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ST. FRANCIS, SOCIETY, AND THE ULTIMATE ORDER

Christianity is a creative process which maintains continuity

with a historic past. Its followers at any given period may derive

genuine advantage from case studies of historic figures who have

helped to fashion the rehgious present. Francis of Assisi, after

seven hundred years, continues to repay the interest and to stimu-

late the devotion of numerous Christians, Catholic and Protestant.

They rediscover in his principle of renunciation the liberating

powers of a larger life.

The more obvious aspects of St. Francis' devotion to the ideal

of poverty have been widely popularized. The profoundly far-

reaching character of his renunciation has not always been properly

appreciated. It is glibly recounted that he refused property holding,

individual or in common, for himself and for his followers ; that

he advocated mendicancy as well as labor; and that he found in

wealth and money the roots of far-flung evil. What is often for-

gotten is that poverty in Francis' thinking went deeper than the

disavowal of any particular type of acquisitiveness. It demanded
the full surrender, bodily, spiritually, and, in fact, totally of those

who felt called to a complete service of Christ's ultimate ideals.

Francis' poverty has often been represented as involving dis-

possession of an economic nature only. As a result, he has been

made to appear an impractical dreamer, an ignorant fool, or, at

least, an idealistic nuisance who has only further confused the

already grave issues of a beleaguered world. Some "reasonable

minded" moderns have seen in him a demented sensationalist.

There are social enthusiasts who have claimed him as the progenitor

of their modern social reforms. All of this tends to obscure the cen-

tral fact ; namely, that Francis was a thoroughly medieval man,

and that he committed himself in fully surrendered loyalty to the

ultimate program of the Divine to which present-day Christians

have an equally grave obligation.
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Total renunciation was Francis' special means to a greater

liberty in serving the ultimate way of life. Modern Christians

nominally support that same way but actually deprecate it as a

part of Jesus' impracticable idealism. Many Christians deplore

what they call the "economic naivete" of a well-meaning Bible

literalist. They do not understand or prefer not to observe his

uncompromising attachment to the ideals of Christ which they skill-

fully rationalize into convenient desuetude. Francis made no de-

mand that others espouse poverty unless they felt specially called

to it. There is little reason to believe that he expected more than

a few to follow it unconditionally. He accepted it for himself as

the symbol and means of his special vocation in the service of

God and men. He believed himself peculiarly called to announce

God's ultimate Kingdom of Life, which should incorporate fully

those ideals which Christ had renounced his all to promulgate.

The burden of Francis' message, therefore, does not lay upon

Christians today the responsibility to give up all private property,

ft does demand that they acknowledge prior obligations to a realm

of being sui)erior to the one unto which they accommodate their

lives and for wliich they compromise their religious convictions.

That means clearly enough that they follow^ Francis and his Christ

in living now an increasing measure of the ideals to be consummated

in God's transcendent society of the future. Few Christians fully

enjoy the prospect of such an absolute commitment. Most of them

prefer *a more "realistic" Christianity, suited less to the demands
of an ultimate order than to the compromises required by "modern

civilization."

Now there is a criticism ordinarily brought against an escha-

tologist like Francis, who believes actively in a transcendent king-

dom yet to come. He is regularly stigmatized as one who sur-

renders all concern for current social improvement in favor of a

misty attachment to a supernatural order of God's bringing. This

is just what Francis did not do. Like many other Christian leaders

of whom moderns are almost equally uninformed, he was led by his

very loyalty to (jod's future kingdom to incorporate Christ's world-

moving ideals into the social life of the present. Instead of par-

alyzing social action he thus found the true springs of humani-

tarian service. His faltering steps followed in the way of his

adored Christ. He refused, like Jesus, to let the past dictate the

status of his present. He followed the Master in striving to re-

create his share of the present imder the exacting eye of God's

future.

Anyone who dares to dispute the social effectiveness of such

a way of life which is prompted by a more than merely humani-
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tarian passion has only to consult the record of the Franciscans.

They did not at their best place an artificial social consciousness or

an exalted humanism at the head of their banner. They placed first

the love of God and of his ultimate kingdom ; then loved their

neighbors with the absolute self-abnegation which such surrender

to the Divine always demands. The result was a sacrificial ministry

of constructive pacifism, economic unselfishness, and social reno-

vation which modern Christians are wary of reproducing. Because

the Franciscans' first loyalty was to a world-transcending order of

existence, they were impelled to aid their fellowmen in prepara-

tion for its sure advent. The results of their ministry were the

characteristically social transformations which invariably stem from

devotion to a superhuman cause. It is a matter of simple record

that the healing of human ills and the elevation of the human
spirit, which they achieved as the by-product of their loyalty to

the more than human, have never been surpassed—if indeed they

have ever been equalled—by a self-conscious and exclusive dedica-

tion to human betterment.

The ideal of poverty continues to elicit the scorn of those

unimaginative souls who pride themselves on being practical and

realistic. They contemptuously reject Francis as "no economist."

However, the most secularized Christian must admit that there may
be some worths which transcend those of contemporary economics.

The Povercllo was, and still remains, a "voice crying in the wilder-

ness"—a true Christian prophet of transcendent values. As such,

he elicits a continuing and, perhaps, even a growing response in

generations subsequent to his own.

Francis never claimed to make the service of any current society

or of its interests the major purpose of his life. He devoted him-

self unreservedly to that higher practicality and to that superior

realism which inheres in Jesus and in his Kingdom. His attach-

ment to those absolute ideals of Christ yet to be actualized made
him the social blessing that he was. Renunciation emancipated him
for loyalty to that larger life which ought to be and which, in

God's own time, will be. He was all the more consecrated by his

faith in the ultimate to the needs of the world which now is.

He welcomed poverty as the symbol of that dedication which

interests itself in the present but transcends this existence with

an immeasurably greater life. Renunciation was the key to that

experience of Christ in the Gospel which gave itself for contem-

porary humanity, but always for divine ends. Those purposes tran-

scended anything solely human or merely current. Christians have

at times dreamed of creating a social order so cumulative in its

developments that considerations of a superhuman and supernat-
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iiral future may safely be dispensed with. But there lingers in

Christian tradition the stubborn conviction of Francis that every-

thinjr here should sing of pilgrimage and exile. Perhaps the Pove-

rello best serves our day l)y his insistence that humanity must

broaden its cosmic outlook ; that Iniman cooperation, with all of its

real imjiortancc. must subordinate itself to the divine leadership of

the Ultimate Kingdom.

Tn an age of growing secularism and of economic totalitarianism,

Francis sounded a note of independence for Christianity and for

the Church. Christianity was. once more, to be the religion of

Christ. Its values were to be centered upon God in his redemption

of man. individual and social. The Church was to be served as the

only institution which could provide a community of love, and

which could dispense the sacramental graces of the Divine. By such

means, man was ministered to in his pilgrimage to the true King-

dom of God. Poverty freed the PovereUo for joyous service to all

of God's children and to the Kingdom, which was to be their true

home.

