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"The missionary movement," said Martyn, "like the temple of

[/^ Solomon, is rising silently without the din of pressure or the note

of previous preparation, notwithstanding it will not be less com-

plete in -all its parts, nor less able to resist the injuries of time." j^

Sanctifying and directing this rising structure are consecration and

a missionary conscience; the idea that all the lands of the earth

belong to Christ; that it is the duty and privilege of the Church to

claim them for Christ; that this duty, this privilege, can be met by

those only who have a passion to win souls, who are willing to die

to secure the evangelization of the whole world.

At the close of nineteen years of work on this spiritual temple

the Woman's Board records with gratitude decided progress. The

wise planning, the lofty aim, from the foundation-stone up, have

secured strength and solidity as well as beauty. The sure promise

is that the capstone will be placed upon it amid shouts of victory.

There can be no defeat with Christ the Architect, the Judge, the

faithful Paymaster, who, day by day, supei'intends the whole work
and, hour by hour, encourages the busy workmen.

One year ago, in annual session, a motion was made and carried

by the Board to increase the membership to one hundred thousand.

To provide supplies is not as exhilarating nor as exciting in times

of war as facing the enemy, but supplies are so important that

without them ignominous defeat or humiliating retreat will follow.

True, the Board can not show a solid front of one hundred thou-

sand, but 214 new auxiliaries and 2,347 additional members have

been added the past year. To make this advance a mighty service
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was called forth, a self-denying effort, whose reflex action for good

can not be estimated. Hundreds of the consecrated host to-day feel

the quickening power of having done their best, which, with God's

approval, makes them eager to do greater things. There is nothing

so successful as success, nothing so stimulating as the sure prospect

of victory, and larger results may crown next year's labors.

The Board embraces 34 Conference Societies, under the charge of

34 Conference Secretaries; 270 districts, 3,631 auxiliaries, 73,817

members. The officers have been revising their rolls and di'opping

non-paying members, thus presenting more accurate returns than

before. The increase in receipts is also encouraging, though by no

means adequate if the calls to enter all the fields now open be met-

From March, 1896, to March, 1897, $81,916.34 has been contrib-

uted. This amount includes dues, specials, and bequests.

Another encouraging feature in the prosecution of the work of

the Board is the more wide-spread demand for missionary litera-

ture and a greater desire for information as to mission stations,

their location, progress, outlook, and the missionaries in charge of

the same.

The Woman's 2Iissionary Advocate has labored under some diffi-

culties, but continues its last year's circulation. If possible, it has^

improved in literary excellence, and compares very favorably with

the missionary periodicals of other Boards.

The Little Worker continues to delight our young people, and

should be in every home.

Twelve varieties of leaflets, and thousands of each kind, are cir-

culated monthly with gratifying results.

One of the best means of reaching the public is through the

press, and numbers of the Conference Secretaries have secured the

privilege of inserting specially prepared articles every week in our

Church journals, as well as in many local papers.

Christians everywhere should be saturated with news from the

foreign field, the condition of the heathen, the overwhelming ne-

cessity of teaching them the truth, and their consequent comfort

and happiness.

The Scarritt Bible and Training School is growing in influence

and importance, and the work done shows well in the lives and

teachings of missionaries sent out from its halls.

Of the forty-six missionaries employed by the Board, three are

at home on furlough. Four are ready to go out, three of whom
are graduates of the Scarritt Training-School.
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STATISTICS OF FOEEIGN WOEK.
There are now forty-six regularly appointed missionaries, occu-

pying stations in China, Brazil, and Mexico, as well as among the

wild Indian tribes of Oklahoma Territory. There are 116 assistant

teachers and helpers, with 12 boarding-schools, 46 day-schools, 2

hospitals, 24 Bible women, over 60 scholarships, and several thou-

sand women and children under instruction.

China.

This wonderful country, heavy with ignorance and superstition,

is beginning to lend a listening ear to the eternal truths of the Bi-

ble. Our work, hitherto confined to Shanghai, Soochow, Nantzi-

ang, and Kading, has extended to Sung Kiang. The General Board

has occupied this point several years, and in 1887 sent Eev. W. B.

Burke there, who, with his wife, formerly a missionary of the

Woman's Board, planned wisely, opening up a number of day-

schools, which are now under the control of the Woman's Boai'd.

With the Hayes-Wilkins Memorial College as a center of opera-

tions and a home for the missionaries, and the fast-growing wom-
an's work. Sung Kiang will soon become all we could wish. An in-

crease of schools, teachers, translators, printing-presses, and preach-

ers will accelerate the rate of impi'ovement to any pitch. Some
one has said: "To attempt to convert the world without educating

it is grasping at the end and neglecting the means," etc. The
Board endorses the remark. China is calling for Western science

and literature. Let her have them, but let the science and litera-

ture be Christian. Let the beautiful structure of Christianity, with

the living Christ its center, be erected upon the ruins of ancestral

worship, Taoism, and Confucianism. China is coming to Christ.

Year by year Christian education is spreading, conversions becom-

ing more frequent, and Church-membership increasing.

A special course of Bible instruction has been prepared for those

native women best suited for house-to-house visiting. This course

is eagerly undertaken.^vThe Davidson Memorial Bible College has

been opened in Soochow, where greater facilities are afforded, and
already a number of women have entered there for this training.

This is the Bible College the foundations of which were laid in the

faith and prayers of Mrs. Davidson, of the Baltimore Conference

Society.^VThe money used in erecting this institution accrued from

precious offerings. The keepsakes and sacred gifts of stricken

hearts hallow every inch of material in the edifice; and, doubtless,
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many will " arise in that great day " to call Mrs. Davidson " blessed

of the Lord," as well as to pour forth thanksgivings and praise in

honor of the consecrated ones who held nothing, not even these

precious mementoes, so dear to their heai'ts as the advancement of

Christ's kingdom and the glory of his name.

Medical Work.—The call for hospitals and medical missionaries,

if fully met, would soon exhaust all the means the Woman's Board

has at command. Since the marriage of Dr. Anne Walter, through

whose untiring energy the Mary Black Memorial Hospital for chil-

dren was erected, the hospital work has been under the superin-

/ / tendency of Dr. Margaret Polk, of Kentucky, who is doing well.

The furnishing of the Mary Black Memorial, built b}^ the Bright

Jewels of the North Cai'olina Conference Society, has been given

by a number of Conference Societies, so the grand work of minis-

tering to the suffering little ones, which appeals to every heart, is

going forward.

^ Quite a creditable fund has been collected toward another Bible

J ^college, to be named the " McGavock Memorial Bible Institute," in

/honor of the late beloved Foreign Secretary of the Board. This in-

stitute will be located in Shanghai, near McTyeire Home and

School, during the coming year, it is hoped.

The school work in Soochow, under able management, has been

extended, and gives promise of a more rapid evangelization of that

immense city. Nothing hinders the progress of our educational

and evangelizing work in China more than the lack of teachers and

money. Opportunities multiply, and the ignorance and destitution

are appalling, while the indifference of many in the Church of

Christ is the great hindrance.

Mexico.

This beautiful countiy, with its millions of jDriestridden, unhap-

py people, needs the gospel of the Son of God. The adoration of

Mary has brought no comfort, and Mary worship fills the land

from the Eio Grande to the utmost southern limits. Its govern-

ment is professedly republican, and all forms of religion are toler-

ated, yet it is dominated by a few leading spirits, and seems slow

to awake from its ignorance and superstition. Many evangelical

denominations have missions in Mexico, yet there is need for more.

The very fact that the officials have made provision for the educa-

tion of Mexico makes it more imperative that Bible Christianity

goes with the education they provide, and the absolute freedom of
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all creeds and "isms" makes it easy to propagate the truth as it is

in Christ. Catholicism, with its corrupt priesthood, is tolerated, of

course; so is Protestantism; and no restrictions are imposed on any

denomination, except upon the ceaseless ringing of church bells

and the daily processions of I'obed priests upon the streets. The
spectacle had become dangerous as well as disgusting, so was
prohibited by law; but any people, Christian, Jew, or Mohammed-
an, can practise their peculiar forms and ceremonies if they do not

interfere with the laws. Mexico is of easy access now, and one

needs only to pass over the railroad lines to understand how great-

ly a pure Christianity is needed.

Brazil.

This vast territory, with its wonderful resources, its delightful

climate, its coffee groves and sugar plantations, has a teeming pop-

ulation of Portuguese, Indians, and negroes, who know not the

truth. Now that it has freed itself from the union of Church and

State, it is more open to the gospel. Having been under the do-

minion of Catholicism of the most degrading kind for years, its ig-

norance is profound. Eome does as little for education as for mor-

tals, and for this lovely southland Protestant Christianity is needed

to give light and life. The grasp of Eome has been somewhat
loosened by the revolution, but she will never relinquish her hold

while it is 230ssible to prevent a pure faith from dominating,

Protestant schools in many parts of the republic are silently un-

dermining the blackened walls of Eomanism, but the schools should

be multiplied. At present they may be found only here and there,

as lighthouses amid the vast ocean of darkness.

Indian Mission,

The Woman's Board has a growing work among the wild tribes

of the West. Eev. J. J. Methvin and Miss Helen Brewster, with

assistant teachers, both competent and devoted, are doing their

best to evangelize the wild tribes. They are meeting with success,

as many Indians have been converted during the past year, and are

showing great eagerness for education. The increased facilities for

both camp and school work are consequent upon the larger appro-

priation made by the Woman's Board last June.

Extension,

The hope, which animated every woman of the Board, of ex
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tending the limits of foreign operations has not become dim, nor

has it failed to nerve the heart and hand during the intervening

months.

Japan, with wide-open doors, invites, and the desire to go up

with the hosts of God's elect and possess the land grows more in-

tense. The news of fresh conquests for the Eedeeraer that reach

the home land by every steamer give sure indications of the speedy

coming of the kingdom of Christ, in which we would have part.

Korea, with its eighteen millions of people, is now accessible to

Christianity, and the Greneral Board of our Church has opened up
a mission there under most favorable auspices. The difficulties pe-

culiar to China do not obtain in this little country. The Koreans-

do not seem so averse to innovations, are less conservative, if possi-

ble, with practically no religion, except ancestor worship, and thus

give promise of being more speedily won for Christ than does

Japan. The climate is salubrious, flowers abundant, resources un-

limited. Is the Woman's Board, with a constituency of more than

seventy thousand, able to possess these lands? When the children

of Israel stood on the borders of the Red Sea, with the taskmasters

of Egypt at their heels and the rugged mountains and scorching

deserts to right and left, the Lord said to Moses: " Wherefore criest

thou unto me, speak unto the children of Israel, that they go for-

ward."



REPORT OF FOREIGN WORK.
OFFICIAL.

CHINA.
Work of Woman's Board Opened in 1878.

Shanghai District.

MISSIONARIES.

Miss Laura A. Haygood, Miss Helen Richardson,

Miss Elizabeth Hughes, Miss Sallie B. Reynolds,

Miss Minnie Bomar, Miss Clara Steger,

Miss Emma Gary, Miss Johnnie Sanders,

Miss Ella Leveritt, Miss Ella R, Coffey,

Miss Lochie Rankin.

Work in Charge of Marrieil Women.

Mrs. Parker and Mrs. Burke.

Shanghai District includes Shanghai, Nantziang, Kading, and

Sung Kiang. The last-named station was opened by the Board un-

der favorable auspices about one year ago. The Hayes-Wilkins

Memorial, when completed, will form a center, about which all our

day-school work will be grouped. The building of this memorial

was delayed by the owners of the lot, who doubled the price as

soon as it was known that the Board had decided to buy, but steps

have been taken toward purchasing a cheaper and move desirable

lot of the General Board. There are five day-schools in successful

operation, under the management of Mrs. Burke and Miss Leveritt.

These schools, formerly cared for by the General Board, are well

attended and promising, though subject to the usual fluctuations of

all Chinese day-schools. During the past year a day-school for the

sons of native policemen was opened in Shanghai under most favor-

able auspices. The jDrice for tuition, $1 a month, has been readily

paid, and Miss Sallie B. Eeynolds, who has charge, reports, March

15, 1897, fifteen pupils. The call hasalready come for a girls' school

for the daughters of policemen, and at an early day it is hoped

this will be opened upon the same basis as that of the boys'. Mc-

Tyeire Home and School, in charge of Miss Helen Richardson, con-

tinues to flourish, and otfei'S fine advantages to those Chinese girls

ready for advanced grades of education. It is a home as well as a

school, and during the first months of their arrival our new mission-
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aries find a delightful retreat when they begin their work upon

the language.

Clopton School also reports growth, especially in spiritual life,

and the education of Chinese girls here receives careful attention.

The group of day-schools under Miss Hughes's oversight, taught

by natives, continues to furnish hundreds with the opportunity of

securing creditable instruction in the ordinary branches. While

day-school work affords easy access to mothers as well as to chil-

dren, the coming and going of the pupils retards rapid progress.

But much good seed has been sown, and some day an abundant

hai'vest will come—it is coming now. Nantziang and Kading, un-

der the same able management, Miss Rankin and Miss Coffey, are

giving signs of unusual promise, and the hearts of consecrated, cul-

tivated women here, as in other of our China missions, are begin-

ning to rejoice to see the results of their labors. A number of Bi-

ble women have been helping to advance the evangelical work of

the Mission, going, as they do, from house to house, reading and

teaching the word of God. The Shanghai Station has other impor-

tant points not yet opened. The following outlook of all the oper-

ations of the Board in China was prepared by Miss Haygood, who
visits from time to time the whole work of the Board in China, as

Miss Watts does in Brazil, and Miss Holding in Mexico. Miss

Haygood says:

Our work in China is now represented by fifteen ladies sent out b\' our

own Board now in the field and actively engaged in work, and by six ladies,

wives of misgionariep, who are associated with them in the work. There

are three boarding-schools for girls, forty day-schools, one hospital for

women and children, and twenty Bible women. Seven of our ladies are at

present stationed in Shanghai; five, in Soochow; two, in Nantziang; one,

in Sung Kiang. We liave five homes for ladies in foreign houses belonging

to the Board, and one home in a rented Chinese house.

Extension of work in China during the past year is represented by the

completion of the building of the Mary Black Hospital, with the Alice Bon-

nell AVard, annex of the Woman's Hospital at Soochow, not yet opened for

patients; the building of the Davidson Memorial Bible School for Women
at Soochow, just completed and to be opened in April; the opening of one

home for ladies; tlie entering of one new station by our Board; the open-

ing of several new day-schools; an increase of pupils in each of the tliree

boarding-schools; and increase in the number of Bible women.
The boarding-schools have never done better work than during the past

year. The pupils in both of them give ])eautiful evidence of growth in wis-

dom and grace, and the teachers are finding new joy in the work.

In McTyeire School in numbers we have almost reached the possible

limits of our present building, and are grateful to find in this proof of will-
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ingness upon the part of Chinese fathers to pay for the education of their

daughters. At the beginning of the present term it seemed best to advance

the price of board, and to make instrumental music an extra. Both changes

were made without loss of boarders or music pupils. We hope that with

this increase of receipts, the school will be made quite self-supporting dur-

ing the year, as far as current expenses are concerned, apart from the sala-

ries of the missionaries at work in the school. We wish at the annual

meeting to bring plans before the Board for additional buildings for this

school. It provides a liberal course of study in literature and science, both

in English and Chinese, and a thorough course in religious instruction, be-

ginning with the primaries and extending through the wiiole course, which

every pupil is required to take.

Clopton School and East Side School are doing the same beneficent work
which has characterized them in years past, and are invaluable as training-

schools for teachers and helpers, and as schools where the daughters of

Christians and other promising girls whose parents are unable to support

them may receive a thorough Christian education.

We have taken over during the year from the General Board five day-

schools at Sung Kiang and two at Nantziang. Miss Hughes, following a

very marked leading of Providence, has opened a school in the country near

Shanghai ; and Mrs. Gaither, similarly led, has, in connection with the work
of her Bible women, opened a school in a village near Soochow. A note-

worthy change in the day-school work in Soochow is found in the fact that

Miss Atkinson has been able to gather her schools about three centers, thus

conserving the time and strength of the foreign teacher and enabling her to

do more personal teaching than would otherwise be possible.

Miss Rankin has extended her day-school work in Nantziang by opening

a new school, and by taking charge of two new schools formerly under the

care of the General Board.

Miss Rej'nolds has opened in Shanghai an Anglo-Chinese school for

small boys, arranged for at the last meeting of the Board, intended espe-

cially for the children of policemen. Tuition fees are charged in this school,

and it is hoped that in time it will become self-supporting. It is yet too

early to speak with confidence upon this point. In addition to the super-

vision of this school and teaching English there. Miss Reynolds continues

her work in the music department of McTyeire School.

The day-school work makes heavy demands upon the faith and courage

of the teachers engaged in it, because it is largely preparation of ground

and seed-sowing. The harvest is not yet. Often, alas ! before the seed has

even germinated the children are called away from school "to go to work,"^

or again, when the budding plant gives fair promise of flower and fruit, the

young life is removed from the teacher's fostering care. Yet since God has

said, "I keep watch over my word to perform it," we know that it can not

be in vain that His word, with all its light and life-giving power, is finding

entrance through our day-schools, year after year, into hundreds of young
hearts.

Broader opportunities are constantly coming to us in our work for women.
Esj^ecially has this Vjeen true during the past year at Soochow and Sung
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Kiang. In a peculiar sense the women of these two places seem ready for

the work of the Bible schools, for which we have been so long planning,

hoping, and praying. The faithful work of Mrs. Gaither and the Bible

women associated with her, as well as the seed-sowing of other years, has

prepared the way at Soochow for this school. Before the meeting of the

Board we hope to send you an account of lU opening and the work under-

taken there.

None the less is the way being made ready in Sang Kiang by the open

meetings for women, held regularly by Mrs. Burke, on every Tuesday and
Thursday afternoon, by the smaller classes that come to her from time to

time for special teaching, and the constant telling, over and over, by Mrs.

Burke and her devoted helper, Mrs. Kue, to women eager to hear the story

of a Saviour's love. One of our new missionaries is now with Mrs. Burke,

and is already beginning to have a little part in this blessed work.

We have been much disappointed in not being able to secure land at

Sung Kiang for the Hayes-Wilkins Memorial. One year ago it seemed

quite within our grasp, but we are not yet in possession. We have learned

some valuable lessons in patience, and we are not in the least discouraged.

The work, so much more important than houses and lands, has constantly

grown until it has got beyond the strength of present workers. We are

now earnestly seeking for the best way of bringing immediate help to the

reaping of the whitened harvest. We accept this waiting-time as God's ap-

pointment. We feel that in arresting our plans he is making ready to show
us better. By many tokens, despite these outward hindrances, we are as-

sured that he has work for us of the Woman's Board to do in Sung Kiang.

The change of physicians in charge of the Hospital for Women at Soo-

chow delayed the opening of the Mary Black Hospital; but it was only

delay, for in a few months its doors were opened and it began to fulfil its

mission of help and blessing.

Such in briefest outline is the present condition of our work in China.

Our missionaries aie full of hope and courage, and with ever-increasing

zeal, with ever-growing faith, with ever-deepening love, are striving to help,

as they may be able, in the building up of God's kingdom in China. " The
harvest truly is plenteous, but the laborers are few; pray ye therefore the

Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth laborers into his harvest."

From other missionaries there come words of cheer also in re-

gard to the particular points under their charge. Miss Helen

Richardson says

:

McTyeire Home and School is most engrossing, and fills my heart and
hands, leaving little time for aught else. Much time has been given to the

study of the language, but 1 feel I am now able to talk and teach more.

The work in McTyeire Home goes on with promise. We have made some
change in our terms. Formerly we charged §3 per month for board and
tuition, music free, books extra; but this term we charge |4 for board

and tuition per month, books extra, and music $10 a year. Under this

new arrangement I fear we may lose some of our old pupils, for which I

will be sorry; but in a matter of this kind the whole school, and not a few
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individuals, must be considered. Our girls are coming to know the Lord,

and we are daily hoping and praying that numbers may be led to give their

hearts to God.

Of day-school work in Shanghai Miss Hughes reports as follows:

The duty of representing da.y-school work in Shanghai devolves upon me.
As the character of this work changes very little from year to year, there is

scarcely anything new to report. In this department we are working con-

stantly with quite small children ; and as many of tliem remain in the schools

for only a short time, there is not much opportunity for extended progress

along this line of work. It is going over tlie same ground with us pretty

much year in and year out. The children change almost with the seasons,

old pupils dropping out, and new ones taking their places, from month to

month. The numl)er on the roll does not therefore vary materially from

year to year, though the children are changed repeatedly. During last year

alone the total enrollment for our eleven schools was 529. The enrollment

for any one month, however, did not exceed 300.

Since the annual reports were sent, last October, 121 new pupils have

been received, while 116 have been withdrawn. Since the number re-

•ceived only about balances that withdrawn, there is no actual increase.

We do not care to have a larger number than 25 in any one school. This

is rather a large average for one teacher to have to manage. The fact that

the majority of the pupils remain so short a time is a source of regret to us,

and an effectual hindrance to advancement such as we would wish. Our
present enrollment is 275, but as nearly half of these have been received

during the past six months, a large per cent consists necessarily of beginners.

Since many remain only a few months in the school, our effort is to give

them a maximum of Christian truth in a minimum of time, and to this end

Miss Gary and I are bending our energies from day to day. In some in-

stances we are ably seconded by tlie native teachers, but I am sorry to say

this is not always the case. The work of these teachers, as a rule, requires

to be reviewed constantly, and as some are still unfaithful to the work as.

signed them, our hearts are often grieved over the results.

The teaching of the Christian religion preeminently occupies the first

place in these schools, and to this end simple books, teaching of God and

his work of creation and redemption, have been prepared in such form as

can be readily taken in by the childish mind. When it is remembered,

though, that the majority of the children are absolutely ignorant when
they first come to us—some of them unable to read a single word— it is not

surj)rising that the results from day school work have been so slow. In a

few instances we have retained pupils five and six years, and it is with

them that our best work is done.

Our curriculum requires at least six years for completion, and but few

remain long enough to take the entire course. Christianity, as I have said,

occupies the first place in this course of study. As the children are able,

though, other subjects, calculated to give useful knowledge and to expand

the mind, are added. Simple books on geography, physiology, science,

and zoology have been put into the vernacular, and these are helpful addi-
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tions to our former limited curriculum. Arithmetic, oral and written, is in-

troduced quite early, and is continued throughout the entire course. This

they learn slowly, as it requires some application of the reasoning powers,

which in a Chinese child, not yet in his teens, is a slow process. It re-

quires time, strength, and patience to do this work among these poor, igno-

rant children ; and sometimes, when faith is weak, we are constrained to

ask: "Is it, after all, worth while?" Then, when we remember that the
Master says, " Suffer the little children to come unto me, and forbid them
not," we are ashamed of our weak faith, and with quickened zeal and re-

newed courage turn our shoulders once more to the wheel, ready to spend,

and be spent in this service, if by any means we might save some.

Since October, 1895, Miss Gary has been associated with me in this

work; and to our united supervision have fallen the eleven day-schools of

the Woman's Board in the English and French settlements of Shanghai.

Mrs. A. P. Parker has oi^ened several schools, also supported by the Wom-
an's Board of Foreign Missions, in the American Settlement, two miles

away. These will be reported bj' her.

One school was moved to the country at China New-year; but as plans

concerning it have not yet matured, nothing definite can be said of it this

time.

The Clopton School is reiiorted thus by Miss Bomar:

At present we have twenty-four pupils. Four of these are still on proba-

tion, which means that there is a possibility of not retaining them. During

the last two or three years many of our oldest girls have gone out from the^

school as teachers and wives, and, as the number of satisfactory applications

has not balanced the exits, our numbers have been greatly reduced. We-
are limited to twenty-five, which I think is a pity, since we can scarcely

keep that number if we supply the demand made upon us for workers. Our
girls are, in the main, industrious, and faithfully apply themselves to study..

Dr. A. P. Parker and our native pastor kindly assisted in our midwinter

examinations, and the satisfactory grades given by them were an evidence

of the hard work done by the pupils throughout the term. The native

teacher seemed much gratified over their progress, and has entered upon the

new term with more enthusiasm than is usual with native teachers.

The past six raonths have shown marked development along many lines.

Miss Steger and I have been greatly rejoiced over the advancement in the

Christian life by many of the pupils. Especially have our hearts been glad-

dened by the firm stand taken l)y several of the strongest characters in the

school in spiritual matters. The three who are looked upon as leaders, and
whose lives leave their impress upon others, have pledged themselves to

keep the " morning watch "—that is, to give the first half-hour at least, and

more when possible, of every day to devotional Bible study and prayer. In.

taking this step they have linked themselves with bands of Christians who, in

various parts of the world, are observing the " morning watch," and arejoining

in the incessant prayer that is ever going up to the Father for the evangeli-

zation of the world. Already in their lives are manifested the fruits that

come from a prayerful study of God's word, and such lives can not fail to in-
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fluence others for good. This has been full}' demonstrated during the past

week, whicli has been one of sore trial, heartache, and bitterness. The
great enemy of mankind has been at work in our midst, and led one of our

number into grievous sin. The beautiful spirit manifested by some toward

the weak, erring one was an unmistakable evidence of the powerful work
of God in their hearts. The sin committed compromised all until the

guilty one was found out. I have seen the time when they would not have
shown the forgiving, forbearing spirit that they did in this case. Our hearts

were filled with joy and praise as we beheld the manifestation of His work
in the human soul. While we are not free from much that grieves to the

very heart, yet we are encouraged and hopeful over the present condition of

Clopton School.

Miss Reynolds writes of her new day-school most encouragingly.

She says:

I have opened the new pay day-school in Shanghai for the sons of native

policemen. Fifteen boys at a dollar a month each have matriculated al-

ready, and others will soon follow. The policemen receive very fair wages

for their services, and are much pleased to avail themselves of the opportu-

nity of giving their boys the instruction we offer.

Both English and Chinese are taught, and the school is conveniently lo-

cated near the police quarters. Already it has been prophesied that "I'll

have to ])ull down my barns and build greater." The policemen are talk-

ing about a school upon the same basis and of the same grade for their girls,

which before very long I hope will be established.

Day-school work in China gives fine opportunity for the woman's work
and for mothers' meetings. Women do not generally attend church, so to

find them in their homes, through the children, is one of the means by
which we hope to reach them. In the mothers' meetings, where they often

come to secure simple lessons in knitting and sewing, they hear the word

read and explained; and, as the truth sinks into their heaits, it takes root

and brings forth fruit in the home.

The following, by Miss Hankin, gives an interesting account of

the Nantziang schools:

It seems much easier to write about our own work when there are only

difficulties and hardships to be enumerated. There is then no possibility of

being thought conceited. But self-laudation seems to creep iu and tinge ev-

ery shout of victory, for no missionary can be disinterested.

For years I had thought that my time would be seed-lime only, and I tried

always to sow in hope and be willing for others to reap. This Conference

year, however, has brouglit such precious harvests of souls that my heart

was filled with joy unspeakable. Xo mother ever rejoiced more over the

conversion of her own child than I have over the heathen children in my
schools who have come out so bravely on the Lord's side. And, while I re-

alize that my work has just begun, and that graver responsibilities rest upon
me since these lambs came into the fold, I have been thankful for this visi-

ble token of God's presence with us.

2
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My work has been greatly enlarged this year, though less exacting than

ever before. Only eight hours a day are allowed for regular class work, so

that I am never tired, and have many houis for the numerous visitors who
€ome daily, unless the weather prevents.

At half past eight in the morning I meet the pupils and teachers of the

boys' school for a Bible lesson. From nine to half past twelve I teach Eng-

lish. There are in this class about forty pupils, whose ages range from six

to twenty-six. The afternoon I give entirely to the day-pupils. Tiie^e are

divided into three Bible classes and one infant class. All study arithmetic

and geography, though the infant class persist in telling me they know
nothing about a mountain, and think my class-room a foreign country. At

five o'clock in the afternoon I meet the girls and women in the girls' school,

where we have singing, Bible-reading, and jirayer. Even when the rain

pours in torrents, as it did to-day, there are always two or three women
present—I mean outside women—and sometimes there are twenty or moie.

After talking with them there we often invite the girls and women to our

own home, and not infrequently they remain until twilight. Tliis gives us

an opportunity to gain their confidence and make them feel we are really

trying to do them good.

Three weeks ago there was a grand wedding here, and a number of high la-

dies from Ta Tsong attended. They were the guests of one of ray patrons, and

came to see us, botli in our home and school. They seemed charmed with ev-

erything about the school, and gave me a cordial invitation to visit them at

TaT.-ong, a city famed for its exclusiveness and bitter hostility to foreigners.

I have two schools in West Nantziang, which I visit twice a week. One
of the teachers is a Christian, the other a probationer; or, rather, I should

say, one is a Church -member, the other a probationer. We have a nice re-

ception-room for women at this place; there is also a chapel, where the

General Board has street-preaching. This work is too new to say more than

that it is in a busy part of town, the schools are always well attended, and
there aie always some women to speak with whenever the doors are open.

Yesterday when I came out there were several pedlers at the door, and I

liought two little baskets for the children, and a dear old countrywoman
was so pleased. She s-aid: "Foreigners aie like Ciiinese, buying toys for

the children."

This year the majority of my teachers are members of the Church, and
all are favorably inclined to Christianity. All take part in the Bible-read-

ings, and all belong to the Sunday-school.

I would that every one who has contributed to tlie support of the-e

schools here could have been with us this afternoou. We met the proba-

tioners of the school after tiie regular lessons were o\er, and, as I looked

at the mud-stained little fellows, who had no warm, bright fire at home
to dry their damp clothes or warm their chilled bodies, I thought how pie-

cious to them must be the truth that brought them the hope of heaven.

One of the little boys had to defy his elder brother in order to come to the

meeting. He is quite willing for him to study the Bible, but objects serious-

ly to anything that he thinks tends toward joining the Church.

At present I have in my employ nine tt achers, with an average of twen-
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ty-five pupilrf each, and four Bil^le women, two of whom give their entire

time to the work.

Love to every dear one connected with our Board.

Miss Coftey, who is associated with Miss Eankin, writes of the

Nantziang work also:

I am at a loss to know just how to tell you anything about my work. A
statistical report is too cold, stiff, and bare, and not without resemblance to

the "valley of dry bones" before the life-giving wind pa^^sed over it. As

regards details and incidents relating to individuals, I am like most young
mothers are about the prattle of their children. It is all so interesting that

they are unwilling to leave anything untold, and the enumeration and nar-

rative goes on ad infinitum.

To steer clear of both extremes and give a general view is not easy ; and,

besides, the description would not be an account of Nantziang work, but

of any place where the gospel is taught.

While there are a few gathered from among tlie rounds who frequent our

Bible-readings, rooms, and public meetings, likewise a few from the groups

of children who come to us, the work from which deepest, most lasting re-

sults come is personal conversation and close communion with individuals.

Such interviews are not easily obtained, as few souls are sufficiently awa-

kened to be willing to have a heart-searching talk with God or some of his

cliildren. There is sometimes true repentance and earnest desire for truth

hidden beneath an apparently phlegmatic, stolid exterior. In several in-

stances after weeks or months of trial and sorrow a pupil has given evidence

of a genuine change of heart. They do not submit calmly and without

struggle to the work of the Holy Spirit, but apparently try to drive off the

influence of this convicter of sin liy plunging into greater depths of wicked-

ness. Besides those who strive against the Spirit, there are simple, trusting

souls willing to be led to Jesus. Of this happy clas?, I am blessed with

twenty teachable, timid, trusting little girls. There are twelve girls who are

striving to keep a hold upon their old religion. The struggle is a hard one,

and their success is small. Six others have given themselves to Jesus. We
not infrequently hear: "Sutler me first to go and bury my father." Many
say without hesitation: " I can not be a Chri>tian while my parents live.

AVhen they are dead I will come." A wife will say: "I am hindered, but

here is my neighbor. Her husband is dead; she can believe Christianity."

Jn behalf of all these hindrances in human form prayer is offered daily by

those who have come up out of great tribulation, and have confessed Jesus

before men.

Among the great numbers of crushed, broken-hearted women that we
meet there are many evidences that, deep down at the l)ottom of the heap

of sin, superstition, and ignorance which buries a Chinese woman's life,

there are yearnings and desires for a better life and relief that rise sadly

and continually. These have a child's mind in a woman's body, but it is a

child's mind in ignorance but not in innocence—a difficult and deplorable

condition. One woman, whose husband smokes opium and beats her with-

out mercy, came batheil in tears, and asked for a Bible and a printed copy
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of the Lord's Pra3'er. She said she had been trying to pra}' for relief and
help, bnt she thought it would be better to read from the Bible and read the

Lord's Prayer. Her husband shows no signs of improvement, but she still

smiles at me when he lets her come to the door of her home.

Another is a third wife, who was cast away because her husband had a

greater number of wives tlian he cared to support. She and her three chil-

dren were sent out. She now reads the Bible and a number of hymns cjuite

well, and gives promise of becoming a useful woman. There are many other

similar cases arising continually.

It is cause for gratitude that boys who attended Mis -5 Rankin's school

years ago are now bringing their sisters to my girls' school. From this class

we have received girls of the highest social position in the town as well as

some from the lowly walks of life. One high-caste was l^rought two days

ago by her cousin, who is now employed on a man-of-war.

Woman's Work in Honu Kew.

Mrs. A. P. Parker reports as follows:

Last year ni}' husband was removed from Soochow to Shanghai, and jjut

in charge of the Anglo-Chinese College and the Hong Kew Cimrch. My
part was to do what I could to build up the woman's side of the work. We
have no church-building in Hong Kew, and the women had never been in-

vited into the college chapel to attend the services held there. A church

built up of (inly young gentlemen students and no families can not form a

very stable church, so it was thought best to invite the women to come into

the college compound and the chapel until we could secure a church build-

ing, which we hope may not be long. At the first service, held on the 24th

of November, there were only four women present. The number has been

steadily increasing, until now- one row of benches is well tilled with women
and girls. On Sabbath afternoons I hold a meeting for women only in my
own home, and have an average attendance of twenty. We have organized

a missionary society which has fifteen members, each contributing some-

thing each month.

On my list of helpers are two Bible women. An old worker, Mrs. Dzau>

has been very faithful in going out almost daily visiting, and she always

brings some women to the meetings with her. The other one, Marcia

Marvin, is a young woman who has not been in good health during most of

the year, and is now in the hospital at Soochow.

To help in the work, both in their direct and indirect influence, we have
opened three day-schools. One is in the college compound. It did not

seem to prosper at first ; but since*we have secured a good teacher, and I buy
their books and have been giving them three lessons a week, the school

has prospered. Two schools for girls are taught bj"^ young women from the

boarding-schools, and are doing fairly well. A fourth school, which had
been supported by the General Board, wa^ turned over to us. I dismissed

the teacher, and hope to find one more interested in his work. I had hoped
to do a great deal of visiting among my neighbors, but my strength was
used up on the other work.
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Mrs. R. A. Parker reports as follows of the Sung Kiang work,

which she superintended before Mrs. Burke and Miss Leveritt en-

tered upon it.

We have been iiaving regular meetings for the women during the year;

have had large attendance, and have made friends with a great many, some
of whom I hope will become Christians. We usually gave the whole of the

afternoon to the women, as, after the meeting, some are sure to ask me to let

them in to visit a while, which gives us a chance to make friends with them,

and also to receive invitations to their homes.

Mrs. Yen, the Bible woman, has been doing a good work in visiting and
talking to those who come for medicine, and, in fact, every one she meets.

I regret very much her leaving us, as she is earnest and faithful, and it will

be hard to find one who can fill her place.

The native preachers' wives have also been very faithful in doing all they

could to help in the woik of their Master.

The people are all so friendly and so anxious to have us go to their homes.

I think the prospects for work are fine, if one lady could give the whole of

her time to it.

Soochow District.

Ml&SlOyARIES.

Miss Jennie Atkinson, Mrs. J. P. Campbell,*

Miss Martha Pyles, Mrs. J. A. Gaither,

Miss Lizzie Martin, Miss Alice Waters,*
Dr. Margaret Polk.

= Home on leave.

Some changes have taken place in the Soochow Avork, in the

hospital, and in some of the day-school work. The hospital, for-

merly under the supcrintendency of Dr. Anne Walter Fearn, is

now in Dr. Margaret Polk's care. The hospital work has sutTered

no cessation, no loss, as Dr. Fearn very willingly remained in charge

until Dr. Polk could reach the field. Medical work in Soochow is

simply limitless, and the present medical director has her hands

quite as full as her worthy predecessor. Dr. Polk entered upon

her work provided with some trained native women, who assist

much. These women were prepared by Dr. Fearn, and well re-

ward the patience and skill of their instructor. Dr. Polk's report

will give some insight into the labors of the hospital. She writes

as follows:

The hospital, as a whole, is not doing all the work it should, partially be-

cause it is set off liere in one side of the city against tlie wall. This is well,

because down in the city the air would be so foul that a hospital could not

thrive. There should be some way, however, for the people throughout the

city to know that such a place as our hospital is over here against this wall
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in the purer air, and is a place to which they can come. To do this there

should be clinics in various parts of the city and some itinerating trips.

The girls in the hospital who have diplomas can not do this work because

they have to.be guarded and shielded and can not go out alone. Of course

if I go witli them the hospital is left too mucli. In five years, maybe, I can

go alone, having sutiicient command of the language in that time. As a

physician I have to learn several vocabularies—medical, religious, and busi-

ness. Our teachers, of course, teach the Bible vocabulary, but a doctor

should be able to do so too.

We have in the hospital seven well-instructed Chinese girls. The two

older ones have diplomas, and are really very bright girls. One of them
takes charge of the w^ards and one the clinic for three months at a time;

then they alternate. The next girl in age has ahno^t entire charge of the

drug-room, under the supervision of the young doctor in the clinic-room.

One girl dresses all the sores aud wounds that come into the morning clinic,

and the other three attend the wards. Every three months they change.

They are all, except the two older, attending lectuns, and all study English.

They do their own washing and make their own shoes and clothes, so they

keep pretty busy most of the time. The Presbyterians are building a new
hospital here, and two of these ^irls are theii'S, having been put here to learn

nursing, pieparatory to w^ork when their hospital is finished.

We have in the hospital, as part patient and part Bible woman, Marcia

Marvin (Dzau Siau Stia), who teaches the children in the wards to read the

Bible and sing Christian songs. She also talks and reads to the other pa-

tients. Then we have Mrs. Mo, who chaperones the girls, attends to most of

our outside business, and staj'S in the chapel during clinic hours to talk to

the patients who wait their turn for attention from the doctor. One day in

each week the girls clean up the instruments, and one day they all get into

the drug-room and make pills and ointments, and study first-year anatomy.

I study Chinese as much as I can. I am going to try to get my hospital

better advertised. The new hospital will be advertised largely, not as a

charity hospital, but as one for the use of the better class of Chinese. This

will not interfere with the children.

I keep pretty busy, as I teach the girls English and nursing, handle all

the accounts, attend the prayers, hear the reporls, keep up the stock, and

look after the sick. Some days we have thirty or forty people to come in to

the clinic; other times only a few. The wards hold thirty people. Some-

times they are full, sometimes only five or six are there. Sometimes the

patients will all be doing well, sometimes they will be so ill I must be up all

night as well as all day. Sometimes I have calls from the city which take

me outside of the regular hospital practise. The opportunities of the med-
ical profession for spreading Christianity can not be estimated.

Mrs. Park has done valuable v^ork in this connection vpith oui*

Soochow hospital, and speaks of being profited as well as pleased

to be so engaged. She has given a very interesting account of the

morning exercises in the chapel, at which Bible women, students,

nurses, hospital servants, and all the patients able to attend are
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gathered together. She has done as much personal work in the

wards as her health permitted, and taught a class in English.

During the last year of Dr. Anne Walter Fearn's administra-

tion of work in the Soochow hospital, the following statistics will

give some idea of the amount of work done:

Dispensary patients 2,458

Return patient-^ 1,235

Stray patients .... 1,571

Out practise 299

Itinerating visits 3 ,299

Ward 218

Operations 185

Out nursing 138

Total 7,403

Prescriptions recorded 7,081

Number of medical students 6

Number of nurses 4

Number of Bible women 1

Mortality in wards 3

While there has been no increase in the number of patients treated

over last year, it is yet an encouraging fiict that there lias been a won-
derful increase in the work in our immediate vicinity; whereas last year

we held two out clinics and did some itinerating, this year the hospital has

demanded my whole attention. Our two native physicians have made
weekly trips, alternating with each other, with Mrs. Gaither and the Bible

women into the country and neighboring villages. In this way we have

been able to reach many who could not come to us, and in a small way have

kept up the itinerating. Tliey are very capable, very earnest workers, and

we trust that the future will bring more women physicians, both native and

foreign, to minister unto these people.

