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MONTHLY PLANNER

2010
Retirement Homes Month

This is a calendar of major denominational events. Also included are some regular holidays and special days/seasons of the Christian year.

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
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Retirement Homes
Sunday
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31 coming soon:
Saturday, May 22, 2010—Free Will

Baptist Children's Home will celebrate

90 years of Christian child care. More
details will be announced as they

become available.

Notes:
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REFLECTIONS
with C. H. Overman

The Right Connection
A few weeks ago in conversation the subject of cell

phone usage came up. I, like many others who grew

up with very limited technology in matters of commu-
nication, am often appalled at the wide-spread use of

cell phones. Quite often, while wanting for the green

light at intersections, I can't help but notice the num-
ber of people who are making their turns while using

their cell phones. And now the issue of text-messaging

while at the wheel has become common place. Several

states, including North Carolina, have outlawed text

messaging while driving, which carries a fine of $100

if caught. (Catching is the catch!) I wonder—how in

the world did we ever get along without them? The

truth is—we did get along and with a lot less hassel.

It just seems we have engrossed ourselves in continu-

ous connection to anyone who will answer our call. In

fact, that was the answer given when I questioned their

over usage. "They want to stay connected," I was told. I

wondered—connected to who and when and why, and

how important is it to be always connected?

It is not always necessary to disturb others, and our-

selves, with excessive conversation about things that are

mundane. I appreciate some of the businesses that have

a posted notice at their registers saying you will not be

served while engaged in cell phone usage. Emergen-

cies we understand, but even those can sometimes be

momentarily delayed until the right connections can be

made.

What about our connection in a spiritual sense?

Useless conversation can somtimes get us off track.

Likewise, our lack of dedication to our calling as Chris-

tians can result in spiritual lukewarmness or complete

turning away from His will and purpose. It happens

when we fail to pray, or when we become slack in our

worship and church attendance, or when the Bible is

neglected. It happens when we become engrossed in the

things of the world or when immorality creeps in.

The most important connection, of course, is the Holy

Spirit. Our own Articles of Faith set forth and substanti-

ate the importance of His presence, as follows:

"We believe that there is one Holy Spirit, the precious

gift of the Father through his dear Son, who is the di-

vine presence in our lives, who regenerates and sancti-

fies us, and whereby we are kept in perpetual remem-
brance of the truth of Christ, and in whom we find our

strength and help."

He is the Comforter that Jesus promised in John 14.

During this new year, may we as His dear children

stay connected and attuned to this great comforter and

teacher. These times demand that we be still and know
that God is God (see Psalm 46:10). Thus, the Holy Spirit

can bless and comfort.

m JWI9 f*
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RETIREMENT HOMES MINISTRY

January is Retirement Homes Month
SUBMITTED ARTICLE

Here we go again. Another year

has passed and a new year begins.

It seems 2009 was in high gear from

the beginning and would not slow

down. Most of the economic news
we heard this past year was not very

optimistic and many people have

found themselves struggling for the

first time in their lives. It is sad to

see so many people in need and not

be able to do all you would like to

do to help them.

This ministry has been so blessed

again. Even though the receipts have

fallen a bit, God has helped us to

trim some spending so we are not in

jeopardy of having to cut our help

to our clients. That is a real joyful

blessing to us and our clients.

As we begin this new year, we
have a tendency to look back at

some of the highs and lows of the

year. One of the biggest highs for

me is the number of presentations I

was able to make during 2009. It has

been a joy to meet so many of our

people who support this ministry

and to share the work with them.

We also completed some needed

repair work on the duplex (carpet,

steps, and general maintenance).

We were blessed to have added
three new clients during the year

and have an application now we are

processing. It is always a blessing

when we can assist one of our senior

members.

When we think about the lows,

we automatically look at the clients

we no longer are serving. The year

2009 saw one of our clients go to be

with the Lord and one who had to

be moved to an assisted living facil-

ity. We are saddened anytime we are

no longer able to help.

At the present time, we are

blessed to have 15 clients in our pro-

gram. I know we have many more
of our Original Free Will Baptists

who are struggling to make ends

meet each month and I trust as ap-

plications are received, we will be

able to meet the needs.

As I look at the churches that are

supporting this ministry, I wonder
why some chose to give so little or

nothing at all. Only about 62% of

our churches are supporting the

Retirement Homes Ministry. My
wish for the new year is that all our

churches would see the importance

of this ministry and begin to sup-

port it in whatever way they can. If

all our churches were supporting, I

believe that all needs could be taken

care of and we would have money
left to expand our services.

This ministry, like all our min-

istries, was started by our people

who saw a need. That need has not

changed over the past 35 years.

They are still there and in some cases

even more prevalent than before.

We diligently request your con-

tinued prayers for this ministry and
our clients, and for your continued

financial support. Any one of us

could find ourselves in need at any

time and it would be a real shame if

the help needed was not available

because giving had not been sus-

tained, or begun.

God has continued to bless the

Disability Equipment Availability

Program. We have several electric

wheelchairs now thanks to the peo-

ple who donated them and several

hospital beds that are in great condi-

tion and ready to be used. Of course,

we have other items that some of

our folks may need, so if you know
of a need, please contact us.

The Board of Directors and staff

of your Retirement Homes Ministry

pray you and your church family

have a prosperous year ahead. Re-

tirement Homes Sunday is January

17, 2010. We request that our church-

es receive a special offering on this

Sunday for Retirement Homes and

make this in addition to your bud-

geted support. Thank you for your

prayers and support and may God
richly bless each and every one of

you in 2010.

gap (AtOJt\
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CONVENTION NEWS

Preview of the 201 0 Original Free Will Baptist Convention
SUBMITTED ARTICLE

On May 18-20, 2010, the OFWB
Convention will hold its 98 th Annual
Session on the campus of Mount
Olive College. The theme for this

year's event is "Serving God With

Expectation." The Executive Com-
mittee is excited about the program

and is working very closely with the

Convention Services office to assure

a spiritual atmosphere as well as

practical learning opportunities for

everyone in attendance.

The Convention will begin with

the now-traditional Pastor's IMPACT
Banquet on Tuesday evening. All

pastors and their spouses are in-

vited as guests of the Convention

Services office. We will share a great

meal and present some very special

awards to those pastors and min-

isters who have reached milestone

anniversaries in their service to God
and the OFWB Church. Following

the banquet, we will assemble in

Kornegay Arena for the first of three

great worship services. Our special

guest speaker will be the Reverend

Eddie Moody, pastor of Tippet's

Chapel Free Will Baptist Church

near Clayton, NC.
President Charles Renfrow will

preside over the business sessions

on Wednesday and Thursday morn-
ings. These sessions will provide

information from our ministries,

an opportunity to meet the lead-

ers of our eight conferences and
other fraternal delegates and guests.

Thursday's session will include the

election of some Convention officers

and other ministry board and com-
mittee members. Worship service

speakers include President Renfrow

and the Reverend Roger Hill, pastor

of Oak Grove OFWB Church near

Newton Grove, NC.
On Wednesday afternoon, the

Convention Executive Committee

will be providing more than a dozen

learning opportunity workshops

and biblical encounters. These

activities take place in Raper Hall

and will provide you with practical

information and the possibility of

greatly enhancing the spiritual and
physical presence of your church in

the community it serves. A full list of

these workshops, along with more
Convention details, will appear in

the February issue of TFWB maga-
zine.

Mark your calendar now for the

98 th Annual Session of the Original

Free Will Baptist Convention being

held May 18-20 in Mount Olive,

NC. Limited special rate accom-

modations are available at the Sleep

Inn—call (919) 658-1002 and South-

ern Belle Motel call (919) 658-9404.

Additional information will be

available soon on your Convention

website at <www.ofwb.org>.

BE IT RESOLVED
Lose weight, exercise, read the Bi-

ble more, improve my attitude...and
on they go—resolutions that so often

die by the end of January. Is there

any way to succeed in achieving

my personal 2010 goals? Try shar-

ing your goals with others, in word
and action. Ask someone, or even

your entire church to participate in

your goal. Try such things as read-

ing through the Bible, or adopting a

local school as a ministry project, or

providing some manpower hours for

one of our denominational minis-

tries. Working toward a goal to-

gether makes the effort more enjoy-

able and reachable. It also promotes

accountability. Weekly contact with a

working partner will help keep you
on track.

For more information on resolu-

tion projects for 2010, contact your

pastor, a ministry director, or the

Convention Services office at <ofwb.

hq@ofwb.org>.

The Annual Meeting of the Membership of Church Finance Association, Inc. will be held

in the Hennessee Room of Mount Olive College, at 10:30 a.m. on Tuesday, February 9,

201 0. The Hennessee Room is located in the Murphy Building on the campus of Mount

Olive College in Mount Olive, North Carolina. Lunch will be provided by Church Finance

Association for those in attendance.

The purpose of the meeting will be to review the financial condition of the Associa-

tion, elect one member to the Board of Directors for a term of five years, and to transact

any business which may properly come before the membership. Should you require addi-

tional information, please call Donald Fader at 252. 523.. 5800.
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6th Annual Minister's Wives and Widows Retreat
The Original Free Will Baptist Sunday School Ministry is sponsoring the Sixth Annual Ministers'

Wives and Widows Retreat at Cragmont Assembly, Black Mountain, North Carolina, beginning Thurs-

day, January 28 and ending with Sunday morning worship on January 31,2010. This year we will be

focusing on a book entitled, "A Place of Quiet Rest" by Nancy DeMoss. When not involved in discussion

sessions, you may choose to shop, hike, sleep, sing, or just relax in front of the fire. Each participant will

receive a copy of Ms. DeMoss' book and hopefully a copy of the accompanying journal for your library

as we study together. We feel that this is truly going to be an uplifting weekend for the minister's wife or

widow. We will have a spcial activity available during the spare time as well. Several Cinderella Sisters

have asked to have the SPA back so this will happen as well. You will have plenty of time to study, sip,

and soak!

Registration is simple. Complete the following information and mail it to Mary Dudley at PO Box 39,

Ayden, North Carolina 28513. The information could also be emailed to <director@ofwbsundayschool

org>. THe cost of the weekend is $1 50 inclusive. The registration must be postmarked by January 23,

2010. If you need it, transportation can be arranged for you. We are hoping to have a comfortable bus

for travel. If you are not already a member, we invite you to become a member of the Cinderella Sisters

Support Group.

NAME:

ADDRESS
:

CITY: STATE: ZIP:

TELEPHONE:

E-MAIL:

ANY SPECIAL DIET NEEDS YOU MIGHT HAVE:
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SUNDAY SCHOOL MINISTRY P.O. Box 39 • Ayden, NC 28513 • 252.746.4963 • www.ofwbsundayschool.org

What Should The Public Expect From
Your Sunday School?

(A reprint from The Free Will Baptist Sunday School Reporter, Autumn 1969)

The Sunday School has a debt to pay. It SHOULD offer the public an example in all phases of

Christian living.

The public must see, in the Sunday School, people who demonstrate by persuasive living the inner

changes wrought by the gospel which is taught in the Sunday School.

The Sunday School SHOULD offer to the public a Bible study program. The basic need of men and

women everywhere is an understanding of God's Word, for herein are they brought face to face with

Jesus Christ the Saviour of mankind and of their need of Him and their responsibility to Him.

The Sunday School SHOULD offer to the public adequate leadership for Bible training. It is the

business of leaders to seek out and train men and women of all ages and for all ages.

The Sunday School SHOULD throb with a passion to save the lost in the community it serves. It

SHOULD not be nearsighted, but see the needs out to the ends of the earth.

The Sunday School SHOULD offer to the public a kindly, friendly, wholesome atmosphere.

The Sunday School SHOULD give to the public a higher social level—better homes, better

communities, better industry. It should stand against the forces of evil—the liquor business, vice,

crime, delinquency and terrorism of all kinds.

The Sunday School SHOULD give to the public a crusade to bring the community into such relations

with Christ as transform their attitudes, their motives, their choices, and their characters.

—Selected

The Sunday School Ministry in its planning for the 69th Annual Institute at Mount Olive College on March

5-6, 2010, is taking all these thoughts in mind in the workshops that are planned. Put these dates on your

calendar and plan to come to enhance your Christian service through your Christian Education program. The

February issue of The Free Will Baptist will carry the listing of workshops. We must always remember that as

your Sunday School goes, so goes your church. Our Lord expects and requires that we prepare for our ser-

vice to Him. He taught His disciples. Can we do no less for the people for whom we minister?

REMEMBER: You can call on the Sunday School Ministry staff if you need help in your church's Christian Edu-

cation program. Call us at the Headquarters, (252) 746-4963 or e-mail us at <director@ofwbsundayschool.

org.>
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Edwards and Crumpler Receive Lifetime Membership Award
SUBMITTED ARTICLE

The Mount Olive College (MOC)
Alumni Association named sisters

Gloria Wallace Edwards and Cathy

Wallace Crumpler lifetime members of

the College's alumni association during

homecoming weekend.

According to Dianne Riley, direc-

tor of Alumni Relations at the College,

"The Life Membership award is not

given every year. It is held for special

times."

Edwards, a member of the class of

1969, has shown dedication to both her

community and her church. She has

used her musical talents to faithfully

serve her church. She has brought hon-

or to her community through her career

in the field of education having served

as a teacher for 14 years and as public

relations director for Sampson County

Schools for 13 years where she won 27

state and national PR awards. Cur-

rently, Edwards owns and operates her

Positive Expressions, a public speaking

business.

Edwards

and her hus-

band, George,

a 1972 alumnus

of MOC, cur-

rently reside in

Clinton.

Crumpler,

a member of

the classes of

1975 and 1986,

has served the

Mount Olive

College Alumni

Association in

many roles. As

Pictured (l-r) are Gloria Edwards and Cathy Crumpler receiving their Lifetime

Membership Awards.

a public school teacher, she often has

the opportunity to promote her alma

mater to students. As the wife of a Free

Will Baptist minister, Crumpler also

promotes the College as a ministry of

the OFWB denomination. Additionally,

Crumpler has worked for 30 years at

Cragmont, the OFWB camp, and she

Welch Receives Hall of Fame
SUBMITTED ARTICLE

Dr. Alexis Barwick Welch of Kinston

received the 2009 Mount Olive College

Alumni Hall of Fame Award during

Homecoming Weekend. The award

was given to her in recognition of out-

standing contributions to her profession

and for her involvement in numerous

civic and professional activities.

Since 1989 Dr. Welch has served at

Lenoir Community College where she

is presently dean of Health Sciences/

director of Nursing Programs. She has

served as an Interim Health Occupa-

tions teacher at South Lenoir High

School, served as an associate degree

nursing lead instructor at James Sprunt

Community College, and performed

private duty and Home Health nursing

services for various agencies. She con-

tinues to serve as a nursing consultant

withAD Nursing Curriculum Develop-

ment.

Attending Mount Olive College

L-R: Alexis Welch and Dr. Philip P. Kerstetter,

president ofMount Olive College

when it was a two-year institution, Dr.

Welch graduated in 1973 and trans-

ferred to Atlantic Christian College

(now Barton) where she received her

bachelor of science degree in nursing.

She then earned her master of educa-

tion from East Carolina University and

her doctorate in education at NC State

University. Dr. Welch entered the nurs-

ing field in 1975.

has written a book for puppet minis-

tries entitled Hands Up For the Lord.

Crumpler and her husband, the

Reverend Joe Crumpler, a 1975 alum-

nus of MOC, make their home in

Mount Olive. They have one daughter,

Sarah, a 2004 graduate of Mount Olive

College.

Award
While a student at Mount Olive

College, she was very active in extracur-

ricular activities. She continues to be

active in community, civic, and profes-

sional organizations. Welch is a member
of the North Carolina Associate Degree

Nursing Council, the North Carolina

Conference of Associate Degree Nurs-

ing Directors, North Carolina Instruc-

tional Administrators Council, and the

Eastern Area Health Education Nursing

Advisory Board, to name a few. She

presently serves as Vice Chair of the

North Carolina Board of Nursing.

Over the years, Dr. Welch has been

recognized for her outstanding profes-

sionalism and skills in the field of nurs-

ing. Her array of honors includes being

named to the Cambridge Who's Who;
receiving the 1989 Excellence in Teach-

ing Award at James Sprunt Community
College; and receiving the 2003 NISOD
Excellence Award.
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Barefoot Receives Distinguished Service Award
SUBMITTED ARTICLE
Gary F. Barefoot, direc-

tor emeritus of Library

Services, received the 2009

Distinguished Service

Award at Mount Olive

College during Home-
coming Weekend. The
Distinguished Service

Award is given to an

alumnus for dedicated

service and achievement

as a leader in the commu-
nity. The award was pre-

sented by Jeff Daughtry,

director of Planned

Giving at Mount Olive

College and a member of

the Class of 1978.

Barefoot earned an asso-

ciate's degree from Mount
Olive College in 1959, and

continued his education

earning his bachelor's and

master's degrees from

the University of North

Carolina at Chapel Hill. A
native of Spivey's Corner,

Barefoot has had an ex-

tensive career in the field

of library services that began in

High Point City Junior High School.

After going on to work as a librar-

ian in Mount Olive public schools,

he began his 34-year tenure as the

director of library services at Mount
Olive College. At his retirement he

was named director emeritus of

library services at the College.

Barefoot is most well-known for

his work on the Free Will Baptist

Historical Collection at Mount
Olive College, which is the largest

known depository of Original Free

Will Baptist materials in the south.

He continues to serve the College as

curator of the Collection.

Barefoot volunteers his time in

many church, civic, and community
organizations. He has been a mem-
ber of the Exchange Club of Mount

Pictured (l-r) are: Gary Fenton Barefoot and Dr. Phil P. Kerstetter, president ofMount Olive College.

Olive since 1973. The only remain-

ing charter member, he has served

in every office, except treasurer. He
was a member of the Mount Olive

Jaycees for 12 years. He also vol-

unteers his time to help with the

Mount Olive Christmas parade, the

Mount Olive Pickle Festival, and

Read to Succeed, an organization

that helps teach elementary chil-

dren to read. During the Christmas

season, Barefoot can be spotted

ringing the bell for the Salvation

Army and every July 4 th he helps

the Mount Olive Community cel-

ebrate Independence Day.

Barefoot has been honored with

various awards because of his

dedication including Outstanding

Young Men of America, 1980 Mount
Olive College Alumnus of the Year,

and the 2007 Mount Olive College

Founders Leadership Award.

When MOC President Emeritus

Dr. W. Burkette Raper presented

Barefoot with the 2007 Founders

Leadership Award, he said "From
two rooms on the original campus
to Moye Library and the new Com-
munications Center on the current

campus, from 7,000 to more than

60,000 volumes, from a plan of

manual operations to high technol-

ogy, the footprints of Gary Barefoot

are indelible. His commitment to

both the College and the founding

church has been an extraordinary

contribution toward making Mount
Olive College the institution of

Christian higher education envi-

sioned by it founders."



Mount Olive College Celebrates Founding

SUBMITTED ARTICLE
November 24, 2009, Mount Olive

College (MOC) honored 36 employ-

ees and celebrated 58 years of pro-

viding Christian higher education at

the College's annual Founders Day

Worship Service.

Dr. Michael R. Pelt, professor

emeritus of Religion at Mount Olive

College, delivered the keynote ad-

dress. In his presentation entitled,

"Mount Olive College: The Early

Years," Dr. Pelt recalled the early l-r

founding and later development of and

the College.

The Mount Olive College Chamber

Choir, under the direction of Dr. Mela-

nie Crump, provided the special music

for the anniversary service.

During the event, Crystal M. Guy of

Clayton (Powhatan Church, Johnston

County) was awarded the Founders

Leadership Award, a $500 scholarship

sponsored by Dr. W. Burkette Raper,

president of Mount Olive College

1954-1995, and his wife, Mrs. Rose M.

Raper. The award is given in honor and

memory of those who, with vision and

leadership, initiated the founding of

Dr. Burkette Raper, Ms. Crystal Guy, Dr. Opey Jear

Mrs. Rose Raper

Mount Olive College in 1951 and those

who in subsequent years have provided

extraordinary leadership, services, and

support for the advancement of the Col-

lege.

The scholarship is presented to a

senior who has distinguished himself or

herself as an individual of character and

initiative and who has demonstrated

strong leadership qualities toward mak-

ing Mount Olive College the institution

of Christian higher education envi-

sioned by its founders. The recipient

is selected by a committee of faculty,

students, and staff representatives.

Crystal, the daughter of Mark
and Jackie Guy, is a senior psychol-

ogy major and religion minor. On
campus, she has been actively

involved in Phi Beta Lambda,

Campus Activity Board, Psychol-

ogy Club, College Search/QEP
Committees, Psi Chi Honor Society,

and the Undergraduate Alumni As-

sociation, to name a few.

This year, the Founders Leader-

ship Award was given in honor of

Dr. Opey D. Jeanes, vice president

for Special Services at MOC. Dr.

Jeanes has been employed at the

College for over 20 years, having been

actively involved in the transition of the

College from a two-year to a four-year

institution. Dr. Jeanes is the father of

three sons, Dale, James, and Paul and is

husband to Virginia "Jenny" Jeanes. He
sees his work at the College as a minis-

try.

Also during the service, Dr. Philip P.

Kerstetter, president of the College, rec-

ognized faculty and staff for their con-

tinued dedicated efforts. He presented

each service award recipient with a gift

engraved with the College seal.

Sumner Receives Alumni Servant Award
SUBMITTED ARTICLE

Because of the uniquely Christian

emphasis and mission of Mount Olive

College, the institution recognizes alum-

ni for demonstrating faithful service to

God's Kingdom in ways which are fre-

quently overlooked. The recipient of the

Mount Olive College Alumni Servant

Award must demonstrate faithfulness

to the Kingdom of God through service

to church, family, community or others

over an appreciable amount of time

without regard for financial or profes-

sional reward.

The 2009 recipient of the Mount Ol-

ive College Alumni Servant Award was
Becky Jo Sumner from the class of 1968.

Becky Jo is a retired Hertford County

teacher where her career spanned 30

years. She has served Woodman of the

World as a trustee and a scrapbook co-

ordinator of which her book won state

awards. A leader

iri Hickory Chapel

Church in Ahoskie,

Becky Jo has

served as Sunday

school teacher and

superintendent,

youth director, and

director of special

programs. She has

also been instru-

mental in planning

trips for her church

to support other

denominational

ministries such as Mount Olive College.

Becky Jo has been active in Woman's
Auxiliary work on the local level as

program prayer chairwoman, on the

district level as president of the Albe-

marle District, and on the state level

as recording secretary. She has been

named Woman of the Year

on all levels. She is a much
sought after teacher for

workshops and seminars.

She has authored many
programs, installation

services and the book DE-

VOTION, which is used

by women of the Woman's

Auxiliary. Becky Jo's work

with youth is especially

visible during summers

and holidays at Cragmont

Assembly, the camp of

OFWB, where the children

know her as the towel lady.

Becky Jo's service to the Mount
Olive College Alumni Board dates

back to the 1970s, and for her efforts

she received the Distinguished Alumni

Servant Award in 1981.

9



MOUNT OLIVE COLLEGE 634 Henderson Street • Mount Olive, NC 28365 • 1.800.653.0854 • www.moc.edu

Hansley Family Receives Heritage Award

L-R: Sylvia Hansley holding grandson Parker Wells Hansley, Cynthia Hansley, Phil Hansley, Elizabeth Hansley, David Charles Hansley, Nettie

Hansley Woodall and Dr. Philip P. Kerstetter, president ofMount Olive College.

SUBMITTED ARTICLE

A family tracing its roots back to

the beginning of Mount Olive Col-

lege is this year's Heritage Family.

The Heritage Family award is given

to a multigenerational family that has

provided many years of faithful and

loyal service to Mount Olive College.

Claiming the 2009 award, the Han-
sley family branches out across five

decades of the Institution's existence.

The Reverend David Wells Han-

sley and wife, Mary Elizabeth Cle-

ments Hansley, were instrumental in

the founding of Mount Allen Junior

College now known as Mount Olive

College. In 1953 with only $6.17 in

the College treasury, Mr. Hansley

persuaded the Convention of Origi-

nal Free Will Baptists to purchase an

old abandoned public elementary

school building in downtown Mount
Olive. The cost of the building was
$25,000, the vote was approved, and

the building was purchased for the

College.

In those early years there was
much criticism to be faced, but Mr.

Hansley's faith never waivered. He
served as chairman of the Board of

Trustees until 1963 and as a member
until 1970. Mr. Hansley did not live

long enough to see everything he

wanted to see come to pass at Mount
Olive College, but he did see both of

his children, two of his grandchildren

and several other relatives attend the

institution.

In 1954, the first 22 students en-

rolled at Mount Olive College, among
them was Hansley's daughter Nettie

Hansley Woodall, who graduated

from the institution in 1956. Han-

sley's son, David Charles Hansley

celebrates his reunion this year with

the class of 1959. David Charles later

worked at the College as a special

assistant to the president. Two of the

elder Hansley's four grandchildren

also attended Mount Olive College

—

Phil and Cynthia Hansley. Mr.

Hansley presented the first four-year

diploma in 1986 to Calvin Heath, a

Ministerial student.

The Hansley family was honored

on November 21, 2009 for its ex-

traordinary leadership and support

through the academic development,

the student life and Christian Spiri-

tual life enrichment of Mount Olive

College during its formative years.

The award was presented by Cathy

Wallace Crumpler from the Class of

1975 and 1986. David Charles Hans-

ley, who has followed in his father's

footsteps as an ordained OFWB
minister and who has maintained

tremendous involvement within

denominational ministries including

Mount Olive College, accepted the

award on behalf of his family.
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Svortunities at

UNT OLIVE COLLEGE
For high school seniors

January 1 8, 201 0: Visitation day at Mount Olive College

High school seniors and their parents are invited to attend Visitation Day on Monday, January 1 8, 201 0 starting at 9 a.m.

The day is designed to help prospective college students and their families learn more about how to prepare for college

life. To make a reservation, send a message to <admissions@moc.edu> or call (800) 653-0854 and ask for the admissions

office manager.

Private campus visits can also be scheduled for students who cannot attend one of the visitation days. Call or send

e-mail to get your special visit on the schedule at <admissions@moc.edu> or (800) 653-0854. Ask for Meredith, our

office manager, who schedules the campus tours. To see profile information on campus tour guides, visit <www.moc.
edu/?traditional/traditional> tour guides.

Admissions representatives, faculty, staff, and student tour guides are glad to see prospective students visiting our

campus. If you come any day Monday-Friday, when classes are in session, you are likely to see students in laboratories

dissecting specimens, athletes practicing their sport, musicians rehearsing, and artists doing their magic with paint,

graphic design, or drawing. If you visit on the weekend, choose a time when you can see some of our NCAA II Trojan

Teams on the playing fields. Our admissions staff will be glad to help arrange for you to meet the people who can help

with your financial planning, too.

SAT/ACT Test Planning

High school seniors and juniors should be making plans to take or re-take the SAT or ACT. To learn more about test

dates and locations, students can talk with their guidance counselors or visit <Collegeboard.com> and <ACTstudent.

org>. MOC accepts the highest combination of scores, so taking the test more than once is recommended.

For college transfers and early high school graduates

If you are a college transfer student or an early high school graduate ready to start college in January 201 0, complete

our free online application at <www.moc.edu> and have your transcripts sent to Tim Woodard, Director of Admissions,

634 Henderson Street, Mount Olive, NC 28365. Then contact him about your plans to attend MOC at 1 -800-653-0854 or

<twoodard@moc.edu>. Do it soon. Classes begin right after the holidays.

One Night a Week Programs

One night a week programs for adults who need the convenience of evening higher education opportunities are

available at New Bern, Jacksonville, Mount Olive Evening College, Research Triangle Park, Wilmington, and Washington.

MOC has 6 locations where adults can enroll in one night a week programs. All programs meet from 6-10 p.m. on the

same night every week. To make contact with an admissions representative at one of our locations, call 800-NEW GOAL.

Evening College at Mount Olive

Criminal Justice and Criminology (CJC) begins 1/16/10

Management and Organizational Development (MOD)
begins 1/19/10

Heritage Associate Degree Program (HP) begins 2/5/10

Early Childhood Education (ECE) at Johnston CC begins

2/8/10

Mount Olive College at New Bern (800-NEW-GOAL)
Management and Organizational Development (MOD)
begins 1/13/10

Mount Olive College at RTP (800-NEW-GOAL)
Heritage Associate Degree Program (HP) begins 1/7/10

Health Care Management (HCM) begins 1 f\ 3/1

0

Management and Organizational Development (MOD)
begins 2/9/10

Management of Information Systems (MIS) begins 2/24/1

0

Mount Olive College at Washington (800-NEW-GOAL)
Heritage Associate Degree Program (HP) begins 1/13/10

Health Care Management (HCM) begins 1 /1 9/1

0

Mount Olive College at Wilmington (800-NEW-GOAL)
Heritage Associate Degree Program begins 1/21/10

Wayne and Ruth West are pictured with students after conducting a chapel

service on MOC Campus in November. L-R: Larry Edwards, Amber Jackson,

Tabatha Kennedy (Sandy Plain Church, Duplin County), Kelli Kosuda, Ruth

Cotton West, Wayne West, Joshua Barfteld (Shady Grove Church, Sampson
County), Nick Lewis (Antioch Church, Craven County), Audrey Oivens (First

Church of Wilson, Wilson County), Warren Jones.
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2010 SUMMER SCHEDULE
MORNING STAR

April 9-11, 2010

Joan Little

7063 Stantonsburg Rd.

Farmville, NC 27828

252.753.3217

MINISTERIAL ASSOCIATION OF OFWB
June 7-9, 2010

John Hill

3445 NC 1 1 1 Hwy.

Goldsboro, NC 27534

252.230.1845

DAY SPRING CONFERENCE
June 9-12, 2010

Joan Little

7063 Stantonsburg Rd.

Farmville, NC 27828

252.753.3217
Pee Dee Youth Conference

CRAGMONT YOUTH CONFERENCE
June 13-1 7, 2010

Angela Mattox

471 1 Edgewood Dr.

New Bern, NC 28562

252.637.5918

GENERAL YOUTH II CONFERENCE

Brad Williamson, Director—252.752.5846

Wilma Parker, Register—252.522.0967

Kinston, NC 28501

CHRISTIAN CADET CONFERENCE GENERAL YOUTH 1 CONFERENCE
June 21-26, 2010 July 19-24, 2010

Joey Williams Bryant Hines

139 Windyfield Dr. 7946 Bear Grass Rd.

Goldsboro, NC 27534 Robersonville, NC 27871

919.734.9080 252.792.5745

PEE DEE YOUTH CONFERENCE YOUNG PEOPLE'S BIBLE CONFERENCE
June28-July 1, 2010
Buddy Sasser

6263 Blalock Road 1071 Gurley Dairy Rd.

Lucama, NC 27851 Pikeville, NC 27863

919.734.3320

BED, BREAKFAST & BLESSING CORNERSTONE WOMEN'S CONFERENCE
July 1-4, 2010 August 1-6, 2010

Cragmont Assembly Joan Little

1233 North Fork Rd. 7063 Stantonsburg Rd.

Black Mountain, NC 2871 1 Farmville, NC 27828

877.669.7677 252.753.3217

YOUTH FRONTIER CONFERENCE (YFA/AFC)

July 5-10, 2010
Frankie Baggett

5403 Weyerhaeuser Rd.

Ayden, NC28513
252.746.7850

EMMANUEL WOMAN'S MINI CONFERENCf
September 10-12, 2010

Joan Little

7063 Stantonsburg Rd.

Farmville, NC 27828

252.753.3217
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'MiOOP

BY REV. JOHN HILL, Pastor of Goldsboro First Church

A Sermon preached at the Cape Fear Conference Union Meeting,

December 5, 2009 at the First Free Will Baptist Church of Goldsboro.

Scripture Text: Genesis 3:8-19,22-23; Revelation 21:1-7, 22-27

Recently, Time magazine pub-

lished a pathetic picture. It was a

picture of a young Middle Eastern

man. He was standing along the

sidewalk. His clothes were simple...

battered sandals, canvas shorts, and

an open buttoned shirt and a ragged

black beard. Around his neck was a

chain and on that chain was a key. .

.

perhaps a key to the home where he

once lived. As he posed for the pic-

ture, he raised his arms to his side as

if to say...How can I live here? How
can I live in this war torn land? Is there

no Hope? Is there no Peace? Is there

no Love? Is there no Joy?

There was a time in our nation

when Christians lived in a nation

that was predominantly Christian.

There was at time that our nation

was governed by biblical principles...

now it is led by Psychology Today.

There was at time when atheists

would have to rally to be heard. . .now

it is the Christians who must rally to

make room for ourselves. There was
a time when one could walk down
the streets of Goldsboro without the

least thought of violence. . .now the

Church must rally in an effort to stop

the funerals of senseless killing. There

was a time when the whole world was
at peace and lived in harmony with

our Creator. . .but now. . .the world is

left in shambles from a broken...fallen

world.

We now live in a world full of vio-

lence and war. We now live in a world

of over active cells that produce that

abominable disease we call "can-

cer." We now live in a world where

disagreements are settled by guns

and knives. We now live in a world

where all it takes to be elected to an

office is to prove who can tell the

most believable lie. How can we live

with any Hope, Peace, Love, and Joy

in a world that decimates our hopes,

disrupts our peace, corrupts our iove,

and perverts our joy?

This is truly a fallen world! This

is a world that has casts its pearls

before swine! This is a world that is

seemingly ruled by our hedonistic

"feel-good-religion." A world full of

Christians who want prosperity rather

than discipleship! This is a world that

has fallen not because of the sin of a

god-complex.

This is a world that is seemingly

ruled by our dog-eat-dog nature. We
are driven by our desires rather than

Hope! Dominance rather than Peace!

Sex rather than Love! Pleasure rather

than Joy! How can we live here?

How long will we wait? Will the OFWB
Church survive in this fallen world?

How can we preach of Hope, Peace,

Love, and Joy...when the experi-

ences of our lives tell us there is none

of these on Earth? Why has God left

us here? ...My God, My God...Why
have you forsaken your Church in this

world?

But my friends... all Hope is not

lost! For John saw a glorious city! A

New Jerusalem! Where God is the

Ruler! Where the Lamb of God is the

Light! Where God Himself will wipe

away every tear! Where death will

cease! Where mourning, crying and

pain will be no more!

Fellow church leader, all Peace is

not lost! For John saw a glorious city!

A New Jerusalem! Where the Prince

of Peace reigns in majesty and glory!

Where the Lamb that was slain will

slay those who seek to take our lives!

Where those who have hungered for

righteousness will be filled and those

who thirst will be quenched forever-

more.

Fellow pastor, all Love is not lost!

For John saw a glorious city! A New
Jerusalem! Where the Bride will be

adorned and joined with her husband!

Where the Lover of Souls will gather

us all together and meet every need!

Where the Author of True Love will

write upon the hearts of all people

the lessons of His unfailing love and

compassion!

Fellow Christians, all Joy is not

lost! For John saw a glorious city!

A New Jerusalem! Where the saints

will sing together the praises of God!

Where our expressions of ecstasy will

not be hindered by darkness of night!

Where our blissful existence will never

be harmed by the presence of war

and strife!

Fellow believer... our Hope is in

knowing that one day. . .we will not live

here. . .but that the King of the Ages

will return one day to bring to end this

fallen world! One day, the Anointed

Christ will forge tanks into tractors. .

.

one day, the Lamb of God will break

the switchblades into plow shares. .

.

one day, the Prince of Peace will melt

the pistols into pruning hooks...and

one day, we will rest in this New Jeru-

salem and learn of war no more!

One day. . .our world will end. . .the

old will pass away and we will behold

a new world not marred by the sin of

humankind! For this is the message I

bring to you so that your Hope, your

Peace, your Love, and your Joy, may
be full!

May our prayer be today. . Marana-

tha... Lord Jesus, come quickly!
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Raising the Standard—First Women's Conference
BY FAITH G. PEROCILLO

Pastors' wives and women from

our local churches attended the First

Women's Conference of the Original

Free Will Baptist Church, Internation-

al in Villabulsita, Bulacao, Cebu City,

Philippines. Three speakers spoke on

the theme: "Raising the Standard"

and encouraged the women to be up-

dated in their ministry involvement.

Those who were not involved in any

ministry were encouraged to do some

specific ministry. Pastor Archangel

Dumanon spoke on prophecies in the

last of the last days and the role of

everyone, of which he was emphasiz-

ing that the ministry is not only lim-

ited to some men, but that the Lord

God is pouring out His Spirit upon all

flesh in the latter days. In the confer-

ence the women learned that so much
needs to be done and they should not

lag behind but should do more for the

Lord Jesus because He is coming very,

very soon. A larger attendance should

have been observed had the women
in the different churches placed their

leave from work in a much earlier

time. But now that they know that the

Women's Conference is on equipping

women to participate in serving the

Lord through various ministries of

the local church, they have commit-

ted to attend the second Women's
Conference which is scheduled for

next year.

Faith Perocillo spoke on the "King-

dom Principles of Financial Increase"

and "The Role of Women in the Fi-

nancial Matters of the Home" which

will in turn affect the support of

families to the church finances. They

have seen the critical role of women
in sowing seeds into the ministry for

a greater harvest for their families.

God has destined the church to expe-

rience miraculous financial harvest

and how God's people are used to

finance the great harvest of souls in

these last days. Because of the great

revelation of truth imparted to them

they were much impacted by it. They

all went home and have positioned

themselves for a much greater harvest

knowing the seed faith principle.

Tirzah Perocillo spoke on the

"Leadership of Women in the Home."

The emphasis was that whatever min-

istry God has entrusted to women, it

must be taken with high regard and a

great privilege and do it as if no one

else can do it. They must also have

the sense of accountability for God
can replace leaders with people who

will show themselves more compe-

tent and committed. Having the right

attitude will determine the altitude

of service toward God. Availability is

never replaced with talent or skill.

The women went home full of ideas

that they will initiate once they arrive.

They have seen that partnering with

their local pastors in the work of the

Lord Jesus and in becoming armor

bearers for their pastors will surely

allow God's grace to manifest in the

work of the local church.



God Will Make a Way
BY FLORA D. BORJA
Kareen D. Ledesma, is 14 years

old and is the oldest child of one

of our members in our outreach

at Decala, San Vicente, Palawan,

Philippines. She suffered a severe

illness that left her almost com-

pletely paralyzed. She could only

move her right hand and partially

move her head. For almost six

months she had to be fed by a

tube. The doctor gave her only

a 50/50 chance to live. She had

meningitis. Water accumulated on

her brain. Her parents and family

were hopeless, but we prayed and

encouraged them that "God will

make a way where there seems to

be no way"—this is a message in

a song by Don Moen. We can't

—

God is able!

It has been more than one year

since this happened. Thanks be

to God and the faithful assistance

for Kareen's medication, especially

by the Board of Foreign Mission

through the efforts of Rev. Harold

Jones and Ma'am Sandra Jones. Ka-

reen is still on medication and be-

ing benefited by medical assistance

from the Board of Foreign Missions.

Kareen D. Ledesma

It is more than a miracle because

she is now progressing to complete

wellness. Only sometimes she can-

not balance her body, which causes

her to fall down. She is able to smile

again. She can hear and understand

what we are saying to her. She,

however, remains speechless.

She always attends our worship

services activities. On one occa-

sion, I was disappointed in her.

Why? When Pastor Borja was
delivering the message of salva-

tion through faith in Jesus Christ

and the importance of baptism,

she got her cell phone and typed

over and over. After the service

she gave the cell phone to the

Pastor and she had typed the

following words, "AKO BA AY
HINDI PA PWEDE MABAP-
TIZE IF TINANGGAP KO NA
SI HESUS BILANG LORD AND
SAVOIR?" Which means I am
not worthy to accept Jesus Christ

as my personal Lord and Savoir

and be baptized. God enabled us

to show her how much He loves

her. Then we studied the impor-

tance of baptism. Kareen accepted

Christ as her Savior and on Octo-

ber 15, 2009, she was one of the 28

young people and adults who were

baptized.

Glory to God! Please continue to

pray for Kareen.

Baptism in Gawid, Philippines
BY REV. BERNARDO M. BORJA
Praise God for 28 young people

and adults who were baptized in

Gawid! In Matthew 28:19-20 "Go
ye therefore, and teach all nations,

baptizing them in the name of the

Father, and of the Son, and of the

Holy Ghost: Teaching them to ob-

serve all things whatsoever I have

commanded you: and, lo, I am with

you always, even unto the end of

the world. Amen." This is our ma-
jor purpose, that all Christians go,

make disciples, baptize, and teach.

We know it pleases our Lord. The
Holy Spirit is always "WITH US."

It is our prayer and commitment to

make disciples and baptize many
people, not only in our place but in

"ALL NATIONS" of the world.

Let us continue to pray and sup-

Baptism candidates line the beach awaiting baptism.

port to fulfill the Great Commission
of our Lord. Our joy is to serve the

Lord faithfully even in the midst

of many trials and crisis. His grace

abounds to our needs in all aspects

of our life. Pray for the Christian

growth of the newly baptized, that

God will help them grow and bear

fruit.
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Baptism in TayTay Palawan, Philippines
BY REV. BERNARDO M. BORJA
Last October 27, 2009 we held a

Baptism ceremony of six (6) young
people at the front of Old Spanish

Fort in Taytay Palawan. Many local

tourists watched our service and

observed what we did in Ceremo-

ny. I told the Baptism candidates

that is your good opportunity is to

have this wonderful public testi-

mony of being a disciple of Jesus

Christ "in words" and "in deeds"

and let us pray that many people

will see our life is being changed

and conformed gradually into the

image of Christ in our life. It is our

responsibility to testify to our com-

munity that JESUS CHRIST is the

Master and Lord.

This Ministry is the fruit of prayer

and work faithfully with our co-

worker Ptr. Gorgonio Mate. Please

pray for the monthly long travel of

Rev. Bernardo M. Borja from Caru-

ray to Taytay assisting the ministry

in Taytay by means of riding the

motorbike as means of transporta-

tion. God bless all of us. For the

glory of God.

Progress on the House of Prayer in Balchik
BYHAROLD JONES
These pictures show the progress

of the House of Prayer in Balchik,

Bulgaria as of December 11, 2009.

Willem said the following concern-

ing this project:

"The builder is working with

as many people as possible and
it looks to us that the quality of

building is excellent. Melich, the

contractor, is very keen on quality.

Without addition to the price, some
extra windows have been made in

the attic. This will be useful for the

future.

The roof tiles have arrived and

the roof will be completed before

Christmas. Until today, we have

had no frost and the heavy rains

were everywhere except here. This

is a miracle in itself. The Lord has

provided perfect weather for this

project.

Thank you for the part you have

played in making this dream a real-

ity
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Church, what is

OOP
BY REV. JACK WEATHERSBY Part 1 of 2

We do have a message! What is

it? Do you have any idea of what the

message is? Do you know what it is

really all about? The answer is found

in 1 John 1:5-10. John said in the fifth

verse "...God is light and in Him is no

darkness at all." This is then the mes-

sage but it is not all of the message.

John wrote 50 chapters of our Bible

and did he ever fill them with informa-

tion? Twenty-one of these chapters

teach us how to believe. In fact, the

word "believe" is used 98 times. The

most important place the word is used

is in Acts 1 6:31 , "...Believe on the

Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be

saved..." Yes, Church! John's gospel

teaches us how to believe.

In 1 , 2, and 3 John, He teaches us

how we are to behave. However, we
have to know how to believe before

we are able to behave. Until we figure

out what we are supposed to be doing

about believing, we just are not able to

understand how to behave. John also

said we are to behold after he wrote

the seven chapters on behaving.

After John wrote on how to behave,

he wrote 22 chapters of the book of

Revelation on how the church is to

behold, which is to look for Christ's

return. In these chapters, as we know,

God revealed what He was going to

do in the days ahead. If we add them

up, there are 21 chapters on "Believe,"

seven chapters on "Behave," and 22

chapters on "Behold," which totals the

50 chapters that John wrote.

In the book 1 John, we are given

four basic reasons why he wrote the

book. First, in John 1 :4, he wanted us

to learn how to be happy: "And these

things write we unto you, that your

joy may be full." The second reason

is found in 1 John 2:1 : "...these things

that I wrote unto you, that ye sin not."

He is telling the church not only to be

happy but to be holy! Third, he shares

in 1 John 2:26, "These things have

I written unto you concerning them

that seduce you." He is saying "Don't

be pulled off the track." Many are out

there on the highways and by-ways

diluting or "watering down" the mes-

sage of God and appealing carnally to

the flesh. John warns the church about

these things. So, the third thing he is

saying is "We need to help with the

flesh" and we certainly do!

Fourth, John said in 1 John 5:13,

"These things have I written unto you

that believe on the name of the Son of

God; that ye may know that ye have

eternal life..." Finally, he wrote to pro-

claim our need to always have hope

and promise of eternal life.

These are some good words. This

is why John wrote the book, he want-

ed all of us to learn how to walk with

the Lord and in the Lord. He said, "This

is the message..." He did not say "This

is one of the messages," even though

there are many. He didn't say, "This is

a message." He said, "This then is the

message which we have heard of him

and declared unto you..." (1 John 1 :5).

Here is where we got it and here is

what we are doing with the message.

It is important that we learn where

to get it in order to know what to do

with it. If we get it in the wrong place, it

will not help many if any people at all.

Note, also, that the Apostle Paul said,

"For I delivered unto you that which I

also received..." (1 Corinthians 15:3).

He was saying, "I have given to you

that which had been given unto me."

Church, it is so important for us to

learn the simple approach. Get it and

then give it. Get some more and give

some more. Keep on getting and giv-

ing. ..The Message!

In 1 Corinthians 11:23, Paul said

again, "For I have received of the

Lord that which I also delivered to

you." Once more, he received and he

gave. Another verse he also shares in

1 Corinthians 4:7: "...what hast thou

that thou didst not receive?" He was
asking, "What do you have that I didn't

give to you?" What do you and I have

that God didn't give us?

We must realize that we don't have

anything that we got on our own. We
have to get "plugged in" if we are go-

ing to be able to help or do anything for

anyone else. A story is told of a church

janitor who was almost deaf. He had

vacuumed the floors for nearly one and

a half hours before he found out that

he wasn't "plugged in." He was like

we often are. He was going through

the motions but not "plugged in." He
was not getting anywhere. Haven't we
all been guilty of "going through the

motions"? We were not "plugged in."

Not every preacher or pastor is always

"plugged in." Ask the Lord to "plug"

you in!

(Continued in February 2010...)
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Best Wishes for the New Year
BY GARY LEE, President/CEO

At the beginning of a brand new
year, one automatically reflects on

the past year, and contemplates

what the next will bring. As I think

about this ministry and the past

year, I'm reminded of three things.

We began our foster care program,

we served more children than the

previous three years for the same
period, and we began a building

renovation. The most significant of

these is serving young people. Our
continuing desire to help young

people must be our priority. God has

opened many hearts of the children

who have come to live at the home.

The Children's Home is now plan-

ning for our 90 th anniversary cel-

ebration. It was by faith our ministry

was created. And, almost 90 years

later that same faith is what has sus-

tained the work for children. Even

now as we press forward our faith

will take us into the future.

The history of the Free Will Baptist

Children's Home is a testament to

the reality of God's love and won-

drous abilities, as well as a testa-

ment to the miracles that evolved

from faith, dedication, determina-

tion, and hard work. Through the

guidance of the Holy Spirit, during

the first part of this century Origi-

nal Free Will Baptists were led to

see the need to establish a home for

orphans. Progress on the first build-

ing was very slow and somewhat
discouraging due to lack of funds.

However, those in charge refused to

give up, and continued to go ahead

"on faith."

The physical property became

a home for children, born of faith,

dedication, determination, and lots

of plain hard work. I'm pleased our

board approved a plan to renovate

heritage hall. This was our former

dining hall, which is now used as

a multipurpose building and for

campus functions. The project began

in November and is expected to be

completed in the Spring. Join us as

we use this project to help commem-
orate our 90th anniversary.

One of our challenges is to main-

tain the balance between meeting

the needs of children and finding the

best way to do it. For the Children's

Home, the new year should be one

of excitement, celebration, and hope-

fully another year of improvement.

"For God is not unrighteous to

forget your work and labour of love,

which ye have shewed toward his

name, in that ye have ministered to

the saints, and do minister. And we
desire that every one of you do shew
the same diligence to the full assur-

ance of hope unto the end: That ye

be not slothful, but followers of them
who through faith and patience

inherit the promises" (Hebrews

6:10-12).

The Lord has connected our min-

istry to many children and families

from various backgrounds, yet we
share many things in common. I

don't believe any of these relation-

ships was a mistake or by coinci-

dence. One of our many calls as

Christians is to sow seeds. The Chil-

dren's Home also must sow seeds if

we should remain true to our calling

to reach children. Let us be remind-

ed of the old saying, "What goes

around comes around." I know each

person who has helped us will one

day reap and receive God's richest

blessings.

My wishes for everyone who has a

role in our ministry through service

or support is to experience joy and

realize how important you are to us.

Thank you for being part of our min-

istry through your financial support,

prayers, and concern for children.

With all of my heart I wish each of

you a very happy New Year.

CHURCH & MINISTRY
POSITIONS AVAILABLE

SEEKING PASTOR:

Kenly Church is seeking a full-time pastor. Resumes can be sent to Marian Lamm at 1 192 Princeton-Kenly

Rdv Kenly, NC 27542.

SEEKING MUSIC MINISTER:

Little Rock Church is seeking a part-time Music Minister.

Contact: Tom White, Chairman Personnel Committee at (919) 91 5-6645 or e-mail <djtaw-@yahoo.com>.

Sandra Askew at (252) 239-1 344 or e-mail <sandra6@embarqmail.com>.
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Friends of Children's Day Celebrated
SUBMITTED ARTICLE
The Children's Home celebrated

Friends of Children's Day on

November 21, 2009. The program

began at noon, with lunch in Whit-

ley Center, the gym on campus at

the Children's Home. The gym was
decorated with a Fall theme, and

the menu was a traditional type

Thanksgiving lunch. More than

150 people were in attendance for

the program.

The speaker for the day was
Reverend Sherman Dilley, pastor

at Pleasant Hill Church, Pikeville,

and also a member of the Chil-

dren's Home board of directors.

Mrs. Sharon Dilley, wife of Rev-

erend Dilley, presented a musical

prelude on the piano. The Pleasant

Hill choir presented special sing-

ing.

Gary Lee, President/CEO ad-

dressed the group, expressing

thanks for past support for the

The Rev. Sherman Dilley speaking to Friends of Children in Whitley Center.

touring and cottage visitation.Home. He also gave a progress

report on the Heritage Hall renova-

tion project.

At the close of the program, op-

portunity was given for campus

We wish to express our sincerest

appreciation to all who support

this childcare ministry.

Christmas 2009 at the Children's Home
SUBMITTED ARTICLE
Christmas is always an exciting

time at the Children's Home. Our
first Christmas party was in late

November. The children and staff

went to Stoney Creek Church for

fun, games, gifts, and good food.

This is an annual event, sponsored

by the Crusaders Sunday School

Class from Stoney Creek Church
that our children, as well as staff,

look forward to each year.

Our first on campus Christmas

event was the Hanging of the

Green service held on campus on
Sunday, December 5, in the after-

noon. It was a beautiful service

presented by the children here.

The children participated by sing-

ing solos and in groups, and by
placing wreaths, greenery, and
poinsettias around the church.

Many churches provided gifts

for the children at the Home.
These gifts helped ensure that the

children here had a joyous Christ-

mas celebration.

i : i»t
1 * At

Hanging of the Green service in Memorial Chapel on the campus of the Children's Home.

The Free Will Baptist Children's Home. We wish you a very happy,

Home would like to extend to safe, and prosperous new year,

each of you our sincerest thanks

and gratitude for supporting the
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Heritage Hall Renovation
SUBMITTED ARTICLE
The Heritage Hall renovation

is underway. As you can see, the

work is progressing quickly. The
inside of the building is already

taking on a new look, with the

wall covering being taken down,
new walls being added, and
old walls removed. Preliminary

preparations are already under-

way outside of the building for

the new patio area. Here are some
photos of our progress.

<x><x>o<xyxx><x><><><x>^
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and a

He strode onto the

battlefield, undaunted

by the raging of his enemy. War hard-

ened veterans stood frozen in fear,

unable to move, while the mere boy

stepped up to the challenge that rose

before them. A giant in the opposing

army cursed them, taunted them, and

they quaked in their armor, afraid.

The young man did not falter, how-

ever. He had heroic faith; he did not be-

lieve in himself, but in One greater than

himself. He was a shepherd boy, and

had been sent there just to deliver food

to the captains of the force under the

king. But, his faith in God was secure.

When he heard the disrespect of the

giant toward his nation and his God, he

stepped up to a challenge none other

would accept.

The king tried to slow him, to stop

him. "You cannot face the giant," the

king told him. "You are but a youth, and

the giant is a warrior." But, the young

man simply recounted not his own
accomplishments, but the things God
had done through him. He told of how
God empowered him to defeat great

cats and bears in defending his flock.

His faith was mighty, and the king

was persuaded. The mere boy would

defend yet another flock—the armies

of Israel. The king even attempted to

place his armor, his weapons upon

the youth, but they did not fit, and the

young man told the king he could not

go forward with them, as they were not

his and were not tested unto him. He
went ahead anyway, without them. He
chose weapons to his own custom, his

own understanding, and trusted that

God would carry him to victory ac-

cording to His faithfulness, not young

David's equipment (see 1 Samuel 17).

I am certain most have heard the

story of David and Goliath, and how
David's simple sling and stone were

used by God to strike the insolent

Significance in Christ as a Young Adult

with Wyatt Harvey

enemy of the Israelites dead. We tell it

over and over again, and recount it as

a tale of a true hero of the Bible. His

strength was in what he knew and be-

lieved, his faith in God. More than David

was a hero, he was a man with heroic

faith. The main character in the battle is

not David. The main character is God.

Is there not more being told in the

story than perhaps we realize as we
read it? I believe so, for David was a

mere boy, to the soldiers of the day, a

youth, and God called him to a pur-

pose most grand. God called forth a

youth where grown, grizzled veterans

had fallen. I can see a reflection in

Christian life now. We need to be cer-

tain that we make room and allowanc-

es for the Davids to come, in our own
youth and young adults, as they take

part and place in our churches and our

ministries. Make no mistake; they are

there, poised to be called into battle.

The question is will we know enough to

get out of the way or how to help them

as they come? I hope so, for the Bible

shows us the ways.

First, we have to address ourselves,

and admit that we need the youth.

They are the future. Second, we need

them to be encouraged, not brow-

beaten or "broken in." We have to give

credit where credit is due, and admit

God knows what He is doing. When
He calls someone to do something or

gives them a passion for a work, we
need to be careful not to be Sauls. Saul

made two mistakes back to back.

First, he doubted the young man
because of his age. Age is never a fac-

tor in the faithfulness of Jesus Christ.

After all, when Jesus Himself taught in

the temple He was twelve years of age!

We in the Church falter, judging age as

wisdom. Age does not make one wise

or justified with God. Sarah was ninety

years of age when she doubted, even

laughed, that God would bless her with

child. Abraham was older still, and had

trouble believing (see Genesis 18).

Second, even when Saul allowed

David to step forward, he tried to put

his own armor and weapons on David.

They did not fit and were odd and

untested, unfamiliar, to young David.

We do that, too. When we do accept

that young adults in our ministries are

coming into service, we say things like,

"The way we have always done this,"

or "Do this the way I do," or we stand

over and scrutinize new projects and

procedures of the young with brows

furrowed and faces long. We try adorn-

ing the younger workers with our ideas,

our methods, our approaches, and

even our terminologies, our "armor and

weapons." This, too, does not work.

We all have strengths and weak-

nesses. If God has called someone into

service, they have the qualities needed

when they step forward, for they have

faithfulness enough to answer. We can-

not put our will and ideas onto them.

God is calling them forward, and they

must answer. The strengths they will

need will be in what they believe, in

Whom they believe.

Just food for thought, as we con-

sider the youth we support and their

significance in Christ as young adults.

The Apostle Paul said it well. "Let no

one despise your youth, but be an

example to the believers..." (1 Timothy

4:1 2 nkjv). He showed two sides to

the subject. We should never judge or

look down upon one over their youth. In

turn, they have quite a responsibility to

the believers to show worth in the trust

given them.

Let us always support the youth

as they go into battle and answer their

calls. And, let us remember, they may
not wear our armor and swords as they

go, but will find God in the use of a sling

and a stone.
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The Thomas Bruce and Mary Moore Dudley Scholarship Endowment
BY DR. W. BURKETTE RAPER
The Dudley Endowment repre-

sents the living legacy of a lifetime

of Christian service to the work of

Original Free Will Baptists by Bruce

and Mary Dudley For Bruce, it was
the fulfillment of 44 years as an

ordained minister. For Mary, it is a

legacy of 38 years in public school

education and 47 years of ministry

as a Sunday School teacher, which is

still ongoing.

Thomas Bruce Dudley was a na-

tive of Beaufort, NC, and held mem-
bership in the First Free Will Baptist

Church and attended Beaufort High
School. In a biographical statement

written during his senior year, he

wrote:

"My ambition was to become an

officer in the U. S. Coast Guard. I

wanted to attend the Academy at

New London, Connecticut, and

make a career in the Coast Guard. In

July of 1957 my life changed when
Christ entered my heart. My ambi-

tion began to fade and I received a

call to the ministry. From then on, I

became more and more dedicated to

the cause of Christ."

His high school senior sponsor

described Bruce as "a very good boy

who has very good intelligence."

On mental ability, integrity, sense of

humor, self-reliance, and behavior

she rated him "superior." Following

graduation from high school in May
1958, he enrolled at Mount Olive

College in September.

In the spring of 1958, Mary
Elizabeth Moore, a native of John-

ston County, NC—150 miles from

Beaufort—also graduated from high

school. Her goal was to become a

public school teacher. A member of

Johnston Union Free Will Baptist

Church, she enjoyed playing the

piano, getting up programs, teaching

Sunday School classes and singing in

church. She likewise was planning to

attend Mount Olive College. In her

biographical statement, she wrote: "I

have many reasons for attending col-

lege. The most important is because

I want to be an interesting teacher,

because I love children. Another

thing, I just want to be around and

live with new people, some of whom
I hope to meet very soon."

Whether or not Mary had a sense

of intuition, I do not know. I only

know that it did not take long for

her and Bruce to develop a relation-

ship that would last a lifetime—and

beyond.

At Mount Olive—then a two-year

college—Bruce enrolled in a pro-

gram of study that would give him
the foundation needed for continu-

ing his education for excellence in

Christian ministry. To help finance

his education, he worked in the Col-

lege cafeteria during both years of

his enrollment.

Following graduation from Mount
Olive in May of 1960 with an Associ-

ate in Arts degree, he was ordained

in October by the Eastern Conference

of Original Free Will Baptists, where

he held membership during his 44

years in the ministry.

His educational journey continued

with his earning a Bachelor of Arts

degree from Atlantic Christian Col-

lege (now Barton) and a Master of

Divinity degree from Southeastern

Baptist Theological Seminary, Wake
Forest, NC.
His pastoral ministry would

include fourteen churches, some of

which were part-time during his

early pastorates. The long list of

denominational and community
services is beyond the scope of this

article, but two of these services

merit special attention.

During the late 1970s, Bruce was
a leading member of the Revision

Committee for the Free Will Bap-

tist statement of faith and church

government. The work of the Com-
mittee led to a return to the original
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statement of faith of 1812, which
was rooted in 1660 Confession of the

General Baptists of England. Those

who knew Bruce can recognize the

contributions he made to The Ar-

ticles ofFaith And Principles of Church

Government For Original Free Will

Baptists (of the English General Baptist

Heritage), which is now used by all

conferences of the Convention of

Original Free Will Baptists. In par-

ticular, he is credited with the "Affir-

mation of Faith" which reads:

"We believe there is one living, true

and eternal God, the Father; of

whom are all things, from everlast-

ing to everlasting, glorious and

unchangeable in all His attributes.

We believe there is one Lord, Jesus

Christ, by whom are all things, the

only Son of God, born of the Virgin

Mary, who was truly God and truly

man. We believe there is one Holy

Spirit, the precious gift of the Father

through his Son, who is the divine

presence in our lives. We believe that

the Church is the body of Christ, all

believers everywhere. We believe in

the general provision made of God
in Christ for all who respond in total

trust and commitment. We believe in

the fellowship of the saints through

the worshipping community and in

the promise of life eternal. Amen"
A second distinctive service of

Bruce was his eight years (1996-2004)

as Executive Director of the Free Will

Baptist Retirement Homes Ministry.

In addition to the above services,

I have always felt that I could see

the hand of Bruce in a resolution

presented to the Convention in 1977,

which requested the Board of Trust-

ees "to work diligently toward mak-

ing Mount Olive College a four-year

College." His vision became a reality

in 1986 when the first baccalaureate

degrees were awarded.

Like Bruce, Mary pursued a course

of study that would equip her for

fulfilling her vision to become "an in



teresting teacher." Graduating with

Bruce from Mount Olive in 1960

with an Associate in Arts degree,

Mary transferred to Greensboro Col-

lege, from which she graduated in

1962 with a Bachelor of Arts degree

in Elementary Education. In July of

that year, Mary and Bruce were mar-

ried, and for the next 42 years they

worked as a team in education and

Christian ministry.

Also, like Bruce, Mary would fur-

ther equip herself for fulfill-

ing her calling by graduate

study, earning her Master of

Arts in Education from East

Carolina University in 1980.

Her 38 years of public school

teaching was exemplary in-

cluding 31 years of classroom

teaching and seven years in

supervision—parallel instruc-

tion for the University of

North Carolina at Wilmington

and Field Based Education for

Duplin County Schools.

Even before retiring from

her career in public education

in the year 2000, she began

her voluntary work with the

Sunday School Board. Under

her leadership, the Sunday

School Board became an

official ministry of the Con-

vention, and today is a leader in the

column of progress for Original Free

Will Baptists.

Those who wish more information

on the work and ministry of Bruce

and Mary are cordially invited to

visit the Free Will Baptist Historical

Collection at Mount Olive College or

contact Mr. Gary F. Barefoot, Curator,

Mount Olive College, 634 Hender-

son Street, Mount Olive, NC 28365,

phone (919) 658-2502, ext. 1416.

A noted American theologian of

the 20th century spoke with deep

insight into the biblical meaning of

human life when he said, "Nothing

that is worth doing can be achieved

in a lifetime."

If we do good only during our

days on earth, it is only for a brief

period of time; but through an

endowment we can do good not

only in our lifetime but beyond. The

Thomas Bruce and Mary Moore
Dudley Scholarship Endowment will

provide a living legacy of their work
in education and Christian ministry.

Kindling a spark in the lives of those

called to Christian service will be a

light that darkness cannot overcome.

To this end, individuals, churches

and Sunday Schools are invited to

share in the legacy of Bruce and

Mary by making a gift to the endow-
ment in their names.

Mary and Brace Dudley

Through their Endowment, the

legacy of Mary and Bruce Dudley

will be perpetuated to future genera-

tions through scholarships for those

called to the ministry of education.

The Endowment is composed
of gifts by Mary, friends, Sunday
Schools, churches and others who
wish to express appreciation for the

ministry of this exceptional hus-

band and wife team. Each year the

Foundation, which will manage and

invest the assets of the Endowment,
will make a distribution to Mount
Olive College for scholarships to

qualified students who are preparing

for excellence in fulfilling their call-

ing:

• 50 percent of the distribution

will be "for any licensed Original

Free Will Baptist minister seeking

ordination or any ordained Original

Free Will Baptist minister continu-

ing education efforts whether in a

degree or certificate program. The
funds will provide tuition and books

at any Mount Olive College location

or online. The recipient(s) will be se-

lected by the Department of Religion

at Mount Olive College."

• 25 percent of the distribution

will be "for any Original Free Will

Baptist pursuing a teaching career

to be licensed by the North Carolina

Department of Public Instruction.

The funds may be used for

tuition and books at any

Mount Olive College location

or online. The recipient(s) will

be selected by the Depart-

ment of Education at Mount
Olive College."

• 25 percent of the distribu-

tion will be "for any Original

Free Will Baptist who is inter-

ested in teaching or adminis-

tration in any local Original

Free Will Baptist Church's

Christian Education program.

The funds will provide for

tuition and books at any

Mount Olive College location

or online, whether in a degree

or certificate program. The

recipient(s) will be selected

by the Department of Educa-

tion at Mount Olive College

and the Original Free Will Baptist

Sunday School Board."

Checks for the Endowment should

be made payable to: N C Founda-

tion For Christian Ministries, 619

West Main Street, Mount Olive, NC
28365. An acknowledgment will be

sent to Mrs. Dudley for each gift re-

ceived, and a permanent record will

be kept in the Foundation Office.

Persons interested in additional in-

formation are invited to contact Mrs.

Dudley, Executive Director, Free Will

Baptist Sunday School Ministries, P.

O. 39, Ayden, NC 28513, phone (252)

746-5963; or W. Burkette Raper, Pres-

ident, N C Foundation For Christian

Ministries, 619 West Main Street,

Mount Olive, NC 28365, phone (919)

658-3855, e-mail <wraper@moc.

edu>.



WOMAN'S AUXILIARY

ATTENTION
Woman's Auxiliary Recording

Secretaries

Remember to mail your completed A-l Standard of

Achievement forms to your District/Conference Woman's

Auxiliary Recording Secretaries prior to your Spring Woman's

Auxiliary Conventions.

These forms are located in the NEW
Manual of Methods of the Woman's Auxiliary Convention of OFWB

(section 5, pages 5.2-5.8).

You will need to make copies of these pages to complete and

mail to your District/Conference Woman's Auxiliary Secretaries.

(District/Conference secretaries will mail the A-l Standard of Achievement forms to the

Woman's Auxiliary Convention recording secretary, Becky Jo Sumner)

Only auxiliaries completing this form will be eligible for the

A-1 Standard of Achievement.

If you have any questions regarding how to complete this form,

please call

Becky Jo Sumner at (252) 209-6202 or (252) 332-6810

(I am sure all work done by your auxiliary in the service of our

Lord in 2009 can be included on this form. If you have any

difficulties, please let me help you locate the best place to

report your work in this new format.)
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2010 Cragmont Woman's Retreat(s)

Registration Form

Please complete ONE form per person (make copies as needed) & mail with $20 non-refundable registration fee to:

Joan H. Littie, 7063 Stantonsburg Road, Farmville, NC 27828
Make all checks payable to Cragmont Woman's Retreat.

Name:

Address:

Phone: Church:

Emergency Contact: Phone #:

Please mark all items below which apply to you. Rooms will be assigned in order of registration received.

I need a downstairs room due to medical reasons. Limited Availability.

Roommates desired:

Lodging request: Main Building (2-4 per room) Upstairs Downstairs

Lodge (3-4 per room)

Motel (2-4 per room) Hollifield House (6-8)

Girls Dorm Boys Dorm Floyd House (8)

Check retreat for which you are registering. You may register for more than one.

April 9-1 1 Morning Star Retreat Speaker: Sande Brown

$20 registration fee enclosed. ($75 Balance Due upon arrival.)

June 9-12 Day Spring Retreat Speaker: Linda Herring

$20 registration fee enclosed. ($85 Balance Due upon arrival.)

Day Spring Retreat also welcomes couples and families.

Aug. 1-6 Cornerstone Retreat Speaker: Teresa Allen

$20 registration fee enclosed. ($120 Balance Due upon arrival.)

I plan to ride the bus. Travel Day will be on Sunday morning. Bus— $55.00.

I plan to go on side trip to Lake Lure.

$30 nonrefundable deposit enclosed for side trip.

There will be 2 afternoon trips to Asheville. ($10 each) No deposit required.

September 10-12 Emanuel Retreat Speaker: To Be Announced

$20 registration fee enclosed. ($75 Balance Due upon arrival.)

All retreats are open to all women regardless of membership or age.



BY W. BURKETTE RAPER

January, the first month of the year,

takes its name from the Roman god,

Janus. In ancient Rome, the gods

were everywhere and each god had
its own domain. In Roman mythol-

ogy, Janus was the god of beginnings

and the custodian of the universe.

As the first of Roman gods, Janus

was regarded as the gatekeeper who
opened the gates of heaven each

morning for the rising of the sun and
each evening closed the gates for the

night.

The most powerful of the Roman
gods, Janus was depicted with two
heads—set back to back—looking in

opposite directions. As the gatekeep-

er, he could look back at the past and
into the future simultaneously. Thus
it was that when Emperor Julius

Caesar introduced the solar calendar

in 46 B.C., the first month of the year

was named for Janus.

Although the legend of Janus is a

myth, his name is nevertheless the

origin of the name for January. What
can we learn from this name which

points in two directions: the year that

has ended and the New Year which

is beginning.

January is embolic of our lives: A
look back to our past and our vision

for the future. January in human life

is the point in time when these two
directions converge.

First, we have to recognize that

our present and future are rooted in

our past. Much of our past came to

us from our parents: our race, our

nationality, our gender, and the basic

physical qualities which characterize

our bodies—normal or abnormal

—

and the genes which have impacted

our development. From our parents

also come our intellectual capacities

along with the social, cultural, and
economic environment in which we
were nurtured. We had nothing to do
with whether our parents were rich

or poor, educated or uneducated. Of

great importance, was the religious

faith—or lack of faith—of our par-

ents, and whether or not we felt that

our parents loved us. The above fac-

tors came to us without choice on our

part.

If the inheritance from our parents

was favorable, we have much for

which to be thankful; if our parental

heritage was not positive, we have

much to overcome. In any event, our

past consists not only of what life

has dealt us, but with the choices we
have made in the course of our lives.

The truth is that God has given us the

freedom of our wills and the power
for making decisions. Fortunately,

some people choose to overcome the

disadvantages which come to them
from circumstances over which they

had no control. Unfortunately, some
born to more favorable circumstances

either squander the opportunities

they were given or by choice fail to

cultivate and develop the opportuni-

ties for a good life.

In any event, what we are and

where we are in life today is rooted in

our past. We cannot change the past.

But we can learn from it.

And so, we come to the future.

What do we bring from the year

ended—and previous years—to the

New Year? We bring:

• Our parental heritage, whether

good or misfortunate;

• All our decisions and experiences

from the past;

• Our relationships with family

friends, and the larger world—both
happy and broken relationships;

• Our memories, both joyful and

painful;

• Our financial assets and liabilities;

• Our successes and our failures;

• The state of our health;

• Our hopes and our fears;

• A lot of "baggage" we would like

to drop off;

• Our citizenship in America, still the

land of opportunity; and
• Our faith in God, or our lack of

faith.

For all of us, the most important

thing we can bring to the New Year is

the opportunity of a new beginning

which God wants to give us.

...Behold, I make all tilings new. And he

said unto me, Write: for these words are

true and faithful. And he said unto me,

It is done. I am Alpha and Omega, the

beginning and the end. I will give unto

him that is athirst of thefountain of the

water of life freely. He that overcometh

shall inherit all things; and I will he his

God, and he shall be my son (Revelation

21:5-7).

With God's help, our hope for the

future is to "overcome" the adversi-

ties and failures of the past. The New
Year is God's gift for a new begin-

ning. God is able to weave the broken

strands of our lives into a beautiful

garment in which we can stand in his

presence with peace in our hearts.

The Christian life is itself a new
beginning—a new birth.

I believe there is no better way to

enter the New Year than to let our life

be God living in us and our work His

working through us. In the words of

Psalm 90:17:

And let the beauty of the Lord our God

be upon us: and establish thou the work

ofour hands upon us; yea, the work of

our hands establish thou it.
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It's January and very cold here at the

camp. We have several projects we are

trying to finish in the next few months.

We nearly completed the roof on the

kitchen/ dining building before Christ-

mas. We only have about ten pieces

of metal to go and it will be complete.

Then, we will start the dorm build-

ing. We hope to have this done by the

end of March along with repainting

the dorm room floors and the dining

room floor. If you would be interested

in helping with these projects, please

call me here at the camp for work
dates. Also, if you or your church

would consider helping with the cost

of the floors, that would be awesome!

The estimated cost is $3,000. We are

considering doing the floors with the

same finish as the dorm lobby and the

chapel. Hopefully, we wouldn't have

to do anything else to them after that.

2009
BY RICK PRICE

The year of 2009 proved to be an

awesome year at the camp! I think that

everyone involved with the camp, (me,

the staff, directors, counselors, and

campers), this past year really enjoyed

their time spent here. Over all, every-

thing went extremely well. Of course,

we tried some new ideas that didn't

work and some that did. But at least

we know now what we can build on
and go forward with. We accomplished

most all of our goals. Only a few of our

projects are left for us to do in 2010,

including some new, small ones.

While remembering back on last

year, I would have to say that I learned

a lot, considering I had never operated

a summer camp before. God has truly

blessed me in the work here at Camp
Vandemere this past year. When I start-

ed, I really didn't know what to expect,

especially with the summer camps. I

figured it would be busy and it was.

During one of the first meal times, one

young girl came in and before she got

to the serving counter for breakfast, she

just passed out right there in the dining

room. I thought to myself, "Am I ever

in for a treat." She was okay in just

I mentioned the upcoming sum-

mer camps in our last newsletter. I

think this merits mentioning again!

These cold, winter months will be a

great time to do some planning for the

summer camps and retreats. There are

many seminars and classes offered in

different places to help prepare your-

self and other counselors for camps
and retreats. It's a great time for con-

sidering new ideas and approaches to

reaching our youth and growing our

own faith. You know, we have a mul-

titude of resources today either over

the Internet or other places that we
can use to gain more knowledge about

witnessing for JESUS! It's amazing

how much literature we have access

to. It seems that there's no end to all

the study helps that are out there. All

these are truly great, but it does seem
like we sometimes use more of these

Camp Vandemere
a little while, after eating. Of course,

there were several cuts and bruises

during the year, but nothing serious,

thank the Lord! Looking back, there are

probably some things we could have

done different to improve our camp.

It snowed in January. Our retreats

started the last week in February. The

mosquitoes were terrible in May and

June, but after that, they weren't really

that bad. Our summer camps started

in June and went through August, dur-

ing which time, there was anywhere

from 50 to 115 people here every day,

including weekends. During the sum-

mer camp sessions, there were a total of

72 who accepted Jesus Christ! Week-

end retreats continued each weekend
through November, and then one in

December, for a total of 43 weekend
retreats for the 2009 year. Our Singing

by the River and annual fishing tourna-

ment was very successful. Blake Martin

and his granddad, Mr. Joe Martin from

Greenville came in first place this year

in the fishing tournament! We started

our youth Sundays in the chapel on
the first Sunday of each month. We
completed several projects and started

some that we will finish this year.

WITH RICK PRICE

than we do the Bible itself. We get

wrapped up in finding new things,

new ways to worship, new ways to

teach and we will study and study

this information so we can get new
ideas. Sometimes it seems that in

all of our efforts to learn new things

and make tilings easier, we end up
making simple biblical truths more
complicated than they actually are.

It really is a great time to learn more
so we can share Jesus with others,

but don't forget this one thing. The
Holy Bible should be the basis to all

our studying and learning when we
intend to share Jesus with others.

We, as leaders, should always know
that we can't be good leaders if

we're not good learners.

"Leaders are Learners"

Please continue to pray about our

new building this upcoming year!

Recap
Among those that were completed

were the washers and dryers, the

microwave and mixer for the kitchen,

the mattresses for the lodge rooms

and mattress covers for some of the

mattresses in the dorms, the concrete

walks from the parking lots to the front

walks, equipment cabinet in the chapel,

bookshelves for the dorm foyer, split-

rail fence, pool chemicals, fertilizer for

the lawn, pest control chemicals, equip-

ment storage for the basketball court,

one of the lodge rooms was painted,

new curtains and bedspreads for two

lodge rooms, laundry room built under

lodge building, and many other small

items were completed.

Many people have given of their

time and finances so that we could

accomplish these projects. I am in-

deed grateful to any and all who have

contributed in any way. God has richly

blessed this camp and is continuing to

do so. I look forward to the 2010 year. I

know He will bless in our endeavor to

build a new facility!

Thank you and may God bless you
beyond what you can even imagine in

2010!
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My dad, Ed Hales, was a leader in

his church in Zebulon, located just at

the boundary of the Piedmont and

Coastal Plain, in North Carolina, all of

his adult years until his death in 1992.

He was 72. Somewhat earlier, though,

he had sought out a particularly

gifted young man whose rendition

of "Amazing Grace" had moved my
dad's heart.

I can imagine how it went.

"I want you to sing that song at my
funeral!" my dad exclaimed, grabbing

the young singer at his shoulders.

Jack had just sung for the congrega-

tion on Sunday morning his interpre-

tation of "Amazing Grace," and my
father, a strong and vigorous man,

despite his age, looked far from death.

But Jack would have nodded, not

sure how else to respond.

When he returned from church that

day, my dad made sure that his wife

Joyce, my mother, knew of his request.

Then, the unthinkable happened.

One morning not long after he had

Amazing Grace
heard Jack sing, my dad sat for break-

fast, and then, suddenly, grunted in

pain. My mother, startled, somehow
got him to his feet and in his giant

easy chair. He passed out. My mother

quickly got help, and Daddy was on to

the nearest emergency room at Wake
Medical Center, where he would be di-

agnosed with a ruptured aortic artery.

We had five weeks before he died,

peacefully. We had the time to share

intimate moments. We were fortunate.

And so it turned out that I called

Jack sooner than I had ever imag-

ined. The congregation at my father's

funeral, in the Zebulon church, heard

their familiar singer sing gently and

softly, "Amazing Grace."

Jack told me just after the service

that he had had some trouble picking

out the stanzas to sing. One line goes,

"Amazing grace that saved a wretch

like me."

Jack shook his head. "That just

doesn't fit your father," he said, almost

apologetically.

But these are some of the better-

known words, and in my heart I know
my dad had heard those words. He
had joined the church, against his

mother's wishes (she thought him
too young to make such a decision)

at age ten. No ten-year-old convert is

a "wretch," of course. My dad didn't

grow up to be a wretch, either. But

maybe he was hard on himself, seeing

his failings, real or imagined. No one

will ever know.

Now from time to time I listen to an

old cassette recording by folk singer

Judy Collins. As she sings a magnifi-

cent interpretation of this, my favor-

ite rendition of "Amazing Grace," I

remember, prayerfully.

Even after all these years I haven't

felt ready to listen again to the entire

service, just as it happened, on a cas-

sette recording made and given to me
by the minister at my dad's funeral.

Judy Collins is all I can handle.

Headquarters

20 10 Vacation Bible School Workshop

Friday, February 19th at 7p.m.

(Come Early ~ Doors Open at 6 p.m.)

Free Will Baptist Press

3928 Lee Street • Ayden, NC
Representatives from Standard, Group, and Gospel Light Publishing will present their 2010 themes!

Lite refreshments and shopping time will be available.

All Power Packs, Starter Kits, and Product will be 10% OFF all season!
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PEOPLE & EVENTS

Kinston First Dedicates New Church
BY SUBMITTED ARTICLE
October 4, 2009, was a day much

awaited by the congregation of

the Kinston First Free Will Baptist

Church. Their journey toward a new
church began February 19, 2007,

when they sold their property at 314

W. Lenoir Street and temporarily

moved to 651 Sussex Drive. They

began praying that God would show
them where He wanted His church

to be built. Many opportunities were

presented, but God said "No." He
continued to tell them to "Wait" and
they waited. Their current location

had been for sale for several vears.

Several wonderful events happened
rapidly to place this property in

their hands and God said "Go."

Jarman Construction began work
on the new property April 2009 and
finished September 25, 2009.

Pastor Terry Coates and wife, Julie,

along with the deacons greeted visi-

tors as they came into the worship

service. It was truly a day of rejoic-

ing at seeing many old friends and
family of deceased members come
together in God's house. The big-

gest thrill was seeing Robert Merritt

wheeled into the sanctuary by his

son, Bobby. Robert has been sick

for some time and unable to attend

church. He currently resides at Brit-

thaven in Kinston. Bobby brought

him to the church on Saturday after-

noon for a "test run" to show him it

could be done. He wanted to sur-

prise everyone, and surprise them
he did!

Dr. Michael Pelt offered the morn-
ing prayer. Rachel Jones of King's

Crossroads and the church choir

rendered several selections of special

music throughout the service.

Building Committee member and
liaison with Jarman Construction,

Jim Rouse, recognized the Interior

Design Committee of Sarah Watson,

Annette Waters, Joy O'Neal, and
Joan Broadway with corsages and a

round of applause

for the hard work
they did in selecting

the interior fur-

nishings and color

scheme. He also

recognized Greg

and Ashley Jarman
of Jarman Construc-

tion for their dedica-

tion to the project

and thanked them
for a job well done.

Dr. K. David

Hines, former pas-

tor, was the guest

speaker for the

Dedication and 109 th

Homecoming Ser-

vice. Dr. Hines spoke

on "Church for the

Unchurched" and

challenged the con-

gregation and mem-
bers of the church

to follow through

with their outreach

programs. He said

the harvest was ripe

and the church was
in a perfect physi-

cal location to reap

the rewards for the

Lord.

The service ended
with an altar call

that brought many to

their knees in thanks-

giving for what God
had done and the

guidance He had

given over the past

three years.

Following the

benediction everyone

was invited to stay

for lunch and more
fellowship. The pres-

ence of the Lord was
surely in this place

today!

Front view of the new Kinston First Church building.

Pastor Tern/ Coates

Kinston First Church Choir



PEOPLE & EVENTS

Five Churches Come Together For Thanksgiving
SUBMITTED ARTICLE
Five Original Free Will Baptist

churches came together on Novem-
ber 24, 2009 at St. Delight Church to

thank God for all His blessings. The
participating churches were Bethany,

Grimsley, Little Creek, Ormondsville,

and the host church, St. Delight.

Special music was presented by Lisa

Elmore of Grimsley, the Reverend

Philip Wood and the choir of Little

Creek, Deidra Wood of Ormonds-
ville, and Susan Moore of St. Delight.

The service was opened with music

by St. Delight's Praise Choir, wel-

come by J. R. Bowen, and invocation

by Mr. Wood. The evening offering

was shared by Home Missions and
Foreign Missions. The Reverend

Dr. Donald Ribeiro used text from

Romans 5:1-8 for his message "God's

Time is Perfect." After the benedic-

tion and blessing by the Reverend

Glenn Baton, the congregation

enjoyed fellowship and delicious re-

freshments prepared by the members

of St. Delight Church.

The Thanksgiving Service has been

held for a number of years by OFWB
churches in the community. The par-

ticipating churches rotate the respon-

sibility of hosting.

Eight New Members at Smyrna Church
BYHELEN SMITH
My name is Helen Smith. I attend

Smyrna Church (Cape Fear Confer-

ence) in the Meadow community. I

would like to share what happened
at our church on Sunday, November
15, 2009.

I prepare our church bulletins. Our
schedule had nothing scheduled for

this particular Sunday, but things be-

gan to change fast after my husband,

Ray, and myself got to church.

Our youth had not been attend-

ing youth rallies in a good while;

however, I did know we had several

youth and adults planning to attend

the rally and youth competition

at Powhatan Church near Clayton

because I had been working with my
team puppet partner, Carolyn Tew,

with a skit our C & H Puppets were

planning for the talent competition.

Asking the first person I saw on
Sunday morning, which was our

pastor, the Reverend Richard Whit-

man, "How many got to go to the

youth rally?" He said "19." I said,

"Praise the Lord" and he began

helping youth bring in competition

entries and placing them on display

and before I knew what was hap-

pening it was time to begin Sunday
School. I could feel excitement in the

air not knowing what would be next.

We had family commitments and

decided not to go to the rally.

With no one saying a word to me
about our puppets performing the

skit that Carolyn had put together,

which they had done for competi-

tion, here comes the pastor and

someone else carrying our puppet

stage to the front of the church and

a couple of other people moving the

communion table.

I had studied the script and had

told Carolyn what a good job she

had done in changing around a skit

we had done a year or so ago enti-

tled "The Good Shepherd" involving

our puppet, Jack, as an investigating

reporter who goes to Jerusalem to in-

terview local people about the 'Good

Shepherd' and how He would leave

all his other sheep and look for only

one that was lost.

Our angel puppet, Tess, got in the

story getting everyone straight on

the REAL story.

Well, guess what? Brother Richard

picked up the investigation using

Scripture from Matthew 18 and at

the end of his short sermon—Praise

the Lord—he "opened the doors

of the church" asking if there were

those who would like to become
members of our church. I knew of

one teenager who had accepted the

Lord at an event at another church

that was having a youth event a few

weeks back, but eight people came

forward and became members of our

church! Eight—one right after the

other. Praise the Lord again!

The services ended with the

congregation congratulating Tyler

Michael, Dylan Hickok, Brittney

Watson, Jerry Tart, Ray and Rose An-

derson, and Tony and Tina Bunnell.

This was a great Sunday morning

for the Lord and I am so glad I could

witness the excitement that was felt

I've learned for real that it pays to be

at church because you never know
what the Lord has in store for those

who trust in Him.



Cape Fear Youth Fellowship Rally Held
SUBMITTED ARTICLE
The Cape Fear Youth Fellowship

met at Powhatan Church in Clayton

on Saturday, November 14th
, for the

last meeting of 2009. It was the best-

attended rally for the year. Over 150

people were there, with nearly half

of them young people.

The rally began in the fellowship

hall with the displaying of the arts

and crafts made by the youth. All

ages took part in the many catego-

ries of crafts. There was a total of 49

entries.

Music and announcements fol-

lowed in the sancuary. Then the

group returned to the fellowship hall

to share a hot dog supper before

returning to the sanctuary for the tal-

ent part of the program.

Business was taken care of (roll

call, offering, etc.) and sheets were

given out to youth leaders showing

the rally schedule for 2010. Wanda
Benson thanked president Nathan

Slaughter of Bethel for his years of

faithful attendance and leadership in

the Cape Fear Youth Fellowship.

She encouraged other interested

youth to apply to be officers for 2010.

The 15 talent entries ranged from

musicians to groups singing or

signing to puppets, each with a

Christian theme. The two Christian

writing entries were read by Kim
Canady of Powhatan at the end of

the talent. Each participant was pre-

sented with a certificate at the end

of the program. It was a wonderful

evening of praise and worship from

Powhatan Youth

young people, and the range of tal-

ent in the district was fully shown.

Thank you to all the youth who
participated and to the leaders and

parents who work diligently with

them throughout the year in the local

churches. We look forward to a great

year in 2010!

Purple, this noble flower

Grieve its fading hour

This regal passage we must mourn

And pray for hidden manna born.

'Si Sep/,
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Zion Church Celebrates Heritage Day
BYHELEN SMITH
Zion Free Will Baptist Church,

Blakely, GA, a church rich in his-

tory and strong with a vision for the

future, celebrated Heritage Day on

Nov. 29, 2009. From its foundation

in April of 1880, Zion has been a

beacon in the community.

Eyes moistened with tears, faces

glowing with smiles, and hearts

overflowing with love packed the

room. Reflections, testimonies, spe-

cial music, and a poignant memorial

service inspired and encouraged

the 130 people attending. The clos-

ing remarks were delivered by the

Reverend William Smith, a beloved

former pastor. Meghan Powell Wil-

liams inspired the congregation with

reflections focusing on the theme for

the day, "Examining our Roots." She

eloquently reminded the congrega-

tion of the following.

Often in my life I've heard the

phrase, "Never forget who you are,

or where you came from." Along

those same lines is a country song

that played on the radio often as I

was growing up. The chorus simply

says, "You've got to stand for some-

thing or you'll fall for anything;

you've got to be your own man, not

a puppet on a string. Never com-

promise what's right and uphold

your family name. Yea, you've got to

stand for something or you'll fall for

anything."

How true these words ring to us

today...we stand in the midst of a

culture, a society, that is indoctri-

nated to the core with values, ideas,

statements, political affiliations,

theology (or lack thereof), theories,

debates, and hullabaloo from all

different directions. If at no other

time, American Christians are living

in the most controversial times...our

core beliefs are challenged daily, our

core theology evolving with societal

pressure, our members being swept

into mainstream living, and our chil-

dren being constantly surrounded

by competing messages. But those

are not the times that we are here to

celebrate.

Today, we remember the people

who have served this church

throughout the years and the influ-

ence they've

made on each

of our lives.

We remember
weeks spent at

Norman Park,

Christmas

programs with

angels, posing

with the Kolo-

moki Festival

t-shirts 3 sizes

too large, the

Washing of the

Saint's Feet and

i . . jr..*
.
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m
/ Can Go Home Again

ExmbfiDg Our $,®oi$

fall festivals full of candy, costumes,

and bobbing for apples. Today,

we remember those who've come
before us and hope for those who
will come after us. Today, we reflect

on what God has brought us to,

what God has brought us through,

and what God is yet to do. Today is

about roots.

Zion has meant a lot of things to

a lot of people. It's been a church

of families, a church with one heart

and one love, a church dedicated

to serving and educating, to engag-

ing the households around it and

bringing its neighbors to Christ's

redeeming love. That is the root of

Zion. That is what brought us here

to celebrate.

In the same way, Christ celebrates

with each of us as we are planted

and grow in His love, covered with

His grace and mercy. There is not a

one of us here today, that would be

here otherwise, if Christ hadn't been

a part of our lives, and a part of this

church. God delights in those who
love Him, just as He has delighted

and continues to delight in the

membership of this church. God's

heart is in Zion, just as God's heart is

in each of us.

I don't know a whole lot about

trees, short of a leaf collection junior

year, I know very little about trees...

but I know this—the stability of the

tree is deter-

mined by its

root system.

I know that

long-leaf pines

have a deep

root, and that

root is what
keeps young
long-leaf pines

from dying

in forest fires.

I know that

oaks have

wide reaching

roots that spread in all directions,

and that those roots support the

massive height and weight of the

trunk and branches.

I know this about Christ. He must

be our core, our foundation, our

roots. If we are firmly planted in His

word and His church, if we nourish

our hearts with His grace and mercy

and we dwell in His love and for-

giveness, then we become the kind

of people that resemble trees. Strong,

fortified, united in heart and body,

beacons to others. For without Christ

as our roots, we tumble and fall; the

slightest breeze or heaviest rain or

mildest fire, dislodges us from our

place in this world. We become more

like the breeze and the wind than

that of the tree. And God has much
more for us than life as a breeze.

God has a future, a hope, a prom-

ise; He has blessings to bestow, mer-

cy and grace to cover us, and love

like nothing we have ever known.

God delights in the trees. . .and just

as there are many types of trees there

are all different types of believers.

(Continued on page 34...)
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Memories Thrive at Pleasant Grove's 1 50th Anniversary
your life. Then people like Hardy
Talton from here, is a legend in

his own rights. He was not an

ordained minister, but was one of

SUBMITTED ARTICLE From Goldsboro
News-Argus

Alton Parnell, 81, jokes that he

has been attending Pleasant Grove

Church for 82 years—he was born in

a house located across the road from

the church and his mother went to the

church while pregnat with him.

Parnell was among than 320 people

who gathered Sunday at the church to

celebrate its 150th anniversary.

It was a particularly special day for

Parnell, who chaired the 150th anni-

versary planning committee.

The crowd, including former pas-

tors and/ or family members, filled

the sanctuary and spilled over into the

fellowship hall where people could

watch the service on a wide-screen

television. Smaller televisions were set

up in the children's classrooms.

During the catered meal a video of

current and historic church photo-

graphs set to traditional and contem-

porary gospel played on the televi-

sions. A smaller room had been set up
to hold the overflow from the fellow-

ship hall.

After the meal, people gathered

around the television pointing, clap-

ping, and talking about the photo-

graphs, particularly the older ones, as

they moved across the screen.

The celebration concluded with a 3

p.m. concert by the group Driven.

Mount Olive College President

Emeritus Dr. Burkette Raper was the

speaker for the historic event.

"Dr. Raper was the unanimous

choice of the committee to come
because of his longevity in the Con-

vention (of Original Free Will Baptist

Churches) and of course him knowing
everybody through the college," said

the Rev. Franklin G. "Barry" Staling,

the church's 33rd pastor.

"Today is a very historic day in the

life of this church—exactly 150 years

old," Stallings said. "We can't say to

the day, but in 1859, Pleasant Grove

Church started. I am very tickled at

the attendance and the response."

Convention President Charles Ren-

frew also spoke.

"Being here today was really a

Dr. Burkette Raper, standing, retired president of
Mount Olive College, was the keynote speaker Sunday

for 150th anniversary celebration at Pleasant Grove
Church at Pikevillc.

highlight of my life because this

church directly and indirectly had a

very important part in my early life

and in my ministry even before I went

to the college,"

Raper said. "This

church was
involved in the

sponsorship of

the children's

home at Middle-

sex. The com-

mittee that set it

up, Exum Davis

from this church

was on that com-

mittee.

"Simon Styron,

who was pastor

of our family's

home church,

is one who
played a very

pivotal role and later after our going

to the orphanage after my father died

And all of these things combined to-

gether and become very significant in

the leading citizens of the county

in the last part of 20th century

"There are so many great

people here. They have a great

history and such a deep and

meaningful heritage and such a

positive outlook for the future."

"It felt good and I was just

hoping everything went off like

it was supposed to," Parnell said

of the day. "I think it went on real

good."

Planning for the service got

underway in late February. Par-

nell started a little earlier track-

ing down the preachers or their

descendants.

Asked what he plans to do

now, Parnell said, "Rest."

Parnell has seen many chang-

es in the church, the most recent

over the last 18-24 months as

renovations were completed to

enclose a carport to include an

indoor ramp and the expansion

of the sanctuary.

"The sanctuary is part of the original

church," he said. "That back wall is

The Rev. Franklin G. "Barry" Stallings, left, pastor of Pleasant Grove
Church, talks to Mount Olive College President Emeritus Dr. Burkette

Raper on Sunday after the anniversary celebration.

original and the side walls up to a cer-

tain point are original. The land was
given in 1867 that is I guess when the

(Continued on page 35...)



PEOPLE & EVENTS

Joneses Honored for 25 Years of Continuous Service to Church
BYMARYALLEN
Dennis Lee, deacon

chairman, celebrated

with Bethel Church Pas-

tor Emmitt Jones and

his wife, Carolyn Jones,

as thev reached 25 years

of coninuous service

to the church on Octo-

ber 11, 2009. A plaque

showing their names
that is to be added to

the Wall of Honor at the

Convention Headquar-

ters was presented to

the Joneses during the

morning Homecoming
service.

Pictured above (1-r) are: Dennis Lee, Carolyn Jones, and Emmitt Jones.

(ZION CHURCH continued
from page 32...)

Like trees, we each possess unique

characteristics, gifts or talents which

connect us directly with our Maker,

and make us uniquely His. That is

what Christian roots are all about. .

.

finding the place where our core is

in Christ, where our roots are strong

enough to support our faith and

stabilize our families.

It is in these roots that each of us

finds a purpose in life, finds our dis-

tinction as believers and finds our

direction for the years to come. Our
roots often take us from the places

where we were originally planted,

much as many of us have made our

homes and lives in communities or

churches other than this one. It is

part of God's calling in our lives...

to be so deeply rooted in Him that

He can move us and transplant us

and still see us fulfill His purpose.

What a tremendous calling... to not

be the type of tree that is firmly

planttd in stubbornness but to be

the sort of tree that is always a sign

of Christ's love no matter where we
are planted.

I hope that today we remember
the times that we have spent in Zion

and recognize the roots it has given

each of us. We remember how it

taught us to stand, taught us sing,

taught us to preach, taught us to

teach...but more so than that, Zion

taught us to laugh, to sing, to rejoice

and to be joyful in one another. It is

my prayer that today will bring each

of us back to a place where we know
our roots and where we use them for

God's purposes. And that we always

know where we came from, what

we stand for, and who stands beside

us. Truly, that is Christ's comfort in

His Church, and in this church, that

no matter where our lives take us,

no matter where our membership

belongs, that we will all be rooted to-

gether in his righteousness, a forest

that you can't see for the trees.

Free Will Baptist Press Foundation, Inc.

Ayden Bible Bookstore New Bern Bible Bookstore Kinston Bible Bookstore

3928 Lee Street 1232 South Glenburnie Road 123 North Queen Street

Ayden, NC 28513 New Bern, NC 28562 Kinston, NC 28501

[252) 746-6128 • (800) 849-3927 (252) 638-6193 • (800) 875-8048 (252) 527-2843 • (800) 875-8049
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Eight New Members at Smyrna Church
SUBMITTED ARTICLE
The Reverend Richard Whit-

man, pastor of Smyrna Church in

the Meadow community chooses a

piece of fruit from the Thanksgiv-

ing arrangement on the communion
table on Sunday November 22, 2009,

when the church celebrated not only

Thanksgiving, but his birthday.

The congregation shared the fruit

following the pastor's sermon regard-

ing 'The Fruit of the Spirit."

The special service also included a

baby dedication when Tyler and Am-
ber Michael offered their son Aiden to

be dedicated to the Lord. Mr. Whit-

man performed the ceremony.

The grandparents of the infant are

Danny and Sherri Allen. The great-

(MEMORIES continuedfrom
page 33...)

church was built. Up until then they

met in homes."

Future plans at the church include

expanding the fellowship hall kitchen.

"The main thing when I was young
Sunday school was actually bigger,

you had Sunday school every Sunday
and you only had church on the first

Sunday of the month," he said. "Some
of them like Mr. Hardy Talton would
bring people in near bout hanging on

the .running boards.

"They would bring piles of children

from around their house packed into

the car. Mr., they called him Uncle Bob
Davis, he would do the same thing

with his old Model T and bring in a

pile of children and as I said back then

Sunday school was really big. Even in

the 1950s, Sunday school attendance

was about 250."

Night services have changed as

well, he said.

"The only services we had at night

we had revival in the fall of the year

before it got cold because you had to

go get baptized in Sassers Mill pond
and you had to do it before the water

got cold."

The pond where Parnell was
baptized, that was located near N.C.

581 just north of Pinkney no longer

exists—its dam was destroyed several

grandparents are Auburn and Doro-

thy Allen. All of them are members of

the church. Also visiting were great

years ago during a storm.

In later years, the church used the

baptismal at a Goldsboro church until

one was built Pleasant Grove.

He also recalls the gas lights the

church had until they were replaced

by electric ones in 1941.

"The carbide cans outside some-

times they'd (lights) flicker and

people would have to go out and

do waht they call 'kick the can,'" he

said. "They meant they would stir

the water up and the lights would get

brighter.

"Of course you had the outhouses.

We had two three-seaters, one for the

men and one for the ladies out back."

Pleasant Grove was organized in

1859 by Elder David Peele who served

as the church's first pastor through

1860. Members met in homes until

William Pike gave a fourth of an acre

of land on Dec. 19, 1867. Its Sunday
school was organized April 5, 1896.

The first additions of four Sunday
school classrooms and center space

were added in 1935. Several other

additions have been made since that

time.

The church is known for supporting

home and foreign missions, Chil-

dren's Home, Mount Olive College,

Cragmont, and other causes. It is the

mother church of the Western Confer-

ence.

grandparent, Louise Williams-

Vaughan and dozens of aunts,

uncles, and cousins.

Stallings said the church normally

averages 185-200 during the Sunday
worship service.

Sunday's attendance of about 340 is

the most Stallings said he could ever

remember in his five and one-half

years as pastor.

"I thought Alton Parnell did an

outstanding job getting hold of all

these people that have come here

today who are descendants of former

pastors," he said.

A descendant of D.H. Peele, first

pastor of the church, had been sched-

uled to attend, but was unable to

because of sickness.

Stallings also praised committee

members Joanne Anderson, Marsha

Sauls, Sheldon Denning, and Georgia

Grumpier.

"Georgia and Alton grew up here

and they have been at the church all

of their lives so when I went to ap-

point this committee I wanted that,"

Stallings said. "There is a lot of history

here for me, too."

Stallings, who is originally from

Mount Olive, said he had discovered

that the wife of former pastor S.H.

Stryon was his cousin. Stryon, who
was pastor at the church for 12 years,

was a prominent preacher in the

Original Free Will Baptist Church in

the early 20th century.



"WorshipOne" Concert to Benefit Mission to Nigeria

The internationally renowned Wilmington Celebration Choir (WCC) directed by Pillar Recording

artist, Joey Gore is pleased to announce that their newest CD release "WorshipOne" will be

presented live at 7 p.m. on January 16, 2009 at Jackson Heights Free Will Baptist Church, 285

Camellia Street, Kinston, NC.

The idea for the CD was conceived one morning last Spring, as Gore was working out at the

gym. He felt God's presence and heard God say, "Take my message into the mission field." Gore

felt the presence so strongly that he actually went outside, looked up, and asked "God, are you

talking to me?" It says in Mark 16:15 to "...Go. ..into the whole world and preach the gospel...".

Gore listened — not knowing when or where the mission would take place, but knowing that funding

would be needed— "WorshipOne" was born.

Soon thereafter, Janet and Mawo Abaya, from Jos, Nigeria visited Gore's home church. Mr. and

Mrs. Abaya told Gore that the villages surrounding Jos are in desperate need of water purification.

The present water system carries bacterias that lead to disease. Their report inspired Gore to

form a work team that will be part of the commissioning of new wells in the villages, to sing and

witness at the ceremonies, visit area schools, and an HIV-AIDS orphanage. It is planned that the

choir members will work with the villagers on the usage of the water purification system and the

dangers of using water that has not been purified. They will also share their love of God with the

true Christian spirit of spreading the good news of love and the living water.

Following God's lead, Gore developed and produced "WorshipOne" to help finance the mission.

The CD features performances by all of our favorite Pillar recording artists including: Joey Gore,

Laurie Kelly, Paula Greene, Catherine Hankins, Sherry Watkins, Angie Payne, Mike Kelly, Marsha

King, as well as the magnificent Wilmington Celebration Choir. Gore adds, "This will be a night of

great inspirational music and an encouragement to the entire community of what we can do when
we work together. Our goal to minister to the people in Jos is not a small endeavor but a far-

reaching dream. Everyone that attends this concert will be able to see and hear God's plan for us."

The concert starts at 7 p.m. on January 16 at Jackson Heights Free Will Baptist Church, 285

Camellia Street, Kinston, NC, with the doors opening at 6 p.m. Admission is free with a love offering

received to help the choir send a mission's team to Jos, Nigeria in 201 1 . ^
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Mary Elizabeth Moore Dudley (1940-
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and Christian Education
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Footprints for the future.

For more information on the Dudley Endowment and the North Carolina Foundation For Christian Ministries, please see page 22

TFWB
lii^irt^YiiT^Mmaa
PERIODICALS POSTAGE PAID 285 1

3

USPS 2094-4000

JANUARY 2010

DUKE UNIVERSITY

PERKINS LIBRARY

SERIAL DEPARTMENT
DURHAM NC 27706

5/22/2006





the Original Free Will Baptist

MONTHLY PLANNER

L
Sunday School Month

20f0
This is a calendar of major denominational events. Also included are some regular holidays and special days/seasons of the Christian year.

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

31
4

1 2 3 4

NCFCM Meeting of

Scholarship Committee

(7 P.M.)

5 6

7 8 9 to // 12 13

14

St. Valentine's Day

15

President's Day

16 17

Ash Wednesday

—

Lent through April 4th

NCFCM Meeting of

Board of Directors

(11:45 A.M.)

18 19 20

21

NC Foundation for

Christian Ministries

Day, Daniel's Chapel

Church (1 1 a.m.)

22 23 24 25 26
r\ ~~7

27

28 / 2 3 4 5 6

COMING soon:
Saturday, May 22, 2010—Free Will

Baptist Children's Home will celebrate

90 years of Christian child care. More
details will be announced as they

become available.

Notes:

RECEIVED

FEB 1 8 2010

DIVINITY SCHOOL LIBRARY

DUKE UNIVERSITY
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REFLECTIONS
with C. H. Overman

Mr. Lincoln's Legacy
Of all our country's Presidents, Abraham Lincoln

ranks first in the minds of most historians. On February

12, we commemorate his birthday We know the story:

he was born in a log cabin near Hodgenville, Kentucky

the son of Thomas and Nancy Hanks Lincoln. His presi-

dency came at a critical time in the history of our coun-

try—the Civil War (also alluded to as the War Between

the States). The underlying purpose of the conflict was
to preserve the Union, although the matter of slavery

played its role in the conflict. The most controversial

document during his presidency was the issuance of the

Emancipation Proclamation, declaring that "...all persons

held as slaves within any states or designated part of

a State. ..shall be. ..forever free." The Proclamation took

effect on January 1, 1863, and the process of ending

slavery had begun.

It is estimated that approximately 15,000 books have

been written about President Lincoln. Movies have been

produced depicting the life and times of this great man
who accomplished so much during a time of tragedy,

and whose life ended in such tragedy with his assassi-

nation on April 14, 1865, by an assassin's bullet.

Lincoln's Gettysburg Address was one of his most

famous speeches. It was given on November 19, 1863,

on the battlefield near Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. It was
a short, yet powerful speech and revealed something

of the inward character and heart of Lincoln. In it, he

stated: "...The world will little note, nor long remember,

what we say here, but it can never forget what they did

here" ('they" alluding to those who died for freedom's

cause.) Ironically, what he said on that day has been

long remembered. The speech ended with these words:

...we here highly resolve that these dead shall not have

died in vain, that this nation, under God, shall have

a new birth of freedom, and that government of the

people, by the people, for the people, shall not perish

from the earth."

In this present day, with the turmoil in the political

and financial world, and with the possibility of the loss

of more and more of our basic freedoms, to remember
Lincoln's words—a nation under God and a nation of-

fering freedom, which must be forever preserved.

Incidentally, it was my privilege to visit Lincoln's

tomb in Springfield, Illinois, some years ago, along with

several other ministers, while attending a meeting of

the Association of General Baptists. Of all the memori-

als ever attended, it was among the most memorable

and the most somber.
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69th Annual Sunday
School Institute

Friday-Saturday, March 5-6, 2010

Mount Olive College

Mount Olive, N.C.

Teaching and Learning for All As We
Work for Cod With Earnestness

Workshops and Activities for ALL Ages

Registration Fee to Cover All Materials and Food:

$5 per person ages 4-12; $20 per person ages 13 and up
or a maximum of $70 per church

Time: Friday, March 5, 7-9 p.m.

Saturday, March 6, 8 a.m.^:30 p.m.

Children will be dropped off at the Murphy Center and adults

will gather in Raper Hall for continental breakfast classes.



SUNDAY SCHOOL MINISTRY p.o. box 39. AVden,Nc 23513. 252.746.4953 • www.ofwbsundayschool.org

69 th Annual Original Free Will Baptist

Sunday School Institute
Saturday, March 6, 2010

Raper Hall, Mount Olive College

Mount Olive, North Carolina

"Teaching and Learning for All with Earnestness"

(Connecting the Church and Home)

Schedule of Activities

8:00 a.m. -9:00 a M. Registration, Mix, Mingle, Eat, and View Displays

9:00 a.m. -9:40 a M. Opening Assembly, Directions, and Awards {in Raper Hall Auditorium)

9:50 a.m.- 10:50 a M. Workshop Session #1

11:00 a.m.- 12:00 p M. Workshop Session #2

12:00 a.m. -1:30 a M. Lunch—Murphy Center, Dedicated Exhibit Time, Talk to Vendors

and Leaders.

1:40 a.m. -2:40 a M. Workshop Session #3

2:50 a.m. -3:50 a M. Workshop Session #4

3:55 a.m. -4:30 a M. Closing Session in Raper Hall Auditorium (Special surprise performance!)

Workshops
—Session 1

—

Effect of Music on
Adult Worship

This workshop, led by the Reverend Buddy Sasser, will help those who are responsible for

planning the music program to be in close contact with the minister in order to make the

worship service flow in a more logical, meaningful way.

God Provides:

A Film Learning

Experience from
Crown Financial

Ministries

HHBHHHBHB
Help with

Parlimentary

Procedure

This workshop, led by Mr. Pedro Rosario, will help us understand that throughout history,

people have wrestled with the concept of trusting God to meet their needs versus relying on

the world. Through stirring accounts found in the Bible, God reveals how He wants to be

our ultimate Provider. This film learning experience offers a rich and dramatic journey. Will

we listen to God's voice—through the Bible, prayer, and the wisdom of godly people? Will

we not only seek God's will for our lives but also obey Him faithfully?

This workshop, led by the Reverend Rick Warren, will provide assistance with an under-

standing of Robert's Rules of Order when conducting business in the church and elsewhere.

Oftentimes people view this as a hindrance, but it is really designed to provide order espe-

cially when conducting God's business.

This workshop, led by Dr. Ronnie Aycock, will provide the participants with a brief overview

of the Old Testament book of Jonah. This should prove to be very beneficial since some of

the Sunday school lessons in March 2010 will be taken from the book of Jonah.

4



HflBEHi
ffee House
Crowd

Personal Soul

Winning

This workshop, led by Mr. Brian Euerette, will provide the participants a look at a Sun-

day school or a small group program designed to meet the needs of the 20-something and

30-something people.

This workshop, led by Mr. Tim Copeland and others, will focus on the rationale for personal

soul winning and different methods of implementation. In this day of anxiety, frustration,

and confusion, more and more people have need of a personal walk with God. The present-

ers will help you understand how you can overcome your fear of talking to people about

their soul.