Tn our age, when even the Church seems tottering upon the edge

of capitulation to the secular and to the coercive. Francis may well

have a word about true Christian liberty. He may even suggest

the urgency of something more vital than an economics which is

modern or a culture which is totalitarian. If that should ever

come to be, his naive association of Poverty, Peace, and Love would

take on new significance. His emphasis upon renunciation could no

longer be dismissed as a misguided and impracticable idealism. His

message might even be found to be in some measure, what he pro-

claimed it ; namely, an invocation of Jesus' ministry to humanity

through that which is divine.

vSocial i)rogress would then need to be sought and supported by

the fullest energies with which man's age-long history has endowed
him. Rut the initiating power and the consummating resources of

the ultimate order would not be lost sight of. The Christian Church

could then recover its independence of all things secular through

its dedication of everything temi~)oral to transcendent ends.

Christendom can afford, at whatever cost, to consecrate itself,

and humanity with it. to those eternal purposes which Francis

served. The only true social program for the present, as well as for

the future, will thus be insured.

The attachment of Francis for Jesus was manifestly something

more than the naivete of a simple peasant. He glimpsed the inex-

haustible riches of an ever-living spirit. The Little Man employed

defective exegesis of the Scripture. He had a temperamental in-

capacity which would have unfitted him for the critical method,
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even had it existed. Nevertheless, he understood the real Christ. He
found the uncompromising Jesus and the triumphant Lord. Our
world boasts of great, comprehensive knowledge. However, that

world may not be able to fraternize with the free spirit of Christ

until it learns, with Francis, to take the Master seriously instead of

reserving for him its lip service.

The Bible which Francis loved and through which he discovered

Jesus was one to be felt and lived, as well as to be heard and read.

He learned from it what the most rigid scholarship ought to dem-

onstrate and what critical acumen alone cannot grasp. He discov-

ered that the Bible is a way open to life, not the history of the

dead ; it is a high adventure still in the process of fulfillment, not

an episode that is closed ; it is the inbreathing of the divine spirit,

not the relaxation of despair. Our age cannot well accept in toto

the biblical approach of the Poverello. It can well afford to inhale

with him the real, inescapable vitality of the Book.

Francis' conception of the Church embraced the largest aspects

of human life. He welcomed gladly its institutional power and dis-

cipline, but he saw in it even more joyously the everlasting com-
munity of those dedicated to God throughout the ages. His un-

wavering faith in it as the undefeated and invincible agency of

God's salvation, as the timeless society of God's redeemed, holds

inspiration for any age. He was an obedient son of the Roman
Church. His living challenge and warm companionship are not

limited to that communion. His true catholicity, his self-effacing

love, and his inflexible loyalty to Christ's absolute demands are

the heritage of all Christians. Such must be the animating qualities

of all who would know the unity of participating fellowship with

God and his saints.

Our world ought certainly to have surmounted some of the

tragic weaknesses and the manifold incapacities of the Poor Man
of Assisi. It has surely not risen to his appreciation of man's place

in the wholeness of God's universe. Perhaps the mastery of sci-

ences and the multiplication of techniques do not spell true wisdom.

May it be that what Francis discerned of life's ultimates—of God,

His Son, His Bible, His Church, and His World—may actually

be instructive to people so sophisticated as we? It may be that we
shall learn, after all, the secret of Francis' power. Our world may
yet discover through renunciation the true riches of the divine

fullness ; it may one day pass through the doors of love and hu-

mility into the glories of God's peace.

Ray C. Petry, Assistant Professor

of Church History.
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SYMPOSIUM ON MODERN RELIGIOUS PROBLEMS

On March 20 and 21, the School of Religion sponsored a

symposium on Modern ReHgious Problems as part of the celebra-

tion of the Duke Centennial year. A larger number of the alumni

of the school returned for this occasion than have ever been to-

gether since its founding. The general attendance throughout the

two days was excellent. Several hundred ministers and other

friends came from surrounding states, North Carolina, Virginia

and Soutli Carolina being especially well represented. The ad-

dresses maintained a high order of excellence. It is impossible to

give full details of the program, but the address of Bishop Ivan

Lee Holt is being given almost in full since it deals especially with

problems of the section in which the School of Religion is located.

It will be of interest to alumni to know that at the Centennial

Celebration proper on April 22, the Centennial Fund Committee

announced gifts to the University during the Centennial jieriod of

almost five million dollars.

The Program

March 20

Monday Afternoon, 2:30 o'Clock, Page Auditorium, West Campus
Dean Elbert Russell, Presiding

Prayer: Dr. David A. Scanlon, Pastor Emeritus, First Presbyterian

Church, Durham.

Welcome : William Preston Few, President, Duke University.

Problems of the Modern Pastorate: Dr. Allan Knight Chalmers, Pastor,

Broadway Tabernacle, New York City.

The Implications of the Madras Conference: Dr. Edward Donald
Grant, Executive Secretary, Executive Committee of Religious

Education and Publications, Presbyterian Church in the LTnited

States.

Discussion

Monday Evening, 6:00 o'Clock. Informal Dinner, University Union.

Monday Evening, 7:30 o'Clock, Page Auditorium, West Campus.
President William Preston Few, Presiding

Prayer: Reverend A. Jarvis Hobbs, Presiding Elder, Durham District.

The Preacher Looks at the Church : Dr. George Arthur Buttrick,

President, The Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in

America.

Christianity and the State in the Twentieth Century: Canon Charles

Earle Raven, Regius Professor The University of Cambridge,
England, and Canon of Ely Cathedral.
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March 21

Tuesday Morning, 9:30 o'Clock, Page Auditorium, West Campus.

Bishop Clare Purcell, Presiding

Bishop, Eighth Episcopal Area, Methodist Episcopal Church, South.

Prayer: Dr. Ira D. Knight, Pastor, First Baptist Church, Durham.
The Problem of Christian Union: Dr. Charles Clayton Morrison,

Editor The Christian Century.

Recent Progress in Christian Union: Dr. Harlan Paul Douglass, Editor

Christendom.

Contemporary Religion in the Southern States: Bishop Ivan Lee Holt,

Bishop, Sixth Episcopal Area, Methodist Episcopal Church, South.

Discussion

Tuesday Afternoon, 1 :00 o'Clock, Alumni Luncheon, University Union.

Reverend G. R. Stafford, Presiding

Tuesday Afternoon, 2:30 o'Clock, Page Auditorium, West Campus.

Bishop William Walter Peele, Presiding

Bishop, Seventh Episcopal Area, Methodist Episcopal Church, South

Prayer : Dr. Stanley C. Harrell, Pastor, Main Street Congregational

Christian Church, Durham.
Contemporary American Religious Thought: Dr. Robert Lowry Cal-

houn, Professor of Historical Theology, Divinity School of Yale

University.

Contemporary European Religious Thought: Dr. Emil Bunner, Visit-

ing Professor of Christian Doctrine, Princeton Theological Semi-

nary.

Discussion

Tuesday Evening, 7 :00 o'Clock, Formal Dinner, University Union.

Dean Elbert Russell, Presiding

Bishop Holt's Address

Speaking on the subject Contemporary Religion in the Southern

States, Bishop Holt said :

We are not interested now in origins or histories ; we are con-

cerned in this address with the present situation and the status of

religion in the South. The religious census of 1926 shows 232,000

churches and 55,000,000 church members in America. Of these

44,000,000 are over thirteen years of age. Among both white and

colored populations approximately fifty per cent of the men be-

long to churches and seventy per cent of the women. In the sec-

tion of the South east of the Mississippi River, about sixty per

cent of the adult population belongs to the church, and in the sec-

tion west of the Mississippi River, about fifty per cent.

