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PRESENT TENDENCIES IN RELIGIOUS THOUGHT
Great changes have come about since A. C. Knudson wrote his

book under a title similar to the subject of this article. Funda-

mentalism was easily routed in the controversy with modernism,

because it was not adequately represented and because its leading

exponents undertook to hold positions which had obviously be-

come untenable. In recent years, however, fundamentalism has

become far more formidable, because it is now recognized that the

great weight of tradition is upon that side. The whole of Roman
Catholicism, the larger part of Lutheranism, and much of Prot-

estantism generally, must be reckoned with when any appreciable

change in theological thought is contemplated. And yet the only

promise of advance toward better views and more satisfactory

courses of action is offered by progressives, for while churches

grounded upon tradition and dogma may continue to conserve val-

ues, only those churches which are free to move forward can pro-

duce values in a new age, just as the body and limbs of a tree are

necessary to the total organism, but only the new growth produces

fruit.

In recent years there has been quite a marked trend back to-

ward conservative positions in theology, and before indicating

certain directions of this reactionary tendency, it is well to take

note of the fact that definite and final gains have been achieved

in the field of Bible study. The attitude of practically all scholars

toward the literary criticism of the Bible and its assured results

is virtually the same. Certain great conclusions have been arrived

at and so thoroughly established that no one thinks of going back

on them any more than any one thinks of repudiating the Coper-

nican astronomy. The work of such men as Robertson Smith,

George Adam Smith, Skinner, and others, upon the prophets and

other problems of the Old Testament and of a great army of schol-
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ars in the New Testament field has produced permanent results.

For two generations and longer the Bihle has been studied from

the literary and historical point of view, and it has become a new
book in so far as such study can make it a new book. That field.

however, has been reaped, the main crop is in the barn, and only

gleaning remains for the scholar in that kind of investigation from

now on. All students of theology are now working with the Bible

that critical scholarship has explained, except a few who, like the

German Borchert, have undertaken to interpret the life and work
of Jesus without taking account of what criticism has done for the

record.

However, while all are agreed that such Bible study was val-

uable and necessary, even the most thorough critics, along with all

the rest, now feel that mere Bible investigation has been given too

much emphasis and that religion was becoming too intellectual and

academic. The great issues that must be faced have never de-

pended for settlement upon accurate scholarship, nor has the sal-

vation of the world turned upon correct conclusions concerning

historical questions. Through an exaggerated emphasis upon
scientific Bible study, religion was becoming too bookish—as book-

ish in its modern way, as ancient Rabbinism or scholasticism was.

As grateful as theologians now are for a work that has cleared

away a mass of error and superstitions, they know that soul wel-

fare does not come through an ability to give an accurate state-

ment concerning the literary nature of the Bible or to reconstruct

ancient Hebrew history or New Testament biography.

The theologian in recent years has begun to feel much the same
way in regard to the conflict between religious thought and science.

With his love of religious liberty and his determination to establish

academic freedom he followed White and Draper through the long

story of struggle for the privilege of investigating nature at first

hand, and learned with satisfaction that the church has had to

withdraw in defeat every time it joined battle with scientists upon

their own ground. He realized, of course, that the thought world

must be consistent, and consequently the story of creation must be

interpreted in such a way as to harmonize with geology. But after

having united with the opposition long enough to win the right of

research and freedom of thought and expression, even the right of

the atheist to express his mind without let or hindrance, he has

begun to see that science leaves the great problems of life and

religion just where they were, that all the error science has de-

stroyed and all the truth science has discovered cannot be more than
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a mere gloss upon the text of the hook of life. The theologian

begins to see that religion is autonomous, that it exists in its own
right, and that its values lie beyond the power of science to estab-

lish or destroy. He is therefore no longer made to tremble at the

amateur philosophy of experts in the scientific realm.

Current theology is greatly affected by the nature of the times.

The confusion, uncertainty, bewilderment, and pessimism of a

rapidly changing world are reflected in the religious thought of

the day. Perhaps the most conspicuous aspects of the general

theological trend is its reaction. In times of sudden and rapid

change it is always so. When all men of the present are con-

fessedly bewildered and have no certain word out of the living

present to offer, each puzzled mind turns naturally to the past to

find truth upon which it can rely. The pull of tradition then be-

comes almost irresistible. If the fathers found shelter from life's

storms in the doctrinal house which was built for them, why may
not the children confidently take shelter under the same roof ? That

is just what many are now doing. They are not only taking to

ancient cover, but they are reinforcing the ancient structures with

all the supplementary supports the modern world affords. In each

case the theologian who turns back tends to react in the direction

of the most secure place in his own tradition. If he is a Roman
Catholic, he will become more Catholic still. If he is a Lutheran,

he will rely more firmly upon Luther and the confessions which

arose in the course of that wing of the Reformation. If he is a

Calvinist, he will return to Calvin. Each will seek firm ground in

the past, and that ground will appear to be the foundation under

his own ecclesiasticism when it was at the height of its vitality and
power. Of course, all the churches have behind them a common
tradition of a strictly miraculous Christianity in possession of

eternal truth revealed directly from heaven, and in their reaction

each theologian retains as much of the "plan of salvation" as pos-

sible. If he must give up the "fall of Adam" as an event in his-

tory, he will retain it as "truth'' and think of man "as if" he were

a fallen creature, and will continue to regard the Christian salva-

tion as recovery from the fall.

Theology is now decidedly theocentric. Man is thrown back

upon God. All human possibility is determined by the nature of

ultimate reality, and man's endeavor depends for success upon

cosmic support. Humanism continues as an eddy, but it is further

from the main current than it was ten years ago. A religion with-

out God and without a future life lacks driving power. Certain
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benevolently inclined gentlemen who are heirs of Christian culture

can satisfy themselves with the hope of a brief life of goodness in

a perishing world, but the great majority of those who have lost

faith in God and ceased to believe in the permanent value of the

human soul still say, "Let us eat, drink, and be merry, for to-

morrow we die." Humanism is now felt to be a negligible rival

of Christianity. The trend, however, is toward a realistic theology,

toward a God who is actually at work in the world and expressing

himself in the world, and away from Platonism, in which God is

conceived as the ideally perfect being inhabiting an eternal world

of perfect ideas or forms. The transcendent world accepted by
pure faith, has played a great part in Christian thought, but em-
piricism has so far affected philosophy and theology that men are

conceiving God as supreme Reality rather than as perfect idea or

pure Being. The demand for reality is now the dominant note.

Wieman represents one main line of search for the real God. and
he finds God in concrete experience. He calls his theology

"naturalistic" and complains that most liberal theologians are seek-

ing a compromise in " a revised form of revelation and super-

naturalism." Others, like Calhoun, are writing of "God and the

common life," and Macintosh is still clinging to the God of

Christian experience. Thus, in various ways, theology is endeav-

oring to put God in the center of human thought and life.

