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from the archives

greetings to the alumni

This first issue of The School of 
Religion Bulletin is occasion for mutual 
felicitations on the part of faculty, 
students and alumni …. The alumni 
especially are to be congratulated on 
this attainment of a means of com-
munication with the School for which 

the Alumni Association has worked so faithfully. We expect 
that it will enable us to maintain in fuller measure than heretofore the relationship of 
personal knowledge and sympathetic understanding which existed so happily for us 
during the period of your residence in the School. It will also help the members of the 
faculty to keep more fully informed of your work and successes, of which we have ever 
increasing reason to be proud. On behalf of the faculty, students and the editorial com-
mittee, I send you greetings and good wishes.

 
— Elbert Russell

  Dean of the Duke School of Religion (1928–1941)

alumni, take notice!
february 1936

The Divinity School’s first alumni 
publication—The Duke School 
of Religion Bulletin—debuted 75 
years ago in response to a request 
from the Class of 1929 that  
“steps be taken in order to have a 
closer contact between the faculty 
of the  School of Religion and its 
alumni.” All alumni were asked to 
contribute a membership fee of 
$1.00 “in order that the work may 
be carried on.” In 1941, the  
school’s name was changed to  
The Divinity School, and the alumni 
publication became The Duke 
Divinity School Bulletin.  

Class of 1931–32—Advocates for 
the school’s first alumni publication 
included Wilson Weldon D’34  
(second row, third from left), Dean 
Elbert Russell (first row, eighth  
from left), and Duke University 
President William Few (first row,  
center, wearing hat). Professor  
Gilbert T. Rowe’s is at Few’s right.
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a U.s. department of education 
study reports benefits that support 
the national trend toward hybrid 
theological education

Cover: From left, Dean Richard B. Hays, G.W. 
Ivey Professor of New Testament, with Laceye 
Warner, associate dean for academic forma-
tion and programs and associate professor 
of the practice of evangelism and Methodist 
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research professor of theological pedagogy. 
Photo by Donn Young.
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Updates from Duke Youth Academy for Christian Formation

stuDent applications are due march 15 for this year’s duke youth academy 
for christian formation, June 19–July 2, 2011, at the divinity school. 
now in its 11th year, the academy brings rising high school juniors 
and seniors from across the nation and from diverse denominations 
to the duke campus to participate in intentional christian commu-
nity. the academy includes classes with divinity school faculty, ser-
vice in the durham community, worship in the christian tradition, 
and exploration of the arts and ancient prayer practices. student 

scholarships are available. for information or to apply,  see “applications” at 
duyouth.duke.edu

good work: Dya 10th anniversary celebration
in honor of dya’s 10th anniversary, all former students and staff are invited to 
campus June 24–26 to enjoy a celebratory dinner; hear comments from divinity 
school faculty fred edie, J. kameron carter, amy Laura hall, and stanley 
hauerwas; re-engage with worship and other academy practices; and learn  
more about the divinity school’s new youth ministry initiatives. for details,  
visit duyouth.duke.edu  

Duke youth Academy for Christian Formation 
alumni and former staff are invited to help 
celebrate the program’s 10th anniversary June 
24–26 at the Divinity School. Above, 2009 
DyA participants at Camp Chestnut Ridge.

less than a year after fr. Joseph 
taban Lasuba d’10 
returned to his native 
southern sudan, 
archbishop of the 
episcopal church of 

sudan daniel deng Bul yak asked him 
to serve as secretary for the peacemak-
ing efforts between the government and 
Lt. Gen. George athor, a dissident with 
the sudan People’s Liberation army 
who took up arms against the govern-
ment last year. 

the resulting cease-fire between 
athor and the Government of 
southern sudan came just days before 
a seven-day referendum began Jan. 
9, 2011, and was crucial to its peace-
ful process. the referendum was part 
of a peace deal that ended the civil 
war between sudan’s north and south 
that left about two million dead and 

forced about one million to flee the 
county. the result of the referendum, 
announced in february, will determine 
whether africa’s largest country is split 
in two, creating the independent nation 
of southern sudan. 

in an interview before he received 
his master of theology degree last may, 
Lasuba said that coming to the United 
states, combined with his experiences 
being displaced in northern sudan for 
20 years of the country’s second civil 
war (1983–2005), had given him “cour-
age and confidence” to return home.

“once, a little boy i knew from my 
former home parish came up to me 
after i had returned from seminary in 
Beirut and said, ‘all the ones who left 
[southern] sudan have never come 
back,’ ” said Lasuba, who was recently 
appointed principal at new Bishop 
Gwynne college in Juba. “this boy had 

seen many leave. his words struck me 
like an arrow. i told him, ‘even if no 
one else will come, i will come back for 
you.’ God spoke to me sacramentally 
through this small child.”

