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Dec. 10, 1975 

Dear Ralph: 

Pursuant to the promise of my last letter I am again 
. writing you. 

Last evening after the service in which Dr. Tom Hermiz, 
Executive Secretary of the CHA had preached nearby here, 
we had a brief discussion. I refer of course to the 
question raised in your last letter concerning admis
sion of Pentecostals into the WTS membership. 

Dr. Hermiz seemed somewhat surprised that this issue 
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ion that all of the men of the CHA board and the de
nominations which they represent would maintain the 
same position. He did say that they regretted that 
the CHA executive Committee failed to give due consid
eration to this item at the CHA meeting at Atlanta 
last spring. He said that the CHA Executive Committee 
planned to consider the matter later this year. How
ever, as is obvious, in the light of the apparent 
action of the EC of the WTS on June 6, which you quote, 
this could allow for complications if the WTS goes 
ahead and receives Pentecostal members during the year. 

Hermiz questioned whether the CHA EC would wish to 
dictate a policy to the WTS in this matter or perhaps 
other matters. 

Beyond the foregoing I really have little to offer 
you on this question. Apparently you were not in the 
EC Committee meeting at Circleville on November 6. Was 
that a meeting of the EC previous to the election of 
the new officers? Apparently so as that was Thursday 
before new officers were elected who might not approve 
this. This would appear to tell its own story. 

Frankly, Ralph, I am not sure where this matter may 
go if it is not checked somewhere. It is my opinion 
that if the door is opened to Pentecostals into the 
WTS the society will no longer be Wesleyan in doctrine, 
and might better be called The Pentecostal Wesleyan 
Theological Society, or something else. The "third 
blessing" Pentecostal-Holiness doctrine certainly is 
not Wesleyan. It would be Wesleyan doctrine plus a 
third so-called blessing, a movement which caused all 
the trouble in Canada some years ago, However, it 
seems apparent that some of the WTS men are willing 



to allow Don Dayton to dominate their thinking to accomplish his 
purpose. I can see the possible demise of the WTS, as far as 
Wesleyan doctrine is concerned, if this trend continues. Behind 
it all is the fact that Don is doing his dissertation on the subject 
or thesis that the Pentecostal movement is simply the outgrowth and 
flowering of the National Holiness and Wesleyan Movement in America, 
a position which Melvin Deeters also supports. This is of course 
not guess work with me. I have the positions of both of these men 
in writing which they have submitted to me earlier. Don's own 
Wesleyan Conference refused to ordain him on the basis of his 
theological position, and of course Melvin Deeters had a rather 
serious confrontation with the Wesleyan Generals on this issue of 
Pentecostalism. 

However, as stated in my last letter, it is not my intention to 
bother my mind with this issue. If the other men let Don do their 
thinking for them, then we may find it necessary to start another 
"True Wesleyan" Theological Society in due time. It is true, as 
Don points out, and as is well known, that there .. J~r.e already a 
couple of Pentecostals in the WTS membership wh~aamitted inadvert
ently by someone somewhere in former years. I think they may have 
been students, but cannot be sure. I really do not know now who 
they are. But Don's wish to play on this as a precedent for his 
position is hardly valid in the light of the fact that this was 
evidently an inadvertency. 

Naturally fellowship is one thing, whereas theology is quite anotfer. 
The WTS was established as a Wesleyan Theological Society. Therelkre 
sincere Catholics who have been converted and sanctified, as well 
as those of other denominations, and if the doctrinal position of 
the WTS is disregarded in order to admit Pentecostal Christians I 
see no valid reason that such Catholics or others who profess, and 
perhaps possess the experience of sanctification, . may not be 
equally admitted, notwithstanding their otherwise anti-Protestant, 
not to mention Wesleyan, doctrinal positions. 

Please be assured of my sy~pathetic understanding in this matter, 
Ralph, but I see little if anything that I can do about it now • . 
Unless some of the men on the Executive Committee of the WTS take 
a definite position now with regard to this question I forsee Ichabod 
written over the WTS, if not the CHA, in due time, as far as doc t rine 
is concerned. Unless I am mistaken, Armor D. Peisker, who is the 
new Secy-Treas. of the WTS, would take a strong position against 
this trend. I think there are enough of you men on Jthe EC who 
could prevent Don from railroading this movement through if a posi
tion is taken now. At a later time it may be too late. 

I am sorry for all of this, Ralph, but though it best to get it off 
my chest and leave it there. Blessings on you. 

Sincerely yours my brother, 

CC- Dr . 'Jm . i, rnett anc.11 . • D. ?ei"'ker 

Chas. W. Carter 