Karl Barth is perhaps the most widely influential, and at the

same time the least convincing, theologian of the present day. He
intended that his theology should serve as a "corrective" of the-

ological tendencies and did not wish to be considered as the origi-

nator of a school of thought. To his surprise and dismay he found

that the whole Protestant world was expecting him to formulate a

theology. The characteristic feature of the Barthian theology is

its absolute contrasts. God and man, eternity and time, are in

absolute contrast with each other. The watchword is, "Back to

Calvin and Luther." Barth brings back the Calvinistie doctrine

of election, with its monergism and the absolute sovereignty of

God, but apparently without Calvin's "horrible decree." The great

service of this theologian to the modern Church lies in the fact

that he has done more than any other man of his time to make men
realize the inescapable power of God. Materialists, atheists,

laborers, communists, may repudiate God, but God does not repu-

diate them. "Is he not the God of the Gentiles also?" But while

Barthianism is a world-wide movement, Barth himself remains an

Ishmael in the field. He himself goes to pains to show that bis
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fellow Barthian, Emil Brunner, does not think as he does. Pauck

interprets him at great length, but vigorously dissents from his

main ideas. Horton shares his realism and pessimism, hut prays

to be delivered from his theology. Odd to say, the American who
seems to have been most affected by Barth is that great and noble

Methodist theologian, Edwin Lewis.

Ten years ago the dominant current of religious thought in

America flowed in "liberal Christianity." But Christian liberalism

has undergone a change of temper and a change of heart. Its

liberalism has not been repudiated. Most writers of that school

still insist that it is the only hope for Christianity and for the

world. The door is shut behind it, and it could not go back, if it

would. But the old complacency is gone. The optimism of a

decade ago has given place to a sobered pessimism, and all with

one accord are confessing the sins and shortcomings of liberalism

and repenting in sackcloth and ashes. It was all right on its neg-

ative side. It had gotten rid of many encumbrances in the way of

error and superstition. But it was too detached, too bourgeois, too

remote from actuality. It had underestimated the power of the

enemy. It is liberalism still, but a liberalism sobered and seasoned

by having been shaken over the abyss.

Something of the same sort has happened to the social gospel.

Tbat this side of the Christian message has not been repudiated is

evidenced by the fact that of "the one hundred books of the quarter"

in a recent issue of Christendom by far the greater number dealt

with social, economic, and political questions. But there is now
a general feeling among advocates of a Christianized society that

there is need for a far greater degree of heroism, sacrifice, and

devotion than seemed necessary a few years ago. Devotion to the

social application of the gospel now takes two main directions.

One is that represented by Kagawa who is undertaking to organize

cooperatives within and under the existing social order. While

he believes fully in religion for personal salvation in an eternal

world, he also regards the Church as a Christian group cooper-

ating in every way for the benefit of all. The other group is com-

posed of those who believe that the present competitive order must

be supplanted by a cooperative society before society can be Chris-

tianized. They believe that capitalism is incompatible with human
brotherhood, and therefore must be destroyed. The battle waged
by this group is now thickest in the Methodist Episcopal Church,

with certain ministers and officials on one side and a group of

lavmen on the other.
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There is also a strong current in present day theology which

goes hack to Anselm in the eleventh century, even hack to Augus-
tine and Paul. "Thou hadst not considered how great sin is!" It

had seemed reasonable to suppose that monotheism in theology

and theistic monism in philosophy implied a harmonious universe

and that men needed only to he led into the light of this truth to

be induced to become civil and brotherly. But no. Life shows that

it cannot be so simple as that. In The Church Against the J J'arid

the writers would have the reader refuse to be incorporated in a

harmonious whole, and the Russian, Berdyaev, defends himself

against the charge of pessimism by saying that he merely recog-

nizes "the antinomies, paradoxes, tragic conflicts," which everv-

where beset human life. May it not be true that "the age that

now is" and "the age to come" of the New Testament indicate the

nature of this world to be such that it cannot be captured for God
and that there cannot be victory over evil in this age? May we not

have to turn back with the Barthians to apocalypticism, though

without dates and programs, and regard the kingdom of God as

wholly future, and not to be hastened in its coming by the effort

of man ? • Is not man so incorrigibly7 wicked and selfish that the

poison of the serpent will remain in him so long as he is in this

world ? Is not "old Adam too strong for young Melancthon ?"

Luther said a Christian is "always a sinner, always penitent, al-

ways justified."

In such a world, composed of such individuals, what hope is

there for a better world? Here again opinions divide. On one

side are those who recognize the difficulties, correctly estimate the

power of the opposition, count the cost, and dedicate themselves

to the unlimited application of the principle of love in the hope

that it will at last capture the hearts of men. They see the nations

in arms and classes arrayed in opposition, and yet they believe in

non-violence, espouse the cause of pacifism, and vow that they

will not participate in any future war. So, Sherwood Eddy. Kirby

Page, and Harry Emerson Fosdick. Reinhold Xiehuhr, on the

other side, regards such a course as mere dreaming. However

desirable kindness and good-will might be, the law of life in this

world is conflict. The track upward is stained with blood. Man
has made gains only by violence. There is no other way. Each

man is so egoistic and sinful that he will not give up any privilege

or share any possession unless he is compelled to do it. Therefore,

get ready for the class war which is sure to come.
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The present trend in Christology is in the direction of con-

servatism. The Jesus of the liberal Christianity of a few years

ago is gone. Some have gone back to the ancient councils for

their doctrine. Emil Brunner sees in Jesus the "absolute miracle"

and adopts the Christology of Chalcedon and Irenaeus, Edwin

Lewis takes virtually the same view and regards the liberal view

of Testis as the "grand apostasy of the modern Church." while

Barth. more Calvinistic in his thought, apparently would be satis-

fied with Luther's line. "The man of God's own choosing." How-

ever, the Testis of the present reaction is not quite the same as the

Jesus of 'traditional theology. A real and permanent gain has

been made. The ancient creeds declared that Jesus was both divine

and human, but the divine so completely swallowed up the human

that it was virtually destroyed. Theology in recent years has re-

discovered the human Jesus, declared that Jesus was not only man,

but an individual man," and set forth Jesus Christ as the revelation

of the divine within the limitations of human life. The cross is

therefore real. The Saviour died to the world and for the world,

and he poured out his life not merely that men might live in a

better world, but that they might come into possession of eternal

salvation.

Gilbert T. Rowe.

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION MEETING

The second annual meeting of the Duke School of Religion

Alumni will be held at a luncheon on Tuesday, June 9, on the East

Campus. This will be on the first day of the North Carolina Pas-

tors' School and the day after the University's Commencement.

All School of Religion Alumni are urged to come to the University

on Monday, June 8, to the general Duke University Alumni Dinner,

be present that night for the opening of the Pastors' School, Inter-

national Relations Institute, and the Rural Church Institute, and

thus be present for the School of Religion Luncheon and meeting

on June 9.

The following tentative program has been outlined

:

Invocation Dean Elbert Russell

Introductorv Remarks The Rev. C. Wade Goldston,

Rocky Mount, N. C.

Vice-president of the Association

Alumni Address. . . .The Rev. J. G. Huggin. Jr.. Mt. Holly. N. C.
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Business—President's Report: The Rev. Wilson O. Weldon.
Columbia. S. C. Secretary-Treasurer's Report: The Rev. W.
A. Kale. Mooresville. N. C. Plans for the Future and Gen-

eral Discussion.

Election of Officers

Benediction

Those who plan to attend this meeting are urged to notify the

Secretary-Treasurer, the Rev. W. A. Kale. Mooresville, N. C. All

former students of the School of Religion are given a cordial

invitation to be present at this meeting.

Wilson O. Weldon. President.

The School of Religion Alumni Association was formed with

the idea that all members would share in the necessary expense

that would go with our activities. The Secretary of the Asso-

ciation was made responsible for collecting from each member one

dollar ($1.00) annually. The first year of our organization sev-

eral members paid their dues but not a sufficient number to enable

the Association to do many things which were planned. During

the past year practically no money has been sent in.