Ministering to

Preschoolers

This workshop, led by Ms. Marci Rollins-Smart, will provide the participants with an under-

standing of the developmental characteristics and some concepts about what these children

are mentally capable of understanding at this particular age.

Using Parent

Education to Reach

the Community

This workshop, led by Ms. Linda Colston, will address various parent resources available to

reach both the parents within and outside the church.

Developing a

Church Website

This workshop, led by Ms. Jewel Owens, will assist the church with ideas for properly com-

ing into the technological age. This medium can reach many more people than just the

word of mouth.

This workshop, led by Mr. Justin Barnet, will give the participants an opportunity to see in-

side the mind and soul of a young man who has 'been there and done that.' His testimony

is awesome. Come and hear how God can cut the chords of Satan and redeem a soul.

Using Homemade
Musical

nstruments

This workshop, led by Ms. Rebecca Hill and Ms. Cathy Crumpler, will provide the partici-

pants an opportunity to discover that music can come from just about any source if you are

willing to experiment. This just might be an open door for ministry to young people.

, Why Jesus?
This session, led by the Reverend David Currie, is for TEENS ONLY. It is a 4-part session

topic. David Nasser has gone to Israel and walked where Jesus walked and has devised

questions that need to be addressed concerning who Jesus is, where He lived, how He lived,

and what He experienced while on Earth. It also raises questions for teens such as 1) Why
should I follow Jesus? and 2) Why should I listen to what He says? It is interactive and ad-

dresses questions that face our teens today. The teens will see the Garden Tomb, the Garden

of Gethsemane, the Mount of Olives, at the site of the Temple, the Sea of Galilee, and the

Valley of Armageddon. It is the type of program that will help teens seriously consider every-

thing that Jesus has to offer.

—Session 2

—

Proper Use of

Sound Equipment

God's Economy vs.

Man's Economy

This workshop, led by the Reverend Buddy Sasser, will help the participants understand

how to use the sound equipment that they have in their churches. It will also cover how
much sound is too much. Church leaders need to know how to match the amount of sound

equipment with the size of the building.

This workshop, led by Mr. Pedro Rosario, will help in understanding the difference between

God's economy and man's economy. It has never been more relevant than it is today. The

world's financial system traps people and destroys lives, but God's economy provides true

financial freedom. Learn how to live in God's economy. This is an urgent need that will

transform your life.

5
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Marketing Your

Church

Introduction to

Colossians

This workshop, led by Ms. Jennifer Merritt, will provide the participants with some ranch

needed information about how to get their church's work out into the community. There are

many methods that are not being used by some of our churches simply because we haven't

thought 'outside the box.'

This workshop, led by the Reverend Kelley Smart, will provide the participants with a brief

overview of the book of Colossians since some of the Sunday school lessons for May 2010

will be taken from this book.

Standard

Publishing

Vacation Bible

School

The workshop, led by Mr. Brian Everette and others, will provide the participants with a

look at the 2010 VBS entitled, HERO Headquarters: Where Kids Join Forces With God! This

topic will introduce the children with 5 sessions covering the following subjects: 1 ) Heroes

do the UNEXPECTED!, 2) Heroes Take ACTION!, 3) Heroes Step Out on FAITH!, 4) Heroes

SAVE the Day! And 5) Heroes Stand for TRUTH!

The Priesthood of

the Believer: We
Are All Called to

Serve

This workshop, led by Dr. K. David Hines, will help us understand more fully exactly what

a believer should be doing if they call the name of our Lord.

Ministering to

Elementary Kids

This workshop, led by Ms. Marci Rollins-Smart, will provide the participants with an under-

standing of the developmental characteristics of Elementary school kids. She will also share

some ideas for ministering activities that make them come alive.

Communicating
Effectively With

Your Child

This workshop, led by Ms. Linda Colston, will present a communication tool that will pro-

mote cooperation with children from preschool to teens.

Difficulties Faced

By The Young
Minister/Pastor

This workshop, led by the Reverend Josh Whitfield, will provide the participants with a look

at some of the problems encountered by the young pastor. It is designed for not only the

young pastor, but laity as well, since the people in the pew often forget that the pastor has

difficulties meeting the congregation's needs.

The Role and the

Importance of a

Greeter

This workshop, led by the Reverend David Charles Hansley, will provide those people who
have the role of greeter in their respective churches with an understanding of their full du-

ties. This role includes more than just passing out bulletins.

Connecting the

Church and Home

Why Jesus?

This workshop, led by Ron Hunter, will provide the participants a look at the needs of the

20-something and 30-something people, especially those with small children. What do they

look for in a church setting? What are their schedules like? What are their lifestyles like?

How can the church minister to them? What are the biblical implications for what the

church should be doing?

This session, led by the Reverend David Currie, is part 2 of a 4-part program for TEENS

ONLY. Refer to Session 1 to find out more details.

6



—Session 3

—

This workshop, led by Ms. Cathy Crumpler and others, will provide us with another method

of sharing the message of Jesus to our congregations and communities.

Practical Tools

for Your Family's

Finances

This workshop, led by Mr. Pedro Rosario, will help us learn how to align your finances with

God's financial principles. Learn to use practical tools to get out of debt. Establish a plan that

will increase your savings and take control of the finances God has entrusted to you. Learn

about payment traps and three financial hazards to avoid. This will be a hands-on session.

Marketing Your

Church

This workshop, led by Ms. Jennifer Merritt, is a repeat from session 2. Please refer to ses-

sion 2 for the description.

Making Middle

School Ministry

Simple
nHHHHHilBHnHHHflHHflHHHI

Three Important

Aspects of Youth

Ministry

This workshop, led by Dr. Ronnie Aycock, will provide the participants with a brief overview

of the book of John, since the Uniform Lesson Series in Sunday school literature for the

month of April 2010 will be taken from this book.

This workshop, led by Mr. Brian Everett, will help the participants remove their fear of

working with middle school children. Their age can be difficult at times, but the leader will

provide some practical helps in understanding these children and how to minister to them.

This workshop, led by Ms. Becky Jo Sumner, Ms. Angela Warren, and others, will help the

youth workers with an understanding of the points and procedures of the sword drill, Bible

Bowl, and the Elizabeth Hansley Award. This is a very important workshop if you work in

the youth ministry in any capacity.

Having Family

Time Can Be Fun

This workshop, led by Ms. Linda Colston, will introduce you to a fun way to have a family

time. Just one family time a week will keep your child talking about the theme all week.

More important is the fact that they will remember the lesson.

Difficulties Faced

By The Seasoned

Minister/Pastor

Sanctuary

Etiquette

This workshop, led by the Reverend Charles Lyn Renfrow, will address some of the difficult

situations faced by the minister who has been in the pastorate for a considerable time.

There comes a time in every pastor's life when he wonders if he is making any real differ-

ence in the lives of the congregation. This workshop is not only for the ministers, but the

laity as well.

This workshop, led by the Reverend David Charles Hansley, will provide the participants

with an understanding of the proper look of a church's sanctuary. It will focus around the

question, "What does your church's sanctuary say to visiting guests and children?

Practical Ideas for

Connecting the

Church and Home

This workshop, led by Ron Hunter, will be an interactive workshop focusing on those kinds

of activities that a church family or small group could do to bring in the 20-something and
30-something people, especially those with small children. This is a group of people that

most churches are missing today. This session will address how the young parents, the older

parents, and grandparents can help each other carry the message of Christ into homes.

This session, led by the Reverend David Currie, is part 3 of a 4-part program for TEENS
ONLY. Please refer to Session 1 for a complete detailed description of the sessions.



—Session 4

—

Implementing

Black Light

Ministry

This workshop, led by Miss Sarah Crumpler and Mr. Garrett Southerland, will provide the

participants with a look at a different form of ministry to reach our youth. It is uniquely

interesting and fun to implement.

Crown Financial

Ministries

Resources for the

Local Church

Developing a

Men's Ministry in

Your Church

This workshop, led by Mr. Pedro Rosario, will provide resources available for the church to

reach the community surrounding the church. For 32 years God has used Crown to establish

stewardship cultures in the body of Christ. People are trying to find answers to their finan-

cial issues and the local church should be the place for answers. Learn how to use resources

to improve marriages by 78%, decrease personal debt by 38%, increase church giving by

70%o, and increase frequency of prayer by 46 %o. This is a session you do not want to miss.

This workshop, led by the Reverend Ashley Summerlin, will help the participants understand

how important it is for the men in the church to rise to the occasion and involve themselves in

the full ministry of the church. Too often, we find ourselves involved in more 'in-reach' than

'out-reach.' We MUST get involved in order to be motivated, mature Christians.

Introduction to

Ruth

Ministering to

Teens

Ministering to

Senior Adults

Identifying Gangs
and the Church's

Response

American Heritage

Girls

The Dulcimer: An
Alternative Musical

Instrument

This workshop, led by Ms. Erin Broadway, will provide a brief overview of the Old Testament

book of Ruth, since the Uniform Lesson Series in our Sunday school literature will focus on

this book for part of March 2010.

This workshop, led by Mr. Brian Everette, will help the participants in their understanding of

the developmental characteristics and needs of our teenagers. These years are very difficult

because of all the pressures for which they are exposed to every day of their lives. This session

can be quite useful if you work with teenagers in any way.

This workshop, led by the Reverend C. H. Overman, will provide the participants with a look at

the needs of the more mature people in our churches. This age bracket is a growing one since

people are living longer than ever. The training will help us understand that just because a per-

son is over 60, he/she is not useless. This generation is known as the Silent Generation because

so many people just put the senior adult on a shelf and do not provide incentives to keep active.

This ministry could be the life of the church if it can be organized properly.

This workshop, led by the Lenoir County Sheriff's Department, will help us understand how
to identify gang members in our churches and communities. The deputies will also help the

church members understand what they might be able to do to minister and maybe even com-

bat the growth of gangs in our neighborhoods.

This workshop, led by Ms. Abby Rollins, will show us how this organization provides great

opportunities for girls to enjoy outdoor adventure, patriotic and religious programs, skills in

leadership training, community service, and a great sense of belonging. Come and learn how
to help girls strengthen their own lives and the lives of their friends through this group. The

leader will also help us know how to organize a troop in your church.

The workshop, led by Ms. Barbara Strickland, will introduce us to a sound that is mellow and

just beautiful. It could be an alternative instrument for the music program in your church.

Tabletop

Conversation

With Ron Hunter

and Linda Colston

This session will give participants an opportunity to sit and have a conversation with the

leaders concerning biblical parenting and what the church needs to do to rear our children in

the nurture and admonition of the Lord. There will be no planned lecture. It will be truly a

conversation about our concerns.



This session, led by the Reverend David Currie, is part 4 of a 4-part program for TEENS
ONLY. Please refer to Session 1 for a complete detailed description of the sessions.

The children, ages 4-12, will gather in Murphy Center when they arrive where they will have a small breakfast fol-

lowed by study sessions, games, food, arts, and crafts focused on God's Word. They will have different opportunities

to discover God's love through discovery. They will have a day of fun and learning with Ms. Angela Mattox and oth-

ers. Bring your children and let them form new friendships with children from all over the denomination. Their day

will run from 8 a.m.-3:30 p.m. They will be able to come to the Closing Assembly in Raper Hall auditorium at 3:30

p.m. for a special demonstration performance. There will be adequate instructors for the children so that the parents

can participate in the 4 workshop sessions in Raper Hall. If parents are needed by the children during the day, the

instructors will contact Mrs. Dudley and she will get the parents. COME AND HAVE A GREAT DAY IN THE LORD!

The Original Free Will Baptist Sunday School Ministry is pleased to sponsor a learning

opportunity for all church members and especially the leaders.

"CONNECTING CHURCH AND HOME"
DEUTERONOMY 6

Place: Raper Hall, Mount Olive College

Date: Friday, March 5, 2010

Time: 7-9 p.m.

Cost: FREE

This seminar will bring to the forefront our basic

beliefs concerning the responsibility of the church

when it comes to responding to the needs of the

family. Our churches are losing the 20-something

and the 30-something people. We need to look

closely, first of all, at their needs and secondly

respond to those needs in a manner as set forth

in the Scriptures.

Ron Hunter serves as Executive Director and CEO of

Randall House Publications in Nashville, Tennessee, where
his distinct approach to leadership touches new arenas

through his creativity and vision. His heartbeat is Christian

education and family emphasis within the local chuch. He
served for eleven years in ministry in Florida and Tennessee
and was co-owner of a full service advertising agency. Ron's

military experience includes the Army's Jump, Rigger, Air

Assault, and Infantry officer training schools. Today, he
travels nationally as a speaker doing leadership training and consulting. He has been married to his college

sweetheart, Pamela, since 1987, and they are proud of their son and daughter, Michael and Lauren.

COME HEAR THE MESSAGE FROM THIS DYNAMIC MAN OF COD\
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Forrest Appointed to Board of Trustees
SUBMITTED ARTICLE

Benjamin D. Forrest, III of the

Black Jack community in Pitt Coun-

ty has been appointed to the Mount
Olive College Board of Trustees. The

30-member Board is charged with

the oversight and governance of the

College. Trustees have the responsi-

bility of maintaining the identity of

Mount Olive College through lead-

ing, planning, and interpreting.

Mr. Forrest earned both his B.S.

and M.Ed, in agricultural education

from North Carolina State Univer-

sity. He received his Education

and Supervision Certification and

Vocational Director Certification

from East Carolina University. He is

currently the Eastern Region Agri-

cultural Education coordinator and

is the co-owner of B.D. Forrest Fam-

ily Farms LLC.

Mr. Forrest attends Black Jack

OFWB Church where he serves as

Benjamin D. Forrest, III

a Sunday School teacher and wor-

ship leader. He is also a member

of Grimesland Masonic Lodge 475

where he has served as past mas-

ter, past secretary, and past district

grand master. Mr. Forrest currently

serves on the Pitt County Board of

Education and is a former member
of the Pitt County Planning Board.

Other memberships include the

North Carolina Grange, Greenville

York Rite Bodies, Old Ford Ruritan

Club, Ayden-Grifton Kiwanis Club,

and the Pitt County FFA Alumni.

When asked why he felt it was
important to serve on the Mount
Olive College Board, Forrest stated,

"I believe that Mount Olive College

has a very clear vision for educating

the young people in Eastern North

Carolina who seek four year degrees

with a spiritual foundation."

Mr. Forrest and his wife, Pamela,

have been married 32 years and cur-

rently reside in Black Jack.

McPherson Appointed to Board of Trustees
SUBMITTED ARTICLE

David Lee McPherson of Chad-
bourn has been appointed to the

Mount Olive College Board of

Trustees to fill an unexpired term.

The 30-member Board is charged

with the oversight and governance

of the College. Trustees have the

responsibility of maintaining the

identity of Mount Olive College

through leading, planning, and

interpreting.

Mr. McPherson attended the

Engineer & Ordinance School in the

U. S. Army. He is a retired chemical

plant manager and currently oper-

ates his family farm. He is a mem-
ber of Beaverdam OFWB Church
where he is involved in various

church activities and is a former

Sunday School superintendent

and teacher. He currently serves as

chairman of the Board of Elections

for Columbus County and has

previously served as a Colum-
bus County Commissioner. He
was appointed as an advisor

to the Governor James B. Hunt
Transportation Efficiency Coun-
cil.

"I am honored to be given

the opportunity to serve a

wonderful faith-based institu-

tion," said Mr. McPherson. "I

look forward to continuing the

growth of Mount Olive College

while maintaining the Free Will

Baptist doctrine."

Mr. McPherson and his

wife, Ida Gray McPherson,

have a daughter, GiGi Gray
McPherson, and a son, Arthur

David McPherson. They also

have three grandsons and two

granddaughters.

David Lee McPherson

10



College Students Leaves Legacy of Creativity
SUBMITTED ARTICLE

The years spent at college go by

so fast, and are often defined by late

night study sessions, newfound inde-

pendence, roommate struggles, and

the quest for meaning or purpose in a

young person's life. Keith Woodard,

a senior at Mount Olive College,

has made the most of his college

experience and is leaving a legacy of

creativity for future students.

Keith is the co-creator of a club

called Madd Hatters, designed to get

students to demonstrate their creativ-

ity through music, art, dancing, and

writing.

"Madd Hatters gives students

an outlet to express their spirit and

creativity," Keith stated.

Some of the events sponsored by

Madd Hatters have included Open
Mic Night and the WALL, an event

where students expressed themselves

by spray-painting a wall.

"Mount Olive College has given

me multiple opportunities and the

Madd Hatters Club is my way of

giving back," he said. "I have made
friends who have helped me through

L-R: Brad Evans, Admissions Representative, along with Keith Woodard and his parents, Cathy
and Jerri/ Woodard

my hardest endeavors and have been

with me at my highest moments.

Mount Olive College is a blessing to

both me and my family."

Keith is the son of Jerry and Cathy

Woodard of Princeton and attends

Rains Crossroads OFWB Church. He
is pursuing a major in Professional

Writing. His spare time is spent vol-

unteering in an array of on campus
activities such as Campus Activity

Board, Student Government Associa-

tion, Sigma Tau Delta, and the Eng-

lish Society. After graduating in May
he plans to pursue a teaching career.

He would also like to utilize his writ-

ing talents and become published.

College Students Leaves Legacy of Creativity
SUBMITTED ARTICLE

The Mount Olive College (MOC)
Collegiate Chapter of FFA helped

spread a little Christmas cheer this

year to over 130 area Mount Olive

children. The project was a joint effort

with the MOC CFFA and Coats-for-

Kids (CFK), an organization that helps

provide new coats for needy children.

Several members of the MOC CFFA
collected over $2,500 during a month-

long fundraising drive in Mount
Olive. A $1000 grant from CHS Foun-

dation also helped to provide coats,

toboggans and gloves for the kids.

"This is the fifth year that MOC
CFFA has asked the community
to help us help others through our

Coats-for-Kids project," stated CFK
Coordinator Alaina Airheart. "Even
as tough as the economy has been,

businesses and individuals in the area

have really responded to our request

Pictured above is Dr. Philip P. Kerstetter, President ofMOC, is pictured with a CFFA member giving
coats to kids.

for assistance. Believe me, when you
see the needs of these children met, it

really makes you understand the true

meaning of Christmas."

Coats-for-Kids Foundation was es-

tablished in January 2004 as a public,

charitable foundation by Paul and

Cheryl Darby of Alexandria, VA.



27th Annual

Basketball

Church Night

Save the Date
Saturday, February 20, 2010

MOC Women vs. Lees-McRae

5:00 p.m. in Kornegay Arena

MOC Men vs. Lees-McRae

7:00 p.m. in Kornegay Arena

Special recognition to church with the largest attendance.

' Pitching competition during halftime of women's game.

• Shoot-Out competition during halftime of men's game.

Competition will be divided into three groups:

Grades K-6, Grades 7-12, and Youth Pastors.

Reserve your

tickets TODAY
FOR ONLY $1.00!

To reserve your tickets, call

Tim Woodard or Brad Evans at

(919) 658-2502 or (800)653-0854

Please RSVP by February 18

Dinner will be served

from 4-6 pm for $5.00 per

person. All proceeds will

sponsor the make-a-wlsh

Foundation.



Opportunities atMount qlivi college
FAFSA Day

All students planning to start or continue college attendance in 201 0 should complete the Free Application for Federal

Student Aid (FAFSA) so that they can receive grants and loans from the Federal and State educational programs. Students

and their parents can attend FAFSA Day on Saturday, February 1 3, 201 0 starting at 8:00 •-. v. at many locations in North

Carolina. Visit the website ofwww.CFNC.org and click on "register for FAFSA Day" to find a location near your hometc a r

Choose Wayne County if you want to attend MOC's FAFSA Day which will be held in Raper Hall. Students should bring 2009

W2 and other tax information with them.

Campus Tours

High school students and their families can schedule a private visit by contacting <admissionsf-moc.edu> or 1-800-653-

0854. Ask for Meredith, our office manager, who schedules the campus tours.

Faculty, admissions staff, and student tour guides are glad to see prospective students visiting our campus. Make plans to

come any day Monday-Friday, when classes are in session so you can visit a laboratory, watch an athletic competition, hear

musicians perform, and visit a class in session. If you visit on the weekend, choose a time when you can see some of our

NCAA II Trojan Teams on the playing fields. Our admissions staff will also be glad to help arrange for you to meet the people

who can help you with your financial aid planning.

SAT/ACT Test Planning

High school seniors and juniors should be making plans to take or re-take the SAT or ACT. To learn more about test dates

and locations, students can talk with their guidance counselors or visit <Collegeboard.com> and <ACTstudent.org>. MOC
accepts the highest combination of scores, so taking the test more than once is recommended.

For college transfers and early high school graduates

If you are a college transfer student getting ready to start college in the summer or Fall 201 0, complete our free online

application at <www.moc.edu> and have your transcripts sent to Tim Woodard, Director of Admissions, 634 Henderson

Street, Mount Olive, NC 28365; 1-800-653-0854; <twoodard?~moc.edu>. Class schedules for summer and fall will be available

in March, so watch the v/ebsite at <www.moc.edu>, then click on academics, then calendars and schedules.

One Night a Week Programs

One night a week programs for adults who want to attend college without quitting their jobs, are available at New Bern,

Jacksonville, Mount Olive Evening College, Research Triangle Park, Wilmington, and Washington. All programs meet from 6-1 0 p.m.

on the same night every week. To make contact with an admissions representative at one of our locations, call 800-NEW GOAL

Evening College at Mount Olive

Heritage Associate Degree Program (HP) begins 2/5/10

Early Childhood Education (ECE) at Johnston CC begins 2/8/1

0

Heritage Associate Degree Program (HP) begins 3/9/10

Mount Olive College at RTP (800-NEW-GOALj
Management and Organizational Development (MOD) begins

2/9/1

0

Management of Information Systems (MIS) begins 2/24/10

Criminal Justice and Criminology (QQ begins 3/24/1

0

Mount Olive College at Washington (8O0-NEW-GOAL,

Management and Organization Development (MOD;
begins 3/24/10

Mount Olive College at Wilmington '80O-NEW-GOAL
Management and Organization Development (MOD)
begins 3/15/10

Friday, March 19, 2010

2:00 p.m.

Mount Olive College

George and Annie Dail Kornegay Arena



BY PAM PRICE
Hamid was a young man

I met when I was working for

a Christian relief organization

in Afghanistan in 2003. At the

time, he was 1 8 years old and

worked as a translator for our

team. He was full of life and

a typical teenager with big

plans for his future. Although

he had seen his people suffer

much under the Taliban, he

was still optimistic. He was
always smiling and laughing

and could make you smile on

your worst day. We had sev-

eral young men as our trans-

lators ranging in age from 1

8

to 22. One of them was Najib,

Hamid 's best friend (they were

inseparable), another was the

translator I worked with in the

office, Zabi. To me they were like my
sons. I wanted to take care of them

and teach them the ways of my God,

the one true God. But, I knew it was
dangerous for them as well as for

me, so I witnessed individually and

prayed continuously.

Hamid once told our team he

didn't feel as much love in his own
home as he did when he was with

our group. A statement like that can

make you prideful but we had to

remind ourselves that it was God at

work and in control. While our team

agonized over having to be care-

ful about openly witnessing, we did

openly worship on a regular basis.

We were accepted by a few, tolerated

by some, and hated by others. We
did learn to choose the areas where

we could witness. Women and teens

were especially open to listening to

the word. And, of course, every time

we talked to them our translators

were repeating the Bible verses we
used and were able to tell many Bible

stories word for word when we left

Afghanistan. God was at work. I am
14

not sure if we truly lead anyone to

Christ while we were there because

they were a very cordial people and

wanted only to please us and there-

fore on some occasions told us what

we wanted to hear. Associating with

Christians could be very dangerous

for them and their families, but, I do

believe there were many seeds of

faith planted.

When I was ready to leave Af-

ghanistan I wanted to give something

to my translator Zabi that would show

him how much I loved him and cared

for him and that could also show him

how much Jesus Christ loved him. I

gave him my Bible. I explained to him

that it was the most precious thing I

owned and asked if he could accept it

without getting into trouble with other

Afghans. He assured me it was okay

and that he was glad to have it. I may
never know how much of an impact,

if any, it had on him, but I was glad to

hopefully plant a seed.

I must say, it was almost as hard

for me to leave my Afghan family and

come back to the United States as it

was for me to leave my fam-

ily here and go to Afghani-

stan. I returned with new
friends and family, a deeper

faith, and a better under-

standing of how God works

in our lives.

On November 13,

2009, 1 got the news I had

been dreading to hear. The

preceding Wednesday
Hamid was killed by an IED

(improvised explosive de-

vice). He was translating for

a Swedish military team and

they had seen one IED and

disarmed it, but failed to see

the second one and drove

over it. Hamid was the only

one killed but there were

serious injuries to some of

the other men.

I do not know if Hamid accepted

Jesus Christ as his Savior, but I do

know he showed a great deal of inter-

est in what we had to say about Christ

as our personal Savior because he

was always asking questions. I pray

a seed of faith grew and I will once

again see him in Heaven. As for his

best friend Najib, I was encouraged

when he called state-side and asked

that we as Christians pray for him

because he had lost his best friend,

and to also pray for Hamid 's family.

Jesus tells us to feed His sheep, to

pray for one another. Our missionar-

ies are tremendously important to the

spreading of God's Word. It's impera-

tive that we support them in any way

we can, here and abroad. Yes, it's

dangerous for them and for the ones

they are trying to reach but they are

called into this service and God is

always with them and he performs

miracles every day.

God works in mysterious ways. We
are not to question why, but to have

faith and believe.



CONVENTION NEWS

Working For God With Expectation

BY THE REV. BUDDY SASSER

What are you expecting from

God in this New Year? Is this what

first came to mind upon hearing

the theme? We can always expect

God to do exactly what He said He
would do according to His Word;

but what can God expect of us in

2010? Year after year we talk of new
programs and ideas, only to have

them fade into oblivion like a two-

month old new year's resolution.

Our excitement over better plans

and promises seems to lose its luster

when it comes time to put those

plans into action...and the question

must be asked, "Why?" Maybe the

reason is that we just don't know
where or how to get started.

The 2010 OFWB Convention will

again offer attendees a variety of

workshops that have been newly de-

scribed as "learning opportunities."

Each session leader will be teaching

not only the subject, but will also

spend time discussing how to begin

or improve their particular area of

study in the local church. Hopefully,

you will come away with a feeling

of great expectation as you seek to

develop and nurture new methods

of proclaiming the never-changing

love of God to your church and

community. Begin your preparations

now to be a part of the 2010 OFWB
Convention Learning Sessions being

held from 1 to 4 p.m. on Wednesday,

May 19 in Raper Hall on the campus
of Mount Olive College. The Learn-

ing Sessions include the following:

• Conflict Resolution Within the

Church—Eddie Moody
• Levels of Leadership—Mary

Dudley
• Using Technology in Worship

—

David Currie and Todd Sutton

• Ministering Beyond the Church

Walls—Tim Heath
• Nursery Safety and Security

—

Marci Rollins-Smart

April
y HOME MISSHOME MISSIONS &

EVANGELISM MONTH

Sunday, April 25, 2010
is Good Shepherd Sunday

• Women's Ministry for a Younger

Generation—Kitty Barnes and Gail

Heath
• The Prayer Life of Jesus—Harold

Jones

• Coming Home: The Early Minis-

try of Jesus—John Williams

• How to Lead By Following: A
Look at the Companions of Paul

—

Harry Brown
• Foundation for Christian Minis-

try—Burkette Raper
• Work of the Church Clerk

—

Vickie Wade and Andrea Cox
• Minister's Roundtable—Reach-

ing the Lost Generation (age 18-30)

—Ray Wells, Ronnie Hobgood,

Ronnie Aycock, James Nobles, Bruce

Jones

Mark your calendar in big letters

—OFWB CONVENTION—May
18-20, 2010, then keep reading

TFWB Magazine for more details.

1^
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Your funds will help us to "Touch Lives for a Lifetime/

15



OFWB INTERNATIONAL P0 Box 39 • Ayden, NC 28513 • 252.746.4963 • www.ofwbi.org

Church Anniversary in the Philippines

SUBMITTED ARTICLE
The Bobongan Original Free Will

Baptist Church recently held its 14th

Anniversary. The church is located in

Magsasa, Zamboanga. The theme of

the celebration was "God is Good."

Rev. Basingil shared a message from

Psalm 118:1, "O give thanks unto

the Lord; for his is good: because

his mercy endureth forever." The

Book of Psalms is he hymn book

and prayer book of the Bible. Rev.

Basingil emphasized three things

about thanksgiving, (1) The Object

of Thanksgiving, (2) The Reason of

Thanksgiving, (3) The Motivation of

Thanksgiving. It is good to remember

the goodness of God.

During the Church Anniversary

Dedication we also had a Child Dedi-

cation. These young parents have a

deep desire to raise their children in a

Christian home.

The weather was extremely bad on

this day. There was heavy rain, but

many people attended even though

they had to walk in the rain and

mud. The Lord is still working in

the hearts of believers even in times

of hardship. There is still a desire to

worship. For God is truly GOOD!

Growing Together for Christ

BY THE REV. JUNE P. BUSCANO
The Free Will Baptist Church in

Maasin recently celebrated its 5th

Church Anniversary. In line with the

celebrations, we had a Family Fel-

lowship in the afternoon, which is

usually held on the last Saturday of

the month. We believe that the family

is important to the Lord because He
instituted it.

The churches in Maasin and the

surrounding area are continuously

doing this kind of activity despite the

many obstacles and the disappoint-

ments we have experienced. We aim

to strengthen the spiritual lives of

every family member. Families need

to exercise their faith by attending

fellowship. In every family we should

not focus on the faults and negatives

of others, but should always look for

the best in each other and do all that

we can for Christ each day. We can
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make a difference in the church and in

the world. His "well done" will make

every effort worth it all.



Testimonies From the Philippines

BY SISTER JEN
Sister Tess Calugay, an active

member of the Free Will Baptist

"House" Church in Palmera, Bulacan

has a tremendous testimony about

the greatness of God in her life. She

learned some time ago that she had

breast cancer, but God has healed

her. She now uses her testimony to

encourage people to come to God
and she challenges believers to have

a stronger faith in the Lord.

Leonor Janolino is an 86 year

old grandmother. She comes to the

"House" Church early in the morn-

ing every Sunday. She stands in the

front and most of the time during

the Sunday Service to express her

gratitude for God's goodness in her

life. She found the Truth from the

Word of God and serves Him with all

her heart. One of her favorite phrases

is, "I really praise and thank God be-

cause He gives me strength for every

day."

Please pray for her and for others

here in Manila, Philippines. Tess Calugay

Let the Little Children Come Unto Me
BY THE REV. ARNEL F. CUBA
"But Jesus said, Suffer little chil-

dren, and forbid them not, to come
unto me: for of such is the kingdom
of heaven" (Matthew 19:14). Feed-

ing the street children is a part of

our ministry here in Tatalon, Que-
zon City. We have been able to feed

several hundred children and their

families since this program began.

This has been a great blessing to

them. During the rainy season we
were forced to temporarily stop the

feeding program, because we do
not have a building where they can

gather. We feed the children out in

the open on the sidewalk.

We are not only concerned about

meeting their physical needs, but

their spiritual needs also. God's
Word moves their hearts to be-

come a better and more responsible

individual. Jesus instructed us to

care for little children because these

children are precious in His eyes.



ANNUAL TELETHON

IT IS TIME TO REACH THE LOST WITH THE GOSPEL BEFORE TIME RUNS OUT.

PEOPLE AROUNO THE WORLD ARE DYING AT A RATE OF 2 PER SECOND.

THIS FACT, ALONE, SHOULD SHOCK US INTO ACTION.

THE TIME IS NOW!

GOAL 2010: A TOTAL OF $225,000.00 IN GIFTS ON TELETHON SUNDAY

sass? asms?&mm&<emL
CALL IN YOUR SPECIAL OFFERING ON MARCH 21, TELETHON SUNDAY BETWEEN 1:!0 ANDM PI

YOUR GENEROUS GIFT AND CALL ON TELETHON SUNDAY WILL HELP REACH MANY WHILE THERE IS TIE.

252.746.4963

PRAYER GOAL MARCH 28, 2010:

All churches joining together in united

prayer during the Morning Worship Hour

in one accord for revival. LET US PRAY

rNational
FOREIGN MISSIONS

P.O. Box 39
Ayden, NC 28513
252.746.4963
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Cragmont Needs You
BYJOHN WILLIAMS

It can be very interesting to go

back in time and compare the cost

of doing business back then to now.

While looking through some old

files, I came across a financial report

to the Cragmont Board dated 1967.

The total disbursements amounted

to $16,481.85. The cost for utilities

was $1,289.96. At the time of this

writing, we had disbursed $504,368.

Some people can hardly believe it

when I tell them that utilities for

2009 will be around $65,000. When
I talk to people about the amount of

funds needed to operate Cragmont,

I get the impression from a few that

it should not take much more mon-

ey than it did in 1967. They must not

get out much! Most understand that

things are different now.

1.We have more buildings, which

means more toilets and sinks and

tubs—which means more water

used.

2. We are using more electricity be-

cause there are more rooms.

3. We are serving more food because

more people are attending functions

at our facility.

4. We are open year round, an idea

which did not come around until

1980, and things just cost more now
than in 1967.

Before you get the idea that I am
whining and complaining, let me
help you know that I am not. At

the beginning of 2009, 1 was very

afraid that we would suffer financial

woes because of the economy. I was
looking for people to not visit since

travel and vacations get cut first in

a bad economy. You came anyway. I

am very thankful that you came and

I am thankful for your giving to this

ministry.

With that said, please don't sit

back and relax. I need your help.

With the new year in place I re-call

your attention to the "New Heights"

project. The vision was one of taking

Cragmont, which is in the moun-
tains, to "new heights" with new
facilities. At present, the debt on

the Lodge is holding us back from

moving on to the next building

—

dining facilities. The debt on the

lodge amounts to $245,000. 1 see no

reason not to count on paying this

debt off by the end of the year 2010.

The original plan for "New Heights"

was one of pledges. One could

choose an amount and pledge it over

a five year span of time. Out of 227

pledges there are approximately 48

that are incomplete. Some of these

will not be completed. So with the

vision of "soaring to new heights"

still a strong desire for me, I ask that

you help me bring to its conclusion

the lodge debt so that we may move
on. I do not ask for more pledges,

only that you give what you can. I

also ask that this gift not be shifted

from what you normally give. I ask

that you give extra.

Upcoming Events

• Pastor/Deacon—March 25-27,

2010, with H. Mac Wallace as our

speaker.

• There are dates all through the

winter and spring that are available

for retreats. If you have not booked

your winter retreat, please do so

right away.

HEADQUARTERS

20 10 Vacation Bible School Workshop

Friday, February 19 th at 7p.m.

(Come Early - Doors Open at 6 p.m.)

Free Will Baptist Press

3928 Lee Street • Ayden, NC
Representatives from Standard, Group, and Gospel Light Publishing will present their 2010 themes!

Lite refreshments and shopping time will be available.

All Power Packs, Starter Kits, and Product will be 10% OFF all season!
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and a

We all have our

place, and our significance

in Christ. There is nothing that changes

this basic truth. No one is born without

a place in Christ and His perfect love

for every single person.

Interestingly, we all have a place

from the time of our birth, and can

take that place and answer the call to

live the plan at any time we are willing.

Some serve from youth, others are late

bloomers, but the plan is always there,

during our entire lives, throughout all

our ages.

We know this from many Scrip-

tures, such as Jeremiah 1 :5. God told

Jeremiah, "Before I formed thee in

the belly I knew thee; and before thou

earnest forth out of the womb I sancti-

fied thee, and I ordained thee a prophet

unto the nations." From before his birth,

Jeremiah was known by God, chosen.

From birth, he had a place, a part to

play. So do each and every one of us.

Keep in mind that the Bible tells us time

and again that God is no respecter of

persons. Like Jeremiah, we all have our

own unique place.

Think of Jeremiah's response. In

Jeremiah 1 :6, he said, "Then said I, Ah,

Lord GOD! behold, I cannot speak: for

I am a child" It did not convince God. In

1 :7, we read as Jeremiah got his reply.

"But the LORD said unto me, Say not, I

am a child: for thou shalt go to all that I

shall send thee, and whatsoever I com-

mand thee thou shalt speak."

Do not hesitate for your age, young

or old. God is with you. Just seek and

follow His plan.

I like to think of Timothy when I think

of our place in Jesus as young adults.

Timothy had a lot to manage besides

his youth, but he was young, too. He
is believed to have been approximately

23 years old. His mother was Jewish,

Significance in Christ as a Young Adult

with Wyatt Harvey

having taught him the Old Testament

Scriptures, while his Greek father had

given him a bit of social freedom in their

Roman world. He had a unique set of

circumstances, and all of it was able to

be used in God's plan.

When the Apostle Paul came
through Lystra in his first mission-

ary journey, he used an approach of

preaching the Truth of Jesus first to

those who already knew God's Word in

the form of the Old Testament. He had

used the approach before, asking lis-

teners to check out the claims of Jesus

against the prophecies and promises

of the Old Testament. Timothy was just

the kind of person who would, and did,

take Paul up on that challenge. Real-

izing that Jesus is Lord and Savior of

all, he took his place of significance in

Christ.

He faced a lot of challenges. It is

believed that he was never really com-

fortable as the center of attention. Paul

constantly encouraged him to hold

onto God's strength for his boldness

and perseverance. It seemed perhaps

Timothy struggled with youthful temp-

tations, as found in 2 Timothy 2:22.

Like all of us, Timothy had weaknesses.

But, look at what God was able to ac-

complish through him.

He made a massive difference

in the life of his mentor, the Apostle

Paul. He was mentioned in Acts and

later in several of Paul's letters, two of

which were addressed to him as he

was representing Paul as they taught

and led new groups of believers, from

Thessalonica to Corinth and Ephesus.

Paul wrote of his unique loyalty. Paul

was blessed by his young understudy's

love and respect and friendship. And,

all who listened to and learned from

Timothy were blessed as he carried the

message of Christ, the very thing he

was called to do before the time of his

birth. Despite challenges and obstacles,

he answered his call in the plan and fol-

lowed Jesus. People today are still be-

ing blessed as they read the letters from

the Apostle Paul that Timothy helped

prepare or deliver, or the ones Timothy

received from him.

Timothy bridged a gap, carrying the

message of Christ to those Paul could

not reach alone.

Such is the very method of ministry.

Jesus told us to share the Good News
of the Gospel with all, and passing it

along from one to another to another

is the way we do that. Passing it along

through the age range is how we do

that very thing, too.

Every person has a place in what we
do, in what we believe. Every age has a

place.

The 1 0 year old student in Church

does not start out necessarily wanting

to be the pastor. He or she wants to

be like the 1 3 year old students. The

1 3 year olds want to be like the high

school students, while the high school

students still may not necessarily want

to be the pastor; they probably want to

be the college ages, or like the assis-

tant youth leaders or teachers. Those

teachers may not even want to be the

Pastor at that time. They probably want

to be like or be the youth pastor. And,

of course, the youth pastor will eventu-

ally probably want to be the pastor.

Like a ladder, each step has a place,

a purpose, a part to play. Each is

important, each is needed, like each

one of us. We may not be ready to be

a Jeremiah, or a Paul, but we may be

ready to be a Timothy. Maybe not. All

that matters is that we are ready to be

Christians, and take our unique place in

Christ.
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BY DR. TIMOTHY WEBBER
How it was born: This was born

out of the command in (Matthew

25:43e) fulfilling this command be-

came a reality on March I, 2006. Our
mission Biker Coordinator is Bill

Glass CFL. In July 2008, God shifted

our focus from prisons all across

America, to Juvenile Detentions

Centers in N C. Today we minister

in eight of the nine state owned
centers, and met with the ninth in

January 2010.

Results: Total Decisions to accept

Christ or ask Christ back into their

lives in 2008 were 755, in 2009 were

878. Results at GRJDC on December

3, 2009 were 12 saved, 19 present.

Stewardship: No one gets a salary

in this ministry, the budget comes

Bike Prison Ministry
from churches and Freedom team

members and used to underwrite

some expenses. My teammates and

I do not come in as a church group,

but entertainment, once we have

the students attention while talking

about motorcycles. We move into

our life before and after accepting

Christ.

Hardships: We ride bikes over

1200 miles by-weekly to minis-

ter. Many times in heat above 100

degrees, and below 32 degrees. On
bikes there is no where to get out of

the weather. When west of Raleigh,

a teammate has to fill in for me, al-

lowing me to continue on. We are

in JDCs Monday thru Friday and,

yes, some of these days cause some
inconvenience on the centers and

B/P ministry. The Success of this

program hangs on the shoulders of

God, myself, and the Directors and

staff of each facility. The estimated

cost of branching out to western NC
is $11,000, I'm depending on God
supplying us the funds, and direc-

tors supplying the ministry time.

May God bless you in advance for

your efforts. Our goal is to help

build a better relationship between

staff and students, and turn students

into champions for this life and the

one to come. If there is ever a prob-

lem with this ministry or the team

mates please feel free to contact me
at (252) 617-0745 or Email <biker.

prisonministry(« lembarqmail.com>.



CHILDREN'S HOME p 0- Box 249 • Middlesex, NC 27557 • 252.235.2161 • www.fwbchildrenshome.org

SUBMITTED ARTICLE
With the recent passing of Ms.

Rebecca Davenport, we would be

remiss if we failed to mention her

faithful service to the Free Will Bap-

tist Children's Home.
Ms. Rebecca served on the Chil-

dren's Home Board of Directors

on numerous committees. She was
chairperson of the Board for seven

years, where she provided leader-

ship, guidance, and concern for

the well being of the children at

the Home, and for the stability of

the Children's Home. Her years of

service encompassed five terms,

spanning from 1969-1990. In 1990,

the North Carolina Child Care

Association awarded Ms. Rebecca

"Trustee of the Year," she also was
named "emeritus member" for the

Children's Home Board of Directors.

Much of her service was during the

tenure of Dr. Bobby Taylor, former

President/CEO of the Home. He
gave this comment "she has touched

many lives, giving strength, kind-

ness, and opportunity."

Ms. Rebecca will be missed, but

her efforts and dedication will be

part of this ministry forever.

A Tribute

Tlic groundbreakingfor Wliitley Center on March 15, 1988. Pictured are former president, Dr. Bobby R.

Taylor (left), chairwoman, Rebecca Davenport, and 2 representativees from the building contractor.

Campus Neocls*******

• Cleaning Supplies

• Trash Bags

• Luggage
• Golf Cart Batteries (Call for Details)

•.Sewing Machines
• Storage Bowls

Flatware (8 place settings for each cottage)

Heritage Hall Appliances

Refrigerator, Range, Freezer, Dishwasher,

Microwave (call for details)

DouPle A Batteries

Have questions? Call the Development Office at (252) 235-2161
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The Heritage Hall Renovation Project

A lot of progress has been made
on the Heritage Hall Project. Below

are a few photographs to keep you

up to date.



In the earlier years at the Home,
farm work was a regular part of

everyday life (this page). Children

came together to form the "Concert

Choir." The choir would visit the

local churches and perform musi-

cal selections. I'm sure many of

our Free Will Baptist churches can

remember having a visit by the

Children's Home Concert Choir.

Included are pictures from different

choirs from the 1950's (next page).

A Glimpse at





NC FOUNDATION FOR CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES
619 W. Main Street

919.658.3855

Mount Olive, NC 28365

First Church, Goldsboro, Establishes Memorial Endowment
BY DR. W. BURKETTE RAPER
Through an endowment with the North Carolina

Foundation For Christian Ministries, First Free Will

Baptist Church of Goldsboro is ensuring that memorial

gifts will be living memorials.

When we consider that memorial gifts represent a

final tribute to those who have faithfully supported

and served their church during their lifetime, it is only

fitting and proper that gifts in their memory should

be used to assure that these persons are not forgotten.

Assigning memorial gifts to a permanent endowment
adds spiritual meaning to these gifts. Although those

whom we memorialize are no longer here to support

their church, gifts to an endowment in their name will

keep on giving.

WHY AN ENDOWMENT FOR A LOCAL
CHURCH?
The Reverend John E. Hill, Jr. explained the reason

why the Church established the endowment with

memorial gifts: "From the beginning I, and the good

people of Goldsboro Church, saw the benefit of the

endowment for the future planning and benefit of our

congregation. By establishing this fund, financial gifts,

bequeathed assets, or insurance policies can be tangible

ways for our members to demonstrate ongoing finan-

cial stewardship after their physical life is over. This

fund has been established through the generosity of

friends and family of Bud Walston, Arnold Bai wick,

Richard Denise, James Roberts, as well as other memo-
rial gifts as specified by anonymous donors.

"The distributions from this fund will be given to the

Goldsboro First Church to be used for any missionary,

educational, or building needs, but also may be used to

provide funding for the education of Original Free Will

Baptist ministers. Therefore, the congregation itself

will decide annually on the proper use of these distri-

butions."

HISTORICAL PROFILE OF FIRST FREE WILL BAP-
TIST, GOLDSBORO
The Church was organized in 1908 under the leader-

ship of The Reverend Frank Casey, who served as its

first pastor (1908-1918). With a membership of 15, the

Church was granted membership in the Cape Fear

Conference in October of the same year.

Initially, the Church met for worship in the home
of one of its charter members. The first location for a

church building was at the corner of Lionel and Sim-

mons Streets, on a lot given by The Reverend Jake Hill.

In the Centennial History of the Church, prepared by
Sharlene Creech Howell, there is a historic account of

how the building was constructed:

"Lumber was donated, as well as money and labor. Rev-

erend Casey workeon by the light of a lantern. The work of

constructing the church moved forward, but slowly, until it

was finally finished and dedicated."

In 1954, the original building was destroyed by fire, and

during the next two years, the Church met in various places

until 1956, when the Church purchased the property on East

Ash Street where the Church is now located. It was during

the pastorate (1963-1967) of the late Reverend James A. Evans

that the present Church, one of the most beautiful in the Free

Will Baptist denomination, was built.

FOOTPRINTS FROM THE PAST—FOOTPRINTS FOR
THE FUTURE
The meaning of a Memorial Endowment was well ex-

pressed by Pastor Hill: "I hope that other congregations will

begin to see this opportunity in the same way as the members
of Goldsboro, First. By making this memorial endowment
available, we provide to our members an opportunity to dem-

onstrate, by their own free will, a new level of stewardship.

"My eternal gratitude goes to the Foundation for its leader-

ship in helping good people do good things with the good

gifts that God has bestowed on each of us."

HOW TO ESTABLISH AN ENDOWMENT FOR YOUR
CHURCH
Persons interested in how to establish an endowment for

their Church are invited to contact:

W. Burkette Raper, President

North Carolina Foundation For Christian Ministries

619 West Main Street

Mount Olive, NC 28365

Phone: (919) 658-3855 or

(919) 658-5250 »

Email: wraper@moc.edu
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2010 Cragmont Woman's Retreat(s)

Registration Form

Please complete ONE form per person (make copies as needed) b mail with $20 non-refundable registration fee to:

Joan H. Little, 7063 Stantonsburg Road, Farmville, NC 27828

Make all checks payable to Cragmont Woman's Retreat.

Name:

Address:

Phone: Church:

Emergency Contact: Phone #:

Please mark all items below which apply to you. Rooms will be assigned in order of registration received.

I need a downstairs room due to medical reasons. Limited Availability.

Roommates desired:

Lodging request: Main Building (2-4 per room) Upstairs Downstairs

Lodge (3-4 per room)

Motel (2-4 per room) Hollifield House (6-8)

Girls Dorm Boys Dorm Floyd House (8)

Check retreat for which you are registering. You may register for more than one.

April 9-1 1 Morning Star Retreat Speaker: Sande Brown

$20 registration fee enclosed. ($75 Balance Due upon arrival.)

June 9-12 Day Spring Retreat Speaker: Linda Herring

$20 registration fee enclosed. ($85 Balance Due upon arrival.)

Day Spring Retreat also welcomes couples and families.

Aug. 1-6 Cornerstone Retreat Speaker: Teresa Allen

$20 registration fee enclosed. ($120 Balance Due upon arrival.)

I plan to ride the bus. Travel Day will be on Sunday morning. Bus—$55.

I plan to go on side trip to Lake Lure.

$30 nonrefundable deposit enclosed for side trip.

There will be 2 afternoon trips to Asheville. ($10 each) No deposit required.

September 10-12 Emanuel Retreat Speaker: Linda McCoy

$20 registration fee enclosed. ($75 Balance Due upon arrival.)

All retreats are open to all women regardless of membership or age.
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PEOPLE & EVENTS

Smyrna Church Celebrates Dedication Sunday

Doris Godwin and Peggy Parker

BY HELEN SMITH
Smyrna OFWB Church (Cape Fear

Conference) located in the Meadow
community celebrated Dedication

Sunday on November 1, following

almost a year of renovations and addi-

tions.

During the worship service the

pastor, Rev. Richard Whitman, led in

the dedication of pictures/ plaques

of past pastors, new pews, and altar

furniture, walkways and rails, the re-

modeling efforts, new carpet for both

the church and Sunday School rooms,

along with new hymnals and Bibles.

Following the dedication service,

assistant clerk Doris Godwin assisted

theRev. Whitman in presenting to

long time member Peggy Parker, a

plaque of appreciation of her untiring

efforts to the church.

With a long list of achievements,

with approximately 20 family mem-
bers present, Mrs. Godwin reviewed

some of Mrs. Parker's accomplish-

ments including teacher and or

assistant teacher for the Young
Adult class and the Allean Blackmon

Sunday School Class from 1970 until

2007, president of the Ethel Tart Circle,

member of the adult choir for many
years and held the office as clerk from

1998 until July 2009.

Fifth Eastern Union
BY CHERYL F. WILSON
The Fifth Eastern Union Meeting

and Sunday School Convention

met on Saturday, November 28,

2009 at Camp Vandemere with 37

present. The Rev. Mike Scott called

the meeting to order and read from

the Word of God (Isaiah 9). The
Rev. Earl Sadler led everyone in

prayer.

The Rev. Mike Scott led the

congregation in the hymn, "Vic-

tory in Jesus." Sister Cheryl Wilson

shared Psalm 16 and God's gift of

JOY. Special music, "Any Time,

Meeting and Sunday
Any Place, Any Where" and "Just

Believe" were presented by the

Juniper Five.

The business session was called

to order by the Rev. Mike Scott.

The minutes of the meeting were

reviewed by all and adopted as

presented. Five ministers were

recognized, seven churches and
three ministries were represented

and denominational reports were
given.

The business meeting resumed
following a short break of fellow-

ship and a congregational hymn.

School Convention
The Fifth Union and Sunday

School Convention treasurer re-

ports were approved.

The worship service opened with

several testimonies and prayer.

Juniper Five shared two inspira-

tional songs, "Still in the Fire" and

"Old Highway." The Rev. Hillary

Gaskins brought the morning mes-

sage from Matthew 26, "Be Ready."

The closing hymn and benediction

ended a glorious time in fellow-

ship. Blessings were given for the

delicious meal provided by Camp
Vandemere. *



Western District Youth Night Held at FWB Children's Home
BYMARCI ROLLINS-SMART
The Western District Youth held

a Fun Night at the FWB Children's

Home on Tuesday, November 10,

2009. Mt. Zion Church in Wilson

County was the host church and
took care of providing a pizza meal

for everyone and pihata for the

closing. Everyone enjoyed decorat-

ing clipboards (provided by Kenly

Church), playing BINGO, and
participating in a variety of relay/

team games. Each church group

brought school supplies for the kids

at the Children's Home. There were

approximately 130 people in atten-

dance with 5 churches participating.

A wonderful time was enjoyed by
everyone!

For more information on what is

going on with the Western District

Youth please contact Marci Rollins-

Smart: phone—(252) 239-0361;

e-mail—marci@littlerockchurch.net.
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PEOPLE & EVENTS

Little Creek Senior Saints News
SUBMITTED ARTICLE
The Senior Saints met on No-

vember 18. The Rev. Harold Jones,

Director of Foreign Missions,

gave an interesting message and

showed slides on his recent trip

to Nigeria. Everyone enjoyed his

presentation.

Mrs. Mary Hall from the Senior

Services at Pitt Memorial Hospital

presented an appropriate program

on aging. She pointed out how
careful we had to be to prevent

falling and/ or breaking bones.

Leon Butts from Ormondsville

Church sang two songs. Refresh-

ments were served and enjoyed by

all.

On December 20, the Senior

Saints met again at Little Creek

Church. Our invited guest was
Mrs. Mary Dudley, Director of

Sunday School Ministries. Her
message was about the life of Jesus

and how it relates to Christmas.

She sang "O Holy Night."

Mrs. Wanda Forrest read the

Christmas Story and read a poem
entitled "The Priceless Gift of

Christmas."

Lunch consisted of lots of party

food and punch. Everyone enjoyed

the program, food, and fellowship.
Ms. Mary Dudley

Rick and Jane Vernon
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I heard recently a reflection on the

story of David and the giant Goliath.

Instead of saying that David "killed"

Goliath with his slingshot, the inci-

dent was referred to as a "taming of

the giant."

I wonder how many of us have

"giants" in ourselves, aspects that

threaten our being, aspects that need

to be "tamed." The two giants I

want to address today are anger and

worry.

I have recently realized that anger

is an emotion that I should truly

tame, rather than just suppress or

repress. I have known for many
years that I never get angry unless

I am stressed, but knowing this is

only partly a solution to my anger.

Stress is so pervasive an aspect of our

culture that one rarely can flee from it

forever. Prayer helps, reading spiri-

tual literature helps, but one is still a

part of a culture that is speeded up
and sometimes threatening to go out

of control. So, for me, if stress can't

entirely be removed from my worka-

day world, how do I tame my anger?

I don't think there is a panacea.

Even Jesus got angry at the mon-
eychangers in the temple, and it is

likely that he too was stressed by the

occurrences in this final week of his

Taming the Giants
life on earth.

Yet there are things we can do that

will help. We can recast the incident

that has aroused our anger as a "call

for help." Is not this, in actuality,

what we are viewing when we see

poor responses in others? The indi-

vidual wants love, but is temporarily

out of control and unable to make
that request known. Reframed, then,

a "call for help," however imper-

fectly phrased, is actually a "call for

love." Then the only rational choice

is not to retaliate in kind, but to hold

one's peace and recognize that one

does not get angry at a situation that

actually is calling for love.

This rephrasing is, in my experi-

ence, a very, very useful mechanism

to tame the anger in my own emo-

tions. One rushes to the side of the

brother in Christ who has upset you.

The emotion cools, the stress falls

away, and the anger dissipates.

In this scenario, the giant of an-

ger, despite the stress of the modern
world, is indeed very easily tamed.

A second giant that is often in need

of taming, in my experience, is worry.

Jesus speaks very precisely about

this need when he bids us to take no

thought for tomorrow. "Thought"

is frequently translated as "anxiety,"

with Celia Hales

which, in turn, is a close cousin of

worry. We are not living in the mo-
ment when we worry. Instead, we
are projecting ahead to a troubling

future. Nobody can live successfully

in both the present and the future,

let alone the past. Successful living,

making our lives work, requires a

segmented immediacy in the present.

Sometimes in our irrational think-

ing, we superstitiously think that

worry will ease the future. We
think bad things will not happen if

we "prepare" by worrying about

them. If looked at closely, we can see

the lack of reality in such thinking.

Worry actually invites the trouble in

which we are consumed mentally. It

cannot forestall bad things. On the

contrary, worrying is more likely to

attract those very ogres we see so

vividly in our minds. There is no

better way to deal with worry than to

surrender, truly surrender, in prayer,

the entire situation into the hands of

God.

So, anger and worry are two giants

that in my experience, and perhaps

yours as well, need taming. May we
all join with the biblical David and

tame the giants that keep us chained

too closely to this earth.

Free Will Baptist Press Foundation, Inc.

Ayden Bible Bookstore New Bern Bible Bookstore Kinston Bible Bookstore

3928 Lee Street 1232 South Glenburnie Road 123 North Queen Street

Ayden, NC 28513 New Bern, NC 28562 Kinston, NC 28501

(252) 746-6128 • (800) 849-3927 (252) 638-6193 • (800) 875-8048 (252) 527-2843 • (800) 875-8049

31



Mount Olive College: The Early Years

BY DR. MICHAEL PELT
Five years ago today Dr. Burkette

Raper gave the Founders Day Ad-

dress. This was in 2004, 50 years

from the date that he had begun

his tenure as president of the Col-

lege. The title of his address was
"The Faith of the Founders." In it

he focused on the events leading

up to the opening of the College in

Mount Olive in 1954 with empha-

sis on the role of the men who had

demonstrated a profound faith in

what they were trying to do with

such limited resources and very little

support from the Convention which

they were representing. They could

not have imagined how their efforts

to lay the foundation of this College

would, in the course of time, yield

such results as we are able to witness

today.

Dr. Raper describes how he was
offered the presidency of the Col-

lege when in July 1954 the chairman

of the Board paid him a visit for

that purpose. Two weeks later, after

prayerfully considering the matter,

he accepted the Board's offer. His

decision on that occasion would

have significant consequences for

his life, and more importantly, for

the future of the College. His lack of

experience as a college administra-

tor propelled him in the years that

followed to use every opportunity to

master the knowledge and skills of

that office.

My relationship to Dr. Raper may
be said to have begun about one

week after he accepted the presi-

dency of the College. My wife and I

were living in Durham where I was
enrolled in the Divinity School at

Duke University. Dr. Raper con-

tacted me to ask if I would come to

the parsonage at Hull Road Church

in Greene County, where he was the

pastor, on Saturday, July 31 around

4:00 p.m. I drove down to LaGrange

that day with plans to be there for

the remainder of the weekend for

worship services on Sunday morn-

ing and evening, having left my wife

in Durham expecting to bear our
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first child at any time. Not long after

I arrived to meet Dr. Raper, he asked

if I would be interested in teaching

religion at the College if there was
a need for someone in that field of

study in the future. I indicated that

I would be interested if the need

should arise. I did not know until

that day that he had been chosen as

president, nor did I know what the

future might hold for the College.

(It was easy to recall the date of our

meeting because when I arrived

back in LaGrange, I had received

a call that Betty had been taken to

Duke Hospital and had given birth

to a boy, so I had to drive back to

Durham right away.)

The task of recruiting a faculty

and overseeing preparations for

the opening of the school term in

September 1954 fell upon the new
president. He had assumed this

demanding role at the age of 26

and appeared to be undaunted by

the challenge it offered. In addition

to fundraising and administrative

responsibilities, he would also teach

the courses in Bible and attend to

scores of minor details in the opera-

tion of the College. The school year

began with 22 students. The cur-

riculum included basic courses at

the freshman level and a one year

business program. Very little could

be provided in the area of student

life because of limited facilities and

personnel. Gifts to the College that

year totaled $33,689.56 in addition

to contributions of materials, labor,

supplies, and other gifts in kind. Dr.

C. C. Henderson, a local physician,

made the first gift toward an endow-

ment fund in the form of stock in the

Mt. Olive Pickle Company valued

at $5000. Some progress was made
that year in the acquisition of library

books.

During the first two years of

operation significant progress was

made in the development of the

College. Enrollment had increased

to a total of 87 students in the fall of

1956, including evening classes. The

total gifts for the 1955-56 school year

was $58,966.08. The name of the

College had been changed to Mount
Olive Junior College in recognition

of its present location. And plans

had been made to purchase an ad-

ditional 50 acres of land for future

development where we are now
situated. An architect was employed

to begin work on a master plan for

a new campus. In 1958, the College

received accreditation by the North

Carolina College Conference and

began to make preparation for re-

gional accreditation by the Southern

Association of Colleges and Schools.

A special session of the Convention

that sponsors the College was held

on the campus on January 31, 1958,

to give attention to the needs and

future development of the College.

The main objective of this special

session was to launch a three year

fundraising campaign with a goal

of $504,000 for the operation and

development of the College. At this

session, the Convention approved a

motion "endorsing the concept that

Mount Olive Junior College be made
a citadel for liberal arts education in

keeping with the highest Christian

and academic standards."

In the fall of 1957, three new mem-
bers were added to the faculty. They

were Michael J. Perret in foreign lan-

guage, Lorelle F. Martin in science,

and Michael R. Pelt in religion. I

was asked to teach all the courses of-

fered in religion and to serve as cam-

pus minister. In September 1958,

my work load was increased. Due to

the resignation of Dean Daniel Fagg,

who decided to return to graduate

school at Emory University, I was

asked to serve as academic dean

while continuing in my former role

as instructor in religion and campus

minister. I served in all those posi-

tions for the next four years. In the

fourth year I was also given the title

of vice president while the president

was on leave for graduate study in

higher education at Florida State

University. From the beginning of

our employment, all of us who were

ordained clergy



might be expected to represent the

College on Sundays in churches that

were willing to invite us to speak in

the morning service or perhaps both

morning and evening services.

Two courses in Bible were re-

quired in every curriculum and

chapel attendance was compulsory

for all students. By September 1958,

enrollment had reached 110 students

in the regular college curriculum,

plus 32 special and adult learners.

An important plateau was reached

in December 1960 when the College

achieved full accreditation by the

Southern Association of Colleges

and Schools. This was perhaps the

most significant achievement in our

early history, for it brought a form of

recognition for a very small college

that could not have been achieved in

any other way.

The Mount Olive Chamber of

Commerce and local citizens wanted

to show their appreciation for the

fact that the College had received

accreditation in record time. They

therefore planned a Mount Olive

College Appreciation Day, which

was held on May 18, 1961. The pro-

gram included an address by Gover-

nor Terry Sanford who paid tribute

to President Raper, to the Free Will

Baptist Church, and to the local com-

munity for a job well done.

While it may seem from this

description that all was going well

at the College, a deeper knowledge

of the difficulties that had to be

faced in meeting its obligations and
creating an environment in which it

could flourish would show that this

was a fragile institution. Aside from

the difficulties of launching a college

program with such limited resources

and facilities, while striving to win
the support of the churches of the

Convention that sponsored the Col-

lege as well as the larger community
where it was located, there was yet

another major obstacle that had to be

dealt with in this early period. The
College Board determined to estab-

lish a Christian liberal arts college

and had confirmed this intention in

public statements about the school.

At that time the N.C. Convention

was a part of the National Associa-

tion of Free Will Baptists, which had

established a Bible College in Nash-

ville, TN with its own distinctive

philosophy of education. They had

already developed a vision of what

a church sponsored college should

be and that vision was embodied in

their Bible College. Any other col-

lege sponsored by Free Will Baptists

was expected to conform to their

philosophy of Christian higher edu-

cation. It must have the same or a

similar mission and be governed by

the same theological perspective and

the same strict standards of social

life. If the Board and administra-

tion of Mount Olive College wished

to have a college with a different

philosophy and mission, they could

expect to be challenged.

President Raper published an article

in the February 19, 1958 issue of

The Free Will Baptist entitled "What
makes a College Christian?" His

article prompted an immediate

response from the professor of theol-

ogy at the Bible College in the form

of a letter to the president. In it, he

stated that he was not entirely satis-

fied with President Raper's charac-

terization of a Christian college in

that it did not spell out in detail a

clear-cut stand on orthodoxy and

whether or not the college was com-

mitted to a defense of orthodoxy. He
wanted "...to be assured that all on

your faculty are orthodox on every

point." Because Raper's reply to his

letter did not satisfy this inquisitor,

there followed a lengthy correspon-

dence between them, which seemed

to accomplish little beyond making
clear where each of them stood. But

they did not share the same view of

their responsibility to the denomina-

tion and they were looking at what

Christian colleges ought to be doing

from very different perspectives.

Although the professor was seeking

information concerning the position

of the college in relation to a view

of orthodoxy propounded by the

most radical fundamentalists of the

time and urging President Raper

to go on record in support of that

point of view, there were others who

were graduates of the Bible College

in Nashville who were prepared

to carry forward what would soon

become an open warfare against

Mount Olive College.

The most outspoken critic of the

College was a pastor in Durham
who was an alumnus of the Bible

College. On March 14, 1958 he

wrote a letter to President Raper in

which he called attention to a dis-

tinct difference in educational phi-

losophy between Raper and himself

as a graduate of the Bible College.

He stated it this way: ".
. .your phi-

losophy of Christian education is so

different from mine (you believing

in the Dewey Philosophy of expres-

sion which produces what is called

the thinking mind and I believe in

Indoctrination which produces what

is called the indoctrinated mind)."

At the next meeting of the college

Board, President Raper, in his report,

made reference to the current criti-

cism directed against the College

and added these words: "Our policy

must not be one of rebuttal, but a

positive statement of our objectives,

a constant and humble evaluation of

our program, and a full dedication

on our part to Mount Olive Junior

College."

This strategy of dealing with the

opposition to the College was effec-

tive in maintaining the support of its

friends, but it fell short of convinc-

ing its hard line opponents that their

view was wrong. For a time they

were content to share their opinions

with those whom they felt would
be receptive to them. But as they

observed the progress being made at

the College, they must have con-

cluded that it was time to go public

with their accusations against the

College lest it should become im-

mune to their attacks. In February

1960, that same Durham pastor, who
was now the president of the alumni

association of the Bible College,

mailed to Free Will Baptist pastors

throughout North Carolina his mim-
eographed church paper in which he

included an article criticizing the

(Continued on page 34...)
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(EARLY YEARS continuedfrom
page 33...)

policy of the College which allowed

students to attend Hollywood mov-
ies. This was the first of many such

issues that were highlighted in this

and other venues whose aim was
meant to undermine the confidence

of Free Will Baptists in their col-

lege at Mount Olive. These critics

had embraced the type of militant,

separatist Fundamentalism that was
gaining ground in the National As-

sociation, largely through the influ-

ence of the Bible College. They were

willing at times to resort to devious

methods to create doubt and suspi-

cion among humble Christian people

toward those who were determined

to build a college that would serve

the needs of its constituents. If they

had succeeded in achieving their

ignoble ends, the story of Mount
Olive College would have been very

different.

Still, it was not a pleasant experi-

ence for those who were deeply af-

fected by this controversy. It would
leave scars that required much time

to heal. At the time, I was serving

as academic dean and teacher of

religion while also serving as sec-

retary of the Convention from 1957

until 1962. This issue of what kind

of college could best serve the needs

of the sponsoring church as well as

the needs of the larger community
around us was but one of the factors

that was threatening the relation-

ship between the Convention and
the National Association of Free Will

Baptists. The final resolution of this

wrenching conflict was the decision

of the Convention to withdraw from

the National Association. It did so in

a special session held in Wilson, NC
on March 29, 1962.

This aspect of the history of the

College is one that has been given

very little attention on such joyful

occasions as this one when we come
together to celebrate the founding of

this College. We would prefer to for-

get about the conflicts that troubled

us in the past. It is true that we must
not allow the kind of opposition we
faced in this early period to distract

us from our mission, but at the same
time we do well to learn from our

experiences whether they be positive

or negative.

As we reflect on the entire history

of the College, we have so much
to be grateful for, especially at this

season of the year, and as we look

to the future, let us do so with the

same faith that motivated our found-

ers and the same commitment to

the mission of the College that has

characterized its leadership from

the early years until now. I have

confidence that this College will

fulfill its mission and purpose as a

church sponsored institution if the

entire College community takes seri-

ously its mission statement and its

expanded statement of institutional

purpose, along with the College

Covenant, all of which are clearly

stated in the current College catalog,

the Faculty Manual, and the Student

Handbook.

(This is the Founders Day Address

delivered by Dr. Pelt at Mount Olive

College on Tuesday, November 24, 2009.

It should be noted that he does not hold

the current personnel of the Free Will

Baptist Bible College responsiblefor the

actions taken by those who were trying

to undermine the confidence of Free Will

Baptists in the college at Mount Olive in

the years between 1958 and 1962.)

Announcing
A series of seminars will be conducted on

Basic Bible Doctrines of the Original Free Will Baptist Church

A series of seminars will be conducted to teach the twelve major Bible Doctrines and to discuss the position of

the Original Free Will Baptist Church concerning each of these doctrines. The format will consist of a pre-

senter teaching the doctrine, followed by a question and discussion time. Plans are to schedule one seminar

per month until all twelve major doctrines are covered. These seminars will provide an excellent opportunity

for licensed ministers, Sunday School teachers, or any Church member to gain a better understanding of what

the Word of God says about these issues that are so critical to every Christian's life. Every Christian will ben-

efit from attending these meetings.

The First Seminar

The Doctrine of the Bible
to be conducted at

King's Crossroads Original Free Will Baptist Church

Saturday, February 27, 2010

Starting at 9:30 a.m. and continuing until noon.

Sponsored by

The Fellowship of Conservative Free Will Baptists
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Do you have any idea who Jesus really is?

"What you think ofJesus Christ will thoroughly color how you think about every-

thing else," writes John MacArthur. This is a critical truth in the life of every believer.

Our view ofJesus affects the way we view God, the world, ourselves, and every one of

our decisions. These days, Jesus is often portrayed as a pacifist, a philanthropist, or a

docile teacher. He strikes a plastic—and sometimes pathetic—pose in the minds of

many. Some prefer the meek and mild Jesus who heals the sick, calms fears, and speaks

of peace and goodwill. These things do represent a portion of the Messiah. But tragi-

cally, too many have never been exposed to the rest of Him. They have never seen a full

360-degree view of the Savior. Until now. Like an investigative journalist on a mission,

bestselling author and teacherJohn MacArthur walks through the gospel records and

shows you a remarkable and compelling picture of the Jesus you can't ignore.

Hardcover Book, 218 pages—$22.99 Retail . Our Price $18.39

Also Available: Study Guide, Paperback, 119 pages—$9.99 Retail • Our Price $7.99

PERFECT FORGROUP STUDY
Order in quantities of 10 or more: Book • $17.24 each, Study Guide • $7.49 each

"Let not your heart be troubled...

"

Confidence can be hard to come by these days. People are losing their jobs, their houses, and their

life savings at an unprecedented rate. Violence, natural disasters, and moral depravity seem to he

skyrocketing. In the midst of all this chaos, we need to know... what on earth should we do now?

In the follow-up to the New York Times bestseller What in the World Is Going On?, Dr. Jeremiah

brings a message ofhope and confidence from the priceless counsel of the Word of God. He an-

swers our most urgent questions, including:

• How can we weather this storm with a calm heart?

• What does it truly mean to "wait on the Lord "?

• What is Jesus saying to our chaotic world today?

• How on earth did we get into this mess?

• Can we take a broken world and rebuild it into something fruitful?

LivingWith Confidence in a Broken World shows us all that with the power and love of

Almighty God, we can live with confidence in this age of turmoil.

Hardcover Book, 253 pages—$22.99 Retail . Our Price $18.39

"assssBsssr"
DR. DAVID JEREMIAH

JJWNGIIWTH

CONFIDENCE

WORLD
WHAT
ON EARTH
SHOULD WE
00 NOW?

MAX LIX.ADO

FEARLESS

Each sunrise seems to bringfresh reasons to fear.
They're talking layoffs at work, slowdowns in the economy, flare-ups in the Middle East,

turnovers at headquarters, downturns in the housing market, and upswings in global

warming. The plague of our day, terrorism, begins with the word terror. Fear, it seems,

has taken a hundred-year lease on the building next door and set up shop. Oversized

and rude, fear herds us into a prison and slams the doors. Wouldn't it be great to walk

out?

Imagine your life, wholly untouched by angst. What if faith, not fear, was your default

reaction to threats? Ifyou could hover a fear magnet over your heart and extract every

last shaving of dread, insecurity, or doubt, what would remain? Envision the day when

you can trust more and fear less.

Can you imagine your life without fear?

Hardcover Book, 221 pages—$24.99 Retail . Our Price $19.99



Will your church sink or swim?
We live in a fast-paced, fluid world. A postmodern place where people are drifting,

making midcourse corrections in every aspect of life, from careers, to relationships, to

beliefs.

As church leaders, we must continually reshape our ministries to reach a society adrift.

We must move from being adaptive to being proactive, remaining flexible while delivering

an uncompromising message.

AquaChurch 2.0 is a guide for developing responsive and relevant church leadership.

Fusing biblical wisdom and modern-day insights, acclaimed author Leonard Sweet

explores the essentials of missional arts, including vision, creativity, and teamwork.

This updated and revised edition will enable your ministry to navigate today's cultural

currents, provide a beacon to your community and meaningfully connect with a

postmodern world-

Paperback Book, 382 pages—$ 14.99 Retail . Our Price $11.99

God is notfinished with the church.
The church should be the greatest "gathering" on earth because it is the Body of Christ, yet many

people view the modern church as anemic and powerless—or worse, harmful and possibly

dangerous. Why? Perhaps most postmodern Americans believe that the church is simply a belief

system like Hinduism, Buddhism, and Islam; they lump Christianity with all the other religions,

and suspect that it's all about rules to control people's behavior. Or maybe the media's politically

correct agenda, which denies supernatural Christianity and explains away God's authority found

in the Bible, has distracted people from recognizing the church as a transformative force for good

in the world.

Elmer Towns suggests that the Body of Christ is at its best when it focuses on Jesus...

and he delivers the good news that there are many churches who are doing just tnat! In

What's Right with the Church, Dr. Towns takes you on a tour of churches that are

carrying forward the Early Church's mission and transforming their communities, in

spite of media skepticism and cultural cynicism. . . . Dr. Towns contends that there are a

few essentials that, when the church gets them right, ensure that the Body of Christ

moves forward in its mission with power and purpose. These basics include the Bible,

sin, worship, serving, and the Great Commission—and, of course, Jesus Christ!

Hardcover Book, 223 pages—$17.99 Retail . Our Price $14.39

FREE WILL BAPTIST PRESS
Foundation, Inc.

3928 Lee Street • Ayden, North Carolina 28513

252.746.6128 • 800.849.3927 • Fax 252.746.9248

www.fwbpress.com

Spreading the Word Through the Printed Page!
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Display/Advertising Rates

b/w-—1/8 page vrt./hrz. «• $20

b/w-—1/4 page vrt./hrz. «• $30

b/w-—1/2 page vrt./hrz. • $40

b/w-—3/4 page vrt./hrz. *» $50

b/w—Full page «• $60

b/w—back cover •» $120

color—back cover •• $150

Churches & Ministry Positions • $8
(maximum of 4 lines)

Personal Information Changes • No Charge
(notice of phone, mailing address, and e-mail address changes)

These rates are for first-time runs. Additional consecutive

runs are half-price (of equal or lesser size).

The printing of ads is contingent on the availability ofspace.

We reserve the right to condense space as necessary. You will

be charged only for the actual size used.

These advertising rates are for, and advertising is permitted by,

OFWB churches and auxiliary organizations. These charges

apply to any announcements, coming event listings, invitations,

and registration forms. Ifyou have any questions, contact the

editor by e-mail at <editor@fwbpress.com> or by phone at

(800) 849-3927 ext. 227. There is no charge for feature

article submissions from OFWB churches/members or

news releases of recent OFWB church happenings.

SUBMISSION DEADLINE INFORMATION
FOR ARTICLES AND ADVERTISING

The deadline for submissions to The Free Will Baptist is

the 5 th day of the month prior to publication. (Example:
Items to be published in a lanuary issue must be in no
later than the 5th day of December.) When the 5th falls on
a weekend, material is due on the Friday before. You
may submit items by any of the following methods:

• E-mail to <editor@fwbpress.com>,
• Fax to (252) 746-9248, Attn: Editor,

• Hand deliver, or
• Mail to: Editor, The Free Will Baptist

PO Box 159
Ayden, NC 28513.

*Phone-in or handwritten information is acceptable.

However, we cannot be held responsible for errors!

*Pictures are not returned unless there is an appropriate

self-addressed stamped envelope included!

Submissions for Personal Information Changes will run for

2 months only.

T FWB
THE FREE WILL BAPTIST

WANTS TO HEAR FROM YOU IF YOU HAVE:
a new address, received damaged or duplicate copies,

missed an issue, experienced any billing problems, or

you want to renew or cancel a subscription. You may
contact us by e-mail at: <editor@fwbpress.com> or

by phone at (252) 746-6128 or (800) 849-3927.

Thank You
hank you to all who have shown kindness to me this past year with your cards and prayers.

Your thoughtfulness truly is a blessing to me. May God bless you during this new year!

Kay Jones

4116-B Lee St., Ayden, NC 28513

The Annual Meeting of the Membership of Church Finance Association, Inc. will be held

in the Hennessee Room of Mount Olive College, at 1 0:30 a.m. on Tuesday, February 9,

2010. The Hennessee Room is located in the Murphy Building on the campus of Mount

Olive College in Mount Olive, North Carolina. Lunch will be provided by Church Finance

Association for those in attendance.

The purpose of the meeting will be to review the financial condition of the Associa-

tion, elect one member to the Board of Directors for a term of five years, and to transact

any business which may properly come before the membership. Should you require addi-

tional information, please call Donald Fader at 252.523.5800.

37



NORTH CAROLINA FOUNDATION
FOR CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES

FIRST FREE WILL BAPTIST CHURCH OF GOLDSBORO
THE ENDOWMENT OF THE MONTH

The Reverend John Hill, pastor (left); Dr. Ken Benton, Chair of Finance Committee; Mr. Lloyd Dawson, Chair, Board

of Deacons; present to Dr. W. Burkette Raper (right), president of the North Carolina Foundation for Christian

Ministries, a check in the amount of $13,148 to establish an endowment with the Foundation. Annual distributions

will be made to the Church for use as determined by the Church.

Footprints from the past—
Footprints for the future.

For more information on the First Church Endowment and the North Carolina Foundation For Christian Ministries, please see page 26.
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FOREIGN MISSIONS MONTH



the Original Free Will Baptist

MONTHLY PLANNER

WlcLTck 2010
Foreign Missions Month

This is a calendar of major denominational events. Also included are some regular holidays and special days/seasons of the Christian year.

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

28 / 2 3 4 5

Sunday Sen*

6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

Vivian B. Harrison

Lecture (9:30 a.m.)

Rodgers Chapel

17 18

Arts and Music

Showcase (6 p.m.)

Laughinghouse Hall

19

Inauguration of

Dr. Philip P. Kerstetter

(2 P.M.)

Kornegay Arena, MOC

20

21 22 23 24 25 26

i,

27

Central District

Woman's Convention

at Grimsley Church

28 29 30 31 1 9 3

coming soon:
April 9-1 2, 2010—Morning Star Retreat at Cragmont

May 2, 2010— Change for Children Campaign Kickoff

May 22, 2010—Children's Home Founders Day, Celebrating 90 years

June 9-12, 2010—Dayspring Retreat at Cragmont

July 11, 2010—Children's Home Homecoming
August 1-6, 2010—Cornerstone Retreat at Cragmont

September 10-12, 2010—Emmanuel Retreat at Cragmont

Notes:
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REFLECTIONS
with C. H. Overman

The Process of Discipleship
Christ's followers are commissioned to go forth and

"...teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the

Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: teach-

ing them to observe all thing whatsoever I have com-

manded you..." (Matthew 28:19-20) and: "...ye shall

be witnesses unto me. ..unto the uttermost part of the

earth" (Acts 1:8).

There is much more involved than "bringing them
in," as the old hymn so aptly implies in reference to the

unsaved. Early in my young ministry, I preached re-

vival services at one of our smaller churches. The Lord

blessed us with (the best I can remember) about 18

converts. The baptismal service was held the Sunday
following the revival in a nearby pond. It was indeed

a glorious week and a wonderful baptismal service. A
few months later, I saw the pastor of that church who
said to me, "I need you to come back to the church and

re-baptize some of those people. The first one didn't

take." Somehow, that friendly encounter, or follow

up, with the pastor has stuck with me throughout the

years. The reality is that there's more involved than

conversion—there must be discipleship. All pastors

and churches feel very blessed when the souls are born

into the kingdom, but it's what follows that results in

growth.

Jesus chose 12 men as His disciples, but He did not

suddenly thrust them forth. For about three years He
taught them. When they did go forth, it was only after

He instructed them and warned them in some cases.

A simple definition of a disciple is "a learner." The
learner is being taught to do "all things that Jesus has

commanded."
One magazine, published by the National Associa-

tion of Free Will Baptists, in its last issue, contains a

very challenging article written by Mattew Pinson,

president of FWB Bible College, entitled "Redefining

Discipleship." One of the subheadings in the article is

the "Failing to Produce Disciples." He cites Bill Hy-
bels and the well-known Willow Creek Communtity
Church in acknowledging "while they had succeeded

in getting numbers of new members they had failed in

producing real disciples. "What this means," writes Dr.

Pinson, "is that, even though many evangelical church-

es are getting more people on the membership roster,

they are failing to fulfill the Great Commission." (To be

continued in the next "Reflections.") Note: quotations are

used with -permission from the publisher and writer.
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ANNUAL TELETHON

II IS TIME 10 REACH THE LOST WITH THE GOSPEL BEFORE TIME RUNS OUT.

PEOPLE AROUNO THE WORLD ARE OYING AT A RATE OF 2 PER SECOND.

THIS FACT, ALONE, SHOULD SHOCK US INTO ACTION.

THE TIME IS NOW!

GOAL 2010: A TOTAL OF $225,000.00 IN GIFTS ON TELETHON SUNDAY

\M^mm^vmz®mL @Ann qcq tac VIQfiQ
CALL IN YOUR SPECIAL OFFERING ON MARCH 28, TELETHON SUNDAY BETWEEN 1:30 AND 5:00 PI £U£ifAtUiiAt«PIJU
YOUR GENEROUS GIFT AND CALL ON TELETHON SUNDAY WILL HELP REACH MANY WHILE THERE IS TIME,

PRAYER GOAL MARCH 28, 2010:

All churches joining together in united

prayer during the Morning Worship Hour

in one accord for revival. LET US PRAY

ERNATIONAL
rartiiGN MISSIONS

P.O. Box 39
Ayden, NC 28513
252.746.4963



ANNUAL
CONVENTION
MISSION RALLY
WEDNESDAY, MAY 19, 2010
7:30 p.m.

KORNEGAY ARENA,
MOUNT OLIVE COLLEGE
THE BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS
IS IN CHARGE.

Dr. Kiril Svilenov grew up under the Communist Rule in

Bulgaria. His family was strong in their Christian faith. They

translated Christian videos and distributed Bibles and Christian

literature among the Christian community. For this, they were

placed under political restraint and persecution. He

graduated from the Medical University of Sofia, Bulgaria in

November 1996. He is a General Practitioner. In 2007,

he was given the Family Doctor of the Year Award for Bulgaria.

Kiril has been instrumental in the development of our work

in Bulgaria and serves as the President of the Free Will Baptist

Church in Bulgaria.

His wife, Irina, graduated from the New Bulgaria University, with a Batchelor in Electric Guitar.

She is a professional guitarist and also teaches guitar. She will play a medley of Christian songs at the Rally.

Kiril and Irina have two lovely children: Daniel who will be seven in July and Christina who will be four in July.

We are excited about having them with us for the Mission Rally. Please come and share your support for them
and the work in Bulgaria. They will share the latest news from Willem and Lydia van der Plas.

Emerson Hobgood
Kings Cross Roads FWB Church

SPECIAL MUSIC: J*
Irina Svilenov

Sofia, Bulgaria

SPECIAL OFFERING: Your special offering at this Mission Rally is vital for the continued growth of

your missions program. Begin to pray NOW and ask God to reveal to you what your contribution should

be this year. Thank you, in advance, for your generous response. I hope all of you can attend the Rally; but

if you cannot, you can mail your special offering to: Board of Foreign Missions, RO. Box 39, Ayden, NC
28513. You will still receive credit for the Rally offering.

REMEMBER: You must earmark your check for Foreign Missions or place it in a special Foreign Mis-

sions envelope. These will be sent to every pastor and supplied at the Rally.



Thanksgiving Service

BY REV. DARIO S. BASINGIL

The Last Days Ministry OFWB
Church had a Thanksgiving Ser-

vice and Christmas Celebration, on

December 20, 2009. The theme was
"Celebrating the Goodness of God."

The Rev. Dario Basingil was their

guest speaker. Rev. Basingil asked

the question, "How do we celebrate

the goodness of God? What do we
celebrate the goodness of God? Why
do we celebrate the goodness of

God? Proverbs 3:9-10 says, "Hon-

our the Lord with thy substance,

and with the firstfruits of all thine

increase: So shall thy barns be filled

with plenty, and thy presses shall

burst out with new wine." And,

therefore, we always thank the Lord.

We never stop praising Him for what

he has done.

They also had a Child Dedica-

tion after the message with the

pastor, the Rev. Adrian Omadle Sr.

officiating. In Matthew 19:13-15 we
find these words: "Then were there

brought unto him little children, that

he should put his hands on them,

and pray: and the disciples rebuked

them. But Jesus said, Suffer little chil-

dren, and forbid them not, to come
unto me: for of such is the kingdom
of heaven. And he laid his hands on
them, and departed thence."

Let us celebrate His goodness and

praise His name together!

Opportunities to Minister
THROUGH SHORT-TERM TEAMS—MEXICO 2011

This year, we only had enough interest for one team. We hope to take at least three teams

to Mexico in 201 1 . It is a wonderful opportunity to serve the Lord and bless others at the

same time. Pray about your involvement in 201 1

.

The dates are June 18-25, July 3-10, and July 10-17.

jf V^T* For more information, contact -^^tK^ ^t0l^^wf\^
Jjfv^ iP^/' us at (252) 746-4963 or email S/V

^i> \V**^i*
y*^"\^ / director@ofwbi.ora ^« ' %



CRAGMONT ASSEMBLY 1233 North Fork Road • Black Mountain, NC 28711 • 828.669.7677 • www.cragmontassembly.com

MORNING STAR
April 9-11, 2010

Joan Little

7063 Stantonburg Rd.

Farmville, NC 27828

252.753.3217

MINISTERIAL ASSOCIATION OF OFWB
June 7-9, 2010

John Hill

3445 NC 1 1 1 Hwy.

Goldsboro, NC 27534
252.230.1845

YOUTH FRONTIER CONFERENCE (YFA/AFC)

July 5-10, 2010
Frankie Baggett

5403 Weyerhaeuser Rd.

Ayden, NC 28513

252.746.7850

DAY SPRING CONFERENCE
June 9-12, 2010

Joan Little

7063 Stantonburg Rd.

Farmville, NC 27828

252.753.321 7

GENERAL YOUTH II CONFERENCE
July 12-17, 2010

Brad Williamson, Director—252.752.5846

Wilma Parker, Registrar—252.522.0967

PO Box 6423

Kinston, NC 28501

CRAGMONT YOUTH CONFERENCE
June 13-17, 2010
Angela Mattox

471 1 Edgewood Dr.

New Bern, NC 28562

252.637.5918

CHRISTIAN CADET CONFERENCE
June 21-26, 2010

Joey Williams

139 Windyfield Dr.

Goldsboro, NC 27534

919.734.9080

PEE DEE YOUTH CONFERENCE
June28-July 1, 2010
Heath Conner

727 Mt. Olive Rd.

Bladenboro, NC 28320
910.648.2362

BED, BREAKFAST, & BLESSING

July 1-4, 2010

Cragmont Assembly

1233 North Fork Rd.

Black Mountain, NC 2871 1

877.669.7677

GENERAL YOUTH I CONFERENCE
July 19-24, 2010
Bryant Hines

7946 Bear Grass Rd.

Robersonville, NC 27871

252.792.5745

YOUNG PEOPLE'S BIBLE CONFERENCE
July 26-30, 2010

Chuck Owens
1 506 Washington Ave.

Weldon, NC 27890

252.536.2202

CORNERSTONE WOMAN'S CONFERENCE
August 1-6, 2010

Joan Little

7063 Stantonsburg Rd.

Farmville, NC 27828

252.753.3217

EMMANUEL WOMAN'S MINI CONFERENCE
September 10-12, 2010

Joan Little

7063 Stantonburg Rd.

Farmville, NC 27828

252.753.321 7
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Pcistor/Deacon Retreat
Speaker: H. Mac Wallace

Dates: March 25-27, 2010

Cost: $110 per person

This year instead of starting on Friday morning we will start on Thursday night at 8:00 p.m. and end Satur-

day at 1 0:00 a.m. There will be no lunch on Saturday. Below is the schedule.

Thursday: Check in from 3:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.; 8:00 p.m. first session

Friday: 8:00 a.m. breakfast; 9:00 a.m. first session; 1 0:30 a.m. break; 1 1 :00 a.m. 2nd session;

12:00 noon lunch; 1 :00 p.m. free time; 6:00 p.m. supper; 7:30 p.m. 3rd session

Saturday: 8:00 a.m. breakfast; 9:00 a.m. last session; "Go in the peace of Our Lord."

SPEAKER
This year our speaker is H. Mac Wallace, DMin., LMFT

Mac is in practice with his wife Emma B. Wallace, RN, LMFT. Through their clinic located in Sneads

Ferry, NC they offer Marital and Family Therapy. They also offer help with other life issues such as De-

pression, Anxiety Disorders, Spiritual Issues, Adolescent Issues, Group Psychotherapy, Crisis Manage-

ment etc.

Mac is also an Approved Supervisor which means he has met the educational, experiential, and super-

visory training requirements to supervise marriage and family therapist, for AAMFT Clinical Membership.

Mac also teaches at Campbell Divinity School, Campbell University

EDUCATION
B.A., .Duke University, Religion/Psychology, 1971

DMin., Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary, Pastoral Care and Counseling, 1986

Pastoral Counselor, AAPC; CPE Supervisor, ACPE, NC Baptist Hospital, School of Pastoral Care, Pastoral

Care and Counseling, 1 985

License/Certification in Marriage and Family Therapy, Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist, NC-Li-

cense #363.

A $50 deposit per person is required to register. You may send the information through any of the fol-

lowing methods (mail, fax, call in, email) to: Cragmont 1233 North Fork Rd, Black Mountain, NC
28711; Phone 877-669-7677; Fax 828-669-1463; Email <Cragmont@charter.net>.

Name Church

Number In Your Group Building Preference

Phone # Do You need 1st floor or handicap room? Yes No

7



MOUNT OLIVE COLLEGE 634 Henderson Street • Mount Olive, NC 28365 • 1.800.653.0854 • www.moc.edu

Moye Library to Host "Forever Free" Traveling Exhibition
SUBMITTED ARTICLE

Why did a nation founded on
ideals of freedom and equality for so

long tolerate one of the harshest la-

bor systems the world has known? A
new traveling exhibition that opens

March 18 at Mount Olive College's

Moye Library looks for answers to

this question. The exhibition traces

Abraham Lincoln's gradual transfor-

mation from an anti-slavery moder-

ate into "The Great Emancipator,"

who freed all slaves with a revo-

lutionary war-time proclamation

in 1863. "Forever Free: Abraham
Lincoln's Journey to Emancipation"

will be on display at the library until

April 30.

Moye Library is one of 63 li-

braries in the country and only six

libraries in the state, selected to host

the traveling exhibit.

"We are pleased to have been

selected as a site for this exhibition,"

said Cynthia Hughes, cataloging

librarian.

An opening reception for the

event will be held on Sunday, March
21 from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. in the Li-

brary. Period food will be served at

the reception and Civil War-era mu-
sic will be provided by the Mount
Olive College Music Department.

"The Civil War and slavery are

topics which must constantly be

revisited in order to help 21st cen-

tury Americans better understand

their causes and more clearly see

how their effects are still with us

today," stated Dr. Alan Lamm, chair

of the Department of History and
Social Studies. "This exhibit offers

our community an opportunity to

learn more about how Abraham
Lincoln decided upon emancipation

of the slaves, even as he tried to hold

together a fragile coalition of states

in order to preserve the Union. It is

a revealing insight into the values,

principles, and ideals that guided

one of our greatest Presidents."

"Forever Free" is nearly 700 feet

long, and takes approximately 20

to 40 minutes to view in its entirety.

The exhibit draws upon original

documents in the collections of the

Huntington Library and the Gilder

Lehrman Institute of American His-

tory. It was curated by John Rhode-

hamel, Norris Foundation Curator of

American historical manuscripts at

the Huntington Library.

Moye Library is offering free

programs and other events for

the public in connection with the

exhibition. Local schools and com-

munity groups are invited to tour

the exhibit, but are encouraged to

call in advance to schedule the visit.

Professors have volunteered to serve

as guides to take groups through

the display. For more details or to

schedule a visit, please call Cata-

loguing Librarian Cynthia Hughes at

919-658-4916 or 919-658-7869. Moye
Library is open seven days a week
under regular operating hours.

SPECIAL PROGRAMMING:
Lincoln: The Formative Years

March 22—7:00 p.m.

Lecture by Richard Kennedy

Lincoln as a Political Leader

March 29—7:00 p.m.

Lecture by Ken Dilda

Lincoln as a War Leader

April 5—7:00 p.m.

Lecture by Alan Lamm

Lincoln's Legacy

April 12—7:00 p.m.

Lecture by Jerry Sheppard

Stories from the Underground

Railroad

April 26—7:00 p.m.

Talk by Meltonia Loretta Young
Sponsored by the North Carolina

Humanities Council

The traveling exhibition is made
possible through major grants from

the National Endowment for the

Humanities (NEH) and the Abraham
Lincoln Bicentennial Commission.

Spring Eastern District

Woman's Auxiliary
Hosted by

Folkstone Free Will Baptist Church

Holly Ridge, NC
March 20, 2010

Theme: "Fishers of Men"

Scripture: "Follow me, and I will make you Fishers of Men" Matthew 4:19

Guest Speaker: Linda Herring *
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MOC First in

SUBMITTED ARTICLE

Mount Olive College, one of eastern

North Carolina's fastest growing pri-

vate colleges, announced this week

that it is once again transforming

education. Known for its innovative

one-night-a-week approach to adult

higher education, Mount Olive Col-

lege is the first in the State to unveil a

three year degree program for tradi-

tional students.

"There is growing pressure in the

United States from parents, students,

and legislators to develop ways for

college students to complete their

degree requirements as expeditiously

as possible," stated Dr. Philip P.

Kerstetter, president of Mount Olive

College. "A recent article in News

Week by U.S. Senator Lamar Alex-

ander urged college leaders to offer

three year bachelor's degrees. In the

article he called three year degrees

the higher education equivalent of a

fuel-efficient car. Mount Olive Col-

lege will be the first in the state of

North Carolina to offer the program.

It is one more way we are transform-

ing higher education."

Dr. Kerstetter went on to note

NC to Offer Three
that the three year degree program

at Mount Olive College will save

students in excess of $22,000 or up
to 1 / 4 the cost of college expenses

including tuition, fees, room, and

board.

The program will be marketed

to very serious students with clear

career expectations. The minimum
grade point average for acceptance

in the program will be 3.5. Interested

students will be required to enter the

program at the onset of their fresh-

men year and to declare a major at

that time. The college will pave the

way for three year degree completion

by waiving the excess credit hour

fee, by arranging for preferential

scheduling for students in the pro-

gram, and by offering special advise-

ment to ensure that students get the

courses they need in the sequence

they need them.

"In simple reality we are not

changing the content or substance

of our academic programs," Dr.

Kerstetter said. "We are just recog-

nizing that some students can meet

the degree requirements faster than

others, and we are making it possible

Year Degree
for them to do so."

The average college student takes

12 to 15 credit hours per semes-

ter. Under the three year program

students can take as many as 24

credit hours per semester and not

be charged for the additional hours.

Dr. Kerstetter anticipates that the

program will be especially attractive

to advanced placement students that

are concurrently enrolled in college

and high school courses.

"Today's global culture and

economic times call for innovation

in educating our future leaders," Dr.

Kerstetter said. "Mount Olive Col-

lege will be the first college in North

Carolina to demonstrate that it is pos-

sible for the serious, motivated stu-

dent to complete the undergraduate

program in fewer than four years."

Mount Olive College is currently

accepting applications from students

interested in entering the three year

degree program which will begin

in the fall 2010 semester. For more
information or to apply, contact the

Mount Olive College admissions of-

fice at 1-800-653-0854.



r Opportunities atMount olive college
Campus Tours

High school students and their families can schedule a private visit by contacting <admissions@moc.edu> or 1 -800-653-

0854. Ask for Meredith, our office manager, who schedules the campus tours.

Faculty, admissions staff, and student tour guides are glad to see prospective students visiting our campus. Make plans to

come any day Monday-Friday, when classes are in session so you can visit a laboratory, watch an athletic competition, hear

musicians perform, and visit a class in session. If you visit on the weekend, choose a time when you can see some of our

NCAA II Trojan Teams on the playing fields. Our admissions staff will also be glad to help arrange for you to meet the people

who can help you with your financial aid planning.

SAT/ACT Test Planning

High school seniors and juniors should be making plans to take or re-take the SAT or ACT. To learn more about test dates

and locations, students can talk with their guidance counselors or visit <Collegeboard.com> and <ACTstudent.org>. MOC
accepts the highest combination of scores, so taking the test more than once is recommended.
For College Transfers and Early High School Graduates

If you are a college transfer student getting ready to start college in the summer or Fall 201 0, complete our free online

application at <www.moc.edu> and have your transcripts sent to Tim Woodard, Director of Admissions, 634 Henderson

Street, Mount Olive, NC 28365; 1 -800-653-0854; <twoodard@moc.edu>. Class schedules for summer and fall will be available

in March, so watch the website at <www.moc.edu>, then click on academics, then calendars and schedules.

One Night a Week Programs

One night a week programs for adults who want to attend college without quitting their jobs, are available at New Bern,

Jacksonville, Mount Olive Evening College, Research Triangle Park, Wilmington, and Washington. All programs meet from 6-10 p.m.

on the same night every week. To make contact with an admissions representative at one of our locations, call 800-NEW GOAL.

Evening College at Mount Olive

Heritage Associate Degree Program (HP) begins 3/9/10

Raleigh (MRM) begins 4/20/10

Mount Olive College at Jacksonville

Heritage Associate Degree Program (HP) begins 4/26/1

0

Mount Olive College at RTP
Criminal Justice and Criminology (CJC) begins 3/24/10

Health Care Management (HCM) begins 4/6/1

0

Mount Olive College at Washington

Management and Organization Development (MOD) begins 3/24/10

Criminal Justice and Criminology (CJC) begins 4/29/1

0

Mount Olive College at Wilmington

Management and Organization Development (MOD) begins 3/1 5/1

0

Heritage Associate Degree Program (HP) begins 4/1 2/1

0

Health Care Management (HCM) begins 4/27/10

Vivian B. Harrison
Memorial Lecture

March 15, 2010

Dr. Andy Wakefield, Lecturer

9:15 a.m. Registration and Fellowship

9:30 a.m. Lecture One

11:00 a.m. Chapel Worship Service—

Sermon

12:00 noon Lunch (Lois K. Murphy
Regional Center)

1:30 p.m. Lecture Two

Visitation Day

Visitation Day—fan 18: Front Row: Maggie Banks, Rains Crossroads; Lindsey Parnell

Saint Mary's, Kenly; Jeremy Thomas, Sandy Plain; Taylor Felton, Micro

Middle Row: Trevor Gaskins, Spring Hope, Kathryn Nelson, Wintergreen; Meagan
Parsons, Lee's Chapel; Amy Randall, Mt. Pleasant

Back Row: Jonathan Wliitford, Saint's Delight, New Bern; Mark Webb, Daniels

Chapel; Matthew Sullivan, Daniels Chapel; Anderson Barnes, Pleasant Grove.
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Directors:

Sharlene Howell & Rev. John Hill

It's Reunion Time on the Mountain!

April 5-April 8, 2010

Reunite with old friends and make a few new ones as we
dedicate ourselves to give back to the camp we love! "The

Dorms" are in need of repairs and painting. Our main project

this week is to put a new face on these old buildings where we
have stayed for years! The cost of this trip includes rooms,

food, transportation, and project costs.

Time is short, but there's plenty of work to be done. This week
is spring break for many of our public and private schools.

However, the space for this special retreat is limited to the first

50 paying participants. This retreat is limited to 7th Grade to

99. The Cost is $150.00 and is NON-REFUNDABLE due to

project expenses. A payment must accompany this form to

reserve your place. Make checks payable to Cragmont
Assembly. You will receive an email (or letter) with bus details

for the trip. Deadline for this registration is March 22, 2010.

Please complete the medical form on the back of this form and
mail to:

GIVE BACK!
604 East Ash Street,

Goldsboro, NC 27530

Name Gender:

Mailing Address: _

City / State / Zip:_

Telephone ( )

Church Name

Parents/Guardians

Email:

Grade Age

City

Preferred Roommates:

11



Cragmont: Time To Give Back!
Health Information Form - Cragmont Assembly

CONTACT INFORMATION

Camper's Full Name; Birth Date: Sex.

Home Address:

City/State/Z ip
.-

Parent / Legal Guardian Name: Home Phone:

Work Phone:

Emergency Contact & Phone: ( 1 ) (2)

MEDICAL HISTORY / INSTRUCTIONS

Chronic Illnesses & Conditions: (circle which apply): Asthma Diabetes Seizures

Heart Disease ADD / ADHD Other

Allergies (list): Current Medications:

Special Diet: Last Tetanus Shot:

Physical Limitations:

IS THERE ANY REASON THIS CAMPER CANNOT ENGAGE IN REGULAR CAMP ACTIVITIES?
(PLEASE EXPLAIN ON ATTACHED SHEET)

PARENT / LEGAL GUARDIAN AGREEMENT / CONSENT

By my signature below, I agree to and understand the following:

• Cost for ail treatment / medicine will be the responsibility of the parent / legal guardian. Campers are covered

by camp insurance with secondary coverage from the time they board their unit of transportation until they

return to their terminal; however, this will only cover accidents. Secondary coverage pays after my insurance, I

have provided this insurance information in the event my child should need treatment b a physician f hospital.

Insurance Company Name: Polity Number:

Policy Holder's Name:

If a camper requires confinement for illness for twenty-four (24) hours or more, the parent / legal guardian will

be notified to pick up the camper.

• It is my responsibility not to send a sick child to camp. If my child has a fever and / or any contagious

condition the first day of camp, I am instructed not to send him/her to camp. 1 will be asked to come to

Cragmont Assembly to pick up my child if he/she is deemed sick with a contagious condition.

* All possible care will be used to prevent any accident and assigned adults will be responsible to see that any

camper who gets sick or injured receives proper attention. 1 will be notified ofany serious illness or accident

I hereby give permission to Cragmont Assembly, Inc. and its authorized representative to consent for

medication/surgical treatment for the above named camper ( my minor child) as is deemed necessary during the

conference dates shown on this document.

Parent/Legal Guardian Signature: Date:

Type or PRINT Name:
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Minister's Wives and Widows Retreat: Cinderella Sisters

SUBMITTED ARTICLE
On January 28, 2010, 17 folks

headed out for Cragmont not know-

ing what the weather was going to

be for the weekend. We departed

from the Harvest Connection

Building in Kinston and stopped 2

more times to pick up the remain-

ing troop. The First Original Free

Will Baptist Church of Greenville,

NC let us borrow their church bus.

Mr. Stearle Pittman drove for us all

weekend and we depended upon
his expertise to tell us when we
could and could not go, because the

weather became so bad.

When we arrived, we were met

with a roaring fire in the fireplace

that was very welcomed. The snow
began coming down on Friday

afternoon about 3:00 p.m. and within

15 minutes, everything was covered.

Cragmont looked like a wonder-

land. We drank hot chocolate, hot

apple cider, and plenty of coffee and

tea during the weekend. We studied

the book, A Place of Quiet Rest by
Nancy de Moss. This was a study

of the importance of an individual's

devotional life and how it can affect

one's life. Our Sip 'n Soak time was
enjoyed by everyone present. On

I

!

Sunday morning, we had our morn-

ing worship service. We thought

that we were probably the only

people west of New Bern that had

worship services that morning. The

Reverend John Williams delivered

the morning message plus adding

some of the future plans for Crag-

mont. Offerings were taken for both

Cragmont and the Sunday School

Ministry. Together they totaled just

under $920. The Cinderella Sisters

are growing as new wives and
.

widows come aboard each year.

This is a time for the minister's wife

to recoup and regroup without the

cares of home. It is also a time for

the minister's widow to maintain

a connection with the ministry that

she might not have otherwise. The

Retreat occurs the last weekend in

January each year and every min-

ister's wife or widow is invited to

attend. You can be assured that you
will be blessed.

—

Along primordial path natures lending hand

Springtime regeneration ushers in replenished land

Spawning schools upstream from ocean deep

Geese in V-formation within the gaggle steep

Across the meadow sleep loses hold

Sprouts of tomorrows fruit unfold.
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Update From the Children's Home
SUBMITTED ARTICLE
The importance of receiving a

good education is one of the goals

set for the residents at the Children's

Home. We encourage the children

here to do their best in school, and
participate in extra-curricular activi-

ties they may be interested in. We
are pleased to announce that after

completion of first semester exams,

A's and B's were received.

In February, we received our first

snow. It was cold weather, but the

children enjoyed playing in the

snow.

The renovation project is still un-

derway, and ever day you can't help

but notice the progress being made.

Campus Needs* • • ••••••••
Cleaning Supplies

Trash Bags

Twin Size Comforters

Golf Cart Batteries (Call for Details)

Bed in a Bag (twin size)

Cookware (heavy duty)

Bed pillows

Drink Tumbers (1 6 or 20 oz)

Sewing Machines

Storage Bowls

Flatware (8 place settings for each cottage)

Heritage Hall Appliances

Refrigerator, Range, Freezer, Dishwasher,

Microwave Oven (call for details)

Double A Batteries

Wii Games (Rated E)

Sports Posters for boys cottages

Heritage Hall Renovation Project

Have questions? Call the Development Office at (252) 235-2161
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On January 29, 2008, the first of

many doctors I would meet in the

next 24 months called me and said,

"It's cancer, and it's just as bad as

I was afraid it would be." Once my
wife, Suzanne, and I got over the

initial shock, we made it our first pri-

ority to tell our children, ages 15-26

at the time. After that, we sat down
with my mother and told her, then

called Suzanne's family in Georgia to

share the news.

After all this, I turned my attention

to sharing the news with my church

family. Like most all churches, we
have been through a lot over the

years, but we've been able to put

petty jealousies aside and move in

the direction we felt God was lead-

ing. Still, this would be different.

How would they respond? Would

we be able to get through this? How
patient will they be with me when
things get tough? Can we do this?

My questions were answered

almost immediately. I was able to

continue as usual until my thyroid

was removed the first week of

March. Immediately after my surgery,

a couple in the church came to me
and offered to prepare the Sunday
bulletins and occasionally change

the message on the sign in front of

the church. Right before my radia-

tion therapy, three members of the

church came to me and offered

to speak for me on Sundays. One
Sunday per month I taught a great

Sunday School class (that calls

themselves by my last name). The
other teachers of the class began to

teach in my place without my hav-

ing to ask. A wonderful young lady

who leads our praise band took
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BY REV. DONALD COATES

on a new vitality and put together

music for the band and led them to

new heights of musical quality and

spiritual leadership. The leadership

team that works with me to lead The
Young Disciples, our amazing middle

and high school contemporary youth

choir, added my responsibilities to

theirs. What's more, my good friend

that worked with me to begin and

grow the group, "came out of retire-

ment" and began working with the

group again. This ministry is grow-

ing and continues to spread the

message of God's love throughout

eastern North Carolina. (If your path

and mine should cross one day,

ask me to tell you about how these

young people gathered around me
and prayed for me the first Sunday
evening after the cancer was discov-

ered!)

During my radiation treatments,

which rendered me basically out of

circulation the entire month of April,

2008, members of the church came
together to form a team to plan our

church's involvement in Johnston

County's Relay for Life. Plans were

made to set up a site at the Relay

and sell fried bologna sandwiches-

yes, fried bologna sandwiches!

Every sandwich was sold, and the

church raised a good deal of money
for the American Cancer Society.

What was touching about it all was
that the church sold luminaries in

honor and in memory of those who
faced cancer. Footprints for each

luminary were taped on the walls of

our educational area (those in honor

of me were Carolina blue, of course!).

When I told the church about the

cancer, I invited them to "join me on

this journey." A large banner over

the footprints read "On The Journey

With Preacher Donald." In addition,

the church sold bracelets (again,

Carolina blue) with the same mes-
sage. The church family gave us the

proceeds from the bracelet sales to

help with our medical costs.

I could go on and on sharing

examples of how my church fam-

ily has stepped up to support me
and to make sure God's work con-

tinues. Perhaps the most powerful

indication of their love and support

occurred Monday evening, Febru-

ary 8. At the request of our Sunday
night Bible study group (organized

and led by one of our dedicated lay-

men), the entire church family was
called together to pray as one for

my family and myself. It was touch-

ing beyond words to see the mem-
bers form a circle in the sanctuary,

join hands and pray separately and

collectively for Suzanne, Matthew,

Jordan, Ashley, Austin, and myself.

The prayer service was both inspiring

and strengthening.

I share these things with you to:

1) Tell ministers who think they have

to "run the church" that they need

to experience something like this to

learn that our churches can move
forward without us and/or in spite of

us.

2) Tell churches that they need to

experience something like this to

learn that they can do more than

they may think, the preacher is not

always right, and that the preachers

shouldn't have to do it all.