Read the entire interview by heather 

bixler D’11, published in the 2010–
2011 issue of Perspectives, the Anglican 
Episcopal house of Studies’ newsletter, at 
www.divinity.duke.edu/news-media/news/2010-

10-20-joseph-lasuba  

Fr. Joseph Taban Lasuba Aids Peacekeeping Efforts 
for Historic Vote in Sudan

Khartoum

juba

renKSudan

TO
P

: D
U

k
E P

h
O

TO
G

R
AP

h
y; B

O
TTO

M
: P

h
O

TO
 C

O
U

R
TES

y O
F D

yA



winter 2011 3

newsmakers

Registration Open 
for ‘Arts and the Life 
of the Church’ 
the arts can provide a source of  
inspiration as we seek new and vibrant 
ways of interpreting the Word.  

Join professor and musician Jeremy 
Begbie, author Marilynne Robinson,  
professor and musician Anthony kelley  
and the BlAk Ensemble, and the Rev.  
Dr. lillian Daniel for “Drawn into Scripture: 
Arts and the life of the Church” Oct. 
10–11, 2011, at the Divinity School’s 
2011 Convocation & Pastors’ School.

The event also will feature a worship 
service with illuminations from the Saint 
John’s Bible, a masterpiece of calligraphy, 
color, and design.

Register now: http://divinity.duke.edu/

initiatives-centers/lifelong-learning/cps-2011 

Did You Know?
the sessions from the 2010 Convocation & Pastors’ School are among the most 
widely downloaded audio recordings from across all of Duke University.   

As one alumnus reflected in a post-event evaluation: “The speakers really addressed 
a very wide spectrum of listeners. I am non-denominational/semi-evangelical and 
felt totally welcomed.” If you’d like to enjoy last year’s sessions—featuring lectures 
by Bishop n.T. Wright (below left), pastor Rob Bell, author Andy Crouch, and Bishop 
vashti Mckenzie—download or listen to them online via iTunes U: divinity.duke.edu/

initiatives-centers/leadership-education/convocation-pastors-school  

Fulbright Takes Arneson to Heidelberg

hans arneson D’04, one of 14 duke 
University students 
awarded a U.s. fulbright 
scholarship for the 
2010-11 academic year, 
is studying theology and 
religion at heidelberg 
University in Germany.

“the new testament faculty in 
heidelberg is very strong,” said 
arneson, who earned a master of theo-
logical studies degree at the divinity 
school in 2004, and is currently a doc-
toral student in new testament at duke. 

his engagement with the heidelberg 
scholars, he said, will help sharpen his 
own research as he works on his doc-
toral thesis. richard B. hays, dean of the 
divinity school and George washington 
ivey Professor of new testament, is his 
doctoral supervisor. 

arneson has been a visiting scholar 
at notre dame University and durham 
University (U.k.). he holds a bachelor 
of arts degree from augustana college 
in south dakota, where he majored in 
philosophy, physics, and religion.

two current divinity school faculty 

members were named fulbright schol-
ars while studying religion at duke: 
c. kavin rowe, assistant professor of 
new testament, and david m. moffitt, 
visiting assistant professor of new 
testament.  

other fulbright awardees from 
duke’s department of religion include 
t.J. Lang, 2009–10; Leroy huizenga, 
2004–05; erin yerby, 2003–04; and Peter 
dula, 2001–02.

the list of 2010–11 fulbright scholars 
from duke is available at http://news.

duke.edu/2010/10/fulbright.html 

Fr. Joseph Taban Lasuba Aids Peacekeeping Efforts 
for Historic Vote in Sudan
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Especially for Clergy 
and Church Musicians … 
‘The Sound of Hope’

Whether an ancient chant, a familiar 
hymn, or a truly “new 
song” that opens 
the heart, music is 
integral to the full 
expression of a loving 
communion and com-

munity of faith. Jeremy Begbie, thomas 
a. Langford research Professor 
of theology and director of duke 
initiatives in theology and the arts, will 
lead this march 10 program especially 
designed for clergy and church musi-
cians, and sponsored by the anglican 
episcopal house of studies. for more 
information or to register visit 
http://divinity.duke.edu/aehs-study-day 

God in America Features Faculty
professors rick lischer, Grant 
wacker, and Lauren winner were 
among the scholars interviewed for 

God in America, a PBs 
documentary that explores 
the 400-year history of the 
intersection of religion and 
american public life. PBs 
aired the series, also avail-
able on dvd, during three 
consecutive nights last 
october.  

assistant Professor 
of christian spirituality 
Lauren winner provided 
context for the battles in 
colonial virginia between 
the official church, which 

was anglican, and 
the Baptists, who 
were drawing con-
verts away from 
anglican parishes. 
winner’s most recent 
book is A Cheerful 
and Comfortable 

Faith: Anglican Religious Practice in 
the Elite Households of Eighteenth-
Century Virginia.