Miss Jennie Atkinson, assisted by one of our new missionaries,

Miss Lizzie Martin, continues abundant in labors, serving the

Lord and his Church. Some very desirable changes have been

made in the location of her Soochow day-schools. Of this the ac-

companying letter speaks:

A number of changes have been made among the native teachers, result-

ing in the best corps of teachers the schools have ever had. Advances have
been made along all lines. At Snng-nga-zien, in the heart of the city, four

schools are gathered into one building. At the last Conference this wa&
taken into the Konghong Circuit, and made a regular preaching-place. At
this place thirteen probationers have been enrolled during the year. Four-

have been enrolled at First Church from another work. Seven have re-

ceived baptism during the year. Much attention has lieen paid to Christian,

books, and many of the children have gained a surprising knowledge of"
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the Bible. For two years past English has been taught to eome of the older

pupils in the day-schools as an indueenient to them to remain in school, and

thus give us further opportunity to teach them Christian truth. The plan

has worked well, and has given us a better class of pupils and kept them
with us for a longer time.

Miss Atkinson, in a later letter, gives further particulars in this

<;onnection

:

Since I moved into our new rooms we have been getting gradually set-

tled and carrying on the work too. The place needed so much cleaning,

and is far from clean yet, but I dismissed the cleaner yesterday, feeling that

I could not aftbrd him any longer, and tliat our force would do the best we
could by ourselves, by degrees. We have both been doing coolie work
right along for more than a week, washing doors, and floors and windows
too. We have matting now on two floors and the stejis. Can have fire in

two rooms, but am sure the kitchen flue and the chimney to the dining-

room and my bedroom will have to be torn down and rebuilt, as they

smoke dreadfully. With that exception everything is lovely. My room is

beautiful, and so is the dining-room, in which Miss Martin studies when
she is not smoked out. The study is nice, too, and so is her bedroom. We
think our home is about perfect, and there is no other place on the face of

the globe where we would rather be.

Miss Martin and I are not only contented, but happy, and our happiness

increases as the days go by. Everything on the place comes in to prayer

twice daily. We have a hymn, a lesson, an explanation, either by Mrs.

Zung or myself, and then a prayer by some one in turn, there being seven

of us who lead when sufficiently urged. Miss Martin has already led twice,

and did well. She does not mind the crowd at all.

A good many of the Mo Long ka children were lost when the school was

moved here, especially the girls. More were lost than I expected, but a

good many have come. Mr. Sung and Mrs. Hong teach here, and now have

fifty-five pupils between them, and the promise of quite a number more, so

that I think opening the third school here will be inevitable, perhaps by the

beginning of the quarter. That will simply be keeping the number of schools

up to eleven, as formerly. I would rather the one to be opened be a girls'

school, if I had a decent teacher in view. I think Miss Pyles is pleased

with Yoahwo, so I would not ask for her. Mr. and Mrs. Li and old Mr.

Tsoo are teaching at Sung-nga-zieu. They have seventy-five between them,

and others coming in. There are seventy-five nice children, whose ages range

between six and eighteen, at Tsaung-ka. That is a wonderfully promising

work. The children are the best-behaved, the cleanest, and the best-taught

day-school pupils I have ever seen. They are beginning to pay for English,

too, and I promise to work in the tuition here also just as soon as it seems

at all practicable. The class at Tsaung-ka, who read the too-bak Bible in-

telligently, number thirty, and is constantly increasing. All the schools

have arithmetic, and I am putting geography back, in order to give it a trial

under the present better-qualified teachers. At Sy-boo-jan there are twenty-

seven, mostly clean, interesting children, but young. Their teacher is a
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jewel. I have heard no definite news from tlie old teacher who went to

the country. There is one girl at S3'-boo-jan, about eight at Tsaung-ka,

three here, and about fifteen at Sung-nga-zieu. Eight pupils are Church-

members and two probationers, who worship here regularly. Several pro-

bationers stopped, and one went to Mr. Hearn. Another one from Tsaung-

ka tried to go, but failed to get in, and may perhaps come here.

Our chapel seats al)Out one hundred and fifty people, and could not be

dispensed with. Our nyui kakdaung is not yet in order, but it is largely

the fault of the landlord and the bad weather, and my lack of time to get

things together. Our regular prayer-meeting is held here every Tuesday

afternoon, and is well attended. Beginning next Monday, we want to have

a woman's meeting here once a week, and once in two weeks at Sung-nga-

zieu. I want to take part in each of these meetings, and that is all the pure-

ly woman's work I can do now if I keep up my school work. Miss Martin

can not, of course, relieve me as much yet as Miss Steger did, and there are

additional cares in connection with this new i>lace, so that every minute

is occupied, and I could profitably occupy just as many more. Miss Martin

teaclies her class in Sunday-school in English, but they are taught the les-

son thoroughly in Chinese every day in the week. The women are, of

course, disposed to be neighborly, and Mrs. Sung is very nice to them, but

we were almost run over for two or three days.

Mrs. Ng is developing beyond my wildest expectations. She is not one

bit afraid of brooms, maps, dust-pans, coal-scuttles, or anything, and is

learning so fast! Her boy is the best-behaved child on the place. She has

him under perfect control. I really am quite proud of her; am so glad I

kept her.

I am going to get hanging lamps for the chapel, and on Sunday nights I

aQi going to invite all the day-school teachers and the larger boys here to a

little service, and see if we can't do them some good. It might grow into a

real revival. Who knows? I want also to have a teachers' meeting once a

month to talk over business methods, etc. I think we have a big work. I

am sure we do not overrate our opportunities and possibilities in this place.

There is not a better situation in Soochow, nor any two women more willing

to work, or happier in it.
•

The boarding-school of Soochow, called the East Side School

now, has had a prosperous year under the direction of Miss Mai*-

tha Pyles, Principal. Eleven pupils have recently been received

into full connection in the Church, and all show evidence of genu-

ine, lasting conversion, as well as of the change of deportment and

-conversation. Writing of this school a few weeks since, Miss

Haygood said: "Miss Pyles and her assistant are doing beautiful

work at East Side, and her older pupils are always ready to help

in Christian work, as they have opportunity." Her hearty com-

mendation of the efficiency of all our missionaries is cause of thank-

fulness.

A most interesting Bible woman's work, under the supervision of
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Mrs. Julia Gaither, is becoming a marked feature in the Soochow

Mission as well as in Shanghai and Nantziang. Mrs. Gaither

speaks of the work turned over to her by Mrs. Parker at the be-

ginning of the last Conference 3'ear. She has continued the house-

to-house visiting, has held meetings at important centers in the

cit}', besides visiting a number of villages around. The Bible

women have been very faithful, and God has greatly blessed their

labors. Mrs. Gaither is indefatigable in her department, and has

had the joy of seeing results from her efforts. It is quite impos-

sible in a work like hers to make a report that will show its ex-

tent, its depth, or its progress. Only God knows the power of

the Word when backed by the Divine Spirit. Mrs. Gaither wrote

as follows in a recent letter to Miss Ilaygood:

Yours received to-day, just a short time before starting with Zeng N-ix

to the meeting at Tzang-ka. You know it is one of the longest walks I

liave to take, unless in the village work. I returned quite late and very

tired. I have ordered the boat to be called to start to Waung-daung in the

morning. I am glad to know that our large Bible Woman's Home and

School will soon be opened.

At Waung-daung, a village about live miles from Soochow, the houFe is

rented, and the teacher and his wife have moved. I hope to have a Sun-

day-school there, also a meeting for the women and a day-school. It is

just beginning, so I can not tell of its success yet.

Our missionary society delights my heart. Yesterday every seat in my
study was tilled, and you know what a rainy day it was. We now ha.ve

forty-two members. Yesterday when the roll was called every member an-

swered to her name with a verse of Scripture. The meeting was delight-

ful. The next one is to be in the chapel of the Davidson Memorial Bible

College. I am so glad, for my study will soon be quite too small.

March 11, 1897.—I just returned from this place a short time before sup-

per. To my surprise, some time before the boat reached the landing, I saw

Zung Sieu-Sang (Chaplain to the Hospital) standing on the bank waiting

for us. The teacher's wife came to meet us. Their name is also Zung.

I will have a nice chapel when it is furnished with benches. A very

large crowd followed us into the house, and they kept gathering. After I

had looked at the house and had given the order for the benches and some
other thing.'^, I asked Znng Sieu-Sang if he would not preach to the crowd.

He commenced talking, but only a few around him could hear what he

was saying. I proposed to him to stand on the table atone side of the

room. He at once did so, but the crowd being so noisy, Loh N-u raised the

song, "Jesus Loves Me," and we quickly joined her. This silenced them
incely, and Zung Sieu-Sanji commenced and preached them a good sermon.

It certainly was delightful to see that crowd listen totiiat sermon or talk; it

was so well suit'Hl to them. This is a very large village near the moun-
tains. Think! There are only two Christians in the place—the teacher and
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his wife—not another tliat I know of. They did seem so glad to see me.

The teaclier has five pnpils in this short time, and such bad weather. Pjay

for this work. The Lord is at the hehn.

The weather being unfavorable, I wore my arctics and took my oil

stove, so I went in real comfort. The Bible women seemed so pleased

with the place. One thing I did not like: Just about as we enter the

house we pass a large coffin containing the body of a man who died last

year. There is a piece of thin matting or something of that kind thrown

loosely over the top. He was the son-in-law of the woman from whom we
rent the house. She lives near the school. I do not know just how to

manage this. I will talk to Zung Sien-Sang, and see Avhat can be done. It

certainly ought to be buried. As the hot weather comes on, it ought not to

be there, where the Bible women and myself go.

Statistics of Missions in China.

Boarding-schools 3

jNIissionaries, including one medical 16

Bible women 20

Day-schools 46

Pupils under instruction 2,500

Christian pupils 250

Hospitals 2

Physicians 1

Native physicians 2

Medical students 10

School buildings 6

Rented school buildings 20

Value of school property $20,000

Value of hospitals. . . 12,500

Value of boarding-school property. 33,600

Value of property owned by Woman's Board $66,100



MEXICO.

MEXICAN BORDER MISSION CONFERENCE.

Woman's Board Commenced Work in 1881.

MISSIONARIES.

Miss Nannie E. Holding, Mrs. A. E. McClendon,
Miss Delia Holding, Miss Edith Park,

Miss Hardynia Norville, Miss Esther Case,

Miss Lelia Roberts.

Unusual prosperity marks the work of the Woman's Board in

the Republic of Mexico. There is valuable j)roperty well furnished

for home and school purposes on the border, at Laredo, in Saltillo,

San Luis Potosi, Guadalajara, Durango, and Chihuahua. At each

point, as the repoi'ts of those in charge will show, are large, inter-

esting schools, ably managed. In visiting these mission stations I

was not only gratified at the signs of prosperity, but was surprised

that with the little money expended by the Board the school prop-

erty was so substantial, so conveniently arranged, and so comforta-

ble. Well-built, well-furnished homes are valuable object-lessons

among a people who seem to know more of street life than home
life. The Woman's Board well supplements the woi'k of the Gen-

eral Board, and it seemed to me that neither could accomplish much
without the other. At the Conference held in the city of Mexico

by the missionaries of our Board, a few months ago, much good

resulted, reviewing the year's work, considering the best methods

to be used, and bringing all in closer touch with the Divine, as well

as with each other. The following reports, by Miss Nannie E.

Holding, as Agent of the Board, as well as Principal of the Laredo

Seminary, present interesting particulars:

Mexican Work.

Early in January, 1896, I was called to Chihuahua by a telegram from

Dr. Morrison, who was quite anxiously waiting to transfer the property

which the Woman's Board of Missions had purchased from the General

Board. Tliis property consisted of two parsonages: one occupied l)y the

missionary, and the other by the native i)astor. The grounds belonging to

these were adjoining those of the Woman's Board of Missions, and were

very desirable after our school outgrew its limits. The two now form the

handsomest liome we have in Mexico, a cheerful and happy abiding-place
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for many boys and girls. The school is well organized, and runs with the

regularity of clockwork. Miss Lizzie Wilson and Mii^s Harper are true

yokefellows, with the same unselfish interest in the advancement of the

cause. They have been favored in secuiing conscientious teachers, who
have proved a blessing to the school.

As the spring term drew to a close Miss "Wilson's failing strength became
so evident that we urged her to take a rest and make the long-talked-of

tri]) to her own home in Ireland. While she was gone Miss Harper carried

forward the vacation work, which is no light task in our large mission

homes. JNIiss Lizzie Wilson returned in time for the fall opening. On my
second visit, in company with Mrs. Triieheart and Mrs. Butler, early in the

fall, I was glad to note both boarding and day schools full.

At the time of my first visit some question arose as to the legality of the

deeds to our property, which delayed me much beyond my time limit, mak-
ing it impossible for me to visit any of the other stations except Durango.

I was glad to meet here our new missionary, Miss Carson. Though she had

been in the field several months, I had not met her before. She was dili-

gently studying the language; she was also doing good work in tlie English

department, besides helping Miss Tydings with outside classes. There has

been no change in this work except an eftbrt to relieve Miss Tydings from

too close confinement to the music-room, giving her more time for outside

work. On account of the illness and death of one of the teachers, more
school work devolved upon Miss McFarren, which taxed her strength very

much.

As yet the people of Durango are very fanatical, and in consequence

it is the most difficult in which to establish our work. Still, the same
success marks the efforts that have been made, as the reports of the mis-

sionaries will show. It was nmch later in the year before I could arrange

to visit the other stations. I joined ]Miss A. V. Wilson on her return from

her home, and went with her to Guadalajara, to arrange for the last pay-

ment on the new property. The school was in session. Miss Dorsey, with

the assistance of Miss Strider and Florencia, the native helper, had man-
aged well during Miss AVilson's absence. In Guadalajara, as in all other

places, we reacli the poorest first. Miss Dorsey was giving quite a number
of the children their midday meal, and had found it necessary to make
some of them respectably decent before she could attempt to teach them.

There is a small house with jiutio adjoining our property, which is desira-

ble, in order to separate entirely the boys' school from that of the girls. If

the Woman's Board of Missions could see its way open to purchase this, the

Guadalajara work would be well equipped with amjjle room to carry on the

four departments. Later, when I visited this station with our Secretary, I

was glad to note many improvements, and a large increase in the school.

Both going to and from Guadalajara I had the opportunity of visiting the

work at San Luis Potosi. Miss Blackljurn still controls the woman's work
and cliarity school. She has labored under the disadvantage of an imper-

fect knowledge of the language, having to do much of the work through an

interpreter. She is giving all the time possible to the study of the language.

I wish the Board could enlarge at San Luis Potosi. We need buildings
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large enough to accommodate all departments of work. Miss Toland retains

her hold upon the imblic. With her efficient band of teachers she has made
tlie Collegio the most popular school in San Luis.

I have not visited Saltillo as often as nsnal. I kept tliiiiking " it is so

near I may go at any time," with the usual result of l)eing rushed at the

last. On my first visit the school was in session, with a large number in at-

tendance, as also the woman's class. My second visit was made with Mrs.

Trueheart and Mrs. Butler, during the vacation. Miss Case and Miss Mat-

tie Roberts were away. Miss Roberts has not been strong this year, though

at this writing she is much improved. The health of our missionaries has

been more broken this year. A large number of them have re(iuired abso-

lute rest. The wliole number under instruction during the year is 1,993

women and children.

Laredo Work.

"Tlie lines have fallen unto me in pleasant places; yea, I have a goodly

heritage." We are closing one of the most quiet, uneventful, and jjeaceful

years of our mission work; whether it has been one of the most fruitful or

not, eternity alone may determine. There has been very little sickness as

compared with other years; an epidemic of measles, taxing time and
sti-ength, but fortunately of short duration— only two or three cases that

lingered beyond the usual time of recovery.

Early in the year we were blessed with a levival season. Many were re-

el.limed, and irany were born into the kingdom of Christ. Brothers Grimes

(our pastor) and Onderdonk conducted the services. The church has pros-

pered under his care. It is not often that we pass the Sunday afternoon

without preaching services. As the years go by we r alize more and more
the inestimable value of Faith Hall, where all of our religious meetings are

conducted, and where the Master draws nigh to hear and to bless. After the

series of meetings closed we continued to have the noon voluntary prayer-

service, wbich has been a great help to us all in keeping us and establish-

ing us in our religious life. It is as if we heard the voice of Him who of

old called to his disciples with tender concern: "Come ye yourselves apart

. . . and rest a while "—a break in the busy day in which to rest and quiet

the soul. W^e missionaries are so apt to bee me absorbingly engrossed with

the pressing duties of the moment, we are prone to forget we may some-

times serve better by choosing Mary's place of rest at the Master's feet.

Throughout the year the school has been full, and good work has been

done by mo-t of the impils. If it were possible, we should like to shut out

all droiiex; but while we are i^ulling them along, trying to keep them up to an

ordinary standard of good work, they may be gaining more than we think.

We try to feel—nay, more, to realize—that every one who enters our mis-

sion school is a loan, or a gift, for whom in a measure we are wholly re-

sponsible, be that one bright or dull. There has been very little change in

the school work or in our Faculty. With two exceptions our teachers are

the same who taught last year; they have been earnest and faithful both

in day and Sunday school work.

We report but two graduates for the year: Miss May M. Sharbrough,

]Mrs. Anderson's sister; and Servando Esquivel, the latter the boy who
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was reported lust year as being so deeply interested in jail work. He mani-

fested the same interest this year; he often spoke of "our prisoners" in

a tender, loving manner, showing the real love he had for them. Through
the kindness of Miss Watts, our helper from Missouri, Servando was of-

fered a year's instruction in Prof. Henry's college at Fredericktown, Mo.

He still holds to his pin-pose of becoming a minister of the gospel. AVe

trust his desire may be realized.

Miss Allen, our kindergarten teacher, was also instrumental in securing

for Micaela Lafuente, another one of our pupils, a full course of instruction

in the Louisville Kindergarten. "We feel very grateful to these dear friends

for helping to complete our unfinished work. May the Father reward tliem

according to their kindly deeds! INIay Sliarbrough, our other graduate,

was married in Faith Hall soon after the opening of the fall term.

As soon as the year of my sister's enforced rest expired she resumed her

usual work of superintending the school. Apart from this she has a mul-

tiplicity of duties which are hard to define. In organizing the work for

the year Miss Norville took her old place as teacher of the senior grade.

The classes were so arranged, however, as to leave her time for study of

the language and one afternoon with me in the West End woman's class.

She has been much interested in this outside work. Miss Park was placed

in charge of tlie boys, as last year. As she is now a member of our mission

force, I leave her, as also Miss Xorville, to report their work. Allow me to

say for both of them, they have been true missionary workers. Mrs.

Catching has continued my good right hand in carrying forward the work
of the East End's w'omau's class. I have had but two afternoons to give

to the woman's work. Wlien I see the eagerness of the women to learn,

and their appreciation of everything we do for them, I long for a sepai'nte

place for them, and a special helper of their own. As we now have it ar-

ranged, Mrs. McClendon disniis-es her infant class to give place to the

women; while the We^t End school is closed for some length of time to

make room for the West End class. Yet with this limited time many
hearts have lieen comforted, and some quickened into new life.

The day-schools have been crowded. Mrs. McClendon will tell of the

changes that liave been made in her school, its crowded condition, and the

necessity of turning awaj' many for whom no room could be found.

She has seemed stronger in health this year, and has been full of en-

ergy in carrying forward her branch of the work. Lola is still the dear

little native helper at West End. The school lias been too large lor her to

manage alone. She has had an assistant since the fall term opened. The
children of this school attend the Sunday-school at West End, which fir

nearly two years has been under the superintendence of Mrs. Driver, who
reports increased interest and a more intelligent study of the Bible. I am
also able to report growth in the Nuevo Laredo school, which has been

under Constanza's care for several years. This has also required more help.

During the spring term Miss Ford kindly consented to assist in this work.

AVhen the fall term opened I employed her as one of our regular helpers,

which arrangement has proved beneficial to tiie school, and more rapid ad-

vancement has been made, and more interest in spiritual things.
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Early in the year I opened a school near the arroyo Zacate, and putRer-

narda Mancillas in charge. We also had a Sunday-school at the same
point. It was with regret that I gave up this school; but in the fall, when
we were reorganizing, Mrs. McClendon decided not to receive boys into the-

girls' school. I then moved Bernarda near enough Mrs. McClendon to

have a boys' department in connection with her school, which she could

supervise without much extra labor. During the year we have had 912

women and children under instruction.

With the exception of enlarging the kitchen, there have been no im-

provement-- beyond the usual calciniining and painting, which is so nec-

essary altera year's use of the buildings. Our Cottie Hogue Library now
numbers between seven hundred and eight hundred volumes.

The old Laredo Seminary Missionary Band was reorganized during the

year. Last year it was lost in the Epworth League, being known only as-

" mis-ionary night." We find the children work better under the old

name. With the ready help of our earnest colaborers we have faithfully

carried on all branches of Church work.

Among the noted visitors of the year were Mrs. S. C. Trueheart, our

Foreign and Home Secretaiy, and INIrs. Frank Butler, editor of the Wom-
an's Missionary Advocate. It gave us much pleasure to welcome these-

friends to our mission home. Also the genial jaresence of Dr. Lambuth
brightened our home for one day. We felt the stay of these dear work-

ers from the home land to be all too short.

Miss Norville, also of the Laredo Seminary, submits the foU

lowing:

Another year has swiftly passed—a year checkered with shadows and
sunshine, one of weakness and failures, and yet one very precious to my soul

since the Lord hath led; and the light of his divine love has so illumined

the dark places that, as I look back upon them, they are transformed into

Bethels.

During the first part of the year I superintended the school work and'

taught the graduating class. We had only two graduates, an American girl

and our Mexican boy, of whom you have heard in connection with the jail

work. It was my pleasure to watch a steady development of mind and

spirit in these two throughout the year, and to see them step out into life's

arena rejoicing in the Lord.

As Miss Holding desired that I should teach some of the older girls and

boys during vacation, Servando remained to take a reading course and to re-

view some of his studies, preparatory to entering college in Missouri, where

he is now (thanks to Miss Susie Watts's kind friends). You may be sure

that we, who watched him with prayerful interest during these deciding

months, rejoice to receive his letters, saying: "My heart is fixed. I am de-

termined to spend the remainder of my days in the service of the Lord."

And again: " I am eager for the time to come when I may carry the glad

tidings of salvation full and free to my people."

We were a happy band of not more than fifty during vacation, and we
felt that our hearts were more closely knit together as we joined hands to-



XIXETEEXTH AXXUAL REPORT. 33

advance the work. It was so lovely to have Miss Delia Holding, her old

self once more, going here and there, making clean and attractive every-

thing that she touched.

As I had been forced to give up my outside work for lack of time during

school, it was a recreation for me to assist in the mission Sunday-school, to

serve as organist for Brother Onderdonk, and to visit the sick and the pris-

oners.

Miss Holding decided not to have Sunday-school at the seminary dur-

ing vacation, so I took our girls to the West End Sunday-school, where they

aided greatly in the singing, reading, and teaching. After this we went to

preaching. What a privilege to hear a sermon in one's own language every

Sunday

!

The Spirit of the Lord has ever rested sweetly upon us in our visits to

the jail. We feel that we can not praise him enougli for answered prayers

in behalf of the wretched men behind the prison bars. How often our souls

have been stirred at the sight of from twenty to thirty of these criminals

kneeling at our boy's feet, saying thereby: " Pray for us, that our sins may
be pai'doned, our hearts washed, and our lives made pure." Then the bitter

tears of penitence; the cries for mercy that we have heard, after which the

rejoicing that "Jesus is mine; there is peace in my soul! "

The men are provided with reading-books, slates, pencils, tablets, and
Bibles, and those who know how to read teach the others. Sometimes men
fifty years old learn their letters like little children. Often the more intel-

ligent recite whole chaj^ters in the Bible, which they have learned during

the week. For ten months there has been a young man of some culture, of

seeming refinement, and of the higher class confined in the cell for murder.

At first he seemed unconcerned. Servando, Miss Duran, and I pledged to

pray for him. Soon we enlisted his interest in the day-school. At length

he began to take part in the religious services, to bring up his Scripture

passages, and to kneel for prayer when an opportunity was given to those

who wanted to be saved. How my heart rejoiced a few weeks since when
he rose from his knees with these words on his lips: "My months of lan-

guishing in the prison have not been in vain. They have brought a bless-

ing to me, for I have found Jesus precious to my soul. I am happy in his

love to-day, and, if I am ever set free, shall preach the gospel to those who
know not of his saving power."

'Tis a mission of love which fills one's soul with jo}' to minister to poor
people in sickness. It has been my privilege to go to some dying of starva-

tion and neglect, and to aid them in their distress. While it is a sweet

l^rivilege to relieve the body, how much more precious it is to carry the

bread of life to starving souls

!

One day some one telephoned for the little seminary preacher to go to

see a sick man at the railroad hospital. Servando had never been called
" i)reacher" before, and stumbled over it. It was one of those testing times

which come to all of us. At the close of the day the duty was still unper-

formed. The next morning, after some coaxing, he consented to go with
me. We found an old Mexican man who had been injured in a wreck look-

ing for him. We read, sang, and prayed, after which the old man said:

3
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" Thank you ; l)ut I know the way, and sent for you to teach that man over

there." By this time Servando had forgotten self, and with burning words

told of a Saviour's love, and pointed the stalwart man to the '' Lamb of God,

which (aketh away the sin of the world." He listened attentively, said he

would like to have a Bible, and urged us to come again to see him. Three

Sundays afterward, when at the West End Sunday-school, what a happy
surprise when the man from the hospital walked in! He continued to

come Sunday after Sunday, until one day he entered the room with a new
light in his eyes and a new language on liis tongue. Need I tell you that

he had found the " Pearl of Great Price," and all the week had been preach-

ing to the other inmates of the hospital?

My work this session is lighter than before, there being only one in the

graduating class. I thought it not right to give most of my time and
strength to her, so I asked Miss Holding to let me teach only half of the

day, and aid in some other work. She consented, and I devote considera-

ble time to little duties, which, thougli they feem to be insignificant, de-

mand time and strength. I order and sell the school-books and keep the

book accounts, act as librarian, collect the preacher's salary, keep the roll-

books and make the class schedules, attend to the cleaning of the chapel

building, superintend the literary department of the Epworth League, aid

in the jail work and Woman's Missionary Society, and pretend to study

Spanish.

The hour spent in putting the baby tots to bed is the sweetest of

the day. Their little son^s and verses rest me wlien I am tired. Their

prayers in broken English, sometimes meaningless to me, are understood, I

am sure, Ijy the Searcher of all hearts. Some will persist in praying for

their loved ones who are dead. Lillian rarely fails to pray: "Bless everj'-

body, and help them to be good little girls." Eulalia's prayer to-night

touched me. After thanking God for the beautiful day, and for the privi-

lege of going to school, she asked him to help her to learn her lessons and
to be a good girl.* Then she said :

" Blessed Jesus, give the poor jaeople what
they need, and help the people that have got money to give it; and them
that haven't got no money, Ijlessed Jesus, help them to do the bes' they can."

During the first months of scliool I enjoyed going with Miss Holding to

lier West End sewing-class, but Miss Cervantes, who could sew better than

I, came, so I gave it up and took instead an hour's aritlimetic class.

I M'ould that I might do more for my Master's glory, but I know that 1 e

does not despite the day of little things, and my heart sings a psalm of

praise to-night at the thought of the condescending love which takes up
weak, blundering efforts, and uses them in working out his wonderful plan

of redemption.

Miss Edith Park reports of the boys' school connected with J La-

redo vSeminarj'

:

I did not take up my work at the seminary this year as a stranger. For

three years I had taught in the seminary, and the place had become sec-

ond home to me, and the work very dear to my heait.

Miss AVatts, my predecessor iu the boys' school, had done fine work; so I
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found, when appointed to succeed her, that I must do my best to continue

what she had so well begun.

I have at present thirty-one boys who hve here, besides seven day-pupils.

Several have dropped out during the term for various reasons. One was our

little Joaquin, who had been with us for three years. We were very loath

to give him up. He had winning ways and a sweet disposition. Another
of " our boys," an older one, left us to go to work, but he still assists in the

little West End Sunday-school and in the jail work, faithful and steadfast

always.

Up to the Christmas-tide the home life moved along quite smoothly,

though not without a ruffle now and then. Some of the boys have shown a

thoughtfulness that is quite encouraging, and we pray earnestly for them.

Four hours of the day I am engaged in school work, and have been giv-

ing this term three hours each day to the study of the language. This, with

the home work, fills up the days. Many things come into our home life

that bring us to the feet of the Master with cries for help. At other times

we can sing joyously, and say :
" Lord, establish thou the work of our hands."

Mrs. A. E. McClendon, vi^ho has charge of the Laredo daj'-school,

enrolled two hundred and tw^enty-nine pupils during the year 1896,

with an average daily attendance of a hundred and sixty:

To assist me in so large a school I had two teachers furnished by the

Board and a young Mexican girl employed for the primary department,

whose salary a district at home promised to pay.

Thus we toiled the year through, each one trying to accomplish the work
of two, of course often failing to do all we deemed necessary for the good of

the school ; still not discouraged, but working, hoping for more help in the

future. It may seem strange, yet good was accomplished even under such en-

vironments.

The majority of the children made fair progress, and the girls who have
been in my school from the first did exceedingly well. Many children were

turned away for want of room and teachers, but I am convinced that in the

future my school had best be reduced in numbers than to be crowded with-

out the necessary help.

Through all our trials, the assurance that Laredo day-school grows in fa-

vor year by year is a heart comfort; and the sweet story of Jesus has been
taught to many Mexican children, for which their lives will ever be the

brighter and hapi:)ier.

In peace we leave the year's work with our Father, and turn with glad

faces and hopeful hearts to the new year, asking your prayers in our behalf

that, with more strength and wisdom, we may be able to serve the Master

more faithfully.

Miss Lelia Eoberts, Principal, says of Saltillo College:

The tenth year of my missionary life in Mexico has just passed, and I

must render an account of it. Comparing this year with the first, gratitude

constrains me to acknowledge that the Lord has been my helper in every

time of need, and has established the work to which he called me. Ten
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years ago I came to tlie field alone, knowing nothing of the Spanisrh lan-

guage or of the Mexican people. From time to time Christian workers

have come to be my fellow laborers in the gospel, so now we number eight

teachers, five of whom are natives and three are foreigners. I began

teaching with 7 little girls; this year we have taught 210 children and 49

women, in all 259 persons. We have had under our care an average of 160

souls for each of the ten ye^rs. Ten years ago the Woman's Board had not

thought of occupying Saltdlo as a mission field; to-day it has property worth

several thousand dollars and an outlook of great promise. We were de-

prived of our preacher and one teacher for a few months during the year,

but both places are now supplied satisfactorily. The governor selected our

young minister, Rev. Andres Osnna, l)ecause of hU excellent character as a

Christian and a gentleman, to take to the United States five young men,,

graduates from the Normal School here, three of whom are Protestants al-

ready. His object is to put the direction of the public schools of tlie state

of Coahuila into their hands after they shall have spent two years studying

the best methods of teaching in the United States. Their expenses are all

paid by the government. This step, we believe, will be the means of es-

tablishing the cause of Ciiristianity more firmly here.

In March we had to give up Maria Hernandez, whom I had supported

and educated for eight years. Her uncle, one of our preachers, who lives

near the Pacific coast, claimed her, and in Mexico the claim of any relative

i-5 stronger than that of any adopted relation. At first the thought of hav-

ing to let her go saddened me; but now I am entirely reconciled to the sep-

aration, since she writes affectionate lettei-s telling me how happy she is,

helping her uncle, teaching a class in the Sunday-school, playing the organ,^

and visiting with him as he carries the gospel to the homes of the people.

She joined the Church five years ago. Since referring to Maria, it will be

interesting to learn of some of our other girls who through the instrumen-

tality of til is school, have become Christians.

Nieves Cadena came to us a devout worshiper of the Virgin, a weekly con-

fesser to the priests, a lover of the dance, etc. She is truly converted, testi-

fies to tiie grace of God in her heart, and teaches what she knows of the

Holy Scriptures with the simplicity of a child and the liberty of an average

minister of three years' practise. She belongs to one of the first families in

Saltillo, and is doing all in her power to bring her mother, father, brothers,

and sisters to a saving knowledge of the Saviour. She suffers persecution

with heroic fortitude, and never for an instant is ashamed to tell what God
has done for her soul.

Beatriz de Leon came to us from Monterey, and during her first year in

our school was converted and baptized. Her every-day walk and conversa-

tion prove tiiat her iieart is changed. She delights in reading the Bible,

works among her companions who are not religious, trying to persuade them
of the truth and power of the gospel, and when asked to do so leads in the

children's prayer-meetings. Her service for the Master is a joyous one.

Then there is Mamie Hernandez, whose name we changed when we took

her from the feminine of Jesus in Spanish to Mamie, this being the name
of a Georgia friend of Missions who, several years ago, took special inter-
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-est in her. The work she likes most to do is that of giving tracts and invi-

ting people to church services. She is always overjoyed when she can tell

me of the awakening of new interest on the part of any of her relatives

or friends.

Maria Facio belongs to a St. Louis juvenile society. She is a bright girl,

familiar with the Scriptures, and has been a member of the Church several

years. Her acquaintances are many, and she often goes out among them
hunting for new Sunday-school children.

To know Sofia Gonzalez is to love her—bright, pretty, and ever ready

to do a favor. Hers is the leading voice in singing praises to her Maker
and the one always ready to answer Bible questions or relate what she has

read.

Raguel Cruz, the girl for whom the Geoi'getown, Tex., societies provided

for many years, was taken from us in August by her mother, who lives in

Toluca. We liave never had a more intelligent girl tlian Raguel or one

more capable of giving wholesome, sci'iptural advice to her associates. My
list has become too long. There are manj^ other girls who deserve mention,

but other phases of the work must be given space.

I have not been strong enough to make the usual number of visits among
the poor this year, but such work is always interesting. In the house of

Pancha Piiia, the mother of five children and a member of our woman's
class, there is no furniture and the floor is of dirt and skins which serve for

beds. I went on one occasion and found in one corner, curled up drunk

with mescal, the husljand and father. On hearing my voice he recog-

nized it, roused up and staggered across the room, muttering again and
again: "I am the lost sheep you are looking for." He had evidently

heard the truth preached at some time; and it had made such an impres-

sion upon him that, though drunk, he could not forget it. Using his own
words as a text, I tried by the help of the Holy Spirit to melt his heart of

stone. On another occasion I was called upon by one of our women to

visit her brother, who was very low. Her heart longed to have him be-

lieve before he died. When I entered the room he was in great agony.

The pain seemed to be principally in his head. I stood by the bed,

stroked his hair, rubbed his forehead, and talked to him until he became
more quiet. He understood what I said, assented to my questions by
a nod of the head, and just before breathing for the last time said dis-

tinctly: "The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want." In another house a

young lady of the better class became a believer and student of the Bible

from simply reading a copy of the Bible given her by one of our teachers.

She begs me to teach her, which I am most happy to do.

A very interesting feature of our work this year is the Bible Union, com-

posed of thirty-three of our very best girls who are sincere and anxious to

feed their souls daily upon the Word of God. We call this our "Inner Cir-

cle," and have three meetings weekly. They read gladly all the religious

literature I put in their hands.

Miss Esthei' Case, also of 8altillo, writes:

When our plans were made, at the beginning of the year, the Bible class
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and singing in both the primary department of our pay school and in our
charity school, tlie housekeeping, accounts, and several smaller duties were

given to me as my share of the work. I enjoyed every part of it very much,
especially so as it gave me the practise in Spanish wliich I so much needed.

Everything passed off smoothly until Miss Roberts left us to take a much-
needed rest in her own home. Of course many trials came with the new
duties and responsibilities which fell to my lot during the absence of our

directora, but every day brought a fresh fulfilment of the promise, "As thy

days, so shall thy strength be," and the two busy months slipped quickly

away.

During this time we were saddened by the death of Antonia, one of

the first members of the woman's class. Antonia was converted in the

class, and became a faithful Christian and member of the Church, attend-

ing services as long as she had strength to come so far; and, although very

poor, she always gave lier mite toward the support of the Church. I fancy

I can see her now, coming in slowly on Sunday morning, with a patient

smile on her old, wrinkled face, which lighted up more and more as she

drew near to shake hands with us and give us some simple present of fruit,

flowers, or fresh eggs, bought with her hard earnings. She seldom failed to

l)ring us some gift, though we always tried to persuade her not to do so, but

to use the money for herself instead. One Sunday she failed to come, and, go-

ing to her home, we found her sick. After that almost daily visits were made

;

but, in spite of all the efforts made to relieve her, she grew worse. . She

talked beautifully of her Saviour, and of what he had done for her. How she

did long for Miss Roberts to return befoi'e she died ! but she was not permit-

ted to see her again. I think the simple but beautiful funeral service, conr

ducted by our pastor. Rev. Andres Osuna, must have made a deep impres-

sion on her Roman Catholic neighbors.

I also helped Miss Roberts with tlie woman's work. Our thirty-four

women were each making a quilt, A number of friends sent us scraps of

cloth for the purpose, but of course the pieces had to be cut and the women
taught to put them together. After the sewing was put away we taught

them the Bible lesson, repeating the verse many times until it was commit-

ted to memor}'. After the lesson we sang hymns and knelt in prayer; then

came the leave-taking, shaking iiands with each woman. Each has some
request to make or advice to ask. One has a sick child, and thinks that of

course we can cure it; another delivers a message from a friend, a member
of the class, who was so busy that she could not come; Francisca asks again

where the lesson is found, that she may study it in her home; another asks

permission to take a liynin-book home with her to practise the new hymn;
some one wants to know if we haven't a pair of old shoes that we can give

her, because the onts she has on are so badly worn that she can not wear

them on the street many more times. Poor things! they are so needy, and

have so few comforts and so many cares. Well do I remember Romana's

grief the day she came to tell us that money had been stolen from a relative

who was stopping at her house, and that she was so poor she could not help

to replace it.

I enjoy very much teaching the Bible lesson to the children of the first
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and second grades and conducting their morning prayers, and, though some
of the pupils of this department sometimes hide to keep from hearing the

lesson, it is the result of the training they receive in their Roman Catholic

homes; and many who used to hide now take their places promptly, and
listen with interest, answering questions gladly and kneeling in prayer.

When I have time I visit the people in their homes. One day I told

some of the little girls of the charity school that I wanted to go home with
them, to find where they lived and get acquainted with their mothers.

They said that they would take me with them the next day, for their moth-
ers were washing away from home that day. When we reached Mariana's

house, I found it truly swept and garnished: the dirt floor was as clean as

dirt can be made, and the chairs were carefully dusted and arranged in a

prim row against the wall. I was given a heai'ty welcome, but, as it was
getting late, I had to hurry away to visit the other home near by, after in-

viting the two women to church and the woman's class. As we started to

the other house, I missed Rosa, and, asking for her, one of the children

whispered: "We each gave one centavo, and Rosa has gone to buy one cen-

tavd's worth of bread, one of coffee, and two of milk; we are ashamed that

we have nothing better." How my heart was touched ! These poor little

waifs wanted to be hospitable, and w^ere going to give me merienda when,
perhaps, they would go to bed hungry themselves. I begged tliem not ta

prepare the coffee, but to keep it for their supper. I wondered if they had
learned the verse :

" Use hospitality one to another without grudging."

NORTHWEST MEXICAN MISSION CONFERENCE.
MISSIONARIES.

Miss Lizzie Wilson, Miss Kate C. McFarren,
Miss Lucy Harper, Miss Ellie Tydings,

Miss Hattie G. Carson.

Chihuahua and Durango are the two stations in this Conference

occupied by the Woman's Board.

The school buildings and homes are as conamodious and conve-

nient and as suitably furnished as the Board could desire. No un-

necessary expenditures have been made, but veiy satisfactory ac-

commodations for teachers and pupils, the result of wise manage-

ment and the economical use of the means at command.
The college at Chihuahua is perhaps the most beautiful of the

buildings owned by the Board in Mexico, and the most complete

in its appointments. MacDonell Institute, at Durango, is well

equipped, and well supplied with what is needed in school work.

Miss McFarren, who has charge of this institute, reports:

The school year opened with forty pupils. We have lost some, but their

places were filled by new pupils constantly coming in. The losses were oc-

casioned by removals, which is one of our difficulties in holding togethes-
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our schools. We have no death among our pupils to report, but we lost

one young girl from our family and school through her marriage.