Most importantly, I want to pay

tribute to my church family for who
they are, what they are doing, and

all that they have done and continue

to do for me, my family, and for the

work of the church. The love and

support of my church family at the

Pine Level Free Will Baptist Church in

Pine Level are major reasons why my
family and I have been able to face

the challenge of cancer with strength

and optimism. I thank God for them

all. And as I've said many times

about many things, "The best is yet

to come!"
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It's March and here at the camp

we are busy getting ready for

another busy camp season! I've

been busy, as many of you know
by now, putting packages together

to send to all of our churches,

summer camp, and weekend

retreat directors. I certainly hope

those packages were helpful to

everyone. I know they were to me.

There is much excitement here

about the future of Camp Vandemere.

I'm personally excited because our

camp will soon be capable of providing

more people, young and old alike, an

extremely affordable camp destination

with many onsite activities. I hate to

be repetitious, but I can't say enough

about how God has blessed me and

this camp! Psalm 150:2 says, "Praise

Him for His mighty acts: praise Him for

His excellent greatness." I really don't

think we can praise Him enough. It is

my desire that we praise Him in ALL
things!

Have you ever thought about

praising God for the "bad" things

that happen in our lives? Wow, if we
could ever just get to that point in

our relationship with God, nothing

would hold us back! We wouldn't be

discouraged and defeated half as much
as we have a tendency to be. You know,

Jesus Christ defeated satan on that old

rugged cross that day, some 2,000 years

ago! He died for ALL of our sins, that

we might have everlasting life! What an

awesome fact! We can have this free gift

of salvation if we just accept it. That'

s

something to shout about, don't you

think?

Well, pictured here is something else

to shout about! An earthly blessing that

sort of resembles a regular building:

but you see it's not a regular building!

Ifs a building that has been thought

out, prayed over, and committed to the

Kingdom of God! Yes, there are many
hours of hard work already involved

in the planning of this facility. But the

first thing we did was to pray about it.

The earliest vision for the camp, which

I have mentioned in a previous issue,

was nearly exact to what we are on the

verge of accomplishing here! So I know
we're heading in the right direction,

and that's God's direction! I've never

really liked to boast of numbers, simply

because as far as I am concerned, the

Bible teaches that the number one is

a great number; according to Luke

15:7: "I say unto you, that likewise

joy shall be in heaven over one sinner

that repenteth, more than over ninety

and nine just persons, which need no

repentance." If you don't think the

number "one" is important, just ask that

ONE. But, just for the sake of sharing

numbers with you, here are some

interesting facts:

Approximately 3,000 people visited

our camp last year. There were 72 first

time decisions for Christ! That is 2.4%

of the total number. That is an awesome
number, I think! But just think about

the possibilities when our project is

complete. Standing alone, it will house

about 300. With the existing dorm
rooms, the total number we could

accommodate would be about 400

persons at the time. I'm certain there

will be some who say: "we don't need

that large building," some will say: "ifs

too expensive," and some will say: "I

just don't think it can be done." The

bottom line here is that it is going to be

expensive but God owns it all any way!

ICK PRICE

We do need the facility to house

more people because I turn down
prospective groups every month.

Last year, it was nearly every

week! And, yes, it can be done,

because, with God all things are

possible!

Now, think of these numbers!

We would be capable of handling

somewhere around 9,000 people

here in one year!

We could have somewhere between

200 and 300 to accept Jesus in a one year

time period! According to statistics,

this number would probably be higher

because the higher the number, the

higher the percentage would be. There's

something else to SHOUT about! Like

I have said previously, we are getting

ready to start and yes, we are asking

every church and every individual to

consider helping fund this vision! We
are in the process of putting together

our capitol campaign and will launch

it as soon as possible! But this doesn't

mean that everyone can't plan ahead

and start some kind of fund for the

camp! Some of our churches already

have dinners to raise money for the

camp! One even has a week long

revival with different speakers each

night, in which they take love offerings,

and send them to support the camp!

The number of ways to help support

the camp is endless! We've been

planning this project for nearly two and

Vi years already. It's not a new thought,

by any means! It's time to go forward,

and we need your help! This does mean
giving beyond our normal giving! It

does mean working beyond our normal

work! And it does mean, Pray with out

Ceasing, until it is complete!

I personally want to sincerely thank

everyone who has supported us in

the past by their generous gifts or by

planning their events here at Camp
Vandemere!
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Michael R. Pelt Scholarship Endowment Established

BY DR. W. BURKETTE RAPER
The Michael R. Pelt Scholarship En-

dowment is a significant tribute to a dis-

tinguished biblical scholar, noted author,

and esteemed professor in Christian

higher education. Always a Christian

gentleman, Dr. Pelt has devoted 60 years

of service to Original Free Will Baptists.

From his ordination to the ministry in

1950, his educational pilgrimage has left

clear footprints for those who wish to

prepare for excellence in fulfilling their

calling.

Beginning the Pilgrimage—A Thirst

For Learning

Dr. Pelt was born in 1930 as the eighth

child in a farm family living in Jackson

County, Florida. The home church for

the Pelt family was Marvin Chapel Free

Will Baptist near Marianna. At the age of

12, he attended a Free Will Baptist Youth

Camp in Southwest Georgia, and under

the spiritual impact of that week made
his profession of Christian faith.

His early education was in the public

schools of the community. Following his

graduation from Marianna High School

at the top of his class, Dr. Pelt wanted to

go to college. When he asked his father

for assistance, he replied: "Son, you

have two brothers who went to college

and did it without my help." Those two

brothers were the Reverend Daniel F.

Pelt and the Reverend Chester H. Pelt.

Daniel became a bi-vocational Free will

Baptist minister who, at great sacrifice,

but with a strong commitment, worked

his way through college and became a

prominent Free Will Baptist minister. In

addition to teaching in public schools, he

was a beloved pastor of rural churches,

served as moderator of the Florida As-

sociation of Free Will Baptists and was
recognized as the "Rural Minister of the

Year" by the Progressive Farmer maga-

zine.

The other brother to whom Dr. Pelt's

father referred was the Reverend Ches-

ter H. Pelt who also worked his way
through college and became a noted

Free Will Baptist minister. In his early

ministry, he served churches in North
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Carolina, including Reedy Branch in

Pitt County and Edgemont Church in

Durham. While in the State, he attended

East Carolina Teacher's College (now
East Carolina University) and graduated

from Atlantic Christian College (now

Barton). During World War II, he served

as an Army Chaplain, and after the war
returned to his native state of Florida,

where he continued his education at

Florida State University. For 20 years, he

taught at Chipola Junior College, located

in his home town of Marianna.

With the counsel and encouragement

of these two brothers, Dr. Pelt contin-

ued his educational pilgrimage. He
first enrolled in Chipola, where he took

his first courses in Bible, which were

taught by his brother, Chester. Under the

tutelage of his brothers, Dr. Pelt taught

in Vacation Bible Schools, did pulpit

supply, preached in youth revivals, and

made a one-week visit to Cuba with the

Reverend and Mrs. Thomas Willey, Free

Will Baptist missionaries. Through these

experiences his calling to the ministry

was confirmed, and in 1950 he was
ordained.

It is appropriate that I add a personal

note here. It was my good fortune to

come to know both Daniel and Chester,

to visit in their homes and to preach in

revivals in churches they served. Know-
ing them was a spiritually enriching

experience which greatly impacted my
life, especially a Vacation Bible School

which the Reverend and Mrs. Chester

Pelt conducted at the Free Will Baptist

Orphanage while I was in high school.

It was also my good fortunate to work
with both Daniel and Chester in es-

tablishing scholarship endowments

at Mount Olive College for students

preparing for Christian ministry.

Following his ordination, Dr. Pelt

continued his educational pUgrimage

at Troy State Teachers College (now

Troy University) in Alabama where he

earned his bachelor's degree and also

met his wife, Betty Etheridge. During

his pastorate of a mission church in

Miami during 1952-53, Dr. Pelt became

convinced that as a pastor, he needed a

theological education. In May, 1953, he

and Betty were married and he began
his search for the Divinity School he

thought might best help him prepare for

his future ministry.

Continuing His Educational Pilgrim-

age—In North Carolina

In early September 1953, with less

than $500 in savings and no guarantee of

a job for himself or his wife, Dr. and Mrs.

Pelt arrived in Durham where he en-

rolled in Duke Divinity School. The day
after their arrival, Mrs. Pelt was offered

a secretarial position in the department

of religion at Duke. During the next

three years, in addition to his studies

and the birth of their first two children,

Dr. Pelt served as a commuting pastor

of part-time Free Will Baptist churches

in eastern North Carolina, including La

Grange, the Free Will Baptist Children's

Home, and White Oak Grove.

In July, 1954, Dr. Pelt visited me in

the parsonage of Hull Road Church,

where I was pastor. Earlier in the month,

I had been invited to become president

of Mount Olive College (then Mount
Allen Junior College) but had not yet

finalized my decision. During the visit, I

ask Dr. Pelt that if I went to the College,

would he consider joining the faculty

in the department of religion when the

need arose. In addition to serving as

president, I understood that I would also

teach the Bible courses. Dr. Pelt ex-

pressed his interest in the appointment.

Following my acceptance of the presi-

dency of the College, Hull Road Church

called Dr. Pelt to succeed me as pastor.

During my first three years at the Col-

lege (1954-1957), I taught all the courses

in religion, but by that time the growth

in enrollment and increase in adminis-

trative duties had made it necessary for

a full-time person who could teach the

Bible courses and also serve as campus

minister. Dr. Pelt joined the faculty in the

fall of 1957 and served as chair of the De-

partment of Religion for 37 years—until

1994. In addition to his teaching duties,

he also served as campus minister,



dean, and vice-president

for a number of years.

As if these duties were

not enough, he served as

secretary of the Conven-

tion of Free Will Baptists

for five years,1957-1962,

and frequently represented

the College in various

churches and at many
denominational events. In

Dr. Pelt's words, "These

were challenging years for

the College as it took the

necessary steps to become

accredited by the North

Carolina College Confer-

ence in 1958 and the South-

ern Association of Colleges

and Schools in 1960."

These experiences lead

Dr. Pelt to seek the focus

of his ministry in higher

education in the classroom

rather than administration.

In 1963, he was granted an

academic leave for post-

graduate study, and chose

to return to Duke Univer-

sity where he earned his

Ph.D. degree.

A second academic leave was granted

in 1973 when Dr. Pelt received a fellow-

ship from the National Endowment
for tine Humanities in Washington, DC,

which'provided for a year of study at

Cambridge University in England and

opportunities to travel in Europe and the

Middle East.

Upon his return to Mount Olive, Dr.

Pelt provided leadership for the de-

velopment of the College to become a

four-year institution. When 1984 was
announced as the date to begin the se-

nior college curriculum, the Department

of Religion was the first department

ready to offer a major.

In the beginning of the College I had

designed and taught a course on "The

Free Will Baptist Church: Its History,

Faith, and Polity." But by the mid-seven-

ties, the overwhelming task of procuring

financial resources for the continued de-

velopment of the College required that

I make the painful decision to give up
my teaching this course. Dr. Pelt agreed

to add the course to his teaching load,

and continued teaching it for the next

Dr. Michael R. Pelt (seated), author ofA History of Original Free Will

Baptists, reviews with Gary Teuton Barefoot, curator of the Free Will Baptist

Historical Collection at Mount Olive College, publication and information

on the faith and heritage of the church. Dating back to their first church in

1727, Free Will Baptists are the third oldest organized denomination in North

Carolina. Only the Anglican Church (now Episcopal) and the Society of

Friends (known as Quakers) had organized churches in the State prior to Free

Will Baptists.

20 years—until his retirement in 1997.

During these years he did extensive

study and research which culminated

in the publication of A History ofOriginal

Free Will Baptists, which is now used as

the textbook for the course. This book

is still the most scholarly and authentic

account in print of the origin and history

of Original Free Will Baptists.

Dr. Pelfs Unending Pilgrimage in

Christian Higher Education

In 2004, tine Ministerial Association

of Original Free Will Baptists approved

a resolution requesting the "Execu-

tive Committee of tine Convention and

the Board of Trustees of Mount Olive

College to jointly appoint a task force

to appraise the need and to recom-

mend programs of study mat will

more adequately prepare pastors and

others called to Christian vocations to

fulfill their calling." The resolution also

included the request that "The task force

investigate the feasibility of a coopera-

tive arrangement between Mount Olive

College and one or more seminaries (or

Divinity Schools) for post-baccalaureate

study leading to a master's degree."

Dr. Pelt was one of 25

members appointed to the

Task Force, and was later

named Chair of the Com-
mittee for post-baccalaureate

study. It was the work of

this committee that led to

the partnership between

Campbell University Divin-

ity School and Mount Olive

College. To assist ministers

who wanted the benefits of a

divinity school education, Dr.

Pelt in 2005 made the first gift

in the history of Original Free

Will Baptists to exclusively

provide scholarsliips for

those enrolled in a program

of study leading to a Master

of Divinity degree. His gift

was to the North Carolina

Foundation arid was used to

provide scholarships in the

fall semester of 2006 for those

enrolled in the partnership

with Campbell and other

graduate schools accredited

by the Association of Theo-

logical Schools.

In appreciation for his

leadership and generosity to help those

called to Christian ministry prepare

for excellence in fulfilling their calling,

former students and friends of Dr. Pelt

inaugurated in 2006 The Michael R.

Pelt Endowed Scholarship Fund for

the Theological Education of Ministers.

With continued gifts, including contri-

butions by Dr. Pelt, gifts to the Endow-

ment through December 31, 2009, total

$23,797. For the 2009-2010 academic

year, the Pelt Endowment provided

$1,034 in scholarships.

But Dr. Pelt's leadership in encourag-

ing Original Free Will Baptist ministers

to prepare themselves for the kind and

quality of services our churches need

and deserve has not ended. At its annual

session in 2008, the Convention added to

its constitution and bylaws a provision

for the "Comrnision on Education For

Christian Ministry." Dr. Pelt was elected

as chair of the seven-member commis-

sion which has the responsibility:

"1. To provide a medium for volun-

tary coordination of services by agencies

(Continued on page 29...)
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and a
Significance in Christ as a Young Adult

with Wyatt Harvey

For a time now,

I have been studying and

sharing the significance of Jesus Christ

in young adults. What I see in the

young Christians today makes me joy-

ous and thankful, and it gives me hope

for the future. We see a lot of bad

things in the press and media about

the youth of today, but God is always in

Control. He has His own young people

He is raising up to be the next leaders,

pastors, minstrels, evangelists, elders,

and the lists go on. We need to be

grateful, and in turn be supportive, of

the next David, or Elijah, or James, or

Solomon. We never know who we are

mentoring in our youth.

I can imagine being around the

approximately twenty-year-old King

of Israel, Solomon. I am certain there

were those of age and leadership who
questioned his ability, even if they would

never have said so. Even Solomon

himself asked in a dream for wisdom,

with his age on his mind as a concern.

First Kings 3:7-9 shows us that

vision. "And now, O Lord my God, thou

hast made thy servant king instead of

David my father: and I am but a little

child: I know not how to go out or

come in. And thy servant is in the midst

of thy people which thou hast chosen,

a great people, that cannot be num-

bered nor counted for multitude. Give

therefore thy servant an understanding

heart to judge thy people, that I may
discern between good and bad: for

who is able to judge this thy so great a

people?"

Because of his unselfish request,

God gave him his plea, and added to

him riches and honor and good stand-

ing beyond those of any king in his

lifetime. King Solomon, in his youth, set

the example for all who would be wise;

he leaned not to his own understand-

ing, but to the wisdom of God. That

began his reputation for wisdom and

thinking, rightfully so, for there is a lot of

wisdom in realizing we need even more

wisdom, and finding it in God. Wise

people have always sought God first.

Three Wise Men sought Jesus Christ at

the time of His Birth. The wise still seek

Him today.

There is a lot of work in the Body

of Christ being done today through

the youth and the young adults that

reaches souls in ways that God has

ordained. Some people can understand

it and some have a hard time with it,

and some are just closed to new things.

I have to think of the verse in Isaiah

43:19, "Behold, I will do a new thing;

now it shall spring forth; shall ye not

know it? I will even make a way in the

wilderness, and rivers in the desert."

There are other places, like in 1 Samuel,

when God harkens us to receive what

he does in newness. Thank God there

are those who will enable, not hinder

the youth who want to serve God, even

if it is in a new thing.

I have a dear friend who is eighteen-

years-old this year. If his father had not

been so wise as to seek what God
would have for young Luke Dabbs as

opposed to what he would have for him

personally, would Luke have achieved

what he has for our Lord Jesus? You

see, I had no idea where Luke was

going when I met him at thirteen-years-

old at Cragmont. His dad, Ken Dabbs,

probably did not either. But, he was

wise enough to follow God wherever He

led, and taught Luke to do the same,

and then trusted Luke to do the same.

Luke developed a keen interest in

music, and playing the guitar and sing-

ing, around the age of 1 2 years. His

desire and interest would soon blossom

to passion, and Ken watched his boy

grow to a young man with God-given

talents he admired. He was especially

proud as the young man used not only

his talents, but his desires, also, to serve

our Lord Jesus.

Luke is now making himself known
in the music world as a contemporary

Christian artist, and he shares God with

music that does not please all people,

but it does please God. His lyrics are

based from inspirations in the Bible

and from verses themselves. He sees

others drawn into secular arenas, but

is very strict on himself about that. "I

don't criticize others for playing other

[secular] stuff, but it's not my calling.

My calling is this— Glorifying God. Just

playing the guitar is cool and all, but if it

isn't Glorifying Him, I'm not fulfilling my
purpose." His ideals and the sum of his

music is found in his favorite song and

its Scripture inspiration, 'It's All Good,"

taken from James 1:17. "Every good

and perfect gift is from Above, coming

down from the Father of the heavenly

lights, Who does not change like shifting

shadows."

And, it is all good serving God, Luke

tells me these days.

"I'm available on /Tunes, Napster,

and other downloadable music sites.

My CD's can be ordered from WalMart.

com, Amazon.com, Rhapsody.com,

and CDBaby.com. But, what I love is

ministry. In person. I love to be asked

to come to a Church and minister with

what I have been Given—my talent and

my love of music. I just want to glorify

God."

Amen, Luke Dabbs. And, to all the

Lukes out there, we thank you for your

service.

Anyone interested can contact Luke

Dabbs at <mxpeppydog@aol.com>, or

find him on <Myspace.com>, <Face-

book.com>, and on <Twitter.com>.

20



WOMAN'S AUXILIARY

Youth Materials Recommended by the Woman's Auxiliary Literature Committee

These materials may be used with the youth of our churches, ages 2-20. As youth leaders, we know our unique

students and will make the materials we choose work for them. Our youth leaders are challenged today to choose

the best for their students and share the materials with love and devoted attitudes. Have fun and enjoy working

with them—and have a wonderful year with our leaders of tomorrow.

Standard Publishing

Small Group Guides
~ Let's Get Started! How to Begin your Small Group Ministry

~ Now That's a Good Question! How to Lead Quality Bible Discussions

~ Why Didn't You Warn Me? How to Deal With Challenging Group Members
~ I'm a Leader...Now Wliat? How to Guide an Effective Small Group

Happy Day Book Series (story books, coloring books, and stickers)

~ Level 1 is for pre-readers.

~ Level 2 is for beginning readers.

~ Level 3 is for independent readers.

Object Talk Books (Lessons from Old Testament, New Testament, special days, sports, animals, toys, etc.)

Superstart! A Preteen Curriculum (teacher's guide, student book, and teacher's DVD available)

Billy Graham Evangelistic Association

~ Dare to be like Daniel: How to Win Souls for God

Gospel Light Publications

~ God's Word for Every Kid's World (curriculum is divided into 2 & 3 year olds, 4 & 5 year olds, grades 1 & 2,

grades 3& 4, grades 5 & 6).

~ Movers and Shakers (curriculum, divided as above)

~ Prime Time (curriculum, divided as above)

~ Uncommon: Be Extraordinary (a decidedly different program for youth)

~ First Place 4 Health: The Most Complete Christ-Centered Health & Wellness Program

Randall House Publications

~ Youth Ministry Kit for Student and Children's Ministry (contains annual calendar and supply of Bible studies

for one year).

~ The Clear Curriculum-Family D6 Life (small group and S.S. curriculum for the entire family—magazine will

come with it).

Orders for any of these materials can be placed through:

Free Will Baptist Press Foundation, Inc.

by calling toll free (800) 849-3927

or through one of its Bible Bookstores at these locations:

Ayden Bible Bookstore

3928 Lee Street

Ayden, NC 28513

(252) 746-6128 • (800) 849-3927

New Bern Bible Bookstore

1232 South Glenburnie Road
New Bern, NC 28562

(252) 638-6193 • (800) 875-8048

Kinston Bible Bookstore

123 North Queen Street

Kinston, NC 28501

(252) 527-2843 • (800) 875-8049



Eastern District Officers for 201 0-201

1

President

Vice President

Recording

Secretary

Field Secretary

Treasurer

Program-Prayer

Chairwoman

Missions

Chairwoman

Wanda Costner

103 Thunder Lane

Holly Ridge, NC 28445

910-327-1071 or cell 910-330-3142

wanda.cosrner@onslow.kl2.nc.us

Judith Kennedy

933 N. NC Hwy. 41

Pink Hill, NC 28572

910-298-4311

teacher3@embarqmail.com

Vickie Wade
1104 Massey Drive

Kinston, NC 28504

252-522-5733 or cell 252-268-1123

vickiewade@embarqmail.com

Eleanor Baker

292 Dahlia Street

Kinston, NC 28504

252-527-4810

Jo Ann Parrish

404 Creek Drive

Hampstead, NC 28443

910-328-0434

gilbertparrish@msn.com

Audrey Quinn
2356 Wintergreen Road
Cove City, NC 28523

252-638-6406 or cell 252-229-9629

Linda Jenkins

3704 Mark N. Smith Road

Deep Run, NC 28525

252-568-3981

rumpet2004@embarqmail.com

Youth Co-Chairwoman Gracie Jones

264 Kirby Thigpen Road
Pink Hill, NC 28572

910-298-3061

nonakent@hotmail.com

Youth Co-Chairwoman Cynthia Summerlin

4431 Indian Springs Road
Seven Springs, NC 28578

919-778-4744 or 919-738-2085

cks0151@hotmail.com

Youth Co-Chairwoman AngieToler

1371 Streets Ferry Road
Vanceboro, NC 28586

252-244-1850 or 252-671-1548

angie.toler@bshg.com

Lois Wetherington

3465 Dover-Fort Barnwell Road

Dover, NC 28526

252-523-2490

Camp Vandemere
Representative

Benevolence

Chairwoman

Study Course

Chairwoman

Amy Scott

655 Piney Neck Road
Vanceboro, NC 28586

252-244-2245

Linda McCoy
1280 Hugo Road

Kinston, NC 28501

252-521-2764

Woman's Auxiliary Convention of Original Free Will Baptists
The State Woman's Auxiliary will meet May 1 3, 2010 at King's Crossroads Church in the Central Conference. The reg-

istration fee is $25 and should be sent by April 25 to the state treasurer. Registration will begin at 8:1 5 a.m. In order

for your local auxiliary to be registered, you must send your money to: Mrs. Nadine Crocker, 568 House Rd., Kenly,

NC 27542, (919) 284-3341 . Even if you cannot attend, please send your registration, anyway, as the Convention

needs your support. We hope, however, to see you there. Thank you.

Per Capita Dues
Now is the time for you to collect your per capita dues, if you have not already done so. These dues should be

collected during the first months of the year in time to be sent to your District Treasurer before, or in time for, your

District Convention. The dues are $1 per member per year.

Send these dues to your District Treasurer; she will keep 504 and send 50<t to your State Treasurer. It is necessary

that you cooperate in this as these dues provide a part of the funds for the operational expenses of your Convention.

Thank you for your past support. We know that we can continue to count on you.

Yours in Christ,

Nadine Crocker, State Treasurer
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J • \ J with Celia Hales

My husband Paul and I live in retire-

ment in Oxford, Mississippi. Life has

slowed down for us after 19 years in

a very busy two-career life in Minne-

sota. Slowing down has brought many
advantages, for which I am grateful

everyday. Listening more keenly is

one of the advantages for me.

Frequently I awaken just before

sunrise when the birds and the crickets

are chorusing outside our bedroom

window. This is a blessed way to

wake up. It encompasses one of my
quiet times during the day, one of my
times with God. I wake up slowly and

peacefully, another boon of retirement.

Gone are the days of a piercing scream

from our alarm clock. It is easy to turn

to prayer in quiet now, and I feel so

grateful for our new life in Oxford that

I easily offer thanks for everything that

I know now.

Oxford has a warm climate, and

it is possible to sit outside comfort-

ably more than half the year. I read

and write on our patio to the sounds

of more birds as construction trucks

lumber past. There is an area of new
home building not far away. This

elicits gratitude, as we have just been

through a time of recession and little

new housing has been underway.

Slowing Down
I wave at the many neighbors who

walk or ride past our home, the wave a

tradition of the Deep South. Next door,

if it is summertime, our neighbors'

grandchildren make happy, splashing

sounds in a backyard swimming pool.

Every now and then, if I am lucky,

I will see a few deer in our side yard,

where the trees are, grazing on the lush

ground cover. If I, too, am quiet, they

may stay. This time I hear nothing

as the does and fawns silently move
about.

Listening is a habit that I virtually

ignored for 19 years in Minnesota. I

do believe that Paul and I could have

made some better choices during our

work life, more time to slow down,

for we were entirely too busy. Given

the opportunity now to listen and be

grateful, it behooves me to do just that.

I now know God's world in peace, and

this is a monumental blessing.

As I look back to my work life, I

wonder what my husband and I could

have done differently to lead a more

tranquil life. Going to work was not an

option; we had a mortgage to pay.

I recall my school days at Florida

State, the time when I was in library

school after completing part of my
library education at East Carolina

University. I was very busy, but I got a

25-minute walk in twice a day, going to

and from my dormitory and the library

school. As I look back, I think that one

of my secrets for a saner pace of living

was that walk. It was a timeout, a time

to gear up for the day or to wind down
from the day. I was quite healthy,

partially because of the mild climate

and lots of sunshine, but also because

of that exercise.

Another secret of my library school

days at Florida State was that I said

to myself, repeatedly, "There is time

for all that is needful." I don't know
why these words occurred to me,

but indeed occur they did. And the

reassurance that they gave to me was

considerable.

Could Paul and I have learned

something from that period of time

that I spent in Florida? We will never

know, because our life has finally

slowed now, and all is well. I hope that

those of you still in careers can learn to

slow down before Paul and I did. Life

that is too quickly lived is not savored

enough, and now that I have slowed

down, I realize this abundantly.

God would not have us always to

rush about. Take time for Him as well.

CHURCH & MINISTRY
POSITIONS AVAILABLE

SEEKING CHURCH POSITION:

The Rev. Harold Swinson is available for full-time pastorate. Write to: P.O. Box 397, Kenly, NC 27542,

<jhsres@embarqmail.com> or call: 919.284.4083 (home) and 252.299.1051 (cell).

SEEKING MUSIC MINISTER:

Little Rock Church is seeking a part-time Music Minister.

Contact: Tom White, Chairman Personnel Committee at (91 9) 91 5-6645 or e-mail <djtaw@yahoo.com>.

Sandra Askew at (252) 239-1 344 or e-mail <sandra6@embarqmail.com>.
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Recommendation for a Program of Continuing

Education for Ministers
BY DR. MICHAEL PELT

The Commission on Education for

Christian Ministry has approved a plan

for continuing education for ministers

and will recommend this program

for adoption by the ordaining boards

of the various conferences affiliated

with the Convention. After studying

this matter of what kinds of learning

experiences will best serve the needs

of servant leaders in the churches

and what other organizations require

of their members for retooling their

knowledge and skills on a regular

basis, the Commission has decided

to approve, with some revisions,

the Continuing Education Program

adopted by the Central Conference as

early as 2004.

Although we are informed that the

program in the Central Conference

has not been successfully imple-

mented by the conference, in part

because there was no requirement

that ministers must comply with it, we
believe it is up to the ordaining boards

to authorize such a program and to

give it their full support. Unless there

is some authority in place to maintain

a minimum level of participation, no

such program is likely to succeed.

The same would be true if ministe-

rial candidates were not expected to

meet specific requirements for ordina-

tion.

It is unfortunate that the minimal

requirements for ordination imposed

by the various conferences are con-

sidered by many of our ministers to

be sufficient education for a lifetime

of pastoral ministry. This is evident

by the fact that none of our confer-

ences presently require more than

two years of college for ordination,

which was expected by the Central

Conference when I was received as

a member in 1953. And some of our

conferences don't begin to approach

that level of educational achievement.

It seems that more is needed to spur

those who want to serve as leaders of

God's people, and want to reach out
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to those who are not being touched

by the witness of the churches today,

to grasp the opportunities available to

equip themselves for more effective

service.

Therefore, in response to a request

made of us at a meeting of Conven-

tion officers and members of the

various ordaining boards at a meet-

ing held last June at Johnston Union

Original Free Will Baptist Church, we
offer this program of Continuing Edu-

cation to encourage our ministers with

the practice of lifelong learning.

Under this program Continu-

ing Education Credits (CEUs) will

be awarded to those persons who
have engaged in any of three differ-

ent types of educational experience

during each year. These are: (1

)

Reading a book or books from a list

recommended by fellow ministers, (2)

Participation in seminars, workshops

or lecture series, or (3) Taking a col-

lege or seminary course designed for

ministerial preparation. Full details of

the program will be made available to

the conference ordaining boards by

mail and to ministers, either through

the Convention Headquarters by way
of the Internet or in a future issue

of The Free Will Baptist. In addition,

the Commission on Education for

Christian Ministry will conduct three

workshop sessions on Wednesday
afternoon during the Convention,

which meets in May, in order to better

inform ministers and others about this

program as well as the value of other

educational opportunities available to

equip them for the work of ministry.

We also wish to make these same
opportunities for continuing education

available to laypersons in the church-

es and encourage them to grow in

their faith and knowledge so as to be

able to serve Christ in whatever way
they feel called to serve his people.

As an indication of the many op-

portunities available to earn one or

more CEUs during the current year,

we would like to direct the atten-

tion of our ministers, and laypersons,

to some seminars, workshops and

lecture series that will be coming up in

the very near future. These are:

Special Lectures, sponsored by

the Mt. Olive Area Ministerial Associa-

tion and Mount Olive College at the

College on March 8-9. Speaker: Dr.

Jason Byassee, Executive Director of

Leadership Education at Duke Divin-

ity School. Topic: "Christian Leader-

ship & Discipleship in a Global, Digital

Church." Inquiries about this program

may be directed to me at <mpelt3@

nc.rr.com> or to Dr. Greg Day at

<gday@moc.edu>.

Thirtieth Annual E. J. Purcell, Jr.,

Bible Conference and Thedford G.

and Woodrow W. Sprinkle Lectures,

Hardy Hall, Barton College, Wilson,

NC on March 7-9. Call Barton College

at 1 -800-345-4973 and request more

information about these lectures.

Vivian B. Harrison Lecture at Rod-

gers Chapel, Mount Olive College-

March 16, beginning at 9:30 a.m.

Speaker: Dr. Andrew H. Wakefield,

Faculty Member in Greek and New
Testament at Campbell University

Divinity School. An announcement of

this event is in this issue of The Free

Will Baptist.

Pastor/Deacon Retreat at Crag-

mont Assembly on March 25-27.

Speaker: Rev. H. Mac Wallace, D.

Min., LMFT, who teaches Pastoral

Care at Campbell University Divinity

School.

Also in March, the Staley Lectures

at Campbell Divinity School. Speaker:

Dr. Cleo LaRue, Professor of Homilet-

ics, Princeton Theological Seminary.

For more information about these

lectures, contact Amanda Matthews

at <matthewsa@campbell.edu> or call

1-800-334-4111, ext. 1830.

Members of the Commission on

Education for Christian Ministry: Dr.

Michael Pelt, Chair, Dr. Deborah King,

Rev. Michael Bryan, Rev. Joshua Whit-

field, Rev. Rudy Owens, Mrs. Pam
Braxton, Dr. Tommy Benson.



PEOPLE & EVENTS

Stokes Receive Recognition for Years of Perfect Attendance
SUBMITTED ARTICLE
Jamie and Mamie Stokes, long

time members of First Church

of Greenville, NC, were recently

recognized for their decades of

faithfulness in Sunday School. Jamie

received a Sunday School pin com-

memorating a milestone of 38 years

of perfect attendance; and Mamie re-

ceived a pin acknowledging 32 years

of perfect attendance. Even though

Jamie had broken his ankle the week
prior to receiving the commemora-
tive pin, he did not allow this to

deter him from attending Sunday
School and Morning Worship, keep-

ing the record intact. The couple's at-

tendance under such circumstances

is a testimony to their Christian loy-

alty. The First Church family would
like to express appreciation for Jamie

and Mamie's example of Christian

commitment to their local congrega-

tion and to the entire denomination.

Jamie and Mamie Stokes

Celebrating 30 Years of Preaching at Christ Church
BY PEBBLES JOYCE
The Rev. David Atkins and his

wife, Janice, recently celebrated

30 years of preaching at Christ

Church. A lunch and a special 30

year cake was served. The Rev.

Atkins was presented with a plaque

honoring 30 years of preaching at

Christ Church for the Lord.

The Rev. Atkins is going to have

our church join the Good Samaritan

Ministries. The Good Samaritan

Ministry is several local churches

combined in providing food and
clothes for our locals that are needy.

The Rev. Atkins asked the Good
News Puppet Troupe of Tyro

UMC in Lexington to present their

puppet show at Christ Church.

They have been presenting puppet
shows for children and youth for 16

years. Their commitment is to share

the Good News of Jesus Christ.
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Perfect Attendance Awards
SUBMITTED ARTICLE
On January 3, 2010, Smith's New

Home OFWB Church in Deep Run,

awarded three members perfect atten-

dance awards. Mrs. Betty Heath was
awarded for 26 years of perfect atten-

dance. Ms. Mary Margaret Tyndall and

Mr. Jackie Drew were each awarded

one year perfect attendance awards.

The Church is very proud of their

dedication to our Sunday School and

Worship Hour.

Three ladies of the Wilson First

Church Woman's Auxiliary were rec-

ognized for "perfect attendance." They

attended all 12 Woman's Auxiliary

meetings in 2009. Edna Cook, Jackie

McKeel, and Lois Dunn were honored

at the January 2010 Woman's Auxiliary

at Wilson First Church for many years.

Jackie McKeel is a "Lifetime Award"
recipient. Edna Cook has also been

recognized for "perfect attendence" in

2007 and 2008.

The Woman's Auxiliary is stronger

because of these dedicated, Christian

ladies who do not mind "stepping up
to the plate" when called upon. They

have shown their dedication by attend-

ing all 12 meetings and are certainly

an asset to our women's ministry. For

their efforts, the Woman's Auxiliary

presented a token of appreciation to

each of these three ladies.

"Honorable Mention" for attending

11 of 12 meetings for 2009 goes to Edna
Baker, Carol Carlton, Fannie Lee Dick-

erson, Daphne Dixon, Becky Latham,

Janie Nichols, and Margie Williams.

Thank you ladies for all you do for

the Wilson First Church Woman's
Auxiliary. Hats off to you!

Ms. Mary Margaret Tyndall Mrs. Betty Heath

A Great Homecoming Celebration
BY WANDA COSTNER
Folkstone Free Will Baptist Church

celebrated its 100 years of church

services on October 11, 2009. Morn-

ing services began with the Folkstone

Choir singing "Soon and Very Soon"

and "The Old Country Church" with

accompanying pianist, Jo Ann Par-

rish. Our pastor welcomed our visitors

along with Evangelist David Charles

Hansley and the Rev. Tommy Yopp.

The children's choir rendered "Oh
How I Love Jesus" and "Jesus Loves

Me.' Our Young adult's choir sang "A
Rose Among The Thorns." Evangelist

Hansley presented to the church the

Excellence in Ministry Plaque in rec-

ognition of 100 Years of Service to God
and this Community from the Conven-

tion of Original Free Will Baptists. The

award was accepted by the Rev. Ron-

nie Parker and Head Deacon Harold

Hardison.

A special presentation was also

given to Helen S. Parker for her

dedicated services as church clerk

from 1980-2009. The Rev. Yopp from

Sneads Ferry Free Will Baptist Church

was our guest speaker and rendered a

heart warming message. Dinner was

served in the new Family Center with

a Memorial Service that followed. The

Folkstone Choir sang "Sweet, Sweet

Spirit." After a short devotion and

prayer, the Rev. Parker read the names

of loved ones that have past away in

the last year. Special singing was then

rendered by Evangelist Hansley, Gail

Bostic, Louise Parker, Darrell Pope,

Andrea Sidberry and our own Blessed

Assurance Singers, Roselyn Parker,

Keith Jenkins, and Mike Taylor. Our
service ended with an altar call with

many giving thanks to God for his

blessings for the past 100 years and for

prayer request for family and friends.

The Rev. David Smith pastor of Sandy

Plains Church was guest speaker for

our revival that began on Monday
night through Friday night.



Blended Fellowship Mission
BY DOUG SEYMOUR
From my heart...

Approximately 10 years ago, my
wife and I were introduced to the

Deaf Community. We soon learned

that this was a culture group of

people, many of whom, through no

fault of their own, have a limited

understanding of spiritual con-

cepts.

In an effort to help, we started a

Bible study in our home. Later, we
were organized as Blended Fellow-

ship OFWB Mission with the vision

of providing the opportunity for

worship and spiritual growth to

the Deaf and their hearing family

members, thus the name "Blend-

ed." We decided that the best way
to "show" them His love was to

demonstrate ours through tangible

expressions such as helping with

correspondence, food, clothing,

transportation, and being their

advocate in hundreds of ways. We
also found that through creative

visual programs, we could get the

message of the gospel across much
more effectively. To our delight, we
learned that when that type of help

is given and such presentations

are made available, even Deaf who
would never attend church will

come.

During the process of that vi-

sion becoming a reality, we became
aware that this significant need for

evangelism and spiritual training

among the Deaf would reach be-

yond the scope of our local congre-

gation.

A better understanding of this

great spiritual need and our desire

to meet that need have brought us

now to the point of re-evaluating

our status as a mission and seeking

the Lord for guidance as to where
we should go from here. We sin-

cerely appreciate your prayers as

we seek His will.

God bless you and we appreciate

your continuing support.

Once again, during all the recent

rain/ snow/ ice we are so grateful

for our new roof, made possible by

the help of many of you.

Please continue to pray for the

Deaf. They need Jesus!

Albemarle District Woman's Auxiliary Presents

Spring SpiritualRetreat

A morning filled with music, more music, and even more music!

A morning full of praise & fellowship to worship our Lord

Trinity Free Will Baptist Church

April 10, 2010

Registration beginning at 9:20

Opening of retreat at 9:30

Guest Speaker: Diane Riley

Lunch to follow

Please join us for a spirit-filled day!

!
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Mount Olive College

Retirement Homes

The Original Free Will Baptist Headquarters serves over 240 churches in North and South Carolina and Southwest

Georgia. In addition to the Children's Home, other Ministries include:

Home and Foreign Missions Cragmont Conference Center

Free Will Baptist Press Sunday School Ministry

Minister's Program Church Finance Association

This Tournament is limited to the first 25 teams with paid entry fees.

No team is guaranteed a spot until all team members have paid.

Your Entry Fee of $60 per player/$240 per team includes:

Green Fee and Cart One Free Prize Ticket

Goody Bag Opportunity for Prizes

Please pay in advance to assure your team's spot.

Call 252.746.4963 for more information or visit:

www.ofwb.org i

One Mulligan

Fun & Fellowship

RIGINAL FREE WILL BAPTIST

Team Captain: TEAM CLASSIFICATION (CHECK ONE)

Captain's Mailing Address: Junior (3 Members under 50 years old)

Senior (3 Members over 50 years old)

Captain's E-Mail Address: Super Senior (3 members 65 or older)

Captain's Phone No.: Player Packages @ $60 each

Player 2

Player 3

Player 4

(see package description on reverse side)

Contribution to the Children's Home
(Optional but Appreciated)

Total payment enclosed:.

Make checks payable to: OFWB Golf Fellowship

Mail entire form to: OFWB GOLF FELLOWSHIP, P.O. Box 39, Ayden, NC 28513



Display/Advertising Rates
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These rates are for first-time runs. Additional consecutive
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These advertising rates are for, and advertising is permitted by,
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falls on
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missed an issue, experienced any billing problems, or

you want to renew or cancel a subscription. You may
contact us by e-mail at: <editor@fwbpress.com> or

by phone at (252) 746-6128 or (800) 849-3927.

Thank You
Our heartfelt thanks for the love and concern of all who showed their love and sympathy in the death of our beloved

Marie G. Glenn—visits, cards, flowers, food, etc. Most of all, we appreciate the prayers made on our behalf during

this extremely sorrowful time. May God bless all of you for the many ways you showed that you cared.

Sincerely in Christ,

The Reverend Earl H. Glenn & Family

(PELT continuedfrom
page 19...)

within the Convention which address

the equipping of those called to Chris-

tian ministry.

"2. To provide a resource of informa-

tion, publications, literature, and other

media, along with appropriate consul-

tation relative to educational options,

for those called to Christian ministry,

including pastoral services, youth minis-

try, services to the elderly, church music,

counseling, Christian education, and

other Christian vocations; and
"3. To provide appropriate confer-

ences, workshops, and other learning

opportunities which will foster excel-

lence in Christian rninistry."

The work of this Commission has

great significance for the future of

Original Free Will Baptists. Overtime,

whatever happens to the rninistry will

eventually happen to the church, and

for this reason our churches deserve

the kind of ministry that will enable

Original Free Will Baptists to fulfill the

mission to which God has called us. To

provide the leadership for this task, we
are fortunate to have the wisdom and

experience of Dr. Pelt. One of his chief

assets is his knowledge of the Bible

which enables him to rightly interpret

"the word of truth" (2 Timothy 2:15).

Dr. Pelfs Educational Pilgrimage In

His Own Words
"When I think about these past years

ofmy life, I am filled with gratitude

for the opportunities I've had to serve

the Lord through serving people in the

churches and in higher education. I

am convinced that doors of opportu-

nity were opened for me to prepare for

Christian rninistry that may not have

seemed so important at the time, but

had I not grasped those opportuni-

ties when they were presented, my life

would have been bereft of so many
blessings that I could not begin to count

them. My experiences in higher educa-

tion have taught me that one should

regard every opportunity to prepare for

rninistry as a gift from God that will en-

able us to serve more effectively in any

field of service to which we are called."
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Footprints for the future.

For more information on the Pelt Endowment and the North Carolina Foundation For Christian Ministries, please see page 18.
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if This Month's Features.

• Children's Home Ministry

• Second Mile Giving

• The Bible: Our Infallible Guide

AMD MORE!

CHILDREN'S HOME MONTH



This is a calendar of major denominational events. Also included are some regular holidays and special days/seasons of the Christian year.

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

25 26 27 28 29 30 /

2

Change for Children

Kickoff

3 4 5 b 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

Children's Home
Founders Day

23

Pentecost

24 25 26 27 28 29

30 31 coming soon:
May 2, 201 0— Change for Children Campaign Kickoff

May 22, 2010—Children's Home Founders Day, Celebrating 90 years

June 9-12, 2010—Dayspring Retreat at Cragmont

July 1 1 , 2010—Children's Home Homecoming
August 1-6, 2010—Cornerstone Retreat at Cragmont

September 1 0-1 2, 201 0—Emmanuel Retreat at Cragmont
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REFLECTIONS
with C. H. Overman

Quite often when visiting my older sister, Athelene

Pittman, in Wayne County at the crossroads where I was
born, we reminisce about the past. Occassionally, she

pulls out the old pictures of bygone years, and some-

times old clippings from various publications. Such was
the case a few weeks ago when she showed us a copy of

an article pertaining to our grandfather, the Reverend J.

S. Overman. The article was printed in The Fremont Neivs

on November 12, 1937, entitled, "Unusual Occupation,"

as follows:

"An unusual character at an unusual occupation was
discovered in Wayne County this past week.

"J. S. Overman, 62-year-old blacksmith and wood
worker of Wattles Cross Road has made bread trays for

nearly thirty years. 'Not as a living,' as Mr. Overman
says, 'there isn't much money in the making of bread

trays, but is a major part of my daily work.'

"Mr Overman goes down by the 'creek' ever so often

and cuts a slice from a blackgum tree. He uses wooden
wedges in the cutting and does not kill the tree.

"The next process is the manufacture of the tray is to

scoop and shape the wood with a 'howling' knife. Then

the wood is smoothed down with sandpaper until the

tray is finished.

"One tray per day is Mr. Overman's average and he

Reflections From Yesteryear
receives from 75 cents to $2 for each tray, depending on
the size. There were approximately 25 near the finishing

process in his workshop.

'"Some people come here to buy them and some I

carry to different towns to sell,' said

Mr. Overman in explaining his market for the trays, 'and

I don't know of anyone else making bread trays. I don't

have any competition around here anyway'"

We grandchildren who lived at the crossroads re-

member his craftsmanship in making these trays, which

we called "biscuit" trays. The shaping of the inside of

the trays was often done at night in his sitting room. He
would spread some paper on the floor and let the chips

fly.

A few of these trays are still around, a reminder of

simpler and quieter times. Most people referred to him as

"Mr. Jap" (short for Jasper). His shop was referred to as

a blacksmith shop, and the main part of that shop is still

standing.

He passed away on November 28, 1950, at the age of

74. He was ordained into the gospel ministry on October

18, 1929, by the Western Conference and was a member
of Union Grove FWB Church, the church in which our

family began their Christian journey. We remember him
well and cherish his legacy and memory.
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History of the Children's Home
SUBMITTED ARTICLE

The History of the Free Will

Baptist Children's Home is a

testament to the reality of God's

love and wondrous abilities,

as well as a testament to the

miracles that evolved from faith,

dedication, determination, and

hard work. Through the guid-

ance of the Holy Spirit, during

the first part of this century,

Original Free Will Baptists were

led to see the need to establish a

home for orphans.

The various Original Free Will

Baptist conferences and associa-

tions, which embraced the entire

state, were joined together in the

formation of the North Carolina

State Convention of Original Free

Will Baptists in the year 1913.

The formation of a home for chil-

dren became the first statewide

project of the newly formed Con-

vention in 1914, at the second

annual session of the Conven-

tion, held at Saint Mary's Free

Will Baptist Church in New Bern,

North Carolina. The following

resolution was discussed and ad-

opted: (Reprinted from page 6 of

the minutes of the second annual

session of the State Convention

of the Free Will Baptist of North

Carolina, September 16, 17, 18,

1914).

"We, the Convention, recom-

mend that we at once take steps

to locate and build an orphan-

age for the Free Will Baptists of

North Carolina."

"We further recommend to

our various conferences that they

arrange at their next meeting,

plans to put this matter before

their people."

"We also recommend that

they confer or report to the next

State Convention as to how they

will push this purpose for perfec-

tion."

Original Children

"We further recommend that a

copy of the report be read before

the various conferences of the Free

Will Baptist churches of North

Carolina."

In the third annual session of

the State Convention held at Shady

Grove Free Will Baptist Church,

Sampson County, September, 1915,

the Convention pledged itself to

build a home for orphans. An or-

phanage committee was appointed

and given the duty to handle all

money raised for the orphanage,

locate a site, and report what was
being done through the Free Will

Baptist paper. This first committee

consisted of Elder J.F. Casey, Chair-

man, Goldsboro, NC, Elder W.R.

Coates, Four Oaks, NC, Elder M.
C. Prescott, Ayden, NC, Elder J. E.

Davis, Western Conference; Elder

D. W. Alexander, Central Confer-

ence; Elder Luke Wetherington,

Eastern Conference. The trustees,

working as canvassing agents, were
allowed to keep ten percent of what
they actually collected to defray ex-

penses while in their various fields

collecting. These individuals served

faithfully and productively, for the

dream became a reality within five

short years.

The newly elected trustee com-
mittee had a difficult task before

s Home Building

them. The Convention was com-

mitted to establishing a home;
however, it owned no property or

land, and had no funds with which

to begin. The trustees began work
immediately.

Several sites throughout the state

were suggested as possible loca-

tions; the trustees visited each site

and its surrounding community.

They decided upon a tract of land

that was being offered about two
miles north of the small farming

town of Middlesex. It was a rural

setting with plenty of space for

growing children, and it was cen-

trally located in North Carolina.

On January 1, 1916, the trustees

accepted the fifty-acre tract of land

that was donated by Reverend

Ben B. Deans and his wife, Sally

Valentine Deans. On this site was
a one frame dwelling and several

small farm outbuildings. Reverend

Deans became a member of the

board of trustees and was elected

as chairman. Since he lived nearby,

it became his duty to oversee the

building project, selecting the site,

securing the building plans, pur-

chasing furniture, and having the

red clay tested to see if bricks could

be made from it. The Board turned

(Continued on page 6...)
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Don't Forget to Mark Your Calendars
SUBMITTED ARTICLE

We have a lot of exciting things

coming up on our Children's Home
calendar, and we would like to share

them with you.

May is Children's Home month
in Free Will Baptist Churches. We
would ask that you pray for the

work of the Home, our staff, and

especially for the children we serve.

Our 14th annual Change For Chil-

dren Campaign should be underway
in our churches. The funds collected

during this campaign are a very

significant help during the sum-

mer months, when school is out. We
want to thank all of you in advance

for working together to help us

fulfill our mission of providing for

the physical, emotional, educational,

and spiritual needs of children, and

for helping make this campaign a

success.

Another exciting upcoming event

is our 90th anniversary celebration.

The first children came into care at

the Home on May 23, 1920. On May
22, 2010 we will host a reception at

the home to commemorate 90 years

of Christian Child Care. We will also

have a ribbon cutting ceremony as

we dedicate the newly renovated

Heritage Hall.

On July 11, 2010 the 64th Alumni
Homecoming will be held on cam-

pus at Memorial Chapel. The ser-

vices will begin at 10:00 a.m.

On July 16, 2010 the Spring

Branch Church, Layman's League,

Walstonburg,, in partnership with

the Carolina Mudcats, Zebulon, will

sponsor the seventh annual paper

products and cleaning supply drive.

There will be more information com-

ing on this event.

Heritage Hall Renovations
SUBMITTED ARTICLE

At the time of this writing, the reno-

vation was almost complete. Campus
staff and children have been able to

watch the transformation process a

little each day. Included are pictures of

the final stages of the newly renovated

Heritage Hall which will be rededicat-

ed on May 22, 2010 at 2:00 p.m. as we
celebrate 90 years of Christian child

care. The Free Will Baptist Children's

Home has been a home to more than

2,150 children. Thank you for being

a part of our wonderful heritage, a

testimony of faith and dedication.



A Glimpse at Our Past:

90 Years of Christian Leadership

in Child Care

PICTURE
NOT

AVAILABLE

Brother L B. Dunn
1919-1920

Elder LH Wetherington

1920-1921

Brother CG Pope

(921-1929

I Icier JR Bennett

1929-1934
ElderJW Alford (acting)

I«34-I935

Reverend ML- Tyson Reverend James Evans

1935-1940 1940-1949
Dr .Walter M Croom

1949-1951

Rev. S.A. Smith

1951-1955 & 1956-1958

Rev. R. H Jackson

1955-1956

Rev A Graham Lane

1972-1972

Rev. Sam Weeks
1973-1977

Rev. J Stewart llumphrev

1977-1981

E Howard Caylon

1981-1983

Dr Bobby I aylor

1983-2008

Campus Needs

Cleaning Supplies

Personal Hygiene Items

Soap, Antiperspirant for Boys

Soft Bristle Hair Brushes

Trash Bags (1 3 gallon or larger)

Twin Size Comforters

Golf Cart Batteries (Call for Details)

Bed in a Bag (twin size)

Cookware (heavy duty)

Bed Pillows

Storage Bowls

Heritage Hall Appliances:

Refrigerator ($1000), Freezer

($1000), Dishwasher ($600),

Microwave Oven ($1 50)

Double A Batteries

Wii Games (Rated E)

Sports Posters for Boys Cottages

Heritage Hall Renovation Project

Glider Rocker

(inside—call for details)

Have questions? Call the
Development Office at (252)
235-2161.

This month, the Free Will Children's Home is celebrating 90 years of Christian Child Care. From the very begin-

ning, you have played a very important role in shaping our history. At our upcoming reception, we will reflect

upon our rich heritage, and we will look towards the future as we rededicate our newly renovated Heritage Hall.

3faottatt(m to S^oimc/e/^s Q)au
The Board of Directors invites you to our Founder's Day Reception, in celebration of 90 years of Christian Child Care,

on May 22, 2010, at 2:00 o'clock in the afternoon. Please RSVP by returning this form to us on or before May 14, 2010.

Name:

Church:

Address:

City: State: Zip:

Number of people in your party:
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(HISTORY continuedfrom
page 3...)

its attention to approving building

plans and raising funds with which
to build.

Progress on the first build-

ing was very slow and somewhat
discouraging due to lack of funds.

However, those in charge refused to

give up, and continued to go ahead
"on faith." Near the end of 1916,

the first building project began—

a

large three-story building with a

full basement. After completion

two years later, this building had
31 rooms. This new building, along

with the existing frame building

and utility building, housed all de-

partments of the Home until 1925.

The basement contained the kitch-

en, dining hall, and laundry. The
ground floor housed the main of-

fice, chapel, and employees rooms.

The girls occupied the second floor,

and the boys occupied the top floor.

Fruit trees, which were donated,

were planted about the same time

the first building was constructed.

The first applications for admis-

sion were approved on February

11, 1920. The first children were
admitted on May 23, 1920—a family

of four, Nellie, Helen, Dorothy and
Carl Whitley. Thus, what had only

been a vision five years earlier was
now a reality. The physical property

had now become an orphan's home,
born of faith, dedication, determi-

nation and lots of plain hard work.

During those early years of the

Home, at that time called Free Will

Baptist Orphanage, the lifestyle was
very strict, indicative of the times.

The Home offered to the children

it served, food, shelter, clothing, a

secure atmosphere, and hard work.

All the children had chores. The
girls were responsible for help-

ing with cooking, sewing, house
cleaning, laundry, and canning.

The boys helped with feeding and
caring for the livestock (chickens,

cows, goats, hogs) and helped with

the farm work (tobacco, corn, large

garden, etc). In those early years,

most were orphans or one-parent

children.

6

Education was gained the first

seven years by staff and educators

who taught one-half day, five days

per week. Beginning the eighth

grade, children attended Middlesex

High School.

Local physicians rendered

medical services free of charge. For

many years the home enjoyed the

services of Dr. E. C. Powell of Mid-
dlesex and Dr. Josephine Newell of

Bailey. Today, local physicians of

various specialties provide medical

services.

During the early years of the

Home, especially during the great

depression, it was quite a struggle

to keep the doors of the Home
open. It was impossible to add new
buildings and other needed facili-

ties. It was most difficult to provide

even the absolute necessities to

keep the home going. The very fact

the Home did not close is in itself

a great example of God's amazing
love, and a testimony to the dedica-

tion and determination of the su-

perintendents and staff who served

faithfully during this period. The
surrounding community provided

assistance, as well as churches

across the state. Even citizens who
were battling their own financial

difficulties shared with the "or-

phans." This was a great period

of testing, but the home remained

open.

Since the early years, some
things have changed at the Home.
In 1987, a more family-type atmo-

sphere was evident at the Home,
with meals being prepared in the

cottages, and the addition of laun-

dry facilities in each cottage. Also, a

full-size gymnasium was construct-

ed and dedicated in November of

1988.

Although the physical campus
has undergone changes and up-

grades, the dedication of the Home
to provide a safe place for children

to grow and mature remains strong

and unchanged.

Mission Statement

"Children and families are our

most valued resource. Our home is

dedicated to the ministry of return-

ing children to a family by provid-

ing for children's physical, emotion-
al, educational, and spiritual needs.

This is accomplished in a nurturing

environment with compassionate

care. Since 1920, the Free Will Bap-

tist Children's Home has minis-

tered to children and families."

The Free Will Baptist Children's

Home has been a home to more
than 2,150 children. Our commit-
ment remains strong to our mission

and to our purpose to restore a

child's faith in himself, God, and his

world.

Thank you for being a part of

our wonderful Heritage, a testimo-

ny of faith and dedication.

Visitors

SUBMITTED ARTICLE

On April 5, members of the Joy

Club from Rock Springs Free Will

Baptist Church, Bailey, came by for

a visit. Many of the visitors had
been to the Home before, although it

had been sometime ago. The group

dropped off commodities and en-

joyed a tour of the campus.

It is always a pleasure to have you
visit with us on campus, we only

ask that you call ahead, so we can

be sure to have someone available to

show you around.

Wlou^ 14/2010



and aST

Peter had never eaten anything un-

clean. When we see this young man,

this Rock of the Church, this founda-

tional stone, in Acts 9 and 10, he is

met with a Vision. In the vision, Peter

saw foods and knew they violated

God's Old Testament dietary laws.

He had never broken those laws, and

stated that. But God's response was,

"What God has made clean, do not

call common."

In the big picture of this story, God
was indicating to Peter that Gentiles

were not common or unclean. They

could be saved by Christ, just like the

Jews. This led to the baptizing of Cor-

nelius and his household. This also led

to the changing of the mindset of one

of the elders of the early Church.

Often, that is no small feat indeed,

even with today's Elders and leaders

in our congregation. We all have tradi-

tions and formalities and procedures

and so on, but we have to remember

to keep them in their place. Things

declared by God are by God and

Divine; things we cling to because

of our local history or having 'always

done it that way' just boils down to a

product of man, and are many times

fallible.

"What God has made clean, do
not call common." If God has made
something clean and proper, it does

not matter whether we as men and

women like it or not. It is right. The
Jews were not likely to alter their

thinking on eating pork, but their

lack of acceptance was not going to

change God's law. In the same way,

there may be things in God's word
that rub us the wrong way. Because
of our background, our area, our tra-

dition, or our raising, we may not like

them. That does not change that they

are right, and we should not place

ourselves as judges over anything

Significance in Christ as a Young Adult

with Wyatt Harvey

when God has already judged it clean.

In addition, in that same school of

thought, if God has not made it clean,

then it is common. Many today have

the idea that just about anything is

good unless God has called it bad

by name and sent us all a specialized

notation or addendum to His Word
concerning this unspecified topic. All

scripture has been given to equip us

for every good work, as 2 Timothy

tells us. If God has not authorized it

through His Scripture, then we should

not assume it is good.

I write on these things because of

what a dear friend of mine told me
once a few years passed now. We
are never more segregated in America

than we are on Sunday morning.

And, he was right. He was quoting

someone and I never can remember

the speaker, but that person hit the

nail right on the judgmental head.

We talk about the youth we are try-

ing to equip for the future, and what

Christ can and will do through them if

they are willing and true. Yet, some-

times our youth's greatest challenges

are in the churches where they are

learning. Are we all young and em-
powered Peters, enlightened and full

of God's love for ALL of man? Or do
our congregations divide the Body?

I have heard many explanations for

these divisions and segregations.

'We have no prejudices here, preju-

dice is a sin. We just worship our own
way; those people would not like it.'

'We have very different cultures; they

would not understand us.' 'Well, this

has always been a family church, in

this neighborhood; we like to keep it

like it is.' What are we teaching our

youth?

Within the Body of Jesus Christ,

can it really be a 'them and us' world?

The Scripture tells us no. There is

none good, no not one. If that is the

case, I certainly do not want to think

there is any thought among Christians

that we are better than anyone else.

There was once a chosen people,

and Jesus Christ paid with His Blood

that we all could be adopted into that

family. It is a sickening thought that

anyone would be trying to pick and

choose who is worthy of a seat in our

churches; much more sickening to try

to judge who is worthy of that gift of

Jesus' love.

We talk about the significance of

Jesus Christ in young adults. There

is a prime call on the youth, the new
generations, to draw the Body to-

gether. The older generations may not

like it, appreciate it, understand it, or

even allow it, at first. But it is a call on

the youth. The young can pave a way
for the future of Christian faith that ties

us all together, all races and tongues

and faces. It is their responsibility.

Scripture calls us to 'be of one

mind and one accord' and to 'be one,

so the world will believe.' Do we have

a choice? Can we just opt out of that

call, because our grandparents and

the local church Elders never accept-

ed it? Can we replace the Laws of

God with tradition and practice? No,

we cannot. Just ask Peter.

The youth are called to mount the

changes we need for unity. As their el-

der members, if we cannot get behind

them, we are just called to make sure

to stay out of the way. The youth can

do it, with or without us. I would like

to say when I reach Heaven that it all

happened with me, not despite me.

We can consume the world in the fire

that is Jesus Christ the Savior.

Do not let yourself dampen the

flames.
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SUBMITTED ARTICLE
In Matthew 5:41 we find these

words, "and if any one forces you to

go one mile, go with him two miles."

Roman law allowed foot soldiers

weary from battle to choose any resi-

dent of the land to carry his soldier's

pack for one mile. The law was there

so that soldiers would not abuse

people making them go further than

one mile. However, a person could

volunteer to carry the pack further.

Jesus used this law of limitation to

show how different his followers are

to be. Disciples should not hold an

attitude of "do as little as you can

get away with" but we are to "go the

second mile." If as disciples of our

Lord we would apply these words

to our giving, it would be called

"second mile giving" which is the

offering we give beyond those that

Second Mile Giving
meet minimum responsibilities.

In our 2001 OFWB Convention,

the delegates were presented with

a vision for the future of Cragmont

of acquiring the tools (buildings) to

do the work of ministry for which

I believe God has called Cragmont.

Using our mountain location, we
called this plan "New Heights." To

raise the funds needed, a pledge pro-

gram that offered different levels of

giving for individuals and churches

was created. The convention voted

unanimously to endorse the plan.

Under the blanket of the "New
Heights" project we have gained a

new walkway from the main build-

ing to the dining facilities and a new
lodge giving us 40 new sleeping

spaces along with a large meeting

room. We were also blessed by the

generous gift of the Lassiter Family

Center, an 11,200 square foot build-

ing that has multipurpose function-

ality.

The purpose of my writing is to

let you know that there is still debt

on the new lodge. That debt amounts

to $240,000, which I believe can be

out of the way by the end of this

year "IF" you will "go the second

mile." We need people and churches

to be "second mile givers." I am not

asking that you make another pledge

or to make a first pledge unless you
want to. Just give what you believe

God would have you to give. We all

need to remember that it is not 'sec-

ond mile giving" if you take what is

already in the budget for Cragmont

and re-direct it to debt retirement.

This needs to truly be "going the sec-

ond mile" or it will not work. I hope

to hear from you soon.

"Let not your heart be troubled...

"

Confidence can be hard to come by these days. People are losing their jobs, their houses, and their

life savings at an unprecedented rate. Violence, natural disasters, and moral depravity seem to be

skyrocketing. In the midst of all this chaos, we need to know... what on earth should we do now?

In the follow-up to the New York Times bestseller What in the World Is Going On?, Dr. Jeremiah

brings a message of hope and confidence from the priceless counsel of the Word of God. He an-

swers our most urgent questions, including:

• How can we weather this storm with a calm heart?

• What does it truly mean to "wait on the Lord"?

• What is Jesus saying to our chaotic world today?

• How on earth did we get into this mess?

• Can we take a broken world and rebuild it into something fruitful?

Living With Confidence in a Broken World shows us all that with the power and love of

Almighty God, we can live with confidence in this age of turmoil.

Hardcover Book, 253 pages—$22.99 Retail . Our Price $18.39

"asssssssr"
DR. DAVID JEREMIAH

CONFIDENCE

CHA01JC,
WHAT^gff
ON EARTH
5mmm
DO NOW?

Free Will Baptist Press Foundation, Inc.
by calling toll free (800) 849-3927

or through one of its Bible Bookstores at these locations:

Ayden Bible Bookstore

3928 Lee Street

Ayden, NC 28513

(252) 746-6128 • (800) 849-3927

New Bern Bible Bookstore

1232 South Glenburnie Road
New Bern, NC 28562

(252) 638-6193 • (800) 875-8048

Kinston Bible Bookstore

123 North Queen Street

Kinston, NC 28501

(252) 527-2843 • (800) 875-8049
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2010 SUMMER SCHEDULE

BED, BREAKFAST, & BLESSING

July 1-4, 2010

Cragmont Assembly

1233 North Fork Rd.

Black Mountain, NC 28711

877.669.7677

MORNING STAR
April 9-11, 2010

Joan Little

7063 Stantonburg Rd.

Farmville, NC 27828
252.753.3217

YOUTH FRONTIER CONFERENCE (YFA/AFC)

July 5-10, 2010
Frankie Baggett

5403 Weyerhaeuser Rd.

Ayden, NC28513
252.746.7850

MINISTERIAL ASSOCIATION OF OFWB
June 7-9, 2010

Stephen Prescott

7605 Newton Grove Hwy.

Dunn, NC 28334

910.567.5347

GENERAL YOUTH II CONFERENCE
July 12-17, 2010

Brad Williamson, Director—252.752.5846

Wilma Parker, Registrar—252.522.0967

PO Box 6423

Kinston, NC 28501

DAY SPRING CONFERENCE
June 9-12, 2010

Joan Little

7063 Stantonburg Rd.

Farmville, NC 27828
252.753.3217

GENERAL YOUTH 1 CONFERENCE
July 19-24, 2010
Bryant Hines

7946 Bear Grass Rd.

Robersonville, NC 27871

252.792.5745

CRAGMONT YOUTH CONFERENCE
June 14-19, 2010

Angela Mattox

1 12 Whooping Crane Lane

New Bern, NC 28562

252.671.7176

YOUNG PEOPLE'S BIBLE CONFERENCE
July 26-30, 2010

Chuck Owens
1 506 Washington Ave.

Weldon, NC 27890

252.536.2202

CHRISTIAN CADET CONFERENCE
June 21-26, 2010

Joey Williams

139 Windyfield Dr.

Goldsboro, NC 27534
919.734.9080

CORNERSTONE WOMAN'S CONFERENCE
August 1-6, 2010

Joan Little

7063 Stantonsburg Rd.

Farmville, NC 27828
252.753.3217

PEE DEE YOUTH CONFERENCE
June 28-July 1, 2010
Buddy Sasser

6263 Blalock Road

Lucama, NC 27851

919.734.3320

EMMANUEL WOMAN'S MINI CONFERENCE
September 10-12, 2010

Joan Little

7063 Stantonburg Rd.

Farmville, NC 27828
252.753.3217
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May 18-20, 2010

On the Campus of

Mount Olive College

Special Guests include:

Mr. Pedro Rosario - Tuesday Afternoon IMPACT Banquet

Dr. Eddie Moody - Tuesday Evening Worship Speaker

President Charles Renfrow - Wednesday Morning Worship Speaker

The Reverend Roger Hill - Thursday Morning Worship Speaker

The following Learning Session

will be presented on Wednesday afternoon

In Raper Hall

Conflict Resolution in the Church
Biblical Financial Literacy

Levels of Leadership

Using Technology in Worship Revs.

Ministering Beyond the Church Walls

Nursery Safety and Security

The Prayer Life of Jesus

Women's Ministry for a Younger Generation

Coming Home: The Early Ministry of Jesus

How to Lead By Following

Foundation for Christian Ministry

The Work of the Church Clerk

Starting A Second Service

Reaching the Lost Generation

Dr. Eddie Moody (Sessions 1 & 2)

Mr. Pedro Rosario (Sessions 1 & 2)

Mrs. Mary Dudley (Session 1 only)

David Currie and Todd Sutton (All Sessions)

Reverend Tim Heath (All Sessions)

Ms. Marci Rollins-Smart (All Sessions)

Reverend Harold Jones (All Sessions)

Mrs. Kitty Barnes/ Mrs. Gail Heath (Sessions 1 & 2)

Reverend John Williams (Sessions 2 & 3)

Reverend Harry Brown (Session 1 & 3)

Dr. Burkette Raper (All Sessions)

Mrs. Vicki Wade/ Mrs. Andrea Cox (Session 2 only)

Reverend Gary Bailey (Sessions 2 & 3)

Various Ministers (Sessions 2 & 3)

ALSO AVAILABLE
Commission of Education for Ministers Dr. Michael Pelt

The Work of the Woman's Auxiliary Mrs. Joan Little

The Work of the Laymen's League Mr. Roy Weatherington

Carolina Bible Institute and Seminary Dr. Rudy Owens

Complete details ofthese Learning Sessions are available

on the Convention web site, www.ofwb.org

under the Convention link

and will be distributed at the Convention.

(All Sessions)

(Session 1 only)

(Sessions 2 & 3)

(All Sessions)
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Tuesday, May 18

5:30 p.m.

7:30 p.m.

Wednesday, May 19
8:00 a.m.

9:00-9:15 a.m.

9:15-10:15 a.m.

10:15-10:30 a.m.

10:30-11:20 a.m.

11:20-11:30 a.m.

11:30 a.m.-12:45 p.m.

1:00-1:50 p.m.

2:00-2:50 p.m.

3:00-3:50 p.m.

5:45 p.m.

7:30 p.m.

Thursday, May 20
8:30 a.m.

9:00—10:00 p.m.

98th Annual Session of the

Convention of Original Free Will Baptists
March 18-20, 2010

Mount Olive College

Mount Olive, North Carolina

"Working For God With Expectation"

Sixth Annual Pastor's I.M.P.A.C.T. Banquet

Convention Worship Service—Kornegay Arena

Guest Speaker

Registration Opens—Kornegay Arena

Congregational Singing, Special Music

Music Director

Pianist

Opening Plenary Session

Call to Order

Welcome, Scripture, & Prayer

Greetings from the President

Executive Committee Report

Finance Committee Report

Nominating Committee Report

Announcements, First Readings, etc.

Recognition of Conference Moderators,

Fraternal Delegates/Guests

Break—Visit the Ministry Display Area

Worship Service

Information on Afternoon Learning Sessions

Lunch in the Murphy Center

Learning Session I

Learning Session II

Learning Session III

Sunday School Banquet—Murphy Center

Mission Rally Hosted by Foreign Missions

10:00-10:15 a.m.

10:15-11:00 a.m.

11:00-11:10 a.m.

11:00 a.m. -12:15 p.m.

Dr. Eddie Moody

Mrs. Cathy Malin

Reverend Johnny Sullivan

The Reverend Al Warrick

Dr. Philip Kerstetter

The Reverend Charles Renfrow

The Reverend Al Warrick

The Reverend Kevin Jackson

The Reverend Leon Grubbs

President Renfrow

The Reverend Charles Renfrow

The Reverend Josh Whitfield

Church Finance

12:15 p.m.

12:30 p.m.

Registration Re-opens—Kornegay Arena

Congregational Singing

Scripture and Prayer

The Convention Reconvenes

Announcements, Final Readings

Ministry Reports

Children's Home Cragmont

Minister's Program Foreign Missions

Break—Visit the Ministry Display Area

Worship Service The Reverend Roger Hill

Break—Visit the Ministry Display Area

Ministry Reports

FWB Press Home Missions Retirement Homes
Mount Olive College Sunday School

Election and Installation of Officers, Boards, and Committees

Resolutions Committee Report

Centennial Celebration Report

Report of the Memorial Committee

The Convention is Adjourned

All Learning Sessions will be

conducted in Raper Hall

The 99th Annual Session of the Original Free Will Baptist Convention will convene May 17-19, 2011.



Think of Me
as Being Dead

BY ELAINE SWINSON
I always knew it was going to hap-

pen. It was just sitting there in the back

corner of my mind keeping quiet, except

for a fleeting feeling of concern darting by

without any warning from time to time.

Symbolically, I can compare it to grow-

ing older since that process of life doesn't

jump in and announce itself in one leap.

It creeps by like the hands on a clock-

seconds become minutes and minutes

become hours without any fanfare. Gently

one day passes by and another appears

and so on until its time.

Actually, a great deal of enjoyment,

even excitement, motivated the exis-

tence of my present situation. For a brief

moment, in reflection, I can remember

exactly why I made the sometimes small

and sometimes large contributions that

resulted in this point of no return.

Here I am in the middle of the room

overwhelmed with what I see. There is no

doubt that my wonderful God has supplied

not only my needs, but many of my wants.

Over there in a box is my collection of

decorative tins (some even play music) that

I have carefully hoarded for several years

now. The basket sitting next to it holds my
angels, wrapped well so they won't get

broken.

My finest collection stands 1 5 boxes

high, filled to the brim with salt and pepper

shakers. Smiling to myself, I remember

that daddy said everyone should collect

something and so he gave me my first

set of shakers at the young age of 1 0.

Purchased up in the mountains, they even

contained an offering of salt and pep-

per as though they were just plucked up

from someone's table and brought to the

antique store.

There are several containers of "old

under shirts" and other castoffs that I have

kept, just in case they might be needed

for dust cloths or grease rags. Stacked

on the couch are three boxes of vases

that I just couldn't part with because they

were so beautiful when they were filled

with flowers. I also just might need them to

decorate for a wedding or shower some-

12

time in the years to come.

Silk flowers, decorations for church

events for every season, centerpieces for

the tables in the fellowship hall (I have 1

2

of each kind so there would be enough

for all the tables), and a multitude of other

"things" that have meant so much to me
over the course of time are in great abun-

dance. I never could pass by a yard sale

item or a "bargain" in a craft store without

thinking of how nice this would be for Bible

school or a youth meeting.

Clothes, too good to throw away, fill

the closets, even though no one in the

house will ever fit into them again. Mama
always said, "Waste not—want not" and

I just know she will be looking down from

Heaven if I don't take care of them, ready

to remind me of what she said.

I have carefully, almost sacredly, taken

care of things that would mean nothing to

anybody but me and my family that be-

longed to my granny, grandma, and mama
when they were alive. All of them hold

precious memories for me. I shiver to think

of what might happen to them if I can't find

a safe place for them to be displayed or

stored.

A mink cape and stole hang in the

closet. Daddy won them many years ago

when he was top salesman for his com-
pany. I remember that mama asked him,

"Wilbur, where do you think I will ever wear

these things— in the tobacco field"?

Hanging close by are 4 prom dresses

and a wedding dress shimmering in the

light when the closet door is opened. I

think a crinoline slip is attached for one

of them. The girls were so beautiful when
their dates whisked them off into the

moonlight or to the altar at church to

exchange their vows of marriage.

Sinking with a long sigh into my favorite

recliner, I realized the decision I knew
would some day come has finally arrived.

The spacious homes we had enjoyed

throughout the last 30 years of our ministry

are but visions of the past. The charming

little house where we have now sought

refuge reminds me of a gingerbread house

in a fairy tale.

The vast assortment of "things" that we
have accumulated during the 45 years of

our marriage simply will not fit. Of course

I knew that even though sorting out the

contents of drawers, closets, baskets, the

garage and the attic, would produce an

abundance of trash, it would not make a

dent in the grand scheme of things.

Ideas evolved and were discarded

as I rocked back and forth. Suddenly a

question entered my mind, "What would

happen if I had died, and my "stuff' was
being given away, thrown away, or divided

among the children."

I felt a surge of energy as I hurriedly

called both my daughters and told each

one of them that I wanted them to "think

of me as being dead." Of course, both of

them were horrified at the thought until

they understood my idea. If I were dead
there would be no choice about their

taking the "things" that they would like to

have.

So I asked them to come and visit

and go around and pick out anything they

would like to have for them to cherish

and pass on to their children when the

time came. Giving them encouragement

and free reign I helped them look for their

choices and then put them in boxes to

carry home. It became sort of like a game
after a while, although I could tell they were

still a bit reluctant because they didn't really

like to think about my being dead.

With renewed strength I once again

attacked the multitude of boxes, feeling

a little better now about disposing of all

the treasures I can and must learn to live

without. After all, it is entirely possible that

someone else will want to add some of

these unique items to their growing collec-

tion of "stuff."

However, I may have to pretend that I

am dead again at some later date because

the building out behind our little cottage

is filled to the brim with stuff that I just

couldn't bear to send to the trash, give

away to somebody, or send to a yard sale.

After all, I might need them later on for

something.
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MINISTRY

RETIREMENT HOMES MINISTRY

News From the Retirement Homes Ministry
BY RONNIE TAYLOR

Greetings from your Retire-

ment Homes Ministry. God is so

good, all the time. This has been

a wondrous time as I look at how
God continues to bless this min-

istry and our clients. As I look at

the donations that are coming in

to headquarters, I am just amazed
how God has placed on the hearts

of His people and churches the

need to support this great ministry.

Our client list is now at fifteen.

There are presently three applica-

tions out to prospective clients and
we are waiting to process these as

soon as they are returned to us.

We have several others who have

inquired about help, but have not

made a request for an application.

May is the Youth Convention

and the Annual Convention of

Original Free Will Baptists, and,

as last year, we will have a display

set up at both of these conventions.

The Youth Convention is sched-

uled for May 14-16 and the Annual
Convention is May 18-20 at Mount
Olive College. I hope to see many
of you there.

Our disability equipment
program continues to be a real

blessing to many of our people. I

wish I could make a good guess

at the amount of money that this

program has saved so many of our

church members over the past few

years. Our disability equipment

is loaned out free of charge to our

people. We are so happy to be able

to supply a need whenever pos-

sible.

There is a cost involved in

cleaning, repairing, general main-

tenance and for pickup and de-

livery of this equipment. This

is a cost over and above what is

usually budgeted for our clients. I

mention this because we continue

to need your prayers and support

to be able to continue collecting

and distributing disability equip-

ment.

Again I say thank you for all of

your support, both prayerfully and
financially, and hope to see you at

the conventions.

FRIENDS OF THE FOUNDATION—YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED
Fifth Annual meeting of The North Carolina foundation for Christian Ministries

Tuesday, May 11, 2010
Ormondsville Original Free Will Baptist Church

(New Fellowship Hall)

Maury, NC

7:00 p.m. Dinner—Be our Guest(s)

Program: "Building a Foundation For the Future of Original Free Will Baptists"

Speaker: The Reverend Donald Ribeiro, M.D.

Update on the work of the Foundation

The Education of Ministers

Endowments for Churches, Ministries, Charities

The Dinner is free—to you and your guests

But we must have your reservation by Thursday, May 6

Call: 919-658-3855 or 919-658-5250

Email: wraper@moc.edu

Address: 619 West Main Street, Mount Olive, NC 28365

13



SUNDAY SCHOOL MINISTRY P0 Box 39 • AVden - NC 28S13 • 252.746.4963 • www.ofwbsundayschool.org

ANNOUNCING!

Sunday school Ministry

Music Library
As you may know, your Sunday School Ministry has an expansive

library/resource center at the Headquarters. All of our books, DVDs,

CDs, Sunday School literature, etc. have been or are being catalogued.

In addition to our Resource Library the Sunday School Ministry has

started a Music Library. We are asking all churches to let us borrow

your old adult and children's cantatas, musicals, and plays. Due to

the rising cost of accompaniment CD's and music books, the Sunday

School Ministry feels that this can be a valuable asset to all Free Will

Baptist Church's music departments. Imagine, instead of spending

hundreds of dollars out of your music budget for a Christmas or Easter

Cantata, you could borrow the CD and books to a cantata or musical

that your church has not done before. This can be possible with YOUR
help. By lending us your old ones, we can log them in to our library

under your church's name and another church music director could

come to our listening station and look through the selections and

borrow it for their church. We hope our churches will take advantage

of this opportunity and that by Christmas 2010 we will have a large

selection of music and plays available for use, but we need your help.

Contact us today for more information at 252-746-4963.

This is just another service

of the ever expanding Sunday School Ministry.

Don't forget to visit our new web site at www.ofwbsundayschool.org!
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"Now faith is the substance of things

hoped for, the evidence of things not

seen." (Hebrews 11:1). This familiar

biblical verse was the topic of a brief

presentation at an evening youth fel-

lowship one night when I was in my
teens. As I write this, I realize that

the layman who spoke to us is, in all

likelihood, now dead, and, moreover,

it is probably unlikely that ever in

his lifetime he had an inkling of the

impact he was making on at least one

teenager in his audience. That night I

easily memorized the verse, and I took

to heart the message that this layman

conveyed.

I was struggling with issues of faith,

for my conversion at 16 had not freed

me of the idea that "blind faith" in

the messages of the Bible might be

a requirement for my spiritual life.

My youthful mind did not put much
credence in blind faith. It went against

my intellect. My doubts were a con-

stant thorn in my side.

A year later I would take religion

as a year-long course in college, and,

perhaps more importantly, I would
study intellectual history. I would read

from one of the early Christian writ-

A Developing Faith
ers that reason and faith do not have

to conflict. At the time I received this

assertion with great reassurance.

But now, 40 years and much study

and reading later, I am a strong be-

liever in miracles. These do frequently

conflict with all the reason that our

little minds can muster.

So my faith has come full circle.

From initial conversion in faith, to

doubts about reason and faith, to be-

lief in miracles. God does not ask more

of us than we are able to give at any

given time.

".
. .[T]he substance of things hoped

for, the evidence of things not seen." As
the biblical verse recommends, I had

great hopes for the future in my teen

years, despite my religious doubts. My
life has been good. I do have much for

which to be grateful.

Certainly miracles, a reality that I

now accept with gratitude, embody
the evidence of things not seen. As I

live the beginning of my older adult-

hood, more and more I can experience

the faith that God has been leading me,

ever so gently, all my years—leading

me to greater understanding in His

supreme power over events, circum-

with Celia Hales

stances. Not that I believe that He ever

wills bad things to happen in our lives,

but He does allow them. Having given

us free will, He will never take that

away.

I also have great hopes for the future.

Life expectancy tables used by insur-

ance companies give me many years

ahead. Certainly my spiritual walk

thus far has been a progression.

I lean forward, in faith, in anticipa-

tion of what God will do next to bring

me ever closer to Him. I know, now,

from experience, that God does not ask

us to believe before we are ready. An
inquiring spirit, though, will find in

God's world the evidence of things not

seen. Our faith will be reinforced at

every turn.

This is not blind faith, but a mature

faith that knows and understands

more than one can as a beginner in

the spiritual life. It behooves us not to

give up on our kin who are younger.

Give them time to grow. God will act

in their lives, even when we can see no

progress.

What more can we ask of a loving

God?

Free Will Baptist Press Foundation, Inc.

Ayden Bible Bookstore

3928 Lee Street

Ayden, NC 28513

(252) 746-6128 • (800) 849-3927

Kinston Bible Bookstore

123 North Queen Street

Kinston, NC 28501

(252) 527-2843 • (800) 875-8049

New Bern Bible Bookstore

1232 South Glenburnie Road
New Bern, NC 28562

(252) 638-6193 • (800) 875-8048
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OFWB INTERNATIONAL po Box 39 • Ayden, NC 28513 • 252.746.4963 • www.ofwbi.org

News From Liberia and Guinea
SUBMITTED ARTICLE
We don't know how to express our

profound gratitude to the Lord Al-

mighty for continuously blessing you

to be a blessing to many here in Africa.

You are lifted in Jesus' name.

This year is actually a year of bless-

ing for us, and through the Spirit of

God, we have prayerfully selected this

year as "Our Year of Divine Increase-

numerically and spiritually." And
in this light, we are experiencing the

divine power of God—divine increase

in Liberia and Guinea.

I would like to dedicate this article to

the brethren in Guinea who are serving

the Lord at all cost despite the persecu-

tions and afflictions from Muslims that

are in majority.

As a Christian in Guinea, there are

several points one must consider:

1. Accepting Christ means accepting

death. One is rejected by his family,

and his close relatives for accepting

Christ. Even a funeral wake is held

over one who accepts Christ, even

though he is still alive. Like the pastor

in Guinea, many have been rejected by

their parents.

2. Living for Christ means living

in total isolation. Many who live as

Christians live in a total state of isola-

tion. They cannot get the attention and

co-operation of their friends any longer

now that they are Christians.

3. When one accepts to be a Chris-

tian that means he has accepted to start

life afresh. There will be no support

from his parents if he is a student. He
will be left with the option of caring

and schooling himself. And a curse

will be put on him by his family.

Sometimes the African witch craft is

involved either to kill the individual or

to make him suffer in abject poverty.

4. In the market place, goods and

services are sold at higher prices for

Christians, and are sometimes denied

some good services. In terms of renting

a house, a Christian is most often de-

nied a house for rent. One of our mem-
bers in Guinea was thrown out of the

house by the landlord

for being a Christian.

These are just a few

ways Christians suffer

in Muslim countries.

Through the grace

and power of God, I

was able to baptize

11 persons who gave

their lives to Jesus.

Communion service

was held, as well

as washing of feet.

A seminar was also

conducted which was
very successful and

appreciated by many.

Pastor Camara had

a grave accident on

his way to Macenta

to see the work there.

I previously had a

terrible dream about

the trip and advised

him to fast and pray

before the trip, we all

fasted and prayed.

When he embarked on

the trip, the accident

took place, he was the

only person in the bus

not hurt. People were

badly injured. He was

the one who went out

looking and calling

for an ambulance for

the injured people.

During this time

someone—a muslim

realized that a man
of God was in their

midst—that is why no

one died. Thanks to

God that they realized

the power of God. The

camera that the Pastor

carried along with him

was totally destroyed.

It was the phone he

had that permitted

him to take photos

where he went.
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ANNUAL
CONVENTION
MISSION RALLY
WEDNESDAY, MAY 19, 2010
7:30 P.M.

KORNEGAY ARENA,
MOUNT OLIVE COLLEGE

THE BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS
IS IN CHARGE.

Dr. Kiril Svilenov grew up under the Communist Rule in

Bulgaria. His family was strong in their Christian faith. They

translated Christian videos and distributed Bibles and Christian

literature among the Christian community. For this, they were

placed under political restraint and persecution. He

graduated from the Medical University of Sofia, Bulgaria in

November 1996. He is a General Practitioner. In 2007,

he was given the Family Doctor of the Year Award for Bulgaria.

Kiril has been instrumental in the development of our work

in Bulgaria and serves as the President of the Free Will Baptist

Church in Bulgaria.

His wife, Irina, graduated from the New Bulgaria University, with a Batchelor in Electric Guitar.

She is a professional guitarist and also teaches guitar. She will play a medley of Christian songs at the Rally.

Kiril and Irina have two lovely children: Daniel who will be seven in July and Christina who will be four in July.

We are excited about having them with us for the Mission Rally. Please come and share your support for them

and the work in Bulgaria. They will share the latest news from Willem and Lydia van der Plas.

SPECIAL MUSIC:
Emerson Hobgood
Kings Cross Roads FWB Church

Irina Svilenov
Sofia, Bulgaria

SPECIAL OFFERING: Your special offering at this Mission Rally is vital for the continued growth of

your missions program. Begin to pray NOW and ask God to reveal to you what your contribution should

be this year. Thank you, in advance, for your generous response. I hope all of you can attend the Rally; but

if you cannot, you can mail your special offering to: Board of Foreign Missions, P.O. Box 39, Ayden, NC
28513. You will still receive credit for the Rally offering.

REMEMBER: You must earmark your check for Foreign Missions or place it in a special Foreign Mis-

sions envelope. These will be sent to every pastor and supplied at the Rally.
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Inaugural Address of Dr. Philip P. Kerstetter
Transforming Through Connections

First and foremost, thank you all for

being here today. I hope that you can un-

derstand what an amazing sense of sup-

port your presence here this afternoon

shows me and Mount Olive College. I

am so honored and humbled to see the

persons on the platform, the Board and

the Foundation trustees, faculty, staff,

students, and alumni of the College,

representatives of the Church, represen-

tatives of other colleges, universities, and

higher education organizations, members
of the community, and representatives of

political bodies.

Allow me to express my appreciation

to my friends and to my family. Thank

you for being here for me on this special

day in my life and in the life of Mount

Olive College. Also, I want to extend a

separate note of love and appreciation

to my wife. It has been quite a journey

from our early beginnings at Brandywine

High School, but I hope that it has been

a journey of wonder, meaning, and joy.

I know that I could not have made this

journey without you by my side. We have

had great things happen to us over our

years together, but I am convinced that

Robert Browning was right: the best is

yet to be.

The essential purpose of an inau-

gural speech is to lay out in admittedly

broad strokes a vision of the future for an

organization. President George Herbert

Walker Bush often commented that he

didn't quite understand this "vision" thing,

and I will admit that earlier in my career

I don't think I did either. But as I have

spent more time in senior leadership,

it has become quite evident to me that

without vision, two things happen:

• First, you don't and can't progress

because there is no goal. Will Rogers

once remarked, "Even if you're standing

on the right track, if you aren't moving

forward, eventually you're going to get

run over by a train."

• Second, without a vision, others do

not know where to put their talents to

use and do not know how they should

work together. As a smaller organiza-

tion, we simply cannot afford to have our

talented people work at cross purposes.

Jim Collins calls that, "Getting the right

people in the right seats on the right

bus." Then, and only then, will we be able

to get to our destination together.

The Board of Trustees of Mount

Olive College has entrusted me with the

responsibility to work with all persons to

fulfill this college's mission in a manner

that is appropriate for this institution

—

both today and well into the future. It

would be presumptuous of me to do

this by myself, and that is why we have

started a strategic planning process that

will engage all members of the academic

community in providing advice and coun-

sel to help map the future of Mount Olive

College.

Ecclesiastes 3:1 tells us that "To

everything there is a season, and a time

to every purpose under the heaven."

This passage is usually used in context

with our lives as individuals. I submit that

it applies to the lives of organizations as

well— and especially to the life of any col-

lege or university. Therefore, I can assure

you that the future of Mount Olive College

will be a combination of actions that will

continue some current initiatives, will

modify some current initiatives, and will

discontinue some current initiatives. With

the respect due to our heritage, together

we will examine the present and look into

the future.

Mount Olive College was established

by the North Carolina Convention of Free

Will Baptists in September 1951 to pro-

vide a high quality program of Christian

higher education. The essential values

that undergirded the establishment of

the College remain alive and continue to

flourish, even though Mount Olive College

has evolved into a very different orga-

nization structurally since its founding.

From its roots as a two-year college, it

has expanded into a four-year institution.

From its roots as an institution serving

the needs of traditional-age men and

women at its campus in Mount Olive, it

has expanded to include degree comple-

tion programs at other locations in North

Carolina. We have witnessed an incred-

ible expansion of Mount Olive College

and its programs, now to the point where

the total number of students being served

at all of our locations approaches 5,000.

Despite the rapid growth, however, the

core commitments remain the same: to

provide a quality educational experience

in an environment that promotes Christian

faith, values, and ideals.

Romans 1 2:2 states, "And be not

conformed to this world: but be ye trans-

formed by the renewing of your mind,

that ye may prove what is that good, and

acceptable, and perfect, will of God."

Thus, it is fitting and proper that the tag

line for Mount Olive College is Transform-

ing Education, Transforming Lives. This

is more than just a slogan: it provides

evidence of our success and our com-
mitment to engagement. Mount Olive

College has been transforming education

through the following innovations:

• It has led in the establishment of

new educational locations to serve the

needs of the adult student.

• It is the first college in North Carolina

to offer a formal program by which stu-

dents who have the drive and focus to do

so are able to complete a baccalaureate

degree in three years.

• It has created a Success Advocates

program that operates as a case man-

agement approach for all of our entering

students to ensure that we are serving

the needs of each and every individual

student.

In the vision of the future of Mount

Olive College, I can assure you that we
will continue our heritage of being trans-

formational.

I would like to share something about

me to help you understand the context

of my vision for the future. First, I am
holistic in my thinking and actions. My 40

years of service at various colleges and

universities have shown me that higher

education can no longer afford to func-

tion in isolated, discrete organizational

parts, such as academics, or student life,

or athletics, or fundraising. For example,

what happens in the classroom affects

life in the residence halls, and vice-versa.
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Why should that be a sur-

prise to anyone? We work

with students, and students

are real people with complex

interests, needs, and issues.

If we are to going to serve

them and transform them, all

of us must think, work, and

act holistically.

Second, I am a creative

problem-solver. Mary and

I were attracted to Mount

Olive College because all of

the literature that we read

told us that this College is

willing to be innovative, to

take risks, and to try new
things. This is an opportunity

to put into practice ideas

that have been percolat-

ing over my entire career. I

am truly excited about the

possibilities here at Mount

Olive College, and I have no

intention of simply being a

caretaker. We will continue

to break new ground; we will

move forward together with

creativity, flexibility, and agil-

ity.

Third, I am intentional. I

don't believe that things on

campus should just happen,

nor do I believe that what

we do can be put together

without deliberate thought

and discussions. For ex-

ample, I Selected each Of the chair 0f the Board 0j Trustees C. Darrell Home, Dr. Philip P. Kerstetter, and Mrs
three songs performed today Mary Kerstetter.

because each has a special

meaning to me, and I hope that they help

you better understand me as well as my
vision.

• The Shaker hymn, Simple Gifts,

reminds me of my parents, who died sev-

eral years ago. My parents were straight-

forward, honest and sincere, and dearly

loved us all. They experienced the joys,

as well as the sorrows, of life. They were

not pretentious. Mom and Dad affirmed

us, taught us to persevere, and helped

us to put things in context and perspec-

tive. I am confident that if they were here

today, they would look at this college, this

community, and the people associated

with both and say that Mary and I have

truly set down where we ought to be.

• The second song, To Fill the World

With Love, is from the movie Goodbye
Mr. Chips. The movie showcases the

transformational roles that all who work in

education can have on those whom we
touch in our work and our lives. We are

reminded to continually ask of ourselves if

we are giving our best. Equally important,

it reminds me of 1 Corinthians 13:13,

"And now these three remain: faith, hope

and love. But the greatest of these is

love." This is what directs my faith and

informs me of my responsibilities as a

Christian and as an educator.

• Finally, Let the River Run was writ-

ten by Carly Simon and was the title

song to the movie Working Girl. It's a

passionate, upbeat hymn to the future.

This song captures the optimism, the

excitement, and all of the possibilities that

we, together, at Mount Olive College can

achieve.

Last, I am goal oriented. I consult with

others and I welcome feedback— but

when I know that the direction is right, I

will find a way to get us there. We are not

able to function in isolation,

nor are we able to accom-

plish anything of signifi-

cance without connections.

Therefore, whatever we do,

and however we do it, we
will be transforming through

connections. Sounds like a

great theme for an inaugura-

tion!

There are three areas

that I wish to address this

afternoon:

1 . Transforming through

connections to the Conven-

tion of Original Free Will

Baptists:

Central to the mis-

sion of the College is the

Convention of Original Free

Will Baptists. Mount Olive

College maintains a special

relationship with the Church

as one of the Church's min-

istries. Therefore, the Col-

lege has an obligation and

responsibility to be of service

to the Convention and to

demonstrate how the Col-

lege is living its faith. While

many higher education insti-

tutions that have a religious

affiliation are drifting apart

from their religious traditions

and roots, this clearly is not

the case at Mount Olive Col-

lege. We understand that we
are in a mutual ministry, and

the challenge is to find ways

in which we can be support-

ive of the mission and ministry of each

other. Opportunities for connections are

many. As an example, I am committed

to finding creative ways in which we can

work together to ensure that all ministers

in the Church have access to a high qual-

ity, affordable education at Mount Olive

College. We will make our resources at

all of the locations of Mount Olive College

throughout the region available to assist

the Church.

I am very grateful to the Church for

its gift of the Lectionary Cross to the

College. It is a physical symbol of our

connection to our Church and to our

faith. First used today, it will be in the lead

at all academic processionals and reces-

sionals. Our journey in life should begin in

faith and end in faith. Our new students

(Continued on page 20..)
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(INAUGURAL ADDRESS
continuedfrom page 19...)

will be led into their first academic Convo-

cation behind the Lectionary Cross, just

as they will be led to Commencement
behind the Cross, and so are reminded

that their journey at Mount Olive College

was a journey of faith as well.

2. Transforming through connections

to our students:

We are committed to serving the

whole student: not just academically,

but spiritually, emotionally, socially, and

physically as well. We will need to find

ways that we can meet the vast variety

of needs of our students, regardless of

whether they are traditional or non-tradi-

tional students.

Mount Olive College has been so

successful because it has been able to

provide personal care and attention. I be-

lieve that it is difficult for any campus with

fewer than 1 ,000 students to have those

programs, facilities, and services that

are generally expected by new students.

Therefore, our traditional program here

in Mount Olive will need to continue to

grow, perhaps to a size of about 1 ,250 to

1 ,500 students. We will need to examine

how we will expand our residential hous-

ing, have the facilities needed to deliver

high quality academic and co-curricular

programs, and maintain economic

access to students from our service

regions. This will require us to actively and
aggressively seek funds from others to

assist us.

With our non-traditional students, we
need to remember that education comes
in many forms. We have been innova-

tive in offering our degree completion

programs at our various locations, but we
must understand that learning is not lim-

ited to academic degrees, nor is it limited

to course formats only. Just as we have

recognized that an education is more

than the academic experience alone, it is

imperative that we examine ways that we
can expand other programs and services

to the other locations as needed. We
must be prepared to examine how each

of our locations can be the educational

provider to each of their respective com-
munities. We also need to understand

that this is not a one-size-fits-all scenario:

the educational needs in one locale may
be different from the needs in another.

Now is also the time for innovative

outreach. We have entered into many
partnerships with other colleges, the

most recent of which is with Johnston
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Community College, and it is my goal to

connect with other educational insti-

tutions across the entire region. We
have an obligation to provide seamless

educational opportunities to students

who come from a variety of paths to

this College. I also expect us to explore

other opportunities, such as providing

graduate programs, expanding the role

of internships and other practical real-life

experiences as an integral part of all of

our academic programs, or examining

cooperative programs with other busi-

ness and industry. Regardless of what

we do, it will be done with transparency,

collegiality, and fiscal responsibility.

3. Transforming through connections

to the communities served by Mount
Olive College:

We shape our environment, and we
are shaped by it. The future of Mount

Olive College is linked intrinsically with

the communities that are around us. Our
ability here to expand our enrollment is

dependent on the ability of the commu-
nity around the college to grow and offer

opportunities for our students, faculty,

and staff off campus— recreation, res-

taurants, entertainment, shopping. The
ability of the community to make these

enhancements is dependent on the ability

of the College to grow. It is obvious that

our futures are interdependent; we are

connected.

So I intend to explore how we can

work together. Part of that is accom-

plished by personal engagement. Already,

Mary and I are making connections in

Mount Olive and Wayne County, through

our participation in such initiatives as the

steering committee for the new library

and the long-range land use committee

in Mount Olive, which will enhance the

quality of life in the town and the region.

Given the presence of the College in the

community, it is only logical that people

associated with the College assume an

active role in new initiatives. We possess

so many wonderful resources here, with

the knowledge and expertise of our per-

sonnel, as well as the creativity, optimism,

and community-mindedness of our

students. We will bring these resources

to bear on our surrounding communities.

History has demonstrated what a dedi-

cated and committed group of people

can do when they work together, and

work together on common goals. Mount

Olive College will be a model for civic

engagement for colleges and universities.

Now these three points express a

vision of the future for Mount Olive Col-

lege, but equally important, how will we
accomplish this vision? There are three

important considerations:

1 . We will stay true to our mission and
purpose.

Several years ago our son, David, was
helping me move some of our furniture

into a U-Haul truck. We were operating

on a short time frame, and in the process

of moving things quickly up the ramp
and into the truck, I stumbled and fell.

In doing so, I braced myself with my left

hand. I broke my fall, but dislocated one
of my fingers. I moved it back into place.

Mary was quite concerned and insisted

that David, who was trained as an army

medic, look at it. He checked it out

and put adhesive tape around it and my
adjoining fingers. She asked if he thought

that I should stop to get x-rays, and he

responded, "No, his injury is not mission-

critical." He was right; the injury did not

need to take our attention away from

what we had to get done.

Everything we do at Mount Olive Col-

lege needs to be examined in light of our

mission. Some things may be interest-

ing, but are they central to our mission?

Are they truly mission-critical? We will be

good stewards of those resources that

have been entrusted to us by maintaining

our focus on what matters most— fulfilling

our mission. As Steven Covey notes,

"The main thing is to keep the main thing

the main thing." Fulfilling our mission is

our main thing. In keeping our mission

central, we must be diligent to make sure

that we focus on the things that truly mat-

ter to the growth and development of our

students. We will be a student-centered

institution. Therefore, our policies, prac-

tices, and procedures will be guided not

by what is easiest and best for us as a

college, but rather by what we believe is

in the best interests of our students.

2. We will dream together.

I tell others that working in higher

education is a fascinating and exhilarat-

ing experience. There are few places on

Earth that have the rich mixture of knowl-

edge, wisdom, creativity, and energy as

you will find on a college campus. I also

tell others that at times this is not always

a blessing. But higher education sits at

the crossroads of having the responsibil-

ity to hold on to the past while thought-

fully examining new possibilities and new
understandings of issues. Mount Olive

College has a reputation for its willingness

and ability to respect the past and still



look at things differently.

As we move forward, I want each

of us to dream. Let's ask each other

about our dreams for this College. Now
we know that some of us dream bigger

than others, and some dreams may not

be able to be realized, but as the great

philosopher Bloody Mary in South Pacific

sings, "You gotta have a dream, if you

don't have a dream, how you gonna

make that dream come true?" Without

the ability to dream about what we could

do better, or what we could do differently,

or what changes would make an impact

on our lives, we become static and stale

as individuals, and static and stale as a

college. Maybe your dream is develop-

ing a new academic program or having a

place to store your bicycle or expanding

your studio space. Without those dreams

being expressed, the reality is that they

cannot be considered. For me, I dream

at all levels, from the complex dream

about becoming a university to the more

simple, but perhaps equally important,

dream of finding ways to keep some
of our sidewalks from flooding in heavy

rains. Regardless of the specifics of our

dreams, our dreams connect us as we
work to transform this institution.

3. We will engage our students.

Mary and I always viewed our lives to-

gether and in our roles with colleges as a

response to a calling to service. What we
do is so much more than a job. Count-

less parents have entrusted their sons

and daughters to our care, and our adult

students have made significant sacrifices

to come to us to pursue their educational

dreams. It is an awesome and noble

responsibility. Serving these students is

not something that can or should occur

within a traditional 40 hour work week.

Our positions, all of our roles here, directly

affect the lives of our students. If you are

working here, I invite you to find the joy in

connecting with and serving our stu-

dents. Get to know them as individuals

and start participating in the larger life of

the College.

I once had a colleague ask me how
Mary and I can enjoy so many diverse

college events. We try to attend athletic

competitions, student activities, art and

music events, academic recognitions,

readings, and lectures. All of these are

milestones in the life of our College and

in the lives of our students, faculty, and

staff. My colleague asked if we truly liked

sports and other campus events. My
answer was twofold: first, we actually

do appreciate all varieties of events in

the life of a college. For example, last fall

we enjoyed the 1 8 county-wide church

dinners where we were treated to Eastern

North Carolina barbeque, met wonder-

ful people connected with the various

churches, and got to know the students

in Free Spirit and in the Chamber Choir.

Last weekend we traveled to Augusta

to watch the men's basketball team play

in the Southeast Regional NCAA Tour-

nament. Now, I do like basketball, but

anyone who knows Mary knows that she

REALLY likes basketball.

But, second, if people think that we
attend solely for the purpose of the event,

they are missing the most relevant point:

it isn't the event; it is the students in the

event. We get to know the students as

individuals and what is happening in their

lives. There is no greater joy than to affirm

our students by recognizing their efforts.

It is such an obvious way to see what

growth and development has happened

during their time at the college. Noth-

ing compares to watching upper-class

students perform on the stage, in a class,

on the field, or in a church and seeing

the transformation that has occurred

over their college careers. Well, unless

it is listening to the singing of freshman

Hannah MacArthur, or watching freshman

Mahamed Ibrahim hit a three-point shot,

or helping freshman Alaina Airhart and

the College FFA distribute winter coats

to needy children at Carver Elementary

School, or listening to the career hopes

and dreams of freshman Magdiel Fuent-

es, knowing that these and our other in-

credible students will continue to mature

and flourish here over the coming years.

That is precisely why we are here, why
we have this calling, and why we matter

as an educational institution.

As Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 states, "To

everything there is a season," so I invite

you all on a journey over the days, weeks,

months and years to come. I invite you

to engage with the lives of our students

and our College. I invite you to help take

this extraordinary College to its next level.

It is the right thing to do, it is the right

time to do it, and we are on the right bus.

With God's help and guidance, we will be

successful in our connections with each

other and with our larger constituencies.

Join us as we continue to transform edu-

cation and transform lives at Mount Olive

College.

May God bless you all, and may God
continue to bless Mount Olive College.

Harrison Lectures at MOC

Featured above, first row from left: Dr. Tyanna Yonkers, Chair of the Religion Department; Dr.

Andrew Wakefield, Professor at Campbell University and Harrison Lecturer for 2010; The Reverend
Frank Harrison, Sponsor of the Lecture; Dr. Phillip Kerstetter, President ofMount Olive College;

Back row from left: Judy Craft, sister of Vivian B. Harrison; Barbara Lancaster, ivife of Rev.

Hanison; Dr. David Hines, Chair of the School ofArts and Sciences.

The Harrison Lectures are hosted by the Religion Department ofMount Olive College, established

by the Reverend Frank R. Harrison.
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Opportunities at

OUNT OLIVE COLLEGE
New Freshman Orientation, Saturday, June 19, 2010
High school seniors who have applied and been accepted to Mount Olive College, and their parents, are invited

to attend orientation for new freshmen beginning at 9:00 a.m. The day will consist of information sessions about

academics, student life and preparing a fall class schedule. Contact Admissions at 800-653-0854 or admissions@moc.

edu to let us know how many will be in your party.

For High School Seniors

High school students and their families can schedule a private visit by contacting admissions@moc.edu or 1 -800-

653-0854. Our admissions staff will also be glad to help arrange for you to meet those who can help you with your

financial aid planning.

SAT/ACT Test Planning

High school seniors and juniors should make plans to take or re-take the SAT or ACT. To learn more about test dates

and locations, students can talk with their Guidance Counselors or visit Collegeboard.com and ACTstudent.org.

Mount Olive College accepts the highest combination of scores, so taking the test more than once is recommended.

For College Transfers

Getting ready to transfer to Mount Olive College? If you are planning to attend Mount Olive College in the summer
or fall 201 0, complete our free online application at www.moc.edu and have your transcripts sent to Tim Woodard,

Director of Admissions, 634 Henderson Street, Mount Olive, NC 28365. 1-800-653-0854 twoodard@moc.edu . Class

schedules for summer and fall are located online at www.moc.edu, then click on academics, then calendars and

schedules.

One Night a Week Programs

One night a week programs for adults who need the convenience of evening higher education opportunities are available

at New Bern, Jacksonville, Mount Olive Evening College, Research Triangle Park, Wilmington, and Washington. Mount Olive

College has 7 locations where adults can enroll in one night a week programs. All programs meet from 6:00 - 1 0:00 p.m.

on the same night every week. To make contact vith an Admissions Representative at one of our locations, call 800-NEW

GOAL.

Evening College at Mount Olive

Heritage Associate Degree Program (HP) begins 5/3/10

Criminal Justice and Criminology (CJC) begins 5/1 1/10

Management of Information Systems (MIS) begins 5/1 1/10

Management and Organization Development (MOD) at

begins 5/27/10

Early Childhood Education begins 6/1/10

Health Care Management begins 6/3/1

0

Mount Olive College at Jacksonville

Health Care Management (HCM) begins 5/1 8/1

0

Criminal Justice and Criminology (CJC) begins 5/1 9/10

Early Childhood Education begins 6/1 4/10

Management and Organizational Development begins 6/1 7/1

0

Mount Olive College at New Bern

Health Care Management (HCM) begins 5/3/10

Criminal Justice and Criminology (CJC) begins 5/11/10

Religion (MRM) begins 5/27/10

Management and Organizational Development begins 6/3/1

0

Early Childhood Education begins 6/7/1

0

Mount Olive College at Research Triangle Park

Management and Organizational Development begins 6/1/10

Heritage Associate Degree Program (HP) begins 6/7/1

0

Early Childhood Education begins 6/9/10

Mount Olive College at Washington

Heritage Associate Degree Program (HP) begins 5/3/1

0

Early Childhood Education (ECE) begins 5/19/10

Health Care Management (HCM) begins 5/27/10

Mount Olive College at Wilmington

Criminal Justice and Criminology (GC) begins 5/1 2/1

0

Early Childhood Education (ECE) begins 5/27/10
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Hello from Camp Vandemere! It's

May and we've had four weekend

groups here at the camp already. It

won't be long before the summer
campers will be here! That's when it

really gets busy. A day in our lives at

the camp consists of the following:

we start around 5:30 a.m. and finish

the day somewhere between 10 and

11 p.m. Our cooks prepare breakfast,

lunch, and dinner for about 85 people

each and every day. Our laundry staff

changes out each camper's towel and

wash cloth every morning. They do

the laundry each day. On Fridays,

they also change out the sheets. By the

end of each week, they have washed,

dried, folded, and put away over 1000

pieces of laundry. This year, we will

have two people handling the outside

maintenance every day. Their day

consists of mowing grass, weed eating,

spraying weed control chemicals,

cleaning the pool, ball court, piers,

taking out trash, fixing broken items,

and other things that come up. We also

have one other person helping this

year. He will help in the kitchen, with

laundry, and with yard maintenance as

needed.