Professor of christian history Grant 
wacker, author of the forthcoming 
biography Billy Graham’s America, 
was interviewed about the charlotte-
born evangelist who became the face 
of america’s cold war religious revival. 

cleland Professor of Preaching 
richard Lischer provided background 
for the episode on the civil rights 
movement and the leadership  
of martin Luther king Jr. Lischer 
is the author of The Preacher King: 
Martin Luther King Jr. and the Word 
That Moved America. Learn more at  
www.pbs.org/godinamerica 

the PBs documentary 

God in America explores 

the 400-year history of the 

intersection of religion and 

american public life.   

lischer

Wacker

Winner

PARO, a robotic seal pup, was among the 
innovations explored at the Institute on 
Care at the End of life’s Roundtable “The 
Implications of Technology,” Oct. 25-27, at 
Duke Divinity School. The therapeutic device 
was developed by a Japanese firm as a low-
maintenance companion for those unable to 
have a live pet. From left, kirsten Corazzini, 
assistant professor of gerontology at the 
School of nursing; Dr. Ray Barfield, associ-
ate professor of pediatrics and Christian 
philosophy; Annette Orlowski, assistant vice 
president of clinical services, home health, 
and hospice, hCR ManorCare; and Dr. 
Richard Payne, professor of medicine and 
divinity and director of the institute. 
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Hauerwas, Two Alumni Authors Honored 

publishers Weekly named 
Hannah’s Child: A Theologian’s Memoir 
(eerdmans) by professor stanley 
hauerwas one of the past year’s 10 
best books in religion. the magazine 
praised hauerwas  for casting “a char-
acteristically thoughtful look back in an 
uncharacteristically self-revelatory way 
in a memoir that fulfills his mother’s 
powerfully formative intention for her 
child to do service to God.”

hauerwas, the Gilbert t. rowe 
Professor of theological ethics at the 
divinity school, was named to a one-
year term as president of the society 
of christian ethics at the group’s 
annual meeting Jan. 6–9, in new 
orleans, La.  

The Christian 
Century included 
hauerwas’ 
Hannah’s Child and 
a book from two 
alumni, Common 
Prayer: A Liturgy 
for Ordinary Radicals (Zondervan), 
among its top 10 titles in theology and 
spirituality for 2010. 

the magazine described Common 
Prayer authors Jonathan wilson-
hartgrove d’06, enuma okoro d’03, 
and shane claiborne as believers that 
“liturgy has the power to transcend 
cultural, national, ethnic, and denomi-
national divides and to transform lives 
and communities.” 

wilson-hartgrove is an 
associate minister at st. John’s 
Baptist church and lives nearby 
with his family at rutba house, 
a new monastic community 
in durham, n.c. okoro is the 
author of the memoir Reluctant 

Pilgrim and works as a writer, speaker, 
and workshop/retreat leader based in 
raleigh, n.c. claiborne is a founder of 
the simple way, a new monastic com-
munity in inner-city Philadelphia. 

The Christian Century described 
hauerwas’s account of his first wife’s 
mental illness and his own efforts to 
provide a healthy atmosphere for their 
son as “one of the ... more poignant fea-
tures” of Hannah’s Child. 

the Divinity school will host 
the conference “toward a moral 
consensus against torture: a 
Gathering of students, clergy, People 
of conscience, and People of faith,” 
on march 25–26.

the conference is part of a national 
effort by organizers to develop a 
moral consensus that “torture is never 
justified; it dehumanizes both victim 
and perpetrator; and it ultimately 
renders the nation that practices it 
morally damaged, less secure, and less 
human than before,” says amy Laura 
hall, conference coordinator and 
associate professor of christian ethics 
at the divinity school.

among the speakers are richard 
cizik, president, new evangelical 
Partnership for the common Good; 
christina cowger, coordinator, north 

carolina stop torture now; amy 
fettig, staff attorney with the acLU 
national Prison Project; Phil Griffin, 
leader of the civil constitutional 
litigation team at north carolina 
Prisoner Legal services; david 
Gushee, distinguished professor, 
mercer University, and board chair, 
new evangelical Partnership for the 
common Good; Linda Gustitus, pres-
ident, national religious campaign 
against torture; scott horton, con-
tributing editor of Harper’s Magazine; 
and George hunsinger, mccord 

Professor of systematic theology, 
Princeton theological seminary 
and founder, national religious 
campaign against torture.

conference sponsors are the 
duke human rights center, the 
n.c. council of churches, and 
the national religious campaign 
against torture. for information  
or to register, visit divinity.duke.edu/ 

moral-consensus-against-torture.
the deadline to register is  

march 18. 

