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I take pleasure in coming to you at this t.Gde with the 

welcome news that the Eerdmans Publishing Company has at last 
completed the work on Vol. III ( Isaiah-Malachi) of the WBC 
and that this volume will be released tomorrow, September 26. 
This is the information written to me by Bill Eerdmans a few 
days ago, and it is without equivocation this time. Indeed we 
have waited a long time for Vol. III, almost a year from the 
first promised date of release. It has not always been easy to 
exercise patience, especially when I had sold upward of 1000 
copies of this volume and deposited the orders with Eerdmans. 
However, while there have been many inquiries of late concern
ing the rea~on for delay actually everyone has been remarkably 

nsiderateo Naturally there was nothing that I could do to 
speed up the publication. Repeated protests at the delay were 
unavailing. An overload of work was the reason given for the 
failure to release the volume earlier. 

I wish to take this occasion to express to each one of 
you my most sincere congratulations on the splendid work you 
have done and the valuable contributions you have made to the 
WBC project. We can now thank God unitedly that we have the 
full seven volume set of the Wesleyan Bible Commentary. This 
has been a ten year project but the results have more than com
pensated for the time, money, work, prayers and even worries at 
times that have gone into the WBC project. The reviews have been 
consistently good to excellent and users of the commentary have 
expressed enthusiasm over it. 

The Eerdmans Company report that they have invested more 
than 200 thousand dollers in the project. The spir¢1.ing cost 
of production forced them, Bill Eerdmans informed me recently, 
to increase the price of the WBC volumes from $8.95 to $9.95. 
This may appear regrettable but of course we all know well the 
inflationary situation in which we are trying to live and operate. 
Then, too, when the quantity, not to mention the quality, of the 
volumes of the WBC is considered this $9.95 price is not unreason
able. A single volume of the WBC has well over twice the amount 
of material as the average commentary that may sell for $6.00 to 
$7.00 dollars per volume. Actually each page contains approximat
ely 800 words. Thus a 600 page volume contains approxiitlately 
480,000 words. However, this situation is somewhat amelJorated 
by the fact that Eerdn1ans have put a special 11 full set 11 price 

(seven volumes) on the WBC at $62,50, 'I'hua it will bo seen that 
i~ th@ ~CHlffi@fttafY i@ pureha§od by the set it will be just slight
ly less than the original price of $8.95 per volume. I shall con
tinue to sell the WBC in full sets at $6.00 per volume, but will 
have to charge $6.50 per individual volumes to break even. of 
course all standing orders with me as of this date will be at the 
original prices. 

I am assuming that all of you have received your royalty 
checks from Eerdmans for 1968, as also the editorial royalty 
checks which I sent to the Editors. Otherwise please inform me. 

I am enclssing herewith a copy of the report ?f Ot¥(~~r~9(,,tR?c1j,·~ 
cordially yours in Christ 'tt{a""'l:W.ca~ef"i 
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