In July last we sustained a great loss in the death of one of our most de-

voted teachers, Miss Jacobs, who had endeared herself to teachers and pu-

pils by her gentle and sympathetic nature. Her loss is keenly felt, but we
hope to keep up all our departments, Miss Carson having charge of the first

department in English. Miss Tydings and I kept up the second English

department after the death of Miss Jacobs, and Carmen Cervantes the Span-

ish school, all tiiree departments making good progress.

Miss Tydings taught a number of outside pupils in English, assisted in the

inusic-class, and superintended the woman's class.

Our art department has proved a success, and Miss Fannin has kept up
a fine art class principally among outside pupils.

Miss Tydings reports of the same school in Durango:

The year that has just passed has been one of many changes and trials in

our work in Durango, on account of the illness and death of one of our teach-

ers and so much sickness among our pupils; but God has been truly good

to us, and has crowned our lives with many rich blessings, for which we
give him praise.

During the year I have had, as before, the outside classes in the homes of

those who are not permitted to send to us, and the Bible and sewing-classes

for poor women. I have also had part of the music-class, and, since Miss

Jacobs's death, I've spent several hours each day in charge of the primary

department.

For more than two years I have had to begin lessons at 7:30 on three

mornings in each week, and at eight on the other days, and my outside

classes have kept me until 6 p.m. almost every day. But my eyes have troub-

led me, and I have suffered so with headache at times, that I have de-

cided it will be best to give up some of my classes and do more visiting.

It has been impossible for me to visit my women as much as I'd like to

do. I've only gone when sickness called me, but I've enjoyed my " woman's

work " more than ever before, and I thank God anew for having given me
this work among the poorest and neediest of his creatures. Besides the Bi-

ble lessons, prayers, and songs, which they enjoy so much, we now have, in

connection with the sewing, a class for those who wish to learn to read,

write, and count. This class is composed of several grandmothers and motli-

«rs, whose children are in our school, and two brides. All are as eager

to learn to read a little in their Bibles^ and to be able to find the hymns
when they are announced, as any little children could be. Most of

them either have a baby in their arms or sitting by while they study, but

they manage very well, as their babies are usually good. They use one hand
for baby and the other for book, and seem delighted.

Early in the year one of our members lost her baby, and, as the cemetery

is two miles out of town, and we were going to take the girls out on the

street-cars, we sent for one of the women living near us to come and go with

us. She is quite old, and one of our most faithful members, but it was her

first ride in a street-car (fare three cents), and, notwithstanding the fact that
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"we were going to a funeral, her joy was so great that she smiled all the way
there and back. Her ride afforded her so much pleasure that Miss Carson

and I decided to give all the women (thirty-two then, now thirty-six) a

regular picnic in the country. So we engaged conveyances enough to take

them as well as the girls who stay with us in the house. The women, who
have to work, could only arrange to be from home from 2 to 6 p.m. We pre-

pared an abundant lunch, and Mrs. Elliott, our minister's wife, who helps

us so much with everything, sent cake enough for all, and we went out to a

beautiful hacienda, six miles in the country. It belongs to the governor,

and he happened to be out there, and gave us permission to enter the house

and eat our lunch in the broad and inviting corridors, while enjoying the

fragrance of the lovely flowers with which the patio is filled. As all Mexi-

cans are fond of flowers, these alone were a great source of joy to our party,

and all seemed to think tliat " outing" the grandest event of their lives.

Once more do I thank God for having given me this far-reaching work
among the poor women of Mexico, and I praise him anew for the returning

tide of blessings which flood my life; for I have learned that

, , It is not the deed we do,

1/
' Though the deed be never so Tair;

But the love that the good Lord looketh for,

Hi(iden with tender care ii

In the heart of the deed so fair. //

Miss Hattie G. Carson reports as follows from the same mission:

The school term commenced with brighter prospects than ever, and

has continued to improve, although under very trying conditions. The
standard has l)een raised, and the pupils advanced into the higher

studies as soon as they were capable of taking them. Callisthenics have

been added to the regular course. My class, the higher English, has

been larger than ever before; as, at the death of Miss Jacobs, the teacher of

the lower English department, her larger girls were sent to me. By con-

solidating some of the classes I have managed very well with these differ-

ent grades.

Not finding it necessary to rest between the sessions, as at first, I saw that

I could employ the time in a profitable way; so, as Miss McFarren lacked

one music-pupil to make up a class for our German professor, I thought I

would learn what I could in this line, and take this noon hour for practise,

so accordingly I started music-lessons. I then had such a fine chance of

learning a little about photography that I could not let the opportunity

pass, so seized it. All this I consider mission work; for, if I continue with

my music, I hope to be able, after a while, to help the smaller children in

their endeavors, and thus relieve Miss Tydings.

My pictures, I think, have already created more interest in our work, as

I have sent quite a number of them to different missionary societies; in

fact, to be able to do this was the chief reason of my investing in a kodak.

One can receive a clearer and more distinct idea of a place or thing through

a picture than by whole jmges of description, so by this method I have been

saved time and trouble also.

At different times through the year I have had various outside classes in
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English, taking up two, tliree, and four afternoons of the week. One lady

had been taking lessons but a month when, one afternoon, a priest happened
in while I was at her home. The next day I received a note thanking me
for my past kindness to her, but at the same time telling me tliat she was
compelled to stop her lessons. The priests ai'e certainly watchful of their

flock. However, I soon had another pupil in her place.

Each year, of course, has its particular trials, but "the God of Israel is he
that giveth strength and power unto his people," so I exj)ect tlie new year,

upon which we have just entered, to be even happier than the last.

COLEGIO PaLMORE.

Miss Lizzie Wilson, who has the pi-incipalship of our college in

Chihuahua, submits the following interesting information in regard

to the work.

"The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the word of our God shall

stand forever." (Isa. xl. 8.)

" Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits." (Ps. ciii. 2.)

Looking back over the past year, wit!) grateful hearts we say: "Hitherto

hath the Lord led us." Quietly and steadily has the work gone forward,

bringing its due amount of shade and shine. In the early part of the j'ear

we were cheered by a visit of eight days from Dr. Morrison, Senior Secre-

tary of the General Board, who came to transfer tlie boys' home to our

Board. We had also our dear Miss Holding and her sister. Miss Delia, with

us at the same time.

Later in the spring a Mexican lady visited us one afternoon accompanied by
her little girl just recovered from measles. For once we failed not to " speed

the jmrting guest," and hurried to air the parlor, lest any seeds of disease

had been left there, but the next morning proved that the trouble had
entered from other sources, as ten of our children showed the unmistakable

symptoms. For nearly six weeks, following that eventful morning, hot

lemonade and d;u'kened rooms were in order.

About April and May our city sutfered an epidemic of diphtheria and
fever, as many as fourteen children dying per week during part of the time.

Our healthy location, the very best that could have been found in this city,

and our good sanitary arrangements, under the blessing of the Master, car-

ried our family safely through this time of distress. We had only one case

of fever. The sickness, however, made our day-school small, especially the

Spanish department; but in spite of all drawbacks, our children passed a

good examination at the end of May.
By the kindness and bounty of our Board, I was privileged to spend the

vacation in my native land. Miss Shera went with me. Just three weeks
from the night we left Chihuahua we cast anchor in Loch Foyle. Seven

happy weeks I spent among my people, and then turned my face for the

land that had become dearer than any other, because my mission home was
there and my dear Miss Harper and the children that I call mine. Miss

Shera decided to stay longer at home, but her younger sister. Miss Florrie,

volunteered to return with me to fill the vacancy. She is a loving, helpful,
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capable young women, a graduate from the Univers-it.y of Ireland. Coming
back to Newport, Ky., I found my dear young friend, Mrs. Allen, ready to

come with me to the mission field. Sore bereavement had only added fresh

sweetness to that gentle soul. How glad I was to have one of my own dear

young people to come back with me! Slie gives the year without remuner-

ation, and is proving herself a good helper. May God bless her, and s-end

us more like her-

On the 7lh of September we opened our fall term with most of our old

pujjils back and many new one.-; added to their number. The four months
since then have passed very ra[)idly. " Busy and happy," I think would be

the summing up of our lives.

In the first part of the year, we had a good woman's class; during the

fall it was small because we have had no time to visit. But Miss Shera re-

turned to us at Christmas, so Miss Harper and I have more time for visiting

among them.

Among tlie events of the last four months was a visit from our Secretary

(Mrs. Trueheart), Mrs. Butler, and our own Miss Holding. Their visit was

all too short; there were so many things we wanted them to see and hear

they hardly gave us a chance to show otf at all. Miss Harper has helped

me tliis fall in the Bible classes, as my other duties prevent my having time

for all. She is the same loving friend and helper that she has ever been

since I first knew her. I will leave her to tell you more of the school and

of the boys, to whom she is as much devoted as ever.

We have made some notable improvements this year. Thanks to our

Woman's Board, who love us, the old leaky mortar-and-brick roof, that

caused us so much expense, trouble, and discouragement last year, has given

place to a new tin one; we have also, at considerable expense, arranged for

the drainage of the school; and I have had a boiler put up and a shelter

built over it so we may do our washing with more ease, being protected

from sun and rain. This has proved a wonderful saving of strength, time,

and money, for the girls, with my help and direction, do the washing and
ironing. Tliey also ^ive me most efticient and cheerful assistance in cook-

ing and housekeeping. The work is all done outside of school-hours, so you
must know that we step to the tap of the bell all day from five in the morn-
ing till eight at night.

J\Iiss Lucy Harper, who has sjjecial oversight of the boys' de-

parlTnent of Chihuahua College, thus writes:

We have much cause for rejoicing this year. On Api'il 5 three of our

little l)oys joined the Church, and in the course of the year we have been

able to see hopeful signs in the lives of others. Duiing the summer our

Brother and Sister Corbin and family occupied the boys' house for six

weeks, and we, the college family and theirs, set ourselves to seek God in

a little, daily, ten-o'clock Bible -.reading. In my own heart I received

during this time a deeper experience of his love and grace than I had
ever had before. Miss Wilson came home from Keswick supplied with

many good books, which we read together, and we feel that we have

grown " in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
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Christ." We have at this time the most hopeful outlook we have ever had

in our school. Miss Wilson has ten young ladies, Mexicans, in the house,

and four others in the school, who give evidence of being faithful Chris-

tians or being in the way to become so. One of these has expressed a de-

sire to become a Bible woman, and will begin working in that line soon.

Out of our band of teachers God has called one to be a missionary. We
liave most pleasant relations with our pastor and his wife. Tiiere is har-

mony in the church. AVe see a constant growtli in Christian character in

its members. Its membership is increasing by families, and not by scat-

tered individuals. We have rejoiced aUo in letters received from friends,

known and unknown, in the Church at home, saying: "I pray for you

daily by name." We have felt the influence of those prayers in our lives

and in tiie "work, and we ask that they may be renewed for ourselves

and for our work at Chihuahua with still mote earnestness during the

coming year, which we pray may be the best and the most fruitful that we
have yet spent.

CENTRAL MEXICO MISSION CONFERENCE.
MISSIONARIES.

Miss Rebecca Toland, Miss A. V. Wilson,

Miss Viola Blackburn, Mattie Dorsey.

The school in San Luis Potosi, of which Miss Eobecca Toland is

Principal, is a pay day-school of a high class of Mexicans. AYhile

the school is not self-sustaining, since buildings are furnished and

the missionaries and all the assistant teachers paid and all taxes and

repairs met by appropriations from the Board, yet tuition fees ren-

der it unnecessary for the Board to supply current expenses. This

school is doing a great work for San Luis Potosi under the present

management, as Miss Toland's report shows

:

In the kind providence of God we have come to the close of another

year. As I look back over the past twelve months I realize that the Lord

has watched over us for good, has helped us over hard places, and has pros-

pered us for liis name's sake. Though our work grows slowly, still our ad-

vancement has been steady, and each new year finds us increasing in num-

bers and strength.

The work in San Luis is divided into three departments: the charity

school and woman's work, of which Miss Blackburn has charge, and of

which she will write; and the English school for the higher classes of chil-

dren, of which I am in charge. I have my classes in the same building

which years ago we thought too small. Every available inch of ground has

been built upon, and still the house is much too small to suit our imrposes-

We have oidy four class-rooms, and the music and Spanish classes are

crowded into the parlor, dining-room, and bedrooms. All the year we have

had applicants for board, but were compelled to refuse them. ]\Iost of
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these were full-paying pupils. This being the only English school in this

part of the country, many parents would be glad to send to us if homes
could be found for their children. (Occasionally we have secured boarding-

places in private families for pupils, though this plan has never been satis-

factory. Our loss lias been great in not being able to receive those who
would like to come to us from a distance.

As our English school is for the better class of children, and strictly

paying pupils, in years past we yielded to their wishes in many things,

giving those who insisted on it much special attention, and considering

nothing too much trouble or annoyance if we could by any means gain

one. Little by little the discipline of the school has become much stricter,

and each pupil has learned that she will receive an equal share of attention

with the others, but no more. Thus a very unpleasant feature of the school

has entirely disappeared, and the pupils in every department are under

perfect control.

One noticeable feature in our primary room is the presence of so many
little Mexican girls. At first their jiarents were afraid to trust their little

girls to us until they had taken their first communion in the Catholic

Church, while they did not think it mattered so much for the boys. Now
the number of boys and girls are about the same. We receive boys only

in the first three grades, and from us the boys go the school conducted by

the missiouaries of the General Board.

More satisfactory work has been done in Bible work and for the spirit-

ual welfare of the pupils than ever before. In the higher grades the pu-

pils have been graded in their Bible lessons in their monthly reports, as in

their other studies, while in the two lower rooms the children have had a

daily exercise in committing to memory Bible verses. No pupil is ex-

cused from Bible-study. In addition to this, the whole school has been di-

vided into two societies. The younger children's society is strictly relig-

ious, and the meetings are held every Friday afternoon, conducted by the

teacheis of the lower grades. Surely the instruction given them will be as

good seed sown in good ground, that shall bring forth fruit in their lives.

The older girls' society is partly literary, but we do not lose sight of their

religious training.

Our native teacher is one of our former pupils, a Protestant, and the

daughter of a Mexican preacher. She has done good work and given sat-

isfaction. She is also useful in Church work, is organist for the Mexican

Sunday-school and Church. We have had other of our former pupils assist

in teaching. One is now regularly employed by Miss A. V. Wilson in her

school in Guadalajara. Another taught in the charity school of this city

for some time. How we would rejoice to see all of our girls living right

lives and useful to the cause of Christ!

Too much can not be said in praise of our faithful American teachers,

who have entered so heartily into the work, and to'whose efforts is due

much of our success. San Luis is not too large for us to be known from

one end of the city to the other; and since coming here we have en-

rolled 400 children in the pay school, which has made for us a great num-
ber of friends.
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Number of pupils enrolled during the year, 149; number in music-class,

31; number who have attended Sunday-school, 50; tuition received, |2,-

352.49.

Miss Viola Blackburn, who has charge of the woman's work

and charity school, tells of progress:

In reviewing the past year's work in the school and woman's class few

changes are manifest, though in the school we have lost some by marriage

and some by removal. Our hearts are filled with thanksgiving that none

of our pupils have died since we have had charge of them. Four of our

girls have united with the Church this year, and we are trying to train them
to be useful members. They never refuse to lead the devotional exercises in

school when requested to do so. My interpreter and assistant teacher. Miss

Francisca Axilla Senor, is still with me, and continues to do faithful work.

In the closing exercises of the school for vacation, Mrs. J. R. Mood and Mrs.

Cox rendered valuable assistance in training the children in music. The
exercises were in Spanish, with the exception of two recitations and one

song in English. It was inspiring to hear the children sing;

" O this utmost salvation,

'Tis a fountain full and free;

Pure, exhaustless, ever flowing,

Wondrous grace, it reaches me.'"

And the prayer of our hearts, as they sang, was that this great salvation of

the Lord Jesus Christ might indeed reach and save them all.

There are quite a number of children in school who belong to Catholic

families. The priests try to influence them against us, and sometimes suc-

ceed in keeping them away from us for a time ; but they usually come back.

"We try to supply with a Bible every pupil who can read. We have every

day a lesson in which the children seem much interested, memorizing

with care all the verses I give them. I was very happy when I found that

I could explain to them in Spanish, though in a feeble way, the Scripture

lesson.

The woman's sewing-class is doing good work. During the devotional

exercises I enjoy watching the expression of the faces of those women who
profess to be Christians. They seem so intensely interested. When they

first entered they would not remain for the religious services, and gave a va-

riety of excuses for leaving; but when they were induced to stay, their

prejudices gradually gave way. Quite a number of the large girls of my
school attend the sewing-class, and we encourage them to do so. I am ma-

king some progress, I think, in the language; have three hours for study

every school-day; also a lesson with a native teacher every day. Miss To-

land continues to assist me by her counsel. This first year has been in

many respects a happy one.

We were made to' rejoice just before Christmas by a very substantial ex-

pression of love from the juveniles of Grenada District, North Mississippi

Conference, in the shape of a box of clothing for the school. Another box
has just been received from the Pleasant Grove societies, in the same Con-

ference, filled to overflowing with nice warm clothing for the Mexican chil-
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dren. I am sure those who contributed to these boxes enjoyed Christmas,

because the words spoken by our Saviour, "It is more blessed to give than

to receive," are just as true to-day as they were when uttered nearly nine-

teen hundred years ago. Total number of pupils enrolled in school during

the year, 65; in woman's class, 88; number that attended both, 18; num-
ber of children in Sunday-school, 41.

Miss A. y. Wilson, Principal of Guadalajara College, makes en-

coui-aging report of the work done in the short time since the mis-

sion was opened. In location and climate, as well as school facili-

ties, no more inviting tield can be found in the republic. She

writes:

The year found us in our new home, which was nevertheless an old

house, with very much to be done before it could be fitted for our comfort-

able use. Six rooms, not large, had to be used for four schools, parlor, bed-

rooms, and kitchen. The boys had to go out-of-doors for their schoolroom,

and the girl pupils who lived with us slept on the benches or on the floor

of the charity sclioolroom. ()ur only dining-room was out-of-doors too.

But none of these things distressed us. Tlie family were well, the school

was growing, and the time was coming when the whole upper story would

be in our hands, and we proposed to spread ourselves in ])roportion to the

cramping we had endured. When the time did come, it brought only a

change of tril^ulations. There were workmen and noise and dirt; walls cut

away to make schoolrooms larger; plastering and painting, and calcimi-

ning and bricklaying; anl, worse than all, weekly payments to be made
when the time for payment of appropriations was not come. How we
watched the funds as they dwindled ! how we were all levied on to the last

dollar! for the rainy season was coming, and the work could not wait. With
the first of July the essential part was done, and two tired missionaries, on
borrowed money, went up to Lake Chapala on the top of the Sierre iNIadie,

to forget and rest, by the side of one of the loveliest of waters. In pure

air, with rows on the lake, and rides on burros, warm baths, and baths in

the lake not so warm, we renewed our wasted energies, and looked with new
hope on tlie number of children that came by the middle of the month to

fill the four departments of our school. In October, having our first appro-

priation for it, we opened our work for women. It consists of an evening

every week, from six to nine, given to cutting and making of garments, and
social intercourse. Then the work is gathered up. Bibles and iiymn-books

distributed, our pastor takes part, and from half to tliree-quarters of an

hour pass in devotional exercises. In December a society of Tennessee

wished tQ put a Bil)le woman in the field, and I was constrained to give up
Florencia Alvarez, one of my native teachers, for this work. She is young,

and I was afraid. Tlie first day I ]int her in charge of a Baptist friend ac-

customed to such work. The second day she went alone, and has ever

since. Her heart is in her work, and in this little time some fruit is ap-

parent. She has found some lost sheep and persuaded them back to the

ibid; has found a cordial welcome in the houses of our own people, and
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those of some wlio are not yet witli us. A visit from Mrs. Trueheart, Mrs^

Butler, and Miss Holding ^ave us great satisfaction, tempered by the cir-

cumstance that it was too short to do justice to Guadalajara. They found

I'oom for congratulation in the things attained, sympathy in our desire for

wider o])portunities. The first material result was an appropriation of funds

to improve the outside of our building, pay back debts, and repair the

rooms not yet touched. This is almost accomplished. We are now to the

outside world a delicate gray color in stucco, faced in white, and proud of

our genteel and tasteful appearance. Within, some calcimine and new ceil-

ings have made dingy rooms beautiful. A new front door and, if the

money will stretch so far, a new pavement will take away our reproach.

It is a comfort to feel that we can turn a pleasant and inviting face to the

public. With more house-room comes the wish to take more girls into our

family, so we have consented to take four young girls from Mexico. Three

of these are left destitute by the death of their father, who died in our min-

istry. In the city we have as yet no work, and the temptations are fearful

to the poor. A society of Texas is clothing and paying board for another

child; for two others we get some help from their parents. Our Ester, the

one of our girls who has been longest with us, came out on the Lord's side,

and on Christmas night gave herself to the Church. At the same time one
of our oldest boys took the same step. These are our first-fruits; we trust

that they are the drops that precede the shower.

Miss Mattie Dorsey writes also of Guadalajara:

The years have gone by with such rapidity that it is almost impossible to

believe that we have finished another year in Guadalajara. These years

have been very successful, especially the last. Onr numbers have steadily

increased, attendance good, and, best of all, some of the children have had
the courage to come out on the Lord's side, and are now trying to live Chris-

tian lives. All of them seem to take great interest in the Bible and hymns.
Even the smallest tot in the i^rimary department can repeat a number of

verses and sing our songs. Some of these are children of Catholic families.

The first part of the year the most of my time was given to the boys, a

class of sixteen, ranging from seven to sixteen years of age. All of these

study the Bible and learn to sing our hymns, enjoying them, too. One little

boy, who can neither hear nor speak, must always have a Bible and hymn-
book during prayers, though his mother is a strict Catholic. I love my
boys, and enjoy working with and for them. They are good students. One
of them joined our Church a few weeks ago, and two more want to join.

It was thought best to let our pastor take the boys in the morning wliile I

was free to teach the girls, during the absence of their teacher in Bible

work. In this department we have had forty-six girls; good, earnest chil-

dren, who are indeed studying well, and are more easily controlled than

any I have had. They are loving, obedient, pleasant to teach, and we are

hoping and praying that we may keep each one until she decides to become
a Christian. Then, too, our woman's work has been such a gratifying one

to us. More than fiftj' have been enrolled, and new members are coming

in every week, so, although the work is very fatiguing, all our heart is in it.
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while good has been done. Quite a number of the woman's class are Cath-

olics, who have asked for Bibles, and others have come to Church. It is a

pleasant sight to see so many working and talking together, and then to

join with tliem in song and prayer.

Statistics op Missions in Republic of Mexico.

Number of missionaries 16

Number of assistants 50

Number of pupils 2,913

Number in woman's classes 379

Number of Sunday-school pupils 778

Number of pupils members of the Church 100

Number of boarding-schools 5

Number of day-schools 6

Value of property owned by Woman's Board $125,000

4



SOUTH AMERICA.
Work of Woman's Board Opened in 1881.

BRAZIL MISSION CONFERENCE.
MISSIONARIES.

Miss Mattie H. Watts, Miss Lulu Ross,*

Miss A. V. Moore, Miss S. Littlejohn,

Miss Amelia Elerding, Miss Layona Glenn,

Miss Eliza Perkinson, Miss Willie Bowman,
Miss Lily Stradley, Miss Ida Shaffer,

Miss Nora Smith, Teacher.

*Home on leave.

Sao Paulo District.

The Brazil Woman's Missionary Conference, of 1896-97. was

held in the chapel of Ihe Petropolis school with gratifying results.

The names of two new missionaries, Miss Stradley and Miss Shaffer,

and the missionary teacher, Miss Smith, were added to the roll. Full

reports of every branch of the work were presented and discussed,

better methods of work stressed, and moi'e workers and larger sup-

plies called for. As will appear from the accompanying papers, a

sohool-building and home for missionaries, in both Eio and Juiz de

Fora, are very much needed. Miss Glenn most earnestly desires a

center of this kind, and a chain of day-schools under the manage-

ment of native Christian teachers, located in different parts of E,io,

as giving promise of fine results. The school in Juiz de Fora re-

cently has shown marked improvement, and needs but a suitable

building to insure permanent success. Miss Ross's health made it

necessary for her to come home, and Miss Perkinson very nobly

consented to take the management of affairs. The school-buildings

at Petropolis are ample for our purposes, and gratifying results

may be expected each year. Piracicaba opened well, although

some advance in tuition was charged. Miss Watts, as Agent, sub-

mits her annual report as follows:

On the 19th of January I went to Rio to meet INIiss Bessie Moore, who was

expected on the " Helvetius," and to look after the new furniture that was

on the " Ballarden." The steamer came, but our colleague did not come ; and
though the " Ballarden " came into port, we did not get our furniture until
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March 4. The latter part of January, at the call of Miss Ross, I went to

Juiz de Fora to help her to decide about a house that was offered her, and
to make arrangements for renting and moving, etc. I did all that was asked

of me, spending several days there. My trip was very disagreeable, too,

owing to washouts, etc.

After the fever season passed, I made two or three trips to Rio, but could

not leave this school long enough to make trips more distant, nor was it

necessary, for the schools were moving along satisfactoi'ily. In July I went
to Piracicaba and Juiz de Fora, taking in Rio. The school in Piracicaba was
Avell attended. Miss INfoore and Miss Littlejohn were working on, but look-

ing forward to the coming of a colaborer. Later on Miss Moore got out a

new prospectus with raised prices, which caused dissatisfaction, but I be-

lieve patrons are getting reconciled with them now. On my return, I re-

ceived an urgent call from Miss Ross. I went immediately to see what was
so urgent, and found that she was about to move, and had to pay in advance;

but as the appropriation had not come, she did not have the money neces-

sarj', and I borrowed it for her, for I knew that in a few days we should

have it to repay. I did what I could to help her to get a teacher, but did

not succeed.

In Rio I saw Miss Glenn reopen the day-school, that had been closed just

eight months. I believe she will be well patronized there as soon as the

school becomes known. It can not be advertised until a license is secured,

and that is no easy process, as a diploma must lie had, and certified to by the

United States Consul, and the certificate attested by the United States Min-
ister, and then it must go through no end of official hands, and so on. We
have done our part, so we are looking forward to having the necessary au-

thority. When the license is secured the sign-board may be put up and gen-

eral advertising done. A rented house is a great inconvenience. If the

school should be moved, the officials of the district would inquire into the

license, and perhaps demand a new one; so with each move a new pro-

spectus would be necessary or the missionary put to more inconvenience.

This latter woulil be a small matter, but the inconvenience to patrons and
children would be very great and prejudicial to the school. We are willing,

however, to wait Rio's turn for a house, and work now to build up a system

of schools, which Miss Glenn is proposing to the Board.

The visiting work is going on as usual, but it is something that I can not

see this work as I can the schools, for I have not the time to make the

round with the sisters as 1 would have to do to fully realize their value. I

have asked Miss Elerding to provide herself, the Foreign Secretary, and the

Agent, with a map of Rio, with the points visited marked with a red cross,

and then as she enters new places, she can write to them, indicating where
to place a cross. In that way we will be able, in a measure, to follow up

the work of the visiting missionaries. The brethren and friends in Rio ap-

preciate this work very much. Miss Bowman has j)lans for the next few

months for studying the language more assiduously, and for the work later

on in Miss Elerding's absence. Miss Elerding thinks she can not stay longer

than the allotted five years without rest.

In July we got the news of the coming of the missionaries. In due time
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the ship arrived, and I went down to meet them and bring them up to rest

after the voyage. As I went to the station I stopped at the post-office for

the United States mail, and there found from the Secretav}' of the Board a

letter that appointed Miss Smith to Piracicaba; and as Miss Ross had asked

for Miss Shaffer, who was Miss Perkinson's special friend, she was sent to

.Juiz de Fora, and Miss Stradiey was appointed to the school at Petropolis.

These appointments have given satisfaction. The newcomers are studying

the language, as well as assisting in the housekeeping.

At Miss Moore's request, I attended the closing exercises of her school

The trip was unusually full of adventures, owing to wind and weather, inac-

curate information, and railroad accidents. Notwithstanding, I was enabled

to realize that He " whose I am, and whom I serve," was caring for me.
When I arrived in Piracicaba I found everybody and everything in prepa-

ration for the entertainment. Miss Moore said that the relief that my pres-

ence gave her paid for the trip. I had received kindness from old pupils,

and was received most cordially by parent'^, as well as children, when I

made my appearance in the festa hall. I am sure the beautiful jialm-leaf

decorations would have pleased any eye. Miss Moore was ably sustained

by her Faculty, as far as they could help her.

Miss Moore needs a good music-teacher, for she will not agree to turn

her pupils over to one who has not been trained to teach. Miss Littlejohn

feels that she can not go on any longer than .June; and if the Board could

send an assistant by that time, it would relieve the pressure very greatly.

We talked late and got up early to talk more, and I believe that we accom-

plished as much as we would have done if I had not been detained on my
way. I left next morning, bringing with me one of the girls whom the col-

lege had educated and sustained for about seven years. She does us credit,

and will do us good service in the time to come. I think of keeping her

here until the season passes in Rio, and then we hope to make her an as-

sistant Bible-reader and visitor to accompany one of the missionaries in the

work there.

In Petropolis we are hoping for greater things in the near future. We
have the offer of a young Methodist lady from the Louisville Kindergarten

Training-School ; and hope, with assistance on the field, to open the school

somewhere in the center of the town, where we can, without any doubt,.

have a good school. I hope to see it ere long on a self-supporting basis. At
first we must have some help. Miss Ross, you know, returned home as the

physician advised. Miss Peikinson has charge of the work in Juiz de Fora,.

and will do well, I am sure. I shall give her all the assistance I can.

Dear sisters, we do want to represent you properly and well, and we are

trying to do it, but we nmst have your sympathy and prayers as well as

money.

As Principal of Collegio Americano de Petropolis, Miss Watts

reports:

We reopene.l our school on the 21st of .January, with twenty-one pupils.

Our teaching force consisted of Miss Glenn and Miss Umberger, mission-
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aries; Mrs. Brown, music-teacher; a teacher of French, one of Portuguese,

and one a Brazilian.

Just at the beginning my work as teacher was not heavy, but the classi-

fying and disciplining was about the heaviest I ever did. The number of

pupils increased almost daily, and, being children unaccustomed to the disci-

pline of the schoolroom, the matter of good order was at a low ebb. For

a while I thought I had lost my cunning in managing, but constant and con-

tinued effort brought about very satisfactory results.

The first day of May found our roll-book with fifty-three pupils matricu-

lated, but ere long the number decreased to forty, when the families began

to move to Rio for the winter.

We closed our first year's work with a i)leasant Utile festa, followed by a

good breakfast given to the entire school, after which Brother Kennedy
preached an earnest sermon to the children. Everybod}' seemed happy,

and the breaking up was a kind of jubilee—everybody in a good humor over

the success of the day, and the children happy to go home and we to have a

rest, for our school year had been thirteen months long, witii only a short

vacation at Clnistmas.

We had given Miss Glenn our Godspeed in her new work in Rio, though

we knew that it meant more work and responsi})ility to ourselves; but we
were glad to have another school, even at the cost of more labor and less

rest.

Miss Stradley came on the 27th of August, and went to work right away
with the English-speaking pupils. We thank God and the Board for this

good sister, and pray that her work may tell for his honor and glory and
for the upbuilding of his kingdom in Brazil.

The school grew slowly, and during the first session never grew large.

We matriculated with forty-three, but eight withdrew, leaving us with thir-

ty-five for our written examination and /es<rt. My school work consisted of

teaching the Bible lessons, three classes of arithmetic, anatomy, and the

gymnastics and writing.

When I went to Piracicaba in the capacity of Agent, on the 30th of No-

vember, I distributed this work among the teachers, and did not take it

back oil my return. During the session I had taught the sewing-class for

one hour and a half in the afternoons. The very pretty work exhibited at

the time showed that some of the children had done something in the way
of " cunning work."

Mrs. Brown thought it well to go home while she could leave her work
with her sister, Miss Mollie B. Kennedy. Though only three weeks before

the festa, Miss Kennedy applied herself with such good purpo-e that every-

thing was in readiness at the appointed time.

During the past session we had one pupil who refused to go to church

with us. Though this grieved us very much, she was so faithful a student

and so good a girl, and took part in all the religious exercises of the home
and school, that we let her have her way. We covet her for Christ, and still

hope for her conversion. Pray for her. She owns a Bible and reads. Dur-

ing this session also our God visited us, and converted our young Portuguese

teacher. She wrote to her mother that when slie gave her heart to Jesus it
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seemed tliat he tool a load off of her. Her friends do not sympathize with

her, and slie has suffered persecution; Init she lias i^ept tlie faith, and lias

been taken into full connection in our Church.

One of the larger girls gave her heart to the Saviour. Our Frencii girl,

who was very antagonistic for a long time, has of late been joining her Prot-

estant colleagues in their prayers. I heard her tell some French girls who
were wondering if I would let them use God's name in the French dialogue

that she used to take God's name in vain, but she did not do it any more.

I was so glad to hear her say so.

One father wrote me that he did not want his little girl to follow the re-

ligion of the Bible. I told him the only thing that could be done was for

him to come for her on Saturday, and take her to church on Sunday. He
did once oi' twice, but seemed not to be so anxious when I seemed indiffer-

ent. His little girl and her cousin are dear children, and I pray that they

may come to worship the Father in spirit and in truth.

The children seem interested in the Bible lessons, and learn the Bible

verses in the afternoon for the closing exercises very nicely, and read in con-

cert the daily Scripture lesson. They sing well, too. Many interesting inci-

dents miglit be related if there were room. A Brazilian-American, who was

to make her first written examination, I found in tears and trembling. I

asked what was the matter, and she sobbed out that she never had made
an examination, and was afraid. I put my arm around her and told her that

she need not fear, that it was no sin if she could not pass a good examination.

She soon grew calm, dried her tears, went to work, and did about as well f.s

any of the others. The children readily respond to kindness, and seem quick

and bright.

Miss Umberger writes from Petropolis:

As I look over the year's work, I regret that more souls have not been

saved, and I long for better things for the future.

God has given me many opportunities to speak to the pupils. On one oc-

casion one of the older girls came to me in distress about her soul. I could

understand but few of her words, so gave her some Bible verses, which we
read together. Then I told her that, though I could not talk to her, I could

talk to God about her, so each silently prayed for some time. When we
arose from our knees she said she had peace. She afterward told others that

Jesus had entered her heart. I think he had, as she showed it in her life.

Our Sunday's woik is attending Sunday-school and Portuguese service in

the morning, English service at 4 p.m., and Portuguese evening preaching.

We are much encouraged. Our work seems to prosper in Petropolis, as

several have asked for prayer, and some to join the Church.

At the opening of last session I was put in charge of the English for the

whole school, which consisted of four grades. Bt sides these four classes, I

had one in writing and an hour's Portuguese lesson each day. The rest of

the school time was usually taken up with correcting exercises and keeping

study-hall. Outside of school, the study of the language, housekeeping, and

care of the children filled up the hours ; and, when an odd moment could

be found, I tried to practise, as I took one music-lesson a week. I trust I

have redeemed the time.
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Miss Stradley says:

I reached my field of labor August 27, 1896, and immediately found,

work among the English-speaking children of our Petropolis college.

At first I taught two hours a day, but, as the school grew and our enter-

tainment approached, my time daring school-hoars was closely filled. On
Saturdays I have kept study-hall one hour, and on Sundays I have had my
English class in Sunday-school. All time not required for school work I

have given to the study of the language, and now submit all to the Master,

trusting that he may use it for the advancement of his kingdom.

Miss Alice Moore, Principal of Piracicaba, reports:

I have not, I think, missed a day fi-om school the past year, a great cause

for thanki^giving when I remember my health record of the previous year.

My duties in school and a full music-class kept me so busy that I was forced

to give up preparing the Sunday-school lessons for the Church paper, and
the study of Portuguese as well. Miss Smith's coming relieved me very

much.

We worked up quite an interesting entertainment for the closing night

of school, and my gratitude was most sincere when Miss Watts appeared

upon the scene in time to take charge of tlie program and make the an-

nouncements to tlie audience. Our room was filled, and all the windows
and doors crowded. Our exercises closed with a short talk from our pastor,.

Senhor Guilherme da Costa, telling what a Christian woman should be, from

examples given in the New Testament.

School closed with 2 missionaries, 7 teachers, 1 helper, and 123 pupils.

We had a full school the whole year, never fewer than 117, I think. We
have had 11 girls in our boarding department. With us they study the Bi-

ble, learn to love it, and also learn to speak the truth. Four of our little

girls were from Catholic families, and more untruthful little creatures I nev-

er knew, bat we taught them to sjjeak the truth. Just before school closed

I wanted two baskets to send some fruit to two neighbors—neighbors ta

each other—and one of these little girls said: "Why, Miss Moore, you can

send it all in one basket, and they can divide it. Protestants do not cheat."

When these children entered school they had little flat silver images around

their necks as charms against evil, and wore them underneath their dresses.

The last night of school one of them said before she left that she was going

to ask her mother to let her join our Church. I told her the important

thing now was for her to be a Christian. One of her aunts is the wife of a

native minister, the present editor of the Expositor. Another aunt is the

wife of a Protestant, a member of our Church, who is engaged in trying tc>

spread the gospel.

One difficulty we meet is the indifference of girls to being educated.

They do not always improve the opportunity when it is given them. Our
pastor's sister, quite a pretty girl, though her board and tuition were given

her, would not study, and left school in six months. Miss Smith and I

gave board to another girl, who did not like it in school, she said, and wrote

to her father to come for her.

Miss Smith is recalling her Portuguese rapidly, and is a faithful worker.
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Our financial condition is good. I have worked so hard during the year

that, as a kind of recompense, I felt justified in ordering from Sao Paulo

eighteen iron beds, with spring mattresses, for the dormitory. Our beds were

of wood, and many of them were defaced and shaky.

We have to pave the sidewalks on each side of the college, which will

cost about $150.

Our teachers this year have done faithful work, and I think the school is

appreciated by our patrons. I have raised the prices a little, but they are

still low in comparison with everything else. Board and tuition for two and
a half months is $36, but flour is $10 per barrel, and all eatables, except veg-

etables, in our part of the world are very dear.

We do all we can to inculcate Christian principles into our pupils, and to

teach the truth as it is in Christ Jesus. I pray that we may be filled with

the spirit of Christ, and go forth in his strength.

From Miss Littlejohn, also of Piracicaba:

As I look back over tlie work of the past year in Collegio Piracicabano

I see that our Heavenly Father has been mindful of us in every way. We
have had difliculties and discouraging experiences, yet we have been

brought safely through them all.

The number enrolled the first day was quite encouraging, and others

kept coming in till we soon reached more than 100 in all, boarding and day

pupils. Our boarding department has been small, but the fact that we
have so many children from the town shows that our school is not without

honor even in its own country. We closed with 123 pupils.

During the year we had some sickness in our household, but noth-

ing of a serious natui'e. Of course it made extra work and care, but

strength was given to those on whom the burden fell. We have had op-

position also. At one time there was a petition going around among the

people asking them to have no dealings with Protestants or Masons. One
of our neighbors, a Roman Catholic, who has been living a number of

years just across the street from Cbllegio Piracicabano, refused to sign the

paper. He said he had no complaint to make against such good neighbors

as ourselves.

Another source of trouble is the fact that we admit boys under fourteen

years of age as day-pupils. In Brazil it is not the custom for boys and
girls to attend the same school, so of course there is no lack of complaints

here. This year one of our patrons said that he would take his children

away from school if we did not send all the boys away. We refused to do

as he wished, and lost his patronage. This same man has been talking

against us, and said that if we did not decide to refuse to admit boys as pu-

pils he would write articles against us, and would tell things that would

keep us from having any pupils next year. We were very much worried

over this matter, and finally went to the editor of the town paper, an old

friend of the college, and explained the case to him. He said that if such

articles were sent to him he would not publish them, and that if any other

paper published them he would reply, defending the college. We feel very

grateful to him for his interest and kindness.
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We note improvement, as we can see a difference in all the children

who remained with us a whole year. Our year closed the 4th of Decem-
ber with a little entertainment in which the children acquitted them-

selves creditably. We were pleased to see that the friends and patrons

not only appreciated it, but expressed their appreciation. Words spoken in

due season smooth many rugged paths, lighten many burdens, and make
many dark days bright.