It should be confessed that the Secretary has made no strong

effort to collect dues from the Alumni but now that the Bulletin

lias become a reality it seems fitting that other activities should be

launched. The University has generously provided the monev for

publishing the Bulletin. Our Associations should pay for the

mailing permit. We should also arrange a program for the an-

nual meetings which would be worthy of the School of Religion

and of our Association. These undertakings require monev. Be-

tween now and the Commencement in June is a good time for all

Alumni to remit to the Secretary their 1936 dues. Make checks

or money orders payable to \\T
. A. Kale. Treasurer, and send them

to him at Mooresville, North Carolina.

W. A. Kale, Secretary-Treasurer.



DUKE SERVICE TO THE RURAL CHURCH

Among other services to society that Duke University is render-

ing, perhaps that which sets it apart as most unique among educa-

tional institutions is its contribution to the rural church and the

rural minister. Every effective social institution in the South,

whether religious, economic, or educational, must recognize an

obligation to that predominant area of the population known as

rural. In meeting such obligation, the educational as well as other

institutions throughout the South have made valuable contributions.

In addition to the usual educational service that a university is

capable of giving to the social order in whose midst it is situated.

Duke University has found new ways of utilizing certain avail-

able resources in the interest of the rural church. It is for these

new-found, direct types of service to the rural church that Duke is

coming to be widely recognized as unique.

Before pointing out some of the unusual and increasingly

effective means of rendering aid to the rural people through the

institution of the church, it should be said that Duke University

inherited from Trinity College a keen concern for the rural people

of North Carolina and surrounding states. Trinity College granted

free tuition to the children of ministers and to all student candi-

dates for the ministry of every religious denomination. This

financial aid was a direct benefit to the rural church because prac-

ticallv all ministers served rural churches. Even now after sev-

eral decades of increasing urban population practically all young

ministers spend their first years in rural territory, and approxi-

mately seventy-five per cent of them remain throughout life in the

rural field.

For ten years before the establishment of Duke University.

Mr. James B. Duke made liberal contributions annually for the

building of rural churches, for the maintenance of rural churches,

and for additional support to the superannuated preachers of the

two North Carolina Conferences of the Methodist Episcopal

Church, South, practically all of whom were retired rural min-

isters. These three funds were administered by the President of

Trinity College.

In 1924 Mr. Duke signed his famous indenture that resulted

in the transition from Trinity College to Duke University. Mr.

Duke made provision for the maintenance and increase of the three

funds that he had directed toward the rural church and the rural

ministry, and instructed The Duke Endowment to commit the re-
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sponsibility of administering the said funds to the President of

Duke University.

When the Duke School of Religion was organized it was ob-

vious that provision must be made for such courses and practical

experience as would best equip young ministers for the most effi-

cient service to the rural church. This seemed essential for the

reason that approximately seventy-five per cent of the people of

North Carolina and adjacent states live in rural territory. With
this special professional training in mind, courses in rural sociology

and rural church administration found their places in the curric-

ulum. At the present time the rural church courses offered in the

School of Religion are : (1 ) The Rural Church and Sociology

;

(2) Rural Church Administration
; (3) Practicum on Rural Church

Work; (4) Public Worship and Ordinances of the Church; (5)

The Church's Service to the Community. Cognate courses for

which credit is given to School of Religion students are: (1)
Church Music; (2) Church Architecture; (3) Rural Sociology.

Closely related to the courses offered in the School of Religion

for the benefit of prospective rural ministers is another educational

project of a practical nature which seems to be unique among the-

ological seminaries. By cooperation with The Duke Endowment
and the President of Duke University who administers the En-

dowment fund set aside for the maintenance of rural churches of

North Carolina, a plan has been evolved whereby well trained and

carefully selected theological students may give service during

the summer months to the country church by assisting the pastors

in charge of circuits. This idea was introduced in 1926 when five

students were sent out to as many rural pastors under whose

supervision their work was to be done. From this modest begin-

ning there has developed a unique clinical enterprise wherebv manv
theological students are allowed to spend ten weeks of the summer
months in the rural areas of North Carolina, rendering earnest

and effective service to the country charges and receiving prac-

tical experience that is invaluable. In 1935 there were sixty such

men on the field.

The types of service rendered by these theological students are

varied. The majority of them are assistants to pastors in charge

of rural churches, promoting the various features of the circuit

program. Some of them spend the entire ten weeks teaching in

training schools for local rural church school leaders. Others
devote the entire summer to evangelistic service. The students

are assigned to definite pastoral charges and districts upon the re-

quests of the preachers on the field. The requests from the min-
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isters in charge have always exceeded the number of men available

for service. The student assistants are required to report each

week to the professor in charge of the field work and are graded

according to their achievements. For their ten weeks of service,

the students receive an honorarium from the maintenance fund

of The Duke Endowment that makes it possible for them to con-

tinue their theological education.

A brief summary of the reports made by this group of pastors'

assistants during one typical summer will serve to indicate the

type and scope of the work done: 1,371 sermons preached; 7,241

pastoral visits made ; sixteen community and church surveys con-

ducted ; eighty-seven vacation church schools supervised, with

4,837 children enrolled and 497 instructors; 171 Cokesbury train-

ing courses taught in which 2,094 certificates of credit were issued ;

105 evangelistic meetings conducted, resulting in 679 additions to

the churches, 603 of whom joined by profession of faith. In addi-

tion to these activities that can be reported in figures, the young

men took part in Sunday School programs, worked with young

peoples' groups, taught Bible classes, directed music, led recrea-

tional groups, held prayer meetings, etc.

This type of clinical experiment seems to be unique as an educa-

tional method. It has provoked a multitude of inquiries from

many educational administrators. The results have been grati-

fying both as an educational factor in training students and as a

valuable contribution to the rural churches throughout the state.

In addition to the financial aid that The Duke Endowment
maintenance fund furnishes the School of Religion students for

their services to the rural churches in summer it also distributes

through the President of Duke University more than one hundred

appropriations annually for the support of underpaid ministers in

the rural church service.

By the same methods of distribution the University helps with

The Duke Endowment superannuate fund and the rural church

building fund. All the superannuate ministers of the two North

Carolina Conferences of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South,

receive aid each year. Several hundred rural church houses have

been built or improved with the aid of the building fund. A spe-

cial church architect has been giving full time to the drawing of

plans and supervising building programs in the interest of greater

efficiency and architectural beauty.

Another phase of service which Duke University is able to

render the rural church and ministry of the surrounding area is

that provided by the ministers' institutes conducted each vear on
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the University campus. For seventeen years Trinity College and
Duke University have cooperated with the two North Carolina
Conferences of the Methodist Episcopal Church. South, in a two
weeks pastors' school for Methodist ministers. The program of

the pastors' school always provides special courses and features

for rural ministers, and, of course, the large majority of preachers

attending the school are serving in rural areas.

The Rural Church Institute, a school specially planned for

rural ministers and sponsored by representatives of ten religious

denominations, has held two two-week sessions on the Duke Uni-

versity campus concurrently with the North Carolina Pastors'

School and the Institute of International Relations. This special

effort to contribute to the solution of rural problems of this area

has received the cooperation and interest of Duke University, and
further illustrates the desire on the part of those connected with

the University to serve the needs of this rural territory.