Seeking ‘Consensus Against Torture’

“ ... the greatest protection against the    

 U.s. government’s use of torture is   

 a shared understanding that torture is  

 always wrong.”
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Hastings Cunniff-Dixon Physician Awards

Duke geriatrician anthony “tony” 
Galanos is among the 
recipients of the 2011 
hastings cunniff-dixon 
Physician awards 
honoring extraordinary 

commitment to caring for patients with 
serious and life-limiting illnesses. 

the national awards, which include 
cash prizes totaling $95,000, are 
administered by the duke institute 
on care at the end of Life (iceoL), 
whose director, richard Payne m.d., 
chaired the selection process.

 “as we debate health care policy in 
the United states, with all its contro-
versy about ‘death panels’ and such, 
we commend these physicians who 
provide care on a physical, psychologi-
cal, and spiritual level—not just for 

the patients themselves, but for their 
families and loved ones as well,” Payne 
said. “these five award winners are the 
people that we wish could provide care 
for all of us.”

Galanos is medical director of the 
duke University hospital Palliative 
care service in durham, n.c. his 
nominator wrote: “i have been most 
impressed not by his mastery of the 
science of palliative care… but by his 
display of the ‘art of medicine.’ he is 
truly a healer who addresses the suf-
fering of the whole person.” as the 
mid-career recipient, he will receive a 
$25,000 cash prize. 

learn more at http://divinity.duke.edu/ 

news-media/news/2011-01-14-cunniff- 

dixon-awards  

Professor Peter Storey (right) with 
leon Witbooi, the original architect for 
Seth Mokitimi Methodist Seminary, at 
dedication ceremonies Sept. 4, 2010, 
in Pietermaritzburg, South Africa. Storey, 
who led efforts to establish the new 
seminary, reports: “Already we see deep 
transformations among our seminar-
ians, with the promise of a more effective 
ministry in the years to come.” Storey 
is the former president of the Methodist 
Church of Southern Africa and the Divinity 
School’s Williams Professor Emeritus of 
the Practice of Christian Ministry.  

l. Gregory Jones D’85, G’88, vice 
president and vice provost for Duke 
University’s global strategy and pro-
grams, speaking at the dedication. 
Jones initiated the Divinity School’s 
partnership with the Methodist Church 
of Southern Africa during his tenure as 
dean (1997–2010).

Seth Mokitimi 
Seminary Dedicated

Leaders of the Future

first-year students andrew Barnhill, 
23, and John dormois, 65, made head-
lines early in the new year. 

the Huffington Post published 
Barnhill’s sermon “there 
is no rest” Jan. 11, 2011, in 
“Preachers of the future.” 
Barnhill was among 130 
participants at the second 

national festival of young Preachers, 
an ecumenical event sponsored by 
the academy of Preachers Jan. 8–9 
in Louisville, ky. he is pursuing dual 
degrees with duke’s schools of divinity 
and Law and is a fellow of the fund 
for theological education. read 
his sermon at www.huffingtonpost.
com/2011/01/12/finding-their-voice- 
for-g_n_806758.html

The Story with Dick Gordon, pro-
duced by n.c. Public radio 
for nPr,  follows cardiolo-
gist John dormois’ change 
of plans after serving as a 
hospital chaplain.  

“[dormois] was heading toward an 
easy, comfortable retirement in florida 
where he’d been practicing for 35 years. 
But last summer when he closed his 
practice, he didn’t head for the links. 
John is now a full-time student at 
duke’s divinity school.”

download or listen to the interview 
at http://thestory.org/archive/the_
story_010411_full_story.mp3/view

dormois blogs at http://divinitymd.

blogspot.com  

Barnhill

Dormois
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Nancy B. Anthony of oklahoma 
city, okla., is the execu-
tive director of the 
oklahoma city community 
foundation. her experi-

ence includes work as a consultant in 
statistics and demography, and she has 
taught at vanderbilt and oklahoma city 
University. active at crown heights 
United methodist church, she and 
her husband, Bob, who serves on the 
oklahoma corporation commission, 
have four daughters, including 
katherine, a duke divinity student.

Amanda J. Dean D’10 of durham, 
n.c., is the campus min-
ister and executive direc-
tor of the wesley campus 
ministry at the University 

of north carolina-chapel hill. she 
has extensive mission experience both 
domestically and internationally, includ-
ing missions to the Bahamas, mexico, 
Guatemala, el salvador, the dominican 
republic, cuba, and nicaragua. she 
is one of three “recent Graduate” 
appointees serving on the board.