In a further study of the figures, we find that a large percentage

of the members in southern denominations resides in the country
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and in small towns. Approximately sixty-five per cent of the mem-

bership of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, is rural; ap-

proximately seventy-five per cent of the members in the Southern

Baptist Church is rural ; of the Negro Baptist, sixty per cent re-

sides in small towns or the ct)untry. Of the Presbyterian churches

in the South, about sixty per cent will be found in larger towns.

Of the Protestant Episcopal churches in the South, about eighty

per cent will be found in urban centers. The Disciples of Christ

are represented by a conser\ative group known as the Church of

Christ and by a more liberal group. Of the liberal group, approxi-

mately fifty per cent of the members is in urban centers, whereas

eighty per cent of the members of the Church of Christ resides in

small towns and the country. Of the numerous small denominations

to l)e found in the South, most of the churches are located in small

towns and the country.

A further study of the census reveals some interesting facts

about the training of ministers. Through the South, sixty-five

per cent of the ministers has no college or seminary education. In

four southern States, it is true that more than seventy-five per cent

of the ministry has no college or seminary training. Among the Ne-

gro ministers, only fifteen to twenty per cent has either college or

seminary training. These figures are given for the Protestant

churches. The Roman Catholic church has a much higher per-

centage of trained ministers ; in the South this percentage of

trained Catholic priests will run from eighty-five to ninety per

cent.

In an interpretation of these figures, we note these facts

:

( 1 ) The population out of the church is very large. This is true

even in the Bible Belt of the Old South.

(2) Thit gain in membership o\er the gain in population is very

slight.

(3) The proportion of population in the churches is not much
larger than in some other sections of the nation.

(4) The church in the South is largely a rural church because

there are few large cities.

(5) The Baptist and Methodist churches are much larger than

others.

(6) The percentage of educated clergy is lower than anywhere

else.

When one seeks to understand attitudes that are not revealed

in statistics, he finds liberalism, conservatism, and superstition in

the South. While the South is more conservative than other sec-

tions of the country, there are outstanding liberal leaders. The
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Southern Baptist Church has furnished some of these leaders

;

on the faculty of the Seminary at Louisville have, for a generation,

been scholars of liberal sympathies. Recent elections to the Epis-

copacy have been bringing into the leadership of the Protestant-

Episcopal Church in the South some able Liberals. In the Disciples

Church, there has come a definite break between Liberals and Con-

servatives. The Methodist Church has maintained its connection

with the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America ; in

Vanderbilt University, and later in Duke. Emory and Southern

Methodist Universities, it has had liberal theological faculties re-

sponsible for the training of its young ministers. The Presbyterian

Church has, through its history, furnished the South with some of

its ablest and most liberal religious leaders.

The southern churches are, however, usually conservative in

both their theological and social views. The Southern Baptist Con-

vention has no affiliation with the Federal Council of the Churches

of Christ in America. The Presbyterian Church in the South has

withdrawn from the Federal Council. The small denominations

are. with practically no exception, fundamentalists in every sense

of the term.

In the Methodist Church, an efifort was made, sixteen years

ago, to write a Methodist creed to which all ministers must sub-

scribe. The efifort did not succeed because the Methodist Church

has never had a distinctive creed. In the General Conference,

where it was discussed, there seemed to be strong support for the

conservative statements in the proposed creed.

At a recent session of the Southern Baptist Convention an

overwhelming majority voiced its opposition to the union of Prot-

estant churches. In the Presbyterian General Assembly, there is

usually a bitter debate over economic and social issues ; it was
largely on the ground of its conservative attitude in such issues

that the assembly voted to withdraw from the Federal Council.

Among the smaller denominations, the attitude is not only con-

servative but reactionary.

Among the uneducated, there is superstition everywhere. It is

found in Negro churches. Perhaps the most extreme form of super-

stition is among the Gullah Negroes ofif the coast of South Caro-

lina and on the coast. There voodoo magic is mixed with Christian

teaching in an amazing way. I have come across superstition in

white churches also. In a southern state, I found a minister who
was making a fair profit by selling to parishioners lots in the New
Jerusalem.
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Among the small denominations, there are many churches where

there can be witnessed all of those emotional reactions of barking

and jerking and rolling and speaking with tongues, which char-

acterized the Kentucky revival at the beginning of the last century.

Of course, churches of this type are found all over the nation and

are not peculiar to the South.

It would be a mistake to characterize southern religion as

liberal, conservative or superstitious. All types of theology are

found, and it is interesting to speculate on the influence of the

P^arthian theology on southern religious opinion. It does not yet

exercise a great influence in the South because it has not been

widely discussed. If it becomes known it may bring strong support

to many conservative groups. Controversies that grew out of new
scientific discoveries or the historical study of the Bible or the

social gospel have been unknown among numbers of the more

conservative people in the South. Those great discussions have

left many southern people unchanged in their attitudes, because

they have passed them by.

A discussion of religion in the South would not be compre-

hensive, if it did not call attention to the loyalty of people to their

churches and to the devotion of ministers to their tasks. There

is an earnestness among preachers and laymen which one does

not find in other sections of the country. A visitor from another

area is often surprised by the attendance at services of worship.

This earnestness must not blind us, however, to certain problems

which we face. These problems, I want to list and discuss :

(1) The failure to reach the unchurched. This problem is

not primarily a southern problem. I mention it first because we
in the South have too often comforted ourselves with the thought

that our people are religious. Almost half of the people in the

Old South is outside of our churches. The statement is frequently

made that sixty per cent of the children in Protestant families re-

ceives no moral or religious instruction. Were it not for the new
denominations in the South an even larger percentage of the under-

privileged would be out of our churches.

(2) The rapid growth of new and sometimes fanatical religious

movements which take the field of the older churches. There are,

of course, psychological reasons for this rapid growth, but I am
persuaded that an economic situation is largely responsible. I have
recently made an extensive trip through one of our southern

states. Large landowners in the state have brought their renters

into lowns and cities to be cared for by government relief. These
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people will have nothing to do with the churches to which the land-

owners belong. Among them, the new churches grow rapidly.

(3) The inability to aid in the solution of economic and social

problems. I was in a state in the deep South where a small group

was discussing the responsibility of the church for economic con-

ditions. A minister of an influential church made this comment

:

"I have been here for twenty-five years and I am sure we have

no serious economic or social problems in the state. The students

on the campus of the state university in my town simply want to

know what will aid them in the leading of religious lives. They

are not worried about social situations." In all probability, the

minister was stating a fact about most of those in the student

body. However, his remark reveals one reason for a lack of con-

cern ; there is no prophet of the Lord in the pulpit to call attention

to the distressing conditions which obtain in that state. To be

sure, there are ministers in the state who are sensitive to the social

wrongs which prevail, but too many ministers in the state are

utterly indifferent.

(4) The spirit of intolerance. Let me say that this spirit

is to be found in other sections of the nation. It may be more

prevalent in the South because we have in our small and large

denominations men who think they do the Lord's will when they

try to force others to adopt their points of view. I was reading

again the other day the story of the trial of Jesus. There were

Jews who would not defile themselves by going into the court of

Pilate's palace but outside they could shout their approval of

murder. There are religious leaders who are fanatically devoted

to their teaching. They are so loyal to it that they would not forget

the least emphasis in it. At the same time, they would not find it

unethical to crush any who disagree with them.