Mention should also be made of certain rural research enter-

prises in the School of Religion. A careful study of all rural

churches of white people in the state of North Carolina was re-

cently made by the writer. The results of this study were pub-

lished by the Duke University Press in a volume entitled The
Country Church in North Carolina. This book contains maps of

North Carolina's one hundred counties showing the location of

the rural churches of white people of all denominations. It also

contains certain economic, social, and religious data for each

county.

Several School of Religion students have made regional ex-

ploration in rural areas in writing their theses in fulfilling the re-

quirements for a B.D. degree. Some of the research work done

will be indicated by the following thesis subjects : ( 1 ) Country

Church Finance in the Western North Carolina Conference of the

Methodist Episcopal Church, South. (2) A Social Analysis of

Guilford Circuit. (3) The Objectives of the Rural Church in

North Carolina in Relation to the Rural Community. ( 4 ) The
Relation of Farm Income to the Methodist Episcopal Church,

South, in Rural North Carolina. (5) Rural Ministerial Efficiency

as Illustrated in the Durham District of the Methodist Episcopal

Church, South. (6) A Study of the Rural Features of the Xew
Deal. (7) A Study of the Racial and Denominational Distribu-

tion of the Rural Church Membership in South Carolina. 1900-

1930. (8) A Study of the Effect of Farm Tenancy Upon the

Church. (9) The Village Church in North Carolina.

f. M. Ormoxd.



THESES IN THE SCHOOL OF RELIGION

Shortly after the organization of the School of Religion a com-

mittee was appointed to make recommendations concerning the

problem of theses. The committee recummened that a thesis be

required of all candidates for the degree of Bachelor of Divinity

and the faculty adopted the report. This regulation, however, did

not apply to students who had entered with advanced standing in

September 1926. The graduates therefore of the classes of 1927

(Walter Conn Ball and Hersey Everett Spence) and 1928 (Wal-

ter Richard Kelley ) were not required to prepare theses. The class

of 1929 was the first class affected by the thesis requirement.

Since the opening of the School of Religion one hundred and

sixty-nine theses have been prepared. The titles of the theses

show that a large number of topics have been investigated. The
theses have varied as to size and quality, but it is the feeling of

the members of the faculty that each year a higher type of thesis

is being produced. This is due partly to the fact that the student

in the senior year is now given more time for his research, since

six semester-hours of credit is granted upon the satisfactory com-
pletion of the thesis. It is alsoi possible for the student to choose

his topic at any time during the middle year instead of postponing

the selection until the beginning of the senior year. Some students

now do part of their research during the second semester of the

middle year.

Perhaps many students while writing their theses felt that the

results of their investigation would be consigned to the Treasure

Room ( where all theses are kept ) and would never again be seen.

It may surprise many of our graduates to know that the theses are

constantly being used. Some of the theses are borrowed by stu-

dents in other institutions. During this year a number of the

theses were placed on the reserve shelves to be used as collateral

reading. A copy of every thesis written in the Department of

History of Religion and Missions is deposited in the Missionary

Research Library in New York City. A thesis written last year

was made the basis for an official report by one of the boards of

the Methodist Episcopal Church, South.

"I have completed all my work but my thesis" is a popular

phrase often heard in educational circles. That applies not only

to theological schools but to other institutions of higher learning.

It is the sincere regret of the faculty that there are a number of
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students who have delayed the securing of their degrees by failure

to complete the thesis. There are now thirty-two former students

who have completed all the requirements for the degree of Bach-

elor of Divinity with the exception of the thesis. It is encourag-

ing, however, to note that approximately half of these are now
engaged in writing their theses in absentia and their degrees will

be conferred in the near future.

The present regulations concerning the writing of the thesis

are as follows :

A thesis is required of all candidates for the degree of Bach-

elor of Divinity. It shall be of such a character as shall evidence

a knowledge of the methods of research and an ability to conduct

independent investigations. It shall be written upon some topic

in the major field of study. The candidate is responsible for the

selection of a suitable subject, which must be approved by the

professor in charge of the major field, and must be filed with the

Dean of the School of Religion on or before November 1 of the

academic year in which it is expected that the degree will be con-

ferred. Following the submission and approval of the subject

of the thesis no changes shall be permitted, except changes for

the purpose of clarification or limitation of the subject. A stu-

dent who does not complete his thesis within a period of three

years from the date of the approval of his subject must secure a

reapproval of the subject or the approval of a new subject. The

thesis shall be prepared under the supervision and guidance of the

professor in charge of the major field. No student shall be al-

lowed to write his thesis /'/; absentia except on the approval of the

Committee on Theses and upon the recommendation of the pro-

fessor in charge of the thesis. In all such cases regular reports as

to the progress of the thesis must be made to the professor in

charge, as often as he may deem wise.

The thesis shall be read by a committee of three members of

the Faculty of the School of Religion, one of whom shall be the

professor under whose direction the thesis has been written, and

two other members appointed by the Dean, one of whom shall be

of a department other than that in which the thesis is written.

Each candidate shall be examined orally on his thesis by the com-

mittee appointed to read it, said examination not to exceed one

hour in length. The thesis must be satisfactory to a majority of

the members of the examining committee, including the represent-

ative of the department in which the thesis was written.

A complete typed copy of the thesis shall be in the hands of
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the professor under whom the thesis is written, for correction, by

May 1, and three permanently hound typewritten copies shall he

presented for examination not later than May 15 of the year in

which it is expected that the degree will he conferred. Theses

submitted after May 15 shall not be considered as fulfilling the

requirements for graduation in that academic year. In the case of

extensive corrections of the thesis in the course of the examina-

tion such retyping and rebinding of the thesis as the committee of

examination may desire shall be required.

The following are the titles of the theses written by students

in the School of Religion, 1928-1935 :

1929

Fouts, D. L.

—

Motion Pictures in Religious Education.

Herbert, C. C, Jr.

—

Jesus and the Problem of Suffering.

Huggin, ]. G.

—

Bishop Asbury's Observations of the American Peo-
ple. 1771-1815.

Jerome, R. L.

—

Adaptability in Jesus' Method of Teaching.

Kyles, A. A.

—

Persecution of Early Christianity : from 64 to 313 A.D.
Phillips. J. G.—The LOGOS doctrine in the Fourth Gospel. Sub-

sequent to the Prologue.

Roberts. I. L.

—

The Modernist-Fundamentalist Fight Among the Bap-
tists and Presbyterians.

Southard, P. C.

—

Tendencies of the Disciples of Christ.

Spence, Bessie Whitted

—

The Significance for Religious Education of
an Experiment Conducted Among High School Girls Concerning

the Relation of Nutrition to Physical Health.

Stott, J. D.

—

The Development of Monotheism in the Hebrew Religion.

1930

Branton, R. R.

—

Outstanding Factors in Mississippi Methodism to

1844.

Cunningham, M. E.

—

An Examination of the Synoptic Gospels to De-
termine the Extent to Which Jesus Has Ascetic in His Thought
and Practice.

Dawson, R. G.

—

Evidences of Immortality.

Funk, S. W.

—

Jesus' Attitude Toward Wealth.

Gist, J. A.

—

Parent Education Agencies and Methods Affecting Pro-

gram in the Methodist Episcopal Church, South.

Green, C. S.

—

The Teachings of Jesus on Marriage and Divorce.

Guice, J. A.

—

American Methodism and Slavery to 1844.

Holler. A. C.