Then there is the meal planning,

food and paper product ordering,

stocking the camp store with snacks

and promotional items like t-shirts,

hats, and other items. Then there's the

fundraising events (the Singing by the

River and the fishing tournament) that

we have each year. Preparation has

already begun for these events. I'm

sure everyone that usually attends one

or each of these will find that our board

of directors is making some exciting

changes this year. If you or your church

has never participated in any of these,

please plan to do so this year. Our
fundraisers are very important. All of

the monies raised during these events

are used to carry the camp through

our winter months. In the past, there

haven't been any events scheduled

during the months of December,

January, and February so we depend

on our fundraisers for financing

during this time. Our operating cost

is minimum during these months, but

the regular bills like the power, gas,

water, and insurance continue. One
of the best things you or your church

could do would be to schedule an

event, like a Christmas party, retreat, or

learning seminar during these months.

That would be great and it would help

the camp meet these expenses.

And then there is paper work and

record keeping, planning future

projects for camp growth, etc. All of

these are done on a daily basis. After all

this, we go fishing if the time permits!

This year, we also have some camp
sponsored activities (target shooting

and archery). One of our staff members

along with an adult member of each

summer camp will be in charge of

these activites. These activites will be

offered during a specified time period

each morning and afternoon and will

accommodate about four people at

the time. One other activity (radio

controlled airplane flying) will be

conducted by me. This activity will

be offered every day. It is completely

dependent on the wind not blowing

and will not be offered unless the

conditions are right. Knowing that

the wind is usually still early in the

mornings and late afternoon, this

activity will probably be offered at

these times of day. Most ages will

be able to participate in this. All

participants will actually fly the

airplane with what is called a buddy
box. It is attached to the main controller

and with the flip of a switch can be

operated by either controller. I hope

everyone is looking forward to the new
and exciting activities we will offer this

summer. I certainly am. Hopefully, we
will continue to add more each year.

All the time my staff and I are

carrying out our respective jobs, we are

also making sure everyone that comes

to our camp has a wonderful, exciting

and safe experience. If during your

visit to Camp Vandemere, you need

anything, please see one of our staff or

myself. We will do everything in our

power to make sure your stay here is

more than you expected!

Yes, in this issue I have carried

you through a day in our lives here!

We are as busy as bees around here.

I'm sure you are also! It really does

sometimes seem like there can be

nothing else added, but lots of times

we do. We really need to keep our

goal in perspective though. What is

our goal? Here at Camp Vandemere,

our goal is to make sure you have a

wonderful time, a safe time, but most

important, time to be still and know
that God is in control. I know that most

of our summer camps have already

been planning their busy time here. I

also know that all the leaders I have

met in the past have an ultimate goal

in mind for that camp week. That is to

make sure that Jesus Christ is front and

center for that week. Yes, it's important

for everyone to have a great time

while here, but it's more important

that if a camper doesn't know Jesus,

that they will meet him here this year

and go home a completely different

person. That's why we do the things

we do here at the camp. That's why
all the youth leaders continue to move
forward, even when it seems that the

young people aren't getting a thing

out of what's being taught. Remember
leaders, all of your efforts will be

rewarded! We have to do the work and

get out of God's way and let Him give

the increase.
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Cragmont Assembly, Inc.

The Beloved Retreat Center for Original Free Will Baptists

BYJOHN WILLIAMS
Director ofCragmont Assembly

Mission Statement

"To operate, maintain, and expand a

conference center and place of retreat

for all Original Free Will Baptists and

seekers after Christ, who will come to

Cragmont to experience Inspiration,

receive Instruction, and participate in

Recreation directed towards spiritual

growth."

History of Cragmont
Cragmont Assembly was established

in 1945 by the Original Free Will Bap-

tists of North Carolina. The property

formerly housed the privately-run

Cragmont Sanatorium. The initial

purchase price of $10,000 was raised

within 90 days, buying some 116 acres

on the slopes of Mount Allen, just

north of Black Mountain, North Caro-

lina. From the very beginning, Crag-

mont was to be a place of assembly for

our people. . ..And so it is.

Cragmont can be characterized by

three words: decision, discipleship,

discovery.
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Place of Decision

One of the directions Cragmont has

taken is to be a place of decision. This

takes on particular forces during the

summer months when youth both

from within and outside of our de-

nomination come to Cragmont to learn

about the Gospel; come for the first

time.

Seeds of salvation and commitment
are planted in young hearts and minds

making Cragmont a place where many
have come to Christ and answered

God's calling. Here in the setting of the

mountain, God's creation serves as a

perfect backdrop for considering God's

Word and listening for the Spirit. The

distractions here are few. The presence

of God is abundant.

Place of Discipleship

As a place of discipleship, Cragmont
is the year-round setting for churches

to come for retreats. These retreats are

as different as the people within them.

But there is a common thread in them
all; a spirit of discernment for what

God's will is in our lives. For some

groups it is summarized in the wor-

ship service before going home. For

others it is the nightly devotional that

pieces together an idea or concept. And
still others shape their whole visit here

around some topic or theme. How-
ever it's done, the church groups and

retreats that come to this place are why
Cragmont means so much to the spiri-

tual direction of our denomination.

Place of Discovery

Cragmont is truly a place of dis-

covery. People have found revelation

after revelation about themselves, their

world, their God. Some come seeking

answers and others come away with

questions that will shape and affect

their lives. In this place, people have

come to realize the need for salva-

tion, for devotion, for living in Christ.

People have to look at their world with

new eyes.

All of this is possible here because

God has made it so through the work
of His people.

This is truly "The People Place."



The John R. And Arlinda W. Williams Endowment
There are two majorBYDR. W. BURKETTE RAPER

As an expression of apprecia-

tion to John and Arlinda Wil-

liams for their leadership and

services, the Board of Directors

of Cragmont Assembly has

initiated an endowment with the

North Carolina Foundation for

Christian Ministries in their hon-

or. Annual distributions from

the Endowment will be used for

the work and advancement of

Cragmont as determined by the

Cragmont Board.

For Original Free Will Baptists,

the names of John and Arlinda

are synonymous with Crag-

mont. They are the ones who
meet us upon arrival, attend to

our needs—and even wants

—

during our stay, and see us off

on our departure. Without their

presence, our visit, retreat, or

camping experience at Crag-

mont would be incomplete.

For the past 30 years, John and Arlinda

have been there to host thousands of

us as we have sought the solace of that

mountain where the presence of God can

always be experienced. There the youth

find vision and purpose for their lives.

And there adults of all ages experience

healing for their weary minds, rest for

their tired bodies, and renewal for their

spiritual lives.

John and Arlinda

On January 14, 1980, John and Arlinda

began their ministry at Cragmont. John,

born September 18, 1952, was a native

of Morehead City, NC. His first church

membership was at Faith Original Free

Will Baptist Church. Following his call

to Christian ministry, John enrolled at

Mount Olive College in 1971 and was

ordained (January 1, 1973) by the Eastern

Conference. Following graduation from

Mount Olive, John earned his Bachelor

of Arts degree from Atlantic Christian

College (now Barton) and continued his

education at Southeastern Baptist Theo-

logical Seminary at Wake Forest.

Arlinda, bom May 17, 1952, to J. T. and

Viola (Blossom) Wilson, was a member of

Juniper Chapel Original Free Will Baptist

Church, Vanceboro. Following gradua-

tion from New Bern High School in 1970,

she also enrolled at Mount Olive College,

where she met John.

Married April 4, 1973, John and

Arlinda are the parents of one daughter,

Allison, who likewise attended Mount

Olive College where she also met her fu-

ture husband, Stan Johnson. Allison and

Stan now reside in Greenville, with their

son, Ryan—making John and Arlinda

proud grandparents! To make the entire

family Original Free Will Baptists, Stan

and Allison are members of Black Jack

Church in Pitt County.

The journey of John and Arlinda

to Cragmont included two pastor-

ates: King's Cross Roads Church in

Pitt County and Milbournie Church in

Wilson County. Responding to the call of

the Cragmont Board of Directors and to

fulfill God's purpose for their lives, John

and Arlinda, with their daughter, Allison,

left eastern North Carolina, and moved
three hundred miles west to Cragmont

Assembly to continue a life-long min-

istry to Original Free Will Baptists. At

that time, John and Arlinda were each

twenty-seven years old, and Allison was

age nine months. It was an unknown
future but blessed by God's providential

guidance and blessings.

The Endowment

benefits of the Endowment in

honor of John and Arlinda:

• First, it will provide perpetual

support in their names for the

Christian ministry of Cragmont

Assembly; and

• Second, the Endowment
provides an opportunity for all

Original Free Will Baptists to

express our appreciation to John

and Arlinda for their devoted

services to Cragmont and its

extended ministry to Original

Free Will Baptists.

Gifts to the Endowment through

April 5 have totaled $4,175 from

the following friends:

Mrs. Pat Arthur

Mrs. Jessie Ottoway

Ms. Nancy C. Boykin

Dr. and Mrs. W. Burkette Raper

Mrs. Kathy Hawkins-Campbell

Dr. and Mrs. Don Ribeiro

Mrs. Huberta Daw
Ms. Joy Thomas
Mr. and Mrs. Jason Edwards

Mr. and Mrs. C. B. Wade
Mrs. Peggy Herring

The Rev. and Mrs. John Williams

Mrs. Sharlene Howell

Mrs. Viola Wilson

Mrs. Sarah McCormack
Hickory Chapel Cornerstone Sunday

School Class

The initial goal for the Endowment is

$10,000, which was the original purchase

price of Cragmont in 1940. The $10,000

for the purchase of Cragmont was raised

in ninety (90) days. Let us do the same

for the Endowment! With $4,175 already

contributed for this purpose, only $5,825

is needed to reach this goal. Checks

should be earmarked "Williams Endow-

ment," and made payable to:

North Carolina Foundation for

Christian Ministries

619 West Main Street

Mount Olive, NC 28365

An acknowledgment for each gift

will be sent to John and Arlinda. Con-

tributions may be made by individuals,

churches, Woman's Auxiliaries, Sunday

Schools, Layman's Leagues, and other

groups. Gifts to the Endowment will

keep on giving.
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Workshops at the Convention of Original Free Will Baptists

Wednesday, May 19, 2010

Raper Hall, Mount Olive College

BYDR. W. BURKETTE RAPER
The North Carolina Foundation

for Christian Ministries was es-

tablished in 2005. It is a nonprofit

corporation formed under the laws

of the State of North Carolina and
has been recognized by the Internal

Revenue Service as an organization

which is exempt from taxation under

Section 501(c)(3) of the Code, and as

a public charity. As such, donations

to the Foundation are tax-exempt.

The Foundation administers

permanent endowments created by
individuals, families, churches, cor-

porations, organizations, and other

foundations. The Foundation em-
ploys professional investment man-
agement to assist the Foundation's

Board of Directors in monitoring

performance for long term growth.

In addition to endowments, the

Foundation manages scholarship

funds for qualified students attend-

ing accredited colleges, universities,

and theological schools.

Purpose of the Workshops
The Foundation provides a means

heretofor not available to Original

Free Will Baptists to strengthen and
to advance the faith and work of

our church. Through the workshops
listed below, the Foundation will

focus on three distinctive services it

is providing for our Church.

Schedule and Subjects of the

Workshops
Session One: 1:00-1:45 p.m.

"Crisis In Ministry"

What the Foundation is doing to

help Original Free Will Baptists over-

come the critical shortage of pastors

and other church-related personnel

who are needed for the services our

churches and ministries need and

deserve.

Session Two: 2:00-2:45 p.m.

"Why and How Your Church Can
Establish an Endowment"
For most church members, when

their hearts stop, their support of

their church and its work stops.

It does not have to be that way.

Through a program of professional

managed endowed funds, the Foun-

dation provides a means whereby
our work can continue beyond our

lifetime. Establishing an endowment
does not require surplus funds as

much as it does a vision and a plan

for the future. This workshop will

provide simple and specific infor-

mation on how a local church can

establish an endowment with the

Foundation.

Session Three: 3:00-3:45 p.m.

"How to Establish a Family Endow-
ment for a Free Will Baptist Ministry

or Favorite Charity"

The advantages of an endowment
include:

• Supplemental support for a

church, ministry or other charity

• Continuing support beyond your

lifetime

• An excellent vehicle for Christian

stewardship.

Workshop Staff

W. Burkette Raper will coordinate

and speak at each workshop with

assistance from members of the

Foundation Board and beneficiaries

of endowments already established.

To date, the Foundation has made
endowment distributions totaling

more than $200,000. In addition,

the Foundation has provided in

excess of $72,000 in scholarships for

23 persons preparing for Christian

ministry in eight divinity schools,

seminaries, theological schools, and

Mount Olive College.

°i?JPc
ortunities to Minister

THROUGH SHORT-TERM TEAMS—MEXICO 2011

This year, we only had enough interest for one team. We hope to take at least three teams

to Mexico in 201 1 . It is a wonderful opportunity to serve the Lord and bless others at the

same time. Pray about your involvement in 201 1

.

The dates are June 1 8-25, July 9-1 6, and July 1 6-23.

*WL jr"*3(K^^^ For more information, contact ^^E^flK^ ^^^f^^
J^Jffy^ ^P1^/' us at (252) 746-4963 or email "^^J^t V^J*
j^^^pf ^

director@ofwbi.ora *+j \^
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This message by Mrs. May Pittman was shared at the First Thursday Prayer

and Work Day at the Harvest Connection Disaster Relief Center in Kinston on

December 3, 2009.

Contrary to what you may believe,

I am not Ray wells. There are marked

differences— our size, our height, our

gender, and I am not a preacher. So

when you looked at your agenda for

today, it said Ray Wells will speak; I am
not he. And I'm sure that the's glad that

he is not I!

Stearle and I arose Monday morn-

ing, went for our 2 mile walk, had our

biscuit at Bojangles, returned home to

face 2 big pots of collards to cook, 2

weeks ironing, and we planned to hang

the wreaths on the outside windows.

Then a call came from Mr. DC. All of you

know how convincing he can be and he

told me Ray Wells could not come today

and wanted to know if I would bring

your message to you. I said to him, "you

are talking about the day after tomor-

row" and he assured me that he was!

He strongly indicated that I was not sec-

ond choice; it was just that Ray could

not come. So here I am—and what you

see is what you get. And I do thank you

for the opportunity and privilege to share

with you today.

So, Christmas, what does it mean to

you? What does it bring to mind when
you hear the word? For most of us—

I

can't believe it is so close— I'll never be

able to finish all I need to do. Then the

thoughts come of decorating, cooking,

family, church programs, visiting and

the list goes on and on. But where is

the thought of—this is Christ's birthday?

And what do we think of when we hear

"birthday"? Gifts, of course. So today,

I want to talk to you and want you to

THINK OF GIFTS. This message is

probably a little different from what you

would expect for a Christmas message.

But I feel it is what God has given to me
for you today. This Scripture kept com-
ing to mind over and over on Monday
afternoon. So I said, okay Lord, I don't

understand, so please help me get the

thoughts together. I hope I can express

it to you the way I feel He gave it to me.

The Scripture I will be using is familiar to

us, but not in the context of Christmas.

I think I have never heard it used for

Christmas, but it comes from Mat-

thew 21 :33-40. "Hear another parable:

There was a certain householder, which

planted a vineyard, and hedged it round

about, and digged a winepress in it, and

built a tower, and let it out to husband-

men, and went into a far country: And
when the time of the fruit drew near, he

sent his servants to the husbandmen,

that they might receive the fruits of it.

And the husbandmen took his servants,

and beat one, and killed another, and

stoned another. Again, he sent other

servants more than the first: and they

did unto them likewise. But last of all he

sent unto them his son, saying, they will

reverence my son. But when the hus-

bandmen saw the son, they said among
themselves,This is the heir; come, let us

kill him, and let us seize on his inheri-

ance. And they caught him, and cast

him out of the vineyard, and slew him.

When the Lord therefore of the vineyard

cometh, what will he do unto those

husbandmen?" Note particularly verse

37, "But last of all he sent unto them

his son, saying, They will reverence my
son." The Amplified Bible says, "Finally

he sent his own son to them, saying,

They will respect and give heed to my
son."

Will you join me in prayer? Our God
and our Father, so many times we come
to You asking for something. Today we
come to You, thanking You for the sea-

son we have just entered, a season that

so many take for granted and use to

cheer themselves. We know it's because

of Your gift to us that we celebrate this

event. Thank you for your love for us

that You were willing to give your Son
that we might have eternal life with You.

And, Lord, as I attempt to bring Your

message to these Your people, fill me

with your words, hide me behind that

You might shine forth so that all who are

here today will be blessed by hearing.

Instill in us the desire to learn more about

You, to share more about You, to live

more for You. Anything that is said, Lord,

may it bring honor and glory to You. We
give you thanks and praise, in the name
of Jesus, we pray, Amen.

Your first thought probably is, why
use this scripture at Christmas; it doesn't

sound like Christmas. But remember, we
are talking about gifts and I'll try to tie the

two together. If you women buy a mixer

and it has no beaters, it is not complete,

is it? If you men buy a chain saw and

it has no blades, it is not complete, is

it? So, to me the Christmas story is not

complete if we think only of Christ's birth.

Not only was a child born, but a Son

was given. The Christ child, whose birth

the world observes every December 25,

was born to the Hebrew nation...grew

up in the Hebrew nation...ministered to

the Hebrew nation. But the Son of God,

whose death the world basically ignores,

died for the entire population— not just

for the Hebrews. It is this very point that

both the Hebrews and the world missed:

the child was born to a nation; the Son

was given to the world! For the Christ-

mas story to be complete, we need the

birth (a gift) and the death (a gift). The

verses we read are one of the parables

that Jesus spoke, in fact, the 42nd par-

able in Matthew. It illustrates that the re-

sponsibility of propagating the kingdom

of God would be taken from the Jews
and given to the Gentiles as we find in

verses 43-46 if we continue reading the

chapter. So, how do we get a connec-

tion between this parable and Jesus in

the Christmas story? Note some similar

points: The owner sent servants two

times to gather the fruit. Both times they

were killed by the husbandmen or care-

takers of the vineyard. Throughout the

Old Testament God sent prophets and

priests to warn His people. Jews killed

servants God sent to them. In the par-

able, the owner sent his son, but he re-

ceived no respect and was killed. Last of

all, God sent His Son. He also received

no respect. Now the prediction was that

they would kill Him as the husbandmen

did the son of the owner of the vineyard

(Continued on page 34..)
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YOUTH CONVENTION

Western District Youth Activities
SUBMITTED ARTICLE
The Western District Youth Work-

shop and Worship Day was held on
Saturday, March 27 at Little Rock

Church. Four churches participated

with a total of 61 in attendance. The

cherub group enjoyed a Bible lesson,

craft, and music class, while the AFC
& YFA groups chose from black light,

hand bells, audio visual training,

crafts, and Creative Christian Expres-

sions workshops. After enjoying a

spaghetti dinner, everyone returned to

the sanctuary where we had a worship

service featuring the different work-

shop groups. A special thank you goes

to Garrett Southerland from Westside

Church in the Eastern District who
came and taught our black light work-

shop.

Our upcoming events for the West-

ern District Youth are as follows:

Friday, July 16th, 2010: Children's

Home Night at the MudCats. We
are going to try to get a section for

the Western District Churches to sit

in together again this year. Further

information will be sent out as details

are finalized.

Saturday, October 23, 2010: Veggie

Tales Movie Party for 5th graders &
below. Time and location TBA. We are

looking for a church to host this event.

Friday, January 28, 2011: Lock-in/

Mid-night Bowling for middle & high

school students. We will meet at First

Church in Wilson at 7 p.m. More details

to follow closer to the event.

Saturday, April 9, 2011: Family Fun
Day (all ages). Time & location TBA.

We are looking for a church to host this

event as well. We need space for games
outside or in a gym.

If your church is willing to host the

Veggie Tales Party or Family Fun Day,

please let Marci Rollins-Smart know
ASAP. You will NOT be responsible

for all the planning and costs. The

main thing you will be in charge of is

providing the facilities for the event

and possibly food.

OTHER INFORMATION
Officers: Our new slate of officers

are as follow: Maggie Banks (Rains

Cross Roads), President; Gavin Daniels

(Piney Grove), Vice President; Amanda
Cockrell (Kenly), Treasurer; Charles

Rhodes (Rains Cross Roads), Secretary;

Jeremiah Holland (Mt. Zion, Wilson

County), Corresponding Secretary; and

Marshall Jenkins (Little Rock) Youth

Representative.

E-mail Addresses: Do we have your

email address? To save on the cost of

mailings, we are primarily spreading

the word about our events and meet-

ings through email. Send your youth

chair's email address to Marci Rollins-

Smart at marci@littlerockchurch.net.

Survey: The Western District Youth Of-

ficers and Leaders are dedicated to pro-

viding quality events for our churches.

We are always interested in hearing

your concerns and ideas for improve-

ment. We need the feedback of leaders

from all churches in order to better plan

for future events and gain involvement

from more churches. Please take a few

minu tes to take this quick survey. Go to

the web address listed below and fol-

low the instructions. Your participation

is much appreciated! <http:/ /www.
surveymonkey.com / s /VX8ZD9X>
We look forward to working with you

on our upcoming events!

Sandra Walston

Co-chair, Western District Youth

Piney Grove OFWB Church

2533 Richardson Bass Road
Kenly, NC 27542

919-284-4664

Marci Rollins-Smart

Co-chair, Western District Youth

Children & Youth Minister, Little Rock

OFWB Church

marci@littlerockchurch.net

P. O. Box 340

Lucama, NC 27851

252-239-0361

"Come to our church and

you'll see

The love Jesus Christ has for

you and me

It doesn't matter what you

wear

Or even how you style your

hair

There's so much love in the

air

I promise no funny stares

Doesn't matter if you're rich

or poor

Just want you to come
worship the Lord

Some sing with the band

Some sing using their hands

Oh what a blessing you'll

receive

All because Jesus died for

you and me

So if you're feeling lonely

and down

It doesn't matter if you can't

hear a sound

You'll be able to understand

By watching someone's

hands

So no more lonely or feeling

down

Because one great big

family you've found

Brothers and sisters in

Christ

All because he paid our

price.

—Mandy Stevens

Member of Blended Fellowship
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WOMAN'S AUXILIARY

Eastern District Woman's Auxiliary Spring Convention
SUBMITTED ARTICLE
What a wonderful day in the Lord

we shared! If you were not there, you

missed a special blessing. The Theme
for the Convention was "Fishers of

Men" and the Scripture was from Mat-

thew 4:19.

President Wanda Costner, called the

meeting to order and recognized State

Officers: Joan Little, President; Jean

Averett, Vice President; Jackie Flowers,

Benevolence; and Teresa Grubbs, Cor-

responding Secretary. She also recog-

nized May Pittman, President of the

Central District Woman's Auxiliary.

The Reports from the Denomina-

tional Ministries were given.

Gail Heath represented the Sunday

School Ministry and shared a praise

report from this year's Sunday School

Institute. They served over 500 people

this year through 48 workshops. The

2011 Institute is already in the planning

stage. She and Mary Dudley were able

to go to Nashville, Tennessee to visit

firsthand, Randall House Publishing

and explore the D6 curriculum further.

It is a Sunday School material in which

the entire church studies the same

lesson; it has emphasis on the fam-

ily and supporting the parents. There

are samples of the material available

at The Press. They have received 39

applications for summer camp, all of

which have been approved. If you

or your church would like to help

with this project, please earmark your

gifts "camp fund" and send them to

the Sunday School Ministry office at

the headquarters. They have estab-

lished a music library which contains

old cantatas with books that can be

checked out. They also have a resource

library containing over 600 books and
150 audio series. These materials are

available to any church; please take

advantage of them.

Home Missions and Disaster Relief

have drop off points set up for collec-

tion of items for Haiti Relief. Check
your TFWB for more details or call the

Home Missions office.

The Rev. Ronnie Taylor brought

greetings from the Retirement Homes
Ministry. They have request from three

pending clients. They currently are

serving 15 clients and do not have the

funds to serve additional clients, but

feel God will provide a way. The Rev.

Taylor encouraged the auxiliaries to

send cards and notes to the clients.

They enjoy the birthday and holiday

cards especially.

The Free Will Baptist Press was
represented by Darren Davenport. He
advised the TFWB does have a new
look due to updated equipment. Their

board has approved a renovation of

the Kinston Store, which is in dire need

of an update. All funds for this project

should be earmarked "Capital Cam-
paign" and sent to The Press.

The Rev. Harold Jones represent-

ing Foreign Missions advised the last

tiles were put on the Bulgaria building

on February 15 and then the weather

changed to where they haven't been

able to work on it since. The annual

telethon will be March 28. The Mission

Rally will be at MOC on May 19th this

year. He said he had been asked how
they could bring speakers from Bulgar-

ia when the finances were in such dire

condition. He said these plans were

made so far in advance they could not

be changed after the financial situation

began to decline.

The Children's Home residents are

currently at 33 according to president,

Gary Lee, and rising. They have a

waiting list, but don't have the staff to

take in more children at this time. The
renovation of Heritage Hall began in

November and hopefully will be com-

pleted by the end of March and ready

for dedication at the annual Founder's

Day service in May, which marks their

90th anniversary. Brick pavers in front

of the building in the patio area are

available for purchase at $150 each to

remember or honor your church, auxil-

iary, family member, or friend.

Hope McPherson of Mount Olive

College shared some of the highlights

of Dr. Philip Kerstetter's inauguration

as the new college President on March

19. They are hosting three area church

meetings to see how they can help the

communities be better served by the

college. She said Dr. Kerstetter is a vi-

sionary who can see the bigger picture.

His goal is to have 1500 on campus
students. They currently have 800.

The Biker Prison Ministry currently

has 29 team members that reach 9 fa-

cilities. Nine hundred seventy juveniles

accepted the Lord last year through

this work. They have follow up study

courses to help these young people.

The Life Membership Award was
presented to Mrs. Dorothy Burkett

Whaley of Pilgrim's Home Church in

Dover by Mrs. Happy Taylor. Mrs.

Joan Little pinned the award as Mrs.

Taylor presented her with a certificate.

Our worship service was entitled

"Following Jesus or Men Hooked on

Jesus" but we began to wonder when
Brenda Best and Linda Herring turned

anglers with their rods and tackle

boxes complete with special lures. The

special effects from Rick Price left no

doubt in our minds that both fisher-

men were great casters.

Linda told the story of two men who
were friends and liked to fish. George

was the better fisherman and Fred was
the local game warden. Fred asked

George if he might go fishing with

him one day to determine his secret

for catching so many fish. They did go

fishing together one day. Their boat

made its way to the center of the lake

and they anchored to begin fishing.

George carefully opened his tackle box,

took out a red stick of dynamite, lit it,

and promptly threw it into the middle

of the lake. BOOM! The fish began

jumping and falling into the boat. Fred

was frantic and began protesting that

this was illegal and he was the game
warden who could arrest him. Quietly

George opened his tackle box again,

took out another red stick of dynamite,

(Continued on page 30..)
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PEOPLE & EVENTS

Powhatan Church News
SUBMITTED ARTICLE
Something new does come along

occassionally! Powhatan Church

in Clayton decided to try an "in-

house" revival this spring. Instead

of inviting guest speakers, each

auxiliary of the church sponsored

a night. The event was the idea of

our Sunday School superintendant,

Chris Bagley, who felt that if revival

begins in your heart, why not let it

begin within the church's heart—the

people.

The Youth Group sponsored a

24-hour prayer-a-thon from 3 p.m. on

Friday evening til 3 p.m. on Satur-

day evening preceding the Sunday

Revival. Time slots were scheduled

to keep someone on the altar at all

times in constant prayer for the

upcoming revival as well as various

needs in the church and community.

Youth members and leaders filled

(SPRING CONVENTION
continuedfrom page 29...)

lit it, and threw it in Fred's lap and said,

"Now, are you going to talk or fish?"

How many of us want our lives to

count for Jesus?

Would you like to make a real

impact? Are you willing to pay the

price for being a true follower of Jesus?

Would you consider yourself a true

follower of Jesus? Does your daily walk

reflect the degree of your passion or

zeal for Jesus?

The degree of your passion for Jesus

Christ will determine your effective-

ness as a true follower and as a fisher of

men.

LORD
Listen for the voice—calling.

Obey the best you know how.

Recognize who Jesus is and

worship Him.

Drop what you are doing and

follow Him.

Do you struggle with being a true

follower of Jesus?

Is Jesus the Lord of your life?

Christians must have a relationship
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in for any time slot not taken, and

everyone who took part felt a great

blessing.

The choir kicked off revival week
on Sunday with a singspiration.

Various individuals and groups per-

formed. On Monday, the Layman's

League formed a men's choir and

the message came from the chairman

of the deacon board, Charlie Wil-

liams. Tuesday night, the Woman's
Auxiliary had an all-female choir

and performed with the handbells.

The Pre-Easter message from Devo-

tion was delivered by Ann Narron,

Sandra Peedin, and Julie Capps.

President Jeanette Canady opened

and closed the message. The Youth

covered Wednesday with lots of

singing and another group message

from Dean Hardy, Greg Rollins, Kim
Canady, and Rhonda Davis. Chris

Bagley opened and closed the mes-

with Jesus. They must know him per-

sonally.

In Matthew, we have a man's version

of Jesus calling the disciples—short and

sweet "And he saith unto them, Follow

me and I will make you fishers of men."

The woman's version which fills in

the gaps or details is found in Luke

5:1-11.

Ask yourself, what would I have

done if I had been standing on the shore

of Galilee and Jesus asked me to lay

down everything and follow Him?
Peter had washed his nets; he was

through fishing. He was tired and ready

to go home. Jesus made a call on Peter's

life. Peter obeyed even though it didn't

sound reasonable. Obedience brings

blessings! For the first time Peter recog-

nized Jesus. Following Jesus became

his number one ambition. James and

John left their father Zebedee in the boat

and followed Jesus immediately. What
would you have done?

The Fall Auxiliary Convention will

be at Deep Run Church. We hope to see

you there.

sage taken from Isaiah. Pastor

Jim Bogle concluded on Thursday

night with a summary of the week.

The revival highlighted the variety

of gifts and organizations in the

local church and was a reminder to

prayerfully approach all aspects of

worship if you expect to be truly

blessed.

Other recent activities at Powha-

tan include a chicken pastry supper

in January to reach the $10,000 goal

by the Woman's Auxiliary of funds

to be sent to the Bulgaria "House

of Prayer." In February, the youth

sponsored a breakfast to highlight

Sunday School month and a record

86 were present for the morning

services.

Plans are being made for atten-

dance at the upcoming conventions

in May (Woman's Auxiliary, Youth,

and denominational.)

Call or email your

PRHYER
REQU

(252) 208-PRRY
harvesthelpers@embarqmail.com

The Harvest Helpers

Prayer Team would like

to pray for you!

"Be careful for nothing; but in every

thing by prayer and supplication

ujith thanksgiving let your requests

be made known unto God.

"

Philippians H:6 KJV

This is a ministry of

Home Missions

S. Evangelism of Original

Free Will Baptists.

Our Prayer Team will

PRRY for your

request. Your identity

and request

WILL BE
CONFIDENTIAL.



The 83 rd Annual Session

North Carolina Woman's Auxiliary Convention

of Original Free Will Baptists

March 13, 2010

Hosted by

The Central District Woman's Auxiliary

King's Cross Roads Original Free Will Baptist Church

Theme: "Facing the Day with Wisdom"

Scripture: "Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore, get wisdom: and with all thy getting,

get understanding."

Theme Song: More Like the Master by John Mohr

8:15 a.m. Registration, Refreshments, and Fellowship Jean Averette, Vice President

Nadine Crocker, Treasurer

8:45 a.m. Auxiliary Praise and Worship Choir

9:00 a.m.- 1:00 p.m. Joan Little, President

Three Session with different devotional speakers

Convention Choir and other special music

Woman's Auxiliary Life Membership Award

Convention business with installation of new 2010-2012 Convention Officers

Denominational Ministry Representatives

Breaks between each session

Lunch will be served in the Family Life Center—View Denominational Displays

Directions to King's Cross Roads Original Free Will Baptist Church

From Wilson, NC
Take US 264 East toward Farmville/Greenville

Take Exit 53 (NC 111/222) and turn left. Stay on NC 222 toward Fountain.

Go through fountain. Remain on NC 222.

Turn right on Seven Pines Road.

Church on right at intersection of Seven Pines Road and King's Cross Roads.

From Greenville, NC
Take US 264 East toward Farmville. Go approximately 7.2 miles.

Take Exit 66 (Wesley Church Road Exit). Turn right onto Wesley Church Road.

Go to the second stop sign (dead end). Turn right on NC 121 and go approximately 2 miles.

Turn left on Seven Pines Road and go approximately 4 miles.

Church at intersection of Seven Pines Road and King's Cross Roads.
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The Bible: Out JnfJM
Second Timothy 3:1 6-1 7 tells

us: "All scripture is given by inspi-

ration of God, and is profitable for

doctrine, for reproof, for correction,

for instruction in righteousness, that

the man of God may be complete,

thoroughly equipped for every good

work." Further, 2 Peter 1:21 "...for

prophecy never came by the will of

man, but holy men of God spoke as

they were moved by the Holy Spirit."

And Hebrews 1:1-2 says "God, who
at various times and in various ways

spoke in times past to the fathers by

the prophets, has in these last days

spoken to us by His Son, who He has

appointed heir of all things, through

whom also He made the worlds..."

The story of the Bible is the story

of the relationship of God and man-

kind, beginning with the creation itself

in Genesis 1 , and covers the period of

time of the origin of the human race

until the final consummation of the

age ending in the Book of Revelation.

The Old and New Testaments are the

written record of the long conversa-

tion God had with His people over

some 1500 years or more. Through

the Holy Scriptures, we can know
the will, purpose, mission, and mind

of God as He creates the world and

mankind.

Indeed, the Bible has served

through the centuries as the final

authority over the soul and in all

spiritual matters relative to God and

His creative purposes in history. In

The Articles of Faith and Principles of

Church Government for Original Free

Will Baptists (of the English General

Baptist Heritage), is a statement enti-

tled "Doctrine of the Holy Scriptures"

(Article 8): "We believe these are the

Old and New Testaments, that they

were written by holy men, inspired

by the Holy Spirit, and are God's

revealed word to man. We believe

that they are a sufficient and infallibly

true rule and guide to salvation and all

Christian worship and service" (p. 43).

This statement reflects the essence of
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Article 23 regarding the Old and New
Testament in the 161 1 "Declaration

of Faith" written by Thomas Helwys

after his small congregation had

separated from John Smyth, and just

before they returned to England from

Amsterdam. (A copy of this confes-

sion is in Dr. J. Matthew Pinson's

book, A Free Will Baptist Handbook,

Randall House Publications, Nash-

ville, TN 1998, pp. 123-131.)

The 1660 English General Baptist

Confession of Faith presented to King

Charles II on July 26, 1660, Article 23,

states "that the Holy Scripture is the

rule whereby saints both in matters of

faith and conversation are to be regu-

lated, they being able to make men
wise unto salvation, through faith in

Jesus Christ, profitable for doctrine,

for reproof, for instruction in righ-

teousness, that the man of God may
be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto

all good works (2 Timothy 3:15-17;

John 20:31; Isaiah 8:20)" (See Pinson,

p. 139.) The 1812 Former Articles are

a revised and condensed version of

The English General Baptist Confes-

sion of Faith which states in Article

7: "We believe the whole Scriptures

are infallibly true and that they are

the only rules of faith and practice"

(Pinson, p. 145).

Original Free Will Baptists have

affirmed the inspiration of the Scrip-

tures throughout our noble history

and continue to do so today. Thus the

Old and New Testament is the "Word

of God" to us and to all the world.

Thus, our Bible is both human and di-

vine in its origin— human in that God
spoke through human subjects as

they were moved and inspired by the

Holy Spirit, and divine in that God is

the ultimate Author and Originator of

Scripture. Inspiration was that mirac-

ulous process in which the Holy Spirit

influenced divinely chosen human
authors to produce the infallible and

authoritative writing which include

only those books commonly recog-

nized to be in the canon of Scripture.

e uuiae
By Franb& Harrison

Scripture has a double authorship,

and man is only the secondary author,

the primary author, through prompt-

ing and enlightenment of each human
writer, is God, the Holy Spirit.

Biblical scholar and teacher, Dr.

Robert P. Lightner, in his book Evan-

gelical Theology (Baker: Grand Rap-

ids, 1 986) says "the term inspiration

is from the Greek theopneustos. As

used in 2 Timothy 3:1 6, it means the

Scripture was "breathed out" by God.

This means the Holy Spirit of God su-

perintended the human writers in the

production of Scripture so that what

they wrote was precisely what God
wanted written.... Only the original

documents of Scripture are inspired,

not the copies and translations. To

say that Scripture is infallible and

inerrant is to say that it is incapable of

teaching deception or of failing in its

purpose" (p. 13).

William Evans, an evangelical

scholar and theologian, writing almost

a century ago affirms the central-

ity of the inspiration of Scripture in

his text The Great Doctrines of the

Bible (Moody Press: Chicago, 1912)

chapter seven "The Doctrine of the

Scriptures:" "the statements of the

Scriptures regarding inspiration may
be summed up as follows: Holy men
of God, qualified by the infusion of

the breath of God, wrote in obedi-

ence to the divine command, and

were kept from all error, whether they

revealed truths previously unknown or

recorded truths already familiar. In this

sense, 'All Scripture is given by in-

spiration of God,' the Bible is in deed

and in truth the very Word of God and

the books of the Bible are of divine

origin and authority" (p. 1 95).

For Jesus, what Scripture said—

God said, and he appealed to the

Scriptures as ultimate authority. He
was determined to obey God, His

Father, and He knew that in order to

do so, He must submit to Scripture

and do what stands written there. For

Jesus and the Jewish nation, the Old



Testament was the Word of God to

mankind. It was their "Bible." In His

disputes with both the Pharisees and

Sadducees, Jesus appealed against

their teaching to Scripture, making

Scripture the judge, and so did our

English forefathers. For them it was
"God-breathed."

For the Church and early Chris-

tians, the test of authority, of canon-

icity, was apostolicity. For them, the

teaching of the apostles is the teach-

ing of Christ. To receive them is to

receive Christ, and to reject them is to

reject Christ.

The formation of the New Testa-

ment, like the Old Testament is a long

and complex story. Yet the develop-

ment and recognition of the "canon"

of the New Testament is one of the

most important developments in the

thought and practice of the early

church. The term "canon" used in

reference to the Bible means the col-

lection of books which are received as

divinely inspired and therefore au-

thoritative for faith and life. Certainly

for us, who live in an age in which

the historical reliability of the Bible

is being questioned, it is crucial that

Christians know and are equipped to

demgstrate that Scripture is the infal-

lible repository of redemptive revela-

tion.

Following the Death, Resurrec-

tion, and Ascension of Jesus, the

early Christians treasured the words

of Jesus, quoting them, and holding

them as equal authority to the Old

Testament. Parallel with oral circula-

tion of Jesus' teachings were apos-

tolic interpretations of the significance

of His Person and work for the life of

the church. The letters of Paul were

also read and passed from one loca-

tion to another, as well as some other

writings that would eventually come
together to form the current New
Testament, written in Greek, while the

Old Testament was written originally

in Hebrew. However, the Greek lan-

guage was the most widely used lan-

guage during the New Testament era,

and the Old Testament was translated

into Greek which is called the Septua-

gint, or "Version of the Seventy," from

an old tradition of its having been pre-

pared by 70 learned Jewish scholars

of Alexandria sometime around 280

b.c, and was the version used by the

Evangelists and Apostles, according

to J. Patterson Smith, How We Got

Our Bible (Harper & Row, 1 899, p. 3).

The New Testament as we know
it was completed by 100 a.d., the

majority of the writings being in

existence 20 to 40 years before this,

the last being the Book of Revelation,

dated sometime between 96-1 00 a.d.

Unfortunately, the church does not

possess any of the original docu-

ments of either the New Testament or

Old Testament.

The earliest piece of any New Tes-

tament document in current posses-

sion is a tiny fragment of the Gospel

according to John, measuring only

two and one half by three and one

half inches, that belongs to a collec-

tion of papyri owned by the University

of Manchester. It contains about 30

words from the eighteenth chapter of

the Gospel according to John. It was
the first edited by a British paleog-

rapher, C. H. Roberts in 1935, and is

dated around 150 a.d. Still other parts

of the New Testament texts are com-
posed of several papyrus codices,

including several books, one of which

contains most of the text according to

John, dated about 200 a.d., according

to Dr. Bruce M. Metzger, a New Testa-

ment scholar.

The first list of the 27 books of the

New Testament, with none others,

is found in the Easter letter of Atha-

nasius, bishop of Alexandria, in 367

a.d. The early church had the task of

gradually sifting the writings in circu-

lation among the congregations, de-

termining which ones were apostolic,

that is written by an apostle or one

closely associated with the apostles.

Thus, the core of the New Testament

was well established by the end of

the second century, while other writ-

ings remained in debate through the

fourth century, such as James, Jude,

2 Peter, 2 and 3 John, and Revelation.

Early church fathers such as

Clement, Polycarp, Ignatius, and

Origen (1 85-254) used some books

of the New Testament and empha-
sized their inspiration by God. At

the close of the century, the Council

of Carthage (397 a.d.) decreed that

"aside from the canonical Scriptures

nothing is to be read in church under

the Name of Divine Scriptures," and

the current 27 books of the New Tes-

tament are listed.

Apostolic speaking on behalf of

Christ was recognized in the church,

whether in personal utterance or in

written form. Both the spoken word of

an apostle and the letter of an apostle

constituted the word of Christ to the

Body of Christ.

The oldest copies of the Bible as

we know it today is in the form of

three mostly complete manuscripts

dated from 300-450 a.d. They are

written in capital letters and without

any division between the words. They

are called uncial codices. These three

oldest manuscripts are the Alexan-

drian (Codex A), and is kept in the

British Museum; the Vatican (Codex

B) is in the Vatican Library at Rome;

and the Sinaitic (Codex Aleph), which

is on display at the British Library.

(This one was discovered in 1859 by

a German scholar in a monastery on

Mount Sinai.)

Today there are over 5,000 Greek

manuscripts of part or all of the New
Testament. By the time that printing

with moveable type was invented,

some 500 years ago, a mere 33

languages had any part of the Scrip-

tures, and when the Bible Society

movement began about 1 75 years

ago, the Bible existed in only 67 lan-

guages. (There are about 3,000 lan-

guages and dialects throughout the

world.) By the end of 1982, the entire

Bible was available in 279 languages

and at least one book of the Bible

in 1 ,763 languages, with about 600

translation projects currently under

way throughout the world, accord-

ing to the New Testament scholar, Dr.

Bruce M. Metzger, author of The New
Testament: It's Background, Growth,

and Content (Nashville: Abingdon

Press, p. 284).

The Scriptures, then, contain in a

supreme sense of the things that God
has to say, and they are needed for

(Continued on page 36..)
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(GIFTS continuedfrom
page 27...)

they had leased. The owner's son was
killed. Jesus, God's Son was crucified.

The similarities stop there— God's Son

was a gift. The owner's son died and

we hear no more about him. God's Son

died, but there was a resurrection and

today He lives and sits at the right hand

of God pleading and interceding for us.

Now since we talk of God's Son

as a gift, I want to you to think of gifts.

The word 'gift' is in the Bible 57 times

and the word 'gifts' 52 times. What is a

gift? By definitiion, a gift is "something

voluntarily transferred by one person

to another without compensation."

It's something you think someone
would like, something you hope they

will use, something they will appreci-

ate, something you put a lot of thought

into, something that shows you care.

Throughout the period of written history,

we have had indications that God has

tried to give the gift of Himself to His cre-

ation. Indeed He has given, but have we
received? What is there in us that keeps

us from accepting His gift once and for

all? It probably has something to do with

our inability to admit we have a real need

for God Himself. So long as we are the

givers, we are in control. When we are

the recipients, we give up too many con-

trols: hence we don't receive willingly— if

we have a choice. Christmas-tide marks

the time we celebrate the "Gift"— given

flesh and form and substance and a

name— Jesus, which literally translates

"saviour." Whoever knows he needs a

saviour knows the joy of Christmas.

The wise men brought gifts to the

newborn king— gold, frankincense, and

myrrh. Notice they did not exchange

gifts with each other—and the time of

the giving may have been several weeks

after Jesus was born. It was the custom

to give gifts to a king. So this was not

a birthday party for Jesus, but the wise

men from the east coming to honor a fu-

ture king. What is important, then? Most

of all, that He was born and that His

birth was the fulfillment of many proph-

ecies. And also important is what He
preached— His message—the Gospel

of the Kingdom of God. First Corinthians

4:1-2 (Amplified Bible) reads "So then let

us (apostles) be looked upon as minis-

tering servants of Christ and stewards

(trustees) of the mysteries— that is, the

secret purposes— of God. Moreover, it

is (essentially) required of stewards that

a man should be found faithful— proving

himself worthy of trust." And Romans
9:1 6 reads "So then (God's gift) is not a

question of human will and human effort,

but of God's mercy It depends not on

one's own willingness nor on his strenu-

ous exertion as in running a race, but on

God's having mercy on him.

Are you willing to believe that love is

the strongest thing in the world— stron-

ger than hate, stronger than evil, stron-

ger than death— and that the blessed

life which began in Bethlehem two

thousand years ago is the image and

brightness of the Eternal Love? Then

you can keep Christmas. And if you

keep it for a day, why not always? But

you cannot keep it to yourself. We must

tell others and share His love with them

as it saves us from our sins and gives us

the promise of eternal life.

How do we know there is a God?
We have conflicting letters in our paper

quite often. One writer is claiming God
is real, and another (probably an atheist)

is saying "prove it to me without quoting

Scripture." I have no problem believing

God is real— I look at the birth of a new
born baby, a tree budding out in spring,

a rose which comes from a bud and

forms a beautiful flower, the rain, the

wind, the sunshine, the snow, even tor-

nados and hurricanes. All of these and

many more things of nature point me to

a real God.

I think of the professor who was an

agnostic and boasted of his philosophy

whenever the opportunity to do so came
his way. He would tell his students,

"if you don't throw aside your faith in

God, and act in your own knowledge

and strength, you'll not get very far in

this world." One day, during a class,

the matter of "rain-making" entered the

discussion, so the professor inquired

hypothetically: "What help was faith in

God during the recent drought? A lot of

farmers got down on their knees and

asked God for rain. What did they get

in answer to their prayers? The Dust

Bowl! Do you know what they should

have done? They should have sought

help from science. Send a man up in a

plane, drop some chemicals on a cloud

and you get rain. No need of God there!

Are there any questions?" "Yes, I have a

question," replied one of the students.

"Who furnishes the cloud, if not God!"

Then there was a teacher who was
telling her class of the time when the

Lord Jesus fed the multitude with five

loaves and two fishes. She said, "And

of course you will understand, children,

that it does not mean that Jesus actu-

ally fed all those thousands with a few

loaves and fishes. That would have

been impossible. It just means He fed

so many people with His teaching that

they lost all sense of bodily hunger, and

went home satisfied." But an inquisitive

little girl asked her this question, "But,

Miss Smith, what was it that filled the

twelve baskets of fragments left over?" I

wonder how the two teachers answered

these two students.

Helen Keller once said, "So much
has been given to me; I have no time

to ponder over that which has been

denied." Do we spend more time grum-

bling and complaining than we do telling

God we love Him and telling others of

God's love?

God has said to us, "I love you. I

gave the greatest treasure that I have

for you, My Son." You know, I love every

one of you in this room. Stearle and I

have two sons and I'll be honest with

you. I would not give either one of them

to die in your place. I'm sure you feel the

same way about me. I don't mean to be

careless of your feelings, but I'm not that

strong; maybe you think me selfish (and

I do love you anyway). However, this is a

human love that we have. God's love is

so great, so much more than we could

ever imagine. We can't begin to under-

stand how someone could love us that

much. But He did and he does. I repeat,

God said, "I gave the greatest treasure

that I have for you, My Son. He was
born in a stable and died on a cross for

you. He is preparing a palace so you can

be with me for all eternity. I want you to

be my child. At the beginning you may
have to go without certain things, but

you'll find it's worthwhile." Christmas for

God meant a great sacrifice. What does

it mean for you? The message Christ

brought, and it's one for us to share, is

much more important than the day He
was born.

So, what are God's gifts to us?

Trust—we fly in a plane, we trust the pi
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lot, we go to a restaurant to eat, we trust

the chef, this morning we dressed, got

in our car and expected it to start. We
trust the car maker. A car pulls in front of

us, we press the brake and trust that it

will stop the car. We came in here, sat in

a chair, we trust the maker of that chair

that it would hold us. Why not trust the

author of this book, the Bible? He has

proven Himself true time after time after

time. If I make God's business my busi-

ness, then He will make my business

His business. That's trust in God— trust

to see me through anything I might face

in life.

God gives the Gift of Love—A letter

in a Dear Abby column years ago read

"Just about 1 4 years ago, our fam-

ily spent the Christmas holiday skiing

at Keystone, Colorado. On Christmas

morning, as is our custom, we were

all gathered in the living room, open-

ing our presents as the radio played

lovely carols. Our grandson, Peter, age

6, struggled up to me with a large box

he'd obviously wrapped himself with

many pieces of Christmas wrap and

lots of scotch tape. Placing it in my lap,

he said, "this is for you, Granddaddy.

I, of course, showed great excitement

to be receiving anything so large. With

great ceremony, I carefully unwrapped

it. I looked inside and said, "Well, Pete,

what a joke you've played on your old

grandfather—you forgot to put anything

in this box!" With a startled look, he

raised on his tiptoes, looked in the box

and then looked at me, saying, "Oh, no,

Granddaddy, I didn't give you an empty

present. I filled it with love!" In that mo-
ment, our 6-year old grandson gave us

a gift we shall never forget and taught us

the true meaning of Christmas and the

true meaning of love."

Some of the other gifts we receive

from God are mercy, grace, faithfulness,

patience, kindness, and salvation. Thank

you, Lord, for the gift of Salvation.

So, you see, we have received two

gifts— one at Jesus' birth (His coming
into the world as a human man) and one
at His death when we received the gift of

salvation.

I want you to now look carefully at

the candy cane placed on your table

and hold it in your hand. A candy cane
is more meaningful than just a sweet at

Christmas— It can remind us of Jesus.

Its shape is like a shepherd's staff. Its

wide red stripes remind us in Matthew

26:28 that Jesus shed His blood for our

sins. Its white stripes stand for purity

as we see in 1 John 1 :7 & 9 that by His

death we are made pure. The pepper-

mint flavor is similar to Hyssop, which

was used in biblical times for purifica-

tion. Psalm 51 :7 reads "Purge me with

hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash me,

and I shall be whiter than snow." Its

taste is sweet, as it is sweet to walk with

Jesus. Now turn the candy cane upside

down— it becomes a J for Jesus. Enjoy

your candy cane this season and think

of the special meaning of it.

As Christmas approaches, think

about giving gifts that won't cost very

much in money but a lot in involvement

and caring. People are unreasonable,

illogical, and self-centered and at times,

unloving. Love them anyway. If you do

good, people will accuse you of selfish

ulterior motives. Do good anyway. If you

are successful, you will win false friends

and true enemies. Succeed anyway.

Honesty makes you vulnerable. Be
honest anyway. The good you do today

many times will be forgotten tomorrow.

Do good anyway. The biggest people

with the biggest ideas can be shot down
by the smallest people with the small-

est minds. Think big anyway. What you

spend years building may be destroyed

overnight. Build anyway. Because only

what's done for Christ will last!

There are a couple of poems I would

like to share with you. Keep Christ in

Christmas. As now we celebrate His

Birth, the coming of Christ to earth, may
we, amid our joyous mirth, keep Jesus

first in Christmas! As chiming bells ring

out their lay, and hearts are merry, light,

and gay, remember it is His birthday-

Keep Jesus first in Christmas! Let's sing

of Him in carols sweet, let's lay our best

gifts at His feet and make the season's

joy complete— with Jesus first in Christ-

mas!

And then I want you to have a touch

of Christmas. Keep a touch of Christmas

tucked within your heart; keep a touch,

but share a touch, with those both near

and far. For Christmas speaks of giving

to each and everyone. Did God not give

at Christmas His own beloved Son?
Keep a touch of Christmas tucked within

your heart; Let its sacred meaning ne'er

from you depart. Keep a touch, but

share a touch with those along life's way,

that each may come to realize the truth

of Christmas Day. And Charles Dickens

once said, "I will honor Christmas in my
heart, and try to keep it all the year."

Think about the little drummer boy

who said, "What can I give Him, poor as

I am, if I were a shepherd, I would bring

Him a lamb, if I were a wise man, I would

do my part, but what can I give Him? I

will give Him my heart." Be sure to give

your heart to God, not only for Christ-

mas, but every day of your life.

I never cease to be amazed at the

way God put things together Mr. D.C.,

I did not know you were going to have

us sing Christmas carols at the begin-

ning and that you would sing "Away in a

Manger." One of my very favorite Christ-

mas carols (and I have many) is that very

one and it is such a simple one. Listen to

the words— "Away in a manger, no crib

for a bed. The little Lord Jesus laid down
His sweet head. The stars in the sky look

down where He lay. The little Lord Jesus

asleep on the hay. The cattle are lowing,

the baby awakes, but little Lord Jesus,

no crying He makes. I love Thee, Lord

Jesus, look down from the sky, and stay

by my cradle till morning is nigh." And I

especially like the last verse— "Be near

me, Lord Jesus, I ask Thee to stay, close

by me forever and love me, I pray. Bless

all the dear children in Thy tender care,

and take us to heaven to live with Thee

there." What a great gift!

I like to do acrostics and as I worked

on one for GIFT, I did several, but this

became my favorite one—God and I

Forever Together— GIFT. In the days

ahead, think of words you can use to

give meaning to the word "GIFT." Merry

Christmas to all of you...and I pray it will

be the most blessed one you have ever

had.

Let us pray—Thank you, Lord, for

your GIFT to us. It didn't come in a box,

was not wrapped in paper, had no bow
on it and was at no cost to us. But what

a great cost to You! You gave your only

Son and we, as humans, have difficulty

appreciating the greatest Gift ever given.

Thank you, thank you, Father. May we
learn to be more grateful, appreciative,

and loving as we share with others. We
give You all the praise for this day. In

Jesus name, we pray, Amen.
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(GUIDE continuedfrom
page 32...)

the full understanding of His purpose

and for life according to His will. A
person may read the Bible from Gen-

esis to Revelation, study it, memorize

it, and yet the Bible may not be doing

for them one single thing of what God
brought the Bible into existence to

do. It was brought into existence that

men and women might understand

God's purpose, what He made the

world for, what He is doing with it,

what the outcome of it is to be; that

humanity might have reconciliation

with Him, that the elements in their

heart that are hostile to God might

be daily and sufficiently overcome in

Christ.

The Bible was brought into ex-

istence that men and women might

find and might serve Christ, and bring

the Kingdom of God into the world,

as they lived as new creatures, to be

salt and light to the world according

to Jesus. It is only in proportion as the

Holy Spirit, who loves to dwell in the

Scriptures, works in them and works

in their hearts as He is permitted by

us to work, that something happens,

which makes the Word of God a living

reality that grips us. Under the work

of the Holy Spirit "...the word of God
is quick, and powerful, and sharper

than any two-edged sword, piercing

even to the division of soul and spirit,

of joints and marrow, and discern-

ing the thoughts and interests of the

heart" (Hebrews 4:12).

The Canon of Scripture may be

closed, but the work and inspiration

of the Holy Spirit has not ceased. As
Christians, we believe that there is

no literature in the wold where the

revelation of God is given so fully as

in the New Testament Scriptures. The

life that comes to us is not from the

record in itself, but from communion

with Him whom the record testifies.

Through His own Spirit, we com-
mune with Him. It is the living Christ

of whom the written records testify. It

is the living Christ we want to find and

to whom we make our commitment
as Lord and Savior.

If one goes to the New Testa-

ment, to the early Christian fathers, to

Martin Luther and to the great men of

the Reformation, one shall find that

what they meant by the infallibility of

the Bible was this: if you set yourself

before it with a child-like spirit, and

a humble heart, God would infallibly

find you and you would find God.

Then we will discover who He is and

that He is with us even unto the end

of the world!

Indeed, the Old and New Testa-

ment constitues the Word of God to

us. What an infallible guide God has

provided for us!

JOHN
MACARTHUR

Do you have any idea who Jesus really is?

"What you think ofJesus Christ will thoroughly color how you think about every-

thing else," writes John MacArthur. This is a critical truth in the life of every believer.

Our view ofJesus affects the way we view God, the world, ourselves, and every one of

our decisions. These days, Jesus is often portrayed as a pacifist, a philanthropist, or a

docile teacher. He strikes a plastic—and sometimes pathetic—pose in the minds of

many. Some prefer the meek and mild Jesus who heals the sick, calms fears, and speaks

ofpeace and goodwill. These things do represent a portion of the Messiah. But tragi-

cally, too many have never been exposed to the rest of Him. They have never seen a full

360-degree view of the Savior. Until now. Like an investigative journalist on a mission,

bestselling author and teacherJohn MacArthur walks through the gospel records and

shows you a remarkable and compelling picture of the Jesus you can't ignore.
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the Original Free Will Baptist

MONTHLY PLANNER

2010
CJragmont Assembly Month

This is a calendar of major denominational events. Also included are some regular holidays and special days/seasons of the Christian year.
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30 31 / 2 J 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12
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13 14 15 16 17 18 19
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21 22 23 24 25 26

Christian Cadet Conference

27 28 29 30 1 2 3

PeeDee Youth Conference

COMING soon:
July 1 1 , 2010—Children's Home Homecoming
August 1-6, 2010—Cornerstone Retreat at Cragmont

September 10-12, 2010—Emmanuel Retreat at Cragmont RECEIVED

JUL 01 2010
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REFLECTIONS
with C. H. Overman

This Year's National Day of Prayer
For the first time since its inception, the National Day

of Prayer was declared unconsitutional by Judge Barbara

Crabb. In her ruling this past April, Crabb stated that the

law creating the National Day of Prayer is an unconstitu-

tional call to religious action. From our perspective at this

time, it is likely that more prayers were offered this year

than in most previous years. Let's hope and pray that the

present administration's appeal will be heard and the

judge's ruling overturned.

It was my privilege to attend a National Day of

Prayer service on May 6 at the new First Free Will Baptist

Church near Kinston, NC. It was hosted by our Home
Missions and Evangelism Ministry, with the director,

the Rev. David C. Hansley, directing the service. Special

prayers were offered for our nation, our government, the

military, our education system, the media, businesses,

families, and our church. Various ministers participated

in the service. Music was provided by the Rev. Buddy
Sasser and the Rev. Bryant Hines.

A bill proclaiming an annual National Day of Prayer

was unanimously passed by both houses of Congress on

April 17, 1952. President Truman signed it into law. The

bill required the President to select a day for national

prayer each year. In 1988, Congress set the first Thursday

in May as the NDP. President Reagan signed it into law

on May 5 of that year.

The history of our nation verifies that our founding fa-

thers and those who followed recognized the importance

of prayer. In 1775, the Continental Congress designated

a time for prayer in forming a new nation. On February

19, 1795, President George Washington proclaimed a

day of public thanksgiving and prayer. Others followed:

James Madison, Thomas Jefferson, Abraham Lincoln,

etc., recognizing the spiritual impact of calling upon the

Supreme Being of the Universe. Would we have ever

imagined that prayer would ever be declared unconsti-

tutional, thus twisting the intent of those who framed

the Constitution and declared: "Congress shall make no

law concerning the establishment of religion, or the free

exercise thereof"? We must pray as never before. One
of our basic freedoms is being attacked. And it must be

defended.

The NDP chairperson is Shirley Dobson, wife of James

Dobson of Focus on the Family. The Rev. Franklin Gra-

ham is this year's honorary chairman. (Let's remember
to pray for the Rev. Graham who is standing firm in his

beliefs relative to the Christian faith, that Jesus and only

Jesus is the way to Heaven.)
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1233 North Fork Road • Black Mountain, NIC 28711 • 828.669.7677 • www.cragmontassembly.com CRAGMONT ASSEMB LY

Cragmont Assembly, Inc.

The Beloved Retreat Center for Original Free Will Baptists

BYJOHN WILLIAMS
Director of Cragmont Assembly

Mission Statement

"To operate, maintain, and expand a

conference center and place of retreat

for all Original Free Will Baptists and

seekers after Christ, who will come to

Cragmont to experience Inspiration,

receive Instruction, and participate in

Recreation directed towards spiritual

growth."

History of Cragmont

Cragmont Assembly was established

in 1945 by the Original Free Will Bap-

tists of North Carolina. The property

formerly housed the privately-run

Cragmont Sanatorium. The initial

purchase price of $10,000 was raised

within 90 days, buying some 116 acres

on the slopes of Mount Allen, just

north of Black Mountain, North Caro-

lina. From the very beginning, Crag-

mont was to be a place of assembly for

our people. . ..And so it is.

Cragmont can be characterized by
three words: decision, discipleship,

discovery.

Place of Decision

One of the directions Cragmont has

taken is to be a place of decision. This

takes on particular forces during the

summer months when youth both

from within and outside of our de-

nomination come to Cragmont to learn

about the Gospel; come for the first

time.

Seeds of salvation and commitment
are planted in young hearts and minds

making Cragmont a place where many
have come to Christ and answered

God's calling. Here in the setting of the

mountain, God's creation serves as a

perfect backdrop for considering God's

Word and listening for the Spirit. The

distractions here are few. The presence

of God is abundant.

Place of Discipleship

As a place of discipleship, Cragmont
is the year-round setting for churches

to come for retreats. These retreats are

as different as the people within them.

But there is a common thread in them
all; a spirit of discernment for what
God's will is in our lives. For some

groups it is summarized in the wor-

ship service before going home. For

others it is the nightly devotional that

pieces together an idea or concept. And
still others shape their whole visit here

around some topic or theme. How-
ever it's done, the church groups and

retreats that come to this place are why
Cragmont means so much to the spiri-

tual direction of our denomination.

Place of Discovery

Cragmont is truly a place of dis-

covery. People have found revelation

after revelation about themselves, their

world, their God. Some come seeking

answers and others come away with

questions that will shape and affect

their lives. In this place, people have

come to realize the need for salva-

tion, for devotion, for living in Christ.

People have to look at their world with

new eyes.

All of this is possible here because

God has made it so through the work
of His people.

This is truly "The People Place."
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CRAGMONT YOUTH CONFERENCE
June 14-19, 2010

Angela Mattox

112 Whooping Crane Lane

New Bern, NC 28562

252.671.7176

CHRISTIAN CADET CONFERENCE
June 21-26, 2010

Joey Williams

139 Windyfield Dr.

Goldsboro, NC 27534

919.734.9080

PEE DEE YOUTH CONFERENCE
June28-July 1, 2010

Buddy Sasser

6263 Blalock Road

Lucama, NC 27851

919.734.3320

20I0 SUMMER
SCHEDULE

YOUTH FRONTIER CONFERENCE (YFA/AFC)

July 5-10, 2010

Frankie Baggett

5403 Weyerhaeuser Rd.

Ayden, NC 28513

252.746.7850

GENERAL YOUTH II CONFERENCE
July 12-17, 2010

Brad Williamson, Director—252.752.5846

Wilma Parker, Registrar—252.522.0967

PO Box 6423

Kinston, NC 28501

GENERAL YOUTH I CONFERENCE
July 19-24, 2010

Bryant Hines

7946 Bear Grass Rd.

Robersonville, NC 27871

252.792.5745

YOUNG PEOPLE'S BIBLE CONFERENCE
July 26-30, 2010

Chuck Owens
1 506 Washington Ave.

Weldon, NC 27890

252.536.2202

Semi-Annual Layman's League Meeting & Spiritual Retreat

June 4-5, 2010
Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. No man that warreth entangleth himself with the

affairs of this life; that he may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier (2 Timothy 2:3-4).

Theme: Warriors After God's Heart
We will examine who the true soldiers in God's army are, and we will further see what they look like.

Friday, June 4: Rose Hill OFWB Church—Central Conference

6:30 p.m. Meal furnished by Host Church
Business Session: Speaker—TBA

Saturday, June 5: Disaster Relief Building—Kinston, NC
8:00-9:00 a.m. Breakfast ($5) and Fellowship

9:00-9:45 a.m. Church Security & Safety:

Speaker— Brother C.B. Landreth

10:00-10:45 a.m. The Duty of the Usher

Speaker— Brother James Gurganus
11:00 a.m.-1 2:00 p.m. "Warriors After God's Heart"

Speaker— Brother Roosevelt Baxter
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Healing Deep Wounds:
Youyij Folk andPrejudice

BY MARC BOSWELL
I was very pleased to read Wyatt

Harvey's most recent article in The Free

Will Baptist, May 2010. In the article, he

makes a stirring call tor the youth of the

OFWB denomination to lead the way
in changing the current prejudices and

divisions that he believes are dividing

the body of Christ. In fact, he states

that it is not only a call which we should

pursue, but it is our responsibility. I

highlight the word "our" because at 25

years of age I still like to consider myself

a "young person," though I admit I'm

not always up to speed on the intrica-

cies of youth sub-culture. Nonetheless,

I do fall into that ambiguous category

of a "twenty-something," and I feel like I

can honestly take on the title of "young

adult." (At least I should while I still can.)

In light of my youth, I would like to

offer a few responses to the article from

the perspective of at least one OFWB
young person; a young person who
has tried to take seriously the biblical

call to resist racial and ethnic preju-

dice, as well as prejudice in its many
other forms, which I will not address

in this article. While I was reared in the

OFWB understanding of the Christian

faith from the time of my birth, I really

started taking my faith seriously when
I began worshipping in a predomi-

nately black church at the age of 16. I

worked with the bi-vocational, African

American pastor of the church, and he

became a deep friend, a mentor, and

a ministerial colleague. This gentleman

participated in my ordination service

five years later, and in the meantime we
traveled together, led worship together,

and preached together. I continued to

worship in my home OFWB church on

Sunday mornings, but I made it a point

to be at any revival service he preached

(which included services in Virginia and

Kentucky).

In addition to the pastor and my
home church, his congregation took

me in and nurtured me between the

ages of 1 6 and 22. These were forma-

tive years as I pursued my theological

education, and the call that is lifted up

in Wyatt Harvey's article became deeply

embedded in my spirit. I know that I

simply would not be where I am in my
Christian faith today if it had not been

for the warmth, encouragement, guid-

ance, and friendship of many African

Americans and their congregations

throughout eastern North Carolina.

During these years, I became increas-

ingly sensitive to many of the "explana-

tions" used to describe why Christian

churches were "the most segregated

places" in the country on Sunday morn-

ing, as the saying goes. I, too, heard

more than once that "blacks and Mexi-

cans have their own churches; they

don't need to worship with us." While

this sort of argument infuriated me, and

perhaps rightfully so, I have since be-

gun to realize a few things. In an ironic

way, there is an element of truth buried

in this line of thought. "Blacks and

Mexicans," to use the language in the

argument, do not actually need to wor-

ship with us [white people]. The person

making such a statement is actually,

unwittingly right. I have been fortunate

to worship in many black churches,

and I have discovered that they don't

need us or our churches. They have

vibrant, moving, and thriving churches

and worship services whether we know
it or not, and whether we choose to

extend our Christian fellowship to them

or not. The same is true for the growing

Latino congregations in eastern North

Carolina.

Of course, this sort of argument is

borne out of a way of thinking which

truly does not want or desire people of

color to worship in our predominately

white congregations. Racism and xeno-

phobia are certainly not far away with

arguments such as these. This leads

to my second observation. To pro-

claim that it is now the responsibility of

OFWB youth to heal certain prejudices

and divisions in our churches is quite a

tall order, to say the least. I have seen

young ministers and young adults liter-

ally be asked to leave a congregation

because they have sought to shoulder

this responsibility. In choosing to faith-

fully address our deep history of racial

tension in the southern United States,

a minister may risk his or her position

in the church, and young persons very

well may be told to take that "sort of

talk" elsewhere. (It is also usually as-

sociated with 'liberal' ideas young folk

learn in 'liberal colleges and universi-

ties.')

Therefore, while I welcome the chal-

lenge in Wyatt Harvey's article to take

up our mantles and face the demon of

prejudice which runs amok in our cul-

ture, I also know that this is not some-
thing which will always curry favor with

loved ones, congregation members, or

deacon boards. My response, thus, is

that young folk cannot do this alone.

Regrettably, young folk and young min-

isters may choose to remain silent in the

face of adversity. Imagine how fun it is

to pack your home and family and move
to another town because you spoke out

against prejudice and consequently lost

your job. However noble and righteous

it actually is, it's not exactly the most

enticing proposition.

Additionally, young people are not

automatically less prejudiced than our

elders are. The attitudes, jokes, re-

marks, and lifestyle choices which per-

meate our congregations do affect the

way that we (young people) view people

of color. Past generations have created

and nurtured environments of prejudice,

and young folk can't magically make
them disappear. While I appreciate the

charge to heal these divisions, this is a

"family affair," to use a lyric from Sly and

the Family Stone.

So, while I appreciate the trust and

faith placed in young folk to actually do

something about this problem, I simply

want to make sure that we're all on the

same page. We can't do this without

the encouragement and support of our

wider OFWB family. We (young folk)

have seen the way you (older folk)

(Continued on page 31...)
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Has Your Pastor Had a Birthday Recently?
BYDONALD FADER

It hasn't been that long ago that I

attended my first conference meet-

ing as a newly licensed minister.

Even back then it was a requirement

of the Eastern Conference that all

ordained and licensed ministers at-

tend. So I went with my dad who, at

that time, was pastoring White Oak
Grove Church in LaGrange. Actually

the church is located in the Buck-

lesbury community right down the

road from Jenny Lind, really. While

I cannot recall where the conference

was held I remember noticing that I

was the youngest person to answer

the role call.

The years have passed and today

I am far from the youngest in at-

tendance but I am certainly not the

oldest. I take great comfort in the

fact that I am not growing older

alone. I am in fine company with my
fellow ministers in our Convention.

It seems like all of us are having

birthdays and they seem to be com-
ing with increasing frequency.

In the late 80s, the Minister's

Program sent out a series of surveys

of our ministers to help determine

average compensation, demograph-

ics, and age. That resulted in the

publication of the "Basic Compensa-
tion Brochure" which is published

annually by the Minister's Program.

The first survey indicated that the

average age of our ministers was
48. To provide a contrast here the

average age of an American worker

in 1992 was 36.6 and the FWB pastor

was around 52.

Subsequent surveys began to

indicate an alarming trend which
was that the average age of the FWB
minister was increasing at an unsus-

tainable rate. Today the average age

is 58.5. If the average age continues

to increase at the present rate in, 10

years the average age of the minis-

ter will be 63. While getting older

is a good thing, as opposed to the

alternative, ministers reach a point

in their life when they are no longer

able to maintain the rigors of the

full-time pastorate.

The Minister's Program has

been a ministry of the Convention

of Original Free Will Baptists for 70

plus years. It was brought into exis-

tence by the Convention in an effort

to assist ministers who were passed

over by the "New Deal" program

called Social Security. Originally

known as "The Board of Superannu-

ation," its purpose and goal was to

help pastors prepare for retirement.

Through the years the Minister's

Program has advocated for our

pastors by encouraging churches to

work with their pastor by provid-

ing living wages and assisting him
in planning for his retirement. Ask
yourself this question. Is our church

funding our pastor's retirement at

a level that will allow him to retire

with the dignity worthy of a person

who has given their life in the high

calling of ministry?

One of the most important things

that the Minister's Program does is

administer a top flight retirement

program that allows churches and

ministers to work together in plan-

ning for a retirement that is suffi-

cient to meet his family's needs. The
Minister's Program is in the promise

keeping business. Whether it is to a

retired minister, a widow, an older

minister at Christmas, or a young
minister starting out, we have made
and continue to make promises to

those we serve.

The church/ pastor relationship is

a covenant. Promises made, prom-

ises kept.

Father's Day (June 20, 2010) has

been set aside by the Convention as

Minister's Program Sunday in the

local Church and your support of

the program helps us do some pretty

positive things for ministers within

our denomination.

Last year the Minister's Program

published a "Guide to the Church/

Pastor Relationship." The relation-

ship between a congregation and her

pastor is critical to the ministry and

the success of the local church. It is

only by working effectively together

that the church is able to meet its

calling and carry out the teachings

of the "Great Commission."

The value of this guide will be in

providing the reader with a per-

spective on an issue that may help

resolve a potential problem. This

publication is intended to be a guide

and should not be used in setting

policy, rules, or for governance.

Since the church's ministry and the

pastor's prospects are dependent on

the decisions made at the local level,

the future for both depends in large

part on the relationship that exists

between the pastor and the pew.

It is to our churches, pastors,

and Original Free Will Baptists

throughout the Convention that we
dedicate this book and hope that it

will prove valuable as we make our

way through this spiritual journey

which God has called each of us. A
copy will be made available to every

church and pastor and additional

copies will be available at a nominal

cost.

Most of the promises that the

Minister's Program makes involve

finances. Did you know that during

this past year your church, through

its support of the Minister's Pro-

gram sent $150 to every minister

age 65 and older in our denomina-

tion? This was a total of over $15,000

through an annual project called

Christmas Cheer.

Your gifts fund the administra-

tive costs of the Ministers Retire-

ment Program, Minister's Widows
Plan, and the Surviving Minister's

Program. That way every dollar

(Continued on page 27...)
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OFWB Sunday School Ministry

Mission Statement: The mission of the Original Free Will Baptist Sunday School Board is to assist churches in de-

veloping the knowledge, skills, and attitudes that will enable people to go, teach, and make disciples in each of our

communities.

Vision Statement: The vision of the Original Free Will Baptist Sunday School Board is to maintain its commit-

ment to teaching and learning for everyone while remaining true to the belief that the message of salvation comes
through Jesus Christ, the Son of God.

We believe we will maintain this commitment by:

• promoting the overall improvement and growth of the local Sunday Schools,

• providing a qualified resource person or team of persons to facilitate appropriate learning opportunities for

the church and other organizations,

• promoting and /or developing practical teaching and learning materials that will enable people to understand

the need to balance the study of the Scriptures with building relationships and evangelism,

• sponsoring workshops and seminars to promote and enhance Christian education,

• continuously praying and searching for strategies to equip people to respond to God's call according to each

individual's unique gift,

• adhering to the Articles of Faith and Principles of Church Governmentfor Original Free Will Baptists (Of the English

General Baptist Heritage).

The 14 different areas of service offered by the ministry are designed to enhance the ministry of the OFWB Conven-

tion in every way we can. This ministry searches and designs workshops/seminars, using diversified methods to

fulfill the various themes set by the Convention each year.

For further information, please contact:

Mrs. Mary Dudley, Director

OFWB Sunday School Ministry

P.O. Box 39 • 3926 Lee Street • Ayden, North Carolina, 28513

252.746.4963 (Phone) • 252.746.7993 (Fax) • 252.559.3327 (Cell Phone)

Email: director@ofwbsundayschool.org • Website: www.ofwbsundayschool.org
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LIFE Mobile Ministry

Learning Is For Everyone
To further add to the Sunday School Board's Statement of Commitment, we are

beginning a Mobile Ministry in partnership with the Free Will Baptist Press to carry

the Word of God anywhere He leads. We will carry resources provided by the Press

including Sunday School literature from various companies, VBS programs, books,

music, video tapes, DVD's, Bibles, commentaries, many study materials, diversified

gifts for men, women, and children, worship items, hymn books, sample robes,

stoles, catalogues, communion items, bulletins, sample invitations, and any other

items that we feel might be needed by people over our country. We have so many
small churches in rural areas that have no access to Christian Education resources

that need to be reached. Some of the possible places to which we would go include

the following:

• Each Annual Conference
• Each Auxiliary Convention

• Annual Conventions
• Any of our churches
• Community festivals

• Harvest Festivals at any of our churches
• Local community fair events

• Travel with the Harvest Connection to disaster locations to provide help

• When conducting VBS events, we would have everything needed in one vehicle

• Any camping events at Camp Vandemere and/or Cragmont
• Set up at various churches, advertise our presence, and ask folks to come in

to view the materials, engage in troubleshooting conversations, engage in small

workshops/seminars on site

• Set up our laptop computers for a computer teaching session

• Travel and provide any assistance we can to Sunday Schools and Churches

that are in need.

•

We encourage each individual, Sunday School class, auxiliaries, church, and any

other organizations within your congregation to help us in this venture. The Sunday
School Ministry will own the vehicle, provide drivers, and teachers and the Press

will keep it stocked with resources for sale. It is a completely new venture for both

ministries and with your help we can succeed in spreading God's Word.

We, the members of the Original Free Will Baptist Sunday School Board, believe

that God is answering prayers and opening doors of service. He has blessed this

Board as we have grown through the 70 years of our existence, therefore, we believe

that if we step out on faith, He will continue to bless us as we work for Him. All nine

members plus the director and assistant share the same vision for our work and will

continue to do so.
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BYJOSH BARFIELD, MOC Student

Have you ever been through a

depressing situation where you feel

as if it is never going to end or be

solved? Well, I have experienced a

situation like this recently here at

Mount Olive College, and I am sure

there are many other people here and

out in the world who can agree that

these situations are very troubling.

The situation I have been dealing

with had almost drained me dry on

account of all the worry and such

that occurred because of it. This all

spurred from a lack of courage and

humility from my part. It's almost

like I let the situation linger on and

on and it got worse by the minute.

Now by neglecting my responsibility

to help work it out, the consequences

are piling up. I have missed a very

important part of my friend's life and

this is all on account of my ignorance.

For the sake of other parties involved

I do not want to elaborate too much,

but I am sure you know exactly the

kind of dilemma I am talking about.

This particular article is not about

me and this specific situation, but

on how do we, as college students

I Don't Remember
and human beings, deal with situ-

ations like this. As I said earlier, we
all go through things like this. Take a

moment to think about all the times

you have argued or had controversy

with family and friends. Sometimes

when people are disputing, family

members go years without talking

to each other because we cannot find

the humility to forgive others. People

fight, bicker, and file lawsuits over

things that could be dealt with by

simple amnesty. So why do we let

things like this escalate until they are

broken beyond repair? Why do we
covet our pride-fullness in spite of

relieving our pain? It hurts so much
to be consumed everyday with the

feeling of guilt, or on the other hand,

the pain inflicted by someone else's

mistake. But no matter the trans-

gression, should we not forgive that

person to ease their heart and ours?

This is a touchy subject that I have

not completely worked through yet.

As a Christian, I believe completely

in forgiveness for others when it is

not deserved because I know I have

been forgiven many times when my
merit fell short. So without a better

answer, I will leave you with this

story that I believe puts forgiveness

in perspective.

There is a bishop in town who hears

ofa woman who has been having visions

ofJesus. He is a skeptic, so he calls her up

and investigates. On the phone he asked

her "have you been having visions of

Jesus?" She responded just as he thought

and said, "Why yes I have been having

visions ofJesus. " So the Bishop, being

the skeptic that he was, asked the woman

if she would ask Jesus somethingfor him

the next time she had a vision. He said,

"The next time you have your visions,

ask Jesus what sins I confessed the last

time I went to confession. " She agreed

and they hung up the phone. Afew weeks

later the bishop hears that she had been

having her visions ofJesus again and he

went to see her at her home to inquire

about his question. He asked her ifshe

remembered what he had asked her to do

and she said, "Yes. " He asked her what

Jesus said. The woman took the bishop's

hand in hers and said, "I asked Jesus

what sins you confessed the last time you

went to confession, and his exact words

were, 'I don't remember.'" So, may we

forgive as we have been forgiven.

Campus Pastor Position at MOC
Mount Olive College at Mount Olive has initiated a search for a Campus Pastor. The Campus Pastor is respon-

sible for serving as the liaison for the College to the churches of the Original Free Will Baptist Convention and

with other churches in the Mount Olive and surrounding communities. The Campus Pastor will develop and

implement weekly chapel services, extend pastoral care, and attend to personal crisis situations in the lives of

students, staff, and faculty. The Campus Pastor also has part-time teaching responsibilities in the Department of

Religion. This position is a full-time, 12 month administrative assignment.

Qualifications include: Must be an ordained minister in good standing in a denomination of Christian faith,

preferably in the Convention of Original Free Will Baptists. Must be able to manage complex issues creatively

and effectively and have excellent written and oral communication skills. Must have-strong initiative and self-

motivation and be able to work independently or as part of a group. A Master's of Divinity degree or equivalent

required; terminal degree is preferred.

Applicants should submit a cover letter, resume, and contact information for at least three professional/personal

references to Mr. Steve Sweet, Director of Human Resources, Mount Olive College, 634 Henderson Street,

Mount Olive, NC 28365 or electronically to <ssweet@moc.edu>. Electronic submission using MS Word encour-

aged. The search will begin immediately and will continue until the position is filled.
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Opportunities at

OUNT OLIVE COLLEGE
New Freshman Orientation, Saturday, June 19, 2010 and Friday, July 9, 2010

High school seniors who have applied and been accepted to Mount Olive College, and their parents, are invited

to attend orientation for new freshmen beginning at 9:00 a.m. The day will consist of information sessions about

academics, student life, and preparing a fall class schedule. Contact Admissions at 800-653-0854 or <admissions@

moc.edu> to let us know how many will be in your party.

For High School Seniors

High school students and their families can schedule a private visit by contacting <admissions@moc.edu> or 1 -800-

653-0854. Our admissions staff will also be glad to help arrange for you to meet those who can help you with your

financial aid planning.

ACT Test Planning

Students planning to attend MOC in the fall of 201 0 may be allowed to take the ACT at MOC. To learn more

about signing up for the test and date it will be offered, contact Jamie Massengill, Asst. Director of Admissions, at

<jmassengill@moc.edu> or call 800-653-0854.

For College Transfers

Class schedules for summer and fall are located online at <www.moc.edu>. Click on academics, then calendars and

schedules. Student planning to transfer to Mount Olive College for summer or fall 201 0, can complete our free online

application at <www.moc.edu> and have transcripts sent to Tim Woodard, Director of Admissions, 634 Henderson

Street, Mount Olive, NC 28365, 1 -800-653-0854, <twoodard@moc.edu>. Call Tim for an appointment soon! Classes fill

quickly.

One Night a Week Programs

One night a week programs for adults who need the convenience of evening higher education opportunities are available

at New Bern, Jacksonville, Mount Olive Evening College, Research Triangle Park, Wilmington, and Washington. Mount Olive

College has 7 locations where adults can enroll in one night a week programs. All programs meet from 6:00-1 0:00 p.m.

on the same night every week. To make contact with an Admissions Representative at one of our locations, call 800-NEW
GOAL.

Evening College at Mount Olive

Early Childhood Education begins 6/1/10

Health Care Management begins 6/3/1

0

Mount Olive College at Jacksonville

Early Childhood Education begins 6/14/10

Management and Organizational Development begins 6/1 7/1

0

Mount Olive College at New Bern

Management and Organizational Development begins 6/3/1

0

Early Childhood Education begins 6/7/1

0

Heritage Associates Degree begins 7/1 3/1

0

Mount Olive College at Research Triangle Park

Management and Organizational Development begins 6/1/10

Heritage Associate Degree Program (HP) begins 6/7/1

0

Early Childhood Education begins 6/9/1

0

Mount Olive College at Washington

Contact Admissions at MOC Washington for summer opportunities.

Mount Olive College at Wilmington

Contact Admissions at MOC Wilmington for summer opportunities.
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Looking for a Family Vacation

Destination?

Look No Further!

Available:

Location:

Features:

Check in:

Mount Olive College's Pelletier Creek House

5 miles from Atlantic Beach

Access to Bogue Sound

Pelletier Creek House

4704 San Juan Circle

Morehead City, NC 28557

Deep water boat dock, conference room, deck, sleeps 14 adults and several

children, 5 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, kitchen, den, cable TV & VCR, quiet

neighborhood

4:00 PM Checkout: 11:00 AM

Seasonal Rates: (Memorial Day thru Labor Day)

Weekly - Monday thru Monday or Friday thru Friday $ 1 ,300.00

MidWeek* $ 500.00

Weekend* $ 500.00

Nightly* $ 150.00
* Split weeks and nightly will be scheduled during the "season" however subordinate to renting full weeks.

Off-Season Rates:

Weekly

Mid-Week
Weekends

$ 1100.00

$ 400.00

$ 400.00

For more information, contact Margaret Wells at Mount Olive College at 919-658-7743

or 1-800-653-0854 Ext. 1281 or email mwells@moc.edu .

No pets, alcohol, or smoking please.

Make your summer vacation plans TODAY!



MOC & Craven CC Partner to Enhance College Transfer

Pictured: Craven Community College President Dr.

SUBMITTED ARTICLE

Mount Olive College (MOC) and
Craven Community College (CCC)
have reached a partnership agree-

ment that will enhance and expand
options for community college

students. The Mount Olive College

Advantage (MOCA) allows associ-

ate degree graduates from Craven

Community College to transfer

seamlessly into the full range of

bachelor degree programs at any of

Mount Olive College's six locations

in eastern North Carolina.

Under the arrangement, which
was formally signed on Friday

April 23, CCC students are eligible

to apply for all state and federal

financial aid. Other components of

the agreement include:

• Mount Olive College will guar-

antee admission and a seamless ac-

ceptance of 64 credits from Craven
Community College Associate of

Arts or Associate of Science gradu-

Caiherine Chew and Mount Olive College Preside

ates with a CPA of 2.0 or higher into

all Mount Olive College degrees in

accordance with the North Carolina

Independent Colleges and Univer-

sities Comprehensive Articulation

Agreement.
• Provide guaranteed admission

and acceptance of appropriate

transfer hours, up to 64 credits from

AAS programs with a minimum
CPA of 2.0 on a 4.0 scale.

The partnership between MOC
and CCC is what Dr. Philip P. Ker-

stetter, President of Mount Olive

College, says will create an excel-

lent opportunity for community
college students to continue their

education and prepare them for the

future.

"This agreement is in keeping

with the commitment of Mount
Olive College to offer high qual-

ity education," said Kerstetter.

"Whether you're a student involved

in traditional programs, or one who

nt Dr. Philip P. Kerstetter

needs the flexibility of our degree

completion programs, we want you

to have the chance to finish a four-

year degree."

CCC President Catherine Chew
says the agreement gives Craven

students a great option for earning

a bachelor's degree close to home.

"Our goal always is to create as

many options for our students as

we can," she said. "We are excited

about this enhanced partnership

with Mount Olive College and the

opportunities it will offer our stu-

dents to continue their educational

endeavors."

The MOC—CCC partnership

enhances Mount Olive College's re-

lationship with the North Carolina

Community College System, as a

participating member of the North

Carolina Comprehensive Articula-

tion Agreement.
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MOC & Campbell University Divinity School
Sign Agreement

SUBMITTED ARTICLE

Ministers and

students in eastern

North Carolina

interested in graduate

theological education

can now apply for

dual admission at

Mount Olive College

(MOC) and Campbell

University Divinity

School (CUDS) as a

result of an agreement

of understanding

between the two
institutions. On Friday

April 16, Dr. Philip P.

Kerstetter, President of

Mount Olive College

and Dr. Jerry Wallace,

President of Campbell

University, signed an

agreement that will

allow MOC students

to be simultaneously

admitted to CUDS on a conditional

basis that the students meet all

CUDS admission requirements.

Students accepted into the

program will be given "special

status" with CUDS while

completing bachelor degree

requirements at Mount Olive

College. MOC students will have

access to educational opportunities

sponsored by Campbell University

Divinity School that could

include continuing educational

opportunities, Bible Lands Study

Tours, faculty interactions, Chapel

services, guest lectures, and
other appropriate programs, and
activities.

Additionally Mount Olive

College students will receive

admission counseling services

to ensure they are on the right

academic track towards pursuing

the master of Divinity degree,

14

Pictured: Dr. Philip P. Kerstetter, President ofMount Olive College and Dr. Jerry Wallace, President of Campbell University

and they will be eligible for

consideration for all available

financial aid, including Campbell

University institutional scholarships.

The partnership will help make
divinity school more accessible for

current and prospective students,

and ultimately increase the number
of graduating theologians from

Campbell University Divinity

School.

"We are pleased to form this

partnership with Campbell

University Divinity School,"

Kerstetter stated. "Mount Olive

College is always looking for

ways to transform education

by presenting new and exciting

opportunities to our students

that give a clear pathway to their

future. We look forward to seeing

an increase in the number of Mount
Olive College students entering the

Divinity program at Campbell."

Wallace said, "For over a decade,

the Campbell University Divinity

School has been committed to

preparing men and women of

faith to serve their individual

communities. We are excited about

the opportunity to partner with

Mount Olive College to prepare a

new group of students for service."

The Campbell Divinity School

was founded in 1996 with the

mission to provide "Christ-

Centered, Bible-Based, and Ministry-

Focused" theological education.

The School offers five disciplines

of study—the Master of Divinity,

the Master of Arts in Christian

Education, the Master of Divinity/

Master of Business Administration,

the Master of Divinity / Master of

Arts in Community Counseling, and

the Doctor of Ministry.



MOC Students Place in State PBL Competition
SUBMITTED ARTICLE

Seven Mount Olive College stu-

dents recently received awards at the

State Leadership Conference Com-
petition of the North Carolina State

Chapter of Phi Beta Lambda (PBL)

held in Charlotte.

First and second place winners will

represent the State PBL Chapter at the

National Leadership Conference in

Nashville, TN this July.

Kayla Faulk of Whiteville received

first place in Business Communica-

tion. Kristen Johnson of Ivanhoe

received first place in Client Service.

Brian Parnell of Lucama (Wilson First

FWB, Wilson County), 2009-2010 NC
PBL Eastern Region Vice President,

received second place in the Inter-

national Business and Management
Concepts categories, and Alex Scott

of Warsaw received second place in

Computer Concepts and fourth place

in Digital Video Production.

Audrey Owens of Wilson (Wilson

First FWB, Wilson County) received

fifth place in Macroeconomics. Ken-

neth Jones of Dudley received fifth

place in Sports Management & Mar-

keting, and Temias Gavin of Faison

received eighth place in Business

Communications and Accounting

Principles.

At the conference, Jeremy May of

Princeton, 2009-2010 NC PBL State

President, was inducted into Who's

Who in NC Phi Beta Lambda. In

addition, Dr. Kathy T. Best, received

her four year adviser certificate, and

Back Row L-R: Jeremy May, Temias Gavin, Kenneth Jones, Alex Scott, and Brian Parnell (First

FWB Church of Wilson, Wilson County). Front Roiv L-R: Audrey Owens (First FWB Church of

Wilson, Wilson County), Kayla Faulk, and Kristen Johnson.

Sonya McCoy (Hugo FWB Church,

Lenoir County), Assistant Professor of

Business was recognized for 26 years

as an Adviser as well as for serving on

the State Awards Program Commit-

tee.

The Mount Olive College PBL
Chapter was recognized for their con-

tribution to the NC PBL Foundation,

Inc. Scholarship Fund as well as the

General Fund, and received the Terry

Lowrance Leadership Award, recog-

nizing the Chapter for outstanding

projects and participation in state and

national activities and programs. Cer-

tificates of participation in the State

Leadership Conference Leadership

Development Program were awarded

to Kayla Faulk, Kristen Johnson, Brian

Parnell, Alex Scott, Temias Gavin,

Kenneth Jones, and Audrey Owens.

Phi Beta Lambda provides oppor-

tunities for students to enhance their

self-confidence and leadership skills,

sharpen public speaking skills, build

friendships, apply money manage-

ment techniques, network with busi-

ness leaders, and acquire job readiness

skills. The Phi Beta Lambda national

organization is operated in coopera-

tion with the United States Office of

Education, the American Vocational

Association, and the National Busi-

ness Education Association.

CHURCH & MINISTRY
POSITIONS AVAILABLE

SEEKING PASTORATE POSITION:

The Rev. Jonathan L. Best is available for fill-in ministry. The Rev. Best is a Mount Olive College graduate

and is currently finishing his M.Div. at Campbell Divinity School. He is reliable, dependable, and experi-

enced with fill-in ministry. He can be contacted at 91 0-514-321 1 or at <jonathanlbest@hotmail.com>.
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Accessibility Within the Church:

BY SCOTT BROADWAY
Many people have told me over the

years that the Americans with Disabili-

ties Act (ADA) does not apply to the

church because of the separation be-

tween church and state. While the laws

governing the act do not actually apply

to churches, with the exception of new
church construction, there is biblical

evidence that accessibility should be

a top priority for churches. Because of

the nature of the Gospel of Christ, ac-

cessibility should be a greater concern

among Christians today more so than

it is in the secular world. Scripture

instructs us to bring people to a saving

knowledge of Christ and to become
His disciples. There is a disconnect

between salvation and discipleship

among individuals with disabilities.

The Church wants them to become a

Christian, but doesn't seem to want

to make a way for them to become
disciples. Becoming disciples of Christ

requires being in fellowship with other

believers. To be in fellowship, one ac-

tually needs to be able to get to church

and then get in the church building.

In Mark 2:1-5 and Luke 5:17-20,

Scripture shows how the people cared

enough to make home modifications

so that their paralyzed friend could

see Jesus and be healed. In the same
way, I believe that we should make
churches accessible in every area of

ministry from the pulpit to the parking

lot. Skeptics may ask, "Why bother?"

or say, "It will cost too much!" The

Pharisees that were gathered that

day did not understand why Jesus

was forgiving the sins of a paralytic

man. The Pharisees, just like today's

skeptics, questioned the motives and

reasoning behind the accessibility of

the Gospel. Skeptics would say there

are only a few people with disabilities,

so why undertake such a costly project

for the few? From the 2000 Census,

the National Organization on Disabili-

ties (NOD) reports that there are some

1 ,274,935 people with disabilities,

equaling 16.4% of North Carolina's

population (www.nod.org). If one thinks

in terms of percentages, this means
that there are 1 6 people out of 1 00

that have some type of disability. For

a church of 100 people, there could in

fact be 16 people with a disability.

There are many different types

of disabilities, not just the obvious

physical disabilities. There are sensory,

physical, mental, and cognitive dis-

abilities. The Harris Survey of Ameri-

cans with Disabilities has shown with

consistency that one's faith is just as

important to them whether or not they

have a disability. Approximately 57%
of Americans with or without a dis-

ability indicated that their faith was

of extreme importance to them and

some 27% indicated it was of some
significance (www.nod.org). This tells

me that Christians need to rethink their

evangelism strategies and discipleship

training to include everyone.

Jesus told us to go into the entire

world and preach the Gospel so that

ALL people can come to a saving

knowledge of Him. Jesus' message

was not for some— but ALL. In the

same way that the Gospel message

is for everyone, so should the church

building be able to be accessed by

ALL. The physical building is just one

aspect of accessibility, but the one

that is the hardest to implement. Many
churches are old, historic structures

and may even have special codes to

follow from the local historic district.

Other churches may not simply have

the funding to make the necessary

accommodations. Despite these

obstacles, there are ways around them

and churches should make every ef-

fort to make their building accessible

in every way, even if there is currently

no one in their church with a physical

disability. Imagine for a moment that

you were the paralytic man (or woman)

that wanted to see Jesus. Your friends

came to your house to pick up your

bed and carry you to see Him where

He was teaching but the crowd was

so large you could not get through

the doors. How would you feel? What

would you want your friends to do?

Now, imagine that you are in a wheel-

chair or physically disabled and there

are steep steps with no ramp into the

church. Would you feel welcome and

accepted? What would your friends

do? Would they carry you to the roof

like the friends of the paralytic man?
Another aspect of making a church

accessible is teaching and worship

materials. As mentioned before, there

are more than just physical aspects

of individuals with disabilities. There

are also cognitive and mental disabili-

ties, as well as the visual and hearing

impaired. Jesus presented the Gospel

where everyone could comprehend it.

When the Pharisees questioned what

He said to the paralytic man, Jesus

asked which is easier to say? Jesus

first wanted to minister to the paralyt-

ic's soul, and then to his physical body.

Jesus looked past his disability and

rewarded his faith by ministering to his

spirit. This is what must be done in the

classrooms of our churches and in the

pulpit. Teaching and worship materials

should be age-appropriate but should

also address the cognitive abilities of

the audience. Materials should also be

available in large print and Braille for

the visually impaired. In addition, there

should be an interpreter or special au-

dio equipment for the hearing impaired

or Deaf.

In conclusion, I am very passionate

about the issue of making the Gospel

and discipleship accessible to every-

one. I myself am disabled and have

faced some of these issues. The Bible

tells us in Matthew to "ask and you

shall receive, knock and the door shall

be opened unto you." Let us open the

door without hesitation to anyone that

may wish to enter into His Kingdom—
and into His House of worship.

Ifyou have any questions or com-

ments regarding this article, or acces-

sibility in general, please contact Scott

Broadway, Wheels on Fire for Christ

Ministry, 809 Oriental Ave., Kinston,

NC 28504. He may also be reached by

phone at 252-268-1368 or by e-mail at

<scott.broadway@woffcm. org>.
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God at My Right Han
I grew up with a strong work

ethic. I was a diligent student from

day one of kindergarten, and this

diligence continued through all of

my college years. My great-grand-

mother, Celia Hart Garris (a mem-
ber of the Ayden Free Will Baptist

Church), was a powerful influence

on this facet of my developing

personality. Though she never said

it, as I look back, I know that she

clearly believed with St. Paul, "Faith

without works is dead."

For far too long I carried my bur-

dens of work alone. I was a believer,

but I had never assimilated that God
is with us constantly to help shoul-

der our burdens. Eventually, in a

moment of peak insight, I realized

that His help is a free offer, with no
strings attached at all. God wants

to help us. We are not cast adrift in

a world of woe to make our way
alone. We do not do good works to

merit heaven. We cannot achieve

our way into God's grace.

This peak experience came one

night in a solitary hotel room in Dal-

las, Texas, while I was attending a

national conference of the American

Library Association. It was the sum-

mer of 1979, and I had just finished

my course work toward the Ph.D.

It was an ironic time to come to the

conclusion that God wanted to help

me in my daily pathway. Here I was,

poised at the completion of college

for me, and I realized that I had fool-

ishly tried to prepare for my voca-

tion, through years of toiling in my
schooling, totally on my own.

I had prayed for long hours in the

evenings of my final year of course

work, a time just prior to my days

and nights in Dallas. So I was pre-

pared mentally for this realization.

But what useless effort I had ex-

pended on studying without aware-

ness that God was there, all along, at

my right hand.

I might have been a good student,

but surely I had been a slow learner.

I was 31 when I spent that brief

week in Dallas. The last six months
of my college work flew by easily,

including preliminary examinations

for the degree. I now knew that I

wasn't meant to climb that educa-

tional ladder all alone.

So many times we see religion as

an ethical faith only. We know that

Jesus prayed long and hard for his

Father's will, but we seldom real-

ize that God is at our right hand at

all times. He wants to help. We are

not to see the Deity as far above us,

removed from our daily lives. We
are meant to see that He is with us

always, that He is interested in all

the mundane matters with which we
are so concerned. It is quite possible

that we dwell on the meaningless,

and that God recognizes this mean-
ingless far better than do we. But

even when we pray about the little

matters, the things that shouldn't

matter, he is there to help us find

our way through these concerns. No
concern of ours is too small for God
to reach out and help pave the way
ahead.

Thirty-one years were a long time

to be misguided about God's help.

But I would like to think that I have

seldom repeated that mistake in the

30-odd years later.

Free Will Baptist Press Foundation, Inc.

Ayden Bible Bookstore Kinston Bible Bookstore New Bern Bible Bookstore
3928 Lee Street 123 North Queen Street 1232 South Glenburnie Road

Ayden, NC 28513 Kinston, NC 28501 New Bern, NC 28562
(252) 746-6128 • (800) 849-3927 (252) 527-2843 • (800) 875-8049 (252) 638-6193 • (800) 875-8048
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Relief Efforts During the Winter
BALCHIKAND VARNA, BULGARIA

BY WILLEM VAN DER PLAS:

The real winter began on January 13

and lasted until the third week of March,

followed by cool and rainy weather in April.

During the winter months we have been able

to help a large number of people, because

we could save some relief money during the

summer months.

Works of Compassion which our OFWB
Church was able to offer in Balchik: We
prepared more than 2,100 meals for small

children, elementary school children and
teenagers. Additionally, they received also

vitamin C daily The Church provided more
than 500 simple, but nutritious, food packets

to suffering, hungry families and retired

people in need. One hundred-sixty-three

persons received help for their medical

expenses. The members of the handicapped

people club have been supported with meals

three times. Eight young people received

support for their studies. For babies, children,

youth, and adults we received high-quality

used clothes which helped the families who
lacked good clothes for the winter.

Relief Aid in Varna: About 60 persons

received 99 meals of soup and bread two
times per week in our OFWB Church
building. Forty-eight persons, who had no
proper winter clothes and lacked shoes,

could be helped. During extreme cold days

the building has been open for people who
had no fuel for their heater at home. They
were served hot herbal tea.

Though the temperatures have been low in

April, the people could gather many snails

during rainy days. The quality was excellent

and the spring snails are healthy for the

stomach; they are edible until about May.

People were also able to fish on popche, an

ugly, small fish with a big head, which came
close to the shore in April.

With the people here we are thankful

that the Lord has been providing in His

wonderful ways. We are touched by your

faithfulness and contributions to our

OFWB Missions, which make it possible to

witness Jesus Christ through the works of

compassion too. The Lord surely will bless

you for this.
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Lift Up Your Eyes And Look On the Fields
Medical Mission Team—Philippines, April 6-22,2010

BY GWEN KENNEDY
Bumping down a rocky, dusty

road on the island of Mindanao,

traveling outside of Valencia City,

our medical mission team was on

our way to a small church named
Tangantangan. Jeepneys and trikes

loaded with people and products

passed by. We turned down one

road and then another driving

deeper into the rice farming lands.

As I looked out the opened

window, avoiding the occasional

dust storm from the road blow-

ing in, I saw rice fields in various

stages: some were flooded, some
were green, some were golden

topped, some with workers reap-

ing the harvest, and some with

workers spreading out the rice to

dry. I heard a comment about the

scenery and the connection to the

fields and harvest in the Bible. The

noise of traveling drowned out the

remaining conversation and my
attention re-

turned once

again to the

scenery.

In the qui-

etness of my
home while

reflecting on

the mission

trip to the

Philippines

my thoughts

returned to

the fields,

how they

were an
excellent

example of

what we had
witnessed

during our time on the islands.

John 4:35-38: Say not ye, There are

yet four months, and then cometh

harvest? behold, I say unto you, Lift

up your eyes, and look on the fields;

for they are white already to harvest.

And he that reapeth receiveth wages,

and gathereth fruit unto life eternal:

that both he that soweth and he that

reapeth may rejoice

together.And herein

is that saying true,

One soweth, and

another reapeth.

I sent you to reap

that whereon ye

bestowed no labour:

other men laboured,

and ye are entered

into their labours.

Baptismal ser-

vices, church

dedications, and
medical clinics

demonstrated the

understanding

of Jesus words,

seeing the fields, sowing, reaping

eternal life, and rejoicing together

On the island of Palawan at

Puerto Princesa 13 people were

baptized, at Balacan 10 people

were baptized, and at Plaridel 17

people were baptized. The ages

Medical Mission Team

ranged from youth to senior citi-

zens. Scriptures of encouragement
in their new life in Christ was read,

songs such as "I Have Decided to

Follow Jesus" were sung, the new
believers were prayed over, and
they demonstrated the dying of

self and the new life in Christ Jesus

by the baptism of water. Two ser-

Gxven and Karen checking vital signs.

vices were by the sea and one at a

river. We worshiped God together

and rejoiced together for the gath-

ered fruit unto life eternal (v. 36).

Seeing the field white already to

harvest (v. 35), three new church

buildings were dedicated to the

service of God: Plaridel FWB
Church, Palawan, Church of the

Living God in Tubigon, Bohol, and

Risen Lord Church at Maa, Davao
City, Mindanao. The pastors and
their congregations have prayed

for several years for a building

to use to worship God and teach

others about Jesus. In the prayers

of dedication the pastors stood

with uplifted hands, tears in their

eyes, and words overflowing with

thanksgiving to God and for the

people who sent funds for these

buildings and requested the build-

ing be used to bring glory to God,

giving God all glory and honor.

Both he that soweth and he that

reapeth may rejoice together (v. 36).

While our medical team worked
in the clinics to meet the physical

needs of the people, the pastors

and church leaders were work-

ing to meet their spiritual needs.

After the people visited the doctor,

they met with one of the pastors

or leaders for spiritual counseling,

whether it was prayer or sharing

(Continued on page 20...)
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Annual Conference of FWB Churches in Mexico
BY RAQUEL AGUERO:

The Free Will Baptist Churches in

Mexico held their Annual Confer-

ence on April 24. Each church an-

nounced its plans of work (spiritual

and material) for this year. There

were approximately 169 people in

attendance, surpassing the atten-

dance of previous years. The main
theme was "Spiritual Gifts in Ac-

tion," based on Romans 12:3-8 and 1

Corinthians 12. The Reverend Eliseo

Rodriguez Torres brought the mes-

sage.

There were also various activities

in each department (Women, Men,

Children, Youth and Pastors). Every-

one took part with enthusiasm.

Something that I observed in this

type of meeting is that each day

there is more unity and friendship

within the Church.

It is expected that each plan of

God, written on paper, will be car-

ried out without hindrance and with

good results and each member can

put into action his talent. To God be

the glory!

(LIFT UP YOUR LIFE
continuedfrom page 19...)

the plan of salvation. There were
a total of 825 men, women, and
children who
received

medical care

during the

seven clin-

ics on the

islands of

Palawan,

Bohol, and
Mindanao.

I sent you

to reap that

whereon ye

bestowed no

labour: other men laboured, and ye

are entered into their labours (v. 38).

How is God sending us at home to

enter into their labors? We may not

be able to go "labor" in the fields

but when we financially support

OFWB International we are "enter-

Harold and Pastor Dagot baptizing 10 new believers.

ing into their labors." From
the child who needs cleft

palate surgery or the boy
who needs a heart proce-

dure, to the

pastor's

mother who
accepted

Jesus as her

Savior, you
are a part of

them know-
ing the love

of Jesus with

your support.

When we pray for

the workers in the

fields and for new
labors to be sent out unto the unbe-

lieving people, we are supporting

their work. Matthew 9:37-38 says,

Then saith he unto his disciples, the

harvest truly is plenteous, but the la-

bourers are few; Pray ye therefore the

Lord of the harvest, that he will send

Church dedication at Plaridel FWB Church, Palawan,

Philippines.

forth labourers into his harvest. Our
Filipino brothers and sisters are

praying for our work in our fields

as well. We labor together in the

fields of harvest for the same Lord,

just on different continents.

"Our God oi; Grace often gives

us a second chance, but there is

no second chance to harvest a ripe

crop."—Kurt von Schleicher
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and a
Significance in Christ as a Young Adult

with Wyatt Harvey

There can be no doubt that

our youth and young adults in

the body of Christ have great

importance. Without youth, without

the young adults, there would be

no future. Their place is more than

established; it is Ordained. It has

been so for a very long time.

Ever has our Lord Jesus made
a place for all who would come to

Him. The young hold in their grasp

the reigns to the future. They stand

poised to move onward, in a world

that often hates and despises

light and the Christian way, and

they make themselves ready to be

the carriers of the almighty God's

Word. And, they do it in spite of the

opposition they know will come.

The young will bear the blessings

and the call of Jesus Christ long

after most of us have passed away
from this world.

It is for these things that we
need not only to train and guide

our younger members, but we
also need to celebrate them,

and celebrate their work and

accomplishments. The Christian

does not work for praise or

celebration, but we need to offer

them as our up and coming warriors

for Christ, so that they will not tire

and will not falter. The fact reminds

me of Barnabas.

In the book of Acts, we met
a young Joseph, a Levite from

Cyprus, whom the apostles

called Barnabas. They called

him that because it meant Son
of Encouragement. Well, most of

us know about Barnabas and his

work for the Lord Jesus. He went

here and there with the apostles,

aiding and encouraging them, and

empowering them with support,

with love, and with all he had to

offer, most of the time from the

sidelines, out of the spotlight. He
helped many, perhaps most of all

Saul, who we know best when he

was renamed Paul.

Barnabas did not strive to be the

headliner, the keynote speaker, the

figure of interest. His love and help

was sincere and true for the Lord

Jesus; he was content that others

should be heard and have a chance

to teach, and he would just see to it

that they had all they needed when
doing so. Barnabas was a key figure

in the work of the apostles and was
among the very first ever called

Christians, at Antioch, but he did

not seek recognition for the name of

Barnabas. He sought recognition for

the name of Jesus.

I think of Barnabas in this

context for a couple of reasons.

Though most of us, including

myself many times, would love to

be a Paul, or a Peter, or a James,

the fact is pure and simple that

we need a lot of people who can

love and work like Barnabas. Not

the greatest speaker. Not the key

figure. Not the center of the lesson

or the teaching senior or the leading

mind on the scene. Just a servant-

minded Christian, with Jesus as the

center of his heart. That is all that

ever matters, and Barnabas got

that.

So, when I think of how the

youth and the young adults are the

future, I think of how many of them

will be the next figures of teaching,

and preaching, and leading, and

some of us will be the Barnabas to

them as they come to their places.