William L. “Bill” Lee D’78 of 
roanoke, va., is senior 
pastor at Loudon avenue 
christian church, where he 
has led innovative minis-

tries during the past 33 years. he is a 
founder of new horizon healthcare, 
past chair of the United way of 
roanoke, a resolution specialist with the 
veterans administration, and vice presi-
dent of the child health investment 
Partnership of roanoke valley. he 
served for two years as the moderator 
of the christian church (disciples of 

christ) denomination in the United 
states and canada. he and his wife, 
dana, licensing specialist for the 
virginia department of social services, 
are the parents of a son and a daughter.

Thaddeus L. “Thad” McDonald III 
D’77 of raleigh, n.c., is a 
professor in the University 
of north carolina school 
of medicine, department 

of obstetrics and Gynecology, and 
the director of the wakemed faculty 
Physicians department of ob/Gyn. 
nationally recognized for outstanding 
clinical teaching, he has also chaired 
medical executive staffs and founda-
tions with wakemed. he and his wife, 
margueritte Gilkey mcdonald, a phy-
sician specializing in obstetrics/gyne-
cology, are active members of highland 
United methodist church and the 
parents of two daughters. thad’s late 
father, Thaddeus L. McDonald Jr. D’44 
was a United methodist pastor.

Michael L. Robinson of winston-
salem, n.c., is co-man-
aging partner with the 
law firm robinson & 
Lawing. he is a mem-

ber of the n.c. state Bar council and 
the dispute resolution commission. 
he has chaired the boards for arbor 
acres retirement community of the 
United methodist church, the hospice 
and Palliative care center inc., the 
committee on the episcopacy for the 
western n.c. conference of the United 
methodist church, and the Parish 
ministry fund at duke divinity school. 
he is a long-time parishioner and 
leader at centenary United methodist 

church. he and his wife, wynn tanner, 
are the parents of four grown children.

Sue S. Williams of atlanta, Ga., is 
a retired singer and music 
educator who has taught at 
both emory and mercer. 
her leadership experience 

spans the arts and higher education. she 
has served with the atlanta symphony 
orchestra, warren wilson college, and 
columbia theological seminary. an 
elder at trinity Presbyterian church, 
she has been clerk of session, chair of 
fine arts, chair of worship and music, 
and chair of the 50th anniversary jubi-
lee. she and her husband, Neil Williams 
T’58, L’61, former chair of the duke 
University board of trustees, are the 
parents of a son (who is a duke gradu-
ate) and a daughter. 

Six Newcomers Join Board of Visitors

Duke university President Richard Brodhead has appointed six new members to the Divinity School’s Board of visitors. 
The 36-member group provides counsel and support for the school’s leadership, mission, and programs. Robert Scott, a 
retired attorney and United Methodist layman from San Antonio, Texas, chairs the board.

c O R R E c T I O N

karl Grant, pastor of Cedar Grove (n.C.) 
United Methodist Church, earned his M.Div. 
in 2006, not in 2009, as was reported in 
the Fall 2010 edition of Divinity. he is cur-
rently in his ninth year in parish ministry. 
Cedar Grove UMC is among three partner 
churches from the n.C. Annual Conference 
in the Divinity School’s Thriving Rural 
Communities program.
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Divinity Earns CASE Awards

the Divinity school has received 
awards for magazine feature writing, 
website redesign, and the clergy health 
initiative’s spirited Life program 
from the council for advancement 
and support of education (case), 
southeast district iii. 

an award of excellence for feature 
writing went to sherry williamson’s 
entry “as we forgive” (Divinity 
winter 2010), about Ugandan human 
rights activist angelina atyam, whose 
14-year-old daughter was abducted by 
the Lord’s resistance army in 1996. 
during the seven years before she and 
her daughter were reunited, atyam 
co-founded the Ugandan concerned 
Parents association, a group that advo-
cated for the release of all children 
abducted during the conflict. she was 
awarded the United nations human 
rights Prize in 1998. 

atyam traveled from Uganda to 
duke in the fall of 2009 for “creating 
an oasis of Peace”, a workshop on 
forgiveness, advocacy, and community 

sponsored by the school’s center for 
reconciliation. the feature article, 
which has advanced to competition for 
a Grand award in feature writing, was 
edited by elisabeth stagg, designed by 
regina Barnhill-Bordo, and photo-
graphed by donn young Photography. 

the entry by michelle rudolph and 
Jonathan Goldstein for the divinity 
school’s new website, which launched 
in July 2010, received a special merit 
award. rudolph, who is the school’s 
web technology coordinator, and 
Goldstein, associate dean for com-
munications (2003–10), collaborated 
with duke web services to create the 
new site. the redesign involved input 
from all areas of the divinity school 
over the course of more than a year. 
Goldstein is currently executive direc-
tor of communications for the univer-
sity’s office of alumni affairs.