—

Reforming the Pagan Sabbath.

R. L. House

—

A Survey of the Churches of the Christian Denomina-
tion in North Carolina and Virginia 1915-1930.

H. H. Johnson

—

The Personal Religion of Jesus.
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A. A. Jones

—

A Constructive Study of the Ifcitings of James H.
Leuba and Ritfus M. Jones, with Reference to the Significance of

their Attitudes toward the Meaning of Mysticism for Evangelical

Interpretation of Christian Experience.

M. W. Lawrence

—

The Life of Marquis Lafayette Wood as Shown by

His Diary.

M. S. McCastlain

—

The Significance of Jesus for the Modern Religious

Mind.

J. B. McLarty

—

The Christian Evangelist : A Study in Modern Meth-

ods of Soul-Winning.

Fletcher Nelson

—

The Presiding-eldership of early Methodism.

L. J. Rainey

—

The Way of Sah'ation in the Major Religions.

Leon Russell

—

The Border Controversy in American Methodism from
1844 to 1866.

C. P. Womack

—

Jesus' Teaching on Forgrvcncss.

1931

C. A. Baker

—

The Struggle for Religious Freedom in Maryland. J'ir-

ginia. and the Carol inas to 1776.

A. E. Brown

—

The Problem of Education on the Mission Field.

J. H. Carper

—

Celtic Missions in Relation to the Church of Rome.

J. E. Carroll

—

The Rise of the Methodist Protestant Church.

V. E. Chalfant

—

Asceticism in the Old Testament.

Helen Dearmin Clark

—

Jesus' Conception of His Mission.

T. R. Coleman

—

An Examination of the Letters of Paul to Determine

the Extent to which He Thought of the Jewish People as Still En-

joying Special Privileges with God.

W. A. Cutter

—

Psychological Aspects of Post-Medieval Mysticism.

E. B. Edwards

—

The Nomad Element in Hebrew History and Culture.

W. Q. Grigg

—

An Endeavor to Determine the Extent to Which Paul

Was Ascetic in Thought and Practice.

D. R. Hunt

—

Educational Endeavors of Early American Methodism.

Jordan, F. B.

—

The Rise and Development of the Doctrine of Satan.

Kale, W. A.

—

The Christian Experience of Communion with Cod.

Keever, H. M.

—

A Study of the Conception of Orthodoxy Found in

the Pastoral Epistles with a Comparison with That Found in the

Other Writings Attributed to Saint Paul.

Kincheloe, M. S.

—

The Theology of Early American Methodism.

Minga, T. H.

—

The Attitude of American Protestants Toward War
Since 1914.

Murphy, H. E.

—

A Study in the Psychology of Adolescent Worship.

Nease, E. H.

—

History of the Western North Carolina Conference.

1890-1930.

Shuller, E. R.

—

Jesus' Conception of Divine Punishment.

Waggoner, A. C.

—

The Modern Missionary Apologetic.
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Walton, A. G.

—

Attempts Toward 1'nificatiou of the Methodist Epis-

copal Church and the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, 1865-

1926.

Wilkinson, J. G.

—

The Humanitarian Contributions of the Society of

Friends in America to the Year 1865.

1932

Acey. A. E.

—

Relative Importance of Preaching in Various Types of

Christian Public Worship.

Andrews, C. J.

—

The Debt of Mahatma Gandhi to Indian Religions.

Ashley, G. N.

—

Salvation in the Thought of the Reformation.

Atkinson, S. M.

—

The Nature of the Authority of Jesus.

Bowles, C. P.

—

An Examination of the New Testament Writings in

Order to Determine the Economic Status and Outlook of the Early

Christian Church.

Braxton, J. W.

—

John Wesley's Conception of the Ideal Christian.

Brown, C D.

—

Current Views of Christian Salvation.

Clay. C. W.

—

Education for Christian Interracial Adjustment in the

South.

Council, R. W.

—

The Relative Importance in Early Christian Thinking

of Jesus' Earthly Life and of the Conception of Him as Risen

Lord.

Davis, H. L.

—

Jesus' Teaching on Human Forgiveness.

Harbin, A. V., Jr.

—

The Rise of the Protestant Denominations in

Colonial South Carolina.

Hardin, H. M.

—

John Wesley's Experience of and Interpretation of the

Witness of the Spirit.

Hathaway, O. L.

—

The Outstanding Characteristics of the Anglican
Church in Colonial Virginia.

Hood. G. F.

—

The Idea of God in Recent American Protestant The-
ology.

Kolb. E. C.

—

Some Outstanding Characteristics of Southern Baptists

since 1900.

Pool. Bob Lem

—

Normal Religious Development of the Child.

Pope, Liston

—

The Humanitarian Ideals of Bahaism.

Root, P. A.

—

The Social Significance of Toyohiko Kagawa and the

Japanese "Kingdom of God Movement."
Rowland. J. L.

—

Apocalyptic Element in the New Testament.

Sharpe, R. M.

—

The Autonomous Churches Set Up in Foreign Fields

by the Methodist Episcopal Church, South.

Singleton, G. H., Jr.

—

History of the North Alabama Conference of

the Methodist Episcopal Church. South, 1890-1930.

Stafford, G R.

—

Country Church Finance in the Methodist Episcopal

Church in North Carolina.

Stokes, J. L.

—

The Text of Acts of the Duke New Testament.
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Thompson, L. H.

—

The Contribution of Francis Asbury to American
Methodism.

Williams, A. M.

—

The Beginnings of Protestantism in Colonial North
Carolina.

Williams, B. T.

—

Cultural and Racial Roots of Democratic Tendencies

of the Hebrew People.

Wilson, Raymond

—

The Participation of the American Clergy in the

American Revolution.

1933

Barnwell, Myrtle C.

—

Polygamy Among the Mormons to the Year 1896.

Barnwell, Roy James

—

The Bearing of the Evolutionary Hypothesis on

The Christian Doctrine of Sin.

Brown, James Witt

—

A Critical Analysis of the Gospel of Barnabas.

Brown, R. E.

—

A Comparative Study of the Teaching on Unbelief in tin-

Gospel of John and in the Epistles of Paul.

Carruth, J. R.

—

The Angelology and Demonology of the Early Chris-

tians.

Dean, W. E.

—

The Attitude of Southern Protestant Denominations to

the Freedmen During the Reconstruction Period.

Denton, E. S.

—

The Doctrine of the Divine Forgiveness as Stated by-

Some Recent English and American Theologians.

Donald, S. E.

—

The Emotional Nature of Mystical Experience as Re-

flected in the Lives of Five Typical Christian Mystics.

Evans, Garfield

—

The Relation of Church and State in Cuba.

Faulk, R. W.

—

The Idea of Sin in the Monotheistic Religions.

Foster, G. A.

—

The Attitude of Russian Communism to Religion.

George, L. B.

—

Prophetic Inspiration Among the Hebrews.

Giessen, C. H.

—

The History of the Little Rock Conference of the

Methodist Episcopal Church. South. 1890-1930.

Goldston, C. W.

—

The Atonement as Interpreted by Leading English

and Scotch Theologians, 1875-1925.

Hardee, R. M.

—

Conceptions of Immortality Current in Liberal Chris-

tian Thought i)i America.

Hastings, C. H.

—

The Methodist Episcopal Church. South. During the

Reconstruction Period.

Highfill. T. G.

—

The Position and Prospects of Buddhism in the Mod-

em World.