(5) The lack of cooperation. There are two reasons why it is

very difficult to have a cooperative movement in the South. In the

first place, many religious people are convinced that their indi-

vidual denominations have the final word of truth. In the second

place, there is rarely an agency which can promote a cooperative

movement. Should a meeting be promoted by the Federal Council

of the Churches of Christ in America, there are large groups which

would have nothing to do with it. In promoting a conference on

the "Church in the Community," next June, we have found it

necessary to call it through a group of individuals, members and

leaders in our southern churches.

What can we do to aid in the solution of these problems?
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(1) As we face the task of reaching the unchurched, we are

conscious of two needs. In the first place, we must seek a new

experience of God. It is becoming increasingly clear that we cannot

have a revival of religion until God means more to the ministers

and members of our churches. As Methodists have reviewed re-

cently the life of John Wesley, they have become aware of his

earnest search for God. Before his conversion experience he was

a conscientious minister in the church. Conscientious as he was. he

was not satisfied with what he knew of God ; he kept searching

until the love of God flooded his soul. We must do the same. In

the second place, we must have a new evangelism. Again, let me
turn to the life of John Wesley. In him, God had not only a man
with a new experience but a man with a trained mind. There

could not have been a Wesleyan Revival without an able and con-

secrated leader. W'hen you see a picture of a crowd listening to

John Wesley, you can see tears on the cheeks of the listeners.

They are more than tears of penitence. John Wesley convincd the

dispossessed and the despised that they were sons and daughters

of Almighty God. He saved England from a revolution not be-

cause he preached repentance for sins but because he lifted eco-

nomic and social outcasts to a new level of spiritual respectability.

In the National Preaching Mission, the missioners had a great

hearing from the members of our American churches. No such

crowds of people ever attended religious services in the history

of this nation. However, the missioners were aware of those

greater crowds which throng the streets of our cities and never go
near a church. The Wesleyan revival succeeded marvelously be-

cause it took account of economic and social situations and because

its preacher sought to bring men to Christ rather than to a church.

Must our new evangelism be socially minded and so Christ-centered

that it will not be primarily concerned about building up any one
church ?

(2) As the leaders of the larger churches face their tasks in

southern communities, they see numbers of people going to worship
in hastily constructed tabernacles and churches. As soon as we
work out a plan for cooperation among larger churches, a whole
group of new denominations arises. The relationship of this group
to the stronger churches is so serious a problem that we must face

it thoughtfully. I have suggested that there is an economic reason
for the existence of these new churches. The poor find a refuge
here because the churches cost little to maintain. There are. how-
ever, some others who find refuge in these smaller churches,

'i'here are those who crave objectivity and those who want authori-
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tative statements of belief. Then there are those who long for some
emotional expression and who do not find opportunity for it in

their larger churches. I remember a Sunday in my church in St.

Louis when my small boy of ten sat in the pew with pencil and

paper. I supposed that he was taking some notes on my sermon.

When I reached home, he asked me: "Do you know how many
times you used the word 'probably' today?" Since I had no idea, he

told me that I had used the word seventeen times in one sermon.

In that experience lies a reason for the turning away of many
people. They want a simple but convincing and authoritative state-

ment of faith. Liberalism uses too often the word "probably."

Then there are people who are emotionally starved. Life is very

drab. When so many thousands of women and girls crowded
around the casket of Rudolph Valentino, I said, "Morbid psychol-

ogy." A friend of mine, a great teacher, said, "You are wrong.

These people are hungry for romantic adventure, and Valentino

took them out of their crowded houses and dirty streets into a

realm of beauty and thrills." There are emotionally starved people

who long for a service in which full play is given to the emotions.

I have two suggestions, as the churches in the South face this

problem. In the first place, I am sure that these new churches

ought to be taken into whatever Christian fellowship exists in the

community. They ought not to be ignored and they ought not to

be simply criticized. They meet the needs of some people in the

community which larger churches cannot meet. Their very ex-

istence is a confession of the failure of the larger churches. In the

second place, I am sure that the larger churches must come to

realize their failures. It does not solve the problem for the Meth-
odists to lament the fact that the Baptists reach people they used

to reach and for the Baptists to lament the fact that the Nazarenes
reach people they used to reach. Granting that the larger churches

minister to those who come to their serices, there must be a more
determined effort to create a new type of ministry to those who
crave authoritative statements and emotional experiences, as well

as to those who are economically dispossessed.

(3) As we face economic and social situations in the South,

we must find a way for the church to aid. I am convinced of two
things. The first one is that outside agencies cannot solve our
southern problems. Those of us who live in the South must solve

them, if they are to be solved. I am also convinced that we must
not be blind to our problems through any false sense of loyalty

to the South. Let me think with you for a few minutes about

these two matters. Ever so often, a conscientious and well-meaning
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person in the north or east will come south to show what it means

to be a Christian in a southern community. He may be leaving sit-

uations which are just as deplorable in his own community. I

would not say that such a man fails, because any Christian exerts

a fine influence. Frequently he comes, however, with an attitude

of criticism which makes it impossible for him to succeed. I re-

call vividly an address which a Jewish rabbi gave in a Christian

church. On his return from Germany, he spoke to Christians about

their Christian duty. Another rabbi present at the service said

to me, "My colleague should let a Christian talk to Christians

about their Christian duty." I am sure that any progress we have

made in the solution of southern economic and social problems

has been made under the leadership of southern men.

If the church is to assist in the solution of our problems in

the South, it must face them with the mind of Christ. Some of

our problems have been inherited from earlier generations. Some
of them are the creation of our own stupidity. There is no cure

for them in either the economic or the social system. If a cure is

to be found, the church must stir the minds and consciences of

our people to look for such a cure. In southern churches and in

them alone, in my judgment, lies the hope of economic and social

reconstruction in the South. If there is to be a new South, Chris-

tian churches must create it.

(4) It is a very difficult task tiiat confronts those who would
change dogmatic and intolerant attitudes. We cannot refuse to

try because the task is difficult. Again I suggest two things which

we can do. Those of us who protest against narrow points of

view need to inquire about our own attitudes. I listened one night

to a great Liberal as he discussed Fundamentalism. When the

meeting was over, I heard this comment: "That was the most in-

tolerant denunciation of intolerance I ever heard." It takes in-

finite patience to listen to arrogant ignorance, but even that may
be needed for a growth in grace. With the confession from many
Liljerals that mistakes have been made and too much has been
claimed there results a situation in which it may be possible

to review all accepted beliefs. I know that a Conservative will not

consent to a review of his beliefs, but the Liberal may review his

beliefs and find that there are possible agreements. While I do
not have much patience with the ready acceptance of the Barthian
point of view in many (|uarters, yet there is a possibility of new
understandings through its influence. In the second place, we can

stress the goal before the Church in such a way as to converge

the paths toward it. I am not suggesting that the end justifies the
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means, nor am I saying that it makes no difiference how a man
walks, if he walks in the right direction. However, it becomes in-

creasingly apparent that man cannot save the world withont God's

help and that we cannot have a righteous world without righteous

men. Redemption of men as the goal and faith in God as the

means are fundamental in all religious thinking. We may find

a way to emphasize our agreements, in spite of our differences.

Certainly the task is no more difficult than that we face in the

World Council of Churches with Protestants and Greek Catholics

in fellowship.