We need to have that Barnabas

love and devotion, to Jesus, and

to those we serve. To do that, we
neea to be mindful at all times that

we do not let "aged maturity" lead

us to shun our young ones as they

come into positions of attention

in our midst. Despite age and so

on, we need to love, respect, and

help those God calls to serve in

key positions in our churches with

Barnabas love.

We also have to teach our

young adults and youth that being

Barnabas may seem less flashy and

so on, but it is truly a most honored

position. Many of them coming up

may want to sing the solo, they

may want to preach the morning

sermon, they may want to teach the

nightly lesson. However, there are

those who do not possess the drive

nor feel the call to do so. We need

to be certain that those people have

the heart-felt knowledge that they

are every bit as important to the

body of Christ, as they aide and

support those who do have those

callings. There is no T in team,

and it takes a body. We cannot all

be a head; indeed, if we all were,

who would be the foot? The hand?

Keep Barnabas in mind today.

Remember, he who is first shall

be last, and he who is last shall be

first.
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A Glimnse at Our Past
On May 23, 2010, the

Home reached another

milestone; 90 years of

Christian child care.

Featured are photos of

different events that

have taken place over the

course of those 90 years.

r \

Campus Needs
Cleaning Supplies

Personal Hygiene Items

(Soap, Antiperspirant for boys and

girls, and Body wash.)

Trash Bags (1 3 gallon or larger)

Twin Size Comforters (Bed in a bag)

Golf Cart Batteries (Call for Details)

Cookware (heavy duty)

Bed Pillows

Storage Bowls

Double A Batteries

Wii Games (Rated E)

Sports Posters for Boys' Cottages

Heritage Hall Renovation Project

Glider Rocking Chair

inside— call for details)

New Luggage or Duffel Bags

Summer Trip Sponsor ($2,000)

Have questions? Call the
Development Office at
(252) 235-2161.

Change For Children Campaign 2010

Our Change for Children Campaign
has come to a close. Thanks to all

who participated in making this

campaign a success!

Please join us for the

7th Annual Paper
Products Drive

Friday, July 16, 2010
7: 1 5 p.m.

Carolina Mudcats
vs.

Montgomery Biscuits

Paper products/cleaning supplies

will be collected at the gate to

benefit the Free Will Baptist

Children's Home.

For ticket information, call Josh

Bridges at (919) 269-CATS.
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Wow! We asked for the warm
weather and we got it. Summer is

here already! Spring time has been

awesome here at the camp. We've had

a women's conference, a scrapbook

retreat, two church retreats, two family

reunions, an Easter sunrise service

and several RV campers. Nearly every

group has added to their numbers this

year. As of the end of May, we've had

approximately 380 people here already!

I have talked to some of our summer
camp directors and they indicate that

the number of campers in their summer
camp groups will increase this year

also. Isn't that wonderful? That means

more people will have the opportunity

to come to know Jesus! He is still in the

saving business, although we seem to

take that for granted sometimes. He can

take an old, sinful, worn out, good for

nothing human soul and make it clean.

He can turn nothing into something!

He can do anything.

Have you ever thought about what

our blood represents in us? It represents

life itself. Without the blood that flows

through our veins, we could not live.

So it is that without Jesus Christ, we
can't have life everlasting. Our blood

carries oxygen to all of our body.

In other words, it distributes all the

necessary things all over our bodies so

that we can live. There is no substitute

for it in us, just as there is no substitute

for Jesus. Only through Him can we
have everlasting life. The other thing

about our blood is that it carries all the

infirmities to the organs that filter out

the waste and the unnecessary things.

It gets rid of the things we don't need.

Praise God! Thafs exactly what God
did for us when He sent Jesus to die on

the cross. He sent Him so we would

have a way to salvation, an opportunity

to change the condition we were in

when each of us were born into this

world. His blood was shed so that our

sins could be removed. What a mighty

and loving God! While I was yet a

sinner, He gave HIS life for me. Isn't

God good?

I will include the summer camp
schedule in my newsletter for the next

two months. Also, one of our camps
moved to the week of July 4 this year

and left a vacant week in August. The

week of August 16-20 is available for a

summer camp. I would really like for

someone to consider starting another

summer camp for this time period.

Pray about it and call me when you
decide. I'm trusting God to bless in this

area!

Again, I will mention that we are

having new activities this year at the

camp. Some items have been donated

already for these activities. We are

still in need of monies for two pellet

rifles and two bow and arrow sets, if

your church or group would consider

funding the equipment for one or more

of these activities. We have received

funds to purchase a new paddle boat

and probably enough to mend some
of the older ones we already have. We
do appreciate all the financial help we
receive so we can have these items for

our campers to enjoy.

God bless you, and have a wonderful

June!

2010 Camp Vandemere June & July Schedul

June 7-10 Woman's Conference

June 1 4-1 8 Daniel's Chapel

J u ne 2 1 -2 5 General Youth Camp I

June 28—July 2 Lighthouse Keepers

Stumpy Quinn—252.638.6406
Judy Kennedy—252.298.431 1

Walt Tyndall—252.753.5005

Tim Heath—919.809.0045

July 6-8

July 12-16

luly 19-23

July 26-30

Crusaders Camp

General Youth Camp 2

New Bethlehem

First Baptist of Wilson

acnd.
oat thf L$kt and tkH

Cristy Ramsey—910.358.2103
AngieToler—252.244.1850

Ashley Trogden—252.322.5552

Wesley Taylor—252.514.3222

Sandy Williams—252.745.9840

Doug Radford—919.734.4602
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Friendship Original Free Will Baptist Church
Trenton, NC

BYDR. W. BURKETTE RAPER
Early History

Although the exact date for the

organization of Friendship Church

is not known, there is significant in-

formation on its history in the Free

Will Baptist Historical Collection at

Mount Olive College and the Regis-

ter of Deeds Office in Jones County.

The minutes of the General

Conference of Original Free Will

Baptists record that the Church was
received into membership during

its session in November, 1878, mak-
ing the Church more than 132 years

old. Representing the Church at the

conference that year were the Rev-

erend G. W. Harrison, and twelve

lay members. By 1898, the member-
ship had grown to 118 members,
and by 1950 the membership had
reached 190. Unfortunately, in later

years many of the records of the

Church were lost due to the failure

to preserve and transmit this infor-

mation to succeeding clerks.

Pastoral Services

Through the years, the Church
has been served by many well-

known pastors, including: Duffy

Toler; J. C. Griffin; J. R. Bennett; L.

H. Wetherington; J. W. Alford;

R. N. Hinnant; James A. Evans;

Clifton Rice; Melvin Everington; C.

B. Hansley; Joe Crumpler; Edward
W. Miles; W. Burkette Raper (where

he met his wife, the former Rose

Mallard, and where they were mar-

ried in 1951); and Donald Fader,

the current pastor, who has served

since 1992, a period of eighteen

years—the longest tenure in the his-

tory of the Church.

The Church Cemetery
From the Jones County Regis-

try, we know that the property on
which the Church is now located

and the adjacent cemetery was
deeded by Sarah E. Morton to the

trustees of the Church on March 26,

1906. Trustees at that time were S.

Barker, W. R Mercer, and J. W. Mal-

lard, Sr.

Notwithstanding that there are

no verifiable records for dates of

the first burials, it is evident that

the cemetery was in use at the time

the site was deeded to the Church.

Some of the early grave markers

were made of wood, which have

since deteriorated, leaving no leg-

ible identification. The earliest

death date on a stone marker is Au-
gust 25, 1891 at the grave of Frances

Scott Smith, wife of Elias Smith.

The cemetery is indeed historic.

For more than a century, it has

become the final resting place on
earth not only for families of the

Church but for the larger commu-
nity served by the Church. More
than four hundred (400) people

now lie buried there, and family

plots await many more. Included

in this number are many prominent
citizens who have provided distinc-

tive leadership in both civic and re-

ligious affairs. It is worthy of note

that the minister who represented

Friendship Church at the time it

was admitted to membership in the

General Conference of Original Free

Will Baptist, and his wife are both

buried in the Church cemetery.

"Their maker reads: "Reverend

George W. Harrison, November 27,

1849-December 1, 1925 and wife

Edith Morenda Heath Harrison,

September 22, 1858-August 22,

1918."

For these reasons, there is a keen

awareness by the declining mem-
bership of Friendship Church—cur-

rently 59—that adequate measures

should be taken to assure that the

cemetery receive for generations

yet to come the perpetual care that

those who rest there deserve.

This respect for the hallowed

ground where their parents, grand-

parents, children and other loved

ones now rest is shared by both the

current members and those who no

(Continued on page 26...)
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The Rom W. and Annie B. Banks Endowment
BYDR. W. BURKETTE RAPER
Rom Mallard was born

in "Mallardtown" and
Annie Banks was born in

"Bankstown," two adjoining

communities which largely

make up the larger commu-
nity served by Friendship

Original Free Will Baptist

Church. They were married

January 30, 1927 by the late

John W. Alford, one of the

prominent Free Will Baptist

ministers of his time, and
who at one time served as

pastor of Friendship Church.

Through forty-six (46) years

of marriage, Mr. and Mrs.

Mallard were active mem-
bers of Friendship Church.

For many years, Mr. Mallard

served as church treasurer,

while Mrs. Mallard served as

Church pianist and teacher

in the annual Vacation Bible

School. Both were long-time

Sunday School teachers.

Beyond the local church, they both

provided extended denominational

services: Mrs. Mallard in the Eastern

and State Woman's Auxiliary Con-

(FRIENDSHIP continued
from page 25...)

longer live in the Friendship com-
munity. The spiritual heritage of

church and home rests deep in the

human heart, and it was out of ap-

preciation for this heritage that the

"Rom W. and Annie Banks Mallard

Endowment" has been established

by members of their family.

The North Carolina Foundation
For Christian Ministries

The Mallard Endowment is man-
aged and invested by the North
Carolina Foundation For Christian

Ministries, a Christian charity to

which individuals, families, church-

es and related organizations may
make gifts for charitable, religious,

ventions; and Mr. Mallard as clerk

and treasurer of the Fifth Eastern

Union Meeting, and treasurer of the

North Carolina State Convention

of Churches, where he served for

twenty-six years (1943-1968)—the

educational and humanitarian

purposes. A nonprofit corporation

formed under the laws of North
Carolina, the Foundation is rec-

ognized by the Internal Revenue
Service as an organization which is

exempt from taxation under 501(c)

(3) of the Code. As such, gifts to

the Foundation are tax-exempt.

Chartered in 2005, the Founda-
tion currently manages and invests

thirty-one (31) permanently en-

dowed funds to which gifts totaling

approximately $2 million have been

made.
Those interested in more informa-

tion on endowments with the North

Carolina Foundation For Christian

Ministries are cordially invited to

contact:

longest tenure yet in that of-

fice. In 1984 Mrs. Mallard was
awarded a Life Membership
Certificate by the Free Will

Baptist Woman's Auxiliary

Convention.

Being farmers, they were
both participants in a wide
range of farming and commu-
nity activities, including work
in Jones County, North Caro-

lina and national Farm Bureau

programs. Mr. Mallard was
a veteran of World War I and
Mrs. Mallard was active in the

American Legion Auxiliary.

The breath of their church

and community service was
excelled only by the deep in-

ner spirit of their lives: hard

work, integrity, a desire to help

people, and commitment to the

Christian faith.

It is fitting that both Rom
W. and Annie Banks Mallard

are among the more than 400

persons now buried in the historic

cemetery of Friendship Original Free

Will Baptist Church, a Church that

they loved dearly and served with

the full measure of their devotion.

Dr. W. Burkette Raper, President,

North Carolina Foundation For

Christian Ministries,

619 West Main Street,

Mount Olive, North
Carolina 28365.

Phone: 919-658-3855 or

919-658-5250,

Email: wraper@moc.edu
(Information for this article was

obtainedfrom many sources, including

the Free Will Baptist Historical Collec-

tion at Mount Olive College, His-

tory and Genealogy-Jones County

(1987); Mrs. Jennie Banks, Clerk of

Friendship Church; and Mrs. Mil-

dred Mallard Jenkins, age ninety (90)

and long-time member of Friendship

Church, and Church cemetery records).



By Pam Price

Babysitting my grandchildren is

a joy that cannot be explained with

mere words. I love their energy, even

though sometimes I can hardly keep

up with them. I love their hugs and

kisses, especially when I say no and

they are using them to try and bribe

me, and it usually works.

Like every other mother I pray

each day for my children and

grandchildren's and ask God to

take care of them. What I some-

times forget is that in order for God
to take care of them I have to be

willing to let them go.

Some time ago my granddaugh-

ter Mackenzie had to stay overnight

in the hospital for observation after

a fall. My son, Troy, and my wonder-

ful daughter-in-law, April, stayed

with her. It was a little scary for her

big brother, Christopher, who is nine

years old but for Mason, who is three

years old, it was bewildering. He
could not understand where mommy
and daddy and Mackenzie were.

For Mema—well— I am a worrier.

Mason and I had the usual tussle

to get to bed on time, but it was fun.

He loves to tease and play. A couple

of times I put him on his bed and he

beat me back to the living room and

the rocking chair I usually occupy on

my visits, grinning because he was
in Mema's chair. I always let Chris-

topher stay up a little past his bed

time. It's a Mema's prerogative to

break the rules and it is fun to watch

movies with him, especially some
that I had watched with my son and

daughter when they were small. It

also kept his mind off the fact that

Mackenzie was in the hospital.

I must admit I didn't get much
sleep praying and waiting and antici-

pating the test results the next day.

I was mentally going through the list

of "what ifs" and what we would do.

I kept telling myself to let her go and

remember that God always knows

best. I would recite Psalm 23 then

the Lord's Prayer, and then every

Bible verse I could think of because

God's inspired word always eases

my soul. When I got to the point I

was reciting half of Psalm 23 and

half of the Lord's Prayer, I knew I was
finally beginning to relax and let go

and allow God to work.

The next morning was breakfast,

playing, and waiting—and waiting.

After what seemed an eternity,

Troy and April called and told me
everything was ok. They and Mack-

enzie arrived home at about eleven

and I whispered a prayer of thanks to

our wonderful Heavenly Father.

Mason ran to his little sister and

hugged her. Then he walked away
and ran back and hugged her again.

Then he did it one more time. I was
enjoying watching him with her and

thanking God for the fantastic medi-

cal report and for taking care of my
little granddaughter as well as my
whole family.

Then, my darling little Mason
brought me my purse and my shoes.

I thought, isn't he sweet? Then he

went to the door opened it and

waved bye to me. It was time for

Mema to go. Mommy, daddy and

little sister were home and they, along

with big brother, were all he needed.

He was a happy little boy. All was
well and as it should be in his little

world. And Mema, well, with a grate-

ful heart full of thanks to almighty

God above, I took the hint and went

home.

(PASTOR continuedfrom
page 7...)

contributed is used 100% for the

purpose in which it is intended. Ad-
ditionally, many of our retired minis-

ters have outlived their benefits but

continue to receive their monthly

and quarterly checks. This is only

possible through the churches sup-

port of this program on an annual

basis.

Minister's Program Sunday is a

day that each of you can assist this

program in keeping the promises

made to our ministers.

The purpose for Minister's Pro-

gram Sunday is twofold. Father's

Day is a day in which we honor our

fathers who are living and remem-
ber those who are not. When we
describe fathers we generally use

terms like love, strength, leadership,

hardworking, diligent, tireless, wise,

understanding, and compassionate.

Would you use some of these same
terms to describe your pastor? Cer-

tainly! And while your pastor may
not be your father the same charac-

teristics that make a good father also

make a good pastor. This day will

give you an opportunity to consider

your pastor in the same light that we
think about fathers. When congrega-

tions view their pastor in a positive

light, then positive things seem to

happen in our churches.

Find out if your church contrib-

utes to the Minister's Program. You

may find it surprising that almost

25% of our churches did not provide

any gift support to the Minister's

Program last year. While that num-
ber is improving we ask that you

consider receiving a special offering

this Father's Day or sending a spe-

cial gift to the Minister's Program

so we can continue the program you

have commissioned us to do.

For more information, please con-

tact Donald Fader, 252.523.5800, or

FWB Minister's Program, Box 39,

Ayden, NC 28513.
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Please join us for the 7 Annual
Paper and Cleaning Products Drive

Friday, July 16, 2010 at 7:15 p.m.

Fireworks Night!

Paper and Cleaning Products will be collected at the gates to benefit

Free Will Baptist Children's Home in Middlesex, NC
Our Layman's League has joined once again with the Carolina Mudcats to promote a day to help the

Children's Home. On July 16, the Mudcats are going to have bins set up at the entrances of their stadium

for people to bring paper/cleaning products for the Children's Home. This is a great opportunity for your

Church, Layman's League, Woman's Auxiliaries, and Youth Groups to begin, even now, to collect

paper/cleaning products and bring them to Tri-County Stadium on that day. There is a discount for

tickets purchased in bulk and would make a great day of ministry and fun.

Campus Needs

Paper towels, toilet paper, all types of cleaning supplies (NO GLASS CLEANER),
laundry detergent, bleach, dish detergent, personal hygiene items—antiperspirant (boys

and girls), body lotions, bath powder, shampoo, twin size comforters, sheet sets,

blankets, 33 gallon or larger trash receptacles, trash bags (33 gal or larger), kitchen

towels & dish cloths

All Church groups registered in advance will receive:

$6 Box Seat Special (regular price—$10)

To receive this special discount, all tickets must be paid for by July 8. Discount not available at the gate.

Tickets will be mailed within 10 days prior to the game. Paper products will be dropped off at the stadium.

Paper and cleaning products drive

questions? Call

Bill Doane (252) 753-3717

Mudcats Questions? Call

Joshua Bridges

(919) 269-2287
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WOMAN'S AUXILIARY

Morning Star Retreat 201

0

BYRITA JONES
The spring gathering at Cragmont

—

"Morning Star"—hosted women from

across the state for a weekend of spiri-

tual enrichment. A moment of silence

was offered in memory of ninety-four

year-old Reba Cannon of Black Jack

Church who passed away before

enjoying one last trip up the mountain.

She had been a very faithful attendee

for many years. Five of our seven dis-

tricts were represented by around 90 in

attendance. There were 13 who came

for the first time.

Director May Pittman officially

welcomed everyone at the opening ser-

vices at 7 p.m. on Friday evening. She

introduced the staff for the weekend.

Phyllis McLamb led the singing for the

opening service and all other services

during the weekend. Kathy Hayes led

in prayer and the group dismissed for

refreshments, rocking, unpacking, or

general fellowship.

Sandra Stallings opened Saturday

morning at 7:45 in the chapel with a

devotion based on Proverbs 31:12-13.

She challenged us to devote ourselves

to prayer and have hands eager for

work for the Lord.

At breakfast (and for all other meals),

there were two groups served about 15

minutes apart. At 9:00, the group reas-

sembled in the chapel. Sande Brown, a

member of Rock Springs in Bailey and

a cancer survivor, was introduced as

the morning's speaker.

Ms. Brown began with a session

called "A Realistic Look at Life" based

on Psalm 34:18. She referenced a book

entitled, "My Beautiful Broken Shell."

She gave everyone a shell and asked

that we think about the shells we find

on the beach. Some are broken, some
are bleached white, some are sharp-

edged, some worn down smooth. The

tides going in and out rolls the shells

around. Some hit rocks and crack.

We are like those shells. Life rolls us

around and throws us against a lot of

hard circumstances. We have to learn

to take time to see the extraordinary in

the ordinary. There is blood-family and

church family We need to learn to love

and support one another through the

good and bad times.

The second session involved praise

in song. Several groups sang and

the entire group sang hymns before

we broke to get the traditional group

photo on the front steps.

The third session was "Walking

with God" from 1 Chronicles 28:20.

Ms. Brown said the past is gone and

we cannot change it so we should not

worry over it. The future is unknown.

It is the present we must concern our-

selves with and try to seek and just do

the will of God every day. God calls us

to salvation, sanctification, and service.

A tree is known by its fruit and God
will not forsake us if we will simply

step out and "just do it" for Him.

Frances Anderson closed the session in

prayer.

Saturday after lunch was free time

and the group gathered back at 7:30

and opened with singing. May Pittman

gave a few more announcements and

thanked everyone on staff and all who
came. The Sunday School lesson was
led by Frances Anderson reminding us

that love was the key message of Jesus.

She broke down the letters of LOVE as:

L for love, O for others, V for victory

in Jesus, and E for experiencing our

eternal reward.

Sunday morning began at 8:00 with

breakfast. Worship time followed in

the chapel. The offering that was col-

lected for Cragmont was reported to be

$1,500. Rev. John Williams brought the

worship message. He referenced John

20:24, saying that Thomas questioned

whether it was really Jesus who ap-

peared to the disciples after His resur-

rection. Jesus did not scold Thomas.

It is okay to question and deal with

doubts—humans struggle to under-

stand and must rely on faith to accept

heavenly principles. God is a loving

spirit (neither male nor female) and

created all the amazing structures that

make up the world. How can we as

finite beings be expected to understand

the infinite?

John thanked us for our support over

his 30+ years at Cragmont and prayed

for safe trips for us all back to our

homes.

The retreat always begins the Friday

after Easter so make plans now to come
and be a part of the blessing waiting for

you in 2011.
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PEOPLE & EVENTS

Powhatan Church News
BY RITA JONES
Powhatan Church in Clayton

had a group of seven women that

traveled to Black Mountain for the

Morning Star retreat at Cragmont.

The weekend of fellowship is always

a blessing to those who attend.

The Cape Fear Youth Rally for

April was held at Shady Grove fol-

lowing a hot dog supper provided

by the church. The youth performed

a skit and had some worship in

song. It was good to see the number
of churches and group of young
people who came out for the rally.

Youth vice-president Hayley Benson

encouraged everyone to come to the

May Youth Convention at MOC.
Plans are being made for the June

VBS week with a western theme.

The church will also be voting for

three new deacons to have a com-

plete deacon board as Mark Guy and

Roberts Grove Church Awards
BY ELGREE FAIRCLOTH

Perfect Attendance pins were pre-

sented February 14, 2010 for 2009. The

recipients were Daniel Jackson (9
th

),

Bobby Johnson (46
th

), Betty West (24
th

),

Doug Williamson (6
th

), Tommy Tyn-

dall (17
th

), Gary Faircloth (35
th

), Brenda

Tyndall (17
th

), Sylvia Johnson (41
st

),

Gary Barefoot (22
nd

), Connie William-

son (36
th

), Laura Jackson (11
th

), John

Mitchell Jackson (9
th

), Elgree Faircloth

(39
th

), Alex Jackson (11
th

), Eddie Jackson

(12
th

), Carolyn Tew (7
th

), Marie Stancil

(9
th

), Frankie Wrench (25
th

), Linda Baker

(18
th

), Dixon Jackson (5
th

), Shelby Jack-

son (23
rd

), Connie Gause (10
th

), Amanda
Lejeune Gause (1

st

), Terry Gause (1
st
).

Not pictured is Sherrill Wrench (14
th

).

Certificates for reading the Bible all

the way through for 2009 are: Gary

Barefoot, Elgree Faircloth, Susan Fair-

cloth, Martha Honeycutt, Mary Lynn
Honeycutt, Clay Honeycutt, Dixon

Jackson, Diamond Jernigan, Bobby

Johnson, Sylvia Johnson, and Marie

Stancil.

The Morning Star groupfrom Powhatan Church (left to right): Julie Capps, Jane Hardy, Connie Barton,

Wanda Benson, Rita Jones, Ann Natron, and Cynthia Natron.

J.E. Barbour step down and one exist- needed to move the church for-

ing vacancy has not been filled. Pray ward,

for God to call those people who are



Folkstone Church Perfect Attendance Awards
BYBRENDA PARKER
In February, Folkstone Church per-

fect attendance awards were given

for the year 2009 to the following

people:

Kristen Parker—18 years (and she

is 18 years old), Brian Meanor—

7

years, Rachel Dennett—34 years

(and she's 34 years old), Rebecca

Meanor—20 years, Randy Yopp—19

years, Carolyn Abbott—19 years, Joe

Abbott—7 years.

Rachel Dennett and Rebecca

Meanor are twin sisters. Rachel is

the mother of Kristen Parker and Re-

becca is the mother of Brian Meanor.

Carolyn and Joe Abbott are hus-

band and wife.

Randy Yopp is the Sunday School

Superintendent.

The Rev. Ronnie Parker is the

uncle of Rachel, Rebecca, Brian, and

Kristen.

(HEALING continuedfrom
page 6...)

have showered us with Christian love,

support, and encouragement, and we
need for that same love, support, and

encouragement to be expanded to

include people of color as we confront

these challenges in eastern North

Carolina.This is, of course, to speak in

generalities, as I know there are some
older folk who have resisted racial

prejudice in the name of their Christian

faith. A few of the saints from my home
congregation come to mind.

Lastly, I would like to actually toss

out some constructive advice. There

are ways we can move forward. For

instance, when local congregations

gather for seasonal community services

(e.g., Thanksgiving, Christmas Eve, or

Easter), are only local white congrega-

tions invited, or are congregations of

color invited to participate, also? Are

these congregations simply invited,

or do we encourage their choirs and

ministers to participate in the actual

service? Many of these services are al-

ready inter-denominational, so we can't

opt out on the basis of denominational

differences. Might we risk being uncom-
fortable with a different worship style for

at least one (or three, or more) worship

services out of the year? Might we also

even consider inviting a minister of color

to hold our revival services? These are

small steps, but they're a start.

Also, there are numerous books

(and probably documentaries) available

which discuss the history of the black

church in the United States. Literature

on emerging Latino congregations is

also becoming widespread. Google

search it, go to Amazon, or get in touch

with me (mjboswell3@gmail.com).

These materials could be engaged over

a five week study on Wednesday nights

or during an (young or older) adult Sun-

day School class. If this is done on a

weeknight, and scheduled in advance,

ministers or lay persons of color could

be invited to speak about their own
experiences and what their churches

mean to them.

Additionally, do we acknowledge

black history month in our churches—
or black Christian history, in general?

Do we discuss the Christian faith of

persons like the Reverend Dr. Martin

Luther King, Jr., Sojourner Truth, How-
ard Thurman, Fannie Lou Hamer, or

Frederick Douglass? Have we read their

sermons and writings? Last summer, at

Cragmont, I asked a group of 30 young

people attending the camp if they could

name the famous Christian minister

who was murdered in the 1960s. The

children and teenagers sat in silence. I

rephrased the question, asking them if

they could name the famous black civil

rights leader who was assassinated in

the 1960s. They immediately answered,

Martin Luther King, Jr. This was very,

very telling, in that they did not mentally

associate him as being a brother in

Christ and fellow Christian.

In closing, I want to thank Mr. Har-

vey very deeply for the encouragement,

vote of confidence, and reminder that

young folk have a part to play in the

challenges facing the OFWFJ denomi-

nation. I was very pleased to hear this

topic arise, as there is much work to be

done. However, there are high stakes

involved, at times, and we can't be

expected to shoulder this responsibility

without some help, guidance, concern,

and wisdom from our forebears, not to

mention some willingness and open-

ness. For young folk to actually be

successful in this challenge, we have

to be equipped accordingly, and the

denomination has to actually want this,

and I sincerely hope it does.

The article by Wyatt Harvey, refer-

enced in this article, comes from his

regular column, A Sling and a Stone.
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, V from Genesis

farni |5
arbtble stor.es W to Revelation

Children will enjoy coloring the simple

drawings of familiar Bible stories from

both the Old and New Testaments and

will learn about the Bible as they color.

• 45 favorite stories

# Over 380 pages of coloring fun

Bible references on every page

Perforated pages make it easy to use

2;]

A great inexpensive gift
for each child in your
family or classroom!

ll

FWB Press • 1-800-849-3927

Receive 20% off listed price

with mention of this ad.

(plus NC Tax and shipping)
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Stletcking £xelcisesjol t

"One, two, three, four— stretch

like you never have before. Arms
up, arms down— see if you can

touch the ground."

Dressed in "interesting" looking

tights, barefooted on a gym floor,

huffing and puffing, turning to the

right and then to the left we are dili-

gently trying to "save our hearts."

The "food pyramid" has even taken

on a new look— more of this and

less of that.

Eat right and sleep tight and

walk a mile every day. Surely that

is the very best way to "save our

heart"... Is it?

After giving this a considerable

amount of thought, I have come to

the conclusion that all the stretch-

ing, walking, sleeping, and eating

right is absolutely of no value if

your heart has not been treated for

"Black Spot." If you grow roses,

you have to be prepared to treat

the beautiful plants each year for

the killing disease called Black

Spot or they will die. Your heart will

also die, if you don't recognize this

disease in time.

I asked God what He recom-

mended and His Word plainly gave

me the answer I needed. He even

gave me the exercises to use, the

proper diet, and the formula for

treating this terrible Black Spot.

Odd, isn't it, that we always are

prepared to spend our money on

new foods, new books, and new
ideas without first talking to God.

Please get out your pens and
take notes as I explain what I

learned when I read the directions

God gave me for Black Spot. The
formula is really very simple and all

of us have all the ingredients travel-

ing with us wherever we go in an

unending supply.

First of all, you have to "break

your heart." Now, that really sounds
silly, doesn't it? How in the world

do you break your heart and still

remain alive? Yet, the Bible spe-

cifically states that until you break

your worldly heart and allow God
to enter, the Black Spot will remain.

If you do not open the closed door

God sees when He approaches

you, the disease will continue to

spread from you to others in your

life. A healthy heart must recognize

God as its creator— its source of

life.

Next, your heart must be full of

thanksgiving for everything in the

world that you own. After all, He
did give it all to you. Now you must

thank Him for it. You didn't really

think that you were responsible for

all that you have, did you? Count

your fingers and toes, touch your

hair, blink your eyes, and smell the

flowers. All these wonderful bless-

ings came directly from Him to you.

Prayer is next on the list. God
commands us to pray not only for

ourselves, but for our neighbors.

Unhappy, grudging, gossiping, fault

finding, and evil words rumbling

around in your heart are direct

causes of unhealthy hearts with a

serious case of Black Spot. Even a

week in intensive care will not stop

death from occurring unless these

terrible words are changed to ones

of prayerfulness, thankfulness, and

praise for our Lord. It is very easy

to catch Black Spot in this way
because germs of this sort come
through the excessive and abusive

use of your tongues.

A good rule to remember here

is to keep your mouth closed if you
cannot say something that is worth

saying. You might want to consider

rehab if this is a problem you have

trouble overcoming. God's office

hours are very flexible and He is

always available to talk you through

your weaknesses. You can reach

Him through prayer and the Bible

By Elaine Swinson

all the time.

Well, this brings us to the last

exercise and one that I think must

be the most important because it is

mentioned 314 times in the Bible.

We must love our neighbor as much
as we love ourselves. This kind of

love holds no grudges because of

deeds done or careless words said.

Our hearts get stronger and stron-

ger every time we forgive someone
for "not forgiving us."

The Black Spot disease will

grow faster because of the lack of

love than from anything else. God
commands that we love because

He first loved us in spite of all

the things we have done to Him.

Sleepless nights can disappear by

loving those in your life who seem
to be unlovable. Those who hurt

you with their barbed words or

unkind actions will not infest you

with Black Spot, if you love them
enough.

Do you question that there is

room in your heart to hold enough

love for all those who have hurt

you in some way? Is the anger you

feel for the "mean people" bad

enough to cause an outbreak of

Black Spot? God assures us that

our hearts will stretch enough to

include as much love that is nec-

essary to heal our hearts of this

disease.

Well, now back to our physical

hearts. Yes, I am afraid that you

must continue to run that mile,

leave off those delicious sweets,

and listen to your doctor, but this

time do it for the best reason in the

world. A healthy heart will allow you

to live longer so that you can "love

longer."

God has blessed you with His

love— please remember to share

it even with those who seem to be

unlovable.
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MUST THE NEXT TIME GOD ASKS
rE YOU TO SPEAK, BE READY!

T°NY jeAry

'

'.it-

'Speaking is al^L whicl

ticularly if you rafel

i means it tan oe learned,

particularly it you rrani^he right teacher.Tony Jeary is

the right teacher."

—Zig Ziglar.The Zig Ziglar Corporation

PURPOSE-FILLED
PRESENTATIONS
How Any Christian Can

Communicate More Effectively

to Anybody, Anytime, Anywhere

Chances are, if you're active in your

church, at some point you'll have to

talk to people.Your presentation may

be informal—like greeting people at

the door—or formal—like sharing your

testimony before a congregation. But

either way, it will make an impact.

Master presenter Tony Jeary uses

his experience training top CEOs
around the world to provide a unique,

practical handbook for any teacher,

preacher, leader, speaker—any Christian

involved in ministry.

Gain confidence, enhance your

credibility, and maximize your response

—prepare with purpose.

"I encourage you to try the Jeary Theory—practical

steps to make your presentation effective."

—John Maxwell, Founder, INJOY Ministries

"Whether you're a Sunday school teacher, a small group

leader, or a pastor, this book will give you the tools you

need to make your presentations count!"

—Ken Blanchard, coauthor of The One Minute Manager®

and Lead Like Jesus

~ Retail: $14.99 • Sale Price: $12 ~

Contact: Free Will Baptist Press (1 .800.849.3927) Standard
Ayden, Kinston, or New Bern Bible Bookstore p u

?
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Will your church sink or swim?
We live in a fast-paced, fluid world. A postmodern place where people are drifting,

making midcourse corrections in every aspect of life, from careers, to relationships, to

beliefs.

As church leaders, we must continually reshape our ministries to reach a society adrift.

We must move from being adaptive to being proactive, remaining flexible while delivering

an uncompromising message.

AquaChurch 2.0 is a guide for developing responsive and relevant church leadership.

Fusing biblical wisdom and modern-day insights, acclaimed author Leonard Sweet

explores the essentials of missional arts, including vision, creativity, and teamwork.

This updated and revised edition will enable your ministry to navigate today's cultural

currents, provide a beacon to your community, and meaningfully connect with a

postmodern world-

Paperback Book, 382 pages—$14.99 Retail . Our Price $1 1.99

Free Will Baptist Press Foundation, Inc.

by calling toll free (800) 849-3927

or through one of its Bible Bookstores at these locations:

Ayden Bible Bookstore

3928 Lee Street

Ayden, NC 28513

(252) 746-6128 • (800) 849-3927

New Bern Bible Bookstore

1232 South Glenburnie Road
New Bern, NC 28562

(252) 638-6193 • (800) 875-8048

Kinston Bible Bookstore

123 North Queen Street

Kinston, NC 28501

(252) 527-2843 • (800) 875-8049

From a deaf member of Blended Fellowship, in her words,

her language...

"I know I can trust God where he is insider me my heart where he speak

me in smile. I don't want to be worry sick me in again smile I know thing

will get better again again again it will work for us better way we all of us

know what got to have and what have got to do so that why I'm not worry

over it like u said trust God and that how I learn a lot from melanie and
mr. doug and blended, smile I really proud of u both help us a lot and

help us learn a lot better way to live with God words it in my heart where
I can feel him insider me smile wow u see how better we are getting in

now than before big wow work for us a lot and help us a lot too smile we
both love u all and enjoyed learn in church what we need to know about

many different thing and God so very good about that, wow!"

—Gail Holloman
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Do you have any idea who Jesus really is?

"What you think ofJesus Christ will thoroughly color how you think about every-

thing else," writes John MacArthur. This is a critical truth in the life of every believer.

Our view otJesus affects the way we view God, the world, ourselves, and every one of

our decisions. These days, Jesus is often portrayed as a pacifist, a philanthropist, or a

docile teacher. He strikes a plastic—and sometimes pathetic—pose in the minds of

many. Some prefer the meek and mild Jesus who heals the sick, calms fears, and speaks

of peace and goodwill. These things do represent a portion of the Messiah. But tragi-

cally, too many have never been exposed to the rest of Him. They have never seen a full

360-degree view of the Savior. Until now. Like an investigative journalist on a mission,

bestselling author and teacherJohn MacArthur walks through the gospel records and

shows you a remarkable and compelling picture of the Jesus you can't ignore.

Hardcover Book, 218 pages—$22.99 Retail • Our Price $18.39
Also Available: Study Guide, Paperback, 119 pages—$9.99 Retail . Our Price $7.99

PERFECT FORGROUP STUDY
Order in quantities of 10 or more: Book • $17.24 each, Study Guide • $7.49 each

"Let not your heart be troubled...

"

Confidence can be hard to come by these days. People are losing their jobs, their houses, and their

life savings at an unprecedented rate. Violence, natural disasters, and moral depravity seem to be

skyrocketing. In the midst of all this chaos, we need to know... what on earth should we do now?

In the follow-up to the New York Times bestseller What in the World Is Going On?, Dr. Jeremiah

brings a message of hope and confidence from the priceless counsel of the Word of God. He an-

swers our most urgent questions, including:

• How can we weather this storm with a calm heart?

• What does it truly mean to "wait on the Lord"?

• What is Jesus saying to our chaotic world today?

• How on earth did we get into this mess?

• Can we take a broken world and rebuild it into something fruitful?

Living With Confidence in a Broken World shows us all that with the power and love ot

Almighty God, we can live with confidence in this age of turmoil.

Hardcover Book, 253 pages—$22.99 Retail . Our Price $18.39

OR. DAVID JEREMIAH

UMNGWIH,
CONFIDENCE

CHAOIJC,
IRTH
LD WE

00 NOW
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Each sunrise seems to bringfresh reasons tofear.
They're talking layoffs at work, slowdowns in the economy, flare-ups in the Middle East,

turnovers at headquarters, downturns in the housing market, and upswings in global

warming. The plague of our day, terrorism, begins with the word terror. Fear, it seems,

has taken a hundred-year lease on the building next door and set up shop. Oversized

and rude, fear herds us into a prison and slams the doors. Wouldn't it be great to walk

out?

Imagine your life, wholly untouched by angst. What if faith, not fear, was your default

reaction to threats? Ifyou could hover a fear magnet over your heart and extract every

last shaving of dread, insecurity, or doubt, what would remain? Envision the day when

you can trust more and fear less.

Can you imagine your life without fear?

[Hardcover Book, 221 pages—$24.99 Retail . Our Price $19.99

For more information, or to place an order, call toll free 1-800-849-3927.
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Display/Advertising Rates

b/w-—1/8 page vrt./hrz. 1» $20

b/w-—1/4 paee vrt./hrz. «• $30

b/w-—1/2 page vrt./hrz. «• $40

b/w-—3/4 page vrt./hrz. «• $50

b/w—Full page «» $60

b/w—back cover 1 $120

color—back cover * $150

Churches & Ministry Positions • $8
(maximum of 4 lines)

Personal Information Changes • No Charge
(notice of phone, mailing address, and e-mail address changes)

These rates axe for first-time runs. Additional consecutive

runs are half-price (of equal or lesser size).

The printing ofads is contingent on the availability ofspace.

We reserve the right to condense space as necessary. You will

be charged only for the actual size used.

These advertising rates are for, and advertising is permitted by,

OFWB churches and auxiliary organizations. These charges

apply to any announcements, coming event listings, invitations,

and registration forms. Ifyou have any questions, contact the

editor by e-mail at <editor@fwbpress.com> or by phone at

(800) 849-3927 ext. 227. There is no charge for feature

article submissions from OFWB churches/members or

news releases of recent OFWB church happenings.

SUBMISSION DEADLINE INFORMATION
FOR ARTICLES AND ADVERTISING

The deadline for submissions to The Free Will Baptist is

the 5 th day of the month prior to publication. (Example:
Items to be published in a January issue must be in no
later than the 5 th day of December.) When the 5th

falls on
a weekend, material is due on the Friday before. You
may submit items by any of the following methods:

• E-mail to <editor@fwbpress.com>,
• Fax to (252) 746-9248, Attn: Editor,

• Hand deliver, or
• Mail to: Editor, The Free Will Baptist

PO Box 159
Ayden, NC 28513.

Thone-in or handwritten information is acceptable.

However, we cannot be held responsible for errors!

^Pictures are not returned unless there is an appropriate

self-addressed stamped envelope included!

Submissions for Personal Information Changes will run for

2 months only.

T FWB
THE FREE WILL BAPTIST

WANTS TO HEAR FROM YOU IF YOU HAVE:
a new address, received damaged or duplicate copies,

missed an issue, experienced any billing problems, or

you want to renew or cancel a subscription. You may
contact us by e-mail at: <editor@fwbpress.com> or

by phone at (252) 746-6128 or (800) 849-3927.

BIBLE STORY BOOK
More than 150 Bible stories are retold and illustrated by

beautiful paintings from Standard Publishing's Classic

Bible Art Collection. These stories show how the familiar

events and people of the Bible are connected. They also

show God's constant involvement with and love for His

people. Perfect for devotional and bedtime reading, the

entire family will enjoy this engaging storybook.

MSRP: $17.99

Sale Price: $15.00!

For more information, or

to place an order, call toll

free 1-800-849-3927.



NORTH CAROLINA FOUNDATION
FOR CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES

THE ROM W. AND ANNIE B. MALLARD ENDOWMENT
THE ENDOWMENT OF THE MONTH

ANNIE BANKS MALLARD
{January 12, 1906-April 14, 1990)

ROM. W. MALLARD
(May 12, 1897-October 26, 1973)

Parents of

Rose M. Raper, Graham W. Mallard, and Agnes M. Phillips.

In appreciation for a Christian home and a Christian heritage, the Rom W. and Annie B. Mallard Endowment has been

established for Friendship Original Free Will Baptist Church to help provide perpetual care for the historic church

cemetery, Trenton, North Carolina.

Footprints convey that some has gone before us,

Leaving us a marked way;
And remind us that we also can leave a marked way

For those who come after us.

For more information on the Mallard Endowment and the North Carolina Foundation For Christian Ministries, please see page 26
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the Original Free Will Baptist

MONTHLY PLANNER

2010
Mount Olive College Month

This is a calendar of major denominational events. Also included are some regular holidays and special days/seasons of the Christian year.

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Lighthouse Keepers—Vandemere

3

Independence Day

5 6 7 8

Crusaders Camp—Vandemere

Youth Frontier Conference (YFA/AFQ—Cragmont

10

11

Children's Home
Homecoming

12 13 14 15

General Youth Camp 2—Vandemere

General Youth II Conference—Cragmont

16 17

18 19 20 2221

NCFCM Board of

Directors Meeting at

11:45 a.m.

McLawhorn Associates,

Greenville, NC

New Bethlehem—Vandemer

General Youth I Conference—Craemont

23 24

25 26 27 28 29

First Baptist of Wilson—Vandemere

Young People's Bible Conference— Cragmont

30 31

coming soon:
August 1-6, 2010—Cornerstone Retreat at Cragmont

September 10-12, 2010—Emmanuel Retreat at Cragmont
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REFLECTIONS
with C. H. Overman

This Year's National Day of Prayer
I'm so very glad that we have a Memorial Day each

year especially this year, 2010. Why? Simply because so

many sad and terrible things are taking place all around

us. Not only in other countries throughout the world, but

right here in America. It has reached the point that almost

daily we expect some terrible something to take place.

There's the political struggles that have become more

divisive, the moral decline when most anything goes and

the truths of God's Word have been forgotten or ignored,

when the name of Jesus is despised by many, when
marriage is being defined, when lifestyles have become a

matter of "what's right for me" instead of what is right in

God's eyes, when more and more people who are enjoying

the benefits of freedom despise or even hate this country,

when patriotism is on the wane, and on and on it goes!

On Sunday evening, May 30, while pressing the remote

control button, I came across the Memorial Day Concert

on channel 4, UNCTV. Frankly, I need an uplift—a boost.

It took place on the West Lawn of the U.S. Capitol. It

featured actors Joe Mantegna and Gary Sinise and other

guests along with the National Symphony Orchestra.

Featured soloists were Kelli O'Hare who so beautifully

sang, "God Bless America," and Yolanda Adams who so

powerfully sang our national anthem, "The Star-Spangled

Banner." For a country music flare Brad Paisley added
his voice. Other personalities appearing on the program
were Vice-President Dick Cheney, the Joint Chief of Staff,

Admiral Mike Mullen, and Lionel Richie who sang,

"America the Beautiful." There were also very touching

stories of those who had lost loved ones in time of war.

Tribute was paid to the wounded veterans and a fitting

tribute to all those who had sacrificed their lives for the

cause of freedom, and near the end of the concert the

orchestra played the themes of each branch of the military.

An estimated total of 300,000 attended the concert (Maybe

next year I can be one of that number).

Memorial Day is a day of remembrance for those who
have paid the supreme sacrifice in serving our country. It

is a time to honor our veterans and famous Americans. So,

in the midst of turmoil and uncertainty, it was simply great

to be reminded that this is truly the land of the free and

the home of the brave. While we pray for God's blessings

upon our country, maybe we should now sing, "God Save

America."

I'm now looking forward to the July 4 celebrations.

We need it. Let's pray for a new burst of freedom and a

renewal of those virtues and values that have made us

strong.



634 Henderson Street • Mount Olive, NC 28365 • 1.800.653.0854 • www.moc.edu MOUNT OLIVE COLLEGE

Opportunities at

Mount olive college
Make Your Summer Count

If college is in your future this fall, how can you use the summer to help you be prepared? Even if your summer is filled with

a part time job and/or vacation time, use your brain every day. Read newspapers and books, and keep up with current

events. College students reporting to the fall orientation will be expected to be alert and ready to step into rigorous course

work. Make your summer count!

New Freshman Orientation: Friday, July 9, 201

0

High school seniors who have applied and been accepted to Mount Olive College, and their parents, are invited to attend

orientation for new freshmen beginning at 9 a.m. The day will consist of information sessions about academics and

student life; you will also meet with an advisor and prepare a fall class schedule. Contact Admissions at 1 (800) 653-0854 or

<admissions@moc.edu> to let us know how many will be in your party.

For High School Seniors

High school students and their families can schedule a private visit by contacting <admissions@moc.edu> or 1 (800)

653-0854. Our admissions staff will also be glad to arrange for you to meet those who can help you with yOur financial aid

planning.

ACT Testing at MOC
Students planning to attend MOC in the fall of 201 0 may take the ACT at MOC in June. To learn more about signing up for

the test and date it will be offered, contact Jamie Massengill, Assistant Director of Admissions, at <jmassengill@moc.edu>

or call 1 (800)653-0854.

For College Transfers

Class schedules for summer and fall are located online at <www.moc.edu>. Click on academics, then calendars and

schedules. Students planning to transfer to Mount Olive College for summer or fall 201 0 can complete the free online

application at <www.moc.edu> and have transcripts sent to Tim Woodard, Director of Admissions, 634 Henderson Street,

Mount Olive, NC 28365; <twoodard@moc.edu>. Call Tim at 1 (800) 653-0854 for an appointment soon! Classes fill quickly.

One Night a Week Programs

One night a week programs for adults who need the convenience of evening higher education opportunities are available

at New Bern, Jacksonville, Mount Olive Evening College, Research Triangle Park, Wilmington, and Washington. All programs

meet from 6-1 0 p.m. on the same night every week. To make contact with an Admissions Representative at one of our

locations, call 1 (800) NEW GOAL.

Evening College

Management and Organizational Development—8/10/2010

Heritage—8/23/2010

Management and Organizational Development (at JCC)—9/7/2010

Health Care Management—9/9/2010
Early Childhood Education—9/20/201

0

Jacksonville

Heritage—9/15/2010
Healthcare Management—9/23/2010

New Bern

Heritage Associates Degree—7/1 3/201

0

Healthcare Management—8/19/2010

Research Triangle Park

Management and Organizational Development—8/1 1/201

0

Heritage Associate Degree—8/23/201

0

Criminal Justice/Criminology—9/1 5/201

0

Washington
Heritage—8/5/2010

Management and Organizational Development—8/1 7/201

0

Healthcare Management—9/1 5/201

0

Wilmington
Heritage—8/17/2010

Management and Organizational Development—8/25/2010

Healthcare Management—9/1 6/201

0

Early Childhood—9/20/201

0
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O'Brien Named Advisor of the Year at MOC
Sonya McCoy O'Brien, Assistant Professor of busi-

ness at Mount Olive College and Advisor of Phi Beta

Lambda, recently received the 2010 Club Advisor of

the Year Award.

Given in recognition of a Club Advisor who has

shown remarkable leadership and dedication, this

award was presented to O'Brien for her untiring ef-

forts and enthusiasm for Phi Beta Lambda. Through
Mrs. O'Brien's guidance, Phi Beta Lambda has partici-

pated in numerous community service projects and
has been active in state and national conferences.

According to her students, Mrs. O'Brien's commit-

ment to the club allows them to, "gain leadership and
business skills that will benefit us when we graduate.

Through her leadership, PBL has brought home many
state and national awards."

Alyssa Cummings of Sims
(Marsh Swamp OFWB Church, Wilson County) was named Undergraduate

Alumni Association Student of the Year. Cummings, a senior visual

communications major, is the daughter of Debbie and Charles Hancock. The
Mount Olive College Alumni Association presents the award to a student

who is an active member of the Undergraduate Alumni Association, and who
has shown the qualities of a potentially faithful MOC alumnus. Cummings
currently serves as President of the Undergraduate Alumni Association.

Audrey Owens of Wilson
(First OFWB Church of Wilson, Wilson County) received the Handy Mart
Business Scholarship. Owens, a junior business administration accounting

major, is the daughter of Janice and Gregg Owens. The Handy Mart Business

Scholarships are sponsored by E. J. and Judson Pope who select two rising

juniors majoring in business administration who best exhibit excellence in

academics, college, and community service, and civic responsibility. The

scholarships are valued at $8,000 per year.

Christie Hamby of New Bern
(Faith OFWB Church, Craven County) was named the Outstanding

Psychology Major in Clinical Concentration. Hamby, the daughter of Betty

and Lance Hamby, is a senior general psychology major.

Christina Brock of Goldsboro
(Stoney Creek OFWB Church, Wayne County) received the Braswell Award.

Brock, the daughter of Leslie and Keith Brock, is a junior pursuing a major

in math/ science education and a minor in computer jnformation systems.

The Braswell Award is a $100 cash award given to the teacher education

major who has demonstrated academic excellence, professional service, and

personal growth as determined by the teacher education faculty.
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Crandall Fountain of Chinquapin
(Bethlehem OFWB Church, Duplin County) received the Free Will Baptist

Ministerial Award. Fountain, a sophomore religion major, is the son of Laura

and Edward Fountain. The Free Will Baptist Ministerial Award is a scholarship

given by the North Carolina Ministerial Association of Original Free Will

Baptists to an outstanding returning Free Will Baptist student who has

demonstrated potential for excellence in the Christian ministry. The student

is selected by a committee designated by the Ministerial Association.

Crystal Guy of Clayton
(Powhatan OFWB Church, Johnston County) received the Outstanding

Psychology Major Award in Research Concentration. Guy, a senior clinical

psychology major and religion minor, is the daughter of Jackie and Mark Guy.

Guy also received the Dr. Thomas R. Morris Award for Academic Excellence.

The $3,000 cash award is given to the baccalaureate graduate who best

exemplifies serious academic pursuit and love and breadth of learning. The
recipient must have been a full-time student with a minimum GPA of 3.7.

Keith Woodard of Princeton

(Rains Cross Roads OFWB Church, Johnston County) received the Best

Literature Student Award. Woodard, the son of Catherine J. and Keith Gerald

Woodard, Jr., is a senior major in professional writing. The Best Literature

Student Award is a $100 award from Sigma Tau Delta English Honor Society

chosen by the Language and Literature faculty.

Mark Webb of Wilson
(Daniels Chapel OFWB Church, Wilson County) received the Charles B. and
Margenette A. Hinnant Music Scholarship. Webb, who is currently a senior at

Beddingfield High School, will enroll at Mount Olive College in the fall. The
Charles B. and Margenette A. Hinnant Music Scholarship is given in memory
of Charles B. and Margenette A. Hinnant. Mr. Hinnant was a member of the

Mount Olive College Board of Trustees for many years.

Nick Lewis of New Bern
(Antioch OFWB Church, Craven County) received The W. Burkette Raper

Ministerial Student Award. Lewis, the son of Terri and Ray Lewis, is a senior

religion major. The W. Burkette Raper Ministerial Student Award is given

to the outstanding graduating ministerial student on the basis of academic

excellence and evidence of commitment to the Christian ministry. This award
is given by Dr. Thomas R. Morris of Wilmington, North Carolina, because of

his desire to advance the educational and spiritual quality of persons entering

the Christian ministry. He has chosen to name this award in honor of Dr. W.
Burkette Raper, president of Mount Olive College from 1954-1995.



Earning a College Degree Is

Rewarding at Any Age

Earning a college degree can be

rewarding at any age. Take it from

Carolyn Stocks who graduated from

Mount Olive College on Saturday,

May 8, with her associate of science

degree at the age of 66. Stocks en-

rolled at Mount Olive Junior College

in 1963, and came back in 2004 to

finish the degree she began 41 years

ago.

It was upon the occasion of her re-

tirement from East Carolina Univer-

sity that she made the decision to re-

turn to Mount Olive College to finish

and obtain her degree. This time she

attended the Mount Olive College lo-

cation in Washington, NC. Since re-

turning, she said "I have changed as

I have experienced true perseverance

to obtain a goal in life."

Though she agreed the experience

was rewarding, it also had its chal-

lenges. "My biggest challenge to re-

enter the classroom was gaining the

confidence that I needed to finish my
degree, as I was always the oldest in

the class," she explained. "I would
tell others that determination is the

key factor to succeed."

Stocks noted that her family found

it somewhat unusual for a senior

citizen to be returning to college,

but supported her nonetheless. Her

husband is the late James Ray "Jim-

my" Stocks of Winterville, NC. Her

daughter Lynn Pierce and husband
Paul, have two children, Ashton and
Seth.

Pierce commented on her mother's

graduation, "This is a great accom-

plishment for my mother, as this has

been a goal of hers for many years."

Stocks is a member of Reedy Branch

Original Free Will Baptist Church in

Winterville, NC (Pitt County).

After graduation, Stocks plans to

continue working with Pitt County
Schools in the Finance Department

assisting employees with decisions

regarding retirement and disability

services.

The decision to finish her edu-

cation, Stocks believes, has been a

transformative one. "My life was
transformed by Mount Olive Col-

lege as I was enabled to complete my
degree as a senior citizen. I have also

been given great insight from young-

er students that are pursuing college

and seeking careers."

Pictured left to right are: Dr. Greg Day, Campus Pastor; Nick Lewis (Antioch OFWB Church, Craven County); Dustin Bannister

(LaGrange OFWB Church, Lenoir County); The Reverend Harry Grubbs, Speaker (Ayden OFWB Church, Pitt County); Ashley

Hartley; and Brandi Whitley
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and a
Significance in Christ as a Young Adult

with Wyatt Harvey

We all, each and every one of us,

have our problems, or so we would

certainly think. Young, old, rich,

poor, it matters not. We each have

our challenges and our uphill battles

and our slips along life's path. No
one is excluded from this. Our Lord

Jesus tells us in Matthew 5:45 that

rain must fall upon the just and the

unjust, and that covers everybody.

In A Sling and a Stone, we cover

the young adults and the youth of

our Faith, and they have their own
uphill challenges as well. Often, it

seems, they may have even more

than their share.

Has it always been so? Perhaps

more so in the past then even now.

But, it is not the struggles that de-

fine, create, or break us. It is our re-

sponse that make us who we are. In

each, as we are faithful, God makes
a way to turn any challenge to our

good. The Bible tells us in Romans
8:28, "And we know that all things

work together for good to them

that love God, to them who are the

called according to his purpose." It

has always been so, and always will

be so.

Look back in Genesis 24 through

27. There, we find the story of a

very young woman named Re-

bekah. Rebekah was a woman
in her country and time, and that

meant, for the most part, she was
property. The only way to be less

than a woman then to many people

was to be a young woman. Fathers

and brothers were so in control of

the lives of women in those days

that they practically owned them,

and made every decision for them

until they got married, and even

then, the marriages were arranged

and usually to the benefit of the

father or brother marrying them off.

It was like trading cattle, in a sense.

At any rate, once this occurred, the

husband would take up owning the

woman, and life went on that way.

Rebekah, however, is an example

to us, a hope for us. She acted

on the opportunities given, not on

the fact that very few opportunities

were given. She moved into the

possible, because she did not wait

around, sitting on her hands when
things looked impossible. She was
a woman, a young woman, but

never fell into "poor me" mentalities.

We see Rebekah go to a well and

meet a man named Eliezer. He was
a servant of Abraham, seeking a

wife for Abraham's son, Isaac. Her

timing, part of God's plan, and her

attitude of helpfulness and kind-

ness, part of being a good person,

fit Eliezer's search criteria.

Eliezer had been praying for a

maiden to be found that would be

suitable for the young Isaac. God
Showed Eliezer that Rebekah was
that young woman. So, the servant

went to Rebekah's family, explained

God's work in the situation, and the

family saw fit to release Rebekah
from the already arranged wedding
they had planned for her, one in

which she had no desire, nor any

control, certainly no honor. Then,

she was blessed. They asked her

if she would follow the servant and

be wife to Isaac; they did not com-
mand her.

Suddenly, by following the plan

of God in her life, she was in honor!

She was free! That alone is a lesson

for us today— all of us— not just the

young in our midst.

God worked in the situation to

answer the servant's prayers and

answer Rebekah's need. Her family

had already arranged a marriage,

one in which she had no say. She
followed her faith and the chances

God provided, without fear and

hesitation, and found her place,

found her honor, not where some-
one put her, but where God gave

her a position and a call.

The youth today face many of the

same challenges. Not in marriage,

most of the time, but in life in gen-

eral. They seek a way to go forward,

to progress, to find their place.

Parents try to guide, friends try to

guide, relatives try to guide, the

government tries to guide, the world

tries to guide, and the lists go on.

Someone says, "Hold on, it'll come
to you," while another says, "Get

out there and take what you want."

What the youth, and all of us, need

to learn from Rebekah is that our

best and highest place is already

in the plan through God. We just

have to do our part and be faithful.

Wait upon Him, and then act, as He
Directs. Patience, then obedience —
that is the formula for success. Just

ask Eliezer, or Rebekah.

Better yet, ask God.
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OFWB INTERNATIONAL po Box 39 • Ayden, NC 28513 • 252.746.4963 • www.ofwbi.org

The Word to Vladislavovo
VARNA, BULGARIA

BYNIKOLAI ASENOV

Pastor Peter comes regularly from Vladislavovo, a town-

ship in Varna, to worship with our Church in Varna. Brother

Kosta and I, Nikolai, have been invited to come to his church

for a revival meeting and evangelistic activities in the Gypsy
camp. In the building, where the Church meets regularly, we
gather for prayer that all may be filled with the Holy Spirit;

praying that the WORD touches the souls of all the people

who are coming to listen and worship on this special event.

We have been praying, for healing of the sick, for liberation of

all who are enslaved to cigarettes, for Christ to come to live in

the hearts of these people and for their salvation.

Usually we meet in the Church on Wednesday evenings,

but this night we decided to meet in the center of the camp.

The Lord has brought us many people of different ages while

we were singing and praising Him just there on the street.

Among the attendants we have been meeting many Gypsies,

Muslims, criminal people who have been in prison, young
girls with children. The sinners have been responding to come
to Jesus for healing of their souls. Many young people have

come to their Savior, which filled us with great joy. Nikolai

has been privileged to talk with them, inviting them to come
to our church in Varna. All people who asked for it have re-

ceived a New Testament, the children and youth are excited

about the children's Bibles, which they really treasure.

The Lord has been with us during these evening services,

filling our hearts with love and unity in Christ.

Nikolai with children

Nezv Testaments given out
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Birthday of
BY NIKOLAI ASENOV

Luke tells us about the first Pente-

cost Day, which we consider as the

birthday of the Church at Jerusalem

about two thousand years ago. From
this day on, the Lord has been work-

ing abundantly through His Spirit in

the hearts of individuals and of all

who are faithfully united in worship-

ping Him. Though May 24 is celebrat-

ed as the "Method and Kiril Day" in

Bulgaria, we put our emphasis on the

Day of Pentecost and many of us have

been feeling God's Spirit moving us

into worship.

We welcomed our visitors: Brother

Peter from the Gypsy Church in Brat-

islavovo, Brother Tosho, Pastor Ermo,

and several families from our church

in Targoviste. Our pastor, Brother

Kosta, read Acts 2, the narrative of

Luke about the wonderful beginning

the Church
of the church in Jerusalem. His touch-

ing message was followed by songs of

praises and prayers. After our wor-

ship, Brother Kiril told us, "Today

is my birthday, I ask the Church the

privilege to be baptized today." No
objections were made; everybody was
filled with joy.

We told him, "Brother we are really

very happy with your decision and

we will prepare ourselves for your

Baptism today." The weather was
windy, rainy, and cold for the time of

the year, though we went to the beach

of the Black Sea. Under prayers, we
went into the cold water. Back on the

beach we praised our Lord with songs

and hymns. The Lord has given us an

unforgettable Pentecost Day; it has

been the very Spirit of the Lord that

warmed up our hearts and minds

with overwhelming Joy.

Rosel
BY FAITH PEROCILLO

When the Medical Team was in Sto. Tomas, Davao Norte,

Philippines, Rosel was brought by her mother to see Dr. Ribeiro.

It was so sad for all the team to witness this terrible disease that

this young girl has. A parasite has invaded her leg and caused this

swelling. It is very difficult to treat, but we made a commitment
to help her. After Dr. Ribeiro finished his examination, he said she

needed to go to the hospital. I contacted Dr. Roberto Santos, a friend

of mine in Davao and he said to send her to him and he would see

that she received the proper treatment.

The following is a report receivedfrom Faith Perocillo concerning Rosel.

Just a few days after the Medical Mission of the Board of Foreign

Missions met, Rosel Gaspar of Sto. Tomas, was rushed to the hospital

because she could hardly breathe. Her legs were swollen and she had

a complicated medical problem with her heart and lungs. She spent

6 days in the ICU, moving from one hospital to another. Finally she

was moved to the heart Center in Davao City, Philippines and with

your prayers, her body had to respond to the medication and the hand

ofGod touching her and making her receive the healing that Jesus did

to us two thousand years ago because by His stripes, we were healed.

After that time in the ICU, she was transferred to the ward section

and spent another three days there. Her mother begged that she be

released because there were also other siblings at home to be taken

care of. Rosel is now in Sto. Tomas still recuperating and is taking

medicine. She is scheduled for regular check-ups every month and

Glory to God, she's just fine and happy! Thank you for your prayers

and support that makes it possible to minister to dear ones like this.



CHILDREN'S HOME P0 - Box 249 • Middlesex, NC 27557 • 252.235.2161 • www.fwbchildrenshome.org

Awards Banquet
On June 3, 2010, Staff, and visitors celebrated with their

children the accomplishments made during the school year.

Several academic awards were given, to include best grades for

Math, History, Science, and English. Certificates were given to

the residents who exhibited best school conduct, most studious,

and most improved in each cottage. At the conclusion of the

awards ceremony a selection of special awards were given,

referred to as "Sweet Rewards." These rewards were all in fun,

and consisted of various candies being awarded, some were:

"Payday" always looking for money, "Spree" enjoys shopping,

"Mr. Goodbar" best fix-it, and "Millionaire" most likely to be

rich. We are proud of the children from the Free Will Baptist

Children's Home, and their accomplishments.

Following the ceremony, everyone went across campus to

Heritage Hall for dinner. This was the first official dinner for

the children and staff held in the newly renovated Heritage

Hall, which was rededicated on May 22, 2010.

Please join us as we commend our children for a job well

done, and remember the Children's Home and the children in

your prayers as we start preparations for a new school year.

Campus Visitors
On June 4, members of Soundview Free Will

Baptist Church, Newport, North Carolina came up
to the Children's Home for a brief tour to drop off

their change for children collection, commodities

collected by the church, and to take a brief tour.

It is always a pleasure to have you visit our

campus, we only ask that you call ahead so we can

have someone available to show you around.

Campus Needs
• Cleaning Supplies • Posters (sports themes) for Cottages

• Twin Size Comforters, Bed in a bag • Cookware Sets

• Bed Pillows • Summer Trip Sponsor ($2,000)

• New Luggage or Duffel Bags • Glider Rocking Chair for Cottage Living Room
• Double A Batteries • Wii Games (E-Rating only)

• Cleaning Brushes (toilet brushes, scrub • Craft Items (latch hook kits, bead art

brushes, brooms) supplies, felt coloring poster)

• Large Kitchen Storage Bowls

Have questions? Call the Development Office at: (252) 235-2161.
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Founders Day
On May 22, 2010, the Children's

Home celebrated 90 years of service

to children and families in need.

This milestone was commemorated
on Saturday May 22, with a recep-

tion and ribbon-cutting ceremony

held on campus.

The program began with open-

ing remarks from James Cahoon,

Chairman, Board of Directors for

the Home, who was followed by

remarks from representatives from

various associates of the Home,
including the mayor of Middlesex,

Mr. Lou Harvev Lewis; representa-

tives of the Original Free Will Bap-

tist denomination, The Rev. Buddy
Sasser, Administrative Director, Mrs.

Jackie Flowers, Woman's Auxiliary

Benevolence Chairwoman; a rep-

resentative from the Nash County

Department of Social Sen-ices, Ms.

Donna Boone; and representatives

from the Home's Alumni Associa-

tion, President, Mr. Randy Faircloth,

and Mr. Jerry Smith, author.

Throughout the program a video

presentation was playing with his-

toric pictures dating from the earlier

years of the Home. In addition to

the video, The Rev. C.H. Overman,

Associate Pastor, Rose Hill OFWB
Church, presented a brief history of

the Home. The Beaverdam Boys, a

blue grass gospel group from Bea-

verdam OFWB Church, Chadbourn,

North Carolina, provided special

music.

Mr. Gary Lee, President CEO of

the Home gave information on the

Heritage Hall renovation project,

which was dedicated later in the

afternoon and invited evervone to

gather over at Heritage Hall for the

rededication ceremonv and for a bell

ceremonv. The Rev. Johnnv Sullivan,

board member and pastor of Daniels

Chapel OFWB Church, Wilson, NC
conducted the bell ceremonv and

the rededication service for Heritage

Hall.

After giving a brief historv of the

dinner bell and recognition of the

new placement of the bell, a repre-

sentative from each decade of the

home's historv tugged on the rope

of the old dinner bell. The bell tolled

nine times, each time representing

10 years of rich, life changing his-

tory. Mrs. Fannie Holland Garris, the

9V : child entered into care in 1923,

represented the first decade. The last

and current decade was represented

by Devonte H., the 2,110 :r child

entered into care in 2009, a current

resident.

The rededication service began

with an inspirational thought from

the Rev. Sullivan reminding us that

all things belong to God and all

thanks and glory should be given to

our Heavenlv Father, who so richly

deserves it. The rededication service

was concluded with the prayer that

the ministrv and outreach of the

Free Will Baptist Children's Home
continue to be guided bv the hand
of God and continue to prosper.

The festivities came to a close,

with more than 250 people taking

part in this great piece of history

for the Free Will Baptist Children's

Home, your Christian childcare min-

istry
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A Glimpse of History. .

.

As part of our 90th year celebration through pictures, here are some depicting the Christian

values and teachings that have been a part of this ministry from the beginning.

Free Will Baptist Press Foundation, Inc.

Ayden Bible Bookstore Kinston Bible Bookstore New Bern Bible Bookstore

3928 Lee Street 123 North Queen Street 1232 South Olenburnie Road

Ayden, NC 28513 Kinston, NC 28501 New Bern, NC 28562

(252) 746-6128 • (800) 849-3927 (252) 527-2843 • (800) 875-8049 (252) 638-6193 • (800) 875-8048



CONVENTION NEWS

Scenesfrom the 2010

Ojyvi> Convention
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SUNDAY SCHOOL MINISTRY p0 - Bo* 39 • Ayden, NC 28513 • 252.746.4963 • www.ofwbsundayschool.org

Questions and Answers Concerning

the LIFE Mobile Ministry

>UFE Mobile Ministry

Learning 1$ For Everyone
«-» ^^^^

MOUNTAIN A*H|:

Q. What is the purpose for the LIFE mobile ministry?

. The purpose is to spread the word of God wherever we
can.

Q. Will the RV be used for vacations?

. Absolutely not!

Q. Will it be similar to a Bookmobile in which people can

check out books?

A. No, it will be carrying Christian Education resources

for sale.

Q. Will the price of the products be higher because the

ministry will be on the road?

A. No, the prices are the same as they would be at the

FWB Press Bookstores. In fact, there will be no sales tax

charged; the Press will be absorbing the tax.

Q. Who receives the proceeds from the sale of the

products?

. Since the resources come from the Free Will Baptist

Press Bookstores, they will receive the proceeds from

the sale of the products.

Q. Who will own the RV?
A. The Sunday School Board and its ministries will own

the RV and bear the expenses.

Q. What kind of resources will be carried on the RV?
A. There will be resources covering just about any

ministry in which your church is involved, such as age

appropriate Bibles, children's ministry materials, men's

ministry, women's ministry, marriage materials, some
musical instruments, various stickers for children's

work, DVDs, CDs, boxed cards of all kinds, hand-held

fans, ice-breaker devices, samples of Sunday School

literature from Foundation curriculum (FWB literature),

D6 from Randall House, David C. Cook, and Standard

Publishing. We will also have various catalogues.

During the VBS season, we will carry VBS materials.

In the late winter, we will be able to conduct VBS
workshops in various locations. The VBS workshops

will still be conducted at the FWB Press, but we will

just be a supplement to these workshops.

Note: Refer to pages 8-9 of the June edition o/TFWB
forfurther information.

It is hoped that this service will enhance the church's ability to receive Christian Education resources in a timely manner.

Please remember: The two Ministries are attempting something that has not been done before. The two boards desire your

prayers andfinancial support as we get under way. It will take some time to work the gliches in order to be road worthy.
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v J / 1 I J~ with Celia Ha'es

Retirement brings many joys that

the working life never allowed time

to savor. I spent a good bit of this day

outside in the lovely warm weather on

our patio, cordless phone in my hand.

For part of the morning and half of the

afternoon I called friends and family

far from my new home state of Missis-

sippi.

This sounds like idle time. But was
it?

I would be the first to reassure you
that I do not spend every day in such

a way (most days, in my new life as

a writer, I spin inspirational features

for much of the available time). But I

would also hasten to add that I am al-

ways blessed beyond measure when I

make calls such as I have described.

You might ask, "How can she afford

long distance calls of such length?" My
husband Paul and I have a "package

deal" with the phone company, one that

bundles our phone with our computer

service. The deal allows for unlimited

calling within the continental United

States. Paul arranged it without telling

me, a wonderful surprise that warms
my heart. The arrangement allows

a daily, 30-minute phone call to my
mother (Joyce Hill Hales, a member of

the Ayden Free Will Baptist Church) in

CONNECTIONS
Zebulon, North Carolina, as well as the

numerous other calls that I make from

time to time, as just described.

What does all of this have to do with

religion? Jesus is a very practical teach-

er. When He said, "Love thy neighbor

as thyself" (Matthew 19:19), He knew
what joy his injunction would bring to

those who listen to him. Certainly the

love that I felt riding those phone lines

today was palpable. And love brings

joy. Perhaps love is even the very es-

sence of joy. And I experienced both

love and joy today.

Of course, Paul and I are making
new friends in Mississippi. But I have

always wanted to hold in my heart ev-

eryone who has ever been a part of my
life. Sometimes this "holding" means
only a Christmas card with a lengthy

personal message. And sometimes it

is more than that, as my several phone
calls demonstrated to me today.

I have loved some who are no longer

a part of my life except an occasional

prayer for their well being. And, always

a part of a close-knit family, now all are

dead except my mother, one aunt, and

several first cousins and their children.

But I still can pray for those I have

loved who have gone away, either by
choice—theirs or mine—or by death.

Yes, "Love thy neighbor as thyself" is

sound advice more than 2,000 years af-

ter Jesus said it, and even he was then

echoing an earlier passage from the

Old Testament (see Leviticus 19:18).

Even the many who do not have

a package deal with the phone com-

pany can reach out. Most don t live at

long distance from friends and family.

The postal service still is around for

the old-fashioned friendly letter. And
many have electronic mail—e-mail

—

that is very inexpensive.

Most have ties that may have been

strained or even broken over the years.

What can we do about that? This type

of estrangement takes courage to over-

come. The inspirational writer Cath-

erine Marshall encourages all to make
amends before it is too late. She did so

(reaching back to high school), to great

personal benefit. We read this heart-

wrenching story in her popular writ-

ing of a generation ago. She urged all

of her readers to do the same. Maybe
we all might feel led to following her

example.

Reach out today to someone (or sev-

eral people) whom you have loved in

the past and do still love. There may be

no better way to spend a portion of a

day.

CHURCH & MINISTRY
POSITIONS AVAILABLE

SEEKING PASTORATE POSITION:

The Rev. Jonathan L. Best is available for fill-in ministry. The Rev. Best is a Mount Olive College graduate and

is currently finishing his M.Div. at Campbell Divinity School. He is reliable, dependable, and experienced

with fill-in ministry. He can be contacted at 910-514-321 1 or at <jonathanlbest@hotmail.com>.
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NC FOUNDATION FOR CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES
619 W. Main Street • Mount Olive, NC 28365

919.658.3855 • wraper@moc.edu

Foundation Holds Annual Meeting-Distributes $61,000
the Foundation. An additional $10,000 will be distrib-

uted later in the year. Dr. W. Burkette Raper, president

of the Foundation announced that the $61,000 being

distributed this year brings total grants from the Foun-

dation since 2007 to more than $214,000.

Other speakers included Dr. Philip Kerstetter, presi-

dent of Mount Olive College, who said one of the goals

of the college is to ensure that lack of money does not

bar anyone from education for Christian ministry.

The audience was entertained by "The Signing Choir,"

which is composed of members of the Blended Fellow-

ship near Pikeville, a Free Will Baptist ministry for deaf

and hearing impaired.

BY DR. W. BURKETTE RAPER

Dr. Don Ribeiro grew up poor in Lenoir county, but

eventually became both a physician and a pastor. He
told an audience of 220 people at the annual meeting of

the North Carolina Foundation For Christian Ministries,

held May 11 at Ormondsville Original Free Will Baptist

Church, that his success, like that of most people, has

been dependent on the generosity and sacrifices of oth-

ers.

In addition to being pastor of the host church, Ribeiro

is a charter member of the Board of Directors of the

Foundation and serves as secretary-treasurer. He also

has family medical practices in Hookerton and Green-

ville.

Donnie Lassiter of Selma, chair of the Foundation

Board of Directors, presided at the meeting and par-

ticipated in making distributions totaling $51,000 to

named beneficiaries of endowments established with

Michael Rouse contributed to this article.

Additional information on distributions from the

Foundation and its 2010 annual meeting will be published in

a future issue ofThe Free Will Baptist.

Dr. Don Ribeiro, host pastor and secretary-

treasurer of the North Carolina Foundation

For Christian Ministries, zoas principal

speaker and host pastor for the fifth annual

meeting of Friends of the Foundation, held

at Ormondsville Original Free Will Baptist

Church. A delicious meal was served by the

Church in its elegant new Fellowship Hall.

Deadline for Fall Semester
Applications

North Carolina Foundation for Christian Ministries

Both continuing students and new applicants, who wish to be

considered for a Foundation scholarship for the fall semester,

must submit a completed application by August 20. To the extent

that funds are available, the Foundation provides scholarships

for persons called to Christian ministry who wish to attend

academically accredited colleges, divinity schools, seminaries, and

graduate theological schools. Specal consideration is given to those

attending Mount Olive College and Campbell University Divinity

School.

For scholarship purposes, the Foundation defines "Christian

Ministry" as a vocation in a church, an institution, organization,

or program that is under the auspices of the Church, including all

ministries of the Convention of Original Free Will Baptists. From

fall semester 2006 through spring semester 2010, the Foundation

has provided $72,443 in scholarships for 23 students.

For Information and Application Forms, Contact:

W. Burkette Raper, president of the Foundation

619 West Main Street • Mount Olive, NC 28365

Phone: (919) 658-3855
v

e-mail: wraper@moc.edu
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Why and How to Establish an Endowment
Establishing an endowed fund does not begin with surplus money but with a vision and a plan. If you have

a vision, the Foundation can assist you with a plan, and with a vision and a plan, funding will come. Try it!

Others have, and that is why their support of their favorite charities will continue for generations to come.

Persons interested in why and how to establish an endowment with the North Carolina Foundation For

Christian Ministries for their church, a Free Will Baptist ministry, or other charities are cordially invited to

contact Dr. W. Burkette Raper, 619 West Main Street, Mount Olive, North Carolina 28365; Phone: (919) 658-

3855; email: wraper@moc.edu.

NORTH CAROLINA FOUNDATION FOR CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES
A Foundation for the Future of Original Free Will Baptists

proceduresfor £sta6(isfiiruji cm (Endowment
The Foundation welcomes applications from individuals, families, churches, and other organizations

who wish to establish an endowment for the permanent support of Christian work. To initiate an

endowment, the following information should be provided.

1. Name of Endowment

2. Purpose of Endowment

3. Beneficiary(ies)— must be tax-exempt:

4. Funding:

• Initial gift: Amount $ Date

• Information on any plans for future gifts:

5. Any other information you wish to provide regarding the Endowment

6. Your Name

Address

City State Zip

Phones: Home Work Cell

Email:

Send to: North Carolina Foundation For Christian Ministries

Dr. W. Burkette Raper, President

619 West Main Street

Mount Olive, NC 28365

Phones: Office (919) 658-3855 or (919) 658-5250

e-mail: wraper@moc.edu



The Harold and Sandra Jones
Endowment For Foreign Missions

Under the leadership of Dr. Don Ribeiro, and with his

and Mrs. Ribeiro' s generous support, plans to establish the

Harold and Sandra Jones Endowment were announced

at the 2009 session of the Convention of Original Free

Will Baptists. Gifts to the Endowment from the following

donors have now totaled $10,000 making it a "Named
Endowment."

Dr. and Mrs. Don Ribeiro

Ormondsville Free Will Baptist Church

Black Jack Free Will Baptist Church

The Reverend and Mrs. Donald Fader

Bethany Free Will Baptist Church

Dr. and Mrs. W. Burkette Raper

Mr. and Mrs. Donnie Parker

Albemarle Union Meeting

f*> Cornerstone Sunday School Class,

Hickory Grove Free Will Baptist Church

Beginning in 2011, the North Carolina Foundation For

Christian Ministries will make an annual distribution to

Original Free Will Baptists International, Inc., in the name
of Harold and Sandra Jones to be used as determined

by the Board of Foreign Missions. Members of the Board

include: the Reverends Phillip Boykin, pastor of Black

Jack Church; John Hill, pastor of First Church, Goldsboro;

Gary Bailey, pastor of Stoney Creek Church; Wayne King,

pastor of First Church, Wilson; Philip Wood, pastor of

Little Creek; and Henry Armstrong, honorary for life.

Additional Gifts Welcome
Individuals, churches, auxiliaries, and other church-

related organizations who have not yet contributed

to the Harold and Sandra Jones Endowment are

cordially invited to do so. The Endowment will

provide additional support for Foreign Missions.

Gifts to the Endowment, however, should in no way
diminish our regular support for Foreign Missions.

The purpose of the Endowment is two-fold:

1) To provide perpetual support—both in our

lifetime and beyond—for carrying the Good News
of Jesus Christ to those who have never heard the

Gospel; and...

2) To provide Original Free Will Baptists a special

opportunity to express our appreciation to

Harold and Sandra for the commitment of their

lives toward helping our Church fulfill the Great

Commission of our Lord and Savior to "Go and

teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the

Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit."

Checks for the Endowment should be made to the

North Carolina Foundation For Christian Ministries,

and mailed to 619 West Main Street, Mount Olive,

NC 28365. For those who itemize their Federal and

State income tax returns, gifts to the Foundation are

tax-deductible. The Foundation will send donors a

confirmation of their gifts and also provide Harold

and Sandra a list of donors.

For additional information,

interested persons may contact:

W. Burkette Raper, president of the Foundation

619 West Main Street • Mount Olive, NC 28365

Phone: (919)658-3855

e-mail: wraper@moc.edu

or...

Dr. Don Ribeiro, treasurer

5803 NC 903 North • Ayden, NC 28513

Phone: (252)717-8402
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619 W. Main Street • Mount Olive, NC 28365

919.658.3855 • wraper@moc.edu NC FOUNDATION FOR CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES

The Michael Rouse Family Scholarship Endowment
BY DR. W. BURKETTE RAPER

Initiated by Mrs. Billie H. Rouse in

honor of her husband, the purpose

of the Michael Rouse Family Scholar-

ship Endowment is to help finance the

education of men and women who
are preparing for various vocations in

Christian ministry.

The Endowment will provide scholar-

ships to students enrolled in any divin-

ity school, seminary, or other graduate

school accredited by the Association

of Theological Schools and to under-

graduate students attending Mount
Olive College or Campbell University.

Initially funded by gifts from Mr. and

Mrs. Rouse, the Endowment has grown
rapidly by contributions from members
of their family and special friends, in-

cluding Mr. Clyde King of Goldsboro, a

noted major league baseball player and

coach, and Mr. C. Felix Harvey of Kin-

ston, a leading business entrepreneur.

Mrs. Rouse is the daughter of a North

Carolina mountain preacher, and a for-

mer public school teacher and admin-

istrator. Mr. Rouse is a retired editor of

the Goldsboro News-Argus, and former

editor of newspapers in Durham, Wash-

ington, and Fayetteville, as well

as the Carolinas news editor for

the Associated Press in Charlotte.

The Rouses are both members of

Madison Avenue Baptist Church

in Goldsboro, where Mr. Rouse is

a former chairman of the Board of

Deacons.

Mr. Rouse is the author of High

Calling: The Journey ofa Mountain

Preacher, Ronald Holland, father of

Mrs. Rouse. He also assisted Felix

Harvey in the authorship of his

Memoir: Sixty Incredible Years. Both

books are still in publication, and

those interested may secure copies

by contacting:

Michael Rouse
603 Walnut Creek Drive

Goldsboro, NC 27534-7800

phone: (919) 751-1014

Opportunities to Minister
THROUGH SHORT-TERM TEAMS—MEXICO 2011

This year, we only had enough interest for one team. We hope to take at least three teams

to Mexico in 201 1 . It is a wonderful opportunity to serve the Lord and bless others at the

same time. Pray about your involvement in 201 1

.

The dates are June 18-25, July 9-1 6, and July 1 6-23.

For more information, contact

us at (252) 746-4963 or email

director@ofwbi.ora
-j x v
if
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WOMAN'S AUXILIARY

Woman's Auxiliary Convention
BY TERESA GRUBBS

What do a giant tooth named Mickey
and theWoman'sAuxiliary Convention
of Original Free Will Baptists have in

common? Nothing, unless you were
one of the 212 who attended the Eighty-

Third Session held on May 13, 2010 at

King's Cross Roads Original Free Will

Baptist Church hosted by the Central

District. The theme for the Convention
was "Facing the Day with Wisdom."
So, Mickey and the Convention had
WISDOM in common.

Wisdom was imparted on exercise,

dashes, and apples. But the most
important wisdom was from God's
Word. The scripture for the day was
Proverbs 4:7, "Wisdom is the principal

thing; therefore get wisdom: and with
all thy getting get understanding." The
first message was brought by Janie

Jones Taylor on "God and Wisdom."
From where does wisdom come? God
is the source of wisdom. This wisdom
is gained by following the Father's

path and by being still, listening for

o
o

hHk£H1|oii incline thine ear

unto wisdom, and apply

thine heart to

understanding; Yea, if thou

criest after knowledge, and

4iftest up thy voice fof §l

' understanding; If thou

seekest her as silver, and

.,, searchest for her as for hid

treasures; Then shalt thou

understand the fear of the

Lord, and find .the

knowledge of God. For the '

,

Lord giveth wisdom: out of

his mouth cometh knowledge

I , and understanding.

(Proverbs 2:2-6)

Facing the Day
With Wisdom

A Study ofSelected Proverbs

the small voice. Know the difference in

wisdom and advice.

The topic Wisdom Uses Knowledge—
Life Long Students was presented by
Marcie Rollins-Smart. Learning does

not stop at a certain age. Wisdom is

not book learning. Wise people seek

knowledge. People need to be thirsty

to learn more. Elaine Swinson spoke on
Wisdom in Womanhood— Women ofNoble

Character. These women represent God
and do not compromise right. Better

ways do not change God's Word.
Achievements are nothing without

God. Beauty is from within.

Other highlights of the Convention
included the lovely music rendered

by the Auxiliary Praise and Worship
Choir. The Directors of the OFWB
DenominationalMinistriesgavereports
on their work. The Memorial Service is

always a time to remember those who
have helped make the Auxiliary what
it is today The Life Membership Award
was presented to Francis Phillips,

who has been an inspiration to many.
Martha Parsons was honored for the

many years she served the Auxiliary

as Youth Chairwoman. The officers for

2010-2012 were installed, with Jean

Averette as the new President.

Many thanks to the retiring President,

Joan Little, for her many years of

dedicated service to the Auxiliary

Convention. She led the Auxiliary

work to new heights of service and
dedication. Thanks to the Central

District and King's Cross Roads
church for their gracious hospitality.

We appreciate the many hours of work
by Dianne Riley in putting together a

wonderful program. Thanks to all who
had a part in making the Convention

so enjoyable. Many hands make light

the work. Most of all, praises to our

wise God for being in our midst.

Make plans now so you do not miss

anything that might transpire next year

at the Eighty-Fourth Annual Session of

the Woman's Auxiliary Convention of

Original Free Will Baptists.

More about the Auxiliary Convention will

appear in next month's edition o/TFWB
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Reedy Branch Overnight Retreat
SUBMITTED BYBRENDA HERRING

The Woman's Auxiliary of Reedy Branch Free Will

Baptist Church recently sponsored an overnight

retreat. All of the women had a wonderful and

uplifting time at the retreat which was entitled

"Extreme Makeover: Heart Edition." The beautiful

home of Ed and Diane Murphrey at the Crystal Coast

was the perfect setting for such an event! A total of 39

women enjoyed a lot of food, fun, drama, devotion,

praise and worship, prayers, small group discussions,

and fellowship.

The focus of this event was to encourage closer

relationships with God and each other. Our Scripture

for the retreat was Psalm 51:10, "Create in me a clean

heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me" and

our theme song was "Change my heart, O God." We
listened to two DVDs that focused on Philippians 3:3-

11, 12-14. The women were encouraged to get minds

and feet in gear for Christ and to press on towards

a true heart makeover! They were encouraged to

truly know Jesus and to forget what lies behind and

push forward to what is ahead. After each DVD, the

women met in small groups for further discussion

and prayer. Praise and worship was such a special

time as we shared together in music, prayer, and

discussion.

Two dramas were presented. One was called

"Purses R Us" and represented a woman who was

searching for the perfect purse to hold all of the

"stuff" she carries around each day. The clerk tries to

help her by suggesting a different type of bag for each

item—for example, a shoulder bag to "shoulder" her

many responsibilities, and a tote bag for the anger

and resentment that she carts around each day, and

eventually she is laden with too many to carry. Then

the manager offers her one to replace all the others—

a

"change" purse with a small Bible inside. Another

drama was called "How's Your Heart." This was
about a woman who had gone through all types of

surgery to replace every imaginable part of her body
to make herself perfect. The only thing left to replace

is her heart. She interviews the various "hearts" that

we find in the world today including a cold heart,

broken heart, heavy heart, faint heart, artificial heart,

and true heart, only to realize that she does not need

to be perfect, but should have a heart that seeks

God.

There was also time for fun and relaxing. On Friday

evening, the women were treated to a "mini-spa"

where they dipped their hands in paraffin wax. There

was also a fashion show and six models presented

outfits that represented something about us as

women while their assistant read the accompanying

Scripture. This was so much fun and our models did a fabulous

job entertaining us! We had some free time during the day and

some chose to walk on the beach, relax by the pool, or just enjoy

each other on the porches overlooking the beautiful ocean.

The ladies all received gift bags which included various gifts

such as a bookmark that said "I pray through the years that

you'll remember that we will always be Sisters in Christ, you

and me." They were given a journal and pen to make notes as

well as a small stone with a saying on it such as "discuss a recent

blessing" or "what makes God smile?" These stones were used

at various times during the retreat and were great for discussion.

Note cards were included and they were asked to write a note of

encouragement to someone during the retreat. Also included in

the gift bags was a "spiritual survival kit."

Everyone had a wonderful time and returned home with a

renewed spirit. Bonds of fellowship were strengthened and new
friendships were created.
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PEOPLE & EVENTS

Degree Earned
SUBMITTED BY GRACE WHALEY
Nelson Koonce, pastor of Cabin Church, graduated from Liberty

University on Saturday, May 15, 2010 with a Master of Divinity in

Church Ministries. Pastor Koonce completed his coursework for his

degree in August of 2009 and is presently working toward a Doctor of

Ministry degree, also from Liberty. Cabin church is very honored to

have such an accomplished pastor, and, moreover, we are very proud
of his dedication to our church. He is truly one of God's servants and
we all love him.

Traveling to Lynchburg, Virginia with him to attend the graduation

ceremony were his wife, Holly, and their daughter, Jessica. Cabin

Church is located at the intersection of Sarecta Road and Highway
111 North, outside of Beulaville, NC.
Congratulations Pastor Koonce!

Smyrna OFWB News

L to R are: Elliot Mc Connell,

Rev. Richard Wlritman, and Amber Wood

SUBMITTED BYHELEN SMITH

Smyrna Original Free Will Bap-

tist Church in the Meadow com-

munity celebrated graduation

Sunday June 6.

Pastor, Richard Whitman made
presentations to the following: Sa-

vak Allen, daughter of Danny and

Sherry Allen who lives in Virginia

(unable to be present) has recently

graduated from George Washing-

ton University with a Masters De-

gree in Clinical Mental Health.

Amanda Johnson, daughter of

Brian and Wanda Johnson of the

Meadow community, has graduat-

ed from Campbell University with

a BS degree in Communication
Studies with Honors (also unable

to be present). She will be entering

the University of South Carolina in

July pursuing a Masters Degree in

Mass Communications.

Elliott McConnell, son of Ed-

ward and Dianne McConnell of

the Meadow area, and Amber
Wood, daughter of Rodney and

Sonja Wood, also of the Meadow
area both graduated from South

Johnston High School on June 11.

Destiny Sessoms, daughter of

Jim and Cynthia Sessoms, also of

Meadow is graduating from kin-

dergarten and will be entering first

grade this Fall.

Each of the graduates received

either a Bible or a book related to

their subject matters.

Free Will Baptist Press

Foundation, Inc.

^pfwUinfy ttw W&*uC ffi/um^the/ p^umkzO pa/ft)
Ayden Bible Bookstore

3928 Lee Street

Ayden, NC 28513

(252) 746-6128 • (800) 849-3927

Kinston Bible Bookstore

123 North Queen Street

Kinston, NC 28501

(252) 527-2843 • (800) 875-8049

tfi$t< OiM^caMA atty mailable/]

New Bern Bible Bookstore

1232 South Glenburnie Road
New Bern, NC 28562

(252) 638-6193 • (800) 875-8048
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Bethel OFWB Church
and

The Cape Fear Conference of

Original Free Will Baptists

Invite you to attend a presentation by

H. Mac Wallace, DMin., LMFT
At 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, August 28, 2010

(Registration will begin at 8:45 a.m.)

Lunch will be provided by Bethel OFWB Church.

This seminar is in place of the regular Fellowship/Union Meeting that was scheduled

to be held at Johnston Union OFWB Church. The New location is:

Bethel OFWB Church,
3168 NC Hwy 96,

Four Oaks, NC Exit 90 off I-95,

travel about 3.2 miles on Hwy 96 S, brick church on right.

H. Mac Wallace, DMin., LMFT is in practice with his wife Emma B. Wallace, RN, LMFT. Through their clinic

located in Sneads Ferry, NC they offer marital and family therapy. They also help with other life issues such as

depression, anxiety disorders, spiritual issues, adolescent issues, group psychotherapy, crisis management,

etc. He is also an approved supervisor, which means he has met the educational, experimental, and supervisory

training requirements to supervise marriage and family therapist, for AAMFT Clinical Membership.

Mac teaches at Campbell Divinity School, Campbell University. His education includes:

• B.A., Duke University, Religion/Psychology, 1971

• DMin., Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary, Pastoral Care and Counseling, 1986

• Pastoral Counselor, AAPC; CPE Supervisor, ACPE, NC Baptist Hospital, School of Pastoral Care, Pastoral

Care and Counseling, 1985

• License/Certification in Marriage and Family Therapy, Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist, NC-License

#363

Please RSVP by Wednesday, August 18, 2010, to Eva Ballance, Clerk of the Cape Fear Conference. Please

provide the approximate number of members attending from your church so provisions can be made for the

noon meal. You may respond by e-mail, <evaballance@nc.rr.com>, by mail, 2745 Old Beulah Road, Selma,

NC 27576 or by phone (919) 965-5983.

Please make every effort possible to attend this very informative session.

Your presence will be your blessing!



Do you have any idea who Jesus really is?

"What you think ofJesus Christ will thoroughly color how you think about every-

thing else," writesJohn MacArthur. This is a critical truth in the life of every believer.

Our view ofJesus affects the way we view God, the world, ourselves, and every one of

our decisions. These days, Jesus is often portrayed as a pacifist, a philanthropist, or a

docile teacher. He strikes a plastic—and sometimes pathetic—pose in the minds of

many. Some prefer the meek and mild Jesus who heals the sick, calms fears, and speaks

ot peace and goodwill. These things do represent a portion of the Messiah. But tragi-

cally, too many have never been exposed to the rest ofHim. They have never seen a full

360-degree view of the Savior. Until now. Like an investigative journalist on a mission,

bestselling author and teacherJohn MacArthur walks through the gospel records and

shows you a remarkable and compelling picture of the Jesus you can't ignore.

Hardcover Book, 218 pages—$22.99 Retail . Our Price $18.39

Also Available: Study Guide, Paperback, 1 19 pages—$9.99 Retail . Our Price $7.99

PERFECT FOR GROUP STUDY
Order in quantities of 10 or more: Book • $17.24 each, Study Guide • $7.49 each

"Let not your heart be troubled...

"

Confidence can be hard to come by these days. People are losing their jobs, their houses, and their

life savings at an unprecedented rate. Violence, natural disasters, and moral depravity seem to be

skyrocketing. In the midst of all this chaos, we need to know... what on earth should we do now?

In the follow-up to the New York Times bestseller What in the World Is Going On?, Dr. Jeremiah

brings a message ofhope and confidence from the priceless counsel of the Word of God. He an-

swers our most urgent questions, including:

• How can we weather this storm with a calm heart?

• What does it truly mean to "wait on the Lord"?

• What is Jesus saying to our chaotic world today?

• How on earth did we get into this mess?

• Can we take a broken world and rebuild it into something fruitful?

Living With Confidence in a Broken World shows us all that with the power and love of

Almighty God, we can live with confidence in this age of turmoil.

Hardcover Book, 253 pages—$22.99 Retail . Our Price $18.39

"5SSBBBKST"
DR. DAVID JEREMIAH

UMW6 WITH,

CONFIDENCE
,N fl

CHAOTIC,WHAT
ON EARTH
SHOULD WE 1

DO NOW?

Each sunrise seems to bringfresh reasons to fear.

They're talking layoffs at work, slowdowns in the economy, flare-ups in the Middle East,

turnovers at headquarters, downturns in the housing market, and upswings in global

warming. The plague of our day, terrorism, begins with the word terror. Fear, it seems,

has taken a hundred-year lease on the building next door and set up shop. Oversized

and rude, fear herds us into a prison and slams the doors. Wouldn't it be great to walk

out?

Imagine your life, wholly untouched by angst. What if faith, not fear, was your default

reaction to threats? Ifyou could hover a fear magnet over your heart and extract every

last shaving of dread, insecurity, or doubt, what would remain? Envision the day when

you can trust more and fear less.

Can you imagine your life without fear?

Hardcover Book, 221 pages—$24.99 Retail . Our Price $19.99

MAX LUCADO I
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Will your church sink or swim?
We live in a fast-paced, fluid world. A postmodern place where people are drifting,

making midcourse corrections in every aspect of life, from careers, to relationships, to

beliefs.

As church leaders, we must continually reshape our ministries to reach a society adrift.

We must move from being adaptive to being proactive, remaining flexible -while delivering

an uncompromising message.

AquaChurch 2.0 is a guide for developing responsive and relevant church leadership.

Fusing biblical wisdom and modern-day insights, acclaimed author Leonard Sweet

explores the essentials of missional arts, including vision, creativity, and teamwork.

This updated and revised edition will enable your ministry to navigate today's cultural

currents, provide a beacon to your community, and meaningfully connect with a

postmodern world..

Paperback Book, 382 pages—$ 14.99 Retail . Our Price SI 1.99

God is notfinished with the church.
The church should be the greatest "gathering" on earth because it is the Body ot Christ, yet many

people view the modern church as anemic and powerless—or worse, harmful and possibly

dangerous. Why? Perhaps most postmodern Americans believe that the church is simply a belief

system like Hinduism, Buddhism, and Islam; they lump Christianity with all the other religions,

and suspect that it's all about rules to control people's behavior. Or maybe the media's politically

correct agenda, which denies supernatural Christianity and explains away God's authority tound

in the Bible, has distracted people from recognizing the church as a transformative force for good

in the world.

Elmer Towns suggests that the Body of Christ is at its best when it focuses on Jesus ...

and he delivers the good news that there are many churches who are doing just that! In

What's Right with the Church, Dr. Towns takes you on a tour of churches that are

carrying forward the Early Church's mission and transforming their communities, in

spite oi media skepticism and cultural cynicism. . . . Dr. Towns contends that there are a

few essentials that, when the church gets them right, ensure that the Body of Christ

moves forward in its mission with power and purpose. These basics include the Bible,

sin, worship, serving, and the Great Commission—and, of course, Jesus Christ!

Hardcover Book, 223 pages—S17.99 Retail . Our Price $14.39
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Free Will Baptist Press
FOUNDATION, INC.

3928 Lee Street • Ayden, North Carolina 28513

252.746.6128 • 800.849.3927 • Fax 252.746.9248

www.fwbpress.com

Sfreading the Word Through the Printed Page!
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Please join us for the 7
rn
Annual

Paper and Cleaning Products Drive

Friday, July 16, 2010 at 7:15 p.m.

Fireworks Night!

Paper and Cleaning Products will be collected at the gates to benefit

Free Will Baptist Children's Home in Middlesex, NC
Our Layman's League has joined once again with the Carolina Mudcats to promote a day to help the

Children's Home. On July 1 6, the Mudcats are going to have bins set up at the entrances of their stadium

for people to bring paper/cleaning products for the Children's Home. This is a great opportunity for your

Church, Layman's League, Woman's Auxiliaries, and Youth Groups to begin, even now, to collect

paper/cleaning products and bring them to Tri-County Stadium on that day. There is a discount for

tickets purchased in bulk and would make a great day of ministry and fun.

Campus Needs

Paper towels, toilet paper, all types of cleaning supplies (NO GLASS CLEANER),
laundry detergent, bleach, dish detergent, personal hygiene items—antiperspirant (boys

and girls), body lotions, bath powder, shampoo, twin size comforters, sheet sets,

blankets, 33 gallon or larger trash receptacles, trash bags (33 gal or larger), kitchen

towels & dish cloths

All Church groups registered in advance will receive:

$6 Box Seat Special (regular price—$10)

To receive this special discount, all tickets must be paid for by July 8. Discount not available at the gate.

Tickets will be mailed within 10 days prior to the game. Paper products will be dropped off at the stadium.

Paper and cleaning products drive

questions? Call

Bill Doane (252) 753-3717

Mudcats Questions? Call

Joshua Bridges

(919) 269-2287
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FORANY
CHRISTIAN'

THE NEXT TIME GOD ASKS
YOU TO SPEAK, BE READY!

PURPOSE-FILLED
PRESENTATIONS
How Any Christian Can

Communicate More Effectively

to Anybody, Anytime, Anywhere

Chances are, if you're active in your

church, at some point you'll have to

talk to people.Your presentation may

be informal—like greeting people at

the door—or formal—like sharing your

testimony before a congregation. But

either way, it will make an impact.

Master presenter Tony Jeary uses

his experience training top CEOs
around the world to provide a unique,

practical handbook for any teacher,

preacher, leader, speaker—any Christian

involved in ministry.

Gain confidence, enhance your

credibility, and maximize your response

—prepare with purpose.
F

t

I.

-Retail: $14.99 *S
Contact: Free Will Baptist

Ayden, Kinston, or New I



Coloring£2
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to Revelation

Children will enjoy coloring the simple

drawings of familiar Bible stories from

both the Old and New Testaments and

will learn about the Bible as they color.

• 45 favorite stories

• Over 380 pages of coloring fun

Bible references on every page

• Perforated pages make it easy to use

A great inexpensive gift
for each child in your
family or classroom!

each

FWB Press • 1-800-849-3927

Receive 20% off listed price

with mention of this ad.

(plus NC Tax and shipping)

Standard*
PUBLISHING
Bringing The Word to Life
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Display/Advertising Rates

b/w-—1/8 page vrt./hrz. 1• $20

b/w-—1/4 page vrt./hrz. « $30

b/w-—1/2 page vrt./hrz. *• $40

b/w-—3/4 page vrt./hrz. 1• $50

b/w—Full page «• $60

b/w—back cover 1• $120

color—back cover «• $150

Churches & Ministry Positions • $8
(maximum of 4 lines)

Personal Information Changes • No Charge
(notice of phone, mailing address, and e-mail address changes)

These rates are for first-time runs. Additional consecutive

runs are half-price (of equal or lesser size).

The printing ofads is contingent on the availability ofspace.

We reserve the right to condense space as necessary. You will

be charged only for the actual size used.

These advertising rates are for, and advertising is permitted by,

OFWB churches and auxiliary organizations. These charges

apply to any announcements, coming event listings, invitations,

and registration forms. Ifyou have any questions, contact the

editor by e-mail at <editor@fwbpress.com> or by phone at

(800) 849-3927 ext. 227. There is no charge for feature

article submissions from OFWB churches/members or
news releases of recent OFWB church happenings.

SUBMISSION DEADLINE INFORMATION
FOR ARTICLES AND ADVERTISING

The deadline for submissions to The Free Will Baptist is

the 5th day of the month prior to publication. (Example:
Items to be published in a January issue must be in no
later than the 5th day of December.) When the 5th

falls on
a weekend, material is due on the Friday before. You
may submit items by any of the following methods:

• E-mail to <editor@fwbpress.com>,
• Fax to (252) 746-9248, Attn: Editor,

• Hand deliver, or
• Mail to: Editor, The Free Will Baptist

PO Box 159
Ayden, NC 28513.

"Phone-in or handwritten information is acceptable.

However, we cannot be held responsible for errors!

"Pictures are not returned unless there is an appropriate

self-addressed stamped envelope included!

Submissions for Personal Information Changes will run for

2 months only.

T|F|W|B
THE ^REE W!LL baptist

WANTS TO HEAR FROM YOU IF YOU HAVE:
a new address, received damaged or duplicate copies,

missed an issue, experienced any billing problems, or

you want to renew or cancel a subscription. You may
contact us by e-mail at: <editor@fwbpress.com> or

by phone at (252) 746-6128 or (800) 849-3927.

Johnston Union OFWB is currently accepting applications for Director of Youth Ministries. This will

be a part time position. We are looking for someone that is motivated and ready for a challenge.

Some experience in building a youth program is a plus. You can send your resume to:

Director of Youth Ministries Search Committee
c/o Johnston Union Original FWB Church

P.O. Box 1851 • Smithfield, NC 27577

or email it to:keylifeministries@yahoo.com
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NORTH CAROLINA FOUNDATION FOR
CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES

THE MICHAEL ROUSE FAMILY SCHOLARSHIP ENDOWMENT
THE ENDOWMENT OF THE MONTH

Mr. Donnie E. Lassiter, (left), Chair of the Foundation Board of Directors,

presents a plaque to:

MR.AND MRS. MICHAEL ROUSE OF GOLDSBORO, NC
In recognition of their establishing a scholarship endowment

for the education of persons preparing for Christian ministry.

Footprints convey that some has gone before us,

Leaving us a marked way;
And remind us that we also can leave a marked way

For those who come after us.

For more information on the Rouse Endowment and the North Carolina Foundation For Christian Ministries, please see pages 16-19.
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Workingfor God With Expectation
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the Original Free Will Baptist

MONTHLY PLANNER

VLCllXSt 20109
Heritage Month

This is a calendar of major denominational events. Also included are some regular holidays and special days/seasons of the Christian year.

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

/ 2 3 4 5 6 7

Cornerstone Retreat—Cragmont

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31

coming soon:
September 10-12, 2010—Emmanuel Retreat at Cragmont

Woman's Auxiliary Fall Conventions
Eastern: September 18, 201 0—at Westside @ 9:30

Central: September 25, 2010—at Harrell's Chapel @ 9:30

Pee Dee: October 2, 2010—at Beaverdam @ 9:00

Cape Fear: October 2, 201 0—at Shady Grove @ 9:00

Western: October 6, 2010—at Selma @ 9:00

Albemarle: October 9, 2010—at Free Union @ 9:30
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REFLECTIONS
with C. H. Overman

HOW DID WE EVER MAKE IT?

Having been born and reared during the Great

Depression years, I am amazed and some-what

dumbfounded at the smartness and abilities of the younger

generation, particularly the very young. Day by day we
encounter new ideologies and technologies, some good

and some bad. Parents face decisions today concerning

their children that we never dreamed of, and in most cases

they handle them well.

I sometimes wonder how we made it back then when
gadgets and devices were unheard of. Our first radio was
battery operated. There was no FM, only AM stations.

When electricity came we switched to an electric operated

radio. Some folks were fortunate enough to own a crank-

up phonograph (thanks to Mr. Edison). Early on, the only

telephone was located in the country stores and folks

living in the community would use it, especially in cases of

emergency. Communications were very limited, to say the

least. Yet, we made it without cell phones, CDs, and DVDs,
resulting in what we may call a laid-back generation; but

we knew no other and in reality life was sweeter and far

more simpler.

Children entertained themselves in various ways, with

less restrictions on their day to day activities. Summertime
was "barefoot time" especially on the farm. After a summer
shower, we played in the side ditches and puddles of water

with little thought of anything contagious attacking us.

And we often wondered how tadpoles suddenly appeared

in some of the puddles. Sure, we had the usual childhood

diseases—measles, mumps, whooping cough, flu, colds,

etc., but we survived. Manuals on how to "raise" children

must have existed, but evidently they were few and far

between. It was the practical aspect to life that mattered

back then, and somehow it worked.

Church and Sunday School was a part of our lives.

The Bible was taught and preached without reservations.

Truth was taught from the Word. We listened and sought

to obey its teachings. Certainly there were those who
questioned its truths, but the truth was victorious and

at early ages we make our commitments to Him. What
we now call "the Greatest Generation" made it through

some of the toughest time in the history of our country,

and somehow I believe the legacy of that generation will

live on and impact the generations to come.



How Did We Qct Our
Denommarional Name:*
% Dr. Michael Pelt

Today we identify our denomination as the

Convention of Original Free Will Baptists,

but that has not always been the case. In fact,

we are the heirs of a movement that began about 400

years ago with a group of English Separatists that had

left their homeland to settle across the English Channel

in Amsterdam, Holland. Because their pastor, John

Smyth, concluded from his study of the New Testament

that baptism should be administered only to believers,

the entire congregation was baptized and that became

a guiding principle for all Baptists. It is why we have

that word in the name of our denomination. So we are

part of that larger movement among Protestants whose
identity is derived from their belief and practice of

what is called believer's baptism as opposed to infant

baptism.

Due to the influence of a Dutch scholar at the

time by the name of Jacob Arminius, the leaders of

this congregation were persuaded to reject certain

teachings of John Calvin that were widely accepted

in England and Holland, including such doctrines

as predestination, limited atonement, and particular

election. Apart ofthe congregation under the leadership

of Thomas Helwys, who was chosen as their pastor,

decided to return to England in order to share their

faith with family and friends living there. Their leader

was soon imprisoned because he took a strong stand for

religious liberty that was offensive to the church-state

authorities, including King James I, England's ruler

and current Head of the Church of England. As their

numbers increased and new churches were formed,

they soon became known as General Baptists because

of their conviction that Christ died for all mankind
as opposed to the belief that Christ's atonement was
only for the "elect" which God had chosen from the

beginning. This latter view was shared by a majority

of English Protestants, including a group of Baptists

that arose at the time, who took the name of Particular

Baptists.

The Baptist movement, both General and Particular,

experienced more liberty to share their convictions

during the English Revolution in the 1640s and during

the rule of Oliver Cromwell, as did other churches

that took issue with the Anglican Church. But all of

them suffered a serious setback when the English

monarchy was restored under Charles II in 1660 and

the Church of England was strengthened by laws

enacted by the English Parliament. In the last decades

of the 17 th century some Baptists decided to immigrate

to America and settle in the English colonies. General

Baptists were among them in colonies like Rhode
Island, Virginia, and the Carolinas. Some of those who
settled along the coast of North Carolina were later

able to hear the preaching of Paul Palmer and his

associates in the first half of the 18 th century. Several

churches were formed and ministers were chosen to

lead them.