Holt, D. D.

—

Some Evidences from Psychical Research for the Sur-

vival of Human Personality after Bodily Death.

Huckabee, W. C.

—

The History and Significance of the Student Volun-

teer Movement for Foreign Missions.

Huffman, N. A.

—

The Text of Mark in the Duke New Testament.

Jenkins, T. R.

—

Outstanding Characteristics of the Pioneer Methodist

Circuit Riders in the Mississippi Valley Region Trior to 1844.
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Johnson, H. M.

—

The Activities of the Methodist Episcopal Church
in the Southern States during the Civil War and Reconstruction
Period.

Lefler, B. W'.

—

The Attitude of the American Friends Toward Slavery
Prior to the Civil War.

Maness, M. W.

—

The Relation of Farm Income to the Methodist Epis-
copal Church, South, in Rural North Carolina.

Prentis, Robert

—

The Place of Asceticism in the Thought of the Sec-
ond Century Church Fathers.

Robbins, C. W.

—

The Teaching and Practice of Charity in the Chris-

tian Communities During the Apostolic Period.

Robinson, H. M.

—

Significant Protestant Missionary Conferences from
Mildmay, 1878, to Jerusalem, 1928.

Russell, H. M.

—

The Objectives of the Rural Church in North Carolina
in Relation to the Country Community.

Sanford, M. S.

—

An Endeavor to Ascertain Jesus' Conception of Re-
ligious Salvation.

Still, J. R.

—

The Missions of Nestorian Christianity.

Tew, W. A.

—

Galilee in the Time of Christ and Its Influence on the

Ministry and Teachings of Jesus.

Thompson. A. C.

—

Jonathan Edwards' Conception of God.
Thrift, C. T., Jr.

—

The History of Theological Education in the Meth-
odist Episcopal Church, South, 1844-1915.

Trammell, J. F.

—

Canaanitc Civilization at the Time of the Hebrew
Conquest of Palestine in the Light of Archeology.

Whitsett, D. C.

—

Interpretations of the Cross in Twentieth Century
Liberal Thought in America.

1934

Adkins, A. C.

—

The Arminianism of John Wesley.
Barbee, C. W.—A Comparative Study of the Preaching of John and

Charles Wesley, George Whitefield, and Francis Asbury.
Blakemore, J. H.

—

William Jennings Bryan as a Factor in the Modern-
ist-Fundamentalist Controversy.

Boggs, C. S.

—

The Idea of God in Mediaeval and Modem Judaism.
Budd, W. C.

—

Changes and Proposed Changes in the Episcopacy of
the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, Since 1900.

Crook, W. E.

—

An Examination and Appraisal of the Transactions of
the Asiatic Society of Japan.

Hix. C. E., Jr.

—

The Idea of Salvation as Found in the Writings of
the Second Century Church Fathers.

Harrison, R. S.—The Attitude of the Methodist Episcopal Church.
South, toward the Lynching of Negroes Since the Civil War.

Huffman, Esther Sayre—The Aesthetic Tendencies of Children as a
Factor in Religious Education.
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Jackson. F. B.

—

The History of the Holston Conference Methodist

Episcopal Church, South, 1890-1929.

Justus. J. H.

—

An Historical Study of the Foreign Missions Conference

of North America.

Lee, J. D., Jr.

—

The Separation of Vanderbilt University and the Meth-
odist Episcopal Church, South.

Matheny, R. S.

—

The Influence of the Motion Picture upon the Char-

acter of Children.

McLarty, E. K.. Jr.

—

The Factor of Attention in the Protestant Service

of Worship.

Mover, G. S.

—

A Century of Progress in the Reformed Church in the

United States.

Nicholson, W. S.

—

The Hormic Theory of the Development of Emo-
tional Control as a Factor in Religious Education.

Pearce. H. E., Jr.

—

The Educational Influence of the Great Awakening
in the Middle Colonies.

Poole, W. G.

—

The Background and Culmination of the Characterizing

Beliefs of the Missionary Baptists in North Carolina.

Shewbert. J. E.. Jr.

—

The Origin and Significance of the Lord's

Supper in the Early Christian Church.

Spell, H. L.

—

The Attitude of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South.

Towards Sabbath Observance, 1900-1933.

Stokes, J. C.

—

Personal Problems of the Missionary and His Family.

Swackhamer, T. C.

—

Naturalistic-Humanism's Contribution to Re-

ligion.

Tarver, D. F.

—

A Social Analysis of the Guilford Circuit.

Tuttle. R. G.

—

Belief in Contemporary Divine Inspiration and Guid-

ance of the Early Christian Movement Found in the New Tes-

tament.

Twitchell. H. M.—The Attitude of the Methodist Episcopal Church,

South, on War and Peace, 1900-1933.

Weldon, W. O.

—

The Development of Social Ideals in Early Christian

Eth ics.

Wiley, E. E.. Jr.

—

The Contributions of Ephraim Emerson Wiley to

Holston Methodism.

1935

Anderson, W. K.

—

The Psychological Implications of the Christian

Doctrine of Solidification.

Barnett, L. P.

—

A Comparison Between the Fundamentalist and Liberal

Interpretations of Five Selected Christian Doctrines.

Carriger, T. P.

—

The Religious and Ethical Teachings of Contempo-

rary Negro Poetry.

Cook. P. E.

—

The Relation of Persecution to the Writings of the Xew
Testament.

Cook, R. A.

—

The Teaching and Technique of the Oxford Group.



The Duke School of Religion Bulletin 49

Cooley, W. F.

—

A Study of Certain Phases of the Oxford Group Move-
ment as Compared with Corresponding Phases of the Parly Meth-
odist Revival.

Council, L. B.

—

Jesus' Conception of Sin in Relation to Contemporary
Judaistic and Hellenistic Thought.

Edens. L. T.

—

The History of Methodism in the Mount Airy District

of the Western North Carolina Conference, Methodist Episcopal

Church, South.

Erwin, E. L.

—

The Meaning of Salvation in Current Liberal Christian

Thought in America.

Gibbons, K. F.

—

History of Theological Education in the Methodist
Episcopal Church. South, 1900-1934.

Hardwick, O. L.

—

The Position of Women in New Testament Chris-

tianity.

Howard, F. E.

—

Standards of Conduct in American Methodism.
Fiutson, H. H.

—

The Significance of Baptism in the Thought of Jesus
and the Early Church.

Jordan. H. R.

—

The Mohammedan Missionary Penetration of Africa.
Kelley, B. E.

—

Liberal Christian Views of the Efficacy of Prayer.

Kesler, A. D.

—

The Attitude of Bishop Warren A. Candler Toward
the Unification of American Methodism.

Lee. L. W.

—

The Attitude of the Leaders of the Methodist Episcopal
Church, South, during the Presidential Campaign of 1928.

McLamb, H. M.

—

The Hospital Movement in the Methodist Episcopal
Church, South.

Nail, L. E.—John C. Kilgo as a Christian Educator, 1894-1910.

Newton, P. F.—The Attitude of the Methodist Episcopal Church,
South, on Popular Amusements, 1900-1934.

Robertson, J. L.

—

The Influence of Greek Culture on Jewish Life from
334 B.C. to 70 A.D.

Sensintaffer, J. C.

—

John Wesley's Use of Lay Preachers.

Smith, C. M.

—

The Fusion of Jewish Apocalyptic Beliefs and Hellen-
istic Concepts of Salvation in the New Testament Writings.

