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There is evidently great inequality in the present life between the condition of the righteous and 
the wicked, between those who serve God, and those who serve him not.  In the present world, 
the servant of Christ is frequently doomed to poverty & compelled to labor & toil to procure the 
means of (?), while the ungodly man lives at his ease, and enjoys all the pleasures that wealth can 
procure.  Here the humble Christian is sometimes misrepresented, reproached, and frowned out 
of society, while the most flagrant transgressor escapes without punishment, and lives in the 
confidence of his fellow men.  The Man of God is often treated with cold indifference by the silken 
sons of vanity while some fortuitous circumstance has exalted a monster in human form to the 
highest honors that the world can afford. 
This State of things is in perfect accordance with the ultimate designs of the gospel.  While the 
pleasures of sin are but for a season, the afflictions of the righteous will work for them a far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory—correction is not for strangers but for children. 
No affliction for the present seemeth to be joyous but grievous, nevertheless in the final result it 
guildeth the peaceable fruits of righteousness to those who are exercised thereby 
The time will soon arrive when God should indicate his justice, and throw off the cloud of gloom 
which hangs over the dispensations of his providence in the present life and then shall he render 
to every man a just recompense of reward. 
While the children of disobedience shall be driven from the presence of God and from the glory 
of his power, the servants of Christ will be put in possession of these unfading honors which shall 
constitute then Kings and Priests in the Kingdom of God.  For if any man serve me says Christ him 
will my Father honor.”  In the discussion of this subject we shall call you attention, 
I.  To a few reflections on the character of Christ 
1. The Being who claims our service in the text, is the second person in the adorable Trinity, and 
ever was, and always will be, equal with the Father, in existence, in essence, and in attributes.  
Hence he is said to be eternal, omniscient, omnipresent, immutable and omnipotent, possessing 
all power in heaven and on earth.  By the Psalmist he is called God, by the Prophet Isaiah the 
everlasting Father---By St. Luke the Lord of all and St. Paul declares that he is over all God 
blessed forever---It is said by Moses, that in the beginning God created the heavens and the earth, 
and yet we are told by the Apostle that Christ is the creator of all things in heaven and on earth, 
whether they be (?) or ominous principalities or powers, all things were created by him and for 
him, and he is before all things and by him all things consist.  As the proper object of all religious 
worships he receives the homage of angels and of men---Grace  mercy and peace are frequently 
implored of Him in the New Testament in connection with the Father, and the Holy Spirit—When 
St. Stephen is stoned to death, he addressed himself to the Son of God saying Lord Jesus receive 
my spirit, and could we hear the anthems of heaven, we should hear the triumphant Song, 
Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power and riches and wisdom and strength and 
honor, and glory and blessing for ever and ever.  We might enlarge upon this feature of our 
subject, but enough has been said to answer our present purpose.  The attributes, the titles, the 
works, and the honors of Christ prove him to be a Divine Being, at whose name every knee 
should bow, of things in heaven and things in the earth, and that all men should honor the Son 
even as they honor the Father. 
2.  Previous to the incarnation of Christ he had existed from all eternity as the eternal Son of God.  
If man had never existed or existing had never fallen, or fallen had never been redeemed the 
second person in the Holy Trinity had never assumed the name of Jesus, or Christ, or Mediator, 
but entering upon the glorious work of mans redemption he performs new offices, assumes new 
titles, and sustains a new character in the exercise of which he is the Saviour of mankind.  The 
Eternal Sonship of Christ has been illustrated by a distinguished Devine in the following 