But the intervention of Particular Baptist pastors from

the Philadelphia Association who were unfriendly to

these General Baptists were able to persuade many of

them to submit to a reorganization of their churches on

the basis of the Particular Baptist interpretation of the

doctrine of salvation. In their view the church should

consist only of those who could give evidence that

they were among the elect. Just a few ministers and

churches remained true to General Baptist teachings.

We have almost no written record of their struggles

during the last half of the 18 th century and the first

decade of the 19 th century and what is available was
written by their detractors. According to Elder Jesse

Heath there were only three ministers and five small

churches when he was ordained to the ministry in

1807.

In 1812 there was an annual meeting of these

churches and in that year it was decided that two of

their leaders, Jesse Heath and James Roach, should

revise their articles of faith and their rules of discipline

for the conference and for the local churches. The
document, which they revised, was a statement of faith

written by General Baptists in 1660, the title of which

was "A Brief Confession or Declaration of Faith,"

and which had served General Baptists since that

time as their standard confession of faith. The revised

document was an abstract of the Confession of 1660

that omitted any reference to the troubles that General

Baptists were facing at that time. It is interesting that

continued on page 35



ective on

the Value ofan

Education
ByJoshua M. Whitfield

As I am writing this article I

am preparing to enter my last

semester of theological education

at Campbell University Divinity

School and upon completion of

this last semester I will earn a

Masters of Divinity degree. With

a sigh and a smile I can say it has

been a long journey full of research

and paper writing, test taking, and

book reading. The journey has

also been formational for me both

spiritually and theologically and

one that exceeding my hopes and

expectations.

After accepting the call to ministry

in April of 2006, 1 began my journey

at Campbell the following fall with

the thoughts of only taking the

courses required by the Eastern

Conference in order that I might

receive my credentials to become
ordained. Shortly after beginning

that fall I fell in love with becoming

educated and preparing myself for

ministry and being back in school.

I also realized how valuable this

theological education would be

to my career as a minister. More
importantly, I felt this education

would adequately prepare me for

service in the kingdom of God here

on Earth.

Completing the degree require-

ments has not been easy nor has it

been quick. It has been four long

years filled with difficulties, ques-

tions, ups and downs, spiritually

awakening moments, and times

and circumstances that forced me
to wrestle with theological and

doctrinal issues. My theology and

doctrine has not been threatened

or changed, however, in the words

of Dean Michael Cogdill who upon
entry to the Divinity School tells

every student, "We do not want in

any way to tamper with your box of

theology; we just want to give you

a bigger box!" That they did. The

more I participated in education

the more I realized the less I knew
and how inadequately prepared I

was to fulfill my calling. The years

I have spent at Campbell have been

very fruitful and challenging, and

years that have served to prepare

me for Gospel ministry.

There is no way I can place a value

upon this education I have received.

I know what it would have cost me
if I was unable to find scholarships

and grants, however, when I

graduate in December, I will finish

with a $0 balance on my student

account. I have a good pastor friend

who attending another quality

accredited seminary and who also

did not receive any funds for his

education, and upon completion

he left with his degree and a hefty

$45,000 loan! Beyond the monetary

concerns I have been blessed with

new friends who are also preparing

for ministry. The bonds I have

formed and the fellowships I am
involved with will forever be a part

of my life.

I can honestly say without hesi-

tation that Campbell University

Divinity School has changed and
strengthened my life, both my
individual walk with my Savior

and my approach to ministry. The
faculty and staff always go above

and beyond to ensure students

are privy to the highest level of

academic scholarship and practical

knowledge and skills for use in a

variety of ministry settings. There

are many advantages and benefits

of attending Campbell University

Divinity School {see box at end of the

article).

Inevitably, some ministers and

current students will mistakenly

think they do not have the time

or money or energy and I would
encourage you to reconsider your

thoughts and talk with Kelly Jones

Jorgenson, Director of Admissions

at Campbell University Divinity

School (800-760-9827 ext. 1865). She

would be happy to discuss your

future at Campbell and how they

work with students and their de-

manding schedules so that conflicts

do not occur and demands are sat-

isfied.

If you are a non-traditional stu-

dent and are considering theo-

logical education but are currently

working a full-time job or serving a

church full-time, I would dare say

that most churches would gladly ac-

commodate their minister's wishes

to return to school and allow their

minister time off from their duties

at the church. This is after all an

excellent way to become better pre-

pared for service in the church. Al-

lowing the minister to continue his

education and improve the quality

and effectiveness of their ministry

4



through higher education is an investment that will

only pay large dividends for the church.

Campbell University Divinity School or any

accredited seminary serves to place the minister within

the vein of modern theological thought and biblical

scholarship. Seminary will introduce the student

to new concepts and ideas, new ways to approach

ministry and the study of God's Word. It will broaden

the student's abilities and competencies, and it is the

minister and the church that receive all the benefit.

Dr. Raper once said, "A call to the ministry is a call

to prepare." One should do all that is possible to fully

prepare themselves for service in the kingdom of

God. This preparation for ministry has the potential

to include receiving a quality theological education

and working diligently to maintain that education

through continued study and preparation. This

requires extreme focus and determination on behalf

of the minister. With so many differences between

Conferences and what their respective ordaining

councils require, the burden of pursuing an education

falls directly on the shoulders of the minister. A call

to the ministry is a serious call and there is no higher

calling one can receive. As ministers we owe our God
and our congregation to sufficiently prepare ourselves

to fulfill our calling.

History has shown that when the church has failed it

was not because there were no willing and dedicated

laity, rather the church failed due in large part because

of poorly prepared and ill-qualified leadership. Again,

to quote Dr. Raper, "The pew will never rise higher

than the pulpit!" This places the burden upon the

one who fills the pulpit to rise to the highest level of

preparation as possible. This not only pertains to the

minister's spiritual preparation through individual

prayer and study, but also the minister's mental and

practical preparation through education.

I believe there is no greater call one can receive

than to shepherd the people of God and be a minister

to his flock. With such great privilege comes great

responsibility. These responsibilities cannot be satisfied

by what a person currently possess in skills and

abilities. Rather, we must supplement and expand our

skills and competencies through theological education.

With such means of education available like Mount
Olive College and Campbell University Divinity

School the future for ministers and the ministry of

our denomination looks bright and promising. The

potential for spiritual and physical growth in our

churches due to quality-educated leadership is there.

Will you choose to take part in this awesome journey?

There is a man that is a member of the church I pastor

named Johnnie who also serves as a deacon in the

church and he has a saying that I particularly like. He
says, "God does not call the prepared but prepares

the called." May I ask you this question, "Are you
prepared?" You can be!

The many advantages and benefits of attending

Campbell University Divinity School

£Q Campbell offers students the opportunity to take classes one or two days a week and/or at night

allowing the student the freedom to work a full time job and attend school simultaneously.

£ Campbell offers students a solid foundation through core courses that addresses basic skills and

prepares one for any ministry setting while also offering the flexibility of several different ministry

concentrations.

£ The administration and Dean of the school have a level of determination that is unparalleled with

respect to providing a quality and affordable education that usually results in little to no cost for the

students.

CQ The level of experience and knowledge of the faculty in their respective fields places the students

on level playing ground with other quality divinity school graduates.

CQI Now with the expanded partnership between Campbell University Divinity School and our

denomination and students from Mount Olive College, there is no better time to plan to continue the

educational process to include master's level theological education. These two outstanding schools

have successfully eliminated most of the barriers and excuses for those students who are serious

about receiving an education and preparing for the ministry.

5



CONVENTION NEWS

A Message From Headquarters:
For the past five and a half years, the Office of

Convention Services has carried out its assigned

task ofbecoming a source of informationand service

to the Original Free Will Baptist Denomination.

Every church we have visited has heard a brief

summary of OFWB Ministry activities and in some
cases a synopsis of the history and purpose of each

Ministry as well as a reminder of the prayer and

financial support needed by each one. We continue

to encourage your support of all of the Ministries

of your denomination and would strongly urge

your church to invite the Ministry Directors to

share even more information in a Sunday Service.

August is OFWB Heritage Month... the time for

your church to go above and beyond its budgeted

line item and provide additional support for the

Convention Headquarters. Just as with most of the

other OFWB Ministries, the Headquarters operates

mainly on funds provided by our churches. Annual
Convention registration fees, church dues, etc. are

just a small part of the necessary income needed

to maintain the services this office provides to

our denomination. Your generous gift during this

crucial time will go a long way toward stabilizing

current programs and beginning new opportunities

of service to you.

We are offering a simple and easy way for your

church to come on board as a partner in ministry

with your Headquarters. It is called the 200"'

Anniversary Campaign. The first session of the

Annual OFWB Convention was held in 1913. The
100 th Annual Session will be held in May 2012. Our
goal, simply, is to raise $100,000 for the work of

your Convention by that Session. The easy way
is for your church, Sunday School class, auxiliary,

layman's league, choir, and youth group to partner

with us by raising $5 (five dollars) per week for

the next 100 weeks (that's 71 <t per day). Our first

pledge was paid in full by the Lanier's Chapel

Woman's Auxiliary, followed soon by the OFWB
Layman's League. Your Headquarters staff has

pledged an even greater amount. Join us in laying

a solid financial foundation for the future work of

your Headquarters. The facing page will give you

even more information and you can always call

our office at (252) 746-4963, or e-mail us at <ofwb.

hq@ofwb.org>.

Thank you for your support of all Original Free

Will Baptist Ministries. Our heritage and history

are rich in the service of God's Kingdom. Let's

continue to build new opportunities for ministry

that will open new avenues for carrying His

Gospel to a world that needs Christ. May God
wonderfully bless you as you seek to serve Him
with expectation.

*****

The 2010 Convention Golf Fellowship was
a tremendous success. Proceeds from this

event were shared with the FWB Children's

Home and will be used for the Heritage Hall

renovation project. In this photo, Convention

Services Director Buddy Sasser presents a

check for $1,750 to Children's Home CEO,

Gary Lee.



Celebrating 100 Years ofMinistry

"A Century ofGrace"
A $100,000Journey to your

OFWB Conventions 100th Annual Session

May 22-24, 2012

Understanding the importance of our Denominational Headquarters,

I wish to become a Partner in the

100th Anniversary Campaign
and do hereby pledge the total of $500 to our

Original Free Will Baptist Headquarters payable as indicated:

(Check One)

Amount in full or One Time Gift of $

Annual gifts of $250 payable on

$25 monthly beginning

$10 weekly beginning

$5 weekly beginning

Other (describe)

Upon receipt ofyourfirst gift, you will be sent monthly reminders

that will include a complete summary ofyour contributions.

Name:

Mailing Address:

e-mail Address:

Phone Number:

Please Make Gifts Payable to:

OFWB Headquarters • P.O. Box 39 • Ayden, NC 28513



Original Free Will Baptist
Headquarters

Providing: Information, Communication,
Promotion,Training, and Support Services

Information
Annual Convention Report Book • Pastors Seeking Churches

Directory of Churches & Ministers • Convention Web Page: www.ofwb.org

Churches Needing Pastors • Meeting Dates of Conferences

Communication
More than 1300 e-mail Contacts

Church News & Events

Deaths, Sickness, & Prayer Requests

TFWB Magazine Articles

Liaison Between Churches & Ministries

Conference Meetings

Promotion
• OFWB Convention and Programs
• Minister's I.M.PA.C.T. Banquet
• Annual Convention Golf Tournament

Churches Helping Churches

Denominational Awards Programs

Wall of Honor

Training
Various Workshops & Study Courses

Deacon Training

Usher Training

Mentoring

Practical Ministry for New Ministers

Summer Youth Camps

Pulpit Supply

Interim Ministry Placement

Ministry Resource Team
Headquarters Office Staff

Support Services
• Church Needs Consultant

• Christian Flag Service

• General Public Relations

For more information on
• The Work of Your Headquarters,

• Scheduling a Visit by the Director,

• Receiving e-mail Communications
• Any of the items listed herein,

Or to become a partner in the Ministry

of your Headquarters, contact us at:

Original Free Will Baptist Headquarters

P.O. Box 39, Ayden, NC 28513

or by Phone at (252) 746-4963,

or on the Web at <www.ofWb.org>

Serving Him by Serving You



Original Free Will Baptist

Denominational Structure

God: The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit

formauonof 1
Original Free Will Baptist Churches

AIL 1 T2 r> i r 1 / Depending on their

Albemarle, Cape rear, Central, Eastern, f location, these churches

Paul Palmer, Pee Dee, Piedmont, WesternJ \ h~^ZltT

J

Who together Convention of
organized the

J
Original Free Will Baptists

This organization, headquartered
in Ayden, NC, has given birth

to these Ministries

Children's Home, Church Finance, Cragmont, Foreign Missions,

FWB Press, Home Missions and Evangelism, Minister s Program,

Mount Olive College, Retirement Homes, Sunday School



MOUNT OLIVE COLLEGE 634 Henderson Street • Mount Olive, NC 28365 • 1.800.653.0854 • www.moc.edu

Opportunities at

MOUNT OLIVE COLLEGE
It's Not Too Late

It's not too late to apply for Fall semester at Mount Olive College! MOC has openings for students in

daytime and evening programs. Call 1 -800-653-0854 for more information.

Campus Tours
Students and their families can schedule a private visit by contacting <admissions@moc.edu> or

1-800-653-0854. Regardless of which MOC location you choose, our admissions staff will also be

glad to arrange for you to meet those who can help you with your financial aid planning.

For College Transfers

Class schedules for fall semester are located online at <www.moc.edu>. Click on academics, then

calendars and schedules. Students planning to transfer to Mount Olive College for fall 2010 can

complete the free online application at <www.moc.edu> and have transcripts sent to Tim Woodard,

Director of Admissions, 634 Henderson Street, Mount Olive, NC 28365; <twoodard@moc.edu>. Call

Tim for an appointment soon! Classes fill quickly. 1 -800-653-0854

Can't quit your job but need to get a degree?
One night a week programs for adults who need the convenience of evening higher education

opportunities are available at New Bern, Jacksonville, Mount Olive Evening College, Research Triangle

Park, Wilmington, and Washington. All programs meet from 6-1 0 p.m. on the same night every week.

To make contact with an Admissions Representative at one of our locations, call 1 -800-NEW GOAL.

Evening College

Management and Organizational Development (8/1 2/201 0)

Heritage (8/23/2010)

Management & Organizational Development (at JCC) (9/7/201 0)

Health Care Management (9/9/2010)

Early Childhood Education (9/20/2010)

Jacksonville

Heritage (9/15/2010)

Healthcare Management (9/23/2010)

New Bern
Heritage Associates Degree (7/1 3/201 0)

Healthcare Management (8/1 9/201 0)

Criminal Justice/Criminology (9/16/2010)

Research Triangle Park

Managements Organizational Development (8/1 1/2010)

Heritage Associate Degree (8/23/201 0)

Criminal Justice/Criminology (9/1 5/201 0)

Washington
Heritage (8/5/2010)

Managements Organizational Development (8/17/2010)

Healthcare Management (9/1 5/201 0)

Wilmington
Heritage (8/17/2010)

Management & Organizational Development (8/25/201 0)

Healthcare Management (9/1 6/201 q)

Early Childhood (9/20/2010)
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2010 Planning cfe&sions

for MOC Dinners
The schedule for the 2010 Planning Sessions are listed below. Mount Olive College is a ministry of the Original Free

Will Baptist Church brought into being to provide educational services for the Church. Each church is encouraged

to have a representative and its pastor attend the planning session where up to date information will be provided

and plans made for the annual College dinner. For additional information please contact Jean F. Ackiss, Director

of Church Support, at (919) 658-7744 or <jfackiss@moc.edu>, or Hope McPherson, Assistant Director of Church

Support, at (919) 658-7714 or <hmcpherson@moc.edu>. If you are calling long distance please use 1-800-653-0854.

GREENE COUNTY
Thursday, August 12, 7:30 p.m.

Hull Road OFWB Church near Snow Hill

BEAUFORT COUNTY
Friday, August 13, 7:30 p.m.

Free Union OFWB Church near Pinetown

NASH COUNTY
Sunday, August 15, 3:00 p.m.

Free Union OFWB Church near Spring Hope

LENOIR COUNTY
Monday, August 16, 7:30 p.m.

La Grange OFWB Church, La Grange

EDGCOMBE COUNTY
Tuesday, August 17, 7:00 p.m.

Edgewood OFWB Church near Macclesfield

WAYNE COUNTY
Thursday, August 19, 7:30 p.m.

First OFWB Church of Goldsboro

PEE DEE ASSOCIATION
Friday, August 20, 7:30 p.m.

Beaverdam OFWB Church near Chadbourn

PAMLICO COUNTY
Sunday, August 22, 3:00 p.m.

Rock of Zion OFWB Church, Grantsboro

PITT COUNTY
Monday, August 23, 7:30 p.m.

Reedy Branch OFWB Church near Winterville

WASHINGTON, MARTIN, TYRRELL, AND
PASQUOTANK COUNTIES
Thursday, August 26, 7:00 p.m.

Mount Tabor OFWB Church near Creswell

ONSLOW-BRUNSWICK COUNTIES
Friday, August 27, 7:00 p.m.

Folkstone OFWB Church, Folkstone

JONES COUNTY
Sunday, August 29, 3:00 p.m.

Pilgrim Home OFWB Church near Dover

WILSON COUNTY
Monday, August 30, 7:30 p.m.

Daniels Chapel OFWB Church near Wilson

DUPLIN COUNTY
Tuesday, August 31, 7:30 p.m.

Cabin OFWB Church near Beulaville

CRAVEN COUNTY
Thursday, September 2, 7:00 p.m.

Saint Mary's OFWB Church, New Bern

CARTERET COUNTY
Friday, September 3, 7:00 p.m.

Crab Point OFWB Church, Morehead City

JOHWTQN vmm cm»wm
Tuesday, September 7, 7:30 p.m.

First OFWB Church of Smithfield

SAMPSON, HARNETT, AND CUMBERLAND
COUNTIES
Thursday, September 9, 7:30 p.m.

Oak Grove OFWB Church near Newton Grove



Paul Named President of Mount
Olive College Alumni Association

Gregg Paul of Midlothian, VA, for-

merly from Belhaven, NC is Presi-

dent of the Mount Olive College

Alumni Association where he served

for a number of years on the Alumni
Board. Gregg grew up in the Sidney

OFWB Church in Beaufort County

and is the son of Mrs. Verena Paul of

Belhaven, NC.
"Gregg brings energy, enthusiasm,

fresh ideas, valued leadership and

passion for his alma mater to his role

as president of the alumni," states

Dianne Riley, Director of Alumni Re-

lations.

Gregg earned his associate's degree

from MOC, where he graduated with

honors. He went on to earn his Bach-

elor of Arts degree and his master in

business administration from Oral

Roberts University in Tulsa, Okla-

homa.

Gregg has built his professional

career in the human resources dis-

cipline. Currently employed with

Kenexa, a technology and human
resources consulting organization,

Gregg serves as the MidAtlantic's

Client Services Leader. Gregg is ac-

tive in the Richmond, Virginia area

being very involved in his church,

Southside Nazarene Church. Pro-

fessionally he has remained active

in the local chapter of the Society of

Human Resources, and has served as

a past president of the Virginia Asso-

ciation of Colleges and Employers.

Gregg is married to Glenda and

they have three children, Doug, Eric

and Kara.

May 201 0 OFWB Graduates

Nick Lewis and Family

(Antioch Church, Craven County)
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Change For Children 201

0

Monies from our 14th annual Change For Children

Campaign are still coming in. And once again, Free Will

Baptists have demonstrated unselfish giving and made this

campaign a success. Many individuals contributed to this

campaign, as well as churches and church groups. Listed

below are the churches and church groups that have sent in

their Change For Children collections through July 2, 2010.

Barnes Hill Free Union, Spring Hope Pleasant Grove, Pikeville

Belhaven Fremont Pleasant Hill, Pikeville

Bethany, Winterville Friendly Chapel Pleasant Plain
1 l A f 1 1

Bethany, Wadesboro Grimsley Rains Crossroads

Bethel, Four Oaks Gum Swamp Robert's Grove

Blended Fellowship Hickory Chapel Rooty Branch

Branch Chapel
II II ^ k 1 i

Holly Springs, Newport Saint Mary's

Casey's Chapel Hopewell
/ il S 1 I A / 5 A '' \

(Kenly Woman s Auxiliary)

Community Hugo Saints Delight

Core Creek Hull Road Sandy Plain

Crab Point Indian Springs Sarecta

Daly's Chapel Juniper Chapel Smith's New Home
Daniels Chapel Kenly Smyrna, Benson

Davis LaGrange Sneads Ferry

Deep Run Lanier's Chapel Snow Hill

Dilda's Grove Lanwood Chapel Sound Side

Dublin Grove Little Bethel Sound View

Edgewood Macedonia Spring Branch

Edwards Chapel Malachi's Chapel St. Paul, Elizabeth City

Emerson Memorial Stancils Chapel

Faith, Four Oaks Micro Steven's Chapel

Plymouth First Moseley's Creek Stony Hill

(Woman's Auxiliary) Mt. Olive, Whiteville Stony HII

Plymouth First Mt. Zion, Beulaville (Intermediate SS Class)

Greenville First Mt. Zion, Bayboro Trinity, Clayton

Greenville First, New Hope Union Chapel, Plymouth

(Crusaders SS Class) New Sandy Hill Union Grove

Durham First Northeast Walnut Creek

Kinston First Oak Grove, Bladenboro Welcome Home
Rocky Mount First Oak Grove, Chocowinity West Clinton, Clinton

Smithfield First Oriental Westside

Warsaw First Owens Chapel White Hill

Wilson First Palmer Memorial White Oak Grove

(Woman's Auxiliary) Pearsall Chapel Wintergreen

Floods Chapel Pilgrim Home Winterville

Folkston Piney Grove, Albertson (Women of Faith SS Class)

Free Spirit Piney Grove Wooten's Chapel

Free Union, Walstonburg Piney Grove, Beaufort County Yelverton Grove
Free Union, Pinetown Pireway
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Campus Visitors
On Julyl, members of the Woman's Auxiliary from Wintergreen

Church came to campus to drop off supplies, and to take a tour of

Heritage Hall and Memorial Chapel. While walking across campus,
they couldn't seem to resist joining some of our residents on the park

swings.

Also, the Children's Home was recently blessed with a donation of 30

Bibles from Selma and Martha Briley, Stokes, NC, members of Hickory

Grove Church, who stopped by the home for a visit. These Bibles will be

presented to new residents when they attend their first church service.

\

Back To School
It will only be a few short days before school starts back. With the start of a

new school year comes many challenges, there are new people to meet supplies

to be purchased and a new routine for our children to get accustomed to. Listed

below are some of the items we will need to start the new school year.

Markers and Highlighters

Hand Sanitizer

Kleenex Tissue

Subject Dividers

Sheet Protectors

Mechanical Pencils

One and Two inch Three Ring Binders

Umbrellas

If you have any questions, please call the

Development Office at (252) 235-2161.



As times have changed in thepast 90years, so has the

Free Will Baptist Children's Home. As weproceed with our

pictorial view ofthepast, you will notice the difference.
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A New Family Is Born
VARNA, BULGARIA

BY WILLEM VAN DER PLAS

Last year in August, Milene and
Kosta married and formed together

a large family. Kosta has one son,

Anthony, married to Anny. They
have one daughter Christine. He
has two daughters, Victoria and
Elisabeth. Milene has a son, Slavyan,

who is 10 years old. Five original

Gypsies and three Bulgarians live

peacefully together in the house of

Kosta in Varna; united as a happy
family. Milene, Slavyan, and Anny
are Bulgarians.

Kosta has received a wonderful

helper at his side, who understands

her position as a pastor-wife, which
is not always easy, though very

important to the Church. She accepted
Jesus as her personal Savior and was
baptized by Kosta last year. She has a

busy job as a deputy directress of the

Government Orphan Youth Center at

Varna. Nevertheless, she accepts her

task in the Church sincerely, relaxed

and with great joy, showing an open
ear to all people who speak to her

about their spiritual and material

needs.

Both, Kosta and Milene have
an open heart to people who are

homeless and need shelter. Zlatomir

has reached the age of 18 years and is

no longer supposed to remain in the

Orphan Center. His mother is taken

care of permanently in a special

clinic for mentally sick people. Kosta

and Milene decided to adopt him
into their family. Wonderful! It was
not a matter of discussion to all of

them. They just agreed to take this

step. Besides, they are expecting two
grandchildren.

Kosta and Milene ask you for

continuous prayer for themselves,

their family, and their ministry.

Milene knows the Lord and has

written a poem (see below) as a

special testimony in the Bulgarian

language which we translated.

Thinking about YOU
Like a beam of LightYOU shine on me, YOUR warmth and goodness capture me

YOUR Holy Spirit guides me on my way to Eternal Life.

Great are YOU my Lord, unforgettable

My love to YOU is incomparable, becauseYOU are incontestable.

Completely I give myself to YOU, keep my life in YOUR Hands

Waiting on the glimpse ofYOUR Love, I trust my spirit close to YOU.

YOU live in my heart, I feel YOUR gentle breath

EnjoyingYOUR redemption, while looking into YOUR Creation.

— Milene —



There Is Hope
For Everyone

VARNA, BULGARIA

BYKOSTAIVANOV
At the Orphan Home of Kniadina Nedeshda, where

Milene Ivanova works, there is only one boy who has

finished High School. His name is Zlatomir Zlavov

Asenov. He is now 19 years old and considered too old

to live any longer in the Government Orphan Home;
for this reason Kosta and his family adopted him.

Zlatomir has been in the orphanages since a very

young age. There he developed an attitude of high

personal responsibility and a determined view on this

world and his future. Before, he finished the middle
school with a specialization as cook, but yet he seeks

for more education. At the moment I write this, he
is working as a cook in the tourist center "Golden
Sand."

For the last five months he has attended our church

worship services and enjoys the company of the

believers. He has accepted our Lord Jesus Christ as his

personal Savior and gives testimony that this changed
his life into the best.

This summer Zlatomir finished his high school

with excellent grades. However, he has one problem:

"From where shall I receive the money for a new
suit, shirt, tie, and shoes?" He never has known his

father and his mother, being nursed in a clinic for

mental handicapped people, they cannot help him.

The graduation ceremonies, in Bulgaria known as

the "Abitur," are a great problem for him. However,
Milelene bought him a suit, shirt, and tie and from
Balchik he received new shoes and socks. What a

joy to help this young man in his real need, because
it is a shame not to have new clothes on the day of

graduation. Zlatomir is overwhelmed with great

thankfulness and all his sorrows have been taken

away by such a simple way of solving his needs.

One day we all will receive THE GRADUTION
CLOTHES FROM OUR LORD; the day when we are

called to come into the celebration of HIS BANQUET.
There is our great HOPE, the HOPE for each one who
depends on the LORD, receives a new name and his

mark.
Thank you that you make it possible to have this

HOPE on our personal future. Let the WHOLE
WORLD KNOW.

If your church is planning

to purchase a new van,

please consider donating

the older one to Foreign

Missions. It would be

a great blessing to the

ministry in Mexico.

r —
Contact Harold Jones at (252) 746-4963 or by e-mail at

<director@ofwbi.org> for more information.
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A Trip To Remember
PHILIPPINES

BYMARILOUM. STOCKS

I was waiting for this time to come, to finally visit my
own country. I had been away from the Philippines for 18

months. Missing home has never been easy, for it is a place

where you know you belong and a place where memories

are treasured and cherished. It is also a place that can lead

you to another place. Sagbayan, Bohol is where I grew up
in a Christian family. My parents taught me about God
and how great and awesome He is. My father pastored the

Free Will Baptist Church and I witnessed God's ministry

growing up. When the church was built with your help,

I told myself, "I will get married here" and I did. This is

the place where I first met my partner in life, where he

proposed, and where we got married.

It was Wednesday, April 26, 2006, when the Medical

Mission Team came to our church. It was a beautiful day

and God was with the hands and hearts of those who
volunteered to come and be a part of the team. The team

saw many people in one day and gave them free medicines,

hope, and love. They saw people who would never think

themselves worthy to be cared for as the medical team did.

I was there and I saw the joy in the people's faces. Thank

God, Dr. Don gave me a job as the interpreter. That gave me
a chance to be a part of the team. That gave me a good reason

to mingle with them and to talk with Tim. It was just casual

talk, at that time, for the team members are cautioned about

developing relationships with the opposite sex while on the

team. Our relationship actually developed via the Internet

and phone conversations after Tim returned home.

I worked with the team for just 2 days and had the best

experience ever. It was so fulfilling and a great pleasure in

my heart knowing I helped. I know I didn't do as much as

Dr. Don, but I felt like I was a doctor, too, because I was
saying the same thing as Dr. Don said only in my dialect

(Bisaya/Cebuano). That moment meant a lot to me. I salute

all those who came from North Caroline to share their love

and care for the Filipino people. They love us Filipinos.

We're not even related to one another, but they sacrificed

their time, money, and strength. They left their family to

come see us and show us God's love. God did the same

thing; He gave His Only Son because He loves us so much.

We departed for the Philippines on April 6, 2010. The

team members were: Mr. Harold, Ms. Sandra, Dr. Don,

Karen, Gwen, Seth, Pat, Tim, and I. When we arrived in

the Philippines on the night of April 7, I was so excited,

but before I could go to Bohol we had to be with the team

and do what God told us to do. We went to Palawan and

did medical mission in 3 places. We met a lot of people. Dr.

Don and the team were very kind and nice to them. We
witnessed water baptisms, which was very heart warming.

To see the young people giving their lives to God and

accepting Jesus Christ as their Savior and Lord was a great

encouragement. We went to some places that I had never

been. I was a tourist in my own country. We had great food;

food that I missed. We spent one week in Palawan and I felt

like I was at home, but not there yet. I couldn't wait to see

my family.

continued on next page
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One Body In Christ
PIEDRAS NEGRAS, MEXICO

BY GWEN KENNEDY (Sandy Plain FWB Church)

During the week of June 19-26, a group of women who
speak two different native languages were joined together

in service for the Lord. As we sat on benches and chairs

outside in the veranda area of a home where we held our

Women's Bible Study and VBS, a passage of Scripture in

Ephesians came to life to me. Through our interpreter,

Raquel Aguero from Rosita, Mexico, we were able to speak

of our love for Christ and the need for others to know Him.

We spoke about our mutual frustration of not knowing each

other's language, yet how Christ's love was spoken by our

actions, a language we could share. We spent some time

teaching each other some phrases, such as "God bless you"

(Dios le bendiga!). Somehow the difference in languages

no longer seemed to be that significant. We were sisters

in Christ united by His love for us and our love for Him,

united by Him living within us. Ephesians 4:4-6 says: There

is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope

of your calling; One Lord, one faith, one baptism, One God and

Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all.

During this week, a group of women with various

different functions were joined together in service. The

women on the mission team came to Piedras Negras to

teach a Women's Bible Study in the mornings and conduct

Vacation Bible School with the children in the afternoons.

Only six women had signed up for this mission trip, but

God had called us together for a purpose. We were united

in Christ but serving in different capacities: organizing and

directing VBS, teaching women and children Bible lessons,

helping with crafts, leading music, and providing childcare

during Bible study time. Our Mexican sisters, united with

us in Christ, served our Lord in different ways: providing a

place to meet, inviting and gathering neighborhood women
and children to bring to the Bible study and Bible School,

providing us with lunch, assisting us with Bible study and

VBS, and one very dedicated sister interpreting for us.

Some of us could not speak each other's language but we
served side by side during this week, one body in Christ

with many members. God used each woman for a different

purpose. I was reminded of another passage of Scripture.

Romans 12:4-5 says: For as we have many members in one body,

and all members have not the same office: So we, being many, are

one body in Christ, and every one members one of another.

This mission trip had become a week for sisters from two

different countries serving their Lord Jesus Christ together,

as one body with many functions and members, to fulfill

His purpose and serve Him in unity.

continuedfrom previous page

We finally sailed to Bohol on April 15 where all my family

was waiting. It was a day that put me to grinning; to feel

them and see them around was worth flying thousands of

miles. I was so glad to be able to come home, and for Tim to

be with me just made everything perfect!

The Medical Mission Team left us on Bohol and traveled

to Mindanao. They conducted several clinics there and
returned to North Carolina on April 20. Tim and I remained
in the Philippines until May 13.

We spent the remainder of the time with my family and
did many things with them. We went to the beach one day

and to the pool another day with my family and took all

the foods that I love to eat. I can still hear their laughter;

that happiness that happens when all your love ones are

with you and you feel like you don't want it to end. It was
right there in the same place where I met Tim, where we got

married, and from there I traveled here to North Carolina.

From there I was brought to another place, from one home
to another home. It has truly been a trip to remember.

I thank God for all the goodness and the love He has for

me and my family and for all of you. Thank you for your



xj with Celia Hales

A QUIET INNER VOICE
How do you make decisions? Are

your decisions based on the logical,

rational mind or on a more emotional

basis that we sometimes call intuition?

When do you bring God into your de-

cision-making process? Is He an after-

thought, or is He there right from the

beginning?

Questions about decision-making

have been a major theme of my life. I

attended Sunday School from age four,

and church from about age six, and I

was heavily influenced by the Ayden
Free Will Baptist Church. My grand-

mother, Anna Garris Hill, taught Sun-

day School to the elementary grades

during the years that I was that age

also. She took the Bible seriously and

literally, and she took an interest in my
childhood faith.

I always had lots of religious ques-

tions, and my grandmother quoted the

Bible to me in answer.

As I grew, my questions matured,

and often coalesced around this dilem-

ma of the right way to make decisions.

A compliant child, I always wanted to

please my family, and this fact colored

the decisions that I made as I grew.

Being compliant is not a bad thing

when one is seeking to know and to

follow God's will. One must be flexible

enough to change directions quickly

and decisively if an inner prompting

so indicates.

This "inner prompting" took a large

role in my decision-making beginning

about age 16, the year I felt a special

grace from God and realized that, in

the old-fashioned sense, I had been

"saved." Undoubtedly adolescent re-

bellion played some part in my grow-

ing sense of self, the one that sought to

follow my inward sense of Tightness

over the influences still strong in me
from my family.

In my early twenties, I turned to

the Bible in a big way, emulating my
grandmother. I also turned to inspi-

rational writers of the time. I was im-

pressed by the accounts in the Gospels

of Jesus' many prayers to a heavenly

Father, whom, it was clear to me, he

knew intimately.

Throughout this searching for the

right way to make decisions, I found

myself listening less to the logical, ra-

tional mind and more to the emotional

as evidenced in intuition. I became
convinced that the still, inner voice so

many have described as God's voice is

frequently manifested in a feeling, an

intuition.

Of course, one cannot follow blindly,

because all feelings do not come from

God. Negative feelings may arise if one

is simply having a bad day, and God is

Himself blameless in such situations.

It is also important to realize that we
are fallible, and an intuition may not

be in line with God's will. We have to

ask, prayerfully, if what we are think-

ing about saying or doing is actually

a right thing. Nothing that is wrong
ever came out to be right. Our depen-

dence upon prayerful consideration of

our guidance is crucial. Many mistakes

have been made in our world by indi-

viduals who believed that God was on

their side, and they were actually not

following the way of love and peace.

By and large, though, the quiet inner

voice heard in silence is often the opti-

mal way to make the right decision. I

pray that, believing this, I am follow-

ing the right pathway—having made
the best decision of all, for God.

CHURCH & MINISTRY POSITIONS AVAILABLE

^> Little Rock Church is seeking a part-time Music Minister.

Contact: Yvonne Hedgepeth, Chair of Personnel Committee, at (252) 239-0979 or e-mail <yvonneh@

embarqmail.com> or Mary Katherine Rowe at (252) 239-1453 or e-mail <mrowe@wilson-co.com>.

Westside Church, Kinston, NC is seeking a pastor. Anyone interested must be in good standing with the

OFWB denomination. Please send resume to: Westside OFWB Church, Attn: Steve Roman, P.O. Box 1 141,

Kinston, NC 28503.

^> The Rev. Jonathan L. Best is available for fill-in ministry. The Rev. Best is a Mount Olive College graduate and

is currently finishing his M.Div. at Campbell Divinity School. He is reliable, dependable, and experienced

with fill-in ministry. He can be contacted at (910) 514-321 1 or at <jonathanlbest@hotmail.com>.
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Several years ago, there was a country music song

that stated that the writer was looking for love in all

the wrong places. People in our society today, more

than ever, seem to be 'looking for love' everywhere.

It would seem that for decades people have just been

looking, looking for something that would satisfy

their every desire. They have looked to material goods

for satisfaction and many have found that to be very

shallow. We, in the church, have said that we love, but

have shown our efforts to be shallow at times. Let's

look at love and see if we can determine what the

church can do to fill this gap that exists in people's

lives. We realize that love has several connotations,

among them are eros or erotic love, philos (or brotherly

love) and agape (or charitable love). For the purposes

of this writing, we will be speaking about love with

the idea of being unselfish, loyal, benevolent or caring

for one another rather than love that is expressed in

terms of physical pleasure and satisfaction.

Abraham Maslow (1908-1970), the renowned
psychologist, began about 1951 to delve seriously

into the idea of human need or motivation. Through
his relationship with a colleague, he theorized that

people grow through various levels of needs. His

earliest findings listed five broad layers. The basic

level was physiological or survival needs. These

needs are essential to life in general. With this need

being satisfied, the human moves into the safety

and security layer. Once your basal needs of food,

clothing, shelter are satisfied, we become interested

in being in a safe and secure environment where we
feel protected. When the physiological and safety

needs are satisfied, the third layer shows up. In this

layer, we feel the need to love and be loved. We have

a need to care for someone and have someone care

for us. We have a sense of belonging that comes into

play. Once this third layer is satisfied, then we begin

to look for that feeling of self-esteem in which we need
to feel good about ourselves. Here we find about two
versions of esteem, a lower and higher one. At the

lower level, we find a need for respect of others, while

at the higher level, we need self-respect. Once we have
self-respect, it is a great deal harder to lose. The fifth

layer of human need is somewhat different. It is self-

actualization. When one moves to this layer, there is

by Mary Dudley

a continuous, almost addictive, trend to assure that

one is independently confident as life's challenges are

met. In other words, we know who we are, why we
are, where we are, how we are, etc. We feel confident

with our own growth. In the Christian community,

self-actualization is understood from the point of a

relationship with Jesus Christ. Through faith in Christ,

we come into a relationship with Him and respond to

His will by following His purpose and plan for each

life. In later years, there was an understanding that

self-actualization might not necessarily be the tip of

the pinnacle. While it is imperative that we reach self-

actualization, as Christians, there is a point at which

we need to be able to give ourselves to someone else.

We refer to this as transcendence. Here we reach

beyond ego to help others realize their potential. We
involve ourselves in building relationships.

In studying Maslow's hierarchy, we see that the

church meets people at the third layer of human need,

love and belonging. In rare instances, we are faced with

aiding people as they meet their survival and safety

needs, but on these occasions there are extenuating

circumstances that cause one individual to be involved

with helping another survive. Since all the layers of

need are sequential in nature as a person moves up
the pyramid, we can readily understand that a person

cannot come to the level of self-actualization until

they feel that they belong to someone or something. In

other words, you cannot give of yourself to someone
else until you first know yourself to the fullest extent.

In 1995, the Southern Baptist Home Mission Board

conducted a survey to determine why people decide

on a particular church. The number one reason was
the warmth and friendliness that they perceive of

the congregation. The next reason was because of the

influence of family and friends. This was followed by
the influence of the pastor. Down the line, we find the

location of the church as a determining factor. Last

on the list of reasons was their spiritual life. It would
appear that a church could have the best facilities,

teachers, and resources, but if the congregation is not

perceived as being warm, friendly, and receptive of

newcomers, people will not stay. Young couples with

children are searching for churches that will provide

a safe, sanitary, solid, Christian learning environment
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which their children can come to know Jesus. In many
instances, the reasonwe lose so many of the newcomers
is our lack of follow-up. There MUST be follow-up to

their visits so that they will feel that they are needed.

Many of our churches and church people have failed to

understand the full impact of the "Great Commission"

as found in Matthew 28:18-20 in which Jesus gives

us a mandate for Christian service /ministry. We are

to GO and TELL, not COME and HEAR. We have to

be proactive in our reaching the unreached. Letters,

cards and phone calls are quite effective, but not as

effective as that one-to-one communication. Is this

not what Jesus did in building relationships? Within

at least 36 hours of a person(s) visit(s) to a worship

service or Sunday School, there should be a home visit

to let people know that you care and want them to

return. Before the next Sunday, there should be at least

two other contacts. From three to six months after the

initial visit, the newcomers should be involved in a

small group relationship to insure their feeling of

belonging. Within a year they should be involved in

a job of some sort. This does not nor should it be an

elected position. They must be members of the church

before they could accept an elected position. In other

words, we, as Christian workers must be cognizant of

the need of people to love and be loved that equates

to a need to belong. If we fail to stir up a continuous,

touching awareness in the lives of people, we fail to

fulfill our responsibility to God as Jesus stated in the

"Great Commission."

In 1955, Lee J. Gable in his book, Christian Nurture

Through the Church, gave a definition of Christian

nurture or Christian education that is quite as rich

today as it was when he penned it. He said that,

"Christian nurture is the total effort of the church

to help each person to dedicate himself to Christ

and to develop the understandings, the attitudes,

and the skills that he needs in order to be Christian

in his personal life and in his relations with others."

Therefore we cannot separate Christian education into

little compartments. It is everything that we do in the

church to bring a person to a saving knowledge of

Jesus Christ and to teach him/her to observe all that

Jesus has commanded us to do. This is the motivation

of the "Great Commission" church.

Since the Sunday School is the reaching, teaching,

and maturing arm of the church, it is imperative that

we thoroughly understand that we cannot separate

our mission from the love of God. God loved us

enough that He gave His only son that we might have

life and have it abundantly. We, too, must be willing to

give of ourselves as we reach out to our communities

and compel them to come in. The Sunday School

provides the best forum for this endeavor that we call

evangelism, or sharing the good news. In Acts 1:8, we
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find these words of Jesus, "But ye shall receive power,

after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye

shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in

all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost

part of the earth." When we begin to mature in the

faith, we find ourselves sharing not only what Jesus

has done for us but also who Jesus is, no matter what.

We are willing to take a stand for truth. Here we find

ourselves being compelled by the power of God and
gripped by the love of God to do His will. This becomes
total surrender of us to the love of Christ, which bears

fruit in our lives.

This love of God will compel us to do as Jesus told

Peter in John 21:17, "...Feed my sheep." This very

passage is what compelled Robert Raikes to begin his

outreach ministry to the street children in England

in the 1700s in which he taught the children to read

and write using the scriptures. The children were in

class about 5 hours on Sunday involved in Christian

education. We find it difficult to maintain focus for

1 hour on Sunday. This is rather appalling. Where is

our commitment? Where is our dedication to teaching

about the love of God? Where is our commitment
to training our Sunday school teachers and other

workers to do the best job they can to teach the Bible

to our world? Where is our commitment to be a "Great

Commission Church" focused on sharing what we
know about God with everyone we meet?

There is a short poem written by an anonymous
author which states:

I did a favor yesterday,

A kindly little deed. .

.

And then I called to all the world

To stop and look and heed.

They stopped and looked and flattered me
In words I could not trust,

And when the world had gone away

My good deed turned to dust.

A very tiny courtesy

Ifound to do today;

T'zvas quickly done, with none to see

And then I ran away. .

.

But someone must have witnessed it

For— truly I declare—

As 1 sped hack the stony path

Roses were blooming. there.

We understand that one of the fruits of the Spirit is

love and it sets the pace for all the other fruits. We cannot

have the other fruits until we first become saturated

with love as expressed by Christ in His relationships

with others. The Christian Education programs in our

churches can be expressed and fulfilled only as



we express our love, not only by what we say, but by

what we are willing to do to help others understand

who Jesus is and how He can benefit lives. There are

many so-called Christians who will give lip service to

the idea of the powerful love God, but when it comes

to actually doing the love of God, they get weak and

forget from 'whence cometh their strength.'

In closing, let us understand that without the

intertwining of the love of God in our efforts to make
disciples, we will accomplish nothing beyond the

forming of mere social clubs. God wants so much
more than this. There is little prayer that encompasses

the idea of allowing God to use us for His glory. Listen

to the intent as you read the prayer.

Lord, what I know not, teach me;

what I have not, give me;

what I am not, make me. Amen.

As we begin a new year, let us take the time necessary

to evaluate the Christian education endeavors in our

churches, reexamine our mission statements and
goals for accomplishing our mission and update our

thinking about reaching out to be of service to the

communities in which we live. If we are to be the

"Great Commission" churches we say we are, church

leaders, Christian Education Boards, Sunday School

Councils, etc. need to determine the strategies that are

necessary for us to provide that loving, caring, learning

atmosphere that will fulfill the need that people have

to love and be loved. The ten ministries of the Original

Free Will Baptist Church stand ready to assist churches

in any way they can to complete the understanding of

Jesus' mandate to go, teach and make disciples. In this

new year, let us join together to achieve the results that

Jesus desires to help people to 'look for love in all the

right places.'

Resources used:

Hembree, Ron, Fruit of the Spirit, the Keys to a

Christian Personality, 1969, Baker Books, Grand
Rapids, Michigan.

Herring, Jerri & Garner, Larry, Five Handles. . .for

Getting a Grip on Your Sunday School, 1997, Southern

Baptist Convention.

Rice, Helen Steiner, Lovingly, Poems for all Seasons,

1987, Fleming H. Revell Company, Old Tappen,

New Jersey.

And this is love, that

we walk after his

commandments. This

is the commandment,

That, as ye have heard

from the beginning, ye

should walk in it.

{2John 1:6)
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NC FOUNDATION FOR CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES
619 W. Main Street • Mount Olive, NC 28365

919.658.3855 • wraper@moc.edu

The James Benjamin Lewis, Jr.,

Scholarship Endowment for Church Music
Dr. W. Burkette Raper (left), president of the North

Carolina Foundation For Christian Ministries, presents to

Mr. Lewis a surprise announcement that his brothers and
sisters have established a named endowed scholarship in

his honor. Sharing the joy of the announcement is his wife,

Jenny, who worked with the Lewis family and members
of Marlboro Original Free Will Baptist Church to make the

Endowment a complete surprise to her husband.

An honor not sought but richly deserved, the annual

scholarship recognizes Mr. Lewis for 35 years as director

of the Marlboro Church Choir. In addition to his services as

choir director, Mr. Lewis has been a deacon in the church

for 30 years, a Sunday School teacher for 28 years, and has

rendered a lifetime of lay leadership in the work of the

Church.

Scholarship Awards from The Lewis Endowment
The Lewis Endowment will provide annual scholarships

for students preparing for voluntary services or vocations

in church music, including pianists, organists, vocalists,

and choir directors. Scholarship awards may also be made
for students who are enrolled in professionally accredited

graduate schools in preparation for full-time vocations in

church music.

Preferential consideration will be given to members of

Marlboro Original Free Will Baptist Church, Farmville, NC,
or persons recommended by the Church who are attending

Mount Olive College.

Assets of the James Benjamin Lewis, Jr., Endowment are

managed and invested by the North Carolina Foundation

For Christian Ministries, an affiliated ministry of the

Convention of Original Free Will Baptists. The Foundation

is approved by the Internal Revenue Service for tax-

deductible gifts under Section 501 (c) (3) of the IRS Code.

Annual distributions for scholarship awards will begin

with the 2010-2011 academic year. Requests for additional

information on the Endowment and applications for

scholarships should be addressed to:

Scholarship Committee
North Carolina Foundation For Christian Ministries

619 West Main Street • Mount Olive, NC 28565

Email: wraper@moc.edu
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Foundation Makes Distribution to Little Rock
Original Free Will Baptist Church

Dr. W. Burkette Raper, president of the North Carolina

Foundation For Christian Ministries, presents to Little

Rock Church an endowment certificate and the first

distribution in the amount of $500 from the William

Cecil and Beulah Davis Raper Family Endowment for

the Benevolent Fund of the Church. Pictured from left

to right: Dr. Raper, the Rev. De Eakes, pastor; Mrs. Terry

Ford; treasurer; Mrs. Marci Rollins-Smart, youth director;

and Mr. Don Flowers, Chair, Board of Deacons.

The Endowment was established in memory of William

Cecil and Beulah Davis Raper by their children: Dr. W.

Burkette Raper, the Rev. James Earl Raper, Mary Raper

O'Donnell, and Fred A. Davenport for Catherine Raper

Davenport (1934-2005).

Purpose of the Endowment
In making the presentation, Dr. Raper stated that it

was "The desire of our family that these funds be used

to provide assistance to a needy family—or families

—

chosen by the Church, with special consideration

for children. Recipients may be affiliated with Little

Rock Church, or persons from the larger community
who are not affiliated with this church. Our purpose

is to help fulfill the Christian ministry described by

Jesus in Matthew 25:35-40: . ..Inasmuch as ye have done

it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it

unto me. To this end funds may be used for clothing,

food, medical services, educational purposes, or

other needs.

"The family hopes that the Church will accept

the annual distributions from the Endowment as an

expression of our appreciation for Christian parents,

who were members of Little Rock Church, and for the

loving kindness shown to us by the Church during a

time of special need in our lives."

Appropriately, the presentation was made on

Father's Day, 2010.

Marlboro Church Honors Outstanding Layman
BY DR. W. BURKETTE RAPER

It was a memorable and meaningful event that brought

together more than 100 people on June 26 to honor Jimmy
(James Benjamin) Lewis, Jr., for his distinguished services

and outstanding leadership for Marlboro Original Free Will

Baptist Church. What Jimmy thought was to be a fellowship

dinner was in fact a disguise for his mother, brothers,

and sisters to show their love for a beloved member of

their family. It was also an occasion for the church to

express appreciation to a modest leader who never sought

recognition.

The event began with a delicious and sumptuous
dinner in the Church fellowship building where those in

attendance waited with mounting enthusiasm for Jimmy's
arrival. The surprise on his face was a great reward for all

those who had planned and worked so hard to make it an

event worthy of the person they were honoring.

The dinner was followed by a well-planned program
in the Church sanctuary, which was filled to capacity. The
opening words set the tone for the evening:

"God has truly blessed the man we are here to honor this

evening. We have shared a meal together and we had fellowship

one with another. Now it is time to share a time through stories

and music about the man we love, honor and respect, Jimmy
Lewis, our choir director. . . We know that leaders like Jimmy don 't

just appear out of nowhere, but they are a result of God's leading

of Christians who have provided positive examples."

Many tributes followed, including remarks by Carson

Windham, chair, Board of Deacons; Dawn Everette on

Jimmy's services to the Church; a presentation by the Jimmy
and Jenny Sunday School Class; Randy Blalock, Sunday
School Superintendent; Children's Building Presentation; a

tribute by the Reverend Ronnie Mohn, pastor; music by the

Reverend and Mrs. Stephen Prescott, Mrs. Janie Taylor, and

a quartet (Jimmy Lewis, Nancy Parker Cale, Mary Helen

Carraway and Susan Tyson); the special presentation of

a picture of Marlboro Church; family comments by Mr.

Phillip A. Lewis, brother of Jimmy; and announcement of

the James Benjamin Lewis, Jr., Scholarship Endowment
by Dr. W. Burkette Raper, president of the North Carolina

Foundation For Christian Ministries.

The program was concluded with words of appreciation

by Jimmy and a choir rendition of his favorite song, "Holy

Highways." The benediction was given by Jimmy's brother,

Mr. Johnny Lewis.

With special thanks to Mrs. Jimmy Lewis who kept the

purpose of the event a surprise to her husband, to Mrs.

Nancy Parker Cale for her coordination of the planning, to

Jimmy's family for establishing the scholarship endowment
and to all others who made the event an evening to be

remembered!
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and
Significance in Christ as a Young Adult

with Wyatt Harvey

There were three crosses on that hill.

Three.

The very God who created all things

walked in flesh and blood up that hill,

carrying a cross. By the torture and

death of Christ Jesus, God in the flesh,

the Son of the almighty God, humanity

was about to be set free for all time.

Jesus paid the price, dying for all of us

that we might be saved from our sin

and iniquity, on that hill, on that cross

in between two others.

Many of us know this. It was God's

plan from the foundations of space and

time itself. God knew we would need

saving, and only a part of God could

be the sacrifice, a perfect sacrifice,

for the sin and darkness humanity

creates. Through love unthinkable

and compassion immeasurable, God
gave Jesus for a sacrifice that all of us

would have a chance, a choice, to be

forgiven, to live forever. Someone had

to pay for all that sin. That someone
was God in the flesh, Jesus Christ.

This plan before us, this scene that

we see, if it was set before the very

foundations of all we can understand,

I have to ask the question. Is it

possible that it could be chance that

Jesus was not alone on that hill? The
answer has to be no. There can be no

happenstance in God's plans. It was
meant to occur.

There were three crosses on the hill

of the skull, on Golgotha. And, God
knew exactly who would be on them
that day. Is time or timing that special

to God? Is it that precise? What did

Jesus say Himself when betrayed in

the garden? "The hour has come..."

The hour. Precise. Known.

It was no accident who ended up on

that hill with Jesus. It was not random.

It was all a part of the plan. You see,

the two men being crucified that day

were criminals who deserved what

they received. Murderers— thieves.

Carriers of the sin of the world for

which we should have all died to pay.

Instead, Jesus died to pay them all, for

all, and two men were there to remind

us of the very width and breadth of

humanity.

One was repentant, and sorry, and

acknowledged his guilt. The other

denied. One was reverent of God
amidst them. The other was not. One
was humble and honoring. The other

mocked. One knew Jesus Christ was
God. He knew Jesus was the only

hope. The other man denied that as

well. One asked to be forgiven and

taken into the Kingdom he knew
would be the Lord Jesus. The other

failed to see what was right before his

own eyesight— compassion, love, and

God.

These two men are really all of

humanity.

We are all one of these men. We
believe, or we do not. We respect, or

we do not. We regret, or we do not.

We repent, or we do not. We ask to be

remembered in Heaven. Or, sadly, do
not. We all could be one or the other

of these men on the cross. There is no

third option. One or the other.

On that hill, the perfect, righteous

Blood of Jesus Christ ran down on

a world for all times and places. We
see painted a crimson picture of

Redemption and Salvation. We should

see painted there the message that we
are one or the other.

The choice to make is which one

will you be? And, the second choice is

when you will decide.

I had the honor of counseling at

Camp Cragmont again this year for

a YFA week and I will say that again

I spent a week with some amazing

young people. Not just campers, but

counselors alike. One thing we talked

about is time, and timing. We do not

waste time until we are old to come
to God. We need to answer God's call

and God's plans now. We cannot wait.

You see, timing means a lot to Jesus

Christ. Look at that hill.

Time should matter to us, for it is

imperative that we make the most of

it while we have it. In James 4:14 we
read, "Whereas ye know not what
shall be on the morrow. For what is

your life? It is even a vapour, that

appeareth for a little time, and then

vanisheth away." You see, we do not

know how much time we will have,

so we must come to Jesus Christ

right away, without hesitation. Jesus

told us in John 4:23 that, "...the hour

cometh, and now is, when the true

worshippers shall worship the Father

in spirit and in truth: for the Father

seeketh such to worship him." The

hour now is, or is now. The time is now.

And, in Romans 13:1 1 , we understand

now is the time unto Salvation. Now.

Now. Not then, not tomorrow, not

after, not when. Now.

Time is of extreme importance. No
one can wait. No one knows that they

have tomorrow to do this. No one can

know tomorrow, so they must act, and

act now.

One of the most heartbreaking things

I encounter as a youth counselor is the

belief that there is plenty of time. Do not

listen to that thought or that speech or

that impression, no matter the source.

The One True God said very plainly in

His Word, now.

Now.
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WOMAN'S AUXILIARY

Woman's Auxiliary Convention
Continued from the July 2010 edition

From the time you parked your car, refreshed from your ride, rode the bus

over to the sanctuary, registered and visited with sisters from across the state,

you knew this 83 rd Woman's Auxiliary Convention was going to be special.

The Woman's Auxiliary Choir set the tone followed by sincere welcomes and

an entertaining response. Three Gospel messages, scriptures, prayers, special

music, updates from our denominational ministries, short reports, award
presentations, limited business and election of the 2010-2012 Convention

officers concluded the day's program. A wonderful lunch was served, and

visits at the ministry displays rounded out the convention.



Phillips Receives Life Membership Award
Woman's Auxiliary Convention of Original Free Will Baptists

May 13, 2010

Each year during our Auxiliary

Convention, we honor one of our

members with a Life Award. This

selection is made by a committee,

which this year was composed of

Dianne Riley, Nadine Crocker, and
myself (May Pittman). Since 1971, we
have honored 41 women with this

Award on our State level and countless

more on the District and Local levels.

This Award exemplifies the role of

a dedicated Auxiliary member. The
woman we honor today is a very

special lady. As we honor her, I would
like to ask you now, if you have been

honored with a Life Membership
Award by your Local, District, or State

Auxiliary, would you please stand?

Thank you.

The Life Membership Award
program was begun by the North

Carolina Woman's Auxiliary in the

1950s and since then, there have been

many women honored on the Local,

District, and State levels as you have

just seen. According to our Manual

of Methods of the Woman's Auxiliary

Convention of Original Free Will Baptists,

the Award is to honor outstanding

members who exemplify the following

traits: She must be an active OFWB
member and active member of the

Woman's Auxiliary, one who has given

of herself and her talents untiringly

to the cause of Christ through the

Woman's Auxiliary and the OFWB
church, one who understands and

appreciates the work of the Woman's
Auxiliary at all levels, and a woman
who has inspired others to greater

Christian service. Such is the woman
we come to honor today with a Life

Membership Award—she fills all of

these qualifications.

She has been active in the OFWB
denomination for many years. In fact,

you could say she was born into it, as

she is the daughter of a FWB minister,

the eighth of nine children. As part of

a minister's family, she moved many
times as her dad served 22 churches

in the Johnston /Harnett/Sampson
County areas. In fact, they moved three

TIM

times while she was in high school. She

was married to W. Robert Phillips, but

she has been a widow for 26 years.

She has loved nursing all of her life

and aspired to be an Army nurse, but

she had a brother who was reported by

telegram to be missing in Pearl Harbor,

so her dad would not let her go. She

worked at the old Johnston County
Hospital and she was one of the first

LPN nurses at the new Hospital when
it was built in 1951. She was LPN
of the Year in 1966. She did private

duty nursing and also worked for Dr.

Leonard Woodall, town obstetrician

for 12 years. In 1970 at the age of 49, as

her daughter graduated from college,

she went back to school to achieve

her Registered Nurse Certification.

She retired from nursing in 1980, but

continued to volunteer at the hospital

and this past year she finally did retire

with over 6,000 hours of volunteer

service. The hospital held a reception

in her honor.

But more than nursing, she loves

her church. She has been a member
of Johnston Union OFWB Church for

almost 75 years. She has held every

office in the Woman's Auxiliary and
almost every thing in the church except

pastor although she has been known to

have preached a few times! She taught

Sunday School for over 50 years. She

still sings in the church choir and is

Missions Chairwoman. Missions are

very dear to her heart and she has the

names of all of our missionaries written

on her prayer card so that she can call

their names in prayer every day along

with Harold and Sandra Jones. She and
her sister, Ruth, went to the Philippines

for 14 days on a mission trip over 10

years ago and it was an experience that

she still talks about today. She started

attending Cragmont Woman's Retreats

in 1955 and she went every year except

two until 1995—a period of 40 years!

She was able to go again in September

last year to the Emmanuel Retreat

to celebrate her 88th birthday. She is

hoping to be able to attend again this

year.

The Cape Fear District honored her

with the Life Membership Award at

their Convention in October 1991. In

2005 she received the Dola Dudley

Award given each year to a recipient

presenting the Christian qualities and
spirit of Dola Dudley.

She is the mother of two children,

Kaye Ward, married to Mickey, and

they have three sons and live in

Smithfield; and Ray Barbour who lives

in Destin, Florida and has one son. She

is the grandmother of four and the

great grandmother of eight.

But more than nursing, more than

her church, and more than her family,

she loves the Lord with all her heart.

She is the biggest prayer warrior you
will ever see. She prays for everyone

in her family, her church members, her

friends, and her neighbors. She is the

first person many call when they need

prayer. She has good days and bad

days, but she always wears a smile and

she ends all of her phone calls with

"pray for me, I'll be praying for you."

continued on bottom of next page
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Parsons Recieves Special Award
Woman's Auxiliary Convention of Original Free Will Baptists

May 13, 2010

Have any of you ever counted the

seeds in an apple before eating it or

preparing one for a meal? I'm going

to cut an apple in half and ask Martha

Parsons to come and count the seeds

in the apple. It is interesting, isn't it?

Have you ever thought how many ap-

ples could come from each little seed?

There is no way to know, is there?

Martha, it is the same in our lives

as Free Will Baptist women; once we
commit ourselves to serving, we never

know whom we help and whom we
influence. Many years ago, you com-

mitted your life to Jesus and have

served Him faithfully since then. Some
20 years ago you dedicated your life

to working with our Free Will Baptist

young people and for 18 years, you

served faithfully.

Today, we want to remind you that

we know that no one will ever com-

prehend how many lives have been

touched, changed, rededicated, and

committed to full-time Christian ser-

vice while you were our youth chair-

woman. You worked with many differ-

ent officers and youth leaders. Just like

the apple seeds, you can count most of

them, but you cannot count what has

multiplied over the years from their

work and from those who followed.

So, today we want to give you an

apple tree for you to plant so that all

during the year and years to come,

you will be reminded of the fruit that

you have produced for the Kingdom
of God; however, it would not fit in

my car, (it is 6-8 feet tall and we didn't

know how you could get it home ei-

ther) so here is a gift certificate from

Lowe's; buy one of your choice. We
know that you received the Life Mem-
bership Award in 2002, so today; here

is a small reminder that we can count

the seeds in an apple, but only God
can count the apples in a seed. The

plaque reads "With Sincere Apprecia-

tion, Woman's Auxiliary Convention

of OFWB—Martha Parsons Youth

Chairman—1990-2008. We can count

the seeds in an apple but only God can

count the apples in a seed."

Martha, you brought our Free Will

Baptist Youth Convention to a higher

level. We hope you will always re-

member that you are loved and appre-

ciated and one day, God will add His

words of "well done." Thank you for

your devotion, your dedication, your

time, and your caring for our youth.

continuedfrom previous page

Kaye, will you please escort your

Mother, Frances L. Phillips, here

as our honoree for this year's Life

Membership Award?
Mrs. Frances, before I present your

Life Award Certificate, I must tell this.

As stated earlier, Frances had a sister,

Ruth Warrick. They were very close

and resembled each other so much that

people mistook them for one another

at times. Ruth worked at Sears in the

catalogue office. People would often

stop her on the street or in a store and
ask her if someone had had their baby

yet and would stop Frances and ask

if their package had come in at Sears.

They thought it was really funny. Ruth

died a couple of years ago & Frances

really misses her. They attended every

Woman's Auxiliary Convention &
State Convention through the years.

Another thing that comes to my mind
is at the August Retreat at Cragmont.

I'll never forget you and Ruth as you
acted out the Santa Claus during our

Fun Time. I laughed so hard and did

every time you did it as if I had never

seen it before. Everyone enjoyed it so

much. Thank you for sharing one of

your many talents with us there.

Frances, you have lived your life in

such a way as to be a glowing example

to all of us. We appreciate you so much
and thank you for the many ways you

have touched us by your daily living

of serving Christ, loving your family,

your church, and your career. You have

covered all of it—thank you so much!

Kay, will you pin this corsage on your

Mother? Your Life Award Certificate

reads, "This is to certify that Frances

L. Phillips of the Woman's Auxiliary

Convention of Original Free Will Baptists

is hereby awarded this Certificate of Life

Membership as a rewardfor her faithful and

loyal service, with the heartfelt gratitude

and appreciation of her co-laborers." and

is signed by Joan H. Little, President,

this the 13th day of May 2010.
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PEOPLE & EVENTS

Wooten's Chapel OFWB Church
/: Holds Vacation Bible Schoo

>

SUBMITTED BY PATRICIA EDMONDSON
Under the spiritual leadership of

Pastor Gene Britt, Vacation Bible

School was held June 13-15 with

commencement on June 16, 2010.

The Director of Bible School, Patricia

Edmondson, was at the helm of the

ship each night, and kids of all ages

had a memorable time. The theme was
High Seas Expedition and the sanctuary

was transformed into a ship. Glenn

King, with the help of his crew from

Kings Drywall, put the ship together.

Thanks to David Caudle, Charles King,

and David Boggs for the rope and PCV
pipe that was given. Special thanks

goes to Shirley and Danny Williamson

for the breath taking mass that was
made. The choir loft and the pulpit

area became the deck of the ship with

a wheel that would turn just like a real

ship. The walls of the sanctuary were

covered with plastic room decorations

that made it look like the ocean. No
detail was left untouched. With the

fishing nets draped over the side of the

ship and the Bible in front as our guide

we set sail each night.

Kids young and old joined each

night at 6:30 for the music lead by

Ms. Edmondson, lessons about Peter

getting freed from prison, Paul getting

bit by a poisonous snake, and Peter

in the storm at sea and God calming

the stormy seas, lessons for the 15 and

younger were illustrated by Suzanne

and Lucas Vann and lesson for the 16

and older were illustrated by Pastor

Britt. Beth King was in charge of our

cinema each night where the movie
Chadder's High Seas Adventure was
shown to all. Popcorn was provided

just like the movie theater except

we were in God's house. Painting of

wood cut outs of sea animals, stained

glass painting of sea animals, and the

making of book marks from Popsicle

sticks and foam were illustrated to all

by Julia Bowling and Jesse Burford.

Snack time was one of the favorite

times for all and Shirley Williamson

had everyone's attention when they

got to her station with the snacks. We
enjoyed Chex-mix, ranch dressing

with chips, cool blue jello, and to end

the Bible School, we had hot dogs

and cheese dip and chips. Each night

individual snacks were available with

the Bible verse for that day on them.

Kids were constantly being asked

about the Bible verse for that day.

God's word was taught to everyone

who attended Vacation Bible School,

the kids got prizes for repeating the

daily Bible verse to the prize patrol

person (Brittany Flint, Youth Director).

If you could repeat the Bible verse

for that day or the day before you

would get a prize. The kids were also

introduced to Bible Buddies each night

in the opening assembly and with

perfect attendance you received the

set. The Bible buddies were Scully who
had a compass, Mariana who had an

continued on top of next page
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continued from previous page

anchor, and Wink who had a telescope. Each one of these

showed us about everyday life with the compass being

our Bible, the anchor being God's word, and the telescope

telling us God does not need a telescope to see what we are

doing. God's word is true, comforting, surprising.

Bible School is a time when young and old come to have

fun and to learn more about our savior, Jesus Christ. Some
of my most memorable times in life are when I attended

Vacation Bible School. There is so much that God's word
tells us but sometimes it takes something as fun and

elementary as Vacation Bible School for us to understand.

Even as adults we sometimes need God's word to be told to

us on a child's level. Fun was had by all that attended and

maybe seeds were planted for the word was told so even a

child could understand.

"Fishers of Men"
Stumpy Quinn & Judith Kennedy

Recently, our women gathered at Camp Vandemere
for another wonderful week. During our time together,

we took the bus on a day trip to New Bern and everyone

thoroughly enjoyed eating fresh baked bread, freshly

made fudge, and we especially appreciated our trip to

the ice cream shop.

Our theme this year was "fishers of men." We had a

different lady each day to lead our Bible study and an
ordained minister to preach at each night's worship
service. We also sang God's praises each day and we
would like to offer a special word of thanks to the

Juniper Five gospel singing group for closing our week
with their blessed singing ministry.

On our last night together, the kitchen staff treated us

to a bountiful banquet for supper as well as homemade
ice cream. The dining hall was beautifully decorated for

the occasion.

In the end, we experienced another Spirit-filled

women's week at the Camp this year in spite of the

fact that some of our ladies could not make it because

of health concerns. Our prayers are extended to each of

them and we desire that they will be with us next year.

It is always a blessing to see all of our regular attendees

and to meet new ladies each year. Our prayer will also

continue to be that Vandemere may remain a vibrant

soul-winning ministry for God's glory.

31



Stokes Recieves Life Membership Award
SUBMITTED BYMAY PUTMAN
The Life Membership Award

program was begun by the North

Carolina Woman's Auxiliary in the

1950s and since then, there have been

many women honored on the state,

district, and local levels. According to

our Manual of Methods of the Woman's

Auxiliary Convention of Original Free

Will Baptists, the Award is to honor

outstanding members who exemplify

the following traits: She must be an

active OFWB member and active

member of the Woman's Auxiliary,

one who has given of herself and

her talents untiringly to the cause of

Christ through the Woman's Auxiliary

and the OFWB Church, one who
understands and appreciates the work
of the Woman's Auxiliary at all levels,

and a woman who has inspired others

to greater Christian service. Such is the

woman we come to honor today with

a Life Membership Award.

We're not exactly sure when she

joined our church, but we do know
that she and her husband are long-time

members. She is one of those people

who work behind the scenes, quietly

doing things, but never wanting any

recognition. She is always willing

to help in any way she can, whether

it's making phone calls, cooking for

a benevolent meal or any other meal

in the church, or baking cakes for the

Mount Olive College dinners and

auxiliary bake sales. She is a quiet,

reserved individual and she radiates

her love for God, her church, her family,

her church family, and her community.

She performs the duties for which she

has accepted the responsibility in a

humble manner, and she can always

be counted upon to do whatever

she is asked to do. She is definitely a

"behind the scenes" worker. However,

in the forefront, she is a member of the

Willing Workers Sunday School Class

and has served in it in many capacities.

She has served on the Communion
Committee and is currently serving on

the Sanctuary Clean-Up Committee.

She has worked alongside her husband

in their business as a helpmate to him.

She is a long-time auxiliary member
who is devoted in her current position

as Corresponding Secretary. Her "card

ministry," both personal and for our

auxiliary, has become her "trademark"

throughout the years. She never fails to

send get well, sympathy and birthday

cards at the appropriate times. She

and her husband are responsible for

the attendance logs for our Sunday
morning services.

When the doors of the church open,

you can count on her tobe one of the first

ones there, whether it's Sunday School,

Sunday School meetings, morning
service, evening service, Wednesday
service, or Woman's Auxiliary. She is

really faithful in attendance at all of

these services.

Mamie R. Stokes, will you please

come forward to receive your Life

Membership Award from the Woman's
Auxiliary of the First Free Will Baptist

Church of Greenville?

Mamie, we can't fail to mention the

many times you have prepared your

famous pineapple and sweet potatoes

that everyone has enjoyed so much.

And also, the recognition that you and

Jamie have received for your perfect

attendance records for attending

Sunday School. Mamie recently

received her pin for completing 32

years and they were recognized in The

Free Will Baptist. In spite of the difficult

circumstances they have encountered

at times, they have managed to

maintain a record of attendance that

is a true testimony of their Christian

loyalty.

Mamie and Jamie are the parents

of a daughter, Hilda, and two

grandchildren, James Bryan and

Melissa, and two great-grandsons.

Mamie, you are very deserving of

this award and we present it to you

with special appreciation to you for all

your work in our auxiliary.

Free Will Baptist Press
Foundation, Inc.

Ayden Bible Bookstore

3928 Lee Street

Ayden, NC 28513
(252) 746-6128 • (800) 849-3927

Kinston Bible Bookstore

123 North Queen Street

Kinston, NC 28501

(252) 527-2843 • (800) 875-8049

New Bern Bible Bookstore

1232 South Glenburnie Road
New Bern, NC 28562

(252) 638-6193 • (800) 875-8048



Graduates Honored at Cabin Church of Beulaville, NC
Matthew Houston (left) of Beulaville, NC graduated

with honors from East Carolina University on May 7,

2010. Matthew completed a Bachelor of Arts in English

with a minor in Hispanic Studies in three years. He
graduated ranked number one in his graduating class

of 8,911 with a perfect 4.0 GPA. He is a member of

numerous honor societies, including Phi Kappa Phi,

Omicron Delta Kappa, Phi Sigma Iota (International

Foreign Language Honor Society), Sigma Tau Delta

(International English Honor Society), and Phi Eta

Sigma among others. This fall, Matthew will enroll at

Wake Forest University School of Law, where he will

pursue his Juris Doctorate degree. Matthew is the son

of Debbie Houston and Gregg Houston of Beulaville,

NC.

Haley Deann Mercer (second from left) graduated

from East Duplin High School on June 11, 2010. She was
inducted into the National Technical Honor Society

and was one of 10 students selected to participate in

the North Carolina Career Readiness assessment at

JSCC, where she earned a Career Readiness Certificate.

Haley plans to attend James Sprunt Community
College in the fall to obtain her Associate's Degree

for Medical Office Assistant. Haley is the daughter of

Sherry and Dean Mercer of Beulaville, NC.

Kristen Kennedy (second from right) graduated

from Beulaville Elementary School in June and will be

attending East Duplin High School in the fall. Kristen

was a member of the academically gifted program
and also graduated in the top 10 of her class. She also

had a perfect attendance record. She was a member
of the cheerleading squad and enjoys dance as well.

She is the daughter of Dennis and Monica Kennedy of

Beulaville, NC.

Pastor Nelson Koonce (right) presented each

of the graduates with a gift from the church. Pastor

Koonce also received a surprise gift from the church

and was honored for completing his Master's of

Divinity degree in Church Ministries in May from

Liberty University. He is also completing course work
for a Doctor of Ministry degree at Liberty University.

It was a great day at Cabin Church, and we wish all of

our graduates much success in the future. May God
bless them all.



Everyone at Blended Fellowship would like to say a very

special THANK YOU to the following people for donating

labor, materials, and funds to build our new stage/altar:

Julia & Mike Kirby

Eddie Stevens, Wayne Stevens
(Quality Carpets)

Carl Croom

Anthony Head

Tori Davis

Ambassadors
Alpha Circle

Goldsboro Builders

Scott Pierce

(Pierce Brothers Construction)

Billy & James Miller

Tim Wilson

Ozzie Grantham

Stoney Creek Sunday School Classes:

Disciples for Christ

Friendship

Wayne Electric

Jim Malpass
(Malpass Builders)

Jack Sasser

Lee Brown

Danny Bordeaux

Charity

and ALL the others!



continuedfrom page 3

never uses the name Free Will Baptist and that its

title reads: An Abstract of the Former Articles of Faith

Confessed by the Original Baptist Church (italics

mine) Holding the Doctrine of General Provision with

Proper Code of Discipline." It is clear that the name
Free Will Baptist had not been adopted at this time

even though Elder Rufus K. Hearn in his account of the

history of the denomination states that the Particular

Baptists referred to them as "Free-Willers." This was a

term of reproach used by those who held that persons

do not have the freedom to choose or to reject the

salvation made available through Christ's atonement

and resurrection. We should note also that this is the

first use of the term "Original" by our denomination

of which we have any record. The use of the name
"the Original Baptist Church Holding the Doctrine

of General Provision" appropriately describes what

Jesse Heath and James Roach and the conference that

had charged them to prepare this document actually

believed. In fact, after two hundred years had passed,

these General Baptists in eastern North Carolina were

the heirs of those earliest English General Baptists.

It was not until later that this conference chose the

name Free Will Baptist. This happened as a result of

Jesse Heath's contacts by correspondence with the

editor of The Morning Star, which was published by

the New England Freewill Baptists. Benjamin Randall

is regarded as the founder of this group of churches,

the first church having been formed in New Durham,
New Hampshire in 1780. By 1799 this group of

churches had adopted the name Freewill Baptist.

Elder Heaths' correspondence with the editor began
in 1827 and we only have copies of letters that were
printed in The Morning Star, but this was the beginning

of a relationship between these two groups of churches

that shared many of the same beliefs and practices.

In Rufus K. Hearns' account of the origin of North

Carolina Free Will Baptists he quotes Elias Hutchens of

Dover, New Hampshire as saying that we were called

Ana-Baptists, Baptists, and General Baptists until the

year 1828 when we adopted the name of Free Will

Baptists. We have no reason to doubt this statement

since Hutchins visited several churches in North
Carolina during a trip to this state in 1829, followed

by another in 1831. We conclude that the conference

adopted the name Free Will Baptist in 1828 and began
to use it in minutes of their annual meetings.

It was only a few years later that the question of

using denominational names was raised by Thomas
Campbell during his visit to North Carolina in 1834

and to some Free Will Baptist churches. The fact that a

new name had been adopted in 1828 and the articles

of faith had been revised in 1812 may have made it

seem that denominational names and articles of faith

were not so important. As a result the ministers and
delegates at the meeting of the Bethel Conference in

1839 voted down a motion by Jeremiah Heath that

all the ministers confess that they will preach the

doctrine and support the principles and practices

of Free Will Baptists. Then in 1841 this conference

elected as officers men who were decidedly in favor

of Disciples' principles and later in that session voted

to drop the denominational label from the name of the

Bethel Conference.

Fortunately only a few of the churches were entirely

lost to the Disciples movement, but several churches

were divided and several ministers chose to identify

with the Disciples of Christ (see Chapter VIII in A
History of Original Free Will Baptists by Michael Pelt

for further treatment of this issue of denominational

names).

The General Conference of Original Free Will

Baptists was formed in 1842 out of those churches that

wished to maintain their Free Will Baptist identity.

The earliest records of this conference that have been

preserved are the minutes of the 1845 session, which

show that some progress was being made. Although

another issue, the controversy over secret societies,

caused division in 1853, from that date forward the

number of churches and ministers increased and new
conferences were formed, including the Cape Fear

(1855), the Western (1886), and the Central and Eastern

(1895). The failure of the Union Conference to unite

these various conferences led to the formation of the

North Carolina State Convention of Original Free Will

Baptists in 1913.

The Convention participated in the General

Conference of the South from 1921 until it ceased to

exist in 1938 and the State Convention was part of

the National Association of Free Will Baptists from its

beginning in 1935 until 1962. During some of those

years it was designated in the annual minutes as the

North Carolina State Association in keeping with

its membership in the National Association. Also, it

adopted the articles of faith of the National Association

but not the church polity of that body It kept those

articles of faith until in 1981 a sufficient number of

the conferences had adopted articles of faith and
principles of church government that were rooted in

the earlier history of the denomination. Following its

withdrawal from the National Association in 1962, it

resumed its earlier name that identified it with the

state where most of its churches were located. Finally,

in 1990 it was decided after due discussion of the

matter that this church body should be designated as

the Convention of Original Free Will Baptists since its

member churches were not limited to this state.
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Bethel OFWB Church
and

The Cape Fear Conference of

v
Original Free Will Baptists

J

Invite you to attend a presentation by

H. Mac Wallace, DMin., LMFT
At 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, August 28, 2010

(Registration will begin at 8:45 a.m.)

Lunch will be provided by Bethel OFWB Church.

This seminar is in place of the regular Fellowship/Union Meeting that was scheduled

to be held at Johnston Union OFWB Church. The New location is:

Bethel OFWB Church,
3168 NC Hwy 96,

Four Oaks, NC Exit 90 off I-95,

(travel about 3.2 miles on Hwy 96 S, brick church on right.)

H. Mac Wallace, DMin., LMFT is in practice with his wife Emma B. Wallace, RN, LMFT. Through their clinic

located in Sneads Ferry, NC they offer marital and family therapy. They also help with other life issues such as

depression, anxiety disorders, spiritual issues, adolescent issues, group psychotherapy, crisis management,
etc. He is also an approved supervisor, which means he has metthe educational, experimental, and supervisory

training requirements to supervise marriage and family therapist, for AAMFT Clinical Membership.

Mac teaches at Campbell Divinity School, Campbell University. His education includes:

• B.A., Duke University, Religion/Psychology, 1971

• DMin., Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary, Pastoral Care and Counseling, 1986

• Pastoral Counselor, AAPC; CPE Supervisor, ACPE, NC Baptist Hospital, School of Pastoral Care, Pastoral

Care and Counseling, 1985

• License/Certification in Marriage and Family Therapy, Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist, NC-License

#363

Please RSVP by Wednesday, August 18, 2010, to Eva Ballance, Clerk of the Cape Fear Conference. Please

provide the approximate number of members attending from your church so provisions can be made for the

noon meal. You may respond by e-mail, <evaballance@nc.rr.com>, by mail, 2745 Old^Beulah Road, Selma,

NC 27576 or by phone (919) 965-5983.

Please make every effort possible to attend this very informative session.

36 Your presence will be your blessing!
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(800) 849-3927 ext. 227. There is no charge for feature

article submissions from OFWB churches/members or
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SUBMISSION DEADLINE INFORMATION
FOR ARTICLES AND ADVERTISING

The deadline for submissions to The Free Will Baptist is

the 5 th day of the month prior to publication. (Example:
Items to be published in a January issue must be in no
later than the 5 th day of December.) When the 5th

falls on
a weekend, material is due on the Friday before. You
may submit items by any of the following methods:

• E-mail to <editor@fwbpress.com>,
• Fax to (252) 746-9248, Attn: Editor,

• Hand deliver, or
• Mail to: Editor, The Free Will Baptist

PO Box 159
Ayden, NC 28513.
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THE FREE WILL BAPTIST

WANTS TO HEAR FROM YOU IF YOU HAVE:
a new address, received damaged or duplicate copies,

missed an issue, experienced any billing problems, or

you want to renew or cancel a subscription. You may
contact us by e-mail at: <editor@fwbpress.com> or

by phone at (252) 746-6128 or (800) 849-3927.

Opportunities to Minister
THROUGH SHORT-TERM TEAMS—MEXICO 2011

This year, we only hcfd enough interest for one team. We hope to take at least three, teams

to Mexico in 201 1 . It is a wonderful opportunity to serve the Lord and bless others at the

same time. Pray about your involvement in 201 1

.

The dates are June 1 8-25, July 9-1 6, and July 1 6-23.

For more information, contact

us at (252) 746-4963 or email

director@ofwbi.org H "7



NORTH CAROLINA FOUNDATION
FOR CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES

THE JAMES BENJAMIN LEWIS, JR., 1

SCHOLARSHIP ENDOWMENT FOR CHURCH MUSIC
ENDOWMENT OF THE MONTH

(Left to right) Gladys Parker Lewis (Mother); James B. Lewis, Jr.; Johnny R. Lewis

and Phillip A. Lewis (brothers); Phyllis L. Hurt and Dena L. Hansley (sisters).

ESTABLISHED BYTHE FAMILY OF JAMES BENJAMIN LEWIS, JR.

Footprints convey that someone has gone before us,

Leaving us a marked way;

And remind us that we also can leave a marked way
For those who come after us.

For more information on the Lewis Endowment and the North Carolina Foundation For Christian Ministries, please see page 24-25

PERIODICALS POSTAGE PAID 2851

3

USPS 2094-4000

AUGUST 2010

DUKE UNIVERSITY

PERKINS LIBRARY

SERIAL DEPARTMENT
DURHAM NC 27706

5/22/2006



This Month's Fea

Free Will Baptist Press!A Heritage

The Importance of Continuing Ed<

MINISTER'S PROGRAM MONTH



the Original Free Will Baptist

MONTHLY PLANNER

OctoL 2010
Minister's Program Month

This is a calendar of major denominational events. Also included are some regular holidays and special days/seasons of the Christian year.
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3
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Sunday

4 5 6
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7 8 9
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10
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REFLECTIONS
with C. H. Overman

OUR DENOMINATIONAL OUTREACH
The outreach of our Convention is

rooted in its ministries. Our Convention
churches, within their own bounds,

have theirown outreachprograms and /

or ministries. Such ministries reach

out to the local community in various

forms based upon the local needs.

The outreach in the broader world is

rooted in our ministries. We pledge our

willingness to promote and support

these ministries as stated in our Articles

ofFaith (74 and 75), under "Objects and

Duties of the Local Congregation."

Each church is obligated "... to pay into

its treasury sufficient funds to support

local church programs and the entire

denominational program" and to "...

make financial contributions to the

denominational ministries, institutions,

and benevolent work." Each ordained

minister has, through the signing of

"The Ministerial Code of Ethics," and his

acceptance of the Articles of Faith, has

pledged to "...cooperate and promote

the work of the denomination at all

times..." (91).

During past years, I have often

alluded to the necessity of supporting

our ministries. All those who have

served and are now serving in a

promotional position continue to

challenge us of our obligations to

faithfulness.

In recent conversation with some of

our minstry directors and Convention

leaders, I understand that our minstries

are pretty much "holding their own,"

as the saying goes. This simply means
that growth and outreach is limited.

The past year or two has been described

as tough times, particulary from the

financial status. Yet, when God's people

are faithful stewards, all needs will be

met and growth will follow. Our God
has unlimited resources. We limit Him
in our own unfaithfulness.

Another reason for limited outreach

in ministries is the lack of numerical

growth in our demomination. While

some churches are experiencing

numerical growth, many are not, and

the effect is obvious. All of us do about

what we want to do, and we do so

because we feel we can afford it. Such

a justification should exist concerning

the Lord's work. In faithful giving He
promises to "...open you the windows
of heaven, and pour you out a blessing,

that there shall not be room enough to

receive it" (Malachi 3:10).

—to be continued
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The Importance ofContinuing

Education for (^Ministers

The Commission on Education for Christian Ministry has

been given several tasks relative to the development of those

who serve or will serve the churches of our Convention in

some capacity. We can provide guidance and consultation

to those who wish to prepare themselves for ministry in the

denomination through both college and graduate theological

education. We can offer suggestions and reminders of

opportunities for continuing education for those who are

currently engaged in ministry. We can collaborate with other

agencies and institutions of our Convention in an effort to

encourage maximum development of all who feel a call to

serve Christ through their involvement in the work of the

churches and our denominational ministries.

The Commission was asked by the former president of

the Convention, the Rev. Charles Renfrow, in the presence

of the Executive Committee and members of the various

conference ordaining councils, to make recommendations

concerning a program of continuing education for

ministers. President Renfrow, who served for four years

in that capacity and who should know better than most

what some of the primary needs are in the churches, felt

that with such limited educational requirements to be an

ordained minister there ought to be some expectations on
the part of the conferences regarding continuing education.

In response to this request, the Commission agreed on a

program of continuing education, based on a model that

was approved by the Central Conference several years ago,

with certain changes that should make it more effective.

Regardless of how much formal education one has

completed, there is always a need to avail oneself of new
learning opportunities and stimulating experiences if we
are to continue to grow and to develop the gifts of grace

that we may have been given. If we serve as a leader in

one congregation for several years, we must continue to

grow if we expect to see growth in the members of that

congregation. In our recommendations for a program of

continuing education we have included three kinds of

experience by which one can achieve personal growth.

They are: 1) Reading a book or books chosen from a list

suggested by our fellow ministers, 2) Attending a seminar
or workshop related to our calling, and 3) Taking a college or

theological seminary course related to our ministry. In each

case we are expected to prepare a 300-500 word summary
and statement of application of the experience. By either

of these experiences we can earn at least one Continuing
Education Credit (CEU) each year.

Already this summer we have been provided with two
opportunities to attend a seminar. The first one was at

By Dr. Michael Pelt

the annual conference of the Ministerial Association at

Cragmont Assembly in June. There a series of four lectures

were given by Dr. J. Michael Morris on "The Biblical

Background and Contemporary Application of Various

Classic Church Growth Principles." The second one was a

seminar with presentations by Dr. H. Mac Wallace at Bethel

OFWB Church near Four Oaks, NC on August 18, sponsored

by that church and the Cape Fear Conference.

We presented our recommendations for a program of

continuing education to the various conference ordaining

councils earlier this year and we asked them to approve

these recommendations and to present them to the

conferences for their adoption in their annual meetings

this fall. These ordaining councils are responsible to their

conference for maintaining the quality and integrity of the

ministers belonging to their conference. There is no other

authority beyond the conference that can set requirements

and expectations for the ministers of our Convention. It is

therefore up to them to take such action as is appropriate

to establish standards and expectations for those who wish

to serve the churches of our Convention. Let us hope that

they are willing to take any action that gives promise of

enhancing the quality of those who would be leaders of our

congregations.

Knowing that the Commission includes three members
who are laypersons and that all of its members agree that

ministry in the church is not limited to ordained clergy, we
want to point out that this program can be a means of helping

laypersons to develop their gifts for service in the churches

and agencies of the Convention. Therefore, we encourage

those who aspire to any type of service or leadership in

the church to take advantage of this program in order to

enhance your ability to serve effectively in whatever your

calling may be. If we can make any adjustments in this

program that will encourage participation on the part of

interested laypersons, please let us hear from you. If you
request a copy of the program and related documents,

we can send them to you by e-mail. My e-mail address is

<mpelt3@nc.rr.com>. You may have already received copies

of these documents from Andrea Cox at the Convention

headquarters as attachments in an e-mail sent out earlier

this year.

Commission Members are: Dr. Michael Pelt, Chair; Dr.

Deborah King; the Rev. Michael Bryan; Dr. Tommy Benson;

the Rev. Rudy Oivens; Mrs. Pam Braxton; and the Rev. Josh

Whitfield
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TURN-TURN-TURN TO GOD
My grandmother used to say, fairly

often, "Your body doesn't stay the same

all the time." She was not speaking solely

of the physical body but (especially

when talking to me) she was speaking

of the emotional body as well. What did

she mean by that puzzling statement?

I think my grandmother (Anna Garris

Hill of the Ayden Free Will Baptist

Church) meant that we are creatures of

change at all times. Other people might

call this constant change "transitions"

or "passages." Even if the big things

of life don't change all the time, lots of

little things do. And when we are roused

from our accustomed ways, the pace of

change can be terrifying.

I found this terrifying aspect of change

in moving from Minnesota and a work
life, to Mississippi and retirement. I

didn't know how settled I had become in

19 years with the same house, same job,

and, of course, my beloved husband Paul

there all the time. Suddenly, change was
a constant way of living—new locale,

new friends, and new daily routines.

Almost the only constant was Paul.

Recently, Paul and I entertained a

psychologist and his wife for dinner in

our home. I made the comment that I

had still not adjusted to retirement. The

psychologist responded, "How long did

you say you have been retired?"

I replied, "Three years."

He appeared astonished. But maybe I

am just a slow learner.

In the last (now) five years, I have

turned ever closer to God. My prayer life

has deepened, and I read meditations and

biblical commentary sometimes several

times during the day. I am looking for

the stability that God alone can provide

in a world of change. My faith is stronger

now, though I had not felt a lessening in

Minnesota. But God sometimes takes us

from a comfortable environment to test

us, to see what mettle we really have.

In these times of economic crisis,

our society would do well to return

to the values on which our nation was
founded. God is always there as a solace,

and the quickest and easiest way to find

a firm footing again is by seeking the

guidance that He gives so freely to those

who listen for it. Yes, change is scary, but

God is the Rock that does not change.

As time has gone by, and I have moved

ever more into writing inspirational

literature, I have found the stability that

only real work can provide. I had been

somewhat at loose ends, without the

moorings of a job to provide structure.

All of us need meaningful work. Even

work that we might dislike (and this

does not include my experience in

Minnesota, for I loved my work) has its

place in our lives. We are creatures that

St. Paul described, "Faith without works

is dead." These "works," he meant to be

religious contributions, but I think that it

is not too far afield to recognize the word
"work" in the larger word "works." The

heart calls out for a meaningful day, and

we would do well to ask God how he

would have us lead that day. His answer

may surprise and challenge us, but it

will always eventually provide a solace

that we cannot know in any other way.

God answers our questions in a way that

causes us to adjust to circumstances with

a grace that may at first surprise us.

Seek Him, and be consoled. I am
seeking Him, and my life in retirement

in Mississippi finally feels on more solid

footing.

POSITION AVAILABLE
Stoney Creek Church is seeking a full-time Associate Pastor for Youth (Student Ministry).

Primary duties will be to provide a comprehensive ministry to youth in grades 6-1 2. This is

a great opportunity to work with a multi-staffed and growing Church. Stoney Creek Church

is in a growing part of eastern North Carolina and is surrounded bymany young families

needing Christian ministry. Those who may be interested are invited to send a resume

to Gary M. Bailey, Senior Pastor, Stoney Creek Church, 752 Stoney Creek Church Road,

Goldsboro, NC 27534 or <gbailey@stoneycreekchurch.net>. For more information, you

may call (91 9) 735-391 6 to speak with Gary Bailey or Joey Williams, Associate Pastor for

Children and Youth <jwilliams@stoneycreekchurch.net>.
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FREE WILL BAPTIST PRESS:
A Heritage of Excellence

By Mike Scott, Pastor, Juniper Chapel Church

For two years now I've had the privilege of serving

on the board of Free Will Baptist Press, and during that

time I have learned a lot concerning its inner-working.

I already knew quite a bit about The Press due to the

fact I both worked there for a year as a proofreader and

have written the Bible Teacher for several years. Older

than the convention itself, Free Will Baptist Press is the

first of its ministries. The Press can trace its roots back

to 1873 where a resolution was passed to establish a

Free Will Baptist Paper. After several failed attempts,

the publication, The Free Will Baptist, began in earnest

in 1895, the year The Press was moved to Ayden. From
these humble beginnings, Free Will Baptist Press has

grown into the institution it is today. The Press is an

important part of our denominational structure and

deserves the full support of every Original Free Will

Baptist for many reasons, but I would like to elaborate

on three.

First of all, The Press is important and deserves

our financial support because it strives to promote

the cause of Original Free Will Baptists through the

printed page. While our bookstores carry a variety of

literature reflecting all perspectives of Christianity,

the Sunday School literature is written from a distinct

Free Will Baptist standpoint. Our Sunday School

quarterlies are written from a conservative and biblical

point of view, and they employ Scripture references

exclusively from the King James Version of the Bible.

The New Testament of the KJV is based on the "textus

j!

receptus" (the received text), which is believed to be

the most accurate manuscript of the original writings

in existence today.

Along with our Sunday School literature, The Free

Will Baptist magazine is "must reading" for every

Free Will Baptist family. All of our denominational

ministries have the privilege of being represented in

its pages, and the information provided is essential to

our understanding of who we are as Original Free Will

Baptists. The Free Will Baptist is "our magazine," for no

other media outlet is dedicated to promoting the work
of our denomination. Our people need to be informed

as to where we are going as a denomination and what

we are doing to promote the cause of Christ, and The

Free Will Baptist accomplishes both of these goals.

Secondly, Free Will Baptist Press is important

and deserves support because there is a sense of

obligation and duty to do so. It is essential that we
as a denomination take pride in our ministries, and

as we do so we will see the need to support them to

the best of our ability. Despite what many may think

or have heard, our denominational ministries are not

in competition with one another. Each has a vital role

to play in our denominational structure, and each

complements the other as together they work to share

the love of Jesus Christ with a lost and dying world.

We have churches in our denomination that

purchase their Sunday School and Vacation Bible

School literature, along with their cantata and other

musical sources, from places other than The Press,

and while this is certainly their prerogative, it reflects

badly on their commitment to the cause of Original

Free Will Baptists. All of our ministers sign a code of

ethics, and this code in part states, "As a pastor, I will

seek to lead the church (or churches) which I serve to

be loyal to the denomination and to cooperate with

its programs." The Bible tells us it is better to never

make a vow to God in the first place than it is to make
one and not keep it (see Ecclesiastes 5:5); therefore, it

is the duty of every Original Free Will Baptist minister

to promote all or our ministries, and this includes Free

Will Baptist Press.

To any church that is not using Free Will Baptist

literature in their Sunday School, I wish to encourage

that congregation to stop and think what it is doing.

We as Original Free Will Baptists don't adhere to the

doctrine of eternal security, but any literature printed

article continued on page 36
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MINISTER'S PROGRAM p-°- Box 39 • Ayden, nc 28513 • 252.746.4963

THE FWB MINISTER'S PROGRAM
"Helping Those Who Serve"

There are few things more precious than a promise.

We are reminded of God's promise every time we see

a rainbow and we remember promises we have made
and how hard we work to keep our word. The Minister's

Program is in the promise keeping business.

It may be to a retired minister who depends on his

retirement check each month. It could also be a minister's

widow who, due to her husband's participation in the

Minister's Widows Fund, receives a check at a time when
she needs it most. Perhaps it is the older minister who
opens an envelope during the Christmas season realizing

he is not forgotten. Whatever the case, our churches have

made it possible for the Minister's Program to keep these

and other promises to those we serve.

October has been set aside by the Convention as

Minister's Program Month in the local church and it is

through your support that we are able to do some pretty

positive things for ministers within our denomination.

The Minister's Program is a support ministry of our

Convention. What does this mean? We advocate on behalf

of the minister and we assist our churches in helping

them provide for their pastor. This may be compensation

guidance, retirement planning, or tax concerns. We help

the church and pastor do what they could not do alone.

The Minister's Program was originally formed in the

1930s and it came about as a result of the creation of the

social security system. When the social security system

was originally created, ministers were specifically

excluded from participation. In an effort to assist our

older ministers, the Convention formed the Board of

Superannuation to solicit contributions, which could

then be redistributed to those in need.

We remember the 1930s as the decade of the "Great

Depression" and our churches were not exempt. It was
difficult for a congregation to support programs during a

time that they were unable to provide for the pastor who
stood before them each Sunday. As a result, the program

never achieved the success that was hoped for.

Part of the failure of the initial idea is that the idea of a

central board paying pastors for their service to the local

church is foreign to Convention churches. Historically

and culturally, our churches have assumed the role of

providing for their pastor. Biblically speaking, the Apostle

Paul in 1 Corinthians 9:9-14 spoke about the unique

relationship that existed between the church and those

who preach making clear the responsibilities involved

on both parties. Both pastors and congregations believe

that God will provide for the minister and the scripture

indicates that the church is a principal channel of God's

providence.

Churches have a strong moral and biblical mandate
to provide fair and equitable compensation for current

services and to assist the pastor in preparing for

retirement. This requires a strong commitment on behalf

of the church and the Minister's Program provides

material and assistance for this purpose. The Minister's

Program urges our churches to have this conversation

with their pastor. Don't make him ask. Take the lead

and sit down with your pastor for an open and frank

discussion about compensation.

Each church should have a clear idea and understanding

of what their gift to any ministry is used for and where

it goes. Every contribution a church makes comes from

the tithe or offering from a member. This is God's money
and your church deserves to know how it is used.

Your contributions pay for the administrative costs

involved with the Minister's Widow's Fund, the

Surviving Minister's Fund, the Minister's Retirement

System, and the expense involved with publications

such as the "Guide to the Church / Pastor Relationship,"

and the annual "Basic Compensation Brochure."

Finally, over the last 10 years The Program distributed

hundreds of thousands of dollars back to ministers

preparing for retirement and those already retired. While

retirement planning is what we are best known for, it is

not all we do.

Did you know that during this past year your church,

through its support of the Minister's Program, sent $150

to every minister age 65 and older in our denomination?

This was a total of over $14,000 through an annual project

called Christmas Cheer and on behalf of those ministers

who received this gift we say thank you to each church

that participated!

The retirement program is one of the most important

promises we keep. Over the last two years the news

has reported on large national companies that have

been unable meet the obligations they made to retired

employees. This has been due to lack of funding and

losses in the financial markets. In some cases these well-

known companies had less than 60% of the amount

needed to meet their obligations.

This is not the case with the Minister's Retirement

Program! The plan was valued this past year by AON,

continued on next page
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Clergy Appreciation Day
Sunday, October 1 0, 201

0

The Minister's Program would like to remind all

churches that October 10, 2010 is acknowledged

nationally, and has been designated locally by the

Convention, as Clergy Appreciation Sunday. While

each of us appreciates our pastor, this day gives you an

excuse to do something special for him. He stands with

you in times of sorrow and tragedy as well as those

moments of joy that all families experience. Sometimes

we forget to say thank you for all he does, but the

Bible reminds us in Galatians 6:10: As we have therefore

opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto

them who are of the household offaith.

We encourage each church member to do something

on this day to show that you care. Here are some
ideas:

•O A financial gift

O A surprise vacation

O Gift certificates to a store or restaurants

A GPS for his car

^> New cell phone

^> A note of appreciation

Decorate your church in honor of your pastor

The gift doesn't have to be extravagant. Anything

from the heart will mean a lot.

October is Minister's

Program Month

Free Will Baptist

Minister's Program

Serving the churches and ministers

by providing:

• Quality retirement planning.

• Seminars and educational

opportunities.

• The Christmas Cheer Program

for all ministers age 65 and older.

• The Minister's Widow's Fund.

• The Surviving Minister's Fund.

• Publications to assist in

compensation planning and the

church/pastor relationship.

continued from previous page

international benefits corporation, and was found to be

funded in excess of 100% of the amount required. This will

enable the Minister's Program to keep those promises we
made to our participants. Many of our retired ministers

have outlived their benefits but continue to receive their

monthly and quarterly checks. This is only possible

through prudent management and the churches support

of this program.

Minister's Program Month is an opportunity for our

churches to support the success of this program. Each

of you can assist this program in keeping the promises

made to our ministers.

What are we asking you to do? Please pray for our

work—and after you have prayed—consider a gift that

will allow us to continue the work thatwe do. You may not

know this, but over 30% of our churches do not support

the Minister's Program. Does your church support the

Minister's Program? If you answered, "I don't know" to

this question, there is a good chance that your church

provided no financial support to the Minister's Program

last year. Please consider receiving a special offering

during Minister's Program Month or sending a special

gift to the Minister's Program so we can continue the

program you have commissioned us to do.

FWB Minister's Program
P.O. Box 39

Ayden, NC 28513
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HOME MISSIONS & EVANGELISM 2600 W.Vernon Ave. •Kinston, NC 28504*252.526.9908

TOUCHING LIVES FOR A LIFETIME
By Laura Monroe, Administrative Coordinator, Home Missions & Evangelism

What is the most difficult thing you face today?

People's awareness of disabilities. I find everyday that people are

innocent of the needs of people with disabilities.

What do you do to help yourself get through difficult

situations?

EDUCATE, EDUCATE, EDUCATE. The more people understand the

better I can minister to each need. I live by the philosophy of

"Adapt and overcome" with Jesus' help.

How do you help others experience the kind of life you lead?

Invite me to your church to share my story. My role with this

ministry is to provide materials and resources to reach out to our
churches and bridge the gap between disabled people and church.

Communication is the key.

What have you learned in your life's journey thus far?

Philippians 4:13 has become a reality to me. I have learned to be

patient but persistent, to be gentle but determined. One of my
goals is to educate people with disabilities so they can become
active and involved in their communities.

The Board of Home Missions and Evangelism has voted to expand its ministry by fostering Wheels on Fire for

Christ. Its purpose is to encourage, inspire, serve, and to fulfill The Great Commission through Jesus Christ and

through the Word of God. This ministry will reach out to individuals with disabilities, youth, and people in need.

Its primary focus is to help bridge the gap between churches and the disabled community. The Coordinator,

Scott Broadway, was born with spastic quadriplegic cerebral palsy and has used a power wheelchair since he

was three years old. He is a licensed minister and a member of First Original Free Will- Baptist Church in Kinston

who enjoys spending time with his wife and daughter. Please invite Scott to visit your church and share this

ministry with you as we continue to TOUCH LIVES FOR A LIFETIME.

You may contact Scott Broadway at:

(252) 286-7949

scott@woffcm.org

www.woffcm.org
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PROJECT

HELP HAITI
NC AGRIBUSINESS

WHY HELP HAITI?

On January 1 2, 201 0, Haiti was hit with the worst earthquake in its history, leaving over 200,000 dead and over

one and a half million homeless.

Today, nearly eight months after, the initial outpouring of sympathy and aid to Haiti, the world has turned its

attention to other crises. Tent cities, housing the displaced poor, litter the capital of Port of Prince. International

food aid is decreasing and soon will cease.

WHAT IS PROJECT HELP HAITI-NC AGRIBUSINESS?

It is a major initiative of Harvest Connection Disaster Relief Ministry and the North Carolina Agribusiness Council

with the support of Mount Olive College and other leading North Carolina private and public institutions.

WHY AGRIBUSINESS?

Haiti was once an agriculture rich country providing France and Europe with much of its coffee, sugar, bananas,

and tropical fruits, as well as wood from rich tropical forests. After 200 years of independence from France,

Haiti agribusiness, through decades of poverty, mismanagement, and corruption is providing less than 20%
of Haitian food needs.

Today after the earthquake, Haitian agribusiness provides less than 1 0% of the nation's food requirements. As
international food aid slows down and eventually ceases, the Haitian people will be facing a desperate food

shortage.

The Harvest Connection Disaster Relief Ministry

2600 W. Vernon Ave., Kinston, NC 28504
(252)526-9908 • Fax (252) 526-9918

harvestconnection@embarqmail.com

www.theharvestconnection.com



MOUNT OLIVE COLLEGE 634 Henderson Street • Mount Olive, NC 28365 • 1.800.653.0854 • www.moc.edu

Appointment of Campus Chaplain
at Mount Olive College

By Philip P. Kerstetter, Ph.D., President

At my inauguration last March, I said that one of my goals as President is to foster the integration of faith and
learning at all of the locations of Mount Olive College. In my role as the head of this denominational ministry of

The Convention, I have found it necessary to have someone with whom I can work closely to help integrate the

religious life of the campus and to work closely with individual students and student groups.

At Mount Olive College, the Campus Chaplain will have the following responsibilities:

• Teach some courses in the Department of Religion

• Provide oversight to the development of the chapel program
• Serve as a vital part of special events and student activities on campus

Based on some additional feedback from students and others this past year, I also placed a special emphasis on
the need for this person to counsel, as well as to provide direction and support to the various student religious

organizations on campus. From my perspective, the position of Chaplain at Mount Olive College is a demonstration

of Christian hospitality.

As we started the search process, it was my hope to be able to appoint a member of the Convention of Original

Free Will Baptists to this position at Mount Olive College. After a national search, therefore, I am very pleased

to announce that Carla Williamson, a member of the Cape Fear Conference, has been appointed as Chaplain at

Mount Olive College. She received her Bachelor of Science degree from Mount Olive College and her Master of

Divinity degree from Duke University. She has served as an adjunct instructor for Mount Olive College and, most

recently, was the Resident Chaplain at Rex Health Care in Raleigh.

I am confident that she will make a very significant contribution to the religious life of the campus and to the

lives of the members of this campus community. I ask your prayers for God's guidance and strength for Carla as

she begins her work with me as Chaplain on campus.

First Chapel Speaker of the New School Year

The Rev. Neal Cox was the speaker at Mount Olive College's first chapel service of the new academic year. Pictured

L-R: Tabatha Kennedy (Sandy Plain Church, Duplin County), Jeffery Massey (Pleasant Grove Church, Wayne County),

The Rev. Neal Cox (Wintergreen Church, Craven County), Tommy Yopp (Sneads Ferry Church, Onslow County),

Audrey Owens (First Church of Wilson, Wilson County), and Brian Parnell (First Church of Wilson, Wilson County).
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Graduation Worship Service Program Personalities

Graduation Worship Service Program Personalities:

Back Row L-R: Carla Williamson, The Rev. Al Warrick

(Worship Service Speaker, Micro Church, Johnston

County), Dr. David Hines. Front Row L-R: Becky

Banks and Susan Lackey (Mosley's Creek Church,

Craven County).

Opportunities at

|y[OUNT OLIVE COLLEGE
Important Dates to Remember: Fall 201

0

Spring Registration begins Monday, November, 1, 2010. If you are thinking about starting college or

transferring to Mount Olive College for spring semester, 201 1,contactTimWoodard, Director of Admissions,

at <twoodard@moc.edu> or 1 (800) 653-0854.

To get started, complete our free online application at <www.moc.edu> and have your high school/college

transcripts sent to Tim Woodard at MOC Admissions, 634 Henderson Street, Mount Olive, NC 28365.

Can't quit your job but need to get a degree?

One night a week programsfor adultswho need the convenience ofevening higher education opportunities

are available at New Bern, Jacksonville, Mount Olive Evening College, Research Triangle Park, Wilmington,

and Washington. All programs meet from 6-10 p.m. on the same night every week. To make contact with

an Admissions Representative at one of our locations, call 1 (800) NEW GOAL.

Evening College

Heritage (10/20/2010)

Jacksonville

Management and Organizational Development (1 0/4/201 0)

Early Childhood Education (10/26/2010)

New Bern
Heritage (10/4/2010)

Managements Organizational Development (10/7/2010)

Research Triangle Park
Early Childhood Education (10/14/2010)

Health Care Management (1 0/25/201 0)

Management and Organizational Development (1 1/8/2010)

Heritage (11/11/2010)

Washington
Early Childhood Education (10/4/2010)

Criminal Justice (10/4/2010)

Religion (11/11/2010)

Wilmington
Management and Organizational Development (1 1/9/2010)



August 2010 Free Will Baptist Graduates

Alyssa Cummings (Marsh Swamp Church, Susan Lackey (Mosley's Creek Church, Michael Cashwell (St. Mary's Church,

Wilson County) and Family Craven County) and Family Craven County) and Family

October 2010
Mount Olive College Dinners

The 2010 annual dinners for Mount Olive College have been scheduled as follows. Mount Olive College

is a ministry established by the Free Will Baptist Church, and Free Will Baptists are encouraged to attend

the dinner held in their county where they can learn more about this ministry of Christian higher education.