I so fully ai)preciate our comforta1)le home and school Iniildings in Pira-

cicaba and Petroj^olis, that I long to see the day when our Board may own
a suitable building in Juiz de Fora.

Miss Smith, as misBionary teacher and assistant at Piracicaba.

sends the following:

My work for the quarter ending December 31, 1896, can be summed up

in a few words. I supervised the housekeeping, taught two English classes,

and studied Portuguese. I made several visits to Church-members when
I could do so without conflicting with other duties. My association with

the natives is a great help to me in acquiring tlie language, and they

seem so glad to have us visit them.

I have been in Sao Paulo a week, having my eyes treated. Granula-

tion of the lids is the trouble, though not a serious case, and I expect to

return to Piracicaba for the opening of our school next week. Occasion-

ally before I left home I had a slight disorder in one of my eyelids, but

not sufficient to cause any inconvenience. ' Since my arrival here it has

grown wort-e, and I was advised to see a specialist. I do not anticipate

further trouble.

I have many things for which to thank the Lord, among them good

health and kind friends.

Miss Elerding thus writes of the work in Rio:

On our return from the last missionary conference we found the yellow

fever raging. Some of our friends had died, and others were very sick-

Little work could be done. We kept indoors, waited, and prayed. After

a time we began the visitation work, which has continued ever since.

In July Miss Glenn joined our ranks, and opened up again the Rio day-

school. '

During the year we made 566 calls, distributed 5 Bibles, 35 Gospels, and

266 Scripture cards. I can not give the exact number of tracts and book-

lets. Had 167 appointments for Scripture reading aud 125 for prayers.

The Ladies' Aid Society of the English congregation donates half-worn

clothes, which we distribute among the poor and needy that we visit.

One day of the week is given to those who wish to call on us. I attend

from six to eight services a week, and play the organ at five or six of these

services.

I can not report any conversions as the direct result of the visitation

work this year, yet seed has been sown, and in some cases we can clear-

ly see that it is germinating, and we feel assured that ere long the fruit

will appear.
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On the whole the visitation work lias been encouraging. New doors have
been entered from time to time; besides, we feel glad that our visits have

enabled us to sti'engthen and encourage those who want to be like Christ.

Some of these carry heavj^ burdens. Having led lives of sin, though Christ

can and does forgive, old habits are hard to break. Then their family-

relations are such that it causes them untold suffering and calls for our

deepest sympathy. Some have yielded to temptation and have gone back
;

others are struggling manfully to overcome. O, surely the wages of sin is

death! We who have been reared in Cliristian homes and shielded by
kind, Christian parents can not be grateful enough for our privileges.

There has been much sickness during the year. Many of the poor peo-

ple have suffered greatly; some of them show how a Christian can die.

One sister who was confined to her bed for over six months was resigned

and patient, and finally passed away triumphantly. This made a deep im-

l^ression not only on her family, but on the entire neighborhood. We
thanked the Lord for this. For a long time 1 had been wanting to organize

a society, that the women might have some definite work to do for Christ;

so in October we organized a Ladies' Aid Society among the native Chris-

tians. Our aim in this is to develop Christian activity. I am highly

gratified with the way a few take hold, and feel assured that others will

follow.

In the estalagem work I am also encouraged. Two of the women at-

tend church, while those who can read study their Bibles diligently, and
those who can not are very attentive .whenever the Scri[)tures are read

and explained to them.

We have some strange experiences. A woman joined the church one

day, and a few evenings later called on us and demanded a certain amount
of money to pay her rent! As she had joined the church, she considered

it our duty to help her. Another, who had been attending church for

some time, went to the pastor and asked for pay, saying that she had at-

tended church for some time, and now wanted pay. Not receiving any, site

ceased to attend.

As I look back over the past year I can say that the Lord has been

with us. He has given us enough encouragement in permitting us to see

some of the results of our work. I am hoping, longing, praying for a re-

vival in Rio. God grant the desire of our hearts

!

^\^
From Hio, Mi8S Bowman also reports:

Miss Elerding and I went back to Rio after the meeting last year on

the 3d of January, regardless of the fact that the fever raged in the city.

Miss Elerding said we would not begin the visitation work at once, but spend

the rest of our vacation getting some new clothes made. When we are at

work we do not have time for anything but mending, and when one has to be

out every afternoon it takes a good many changes of clotlies, as we are often

caught in the rain, and sometimes visit homes that are so dirty we can not

wear the same dress again without washing.

During the extreme warm weather, Januaiy, February, March, and April,

I did not attempt to visit with Miss Elerding, as the fever was very bad, and
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all our friends advised me to be very careful, as it was my first season in Rio.

I M'as not unoccupied, however; I did some missionary work of another

kind. A gentleman and lady who came from New York City with us had

yellow fever in January, and the lady died, leaving a three-months-old

baby without a friend. I had promised tiie mother, if slie took the fever,

that I would take care of her baby, as I was the only English-speaking

friend .she had in Rio. I took care of the baby for four months, sending it

home to its grandmother in New York at the end of this term./y

We visit, if possible, three afternoons in the week. One afternoon every

two weeks I attend the Ladies' Aid Society of the English congregation, of

which I am Secretary; and one afternoon a week we stay at home, so as to

give those who may wish an opportunity to call. This has been a good

plan, as we often have as many as ten or fifteen callers in one afternoon,

who can see for themselves how we live at home.

The English-speaking ladies have become very much interested in our

visitation work, and try to help us in every way they can. They give us

the clothing tlieir children have outgrown, and we distribute it among the

families we visit. I have taught a class of English-speaking children in our

Sunday-school all the year; have visited the Sailors' Mission as often as my
other duties allowed, helping in the services there; and have been out on

board difFeient ships with the sailors' missionary to assist in Sunday after-

noim services for the sailors.

My i)rogress in Portuguese has been very slow. I am hoping, however,

to have a Brazilian young lady to assist me in the visitation work when
Miss Elerding goes home, and as she will live in our home I will have to

talk Portuguese, and in that way put into practise what I know.

During the past year Miss Layona Glenn was put in charge of

the R'lo school, and submits the following:

In the beginning of 1896 I was in Petropolis, actively engaged in class

woi'k in the college. My English work was the first class in English, read-

ing, grammar, literature, algebra, bookkeeping, classes in Portuguese, and

phonetics. My Portuguese work was in gengraphy, arithmetic, and draw-

ing, with three Bible classes. As you may naturally infer, the outside prep-

aration for these classes was considerable. I love my work, however, and
the little children succeeded well, since they were bright and attentive.

Besides the classes I had some outside work, such as keeping study hall

every (.ther night, locking after the domestics, receiving laundry, etc. In

the Sunday-school I had an interesting class of girls and young ladies, some
of them from our college. Two of them were Christians when they came
into the class, and six others have been converted and joined the Church

since. Not by my efforts alone were these prepared to receive Christ; but

it is a sweet comfort to me that the Lord let me see so many of my girls

brought into the fold, that he granted me the privilege of helping to show
them the way.

After the close of the school in June I went aw'ay into the interior to

spend a few weeks with some Brazilian friends, to rest and become more
accustomed to Portuguese before going to Rio, where my next work would
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be. I enjoyed my trip very nnieh, mid also enjoyed the jtrivilege of be-

coming better acquainted with our work, and s-ome of our BraziHan

Christians. T returned, and packed up for Rio, leaving beautiful Petropolis

behind me.

Tlie school in Rio had to be built up on a small foundation, but I made a

beginning and found an efficient helper in Migs Marchant, who taught Por-

tuguese and French for me. Although the school was small, we did our best,

and I am sure the Master recognizes our efforts. We had a very regular at-

tendance until about three weeks before the close, when measles broke out

among us, and several had to stop on that account. I enjoy many Church
privileges here, besides my interesting Sunday-school woik. I have a class

of boys from ten to sixteen yeais of age. They are very bright and intelli-

gent, and study their lessons with the greatest interest. Sometimes they

give me so much real pleasure by their attention and comprehension of any
point that I feel it a happy privilege to teach them.

Christmas we had a sacreil concert given by the English congregation,

and all the Brazilian congregations were invited to attend. We had songs

both in Portuguese and English, beautiful anthems by the choir, and solos

by several ladies and gentlemen; besides, we had some magnificent classic

music on the piano and violin by Prof. Lamberg and Cernicciaro, two of

the most noted musicians in Rio. I wish you could have heard " Hark, the

Herald Angels Sing! " sung in English and in Portuguese, each one singing

in his own language. As I listened, the words of the sweet singer of Israel

came to me: "Let the people praise thee, God; let all the people praise

thee. let the nations be glad and sing for joy: for thou shalt judge the

people righteously, and govern the nations upon earth."

When the music was over we went into the chapel, where all who would

remain were served to tea and cake. Every one enjoyed it, and I am sure

that the English-speaking people and Brazilians are better for that night's

work.

Christmas Day we had a Christmas Ladder for the children of the Sunday-

school. The Ladder was beautifully decorated with bright-colored foliage,

and loaded with candies—which we made ourselves because it was too ex-

pensive to buy—with nuts, raisins, fruits, and toys. The vrork of preparing

it fell upon a few, which, with the warm weather, taxed us no little, yet we
felt repaid when we saw the joy of the little ones. It seems queer to speak

of hot weather in winter time, but we are south of the trojiics, and have our

warmest weather when you have your coldest, and vice versa.

I am not satisfied with our school work in Rio. We need a system of day-

schools there, and I have asked permission of the Board to open them as

the opportunity presents itself. There is pressing need of such work for

our Church-members' children, as well as others near by. The people are

poor, and can not afford to pay car fare and tuition too. They want to pay a

little in a school where they could be taught the Bible and the principles of

religion. We would have native Christians to teach in these schools, the

missionary liaving the general oversight, visiting each of the schools as

often as possible during the week.

The school which is at present in operation will continue, of course; by
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it we reach the better class of people, and we must reach these; but we
must also jareach the gospel to the poor, and this we can do by such a plan

as I have proposed.

In these schools, if we find a child obedient, intelligent, and sufficiently

ambitious to study to prepare herself for teaching, we could put her in one

of our colleges for a regular course, thus feeding our teaching force from our

own ranks. But our general aim will be to give our people a common edu-

cation, so that they may study their Bible themselves, and become better

workers in their own sphere of life.

After Miss Eoss left Juiz de Foru Miss Perkinson vras put in

charge, and gives us a very clear statement of the work, thus:

In reviewing the work done in Collegio Mineiro during 1896 we find

there is much to encourage us, notwithstanding the fact that we have en-

countered great difficulties. At times the way seemed all dark, and we
knew not where to turn. Divine help came to strengthen and sustain us.

In the beginning of the year we found the houses we occupied were

hardly habitable during the rainy season. The property-holder refused to

make the necessary repairs, and as our means would not allow us to make
them, we moved to another house in February; and though we had less

room, the arrangements proved satisfactory. The locality was better and
the rent cheaper. Ere we had been settled in our new quarters thirteen

new pupils entered our school.

In the new school all went well until near the close of the term, when
sickness invaded our ranks, and death claimed two of our girls—the first a

boarder, the other a dear little day-pupil.

The heavy pressure under which we had been working almost exhausted

my physical strength, and as soon as possible after school closed I sought

a change of air, rest, and recreation. On my return, after vacation, the

owner of the house wished to sell it, so we had to move again. In this

last change we were unusually fortunate, and are now very comfortably

fixed— more so than we have been since I came to Juiz de Fora. We
opened school with thirty-five pupils. As this was nearly double the num-
ber we opened with the year before, we felt truly encouraged, and worked
with renewed energy and enthusiasm.

Miss Shafl'er joined us September 1, and at once readily shared our labors

and increased oui' happiness. By the doctor's advice, Miss Ross planned to

return to the United States, and soon sailed for home. The work fell from

her hands into mine. I accept it only until another stronger and better

fitted for the position can take it. I feel my inexperience keenly, and my
limited knowledge of the language is a great drawback; still I am willing

to go forward, remembering "as thy days, so shall thy strength be." We
now have under instruction fifty-six pupils, and for them we are doing the

best possil)le with the means at our command. We need more room and
more workers. The house we occupy would comfortably accommodate a

day-school, and give j'our missionaries a home; but in addition to this, we
must make the limited space we have furnish bedrooms for eleven girls^

three teachers, and one servant. The Board is generous in sending us funds
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to be used in renting this building, but we need one of our own. If it is

not possible for the Board to build, I am willing to do my best as it is.

The work of the past is done. We leave it in the hands of Him whom
we serve, praying that He will bless the good we have done and forgive the

mistakes we have made, and bless us in the future.

Miss Shaffer, who assi.sts Miss Perkinson at Juiz de Fora, says:

How quickly time goes in the mission field! Already four short, busy,

happy months have passed since our steamer entered tlie harbor at Rio.

After a few days' pleasant visit at Rio and Petropolis, 1 came to Juiz de

Fora to help Misses Ross and Perkinson in Collegio Mineiro. I arrived at

midday, and shall not soon forget the kindly welcome given me by both

teachers and pupils. Miss Perkinson I had known and loved in other days,

so I did not come as a stranger to her.

Miss Ross kindly allowed me a few days in which to rest and unpack.

Then I was given some little part of the house to look after, and also a few

girls to superintend. This, with the hours I had to devote to the study of

the language, filled my time until Miss Ross left to return to the States.

The management of the college was turned over to Miss Perkinson, and two
more classes were added to my work, which with grammar. United States

history, and two reading-classes quite filled up my time. It is also my duty

ti) hold evening prayers. The hymns are ^ung in Portuguese. Instead of

reading a chapter in the Bible, we have verses followed by prayer.

The opening of the school found tliirty-five pupils ready for work, nearly

double the previous year's enrollment. I think I have never seen children

who read the Bible more tlian do these. A little incident which I noted

soon after my arrival will show this: A colporteur had come to the college

with Bibles, and as Miss Ross and I looked over them, two of the little girls

passing through the room saw them and said: "0 give me a Bible, pleasel

"

I need not tell you that they received them, and, better still, they read them.

Amid the peculiar difficulties and temptations which meet one in the

mission field, there is the consciousness of the abiding presence of the Lord,

and the assurance that he who has promised to be with us always " is able

to keep that which we have committed unto him."

Statistics of Missions in Brazil.

Missionaries 10

Assistants 15

Pupils 258

Boarding-schools 2

Day-schools 3

Value of property owned by Woman's Board $75,000
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WORK AMONG THE INDIANS.

Work of Woman's Board Opened in 1886.

The increased appropriations made by the Woman's Board in

June, 1896, has brought a corresponding increase in the number of

pupils in the school and in enlarged operations in camp-work.

Rev. J. J. Methvin continues as Principal of Methvin Institute,

at Anadarko, and Miss Helen Brewster Superintendent of the

camp-work about Fort Sill, Fort Scott, and the adjacent countrj^

for miles around. Her perseverance, her incessant labors, and un-

failing hoi^efulness and cheerfulness entitle her to our commenda-
tion and admiration. As she travels from camp to camp, teaching

and ministering to the sin-sick, untutored daughters of the forest,

she is making a record approved of all, and will reap the reward of

the " faithful unto death."

There is decided advancement in our Indian Mission work.

The force now employed among the wild tribes is as follows:

Eev. J. J. Methvin, Superintendent; Miss Helen Brewster, in the

camp-work; Misses Lou Ilall, Ida Swanson, Emma B. Methvin, as-

sistant teachers and camp-workers.

Eev. J. J. Methvin writes from Anadarko encouraging things of

the school there. He says:

The school has been especially prosperous during the session. At the

opening of the fall term, in September, there were more applicants than we
could possibly accommodate, and a goodly numV)er were turned away. As
soon, however, as the new school-building was ready for ocL-upancy we took

others, and the school has had a steady patronage since then of eighty to

ninety, of both sexes and all ages, from three to sixteen, and of the various

tribes, the Kiowas and Comanches being the most numerous.

With the increased room, we could accommodate at least twenty-fiive

more, but I am afraid of going beyond the limit of ability to care for them
and of meeting the necessary expenditures for so large a number. Even as

it is, the increase in the school made necessary the improvement of the fa-

cilities for doing the work and the enlargement of the force of workers;

and hence, to meet this enlargement all round, I have had to meet expendi-

tures not anticipated when estimates were made for appropriations last year.

I have, however, economized closely, and made no debts, and expect to

reach the end of the fiscal year without embarrassment.

The pupils are making commendable progress in the various departments,

and seem to be, in an increased measure, enthusiastic in the work. Some
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of the boys and girls are e-pecially bright, and compare favorably with any
white pupils of like age. If we could send those pupils in whom there is

special promise away to some Christian school in the States, and have them
trained under different environment?, it would be a great blessing. Much
that is done for them here is neutralized by the influences set contrary and
constantly at work. Again, we have a number of yirls, twelve to fifteen

years of age, who, as soon as they leave school, will probably be forced to

marry, and be carried back by the tide of influences to all the evil habits of

camj) life. Last summer some of our girls, as soon as they left school, were

married in this way. Two of the most promising pupils, Luella Unkaho
and Sallie Sontiago, were saved from the camp during the summer by Miss

Hall, who took them with her to Texas to spend vacation, thus making
their vacation to them a great blessing. Some of the boys were carried

away in the same manner for summer vacation by Miss Svvanson and Miss

Aflli'ch.

The question constantly arises: "What can we do to save these pupils

from the evils of their own people? " It may be too expensive to put them
into a boarding-school and keep them there, but I have thought a goodly

number of them might be placed, here and there, with Christian families

in the States, to remain several years. I believe a great many of our Meth-

odist families would be willing to take one each, and thus we would very

largely increase our Indian work, without expense to the Board, and conserve

the interests here.

I call attention, in this connection, to the "outing system," inaugurated

several years ago (and kept up with very satisfactory results ever since) by
Capt. R. H. Pratt, Sui^erintendent of Carlisle Indian School, Carlisle, Pa.

Last year he had in attendance 898 jjupils, coming from 61 tribes in the

L'^nited States. Of these, he distributed 155 among private families in Penn-

sylvania. They attended the public schools during the winter months, and

worked on the farm and at other industries during the year, and all the

while having the continuous blessings of family life. During July and Au-
gust, vacation months, he sent out 506 into families to work. The total

earnings for the summer by these pupils amount to 119,238.62, of which the

girls earned $6,480.60 and the boys $12,758.02. Out of these sums, after

the boys and giils had bought their own clothing, they saved the sum of

$8,598.'^8 for investment. I call attention to this "outing system" of the

Carlisle school, for it shows what can be done.

I have this year introduced a simple course of instrumental music for the

benefit of those who may have talent for music, hoping thus to give enthu-

siastic interest to all the work. A number of our pupils have thus far made.

most excellent progress.

Theie is a good religious sentiment among the pujjils, and we hope to

see many or all of them converted before the close of the term, and those

who are already converted greatly revived and confirmed. During the

month of October we held a revival service, in which a goodly number pro-

fessed faith in Christ, most of whom, I believe, are endeavoring to keep the

faith. The health and spirit of the pupils are excellent, and I feel that real

progress is being made in every way.
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The buildings are in good condition, but, since the increase in the school,

the dining room and laundry are too small, and the laundry needs repairs,

which I hope to make during the summer. The new school and chapel

building proves a great blessing. The house is a positive comfort to us. It

is 36X-40, two stories, with two class-rooms and oflice on tlie first floor, and

chapel above. It is the be-t-built house on this reservation. In addition

to the school and chapel building, I had a low-roof boj's' dormitory, 14x50

feet, erected away from the main building. This was built by the boys

themselves, chiefly from lumber left from the new school-building. It is

well ventilated and quite comfortable, and adds greatly to our convenience,

since it puts the two sexes in entirely separate buildings.

Miss Brewster will give a report of her camp work among the Comanches,

and of that, therefore, I need only to speak briefly. She is doing most effi-

cient work; and, were it not for the work she has done and is doing, our

Church would hardly be represented among the Comanches at all. In addi-

tion to camp work among the Comanches, through Miss Brewster, we carry

on camp work among the Kiowas in the vicinity of the school, through the

teachers in the school. Misses Swanson and Hall are doing good work in

this field. In this connection I will say that Miss Mendenhall, a member
of our Church, and a sweet-spirited, earnest Christian lady, is also engaged

in camp work in this vicinity. She is in the employ of the government as

camp matron, and she is doing faithful work.

It is my wish another year to introduce some new features of industry

among the pupils, that they may have opportunity of engaging in a definite

line of work that may be followed permanently as a trade.

Now in closing I want to express uiy gratitude to the Woman's Board

for their continued confidence in this work among the wild tribes, and in

me, their servant for Christ's sake, and return thanks unto God the Father

through Christ for his abundant mercies, which have come to us through

his direction throughout the year. I feel and believe that the prospects of

the salvation of the Indians are as bright as the promises of God. We shall

reap, if we faint not.

Of the camp work, Miss Helen Brewster writes:

During the past year I had charge of the camp work at Fort Sill, Fort

Scott, Tabinanicas, Beaver Creek, and a point three miles south of Fort Sill.

To make the circuit of these five points and return I traveled sixty-seven

miles, and, as I tried to visit them at least once a month during good weath-

er, n)y mileage went up into the thousands.

This once-a-month visitation gave me so little time at each point that I

always came away feeling dissatisfied with the results. A remark that one

of the Indians made to me on one of my visits to Tabinanicas seemed to

exactly express how my heart felt. " When will you come again? " he said.

"In a month," I replied. " Mother," he answered, " you only come once a

month to tell us of Jesus, and our hearts are hungry to hear of that good
way."

This fall, as the weather became unsettled, it seemed better to concentrate

somewhat; so I have given more time to Fort Scott and this place. Our
5
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sewing-class there has made many garments, underclothing particularly.

The women were anxioas to have me cut out for them. In addition, we made
dresses for the babies and little two-year-old children. I know that it will

sound strange to you when I say that I did not find more than one baby in

my whole round that had any clothes at all. Think of that, you mothers

who love to see your darlings robed in the daintiest of little garments. And
so many of these little dusky darlings were wrapped up in soft-tanned deer-

skin, while the soft fur of various animals was used instead of clothes. No
mother ever more enjoyed a dainty, lace-trimmed frock than these mothers

do plain calico dresses for their little ones.

At all these sewings we held prayer-services with the women ; and the

old people, who seldom or never go to church, have a chance to hear the

gospel. Some of these old people seem much interested; and the talks they

give, their yearning after the light, and yet their seemingly hopeless efforts

to cast off the old superstitions, are the things that fill a camp-worker's heart

with yearnings for their salvation more than her tongue can express.

The ministry to the sick, the numberless little things done fur the well

ones, little interpretings here and there to make things straight for them,

take one's time and fill one's heart and hands.



SUMMARY OF STATISTICS.

Missionaries 46

Teachers and native helpers 116

Boarding-schools 12

Day-schools 46

Pupils (about) 3,000

Women under instruction 1,000

Pupils in Sunday-school 2,000

Bible women 26

Scholarships 60

Bible college 1

Hospitals 2

Medical missionary 1

Number of missionaries employed since organization.

.

74

Married 14

Died 3

Returned because of ill health 10

Value of property owned by Woman's Board $266,800

Value of Scarritt Bible and Training School 75,000

Total $341,800
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TREASURER'S REPORT FOR 1896-91.

Mrs. H. N. McTyeire, Treasurer, in account with Woman's

Foreign Missionary Society, M. E. Church, South.

Db.
Alabama Confeience 8 2,711 (j6

Of above. $181.81, thank-offerings; 8144.92, mite-boxes; 562.U5, Bible women;
S13:i65, Little Workers' Special; 1233.6.% juvenile collections.

Arkansas Conference 1,001 34
Of above, Sti.3.5, thank-offering; $93.90, scholarships; 8192, Bible women;

60 cents. Little Workers' Special; 847.60, juvenile collections.
Baltimore t'onferenee 4,539 49

Of above, 876.82, thank -offermgs; 822.86, mite-boxes; 8194, scholarships; $.4,

Bible woman; 869.6ii, Little Workers' Special; 824 20, hospital furnishings;
820, Mr.s. McClendon.

East Texas Conference 334 97
831.40, thank-offerings; 83(), scholarships; $4.05, Litile Workers' Special.

Florida Conference 703 75
Of above, 86.12, mite-boxes; $5, hospital; 82.05, Training-School.

Holston Conference 2,940 18
Of above, $18.73, mite-boxes; $249.72, Little Workers' Special; $7.90, thank-

offerings; 823.48, Training-School.
Indian IVIi.s.«ion Conference 136 55

Of above, $.=>, Little Workers' Special.
Kentuckv Conference 2,555 29

Of above, 8230 43, thank-offering-; 814.88, mite-boxes; 8247.90, scholarships;
$329.68, Bible women; >;4.40, Little Workers' Special.

Litile Rock Conference 757 86
Of above, $34 70, thank-oiferings; 86.40, mite-boxes; 840, scholarships; $16,

ho.«pital furnishings.
Los Angeles Conference 327 71

Of above, 837.71, thank-offerings.
Louisiana Conference 542 85

Of Hbove, 829.7.5. thank-offerings; $2.3ii, mite-boxes; 860, scholarships; $i72.-

8.5, Bible w. men; $4.4u, Training-School.
Louisville Conference 2,983 72

Of above, $85.16, thank-offermg"; $51.63, mite-boxes; J|40, scholarships; $42,
Bible women; 81.60, Little Workers' Special; $400, bequest of Mrs. M. L.
Walker.

Memphis Conference 3,415 59
Of above. 818.73, thank-offerings; 83.56, mite-boxes; $120, scholarships;

8120, Bible women; 840, hospital.
Mexican Border Mission Conference 13 80
Mississippi Conference 986 21

Of above, $10.5.()3, thank-offerings; 84.96, mite-boxes; 832, hospital; $2.45,
Little Workers' Special.

Missouri Conference ; 2,207 14
Of above, $410.71, thank-offerings; $65.15, mite-boxes; $355 80, Bible women;

$40, scholarships.
Norih Alabama Conference 2,029 39

Of above, $27. ,5:1, thank-offerings; $13.30, mite-boxes; $40, scholarships;
817.29, Little Workers' Special.

Norih Carolina Conference 3,380 79
Of above, $787.56, Mary Black ward; $156.26, hospital furnishings.

North Georgia Conference 9,224 08
Of above, 8116.27, thank-offerings; $6.47, mite-boxes; 8671, Bible women;

$172,611, scholaiship<; $168.80, Little Workers' Special; 8^7.60, hospiial.
North Mississippi Conference 4,411 88

Of above, $:06.15, thank-offerings; $364.95, Bible women; $615.50, scholar-
ships; !l;273. hospital; $241.80, Little Workers' Special.

North Texas Conference 1,302 94
Of above, $2ii9.7.5, thank-offerings; $2.16, mite-boxes; $164.17, Indian work;

$152.41, Training-School.
Northwest Tex«s Conference 1,569 40

Of above, 817.67, thank-offerings; $11.05, mite-bo.xes; $60, Bible women;
$20.(12, scholarships; $22.90, Little Workers' Special.

Pacific C nference 394 34
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South Carolina Conference 8 5,370 09
Of atiove. $218 19, thank-otferings; «4i).95, mite-boxes; $285.60, scholarships;

$47.01, Little Workers' Special; $j97 .08, juvenile collections; $17, hospital.
South Georgia Conference 6,429 41

Of :ibove, $1,234 75, thank-offerings; $120, Bible women; $56.75, scholar-
ships; $140. :51, hospital.

Southwest Missouri Conference 3,605 14
Of above, $77.11, thank-offerinas; $180, Bible women; $160, scholarships;

$48, beds in hospital; $2, Little Workers' Special.
St. Louis Conference 1,468 92

Of above, $27.47, thank-offering*; $26.18, mite-boxes; $141.76, scholarships;
126.80, Little Workers' Special; $16, bed in hospital; $60, Miss Rankin.

Tennessee Conferenee 4,277 25
Of above, $118.86, thank-offerings; $53.12, mite-boxes; $209.25, Bible women,

$293.39, scholarships; $40.50, beds in hospital; $32.71, Little Workers' Special

;

$950, bequest of Mrs. McCord.
Texas Conlerence 1,313 35

Of above, $U.40, thank-offerings; $9.97, miie-boxes ; $17.50, Bible women;
$121.72. juvenile collections.

Virginia Conference 6,172 88
Of above, $178.64, thank-offerings; $215.01, mite-boxes; $177, Bible women;

$;i81,02, scholarships; $120.25, beds in hospit^l.
West Texis Conference 291 96

Of above, $26.01, thank-offerings.
Western Conference 90 86

Of above, $12.50, thank-offerings.
Western North Carolina Conference 3,169 66

Of above, $227.77, thank-offerings; $60, scholarships; $54, beds in hospital;
$4, Little Workers' Special.

Western Virginia Confereni-e 878 21
Of above, .l;7:i 07, thank-offerings; S4.i0, mite-boxes; $5.60, Little Workers'

Special; $62, Bible women.
White River Conference 968 71

Of above, $52.13, th-.nk-offerings; $27.60. mite-boxes; !j;i21.40, Bible women;
$19.15, scholarships; $10.22, Little Workers' Special.

Miscellaneous.

Received of Mrs. .J. D. Hamilton, sale of Treasurer's books 31 60
Received of Rev. H. E. Partridge, WaynesVioro, Miss 6 00
Received of Mrs. S. C. Trueheart 15 00
Reeeivect of Mrs. Fannie Pennington, Pennington, Ga 2 65
Received oMrs. H. DeL'^ach, Snapping Shoals, Ga 4 90
Received of Mrs. John M. Barker, Mexico, Mo 2 50
Received of Mrs. .1. C. Slaughter, Dallas, Tex 6 25
Received of Mrs. W. W. Watkins, New York 20 00
Received of Miss A. M. Barnes, Little Workers' Special 10 90
Received of Mrs. A. C. Jefferson, Mammoth Springs, Ark 6 10
Received of HattieS. Martin, King's Da .gnters (^'hapel Hill, N. C 24 00
Received of Mrs. S. C. Trueheart, from Mrs J. Camp' ell 75 00
Received of Mrs. J. D. Hamilton, sale of Treasurer's books 28 40
Received of dividends Baltimore Water stock 70 00
Received of Memorial Fund 69 80

$ 82,880 47

Ce.
1896.

April 25. Paid Miss A. M. Barnes, EdU or of Little Worker 8 79 93
May 4 Paiil Mrs. S. C. Trueheart Secretary, office expenses 178 65

9. Paid China draft, special for Miss Kankin 40 00
12. Paid Miss N. E. Holding, due on third quarter 25 00

Paid Ben C. Watts, by order of Miss Watts 1.5 00
29. Paid Miss A. M. Barnes, Edi or of Litflc Worker 92 76

June 9. Paid expenses of annual Board iiieeiing 513 51
10. Paid Edith A. Park, outfit and travel to Mexico 225 00
15. Paid Misses Sanders and Leveritt's outfit 400 00

Paid Misses Martin and Shatter's outfit 400 00
31. Paid IMrs. J. P. Campbell, home salary 93 75

July 2. Paid Miss N. E. Holding, for Mexico 4,622 .50

Paid Miss N. E Holding 6,000 00
Paid Miss E. Stewart, for Miss Moore 187 50
Paid Miss A. M. Barnes, June salary 62 50
Paid Miss Alice Waiters, home salary 93 75
Paid Miss M. H. Watt-, fourth quarter lor Brazil 1,975 00
Paid J. J. Methvin, fourth quarter for Indian Mission 910 00
Paid Dr. M. Polk, outfit for China 200 00
Paid Miss L. Stiadlev, outfit for China 200 00
Paid Mrs. S. C. Trueheart, office expenses 250 00

3. Paid A. M. Barnes, office expenses 57 73
7. Paid Miss L. Wilson, traveling expen.«es 300 00
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1S97.

July 15. Paid China draft, third qiiarte)'

Paid Mrs. A. \V. Wilson, Editor of LeMfiets
17. Paid Busk & Jpvons, agents ofSteainsliip d-

Paid Misses Shaffer aiid Siradley, travel to Biazil
Paid J. J. Metlivin, fourth quarter lor Indian Mission
Pa d Miss Helen Richardson, Treasurer, special lor Chiua
Paid Miss Lena Freeman, Ajieiit oi' Little W iker

IS. Paid Mrs A. E. McClendon. from Baltimore Conlerence
25. Paid Miss Nora Smith, outfit and travel

Paid Miss N. E. Holding, fur Mexico
Paid Busk & Jevons, agents ol Steamship Co

27. Paiil Miss Lelia Roberts, special
M. Paid Miss Carrie Kennedy, salary for two months

Aug. 1. Paid Barbee & Smitli, Agents, del-t on Advocate
Paid B;irbee & Smith, Agents, leafles and slips

2. Paid Miss A. V. Wilson, special for Mexico
Paid Miss Helen Richardson, Treasurer, sch'larsi ips
Paid Miss A. M. Barnes, salary nnd oflfice expenses

7. Paid traveling expenses of four missionarit-s to China
Sept. 1. Paid Barl-ee & Smith, Agents, printing

raid Mrs. S. C. Trueheart, Secretary, quarter's salary
Paid Miss Carrie Kennedy, salary
Paid Miss A. M. Barnes, salary and oflRce expenses

14. Paid Miss M. H. Watts, first quarter for Brazil
Paid Miss N. E. Holding, first quarter for Mexico

19. Paid Miss Helen Richaidson, Treasurer, for Cliina
Paid Miss Dora Pyles, order of IM. Pyies
Paid Miss Mary Richardson
Paid Miss Alice Waters, home salary
Paid Mrs. ,T. P. Campbell, salarv
Paid J. J. Methvin, for Iniiian Mission

22. Paid Mrs. A. W. Wilson, Editor of Leaflets
Paid Barbee <t Smith, Agents, leaflets

Paid American Paper Co., mite-boxes
Oct. 1. Paid Miss N. E. Holding, special

Paid Miss Lena Freeman, Agent
Paid Miss ('arrie Kennedy, salary
Paid J. C. A. Umberger, for missionary
Paid ISIiss Sallie Reynolds, special ."

Paid Miss A. M. Barnes, salary and otflce expenses
17. Paid China draft, fourth quarter
^Vi. Paid Miss A. V. Wilson, special

Paid Miss Lelia Rolierts, special
Paid Miss Helen Richardson, Treasurer, special

Nov. 5. Paid Miss A. M. Barnes, >alary and office expense-
Paid Miss Carrie Kennedy, October salary

25. Paid Mrs. S. C. Trueheart, salary for first quarter
.30. Paid A. V. Wilson, for Guadalajarn

Dec. 4. Paid Miss Helen Brewster, special :

15. Paid Miss Carrie Kennedy, salHry
Paid Miss A. M. Barnes, salary and office expenses

2L Paid Miss M. H. Watts, second quarter for Brazil
22. Paid Bliss N. E Holding, second quarter for Mexico
28. Paid Miss Helen Richardson, second quarter for Chinsi

Paid Miss Mary Smith, order of missionary
Paid Mrs. Johii (tIU, order of missionary ,

Paid Mrs. J. B. Martin, order of mi-sionary
Paid Miss Cushman, order of missionary
Paid Miss Alice Waters, home salary

29. Paid Mrs. S. C. Trueheart, iiccount of Misses Moore and Stradley
30. Paid J. J. Metlivin, for Indian Mission '.

Paid Mrs. J. P. Campbell, .-ahiry

Paid Miss Helen Richardson, Treasurer, specials
Paid Miss Lochie Rankin, special
Paid Mrs. A. W. Wilson, Editor of Leaflets

1897.

Jan. 4. Paid Miss Carrie Kennedy, salary
Paid Miss A. M. Barnes, salary and expense of paper and special

6. Paid Barbee & Smith, Agents, printing and posta^^e
Paid Mrs. 8. C. Trueheart, Secretary, office expenses and mailing

mite -boxes
Paid Mrs. H. N. McTyeire, Treasurer, postage

11. Paid Miss Lena Freeman, Agent, paper
15. Paid Miss A. V. Wilson, spi cial

Paid Miss M. H. Watts, specials for Brazil ,

Jan. 15. Paid Barbee & Smith, Agents, leaflets and postage
Feb. 2. Paid Miss A. M. Barnes, salary and expense account

Paid Miss Carrie Kennedy, salary
6. Paid Miss Helen Richardson, Treasurer, specials for fihina

Pa-' Miss Laura Haygood, special for China

4,127 fO
87 i.0

50 0(»

480 00
1,0(0 00
240 00
25 00
20 to

440 (0
515 00
25 00
15 02

100 nil

411 73
251 86
;;g (10

80 00
100 73

1,2(j0 00
t);i0 21

.OOO 00
50 00
90 25

3,560 25
9,111 50
8,415 00

.5(1 00
100 10
m 75

187 50
1,43:3 72

87 50
156 OH
06 70
24 00
25 00
50 00
5n 00
100 00
93 73

4,127 50
24 00
24 46
5 00

103 (iO

50 00
.•]00 00
660 00

8 60
50 00

104 19

3.539 75
8.148 65

4,716 50
20 (.0

80 00
75 00
50 00
93 75
4 75

1,387 ,^o

187 50
495 (iO

60 on

62 50

.5" 00
106 40
17 52

250 00
8 00

25 00
25 00

228 30
236 72
117 03
50 00

1,515 50
40 00
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Feb. (1. Paid Miss Helen Brewster, special $ 5 IKI

Paid Miss Lelia Roberts, special it '-ir,

Paid J. J. Metiivin, special 2ul 12
Paid Miss Tjizzie Wilson, scholarship 25 00
Paid Miss N. E. Holding, special 5 00
Paid Miss Ellie Tydings, special T 75
Paid Miss Lula Ross, expenses home 61 50
Paid Miss Helen Richardson, Treasurer, tor hospital and scholHr-

ships, China 8-).") 00
Paid Miss Lelia Roberts, Bible woman 6i) 00

March 3. Paid Mrs. S. C. Trueheart, second quarter's salary ;;00 00
Paid Miss Carrie Kennedy, Bebruary salary 50 OO

9. Paid Miss A. M. Barnes, salary and expense account 108 ol

Paid Barbee & Smith, Agents," express and postnge 22 80
20. Paid Miss Helen Richardson, Treasurer, third quarter lor Chin 4,727 50

Paid Miss M. H. Watts, third quarter for Brazil : 2,942 25
2,5. Paid Miss E. Billingsley, for Training-School 185 91
27. Paid Miss A. M. Barnes, salary and ofiice e^xpenses 97 02
29. Paid Miss Carrie Kennedy, salary .'lO 00
W. Paid Miss N. E. Holding, third quarter for Mexico. 8,118 75
1. Paid Mrs J. P. Campbell, salary 187 50

Pnid <;. F. Elerding, order of missionary 187 50
Paid J. J. Methvin, for Indian Mission l,0.i« .^8

Paid Miss Lula Ross, home salary 9.3 75
Paid Mrs. A. W. Wilson, Editor of Leaflets 62 50

8. Paid Miss Lena Freeman, Ag^nt, paper 25 00
10. Paid Mr. John S. Moore, order of missionary 187 .50

Charged off by order of Annual Board* ."

4,147 68

April

% 100,600 58

RECAPITULATION.

Balance April 14, 189G $ 47,r)64 27
Amount received for fiscal year 1896-97 82,880 47—8 130,444 74
Amount paid out for fiscal year 1890-97 100,6o0 58

9 29,844 16
In banks as follows, April 15, 1897:

First National Bank $ 1,5,0.54 20
American National Bank 9,313 80
Fourth National Bank .5,476 17—

Memorial Fund from last year 3,.528 52 » ,

Received this year '" °" '

Thank-offerings received this year
Mite-box eolli-ctions (or year...
Little Workers' Special

69 SO-

Bequests Receivfd This Year:

Mrs. M. L. Walker, Guthrie, Ky.
Mrs. McCord, Tenn ."..

29,814 17

3.598 32
4,062 57 >

756 42
1,252 71

' 400 00
950 00

Receipts Since Org.\nization.

Amount received for fiscal year 1878-79 8 4,101 27

1879-80 13,775 97
1880-81 19,362 10
1881-82 2.5,009 44
1882-8;i 29,647 31
1883-84 38,873 52
1884-85 .52,6,52 12

1885-86 5I,.588 76
1886-87 .50,092 63
1887-88 69,729 65

Amount received for Training-School from 1889 to 1897

1888-89 8 68,lt)5 34
1889-90 7.5,476 .54

1890-91 8.5,969 44
1891-92 66,448 .59

1892-93 71,19't 12
189:5-94 66.377 90
1894-95 63,951 98
1895 96 74,403 16
1896-97 82,880 47

81,010,308 31

117,449 04

Grand total 81,127,757 35

Respectfully submitted. Mrs. H. N. McTyeire, Treasurer.