(5) The solution of the four problems we have discussed will

depend largely on cooperation. How can we develop that when we
have no cooperative agency in the South? If we could function

through the Federal Council and State Councils and City Federa-

tions, we could do much for our southern communities. But large

denominations will not work through such agencies. I find myself

wondering what efi^ect Methodist Unification will have on church

cooperation in the South. It may convince Baptists and Presby-

terians that they should follow the example. It may have another

efifect. When the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, becomes a

part of a National church, other denominations in the South may
emphasize all the more strongly their southern character. Either

thing may happen.

However, there are cooperative movements in which all the

larger denominations in the South meet. They meet in the Foreign
Missions Council and in the Home Missions Council. It may be

possible to bring them together in some American Division of the

World Council of Churches. It may be possible to change the Fed-
eral Council in such a way as to make it the American Division of

the World Council. In the event of such changes, there may be

created a structural unit in which all southern churches will have
membership.

If this does not happen, how can we promote cooperation in

the South ? I want to make suggestions that are practical, and
I want to be realist enough to face the present situation.

We can promote community cooperation and even state-wide co-

operation, though it may be impossible to engage in interdenomina-

tional cooperation through the whole South. I know more than
one southern community where ministers of denominations, that

will not cooperate with the Federal Council, have worked out
plans of community cooperation through a local pastor's associa-

tion. Such an association functions as a Community Federation of

Churches. A few years ago, I attended a meeting of the State
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Council of Religious Education in a southern state. The leaders

desired to organize a State Council of Churches. They came to me

with a question, "Can we organize a State Council without as-

suming all the functions of the Federal Council? Some of our

denominations in the state will not cooperate in a full Federal

Council program." My answer was, "Organize your State Council

for such functions as it can have among your denominations. Have

such cooperation as you now find possible." We can follow such

a course as this in many of our comnumities, and in some of our

states in the South. Let us not wait until we can have full co-

operation before we seek any cooperation. There are religious

groups which will undertake tasks together, even though they can-

not agree on either a plan for union or a plan for close federation.

The Protestant churches in the South are relatively strong.

I am anxious for them to do what the church in the world has not

succeeded in doing, and what the church in the nation has not

succeeded in doing. It will take real statesmanship and deep

consecration to mobilize for human redemption and social recon-

struction the religious forces of the South. May God show us

how to do it

!

A few years ago, there appeared in an American magazine a

brilliant criticism of the church. The author did not suggest that

people stay away from church because sermons are long or be-

cause preachers do not speak the language of the day or because

there are hypocrits in the church. Those criticisms have been so

frequently uttered that they would not attract attention.

The author of the article to which I refer says that the church

has lost its job. Through the years, its job has been to care for

the needy, to educate the young, and to call sinners to repentance.

Each of these jobs it has passed on to other agencies.

The job of caring for the needy is in the hands of the charity

organization society or the Federal government. That is largely

true. Further reflection, however, reveals the fact that the church

must keep alive in human hearts sympathy for the less fortunate.

That job it can never pass on.

The job of educating the young it has passed on to the state.

Again we acknowledge that there is much truth in the assertion.

Contributions to church schools decrease, while contributions to

state and municipal schools increase rapidly. However, the presi-

dents ol state universities, and superintendents of city schools

often turn to religious leaders with the query, "What are we go-

ing to do about the religious education of our children and youth ?

Of Jewish children, fifty per cent receives no religious instruction;
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of Catholic children, twenty-five per cent receives no religious in-

struction ; of Protestant children, sixty per cent receives no reli-

gious instruction. We must have the help of the churches."

The job of calling sinners to repentance is often in the hands

of the modern psychiatrist. In a European community, 900 out of

1.000 Catholics, said they would turn to the priest, if they were

to face serious personal problems, while 900 out of 1,000 Prot-

estants said they would turn to the doctor. In discussing this

matter. Professor W. E. Hocking tells of a conversation with a

leading psychiatrist in New York. The doctor said: "If a man
comes to me with a personal problem, he wants to know whether

I have faced it. If I have, he wants to know whether I have been

victorious. If I give him a negative answer, he turns away. On
the other hand, he may go to a minister and receive the same an-

swers without turning away. The minister can reach out and touch

the hand of One who was without sin. The Church has a Savior."

A seemingly damaging criticism of the Church may point to a

way of meeting the criticism.

As I think of the Church in the South, I am grateful to God
for what it has meant, and still means to millions. At the same

time, I am so conscious of its failures and so vividly aware of

its problems that I want to face both in the most realistic way
possible. As I face them realistically, I know that, under God,

there is a way of profiting by its failures and a way to solve its

problems.

ALUMNI MEETING

The annual meeting of the Duke School of Religion Alumni

Association will be held the evening of June 8. 1939, during the

session of the North Carolina Pastors' School. It will be a dinner

meeting. The election of officers for the ensuing year, and the

report of the committee on the revision of the constitution will be

two items of business upon which the Association will be asked

to take action. The revised constitution, as proposed by the com-

mittee, is being presented for your consideration in this issue of the

Bulletin. Rev. A. E. Acey, pastor of Boulevard Methodist Church

in Richmond, Virginia, will deliver the address.

The alumni who were privileged to participate in it are very

grateful to Dr. Garber for arranging and to the University for

extending the courtesy of sharing the expense of the luncheon for

the School of Religion alumni on March 21 during the Centennial

Symposium on "Modern Religious Problems," and to President

Few for being present and speaking on that occasion.

Garland Stafford.
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REVISION OF ALUMNI CONSTITUTION

Your committee considered carefully the suggestions for re-

vision of the constitution which came to its attention, and also the

constitutions of alumni groups of Yale Divinity School, Harvard

Divinity School, and Union Theological Seminary. We feel that

our constitution should be revised by being simplified and con-

densed. We submit the following revision as. in our opinion, a

suitable constitution for the Alumni Association.

C. C. Herbert. Jr., A. E. Holler. C. P. Womack, Committee.

Article I: Xaiiic. Tlie name of this organization shall be the Alumni

Association of the School of Religion of Duke University.

Article II: Objects. The objects of this association shall be to cultivate

fellowship among its members, to promote the interests of the

School of Religion, and to take its place in the general scheme of

alumni bodies of the University.

Article III: Membership. This association shall be composed of all

graduates and all former students who have completed at least one

academic year in the School of Religion of Duke University.

Article IV: Meetings. There shall be a meeting of the association an-

nually at a time and place determined by the Executive Council of

the association.

The president may call meetings at any other time, after giving

due notice.

Article V: Officers.

Section 1. The officers of the association shall be a President,

a Vice-President, an Executive Secretary, and two councilors. These
officers shall compose the Executive Council of the association,

which shall meet at the call of the President. The Executive Secre-

tary shall also act as Treasurer of any funds of the association, un-

der the direction of the Executive Council.

Section 2. The officers shall be elected at the annua! meeting,

and shall hold office for one year or until their successors shall have
been elected.

Article VI: Ihities of Ji.veciili7'e Coiiucil. It shall be tlie duty of the

Executive Council:

1. To decide on the time and place of the annual meeting.

2. To choo.se a member of the association to deliver an address
to the annual meeting.

3. To name standing committees to deal with any proper interest

of the association.

4. 'i'o act for the association in regard to all matters not specif-

ically delegated to any other officer or group.



The Duke School of Religion Bulletin A7

5. To decide whether an offering need be taken at any annual

meeting for incidental expenses.

6. To report its actions to the annual meeting of the association

for review.

Article VII : Amendments. This contribution may be amended by a two-

thirds vote of the members present at any annual meeting.

