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James IV. 7 Submit yourselves therefore to God 

The epistle of Saint James is written in a very laconick style, containing a great many important truths 
embraced short, but comprehensive sentences. Thereby they greatly assist the memory in treasuring up 
a knowledge of those duties which should be practiced in the Christian life.  Our text ^enjoins one of 
those ^ important duties which is expressed in a few words, but weightly and comprehensive in its 
meaning and should rest with great impressiveness upon the mind of all who desire to come unto the 
government of Gods, and obtain the rewards of his kingdom hereafter- 

In the explanation of this subject we shall, 

I. Show how we should submit to God___ and 
II. Why we should do so  

I. In the first place we should show how we should submit to God 
1. We commence by observing that we should submit to his authority.  Because 

the Lord reigneth the whole earth should rejoice_ God is the creator and 
preserver ^of all things in heaven and in earth, his kingdom therefore ruleth 
over all As a righteous sovereign he has revealed a code of laws for the 
regulation of our conduct towards God, towards ourselves, towards our families 
and towards our neighbors_ 

2. We should also submit to the gracious influences of the Holy Spirit_ This is the 
great agent employed by the Almighty to reprove the world of sin, of 
righteousness and a judgment to come &c 
To the influences of this divine spirit we should submit. A rejection of this agent 
will lead to the most fearful consequences_ Therefore we are told that the spirit 
of the Lord shall not always strive with man_ We are commanded to grieve not 
the Holy spirit 

3. We should submit ourselves to God in his providential dispensations_  Our 
circumstances in the present world are various .  Our submission to God should 
be voluntary, universal & constant 

II. We shall show why we should submit to God _ 
1. Because he is great & good 
2. Because of our relationship to him_ 



3. Because it will secure our happiness_ 
4. Because of the punishment which will inevitably follow the crime of 

nonsubmission_ God will punish his enemies 
Conclusion 

1. This subject should lead us to enquire whether we have submitted to God__ 
2. It should produce conviction upon our minds_ 
3. It should regulate our conduct 
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