wood and several other outstanding scholars 
from England and abroad. For this vital interest manifest in the WTS 
this year we are sincerely grateful to God. 

J. I wish to make an importantt observation concerning our failure 
in practice to follow the Constitution of the WTS. 

(1) In Article V, l.c. of the Constitution it is stated that, 
"The Secretary-Treasurer shall maintain the records of the Society, 
and collect and distribute its funds, etc." 

(2) In Article V, 1. ,d. it is stated that "The promotional Sec
retary shall strive, through oral and written propaganda, public and 
private, to increase the Societies membership, sell its Journals , and 
otherwise promote its. general interests." 

(J) Formerly, when I served as Promotional Secretary, as also 
Editor of the Journal, I took seriously this responsibility as de
fined by the Constitution, acquired the majority of new members for 
the WTS, submitted them to the Membership Committee, promoted and 
sold the Journals both to individuals and to the professors and the 
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libraries of both Christian and secular colleges and universities 
he-th at home and abroad. As Promotional Secretary the Journals were 
stocked with me and I sold and distributed them, except for the 
distribution of Journals to the paid members of the WTS, which was 
done by the Secretary-Treasurer. At one CHA Convention alone in 
Kansas City I sold over 600 copies of the Journal. A review of the 
financial records in the Journals will reveal the extent of these 
activities. 

(4) Since I was out of the country for three years, I do not 
know exactly when or how these practices which deviate from. the con
stitution occurred. However, it was realized early in the history of 
the Society that an equitable division of responsibilities would 
be necessary if the society was to flinction properly. It is quite 
unreasonable, and unfair, to load upon the Secretary-Treasurer those 
responsibilities which belong to other officers of the WTS, such as 
the records, sales and distributions of the J~nals, except for 
those dispatched to the paid membership of the Society according to 
the Secretary-Treasurer's records. This is frankly an u~reasonable 
exnectation of the Secretary-Treasurer, especially vvhen it is not 
ac~ording to the Constitution, and when, as far as I know, no secretary 
assistance is afforded him. I trust that this matter will be given 
serious attention and correction at the forthcoming WTS Convention. 

4. I shall call attention to one further item that should be 
conside~e~ and acted.u~on ~t the forthcoming Convention. I refer to 
~he question o~ qu~lificat1ons.for membership in the WTS, espec-
:ally as em?od:ed in our d?ctr1nal statement. This year the quest-
ion arose in ~he Membership Committee concerning the approval of 
two ap~lications fr?m member~ of Pentecostal Churches. The question 
was re1erred to Off:cer~ of vhe WTS, as also to the Executive Secretary 
of the Parent o::g~nization, the.CHA, for a ruling. It was promised 
that such a decision would be given at the April Convention of the 
C~A. However,.no action was taken, if indeed any consideratio~ was 
given to the item. Subsequently, on the advice of the Offi¢cers of 
the WTS and.the Executi~e Secre~ary of the.CHA these applications 
were suspenaed ( no~ reJected fina~ly) until a ruling should be given 
by the plenary session of the WTS in November 1975. I trust that 
this it~m w~ll be duly considered and a decision rendered by the WTS 
Convention in November. 

I shall of course be prepared to give a full report for the 
Mem?ership Com~ittee of the WTS for the year 1974-75 at the forth
coming. Convention, and shal~ be pr~p~red to turn over to my successor 
as C~~irman of t}m Membership Commit ~ee the complete records of this 
Commi~tee. 

Trusting and praying that the 1975 WTS Convention may have the 
blessings and direction of Spirit of God in all of its deliberations 
and activities, I .wn, 

Cordially and , ervice, 
/ 

Membership 