SCHOOL OF RELIGION STATISTICS

Enrollment, 1938-39

Men 117

Women 1

Total 118

DENOMINATIONS REPRESENTED

Methodist Episcopal Church, South. 101 ;
Congregational-

Christian, 6 ; Baptist. 4 ; IMethodist Protestant, 3 ; Protestant Epis-

copal, 1 ; Holiness, 1 ; Methodist Episcopal Church, 1 ; Presby-

terian, 1,

STATES REPRESENTED

North Carolina. 60; Virginia, 13; South Carolina, 10; Texas,

7 ; Alabama, 4 ; Mississippi, 4 ; Florida, 3 ; Louisiana, 3 ; Arkansas,

2 ; California, 2 ; Kentucky, 2 ; Maryland, 2 ; West Virginia, 2

;

Arizona, 1 ; Illinois, 1 ; Pennsylvania, 1 ; Tennessee, 1.

COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES REPRESENTED

Duke University, 17; Wofford College, 16; Elon College, 8;

High Point College, 6 ; Southern Methodist University, 5 ; Wake
Forest College, 5 ; Catawba College. 4 ; Davidson College, 4

;

Lenoir-Rhyne. 4; University of North Carolina. 4; Birmingham-

Southern College. 3 ; Centenary College, 3 ; Emory and Henry Col-

lege, 3 ; Randolph-Macon College, 3 ; Hendrix College. 2 ; Louisi-

ana State University, 2 ; Millsaps College. 2 ; Morris-Harvey Col-

lege, 2; University of Mississippi, 2; University of South Carolina,

2 ; American University, 1 ; Arizona State Teachers College. 1
;

DePauw University, 1 ; Emory University, 1 ; Evansville College,

1 ; Florida Southern College. 1 ; Gordon College. 1 ; Hampden-
Sydney College. 1 ; Kentucky Wesleyan College. 1 ; Lynchburg

College, 1 ; New^berry College, 1 ; Redlands College, 1 ; Salem

College, 1 ; Scarritt College, 1 ; Southeast Missouri State Teachers

College, 1 ; St. John's College, 1 ; Tennessee Polytechnic Institute,

1 ; University of Arkansas, 1 ; University of Richmond, 1 ; Univer-

sity of Texas, 1 ; Virginia Polytechnic Institute, 1.
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JUNALUSKA SCHOOL OF RELIGION

The Jiinaluska School of Religion, conducted under the ap-

proval of the School of Religion faculty, has since 1934 been com-

bined with the Junaluska Summer School. Dr. Paul N. Garber is

director of the combined schools. The 1939 session will be held

from June 9-July 21 at Lake Junaluska. North Carolina. Head-

quarters of the School are at the Mission Inn. Five courses have

been approved by the School of Religion faculty for credit towards

the Bachelor of Divinity degree. They are as follows : The Religion

of Jesus, Dr. K. W. Clark ; The Social Message of the Christian

Church. Dr. Ray C. Petry ; Modern Religious Leaders. Dr. Paul N.

Garber ; Pastoral Psychology, Dr. F. S. Hickman ; Missions in the

Modern World, Dr. Elmer T. Clark.

DUKE DELEGATES TO THE UNITING CONFERENCE

Two University officials and four professors of the School of

Religion are delegates to the Uniting Conference of American
Methodism which convened at Kansas City. Missouri, on April 26.

The delegates are President W. P. Few, Dean W. K. Greene, Dr.

Paul N. Garber, Dr. Frank S. Hickman. Professor J. M. Ormond
and Dr. Gilbert T. Rowe. They were assigned to the following

committees: Conferences: Dr. Hickman; Education: President

Few; Missions, Temperance and Hospitals: Professor Ormond;
Publishing Interests: Dr. Garber and Dr. Rowe; Membership and
Temporal Economy: Dean Greene.

Dr. R. L. Flowers is a member of the Judicial Commission and
attends in that capacity.

THE DUKE INSTITUTES

The North Carolina Pastors' School and the Rural Church
Institute will be conducted concurrently at Duke University June
5-10. It will be the twenty-first annual session of the Pastors'

School and the sixth annual session of the Rural Church Institute.

A number of outstanding speakers and teachers have been secured
for the 1939 session, and the five days of classes, jianel discussions.

and addresses will afford instruction and inspiration for all who
attend.

The speakers and teachers for the institute are as follows:
Bishop (]. Ih-omley ( )xnani. Dr. Harold C. Phillips. Dr. Paul
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Hutchinson, Bishop Clare Purcell, Dr. Fred G. Holloway, Dr.

Clarence T. Craig, Dr. R. E. Dififendorfer, Dr. O. W. Moerner,

Dr. A. J. Walton, Mr. Boyd McKeown, Miss Barnett Spratt, Dr.

A. H. Rapking, Dr. Ralph Felton, Dr. D. B. Walthall, Reverend

Francis Allison, and Dr. E. M. Conover.

Panel discussions on the following topics have been arranged

:

"The Ministry of Public Worship," "The Minister in the Homes
of His People," "The Church and the Unreached People," "The
Vacation Church School," "The Local Church and the Church

Universal," "Church Architecture," "The Attitude of the Church

Toward War," "Evangelism," "The Church and State Today,"

and "A Constructive Community Program."

FACULTY NOTES

Dr. Kenneth W. Clark served as supply pastor for the First

Baptist Church of Henderson between January 15 and April 9.

He is now serving as supply pastor for the Watts Street Baptist

Church of Durham (April 23-May 28). In addition. Dr. Clark

taught "The Fourth Gospel" in the Charlotte School for Christian

Workers which was held at the First Methodist Church, February

19-24, and taught on the same subject in the Greensboro School

for Christian Workers which was held in the West Market Street

Methodist Church March 5-10. On April 18 Dr. Clark attended

the conference on Interdenominational Institutes for Negro Min-

isters held at the North Carolina College for Negroes, serving on

the Committee to consider "List of Courses."

Dr. Homer H. Dubs is engaged in the translation of the Chi-

nese "History of the Former Han Dynasty." The first volume

came out in the spring of 1938, the second volume is now ready

to go to press, and Dr. Dubs is at work on the third volume at

this time. From April 11-13 Dr. Dubs attended the annual meet-

ing of the American Oriental Society at Baltimore, Md., where

he read a paper, "The Economic Reforms of Wang Mang."

Dr. Paul N. Garber recently taught a class in the South

Carolina Training School, which was held at Columbia, February

19-24. He has published the following articles : "Bibliography of

Bishops of Methodist Episcopal Church, South" in Publications

of Methodist Historical Societies, April, 1939, and "The Spread of

Methodism Prior to 1844" in World Outlook, April, 1939. He i.'

also a delegate to the Uniting Conference, and has been assigned to

the Committee on Publishing Interests.
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Dr. Garber's book The Methodists Are One People was pre-

pared in special preparation for the Uniting Conference. Published

by the Cokesbury Press it has been widely distributed in the three

Methodisnis participating in the union. It has received favorable

reviews in a large number of church journals and is frequently

quoted in articles on the union. Dr. Garber has furnished a large

number of articles to the daily and religious press on historical

aspects of Methodist unity.

Dr. Frank S. Hickman, in addition to his usual duties as

Preacher to the University and Dean of the Chapel, had charge

of the special Centennial cycle of Easter services, and also took an

active part in the regular Centennial program. Dr. Hickman was

a delegate to the Uniting Conference held in Kansas City and was

assigned to the Committee on Conferences.