Examined and reported upon May 27, 1897. Thomas S. Weaver, Auditor;
T. B. Hoi.t, Treasurer,

lioard of Missions. H. K. Cliurcli, South.

^- Of diaburHements, 8^.1^7.68 is in the Commercial National Bank, Nashrille. that tailed. This sum in unpaid
and not likely to be paid, and is charged otT by order of last annual Board on recommetidation of T. S. Weaver,
Auditor.
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NINETEENTH ANNUAL MEETING
OF THE

WOMM'8 BOSRD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS
OF THE

METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, SOUTH.

MRS. S. C. TRUEHEART, Foreign Secretary.

1897.

The Woman's Board of Foreign Missions, meeting as it does in

different parts of our beautiful Southland, finds itself from year to

year amid varied environments. Coming for its nineteenth annual

session to the city of Birmingham, where warmth of welcome,

tender hospitality, and appeciation are most apparent, they give to

this magic city a rich beauty and home-like appearance that give

each heart an instant realization that it is as sisters and friends,

not as strangers, we meet its kind people. To many eyes the min-

eral soil, rugged hills so rich in hidden treasures, the gigantic and

imposing iron furnaces, the glowing coke ovens of Birmingham,

are unfamiliar sights, but they serve to impress most forcibly the

wonderful resources of our Heavenly Father, and his bountiful pro-

vision for the inhabitants of earth.

The beautiful and imposing First Church inspires not only ad-

miration of itself, but real respect for a people who had the cour-

age to plan so largely for our God, and the perseverance to exe-

cute those plans so perfectly.

The Board gathered for its annual consecration and prai.=e sei'v-

ice in the auditorium of First Church on Friday, June 4, at 8 p.m.

Many members of the Board and visitors were present, and it was
an hour of great profit and blessing. The meeting opened with a

communion service, conducted by Dr. Newman, presiding elder of

the Birmingham District, after which Mrs. Wightman, President of



76 woman's foreign missionary society.

the Bourd, took charge of the exercises. In a few tender, touch-

ing words she called attention to the great truth, so beautifully illus-

trated in the Lord's Supper, that life comes through death; that

spiritually to lose one's life is to find it; that crucifixion of the self-

life leads to a resurrection in which the Christ-life lives and reigns.

Testimonies followed, and many were the expressions of devotion

to our Lord and zeal for his cause. Some had been called upon to

pass through deep affliction and sorrow, but upon all lips were ex-

pressions of unfaltering faith in God and a consciousness of his

continual presence. Many had learned new lessons during the past

year from their great Teacher, and desire<l to magnify the Lord

for these revelations, and to "pass on" these illuminated Scripture

texts, that all might receive "some portion of meat in due season."

The anniversary meeting was held Saturday night, June 5, de-

votional exercises conducted by Dr. Kell}^. Birmingham's gra-

cious welcome, which had had such manifold expressions from the

time we entered her gates, was voiced by Mrs. Sturdivant in sweet,

cordial words of sisterly love. Mrs. Anson West, of Decatur,

welcomed the Boai'd in the name of the North Alabama Conference

Foreign Missionary Society, in an interesting and forceful manner.

Mrs. S. S. Harris, of Florida, responded for the Board in her usual

happy style, asserting that she did not bring the popular "thanks,"

or more gushing "many thanks," but a heartfelt "thank you,

God bless you."

The annual address of the President was full of thankfulness for

the growth of the past year, and for the breadth of work now
lying out before us in heathen lands. Citing something of the

history of the first Chinese convert, she reminded us that, as we
turn our telescope upon our work now, we see not one bright

particular star, but the horizon beautiful with constellations of

redeemed souls'.

The report of the Foreign Secretary, Mrs. Trueheart, was, as usual,

broad and comprehensive; while the report of the Treasurer, Mrs.

McTyeire, showed an advance over last year's collections of some-

thing over $8,000.

Dr. Kelly, pastor of First Church, Birmingham, preached the

annual sermon from the payable of the lost coin. (Luke xv. 8-

10.) Never has the Board listened to a more unique, appropriate,

and powerful discourse; and as the speaker brought out woman's
peculiar capability in the great gospel search, her sense of loss, her

powers of finding, her capacity to rejoice, every woman's heart
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was fired, with fresh enthusiasm and power born of this revelation

of her God-given talents.

The absence of Miss Barnes from her usual post at the children's

service was much deplored. Mrs. Hargrove conducted this meeting,

held at 4:30 Sunday afternoon. A large audience of children and

grown folks was present, and all enjoyed the service. The children

were unusually bright, interested, and responsive; and the talks of

Miss Waters, Miss Eoss, Brother WoUing, Miss Norville, and Mrs.

Spaulding will linger long in their memories, and incite to zeal in

the cause of Missions.

At 8 P.M. Brother WoUing, of Brazil, spoke of his work in that

country. He was followed by Dr. W. E. Lambuth, who, inspired

by the Holy One, urged a full surrender of self, and an indwelling

Spirit, if our work continued to be successful.

Monday evening's session was given to a discussion of "The

Pastor's Eelation to the Woman's Foreign Missionaiy Society."

The question was opened by an able and exhaustive paper from Mrs.

F. p. Swindell, followed by short talks from Mrs. Chatfield, Mrs.

Wilson, Mrs. Watson, Mrs. Cheatham, and Mrs. Neill. All agreed

that the pastor occupied a close and vital I'elation to our work, that

its success depended in a large measure upon the pastor's interest

and fidelity, and that all honor and gratitude are due to those pas-

tors who in the stress of their many-sided labors never neglect

their Woman's Foi'eign Missionary Society.

Tuesday evening's session was devoted to the reception of the

newly accepted missionaries (Miss Mary Eichardson, of Missouri,

and Miss Susie Williams, of California), and to addresses from

Misses Waters, Eoss, and Norville, missionaries at home on leave

of absence; Mrs. Spaulding, Corresponding Secretary of the Indian

Mission Conference, also gave a short, earnest talk. The service was
unusuall}' impressive; the faith and strong courage of these devoted

hearts was most apparent, and the whole audience realized that

these missionaries knew God and loved heathen souls with their

whole hearts. One sentence of Miss Eoss's addi'ess should be

burned upon the hearts of the women of our Church: "No wom-
an ever knows how rich life is till she is conscious of doing some-

thing for God and humanity."

A trolley ride to beautiful East Lake, a visit to Pratt Mines
penitentiary, the large number of interested visitors from adjoining

Conferences, the enjoyable noontides of our daily sessions spent in

social intercourse and in discussing the bountiful lunches spread in
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the spacious dining-room of First Church, will linger long in the

memories of the Board as evidences of the loving thought and

appreciation of its friends.

The deep spirituality, perfect harmony, and earnest zeal pecul-

iarly charactei'izing this nineteenth annual session, mark it as ful-

filling the prophetic prediction :
" Upon my handmaidens in those

days will I pour out my Spirit."

Mary L. Hargrove, Recording Secretary.



OFFICIAL MINUTES.

The Woman's Board of Foreign Missions met in the Fii-st Meth-

odist Church, Birmingham, Ala., Saturday, June 5, at 9 a.m., for the

first business session of its nineteenth Annual Conference. Mrs.

Wightman, President ofthe Board, led the devotional exercises, and

after Hymn 668 was sung, beginning at the second verse, " Wo
meet through distant lands to spread," offered earnest prayer,

praising God for the blessings of the past year, and imploring

large measures of wisdom and grace to rest upon his handmaidens

assembled to plan for the spread of his kingdom to the uttermost

parts of the earth. The Scripture lesson for the morning consisted

of passages culled from the Old and New Testaments, all pointing

out God's will that the Christ who should come, the Christ on

earth, and the Christ who had come, was for all nations, an Offering

of the Father's love for the redemption of the world. " Christ for

the nations " was the most appropriate subject for this clear and

forceful Bible-reading. Hymn 663 was sung, after which the

meeting was called to order and business begun. The Eecording

Secretary, Mrs. Hargrove, called the roll of officers, managers,

and Conference Secretaries, and the following answered to their

names:

Officers.

Mrs. M. D. Wightman, Mrs. S. C. Trueheart,

Miss M. L. Gibson, Mrs. H. N. McTyeire,

Mrs. T. B. Hargrove.

Managers.

Mrs. W. G. E. Cunnyngham, Mrs. E. C. Dowdell,

Mrs. I. G. John, Mrs. Adam Hendrix,

Mrs. W. B. Higginbotham.

Conference Corresponding Secretaries.

Mrs. J. W. Eush, Mrs. E. A. Gray (reserve),

Mrs. O. H. Tucker (reserve), Mrs. W. M. Mcintosh (reserve),

Mrs. A. W. Wilson (reserve), Mrs. E. J. Eobinson,

Miss L, P. Lane, Mrs. S. S. Munger (reserve),

Mrs. J. E. Bentley, Mrs. J. W. Humbert,
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work, but it dishonors God. " Go, I am with thee," should be enough to

nerve the hand to great deeds, and to fill the heart with happy anticipa-

tions of final triumph.

As a Woman's Board we can say, and do say, with gratitude and rever-

ence, God is with us and gives us success; God guides us, and we need not

stumble, and we do not, unless we forget and "lean toward our own un-

derstanding; " or become discouraged, as the Israelites, and call upon Egyj^t

for help; or take our eyes from the Master, like Peter, and look upon the

rolling waters which threaten to engulf us.

At the beginning of the year—rather at the close of the las^t annual

meeting—the members of this body, with spirits quickened with contact

with each other and a baptism from on high, went home with the purpose

of accomplishing greater things for God and for the extension of his king-

dom than ever before. Unusual activity marked the first months in almost

every Conference Society. To redeem the pledge, to increase the membership

to one hundred thousand and the contributions to $100,000, animated every

well-wisher of the enterpiise. Although our hopes have not been realized,

we have found the efforts put forth a great blessing, which stimulates to

better things hereafter. Our failure, if we should so denominate it, was caused

by a combination of circumstances. It was election year, and the heated

contest invaded everj' home; the stringency of the times called for re-

trenchment somewhere, and someivhere is usually from the funds belong-

ing by right to God; the multiplication of societies in the Church, which

discouraged many whose faith faltered— these, and other things, echoes

of which came to the Secretary's office from all quarters during the past

year, prevented the fruition of our hopes, the fulfilment of our pledge.

Some Conference Societies were victorious and redeemed their pledges,

among the number North Mississippi, North Georgia, and Southwest Mis-

souri. Indeed, I feel that we should declare that victory was ours in every

Conference Society and wherever we trusted our divine Leader and obeyed

our marching orders. The work is the Lord's, he is our Source of supplies

as to wisdom, strength, and courage, and his are the souls of all those we
would help to save. We should listen for his voice, heed only his orders.

" Go forward !" may always be heard above the din of earth's noises, if we
are eager to hear. O for the spirit that animated the mighty Paul, who
counted no labor, no trial, no self-sacrifice, if only he might win souls for

Christ! Our God is as able, as willing, to carry us to victory as he was to

accompany Paul and Barnabas over rough seas and arid plains, and through

countries infested by ferocious beasts and more ferocious men. We have
difficulties to face, obstacles to overcome, but the strong right arm of power
is always ours, and assurance, not discouragement, should fill our hearts.

We must bear in mind the good that comes to our own souls in every

effort made, honestly and sincerely made, to save others. The enterprise

has already developed thousands of women in our home Church into intel-

ligent Christian workers. This fact should encourage every woman not

already enlisted in our ranks to unite with us. Increase of members should

be the burden of our prayers and the great object of our efforts the coming
year.
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Many of the Secretaries, in writing about the difficulties of meeting

their pledges last year, said: " I find it much easier to get our part of the

money than our part of the members." But difficulties will be overcome

if we look to our Leader, and go to our sisters with hearts overflowing with

love for them as well as for the cause. I do not know the best means to

use, the best human agency to secure new members, but I am sure that pro-

found faith in the righteousness of the cause, and a heart animated by the

Spirit of God, is an almost resistless force, and few women \vill repel a sin-

cere well-wisher when the appeal is made in Christ's name.

By the action of the Local Board in January last, I was commissioned to

represent our Board in the Congress of Women's Boards of the LTnited

States and Canada, which met in the Presbyterian House in New York
City January 15. This convention, planned somewhat after the confer-

ence of the men's boards of Foreign Missions, will help to solve many
problems in the field among missionaries, and secure comity both at home
and abroad. All are subjects of a Divine Master, who aims to bring the

world to him ; and whatever will bring about and continue good fellowship

is valuable.

The proceedings of the conference were laid before the Local Board on

my return, and sent to the members of this Board. I hope it may be

your judgment to appoint a representative to the next annual session, which
meets in the Methodist Episcopal House in New York. In addition to the

harmony to be gained, such conference will secure a more intelligent out-

look of the countries of the world, better methods of work, and greater

economy in the disbursement of funds and the location of missionaries.

Two days are to be devoted to the next conference, one of which is, by special

invitation, to be held in connection with the men's boards. I am satisfied

that the money and time necessary for attending this meeting will bring

rich results because of the influence going out to each Woman's Board rep-

resented.

Soon after the adjournment last June it seemed necessary for me to

visit our Mexican Missions. By far the largest appropriations of our

funds have been given to these mission schools, and we have the right to

expect from them the largest returns. I found the work well systematized

and faithfully and conscientiously executed. Entering the republic at La-

redo, I had the pleasure of noting the school work at Laredo Seminary. I

observed the fine management of the children, the efficiency of the teach-

ers, and the consecration and devotion of the missionaries. The money
appropriated had been economically expended, and the amount at the dis-

posal of those in charge had been judiciously distributed. What is true of

Laredo in this respect is true of all the other stations where the Woman's
Board has opened work. Much commendation is due the skill and taste

of those who had the planning of our schools and made the outlay of the

funds. Laredo, Saltillo, San Luis Potosi, Guadalajara, Durango, and Chi-

huahua are in fine working order, and in the near future may become self-

sustaining. Except San Luis Potosi, the school-buildings are large enough,

and so long as the day-schools there are so prosperous the present building

will answer. The property at Guadalajara would be more complete and
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work, but it dishonorg God. " Go, I am with thee," should be enough to

nerve the hand to great deeds, and to fill the heart with happy anticipa-

tions of final trium])h.

As a Woman's Board we can say, and do say, with gratitude and rever-

ence, God is with us and gives us success ; God guides us, and we need not

stumble, and we do not, unless we forget and "lean toward our own un-
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with each other and a baptism from on high, went home with the purpose

of accomplishing greater things for God and for the extension of his king-

dom than ever before. Unusual activity marked the first months in almost
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discouraged many whose faith faltered— these, and other things, echoes

of which came to the Secretary's office from all quarters during the past

year, prevented the fruition of our hopes, the fulfilment of our pledge.

Some Conference Societies were victorious and redeemed their pledges,

among the number North Mississippi, North Georgia, and Southwest Mis-

souri. Indeed, I feel that we should declare that victory was ours in every

Conference Society and wherever we trusted our divine Leader and obeyed

our marching orders. The work is the Lord's, he is our Source of supplies

as to wisdom, strength, and courage, and his are the souls of all those we
would help to save. We should listen for his voice, heed only his orders.

" Go forward !" may always be heard above the din of earth's noises, if we
are eager to hear. for the spirit that animated the mighty Paul, who
counted no labor, no trial, no self-sacrifice, if only he might win souls for

Christ! Our God is as able, as willing, to carry us to victory as he was to

accompany Paul and Barnabas over rough seas and arid plains, and through

countries infested by ferocious beasts and more ferocious men. We have
difficulties to face, obstacles to overcome, but the strong right arm of power

is always ours, and assurance, not discouragcmrnt, should fill our hearts.

We must bear in mind the good tiiat comes to our own souls in every

effort made, honestly and sincerely made, to save others. The enterprise

has already developed thousands of women in our home Church into intel-

ligent Christian workers. This fact should encourage every woman not

already enlisted in our ranks to unite with us. Increase of members should

be the burden of our prayers and the great object of our efforts the coming
year.
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Many of the Secretaries, in writing about the difficulties of meeting

their pledges last year, said: " I find it much easier to get our part of the

money than our part of the n.embers." But difficulties will be overcome

if we look to our Leader, and go to our sisters with hearts overflowing with

love for them as well as for the cause. I do not know the best means to

use, the best human agency to secure new members, but I am sure that pro-

found faith in the righteousness of the cause, and a heart animated by the

Spirit of God, is an almost resistless force, and few women will repel a sin-

cere well-wisher when the appeal is made in Christ's name.

By the action of the Local Board in January last, I was commissioned to

represent our Board in the Congress of Women's Boards of the United

States and Canada, which met in the Presbyterian House in New York
City January 15. This convention, jilanned somewhat after the confer-

ence of the men's boards of Foreign ^Missions, will help to solve many
problems in the field among missionaries, and secure comity both at home
and abroad. All are subjects of a Divine Master, who aims to bring the

world to him; and whatever will bring about and continue good fellowship

is valuable.

The proceedings of the conference w^ere laid before the Local Board on

my retuin, and sent to the members of this Board. I hope it may be

your judgment to appoint a representative to the next annual session, which
meets in the Methodist Episcopal House in New York. In addition to the

harmony to be gained, such conference will secure a more intelligent out-

look of the countries of the world, better methods of work, and greater

economy in the disbursement of funds and the location of missionaries.

Two days are to be devoted to the next conference, one of which is, by special

invitation, to be held in connection with the men's boards. I am satisfied

that the money and time necessary for attending this meeting will bring

rich results because of the influence going out to each Woman's Board rep-

resented.

Soon after the adjournment last June it seemed necessary for me to

visit our Mexican Missions. By far the largest appropriations of our

funds have been given to these mission schools, and we have the right to

expect from them the largest returns. I found the work well systematized

and faithfully and conscientiously executed. Entering the republic at La-

redo, I had the pleasure of noting the school work at Laredo Seminary. I

observed the fine management of the children, the efficiency of the teach-

ers, and the consecration and devotion of the missionaries. The money
appropriated had been economically expended, and the amount at the dis-

posal of those in charge had been judiciously distributed. What is true of

Laredo in this respect is true of all the other stations where the Woman's
Board has opened work. Much commendation is due the skill and taste

of those who had the planning of our schools and made the outlay of the

funds. Laredo, Saltillo, San Luis Potosi, Guadalajara, Durango, and Chi-
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convenient by the purchase of a house adjoining; that would give more
room to the boys, since boys and girls are kept apart, according to the Mex-
ican ideas of propriety. The regularity, as well as convenience, of MacDonell

Institute calls for a Hinall piece of ground adjoining; but the school is being

successfully conducted without it, so no money is asked for it now. Too
many open doors invite us into the republic to spend unnecessary funds any-

where. Besides, it is time to exjject something more in the way of self-

support. In giving them an open Bible, manhood, independence, and self-

reliance go with it, and should be emphasized. Christian character should

be developed, and unwise measures should not be adopted that will tend to

suppress healthful growth
;
people should be helped to help themselves.

Mexico of to-day is a different country from what it was twenty-five years

ago. The wisdom that resolved upon giving the people religious toleration

and free education is to be commended; but toleration really means athe-

ism, and free education means lack of the liberty of all freedom in Christ.

Mexico needs Christ as much now, when distracted between dark Roman-
ism on one hand and deadly agnosticism on the other, as ever in its his-

tory. Missionaries realize the changed conditions, and are anxious to adopt

some means of securing the young people, who are not now as eager to

learn English as they are to master their own tongue, and of course there

is not the same incentive to enter our missions as formerly. First-class in-

struction must be provided in Spanish as well as in English. Besides the

free tuition offered by the government schools, the normal department is

very attractive, and graduates are provided with diplomas, having the gov-

ernor's endorsement, which entitle the holders to positions as teachers,

and only those having these certificates are eligible to such positions.

In view of the changed conditions, the missionaries have looked about

for counteracting influences, and some have thought our buildings might be

offered as good homes for these normal students, hoping that the Christian

atmosphere about them, when out of school, would be sufficient to over-

come Romanism and atheism. This matter calls for your thoughtful and
prayerful attention. If we turn our schools into boarding-houses, with

provisions for only a few destitute children, not provided with suitable

clothing for the public schools, and devote time and funds to day-schools,

it seems to me it would be wiser to withdraw our missionaries, and put in

charge of our homes Christian matrons, able to superintend, at suialler sal-

aries.

Specials.—As our work grows, many important questions are constantly

arising which demand careful legislation. At the conference of Woman's
Boards of Foreign Missions last winter, I noted, in the discussions on specials,

that all the Boards were much concerned on the subject, and anxious to pro-

tect the general fund upon which the successful prosecution of the work
depends, and at the same time encourage societies and individuals in the

valuable work being done as special*. No conclusions were reached, as far

as I could see, that divested the matter of its perplexing features. Is it pos-

sible to fix upon a plan at this meeting that will secure the largest returns,

and at the same time rid the question of confusion and perplexity? The
general fund supports the life of the various missions, and its value to the



>^

NINETEENTH ANNUAL MEETING. 85'

cause is incalculable. Some of our societies have made tlie mistake of sup-

posing that chies only constitute the general fund, and collections made by
them after dues are sent in can be disposed of as they please, /jit nmst be

kept in mind that all mite-box collections, life-membership, honorary life-

membership, and life-patron fees, as well as thank-ofl'erings during the

Week of Prayer, are to be used to increase the general fund.iJfMite-boxes

are furnished by the Board, free of cost, for this purpose. The mite-box in

the home, in the hands of every member of the organization, on the office

desk, and wherever it can be safely placed, is a quiet reminder of our obli-

gations to send the gospel abroad. Its use makes giving easy. Dropping

in pennies, when one gets them in change, in a few months will make dol-

lars. Mite-boxes given out by the President of an auxiliary, about six

months previous to the Week of Prayer last November, lesulted well. At
the opening over $70 was counted out, over thirteen hundred pennies being

found in the collection ! While our Constitution regards our Correspond-

ing Secretaries as the most responsible officers of the organization, there

can be no great success looked for in any auxiliary unless there is a wide-

awake President whose heart prompts her to make the monthly, district,

and annual meetings interesting and instructive. The same interest and
effort should be expected of the Recording Secretaries and Treasurers. The
time has passed when the membership is satisfied with indifferent, badly

trained, ignorant officers. Tlie enterprise has in itself, during nineteen

years of history, developed many thousands of women into intelligent

Christian workers. I have visited during the year two district and two
annual meetings and fifteen auxiliaries. In all of these I found holy wom-
en full of zeal and intelligence, conducting the business " with a mind to the

work," and an "eye to the glory of God." Business methods are essential

to success, and as this fact is more fully realized, the societies more and
more become the strong foundation-stones upon which the whole structure

of the Woman's Board rests.

Another essential of vigorous growth is literature, well-written literature,

on the subject of Foreign Missions, and large quantities of it, within easy

reach of all the' women of our Church. Good missionary literature is now
so cheap that there is no excuse for its lack of circulation. The members
of our organization are becoming more and more a reading people, too, and
it is hoped that the good work will go on until every foreign missionary

society has a library, and the organs of the Woman's Board, the Woman's
Missionary Advocate and the Little Worker, become self-supporting.

The Woman's Missionary Advocate should have a subscription-list of 20,000,

and very easily could these figures be reached if every woman who reads

it would secure one or more subscribers. Some months the subscriptions

are so few that not enough money comes in to buy the ink for the printing.

Let every member of this body take the care of this periodical upon her

heart, and resolve that she will, by direct personal effort, not only secure

new subscribers, but see that old ones renew promptly. It is not always

in accord with one's feelings to beg for money or for subscribers, but there

is a blessing in it if done for Christ's sake.

Let me urge upon you the same care and effort in behalf of the Little
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Worker. Both are valuable, both necessary in the prosecution of the work,

both contain important information from the foreign field, with bright,

cheery notes from the societies at home. The subscription is very little:

50 cents for the Woman^s Missionary Advocate, and 25 cents for the Little Work-

er. There should be no need of supplementing the cost of either by ad-

vertisements. Our children certainly are not interested in such things, and
the space intended for reading-matter for them should be used for that

purpose.

I commend to your special care the juveniles and young people of our

societies. Do not, I pray you, transfer your interest in these, who one day
must take your places, to any one. Each Conference Secretary should, no

matter how much labor it costs her, have the general supervision of the

children. Each Conference Society may have a special superintendent of

the juveniles, but the Conference Secretary should keep herself in touch,

close touch, with these superintendents. Surely our Woman's Board does

not desire our young people to grow up into a distinct body, divorced from

the organization to whose fostering care they were committed. ^Now that

the Board has appropriated funds for the purpose of stimulating the chil-

dren in getting the Little Worker more generally circulated, that fund need

not continue, as the value of the paper is fully recognized. ^ Undue stress

should not be placed upon premiums and prizes in educating our children

to do God's work. The heart of a child is easily touched by the sufferings

of other children, and more easily touched by the love of Christ. Parents

have realized the pernicious effects of enforcing obedience by paying the

child for it, and obedience to the divine Christ would surely not be accept-

able to him when thus induced. Do not neglect the children, gather them
into juvenile societies, i^repare them for young people's societies, that,,

after a while, our adult auxiliaries may be filled with zealous, consecrated

women, with the Christian culture necessary for wise plans, and the spirit-

ual power necessary to carry them out. Would it not be well to find out,

through auxiliary Corresponding Secretaries, how many women in the aux-

iliaries are able to subscribe for the Woman's Missionary Advocate, and then

get their names and post-offices, and write to them—not a postal, but a

letter, setting forth the information and enthusiasm to be gained by hav-

ing such a paper in the house? Suppose all the managers of the Board

were to include this plan in their efforts to advance work. One manager

does, I know.

On page 116, Eighteenth Annual Report, Item 3 of Report of Committee

on Memorials, in regard to Dr. W. R. Lambuth's communication on a wider

circulation of missionary literature, a committee was appointed by the Chair

to consult with Dr. Lambuth. This committee, owing to the sickness of

one member, and other causes, failed to meet; hence no action was taken.

I consulted Dr. W. R. Lambuth several times on the subject, but his arduous

and unceasing labors prevented his giving the subject all the attention he

desired. Let me say here that the oflicers of the General Board have been

helpful in many ways to me in my efforts to promote the interests of the work
you placed in my hands. They have given timely aid, and given it in the-

Church at large, as well as to me personally as your Secretary. I hope iu
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the matter of missionary libraries the Woman's Board will persevere in

its eflbrts until a well-selected library of bright, inspiring, readable, cheap

books will find a place in every society.

The call for the Eighteenth Annual Report exceeded the supply. We need

a. larger supply than we had last year, and by all means should have it. The
call for leaflets is not in the least abated, and less than the number printed

last year will damage the work. We are under obligations to Mrs. R. R.

Parker, a noble Christian woman of the Mississippi Conference Society, for

a very attractive juvenile missionary entertainment which has given satis-

faction wherever used. The literary work was not only done by her, but

the sheet was printed at her expense, and the small fee charged, ten cents a

dozen, was to reimburse her for the expense of printing.

The revival of interest in day-schools, scholarships, and Bible women,
brought about by Miss Haygood's personal appeals during her stay at home,

has grown and spread under Mrs. J. P. Campbell. There are now twenty

Bible women supported by special contributions in China, and four in

Mexico. These are specials authorized by the Board, and grand results at-

tend the work; but I must again urge upon this Board the claims of our

general fund. Is it not possible in the present year for every society, in ad-

dition to its dues and specials, scholarships, day-schools, or Bible women, to

pledge one life-membership? How easily could the funds we need for ex-

tension be raised, if such a plan could be carried out! I hope it will be

tried.

Arrangements have been perfected by which those supporting scholar-

ships, day-schools, or Bible women may come in direct touch with their ben-

eficiaries. The missionary in charge of such objects communicates with the

individual or the society supporting these specials as often as once a quar-

ter, if the request is made and the proper address given.

On page 92, Eighteenth Annual Report, Item 7, in regard to the examina-

tion of the records of auxiliaries and district meetings, may I ask how many
of our Conference Secretaries have enforced this law ? This enforcement of

the measure would lead to more perfect accuracy in quarterly and annual

reports.

The question of outfit for missionaries going to the foreign field was also

discussed at the Conference of Women's Boards, to which I have alluded.

Some years ago, when ocean travel required months, and clothing of all

kinds had to be bought at home, because of the enormous prices abroad, and
beds and bedding had to be supplied by the missionary, an expensive outfit

had to be appropriated. Going to China in those days took six months;

going out now, one. Foreign goods and foreign provisions are also clieaper,

and $200 for an outfit is unnecessary. The travel to Brazil takes about as

much time, and is as comfortably made. To Mexico, much nearer home,

much less is needed to supply those we send out as our representatives

there, especially as every station now occupied has a comfortable home for

them, and there is no rent to pay. '

|

\ I would like again to call attention to the time our missionaries shall give

to the study of the language, when they enter upon work in the foreign

field. Am I correct in thinking the salary for the first year was decreased
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for the purpose of giving time to preparation ? Is it not understood that the

increase in salary is in consequence of that preparation, when the mission-

ary is more valuable to the work? If the time of preparation is used in

housekeeping, cooking, and sewing, and little or no progress made in the

acquisition of the language, should the increase in salary be expected? >^\

Again, when our missionaries go out as teachers, can they elect to do other

work and decline to do teaching? Our representatives are emphatically

teachers of the Word, as well as teachers of science and literature. If mis-

sionaries prefer to do house-to-house work, become Bible,;women, and discon-

tinue school work altogether, should they receive the same salaries as those

equipped for school work, who do house-to-house visiting, etc.? We dis-

criminate at home in the employment of the best talent and in that not so

good. I deprecate the fact that any of the women we send to the field

should feel obliged to do work that many uneducatedjor not fully prei^ared

in educational lines would be glad to do for them. Housekeeping and cook-

ing are not specially helpful in studying, and rather depressing to the spirit,

and often detrimental to health, to say nothing of the influence such occu-

pations may have upon the people we would win for the gospel. The lives

of our missionaries are valuable—too precious, indeed, for the Board to leave

any means untried that would maintain them in health and secure life. In-

structions should be repeated, should he emphasized in all these matters.

The Week of Prayer and Thanksgiving is another indispensable means
of advancing the enterprise we have projected. November, including the

national Thanksgiving Day, is the fixed time, and no other suits the conve-

nience of the large majority. There is something inspiring in the thought

that, while we are praying for God's blessing upon the w^ork and workers,

while we are studying the needs and conditions of the field, thousands are

doing the same thing at the same time. The Editor of Leaflets was happy
in the program and selections made for us last year, and will, I hope, be in-

trusted with the preparation for the coming special season of prayer and
thanksgiving.

Public Meetings.—I wish I could impress their value upon every society.

I hope the Conference Secretaries, as well as the District Secretaries, will in-

sist upon a public meeting in every society once a year, at least. These

meetings are not intended to minif}' personal private effort, but are invalu-

able as a means of acquainting the great congregation with our work, as well

as of adding to the membership, of calling for new subscribers to the organs

of the Board, and securing life-members.

An organizer and visitor, as I have said before, is almost indispensable

in adding to the membership'of auxiliaries and in organizing new societies.

If the Conference and District Secretaries could do this work themselves, it

would greatly lessen expense, and enable them, by personal contact, to do

great good. Let these officers see to it that at least twice a year the socie-

ties are visited. When circumstances render it impossible for the District

Secretaries to go, a suitable substitute should be sent.

By the appointment of the Board at the last session, Mrs. C. Price Brown,

Secretary of the Los Angeles Conference Society, was authorized by the

Board to visit the societies on the coast. Sickness prevented Mrs. Brown
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from doing anything until this spring, but, in company with Mrs. Camp-
bell, she is about the work now. Mrs. Brown reports as follows: "Mrs.

Campbell and I left Los Angeles on tlie 21st of last month to make a tour of

the Pacific Coast in the interest of our work. Before that time, we had, to-

gether, gone over the most of the Los Angeles Conference. We did not go

as far as Arizona, for the reason we could not get reduction of rates, and
the trip was long. We have many promising charges in that district. Since

the 21st, we have visited most of the charges in this Conference, and at-

tended three District Conferences. We have organized only three new aux-

iliaries, and formed a nucleus of three more, and added new members to

the old Societies. Many of the pastors have promised to organize in their

charges. Only eighty or ninety new members have been enrolled altogether.

This seems only a little for all we have done, but we have talked and urged.

Mrs. Campbell has spoken in more than one place, and sometimes more than

once in the same place, and made most pathetic appeals, and the people have
been touched, many times to tears. In almost every place we have found

the young people ready to otfer themselves for the foreign work. We have
just attended a most enthusiastic state convention of the Epworth League.

Dr. S. A. Steel has been with them with inspiring effect. According to our

notions out here, he is indeed a leader for our young people. Yesterday

we were given the afternoon hour. The people were very much aroused;

preachers and people pledged themselves to work and pray, as never be-

fore, for Missions and missionaries. The annual meeting of the Woman's
Foreign Missionary Society of the Pacific Coast Conference will be held

this week in San Francisco, beginning Wednesday evening. We will attend

that before going back to Los Angeles. There are several places we wish

to visit on our homeward journey. The Los Angeles Conference will not

be held until the last of June. Neither of the Conferences will be able to

send a delegate to the Board meeting. I will send a list of new organiza-

tions. I do pray that God will wonderfully bless your gathering together

in annual session."

Mrs. J. P. Campbell, by request of the Woman's Board, remained in the

home land during the year, visiting from Conference Society to Conference

Society, creating missionary enthusiasm and enlivening auxiliaries every-

where. Much good has been accomplished, and her successful labors call

for grateful recognition. She hopes to enter upon her chosen work in China

in a few months, and many prayers for her and her work will accompany
her.

Extension of Work.—An effort should be made to have a Conference So-

ciety in every Conference. We have only thirty-four now, the Columbia
and Denver Conferences having ceased to report several years ago. In each

of the thirty-four Conference Societies now at work there are quite a num-
ber of preaching-places, circuits, and stations without auxiliaries, and in ev-

ery place where auxiliaries are alive and at work are many women of the

Church who have not even been asked to unite. Urge upon these the ne-

cessity of being identified with every enterprise of the Church, and espe-

cially this, so necessary to Christian life and growth. One lady, in four

months' time, this year, added thirty-four members to her auxiliary!
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for more like this good woman, willing to do and suffer for Clirist's sake!

Extension at home means extension abroad.Z/For nearly a score of years

the Woman's Board has been operating in China, Brazil, Mexico, and
Indian Territory, and, from time to time, cautiously extending in these

countries. In China, last year. Sung Kiang was included in the work of the

Shanghai District. At this time comes the opportunity of entering the City

of Mexico. At the last meeting of the General Board of Missions the fol-

lowing resolution was carried

:

''Resolved, That these Secretaries be authorized to tender the day-school

in the City of Mexico, which has been carried on for nearly twenty-three

years, to the Woman's Board of Foreign Missions, provided the work so

long supported by individual contributions be continued on such basis as to

insure an opportunity for Mexican children to receive instruction.

E. E. Hoss,

R. K. Hargrove."

From the Secretaries, Dr. H. C. Morrison and Dr. W. R. Larabuth, the ac-

companying note:

"In behalf of the Board, we have the honor of tendering to the Woman's
Board of Foreign Missions, the day-school mentioned in the resolution,

and sincerely hope that it may be possible for your Society to take up the

work, and, enlarging it in the near future, add to the working force you

have already so wisely and admirably thrown into the republic of Mexico."

I think the Board can accept this trust without mucli expense. If the

Mexican teacher now in charge will remain in the school—and I think she

• will—and one of our experienced missionaries, already in the field, can be

transferred to the City of Mexico, I believe the school will advance rapidly.

/' As you know, the Davidson Memorial Bible College has been opened un-

. der most favorable auspices. The hopes of many years have been fulfilled,

and the promise of great good to our China Mission is strong. The building

and furnishing, except the chapel organ, a gift from Mrs. Gaither, who has

the oversight of the Soochow Bible Women, were paid for out of the Memo-
rial Fund, and a small balance remains/^ What disposition should be made
of this balance? Shall it be kept in China for enlarging the college? Very

probably such enlargement may be necessary before long.

// The following plan in regard to the McGavock Memorial comes from Miss

Haygood, who writes :
" Our present building at McTyeire Home and School

was so placed as to admit of another building, or of extension of the one al-

ready in use. Knowing that our sisters at home had it in heart and mind to

build in Cliina a memorial to dear Mrs. McGavock, again and again has the

thought come to me that a building to be known as the McGavock Memorial

Hall might be erected in the same compound with McTyeire Home and

School." Miss Haygood's letter goes into very interesting details which ex-

plain more fully the thought and wish of her heart. Besides the diamonds

and other gifts toward the McGavock Memorial, several hundred dollars

has been contributed during the year. I hope this matter will be consid-

ered at this session. I

j

For some years our societies have been eager to enter other countries.

Japan has been an object of great interest, and some steps toward entering
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that country were taken at the last session of the Board, as the following

resolution on page 115, Eighteenth Annual Report, shows:

"Besolved, That this Board can not now undertake mission work in Ja-

pan, but being most anxious to enter so interesting a field at as early a date

as possible, we ask that a committee of three—Mrs. Cunnyngham, Mrs.

McTyeire, and the Foreign Secretary—after conferring with our Advisory

Committee of the General Board, present to this Board at the next annual

session the result of said conference in regard to the cost of the work and

the management of the same."

The committee met, and, after carefully considering the situation, and the

fact that woman's work under the supervision of our Church has already

opened up several schools and employed several missionaries, the following

report was adopted

:

" With the light now before us, we, the members of the Advisory Com-
mittee on Woman's Department of Foreign Mission Work, do not see our

way clear to advise the Woman's Board to enterprise work in Japan at this

time. A. W. Wilson,

H. C. Morrison."

Since our last Annual Meeting the General Board has opened work in Ko-

rea and placed Dr. C. F. Reid in charge. Brother Reid was one of the most
helpful missionaries our China workei'S ever had; and, as you know, has

urged us to open work in Seoul, promising to help us all he can. Mr. CoU-

yer is also there ; and his wife, formerly one of our missionaries, would hail

with much pleasure our entering Korea, as would Sister Reid. Are we able

to go up and occupy the land? We must move cautiously, and not neglect

the work projected ; but, after nursing some of our stations eighteen years,

are they not ready to begin to help themselves more than formerly? All

Women's Boards have been moving forward, entering new fields, and the

time has come when those in our home Church— the bone and sinew of the

organization—demand some aggressive movement.
These suggestions are all, as I conceive, means toward the accomplish-

ment of work we have in hand, the salvation of the world.

Among the potent agencies at work in our organization I must not omit

to mention our Scarritt Bible and Training School. The training secured

by our missionaries in that institution compares favorably with that given

in schools of this kind of longer standing. In all our plans for the better

prosecution of the work, this school should largely enter.

To double the membership is essential to our prosperity the coming
year. A new life-member in every society, besides the dues and contingent

fund, would add materially to our resources.

At tlie last Annual Meeting 34 Conference Societies were reported, 270

districts, 3,417 auxiliaries, and 71,470 members. As is seen, the one hundred
thousand members have not been secured this year, as so many names of

non-paying members had to be dropped; still there are 214 new auxiliaries

this year, 2,347 new members, making on the roll at present 34 Conference

Societies, 270 districts, 3,631 auxiliaries, and 73,817 members. We have

cause of encouragement. Will the Board not prayerfully resolve to increase

the membership 26,183 this coming year? This will give the one hundred.
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thousand necessary to a greater forward movement, and give comparatively

little for each Conference Society to do. If each district would pledge one
hundred new members, and suffer no losses, the work would be done.

Office expenses, when compared with other organizations, are very little.

In conducting the correspondence, visiting mission stations^ and advancing

the affairs of the foreign office, the following statement will show tlie ex-

penditure :

Correspondence, box-rent, stamps, etc $ 25 50

Telegrams 15 90

Travel to Mexican Mission Stations 134 25

To meet Women's Boards in New York 75 00

Printing estimates 16 50—$267 15

To balance. $ 17 15

Eeceived 250 00—1267 15

Repokt of Mrs. J. D. Hamilton, from April, 1896, to April, 1897.

Mite-boxes 9,080

Life-membershij) certificates 104

Honorable life-membership certificates 5

Honorary life-patron certificates 2

Number of Treasurer's books sold 57

Amount for Treasurer's books $28 40

Bonus on " Christian Womanhood" 50

This amount was turned over to the General Treasurer.

Expenses of Little Worker.

Salary of Editor, June 1 $ 750 00

Salary of mail agent, June 1 100 00

Expenses of Little Worker, June 1 295 64

Expenses of Little Workerh Special, June 1 272 66

Printing paid 1,539 45—$2,957 75

Receipts from subscriptions to May 1 1,725 90

Cost over receipts $1,231 85

Expenses of Office of Home Affairs.