Students from the College music department will present a program of music at each of the dinners. Persons

interested in attending a dinner should make reservations through their local church chairperson.

LENOIR COUNTY
Saturday October 2, 6:30 p.m.

La Grange OFWB Church, La Grange

Cleo S. Hinson, Chair

Goal: $29,425

PAMLICO COUNTY
Saturday, October 23, 6:00 p.m.

Mount Zion OFWB Church

Paul Grubbs, Chair

Goal: $6,575

JONES COUNTY
Monday, October 4, 7:00 p.m.

Pilgrim Home OFWB Church near Dover

Gene Burkett, Chair

Goal: $9,425

ONSLOW-BRUNSWICK COUNTIES
Sunday, October 24, 6:00 p.m.

Folkstone OFWB Church, Folkstone

Ronnie Parker, Chair

Goal: $6,275

GREENE COUNTY
Monday, October 11, 7:00 p.m.

Hull Road OFWB Church near Snow Hill

Genevieve M. Taylor & Randy Beaman, Co-Chairs

Goal: $59,325

WAYNE COUNTY
Tuesday October 26, 7:00 p.m.

Mount Olive College

Barbara Lancaster, Chair

Goal: $87,550

BEAUFORT COUNTY
Saturday, October 16, 6:30 p.m.

Southside High School

Billy Gurkin, Chair

Goal: $10,575

NASH COUNTY
Thursday, October 28, 7:00 p.m.

FWB Children's Home
v

John R. Manning, Chair

Goal: $6,500

Dinners scheduled for November will be in the November edition of The Free Will Baptist.
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A Glimpse of the Class of 201

4

Suitcases and boxes filled the parking lots of the residence

halls this past weekend as the class of 2014 arrived on the

Mount Olive College (MOC) campus. A quick glance down
the hallways of King, Hart, Griffin, and Grantham residence

halls displayed excitement and energy as families and

friends unloaded luggage and said their final goodbyes.

Yasmine Blue and Maricela Ortiz smiled and chatted

as they met for the first time and settled into becoming

new roommates. Yasmine, a freshman from Robeson

County, is looking forward to majoring in accounting and

playing basketball for the Trojans. "I'm ready to get a good

education," she says.

Katie Woodard (Rains Crossroads Church, Johnston

County), a freshman from Princeton and biology major,

already has strong ties with the MOC community. Her

brother, Keith Woodard, is a 2010 MOC graduate, and her

cousin, Tim Woodard, is Director of Traditional Admissions.

Katie's expectations for her future college experiences are

simple, "to learn a lot, and have a good time!"

Friends and family filled Shaquan Atkinson's room
as he settled in to his new room in Grantham. A hopeful

engineering major from Lynchburg, Virginia, Atkinson

says he found out about Mount Olive College through an

academic advisor at his high school. With a huge smile,

he says he can't wait to see what is in store for him in the

coming year.

Resident Advisor Jason Mitchell made new freshman

Brian Carter from Sampson County feel right at home as

the two talked about clubs, classes, and life in the residence

halls. "We are here to make you feel like family," says Jason.

"It's going to be a great new year!"

More excitement buzzed outside as booths set up by local

churches including First Baptist Church, First Presbyterian

Church of Mount Olive, Rooty Branch FWB Church in

Duplin County, Northeast FWB Church in Wayne County

Michelle Bosky of Kenly, NC gets a helping Kat Nelson of New Bent, NC is excited to Senior Brian Parnell of Lucama helps Ins

handfrom Mount Olive College Alumni Jim start her freshmen year at Mount Olive cousin Lindsay Parnell of Wilson move in to

Lewis and James Cahoon during Saturday's College. her residence hall room on Saturday,

move-in day.

and Goldsboro First FWB Church offered warm welcomes to

new freshmen and their families. Chase Smith, youth pastor

at First Presbyterian Church, says he is encouraged by the

sense of community that local churches are developing with

the students.

Other helping hands included Andy's Cheeseburgers and

Cheesesteaks serving up fresh lemonade and orangeade

to help relieve the heat, and Dominos Pizza serving up
free pizza. MOC Peer Mentors, Student Assistants, and

Residence Life staff were busy hurrying around meeting

and greeting the new class as well.

This year, Mount Olive College is welcoming a freshman

class of nearly 240 and over 90 new transfer students. It is

the largest incoming class in the College's history.

Freshmen have participated in a variety of events

throughout the weekend. Their activities have included

meeting with their new peer mentors, attending convocation,

and participating in a group service project.

Mount Olive College is ready to transform the lives of

yet another freshman class as the 2010-2011 school year

begins!

Bryant, Caleb, and Karen Hines of Bear Grass, NC are pictured just

outside of the men's residence hall on the campus of Mount Olive

College.



CHILDREN'S HOME po - Box 249 * Middlesex, NC 27557 • 252.235.2161 • www.fwbchildrenshome.org

New Board Member
The Free Will Baptist Children's Home welcomes Billy Hines into service on The Home's

Board of Directors. Billy, a Children's Home alumnus (1954-1962) is retired after 37 years of

employment with VF Corporation, Wilson, NC where he was the supervisor over shipping

and receiving. He is an active member of Milbournie Church, Wilson, where he is a Sunday
School teacher, a deacon, and Chairman of the Facilities Committee. He is also a member of

Gideon International and a member of the American Legion. Billy resides in Wilson with his

wife, Mary.



Campus Visitors
It is always a special treat to have you visit us on campus. We only ask that you call ahead and let us know you are coming

so we can have someone available to show you around. We are truly blessed by the activities, gifts, and visits you share with

the children and The Home. We commend the young adults and children who take part in these activities, and reach out

to help other children and young adults, and we applaud the efforts of all who help us continue to make a difference in the

lives of children.

As part of a Vacation Bible School

missions program at Everett Chapel

Church, Clayton, The Home received

beach towels, microwaves, and games
for the children here. These items had

been selected from The Home's needs

list. A monetary donation was also

given. The VBS director, Beverly Davis,

and her husband Don, visited campus
on September 2, 2010 to deliver the

items. Beverly stated the VBS youth

worked with marked enthusiasm

to participate in and complete the

missions project.

Other recent campus visitors include members of Jackson Heights Church,

Kinston (top left) and their pastor Ashley Summerlin, who provided a cookout

and games, members of Milbournie Church, Wilson (top right), who dropped

off school supplies, members of Mt. Zion Church, Nashville (bottom left), who
dropped off school supplies, and Free Spirit Church, Wilson (bottom right), and

their pastor Bobby Futrell, who stopped by for a visit and dropped off supplies.

Also visiting in August was a group from BB&T in Wilson. The Home
was selected to be included in the BB&T Lighthouse Project, a community
outreach project. The BB&T "Champions of Children" prepared catalogs

of comforters and bedding ensemble pictures for the cottage bedrooms.

Each child was asked to choose their favorite bedding ensembles from the

catalogs. Also, the children could list clothing items or shoes they may be in

need of. On August 24, 2010, a truck pulling a large covered trailer arrived

on campus with all of the gifts. In addition to the individual gifts, a box of

personal hygiene items had been prepared for each cottage for the children

to share, as well as some kitchen items for each cottage.

The second phase of this outreach project will include some volunteer

work on campus, painting, and cleaning by BB&T volunteers, and a picnic

for our children and staff here.

1 Campus Needs 1

• Plastic Mattress Covers with Quilted Tops • Bath Towels

• Heavy Duty Plastic Shower Curtain Liners • Bath Cloths

• New Luggage or Duffel Bags • Kitchen Towels

• Plastic Clothes Hangers • Dish Cloths

• 8 or 12 ounce Plastic Tumblers • Umbrellas
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OFWB IN TERNATIONA L P0 Box 39 • Ayden, NC 28513 • 252.746.4963 • www.ofwbi.org

Short Term Team
PIEDRAS NEGRAS, MEXICO (June 1 9-26, 2010)

Group picture of those who worked on this project

My name is Robbie Millard and I am a member of Sandy
Plain Church. I recently took part in the short term mission

trip to Piedras Negras, Mexico. I had never been on any

type of mission trip before, but had wanted to take part in

one for some time. As I am sure it is with most folks, there

were numerous obstacles to overcome in order for me to go

on this mission trip, but God provided a way. I would like

to share a few thoughts regarding this unique experience.

The task for this mission trip was to do repairs on the Lily

of the Valley Free Will Baptist Church building in Piedras

Negras. It was in desperate need of repair, both structural

and electrical. We were able to put a new roof on the church

and make electrical repairs as well as extending the front of

the church forward to make more room.

The Mexican brothers and sisters were incredibly friendly.

Even though our communication was limited somewhat
by our different languages, it was surprising how well we
could communicate without ever saying a word. There was
such a sweet spirit all week. It was evident that God was
at work. Yes, it was hot and the work was hard, but no one

seemed to mind.

Instead of going into detail about the work that was done,

I would like to share what this trip meant to me. In preparing

for the trip, my goal was to work as hard as I could to try

to provide a blessing for the Mexican brothers and sisters.

God, however, had other plans. It was I who received the

blessing. It strengthened my faith tremendously to see these

folks serving God with so little compared to what we have

here. This church had no air conditioning, faulty electrical

wiring, and pews that were not only uncomfortable, but

were literally falling apart. After seeing the building these

people worship in, it made me realize we have absolutely no

excuse not to be in church every time the doors are open.

As I sit here in front of my computer to write this, I am
reminded how truly blessed I am. My house is not fancy by

our standards, but it is a mansion compared to what most

Mexican people live in. I have electricity, air conditioning,

running water, and indoor plumbing. These are things we
take for granted. We could not even begin to imagine life

without electricity, yet this is the reality for many Mexican

people. Folks, we are not better than these people. We are

just fortunate to live in a country that God has so richly

blessed. Unfortunately, we take these blessings for granted.

We have been so blessed for so long, we have come to

expect the things that God has blessed us with. I, for one,

am guilty. This trip opened my eyes to this sad fact.

As I reflect back over the entire trip and ask myself what

did I learn from this experience, two things come to mind.

First, as I mentioned earlier, I will try not to take for granted

the blessings God has given me. Secondly, God answered a

question that has been bothering me for years. The question

was this. With so many needs everywhere around us, both

home and abroad, how can one person possibly make a

difference? It has always seemed as if the needs were so

great, no one could possibly make a difference, so why even

bother.

God answered this question on.our last night in Piedras

Negras. The entire mission team gathered to discuss the

events of the week and to make preparations to return home
the next day Mr. Harold Jones, the mission director, held a

short devotion. He addressed the very issue I had struggled

with for years. He began by saying there is almost

16



7,000,000,000 (seven billion) people in the world today and

there were only 18 people on this mission trip. Those 18

people ministered to and helped a small church in Mexico.

He went on to say when you look at what we did from

this perspective, what we accomplished was so small, so

microscopic even, when compared to the world's problems,

was it really worth the effort? Why even bother? Did we
make a difference?

Mr. Jones then told us this is not the way we should look

at things. He said out of almost seven billion people on

this planet, God provided for us to be in this place, at this

time, to minister to these people. When viewed from this

perspective, what we did absolutely did make a difference.

What a powerful message! We need to do our part to take

advantage of the opportunities God provides for us and let

God take care of the big picture. When we try to look at the

big picture, we are easily overwhelmed and discouraged.

But no task is too big for God.

I thank God for the opportunity to go on this mission

trip and fellowship with the Mexican brothers and sisters.

Who knows what seeds were planted and how God will use

them.

After the Evening Worship Service at

the Lily of the Valley FWB Church

Finishing the sheetrock Building trusses

ENCOUNTER GOD RETREAT
PALAWAN, PHILIPPINES

Participants and facilitators of the retreat

BY THE REV. MARCOS P. TALADRO

On May 19-20, 2010, the Ministerial Conference of the

Free Will Baptist Churches of the Philippines held an

"Encounter God Retreat" at the First Free Will Baptist Main
Church, Rizal Avenue Extension, Puerto Princesa City

Palawan. Our resource person was the Rev Dr. Edwin C.

Taladro, who is founder of The Bible Community World
Mission, Inc. He is a Pastor Emeritus of Metro Manila Bible

Community Church. He shared with us his vast experiences

in the ministry. There were 70 attentive participants from

our own local church pastors and church workers. The
retreat was aimed toward rededicating ourselves to God.

The Encounter God Retreat helped us gain a fresh vision

for God's work. Our pastors and church workers reaffirmed

their lives and rededicated themselves to greater service for

the Lord. Praise the Lord! To Him be the glory!
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SUNDAY SCHOOL MINISTRY po - Box 39 • Ayden, NC 28513 • 252.746.4963 • www.ofwbsundayschool.org

iVtifit s 'On l^eu v

by Mary Dudley

We are now in the tenth year of the 21st century. Our
churches should be growing by leaps and bounds—but are

they? In days gone by when people worked 5-6 days each

week, they gathered together at the church on Sunday to

worship through fellowship, learning, singing, praying and

listening to the Word of the Lord from the preacher for that

day Some of the preachers came to the churches maybe
once or twice a month. When the churches were not having

worship time, the people gathered together for Sunday
School. This was a time for learning about God's Word.

Everyone was involved in the scriptures whether or not

they had quarterlies. There was reading from the Bible and

discussion about the application of the scripture for those

who were able to understand applications. The children were

involved in singing those traditional choruses such as "The

BIBLE" and "Jesus Loves the Little Children," learning about

our Bible heroes, and how to pray.

Today we are still working those 5-6 days each week, but

on Sunday, we seem to have no time for God. We would
rather use the excuses "I'm too tired," "I learn from TV
preachers," "Sunday School is just for kids anyway," "We
hear the same thing over and over again," "The Bible is too

difficult to understand," "I need to go to my house at the

beach or the mountains," "My family needs time together,"

"We have a family reunion," or even the oldest excuse of all,

"Sunday School starts too early." If we take a good look at

the church's priority list, we might be surprised just what is

being done in the name of learning about God's Word. We
find ourselves discussing the latest ball scores, the location of

the afternoon's golf game, activities for the youth groups, the

time for our next fundraiser and what will be served, who
is in the hospital or who is home sick, or maybe even that

the nursery needs some supplies. These seem very trivial to

some of us, but they are very real in a good many locations on

Sunday morning when we should be focusing our attention

to the Word of God and how we can be of service to our

fellow man.

We have allowed everything in the book to take precedence

other than the real reason for Sunday School. Sunday
School could be defined as the reaching, teaching, winning,

maturing, or nurturing arm of the church. Sunday School

is for EVERYONE, regardless of age. This should be the

place where people are trained to be church leaders. It is the

evangelistic arm of the church. Our Sunday School forms

the biblical foundation for our church. This should be the

place where we can get into the scriptures and discover what
they actually mean to us. Our Bible should be our textbook

and the Bible study books are our supplementary materials.

The teachers have the awesome responsibility to bring the

scriptures to life each time they teach, using methods that are

age appropriate depending upon the class they are teaching.

The lessons should be interactive between the teacher and

the students. In order to get this accomplished, there MUST
be training provided for the teachers and Sunday School

leaders to keep Sunday School on the front burner of the

church.

The Sunday School provides an avenue for using the

small group approach whether or not the groups meet in the

church or in another location, at some other time. In a society

such as the one in which we live today, with gangs operating

in the schools and neighborhoods or with numerous other

activities that demand the attention of our youth and young
adults, we desperately need to reexamine the mission and

vision statements for our churches and the objectives for

fulfilling them. If we are not meeting them, what can be

done to correct the situation? If we are meeting them, then

what can we do next? I realize that our churches are trying to

hold to the Original Free Will Baptist doctrine, so what better

place could we have to emphasize our doctrine than in our

Sunday School classes as we share our thoughts concerning

each lesson. Therefore, it should be the responsibility of

each church to offer training for its Sunday School teachers

in what we as Original Free Will Baptists believe. We as

the Sunday School Board feel this is paramount if we are

to continue in our rich heritage. While the writers of our

Foundation Curriculum try to the best of their ability to hold

to our doctrine in their writings, it remains the responsibility

of the teachers to emphasize the parts of the lessons that refer

to our doctrine. If we do this, we can honestly say that we
have our beliefs on the front burner of the church's activities.

Most electric stoves will have at least one large front burner

and three small ones. This is done so that the 'big pots' can

occupy the larger space. This might'be a wise thought for our

churches as we spread the Word of God in our communities.

PUT THE SUNDAY SCHOOL ON THE FRONT BURNER
ANDGROWOURCHURCHESTHROUGH THISAVENUE.
If we do this the other objectives will take care of themselves

as we have people to implement them.
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Joshua's Call
Men's Conference

Bring your kids!

($2 each)

Activities for

all ages!

Saturday, October 23, 2010

Jackson Heights OFWB Church
Kinston, North Carolina

9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

$10 Registration (lunch will be provided)

Featuring:

• Ron Hunter, president and CEO of Randall House

and co-founder of the D6 Conference

• The Fraley Family

You may confirm the number attending by e-mail to:

keylifeministries@yahoo.com

or send to:

Keylife Ministries
154 Christina Avenue • Smithfield, NC 27577

(919) 809-0045

You have a special invitation to attend

Sandy Plain OFWB Church

Homecoming Services £s? 130th YearAnniversary Celebration

on October 18, 2010 at 11 a.m.

Guest Speaker will be the Rev. Jimmy Mercer of Davis, NC.

Trie church is located at 949 NC 241 Hwy, Pink Hill, NC.

Please come and join us as we celebrate God's blessings.
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CRAGMONT ASSEMBLY 1233 North Fork Road • Black Mountain, NC 28711 • 828.669.7677 • www.cragmontassembly.com

Second Mile Giving Results

Matthew 5:41 says, "...and if anyone forces you to go one

mile, go with him two miles." Roman law allowed foot

soldiers weary from battle to choose any resident of the

land to carry his soldier's pack for one mile. The law was

there so that soldiers would not abuse people making

them go further. Jesus used this law of limitation to show

how different His followers are to be. Disciples should not

hold an attitude of "do as little as you can get away with"

but we are to "go the second mile." If, as disciples of our

Lord, we would apply these words to our giving, it would

be called "second mile giving" which is the offering we
give beyond those that meet minimum responsibilities.

Thus far, second mile givers have contributed $14,405 to

retire the lodge debt. We have challenged every church to

give $900 over and above what you would give this year.

The goal is to be out of debt by the end of this year so that

we may begin making plans to upgrade the kitchen and

dining room. Let us hear from you!

Cragmont Assembly, Inc.

1233 North Fork Road

Black Mountain, NC 28711

1 (877) 669-7677

cragmont@charter.net

Cragmont Opportunities

• I am asked: "how can I help Cragmont?" My answer is always

"use the facilities at Cragmont." When rooms are vacant I

have to make more appeals for gifts to make up for the loss of

generated revenue. So pay us a visit.

• "Cragmont Club Members" are needed. The Cragmont Club

started in 1980 to generate a regular cash flow. Become a

member for $180. Your family will receive 3 nights lodging at

no extra cost. Meals are not included.

• Winter is not far from us. If your church is looking to have a

winter retreat for your youth consider coming to Cragmont.

We are just a one-hour drive from two ski resorts.

• Remember: spending a week or weekend at Cragmont can

benefit your entire family.

• Club weekends: Oct. 14-17 &. 21-24

• Weekday Club: Oct. 24-27 or 25-28

• "A Cragmont Christmas"—December 2-5

• Christmas with John 8t Arlinda— Dec. 22-29. Come any part of

that week or all. Bring the whole family. There will be a special

Christmas meal on Christmas Day. No Cost!!

• The John &. Arlinda Williams Endowment established last year

now has grown to $32,250. The gifts made to this endowment
remain on interest generating funds that are used for general

operations. The beauty of the endowment is that these gifts

keep on giving even after our death.

• Pastor/Deacon weekend in March. Speaker: H. Mac Wallace.

• Thanksgiving 2010: Cragmont will be open and ready to host

you or your group.

otnacomitity ^atvica
Little Creek OFWB Church, Ayden, NC (Scuffleton) will observe its annual homecoming service Sunday, October

3, 2010. Worship service is at 11 a.m. Our pastor, the Rev. Philip Wood, will deliver the morning message. Sunday

School is at 10 a.m. Nursery will be provided. Lunch will be served at 12 noon. Little Creek Church has a lot of history,

as it was organized in the early 1700s. Everyone is invited to worship and have lunch with us.

For further information, Call Hagar Jackson, (252) 746-6306 or (252) 531-2556.
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CONVENTION NEWS

The "Century of Grace—100th Anniversary Campaign" is off to a great start. This is a great way for your church to

come on board as a partner in ministry with your Headquarters. The Office of Convention Services is your source

for information and services within the Original Free Will Baptist Denomination. Your generous gift during this

crucial time will go a long way toward stabilizing current programs and beginning new opportunities of service

to you. Join us in laying a solid financial foundation for the future work of your Headquarters.

Celebrating 100 Years ofMinistry

"A Century ofGrace"
A $100,000Journey to your

OFWB Conventions 100th Annual Session

May 22-24, 2012

Understanding the importance of our Denominational Headquarters, I wish to become a Partner in the

10ffh Anniversary Campaign
and do hereby pledge the total of $500 to our

Original Free Will Baptist Headquarters payable as indicated:

(Check One)

Amount in full or One Time Gift of $

Annual gifts of $250 payable on

$25 monthly beginning

$10 weekly beginning

$5 weekly (71 <t a day) beginning

Other (describe)

Upon receipt ofyourfirst gift, you will be sent monthly reminders

that will include a complete summary ofyour contributions.

Name:

Mailing Address:

e-mail Address: _

Phone Number:

Please Make Gifts Payable to:

OFWB Headquarters • P.O. Box 39 • Ayden, NC 28513
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YOUTH CONVENTION

MOSES
2011 BIBLE BOWL STUDY GUIDE

Israel's Bondage

Pharaoh's Great Sin

Birth of Moses

Moses Kills an Egyptian and flees to Midian

The Burning Bush

God Equips Moses Leadership

Moses Returns to Egypt

Moses and Aaron before Pharaoh

The Covenant Renewed with Moses

Moses before Pharaoh with Rod

The First Plague (water turned to blood)

Plague of Frogs, Lice and Flies

Plagues of Murrain, Boils, and Hail

Plaques of Locust and Darkness

Death of Firstborn Threatened

Passover Instituted

Death of Firstborn

Pharaoh Send Israelites Away
Pillar of Cloud of Fire

Passage of the Red Sea

Pharaoh and His Army Drowns

Bitter Water Made Sweet

Manna Provided for Israel

Water from a Rock

Battle with Amalek

Jethro (Moses' Father in Law)

Mount Sinai

Ten Commandments
Blood of the Covenant

Offerings for the Tabernacle

The Ark of the Covenant

The Table

The Candlestick

The Tabernacle

The Golden Calf

God's Anger and Moses pleads for His People

Moses puts Final Touches on Tabernacle

The Glory of the Lord

Silver Trumpets

The Departure from Sinai

The Budding of Aaron's Rod

Moses' Great Sin

The Appointment of Joshua

Teaching the Law of Moses

God's Charge to Joshua and Moses

The Law of Moses is Added to the Ark

Death of Moses

Exodus 1:1-14

Exodus 1:15-22

Exodus 2:1-10

Exodus 2:11-25

Exodus 3:1-22

Exodus 4:1-17

Exodus 4:18-23

Exodus 5:1-19

Exodus 5:22-6:13

Exodus 7:1-13

Exodus 7:14-25

Exodus 8:1-32

Exodus 9:1-35

Exodus 10:1-20

Exodus 11:1-10

Exodus 12:1-28

Exodus 12:29-30

Exodus 12:31-42

Exodus 13:17-22

Exodus 14:1-25

Exodus 14:26-31

Exodus 15:22-27

Exodus 16:1-36

Exodus 17:1-7

Exodus 17:8-16

Exodus 18:1-7

Exodus 19:1-25

Exodus 20:1-20

Exodus 24:1-18

Exodus 25:1-8

Exodus 25:10-22

Exodus 25:23-30

Exodus 25:31-40

Exodus 26:1-6, 30-37

Exodus 32:1-35

Exodus 33:1-23

Exodus 40:17-33

Exodus 40:34-38

Numbers 10:1-10

Numbers 10:11-13, 29-36

Numbers 17:1-13

Numbers 20:2-13

Deuteronomy 31:1-8

Deuteronomy 31:9-13

Deuteronomy 31:14-23

Deuteronomy 31:24-29

Deuteronomy 34:1-12

AFC and YFA
Memory Verses

Exodus 2:23-24

Exodus 7:17

Exodus 12:29

Exodus 14:13

Exodus 15:2

Leviticus 19:2

Leviticus 20:24

Numbers 20:12

Deuteronomy 1:8

Deuteronomy 4:29

Deuteronomy 5:1

Deuteronomy 5:32

Deuteronomy 11:1

Deuteronomy 29:9

Cherub
Memory Verses

Exodus 3:5

Exodus 7:3

Exodus 14:22

Exodus 20:3

Exodus 40:34

Deuteronomy 34:10
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Significance in Christ as a Young Adult

with Wyatt Harvey

"God doesn't just call the qualified.

God calls, and the willing answer;

then God qualifies them."— Mr. Alex

McCarter

This quote is from a dear friend of mine.

I feel very confident in his wisdom. The

ongoing course of A Sling and a Stone

has been to look at our Significance in

Christ as young adults, and this quote

goes hand-in-hand with a lot of what

we have been saying. Age and training

are never factors in which people will be

chosen by God to do a work. God has a

plan for every single person in the world,

tasks for each to rise up and accomplish.

The only factor is when and if we will

answer that call.

Moses is a superb example. All through

the book of Exodus, we see his early life

explained. His answering the call of God
had nothing to do with the right age or

having a previous state of education or

qualification. Moses was a Hebrew boy

born in years when the young Hebrew

males were being killed. God allowed him

to survive; it was part of a plan for his life.

He was taken by an Egyptian woman, a

daughter of Pharaoh, and brought up as

an Egyptian.

Later, seeing the plight of his natural

people, the Hebrew children, he killed an

Egyptian and ended up running for his life

and taking a place in exile. Moses went

from high royalty to obscurity. Moses was
hardly looking like the super heroic figure

we find later in the Bible.

Then, when he was tending a flock,

God called out to him. Notice, there

in Exodus 3:4, it never said, "Now that

Moses was 50 years old," nor did it say

"Once Moses had completed seven years

of ministry training and missions work."

No. God decided to use Moses where he

was, tending a flock, at the time that God
chose, according to divine plan.

When God told Moses it would be he

who brought news of the Hebrew freedom

to the land, Moses, too, responded with

much the same preconceived hesitation

that we find today. "Who am I, that I

would do these things?" He wanted to

know. Maybe he should have said, "But,

I am not old enough," or "My education

is not complete." The fact of the matter is

that it mattered not what Moses said.

I love how God answered. Moses

had said, "Who am I that I should go

to Pharaoh, and that I should bring the

children of Israel out of Egypt?" (Exodus

3:11). In verse 12, God doesn't even

address who Moses is or is not. God
says, "I will certainly be with you." Moses
could have been 20 or 120 years old. He
could have been brilliant or as dumb as

a stick. The truth was that it was God's

timing, and all Moses had to do was be

willing, faithful, and act in obedience.

God's plan included Moses and would

be successful not because of who Moses
was, but because of who God is.

It was true in the beginnings of time.

It is true now. It will always be true. God
is never changing. God is the same
yesterday, today, and forever. I have

heard people, even ministers of the

Gospel, say things like, "Oh, you know,

times change." Yes, they do.

God does not.

Our goal should be to have patience

and wait upon God's timing. Then, the

goal should be to act upon God's plans

without hesitation. Patience to know that

God is in control and is doing what is

necessary, and that once a call is upon

us, we must act then, and not put it off

for our own understanding, wisdom, or

timing.

The time to act for God is now. It

is always time to serve God. Make
yourselves available to Jesus Christ now.

Right now. Act for Jesus. Work for Jesus.

Live for Jesus. Jesus will put you in the

places you need to inhabit, in the timing

it should happen. Just be willing and

obedient. Be faithful. God is calling the

willing; answer God and He will qualify

you.

I have it on good authority that this is

so. Not just because my good friend Alex

McCarter thinks so. The Bible holds story

after story about this very fact.

My own story is similar.

You see, I spent a lot of years writing

fiction and perspective and all sorts of

literary work, never showing it to anyone

and never sending it out. "I wasn't ready,"

I told myself. "The work wasn't where it

needed to be, the skill wasn't there, the

stories weren't complete." That wasn't

God saying those things. That was all

me. Putting off the things God had given

to me to use for the Kingdom of Christ.

God was ready to use me and my gifts,

at whatever age and whatever place in

life, if I would just be faithful.

It wasn't until I gave Jesus Christ

full control of my life, and I decided to

answer God's calling on me, that I began

to make my writing available to the world.

Now, the writing serves Jesus, the way I

should have been allowing it all along. It

could have come a lot earlier, but at least

I have allowed it now. I have published a

novel and I do this column each month. I

am working with a publisher to republish

my first book, then the sequel, and I am
working on having a publisher review a

teen devotional work.

Like Moses, I started out asking, "Who
am I to do this?" But, what I should have

been thinking was, "God will certainly be

with me." Make certain that you follow

the later example of Moses, and take the

call. You will never regret it, and the work

for God you can accomplish will amaze

you.

I have only recently found out those

things, myself.
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The James W. and Sara Storey Batten Endowment
BY DR. W. BURKETTE RAPER
The Batten Endowment is a fitting memorial for two

prominent Original Free Will Baptist educators: the late Dr.

James William Batten and his wife of 59 years, Sara Storey

Batten. Both were long-time members of the Micro Church

where Dr. Batten taught the Men's Bible Class for decades.

Mr. and Mrs. Donnie E. Lassiter of Selma, long-

time neighbors and close friends of the Battens, have

established a permanent endowment in memory of Dr.

and Mrs. Batten. Initially funded with a gift in the amount
of $20,000, the Endowment will provide annual income

for the advancement and support of the North Carolina

Foundation for Christian Ministries, an affiliated ministry

of the Convention of Original Free Will Baptists.

Dr. Batten
Dr. Batten began his public school education in Micro in

1925 and graduated from high school in the same building

in 1936. Four years later he received his Bachelor of Arts

degree from the University of North Carolina (Chapel Hill)

and began his life-long teaching career.

His career began at Glendale High School in Johnston

County, where he met Sara Storey, who had also begun her

teaching career at Glendale. There is a story that when the

principal announced the appointment of Mr. Batten to a

dinner meeting at the teacherage, he added: "I have hired

Miss Storey a husband today." These were the years of

World War II, however, and with Mr. Batten on active duty

with the U. S. Navy, the marriage had to wait until 1945.

His years in the Navy (1941-1946) were indeed active.

In November 1942, as a member of the Amphibious

Operation, he was among the first group to land in North

Africa and to occupy Morocco. Following North Africa, he

saw action in the Pacific from Alaska to New Guinea and

Japan. Discharged with the rank of Lieutenant Commander,
he continued to serve more than 20 years in the Naval

Reserve.

After the war, Dr. Batten returned to teaching, first at

Wilmington College (now University of North Carolina at

Wilmington), followed by Princeton High School and later

at his hometown school, Micro, where he served as principal

for eight years (1950-1958).

A Personal Word
It was during Dr. Batten's principalship at Micro High

School that I formed a personal relationship with him
that lasted half a century. In the spring of 1954, I was on

a committee to formulate a curriculum for Mount Olive

College, which was scheduled to begin operation in the

fall. At that time, however, I had no idea that within a few

months I would be elected to serve as president of the

College. To this day, I vividly remember our committee

going to Micro to consult with Dr. Batten, who advised us on

the educational value of the liberal arts. The curriculum he

outlined became the foundation for the academic program

of the College.

While still at Micro High School, he also assisted me in

the search for people who could help establish a financial

foundation for the College. Among those to whom he

introduced me, became donors whose combined gifts for

endowments now total well in excess of a half million

dollars.

In 1958, he was awarded a teaching fellowship at the

University of North Carolina (Chapel Hill). In addition to

his graduate studies, he became a narrator at the Morehead

Planetarium and was selected by NASA to train the original

Mercury astronauts for manned space flight.

I will never forget my visit with him in Chapel Hill in

1960 as he neared the completion of his doctoral studies. My
only regret was that I was not able to bring him to Mount
Olive College as our dean. He had many options, but said

he had narrowed them down-to two: Mount Olive and East

Carolina. At that time Mount Olive was a two-year college,

and Dr. Batten said his first love was teacher education.

And what a difference he made at East Carolina, what a

difference he made in our state, and what a difference he

made in the lives of his students.

Dr. Batten's contribution to education was not just

academic, but in the moral and spiritual values for which

he stood.
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During my 40 years as president of Mount Olive

College, he was our most frequently invited speaker: at

commencements, convocations, founder's day and other

special occasions.

At East Carolina University, Dr. Batten served with

distinction for 40 years as professor of teacher education.

During these years, he published 17 books on educational

research, space science, and soil science, and was recognized

nationally for his contribution to education and space

science technology.

Sara Storey Batten
A native of Murfreesboro, North Carolina, Mrs. Batten

was an educator in her own rights. While her husband was
pursuing his doctor's degree at University of North Carolina

at Chapel Hill, she enrolled in graduate school and earned

her Masters in Library Science. When the Battens moved to

East Carolina University, she did extensive research on the

books her husband published, and also served for 25 years

on the library staff.

Her Johnston County neighbor and life-long friend,

Donnie Lassiter described her as "The epitome of a Southern

charming lady that never spoke ill of anyone. She was loved

by all who knew her and always admired for her intellect

and quiet, gentle nature."

Because of the close and meaningful relationship the

Batten and Lassiter families enjoyed for so many years, it

was only natural that Mr. and Mrs. Lassiter would name
their daughter "Sara."

The Batten Endowment: Open to Friends and Former Students
Through North Carolina Foundation for Christian Ministries, the Batten Endowment will provide perpetual

support for educational and humanitarian purposes. Friends and former students who would like to make gifts

to the Endowment in memory of Dr. and Mrs. Batten are invited to make checks payable to: NC Foundation for

Christian Ministries, 619 West Main Street, Mount Olive, NC 28365. Gifts to the Foundation are tax-deductible under IRS

Code Section 501(c)(3).

A Covenant of Friendship
How do you say "Thank you" to someone whose

friendship has made an extraordinary difference in your

life? For Don and Linda Lassiter of Selma, NC (pictured

at right), the answer was to establish an endowed fund

in their memory: The James W. and Sara Storey Batten

Endowment.
The Battens and Lassiters were neighbors and friends

who shared farming and educational interest. The Battens

regarded Mr. Lassiter as their "son," and the children of Mr.

and Mrs. Lassiter—SaraandTrent-—as their "grandchildren."

The Batten Endowment is an expression of gratitude by the

Lassiter Family for the life-long friendship they enjoyed

with Dr. and Mrs. Batten.

CHURCH & MINISTRY POSITIONS AVAILABLE

O Little Rock Church is seeking a part-time Music Minister.

Contact: Yvonne Hedgepeth, Chair of Personnel Committee, at (252) 239-0979 or e-mail <yvonneh@
embarqmail.com> or Mary Katherine Rowe at (252) 239-1453 or e-mail <mrowe@wilson-co.com>.

^> The Rev. Jonathan L. Best is available for fill-in ministry. The Rev. Best is a Mount Olive College graduate and is

currently finishing his M.Div. at Campbell Divinity School. He is reliable, dependable, and experienced with fill-in

ministry. He can be contacted at (910) 514-321 1 or at <jonathanlbest@hotmail.com>.
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WOMAN'S AUXILIARY

Cornerstone Retreat
August 1-6, 2010

BY GWEN KENNEDY
"But let all those that put their trust in thee rejoice: let them ever

shoutfor joy, because thou defendest them: let them also that love

thy name be joyful in thee" (Psalm 5:11).

Have you heard a woman from your church recently

humming the "Cragmont Song"? Quite possibly, she was
one of the 61 women, ages ranging from early 20s to 98,

who attended the Cornerstone Retreat at Cragmont.

With warm smiles and gracious hospitality, director,

May Pittman, and registrar, Joan Little, made everyone

feel welcomed. It was a joy to relax and know that every

detail had been taken care of: rooms, meals, travel, and the

schedule. Kristie Bailey, with encouraging and uplifting

directions, led the music for each morning and evening's

"Sing unto the Lord" worship time. JoAnn Parrish

delighted our ears and hearts with her gift of music at the

piano. The Cragmont staff, under the direction of the Rev.

John and Arlinda Williams, prepared meals and made sure

our accommodations were comfortable and accessible. All

that was required of the women attending the retreat was
to soak in the sweet presence of the Holy Spirit and rejoice

in spending a week on the mountain with God and other

Christian women.
With joy, laughter, tears, and conviction, guest speakers

from Merry Hearts Ministries, Teresa Allen and Nicki

Williams, presented daily morning devotions and Bible

study. The topic was "Joy for the Journey: Making a Choice

to Rejoice." Using what the Bible has to say about joy, they

shared how we can have joy, things that steal our joy, how to

renew our joy, and how to share our joy. Through personal

testimonies and music, they also taught about joy through

our journey with Jesus and the choice to have joy or not.

Monday through Wednesday afternoons during "free

time" some women went shopping, some gathered in the

chapel for music and sharing, and some spent time resting

and relaxing. Thursday the women gathered for prayer

for the needs of others. Later Thursday afternoon they

participated in "fun time." Eula Mae Etheleen Ledbetter

(everybody's favorite preacher's wife) from Merry Hearts

Ministries popped in for a visit, too.

There were three guest speakers for the evenings. On
Monday night John Williams, manager of Cragmont

Assembly, challenged us to consider: the impression we
leave over time, our financial support of Cragmont, and

how our support leaves an impression on hundreds of lives

each year. Becky Jo Sumner lead a Bible study, "Packing the

Baskets," on Tuesday and Wednesday evenings. She taught

about various examples of baskets in the Bible and how
they symbolize events in our life with Jesus Christ.

On Thursday night the Rev. Harold Jones, Executive

Director of the Board of Foreign Missions, presented a

message entitled, "The Joy of the Cross." He spoke about

how Jesus saw joy beyond the cross so we might live on the

joy side of the cross. We look back to the cross for our

continued on next page
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Blended Fellowship
A vision moved into an old warehouse that had manufactured

many different needs over the years. The vision now has

become Blended Fellowship and a place where those whom
were once lost in the wilderness became found.

As repairs are met one after another, it has brought this

congregation together under the roof of Christ. The ongoing

needs, that have been answered one at a time, has given

this old warehouse a new look, a must come and see! The

old airplane that sits in front seems to say all by itself "This

church has taken flight."

The congregation is blended of deaf and hearing and yet I

witness the joining of even more for our church. The desires

to spread God's Living Word is set into the hearts of those

who attend. The praising of the children in this family of

Christ has become remarkable, and to the world around this

old building there is the witness of God's Love.

The vision, once a small and silent thought, has now become

a safe haven and a home for many like me. Once hidden in

the mist of nowhere, this place has become a jewel, a pure

radiant light of God's sight. This place of silence is brought

to words and indeed has great need in our community, to

our children, and to our lives. It welcomes those who need a

place to call home or those who need a family, for even those

who can't speak or hear, to draw near to God's Word, for it is

His Living Will to instill the Gospel into all this world!

One prayer that has yet to become reality on this ground is

a Christian school for our deaf community. And as of now

it too is only a dream, but just like this church has become

a reality in its fate I know God's favor is amongst us on this

land that all that is touched shall become prosperous for

God.

Please join us in this dream called Blended Fellowship.

By Robin Smith

{a loving member ofBlended Fellowship)

Away from the hills which bear your strength

into a valley sown deep.

Gravity's grip surrenders to vapor

upon the mountain steep.

Crystals of frost invade the night

reclaiming nature's mystery.

Treasures of the heart

orbit the course of future's history.

— Scotty McCoy

—

Western District Woman's Auxiliary

Fall Convention
Selma OFWB Church, Selma, NC

Wednesday, October 6, 2010

Theme: Caring for Others

Registration at 9:00 a.m.

Convention starts at 9:30 a.m.

Worship Speaker: The Rev. Ronnie Taylor

A special offering will be taken for

Retirement Homes Ministry

continued from previous page

joy. Jesus looked forward to the joy He knew was beyond
the cross, the joy unspeakable for everyone who believes in

Him. He furthered stated our task should be to bring Jesus

joy everyday.

During the week, several questions were presented. What
brings you joy? What robs you of your joy? What will your
legacy be? Where is your focus—on self or others? What
are you supposed to be filled with to give out to others?

Do you have words of faith or words of "why me" in

times of trouble? If you were on trial for being a Christian

could enough evidence be collected from your home, your

neighborhood, and your church to convict you? Are you

carrying the Gospel to people who are different from you?

What will happen when you go down from the mountain

this week?

Cornerstone 2010 inspired the women to fill their

"baskets" with joy. It also challenged each woman to share

from her "basket of joy" as the Cornerstone Choir sang on

Thursday evening, "Go Light Your World."
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COMMUNITY CONNECTION

Marlboro Church VBS
BY TAMMY HARRISON, CO-DIRECTOR OF VBS
On Sunday afternoon July 18, 2010, a group gathered

at Marlboro Church to transform our sanctuary into the

sands and pyramids of Egypt in preparation for a week of

fun and exciting Vacation Bible School. The sanctuary walls

were hung with backdrops of blue skies and sandy desert

scenes with the Nile River flowing freely. Camels were put

in place along with a beautiful, ornate sarcophagus. The
scene was completed with the placement of a God Sightings

pyramid that would be completed with God-sighting

stones throughout the week as students discovered the

presence of God in everything they experienced.

After the sanctuary was completed, we turned our

attention to the Fellowship Wing that was turned into an

Egyptian Marketplace for the week's adventures. We had

a linen shop, a salon, a hieroglyphic shop, an artist shop,

and a jewelry shop. Pop-up party tents were set up in the

Fellowship Wing to create the marketplace. Each of the

tents were decorated with little twinkle lights in the tops

to make for a festive time at night. Colorful fabrics, plants,

and ferns were added to complete the atmosphere. The

linen shop was given special responsibilities for the week.

It was inside the linen shop where our mission project for

the week would take place.

A highlight of the afternoon's preparation was a special

guided prayer service for all of the VBS Staff and anyone

who wanted to join us for special time of prayer. Soft

instrumental music appropriate for the occasion played

softly in the background as prayers were lifted for the

VBS, the students, the Farmville community, the church,

and the VBS directors, Tammy & Jeff Harrison. We left

Sunday evening ready for Monday night knowing that

God would be with us in our journey just as he was with

Joseph when he went from the prison to the palace.

Our VBS was held Monday night July 19 through Friday

night, July 25. On Monday evening at 6:30 p.m. children

started pouring into the assembly area. What a sight to

see. The adults were coming in, also. Our theme for the

week was based on Group's Publishing VBS program,

Joseph's Journey from Prison to Palace. Each night the

children and the adults would meet Joseph (Randy

Blalock) who would tell them about the Bible Point and

story for that night. Monday night, Joseph was actually

in a prison complete with iron bars. Joseph shared from

his prison cell that "God gives us hope." Tuesday through

Friday nights, Joseph spoke from the beautiful, ornate

palace. From the palace, Joseph shared with the students

on Tuesday evening that "God gives us special abilities."

On Wednesday evening, Joseph spoke about how "God
gives us wisdom." On Thursday evening, Joseph shared

that "God gives us forgiveness" and on Friday evening,

our last night with Joseph, he made us aware that "God
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L to R: Jeff Harrison, VBS Co-Director, presents quilts to Bill

Armitage, representative of Harvest Connection.

Joseph (Randy Blalock) shares a Bible Story with VBS students.

Commencement.



gives us a family." The children loved hearing these Bible

points and stories from Joseph and Ramses (Ken Ross). They

listened intently as he related the Bible point and the Bible

verses to them. The adults even wanted to listen to Joseph's

stories from the prison and the palace, so they joined in and

enjoyed the interaction with Joseph and Ramses.

The marketplace was the place where our crafts and

refreshments took place. Thanks to all our craft and

refreshment staff for an outstanding job. The marketplace

was just like any other marketplace you might wander into.

There was always a lot of chaos going on. We had large

groups of children in each class so there was always a lot

going on in the marketplace. As they would finish their crafts

(Egyptian jeweled collar necklaces, Hieroglyphic necklaces,

jeweled headbands, memory maker boxes, and painting

filigree crosses) they could go over to the salon where Dawn
Everette was constantly busy putting on eye makeup and

drawing little beards on the boys if they wanted. All the little

girls loved getting the "Egyptian eye look" and at first the

boys did not want makeup but they soon realized that it was

fun to get the makeup done after our very own Jimmy Lewis

(choir director) had his done. Dawn stayed busy each night

applying makeup and most nights just about every child had

some type of makeup on before they left—even some of the

2-4 year olds! A highlighted feature of the marketplace was
our "Nibbles on the Nile," an open-air cafe which provided

us with some fantastic refreshments. Nibbles on the Nile

was directed by Janice Hinson, Jeanean Mitchell, and Lisa

Dwyer. We had lots of fruit, frozen yogurt pops, fruit tarts,

and fruit drinks.

One of the things mentioned above was our God sightings

pyramid. Each night the classrooms were given pieces of

paper that looked like stones. They wrote on them things

they had seen that day that had reminded them of God. We
put those pieces of paper on our pyramid in the sanctuary.

By the end of the week for the night of commencement we
had filled our pyramid all the way to the top. We had things

listed like: rain, thunder, lightening, bumblebees, a baby,

mother, father, teacher, children singing at VBS, a teenager

helping an elderly person, and sunshine. These were just a

few of the things that our children and adults listed that they

saw as part of the things that God put in their sight. What
an awesome thing to see! Imagine something as simple as a

bumblebee can be seen by someone as a God sighting!!!

For the past two years we have included a mission project

in our week of VBS. Our mission project this year was to share

the warmth of God's love. We made 42 handmade, lap-sized

quilts. We started this project back in January and February

putting the quilt tops together. We worked on Saturday's

cutting material and sewing the quilt tops together. During

the week of VBS, all that had to be done was that they had

to be "tacked" (which is the knots sewn in the corners of the

squares). This project was worked on during the week by

our adult class in the linen shop.

On Sunday night, July 25, we had our VBS Commencement.
We presented our program with Joseph and Ramses telling

their Bible points and stories from the week. We had music

from each class. Our commencement closed with a very

special presentation. At the appropriate time, our adult

VBS class entered the sanctuary carrying the beautiful,

handcrafted quilts that had been completed. As the quilts

were placed on the altar area, our deacons and our pastor,

the Rev. Ronnie Mohn, came forward to have a very special

prayer to ask God to bless these quilts, as they would be

shared with others in a time of need. Following the dedication

and blessing of the 42 quilts, they were presented to Mr. Bill

Armitage, a representative from the Harvest Connection

Ministry. We chose the Harvest Connection Ministry to

share the quilts with because of their ministry with disaster

relief. After our Commencement service was concluded,

everyone was invited to the marketplace for hot dog supper

and homemade ice cream social.

VBS is truly a time of God's work and ministry. We had a

GREAT time this year and everyone—young and old alike

—

had a wonderful time. Our average attendance was 105. Our
largest attendance night was Wednesday evening with 118.

God truly blessed us!

Friendship OFWB Church
located at Friendship Church Road, Middlesex, NC

will have its annual Homecoming on Sunday, October 24, 2010

The Reverend Bobby Taylor will be the guest speaker.

Sunday School begins at 9:45 a.m. with worship at 1 1 a.m.

Lunch will follow in the fellowship building.

Come join us in worship, praise, and fellowship.



Smyrna News
Pictured left to right are: the Rev. Richard

Whitman, pastor of Smyrna Church (Cape Fear

Conference), LaRuth Lee, and Jake Lee following a

deacon dedication on Sunday, July 18.

Pastor Whitman is presenting to Mr. Lee a

certificate of deaconship as a new member of the

church deacon board.

Sandy Plain News
Sandy Plain Church concluded Sunday morning

services in August with a prayer of commitment for the

beginning of their new sanctuary building. Pastor David

Smith led in prayer, along with the deacon board and
building committee, as the congregation encircled the

building site for the new sanctuary. This will truly be a

task requiring prayer, hard work, and perseverance; but

one that we look forward to—trusting God to lead the

way. To God be the glory!

Tea at Lanwood Chapel
On Saturday July 31, 2010 the woman's auxiliary at

Lanwood Chapel Church in Smithfield, NC had a "dress

up" tea party in the church fellowship hall. Dressed in

hats and adorned with feathers and lace, the ladies began

with prayer by Mrs. Lois Peterson. The title of the message,

"Celebrate the Seasons of a Woman's Life," was given by

the pastor's wife and president of the auxiliary, Mrs. Arlene

Petit. A woman's winter is transition, grieving, upheaval,

and change. Her spring is joy, dreaming, forgiveness, and

new beginnings. Her summer is balance and self-confidence.

Her autumn is giving, sharing, and contributing. In all her

seasons, a woman searches for meaning in her life. She needs

God to be her Comforter, her Ally, and her Encourager.

God can use us in all our seasons. The Scripture used was
Proverbs 31:30 and Philippians 4:13,19. Many varieties of

tea, coffee, and refreshments were served by the daughters

and granddaughters of Mrs. Joyce Tucker. There were games

with prizes being awarded and each lady received a prayer

rock. Everyone expressed their enjoyment and desire to

make this an annual event.
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Allen B. Bryan
The Rev. Allen B. Bryan, a retired Free Will Baptist

minister, passed from this earthly life on Sunday, August

29, 2010 at Martin General Hospital.

A memorial service was conducted at the First Baptist

Church, Robersonville, NC where the Rev. Bryan had

attended for the past four years, on Tuesday, August 31 . Dr.

W. Burkette Raper and Dr. James O. Hagwood conducted

the service. A graveside service was held at Oak Grove

Free Will Baptist Church Cemetery, Bladenboro, NC, on

Wednesday, September 1, with Dick Hester, nephew of

the Rev. Bryan, and the Rev. Larry Greenwood, pastor of

Oak Grove conducting the service.

The Pallbearers were grandsons Jonathan Bryan, Andy Bryan, and Bryan Cochran, and

nephews G. C. Bryan, Grady Dowless, and Freddie Edwards.

The Rev. Bryan, born in 1920 in Bladenboro, NC, was the son of the late Henry and

Georgia Bryan. He attended Free Will Baptist Bible College in Nashville, TN, and was
ordained to preach the Gospel in 1945. He gave all of his adult life to the Free Will

Baptist denomination, serving as pastor at more than 15 churches in eastern NC during

his 65 years of active ministry. The Rev. Bryan was active in numerous denominational

organizations, helping to establish Free Will Baptist mission churches in Arizona while

he was Director of the Free Will Baptist Foreign Mission Board. He had made his home in

Robersonville for the past 4 years.

The Rev. Bryan is survived by Edgar & Carolyn Bryan of Washington, NC; Howard
Bryan & Mary Bryan of Statesville, NC; Jo Ann & Randy Banks of Annapolis, MD; Peggy

& Al Cochran of Robersonville, NC; Ben & Wanda Bryan of Statesville, NC; and stepson

Gene Reich, of Goldsboro, NC. Grandchildren and their spouses are Jonathan Bryan,

Cindy & Tony Huffman, Kathy Stevenson, Andy Bryan & fiancee Amber Johnson, Anna &
Griffin North, Sarah & Brandon Johnson, Bryan & Sandy Cochran, Emily Bryan, Lindsey

Bryan, and Rachel Bryan. The Rev. Bryan is also survived by 3 great grandchildren and a

sister, Ethel Lee Dowless Guyton of Bladenboro, NC. Preceding him in death were wives

Ann Hester Bryan Louise Reich Bryan.

The family requests that memorials be made to the Mount Olive College Bryan-Hester

Memorial Endowed Fund, 634 Henderson St., Mount Olive, NC 28365.

Condolences may be made at <edward.casper@sci-us.com>.
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For Invisible Women Everywhere
by Virginia Bridgeporte

*For book orders, contact Sheila Benson, MOC Press Administrative Assistant, at <sbenson@moc.edu> or by phone (252) 286-6851.

The cost of each book set (4 books per set) is $40. Titles not sold separately.

Pepper Worthington, The Invisible Woman:
The Dilemma. Mount Olive: Mount Olive

College Press, 2010. 220 pages. $10.

The rhythm of life has a dramatic conflict in the novel, The

Invisible Woman: The Dilemma. Author Pepper Worthington gives

us the fictional Potts's family at a moment of high tension when
a sister dares to sue her brother. Conflict over the value of stock

in family corporations rages, because the sister, Kate Hardison,

believes her elder brother, John Regis Potts, Jr., has devalued

Kate's worth— a monetary fact as well as a metaphorical image.

The more Kate feels devalued, the more invisible she becomes.

Both her stocks and her place in the Potts Foundation point to

her devaluation.

This first book in the novel series of four gives us a piecemeal

view of members of the Potts's family in crisis. They live in a small

town, Queensboro, in Greene County, North Carolina. We see John

Regis Potts, Jr. throw his sister Kate out of the real-estate office

in Potts Professional Building. We meet Judith Buckholz, a friend

of Kate's mother, Esther. Buckholz is a Dachau camp survivor. We
experience the death of Esther Potts as well as the patriarch, John

Regis Potts, Sr. We meet John Potts, Jr.'s wife, Georgiana, who
manages much in the family. We meet Kate's sixth husband, David

Jacob Cooper, who becomes the staunch defender of his wife.

Kate's son, Newton, becomes the catalyst to a lawsuit.

Pepper Worthington's use of dreams, similes, and metaphors

gives to the novel a deeper level of consciousness, as if inviting

the subconscious dimension to come into full play. Patriarch Regis

dreams of the death of his railroad father while John, son of Regis,

dreams of fighting peasants from his castle turret. Kate dreams of

walking a dark street where her mother stands at the end calling

her, "Come home! Come home!" (p. 69). Kate's son, Newton,

dreams of landing inside an iron box on a wheel with a piece of

cheese hanging from a rope. Kate's husband, David, dreams of

playing a giant Monopoly game.

The novel, The Invisible Woman: The Dilemma, introduces the

metaphor of autocratic power in some historical context of Hitler,

Stalin, and Pol Pot, reminding readers of the urgency of freedom.

The metaphor of the invisibility of women in the South links to

Esther's squirrel named NOTHING. Devalued stocks also serve

as a metaphor for devalued life. The changed lock to the Potts

Professional Building reflects the metaphor of being locked out

of the family.

Literary allusions give to the novel an added dimension of

consciousness from references to the house of Atreus to the house

of Usher, both allusions to families with a dark crack or problem.

Reading Goethe's Faust is juxtaposed to selling a house while the

will of a patriarch in the South is compared to the will of the Greek

Creon and British Lear.
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Similes heighten the level of consciousness in the novel, also.

Esther on her deathbed is "like a cornered vixen surrounded by

hunters" (p. 57) while Kate shifts a "conversation like a bulldozer"

(p. 90), only later to have fear sit on her "heart like a weight" (p.

172). Georgiana waits in a hospital hall" like the FBI" (p. 193),

while John spins a "net of deceit" (p. 208) which pushes Kate into

a dilemma. Should she bring a lawsuit against her brother?

At the end of the first novel, The Invisible Woman: The Dilemma,

we do not know if Kate is going to pursue a lawsuit. Many voices

have points of view in this process novel. The author defines the

series of four novels as a process novel where "the characters and

their landscape come alive through the process of putting together

pieces of the puzzle until we have a full glimpse of the family

photograph within the context of the larger historical background"

(p. 5). In reading a process novel, the author stresses that "the

mind moves irregularly from vivid scenes to interior points of view,

from haunting dreams to clarified experiences" (pp. 5-6). As such,

readers experience "the storm and stress" (p. 7) of experience.

Pepper Worthington. The Invisible Woman:
The Lawsuit. Mount Olive: Mount Olive

College Press, 2010. 197 pages. $10.

Pepper Worthington's second novel in the series of four draws

us into the American legal process of filed complaints, motions

to dismiss, fair market value issues, negotiation procedures,

videotaped depositions, forms of the durable power of attorney,

expert witnesses, maneuverings outside meetings of the Board

of Directors, debates about non-profit foundation bylaws, and

fiduciary duties. To read The Invisible Woman: The Lawsuit is to

experience something of the American legal system in process.

This second novel also includes a series of dreams, giving

readers a chance to glimpse the subconscious ramblings of

central characters. John Regis Potts, Jr. dreams of becoming

Queensboro's Citizen of the Year while his sister, Kate, dreams

of being in a gigantic wheat field that leads to a red brick wall.

Kate's son, Newton, dreams of being on a plane with a group of

entrepreneurs while John's wife, Georgiana, dreams of meeting

the Queen of England.

Pepper Worthington uses metaphors, similes, and images to

heighten the level of consciousness in the debate of goingto court

or not going to court. The metaphors of garbage as the "flakes of

debris" (p. 69) from family failures links to the demolishment of

the beach cottage as an act of family destruction. The metaphor

of home pervades the novel, the search for home an unreconciled

longing. A spider spinning a web under a beach pier emerges as a

metaphor of a net to trap prey, Kate being the prey. Puccini's opera,

Tosca, becomes a metaphor of echoes with Kate's mother, Esther,

choosing to die rather than to live as needy. Devalued



stock becomes a metaphor for a devalued life just as medieval

impermanence reflects the "skeleton's mocking face" (p. 86).

Similes emerge as a method to heighten consciousness. Words

of anger explode "like wild gusts of wind" (p. 38) just as greed can

swoop "down like a vulture" (p. 88). A judge may speak "back and

forth like a tennis ball" (p. 173) just as lawyers sit with their "backs

straight as a newly minted hundred dollar bill" (p. 173). The lawsuit

is seen "as the rope in a hangman's noose" (p. 175) just as a family

member appears "like a pawn on a chess board" (p. 91).

Images also give to Worthington's second novel a dimension

of consciousness. Time, evaluations, the Grand Cayman house,

demolitions, the discovery process, fees, bylaws, and travel add

to the layers of awareness in this process novel.

By the last chapter of The Invisible Woman: The Lawsuit, we

are not certain that Kate Hardison is going to fight her brother

in court, but we are more certain that her brother and his angry

wife, Georgiana, are heated up for a battle. Whether the lawsuit

can be settled out of court remains to be seen.

jlr^dj Pepper Worthington. The Invisible Woman:
The Reconciliation. Mount Olive. Mount

BEja Olive College Press, 2010. 220 pages. $10.

Dedicated to all women who have experienced being invisible,

Pepper Worthington gives us her third book in The Invisible

Woman novel series. This third book, The Invisible Woman: The

Reconciliation, presents a continuation of Kate Potts Hardison's

lawsuit against her brother, John Regis Potts, Jr., an act of family

disruption and danger. The setting is in fictional Queensboro, an

Eastern North Carolina town in Greene County, where tobacco

barns' and tenant houses are disappearing across the vanishing

North Carolina landscape.

Kate Hardison's battle with her brother over his devaluation

of her stocks sends her into therapy sessions with Dr. Charles

Hartford, into arguments with her son, Newton, into nights of

dreams where planes crash, and into a Duke University program

where obsolescence becomes a motif. The novel also includes an

intriguing digression on a Danish production of Wagner's The Ring

of the Niebelung, making the reader wonder what the patriarch

Wotan and his search for the ring of power has to do with the

history of the discontent within the Potts's family.

The novel, The Invisible Woman: The Reconciliation, widens

its awareness of legal issues with foreign nuances of Litvinenko's

radioactive poisoning in London, with Hardani trying to flee Iran,

and with Esfandiari seeking to see her aged mother in Iran. An

undercurrent discontentment with law across the world pervades

this third novel. However, the story constantly poses questions

of the conflicts between entitlements and opportunities, law in

its technical aspects versus law in its moral implications, what

is owned and what is on loan to us. Even in one dream Kate

Hardison has a moment with Anne Bradstreet—the modern mind

confronted by an early American Puritan mind.

This third novel gives to the reader a flow of consciousness that

provokes, evaluates, and dreams—the plot moving by the process

of the mind in personal and historical conflict. The journey is one

of an invisible woman who perhaps has a cargo of words to ship

to the world.

Pepper Worthington. The Invisible Woman:
Postscript. Mount Olive: Mount Olive

College Press, 2010. 80 pages. $10.

The fourth novel, The Invisible Woman: Postscript, gives us the

last confrontation between brother and sister in the Potts's family.

John Regis Potts, Jr. included in the earlier second settlement a

tricky word— liabilities—to wipe out his earlier promissory note

to his sister, thereby, reducing the amount of her agreed-upon

second settlement by some 50%. This tricky language was not

caught by Kate's attorneys, so Kate finds herself once more

reduced. Now what?

In the Postscript, a larger picture of the Potts's family unfolds,

because John's son, Ralph, finds himself in trouble with the law

in North Carolina while others in Democratic politics in the state

also face indictments. Issues of corruption in the financial scene

across America reflect a national discontent with laws that do not

protect individual Americans. The relationship of American law to

American justice juxtaposes the technical with the ethical, trickery

with morality. Patterns of choices cut across three generations

of the Potts's family, patterns which examine the perplexities of

imperfections and corruption—the line crossed pointing to the

concept of intent. Political choices based upon an intent to defraud

are discussed and examined in a larger context from statements

made by politicians. The small soul in politics reflects the larger

national soul in politics.

Metaphors, similes, and images appear in The Invisible Woman:

Postscript. Snow becomes a metaphor for the coldness of the heart

while Ralph as a scapegoat reflects the need to sacrifice some

soul to wipe out political corruption. Percolating coffee serves as

a metaphor for anger heating up, while the word liability serves

as a double entendre— as a trick word in a settlement and as

karma upon John.

Similes unfold in The Invisible Woman: Postscript when we read

that Georgiana both uses her washcloth "like an angry beaver over

her disrupted dam"(p. 11) and reflects her fury "as a shark missing

its prey" (p. 9). The novel is like a "cargo of words" (p. 67) while

words themselves are "like seeds thrown across the landscape of

the mind" (p. 55).

The novel points to the belief in empathy as a way across the

process of consciousness in both a family (microcosm) and a world

(macrocosm). The question is asked: "Is empathy in its invisible

power the most important visible choice to survive across a world

of jihadism, revenge, repudiation, and rejection?" (pp. 57-58).

The last chapter of The Invisible Woman: Postscript is titled,

Imperfect Choices. The Consent Order becomes the metaphor

for an imperfect choice, one in which a compromise leaves no

one satisfied but no one destroyed. The novel series of four has

become a cargo to unload at a port. The central character Kate

has no certainty that the deposited cargo at the port will be

picked up by anybody, but her cargo of words has left her with

the blended reality of isolation and connection, imperfection

and compromise, distrustfulness and hope. Perhaps this cargo of

words can make the invisible visible.
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Sunday School & Church Revival

at King's Cross Roads FWB Church
The guest evangelist will be Brother Keith Kenemer. He will be preaching

Sunday, October 17 at 11 a.m. and again, that night, at 7 p.m. and Monday
through Friday night, October 18-22 at 7:30 each evening. Brother

Kenemer is from Nashville, Tennessee and is known as "THE SUNDAY

SCHOOL MAN." He has been the speaker for several years at our Sunday

School Banquet at Mount Olive College and has taught classes at our

Sunday School Institute for Randall House Publications. I DON'T CARE

WHO YOU ARE, YOU NEED TO HEAR THIS MAN ON "SPIRITUAL CPR."

When the Sunday School dies, there will arise a generation after it that knows not the Lord, nor the works

He has done for us!

• You will be stirred & challenged

• You will see something—The Lord high and lifted up.

• You will feel something—The Holy Spirit tugging at your heart.

• You will hear something—A call to salvation and service.

• You will be challenged to do something—To respond to the call and say "Here I am Lord, use me."

ft There will be special music each evening. A nursery will be provided. The Church is located 10 miles

West of Greenville between Farmville and Falkland at 2080 Seven Pines Road. The public is cordially

invited to attend. For more information, contact the Rev. Bruce Jones at (252) 746-6293.

ft Watch for updates on the OFWB website for times of other services during the week.

ft Monday, October 12 at 7 p.m., we will be having Area Sunday School Training by Ms. Mary Dudley. All

churches are welcome to attend. The meeting will be in the Family Life Center.

ft King's Cross Roads OFWB Church will have their Annual Harvest Sale on Saturday, October 16. Silent

auction from 3-6 p.m. BBQ Chicken Supper from 4-5:30 p.m., tickets are available now for purchase.

Live auction starts at 6 p.m. Crafts and baked goods are available. All proceeds raised will be donated to

Carolina Bible Institute in Pine Level and Home & Foreign Missions.
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Fall Gospel

Music Festival

November 6
10 A.M. 4 P.M.

Sneads Ferry OFWB Church
267 Clay Hill Road

Gospel Music All Day Crafts
• Blessed Assurance • Scissor Cutting

• Promise Land • Basket Weaving
• Gail Milliken • Pottery

• Jeri & Larry Mercer • Jewelry Making
• River Run • Birdhouses

• and more • Wreaths

• Handmade Gifts

Hot Dogs, BBQ Sandwiches, Silent Auction

and Bake Sale

Fun for the Kids—Face Painting, Moonwalks, Games

Homecoming
Sunday November 7 « 11 a.m.

Dinner on the grounds

&
The Ambassadors

Please...No pets, coolers, or alcohol

For more information, call (910) 327-2923



Free Will Baptist Press: A Heritage of Excellence (con

by a Baptist press is going to reflect this bias. Also,

we as Original Free Will Baptists don't view the

work of the Holy Spirit in the same light as do the

Pentecostals, but any literature produced from their

presses is going to present their point of view. We are

in danger of losing our distinctiveness when we go

to resources other than our own to teach our young
people. If there is a church that hasn't purchased our

literature lately, if that congregation will contact The

Press using the address and /or phone number at the

end of this article, free samples will be immediately

sent for its inspection.

The third reason it is important to support Free Will

Baptist Press is the vision it has for the future. As great

as our past is, there is much more to be accomplished

in the days that lie ahead. If we're not going forward

we're going backwards, for it is impossible to stay

where we are. Our world is rapidly changing, and we
need to strive to keep up with it. This is the reason The

Press began "The Press to $125,000 Capital Campaign"
four years ago. Already we have updated our computer

system, remodeled some of our offices, and purchased

both an imagesetter and a digital color press to improve

the quality of our literature and other printing work.

There are also plans in the works to open new stores

in order that we might reach even more people with

the Gospel message. Yet, there is still much more that

needs to be done. In order for The Press to compete in

tinned from page 5)

the media market, we need the financial support of our

denomination. While most people feel the only way to

support The Press is by purchasing Bibles, literature,

and other materials, there is a plan in place whereby
monetary contributions can be accepted. We ask that

each church consider making The Press a part of its

annual budget, for it is only through the kindness and
generosity of our people that any of our ministries are

able to survive.

In closing, I'd like to thank each church, minister,

ministry, and person who is currently supporting Free

Will Baptist Press through the purchase of church

supplies. It is through the faithfulness of God's people

to this ministry that it continues to be in existence.

Only eternity will tell the difference The Press has

made in the lives of individuals, and each one who has

supported us has helped us to be that influence. It is

not my purpose in writing this article to shame anyone

in to patronizing The Press, but it is my intention to

inform our people of its existence and of the need for

each Original Free Will Baptist to do their part to help

The Press be the very best that it is capable of being.

Free Will Baptist Press does indeed have a heritage

of excellence, and with the help of God—along with

the support of our people—it will do even more in the

future to establish the Kingdom of God in the hearts

and lives of individuals.

To contact The Press for free literature samples or to receive any other information

concerning its work, contact: Cliff Gray, Executive Director, Free Will Baptist Press,

PO Box 159, Ayden, NC 28513 or call 1 (800) 849-3927, Extension 232.

Community Cftoir Concert
First Free Will Baptist Church

604 Ash Street • Goldsboro, NC

Sunday, October 24, 2010

3:00 p.m.

A love offering will be taken for Cragmont

For more information, you may call the church at (919) 735-0065.
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Display/Advertising Rates

b/w— 1/8 page vrt./hrz. • $20

b/w— 1/4 page vrt./hrz. • $30

b/w—1/2 page vrt./hrz. • $40

b/w—3/4 page vrt./hrz. • $50

b/w—Full page • $60

b/w—back cover • $120

color—back cover • $150

Churches & Ministry Positions • $8
(maximum of 4 lines)

Personal Information Changes • No Charge
(notice of phone, mailing address, and e-mail address changes)

These rates are for first-time runs. Additional consecutive

runs are half-price (of equal or lesser size).

The printing ofads is contingent on the availability ofspace.

We reserve the right to condense space as necessary. You will

be charged only for the actual size used.

These advertising rates are for, and advertising is permitted by,

OFWB churches and auxiliary organizations. These charges

apply to any announcements, coming event listings, invitations,

and registration forms. Ifyou have any questions, contact the

editor by e-mail at <editor@fwbpress.com> or by phone at

(800) 849-3927 ext. 227. There is no charge for feature

article submissions from OFWB churches/members or

news releases of recent OFWB church happenings.

SUBMISSION DEADLINE INFORMATION
FOR ARTICLES AND ADVERTISING

The deadline for submissions to The Free Will Baptist is

the 5 th day of the month prior to publication. (Example:
Items to be published in a January issue must be in no
later than the 5 th day of December.) When the 5"1

falls on
a weekend, material is due on the Friday before. You
may submit items by any of the following methods:

• E-mail to <editor@fwbpress.com>,
• Fax to (252) 746-9248, Attn: Editor,

• Hand deliver, or
• Mail to: Editor, The Free Will Baptist

PO Box 159

Ayden, NC 28513.

*Phone-in or handwritten information is acceptable.

However, we cannot be held responsible for errors!

*Pictures are not returned unless there is an appropriate

self-addressed stamped envelope included!

Submissions for Personal Information Changes will run for

2 months only.

T F B
THE FREE WILL BAPTIST

WANTS TO HEAR FROM YOU IF YOU HAVE:
a new address, received damaged or duplicate copies,

missed an issue, experienced any billing problems, or

you want to renew or cancel a subscription. You may
contact us by e-mail at: <editor@'fwbpress.com> or

by phone at (252) 746-6128 or (800) 849-3927.

Opportunities to Minister
THROUGH SHORT-TERM TEAMS—MEXICO 2011

This year, we only had enough interest for one team. We hope to take at least three teams

to Mexico in 201 1 . It is a wonderful opportunity to serve the Lord and bless others at the

same time. Pray about your involvement in 201 1

.

The dates are June 1 8-25, July 9-1 6, and July 1 6-23.

•JBCT^ For more information, contact mJjM^ ^*^2fS>
* * CR-Sy us at (252) 746-4963 or email ^97** JJT^ *' director@ofwbl.oro i>+**+

The deadline to join a Short-Term Mission Team for 201 1 is October 15,

2010. Please contact us as soon as possible if you are planning to go.
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NORTH CAROLINA FOUNDATION
FOR CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES

TheJames W. and
Sara Storey Batten

Endowment

Dr. James William Batten

(August 5, 1919-December 10, 2004)

Sara Storey Batten

(November 6, 1 9 1 5-November 16, 2009)

Married June 1, 1945

Established by Donnie E. and Linda V. Lassiter,

Selma, NC, for the support and advancement of the

North Carolina Foundation for Christian Ministries.

Footprints convey that someone has gone before us,

leaving us a marked way;

and remind us that we also can leave a marked way

for those who come after us.

For more information on the Batten Endowment and the North Carolina Foundation

For Christian Ministries, please see pages 24-25.

Your endowment could be next!

PERIODICALS POSTAGE PAID 28513

USPS 2094-4000

OCTOBER 2010

DUKE UNIVERSITY

PERKINS LIBRARY

SERIAL DEPARTMENT
DURHAM NC 27706
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THE FREE WILL BAPTIST

NOVEMBER 2010

Celebrating

90 Years

of
Christian Child Care

(1920-2010)
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Month's Features:

RECEIVED
NOV 1 8 2010

DIVINITY SCHOOL LIBRARY
DUKE UNIVERSITY

Through Theological Education

for the Lord

Your Church Endowment

Instruction Is Love! CHILDREN'S HOME MONTH



the Original Free Will Baptist

MONTHLY PLANNER

n 2010
Children's Home Month

This is a calendar of major denominational events. Also included are some regular holidays and special days/seasons of the Christian year.

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

/ 2

Election Day

3 4 5 6

7

Daylight Saving

Time Ends

8 9 10 //

Veteran's Day

12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25

Thanksgiving

26 27

28

First Sunday

of Advent

29 30

Notes:

December 5—Second Sunday of Advent

December 12—Third Sunday of Advent

December 19—Fourth Sunday of Advent
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REFLECTIONS
with C. H. Overman

SUPPORT IS ESSENTIAL
Each of our ministries is dependent

on the support from our Free Will

Baptist churches in the form of gifts

and offerings; however gifts and

donations also come from sources

outside our own churches and people.

For this we can be thankful.

The ministry that functions

differently from the others is the Free

Will Baptist Press Foundation. Its

main support comes from the sale of

its literature, its job printing, and its

bookstore sales. Since its beginning

more than a hundred years ago, The

Press has played a vital part in the

outreach of the denomination and in

its preservation, but from time to time

it has faced its difficulties.

Although the Press is striving to

meet the challenges of this present

generation, there are reasons for its

present challenges. One of the them

is the lack of numerical growth in

our denomination. Statistics, for

example, show a decline in Sunday
School enrollment, not just in our own
denomination, but in others as well.

The only figures we have on Sunday
School enrollment and attendance

is found in our conventon yearbook

each year, and they vary from year to

year. The 2003 Yearbook, for example,

showed an average enrollment of

15, 793 and an average attendance

of 11,799. In the 2005 Yearbook the

enrollment is shown as 15,825, with

an average attendance of 11,493. In

2000 the enrollment was 18,387 with

an average attendance of 14,137. The

figures would be considerably higher

if all churhes would report to the

Convention.

The February 5, 1964 editorial in The

Free Will Baptist reported that 30,000

Free Will Baptists were represented in

the 1963 session of The Convention,

with close to 200 churches represented.

At that time we claimed 40,000 Free

will Baptists, or more. Over the years

we have settled on a total of about

35,000, with some variations from

year to year. In 2007, the total was
32,727. Thus, The Press, as with all the

ministries, is feeling the effect.

The Press is also facing the

competition of other publishers that

are more capable of keeping up
with the times with more advanced

printing methods with a much larger

base support. The Press can help

your church, Sunday School, youth

department, music department, etc.,

fulfill its needs in the areas of Christian

literature, church supplies, and

printing. The growth of this ministry

depends on the support (faithfulness)

of our churches.
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TheologicalEducation

By Woodrow Freeze

Fra? t/m'ora FWB Churchy Pinetown, NC

It has often been said that God's ways
are not our ways and in some way, my
journey through theological education

gives testimony to the validity of that

statement.

My journey began in 1991. I married

the wonderful woman who ministers

alongside me to our family, our church,

as well as me. I must include her, for

each step of this journey she has taken

alongside of me and in each challenge

has been a comfort and a support. My
journey would be incomplete if it were

not for my wife and family. I owe them

a huge debt of gratitude.

While working as a firefighter, God
began to stir a call in my being. Having

tried to resist his voice in the past, I

knew enough to listen. God brought

wonderful and loving people into our

pathways. My pastor, the Rev. Richard

Holmes, was at seminary when we
began to explore the call to serve God
through the Gospel ministry and he

would allow me to tag along with him
to class from time to time. I sat through

some Systematic Theology Classes,

New Testament classes, and counseling

classes. I always was amazed at the

depth of knowledge and how little

I really knew. My rearing in Sunday
school education was proving to be

lacking.

I still remember sitting with Tim
Woodard and Dr. David Hines

discussing my goals, what I perceived

as the call God had placed in my life,

and trying to figure out how to do
theological education and still ride the

fire truck in order to provide for my
family. Traditional classes at Mount
Olive College were out of the question

and the modular program would not

work because of the work schedule.

Thus, my first foray into a true

theological education came through

independent study. I sat with Dr. Hines

or Frank Harrison and discussed what

I read, what I learned through the

study of lecture notes. I can remember
taking an exam in the library with my
daughter sitting at the other end of the

table coloring. I am appreciative of the

time that those professors devoted to

me and my goals.

I withdrew from Mount Olive College

for a short period of time in order to

complete ordination requirements as I

had taken the pastorate at Williamston

First Free Will Baptist Church. Shortly

after being ordained, I spoke of the

desire to complete my theological

education at Mount Olive College to the

board and they were very supportive.

Thus, I resumed my educational

pursuits through Mount Olive College

at New Bern.

During this juncture, I was amazed
at how much I learned not only

through the readings and lectures,

but also through the insights of fellow

students. Furthermore, some dear

friendships were made and memories
that continued to be treasured

were established. Thus, theological

education proved to be more than

learning a set of facts and figures, but

held a relational aspect. Since our faith

is bound up in relationship, this proves

to be an integral part of any educational

endeavors and preparation for serving

the church.

On one of the greatest days of my
life, I was able to show to my parents,

grandparents, wife, and children a

piece of paper that had my name on it

and stated that I was a graduate. I had
accomplished a goal that was started

some 20 years earlier. I give God
thanks that he continues to call out to

those who have fallen and stumbled

along the path of life and lift them to

do wonderful things.

The journey was not complete

however. Most certainly some time

was needed to continue to explore the

call in our lives and to take a breath

before diving back into school. Once
I completed Mount Olive College's

requirements, I was certain that I

wanted to pursue a Master's degree.

I was uncertain how that would look

or take place. God also moved the

Freeze family to Pinetown to serve

Free Union Free Will Baptist Church

(Albemarle Conference). In one of the

last interviews we attended, I told the

committee that I was looking to pursue

a Master's degree. It was always on the

horizon.

Each avenue seemed to bring me to a

dead end. I finally learned of Campbell

University Divinity School and spoke

with Mrs. Khersa Harmon, then

director of admissions. I was invited to

see the school and I traveled to Buies

Creek to get a feel for the school. Mrs.

Harmon talked about the goals of the

school, introduced me to some of the

professors, and invited some other

students to have lunch so that we
could talk. I was impressed, but timid.

This was a big jump and I still had not

convinced myself this was the direction

I should go.

God was about to intervene. I

attended the Albemarle Conference

meeting held at Union Chapel. The

Rev. Jeff Daughtry represented Mount
Olive College and made mention that

Mount Olive was in discussions with a

divinity school to bring Master's

(article continued on page 35)



in Service for the Lord

The Harvest Connection Disaster ReliefMinistry was asked if

they would come and clear out a house. In this house were boxes

of material that had been cut into squares. Knowing that several

of the ladies from our church quilted, Pat Cayton asked if there

was something we could do with these squares.

Several ladies and even one young man from the Winterville

Church gathered around an old fashioned quilting frame with

fingers flying. On Sunday, August 22, Pastor David Langley

prayed a prayer of dedication that each quilt might be used to

share God's love with those in need.

Mr. Roy Weatherington came as a representative of Harvest

Connection's Disaster Relief team to accept the 25 quilts.

Ardeth Moye and Debby Gray designed the quilts by choosing

the materials, laying out the pattern, and sewing the pieces

together. Choosing the design is a reminder that we all must

make a choice.We will choose to follow Christ or we will choose

to follow the world. Joshua 24:15 says, "...choose you this day

whom ye will serve." This is not a one time choice, but a daily

choice. This is the most important choice we will ever make.

A quilt is usually made up of light, medium, and dark colors.

The colors are representative of the days of our lives. The light

colors are like the bright sunny days when everything goes just

right and everything seems perfect. These are the days when
we are happy and everything is wonderful. The medium colors

are the days that are marred by some minor inconvenience. It

might be a flat tire, a burned roast, running a little late for an

appointment, or some extra chore that we had not planned on.

It is just a little extra "something" that throws a "kink" in our day.

And then we have the dark colors. These represent the days of

crisis. It might be a serious illness, the loss of a loved one, or the

loss of a job and it seems these days of darkness are the days that

are the longest. Psalm 9:9 says, "The LORD also will be a refuge

for the oppressed, a refuge in times of trouble." God is with us

and sees us through these days of crisis until the "light colors,"

the sunny days return.

The batting is on the inside of the quilt and though not visible,

the batting in the middle adds softness and warmth to the quilt.

1 John 4:12 says, "No man hath seen God at any time. If we

love one another, God dwelleth in us, and his love is perfected

in us." It is that perfected love of God in us that adds a warmth

and softness to our lives. And it is that perfected love of God
that adds a warmth and softness to those with whom we share

that love. Even though the batting is not visible in the quilt the

effects of the batting can be felt when the quilt is put to use.

God's love in us becomes visible to others when we share that

love and in the way that others see how we live our lives.

Next, we have the backing or the bottom of the quilt. This is

the support that holds the top and the inside batting together.

Without the backing the quilt would be incomplete. This is like

the support we have in our lives from parents, pastors, teachers,

family, and friends. All of these play an important role in our lives.

This support system is always there to help us and encourage us.

They share in our trials and disappointments and rejoice with us

in our accomplishments. This reminds us of the support, love,

and encouragement that we can have through God's love for us.

Psalm 121:3 reminds us that "...he that keepeth thee will not

slumber." God is a support system that will never fail.

The thread used to sew the quilt together is little and delicate

yet it is what holds the quilt together. The material yields itself

to the thread that outlines each pieces of the patchwork creating

pretty patterns of stitches and designs. This makes the quilt not

only pretty, but also sturdy and strong. Just as the thread is sewn

into the quilt, the love ofGod weaves itself into our lives creating

in us the pattern and design that He would have us to be when



our lives are yielded to Him. Romans 6:13 says, "Neither yield ye

your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin, but

yield yourselves unto God.

Louise Hines, Debby Gray, Ardeth Moye, Arlyn Branch,

Margie Crawford, Louise McRoy,Aaron McRoy, Lynn Schwenk,

Ellen Forlines, Mary Marcia Langley, Pat Cayton, Lindsey

Robinson, Ashley Lewis, and Judy Lewis were the quilters for

this project. The quilters are the ones that gather around the

quilt and it is their influence that determines the final product.

The quilters represent the people who have an influence in our

lives. There are friends with whom we share life's experiences.

There are our parents who care for us and teach us. There are our

pastors and Sunday School teachers who share God's Word with

us. Proverbs 22:24-25 says, "Make no friendship with an angry

man; and with a furious man thou shalt not go: Lest thou learn

his ways, and get a snare to thy soul."We must be careful who we

"hang out" with. Each person with whom we associate has some

degree of influence on us and adds pieces to the patchwork of

our life.

The binding of a quilt brings the rough edges together and

covers them over with neat stitches for a smooth and perfect

finish. This reminds us of how Jesus binds up our rough edges,

our hurts, and our disappointments and heals our broken hearts.

Hebrews 4:16 says, "Let us therefore come boldly unto the

throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to

help in time of need." It is here before God's throne that He
smoothes away the sadness and hurts and covers them over with

His perfect love, mercy, and grace, and where we can find His

perfect peace. First Corinthians 6:20 says, "For ye are bought

with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your

spirit, which are God's."

Pepple pay a lot of money for some quilts. These particular

quilts will be free to the people that receive them. But there was

a price that was paid for the materials and the time that has

been put into each one. Salvation is free to each of us if we only

ask and receive. But there was a big price that was paid for that

salvation. The price paid for a quilt is a reminder of the price

paid by Jesus on Calvary's cross so that we might have salvation

and eternal life through Him. A beautiful quilt is like a beautiful

Christian's life. A quilt adds beauty to our homes and it is useful

for keeping us warm.A Christian should add beauty to the world

around him by reflecting the love of Christ.

The Bible tells us that "we are the light of the world."We add

warmth to the world when we let our light shine in a dark world

that is in need of a Savior.

The quilts we made are all children's quilts. Sometime in the

future there will be a disaster in which a child will lose everything.

A Disaster Relief worker will be able to give one of these quilts

to that child to have as his very own.

Just as that child will be wrapped in the warmth of that quilt,

it is our desire that he will also be wrapped in the loving care of

our heavenly Father.

By Judy Nobles Lewis and Louise White Hines,

Winterville FWB Church, Winterville, NC

Photos by: Ellen B. Forlines and Judy Nobles Lewis



Establishing

Your Church Endowment
by Ricky Warren, Pastor

Lee's Chapel OFWB Church, Dunn, NC
www.rickywarren 1 .blogspot.com

Recently, a minister commented on free money for

Methodist churches, referring to the Duke Endowment
Fund for rural churches in North Carolina. According

to its website, the Duke Endowment distributed nearly

$105 million to its partner charities in 2009. Nearly $7

million of that went to special projects in the Methodist

churches of North Carolina. All this is possible because

Mr. James B. Duke had a dream of helping people,

long after he was gone. He achieved that dream by
establishing an endowment, and countless people

have benefited so far.

(OFWB) have been slow to join the process. The North
Carolina Foundation for Christian Ministries (NCFCM)
was established to help OFWB churches and ministries

have the same endowment opportunities as Harvard,

Duke, United Methodists, and others. Any church,

ministry, or individual, can set up an endowment
through the NCFCM with any initial amount of

money. Once that pool of money grows to $10,000, the

church, or other specified charity, will begin receiving

annual checks to support the work recommended by
the donor.

How an Endowment Works
An endowment is a pool of money that remains

permanently invested, while its earnings provide

annual income to a church or charity, forever. There

are many stories of how endowments have been

established by caring people, from all walks of life,

and from all financial levels. With any initial amount
of money, an endowment can begin to grow until it is

large enough to continually benefit the charity it was
established to support.

The story of Lady Ann Mowlson is a beautiful

example of how a small initial investment can grow
and help many people well into the future. In 1643,

Mowlson gave a gift of 100 pounds (about $150)

to begin the first endowed scholarship at Harvard.

Today, 367 years later, her endowment annually

supports nearly 70 percent of Harvard University

undergraduates who receive financial help (Nonprofit

Essentials: Endowment Building, Diana S. Newman, p.

xiv). Wealth is not necessary to make a large financial

impact when an effective endowment plan is used

over a long period of time.

Endowments Among
Original Free Will Baptists

Most colleges, hospitals, and large Christian

denominations have endowments, and even churches

have set up smaller endowments to benefit special

projects each year. So far, Original Free Will Baptists

6

How One Church
Established an Endowment

So, it is not financially difficult for a church to

establish an endowment. Consider Lee's Chapel

OFWB, in Dunn, as an example. Funds from memorial

gifts were held in the church's savings account at

low interest. These had been given to the church in

memory of people who had passed away, as far back

as the late 1980's. As pastor, I was concerned that the

donors intended a better use of the funds, but the

church was not yet confident an appropriate use could

be identified. It seemed using the funds to establish

an endowment might be an appropriate option. But,

the concept of endowments was so new; the difficult

work would be explaining it to the church.

The first step was to report, to the deacons, the

problem of holding memorial funds for an extended

time at low interest. Once they were aware of the

need to use the current and future memorial funds

in a more appropriate and timely way, a solution was
desired. Endowments were briefly explained as an

option for the church. Because of the obvious need to

use of the memorial funds more appropriately, there

was agreement to look into the^matter further.

Several weeks later, at the next deacon's meeting, a

report was given on the current value of the memorial

funds and the portion that was considered unrestricted

(not being held for a particular purpose). By then, the

NCFCM had been contacted so accurate information



could be presented on the process of establishing an

endowment. Dr. Burkette Raper, the president of the

NCFCM, or another representative of the foundation,

would have come to personally explain the process, if

needed. After hearing all the information, the deacons

felt the entire church should become involved in the

discussion.

During Sunday morning announcements, the

chairman of the deacons invited the church to come
and hear an upcoming presentation from Dr. Raper

on how an endowment could be used by the church.

It was made clear that a resulting vote on the matter

may come at the next business meeting. Two weeks

later, on a Wednesday night, the church assembled

and heard Dr. Raper explain how endowments work,

and the church asked questions for clarification.

The following Wednesday night, at a regular church

business meeting, the deacons made a motion to

use the unrestricted memorial funds to establish an

endowment for Lee's Chapel with the NCFCM. The
motion was approved unanimously. After the meeting,

one church member commented, "If anyone is against

an endowment, they just don't understand it yet."

The next step in the process was to plan for

appropriate promotion of the endowment and
recognition of donors, and Dr. Raper advised the

church on how to best do this. The plan was to

make a public presentation of the initial check to

the foundation for the endowment at the annual

homecoming celebration. This would give the church

an opportunity to explain the endowment again and
invite others to consider how they might wish to

support the fund in the future. The names associated

with the memorials would be acknowledged at the

homecoming celebration and future memorials and
other donations to the endowment would be recorded

in a place of honor at the church.

In the future, Lee's Chapel will promote its new
endowment in hopes that people will use it as a means
of continuing their loving support of the church. Once
the endowment grows to the fully funded amount of

$10,000, a framed certificate will be presented to the

church by the NCFCM. A year later, the first annual

check from the endowment will come back to the

church for its use.

How to Get Started
Any church can have an endowment. Because

endowments are new to OFWB churches, explaining

them well is the most important step in the process.

With a little planning and help, the church will

understand and see the value. If one thinks a church

endowment is needed, the best way to begin is with

informal discussions. This article could be shared with

a few church leaders to begin the conversation process.

If there is interest, and more information is desired, a

church may certainly contact Lee's Chapel (910-892-

7855) or the NCFCM (919-658-3855) for assistance.

A few OFWB churches, like Lee's Chapel, have

taken the step of establishing endowments. They
have proven that a good plan, not wealth, is needed

to provide continual future support for the ministries

that God has made dear to their hearts. Other churches

and families can do it, too.



The Goal of Our
Instruction is Love!

by Neal Cox

(This was the chapel address delivered at Rodgers Chapel on Tuesday, August 24, 2010)

Now the end ofthe commandment is charity out ofapure hearty

and ofa good conscience^ and offaith unfeigned (1Timothy 1:5).

Most of us are familiar with the peanuts cartoon and characters

created by Charles Schultz. I love the story which John Maxwell

once shared of Charlie Brown's first experience of shooting a bow

and arrow! It seems Charlie Brown was shooting his arrows at a

wooden fence when Lucy showed up. Puzzled by the fact that

every arrow Charlie Brown had shot was square in the center of

a Bull's Eye, she asked: "How did you accomplish such a feat; I

know that this is your first attempt at archery?" To which Charlie

Brown said: "It is easy! I just point the arrow at the fence, shoot

and wherever it hits, I go up and paint a Bull's Eye around the

arrow!"

That is how many of us do life! We simply point and shoot and

no matter what we hit, we exclaim, "I meant to do that!" Here at

Mount Olive College (as we begin a new academic year) the desire

is to be much more intentional than that. In fact, The College has

a covenant statement (a bull's eye or a goal, so to speak) which

states the following:

Mount Olive College calls for each person in this community

to demonstrate the virtues modeled by Jesus Christ who taught

that the demands of the gospel could be summarized in one word:

love, "...love the Lord thy God with all thy heart...soul...mind,

and. . .strength: . . .love thy neighbor as thyself. There is none other

commandment greater than these" (Mark 12:30-31).'

As I read this passage in 1 Timothy in light of the mission

statement of The College, I was struck by the similarities between

the two. It almost seemed as if The College had based its covenant

on this passage. The passage from 1 Timothy states that the goal of

our instruction is love. And very similarly the goal of The College

is said to be to teach each person to demonstrate love.

Love though, as defined by whom? Love is such an ambiguous

concept in our society today. The society in which we live uses

(and often abuses) this term love. Someone may say, "I love my
car; I love my mother; I love my girlfriend or boyfriend; and I

love pepperoni pizza; I love my new professors and all of the

homework that they assign!" This simply proves that the one and

only word that we have for the concept of love in the English

language is so impoverished as to be (simply stated) vague.

The Anchor Bible Dictionary defines the word love (agape) in

the passage in 1 Timothy which we have read today as "a life-

enhancing action that flows from God to humans... and vice

versa." And it reminds us that "of the three things" which the

apostle Paul says "will abide forever (faith, hope, and love) the

greatest of these is love." 2 Not surprisingly the College's covenant

has also quite intentionally defined the word love as Agape! It

asserts:

The New Testament word for love is agape which has been

defined as sacrificial love and the desire for the highest well

being of other persons. This kind of love provides the conceptual

framework for the discussion of the virtues that persons in this

community are called to manifest. The virtues are described below:

(honesty & trustworthiness) (justice & courage) (responsibility &
gratitude) (caring & respect) 3

This is the goal of Christian higher education. Surely each

student is here to be educated in the field of their choosing (for a

career in that field). And no doubt when each student enters the

workforce in the field of their calling, they will receive a paycheck.

At least we all hope so, right? I know that the Alumni Association

would like for you and me to have some form of compensation for

our labor of which we might share a portion with our alma mater

during the annual fund drive.

However, the goal of our instruction is not simply to help each

student earn a paycheck. Rather, the goal of our instruction is to

help each student to begin (as Robert Mulholland has eloquently

stated) "the process of being conformed to the image of Christ

for the sake of others."
4 And thus, no matter what your major

(or what your career-field may ultimately be), its foundation is

(or better stated it should be) the concept of agape love or the

"highest well being of other persons." 5

The courses in which you will be immersed through your chosen

program have been meticulously designed to form you in such a

way as to prepare you to give yourself wholly (sacrificially) to the

task for which you are being trained. The idea is that you will be

formed in such a way as to realize the difference between a job

and a vocation.

At a job, one clocks in, engages in mind and body numbing

repetition for an agreed upon period of time each day (or night) and

then clocks out. At the end of the week, one receives a paycheck

for such mundane repetition.



Most ofyou are too young to remember the television commercial

which best illustrated this phenomenon: the gentleman who made

the doughnuts for Dunkin Doughnuts. Each day this man would

drag himself out of bed well before daylight and mutter under

his breath as he shuffled his feet across the floor: Time to make

the doughnuts. . .Time to make the doughnuts. . .Time to make the

doughnuts. He would then go to work well before daylight and

stay until very late at night only to come home and do it all over

again the next day.

Until one day, in this mind numbing repetition, as he was leaving

for work (pulling his overcoat on, wrapping his scarf around his

neck, and placing his hat on his head. . . he continued to mutter to

himself: Time to make the doughnuts). Now, surely you have all

heard someone who was very busy say that they metaphorically

"met themselves coming and going." Well, it was at this point in

the vicious cycle that this man met himself coming home from a

particularly late shift at the doughnut shop.

Obviously stunned by the encounter he asserted: "time to make

the doughnuts!" However, the manifestation of himself which

was coming home from a very late shift reached up and began

taking off his overcoat, scarf, and hat and exasperatedly said: "I

already made the doughnuts!" Now that my friends is a job! Just

mindless, thoughtless, obligatory work which stimulates neither

body nor spirit!

The purpose of Christian higher education (the goal of our

instruction) is to help you realize that it does not matter where

you work. Whether you work at Wal-Mart as a greeter saying

(everyday, all day), "welcome to Wal-Mart" or if your path causes

you to ultimately become a brain surgeon who offers hope to

persons who may have been given distressing news about their

health! In the end, your business is not the task you perform;

after it is all said and done, your business (and my business) is

people!

Once you enter into the workforce with the training you have

received from Mount Olive College, it is our desire that you will

have been formed in such a way as to offer yourself a "living

sacrifice" daily to God through a servant's heart-type ministry

offered to those made in God's image! 6

Thus, if you are being trained in early childhood development

or one of the education programs, again, I hope you get paid with

an unusually large paycheck because no one would deny the fact

that part of the process of working is being paid for the effort.

However, we hope that more important to you than the paycheck

will be the help which you will be able to offer children, young

persons, or even adults as they begin or continue the process of

lifelong learning.

If you are in the Health Care programs, we hope you earn lots of

money and enjoy a comfortable lifestyle, but we hope you never

loose sight of the fact that in the end, health care is about people!

It is about helping persons who are sick, hurting, and in need!

If you are in the criminal justice program, it is Dr. Fox's stated

purpose that you be transformed and developed to be able to offer

professional service. 7 Again, The College hopes when you are

prepared to enter the workforce in the field of criminal justice

that the state, federal, or local government takes care of you

financially. Yet, equally as important (no more importantly) we

hope you realize that your job is more than to protect but it is also

to serve with an emphasis on the servant's heart aspect of your

career.

So remember as you traverse these hallowed grounds over the

course of the next days, weeks, months, and years which you will

ultimately invest at Mount Olive College, that The College has

decidedly rejected the Charlie Brown method of education. We
refuse to throw a multiplicity of thoughts and concepts up onto the

wall and see what sticks and then exclaim, we meant to do that!

The College does have a goal though, a covenant (a bull's eye,

if you will). The goal of our instruction is LOVE! And this goal

will be accomplished as we will seek to create an atmosphere

conducive for God's transformational grace to be experienced in

the midst of the exercising of the traditional Christian disciplines

while we each develop the virtues necessary to experience and

thus express the agape love of Christ.

So to the faculty and teachers, happy leading and happy

teaching, and to the student body, happy studying. Shalom!

1 . http://www.moc.edu/7about/Mission

2. William Klassen, Love. In The Anchor Bible Dictionary. Vol.4 of 6, Noel David Freeman, et. al. eds. (New York:

Double Day Press, 1992), 384-ff.

3 . http://www.moc.edu/?about/Mission

4. M. Robert Mulholland Jr., Invitation to a Journey: A Road Map for Spiritual Formation. (Illinois: InterVarsity Press,

1993), 12.

5 . http ://www.moc.edu/?about/M ission

6. Romans 12:l-ff

7. http://www.moc.edu/?academics/Criminal%20Justice-Chair%20Message
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CHILDREN'S HOME po - Box 249 * Middlesex, NC 27557 • 252.235.2161 • www.fwbchildrenshome.org

Children's Home Month
May and November are set aside as Children's Home month in our Free Will

Baptist Churches. In May, The Home hosted a reception to celebrate 90 years of

Christian child care. As we continue to celebrate this milestone and reflect on the

rich heritage of The Home, please keep The Home in your prayers.

This year our Founder's Day celebration in May took the place of our Friends of

Children celebration normally held in November. An accomplishment this year

that contributed to our Founder's Day celebration was the official opening and
rededication of Heritage Hall, the old dining hall, after a complete renovation.

We hope you have been able to visit and see the upgrades to our campus. We are

committed to improving the lives of children in need, and with your continued

prayers and support, we are making a difference. If you would like to send a

special gift to The Home in recognition of "November," Children's Home month,

you may send your gift to:

Free Will Baptist Children's Home, Inc.

P.O. Box 249

Middlesex, NC 27557

We appreciate all you do for the children who call the Free Will Baptist Children's

Home their Home.

]

Campus Needs
• Trash Bags (13 gallon or larger) • Zip Lock Storage Bags

• Mattress Covers with Plastic Liner (twin) • Serving Bowls

• New Luggage or Duffel Bags • Vinyl Shower Curtain Liners

• Sports Posters for Boys Rooms • Bath Towels and Bath Cloths

• Large Framed Pictures for Cottages • Dish Cloths and Dish Towels

• Table Lamps • Umbrellas

• (New) 7 ft. Artificial Pre-lit Christmas Trees for Cottages

• New Christmas Decorations
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Dear Friends:

Where does the time go? Fall is already here, and we'll soon be making

preparations for the Christmas season.

One ofthe biggest challenges we encounter atThe Home is convincing

the children here they are loved, are special, and that people really do

care. Throughout the year and at Christmas, we not only provide the

physical needs of the children in our care, but we also share the good

news, according to the gospel of Jesus Christ, with them, the greatest

gift of all.

I ask for your help to make this Christmas a memorable experience

for the children we serve by taking part in our Christmas Sponsorship

Program. By contributing $100 for each child you would like to sponsor,

you can help us make this a special time of sharing for the children at

The Home. Simply complete the Sponsorship reservation form below

and return it to us by December 1, 2010.

Your acts of sharing bring smiles to faces and joy into hearts. May you

and your family be blessed this Christmas in knowing you have helped

us share the joy of this holy season with His precious children. Please

accept my wishes to you and your family for a very Merry Christmas.

Yours in Christ,

Gary Lee, President/CEO

. . . beholdIbringyou good tidings ofgreatjoy, which shall be to allpeople (Luke 2:10).

Free Will Baptist Children s Home
Sponsorship Reservation Form

Sponsor:

Contact Person:

Address:

City/State/Zip:

Telephone:

Number of Children We Would Like To Sponsor:

Total Amount Enclosed: %

We Do Not Wish To Participate This Year:

sr^f ' r *"
i'(

REMARKS:

4f
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Basketball Team Visits Campus
Just when you think the children here

couldn't possibly get more excited, they

prove us wrong. On October 4, 2010,

members of the Mount Olive College

men's basketball team came to campus
to "shoot some hoops" and have a

time of fellowship and fun with the

residents. This has become an annual

event, and our staff and children look

forward to it each year.

The bus pulled onto campus around

4:45, and the team headed for the

gym. Our residents joined them at

5:00. After about an hour of shooting

baskets, a little one-on-one, sharing

"basketball pointers" and socializing,

dinner was enjoyed in Heritage Hall.

When you looked across the dining

hall, you could tell our kids were not

the only ones who were having a good
time. After everyone had their fill of

good food, the team gathered with our

residents for a photograph. Thanks

boys! We can't wait until next year.

A Glimpgc of IMory . .

.

As ourjourney through history is coming to a close, the

pictures represent more recentyears at the Home
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TOUCHING LIVES FOR A LIFETIME
By Laura Monroe, Administrative Coordinator, Home Missions & Evangelism

What is the most difficult thing you face today?

Many Spanish churches have been started in other denominations. But

we have to work, preaching the Gospel to the Spanish population.

What do you do to help yourself get through difficult situations?

First, I pray. I also go to Home Missions, Dr. A. Graham Lane, and Dr.

David C. Hansley for guidance and support.

How do you help others experience the kind of life you lead?

I will have Bible studies in people's homes and teach them about the

Christian life. I also present them with the Plan of Salvation.

What have you learned in your life's journey thus far?

I have learned how the American and Hispanic cultures are so different

with many language barriers. I am also still learning US History and

JOSG PCTGZ t 'ie OFWB history and doctrine.

The Board of Home Missions and Evangelism has

planted new Hispanic Mission/ Churches. Mr. Jose

Perez, a licensed minister in the Eastern Conference,

is originally from Southern Mexico. He has been

married for 19 years to Vicenta, and they have been

living in the United States for 15 years. Jose and

Vicenta have four children. He is the Director/Pastor

of the Alpha and Omega OFWB Mission/Church in

Ayden. Jose is also helping to coordinate a new

mission church in Morehead City and another, Bethel

OFWB Mission/Church which is meeting in Kinston.

Jose recently organized a tent revival that met in

Jason, about five miles from Snow Hill. There were

200-300 people in attendance at this revival with

15 accepting Christ. Also, Jose is the coordinator

for the National Association for Evangelical Hispanic

Churches (NAEHC). He is working to unite Hispanic

churches in the area to be able to reach more people

for Jesus Christ. If your church is interested in

sponsoring a Hispanic mission/church, please contact

Jose. Please keep Jose Perez in your prayers as we
continue to TOUCH LIVES FOR A LIFETIME.
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MOUNT OLIVE COLLEGE 634 Henderson Street • Mount Olive, NC 28365 • 1.800.653.0854 • www.moc.edu

Opportunities at

MOUNT OLIVE COLLEGE
One Night a Week Programs at a location near you:

One night a week programs for adults who need the convenience of evening higher education

opportunities are available at New Bern, Jacksonville, Mount Olive Evening College, Research Triangle

Park, Wilmington, and Washington. All programs meet from 6-10 p.m. on the same night every week.

To make contact with an Admissions Representative at one of our locations, call 1 -800-NEW GOAL.

Evening College

• Criminal Justice and Criminology (blended online and seated): January 1 5, 201

1

• Management and Organizational Development: January 1 8, 201

1

Jacksonville

• Health Care Management: November 4, 201

0

• Criminal Justice and Criminology (blended online and seated): January 15, 201

1

New Bern
• Management and Organizational Development: January 1 1 , 201

1

• Criminal Justice and Criminology (blended online and seated): January 1 5, 201

1

Research Triangle Park
• Management and Organizational Development: November 8, 201

0

• Heritage: November 1 1, 2010
• Criminal Justice and Criminology (blended online and seated): January 1 5, 201

1

Washington
• Religion: November 1 1 , 201

0

• Heritage: January 6, 201

1

• Health Care Management: January 1 1 , 201

1

• Criminal Justice and Criminology (blended online and seated): January 1 5, 201

1

Wilmington
• Management and Organizational Development: • November 9, 2010
• Heritage: January 1 3, 201

1

• Criminal Justice and Criminology (blended online and seated): January 1 5, 201

1

• Health Care Management: January 1 9, 201

1
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Martin Appointed to MOC Board of Trustees
Dr. J. Bryan Martin of Selma, NC has been

appointed to the Mount Olive College Board

ofTrustees for a six-year term.The 30-member

Board is charged with the oversight and

governance of The College. Trustees have

the responsibility of maintaining the identity

of Mount Olive College through leading,

planning, and interpreting.

Dr. Martin graduated from North Johnston

High School and attended Atlantic Christian

College on a Music Honors Scholarship. His

major was music education. Upon graduation

in 1981, he was employed as a band director in

Harnett County and then Johnston County.

During that time, he earned his master's

degree in education administration from

Campbell University, graduating in 1986.

He was then hired as an assistant principal

with Johnston County Schools, holding that

position for six years. Dr. Martin earned his

doctorate in education administration from

North Carolina State in 1997.

Since 2006, Dr. Martin has served in

the Human Resources Department of the

Johnston County School System, currently

as Executive Director for Personnel. In

2001 he received the Kenly Kiwanis Club

Distinguished Service Award. He was

the recipient of the 1999-2000 Johnston

County Principal of the Year and was the

1996 Smithfield Jaycees Outstanding Young

Educator Award recipient. Dr. Martin is a

member of Holly Springs FWB Church

near Kenly where he serves on the Board of

Deacons, teaches Sunday School, and has

been the Choir Director for over 25 years.

He has one daughter, Brenna (16), a junior at

North Johnston High School.

November 2010
Mount Olive College Dinners
JOHNSTON-WAKE COUNTIES
Monday, November 1, 7:00 p.m.

Everett Chapel FWB Church, Spiritual Life Building

Howard F. Scott, Chair

Goal: $61,275

CRAVEN COUNTY
Thursday, November 4, 7:00 p.m.

Juniper Chapel FWB Church near Vanceboro

Susan Broggi, Chair

Goal: $26,125

CARTERET COUNTY
Saturday, November 13, 6:00 p.m.

West Carteret High School, Morehead City

Ricky Benson and Edgar Pake, Co-Chairs

Goal: $14,075

PITT COUNTY
Monday, November 15, 7:00 p.m.

Elm Grove FWB Church near Ayden
Jean M. Averette, Chair

Goal: $45,900

DUPLIN COUNTY
Saturday, November 6, 6:00 p.m.

Lois K. Murphy Regional Center,

Mount Olive College, Mount Olive

Tommy Benson, Chair

Goal: $22,925

WASHINGTON, MARTIN, TYRRELL,
AND PASQUOTANK COUNTIES
Tuesday, November 9, 7:00 p.m.

Union Chapel FWB Church, near Plymouth
Lloyd W. Jones, Jr., Chair

Goal: $18,225

WILSON COUNTY
Tuesday, November 16, 7:00 p.m.

Daniel's Chapel FWB Church near Wilson

Johnny Sullivan, Chair

Goal: $52,500

SAMPSON, HARNETT,
AND CUMBERLAND COUNTIES
Thursday, November 18, 7:00 p.m.

Robert's Grove FWB Church near Dunn
Ricky Warren, Chair

Goal: $50,625
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Mount Olive College Campus Ministries

Start Year Off With a "Bang"
Members of Route 7 Campus

Ministries at Mount Olive College

(MOC) recently hosted their 2nd

annual kick-off event 'The Big Bang.'

Complete with songs, games, and

speakers, the purpose of the event

is to energize the MOC community
about Campus Ministries.

The program included songs led by

the Route 7 Praise Band, introductions

by students to opportunities of

campus ministry, games led by Route

7 Campus Ministry leaders, and a

devotion led by student, Kason
Cheeks.

Campus Ministry Leader Audrey
Owens said, "We are starting the

year with fresh ideas, new leaders,

and new ministries. It is our hope

that Tuesday Night Bible Study, The

Inferno, I.D. Connects, and Thursday

Night Worship will allow students to

be a part of a ministry they feel most

comfortable with."

Route 7 Campus Ministries offers

four unique ways that students can

participate in Bible study, worship,

and prayer each week. On Tuesdays

at 11:00, there are weekly chapel

services at Rodgers Chapel and in the

evenings students can be involved in

an open Bible study or participate

in The Inferno, a floating time for

students to meditate and pray in the

chapel. On Thursday evening, there is

I.D. (Ignited Devotioners) Connects

and Wednesday and Thursday Night

Worship.

According to one of the student

leaders, the purpose of Campus
Ministries is not only to promote the

spiritual values already present at

MOC, but to give students a chance

to "live their faith" on their own
terms in community with their fellow

students and friends.

For more information about Route 7

Campus Ministries activities at Mount
Olive College visit the website at

<www.moc.edu> or call (919) 658-

7749.