Professor J. M. Ormond spoke at the meeting of the South-

ern Council on International Relationships in Raleigh on January

28. On March 5 he addressed the Lutheran League in Durham,
and on March, 26 he preached in the Edgar Long Memorial Church

in Roxboro. Professor Ormond attended the meeting of the Gen-

eral Board of Missions in Nashville, Tennessee, early in April. He
was a delegate to the Uniting Conference at Kansas City and was

assigned to the Committee on Missions.

Dr. Albert C. Outler, A.B., Wofford, B.D., Emory, and

Ph.D. of Yale, has been appointed to the School of Religion fac-

ulty to give courses in historical theology in the department of

Christian Doctrine. Dr. Outler has been Instructor in English

Bible in Duke University since September, 1938. He has written

a review of Greenwood's "Biology and Christian Relief" for the

Religious Education Magazine. He recently spoke at Vesper Serv-

ices at the North Carolina State College for Women at Greensboro

and also at the South Carolina College for Women at Rock Hill.

He presented a paper on "Origen and the Regnlae Fidci" at the

meeting of the American Society of Church History at Princeton

University Theological Seminary on April 28.

Dr. Ray C. Retry has just completed the manuscript of a

book to be entitled The Ideal of Poverty in Francis of Assisi. Dr.

Retry was on the program at Princeton Theological Seminary and
read a paper on "Medieaval Eschatology and Saint Francis of

Assisi." This paper was read before the American Society of

Church History, on April 28.

Dr. Gilbert T. Rowe was a delegate to the Uniting Confer-

ence in Kansas City, where he was assigned to the Committee on

Publishing Interests.
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Dr. Elbert Russell has been busily engaged in preaching and

speaking during recent weeks. In addition to his usual preaching

in the Duke Chapel, Dr. Russell has filled the following engage-

ments : On March 12 he spoke before the Negro Ministers' Al-

liance of Chapel Hill and vicinity on "The Movement for Church

Unity" ; on March 14 he addressed the Interracial Fellowship

Group at the North Carolina College for Negroes on the topic

"Elements in American Life that Make Democracy Difficult." Dur-

ing the spring vacation Dean Russell attended the yearly meeting

of Friends in Philadelphia, where he spoke on "Worship and

Christian Living," and also took part in the discussions of the

Committee on Church Unity and the World Council. On this same

trip Dr. Russell preached at the Race Street meeting, and did some

work in the libraries of Haverford and Swarthmore Colleges on

"The History of Friends." On Sunday evening, April 16, the

Quaker groups from Raleigh and Chapel Hill met with the Duke
group. Dr. Russell spoke to them on "Personal Responsibility."

On April 18, at the installation of the Rev. Allyn P. Robinson as

minister of the United Church in Raleigh, Dr. Russell gave the

charge to the ministry.

Dr. Shelton Smith has been acting as Secretary for the

North Carolina Council of Churches since the resignation of Dr.

Trela Collins. Dr. Smith will continue in this capacity until the

election of a successor to Dr. Collins.

Professor H. E. Spence had general charge of the Centen-

nial cycle of Easter celebrations. Professor Spence wrote the con-

tinuity for these celebrations, and arranged and wrote the greater

part of the programs. He was after-dinner speaker at the Educa-

tional Buyers' Association dinner, and also addressed the state-

wide Dental Association in Raleigh. Professor Spence delivered

the sermon at the Centennial celebration of the high schools at

Trinity, N. C, where the establishment of Union Institute and the

development of Trinity College were celebrated. He taught The
Life of Christ in a training school in Mocksville, N. C, in March.

Dr. W. F. Stinespring presented a paper on "The Meter of

'David's Lament over Saul and Jonathan' " before the American

Oriental Bible Society of Baltimore, Maryland, on April 12. He
has been engaged to lecture on Biblical Archaeology at the First

Baptist Church in Oxford, N. C, on April 30, and to deliver the

baccalaureate sermon for the Pikeville, N. C, High and Graded

Schools on May 7.
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STUDENT NEWS
The current school year has witnessed the heginning|of a num-

ber of extra-curricular activities on the part of the School of

Religion student body. First was the organization of a publication

staff for Christian Horizons, the School of Religion student jour-

nal. Under the capable editorship of Finis Crutchfield and the ef-

forts of a cooperative staff' the journal has received wide recogni-

tion. One article has been reprinted in a magazine of nation-wide

circulation. Two others, one by Claude Evans, and the other by

Clark Ellzey, have been suggested for reproduction in the publica-

tion of the Federal Council of Churches and the Friend's Intel-

ligencer, respectively. Ellzey's article has been used in student dis-

cussion groups at Union Theological Seminary. There have been

some forty letters from outstanding ecclesiastical organizations

and from many church leaders expressing interest in the material

that has been presented. Interest has been expressed in the unique

manner in which the journal permits and encourages freedom of

student thought, and in the fact that it foretells the type of thought

that will be evidenced in tomorrow's southern pulpit. The circula-

tion of the journal is at the present time something over four hun-

dred copies, with the prospect of there being an increase during

the coming school year.

During the latter part of the first semester and during the en-

tire second semester the students have been participating in a local

civic enterprise to remedy the juvenile delinquency situation in one

of the industrial sections of Durham. Brooks Waggoner has been

in charge of this work, and has found the students eager to help

in presenting weekly programs at the "Boys' Club," which is a re-

conditioned recreation center. The city has employed Henry Glenn,

another School of Religion student, as a full-time worker with

full responsibility tor the center. The percentage of delinquency in

the part of the city that has access to this wholesome influence has

dropped to a negligible figure.

Dr. A. C. Outler, in response to student request, has conducted

during the past several months weekly discussions for all interested

students. The response to these informal meetings has been suffi-

ciently good to justify their continuation. Closely allied to these

discussion groups has been the recent formation of a series of

open forum discussions. The present series is restricted to four,

with Drs. Rowe, Outler, Russell, and Retry being the leaders. The
response of the faculty in answering to student request in these

matters is indicative of the splendid cooperation that they have
;

always manifested.
j

The student body has found it possible to give a fifteen-minute
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devotional program on each Tuesday at 11 :15 a.m. over Station

WDNC in Durham. Herman Nicholson is chairman of this enter-

prise and has vs^orked out arrangements by which the programs

are broadcast directly from Duke Chapel This fact is important

because it affords the program the advantage of the musical facili-

ties in the Chapel. The student body has actively participated, also,

in the programs of the Polity Club, which has had as recent speak-

ers Kirby Page and Sherwood Eddy. The services of Finis Crutch-

field and Key Taylor were enlisted in the first Duke Institute of

World Afifairs.

The Uniting Conference in Kansas City has necessitated the

temporary curtailment of a number of classes. This fact led to Dr.

Garber's classes in Church History and Dr. Russell's class in New
Testament Theology being combined for a series of six lectures

by Dr. Russell on the Ecumenical Movement. Another of the

changes made necessary by the Conference was the extension of

the B.D. thesis submission date to May 25, instead of the cus-

tomary date of May 15.

The annual School of Religion Banquet was held in the Union

Ballroom on Thursday, April 27. Under the capable toastmaster-

.ship of "Skipper" Ellzey the program went oflf very succesfuUy.