Spence, F. V.

—

Policies Sponsored by Bishop James Cannon, Jr., as
Editor of the Baltimore and Richmond Christian Advocate, 1904-
1918.

Stokes, M. B.

—

Observations of Korean Native Religion and Social
Practice.

Stowe. W. M.

—

John B. McFcrrin, Editorial Controversialist 1840-
1858.

Taylor, R. H.—History of the Idea of God Among the Hebrews Cul-
minating in the Teachings of Jesus.

Tilley, L. A.

—

The Development and Character of Old Testament
Poetry.

fucker, K. I.

—

Character Education in the Eastern Carolina Training
School for Boys.

Whitehead. T. J—A Study of the Rural Features of '"The New Deal"
1933-1935. r, At rPaul V Garber.
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SCHOOL OF RELIGION STUDENT PASTORS

Forty-two School of Religion students are serving pastorates,

as follows :

North Carolina Conference—Steadman Bagby, Wadeville; C.

D. Barclift, Durham Circuit; Leon Crossno, Walstonburg; M. C.

Dunn, Bahama; W. C. Ellzey, Carrboro ; G. S. Eubanks, City

Road-White Memorial, Henderson; E. R. Hartz, Longhurst-East

Roxboro ; F. D. Hedden, Duke's Chapel ; M. O. Stephenson.

Lakewood, Durham ; M. C. Wilkerson, Andrews-Massey ; R. S.

Cody, Broadway: M. W. Warren. Newport; J. D. Young. Pitts-

boro.

Western North Carolina Conference—L. A. Bennett, Farmer ;

E. H. Brendall. Guilford; Harlan Creech, Duncan Memorial,

Charlotte; W. C. Dutton, North Monroe; W. K. Goodson. Oak
Ridge; W. J. Huneycutt, Coleridge; C. H. Peace, Stoney Point;

Fred Shinn, Morven ; R. J. Starling. Murphy Circuit; H. M.

LaFevers, Hudson; A. A. Lyerly, Cedar Falls; A. F. Phibbs,

Gibsonville ; S. C. Safrit, Ruffin.

Virginia Conference—J. B. Breazeale, Grace, Danville ; H. H.

Smith, Boonesboro.

South Carolina Conference—R. W. Spears, Ruby-Mt. Croghan.

Upper South Carolina Conference—C. F. DuBose, Irmo; G. S.

Duffie, Chester.

Baptist—C. E. Baker, Creedmoor
;
R. A. Morris, Carrboro

;

W. W. Hutchins, Liberty.

Congregational-Christian—F. E. Hyde. Sanford; W. J. Andes,

New Elam and Hayes Chapel ; R. T. Grissom, Fancy Gap.

Methodist Protestant—C. P. Morris, First Methodist Prot-

estant, Danville, Va. ; A. M. Smith, Kannapolis.

Disciples of Christ—L. A. Mayo, Holloway Street. Durham

:

T. W. Bowen, W7
alstonburg.

Pilgrim Holiness

—

J. V. Ellenberg. West Durham.

NEW MEMBER OF SCHOOL OF RELIGION FACULTY

Dr. William Franklin Stinespring, who is at the present assist-

ant professor of Biblical Literature at Smith College, has been

elected visiting professor of Old Testament in the School of Re-

ligion for 1936-1937. Dr. Stinespring is a native of the Valley of

Virginia. He was born at Daphne, near Harrisonburg, in 1901.

He received his B.A. degree from the University of Virginia in
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1924. and an M.A. in 1929. His Master's thesis subject was
Judgment Doctrines in Pre-Christian Eschatology. He studied

music in the Peabody Conservatory in Baltimore, 1925-1926. earn-

ing his way as floor walker and department head in Stewart's De-

partment Store. An illness which cost him his voice for a time

led him to give up the idea of a musical career. He returned to

the University of Virginia as instructor in Greek, 1926-1928, and

instructor in Biblical Literature, 1928-1929. While there he man-
aged and directed the universitv band.

Dr. Stinespring studied at Yale University, 1930-1932, receiv-

ing his Doctor's degree in Semitics under Professor Torrey in two
years. His doctoral dissertation was A Description of Antioch in

Codex Vaticanus Arabicus. During his second year at Yale he

held the Sterling Research Fellowship under which he collected

Greek, Syriac, and Arabic material on ancient Antioch in Syria

for the Princeton Archeological Expedition which is excavating

the site. He received the Two Brothers Fellowship at the Amer-
ican School of Oriental Research in Jerusalem, 1932-1933. The
following year he was granted the Thayer Fellowship at the same
school. During the summer of 1932 he was a member of Dr.

Albright's staff in the fourth campaign excavating Tell Beit

Mirsim. From September to March of that year he lived in a

Hebrew speaking home in Jerusalem, concentrating on modern
Hebrew. He was field director of the Yale-American School Ex-
pedition to Jerash in the spring of 1934.

During the years 1934-1935 Dr. Albright divided his time be-

tween the American School in Jerusalem and his duties as head of

the Semitics department of Johns Hopkins University. During

his absence from Jerusalem Dr. Stinespring acted as director of

the American School of Oriental Research and served also as

assistant director from September 1934 to April 1935.

In 1928 Dr. Stinespring married Mary Foxwell Albright. They
have one son, Forrest.

Dr. Stinespring is one of the best trained of the younger men
in the fields of the Hebrew and Arabic languages and in archeolog-

ical experience. He comes to us with a good classical background
and with considerable teaching experience, both in the English

Bible and in archeology.

Elbert Russell.
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SUMMER INSTITUTES

Commencement this year again falls on a week-end, Saturday

to Monday, June 6-8. The commencement sermon on Sunday

night will be preached by Dr. Frederick \Y. Norwood of City Tem-
ple, London, and the commencement address will be delivered on

Monday by Dr. Alfred Sze, of China.

Distinguished speakers will take part in the program of the

three summer institutes which will open simultaneously on the

evening of Monday, June 8. All three of the Duke institutes

—

pastors' school, international relations, and rural church—will be

held on the Woman's College campus with promise of good attend-

ance. The first term of the Duke Summer School will open on the

West Campus on June 11, and the Junaluska School of Religion

will open on the same date.

Among the platform speakers who will be heard at the various

institutes are included: Bishop Paul B. Kern, Bishop Edwin Holt

Hughes. Dr. C. J. Galpin, Dr. Edwin Lewis, Dr. Paul Green, Dr.

F. W. Otterbein, Dr. William Sadler, Dr. T. H. Sun, Dr. Fred-

erick W. Norwood, Dr. Roswell P. Barnes, Dr. J. Fred Rippy,

Dr. C. B. Hoover, Dr. Elbert Russell, Mr. Julien Bryan, and Miss

Mary Goodhue Cary.

The following courses will be offered: The Teachings of Jesus,

Galatians, Christian Education in the Local Church, Christianity

and Race Relations, The Spirit and Genius of Methodism, Parent

Education and the Local Church, The Church and Rural Welfare,

and The Church Facing the Alcohol Problem. Among the in-

structors are : Dr. Harvie Branscomb, Dr. James V. Thompson,

Dr. R. L. Russell, Professor J. M. Ormond, Mrs. H. D. Guerrant.

Dr. R. N. Havens, Dr. H. W. McLaughlin, and Dr. E. T. Thomp-

son.