Dr. Raper Delivers Address on MOC Founding
A tradition has begun at Mount Olive College.

At the beginning of the academic year, Dr. W.

Burkette Raper presents the College's founding

to the freshman class. He shares fond stories and

bits of wisdom.
Pictured L-R: Dr. Raper, Kathryn Nelson

(Wintergreen Church, CravenCounty ), Samantha

Brickhouse (Sound Side Church, Tyrrell County),

and Jonathan Whitford (Saint's Delight Church,

Craven County).
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(Scenes From the 2010
Bridge Builders Appreciation Dinner

SEE YOU AT THE POLE
See You at the Pole, the global day

of student prayer, began in 1990 as a

grass roots movement with 10 students

praying at their school. Twenty years

later, millions pray on their campuses

on thefourth Wednesday in September.

Pictured are students, staff, and faculty

at Mount Olive College gathered at the

flagpole near Henderson Building for a

student-led prayer rally with Scripture

reading, singing, and prayer to lift up

friends, families, teachers, The College,

and nation to God.



^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ with Celia Hales

FEARING THE TWENTY-THIRD PSALM
I used to dislike the 23 rd Psalm. Yes, I know that this

Psalm is the most beloved one of all for many people.

But, as a child, I was frightened by the image of walking

through the valley of the shadow of death.

I remember actually trying to visualize this part of

the Psalm. I wondered what the "valley of the shadow
of death" looked like. I recall my childhood image of a

narrow, curving pathway, fraught on either side with all

kinds of dangerous and scary monsters. I think now that

those monsters I imagined partook of the horror of the

hell that I had heard depicted from the pulpit.

How much I missed in my early years of the comfort

that is given in the opening, "The Lord is my shepherd.

I shall not want." And the promise, "He restoreth my
soul." How could I have missed so much?
These negative views of the 23 rd Psalm continued far

too long. In 1992, when my father (T. E. "Ed" Hales) lay

dying in the intensive care unit of a hospital in Raleigh,

North Carolina, the chaplain of that hospital came to

comfort him. Part of what she did one day was to read

aloud the 23 rd Psalm. I learned of this incident from

my mother. And at an age when I should have known
better, I was appalled. At 46, I still had not assimilated

my childhood terror toward the valley of the shadow of

death. I wished that the chaplain had read something

else. I didn't want my dying father to imagine monsters

on either side of his pathway, as I had in my childhood

misunderstanding.

I know better now. But it is sad for me to realize the

lingering childhood fear overtook me in this crisis when
I was a mature woman.

My father, in all likelihood, did not partake of my
distaste of this Psalm. He had joined the church at a

young age, and he was a leader in his church in our

town of Zebulon, North Carolina. I can now imagine

that the chaplain's stirring rendition gave him comfort.

He knew that he truly was in the "valley of the shadow
of death." And he never said anything during his five

remaining weeks that would lead me to believe that he

was afraid. Indeed, I had a memorable dream on the

morning before he was taken ill that, symbolically, said

to me (in retrospect) that my father was ready to leave

this world for a better one. He did not want to leave my
mother, though. She tells of one time when she visited

him, alone. He was on a respirator, and could not talk,

but he could and did squeeze her left hand (the one with

her wedding band and engagement ring) so firmly that

she winced. And, frequently, as my mother has grown
older as a widow, I have felt my father's presence in the

early morning hours (or imagined that I did so), and have

called my mother first thing in the morning, earlier than

my normal call for the day. Always she had something

to tell me.

There is a lesson for me, and perhaps for all of us, in

this recollection. I challenge you to think back through

the parts of the Bible that you may still think are scary.

Reread those passages now, including the surrounding

verses. Prayerfully reconsider whether or not childhood

ogres are hindering your spiritual life. I think a careful

revisiting of the offending parts of the Bible will hold

some pleasant surprises for you.

I love the 23 rd Psalm—now.

CHURCH & MINISTRY POSITIONS AVAILABLE

e> Little Rock Church is seeking a part-time Music Minister.

Contact: Yvonne Hedgepeth, Chair of Personnel Committee, at (252) 239-0979 or e-mail <yvonneh@

embarqmail.com> or Mary Katherine Rowe at (252) 239-1453 or e-mail <mrowe@wilson-co.com>.

e 5> The Rev. Jonathan L. Best is available for fill-in ministry. The Rev. Best is a Mount Olive College graduate and is

currently finishing his M.Div. at Campbell Divinity School. He is reliable, dependable, and experienced with fill-in

ministry. He can be contacted at (91 0) 51 4-321 1 or at <jonathanlbest@hotmail.com>.

18



P.O. Box 39 • Ayden, NC 28513 • 252.746.4963 • www.ofwbi.org OFWB INTERNATIONAL

WORID MfSSfdHS
Rally
Sunday November 14, 2010

J^hV^ Ormoudsviue
Wtu Baptist Church

BY THE
Board of Foreign Missions

Guest Speaker: The Reverend Darlington Gnininte From Liberia, West Africa

Bro. Gnininte is the Founder and Field Director of the

Original Free Will Baptist Church of Liberia.

Please make plans to come and meet him. We have an exciting rally planned, with special music by

Judy Lewis, Debby Gray, and Erwin Hines and also The Men's Trio-Winterville FWB Church.

A brief PowerPoint of our missions work around the world and a message by Bro. Gnininte.

We encourage churches across our denomination to join us for this exciting rally. An offering will be

received for the ministry of Foreign Missions.

Bro. Gnininte is coming to the United States to participate in the Annual Conference of the Original Free

Will Baptists ofAmerica that meets in Wilson November 1-7. We thought it would be a great opportunity

to have him for a rally and introduce him to all of you. So please come.

f Greenville

fcWinterville

Ayden
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Directions to

Ormondsville

Original Free Will Baptist

Church
at the intersection

3745 Ormondsville Rd and
Hwy 903.



ANNUAL HEART OFMISSIONS
CHRISTMAS OFFERING

JOHN 3:16

§fif[Re Ttie joy or ghri§t
We often relate the Joy of

Christmas to toys, or gifts that

we give one another, but the true

Joy of Christmas is Christ; for

without Him there would be no

Christmas.

The Heart of Missions
Christmas Offering

John 3:16

Our mission is to spread "Joy"

around the world through Christ

Jesus. He alone can bring Joy to

the hearts of men. w omen, boys, and

girls as they trust Him as their personal

Savior,

The Heart of Missions is God giving His own
Son to be our Savior-a gift He gave to the WHOLE
world.An offering to make Him known to the nations

is vour sift back to God.

Your Christmas contribution provides

ongoing support for the fields of

ministry around the world, where we

are partnering to build the Kingdom of

God. through preaching the Gospel and

winning the lost to Christ.

Please prayerfully consider receiving

a special offering during the month of

December and sending it as a Gift to Jesus

for Foreign Missions

QMM&
ERNATIONAL

I OKI II. N MISSIONS

PO Box 39, Ayden, NC 28513

252-746-4963

email: direetor@ofwbi.org

CAMP MORELOS MEXICO
AUGUST 7-7 5, 2070

BY RAQUEL AGUERO
Since 1WS, the Free Will Baptist Church of Mexico has

held an annual camp in Morelos. This N ear there was doubt

that the camp could be held. A couple of weeks before camp
there was heavy rain and severe flooding. Many bridges were

washed out and the road to Morelos was impassable. There is,

however, a mining companv located in the same area as the

camp, so the road was repaired with haste.

We were so excited when we heard, at the last minute, that

we could go to camp. There was a special jov in our hearts.

Camp took on a new meaning. The children and teens were

all attentive to the lessons and eager to learn. The games
w ere full of fun. The campfires brought us closer together

spiritually. God's presence was felt in every devotion and

worship service. The women seemed to work extra hard to

prepare delicious food for us to eat. Camp was just a delight.

We did miss some who had always been to the camp each

year, the Rev. and Mrs. Antonio Escobar, the Rev. Filemon

Avruero, and the Rev. Armado Duenes were unable to attend

because of health reasons. The Rev. Harold Jones and his wife,

Sandra were also unable to attend for the first time since the

beginning of camp. The Holv Spirit was present at all times.

Praise Cod!
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BAPTIZED TO FULFILL
ALL RIGHTEOUSNESS

PALAWAN, PHILIPPINES

BY LETECIA J. SEGAY

We held a baptism for seven new believers

who have surrendered their lives to obey the

Commandment of the Lord. This service was held

at the Balsahan Resort, through the efforts of the

brethren at the Emmanuel First Free Will Baptist

Church, under the leadership of the Pastor, the Rev.

Andrino Segay. Every time there is a baptism like

this, I always remember the exemplary Word of our

Lord Jesus in the book of Matthew 3:13-17 where

He submitted Himself to water baptism as the

fulfillment of righteousness according to Him. This

was the center of encouragement of the message

of Pastor Segay before he baptized the candidates.

Praise God for the seven new believers who have

committed their lives to the Lord.

Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto John,

to be baptized of him. But John forbad him, saying,

I have need to be baptized of thee, and comest thou

to me? And Jesus answering said unto him, Suffer

it to be so now: for thus it becometh its to fulfil all

righteousness. Then he suffered him. And Jesus,

when he was baptized, went up straightway out of

the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto

him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like

a dove, and lighting upon him: And lo a voice from

heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I

am wellpleased (Matthew 3:13-17).

The Rev. Andy Segay leads a prayer at the Baptism.

After the Baptism.

Commendation to the candidates of Baptism

From left: Brother Roger, Brother Jomar, Sister Evelyn,

and Sister Lourdes

BAPTISM
BULACAN, MANILA, PHILIPPINES

BY TESS F. CALUGAY
What a memorable day for us, the day of the

commitment of our Brother Jomar, Sister Evelyn, and
Sister Lourdes who obeyed the commandment of our

dear Lord Jesus Christ in water baptism. The service

was held at Vacas River, Norzagaray, Bulacan. Our
Pastor, Arnel Cuba, was the officiating minister. He
was assisted by Brother Roger Magadia. Everyone

was blessed with the testimony of each of the new
believers. We are praying that there will be more lost

people who will come to know Jesus and commit their

lives in water baptism very soon.

21



SUNDAY SCHOOL MINISTRY P0
- Bo* 39 * Ayden, NC 28513 • 252.746.4963 • www.ofwbsundayschool.org

CAMP SCHOLARSHIPS
FOR 201

1

The Sunday School Ministry awards camp scholarships each year

to young people ages 9-18 who wish to go to summer camp but

need financial assistance. The scholarship value will cover the cost

of the camp, with the exception of personal spending money. The

application must be accompanied by a letter from the pastor of the

church or the Sunday School superintendent substantiating the

financial need. When the selection is made, the applicant will be

notified and he/she must, in turn, inform the Sunday School Ministry

director of the camp they wish to attend, either at Cragmont or

Vandemere. The applicant or parent should complete the following

information and mail the form with the appropriate letters to the

Sunday School Ministry Director at P.O. Box 39, Ayden, NC 2851 3.

The application must be postmarked by December 31, 2010 in

order to be considered. If further information is needed, do not

hesitate to contact the Sunday School office at 252-746-4963 or

email: <director@ofwbsundayschool.org>.

NAME:

AGE: MALE: FEMALE: (PLEASE CHECK)

NAMES OF PARENTS OR GUARDIANS:

ADDRESS:

CITY: STATE: ZIP:

PHONE (with area code): CHURCH:

CONFERENCE:

Write a brief statement as to why you want to go to camp and why you need the financial assistance

(Use extra paper, if needed).
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and a
Significance in Christ as a Young Adult

with Wyatt Harvey

And they call themselves the Tribe.

That is the name my youth group

chose. The oldest teens in the Church,

13 to 19, go to the youth group

my wife and I lead with classes on

Sunday morning and Sunday nights,

as well as Wednesday nights. Let me
say first and foremost that I love them

and may be a little bit biased, but I am
proud of my group. Not because they

are mine, of course. Because they

are not mine at all, they all belong to

Jesus Christ.

That is how the name came about.

You see, in Revelation 5:5, Jesus

Christ, the Son of God, is called the

Lion of the Tribe of Judah. When
the older youth of Union Chapel of

Plymouth, North Carolina (my home
church), decided on a name, they

chose Tribe, because they belong

to Jesus. Jesus Christ is the Lion of

the Tribe of Judah, and if you want

to be affiliated with any group or club

name, you want to be affiliated with

Jesus. He is our Savior, our Master,

and the Lion of the Tribe of Judah, so

we all chose to be in His Tribe. We
belong to Jesus Christ.

I chose to write on this because

this creative, yet loyal and admiring,

thought process is something the

youth and our young adults bring to

the faith. Young adults sometimes are

even better at envisioning the faith as

a relationship with God, not a religion.

To embrace Jesus Christ out of love

and desire instead of tradition alone

inspires the world in an all new way,

and this brings a significant role to the

youth and to young adults in Christ

Jesus.

This brings me to two young ladies,

whom I have known since they were

no more than about 13. They are

now young college women and out

on their own, shining their light and

the Love of Jesus for the world.

They have both, in the last couple

of years, had a chance to shine

that light overseas, and chose to

do so as exchange students. One,

Miss Michelle Cox, went to Iceland,

wrote about it, blogged about it, and

Facebooked about it, and gave glory

to God Almighty for the chance to

share her faith with people so very,

very far from home. The other, Miss

Ashley Matthews, has recently gone

to England, where someone promptly

told her, "Here, faith is a private thing."

Well, Ashley Matthews is not one to

buckle; instead, she shares the faith

more and more in her writings, her

blog, and her Facebook, but most

importantly with all those around her.

These two young adults are doing

something many older people would

not. Many of us would just go for

the experience and the vacation and

the chance to see something new;

instead, these lovely young women
have taken the chance to show
others something new. The faith, as

a relationship.

I have a dear friend named Danny

Leonard. Danny is a young man in

the National Guard. While serving in

active duty, he nightly prayed that he

would have the chance to get "called

up" in a unit to actually see Iraq or

Afghanistan. No, he did not desire

action or conflict or combat. No, he

did not want to be an "American hero"

and spread combat in the desert

sands. He was praying because he

was a chaplain, and he desperately

wanted to go into the front lines where

our men and women would need the

comfort of the loving, almighty Father

God and the saving grace of the Son,

our Lord Jesus. He also sought the

opportunity to share with a Muslim

world the Truth— Jesus Christ.

That is God's warrior, Danny

Leonard, and his youthful mind, in

action.

Can we embrace this kind of call

to action? Can we stand out on the

frontlines of our own war zones and

call out to a dying world the love of

Christ? I surely hope so. But, I do know
this: God has a place for all these in

their youth who are carving the name
of Jesus into the very stone tablets

of current events. Unashamedly

declaring the love and divinity of Jesus

Christ, not in church, where everyone

will agree with them and applaud

them, but in a darkened world full of

hate and the lack of God. They are

raising the banner high, praise God!

Yes, there is a significance of Jesus

Christ in young adulthood, and I think

they are on the brink of an age where

they can and will accomplish more

perhaps than our generation ever

did.

I thank God for each and every one

of them, and I thank Him that I was
here to see it coming.

The next time you see a young

person supporting Christ, you support

them. It is time.
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Celebrating 100 Years ofMinistry

"A Century ofGrace"
A $100,000Journey to your

OFWB Conventions 100th Annual Session

May 22-24, 2012

71^ per day or $5 per week or $25 per month

That's all it takes to make this 100th anniversary campaign a success.

For the next 100 weeks the OFWB Headquarters is inviting you to join

our celebration. Sunday School classes, Adult and Youth Choirs, Men's

Fellowships, Layman's Leagues, Woman's Auxiliaries, Youth Groups,

Deacon Boards, Church Athletic Teams... so many different groups with

so many different ways to achieve this great goal.

BAKE SALES

YARD SALES

BENEFIT SUPPERS

CAR WASHES

SPECIAL OFFERINGS

DONUT SALES

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS

PENNIES IN A BOTTLE

All proceeds will be used to establish a solid foundation for the

development of present and future projects and programs designed to

benefit all churches in our great denomination. Join us today and help to

fulfill God's great calling to become greater servants for His Kingdom.

Contact us at (252) 746-4963 or by e-mail at <buddy.sasser@ofwb.org>.

Our mailing address is OFWB Headquarters, P.O. Box 39, Ayden, North

Carolina 28513.
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May your days be filled

with sunshine

And your evenings with

peaceful rest
}

May your heart express

true thankfulness

For all that

God has blessed.

Happy Thanksgiving

from the Staffofyour

OFWB Headquarters



NC FOUNDATION FOR CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES
619 W. Main Street • Mount Olive, NC 28365

919.658.3855 • wraper@moc.edu

NO FINANCIAL BARRIER TO EDUCATION FOR
CHRISTIAN MINISTRY

BY DR. W. BURKETTE RAPER
A major goal of the North Carolina

Foundation For Christian Ministries is

to help remove the financial barrier to an

education for Original Free Will Baptists

who are called to Christian Ministry.

To this end, The Foundation has

established the "Shepherd's Fund" for

scholarships to assist those who wish to

"Study to show themselves approved

unto God, [workmen who need] not to

be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of

truth," (2 Timothy 2:15).

By the end of the 2010-2011 academic

year, the Foundation will have provided

scholarships totaling more than $100,000

for ordained and licensed ministers, and
others who are preparing for various

phases of ministry in the work of Original

Free Will Baptists. The "Shepherd's Fund"
is composed of gifts and endowment
income designated for this purpose.

A Special Word for Those Called to Pastoral Ministry

The historical setting for describing the work of a pastor to that of a

shepherd is beautifully described in these words:

"The Oriental shepherd was responsiblefor hisflock in the widest sense; he gathered

the sheep together, searchedfor the lost, tended the sick, guarded themfrom attack

and led them into thefold or to goodpasture?

(A Theological Word Book of the Bible, Alan Richardson).

Our word "pastor" comes from a Latin root, which means, "shepherd." For

biblical references regarding the role of a shepherd, note the following words

ofJesus:

• "I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep,"

(John 10:11);

• "Feed my lambs," (John 21:15); and

• "Feed my sheep," (John 21:16, 17).

It was out of this biblical context that the North Carolina Foundation For

Christian Ministries established the "Shepherd's Fund" for the education of

those called to Christian Ministry.

NORTH CAROLINA FOUNDATION FOR CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES
A Foundation for the Future of Original Free Will Baptists

Equipping Original Free Will Baptists for Christian Ministry

The Shepherd's Fund
Scholarships for those preparing for Christian vocations

History of Awards
Number of Awards Amount

9 $17,600.00

11 16,486.84

13 15,548.00

15 22,808.50

17 32.000.00

65

Academic Year

2006-2007

2007-2008

2008-2009

2009-2010

2010-2011 (Projected)

Five-Year Totals $104,443.34

Christian Vocations
For Scholarship purposes, the Foundation defines

"Christian Ministry" as pastoral services or a vocation in

an institution, organization, or program that is under the

auspices of the Church, including all ministries of the

Convention of Original Free Will Baptists.

In addition to pastoral service, applicants may apply for

scholarship in preparation for Christian vocations in youth

ministry, church music, counseling, chaplaincy, services to

the elderly, teaching, and other callings related to the work

of the Church.
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WOMAN'S AUXILIARY

Emmanuel Retreat
September 1 0-1 2, 201

0

In the past, efforts have been made to collect obituaries of Free Will Baptist ministers for the Free Will

Baptist Historical Collection. Because of the interest in genealogical research, The Collection has enlarged

its emphasis by adding obituaries of Free Will Baptist laypersons.

"By far the largest volumes of inquiries we receive (and we receive many) deal directly with genealogy,"

says Gary Barefoot, Curator of the Collection. "We try to scan newspapers and other news media for

death notices, but certainly we do not always see the notices of such of all Free Will Baptists. It would be

helpful if family members and friends of deceased Free Will Baptists would clip the obituaries and send to

us or send them by e-mail. This would enrich our preservation of FWB denominational history."

Mr. Barefoot suggests that perhaps each church could have someone designated to perform this

work, but anyone wishing to help could certainly do so whether designated or not. Anyone wishing to

help in this important matter may mail notices to: FWB Historical Collection, Moye Library, Mount Olive

College, 634 Henderson Street, Mount Olive, NC 28365 or email them directly to Gary Barefoot, Curator,

at <gbarefoot@moc.edu>. If additional information is needed, contact Gary Barefoot at (919) 658-7827

or at the e-mail address above.
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CAMP VANDEMERE 215 NW 3rd Street • Vandemere, NC 28587 • (252) 745-3171 • www.campvandemereministries.embarqspace.com

Summer has come and gone. It really seemed to have

just slipped by, although I know it didn't. We were extremely

busy here and I'm sure everyone else's summer was that

way, also. By the time you read this, we will have had our

annual Singing by the River. Time goes by quickly, just as

life itself. The Bible says in James 4:14: "Whereas ye know
not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life? It

is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then

vanisheth away." That's why I think we need to treat every

day like it's the last time we'll have the chance to witness

to someone that might be lost! We never need to think

that everyone around us is already saved; even in church.

We should always take the opportunity to speak up for

our Lord, Jesus Christ! During the summer while visiting in

another city, someone told me of a comment that an elderly

Christian lady made. She said that "there would probably

be a lot of sinners in the church we were to attend that

Sunday." I thought, oh how true that is. Yes, churches are

full of sinners; some saved by God's grace and some that

are not. The sad fact is that lots of people think that they

will automatically go to Heaven just because they: go to

church, or have their name on the church roll, or have been

baptized; and the list goes on. The Bible says in John 8:32:

"And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you
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free." Truth is, the ONLY way we will inherit Heaven is, as

the Bible teaches in Ephesians 2:8; "For by grace are ye

saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the

gift of God," and in Romans 10:9-10: "That if thou shalt

confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe

in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead,

thou shalt be saved. For with the heart man believeth unto

righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made
unto salvation." All we have to do is to trust Jesus, ask Him

into our hearts, and we can be saved. It's just that simple!

This year at The camp, there have been 49 first-time

decisions or rededications for Christ. People young and old

have come to Christ because someone took time to share

Jesus with them. Some through songs, some through the

preached Word, some just through the lives others live.

No matter how or why, these lives will never be the same.

They can claim Heaven because Jesus lives in their hearts.

Can You?

I know I could write about many other things, but this is

our purpose here at Camp Vandemere. To provide a place

for people to fellowship together and share God's word.

Since the summer camps have ended, I have been reading

some historical documents about The camp. It's interesting

to learn that some things that were planned early on in



the camp's existence have now become reality. In other

words, the people had a vision! One of the documents

reads: "Improvements needed for Camp Vandemere:

New pool, new kitchen freezer, curtains at the windows,

paint walls, install wall board and our air conditioner in

store, pour cement floor in shop and wire, paint dorm

foyer walls, remove piano, install new seats or benches;"

and the list goes on. All of the items mentioned here have

been completed— and then some.

Then the next document reads: "Camp Vandemere

is launching an Expansion Program." I have included

this entire document on our new web page, <http://

campvandemereinc.org>. Everyone knows by now that

we are in the process of planning some new buildings.

Hopefully, by now, the Town ofVandemere has completed

their new zoning laws and we can go forward. This

process has taken more than a year to complete. I've

been asked, "Are we still going forward?" The answer is,

"yes." We have a need and God has blessed this place

in the past to reach its goals. God hasn't changed. He's

still God! Projects like the one we have in the planning

stages don't just happen. I'll quote one section in the old

document,

"HOW CAN WE DO IT

1. Each church is asked to double its budget to the

Camp.

2. Sunday School classes, men's fellowship (leagues),

. woman's auxiliaries adapting a project.

3. Individualsjoining the CampVandemere Lighthouse

Keepers Club.

4. Church organizations sponsoring camp weeks.

5. Individuals volunteering their time in directing and

working.

6. Sacrificial gifts from individuals.

7. Invest in endowment fund for The Camp.

8. Through wills, annuities and memorials."

It's amazing that even then, all of these ways of

support were met. Do we need something NEW? No, I

don't think so, just new ways of doing the same things.

This document was written some 25 years ago. Now
we are asking you to step up one more time and help

take Camp Vandemere to the next level. I, as the current

Camp Director, would like to think that somewhere in

the distant future, people will look back at what was, at

the time, "A VISION," and that they will make the same
comment.

May (jjod tru/y you!
Rick Price, Director

Memorial baptism in the river

DONT FORGET OUR
TROUT FISHING
TOURNAMENT ON
NOVEMBER 5-6.

Any paying adult can bring

one youth, 17 or under, free.
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COMMUNITY CONNECTION

Black Jack Building Project

Phase 1

On Sunday, August 8, 2010, Black Jack Church
enjoyed a time of fellowship as we dedicated our Phase

1 Building Project to The Lord. Guests including the

Architect, Contractors, and Interior Decorator of the

new construction as well as our remodeled facilities

were in attendance.

The expansion provides a New Bu ; lding with six

New Classrooms plus a room for Children's Church, a

Drive Thru and a beautiful new Welcome Center. Our
membership is also enjoying the remodeled Fellowship

Hall, Kitchen, Classrooms, Library, Nursery-Toddlers

rooms, Restrooms, Choir room, Board Room and
Memorial Wall.

We invite everyone to come
and visit and worship with us.

The oneyou can count on
Life will have its ups and downs, but you know

you'll be okay. Have you ever thought about those

who are dying because they have no food or clean

water? They don't have shelter or any way to go to

school. You need to praise God because you need

to learn, you have a roof over your head and you

have food and clean water. They have to drink dirty

water, but He provides. Pray for those who are like

that and thank God for the people that He created.

God takes care of us. You can always talk to God. If

you feel lonely, just talk to Him. He is faithful; He
is true; He will never forsake you or abandon you.

He hasn't forgotten those who don't have homes.

He loves you even when you reject Him. You know,

there may come a time in your life when you feel

like everything has gone wrong and you feel like

giving up, but DON'T! He is here for you. Just pray

to Jesus. Don't give up; just smile and say, "Jesus

loves me." He will never forsake you and He is only

a prayer away!

— Stormy Home, age 11 —
Member of Blended Fellowship

Ribbon cutting into Phase 1 Building Project

Welcome Center

Toddler Room
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A Celebration of Love,

Commitment, and Vision
Charles Edwin and Evelyn Bartlett Lancaster

Endowed Scholarship Fund

In celebration of Charles and Evelyn Lancaster's 65 th

wedding anniversary on June 18, 2009, their family honored

them by establishing the Charles Edwin and Evelyn

Bartlett Lancaster Endowed Scholarship Fund at Mount
Olive College. The surprise announcement was made at

their church, May's Chapel FWB Church. The Lancaster

Scholarship will be awarded annually to an Original Free

Will Baptist student attending MOC.
Charles and Evelyn have three children; Charles R.

Lancaster and wife, Harriet of Wilmington; Barbara E.

Lancaster and husband, the Rev. Frank Harrison of Mount
Olive; J. Reb Lancaster and wife, Debra of Kinston; seven

grandchildren and five great-grandchildren; sister, Margaret

L. Matthews of Goldsboro and brother, Michael R. Lancaster

of Black Creek.

Charles and Evelyn's story of love, commitment, and

vision for each other and for the Lord began in the Black

Creek community where they attended Daniel's Chapel

FWB Church. Their commitment was so strong that they

even traveled back to Daniel's Chapel two Sundays a month
after moving their young family to Kinston in 1946. Charles

and Evelyn's vision for people to know the Lord led them
to help establish two new churches in Kinston. Emmanuel
Baptist Church, established in 1955, began in the living

room of their Kinston home. However, their roots in the

Free Will Baptist denomination eventually led Charles and
Evelyn to the First FWB Church in Kinston. In 1977 they

helped establish Westside FWB Church in Jack and Marlene
Everett's garage.

No matter where the Lord led Charles and Evelyn, they

served the Lord in love, commitment, and vision. After

moving to Mount Olive in 1980, they once again sought

out a church where they could serve the Lord as active

members. They began attending May's Chapel FWB Church
in Dudley—a place where they could serve. Charles taught

Sunday School, sang in the choir and quartet, served as a

deacon, and was always present. At Sunday School and
Wednesday Bible Study he usually had something to add to

the lesson. Even after he lost full use of his voice, he never

missed an opportunity to lift others up in audible prayer

and sing praises to the Lord.

Charles went home to be with the Lord on August 2,

2010. His daughter finds solace in her vision of him praising

the Lord and singing with the heavenly choir with a strong

voice. His pastor said, "Charles was a humble, gentle man;

he loved everybody and everybody loved him. In fact, the

last words he said to me were, "I love you."

On the day he died, several young people from church

put on "facebook,"

Amazing man; will he truly missed.

His faith in God and work in the church and community

will live on!

Heaven got a little sweeter.

A fine Christian man; he will truly he missed.

Cherished memories of Charles Lancaster continue

to live on in the hearts of all that loved him. And now
through the Lancaster Endowment, Charles and Evelyn's

love, commitment, and vision for the future can continue.

Gifts in memory of Charles Lancaster and in honor of

Evelyn Lancaster may be sent to Mount Olive College, 634

Henderson Street, Mount Olive, NC 28365.

Ten Lepers Cured

Nine returning not, swayed into a trance

Then multiplyingforms ofidolflesh,

walked the way ofcertain death

Often, one thankful returnedgiving

In the light ofJesus' shadow knelt

Revived unto communion breath.

— Scotty McCoy —
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Look Out Betty White
SUBMITTED BY STEVE ROMAN
At age 88, Betty White may be famous

for her TV acting on Mary Tyler Moore

and Golden Girls shows, as well as her

movies such as You Again, but at 91 years

old, the retired Reverend W. H. Willis has

still got it, too!

The Rev. Willis conducted communion
service for World Communion Sunday
and brought the message to Westside

Church in Kinston on October 3. He had a

little help getting up the three steps to the

pulpit, but after that it was all God and

W.H. Willis. He spoke with great power,

passion, and confidence from Revelation

2:1-7. He shared his personal testimony

of his test of faith in World War 2 while

under attack. He told us there are three

types of church people: Shirkers (who

show up Sunday mornings, sit on a pew,

and leave), Jerkers (who do a little and

criticize what's being done), and Workers
(who gladly work in the church). He also

shared with us his great love for his wife

who passed away on October 5, 2000

after a battle with Parkinson's Disease.

It was very obvious she was the love of

his life.

The Rev. Willis entered the ministry in

1945 at Mosley's Creek, located between
Fort Barnwell and Dover, went to other

churches in between, and retired at

Mosley's Creek.

The entire congregation was touched

by his message and filled with the Holy

Spirit. When he was told what a great

message he had, he would just say, "I give

the good Lord all the credit." I just say,

"WOW at 91 years old and still serving

the Lord—what's our excuse?"

So, again, look out Betty White—W. H.

Willis is in town.

St. Paul Church, Elizabeth City

has Homecoming

St. Paul Church had Homecoming on October

3, 2010. The morning message was brought by the

supply pastor, the Rev. Steve Hargrove, "The Joy of the

Cross." The invitation was sung by Mrs. Vicki Littrell

and was inspirational. A wonderful meal was enjoyed

by everyone following the morning service. If you are

ever in the Elizabeth City area on Sunday morning we
would love to have you visit. We are a little church,

but we have a big heart!

The Sunday School LIFE Mobile Ministry

is rolling along. Pictured above is Mary

Dudley presenting Darren Davenport funds

received from a recent trip. The resources

that are on the Sunday School RV come
from the FWB Press and in this way,

together we are supporting this ministry.

If you would like to have the RV at your

church for an occasion, please contact Ms.

Dudley at (252) 746-4963 or <director@

ofwbsundayschool.org>.
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House of Prayer Holds Revival

The Rev. Roger Motsinger and his wife, Deb.

BY PEBBLES JOYCE
The Rev. Carlee Stallard and The House of Prayer in

Kernersville, NC held a revival September 20-24, 2010. The

Rev. Roger Motsinger, of Friendly Chapel in Greensboro,

NC, was the guest evangelist. The Rev. Motsinger was first

called to preach at The House of Prayer many years ago.

The Rev. Roger Motsinger preached 5 strong messages:

Romans 6:1-2: Shall We Continue in Sin that grace

may abound? God forbid! (vv. 12-15). Not to yield your

members as instruments of unrighteousness to sin, but

yield yourselves to God (v. 23). For the wages of sin is

death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our

Lord.

Isaiah 6:1-8: When Was the Last Time You Saw God 7

Man of unclean lips and a people of unclean lips. God
touched and purged sin away.

Acts 2:42-47: Characteristics of a Spiritual Church: A
church filled with the Holy Spirit. A church that has a holy,

godly leader. All church members need to really seek God
everyday.

Jeremiah 6:16-17: Walking in the Old Paths: We are

not to waver in the old time Bible teachings that God
intended for us to read, the King James Version. God is the

same today and requires the same of His people as He did

many years ago. Have a daily prayer life. Be humble and
turn from your wickedness. Return to love and love your

brother. Have real, genuine compassion for one another.

2 Timothy 4:1-5: Preach The Word: Stay strong in

God's true word and not listen to fables. People in the

church need to be of one mind and one accord for spiritual

blessings from God.

Revival was surely a spiritual enhancement for all those

attending. God's spirit was so alive and so powerful! The

House of Prayer held a chicken supper on that Friday

evening in honor of evangelist Roger Motsinger and his

wife, Deb. Thank vou Lord for such a wonderful revival!

The Rev. Carlee Stallard

Celebrates 83 rd Birthday

BY PEBBLES JOYCE
The Rev. Carlee Stallard of The House of Prayer in Kernersville, NC will

celebrate her 83rd birthday of November 20, 2010. She has been the pastor

of The House of Prayer for 40 years. Ms. Carlee still stands every Sunday
morning, Sunday night, and Wednesday night to preach the Word of God.

What a great preacher. The spirit just beams and glows from Ms. Carlee

both inside and out—like bright sunshine. Just being around her loving

personality and compassion for others touches all hearts with happiness.

God has amazingly blessed The House of Prayer and Ms. Carlee. The
House of Prayer truly loves, respects, and adores her. Happy Birthday and

may God give you many, many more!
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News from First Church, Goldsboro
The members of the First FWB Church of

Goldsboro are reaching their community by

serving with EXPECTATION! The Pastor,

the Rev. John Hill, along with support from

the Rev. Frank Flowers, the congregation

is doing its best to spread the Kingdom of

God in inner city Goldsboro. Now, with

the hiring of Nick Lewis as Youth Minister,

the congregation is expecting to reach for

a higher level of commitment to God's call

and mission in the inner city.

On August 13, the church sponsored a

School Supply Give Away to elementary

age students in the inner city. They gave

away 100 prepared packages of paper,

notebooks, crayons/colored pencils, glue,

hand sanitizer, colored markers, a ruler, and

pencils. All were distributed at Herman

Park with free hot dogs and drinks provided

by the Loyalty Sunday School Class.

On August 14, members of the New
Life Sunday School Class, along with the

pastor, youth minister, and other volunteers

went to Mount Olive College to help

incoming freshmen move into the dorms.

They also provided prepared packages

of microwavable noodles, Pop-Tarts s
,

popcorn, and other items. First Church

of Goldsboro, along with many other Free

Will Baptist churches were excited to see

these students arrive for a new beginning

in their maturity.

On August 1, 15, and 29, the church

hosted a Community Choir opportunity.

The church, along with members from

Casey's Chapel, Bethel, Kenly, Stoney

Creek, Pleasant Hill, and Spring Hill FWB
Churches, is practicing for a mass choir

musical service on Sunday, October 24,

2010. The music is upbeat and they sing

with great heart. The choir is also joined

by First African Baptist Church (a non-

FWB church) from inner city Goldsboro.

The presentation is sure to be reviving and

uniting!

On August 19 and 23, the church was

represented at open houses at Meadow
Lane Elementary and Greenwood Middle

School to promote a free after-school

program hosted at the church in partnership

with the Wayne County Extension Agency

and the Rev. Howard Scott. The program

will meet on Tuesdays and Thursdays

for 30 weeks during the school year. The

day will include a snack and program for

at-risk children in the grades 4-7. The

programming will focus on prevention of

the use ofdrugs, alcohol, and tobacco. It will

also include programming for homework

assistance and group experiments in

science, public speaking, cooking, and

other enrichment activities. This program

is free for all students in Wayne County, yet

a shuttle will transport children from only

two schools and will also receive children

from another by a local in-route school

bus. After the program, students will be

encouraged to remain for Bible study and

games.

Other ministries planned are to develop

a program of support for teachers of the

two identified schools by providing an

"appreciation lunch" and other small gifts

during the year to develop relationship with

faculty andstaff. The church will alsosponsor

an award for awards day for one teacher

and one student who exhibit excellence

in citizenship and professionalism. These

schools have been underserved by other

agencies and churches and have proven to

be an excellent connection for the church

and the school.

One final program to be started is still

in the development stage. Local principles

and PTA presidents have identified a great

need for students. With the economic

downturn, many families are struggling to

make ends meet. For some, this means food

stamps and WIC. For others who make

too much money to qualify, or those who

are simply too proud to seek assistance,

students are coming to school hungry. The

school system provides breakfast and lunch,

however, for many students that is all they

receive. When school is out for weekends

or holidays, children do not eat—or are

lucky to receive even one meal per day.

The First FWB Church is planning to

provide "backpack meals" to an identified

group of students. The school social worker

will identify these students and the church

will provide a package of food items for

students to take home on the weekends.

Each student will be given a backpack with

food on Friday. On Monday the students

will return the backpack so the process will

begin again. Items in the backpack will

include at least one: protein, vegetable,

fruit, grain/bread, and a miscellaneous.

For example, the pack may include: one

canned Spaghetti and meatballs, one

canned peaches or pears, one package of

dried fruit (raisins), package of popcorn,

package of graham crackers, a small jar

of peanut butter, and a package of juice

drink boxes. The total cost of these items

(depending on location) is around $5-$7

per backpack. Each bag will also include

appropriate information about Christ and

the church. At this time we are unsure of

the total number of needs. However, we

are committing to providing assistance to

at least some of those identified students.

We welcome your prayers during the

planning and implementation of these

plans for the 2010-2011 school year. With

God's help, we will see the Kingdom of

God spread and love, peace, mercy, and

kindness will reign in our hearts and lives

as we respond faithfully to God's call.

National Back to Church Sunday
The Kenly OFWB Church observed national Back to Church Sunday on

Sunday, September 23, 2010. In preparation for this Sunday, the church

members met and prepared a list of persons it was felt needed a special

invitation. The members then met and addressed special postcards prepared

for this occasion to be mailed. Various members offered to visit persons from

the prepared list; if the person one visited was not at home, a door hanger

was placed on the door knob. The membership rallied around this project

under the leadership of the Rev. Howard Scott, interim pastor.

This project proved to be a great success. It brought our members together

as they worked on the project; many worked with members in a different

way than usual. We all saw wonderful results from the persons who were

contacted in the various ways. We are still seeing sonie of these persons in

attendance. This is a project we will probably carry out in the future.

If your church has never taken part in national Back to Church Sunday, we

encourage you to do so.



My Journey through Theological Education (continuedfrom page 3)

program classes on campus. At

the break, I gave Mr. Daughtry my
business card and said, "When this is

finalized let me know. I want to pursue

a Master's degree but am not quite

certain how to do so. I have gone so far

as to talk with Campbell." The next day,

I received a momentous email stating

that Mount Olive College was speaking

to Campbell. Thus, my feelings were

confirmed and I felt the hand of God
directing this path. I applied and was
accepted.

As I look back upon my life, I do not

think I would have charted my journey

in the manner that it has followed.

Surely I would have forgone some
heartache. I would have set aside some
disappointments. Yet, I also recognize

that God has walked alongside of me
and I am blessed as well as thankful to

a God who forgives us and continues

to use us.

I am now at the end of another

milestone in my theological education.

In December, if all goes as planned, I

will complete the Masters of Divinity

program. I am already looking toward

the next step. Yet, as I look over the

history of this journey, I see God at

work. I did not have to go into debt to

accomplish what I have done. Quite

the contrary, for two semesters, I had

surplus balances. When there has been

a need, somehow, God has provided a

way.

Of even greater importance, my
church folk, who have been so

supportive of this task, have stated how
they have seen me grow over the last

few years. Again, I give God thanks,

for I knew I would gain, but the church

needed to see growth and /or maturity

as well. I am better equipped to exegete

the scriptures, to counsel those who are

hurting, to administer to the issues the

church faces. I have gained a greater

appreciation for the mysterious, and

continue to seek answers to questions.

The educational pursuit has been worth

the time, the resources, and the effort.

In some way, I hope and pray that I am
providing an example for my children

who will follow in my footsteps.

When I first went into the ministry,

my dad called one day and asked what
I was doing. I answered, "Daddy, this is

so new to me. I am still trying to figure

out what a preacher is supposed to be

doing." Today, I have a better insight

and better tools to do what a preacher

is supposed to do, but it is a continual

search, a continual hunger. I am not

certain that theological education will

ever end. I may obtain the degrees,

I may write the papers, I may do the

research, but each day brings new
challenges and new questions, and, as

such, I continue to learn.

I am grateful to my professors who
set a wonderful example and provided

food for thought. I have often said that

if someone were to tell me that I would
be a candidate for a graduate degree,

15 years ago, I would have laughed at

them. Yet, God has brought me here and

we are about to accomplish just such

a goal. Therefore, in my educational

pursuits, I say, "To God be the glory!"

Journey to

Bethany
Devotion 2011 manual

Journey to Bethany

$7.25

Layman's League Bible Study

Isaiah: The Prophet to the Kings

$6.25

Plus tax and shipping, ifapplicable

Available Beginning November 22
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In Concert
The Talley Trio and

The Wilmington Celebration Choir

Friday, December 3, 2010 @ 7 p.m.

Jackson Heights OFWB Church
285 Camellia Street

Kinston, NC

Tickets

$10 for adults • $5 for children 10 years and under
(only 350 tickets available)

Doors open at 6 p.m.
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NORTH CAROLINA FOUNDATION
FOR CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES

A Foundationfor the Future ofOriginal Free Will Baptists

Board of Directors

Donnie E. Lassiter, Chair

Selma OFWB Church, Selma, NC

W. Burkette Raper, President

Mount Olive OFWB Church, Mount Olive, NC

Charles L. McLawhorn, Vice President

Bethany OFWB Church, Winterville, NC

Donald Ribeiro, Secretary-Treasurer

Pastor, Ormondsville OFWB Church, Maury, NC

Ronnie Hobgood, Pastor

LaGrange OFWB Church, LaGrange, NC

Judy H. Thaanum
Mount Zion OFWB Church, Vandemere, NC

c/3 New Director c/3

DAN TAYLOR, JR.
A Certified Financial Planner and Philanthropic

Consultant, Wells Fargo Company and a member
of Friendship OFWB Church, Farmville, NC. He will

succeed the late Walter Reynolds (1926-2009),

founding director of The Foundation Board

Footprints con vey that someone hasgone before us,

Leaving us a marked way;
*Jj$ And remind us that ive also can leave a marked way

For those who come after us.

Principal Office Address
619 West Main Street

Mount Olive, NC 28365

Telephone: (919) 658-3855

Email: wraper@moc.edu

Bertie H. Sanders

Administrative Assistant

Telephone: (919) 658-5250

Fax: (919) 635-3777

All officers and members of the Board of Directors voluntarily contribute their services to the work of the Foundation.

For more information on the NC Foundation for Christian Ministries, please see page 26.
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F/7« Month's Features:

• Suggestions/Guidelines for Writing a Church History

• On Mary: An Anxious Advent Reflection

• I Am the Lamb
• A Promise in the Dark

CMerry Christmas



the Original Free Will Baptist

MONTHLY PLANNE

2010
Foreign Missions Month

This is a calendar of major denominational events. Also included are some regular holidays and special days/seasons of the Christian year.

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

/ 2

Christmas by

Candlelight

7 P.M

Southern Bank

Auditorium

3 4

5

Second

Sunday

of Advent

6 7 8 9 10 11

12

Third

Sunday

of Advent

13 14 15 16 17 18

19

Fouth

Sunday

of Advent

20 21

First Day

of Winter

22 23 24

Christmas Eve

25

Christmas

26 27 28 29 30 31

New Year's Eve

Notes:

January:

February:

1 7—Campus Visitation Day @ 9 a.m.

Faculty Art Exposition (January 1 7-February 14)

15—Carolina Piano Trio, Rodgers Chapel @ 7:30 p.m.

19—FWB Church Night, 5 p.m. & 7 p.m.

26—Winter Glitz: "Experience Savannah," Alumni Dining Room, 6 p.m.
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REFLECTIONS
with C. H. Overman

Another Highlight

This past October 31 was my 80 th

birthday. Yes, I was born on Halloween.

My mother never figured out if I was

a trick—or treat. Of course I am fully

convinced that I was a treat. When I

was in my thirties, I wondered if I would

be living at the beginning of the next

century. Well, I am now 10 years in it and

how thankful I am.

Upon the insistence of my family, I

finally agreed to the idea of a birthday

celebration. As plans were put in place it

became more and more involved; but it

certainly turned out great in all respects.

With the help of the Rose Hill Church

family, my immediate family, it turned

out just great. Members of my family

participated in the program, and other

extended family members were present.

My nieces and nephew from my home
church, Union Grove, participated

with special music, my grandchildren

also. Others from Rose Hill Church

also played a part. It was in all respects

another highlight in my life for which I

am very thankful.

The Central Conference
In 1955,1 joined the Central Conference

of OFWB. One year earlier I had moved

to the new parsonage at Spring Branch

Church, near Walstonburg, NC. I had

also accepted the pastorate of Grimsley

Church near Maury, NC.The '55 session

was meeting at the (old) Marlboro

Church, Farmville. I had also enrolled at

Atlantic Christian College to complete

my two years toward an AB degree. Back

then the Conference met for two days.

After joining on the first day, I was absent

on the second day due to classes at ACC;
however, in my absence I was elected as

secretary and served in that capacity for

several years. It has been a great privilege

to be a part of the oldest Conference

among Original Free Will Baptists.

This year's 262 nd conference met on

November 4 at the La Grange First FWB
Church. It was perhaps the best attended

in several years, with about 200 ministers,

delegates, and visitors in attendance. The

reason—there was an important decision

to be made concerning the ordination

of women. When the vote was counted,

it was a "no" vote. Thus, the Central

Conference joins three other conferences

in not allowing the ordination ofwomen.

This means there is a discrepancy between

our conferences. Just how or when, or if

at all, it will ever be settled remains to be

seen.

Thanks For Your Prayers
On October25,through the Convention

office e-mail addresses, I requested prayer

in reference to a blood disorder known

as MDS, a treatable but non-curable

disease. So far, none of the procedures

have brought any notable improvement.

Thus, I request your continual prayer. We
believe all things are possible with God. I

am feeling pretty much like an 80-year-

old usually feels and I am continuing my
usual activities, etc.

New Features:

• Links to FWB Ministries

• Printing Services

• News & Events

• Personnel Profiles

• Sunday School

Curriculum Information

• Opportunities to Support

www .fakpH/M.C&trv
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On Mary:
An Anxious Advent Reflection

By The Reverend Marc J. Boswell

I am a worrier. It doesn't always show, but, I promise you,

the anxiety is there. I worry about classes that I am taking and

whether or not I'm keeping up with all of the requirements.

I worry about money. I worry about being a good husband. I

worry that UNC's men's basketball team will have another

dismal season as they did last year. I worry about being faithful

to my denomination while living as a migrant (or in exile) in the

almost bankrupt state of Illinois—though Chicago is a pretty

nice place, except for the cold winters.

Iworryaboutshiftingdemographics in apost-industrial United

States and what that means for the small, rural communities in

which many ofour churches are located. I worry, too, about our

ministries to and for our young adults who increasingly have to

move to metropolitan cities to find education and employment

in the growing service industries. I worry about friends who

have unnecessary hurdles placed before them in their pursuit of

ordained ministry. And to add to the list, I worry that some of

our small churches think that they somehow are "dying" because

the congregation is ageing or numbers aren't what they used to

be. I've yet to be in a place that qualifies as a "dying church" as

long as the good news is proclaimed and God's spirit is present.

I suppose, though, that this time of the year is appropriate

for my anxiety. This time in which the church awaits the birth

of the Savior is an anxious time. It's been a year since we've

formally celebrated the coming (i.e., advent) of the light, peace,

and goodwill ofGod made available through the birth, ministry,

death, and resurrection of Christ. And this year, like many, has

continued to be marked by war, political histrionics, threatened

book burnings, a steady, high unemployment rate, and our own
share of denominational woes and worries.

For wisdom, I find myself turning to Mary, the mother of

Jesus, in this particular advent season. Surely she knew what it

was like to worry. Surely she would be familiar with my anxiety.

Not only did she receive the frightening appearance of an angel,

the news that she would bear "God with us," Immanuel, in her

virgin womb, but, upon the birth ofson, Jesus, she would need to

flee Israel to a foreign country (Egypt) as a political and religious

refugee escaping the wrath of Herod.

Mary, a not quite yet married teenager, worried about whether

or not her betrothed husband-to-be would "quietly divorce"

her or go through with the marriage. This doesn't even begin

to address the anxiety that had to come along with the lack of

healthcare available to poor, peasants living outside the metro

area ofJerusalem. Certainly, the pre-natal care available to Mary

was not comparable to what she might receive in our present

time, and which is still largely unavailable to millions ofwomen

living in poverty in the U.S. and in so-called underdeveloped

countries.

Nonetheless, Mary found reason and strength to "treasure

in her heart" all the things the angel told her (Luke 2:19).

She found reason to "magnify the Lord in her soul" and trust

that God was filling the bellies of the hungry and sending the

rich away with nothing (Luke 1:46, 53). It is to this quiet and

melodious confidence ofMary that I turn in this anxious advent

season, and I find great comfort in this typically marginalized

figure in the Christmas story. In other words, I find in Mary

something more than just a vehicle through which Christ makes

his entry onto the world scene. I find in Mary the wisdom,

gracefulness, and love to accept the anxieties that marked her

day and to hold them in tension with a profound hope. Mary,

in a rather remarkable fashion, had hope in a God that could

change the course of history, who could challenge the power

of empires and kings, and who would make sure to take care of

and elevate the very people considered to be worthless in her

world— the poor, the non-productive, the ethnic or cultural

"other," the lowly, and the hungry. In Mary, I see the image of

a woman who most religious leaders of her day would claim to

be completely incapable of bearing any meaningful message,

revelation, or good news from the Lord their God. I'm glad

God acted through her, anyway. I'm glad God continues to work

through those whom religious leaders loudly proclaim can bring

no official good news from God.

So, as Jesus wept, likewise, I can continue to worry and be

anxious. As Jesus lamented over the city ofJerusalem before his

death and cried out in abandonment against God on the cross, so,

too, can I worry and plod along my journey, concerned with how

everything works out in the end. But, also, during this Advent

and Christmas season, I can treasure the good news ofJesus in

my heart. I can marvel at a God who works in extraordinarily

unexpected people and places. I can trust in a God who finds no

task impossible (Luke 1:37). I can look to Mary, appreciative of

her witness {martus) and labor pains, and find some peace and

comfort in an otherwise anxious world.

May the church continue to strive to be a place, not of

exclusion, book burnings, or fear, but a place where anyone's

feet can be washed, bread can be broken in abundance, and

glad tidings and goodwill to all people can be proclaimed to an

anxious, troubled world.
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A Promise in the Dark
By Elaine Swinson

Perhaps, it was the night sounds of the hospital

that kept us from sleeping. The jarring quietness was

filled with the squeaking of shoes; laughter from the

nurses' station; the "ding, ding, ding" of call bells from

patients' rooms; the rolling sounds of medicine carts;

and, too often, the sounds of those in pain needing

someone to comfort them.

Even though I often held my breath trying to remain

perfectly still, the awful groaning and creaking of the

plastic covered recliner, that was my home for many,

many days, continued to invade our minuscule space. I

tried to position it every night so I could look at mama
without moving.

Chasing thoughts in the darkness became a necessity

because time was coming to an end and there were still

so many things we needed to say. Mama called out my
name, "Elaine." For just a moment I thought of God
as he called Samuel's name while he lay upon his bed.

He finally had answered, "Here I am Lord" and I, too,

said to mama, "here I am, mama."

She had called my name an uncounted amount of

times during my lifetime, beckoning me to come... to

eat, to see something, to do something, to go with her,

or to love me. A fleeting thought entered my being

that I had sometimes not listened when she called. I

was too busy, or wanted to play longer, or didn't want

to do what she asked, and, was sometimes even angry

with her. Foolish now, I thought, to have wasted even

a moment by not answering.

I leaned closer to make sure I could get up quickly if

she needed something—maybe a drink of water or a

tissue. I would have given her the world if it had been

within my grasp. However, she just wanted to share a

thought with me that had suddenly filled her mind and

couldn't wait until the morning. It was, in fact, really

a promise she was asking of me.

Her voice was not very strong, but it seemed to have

more dimension with no one coming and going to

puncture the silence of the moment. "Elaine, I want

you to promise me that you and Alan, David, and

Phillip never talk about each other in a mean way;

that you always love each other and help out if one of

you needs something." I think, at that moment I knew
for sure that she was preparing to leave us behind to

handle things for ourselves.

Empty promises are often made in moments like

this to appease someone who wants their families to

reunite. The family members often pat the hands of

their loved one knowing in their hearts that none of

them would be willing to cross the bridges built during

years of disagreements. Instead, they would often

take the opportunity to make sure they are burned as

disagreements over land, money, and other "worldly"

items run rampant.

Without a moment's hesitation, I knew that I could

fulfill mama's request. My brothers and I argued,

fought, yelled, and were generally mean to each other

as we grew up. As we entered our adult years and left

behind our youth, we also left behind any dissension,

harboring no grudges. "Mama, I can promise you that

we will always love one another as much as we do right

this minute."

In a little while mama dozed off to sleep, able to check

off one of the things she needed to get done while she

had time. I remained awake thinking how blessed me
and my brothers were to believe in a God who would

help us to keep the promise I made to mama. It has

always been a mystery to me how families who turn

their back on the Lord can go through troublesome or

sorrowful times alone.

"I promise I will carry you to the zoo"; "I promise we

will have pizza for supper"; "I promise you a surprise if

you get your homework"; "I promise you a diamond

ring." Many of those promises are lightly made and

often fall through. You might even get another chance

to fulfill them.

Sadly, you will not get a "do over" if your promises

to accept and serve the Lord aVid to love others as

you love yourself are not kept. His promise to you is

eternal—is yours?
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IAm the Lamb
I'm looking for Him with anticipation;

Soon the great Shepherd of souls will return.

And as I await my Master's soon coming,

My heart thinks back to things I have done.

I can recall one day with the Shepherds,

Angels descended to tell of His birth;

I followed them to where He was sheltered;

To see God's child who had come down to earth.

There was a day, when many who followed,

To hear His voice and be blessed by His Words;

Were wearied and tired, and they were hungry;

With patience, they waited for food from the Lord.

With fishes and loaves He fed over five thousand,

But the food that I ate, was food for the soul.

Now I know from His Word that He is the Savior;

Someday He'll call me to His heavenly fold.

How My heart ached when I saw Him bleeding.

From that old Cross, His voice could be heard;

"Father forgive," for me He was pleading;

He gave me new life, by the power of His Word.

As closer I drew His blood fell upon me;

My life was changed, love flooded my soul.

He set me free from sin's condemnation.

On Calvary Hill, my Lord made me whole.

I am the Lamb that followed the shepherds to see the Babe.

I am the Lamb that saw Him feed five thousand one day.

And I am the Lamb that stood 'neath the cross on Calvary's Hill.

I am the Lamb His precious blood is cleansing still.

I am the Lamb that awaits His return someday from the sky;

And I am the Lamb that never, never, never shall die.

I am the Lamb that hears His voice as He leads the way.

I am the Lamb that will roam Heaven's hills with my Savior someday.

Waitus Howard Starling— ] 985



Suggestions/Guidelines

for Writing a Church History

As many of the older Free Will Baptist churches were

organized in the late summer or early fall of the year, fall

homecomings and anniversary celebrations of these beginnings

quite often come with some publication of a history of the

church. These histories range from a brief page in a church

directory or brochure to more comprehensive works published

in a booklet or book. Frequently, requests are made to the FWB
Historical Collection for information on various churches

and for some suggestions about how to put this material

together. Years ago, George W. Paschal, the Baptist historian,

published some ideas in an edition of the Biblical Recorder. In

1959, George Stevenson, a historian of the Free Will Baptists,

digested these ideas and made some additions. Since that time,

Gary Barefoot, Curator of the FWB Historical Collection, has

refined these ideas based on his work with The Collection

and with researchers endeavoring to write histories of specific

churches. Below is a list of guidelines/suggestions that will

direct one in such work.

The location of the church, or locations if it has had more

than one. The various name(s) of the church should be

given.

Some account of the conditions and events that led to the

establishment of the church is helpful to readers.

The story of the constitution/beginning of the church

—

founding or organizational date, officiating minister(s),

names of charter members and where they may have come

from (another church, etc.), where first meetings were

held, etc.

The various buildings of the church and dates of

construction along with pictures, if available.

Church membership, with dates of reception, baptism,

dismissal, transfer, marriage, death, etc. (This information

may be in an appendix.)

(continued next page)
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continuedfrom previous page

£Q Lists of church officers (clerks, treasurers, trustees,

deacons, etc.). List of pastors, dates of service, and perhaps

some statement of special service rendered by them.

(This information may be in an appendix.). Financial

information of budget growth, pastor's salaries, etc. might

be included.

CJ Cooperative work. Conference/Association/Convention

to which the church belongs. In an appendix, a list of

delegates over the years might be included as years that

such conferences met at the church being written about.

Information about the church's interest in and support of

denominational ministries and work (Children's Home,

Missions, etc.) over the years should be included.

B3 Some account of the Sunday School—organization and

growth through the years with notice of improved facilities,

specific work within departments, teachers of note, etc.

(Lists of superintendents and possibly teachers might be

in an appendix).

IB Information on any members whom the church licensed

or who were ordained as ministers from the church or

who were called as missionaries or into some other field of

religious work.

03 An account of the work of the organizations of the church

—

Woman's Auxiliary, Layman's League, youth organizations,

etc. with notice of presidents, leaders, officers, etc. (Lists of

such may be in an appendix).

£B Some account of the growth of the church—membership,

special revivals, when full-time pastorate began, when

services were held in early years and now, any splits or

major controversies, etc.

£Q Include copies of the Constitution and By-laws,

Incorporation papers (if incorporated), etc.

ID Appropriate photographs should be included, it desired.

Photographs cost more to reproduce, but they make a

history much more interesting.

CO Any tabulation of facts for which a place has not been

found in the body of the history may be included in

addition appendices.

When completed, the history should be published at expense

of the church and enough copies printed to give to every member

'and to supply a copy to the FWB Historical Collection at Mount

Olive College and to other libraries in the area of the church. At

least 10 copies should be kept in the church archives or vault.

Provision should be made for the preservation of the materials

used in the writing and production of the history, otherwise

it may be scattered or possibly destroyed. One problem often

encountered in finding original church records is that they may

be in the hands of individuals or families whose relatives may

have been clerks, etc. previously and are felt to belong to the

family. Church records belong to the congregation and not to

any individual member.

Special care should be exercised in the preservation of

original church records (minutes, deeds, etc.) Fireproof storage

cabinets need to be provided for safekeeping of the records.

If these have not been microfilmed, scanned, or digitized into

some machine-readable format, this should be done to assure

preservation should originals be destroyed or lost. Many
churches have deposited their older original records with the

FWB Historical Collection or have had them microfilmed

there. There is no charge tor this.

Also, remember that the Collection is available to anyone

desiring to do research related to Free Will Baptists tor any

interest as well as that of the writing of church histories. May
we help you? It is your Free Will Baptist Historical Collection.

For further information about preservation by

various means, contact:

Gary Barefoot, Curator,
FWB Historical Collection

Mount Olive College

Mount Olive, NC 28365

telephone: (919) 658-7827

email: gbarefoot@moc.edu

CHURCH & MINISTRY POSITIONS AVAILABLE

Little Rock Church is seeking a part-time Music Minister.

Contact: Yvonne Hedgepeth, Chair of Personnel Committee, at (252) 239-0979 or e-mail <yvonneh@
embarqmail.com> or Mary Katherine Rowe at (252) 239-1453 or e-mail <mrowe@wilson-co.com>.

^> The Rev. Jonathan L. Best is available for fill-in ministry. The Rev. Best is a Mount Olive College graduate and is

currently finishing his M.Div. at Campbell Divinity School. He is reliable, dependable, and experienced with

fill-in ministry. He can be contacted at (910) 514-321 1 or at <jonathanlbest@hotmail.com>.

^> Oak Grove Church, Bladenboro, NC, is looking for a full-time pastor. If you are interested, please contact

Jimmy Edwards at (910) 648-4632.
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OFWB INTERNATIONAL P.O. Box 39 • Ayden, NC 28513 • 252.746.4963 • www.ofwbi.org

Encouraging Visit to Istanbul
BY THE REVEREND METIN MINTAZ
The summer went fast in Istanbul.

Three new believers joined our church:

Erdal, Nalan, and Nur. After they

received Jesus Christ as their Savior, they

shared their testimonies of faith with

us and encouraged the other believers

with their life stories of faith. We thank

our affiliated church in Balchik for

sending Tezdjan and Medji who have

been encouraging us here at Istanbul

in August. Their visit was a blessing to

all of us. With them we thank especially

our OFWBI brothers and sisters for their

prayers, which are undoubtedly heard

by our Lord and strengthen us greatly.

Dan and Cathy have given room in

their house to Nalan and her children.

Recently she was able to rent a small

apartment to live.

Ercan, a handicapped brother in Christ

who lived in our church building, has

also found a room and he set up a small

business in it. Praise the Lord for these

blessings.

Currently, our church gives shelter

to two single men and a family of four.

All of them were refused by the owners

The Rev. Metin Mintaz and Pastor Ugur

Medji and Tezdjan

to hire their apartment, because they

confess their faith in Jesus. Please pray

with us that they, too, may find their

own place to build up their personal

home. All of us depend on the Lord's

providence!

Some older members are preparing

for leadership roles in our church. We
pray that all members will partake in

the service to Christ, each to his or her

personal gift, because ourLord demands
our service if we belong to Him. Faith

without works kills the believers.

Ugur has accepted his task as assistant

pastor in full-time service to Christ

in our church. We thank our Lord for

all the blessings He brought over us.

Much has to be accomplished to remain

faithful witnesses of the Salvation in

Jesus Christ; the resistance is heavy but

the blessings prevail. Victory in Jesus!

To everyone I have a sincere request:

do not hate the Muslim, but work on
their salvation in prayer. The Lord loves

them, too. We believe in the power of

your prayers—begging you to continue

your prayers for our church members,

Ugur, and myself, Metin Mintaz.

A VERY SPECIAL DAY
SABINAS, MEXICO

BY THE REVEREND CHRISTOPHER VAZQUEZ
On September 26, at the Good Shepherd Temple of Sabinas, Mexico,

we had a beautiful baptism service. The fact that a person accepts

the Lord as their Savior and takes the step of obedience to baptism

is very important for Christians. There were other factors that made
this event special. In the month of July, the river flooded the city and

to this day carries a lot of water, so that for the first time in our church

in Mexico, we used a baptistry, and the danger posed by the river was
avoided.

Another thing that blessed my heart was the baptism of my
granddaughter, Cintya Gonzalez. She is confined to a wheelchair, but

this did not stop her from accepting Christ and following through

with water baptism. We recently celebrated her 15 th birthday, which

is a very special day for a young lady in Mexico. In addition to my
granddaughter, four of my daughters were also baptized. There were

two men baptized at the same time.

This is a day I will long remember that was filled with spiritual joy.

Praise the Lord.
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The Secret to
Denominational Growth
By The Reverend Darlington Gnininte

Denominations, Christian organizations, and churches

that don't learn to multiply usually spend their future

dealing with division or subtraction. Everyone knows that

it's critical for any group to grow, but the secret to developing

a strong and sustaining ministry is multiplication. That

takes a vision and a strategy.

That has been the vision of the Original Free Will Baptist

Mission Church of Liberia, Inc:

1. To take the gospel to the unreached and unchurched

areas of Liberia and other parts of Africa.

2. To lift the Christian banner high with the name of the

Original Free Will Baptist Church. As Jesus promised

in John 12:32, "And I, if I be lifted up from the earth,

will draw all men unto me." In literary terms if I be

exalted, if I be lifted, if my name be glorified, I will

also exalt you, lift you, and glorify you. So the more

we lift the name of Jesus higher, the more lifted we are.

Because remember, Christ lives in us.

Lifting up the banner of the Original Free Will Baptists,

especially to areas that are affected by decades of civil war,

manipulated with African traditions and beliefs is not an

easy task. It takes the same sacrifices the Apostles had to

make. Even at the cost of life. You could be threatened not

to call on the name of Jesus in villages or towns. Despite

all of these, we (Original Free Will Baptists in Africa) are

committed to lifting the banner higher to win the lost at all

cost.

But one fact here is this, winning the souls is not just

to fulfilling the Great Commission, it is but one aspect of

it, and the genesis of the process. Jesus commanded us in

Matthew 28:19, "Go ye therefore, and teach all nations,

baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son,

and of the Holy Ghost." We are commanded by Jesus to

make disciples. And I guess we all know what it takes to

make something. It takes a goldsmith time, effort, resources,

and skill to produce a beautiful necklace. It took Jesus time,

resources, effort, and anointing to reach all of the provinces

with the Gospel of Salvation. It even took Him His life.

What am I implying here? It costs to make disciples. It

takes time, energy, resources, gifts, and talents to make a

disciple. No one member alone can accomplish this mission.

No one church can accomplish this. It requires the effort and
resources of all members and churches. There is an African

proverb that says, "One tree can't make a forest." This forest

is our noble and blessed denomination—our church—the

Original Free Will Baptist Church.

Oh yes, we are proud here in Africa, despite our societal

status, to be called Original Free Will Baptists of Africa. We
(all of us OFWB members both in America and all parts of

the world) are the trees. And if we are to make a forest, we
have to unite our resources and gifts. While some have the

resources, some may have the time, while others may have

the gifts and calling to make this forest. Together we can

achieve our one goal—lifting the Original Free Will Baptist

banner higher and fulfilling our one calling—making
disciples.

Let us unite. Let us unite our resources and gifts. We will

never achieve until we are doers of the Word, as stated in

Ephesians 4:12-13: "...For the perfecting of the saints, for

the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of

Christ: Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the

knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the

measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ." This can

only be achieved if we unite in our resources, time, and

gifts.



The Heart of Missions
Christmas Offering

John 3:16

We often relate the Joy of Christmas to toys, or

gifts that we give one another, but the true Joy of

Christmas is Christ; for without Him there would be

no Christmas.

Our mission is to spread "Joy" around the world

through Christ Jesus. He alone can bring Joy to the

hearts of men, women, boys, and girls as they trust

Him as their personal Savior.

The Heart of Missions is God giving His only Son

to be our Savior— a gift He gave to the WHOLE
world. An offering to make Him known to the

nations is your gift back to God.

Your Christmas contribution provides ongoing

support for the fields of ministry around the world,

where we are partnering to build the Kingdom of

God, through preaching the Gospel and winning

the lost to Christ.

Please prayerfully consider receiving a special

offering during the month of December and sending

it as a Gift to Jesus for Foreign Missions.

d>har£ The Joy of Christ

OFWB International

P. O. Box 39
Ayden, NC 28513

(252) 746-4963

director@ofwbi.org

NATIONAL
FOREIGN MISSIONS

DECEMBER IS FOREIGN MISSIONS MONTH

Merry Christmas from the ©oard of foreign Missions
and those you support around the world



2600 W. Vernon Ave. • Kinston, NC 28504 • 252.526.9908 HOME MISSIONS & EVANGELISM

TOUCHING LIVES FOR A LIFETIME
By Laura Monroe, Administrative Coordinator, Home Missions & Evangelism

What is the most difficult thing you face today
with this new mission work?

Distance of travel would have to be the biggest

obstacle.

How do you help others experience the kind of

life you lead?

I give all the people in our congregation encourage-
ment to get involved in the work of the church. I am
involving everyone in all of the committees of the

mission/church. My messages are related to doing

just that and the rewards of getting involved.

What have you learned in the journey thus far?

That people are eager to get involved in church and
community activities in a way they have never been
able to before.

The Reverend
James Gurganus

0ew Life 0<FW®
Mission/Church

Contact Information:

Reverend James Gurganus
New Life OFWB Mission/Church

9213 Parker Trail

Leland, NC 28513

(252) 526-9908

jamesgurganus@embarqmail.com

The Rev. Gurganus has served in the Original Free

Will Baptist denomination for 56 years and as an

ordained minister for 31 years. He was appointed

as the Director/Pastor of New Life OFWB Mission/

Church in August 2010 under the direction of Home

Missions and Evangelism. The Rev. Gurganus was

elected by the Carteret Union to serve as treasurer,

and he also serves on the Executive Committee of the

Eastern Conference. He is experienced in planting

and establishing churches. His organizational

abilities come from a background of 32 years of

administrative leadership with the U.S. Government

at the Marine Corps Air Station, Cherry Point, NC.

The Rev. Gurganus brings to this new work a broad

understanding of faith and commitment in growing

His Kingdom. Please keep The Rev. Gurganus and

this new mission/church in your prayers as we

continue to TOUCH LIVES FOR A LIFETIME.
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CHILDREN'S HOME P0
- Box 249 * Middlesex, NC 27557 • 252.235.2161 • www.fwbchildrenshome.org

Campus Visitors

Members ofPowhatan Church

We are always excited to have you visit with us

on campus. Our most recent visitors were Powhatan
Church, Clayton. They came out on a Sunday, October

17, immediately following their church services to share a

pizza lunch with us. This has become an annual tradition

that is enjoyed by the children and staff of The Home.

Members ofJackson Heights delivering coats

Members of Jackson Heights Church sponsored a

coat drive for the children at The Home. More than 50

coats were delivered to The Home in early October.

Campus Needs

Mattress Covers with Plastic Liners (Twin Size)

New Luggage or Duffel Bags

Sports Posters

Table Lamps

(New) 7 ft. Artificial Pre-lit Christmas Trees for Cottages

New Christmas Decorations

Vinyl Shower Curtain Liners

Bath Towels and Bath Cloths

Dish Cloths and Dish Towels

Umbrellas

Family Size Storage Bowls

Gift Cards for Cottage Meal Outing

Merry Christmas from the Staff and Children

at the Free Will Baptist Children's Home
12



Dear Friends:

Where does the time go? Fall is already here, and we'll soon be making

preparations for the Christmas season.

One ofthe biggest challenges we encounter at The Home is convincing

the children here they are loved, are special, and that people really do

care. Throughout the year and at Christmas, we not only provide the

physical needs of the children in our care, but we also share the good

news, according to the gospel of Jesus Christ, with them, the greatest

gift of all.

I ask for your help to make this Christmas a memorable experience

for the children we serve by taking part in our Christmas Sponsorship

Program. By contributing $100 for each child you would like to sponsor,

you can help us make this a special time of sharing for the children at

The Home. Simply complete the Sponsorship reservation form below

and return it to us by December 1, 2010.

Your acts of sharing bring smiles to faces and joy into hearts. May you

and your family be blessed this Christmas in knowing you have helped

us share the joy of this holy season with His precious children. Please

accept my wishes to you and your family for a very Merry Christmas.

Yours in Christ,

Gary Lee, President/CEO

beholdIbringyou good tidings ofgreatjoy, which shall be to allpeople (Luke 2:10).

Free Will Baptist Children s Home
Sponsorship Reservation Form

Sponsor:

Contact Person:

Address:

City/State/Zip:

Telephone:

Number of Children We Would Like To Sponsor:

Total Amount Enclosed: $

We Do Not Wish To Participate This Year:

REMARKS:
' »]'- ._

•
.
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AGIimnse

This yearwe have celebrated 90 years of

Christian child care. Each month we have

shared pictures of the children, activities,

new additions, and campus buildings. We
hope you have enjoyed this glimpse back

into time. During these years, the Free

Will Baptist Children's Home has been a

home to more than 2,173 children, with

65 new admissions just this year.

We are committed to making a

difference in the lives of children in

need, and we know with your continued

support, we can do just that.
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v J / \ I J' with Celia Hales

Earlier I wrote in The Free WillBaptist

of a professor of mine who witnessed to

me of the power of prayer. I had gone

back for a visit to my college and ran

into him. He was a changed man.

"You're solid as a rock!" I exclaimed.

"How did you get that way?"

He replied simply, "Prayer."

I have returned in memory to that brief

exchange numerous times over the years.

It was one ofthose peak experiences that

change a life—in this case—mine. Very

rationally and non-emotionally, I made

the practical decision that if this exercise

of prayer could make such a change in

a heretofore vacillating, though brilliant,

professor, prayer could do the same for

me.

Nowadays I pray as I go in my car to

and from an exercise club. It's at 8:45 to

9 a.m., and then again at 9:30 to 9:45

a.m. The prayer puts my soul aright as

the exercise hones my physical body.

I also pray as I prepare meals three

times a day, and again as I clean up the

kitchen.

PRAYER
In both of these settings, the car

and the kitchen, I pray aloud. I am
alone in both surroundings. Norman
Vincent Peale, an inspirational writer

and minister of earlier years, counsels

that the length of time that one prays

is important. In a book written over

50 years ago, he thought the average

Christian prayed five minutes, or less, a

day. He thought this not nearly enough.

I also pray in the morning when I

wake up, too early to arise. Here I am
challenged to keep my mind on task, as

I do not want to awaken my husband,

and I cannot pray aloud as I do in the

car and the kitchen. It is so easy to let

the mind wander in prayer! We need

diligence, and perhaps we need to pray

for this as well.

Church, of course, brings prayer. But

just a Sunday morning and evening

experience, even including a Wednesday

prayer meeting, are not enough. We are

too easily led to think that we have done

enough when we have attended church.

Deep prayers get results. This is going

so deeply into one's mind and spirit that

we know that we have been heard. This

is not as hard to accomplish as we might

think.

In my own experience, I find in a very

pragmatic sense that life goes better

when I pray frequently and at length. I

think God does not need our prayers so

much as we do. He already knows what

is on our minds. As we form sentences

and paragraphs verbally, the kinks come

out of our thinking. We can pray our

way to solutions. Guidance becomes

real to us.

Experiment with your best times and

places to pray. God will be thinking

along with you. Decide whether or not

you are emotionally stronger after a few

days or weeks of this exercise of prayer.

I would be amazed were you to feel it to

be oflittle or no benefit. On the contrary,

give God a chance to reach you, and He
will find a way to get through. And what

a blessing this is!

important Notice From the Sunday School Miniftry

The Sunday School Board has had to make a difficult decision concerning the 201 1 Camp
Scholarships. Because of low financial support, there will be a cap on the amount of funding

for the scholarships. Heretofore, we have fully funded the scholarships to the camps, but

we will have to limit the funding to $150 with a cap of no more than 40 applicants. The

applicants will be screened carefully so that we will not miss anyone who really needs the

financial help. Please do no let this decision hinder any child ages 9-18 years old who
wishes to go to camp in 2011 from applying. May God bless us as we make decisions for

each child who applies. If your church has not made a contribution to the Sunday School

Ministry during 2010, let this be a reminder to pray about this matter. We need the help of

ALL our people to carry the message of Christ to ALL people.
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MOUNT OLIVE COLLEGE 634 Henderson Street • Mount Olive, NC 28365 • 1.800.653.0854 • www.moc.edu

Opportunities at

MOUNT OLIVE COLLEGE
One Night a Week Programs at a location near you:

One night a week programs for adults who need the convenience of evening higher education

opportunities are available at New Bern, Jacksonville, Mount Olive Evening College, Research Triangle

Park, Wilmington, and Washington. All programs meet from 6-1 0 p.m. on the same night every week.

To make contact with an Admissions Representative at one of our locations, call 1-800-NEW GOAL.

Evening College

• Criminal Justice and Criminology (blended online and seated): January 1 5, 201

1

• Management and Organizational Development: January 18, 201

1

• Early Childhood Education at Johnston Community College: February 28, 201

1

Jacksonville

• Criminal Justice and Criminology (blended online and seated): January 1 5, 201

1

New Bern

• Management and Organizational Development: January 1 1 , 201

1

• Criminal Justice and Criminology (blended online and seated): January 1 5, 201

1

Hnk A 0 195!
juum

Research Triangle Park

• Criminal Justice and Criminology (blended online and seated): January 1 5, 201

1

• Health Care Management: February 8, 201

1

• Heritage: February 21, 201

1

• Management and Information Systems: February 28, 201

1

Washington

• Heritage: January 6, 201

1

• Health Care Management: January 1 1 , 201

1

• Criminal Justice and Criminology (blended online and seated): January 1 5, 201

1

Wilmington

• Heritage: January 13, 201

1

• Criminal Justice and Criminology (blended online and seated): January 1 5, 201

1

• Health Care Management: January 1 9, 201

1
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Romey McCoy Honored at MOC
Alumni Weekend

Romey Lyndon McCoy of Raleigh,

formerly of Cove City, was presented

with The Distinguished Service Award,

an award given in recognition of his many

achievements in his profession, community,

church, and in appreciation tor his

dedicated leadership, outstanding service,

selfless outreach to others, demonstrated

loyalty, and committed support to Mount
Olive College. The award was presented by

Gregg Paul, President of the Mount Olive

College Alumni Association and a 1974

graduate ofMOC.
McCoy grew up in the Disciples of

Christ Church in Cove City, yet was active

with the youth of Core Creek Free Will

Baptist Church where he learned about

Mount Olive College. He graduated in

1978 from Mount Olive College with an

associate's degree. In 1980 he received his

Bachelor of Science degree in accounting

from Atlantic Christian College. The

following month he was hired by the State

of North Carolina Department ot Revenue

where he has remained for more than 30

years. During this time he has traveled all

over the world and every state in the union.

McCoy is a member of the Episcopal

Church in Raleigh. He is actively involved

in social issues to improve the life of his

community, and he also volunteers with the

Jimmy V. Foundation.

At Mount Olive College, McCoy has

served in many capacities on the Alumni

Association Board, including President.

A Bridge Builder and MOC Society

member, McCoy has committed time and

resources to help support the College and

build the alumni program. As part of that

support McCoy and brother, Wendy, began

a scholarship endowment in honor of their

parents, Mr. and Mrs. Buck McCoy of

Cove City.

The Class of 1960 met for a joyful time of reunion on October 15 during Alumni Weekend to celebrate its 50th reunion.

Shown here are (seated) Mary Moore Dudley; (standing left to right) Audrey Stroud Powell, Patricia Herring Turnage,

Johnny Turnage, Jean Fillingame Ackiss, Bertie Hill Sanders, Edna Price Grady, and Stanley Harrell. Each person received

a beautiful plaque with a picture of the downtown campus on it. When these students attended Mount Olive College the

downtown campus was the ONLY campus.

17



Members of the Mount Olive College Brass Ensemble are (L-R) Kathryn Doerr of Goldsboro (formerly of Ohio); Mark Webb of Wilson,

NC (Daniels Chapel Church); Dr. Kathleen Kerstetter, Director; Adam Brown of Bakersville, NC; Johnnie Sykes of Columbia, NC; and

Seth Hines, of Robersonville NC (Rose of Sharon Church).

Mount Olive College Brings Out the Brass
You could say that Mount Olive College is tooting its own

horn. Under the direction of Dr. Kathleen Kerstetter, assistant

professor of music, The College has a new brass ensemble.

Comprised oftwo trumpets, two trombones, and a euphonium,

or small tuba, the brass ensemble is performing throughout

North Carolina this fall at various events.

"Traveling with a group this size is really nice," Dr. Kerstetter

said. "The musicians gain a much more in-depth listening

ability and it greatly increases their leadership skills."

The ensemble welcomes the participation of players from a

variety of backgrounds who are willing to dedicate themselves

to disciplined rehearsal and high standards of performance.

"Participants don't have to be music majors," Dr. Kerstetter

noted.

The Mount Olive College Brass Ensemble includes two

music education majors, two vocal performance majors, and a

criminal justice major.

"And we have a brand new shiny tuba just waiting for a

player," Dr. Kerstetter smiled.

In addition to the Brass Ensemble, Dr. Kerstetter directs the

Mount Olive College Concert Band and Woodwind Trio. She

anticipates other smaller groups popping up as interest builds

on campus. To gain momentum Dr. Kerstetter, who hails from

the University of Miami, is making contacts with local public

schools, which she indicates have nice, solid music programs.

"I'd like to see how we can partner to help build their

programs and vice versa," she stated.

Traveling with the group and showing their talents is

another way Dr. Kerstetter hopes to gain recognition for the

instrumental program at Mount Olive College.
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The STAR group from St. Mary's Church in New Bern and a group from Saints Delight Church

near Ayden recently enjoyed lunch at Mount Olive College and toured the campus. Church groups

interested in visiting the campus may contact Hope McPherson, Assistant Director of Church Support

at <hmcpherson@moc.edu> or (919) 658-4417. The cost for lunch during the week is $5.50.

Coming Events
DECEMBER FEBRUARY
12/2/2010 2/15/2011

Christmas by Candlelight Carolina Piano Trio

Southern Bank Auditorium Rodgers Chapel

7 P.M. 7:30 p.m.

JANUARY 2/19/2011

1/17/2011 FWB Church Night

Campus Visitation Day Kornegay Arena

9 A.M. 5 P.M. & 7 P.M.

1/17/2011 2/26/201

1

Faculty Art Exhibition Winter Glitz

Teresa Pelt-Grubbs "Experience Savannah

Fine Arts Gallery Alumni Dining Room
(January 17-February 14) 6 P.M.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL MINISTRY po - Box39 * Ayden, NC 28S13 • 252.746.4963 • www.ofwbsundayschool.org

Christmas
2010

According to the song, Because He Lives, by Gloria and

Bill Gaither, "God sent His Son, They called Him Jesus,

He came to love, heal, and forgive."

As we enter this holiday season, never forget the

reason for the season—that is to worship the gift that was

manifested to us by God Himself, in the form of a tiny,

little baby. We call Him Jesus.

Sometimes in our busy world of living our lives that are

so filled with frustrations on every hand, we get so wrapped

up with just 'living' that we forget the REASON for our

living. May we take time during this season to thank those

who mean so much to us and to ask God to help us know

how to show our love and concern to those whom we

haven't met. May we realize that there are those whose lives

are hurting this season because of disasters of all kinds. We
know that disasters come in many forms and we have a

tendency to look away unless they affect us personally. We
ought to be able to recognize those disasters that are of a

spiritual nature that affect everyone in one way or another.

It is our prayer that we can realize that as Jesus opens His

arms to us, we should open our arms and hearts to others,

even though they may not have the same opinion as ours.

Remember that Jesus wants others to see Him in us. We
are to be His example to the world.

The Original Free Will Baptist Sunday School Board sends its thanks to each

individual and/or church that has offered any kind ofsupport to us during theyear

2010 and wishes to send God's blessings to each ofyou during this holiday season!

Ms. Mary Dudley, Director

fa Ms. Gail Heath, Assistant to the Director

fa The Reverend Terry Ellis, Chairman

fa The Reverend Roger Hill, Vice Chairman

Ms. Kitty Barnes, Secretary

fa Ms. Brenda Best, Assistant Secretary

fa The Reverend Bruce Jones

fa The Reverend Mike Williams

fa Ms. Nancy Cale

fa Mr. Heath Conner

fa Mr. Wayne Hicks
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TellMe The Story ofJesus
Christmas should be a time of celebration. ..in the home with

family, in the church with other worshippers, and even in our

day-to-day lives. Jesus Christ was born and now lives in our

hearts to teach us and show us the majesty of God. The greatest

gift ever given is that or eternal life through Christ who now
wants each of us to experience His peace in our individual

lives. Through the difficulties of our economy, dwindling

morals, increasing threats of war, global disasters, and political

upheavals, God is still in command, and though He weeps at

our actions, He is not shaken by what He sees. He stands firmly

upon the foundation of Himself, manifested to us in a simple

feeding trough in Bethlehem.

The Christmas celebration has many different styles

throughout the world. Each country finds various ways of

welcoming the Christ Child into its heritage. In America,

we practice this sacred holiday in our own unique fashion, as

well. Never have we heard anyone say that a foreign country's

celebration of Christmas is wrong because it is not in the

American fashion. We all can agree that it is simply different. As

long as the main focus of the occasion is the entrance of Christ

into our world through the Virgin Birth, whether He was born

in a stable, a cave, a mountain grotto, or a motel on December

25 or July 2, is of little significance. He is here! Lets celebrate!

He is the King of Kings and Lord of Lords! The Savior of all

humanity!

Ah! The Savior of all humanity—there is a statement that

has lost a lot of its meaning of late. Like kids grappling over

a Christmas toy, never noticing the angel on the tree, we have

childishly fought to establish personal spiritual dominance

and interpretive genius in reference to biblical versions and the

qualifications of the proclaimers of the somewhat forgotten

Gospel. Just as the world has commercialized the sacred

holidays with sparkle, glitz, glamour, and expense in the hopes

of bringing in the almighty dollar, we have decorated our

worship celebrations with ideas, arguments, criticisms, and

accusations, and have lost sight of the cause of the coming of

the Christ Child—the salvation of any and all who will believe

in Him. The fact that this great story is written in Elizabethan

or Shakespearean quatrains or Spanish, German, French, or

modern English is of consequence only to those who wish to

understand its meaning. The responsibility of all of us who are

called ofGod to proclaim this story is simple, and can be found

in the words of a familiar hymn:

" Tellme the story ofJesus; write on my heart every word.

Tellme the story mostprecious, sweetest that ever was heard'

Paul's writings to the combative Corinthian Church describe

a situation much like the one that scars our work today. People,

men and women, with personal agendas and visions of power

and control were effectively hindering the true work of the

church. The proclamation of the Gospel had stopped and Paul

found himself babysitting the bickering congregation. Just

like Christmas morning, children fighting for the prettiest

package, the joy of giving was washed away by the struggle for

supremacy. In Corinth, possession of the gifts of the Spirit had

become a definition of holiness. The church's failure to follow

godly instruction produced the same frustration and failure as

a Christmas day father trying to assemble a complicated toy

minus the directions. The only remedy seemed then and now to

be a good dose of 1 Corinthians 13.

Come on church, let's take off our suits of armor, call a truce

to our personal battles and agendas, and get about the individual

task of telling the story ofJesus to a world that is cold and lost.

You do not have to compromise your convictions and beliefs;

simply allow others to tell the story ofhowJesus one day changed

their life, as He has yours.

May this Christmas season in our denomination be filled

with prayers for peace, recognition of Romans 3:23, offers of

forgiveness, and gifts of love to all of God's children.

By this shall all men know thatye are my disciples,

Ifye have love one to another (John 13:35).

CMerry Christmas ToAU
^Trom the Staffof

Original Tree Will baptistHeadquarters
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The Stoney Creek Original Free Will Baptist Church
Scholarship Endowment For Christian Ministry

The Pastoral Ministry of Stoney Creek Church (Left to Right): Front row. The Reverend Barry Williamson, Associate Pastor;

The Reverend Gary M. Bailey, Senior Pastor. Back row. The Reverend Scott Satterfield, Associate Pastor of Youth; The

Reverend Joey Williams, Associate Pastor of Children. (Each of these pastors is an alumnus ofMount Olive College)

BY W. BURKETTE RAPER
The letter from the Rev. Gary M. Bailey, senior pastor

of Stoney Creek Church, was clear and simple:

"Please find attached a check payable to the North

Carolina Foundation in the amount of $5,000. Stoney

Creek Church would like for this to be an initial deposit

for an endowment for Free Will Baptist students studying

in the field of Christian ministry.

"We would like for first consideration to be given to

students from Stoney Creek Church; however, if there

are no students who meet that qualification or need, any

Free Will Baptist student should be considered.

"Furthermore, we would like for first consideration to

be given to full-time students of Mount Olive College.

Again, if there are no students meeting those criteria,

Free Will Baptist students attending another accredited

institution of higher learning should be considered."

Since receiving the initial gift to begin the Endowment,

a follow-up gift has been added, , making the fund a

named Endowment ($10,000 and up). Additional gifts

to the Endowment by the church and individuals are

anticipated.
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Scholarship Endowments with
the Foundation for Christian Ministry

A major goal of the Foundation is to help remove the

financial barrier to a proper education for all Original

Free Will Baptists called to Christian ministry. To this

end, the Foundation has set a goal of $1 million in

endowed scholarships for this purpose. Steady progress

is being made toward reaching this goal at an early date,

for without question, the future of Original Free Will

Baptists is at stake in the education of our ministers.

Through November 1, 10 endowments with total gifts

in excess of $375,000 have been established for the explicit

purpose of providing scholarships for those called to

various phases of Christian ministry. For Scholarship

purposes, the Foundation defines "Christian Ministry"

as pastoral services or a vocation in an institution,

organization, or program that is under the auspices of

the Church, including all ministries of the Convention of

Original Free Will Baptists.

In addition to pastoral service, applicants may apply

for scholarship in preparation for Christian vocations in

youth ministry, church music, counseling, chaplaincy,

services to the elderly, teaching, and other callings related

to the work of the Church.

A major distinction of the Stoney Creek Church

Endowment is that it is the first endowment established

with the Foundation by a church for Christian vocations.

The Central Conference of Original Free Will Baptists

is the first church-related organization to establish an

endowment for this purpose. The other nine endowments,

some of which are still in process of becoming named
funds, include:

^ ' Casey-McCormack—For Casey's Chapel Original

Free Will Baptist Church and scholarships to students

preparing for Christian ministry at Mount Olive

College or graduate study in seminaries or divinity

schools accredited by Association of Theological

Schools.

Michael R. Pelt—Established by friends and former

students of Dr. Pelt in appreciation for his thirty-

seven years as chair of the department of religion at

Mount Olive College and for his continued services

to Original Free Will Baptists. Scholarships for the

graduate education of ministers in seminaries and

divinity schools accredited by ATS.

^ Michael Rouse Family—Scholarships for students

preparing for Christian ministry at Mount Olive

College, Campbell University, and seminaries or

divinity schools accredited by ATS.

^ Central Conference of Original Free Will Baptists

—

Scholarships for Central Conference ministers

attending seminaries or divinity schools accredited

by ATS.

^ K. David and Teresa K. Hines—Scholarships for

nontraditional students majoring in religion at any

location of Mount Olive College.

^ T. Bruce and Mary Moore Dudley—Scholarships

for Christian Ministry, Public School Education and

Christian Education.

James Benjamin Lewis, Jr.—Scholarships for those

preparing for vocation in church music; preference

for students from Marlboro Original Free Will Baptist

Church.

Emmitt and Carolyn Jones—Scholarships for those

preparing for Christian Ministry at Mount Olive

College or seminaries and divinity schools accredited

by ATS.

Donnie E. and Linda Vann Lassiter Family—For

scholarships to students in eastern North Carolina

attending various colleges, universities and schools,

including undergraduate liberal arts and Christian

ministry at Mount Olive College and graduate

theological study in seminaries and divinity schools

accredited by ATS.

Vision for the Future

With deep roots in the faith and rich heritage of

Original Free Will Baptists, every church needs a vision

for the future. Regardless of how well blessed with

pastoral services your church may be, the time will

come—whether due to retirement, disability, or call to

another place of service—when you will need to find a

new pastor. The person you will want will be one who
is equipped to provide the leadership and services your

church needs and deserves.

But, there is no quick and easy way for one to become

equipped for an effective ministry—it takes years, even

decades. Now is the time to help those called to Christian

ministry be ready when you will need them. Why not

begin a scholarship endowment for a future pastor at the

next business meeting of your church? The time to begin

the search for your next pastor may be nearer than you
think.

For information and assistance, contact:

Dr. W. Burkette Raper, President
North Carolina Foundation for Christian Ministries

619 West Main Street

Mount Olive, North Carolina 28365

Email: wraper@moc.edu

Phone: (919) 658-3855 or (919) 658-5250
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The House of Prayer Holds Havest Gathering
BY PEBBLES JOYCE
The Rev. Carlee Stallard and The House

of Prayer in Kernersville, NC had a Harvest

Gathering on Saturday, October 9, 2010. The
gathering was dedicated in loving memory
of Larry Simpson. He was a close friend of

Roy and Jeanette Martin that attend The
House of Prayer. Larry recently passed away
suddenly with a heart attack.

The gathering started at 8 a.m. with a yard

sale and homemade baked goods. Christian

appointment calendars themed "God's

Creation" were available for purchase all

day. From lunchtime through suppertime,

barbeque plates with all the fixin's were

available for $6 each.

From morning through the day and
evening a variety of gospel bands sang

and played Christian hymns for everyone's

entertainment and to glorify our Lord and

Savior Jesus Christ.

This was a great day of fun and fellowship

for all who attended. It is good to be together

Pictured: The Rev. Carlee Stallard (center right)

along with some House ofPrayer attendees.

and spend time with God's people. The House of Prayer raised

a total of $3,300, including donations, during the event. We give

God all the praise, glory, and honor for pouring out His blessing

on The House of Prayer.

No inn would befound with room: no inn.

Fosterfatherfound a cavefor His advent begin

First to hear His announcement, first to answer the call

Lowest in the socialfield; shepherd and sheep near the wall

Listened, because they knew they did not know it at all.

The shadow ofthe cross into Egyptfled

Escaping the taking ofHerod's sword

Thirty and three years in His own time

Did give His own blood shed.

Two thousand years later we all are drawn

To the cave ofHisfragile beginning breath

Now ever redeeming our time

With power over death.

— Scotty McCoy—
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Couple Honored
SUBMITTED BY JANIE S. TAYLOR
The members of First Church, Plymouth, recently honored

Harrison and Shirleyan Phelps for their dedicated service to

God and His kingdom, the local church, and the Plymouth

community. Harrison serves as a deacon and Sunday School

superintendent, and oversees the grounds and buildings,

making sure all maintenance concerns are addressed.

Shirleyan serves as church clerk, pianist, and historian, and

helps to assure congregants keep abreast of prayer concerns

and matters of interest. Members of the congregation extended

their appreciation to the couple.

Along with receiving various tokens of appreciation,

donations were made in honor of the Phelps to the Ethel and

Lewis Sullivan Endowment at Mount Olive College and the

Alumni Endowment Fund for the Griffin /Watson Memorial

Bench at the Free Will Baptist Children's Home, Middlesex.

Lewis and Ethel Sullivan were among the earliest members
of the church; Mr. Lewis and their daughter, Phyllis Cahoon,

still attend. Joe Griffin was one of two young boys who were

killed at the Children's Home by lightning in 1929 and was
one of Shirleyan's relatives.

Dr. Bobby R. Taylor serves as pastor of Plymouth Church.

Church Secretary Retires
After more than 30 years as the church secretary of

the Tarboro First Church, Brenda Pittman has retired.

"Mrs. Brenda" was honored by the congregation with a

covered dish luncheon. She was treated to a supper and
gifts by the Hilda Sasser Circle at Stack's Restaurant in

Tarboro. "Mrs. Brenda" is still an active member of the

Tarboro First Church but plans to spend more time with

her family.

When calling the church office now you will be greeted

by the voice of Mrs. Sandra Cook.

Pictured is Ricky Raynor, Sunday School

superintendent at Smyrna Church in the

Meadow community (Cape Fear Conference)

presenting Doris Godwin her 50-year

pin and certificate during the 60th annual

Homecoming held October 3. Looking on is

her Robert Godwin who was awarded his

first attendance pin.

25



and aST#NE
Significance in Christ as a Young Adult

with Wyatt Harvey

As we come upon the Christmas season,

I rejoice. The world may not understand,

but we as Christians do—this is where

God's greatest gift to humanity began. This

is my favorite time of year and I celebrate

it without pause, without hesitation, and

without compromise. It is the season of

Christ's Birth, and I say Merry Christmas,

no matter how much others may resent my
honesty. It is not just a happy holiday.

The pure love that God had for people in

sending the gift ofHis Son to this darkworld

is cause more for celebration than anyone

could create. We cannot allow this world

to lose sight of what has made Christmas

what it has been since Christ was born. We
cannot allow the world to be robbed of the

joy God gave us all. We cannot forgo every

single opportunity to share this love every

single year, and reach out to a dying world

with Hope, Love, Joy, Peace—the Lord

Jesus Himself.

Could stringing lights save a world?

Could wrapping a handful of gifts? What
would propping up a tree and hanging

sparkly things from it really accomplish

alone? The truth is that Jesus Christ, the Son

of God, and the love God had for humanity

in this miraculous season, is what makes all

the rest of it special. It makes us reach out

with that good will toward men that started

over 2,000 years ago with the Child Gift

who is our Savior. This act, this wondrous

love, makes all we do at Christmas mean

more, reach further, and touch more deeply.

It is Christ who makes Christmas. And,

remember, He came into this world a child.

This is where the youth in the Body of

Christ comes into the forefront of ministry.

Who understands the Joy of Christmas

with more enthusiasm than children and

teens and young adults? They remember

a time before the bills we associate with

Christmas. They remember a time before

frustration and confusion besieged our

thoughts of one of the most glorious,

important times of the year. They remember

happiness without worry. I do not think that

it is an accident that the young embrace

Christmas so easily, so readily. And, it is not

just the gifts. It is the feeling, the Spirit of

Christmas.

They have the sensitivity to the miraculous,

the awareness of the sacrificial and merciful

Spirit. We need to make certain they

remember the real reason we all celebrate,

the real reason for the Joy and Peace and

good will toward men, and the real reason

that Christmas is so special.

As we all go forward, the youth and the

young adults will be on the front lines of

the battle for this world and the souls in it.

The young and the up and coming Body

are the future, and they carry the Message.

The Message of Christ, the Message of

Christmas.

What is that Message?

Love. Mercy. Kindness. Redemption.

Reconciliation. Salvation.

The new beginning, where we are rejoined

to a loving Father from whom we had been

apart, in the family of the almighty God.

Now that is Christmas.

This year, remember that God chose to

do a new thing through His Son. He did so

with a newborn, His Son, God in the Flesh,

Emmanuel. There are, of course, schools

of thought on why Jesus had to come as a

child, but for me, it reminds us of the fact

that at every age, even prior to birth, God
has a plan for our lives, a path, should we

be willing to follow it. In this column, we
discuss the significance ofJesus in our young

adults and youth. I have written on many,

many examples of the greatness God has

worked through young people throughout

history.

Let me say it plainly; there is no example

like the Lord Jesus. He was born God. He
walked a perfect life. He lived in the perfect

will of the Father. He was amazing the

teachers and leaders in the temple at 12

years of age, and saved every soul that would

ever or could ever be saved before the age of

34, from what we understand, because He
gave up His life to do so at 33.

This one month in the run of this article

should say it all. Age is not a factor in what

God has planned. He showed us very plainly

in His Own Son.

The next time you seek the significance of

Christ in youth and young adults, read back

through the early chapters of the Gospels.

Jesus, just as always, is our perfect example

of the right way. He is also the perfect

example of just how the youth and young

adults in our churches can change the world,

by following the Father in all things.

"Well, we certainly cannot be Jesus,"

everyone says. It is true. However, Jesus is

the standard toward which we strive, even

knowing we cannot make it. And,Jesus gave

us a wonderful promise and a peek into what

was to come.John 14:12, tells us, "Very truly

I tell you, whoever believes in me will do the

works I have been doing, and they will do

even greater things than these, because I am
going to the Father."

It is indeed Christmas Season and I

want all of you reading this to have a

Blessed and Merry Christmas in Christ

Jesus. Remember, the real reason it feels so

wondrous and loving this time of year is

because it is. The Spirit that makes so many

of us better people at Christmas |is th£ L<j>ve

of God, whether we realize just why or not.

As the season goes along, remember also

that sometimes the greatest gift you can

give to a younger person is to take time

with them, and believe in them. Encourage

them. Make someone feel wonderful this

Christmas.

I have had a wonderful year sharing with

all of you from A Sling and a Stone: The

Significance in Christ as a Young Adult, and

I leave you With this one more thought: The

Bible tells us in Matthew 2 that wise men

were searching for Jesus.

Remember that the wise still search for

Jesus.
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WhenA Woman Trusts God by Sheila Walsh

OP

Do you ever question God's ability to catch you when you fall? Do shame, fear, and brokenness keep you from

fully trusting God? Do you secretly believe your dreams are unreachable? You are not alone.

This is a book about trust. How we fight it. How we learn to do it. How it transforms us. Life is not safe. That

reality slips over us as we grow. Our response to the Father in that reality allows us either to swing higher and

higher with the trust of a child. . .or fearfully shrink back from the swing set altogether. As we weigh that

choice, God whispers: Trust me.

In a remarkably transparent account, author and speaker Sheila Walsh opens wide her lifelong battle with

trust and the moment-by-moment choices she made to follow where God led. Sheila has lived a life ruled by

the "hidden places" of insecurity and brokenness and knows the overwhelming beauty of a lite wholly handed

over to Christ.

As you encounter her struggles and triumphs, you also meet ten of the Bible's transformed—Tabitha, David,

Paul, and others—who teach us that in spite of overwhelming circumstances, just one trusting encounter

with Christ sets beautiful things in motion. It can resurrect dreams, instill purpose, and ignite hope.

Discover what beautiful things can happen when YOU trust God.. jiiMiii
•

ct-1 discover wnat Deautirui tilings can nappen wnen 1 ^jv. 1 trust uc

I Retail: $21.99 • Our Price: $17 (you save 23%)

Out Live Your Life by Max Lucado

Dear Friend,

May I share a story that is very dear to my heart?

It's a story of hillbillies and simple folk, net casters and tax collectors. A story of a movement that exploded

like a just-opened fire hydrant out ofJerusalem and spilled into the ends of the earth: into the streets of

Paris, the district of Rome, and the ports of Athens, Istanbul, Shanghai, and Buenos Aires. A story so

mightycontroversial, head spinning, and life changing that two millennia later we wonder: Might it happen

again?Heaven knows we hope so. These are devastating times: 1.75 billion people are desperately poor; one

billion are hungry. Lonely hearts indwell our neighborhoods and attend our schools. In the midst of it all,

here we stand: you, me, and our one-of-a-kind lives. We are given a choice. . .an opportunity to make a

difference during a difficult time. What if we did? What if we rocked the world with hoper*

Worth a try, don't you think?

Retail: $24.99 • Our Price: $19 (you save 23%)

66 Love Letters by Dr. Larry Crabb

Forever change the way vou look at the Bible... and vour own life!

Have you ever read the Bible only to come away confused? Ever wondered if God actually had you in mind

when he began telling His story? Though life may not be going according to your plan, God has another one,

far better than you can imagine. From Genesis to Revelation, experience His invitation to get you dancing

with joy.

In 66 Love Letters, Larry Crabb offers a fresh, relational look at Scripture: "When you finish reading my
ove letter to you, I want you to realize that I never underestimated how thoroughly you'd mess up your

lite or how painfully you would struggle and suffer, and I don't want you to underestimate your failures or

struggles either. They 're all part of the story I'm telling. But neither have I underestimated my determina-

tion or ability to enter the mess you've made and the pain you feel and turn everything around. I can, and

I will, make everything good again. Never underestimate me."

Larry's intimate conversation with God asks deeply honest questions such as:

• "God, what is it you wanted me to see in Obadiah?" • "And what's up with Leviticus? Is there anything

there for me?" • "This one verse in Galatians has always frustrated me. Why is that?" • "The way you

wrote Revelation makes it difficult to understand—why didn't you just describe what will happen in a

straightforward way?"

Listen to the story of God unfold through these chapters, and you'll find not only His redeeming love

but His plan and provision designed especially for you.

Retail: $22.99 • Our Price: $18 (you save 23%)

To order/purchase any ofthese titles, contact Free Will Baptist Press at 1-800-849-3927 ext. 1

or visit one ofour Bible Bookstore locations in Ayden, Kinston, or New Bern, NC.



The Family
by J. Andrews Smith

"With this book, J. Andrews Smith, MSW, makes a

unique contribution to the fields of North Carolina

historiography, sociology, and social work. Almost

20 years ago, Clyde F. McSwain published a detailed

account of his life at the Masonic Orphanage at

Oxford, North Carolina. Nearly 10 years later, Richard

McKenzie published a penetrating memoir of his life

in the Presbyterian Orphanage at Barium Springs,

North Carolina. A few other full-length recollections of

orphanage life may have been written and published,

but there is no other book, I think, similar to this one by

Mr. Smith. His is no less than a collection offirsthand

accounts of life as lived by a succession of children in

the Free Will Baptist Orphanage (or Children's Home)

at Middlesex, North Carolina, over a period ofnearly 90

years—from the second decade of the 20"' century to the

first decade of the 21 s
' century."

George Stevenson Jr.

Archivist (1970-2008)

North Carolina State Archives

"I'm especially proud of J. Andrews Smith for caring

enough about The Home to have the vision to see the

need to collect the real stories of the experiences so

many have shared with us."

Gary Lee, President/CEO

Free Will Baptist Children's Home

"No child has ever been turned away and, as long as

there are Original Free Will Baptist Churches, it will

remain that way."

The Reverend Ray Wells, Pastor

Marsh Swamp OFWB Church

"Had it not been for The Orphanage, only God knows

what would have been my future."

Dr. W. Burkette Raper,

President Emeritus

Mount Olive College

X Andrews Smith

About the Author
J. Andrews Smith grew up in Middlesex, North Carolina.

He is a graduate of Mount Olive Junior College, Barton

College, and the University of North Carolina at Chapel

Hill. He served on the Children's Home Board of

Directors 1990-1997. He and his wife, Susan, now live

in the mountains of North Carolina.

Books are available at the Bible

Bookstores in Ayden, New Bern,
and Kinston.

Middlesex— Manning Brothers

eBook:
Ctrl + click to following link:

http://stores.lulu.com/vguard
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We reserve the right to condense space as necessary. You will

be charged only for the actual size used.

These advertising rates are for, and advertising is permitted by,

OFWB churches and auxiliary organizations. These charges

apply to any announcements, coming event listings, invitations,

and registration forms. Ifyou have any questions, contact the

editor by e-mail at <editor@fwbpress.com> or by phone at

(800) 849-3927 ext. 227. There is no charge for feature

article submissions from OFWB churches/members or

news releases of recent OFWB church happenings.

SUBMISSION DEADLINE INFORMATION
FOR ARTICLES AND ADVERTISING

The deadline for submissions to The Free Will Baptist is

the 5th day of the month prior to publication. (Example:

Items to be published in a January issue must be in no
later than the 5th day of December.) When the 5th

falls on
a weekend, material is due on the Friday before. You
may submit items by any of the following methods:

• E-mail to <editor@fwbpress.com>,
• Fax to (252) 746-9248, Attn: Editor,

• Hand deliver, or
• Mail to: Editor, The Free Will Baptist

PO Box 159
Ayden, NC 28513.

*Phone-in or handwritten information is acceptable.

However, we cannot be held responsible for errors!

*Pictures are not returned unless there is an appropriate

self-addressed stamped envelope included!

Submissions for Personal Information Changes will run for

2 months only.

T|F|W|B
THE FREE WILL BAPTIST

WANTS TO HEAR FROM YOU IF YOU HAVE:
a new address, received damaged or duplicate copies,

missed an issue, experienced any billing problems, or

you want to renew or cancel a subscription. You may
contact us by e-mail at: <editor@fwbpress.com> or

by phone at (252) 746-6128 or (800) 849-3927.

Request from The Free Will Baptist Historical Collection

In the past, efforts have been made to collect obituaries of Free Will Baptist ministers for the Free

Will Baptist Historical Collection. Because of the interest in genealogical research, the Collection has

enlarged its emphasis by adding obituaries of Free Will Baptist laypersons.

"By far the largest volumes of inquiries we receive (and we receive many) deal directly with genealogy,"

says Gary Barefoot, Curator of the Collection. "We try to scan newspapers and other news media for

death notices, but certainly we do not always see the notices of such of all Free Will Baptists. It would be

helpful if family members and friends of deceased Free Will Baptists would clip the obituaries and send

to us or send them by email. This would enrich our preservation of FWB denominational history."

Barefoot suggests that perhaps each church could have someone designated to perform this work

but anyone wishing to help could certainly do so whether designated or not. Anyone wishing to help

in this important matter may mail notices to: FWB Historical Collection, Moye Library, Mount Olive

College, 634 Henderson Street, Mount Olive, NC 28365 or email them directly to Gary Barefoot, Curator,

at <gbarefoot@moc.edu>.

If additional information is needed, contact Gary Barefoot at (919) 658-7827

or at the email address above.
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STONEY CREEK
ORIGINAL FREEWILL BAPTIST
CHURCH, GOLDSBORO, NC

The first church to establish with The

Foundation a scholarship endowment for

the education of those called to Christian

ministry

Your church could he next!

For more information on the Stoney Creek

Church Endowment and the North Carolina

Foundation for Christian Ministries, please

see pages 22-23.

Footprints convey that someone has gone before us,

Leaving us a marked way;

And remind us that we also can leave a marked way

For those who come after us. %

T FW kHH H

PERIODICALS POSTAGE PAID 28513

USPS 2094-4000 December 2010 5/22/2006

DUKE UNIVERSITY

PERKINS LIBRARY

SERIAL DEPARTMENT

DURHAM NC 27706

715 RS.-fltlS
04/25/12 33357 » g









/