The more humorous elements of the program were the "principal

speakers stunt," in which Professors Cannon, Clark and Spence

cooperated to create a clever satire on the usual elaborate introduc-

tion afforded the guest speaker, and the humorous number ren-

dered by the School of Religion Quartet under the direction of

Professor Stinespring. The retiring president of the student body

introduced the recently elected staff of Christian Hori:;ons, and

the incoming officers of the School of Religion student body. Those
informally inducted by introduction were Finis Crutchfield and

Linwood Blackburn as editor-in-chief and business manager, re-

spectively, of Christian Horizons. Key Taylor, as president, Claude

Evans, as vice-president, Philip Riley, as secretary, and Wade
Bustle, as treasurer, were introduced as next year's ofBcers. The
guest speaker of the evening was Dr. Hornell Hart, of the Univer-

sity faculty, who, in his address, painted a very optimistic picture

of the so-called "world crisis," and also pointed out in a very

forceful manner the unique contribution that the Duke School of

Religion can render in remedying the present situation. There were

109 in attendance, and the general impression was that the occa-

sion afforded both pleasure and enlightenment to those in attend-

ance.

One of the recent promising attempts to increase the spiritual

life in the School of Religion has been the spontaneous gathering
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of a number of students in York Chapel daily at 9:10 a.m. for a

"morning watch." These ten-minute devotional programs have

been fittingly called "a short preparation for the day's work." The
regular bi-weekly programs in York Chapel have been character-

ized by good programs, splendid attendance and the willing coop-

eration of those who have been asked to participate in the pro-

grams.

The deputation work has been conducted in a very efficient

manner under the leadership of S. Y. Higgins. The efforts of the

students participating in this work have been rewarded by recog-

nition from the officials of the Duke Hospital and those at the

county and city jails. The Legal Aid Clinic has also expressed ap-

preciation for aid the students have given that organization by af-

fording contacts with needy cases. Dr. Hickman's class in homilet-

ics delegated some thirty of its members to assist in a pre-Easter

revival service at Lakewood Methodist Church in Durham.
Robert Arbaugh, a rising third year student, has been accorded

a unique honor in being asked to serve as one of nine represent-

atives from the vSouthern branch of Methodism to a student youth

conference in Holland during the summer.

Julian A. Lindsay.

STUDENT OFFICERS 1939-40

Elections and appointments to positions in the School of Reli-

gion Association for 1939-40 are as follows

:

Cabinet (elected by student body). Key W. Taylor, president;

J. Claude Evans, vice-president ; Philip M. Riley, secretary ; Wade
R. Bustle, treasurer.

Committee chairmen (elected by cabinet). Spiritual Life Com-
mittee, J. Claude Evans; York Chapel Service. J. ^^^ Inge; Boys'

Club Work, B. M. Waggoner: Morning Watch Service, S. R.

Crumpton ; University Student Religious Council—School of Reli-

gion Representative, j. Claude Evans; Director of Probation

Work, Angus McKay Brabham ; Director of Jail Religious Serv-

ices, L. D. Rustin ; Director of Hospital Religious Services,

Wesley W. Dodge; Athletics. A. D. Gray; Social Committee,
Robert Stamey ; Eorum Committee. Dana Dawson; Polity Club
Representative. T. C. Hendrix ; Field Work, Robert E. Garrison

;

Junior Reception Committee. Seaborn M. Kiker.

Christian Horizons stafif. Finis A. Crutchfield. Jr.. editor; Lin-
wood Blackburn, business manager (elected by student body).

Virgil Queen, chairman of editorial board ; Everett Spell, cir-

culation manager (appointed by editor).
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NOTES ON RECENT BOOKS

In this section attention will be called to new books which can

be recommended as being' likely to prove of special value to min-

isters and others particularly interested in religious questions. No
attempt will be made to take notice of all the principal volumes

coming from the press or to review extensively even those which

are mentioned. A brief notice of a book here means that it is

accounted worthy of more than ordinary consideration.

Types of Modern Theology. Hugh Ross Mackintosh. London : Nishet &
Co., Ltd., 1937. Pp. vii + 333. Index.

It is very h'kely that no theologian of our time was so greatly loved as

a man and at the same time so universally respected and admired as a

scholar as the last Professor of Christian Dogmatics in the University of

Edinburgh. Before his lamented death in 1936, he had revised for publica-

tion all but the last chapter of this authoritative survey of modern theology.

There are sections devoted to Schleiermacher, Hegel, Ritschl, Troeltsch,

Kierkegaard, and Barth.—J. K. B.

The Unity of Philosophical Experience. Etienne Gilson. New York : Charles

Scribner's Sons, 1937. Pp. xii -|- 331. Index. $2.75.

This philosophical history of philosophy by one of the ablest scholars of

our time is an examination of the Mediaeval, Cartesian, and Modern experi-

ments in dealing with philosophical knowledge according to their peculiar

methods. It concludes that "there is a centuries-long experience of what
philosophical knowledge is, and that such an experience exhibits a remark-
able unity." The final chapter is devoted to the exposition of the nature

and unity of this philosophical experience. An invaluable study of the

relation between philosophy and theology.—J. K. B.

The Civilized Mind. Lynn Harold Hough. New York: The Abingdon
Press, 1937. 246 pp. $2.00.

In his characteristic style and quality the author presents in thirteen

essays a w^ealth of material drawn from varied sources, to stress further

the need for true standards and controlled vitality in fruitful living. Essay
seven, "The Cathedral and the Campus", was delivered at the dedication of

Duke University Chapel. Bibliographies at the end of eight of the essays

give added value to this thought-provoking volume.—^^H. E. M.

Origins of the Gospels. Floyd Vivian Filson. New York : The Abingdon
Press, 1938. 216 pp. $2.00.

A book written for non-specialists—ministers and students. The author,

a professor of New Testament, is well informed on current criticism in

America and Europe, and has constructed the story in a vigorous and read-

able style.—K. W. C.

The Pharisees: the sociological background of their faith. Louis Finkelstein.

Philadelphia : Jewish Publication Society, 1938. $5.00.

Several years ago Dr. Finkelstein published an article which revised the

popular view of the Pharisees as social conservatives. These two volumes
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expand his argument with compelling detail, namely, that the Pharisees

were the religious liberals in Jesus' day, contrasted with the conservative

Sadducees.—K. W. C.

What Jesus Taught. Burton Scott Easton. New York : The Abingdon Press,

1938. 147 pp. $1.50.

Out of the discussion about what Jesus taught and what others have

made him teach, Professor Easton has drawn a selection of sayings with

a convincing authenticity. The collection is subjectized in topical arrange-

ment, and is supplemented with enlightening commentary.—K. W. C.

Medieval Panorama: The English Scene jroni Conquest to Reformation.

G. G. Coulton. New York : Macmillan Co., 1938. 801 pp. $4.00.

This fascinating work covers a vast range of subjects with a masterful

ease made possible only by the author's scholarly familiarity with the

sources. It is hard to think of any intelligent person who could not enjoy

the reading of this authoritative book.—R. C. P.

War and the Christian. Canon Charles E. Raven. New York : The Macmil-
lan Co., 1938. 186 pp. $1.75.

Here is a calm, unbiased consideration of a crucial issue which no sincere
Christian can avoid. The evidence for representative positions is forcefully

presented. The clear mandate of Christianity to a war-transcending way of
life is unflinchingly issued.—R. C. P.
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