language, “If the fountain had existed from everlasting, its natural state, from everlasting it must 
have flowed.  Had the Sun so existed so it must have shown.  Had the mirror so existed, so it must 
have reflected whatever was before it.  The Son of God therefore is no voluntary effect of the 
Father’s power & wisdom, like the created universe, which once did not exist, and might never 
have existed, and must necessarily be confined within the bounds of time and space: He is the 
natural and necessary and therefore the eternal Son of God, the boundless overflow of the 
eternal fountains of all existence and perfection, the infinite splendor of the eternal Saviour, the 
unshattered mirror, and complete and adequate image in whom may be seen all the fullness of 
the Godhead. 
3.  Where Christ assumed the nature of man his perfect humanity and supreme Divinity were 
mysteriously united in the same person.  Behold the blessed Saviour in Bethlehem of Judea, born 
of a woman, born in a stable and laid in a manger, but mark the circumstances of grandeur which 
denote his divinity, a star announces his birth, and angels sing his natal song---At the age of 
twelve years we find him in the Jewish temple in the character of a little boy and there 
confounding the doctors with his questions and replies---When he stood at the grave of a 
departed friend, we behold weep like a man, and then saying Lazarus come forth like a God—
Where he approached the barren figtree he hungers like a man, and then withered the green tree 
by a simple word like a God—During a raging storm on the Sea of Tiberius he lay in the hinder 
part of the ship and slept like a man, but being called upon by the mariners he awoke & rebuked 
the wind like a God.  
Having wrought a stupendous miracle at Lysteria he went up into a mountain to pray like a man, 
but in the fourth watch of the night he approached his disciples walking upon the Sear like a God.  
Behold on the crop he bleeds and suffers like a man, and then opened the gates of Paradise to the 
penitent thief like a God---Follow him to the sepulcher and see him cold in death like a man, but 
on the morning of the third day, he burst the bars of death and cam forth like a God---After his 
resurrection he ate with his disciples like a man, and then led them out to Bethany and ascended 
to heaven like a God.  Hence says the Psalmist God is gone up with a shout, the Lord with the 
sound of a trumpet---sing praises unto God, sing praises.  Sing praises unto our Kind sing praises 
4.  The hypostatic union of Christ qualified him for the various parts of his mediatorical 
undertaking 
(1) As a perfect man representing the human family, he renders obedience to the violated law of 
God, but his divine nature alone gave virtue to his sinless life, for if man had learned the law 
honorable by the most punctilious observance of its requirements, yet he could never have met 
its penal sanctions without suffering the vengeance of eternal fire.  But the Lord Jesus Christ 
having as God and man united in the same person he was competent to satisfy the claims of 
Devine justice. 
(2) Hence as a man he suffers, bled, groaned & died, but his death was rendered meritorious only 
by virtue of Supreme Divinity.  Justice having no claim upon Him, and being the Lord of all, and 
the Father of the spirits of all flesh, there was a value in his death sufficient to purchase salvation 
for a lost and perishing world.  Were it not for the blood of Christ we should be (?) in the Shades 
of despair 
(3) Having assumed our nature and endured the sufferings and infirmities of Humanity he was 
prepared to sympathize with his people under their various trials and afflictions in the present 
life; but as the Great Mediator of the New Covenant possessing unlimited power, he can pardon 
the guilty, comfort those that weep and mourn, call up the dead from the silent grave, and exalt 
his people to those mansions of rest prepared for the finally faithful. 
Such a mediator therefore as we find in the character of Christ is admirably suited to the moral 
condition of man.  In the glorious place of salvation mercy and truth meet together, 
righteousness and peace feed each other. 



5.  Since his ascension to heaven he will continue his official character as the Great Mediator 
between God and man until the gospel shall be preached to all nations, he will then make his 
second and final visit to this lower world---But o how unlike will then he be to the babe of 
Bethlehem 
II.  The service which Christ requires. 

1. We should remember that he has an unrivaled claim upon our service as our creator, our 
preserver, and our Redeemer. 

2. We should serve him according to the requirements of his word.  All scripture is given by 
inspirations and is profitable for doctrine, reproof, correction and instruction in 
righteousness, that the man of God may be thoroughly furnished unto all good works--- 

According to the plain course of duty laid down in this Book, the first great step in the divine life 
is repentance—a godly sorrow for sin, and a sincere desire to obtain the favor of God.  When the 
prodigal Son had wandered from his fathers home, and exhausted his fathers money in (?) living, 
he said how many servants of my fathers have (?) enough and to spare &C. 
When the penitent enquirer shall realize the grace of true repentance, he is not from the 
kingdom of heaven---that kingdom which is righteousness, and peace, and joy in the holy Ghost.  
The next step in the divine life is faith in Christ, a sure trust and confidence which a man hath in 
God, that through the merits of Christ, his sins are forgiven, and that he is reconciled to his favor.  
When the humble penitent shall approach the throne of grace, in the name of Jesus Christ, and 
look up with unshaken confidence in his atonement his load of guilt will be removed, his heart 
will be filled with peace and he will fell the witness of the spirit he  
When he has been thus adopted into the family of God, he is then required to lead a holy life 

3. We servants of Christ should fulfill the duties of their relative position in society. 
4. We should continue faithful in the service of Christ until death.  He that endureth to the 

end the same shall be saved. 
III.  We shall notice in the last place the promises contained in our text. 

1. This promise does not refer to the honors of this world.  Learning, conquest, and wealth 
are honors of men of the world, but holy obedience to Jesus Christ is generally contemned 
& despised by the children of disobedience. 

2. But if any man serve Christ he will be honored with the friendship of God. 
3. The Servant of Christ will be honored in the hour of death—When heart and flesh shall 

fail, God will be his strength and his portion forever. 
4. The Servants of Christ will be honored in the day of judgment.  The judge will say to them 

in that eventful day come ye blessed of my Father, they will there fly home to heaven to 
receive the undying honor of the glorious city and palace of their King.  They will be 
honored with the society of saints angels 

 
Inferences 

1. We learn from this subject that the honors of the world greatly surpass the honors of the 
world 

2. We learn from this subject that proud men will finally be abased. 
3. We should be encouraged from this subject to seek the honors which come from God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



I. The divine origin of the Christian Religion should be tested by its success & perpetuity 
II. The folly of opposing the cause of X without waiting to ascertain its true character. 
III. The reasonableness of the advise given in the text 
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1. We should remember that he has an unrivaled claim upon our service as our creator, our 
Preserver, and our Red 
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