a special merit award went to kate 
rugani’s marketing and recruitment 
materials for spirited Life, a multi-
year holistic health program offered 

by the duke clergy health initiative 
and funded by the duke endowment 
for United methodist clergy in north 
carolina. approximately two-thirds 
of the 1,800 eligible clergy are now 
enrolled in the program, which offers 
each participant wellness services 
over two years. Photography for the 
campaign was by donn young; Laura 
hughes was the designer.

there were more than 950 entries in 
16 categories in this year’s competition. 
award winners will be recognized and 
the Grand award winners in each cate-
tory will be announced at the case 
southeast district iii conference, feb. 
20–23, in new orleans, La. 

in an intervieW with the duke 
endowment, edgardo colón-emeric, 

assistant research 
professor of theology 
and hispanic studies 
and director of the 
hispanic house of 
studies, discusses the 

steps the divinity school is taking to 
support and advance hispanic/Latino 
ministry in north carolina.

colón-emeric describes his vision as 
“a more integrated sense of hispanic 
ministry in the life of churches, where 
existing congregations start asking, 

‘who is my neighbor?’ and try to 
reach out to whoever their neighbors 
are—anglo, african american, Latino, 
whatever.  …that vision is very much 
grounded in scripture, but it is difficult 
because it requires reconciliation. it 
requires people who do not know each 
other at first to learn each other’s ways. 
it’s difficult because many of us prefer 
being surrounded by people who are 
just like us. it’s easier to start a hispanic 
ministry in spanish that’s focused only 
on hispanics, but i don’t think that is 
ultimately faithful or sustainable.”

for church leaders, the hispanic 

house of studies serves as a resource 
center. for students, it offers oppor-
tunities that can enrich the divinity 
school experience. a fellowship 
program includes a 10-week summer 
field education placement in hispanic/
Latino ministry and a chance to experi-
ence the methodist church in Latin 
america. fellows commit to serving 
at least five years in a hispanic/Latino 
ministry setting.

learn more at http://divinity.duke.edu/initia-

tives-centers/hispanic-house 

Supporting Hispanic/Latino Ministry 
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Divinity Library Celebrates Volume 400,000

the acquisition of the Encyclopedia 
of Religion in America, the divinity 
school Library’s 400,000th volume, 
likely made the divinity Library 10th in 

size among theo-
logical libraries in 
north america, 
roger Loyd told 
faculty, staff, and 
student guests at 
an october recep-

tion during the last week of theological 
Libraries month. in terms of quality, 
he added, the library’s collections rank 
even higher.

“my predecessor, donn michael 
farris, described us as ‘one of the top 
seven such collections,’” said Loyd, who 
in 1992 followed farris as director of 
the divinity school Library. while Loyd 
said he would agree with that ranking, 
he added, “with electronic collections 
being such an important part of our 
work, it is more difficult to compare.”

in 1950, when farris became librar-
ian, the divinity school Library had 
approximately 30,000 volumes. By June 
1995, the collections had grown tenfold.

“today we celebrate the addition  
of 100,000 more titles in just 15 years  
to reach 400,000,” said Loyd, adding  
“onward to 500,000!”

assistant Professor of american 
christianity kate Bowler’s essay 
“Positive thinking” is included in  
the Encyclopedia of Religion in 
America, a comprehensive reference 
source on the historical development  
of faiths in north america and reli-
gion’s intersection with political, 
social, and economic life. Professor of 
christian history Grant wacker served 
as an editorial adviser for the reference 

set, which the library also offers as an 
electronic resource. 

the reception included the announce-
ment of the winner of the “top 10 
reasons to visit the divinity school 
Library,” an annual competition among 
first-year students. kathy randall won 
with the entry, “at night, when it is quiet, 
you can feel the other readers who have 
gone before you in the stacks.”  

newsmakers

s h a r e  y o u r  f e e D b a c k

Divinity magazine welcomes comments and suggestions from readers. 
If you have an idea for a feature story or first-person column, or know 
an alumnus who would be ideal for a profile, let us know:
 
write:  Editor, Divinity magazine, Duke Divinity School
 Box 90970, Durham, nC 27708-0970
call:  919.660.3412
E-mail:  magazine@div.duke.edu 

Letters to the Editor may be edited for clarity or length. 

help update your Record
Please complete and mail the inserted card, including your 
denominational affiliation and judicatory, or update this information 
at www.divinity.duke.edu/update

 

Students Aaron harrison, Adam 
Darragh (left) and Barbie Izlar (far 
right) join library Director Roger loyd, 
Dean Richard hays, and Assistant 
Professor of American Christianity 
kate Bowler, whose essay is included 
in the library’s 400,000th volume. 
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New Degrees Reflect 
a Changing Church
A STUDY BY THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATiON REPORTS BENEFiTS THAT 
SUPPORT THE NATiONAL TREND TOwARD HYBRiD THEOLOgiCAL EDUCATiON.