Amount paid Mrs. J. D. Hamilton for sending out mite-

boxes, life-membership certificates, etc., from April 1,

1896, to May 20, 1897 $ 97 25

Stationery, postage, express, etc 95 00

Desk chair 6 00

Travel to Board meeting 10 00—$208 25

Received 250 00

Balance $ 41 75

The need of maps in our Annual Report seems quite necessary. I would be

glad to insert in the Nineteenth Annual Report two maps sent from China

and one from the Brazil Mission: Soochow and Shanghai, from China;
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and Rio, from Brazil. I do not think the cost will be great—not over $50

or $75.

Our Annual Report should be attractive in its dress. I think the printing

and binding exceptionally fine. It needs only maps to make it complete.

Our work is wonderful, in its present extent, when all circumstances are

considered. The promise in all our fields is inspiring. How good our God
is, who has opened up for the women of the Church such an opport iiiity as

we now have of growing in intelligence, in spiritual power, and, what is

equally as grand, of extending Christ's kingdom and saving souls! With
the angelic hosts, who brought good tidings to the shepherds, we should

say: "Glory to God in the highest, and peace among men, in whom He is

well pleased."

Mrs. Park moved that this report be considered by items. Car-

ried.

Item 1. Self-support.

Item 2. Using our Mission Homes and Schools in Mexico as

Boarding-Houses for Students of the Government Normal Schools.

Both items were referred to Committee on Extension.

Item 3. Specials. Laid on the table.

Item 4. Literature. Referred to Committee on Publication.

Item 5. The Management of the Children in Our Conference So-

cieties. On motion of Mrs. Swindell, this item was referred to a

special committee to be appointed by the President.

Item 6. Conference with Parent Board, Looking to a Larger Cir-

culation of Our Missionary Literature. On motion of Mrs. Swindell,

this item was referred to a committee, to be composed of our Nash-

ville members, hereafter appointed by the President.

Item 7. Increase in Number of Our Annual Reports. Referred

to Committee on Publication.

Item 8. Inspection of District Secretaries' Books at Annual

Meetings, and of Auxiliary Secretaries and Treasurers' Books at

District Meetings. Mrs Neill asked if the Board could not provide

blank report-books for these officers, and thus secure better book-

keeping. Miss Gibson informed the Board that the Southwest Mis-

souri Conference had sent specimen copies of such books to this

meeting, to be laid before the Committee on Publication. After

some discussion, this item was referred to Committee on Publica-

tion.

Item 9. Outfit of Missionaries. Referred to Committee on Ex-

tension.

Item 10. Study of the Language by Our Missionaries. Referred

to Committee on Extension.
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Item 11. Special Work Required of Our Missionaries. Referred

ito Committee on Extension.

Item 12. (a) Time for Week of Prayer. (6) Editor of Leaflets

to Have Program in Charge. Decided: the time shall include

Thanksgiving Day, and the Editor of Leaflets shall prepare the

program.

Item 13. Public Meetings. Mrs. Harris moved that the auxilia-

ries be urged to hold public meetings at least once a year. Car-

ried.

Item 14. Organizers and visitors. This item was adopted after

the words "all expenses to be met from the contingent fund" were

expunged.

On motion of Miss Gibson, the remaining items of this report

were referred to their proper committees.

Dr. Gilby Kelly extended an invitation to the members of the

Board and visitors to take a trolley ride to East Lake, in the after-

noon, from four to six o'clock. Accepted, with thanks.

Mrs. Brandon, on behalf of the First Church Auxiliary, invited

the Board and visitors to take a trip to Ensley, on Thursday morn-

ing. The invitation was received with thanks, but the question of

its acceptance postponed for a later date.

The hour for devotions having arrived, Miss Gibson took charge,

and Hymn 180 was sung. Miss Gibson's subject was "Power,"

and her Scripture reading consisted of a number of passages from

the Old and New Testaments, containing promises of power from

above for God's people: power to lead a holy life, power to under-

take anything for God, power to prevail with God, power to pre-

vail with men. Triumphant Christian lives are demonstrations of

God's power. Her talk was inspiring and instructive throughout,

and many hearts were uplifted and made to realize the possibili-

ties that lay out before them. After quite a number of voluntaiy

prayers, the morning session was adjourned.

MORNING SESSION.

The Woman's Board of Foreign Missions met for the second

business session in the lecture-room of First Church, Monday, June

7, at 9 A.M. Mrs. Dowdell led the devotional exercises, reading as

the morning lesson Malachi iii. 16, 17 and Acts i. 8. After speaking

of the great value of Christian testimony, God's appreciation of it,

and Christ's command to his disciples to witness for him, she called

for experiences from those who, through lack of time, had failed to
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testify on Friday night. As many responded as the time would

allow, testifying to increased love for Christ, larger measures of di-

vine grace, and greater eagerness to labor for the spread of the

Master's kingdom. After fervent prayer by Mrs. Dowdell, the

business of the day was taken up.

The minutes of Saturday's session were read and approved. Misses

Nina Hood and Eva Downey were introduced as pages for the day.

Dr. Newman came forward and presented, in happiest language, a

gavel of Alabama wood, made by a student of the A. and M. Col-

lege, Auburn, Ala., and given to the Board by Prof. Charles Eoss,

of that institution. Mrs. Wightman returned thanks, on behalf of

the Board, most pleasantly.

Miss Alice Waters, of China, Miss Lula Eoss, of Brazil, and Miss

Hardynia Norville, of Mexico, missionaries at home on leave of

absence, were presented to the Board.

The following committees, appointed by the President, were an-

nounced: On the Management of the Children in Our Confei'ence

Societies: Mrs. F. D. Swindell, Chairman; Mrs. Musick, Mrs. Wat-

son, Mrs. Munger. For Conference with Parent Board on Mission-

ary Literature: Mrs. Trueheart, Mrs. Sowell.

Mrs. Trueheart read the minutes of the meetings of the Local

Board, which, after some discussion and explanation, were adopted.

Minutes of Meetings of the Local Board.

The first meeting of the Local Board, after last annual session,

was held in the Secretary's office June 30, 1896; Mrs. W. G. E. Cun-

nyngham. Chairman. Mrs. Campbell, who was passing through the

city at the time, called, and gave great pleasure by her unexpected

visit. The request of Miss Barr, a student in the Scarritt Bible and

Training School, to rest a year from her studies was granted, as

Miss Barr's physical condition precludes the hope of her ever being

well enough for foreign work. The application of Miss Lilj^ Strad-

ley, of Texas, for work in the foreign field, which had been re-

ferred by the Board in annual session to this Board, was considered.

As her papers were exceptionally fine, she was accepted and

recommended for Brazil.

At the next meeting, held July 10, the papers of Miss Nora
Smith, of Alabama, were laid before the Board. Owing to the late

date and the impossibility of accepting any one, without the three

-months' notice, and the fact that a teacher was greatly needed in
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Brazil, Miss Smith was accepted as a missionary teacher, to accom-

pany the missionaries who were ready to leave, and her papers re-

ferred to the Annual Board.

At the third meeting the Local Board, finding that $600 appro-

priated to San Luis Potosi, Mexico, was not needed, and the mission

at Gruadalajara suffering for the sum of $600 to meet back taxes on

the school purchase, this sum was ordered paid to meet the taxes at

Guadalajara. The removal of Miss Cervantes from Durango to

Laredo being attended by some expense, the Board directed that

the amount be paid out of the contingent fund.

At the fourth meeting Mrs. John was called to the Chair, and

Mrs. J. D. Hamilton, as before, was placed at the Recording Secre-

tary's desk. The matter of being represented at the Woman's
Congress, at the Tennessee Centennial Exposition, May 1, 1897,

was considered, and Mrs. H. N. McTyeire appointed to confer with

the chairman of the Congress in regard to the best way to present

our work on that occasion. The papers of Miss Annie Churchill,

a teacher in our mission school at Chihuahua for several years

past, met with a favorable hearing, While the testimonials of

Miss Churchill were very good, the Executive Committee of the

Conference Society had not forwarded the necessary endorsement,

so her application was referred to the Board, in annual session,

that the necessary papers might be then in hand.

On January 4, 1897, the Local Board, with Mrs. W. G, B. Cunnyng-

ham, Chairman, and Mrs. J. D. Hamilton, Secretary, considered a

communication from the New York Presbyterian Woman's Board

of Foreign Missions, in reference to our Board being represented at

the proposed Conference of Women's Boards of Foreign Missions, of

the United States and Canada, to meet January 15. It was thought

best to have our work represented, and Mrs. S. C. Trueheart, Secre-

tary, was appointed delegate.

Mrs. McTyeii-e reported in regard to the Board being represented

at the Tennessee Centennial; but as nothing satisfactory on the

subject could be learned, the question was dismissed.

March 25 the Board was called to take action on the death of

Rev. Dr. I. G. John, former Secretary of the General Board, and

the husband of our sister, Mrs. John, one of the managers of the

Board. The following expressions were fully endorsed:

To those interested in missionary work it would seem that a man so fall

of the spirit of Christ as was Dr. I. G. John could not be spared from the

Church. So many bearing the name of Christ either oppose Missions or
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are wholly indifferent to the claims of millions whose redemption has been

purchased by His blood, that when one like Dr. John is found, one who
from early youth was so full of holy zeal, so saturated with the Christ spirit,

that he never counted life dear if, by sacrifice of home, of comfort, of

strength, he could promote the interests of the Master's kingdom, it is nat-

ural to wish he could live on indefinitely, lending his example and influ-

ence to the work which is to be tlie test of fidelity in that great day.

Gentle as the "beloved disciple" in all the ordinary intercourse of life,

he was bold and brave in the battle for the right. Where his personal in-

tensts alone were involved he could gracefully submit instead of strive; but

if such submission meant damage to the work committed to him by the

Church, he was firm as a rock in demanding and maintaining thefe rights.

He was every inch a man.

Such was the estimate of this brother by the Woman's Board of Foreign

Missions when they heard with sadness the announcement that he had
ceased to labor on eartli, and had entered into rest.

The Board would hereby express their high appreciation of his sympa-
thy with their work in all its departments, of his kind and courteous con-

sideration for them when perplexed by problems difficult to solve; of his

readiness to aid by word and pen the cause represented by this body.

To his beloved companion and children they extend loving sympathy in

this hour of sorrow. He will be sadly missed in the home made so beauti-

ful by his presence and influence. It will require time and grace to ad-

just themselves to the changes made by his removal. May the Comforter

abide in the household, bringing all into such close communion with Christ

and heaven that they will realize how thin the veil that separates them from

him who has gone before! Mrs. W. G. E. Cunnyngham, Chairman;

Mrs. S. C. Trueheart,

Mrs. J. D. Hamilton,

Mrs. H. N. McTyeire.

The wail of the mother heart touched the tender chord of sympa-

thy in the bosom of every member of the Board, and the following

was unanimously passed:

Resolved, That the members of the Woman's Board of Foreign Missions

hear with sorrow that our dear sister and coworker, Mrs. E. E. Dowdell, has

been called to pass under the rod, and now weeps over the new-made grave

of her first-born son, who, by the unanimous testimony of those knowing
him best, possessed such noble, manly virtues, such lovable, amiable quali-

ties, as endeared him to a large circle of admiring friends. If he was all that

to friends, he was much more to home and family. Theirs is no common
loss.

The Board rejoices to know that, though this dear friend " walks in the

shadows and can not make him dead," her faith fails not, but lays hold of

the exceeding great and precions promises of God's Word; that she is sus-

tained, and is expecting to be comforted in God's own time, knowing that

the Heavenly Father is tender, pitiful, and patient. As the suffering

7
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abounds in these stricken hearts, so may the consecration abound by Christ.

And may the God of all grace, who hatli called them unto his eternal glory

by Christ Jesus, after that they have suffered a while, make them perfect,

establish, strengthen, settle them!

Mrs. W. G. E. Cunnyngham, Chairman;
And Members of the Local Board.

CJpon application Miss Elerding was granted leave to come home
for a rest; and Miss Littlejohn, on account of feeble health, sent in

her resignation, which was accepted.

On May 17 an application, through Miss Haygood, for a home
rest for Miss Steger was considered and granted, the time of coming

being left with Miss Steger. Miss Dorsey, of the Central Mexico

Mission, was also granted leave for a year's rest, and the time of

coming left with herself.

A letter from Miss Barnes, editor of our Little Worker, was also

laid before the Board and carefully considered, then referred to this

Board in annual session.

A letter from Miss Lelia Robei'ts, of Saltillo, asked for a health-

rest; which was granted, and Miss Churchill requested to go to

Saltillo to assist Miss Case to the end of the session. It was

ordered that the travel to Saltillo, and salary of Miss Churchill to

end of term, should be paid from the amount appropriated to Miss

Eoberts.

The action of the Advisory Committee of the Greneral Board,

which met with the committee appointed at the last Annual Meet-

ing of our Board to consider the question of opening work in Ja-

pan, after a full and careful examination of all the circumstances,

• was endorsed. The action was as follows:

With the light now before us, we, the members of the Advisory Commit-
tee on Woman's Department of Foreign Mission Work, do not see our way
clear to advise the Woman's Board to enterprise work in Japan at this time.

Bishop Wilson,

Dr. H. C. Morrison.

The Woman's Missionary Advocate being in debt to the Publish-

ing House $570 for printing, that amount was ordered paid from

the contingent fund.

/ The speed of travel having greatly increased, and conditions of

// commercial intercourse changed for the better, it was recommended

that the Board, in annual session, so change Article XII., page 142,

Eighteenth Annual Report, under " Requirements of Missionary

Candidates," as to read: "A sum suflScient to meet travel and out-

fit for necessary clothing, if the candidate is not already supplied,
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the amount varying according to distance and commercial relations

of the country." . X

Upon suggestion the President appointed an executive session of

the Board to be held Tuesday afternoon at two o'clock.

On motion of Mrs. Swindell, the unconsidered items of the

Home Secretarj^'s report, left over on Satui'day, were referred to

the Committee on Extension.

The report of the Agent for Woman's Missionary Advocate was

read by Mrs. Butler, editor, and referred to Committees on Publi-

cation and Finance.

Repoiit of Agent for Woman's Missionary Advocate.

Dr.

Balance on hand May 1, 1896 f 191 74

Amount received from subscriptions to May 1, 1897. . . . 4,829 68

Amount received from sale of maps 21 62

Amount received from advertisements 75 33—$5,118 37

Or.

By amount paid Publisning House $3,062 65

By amount paid Editor and Agent 1,200 00

By amount paid assistant j. 500 00

By amount of otftce expenses 284 57— 5,047 22

Balance on hand May 1, 1897 $ 7115
Mrs. F. a. Butler, Agent.

The report of the Agent for the Little Worker was read by Mrs.

Butler, and referred to the Committees on Finance and Publica-

tion.

Report of Agent for Little Worker.

Br.

Balance on hand May 1, 1896 $ 189 35

Amount received from May 1, 1896, to May 1, 1897 1,725 90—$1,915 25

Cr.

By amount paid Publishing House $1,539 45

By amount paid the Press Engraving Co 24 23

By amount paid for stamps, etc., in office 27 33— 1,591 01

Balance on hand May 1, 1897 $ 324 24

Lena Freeman, Agent.

The reports of T. B. Holt, Auditor of Accounts for Woman s Mis-

sionary Advocate and Little Worker., were read and approved. The

Secretary read the report of Thomas S. Weaver, auditor of Treas-

urer's books. This report was received, and the Treasurer's report

adopted.
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Mrs. A. W. Wilson presented the report of Editor of Leaflets.

Adopted.

Repokt of Editor of Leaflets.

Number of copies of leaflets issued from June, 1896, to June, 1897, 538,-

500. Number of pages of the same, 1,879,000. Cost of pubhshing and mail-

ing, $778.23. There were 37 leaflets issued—18 of two pages each, 11 of four

page.s each, 4 of six pages each, 4 of eight pages each.

Respectfully submitted, Mrs. A. W. Wilson.

Mi^s Gibson presented the following report of the Scarritt Bible

and Training School. Adopted.

Report of Board of Managers of Searritt Bible and Training School.

"There they dwelt witii the King for his work." Tliis text sums up in

few words the social and spiritual life of the Scurritt Bible and Ti'aining

School during the past year, and, as its work passes in review a deep sense

of gratitude to our King for his sustaining grace fills our minds, as the

Board of Managers present our fifth annual report to the Woman's Board

of Foreign Missions.

A record of the past, with its labors and changes, is best seen in the

fifth annual report of the Principal, an abstract of which we herewith pre-

sent for your consideration.

Fifth Annual Report of Principal.

At the close of each year, as we look backward to note the progress made,

the hosanna whicli was in our hearts at the dedication, in 1892, seeks to

find expie.-sion in praise to God ; so marvelous has been his loving-kindness

toward us. Tiie year just closing has had more marked contrasts, greater

sorrows and trials, than any that have preceded it; and yet we say :
" Bless-

ings have crowned the year."

Three days after my last annual report was made six students received

their well-earned diplomas. Three of these sailed for China and one for

Brazil in August, adding strength to our representatives in those lands.

Seven students remained in the sclioul during vacation, hence the largest

class in our history will be presented to you to-day for endorsement as grad-

uates.

In August the absent members of the Faculty returned, and prepared,

with faith and high expectations, for the opening of the fifth annual session

;

but we were to be taught of God one of the hardest lessons of our lives, ere

the opening day should come. After an illness of only two weeks, Miss

Elizabeth E. Holding, our loved Bible-teacher, died of typhoid fever, August

28, 1896. The record of those two weeks is written in fire on our inmost

hearts, too deep for tears or time to efiace. Love and skill fought hand to

hand with death for her precious life, but all in vain. The gate of heaven

was openeil for her, and she entered in, leaving her beautiful life as a rich

heritage to teachers and students. Our grief and our loss alike can neither

be measured nor expressed. Miss Holding's funeral services were held in
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Melrose Church, and she was laid to rest in Elmwood cemetery, a lot having

been purchased in that beautiful resting-place by the Executive Committee.

Bishop E. R. Hendrix, President of the Board of Manayern, preached her

funeral sermon. The church was adorned a^i tor her bridal, and filled with

sorrowing friends. Tributes to Miss Holding's memory were sent by the

Woman's Board of Foreign Missions, Epworth Leagues, and many local so-

cieties and friends. Most of these were gathered in a memorial volume of

the Evangel, published in October, 189(j; and five thousand copies were dis-

tributed.

Under the shadow of this great bereavement our fifth school year

opened. The political uncertainties of a presidential year disappointed our

hope for an increased enrollment. Thirty-seven students mairiculated, rep-

re-enting fourteen states. There were more boarding-pupils tlian in the

previous year. The falling off was in the day-pupils who came for Bible-

instruction alone, and who could not bring themselves to be instructed by an-

other teacher while her memory was so fresh in their hearts. AW the resi-

dent students in the Bible department were members of the M. E. Church,

Soutli, except two, one of whom is a Southern Presbyterian and the other a

member of the Society of Friends. Among tlie nurses and day-pupils the

Methodist Episcopal, Presbyterian, Episcopal, and Christian Ciiurches and

the Society of Friends are represented.

School opened Thursday, September 10. Four days later Miss Effie

Thomjison, a teacher of rare scholarship, began her work as teacher of the

Bible. Under her direction the work of the students has been tliorough and

of Iiigh order. Owing to the serious illness of Miss Thompson, one month
of instruction was given during Januarj' by Mi.ss Grace Adams, now Super-

intendent of the Deaconess Home in New York City; a month which

proved a benediction to the household. Early in April Miss Thompson
presented her resignation to the Executive Committee, which was accepted

April 2(), at which time Miss Tliompson returned to her home for recupera-

tion, and Rev. C. M. Bishop, pastor of Melrose Church, took charge of the

department until tlie close of school. He showed rare ability as a teacher,

and has our gratitude fir his timely assistance.

Despite these unavoidable changes, the work of tliis department has been

very successful, and the students, having received the benefit of instruction

from three cultured teachers, gained thereby in catholicity and breadth of

vision. The work in the other departments has progressed steadily without

material chancre. The ''household work" still remains the touchstone for

the test of character; but, in the main, these homely, every-day duties have

been done conscientiously and without complaint. Mrs. Marriott reports

the deparment in good condition.

There has been little change in the courseof study except that, by request

of the medical faculty, the nurses are now required to attend the entire

course of medical lectures, two years, being examined in the senior year. To
my mind, the cliange is a marked improvement. Our thanks are due these

busy physicians for their uniform kindness and courtesy to the students.

The Hospital Department has been in a flourishing condition. We have

fitted up six new rooms, temporarily, and they have been filled almost un-
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interrnptedly. There will soon be need for a new hospital. The report of

the Nurse-Training Department and Hospital is furnished by Miss Cash-

man, Superintendent of Nurses, as follows: "From May 15, 1890, to May 15,

1897, six probationers have been received into the school; four became reg-

ular members, one remained but one week, and one is still on probation.

Our class now numbers ten. Of these, five are seniors and five are juniors.

Our graduates this year are five in number. This swells the list of gradu-

ates from this department to thirteen. Of this number, two are married

;

the remainder doing private nursing, excepting two, who will not complete

their hospital service until September and October, of this year. As hereto-

fore, none except Christian nurses are admitted to the school; and of these

in training, six are INIethodists, one Presbyterian, two Episcopalians, and
one Christian. As noted, our number has increased from eight to ten

nurses. This is due to our increased capacity. I have attended the med-
ical lectures this year, and have required the nurses to write an abstract of

the lecture, which I have corrected, weekly. Aside from these, we have

had one practical lesson in ' bandaging,' also one in ' massage,' when one

of the Bible-students served as a subject, and the operator was a graduate in

massage, receiving her diploma in London. The examinations have been

very satisfactory, showing that the standard of scliolarshij) is higher.

There has also been an increased advantage in the training in practical

work, as the number of patients admitted is greater this year than last; the

number of operations performed being not only greater, but of a greater va-

riety. Since our last report we have had fifteen deaths, including our loved

teacher, Miss Holding. Of these, four were in the last stages of cancer, one

of consumption, two of typhoid fever—one only living a few hours after ad-

mittance. This brings our real death-rate down to nine, admitting, during

this time, two hundred and three patients, with one hundred and eighty

operations, ninety-eight of them being capital operations. The total re-

ceipts from the hospital fiom May 15, 1896, to May 15, 1897, were $8,083.54,

showing a gain of $ 1 ,839.42 over last year, thougli the calls this year for cheaper

rooms have been greater than ever. While the increased number of rooms

has been of benefit and appreciated by the physicians, yet the demand has

been largely increased, and now we rarely have an empty room
;
patients

nearly always waiting to come in, and as many as fifteen have been turned

away in one week, due to the fact that our capacity is too small." The fol-

lowing is the statistical report:

Patients remaining in hospital 20
Patients admitted during the year (males, 20; females,

183) 203
Number of births 4
Number of deaths 15

Number of operations (capital, 98 ; minor, 82) 180
Number of visits by physicians during the year 1,275

Religion of Patients.

Protestants 1 55
Catholics 2

Jews 6
Number admitted, no Church given 40
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Summary Since Opening ok Hospital, in 1892.

Males admitted 64
Females admitted 560
Total number admitted 624
Number of births 14
Number of deaths 46
Number of operations 549

Emma D. Cushman, Superintendent.

The city mission work has been carried on in connection with five

churches. The work consists of teaching in Sunday-school and of weekly

visiting under the pastor's direction.

The Sewing-School was held from November to April in Melrose Church,

conducted by Miss Jennie Gibson, assisted by eight students, the seniors

being excused from attendance.

Report of Department of City Mission Work
From November, 1896. to April, 1897,

Visits made 1,655

Prayers offered and Bible read 525

Literature distributed:

Papers 1,148

Tracts and calendars 163

Invitation cards 35

Texts 75

Bibles 10

Testaments 20

Bibles sold 2

Testament sold 1

Portions of Scripture sold 5

Flowers given 1

Thanksgiving dinners given 5

Christmas dinners given 12

Christmas gift to child 1

Baskets of food given 25

Baskets of fruit given 4

Garments given 116

Money for rent $5.30

Number taught in Sunday-school 4,474

Number taught in Industrial School 304

Meetings led or addressed: Y. W. C. A., 8; League, 9; Door of

Hope, 4; Crittenton Mission, 1 ; Cottage prayer-meetings,

7 ; missionary meetings, 16 ; Junior League, 7 ; Sunday-
school reviews, 9 ; superintended Sunday-schools (times), 2.

The death of Miss Holding left the Evangel without an editor, and it

seemed wise to the Executive Committee to have me take the work, so

that the paper has gone on without interruption. The financial department
is now in charge of Mi^;s Billingsley.

Several Evangel scholarships have been started, which has largely in-
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creased the snbscriplion-list. It is now necessary to publish 3,600 copies to

supply subscribers and have a margin for sample copies and new subscrip-

tions.

The lecture course has been fine, though not so extensive as in the pre-

ceding year.

Lecture Coukse for 1896-97.

Our Mission Work in Ciiina; Korea, the Hermit Nation; The Propa-

ganda. Bishop E. R. Hendrix.

Bible Difficulties: Sin; Regeneration. Rev. T. E. Vassar, D.D.

Personal Work in Winning Souls: Fundamentals; Principles. Rev. C.

M. Hawkins, D.D.

Western Africa. Rev. Wesley M. Stover, Bailunda, Africa.

Heaven. Bishop W. W. IXmcaii.

Work among tlie Mountain Wiiites. Miss Belle H. Bennett.

The City of the Great King (two lectures).

The Temples of Solomon and Herod. Rev. H. D. Jenkins, D.D.

Our Duty to Our South American Sisters. Mrs. Ira D. LaFetra, San-

tiago, Chili.

The Song of Songs. Rev. James A. Duncan, D.D.

The Certainty of the Gospel. Rev. W. A. Quayle, D.D.

Spiritual Needs and Resources of China. Rev. C. E. Bentley.

Doctrines of the Society of Fiiends. Miss Stella Jenkins.

Secret of Power in Personal Work for Christ. Rev. W. M. Mcintosh.

Principles of Teaching. Rev. A. D. McVoy.
Missionary Work in Japan. Miss Blount, Kobe, Japan.

Missionary Work among the Indians.

Obstacles and Encouragements. Rev. J. J. Methvin.

Missionary Work in China. Miss Alice G. Waters.

One's Life-Work. President John Goucher, Woman's College, Balti-

more.

This lecture course, for wliich Thursday from eleven to twelve o'clock is

reserved, is a most profitable feature, bringing the students into contact

with men and women of consecration and culture from many lands, there-

by adding to their mental and spiritual growth.

The Easter Program Committee appointed last May was deprived of its

most valued member by the death of Miss Holding; but the remaining

two, Mrs. S. N. Jones and Miss M. L. Gibson, issued 5,000 programs, 10,000

cards, and 25,000 leaflets, entitled " The Belle Bennett Chair."

Our gifts this year have shown the abiding interest of our friends. Seven

dollars was received for our Christmas baskets, and during the year va-

rious small sums have been added to our Emergency Fund, which for sev-

eral years has been like the widow's cruse of oil; no matter how we draw
on it, it is always replenished before it is quite emjjty.

The most marked improvements have been made in the hospital, wheie

an office has been fitted up for Miss Cushraan, and two beautiful parlors for

convalescents have been furnished: the Susan Key Memorial, the gift of

the Woman's Foreign Missionary Society of Fort Worth, Tex., and the

Lalla Belle Shelton Parlor, the gift of Miss Shelton, of Tiptonville, Tenn., one
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of our student*. These parlors have been needed sorely, and our gratitude

to the friends who changed the dreary, bare walls into l)eautiful and well-

furnished parlors is deep and abiding. One hundred dollars was also given

by Mr. Joseph Farinan, of Kansas City, father of one of our nurses, to fur-

nish the Farman Memorial Room, in memory of his wife and son. We
have daily evidence that the school is growing in favor and influence. Ap-
plications for entrance are numerous. Visitors come singly and in socie-

ties, and are always made welcome. We have, through the Evangel and by
circular letters and large correspondence, endeavored to enhance the inter-

est-^ of the school.

The spirit of the household has been chastened, but a very blessed in-

fluence has pervaded the home. For the flrst time in our history death

has touched us at many points; the students have lost parents and sisters,

and at the < lose of the year our Corresponding Secretary, Miss Billingsley,

was sorely bereaved by the death of her mother, but God has given com-
fort and consolation.

And now it is my pleasant duty to recommend to you, on behalf of the

Faculty, the following students who have passed their final examination,

and only await your endorsement to receive their diplomas: Misses Fannie

Adams, Ella D. Burkhead, Susan V. Burton, Nettie B. Hathorn, Jeflie Ma-
han, Mary M. Ogilvie, Mary L. Richardson, Elizabeth A. Streater, N. Louise

Whitman, of the Bible Department; Mrs. Elva E. Barton, Misses Ethel E.

Farman, Mary B. Rudy, Minnie B. Umherger, Cornelia E. Windiate, of the

Nurse-Training Department.

In reviewing the j'ear I make mention of the unfailing goodness of our

God, and ask for the coming year your earnest cooi)eration, that the school

and its work may be better known in Kansas City, and that its influence

over Christian young women may be more widely extended.

Receipts fkom May 15, 1896, to May 8, 1897.

Balance brought forward $ 192 99

Receipts from J. S. Chick, Treasurer, for scholarships. 875 50

Receipts from Emngd 508 82

Receipts from hospital 8,083 54

Receipts from students' board and other sources 1,641 36—$11,302 21

Disbursements.
To Evangel % 433 09

To expenses of school and hospital 10,459 44

Balance in Bank May 8, 1897 ... 409 68—11,302 21

Respectfully submitted. M. L. Gibson, Principal.

As is shown by the report of the Principal, the death of Miss Elizabeth E.

Holding made it incumbent on the Executive Committee to supply the va-

cancy in the Department of Bible Study, which was done by the engage-

ment of Miss Effie Thompson until Christmas at first, and afterward to the

close of the school-session. At a meeting of the Board held Tuesday, January

12, 1897, the subject of paramount importance was the election of a perma-

nent teacher for the Department of Bible Study. The application of Mrs.

Mary L. Hargrove, of Mississippi, was received, and her fine testimonials
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read, after which the election was conducted l)y ballot and was unanimous for

Mrs. Hargrove. The President announced her election, and instructed the

Secretary to notify Mrs. Hargrove that her duties would begin in September.

Our Board feels satisfaction in our choice of a teacher for this responsible

position, and esteeming the selection as made under divine guidance, we
. confidently expect your unanimous endorsement.

The annual meeting was held Monday, May 17. Diplomas were granted

to fourteen pupils who were recommended by the Faculty and named in the

Principal's report. The officers of the Board were reelected without dissent.

We recommend the reelection of Mr. J. S. Chick and Mrs. S. C. Trueheart as

managers for another term of service. Mrs. R. K. Hargrove, the third man-
ager, whose term expired in 1897, declined reelection, as she had changed

her residence to Nashville, Tenn. Mrs. AV. Ewing Hall, of Kansas City, is

recommended to succeed Mrs. Hargrove. Mrs. P. D. Ridenour and Mrs. S.

B. Armour have been elected to membership on the Advisory Board during

the year. We recommend the contiraiance of Miss Belle H. Bennett and

Mrs. M. D. Wightman as Agents at Large, believing that their reappoint-

ment will be favorable to the interests of the school for which they have la-

bored so arduously and so successfully. Their names are an open sesame to

many hearts, and we need the influence of these women, called of God, to

this special work.

We ask your Board to request from the Church the observance of Easter

Sunday, the offering to be devoted to the endowanent of the Belle Bennett

Chair. We are aware that the custom of observing Easter is becoming more
general throughout our Church, so that in many places our pastors desire

to hold special services. In such cases we recommend that societies and

churches interested take counsel with their pastors and secure their cooper-

ation in securing the offering on another day. Many of the lectureships and

scholarships are now completed, and our great energies may be centered

on the work of endowing this chair, which ought to be completed speedily.

At the meeting just named we asked the President, Bishop Hendrix, to ap-

point the Committee on Program, which will be done at an early date. It

is too earl)' yet to tell the financial result of last Easter, but there were more
interest and more individual applications for literature than last year, not-

withstanding the financial depression.

Knowing your interest in the investment of the endowment fund, it

gives pleasure to report that the Committee on Loans made a report at our

annual meeting, giving, in detail, the loans, securities, and rate of interest;

showing funds invested all in good condition.

A " free bed " has been one of our great needs since the opening of the

hospital, and we have made many unavailing pleas for its endowment. It

would now seem that our hopes may be fulfilled through an unexpiected

source. The Victorian Diamond Jubilee, which is celebrated this month, in

this and other lands, in honor of the completion of Queen Victoria's sixtieth

year of reign in England, gives promise of liberal assistance. Our Advisory

Board (nine ladies from various denominations) have taken liold with

earnestness, in connection with the Association of British Subjects, in Kan-

sas City, and the prospects are good for the attainment of our desires, in
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which case the managers will direct that the funds endow a room to be

called, in honor of the queen, tlie "Victoria Diamond Jubilee Room," to be

reserved for the use of the sick who are not able to meet their own ex-

jienses.

It also gives us pleasure to report that, at the last meeting, the Principal

presented to the Board funds for the Elizabeth E. Holding Memorial Win-
dow, a gift from the students who were in her Bible classes in this institu-

tion. One hundred dollars is the amount required to endow a memorial

window, but more than that amount has been alreadj' subscribed and yet

more promised, the thought being to pay for the window and devote the re-

mainder to the purchase of a case of books to be called the " Elizabeth E.

Holding Reference Library."

On motion of Mrs. Jones, the money was accepted by the Board with

pleasure, as value received for the memorial window, and the use of it was
placed at the discretion of the Principal.

The opening of the school-year was shadowed by the death of Miss Hold-

ing, and the close of the session was saddeued by the bereavement of Miss

Billingsley, whose mother died May 6, after a brief illness.

The President of our Board appointed Mrs. S. N. Jones a committee to

pay tribute, in behalf of the Board, to the memory of Miss Elizabeth E.

Holding, and to offer our sympathy to our valued Corresponding Secretary.

Tlie following memorial, written by Mrs. Jones, expresses our appreciation

and our sorrow:

"Since the last annual meeting of this Board God, in his mysterious prov-

idence, has called his child, Elizabeth Holding, from our midst to her happy
home in heaven, and we, who have felt the loss so keenly, ask leave to ofi'er

to her memory our tribute, which is as the dearest thought of a loving moth-
er toward her altogether lovely daughter. Miss Holding's dailj' walk and
conversation bore witness to her fellowship with her Lord and Master. In

the Training-School she not only gave full measure as Bible-teacher, but

also enshrined herself in the heart of that institution as a most satisfying

human interpretation of love divine. God was her Father; his Church, her

mother; and she was sister to the whole human race. How she loved to

labor in her Lord's vineyard! Her last appearance before the public, in the

interest of Missions, was an impassioned appeal for the Parsonage and Home
Mission Society. How our hearts warmed within us as we took note of the

fervor that rested as a halo on her brow while she spoke as we had never

before heard her speak. How well we remember this utterance: 'As I

spoke this morning in the interest of the Woman's Foreign Missionary So-

ciety my soul was so filled with enthusiasm that I verily believed that cause

must be nearest my heart; but this afternoon, as the needs of the home
land pass before my view, I see that it is all one. The Master's love includes

the whole race, and the blessed privilege of bearing a part in both organiza-

tions fills my soul with rapture.' One month later the Master had need of

her, and found her light burning. It was a hard lesson to learn that we
shall see her face or hear her voice no more on earth, but to question or

murmur would be to dishonor her faith, 'The Lord gave, and the Lord
hath taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord.' We are deeply grate-
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ful that our Saviour promised to send the Comforter. Our poor aching

hearts turn to him so often, it may be in mute appeal, but witli perfect as-

surance that he will be touched with our sorrow. Our Miss Billingsley has

been greatly bereaved in the recent death of her honcjrcd mother, and we
bow before our Father and ask him so to smctify this sorrow that it may
be made a means of great grace to our beloved and stricken sister.

Mrs. S. N. Jones."

With gratitude to God for past mercies, and asking his help for the com-

ing year, we close tliis record of the year.

On behalf of the Board, Maria Layng Gibson, Recording Secretary.

Mrs. Swindell presented the following memorial from the North

Carolina Conference Society:

The North Carolina Conference Missionary Society, of the M. E. Church,

South, now in session at Littleton, N. C, March 25, 1897, respectfully memo-
rializes the Woman's Board of Foreign Missions to hold its Annual Meetings

not later than the month of May, inasmuch as the late date of June neces-

sitates our holding our annual sessions previous to their session, which is a

disadvantage to our work and contrary to our wishes.

Mrs. J. L. Horn,

Miss Blanche Fentress.

Referred to Committee on Memorials.

Mrs. Park presented the following memorial from the Juvenile

Societies of the Texas Conference:

We, the Juvenile Missionary Societies of the Texas Conference, believing

that we can work to better advantage with a special object in view, and feeling

a deep interest in the suffering little children of our neighbors, the Mexicans,

yet acknowledging your superior wisdom and better information, and prom-

ising to submit cheerfully to your decision and work as you direct, respectfully

a«k that such funds as we may be able to secure, after paying our (Uies and
Conference Fund, may be given, next year, to the establishment and mainte-

nance of a hospital for Mexican babies ; the place to be selected by yourselves,

and the institution to be called by the name of our loved and honored Cor-

responding Secretary, Mrs. S. S. Park.

Martin Juvenile Missionary Society,

Twenty-Fourth St. Austin Juv. Mis. Society.

Bastrop Juvenile Missionary Society,

St. James Galveston Juv. Mis. Society,

Dewdrops,

La Grange Juvenile Missionary Society.

Referred to Committee on Memorials.

Mrs. S. W. Jones presented the following memorial from the

Southwest Missouri Conference Society:

In studying our work and its needs we are constantly confronted with

the painful fact that we are unable to meet the calls from our sisters still

groping in heathen darkness, and when we turn our eyes to the home
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Church we find so many of our sisters who are enjoying all the blessings

that come to them through the hle^sed gosfiel of J( sus, but who are doing

comparatively nothing for the women who sit in the region of the shadow
of death. It i.s estimated that not more than one-seventh of the female mem-
bership of our Church are engaged in our mission work. We remember that

our blessed Lord, while on earth, said unto his disciples: "The bar ve.st truly

is great, but the laborers are few: pray ye therefore tlie Lord of the har-

vest, that he would send forih laborers into his harvest." We remember, too,

that he f-aid: "If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask

what ye will, and it shall be done unto yon." Therefore, feeling the great

need of more earnest, faithful women to advance the work that lies so near

our hearts, that of sending the gospel to our heathen sisters:

Resolved, That this society of tlie Southwest Missouri Conference do

earnestly petition the Woman's Board, at the coming Annual Meeting, in

June, to appoint a day, included in our Week of Prayer, in which special

supplication be made throughout our Church that God, by his Holy Spirit,

may so touch the hearts of our sisters who are still indifferent to his claims

upon them tliat thej'^ may be called out and consecrated to labor, heart to

heart and shoulder to shoulder, in this work of hastening the coming of the

kingdom of God. Mrs. W. T. Eastwood,

Miss Belle L. Green,

Mrs. J. M. Clark.

Referred to Committee on Memorials.

The following memorial was presented by Mrs. Munger:

Ina'^much as we desire to strengthen the relations between our work and

the pastors of our Church, we request that this body will memorialize the

General Board that a place be made on their blanks for reports of our work.

Mrs. S. S. Munger.

Referred to Committee on Memorials.

Mrs. Sovvell called attention to the mistake made in Article .3, un-

der "Constitution and Bj'-laws of Auxiliaries," which reads, "Any
person paying a regular subscription of one dollar a year, or ten

cents a month, may become a member of this Society," whereas the

payment of one dollar a year was abrogated some years ago by

this body. The Secretary was instructed to change this Article in

next annual report so as to properly represent the action of the

Board.

Mrs. Watson moved that the leaflet, "Duties of Officers and

Members," be revised and published in more satisfactory form.

Referred to Committee on Publication.

Mrs. Jones offered the following resolution:

Resolved, That, as a body, we express our great pleasure in having so

large a number of visiting Conference officers with us, and that we extend

a cordial invitation to these sisters beloved to draw as near as possible to
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the bar, and to unite with us in the study of the many important questions

tliat will come before us during the progress of this meeting.

Mrs. S. N. Jones,

Mrs. C. W. Brandon.
Adopted by a rising vote.