INTERESTING ITEMS

A School of Religion Banquet at Duke Memorial Church,

April 7, was enjoyed by almost the entire School of Religion stu-

dent body and several of the faculty. The banquet took the form

of a stag joyride on the bus from school to "Happytown."

Those responsible for the arrangement of this delightful social

occasion were : Prof. H. E. Spence, W. J. Huneycutt, M. C. Wil-

kerson, E. S. Gruver, and the ladies of Duke Memorial Church.
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The Duke University School of Religion recently had added to

its list of organizations a Chaplains of Veterans of Future Wars
corps. At its initial meeting on April 9, W. J. Huneycutt, presi-

dent of the School of Religion student body, was made Chaplain-

in-Chief. with Charles S. Jarvis as his single aide.

This group is the second of its kind. The first was organized
at Boston University School of Theology. The Boston group is

headed by two former Duke men—W. McFerrin Stowe, Chaplain-
in-Chief. and John David Lee, Jr., secretary.

To date 59 have been enlisted in the Duke corps, ten of whom
are undergraduates. A number of "conscientious objectors'' have
so far resisted pressure into the service.

Rev. L. A. Mayo, pastor of the Holloway Street Christian

Church, placed his series of pre-Easter services in the hands of the

Deputation Committee of the School of Religion. Those partic-

ipating in the well-attended services were

:

Preachers: Carl W. Haley, Luther A. Bennett, Henry B.
Lewis, W. J. Huneycutt, H. C. Rickard, F. J. Jackson, E. E.
Wiley. Directors of Music were: E. S. Gruver, W. F. Pledger.
Carl W. Haley, J. M. Copeland, J. H. Fast.

The School of Religion soft-ball team is in the midst of a suc-
cessful season. The basketball team won 5 of its 7 games, and the
soft-ball team won its opening game, 17 to 14.

A number of men have enrolled on the swimming team, but
track representatives are few.

Dean Elbert Russell is spending three weeks during April and
May in a tour of the South speaking under the auspices of the
Emergency Peace Council and the American Friends' Service
Committee.

A university-wide missionary project is the support of Wev-
man C. Huckabee and family at Frazer Night School, Hiroshima,
Japan. During the present semester a successful effort has been
made to complete the pledge made three years ago which helped
send Huckabee to Japan. Plans are being made by a joint com-
mittee representing all the religious organizations of the Univer-
sity to take part in maintaining this Duke family. The School of
Religion students and faculty contributed to the missionary fund.
One alumnus, on a salary of $650. sent $100 to Huckabee to aid
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in his work. Alumni who may care to join with the School of

Religion in its share of this work may communicate with Professor

Cannon, manager of the fund.

Officers of the School of Religion Association recently elected

for the year 1936-37 are: President, M. C. Wilkerson ; Vice-

President, H. B. Lewis ; Secretary, J. H. Fast ; Treasurer, E. S.

Gruver.

During the past few years Bishop F. D. Leete of the Omaha
Area of the Methodist Episcopal Church has made a number of

donations to the library of the School of Religion. The most

recent gift by Bishop Leete consists of many pamphlets from his

own library and the minutes of the Joint Hymnal Commission and

the Joint Committee on Unification of the Methodist Episcopal

Church, Methodist Episcopal Church, South, and Methodist Prot-

estant Church.

On April 20. the students of the School of Religion had the

privilege of meeting and hearing Dr. C. H. Tobias. This noted

Negro leader, trustee of Paine College and Howard University,

now connected with the National Council of the Young Men's

Christian Association, was a visitor in Durham in connection with

the annual meeting of the Division of Cooperation in Education

and Race relations. Upon the invitation of Professor Garber,

Dr. Tobias addressed the Junior Church History class and other

students were invited to attend.

Jesse Phillips-Robertson, known as the "Singer of Psalms.''

presented an informing and inspiring program in York Chapel on

March 22. Phillips-Robertson has spent much time in this coun-

try and in the Orient studying ancient musical instruments, music,

and literature. The instruments he displayed and used were the

trumpet, psaltery, harp, timbrel, pipes, cymbals and stringed in-

struments, some of his own making, modeled after the originals,

and others obtained from Palestine. The musical arrangements

by H. Berger and word adaptations by Lillian M. Robertson are

no doubt modern and not entirely authentic in interpretation, but

they were none the less stirring when played and sung by the

baritone "Singer of Psalms," who in typical costume even inter-

preted the dances of the early Hebrews.
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CONSTITUTION OF ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

Article I : Name

The name of this organization shall he the Alumni Association of

the School of Religion of Duke University.

Article II: Objects

The objects of this association shall he the following:

1. To supplement the work of the Duke University Alumni Asso-

ciation in special reference to the School of Religion.

2. To foster friendly relations between the alumni of the School

of Religion and the Methodist Episcopal Church, South and all other

denominations.

3. To encourage the maintenance of high standards of admission

into and scholarship in the School of Religion.

4. To sponsor the publication of a periodical, devoted to the special

interests of the School of Religion alumni.

5. To keep in touch with the alumni of the School of Religion in

their several localities.

6. To cooperate with the student body association of the School

of Religion.

7. To encourage at all times the most cordial relationships between

the student body and the faculty of the School of Religion.

8. To encourage and perpetuate the highest standards of Christian

fellowship among alumni, students, and faculty.

9. To perform any other possible service of benefit to the School

of Religion and its alumni.

Article III : Membership

This association shall be composed of all graduates and all former

students who have completed at least one academic year in the School

of Religion of Duke University.

Article IV : Meetings

There shall be a meeting of the Association annually at a time and

place determined by the Executive Council of the Association.

The president may call meetings at any other time, after giving due

notice.

Article V: Officers

Section 1. The officers of the Association shall be a President, a

Vice-President, an Executive Secretary, and two councilors. These
officers shall compose the Executive Council of the Association.

Section 2. The officers named above shall be elected at each annual

meeting by any suitable method, decided upon at that time, and shall

hold office for one vear or until their successors shall have been elected.
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Article VI : Correspondents

The alumni of the School of Religion within the bounds of each

annual conference shall elect a correspondent, whose duty it shall be

to call together the alumni of that area at thejneeting of the annual

conference, and to inform the Executive Secretary concerning the

activities of the alumni in his conference; provided that the alumni
of the School of Religion residing in the mission fields or other areas

where the membership of this association is scattered, may determine,
with the approval of the Executive Council, the bounds of their organi-
zation.

Article VII : Alumni Address

The Executive Council shall choose a member of the Association to

deliver an address at the annual meeting of the Association.

Article VIII: Amendments

This constitution may be amended by a two-thirds vote of the mem-
bers present at any annual meeting.

BY-LAWS

Number 1 : Duties of Officers

It shall be the duty of the President to preside at the annual meet-

ing, to call meetings of the Executive Council, to appoint any com-

mittees which he may deem desirable and to perform the usual duties

expected of a president.

It shall be the duty of the Vice-President to serve in the absence

of the President.

It shall be the duty of the Executive Secretary to keep the minutes

of the Association, to maintain a complete and up-to-date list of all

alumni; to inform them of the activities of the Association; and under

the direction of the Executive Council he shall collect, hold and dis-

burse the funds of the Association, and edit and publish the periodical.

It shall be the duty of the Executive Council to act for the Asso-

ciation in regard to all matters not specifically delegated to any other

officer or group.

Number 2: Finances

The membership fee shall be one dollar ($1.00) per year, payable

annually.
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