ot long ago, Craig hill 
met a promising young 
woman interested in a 

career in youth ministry. She 
was bright and eager to use 
her academic gifts in service 
to the church. Because of 
family commitments, however, 
there was no way she could 
pursue a traditional residential 
theological degree. It was an 
“impossible choice,” says hill, 
research professor of theologi-
cal pedagogy.  

the divinity school now provides an 
option for her and similar students, the 
new master of arts in christian practice 
(m.a.c.P.) degree, which will prepare 
them for youth ministry or a role in their 
church’s diaconate. 

“this degree program will meet the 
needs of such students without requiring 
that they quit jobs and move their fami-
lies to durham,” says hill. 

he was hired last July as executive 
director of two new degree programs—

N
By ROb mOll  |  PhOTOGRAPhy By DONN yOuNg
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the m.a.c.P. and the doctor of ministry 
(d.min.)—that make specialized forms 
of graduate theological education at 
duke more accessible to students who 
live and work at a distance from the 
durham, n.c., campus. 

duke asked hill to lead the two 
hybrid programs in part because of his 
long experience in applying new tech-
nologies to the task of education. 

“i’ve always had a technologi-
cal bent,” he says. “i bought my first 
computer in 1982, and i taught myself 
to write educational software.” that 
software was used at oxford (U.k.), 
where hill was a doctoral student, and 
yale, where he later served as a henry 
r. Luce fellow.

hill has long been interested in how 
technology can facilitate learning. 
“there is a need in the church for more 
substantive, high-quality theological 
education,” he says. “and there are not 
enough vehicles to meet that need.” 

By incorporating online learning 
into the m.a.c.P., the school hopes to 
deepen professional and lay church 
members’ theological preparation for 
service to the church. at the same time, 
the d.min. degree will provide pastors 
and ministry leaders with robust and 
formative academic training that will 
expand the divinity school’s ability 
to prepare leaders for the church and 
other christian institutions.

“these new degrees will expand  
the way in which the divinity school’s 
resources are accessible to those  
currently working in the church and 
the wider public,” says richard hays, 
dean of the divinity school and 
George washington ivey Professor  
of new testament. 

New educational model
while online and other forms of dis-
tance education have been part of 
graduate education for years, they’re 

new to the divinity school as well as  
to most major research schools. 

these programs fit the needs of 
today’s theological students. more stu-
dents today are either older than 50 or 
younger than 30, according to daniel 
aleshire, executive director of the 
association of theological schools. 

“younger students are more likely 
to have attained academic honors as 
undergraduates,” aleshire says, “but to 
have had less background in the church 
and less initial interest in congrega-
tional forms of ministry.” 

on the other hand, older students 
have a church background, but are 
looking to enter congregational minis-
try for the first time. 

in addition, today’s students reflect 
the broader culture in that they have 
less theological grounding in the faith 
than previous generations. aleshire 
recognizes that while many applicants 
have more background with service and 
mission engagement, “there is often less 
vocational clarity.”

even those already serving in 
churches often lack theological edu-
cation. studies have shown that 70 
percent of those in full-time youth 
ministry have no theological educa-
tion. while they have a passion for the 
gospel and for kids, they are missing 
deeper reflection on their faith. “that 
was a trigger for these programs,” says 

hays. “there’s a real need here.”
degree programs that blend web-

based and residential learning reflect 
broad trends affecting both students and 
the church. “students are being asked 
to bear more of the cost of theologi-
cal education,” aleshire says. “distance 
programs reduce costs for them because 
they do not have to leave jobs and 
move.” at the same time, innovative 
technologies and broad internet access 
allow for the delivery of a range of new 
multimedia education options. 

after more than a decade of experi-
ence, schools have learned what works. 
“all of these factors contribute to the 
increase of these programs and the abil-
ity of an accrediting agency to evalu-
ate and approve them,” says aleshire. 
“there are still questions, big questions 
for many: can online models provide 
the personal and spiritual formation 
that we have assumed residential mod-
els have provided? can online models 
provide the kind of professional social-
ization that residential models have 
provided in the past?”

a study conducted by the U.s. 
department of education found that 
strictly online classes were actually 
more effective in getting students  
to learn their material than were  
traditional face-to-face classes. the 
study also found that the most  
effective learning environment— 

By ROb mOll  |  PhOTOGRAPhy By DONN yOuNg

The D.Min. and M.A.C.P. degrees are 
specialized forms of graduate theological 
education that make Duke Divinity School 
more accessible to students who live 
and work at a distance from the Durham, 
n.C., campus. 