The following visitors were introduced to the Board : Mrs. Wood-
ward, Holston Conference; Mrs. Kendrick, Alabama Conference;

Mrs. Rush, Florida Conference; Mrs. Bunkley, Alabama Confer-

ence; Mrs. Bennett, Louisville Conference; Mrs. Lakin, North Ala-

bama Conference; Mrs. Dr. Mathews, St. Louis Conference; Mrs.

Anderson, Alabama Conference; Mrs. West, Mrs. Butler, Mrs.

Eosamond, Mrs. Yaught, Mrs. Dean, Mrs. Aycock, Mrs. Gamble,

Mrs. Johnson, Mrs. Salter, Mrs. Newman, all of North Alabama
Conference; Mrs. Reid, Missouri Conference; Miss Sallie Smylie,

Mississippi Conference; Mrs. Lipscomb and Miss Hinton, North

Mississippi Conference; Mrs. A. S. Andrews, Mrs. Powers, and Mrs.

Pratt, Alabama Conference, and Mrs. Wells, President of the Par-

sonage and Home Mission Society, North Alabama Conference.

The following brethren were also presented to the Board: Rev.

Dr. Wells, Rev. Mr. Simpson, Rev. Mr. Howard, and Rev. Mr.

Morris, all members of the North Alabama Conference.

Mrs. Trueheart announced that the North Alabama Conference

Society had contributed more to the McGavock Memorial Institute

than any other Conference Society at this date.

Mrs. Cobb presented the following resolution:

Resolved, That the thanks of this body are due and are hereby tendered

tlie Queen's Diamond Jubilee Association, of Kansas City, for their kindly

interest in our hospital at that place, and their consent to render financial .

assistance to this hospital. Mrs. J. B. Cobb,
/

Mrs. S. S. Park.
Adopted.

The Recording Secretary was instructed to write letters of sym-

pathy and regrets to the following absent members of the Board,

detained by providential causes: Misses Barnes, Bradford, and Bil-

lingsley; also Mrs. Callaway, Mrs. Dean, Mrs. Harlan, Mrs. Foster,

and Mrs. Hamilton.

Mrs. Wilson presented a message of love to the Board from Miss

Melissa Baker. Mrs. Musick also brought such a message from

Mrs. Avis.

The Recording Secretary was instructed to send the following

telegram to each of these aged sisters beloved

:

Tender love and memories from the Board. Numbers vi. 24-26.

Mary L. Hargrove, Recording Secretary.
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Miss Bruce now took charge of the devotional exercises, and

Hymn 878, "I am thine, O Lord," was sung. The Scripture lesson

presented was John xv. 1-16, and special attention was called to

verses 5, 7, and 16. Miss Bruce most earnestly pleaded with the

sisters to claim this marvelous promise of the Master by lives of

entire dependence and unswerving abiding in him.

After prayer the session adjourned.

MOBNING SESSION.

The Woman's Board of Foreign Missions met for its third busi-

ness session in the lecture room of the First Church June 8 at nine

o'clock.

Devotional exercises were conducted by Mrs. S. S. Harris, the

Scripture lesson being Luke xi. 1-3. Mrs. Harris stressed the

great mission of the Holy Spirit in this especial age of his dispen-

sation, and called attention to the Father's willingness to bestow

the wonderful blessing of this Spirit in answer to his children's

importunate cries.

After prayer the meeting was called to order by the President,

and business begun. The minutes of Monday's session were read,

amended, and approved.

Misses Jennie Hood and Maud Goldwise were introduced as

pages for the day.

The Recording Secretary read the following report from the Treas-

urer of the Memorial Fund

:

Memorial Fund.

Amount received for the year, $92.81 (three times the sum reported last

year), in which most of our Conference Societies are represented. When it

is well understood that the money is being used for the Davidson Memorial

Bible School, at Soochow, China, greater interest may be enlis^ted in this

fund. K. Virginia Cloud, Treasurer.

Mrs. Trueheart, Chairman of the Committee on Extension, pre-

sented Report No. 1 on China. (See page 124). The reading of this

report was interspersed with many bits of information and expla-

nation which served to give the Board a better understanding of

the work in China and its needs.

Mrs. Trueheart read a letter from Miss Haygood containing

plans for the building of the McGavock Memorial, which were sat-

isfactory to the Board; also a letter from four of our Bible women,
now living in the Davidson Memorial Home in Soochow, thanking

the Board for their prayers and labors, and giving some account of

their work.
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Mrs. C. B. Spencer, President of the Woman's Christian Temper-

ance Union of Alabama, was introduced to the body. Mrs. Spen-

cer brought greetings from the Woman's Christian Temperance
Union, and spoke kindest words of encouragement and commenda-
tion of our missionary work.

Mrs. Humbert, Chairman of Committee on Missionary Candi-

dates, presented the report of that committee. The last item was
recommitted to the committee, and the remainder of the report

adopted. (See page 125.)

The following brethren were introduced: Rev. T. K. Roberts, a

prospective missionary from the Alabama Conference; Rev. F. W.
Brandon, Rev. G. L. Jenkins, and Rev. S. Y. Blythe, of the North

Alabama Conference.

Miss Gibson read the financial report of the Searritt Bible and

Training School.

Financial Report of Scarritt Bible and Training School.

Receipts from June 1, 1896, to June 1, 1807.

Balance June 1 , 1896 $ 583 04

Alabama Conference S 44 00

Arkansas Conference 51 09

Baltimore Conference 10 00

East Texas Conference 46 50

Florida Conference 9 20

Holston Conference 2 75

Indian Mission Conference 2,508 55

Kentucky Conference 561 12

Little Rock Conference 20 35

Los Angeles Conference 14 55

Louisiana Conference 11 38

Louisville Conference 414 48

Memphis Conference 234 92

Mississippi Conference 73 61

Missouri Conference 105 24

North Alabama Conference 37 34

North Carolina Conference 22 14

North Georgia Conference 572 44

North Mississippi Conference 719 10

N(jrth Texas Conference 168 21

North west Texas Conference 1 53 11

Pacitic Conference 21 25

South Carolina Conference 160 66

South Georgia Conference 226 88

Southwest Missouri Conference 93 98

Tennessee Conference 141 06

Texas Conference 20 35
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Virginia Conference I 65 57

West Texas Conference 11 35

Western Conference 18 25

Western North Carolina Conference 14 23

Western Virginia Conference 4 97 .

White River Conftreuce 88 11

Farmau Memorial Room 100 00

Contribution box for free bed 10 83

" Christian Womanhood " 50—16,758 .07

Total 17,341 11

Disbursements.

To J. S. Chick, Treasurer $6,175 50

To general office expense 518 80

To Furnishing Fund: Lalla Belle Shelton Room, $100;

Farman Memorial Room, $100; Susan Key Memorial

Room, $75 275 00

To Student from Loan Fund 35 00

Balance on hand June 1, 1897 336 81— 7,341 11

Appropriation op Receipts.

The Belle Bennett Chair: Alabama Conference, $44;

Arkansas Conference, $51.09; Baltimore Conference,

$10; East Texas Conference, $46.50; Florida Confer-

ence, $9.20; Holston Conference, $2.75; Kentucky
Conference, $274.66; Little Rock Conference, $20.35;

Los Angeles Conference, $14.55; Louisiana Confer-

ence, $7 ; Louisville Conference, $23.11 ; Memphis
Conference, $134.92; Mississippi Conference, $73.61;

Missouri Conference, $94.87 ; North Alabama Confer-

ence, $37.34; North Georgia Conference, $5; North

Carolina Conference, $22.14; North Mississippi Con-

ference, $281.50; North Texas Conference, $160.21;

Northwest Texas Conference, $78.11; Pacific Confer-

ence, $21.25: South Carolina Conference, $160.66;

South Georgia Conference, $85.92; Southwest Mis-

souri Conference, $83.98; Texas Conference, $4; Vir-

ginia Conference, $65.57; West Texas Conference,

$11.35; Western Conference, $18.25; Western North

Carolina Conference, $14.23 ; Western Virginia Confer-

ence, $4.97; White River Conference, $88.11; Indian

Mission Conference, $8.55. Total receipts for Chair.

.

1,957 75

Lectureships.

Stephen Noland: Kentucky Conference Auxiliaries,

$13.51 ; Kentucky Conference, Founder, $264.95 $ 278 46

Kavanaugh: Louisville Conference 391 37— 669 83

8
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Scholarships.

Sam Jones: Kentucky Conference $ 8 00

Harriet Colquitt Boring: North Georgia Conference. . . . 567 44

S. Myra Smith: North Mississippi Conference, Woman's
Parsonage and Home Mission Society 437 60

Weyman Potter (completed) : South Georgia Conference *140 96

Tennessee (completed): Tennessee Conference 141 06

Texas : Texas Conference 10 50

Emily Kyle Ainsworth: Indian Mission Conference. . . . 2,500 00—$3,805 56

Sundries.

Lalla Belle Shelton Room: Memphis Conference $ 100 00

Farman Memorial Room: Joseph J. Farman 100 00

Susan Key Memorial Room : Northwest Texas Confer-

ence 75 00

Foster Fullilove Room: Louisiana Conference 4 38

Free Bed Fund: Missouri Conference, $10.37; Contribu-

tion-Box for Free Bed Fund, $10.83 21 20

Students' Loan Fund: North Texas Conference, $8;

Southwest Missouri Conference, |10 18 00

Hallie Stafford Cot: Texas Conference 5 85— 324 43

Undirected funds :
" Christian Womanhood " 50

Total receipts $6,758 07

Transferred on last year's account, by recjuest, $10.26, from Kavanaugh
Lectureship to Belle Bennett Chair.

Respectfully submitted. Elizabeth Billingsley, Cor. Sec.

Miss Gibson spoke especially of the Students' Loan Fund of this

institution, and deplored its small proportions. She earnestly

begged the sisters to remember this fund in their contributions.

Mrs. W. O. L. Jewett j^resented five doHars to this fund—a sum
entrusted to her by a friend for direction.

Mrs. Wightman introduced Master Tom Spaulding, aged eleven

months, the youngest visitor in attendance on the Board, having

accompanied his mother. Conference Secretary from the Indian

Territory. The tender faces beaming upon the little stranger

most strongly attested the mother-heart of this body.

Mrs. Brandon asked for a decision regarding the proposed trip

to Ensley on Thui'sday, that preparations might be made. After

consultation the kind invitation was regretfully declined, as the

business would most probably be concluded before that time, and

the delegates homeward bound. After announcements the Board

adjourned for devotions, which were led by Mrs. Watson. The

Scripture lessons selected were Exodus iii. 12 and Joshua i. 5-9:
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promises of God's continual presence, and the assurance that no

loneliness nor failure can ever come to his children. Mrs. Watson
called attention to the fact that often too great selfishness prompts

the prayers and service of Christians, and keeps out the full con-

sciousness of God's presence.

Those who walk with him from day to day

Can never know a solitary place.

" He leadeth me " was sung, the last verse with the congregation

on their knees, concluding with the Lord's Prayer. Benediction

by Dr. Wells.

WEDNESDA Y MORNING.

The Woman's Board of Foreign Missions assembled at the ap-

pointed time and place, Mrs. Wightman in the chair. The devo-

tional exercises were conducted by Mrs. P. A. Sowell. Hymn 344,

"Alas, and did my Saviour bleed?" and the Scripture lesson (Isaiah

XXXV.) was read. Mrs. Sowell desired to read this from the gospel

prophet because it referred so directly to Jesus, a subject ever new
and interesting. His followers must travel the "highway of holi-

ness," a public way, and those ti'aveling it walk before all men. A
safe way, none should fear peril there; a plain way, no one need

err therein. Those who travel this highway should be careful that

their walk cause none to stumble, and look well to their inner lives,

as it is much easier to serve than to be. 1 Timothy iv. 12 and

Titus ii. 7, 8 were recommended as matters for daily living. The
business of the day was taken up, and minutes of Tuesday's ses-

sion read and adopted.

Miss Margie McCaa and Miss Simpson were introduced as the

pages of the day. The President called for Eeport No. 2 on Mex-

ico, from Committee on Extension. Mrs. Trueheart presented the

report, which was adopted.

During the reading of the report the following letter was pre-

sented:

Dear Mrs. Trveheari : At the recent annual meeting of the Board of Mis-

sions the following resolution was adopted:

"Resolved, That the Secretaries be authorized to tender the daj'^-school in

the City of Mexico, which has been carried on for nearly twenty-three

years, to the Woman's Board of Foreign Missions
;
provided the work so

long supported by individual contributions l)e continued on such a basis as

to insure an opportunity for Mexican children to receive instruction.

E. E. Hoss,

R. K. Hargrove."
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In behalf of the Board we have tlie honor of tendering the daj'-school

mentioned in the resolution to the Woman's Board of Foreign Missions, and
sincerely hope it may be possible for your Society to take up the work, and,

enlarging it in the near future, add to the working force you have so wisely

and admirably thrown into the Republic of Mexico.

Your brethren in Christ, H. C. Morrison,

Walter R. Lamruth.

Mi's. Trueheart also read a letter from Mrs. Carre, President of

the Missionary Society of the Carondelet Street Church, New Or-

leans, offering the Woman's Board the same school w^hich from its

iueipiency has been an object of special care by this Society. The

school was accepted, as shown in resolutions of Committee on Ex-

tension.

The Boai'd most cordially welcomed Bishop A. W. Wilson, who
was presented at this juncture. A basket of beautiful flowers from

the Bessemer Auxiliary was received most gratefully by the Board

at this time.

The report of Committee on Publication was submitted by Mrs.

S. N. Jones, Chairman. The report was adopted as a whole. (See

page 126.)

Mrs. H. N. McTyeire read the report of the Committee on Fi-

nance. After amending Item 11, this report was adopted as a

whole. (See page 127.)

Mrs. Humbert presented Report No. 2 from Committee on Mis-

sionary Candidates. Adopted.

The following report of Committee on Memorials was read liy

the chairman, Mrs. Brandon, and, after discussion, adopted:

Report of Committee on Memorials.

We, the Memorial Committee, beg leave to submit tlie f illowing repoit:

1. In reply to the memorial from North Carolina with reference to time of

meeting of the Board, we recommend non-concurrence.

2. We have considered the memorial of Northwest Texas Conference,

concerning the reporting of our statistics by the pastors, and we recommend
the adoption of the following:

Resolved, That we, the Woman's Board of Foreign Missions, memorialize

the next General Conference to provide siiace in the blank form of statistics

for reporting the statistics of the Woman's Foreign Missionary Society.

3. We have also considered the memorial from the Juvenile Societies of

the Texas Conference, requesting the privilege of establishing a hospital for

Mexican babies; and, wliile we commend tlie desire to found such an in-

stitution, and to honor their worthy Conference Corresponding Secretary,

we do not deem the ])lan advisahle, and therefore recommend non-concur-

rence.
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4. In reference to the memorial from Southwest Missouri Conference, re-

questing the setting apart a day during the Week of Prayer and Thanksgiv-

ing for special prayer for the increase of laborers in the home field, we rec-

ommend that Wednesdaj' of that week be appointed for the purpose.

Mrs. C. W. Brandon,

Mrs. J. B. Cobb,

Mrs. W. B. HicfGixBOTHAM.

Mrs, Swindell presented a report on the " Manatrement of the

Children in our Conference Societies." Adopted.

Mrs. Swindell oflfered the following resolution :

Resolved, That the Woman's Foreign Missionary Society of the North Car-

olina Conference have tlie privilege of directing, in accordance with the

constitution, the special sum pledged by them for the Ellen Morphis Wood
Memorial Fund. Mrs. F. D. Swindell,

Mrs. Samuel Watson, y

Mrs. Trueheart read a list of the Bible-womeu scholarships and

day-schools now being supported by the Woman's Board of Foreign

Missions.

Miss Norville asked that she be allowed a Bible woman to help

her in her new^ work in the City of Mexico, and Miss Murphey
pledged the support of one from the Louisville Conference Society.

The Treasurer asked that the Conference Secretaries send her

Heparate reports of their juvenile collections, that she may be able

to furnish the Children's Account called for by the Board.

Mrs. Swindell offered the following resolutions

:

Inasmuch as the children of the Woman's Foreign Missionary Society of

our Conferences work with so much more enthusiasm when they have a

special object before them,

1. Resolved, That the new work in Korea be given to the children of the

Woman's Foreign Missionary Society of the M. E. Church, South, as their

special for this year.

2. That the juveniles of any Conference Society raising the largest

amount during the year have the privilege of naming the building.

3. That the juveniles of any Conference Society raising the next largest

amount have the privilege of naming the chapel in said building.

Mrs. F. D. Swindell,

Mrs. p. a. Sowell.

Adopted.

Mrs. McTyeii'e laid a list of figures before the Board showing

that only a balance of $9,845, unappropriated, was to its credit

with which to begin a new year's work. Prompt and faithful

work is imperative.

Mrs. Brandon brought an invitation to this body from Pratt
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mines to visit the penitentiary and hold reh'gious services there.

The invitation was accepted, the time to be decided later.

Mrs. Swindell moved that the Board meet in regular session at

3: 30 P.M. Carried.

Mrs. Hendrix opened the devotional exercises with the hymn
"There's a Land That Is Fairer than Day," afterwai-d reading the

first verse of the thirty-fourth Psalm, and announcing '' Praise to

God" as the subject for attention. This i^* the day of woman's

work, and her praises are due her God for it. Prayer and reading

God's Word are most helpful, but only in connection with work for

God do these fully satisfy' the soul. This talk from one of our

mothers, evidencing so unmistakably truest devotion and thankful-

ness, impressed all present, and made the service one of deep feeling

and spiritual uplifting. After prayer. Dr. Newman pronounced the

benediction.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

Devotions led by Mrs. Chatfield, and opened with the hymn
"Come, Ye That Love the Lox'd." Praise to God for the privilege

of gathering in our Father's house, about our Father's business.

This is a family gathering, and praise to our Father should be the

natural outpouring of each heart. Psalm xxxiv. was read. Testi-

monies to the praise of God in rapid succession in scripture lan-

guage, strong, full, and tender. The hour was pre(;ious, and all

were loath to close it.

Business was resumed, and the minutes read, amended, and ap-

proved.

The President called the attention of the Board to a lot of peaches

sent by Mrs. A. B. Daniel, Avondale, Ala. They were much ap-

preciated and enjoyed.

Mrs. Higginbotham presented the following resolution:

Resolved, That when specials are directed to certain mi-ssion work the

amount of such si)ec'ials be deducted from approj^riations made by the

Board for that work. Mrs. W. B. Higginbotham,

Mrs. S. S. Park,

Mrs. E. C. Dowdell.
Adopted.

The President called for Peport No. 3 of Comtnittee on Exten-

sion, which was adopted.

Eeport No. 4 on Indian Mission was also read and adopted. (See

report.)

The report of the Secretary of Home Affairs was approved and

ordered placed in the Annual Eeport.
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The following resolution, brought in by Committee on Exten-

sion, was also adopted:

Resolved, That a representative of this Board attend the Women's Boards

of Foreign Missions of the United States and Canada, at their next Annual

Conference.

Mrs. Park offered the following resolution:

Resolved, That we respectfully recommend that a fraternal messenger be

appointed by this Board to meet and confer with the Executive Board of the

Parsonage and Home Mission Society as to methods of conducting the work

of these bodies so as to best conserve the interests of both.

MRt<. Park, Mrs. Wilsox,

Mrs. Cobb, Mrs. Humbert,
Mrs. Cuxnyngham, Mrs. Hendrix.

Carried. Miss M. L. Gibson was ajipointed fraternal delegate,

Mrs. Swindell moved that Item 2 of the report of the Committee

on Management of the Children of our Conference Societies be re-

considered and recommitted to the committee. Carried. The

changed resolution brought in was adopted and incorporated in the

report, which was adopted as a whole as follows: ~^-

Management of the Children in Our Conference Societies.

1. Resolved, That the children shall be under the supervision of their

Conference Societies, and tlieir money sent through the regular cliannels

provided for by the constitution.

2. That we make every effort to have our juveniles work harmoniously

with other Church organizations, urging them always to keep the Foreign

Missions cause near their hearts and continue their regular contributions

for this purpose. Mrs. F. D. Swindell, Mrs. Samuel Watson,
]\Irs. S. S. Munger, Mrs. J. E. Musick.

Miss Bruce brought in the following resolution, which was car-

ried:

Resolved, That we celebrate the twentieth anniversary of the organization

of the Woman's Board of Foreign Missions by raising §20,000 special above

amount raised for the past year, thus completing the $100,000.

Mary W. Bruce.

The Secretary read the following resolution:

Resolved, That IMrs. Wightman, our President, be requested to attend the

next Conference of Women's Boards of Foreign Missions as representative

of this Board. Mrs. E. C. Dowdell,

Mrs. W. B. Higginbotham,

Mrs. J. W. Rush.

The resolution was adopted, and Mrs. S. C. Trueheart appointed

alternate.

The following places were put in nomination for the next x\nnual
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Meeting of the Board: Owensboro, Ivy.; Grreensboro, N. C; Eoa-

noke, Va. ; Hannibal, Mo.; Memphis, Tenn.; and Fayette, Mo.

Greensboro, N. C, received the largest number of votes, and was

unanimously selected as the place of the next meeting. Half past

eight o'clock Thursday morning was fixed upon to visit Pratt mines,

and the meeting adjourned with the benediction.

WEDNESDA Y EVENING.
Devotional exercises were led by T. K. Roberts. " The Home of

the Soul " was sung, and fervent prayer offered, after which the

President opened the business session.

Pledges were called for, and the following amounts promised:

Alabama, $300; Arkansas, $500; Baltimore, same as last year;

Florida, $400; Holston, $500; Kentucky, $1,000; Little Eoek,

$250; Louisiana, $250; Louisville, $650; Memphis, $500; Missis-

sippi, $200; Missouri, $700; North Alabama, $1,100; :N"orth Caro-

lina, $300; North Georgia, $2,000; North Mississippi, $650; North

Texas, $200; West Texas, $500; South Carolina, $1,000; South

Georgia, $1,000; Southwest Missouri, $1,700; St. Louis, $300;

Tennessee, $1,000; Texas, $500; Virginia, $750; Western North

Carolina, $300 ; Western Virginia, $300 ; White Eiver, $300. To-

tal (without Baltimore Conference), $17,150.

A letter was read by the Secretary, tendering a free ride to

Pratt City and return, from Mrs. J. B. McClary, wife of the Gen-

eral Manager of the Birmingham Railway and Electric Company,

which was gratefully accepted.

The following report of the Committee on Resolutions was read

and adopted

:

Report of Committee on Resolutions.

Among the many graces pertaining to the Christian woman is the " wel-

coming" grace; and the ladies of First Church, Birmingham, possess this

grace in a high degree, as was fully proved to the delegates to this Board on

their arrival, for with smiling faces, w'arm hand-clasps, and words of wel-

come they received us not as strangers, but as sisters ; sent us to delightful

homes that were awaiting us—each one to the best. But the hospitalitj' of

our hostesses has not been confined to the homes, as all can testify who
have been privileged to partake of the tempting and beautifully served

lunches prepared for our use in the spacious and well-appointed dining-

room of the church; and, more than this, they have made delightful the

house of the Lord by adorning it with one of his choicest gifts, the beauti-

ful flowers. Also of our pleasure have they been mindful, for did they not

provide for us the delightful ride to beautiful East Lake? But time would
" fail to tell it all," so be it

1. Resolved, That to the Reception Committee, to our hostesses, and to all
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who have contribntetl so graciously to our entertainment and jileasure, we
extend most hearty thanks, praying God's blessing upon all.

2. That our thanks are due and hereby tendered for the invitation to

Ensley, which, out for pressure of business and consequent lack of time,

would doubtless have been accepted and much enjoyed.

3. That to Dr. Gilby Kelly, pastor of First Church, our thanks are oflFered

for his masterly sermon, and in proof of our appreciation we will light the

candle and search diligently for the lost coin until we find it. To Rev. J. W.
WoUing for his talk on Brazil, to Dr. W. R. Lambuth for his strong, soul-

stirring, and heart-searching address, filled to overflowing with wisdom and

judgment, we are debtors; also to Dr. Newman, presiding elder of Birming-

ham District, who?e kindly words and cheering presence have been an in-

spiration to all.

4. That to our beloved sister, Mrs. C. W. Brandon, who in wisdom and

goodness of heart has made and seen to the execution of such splendid ar-

rangement for the entertainment of the Board by her daughter, the North

Alabama Conference Society, we tender our humble and sincere thanks,

praying that the Father of us all will pour upon her his choicest benedic-

tions.

5. That to the choir and organist, who liave furnished such delightful

music, suggestive of the music of the heavenly choir; to the pages who flit

so gracefully about, obeying the behests of "the ladies; " and also to the aged

sexton, who, in a humbler sphere, lias done what he could for our comfort,

we say: "Thank you sincerely."

6. That the kind and courteous attention of our Publishing House in

Nashville deserves mention. We extend our acknowledgments, and hope

we may not forget its interests or cease our efforts in its behalf.

7. That we extend our thanks to the Advisory Committee of the General

Board; also to Dr. Lambuth and Mr. Holt for their kind interest in all af-

fairs of the Woman's Board submitted to them.

8. To Mr. R. L. Hawkins our thanks are extended for his painstaking

care in providing practical books for use by our auxiliary treasurers and
district secretaries.

9. We are very much gratified that our Home and Foreign Secretary has

been enabled to visit the Mexican field and some of tlie home Conferences

since the last annual meeting of tlie Board. We realize that good has come
to our work, especially from her visit to the Mexican field, and hope that

whenever an opportunity or occasion for such visitation may occur she may
take advantage of same.

10. To the railroads, who, by their courtesy in reducing rates, have made
it possible for so many to attend this annual meeting, we extend thanks.

11. Realizing the power of the press as an agency in spreading mission-

ary information, we ajjpreciate the courtesies extended this Board by the

representatives of the Daihi News, Herald, and Ledger, who have been in

daily attendance on our session.

12. Since having almost completed our work, fresh mercies have come
to us, and with grateful hearts we tender our thanks to the ladies of

Bessemer Auxiliarv for the token of love sent to the Board in the form of
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a lovely basket of flowers; and to Mrs. F. B. Daniel, of Avondale, for a

tempting basket of peaches, appealing alike to our sense of sight, taste, and
smell.

13. We appreciate the cordial invitation to visit the Piatt City mines and
prison, and regret that the Board could not, as a whole, avail themselves of

the opportunity. Mrs. S. S. Harris,

Mrs. M. a. Neill,

Mrs. E. C. Nichols.

The Board adjourned at this juncture to attend a marriage in

the auditorium, where seats had been most kindly reserved for the

body.

Ujion reassembling, Mrs. Higginbotham read a paper on "Spe-

cials." Mrs. Miisick and Mrs. Hargrove followed with short talks

on the same subject. Two verses of "From Greenland's Icy Moun-

tains" were sung.

Miss Gibson's talk on the " Value of Missionary Litei-ature, and

the Best Means of Securing Its Circulation in Our Auxiliaries, ' was
followed b}^ Bishop Wilson, who spoke words of fullest commenda-

tion of the work of the Woman's Board, emphasizing the great

value of the regular payment of ten cents a month, and the need

of great enthusiasm and rapid work for the cause of missions.

After a few earnest words from Mrs. Wightman, the benediction

was pronounced, and the nineteenth annual session of the Woman's
Board of Foreign Missions stood adjourned.

Mrs. M. D. Wightman, President;

Mrs. M. L. Hargrove, Recording Secretary.



REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES.

EXTENSION OF WORK.
Your oommittee respertfully ask that work be opened in Korea on the

basis and in accordance with the specifications submitted by Dr. C. F.

Reid, now in charge of the Korean Mission of our Cluircli in that country.

Salary of one missiimary $ 750

Purchase of lot 1,000

Building home and school 2,000

Total $3,750

The Woman's Board of Foreign ^Missions accepts the day-school in the

City of Mexico, ordered by the General Board to be tendered through its

Secretaries. The Board will endeavor to advance its interests, and will de-

pend much upon the kind help so necessary which has ever been accorded

by our General Board in the prosecution of the work committed to us.

Whereas the Carondelet Street Church Woman's Foreign Missionary

Society tenders to this Board tlie same mission school located in the Citv of

Mexico, which has Ijeen so long an object of their support and affection-

ate interest;

1. Resolved, That the trust is received with due appreciation of its impor-

tance, and will be continued in the interest of ^Mexican children, strength-

ened and enlarged as the Board may be able.

2. That the name " Keener School," by which it has been long known,

be continued, with the hope of its being in the near future a greater power

for good than ever, and meet the expectations of its founder, and ever

honor the name of oiir senior bishop.

3. That Miss Norville be transferred from Laredo Seminary and put in

charge of the school.

4. That Miss RoMan, so well and favorably known in connection witli

the school, be continued.

"5. That the Foreign 3Iissionary Society of Carondelet Street Church,

New Orleans, cast in their lot with us in the great work to which God has

called the Board, and help advance the cause by their contributions, faith,

and prayers.

6. That the Secretary of the Woman's Board of Foreign Missions forward

a copy of above preamble and resohitions to the Carondelet Street Church

Woman's Foreign Missionary Society, New Orleans, through its President,

Mrs. W. W. Carre.
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committ:^^ on extension.
1. It is recommend tliat Miss Steger come home foi' rest, if the trip to Ja-

pan does not fully I'estore her.

2. That Miss Helen Richardson be granted leave to return home, to re-

main as long as she thinks necessary. It is seven years since she went to

China, and a change of climate is desirable.

3. That Miss Gary also be granted a rest in the home land, the time of

her coming being left with herself, provided she runs no risk of health by
a too long delay.

4. That we deeply sympathize with dear Miss Rankin in her recent be-

reavement, and trust that her home-coming may be all her health needs

and her heart desires.

r 5. That the school work done in Sung Kiang during the year just closing

/""p is gratifying to the Board. Large results may be promised when the Hayes-
^ Wilkins Memorial is completed.

6. That the extension of work in the city of Soochow meets the appro-

bation of the Board, as do all evidences of growth throughout the various

mission stations.

7, That the Board aj^proves Miss Haygood's plan of building the Mc-

J Gavock Memorial on the same compound with McTyeire Home and
\^ School, as soon as a sum sufficient for the j^urpose has been secured and

plans and estimates submitted.

I

8. Tliat whatever undirected memorial funds hereafter accrue be di-

"^>, rected to the McGavock Memorial for its erection and furnishing.

\ 9. That the appropriation of $(300 for maintaining the Davidson IMemo-

^rial Bible College this year be paid from the surplus remaining after the

completion of the building.

10. That hereafter, say in another year, the outfit of missionaries to China

and Brazil be $100 instead of $200, as the facilities and speed of travel render

^ the larger amount unnecessary; and that the outfit for Mexico be propor-

tionately less.

11. That ample time be allotted missionaries for the study of the lan-

guage the first year of their stay in the field—certainly not less than

three hours a day. Should circumstances prevent sufficient study the first

year, that the missionaries continue the second year with salary and work
of the first year.

12. That the missionaries shall not turn aside from the work assigned

them by the Board, through the agent, without permission of the Board

;

and that as much as possible, in addition to school work, house-to-house

visiting among the natives, either by the Bible women under the supervision

of the missionary or by the missionary herself, l)e kept up.

13. That missionaries present iheir needs to the Board, and not to the

Cimrch at large through its periodicals, nor to societies privately without

permission of the Board.

14. That no specials 1)6 undertaken except those authorized by the

Board, and these not to interfere with appropriations made by the Board.

15. That our mission schools be used solely for the objects had in view in

their erection. Any pupils who complete the course of study in our
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schools, and wish to take a normal training in the government school, may
continue to live in the mission for two years longer for the purpose, paying

a reasonable board.

16. That Miss Littlejohn's resignation, accepted by the Boai-d, causes

deep regret, both because of her loss to the Brazil Mission, and because of

the ill-health which forced her to resign.

17. That as soon as possible her place be supplied, since the work at

Piracicaba is important and needs another assistant.

18. That Miss Lula Ross, now at home on leave, be permitted to return to

Brazil as soon as in her judgment she is well enough. As Principal of our

school in Juis de Fora, she superintends its interests, except in the matter

of finances, which Miss Perkinson will continue to take charge of All mon-
eys shall pass through Miss Perkinson's hands, and all expenditures be ap-

proved by her.

19. That Miss Glenn, now stationed at Rio, be permitted to open self-

supporting day-schools in Rio, employing a native teacher, who will be

under the direction of the missionary in charge of the school work in that

city, the missionary having general supervision of such schools, and teach-

ing the Bible in the same.

20. We request that Miss Glenn be allowed, according to her request, to

teach the Bible in a school not under the control of our Board, provided

that it does not interfere with her regular work, and does not overtax

her strength.

MISSIONARY CANDIDATES.
The Committee on Missionaiy Candidates recommend the following ap-

pointments: Miss Marj' L. Richardson, of the Southwest Missouri Confer-

ence, to Cliina; Miss Susie E. Williams, of the Pacific Conference, to China;

Miss Laura V. Wright, of the Baltimore Conference, to Mexico; Miss Nora
Smith, of the Alabama Conference, to Brazil; Miss Annie Churchill, of the

Northwest Texas Conference, to work in Mexico.

Miss Lela Johnson, of the Little Rock Conference, has been highly recom-

mended as a trained nurse, with experience in hospital practise. Her
services are very desirable, and tlie committee I'egrets the want of a suitable

opening where she could be employed.

The committee suggests that the Executive Committees of Conference So-

cieties shall be careful to recommend no one for tlie foreign field who has

not a substantial English education.

Whereas the value of our training-school has been demonstrated in testing

as well as training candidates for foreign missionary work; therefore

Resolved, That hereafter all missionary candidates, unless tliey be ex-

ceptionally qualified by practical experience as Christian workers or teach-

ers, l)e required to take the course of study prescribed in the Scarritt Bible

and Training School before acceptance by the Board.

Mrs. J. W. Humbert, Chulnnan.
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PUBI^ICATION.
The Committee on Publication recommends for consideration the fol-

iowing:

1. That 8,000 copies of the Nineteenth Annual Report, including the

Minutes, be published for distribution.

2. That 13,500 Summary Reports be published.

3. " How to Organize Adult Societies," 3,000.

4. " How to Organize Young People and Juvenile Societies," 1 ,400.

5. Adult Constitution and By-Laws, 3,000.

6. Constitution and By-Laws for Young People and Juvenile Societies,

3,500.

7. Blanks to re])ort adult organizations, 1,500.

8. Blanks to report Young People and Juvenile Societies, 1,500.

9. " Duties of Officers and Members," 5,000. We also recommend that

Mrs. John be appointed to revise this leaflet before publication.

10. Adult leaflets of each variety, 20,000.

11. Young Peoi)le's, each variety, 7,000.

12. Juvenile Society, each variety, 16,000.

13. That we have in process of preparation this year a brief life-sketch

of all the missionaries, living or dead, that are or have been employed by
the Woman's Board of Foreign Missions, said sketch to be furnished by Mrs.

I. G. John, for present edification and future reference.

14. That every possible effort be made to increase the circulation of both

the Woman's Missionary Advocate and Little ]Vorker.

15. That Conference Societies each year elect an editor whose duty it

shall be to edit a column in their Conference organ, in the interest of the

Woman's Foreign Missionary Society.

IG. That each auxiliary appoint one of its members as editor, whose
duty it shall be to write for the secular paper nearest them items from the

home and foreign field.

17. That Mrs. Butler be continued as editor of the Woman's Missionary Ad-

vocate, and Miss Barnes as editor of the Little Worker.

18. That the present assistant to the editor of the Woman's Missionary Ad-

vocate and the Little Worker be continued, and that she send out any leaflets

ordered from the Publishing House.

19. That a blank be inserted in the annual statistical report of the Sec-

retary of Home Atfairs for Bible women supported.

20. We recommend that a uniform set of books be adopted by each Con-

ference Secretary for the use of Treasurer and Corresponding Secretary of

auxiliaries; and that these books be carried to district meetings for examina-

tion; also that District Secretary's books be submitted for examination at

annual meetings. Mns. S. N. Jones, Mrs. L G. John,

Mrs. J. B. Cobb, Mrs. W. B. Higginbotham,

Mrs. La Prade, Miss L. P. Lane,

Mrs. Samuel Watson, Mrs. S. S. Harris.
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FINANCE.
The Committee on Finance recommend the following:

1. That $250 be allowed the President in prosecuting the work of tlu'

Board.

2. That the office of Foreign Secretary be a salaried office, with a s-alary

of $1,200 7:)«' annum and $250 for office expenses.

3. That $250 be allowed the Secretary of Home Affinrs for office ex-

penses.

4. That $600 be allowed for expenses of clerical help, one clerk assisting

both Foreign and Home Secretaries.

5. That $50 be appropriated for expenses of Treasurer's office.

6. That $850 be appropriated for publications ordered by the Board and

expenses of mailing same, and $150 contingent.

7. That $800 be appropriated for publisldng and mailing leaflets, and $100

contingent.

8. That $125 be appropriated for mite-boxes, and $75 contingent.

9. That the editor of the Woman's Missionary Adiocate be jsaid a salary of

$100 per month, from the receipts of the paper.

10. That $500 be paid for an assistant to the agent of the Woman's ]\fission-

ary Advocate, the same to be paid from the receipts of the paper.

11. That $750 be paid the editor of the Little Worker from the receipts of

the paj^er if possible; if not, to be paid out of the contingent fund; and that

$300 be allowed her for office expenses and traveling in the interest of the

Little Worker.

12. That the agent of the Little Worker be paid $100 from the contingent

fund.

13. That the Editor of Leaflets be paid $250, and allowed $50 for office ex-

penses. Mrs. H. N. McTYErRE, Chairman.



APPROPRIATIONS FOR 1897-98.

China.

Shanghai Diatricl.

Miss Haygood's salary § 750

Miss Hughes' salary 750

Miss Richardson's salary (contingent) 750

Miss Reynolds' salary 750

Miss Stager's salary (contingent) 750

Miss Bomar's salary 750

Miss Gary's salary (contingent) 750

Miss Sanders' salary 750

Miss Rankin's salary 750

Miss Cotfey's salar)^ 750

Clopton School 700

Day-schools 900

McTyeire Home and School 200

Woman's work 200

Shanghai, taxes and repairs. 250

Treasurer and Agent's office and itineration 50

Nantziang and Kiiding, schools 800

Nantziang and Kiiding, woman's work 60

Nantziang and Kiiding, itineration .... 50

Nantziang and Kiiding, taxes and repairs 50

Rents, incidentals, and printing 450

Contingent for Shanghai District.. . . 250

Sending out one missionary 1,100

Sung Kkmg.

School work 400

Woman's work 200

Miss Leveritt's salary 750—113,910

Soochow District.

Mrs. Campbell's salary and return trip 1,050

Miss Atkinson's salary 750

Miss Pyle's salary 750

Miss Waters' salary and return trip 1,100

Mrs. Gaither's salary 750

Dr. Margaret Polk's salary ... 750

Dr. Margaret Polk's assistant's salary 750

Miss Martin's salary. . . 750

Hospital 1,000
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Boarding-school $ 800

Day-schools " 900

Taxes and repairs 250

Contingent 250

Davidson Bible-School 600—110,450

Total for China $24,360

Extension of Work.

Korea.

To purchase lot $1,000

To building 2,000

One missionary 750—$ 3,750

Mexican Border Mission Conference.

Laredo and Saltillo.

Miss A. E. Holding's salary % 750

Miss Delia Holding's salary 750

Mrs. McClendon's salary 750

Miss L. Roberts' salary . 375

Miss E. Case's salary 750

Teachers' salaries at seminary 4,600

Matron's salary at seminary 300

Native teachers' salaries 300

Current expenses 3,000

Expense for Agent and travel , 300

Miss Park's salary 750

Insurance one year 366

Salary of new missionary and outfit and travel 750

Nuevo Laredo 300

Rent for school ("West End) 25

West End school, native teacher's salary 150

Laredo day-school and rent 400

Native teachers' salaries 400

Books 50

Carmen Cervantes' salary 150

Saltillo: Teachers' salaries 1,800

Native teacher . 150

Charity school 150

Woman's work 150

Taxes and repairs 200

Current expenses 200—$17,866

Northwest Mexican Mission Conference.

ChiJiuaJiua and Durango.

Miss Lizzie Wilson's salary $ 7-50

Miss Harper's salary 750

9
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Durango : Miss McFarren's salary $ 750

Miss Tydings' salary 750

Miss H. Carson's salary 750

Chihuahua: Teachers' salaries 1,350

Native teacher's salary 150

Current expenses 500

Charity school 150

Woman's work 150

Taxes, repairs, etc 200

Salary, new missionary 500

Durango.
Charity school 150

Woman's work 150

Teachers' salaries 1,200

Taxes, repairs, etc 250

Native teacher's salary 150

Current expenses $250— 8,900

Central Mexico Mission Conference.

San Luis Potosi and Guadalajara.

San Luis : Miss Toland's salary $ 750

Miss Blackburn's salary 750

Guadalajara: Miss A. V. Wilson's salary 750

Miss Mattie Dorsey's salary 750

San Luis: Teachers' salaries 2,000

Native teacher's salary 150

Charity school 150

Woman's work 150

Taxes and repairs 200

Guadalajara : Current expenses 500

Teachers' salaries 600

Native teacher's salary 150

Woman's work 150

Charity school 150

Taxes and repairs 250— 7,450

Extension op Work.

City of Mexico.
Rent $ 600

Fitting and furnishing 350

Salary of Mexican teacher 150

Miss Norville's salary 750

Contingent 750— 2,600

Brazil.

Petropolis.

Miss Watts' salary $ 750

Miss Stradley's salary 750

Miss Umbei'ger's salary 750
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Teaclier's salary $ 600

Itineration of agent 500

Expense in moving missionaries 225

Incidentals 200

Rent of house for kindergarten 500

Piracicaba.

Miss Alice Moore's salary 750

Miss Smith's salary. 500

Taxes and repairs 200

Sending out one new missionary 940

Juiz de Fora.
Miss Ross' salary and return trip 950

Miss Perkinson's salary 750

House rent 1 ,000

Teacher's salary , (iOO

Miss Sliaffer's salary 750

Incidentals 200

Rio de Janeiro.

Miss Elerding's salary 375

Miss Bowman's salary 750

Miss Glenn's salary 750

Woman's work 300

House rent for day-school 1,500

Incidentals 200—$15,090

Indian Mission.

Anadarko and Fort Sill.

Teachers' salaries I 900

Matron 300

Assistant matron and seamstress 150

Laundry and cook 400

Indian help 100

Industrial teacher and interpreter 300

Food 650

Clothing 600

Fuel 200

Taxes, repairs, and incidentals 500

Camp-work and Miss Brewster 200

Miss Brewster's salary 500

Rev. J. J. Methvin 700—$ 5,500

Summary.
China $24,185

Mexico 37,116

Brazil 15,090

Indian Territory 5,500

Contingent 6,000

Korea 3,750

Total $91,641
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CONSTITUTION, BY-LAWS, ETC.

CONSTITUTION OF THE WOMAN'S FOREIGN MISSION-
ARY SOCIETY.

Article I. This Society shall be called the "AVoman's Foreign Mission-

ary Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South."

Art. II. The objects of this Society shall be to enlist and to unite the

efforts of women and children in sending the gospel to women and children

in foreign lands, on our border, and among the Indian tribes of our own
country, through the agencj^ of female missionaries, teachers, physicians,

and Bible-readers. The missionaries, teachers, physicians, and Bible-read-

ers employed by the Woman's Board shall he subject to the appointing

power of the bishop iiaving charge of the mission field in which they labor.

Art. III. The work shall be accomplished by organizing societies in each

charge, and Conference Societies in eacii Conference, and shall be controlled

by an executive body to be known as the " Woman's Board of Foreign

Missions."

Art. IY. The Board shall consist of a President, a Vice-President, two

Secretaries (one to administer the foreign, the other the home affairs of the

Society), a Treasurer, a Recording Secretary, and six managers (to be elected

quadrennially by the Woman's Board at the annual meeting next succeed-

ing the session of the General Conference), and the Corresponding Secre-

taries, or alternates, of the Conference Societies. The Secretaries of the

Board of Missions shall be honoiary members of the Woman's Board.

Art. V. The operations of this Woman's Board shall be conducted in

connection with the Board of Missions and subject to its advice and ap-

proval. When appropriations are made, the funds shall be sent in such

manner and to meet such purposes as the Woman's Board shall direct.

Art. VI. The Woman's Board shall meet annually to determine what
fields shall be occupied, the number of persons to be employed in each, and
to estimate and appropriate the amount necessary for the support of tlie

missions under its charge. A majority shall constitute a quorum to transact

business at the annual meetings; five shall be a quorum for monthly or

called meetings. The transactions of the monthly or called meetings shall

be subject to the approval or disapproval of the ensuing annual meeting.

The Woman's Board shall, within thirty days after its annual session, send

to the General Board a full account of its operations and plans, to be con-

sidered and, so far as necessary, acted upon by the General Board ; and a

sufficient summary of such report of the Woman's Board shall be published

as a part of the annual report of the General Board, in order to ]iresent to

the Churcl) a complete statement of what we are doing ir Missions.

Art. VII. The Woman's Board shall have authority to establish and
maintain a Bible and training school under its auspices control, and man-
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agement, for the education of missionaries and other Christian workers,

provided that the collections of this Society shall not be used for said school

except such as may be specially given for that purpose.

Art. VIII. The funds of this Board shall be derived from private efibrts;

from membership, life and honorary membership fees; from devises and

bequests, and from public collections only at meetings appointed in behalf

of the Society.

Art. IX. The President shall preside at all meetings, and countersign all

orders on the treasury. In her absence the Vice-President shall preside,

and in the absence of both a chairman shall be appointed pro tern.

Art. X. The Foreign Secretary shall conduct the correspondence and at-

tend to the legal business of the foreign field, prepare the annual report,

publish quarterly a statement of the condition of the work, and give all

orders on the Treasurer. The Foreign Secretary shall reside where the

Board of Missions is located.

Art. XI. The Secretary for Home Affairs shall conduct the con-espond-

ence with the societies, attend to the legal business of the same, and furnish

for publication quarterly and annual statements of the work under her

charge.

Art. XII. The Treasurer shall hold the funds of the Board in safe de-

posit, which deposit shall be made by her as Treasurer, subject to authenti-

cated drafts. She shall furnish annual and quarterly reports, to be pub-

lished with those of the Foreign Secretary, and her accounts shall be au-

dited by the Treasurer of the Board of Missions. The Treasurer shall re-^

side where the Board of Missions is located.

Art. XIII. The Recording Secretary shall keep the minutes of all meet-

ings in a permanent record, and obtain the signature of the President as

approved.

Art. XIV. An Auditor shall be elected to audit the accounts of the So-

ciety.

Art. XV. When vacancies occur in the interval of the annual meetings,

the Board shall fill said vacancies until the next annual meeting.

Art. XVI. Three of the six managers shall be members of any one of

the auxiliary societies at the place where the Board of Missions is located,

and the remaining three shall represent severally the eastern, the southern

and the western sections of the Church.

Art. XVII. Every school or hospital established by the AVoman's Board

of Foreign Missions shall send reports (such as are made to the Woman's
Board) to the District and Annual Conferences within whose bounds such

school or hospital may be situated. The auxiliaries may send reports to the

Quarterly Conferences of the charges with which they are associated.

BY-I<AWS OF THE WOMAN'S BOARD OF FOREIGN
MISSIONS.

]. The President and Corresponding Secretary of the Conference Society

in whose precincts the annual meeting of the Woman's Board of Foreign

Missions is to be held, after consulting with the executive officers of said
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Board, shall fix the date of meeting and arrange for anniversary exercises.

If for any cause it should become necessary, in the interim of the annual
meetings of the Woman's Board of Foreign Missions to change the place se-

lected to hold the next annual meeting, it can be done by consent of the

executive officers and managers of the Board.

2. The traveling expenses of officers and managers and returned mission-

aries to and from the meetings of the Board shall be paid from the treasury.

3. The opening exercises of each annual meeting of the Woman's Board
of Foreign Missions shall be held the evening before the regular business

meeting commences.

4. The officers and managers of the Woman's Board of Foreign Missions

shall nominate the standing committees.

5. Whenever the interest of the work demands it, the Foreign Secretary

shall call a meeting of the Board to provide for emergencies that may arise

during the intervals of the annual meetings. A secretary shall be elected,

and in the absence of the President and Vice-President the members shall

appoint a chairman at each meeting. In case of the absence or illness of

the Foreign Secretary, the Secretary of Home Affairs shall call these meet-

ings.

6. No new work shall be projected and no monej' outside of the con-

tingent fund shall be appropriated at these meetings.

7. The Foreign Secretary shall present to the called meetings of the

Board all applications received by her from missionary candidates.

8. The minutes of these sessions shall be presented by the Foreign Sec-

retary ^ the Board in annual session.

9. The editors of the Woman's Missionary Advocate and Little Worker and

the Treasurer of the Memorial Fund shall be elected quadrennially.

10. The by-laws may be amended by a two-thirds vote.

EuLES OF Order.

(a) Each session shall open and close with devotional exercises.

(h) All resolutions shall be presented in writing.

(c) Ladies shall rise when they address the Chair.

(d) No member shall leave the room without the permission of the Chair.

Order of Business

For Opening Business Sessions of Annual Meetings of Woman's Board of Foreign

Missions.

. 1. Eoll-call.

2. Reading minutes of opening session.

3. Report of Local Board.

4. Announcement of standing committees.

5. Presentation of plans and estimates for foreign work, and papers to be

referred to committee.

6. Miscellaneous business.

Order of Business

For Regular Daily Sessioiis.

1. Roll-call.

2. Reading of minutes.
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3. Reports from standing committees.

4. Reports from special committees.

5. Miscellaneous business.

CONFERENCE SOCIETIES.
A Conference Society should be formed by the election of a President,

Vice-President, Corresponding Secretary, Recording Secretary, Treasurer,

and a Secretary for each district.

These shall be appointed in the first instance by the Annual Confer-

ence, or a convention called for the purpose of organizing, and elected

thereafter at the annual meetings by ballot. After organization, a Confer-

ence Society shall consist of the officers named above and a delegate from

each society.

By-Laws.

Section 1. The executive officers shall constitute a committee to transact

business in the intervals of the annual meetings. Three shall constitute a

quorum. A reserve shall be elected to attend the meetings of the Woman's
Board of Foreign Missions in the absence of the Corresponding Secretary.

In all cases care must be taken to send the reserve properly accredited.

Tlie duties of the reserve shall cease upon the adjournment of the Board.

If the reserve elect can not attend, another can be appointed by the Presi-

dent and Corresponding Secretary.

Sec. 2. The President (or Vice-President) shall preside at all meetings of

the Conference Society and of the Executive Committee. The President

shall countersign all drafts on the treasury for necessary Conference ex-

penses.

Sec. 3. The Corresponding Secretary shall conduct the correspondence of

the Society with the auxiliaries, and shall herself (or through the District

Secretary, as she may direct) supply them with such missionary matter as

she may obtain for gratuitous distribution. It shall be her duty to use all

practicable means for the organization of auxiliaries, and forward ])romptly

reports of organization and number of members to the Secretary for Home
Affairs. She must send promptly quarterly reports to the Secretary for

Home Afiairs on the 20th of June, September, December, and March ; also

an annual report, giving all statistics in full the la^t quarter preceding the

annual meeting of the Woman's Board of Foreign Missions. She shall

sign all drafts on the treasury.

Sec. 4. The Recording Secretary shall give notice of all meetings of the

Conference Society and of the Executive Committee, and keep the minutes

of the same on record.

Sec. 5. The Treasurer shall receive and keep on deposit all funds of the

Society, keeping an account with each auxiliary, and submitting the same
annually to the auditor. She must send reports promptly on the 20th of

June, September, December, and March, to the Treasurer of the Woman's
Board of Foreign Missions, therewith transmitting all the funds in the

treasury. She must keep an account of the expenses of the Conference

Society, and send the same with her quarterly report to the Treasurer.
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An itemized copy of said reports must be furnished the Conference Corre-

spondiuii Secretary.

Sec. (3. Tlie District Secretary shall organize auxiliaries, and use every

available means to promote the advancement of the Woman's Foreign Mis-

sionary Society in her district. She (or a representative appointed hy her)

shall present a report of the work at the District Conference, and shall

hold an annual meeting in the district (composed of delegates from auxil-

iaries), and an all-day meeting whenever practicable. If the Conference

Corresponding Secretary so direct, the District Secretary shall conduct the

correspondence with auxiliarie-^, and send a quarterly report to the Con-

ference Corresponding Secretary, and a ropy of the same to tlie President

of the Conference Society. It shall be her duty to do all in her power to

obtain subscribers to tlie Woman^s Missionary Advocate, and see to the col-

lection of the contingent fund for Conference expen!^es.

Sec. 7. Conference and Auxiliary Societies shall not project new work in

the mission fields.

Sec. 8. Conference Societies shall provide a contingent fund for defray-

ing necessary expenses, which, if insufficient, may be Siipplemented from

the treasury.

Sec. 9. The regular dues of the auxiliary societies, ad\dt and juvenile, also

funds contributed to make life-members, honorary members, and life-pa-

trons, shall not be devoted to specific work.

Sec. 10. The funds, outside of dues collected within the auxiliaries to the

Woman's Foreign Missionary Society, Adult or Juvenile, shall not be di-

rected to any specific work, without obtaining the consent of the Woman's
Board, and with the understanding that such work is in accordance with

the plans of this Board.

Sec. 11. Credit shall not be given nor vouchers accepted by the Treasurer

of the Woman's Board for funds that have not been paid into the treasury

of the same.

Sec. 12. If during the year an office becomes vacant by death, resigna-

tion, or removal, the Executive Committee shall fill this vacancy.

Sec. 13. In those Conference Societies where tlie number of delegates

to the annual meeting is so large that their entertainment has become bur-

densome and expensive, the Society is accorded the privilege of arran-

ging its own basis of representation.

AUXII^IARY SOCIISTIES.

Any number of women may form an Auxiliary to the Conference So-

ciety in any charge or circuit, by appointing a President, two or more Vice-

Presidents, a Corresponding Secretary, a Eecording Secretary, and a Treas-

urer; these constituting a Local Executive Committee. Auxiliary Societies

shall report to the Secretary for Home Affairs until Conference Societies

may be formed in the Annual Conference where they are located.

How TO Organize Auxiliary Societies.

Whenever any number of ladies can be convened for the purpose, let the
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work be brought before them by the pastor or some lady, urginii the claims

of the Woman's Foreign Missionary Society; then organize by ajapointing a

chairman and secretary pro tern.

Let one or more ladies pass around with slips of paper to secure mem-
bers. The chairman shall then call for a nominating committee prelimi-

nary to the election of officers. When the report of the nominating com-
mittee is adopted the officers are elected.

The Constitution and By-laws provided for Auxiliaries should then be

read and adopted. The time for holding the monthly meetings may be de-

termined, and subscribers oljtained to the Woman^s Missionary Advocate.

As soon as organized, the Corresponding Secretary of the Auxiliary shall

fill a blank report of organization, and forward to the Conference Corre-

sponding Secretary.

Constitution and By-Laws.

Printed for Information and Use in the Organization of Auxiliaries.

Article 1. This Society shall be called the " Woman's Foreign Missionnry

Society of , auxiliary to the Conference Societj' of the Metho-

dist Episcopal Church, South."

Art. 2. The object of this Society shall be to aid Christian women and
children in the evangelization of women and children in our mission fields,

and to raise the funds for this work.

Art. 3. Any person paying a regular subscription of ten cents a month
may become a member of this Society ; and any person contributing five

dollars })er quarter for one year, or twenty dollars at one time, may be a

life-member.

Art. 4. Meetings of the Society for Ijusiness and communication of intel-

ligence shall be held once a month. The anniversary of each Society shall,

if practicable, be held in March, at which time the reports of the Corre-

sponding Secretaries and Treasurers shall be read, and officers of the ensu-

ing year be elected by ballot. The delegate and the reserve to the annual

meeting of the Conference Society shall be elected by ballot at the same
time.

By-Laws.

1. It shall be the duty of the President to preside at all the meetings of

the Society, and to advance its general interests.

2. It shall be the duty of the Vice-President to perform the duties of the

President in the absence of that officer, and to aid in devising means for

the efficiency of the Society.

3. It shall be the duty of the Corresponding Secretary to conduct the

correspondence of the Society. It shall also be her duty to send quarterly

reports not later than the 1st of June, September, December, and March, to

the Conference Corresponding Secretary, or the District Secretary, as the

Conference Secretary may direct. She (or the appointed agent) shall bring

up the claims of the Woman's Missionary Advocate at every monthly meet-

ing, and try to obtain subscribers.

4. It shall be the duty of the Recording Secretary to keep a record of
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the proceedings of each meeting, and to provide the pastor with written

notices of meetings.

5. It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to collect the dues of members
and to hold in trust the funds of the Society, keeping a l:)ook account, and
remitting to the Conference Ti-easurer not later than the 1st of June, Sep-

tember, December, and March; also at the same time to furnish the Auxil-

iary Corresponding Secretary a statement of amount remitted. Collectors

may be appointed to assist the Treasurer.

6. There shall be a committee of three to provide misr^ionary reading for

monthly and quarterly meetings.

7. (Jnce each quarter, if practicable, a public meeting shall be held, when
reports of the work shall be read, addresses given, and every effort made to

increase general missionary intelligence and zeal, as well as earnestness in

the special work of the Society.

8. Each member of the Society shall try to induce others to become
members, and do what she can to add to the interest, remembering in

prayer her Society, its workers, its missionaries, schools, etc., connected with

the general work.

9. If an otfice becomes vacant by death, resignation, or removal, such va-

cancy must be filled as soon as possible.

10. Order of exercises for monthly meetings: (1) Devotional exercises;

(2) reading and approval of minutes; (3) report of Corresponding Secre-

tary; (-1) report of Treasurer; (5) report of Literary Committee; (6) mis-

cellaneous business; (7) report of what each member has done for the So-

ciety during the month
; (8) adjournment.

YOUNG PEOPI^E'S AND JUV:eNII,]B SOCIl^TlieS.

Constitution.

Article 1. This Society shall be called .

Art. 2. Its objects shall be to aid the operations of the Woman's For-

eign Missionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South; to in-

crease contributions ; to cultivate piety, systematic giving, and to increase

missionary intelligence.

Art. 3. Its officers shall be a President, two Vice-Presidents, a Corre-

sponding Secretary, a Recording Secretary, and a Treasurer.

Art. 4. The Society shall be under the superintendence of a Lady Mana-
ger, who shall be elected by the Adult Auxiliary where the two Societies

exist; otherwise by the Juvenile Society. It shall be the duty of the Lady
Manager to assist and encourage the Society to advance the cause of Mis-

sions in accordance with the general rules governing the Auxiliary Socie-

ties, and in no case advocating any action independent of the Conference

Society.

Art. 5. Every nieml:)er of the Society must be pledged to contiil)ute five

cents monthly.

Art. 6. Any one may become an honorary member of the Society by the

payment of five dollars, or a life-member by the payment of ten dollars.
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By-Laws.

1. It shall be the duty of the President to preside at all the meetings of

the Society, and advance its general interests.

2. It shall be the duty of the Vice-President to perform the duties of the

President in the absence of that officer, and to aid in devising means for the

efficiency of the Society.

3. It shall be the duty of the Corresponding Secretary to conduct the

correspondence of the Society. It shall also be her duty to send quartei'ly

reports, not later than the 1st of June, September, December, and March, to

the Conference Corresponding Secretary, giving the status of the Society.

A copy of this report shall be sent to the District Secretary.

4. It shall be the duty of the Recording Secretary to keep a record of

the proceedings of each meeting, and to provide the pastor with written

notices of the meetings.

5. It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to collect the dues of the mem-
bers, and to hold in trust the funds of the Society, keeping a book account,

and remitting to the Conference Treasurer not later than the 1st of June,

Septeml)er, December, and March ; also at the same time to furnish the Aux-
iliary Corresponding Secretary a statement of amount remitted. Collectors

may be appointed to assist the Treasurer.

INSTRUCTIONS TO MISSIONARIES.

1. All missionaries in the employ of the AVoman's Board of Foreign

Missions must work under the advice and approval of this Board, and con-

form to the general j^lan of work in the mission to which she is appointed.
" Every school or hospital established by the Board sliall send reports

(such as are made to the Woman's Board) to the District and Annual Con-

ferences within whose bounds such scliool or hospital may be situated."

2. To secure organization and unity in the mission field every mission-

ary of the Woman's Board is expected to work under the advice and in

harmonious relation with the agent appointed over that part of the field to

which she has been assigned, through whom she will receive all instruc-

tions and all funds, and send quarterly and annual reports to the Foreign

Secretary of the Woman's Board.

3. Every missionary is authorized to conduct tlie internal attairs of her

department as she thinks best suited to the surroundings, to secure good

results; provided always that her plans are in harmony witli the general

plans of the agent in charge of her district, and meet the approval of the

Woman's Board.

4. Before sending their annual reports the missionaries of the Woman's
Board, and the wives of missionaries engaged in work for this Board, must

hold an annual meeting to consider plans and estimates ; and these, with

the annual reports of the work, must be forwarded promptly l)y the agent

to the Foreign Secretary. All the representatives must, if i)0ssible, attend

this meeting to consider and compare methods of work in their several de-

partments.
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5. All donations received for the work must be mentioned in the annual

rejiorts.

(). The action of the Woman's Board will be communicated to the agents

officially by the Foreign Secretary of the Board.

7. Missionaries must not involve the Society in any expense the esti-

mate of which has not been submitted to and approved by the Board in

annual session.

8. Under no circumstances shall new work be opened without the con-

sent of the Woman's Board. Missionaries are not permitted to make pub-

lic or private appeals for funds to aid in support of their work without the

knowledge and approval of the Board, and such appeals must be made
through the Foreign Secretary of the Board.

9. ]MedicaI missionaries must keep itemized accounts of receipts and dis-

bursements, sending quarterly and annual reports of the same to the For-

eign Secretary of the Board. Such receipts may be used by them for need-

ful expenses in their work. If there is any surplus, it must be placed in the

treasury in the field, and accredited as receipts arising from the practise of

medical missionaries. The medical outfit is the jiroperty of the Board.

10. If a missionary in the employ of the AVoman's Board, or an ac-

cepted candidate, evinces any unfitness for the work, the agreement may l)e

canceled, and, after giving her three months' notice, she may be recalled by
the Board. Her expenses home will be paid, provided she returns within

the time specified.

11. In order to conserve health and strength every missionary is advised

to so arrange her work as to allow every year at least one month of vaca-

tion, in which there shall be a cessation of regular work, and which shall

be spent, if possible, away from her station.

12. Should a missionary desire her expenses paid to return home for any
other cause than that of jU health, she must in everj'^ case give her rea-

sons, and obtain leave of absence from the Woman's Board through the

agent in charge of iier field.

13. Missionaries must give their entire time and attention to their legiti-

mate work, as ample salary to meet their temporal necessities is paid them
by the Board.

14. A missionary who is at home to rest and to recover health will not be

expected to take up any public work for three months after reaching the

home land, and for three months before returning to the mission field, but

she will be expected to be present at the first annual meeting of tlie Board
after her arrival home. Her expenses to and from the place of meeting

will be paid by the Board.

15. The duties of onr missionaries for the first year in the field must be

so arranged that the greater part of their time may be given to the study of

the language, and their salaries for that year shall be five hundred dollars.

Medical missionaries are not included in this provision.

16. Every missionary employed by the Woman's Board is required to

comply with the above conditions, and to remember always her promise

given under head of " Questions to Missionary Candidates," No. 16.



CONSTITUTION, BY-LAWS, ETC. 143

MANUAI, FOR MISSIONARY CANDIDATES AND FOR
MISSIONARIES.

This manual is intended for those who desire to engage in missionary

work under the Woman's Board of Foreign Missions, Methodist Episcopal

Church, South. It is intended to serve instead of so many written and ver-

bal inquiries, and it is presumed that candidates and missionaries will care-

fully read its contents.

Qualifications.

The same general qualifications are requisite which arc considered con-

ditions of success at home: a sound physical constitution, intellectual abil-

ity; practical experience; adaptation to all circumstances and to persons

of all classes; a cheerful, hopeful spirit; persistent energy in carrying out

the plans of the Board—all controlled by a singleness of purpose and devo-

tion to the cause of Christ. Facility in acquiring a foreign tongue is a val-

uable qualification, also a practical knowledge of domestic work is almost

a necessity.

Requirements of Missionary Candidates.

1. The papers of a missionary candidate must be presented first to the

Corresponding Secretary of the Conference Society in which she resides in

time to be forwarded to the Foreign Secretary not less than three months before

the annual meeting of the Woman's Board. The Conference Executive Com-
mittee nmst seek a personal acquaintance with the candidate, and know
something of her character and history, before her papers are forwarded to

the Secretary of the Board.

2. The papers must be references froui the pastor and Sunday-school su-

perintendent of the church in which the candidate holds her membership;
from the President of the college where she was educated, and where she

has taught; also from persons who have had good opportunities for know-
ing the candidate, her acquirements, cajiabilities, and Christian character.

The candidate herself must write her application to the Board, giving a

brief history of her life; telling her age, place of residence, where educated,

for whom and where she has taught, her religious experience and motives

for wishing to enter missionary service. She should state particularly

whether she has a sound constitution, and the condition of her health at

the time; also any facts about herself which might prevent her accept-

ance.

3. She must furnish a health-certificate from a competent physician, and
answer satisfactorily the questions under that head. It is important that

she be examined by a specialist for the ear, eye, throat, and lungs; and
also secure a certificate from him of the soundness of these organs.

4. In the case of a medical missionary, in addition to the usual testimo-

nials, she must secure certificates from the professors of the medical college

in which she has taken the course.

5. The age of the candidate must not be less than twenty-five years nor

more than thirty-five. Superior qualifications and circumstances may jus-

tify a deviation from this rule.

6. The testimonials of a missionary candidate may be summed up as fol-
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lows: health, education, capabilities for teaching, executive and financial

ability, with a jjeneral fitness for the work, and a consecrated purpose.

These are essential qualities in mission work.

7. No candidate will be accepted unless she will promise to give five

years of service to the Woman's Board from the time she reaches the field,

unless her health should fail. She must sign an agreement to this effect:

" If I voluntarily leave the service of the Board for any other cause than

ill health, before the expiration of five years, I promise to refund to the

Board the amount paid for my outfit and traveling expenses." This does

not imply that her obligation for service ceases at the end of five years, but

that she is bound for tliis length of time to refund the amount of outfit and
travel if she leaves the work before the time expires. She must give six

months' notice to the Board of her intention to leave the work, or forfeit

her salary for that length of time.

8. Her preferences for a field will be considered, but it is expected that

she will acquiesce in the decision and judgment of the Board.

9. Every candidate is required, to come before either the committee in

Nashville or before the Woman's Board in annual session.

10. If a candidate has been accepted or recommended for acceptance by

the committee in Nashville, it is not necessary for her papers to come be-

fore the Committee on Missionary Candidates at the Annual Meeting.

11. After her acceptance the candidate must consider herself under the

guidance of the Board in the interim of her departure for her appointed

field.

12. The traveling expenses of a candidate are paid from her home to the

mission field. A sutficient sum is granted for her personal outfit. Her
salary does not begin until she reaches her field of labor. The salary

of a missionary is not to be regarded in any sense as compensation for labor

performed, nor is it giaded to suit the different abilities of the individuals,

as in the ordinary business occupations of life. The amount received by
the missionary is supposed to be what is necessary for her support while in

the field. Compensation for this service will be found in the privilege of

teaching the truth as it is in Christ to tlie Gentiles.

Questions to Candidates.

(Questions to be copied, and answers to be written opposite.)

1. Do you feel that your heart is moved by the Holy Spirit to take upon

you the work of a foreign missionary?

2. (a) Are you a meml)er of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South?

(6) How long have you been a member?
3. Do you subscribe to the doctrines of this Church?

4. Is it your desire and intention to make the work of Foreign Missions

your life-work?

5. Are you willing to go to any field ?

6. Have you had experience in Christian work?
7. Have you a good English education?

8. (a) Have you studied any ancient or modern language?

(6) Do you acquire such with ease?
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9. Have you taught school; where, and with what success?

10. Can you teach music, vocal or instrumental?

11. (a) What is the condition of your health?

(6) Are you predisposed to any physical weakness?

12. What is your age?

13. (a) Have you ever applied to other Mission Boards or Societies?

(6) Were you refused, and for what cause?

14. Have you ever married? If so, is your husband living?

15. Will you promise to keep the following conditions: "If you labor

with us in the Lord's vineyard, it is needful that you should do that part of

the W'Ork which we advise, at those times and places which we judge most
for his glory?"

16. Do you agree to conform to all the requirements of the Woman's
Board while in its service?

Certificate of Health.

(Questions to be copied, and answers to be written opposite by tlie examining physician.)

1. How long have you known this person?

2. Has your acquaintance been such as to enable you to know particular-

ly of her health and physical tendencies?

o. Are her habits active or sedentary?

4. (a) Has she had the usual diseases of childhood?

(6) Have they affected her constitution in any way?
5. Has she had any serious illness, local disease, or personal injury? J

so, of what nature, how long since, and has she entirely recovered from it?

6. Has she been successfully vaccinated?

7. Have her grandparents, parents, brothers, or sisters ever had mental

derangement, nervous diseases, pulmonary complaint, heart difficulties,

scrofula, or any serious disease tending to shorten life?

8. Is she subject to any physical weakness, or diseases peculiar to

women?
9. Are her eyes in a healthful condition?

10. Has she any tendency to deafness?

11. Is her health strong and vigorous at this time?

EXTRACT FROM BISHOPS' ADDRESS, GENERAL CONFER-
ENCE OF 1894.

The Woman's Foreign Missionary Society during the sixteen years of its

existence has proved itself a most valuable agency in widely disseminating

information, arousing interest, and sending forth consecrated and compe-

tent workers in behalf of Foreign Missions. Its property in mission fields

is valued at $220,000. It has 37 missionaries, 103 teachers and helpers, 52

schools, 2,793 pupils and women under instruction, 7 Bible women, 1 hos-

pital, and 2 medical missionaries. In the sixteen years since its organiza-

tion it has collected $791,913. Tlie good women are doing genuine mission-

ary work, without cost to the General Board or diminishing of its resources

We commend the holy fervor and judicious administration of our sisters

10
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This is a distinct, but not independent, organization. Its constitution

connects it by three links with our general economy: "The mission-

aries, teachers, physicians, and Bible-readers employed by the Woman's
Board shall be subject to the appointing powers of the bishop having charge

of the mission field inwhich they labor." "The Secretaries of the Board

of Missions shall be honorary members of the Woman's Board." " The oi)-

erations of the Woman's Board shall be conducted in connection with the

Board of Missions and subject to its advice and approval." This last pro-

vision has not yet been carried into full effect. We believe it important for

the harmonious and efficient management of our whole missionary work
that the Woman's Board, soon after its annual sessions, should send to the

General Board a full account of its operations and plans, to be considered,

and^ so far as necessary, to be acted upon; and that a sufficient summary
should be published as a part of the annual report of the General Board, in

order to present to the Church a complete statement of what we are doing

for Missions. The preacher in charge of a circuit or station in a foreign land

is happy if he have a helper in a woman's school. It builds up his congre-

gations and Sunday-schools, and furnishes a corps of intelligent and willing

workers in the Church. How deeply it concerns him that the spirit, teaching,

and methods of the school shall be scriptural and Methodistic! He is the

spiritual adviser and guide. The pastorate and school should work to-

gether In mutual sympathy and confidence. Every school should send re-

ports to the District and Annual Conferences within whose bounds it

is located. By these means there will be a due correlation of forces,

each supporting the other, and all working to a common end.

The ScarfvItt School.

The Woman's Board, under authority given by the General Con-

ference, has established the Scarritt Bible and Training School at Kan-

sas City, Mo., for the education of missionaries and other Christian

workers. The gift of the ground, and of $25,000 toward the building

fund, by the late Rev. Nathan Scarritt, D.D., gave such an impetus to the

work, and the Woman's Society was so energetic in prosecuting it, that

a building suitable to the purpose was erected at a cost of $50,000, and
is adequately equipped and furnished, and the present endowment
amounts to $50,000. The institution is in successful operation, and
promises to meet the ends sought—namely, practical instruction in the

study of the Bible and drill in methods of teaching it, the study of the

history of Missions and of the different mission fields, and practical

training in city missionary work, industrial schools, and nursing, which

may both fit and test the missionary candidates before entering on

their work.

FROM MINUTES OF GENERAL BOARD OF MISSIONS,
MAY, 1894.

Bishop Hendrix tendered the report of the committee to which had
been referred the report of the Woman's Foreign Missionary Society.

The report of the committee was adopted as follows:
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"Your committee to whom was referred the statement of the Woman's
Foreign Missionary Society submit the following for the action of the

Board of Missions:

"1. Rcsolred, That we are grateful for the divine blessing which has

so graciously attended the work of the Woman's Foreign Missionary

Society during the sixteen years of its existence, and we rejoice in the

results which have attended the labors of the 62 missionaries and the 103

foreign and native teachers in their 52 schools in China, Mexico, Brazil,

and the Indian Territory; we commend the zeal which has contributed

$889,261 for the equipment and maintenance of their work, and congratu-

late our sisters upon their acquisition of valuable school property worth

$220,000, aside from the Bible and Training School, which represents

over $100,000 more.
"2. That to render operative the provision of the constitution of the

Woman's Foreign Missionary Society, that their work shall be in con-

nection with the Parent Board and subject to its advice and approval,

there shall be created a standing committee of three members of the

Parent Board, who shall consider and report on all matters relating

to the work of women in the mission field and to the Woman's Foreign

Missionary Society, referred to it by the Board.
"3. That the Woman's Foreign Missionary Society be requested to

make to the Parent Board, at its annual meeting, a full statement of

their actual and projected work for consideration and for publication

in the annual report.

"4. That the Principals of the several schools of the Woman's Foreign

Missionary Society be requested to furnish a report of their schools and

their other missionary work to the District and Annual Conferences

within whose bounds they are located,. for publication in the Minutes of

said Conferences. E. R. Hendrtx,

C. G. Andrews,
H. Bishop."

WOMAN'S MISSIONARY ADVOCATE.
The Woman's Missionary Advocate is the official organ of the Society.

The editor is elected quadrennially by the Woman's Board of Foreign

Missions. This paper is published monthly. The address of the Editor

and Agent is: Mrs. F. A. Butler, Publishing House of the M. E. Church,

South, Nashville, Tenn. Terms, 50 cents per annum, in advance.

LITTLE WORKER.
The Little Worker is the juvenile paper issued by the Woman's Foreign

Missionary Society. Editor, Miss Annie Maria Barnes, Duluth, Ga.

Terms, 25 cents per annum, in advance.

LEAFLETS.
Mrs. A. W. Wilson, Editor and Publisher, 1819 Bolton Street, Balti-

more, Md. Leaflets can be obtained from Miss Lena Freeman, Agent of
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Little Worker and Leaflets, Publishing House of the M. B. Church, South,

Nashville, Tenn.; also from the Conference Corresponding Secretai'ies.

PUBLISHING COMMITTEE.
Mrs. S. C. Trueheart, Chairman; Mrs. W. G. E. Cunnyngham, Mrs. I. G.

John, Mrs. J. D. Hamilton, Mrs. P. A. Sowell.

MEMBERSHIP AND SCHOLARSHIP PAYMENTS TO THE
WOMAN'S FOREIGN MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

The payment of ten cents a month for adults, and five cents a month
for juveniles, constitutes a member for one year. Twenty dollars con-

stitutes a Ufe-mcmhcr ; ten dollars a juvenile life-member. One hun-

dred dollars will make an honorary life-member. Three hundred dol-

lars will make an honorary life-patron.

Forty dollars supports a scholarship in China. One hundred dollars

supports a scholarship in Mexico. Sixty dollars supports a Bible woman
in China.

FORM OF BEQUEST.
I hereby give and bequeath to the Woman's Foreign Missionary So-

ciety of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, incorporated under the

laws of the State of Tennessee, $^ or , to be paid or conveyed to

the Treasurer of the Woman's Board of Foreign Missions (the executive

body of the Society), whose receipt therefor shall be acquittance to my
executors.

FORM OF DEVISE.

I hereby give and devise absolutely and in fee simple to the Woman's
Foreign Missionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South,

incorporated under the laws of the State of Tennessee, the following

real estate: [adding such description as shall fully identify the partic-

ular real estate intended.]

Note.—Prompt notice of bequests and devises should be given to Mrs.
S. C. Trueheart, Acting Foreign Secretary, Woman's Board.

The Woman's Foreign Missionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal

Church, South, was incorporated January, 1879, in the city of Nashville,

according to the laws of the State of Tennessee. The five incorporators

were: Mrs. D. H. McGavock, Mrs. Amelia T. McTyeire, Mrs. Martha
Whitworth, Mrs. Ella Lupton, Mrs. S. R. Manier.

PERIODICALS RECOMMENDED FOR REFERENCE AND USE
IN SOCIETIES.

Revieto of Missions, Publishing House of the Methodist Episcopal

Church, South, Nashville, Tenn.
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Missionary Review of the World, 18 and 20 Astor Place, New York.

Wornan's Work for Women, and Our Mission Fields, 53 Fifth Avenue,

New York.

Life and Light for Women, Congregational House, Beacon Street, Bos-

ton, Mass.

Heathen Woman's Friend, Miss P. J. Walden, 36 Bromfleld Street, Bos-

ton, Mass.

Missionary Herald, American Board.

Missionary Link. W. U. M. S.

Spirit of Missions, Episcopal.

Lutheran Missionary Journal.

Helping Hand, Baptist.

Woman's Missionary Advocate, Mrs. F. A. Butler, Publishing House of

the M. E. Church, South, Nashville, Tenn.

Little Worker, Miss Annie Maria Barnes, Duluth, Ga.

The Evangel, Scarritt Bible and Training School, Kansas City, Mo.

Woman's Work in the Far East, published quarterly, Shanghai, China.

Report of the Missionary Conference, London, 1888.

Maps of China, Brazil, and Mexico, prepared by the Woman's Board

of Foreign Missions, are for sale at the office of the Woman's Missionary

Advocate. Price, on paper, $1.10; mounted on cloth, $2.10. Address Mrs.

F. A. Butler, Publishing House of the M. E. Church. South, Nashville,

Tenn.

"Mission Studies." A Brief Sketch of Missions in Many Lands. By
Mrs. F. A. Butler. 12mo. Price, $1; postage, 10 cents.

"A Circuit of the Globe." By Bishop C. B. Galloway. Price, $1;

postage, 10 cents.

"Matouchon: A Story of Indian Child Life." By Miss A. M. Barnes.

Price, $1; postage, 10 cents.

The above publications may be had by sending orders to Barbee &
Smith, Agents, Publishing House of the M. E. Church, South, Nashville,

Tenn.



INDEX.
Page

Annual Statistical Report of the Secretary of Home Affairs 68
Appropriations ior 1897-98 128
Auxiliary Societies 138
Brazil Mission Conference 50
By-Laws of the Woman's Board of Foreign Missions 135
Central Mexico Mission Conference 44
Certificate of Health 143
China 11

Conference Corresponding Secretaries 4

Conference Societies 137
Constitution, By-Laws, etc 134
Expenses of Office of Home Atiairs 92
pjxtension of Work 1 23

J
Extension 124

'^ Extract from Bishops' Address, General Conference of 1S94 .
'.

.

.

145
Finance 127
Form of Bequest 148
F(3rm of Devise 148
From Minutes of Geneial Board of Missions, May, 1894 146
Instructions to Missionaries 141

Leaflets 99, 147
Little Worker 92, 99, 147

Membershii) and Scholarship Payments 148
Memorial Fund Ill
Memorials 116
Mexican Border Mission Conference 28

^ Mexico 28
Minutes of Meetings of the Local Board 9,5

Missionaries Employed by tlie Board Since It Was Organized 132
Missionary Candidates 125, 143
Missionary Candidates and Missionaries, Manual for 143
Nineteenth Annual Meeting 75
Nineteenth Annual Report 5
North America 63
Northwest Mexican Mission Conference 39

\j Officers and Managers of the Woman's Board of Foreign Missions. ..... 3
Official Minutes 79
Periodicals Recommended for Reference and Use in Societies 148
Publication 126
Publishing Committee 148
Questions to Candidates 144
Report of Foreign Work 11

Report of Mrs. J. D. Hamilton 92
.Report of the Secretary of Home Affairs . 81

Reports of Standing Committees 123
"Resolutions 120
Sao Paulo District 50
Scarritt Bible and Training School 100
Sessions of the Woman's Board of Foreign Missions 2

Shanghai District 11

Soochow Distric;t 21
South America 50
S atistics of Foreign Work 7

Summary of Receipts from Conference Societies 74
Summary of Statistics 67
Treasurer's Report for 1896 97 70
Woman's Missionary Advocate 99, 147
Work Among the Indians 63
Young People's and Juvenile Societies 140