— cRaIg hIll, Research Professor of Theological Pedagogy,
  Executive Director of D.Min. and M.A.C.P. Programs
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Senior pastors seeking leaders for youth ministry “often cite a lack of theological 
depth among applicants and a high rate of employee turnover” as their greatest 
challenges, says Craig hill, director of the M.A.C.P./youth Ministry degree program.

“youth ministers themselves mention the high cost of formal theological educa-
tion and their relative job insecurity,” adds hill. “Duke’s M.A.C.P. Tuition Covenant 
Agreement is meant to address each of these issues, creating a win-win for both 
churches and youth ministers.” 

Through the covenant, the church pays most or all of the expenses for its youth 
minister to pursue the M.A.C.P. degree at Duke Divinity School. In return, the youth 
minister serves for an agreed period of time—such as the two years of study, plus 
three years in full-time ministry.

At the end of each year of service, the church formally forgives the corresponding 
portion of the debt.

“The church gets a better educated and more dedicated employee, and a stronger 
and more consistent youth ministry,” says hill. “The youth minister gains expertise, 
professional identity, and a measure of job security.” 

learn more at www.divinity.duke.edu/academics/degrees/master-arts-christian-practice

more so than either online or residen-
tial programs—was one that combined 
real and virtual classrooms. this is the 
approach taken by duke’s new d.min. 
and m.a.c.P. programs. 

for ellen davis, amos ragan kearns 
distinguished Professor of Bible and 
Practical theology, this hybrid approach 
shows promise, though she wants to see 
it in action. “through the years of my 
teaching, i have greatly enjoyed settings 
where i could work intensively with a 
class for a week,” she says. 

the response that she receives from 
those students confirms that intensive 
sessions have a long-lasting effect. the 
combination of intensive study at duke 
with continued web-based learning 
“seems to offer even more potential,” 
davis says.

a third new degree, the one-year 
master of arts in christian studies 
(m.a.c.s.), requires two semesters 
of traditional classroom study at the 
divinity school, which remains com-

mitted to the residential model for its 
m.div., m.t.s., and th.m. degrees. 

hays says duke will maintain a strong 
focus on residential education for the 
m.div., the basic credential for ordina-
tion in the United methodist church. 
“we don’t plan to offer an online m.div. 
it is crucial to be in residence here to 
receive the personal and spiritual for-
mation necessary for ordained ministry.”

however, the experience of duke’s 
fuqua school of Business convinced 
him and his colleagues at the divinity 
school that online education can be of 
high quality. “the outcomes in terms of 
student learning are at least as good as 
traditional programs,” hays says. “some 
skeptics, myself included, have become 
convinced that this is a viable way to 
create communities of learning.”

Duke will maintain a strong focus on resi-
dential education for the M.Div., the basic 
credential for ordination in the United 
Methodist Church. “We don’t plan to offer an 
online M.Div. It is crucial to be in residence 
here to receive the personal and spiritual 
formation necessary for ordained ministry.” 

— RIchaRD hays, 
  Dean of the Divinity School and 
  George Washington Ivey Professor of new Testament

TUiT iON COVENANT HELPS SUPPORT YOUTH MiNiSTRY
application DeaDlines

M.A.C.P./Youth Ministry Cohort: A low-resi-
dency graduate-professional degree ordinarily 
of two academic years for those interested in 
youth ministry. Apply by March 15 for sum-
mer 2011.

D.Min.: This academically rigorous doctoral 
program involves two academic years of 
coursework (low-residency) followed by a 
period of research and writing, ordinarily of 
one to two additional years. Apply by March 
15 for fall 2011.

M.A.C.S.:  A general academic degree ordi-
narily of one academic year for those inter-
ested in exploring theological study. Rolling 
admissions. Final deadline for Fall 2011 is 
April 1. 

For more information, visit 
http://divinity.duke.edu/admissions  
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Extending Duke’s Vision
associate dean for academic 
formation and Programs Laceye 
warner, who is also associate profes-
sor of the practice of evangelism and 
methodist studies, chaired the task 
force that led to the creation of the new 
degree programs. while there was una-
nimity among the faculty to pursue the 
new degree programs, the group also 
agreed on some non negotiables. 

“we must maintain our commit-
ment to scholarship, community, and 
to the christian church,” says warner. 

But there is room to explore how duke 
could expand its impact in the church 
and the world. 

the d.min., a professional degree for 
career church leaders and a staple of 
theological education, has come under 
fire at some schools where boosting 
enrollment supplanted academic rigor.  
“duke’s degree will look different,” says 
dean hays. “our degree program will 
be more engaging, and involve serious 
and enhanced study.” 

according to warner, the d.min. 
will provide pastors an opportunity to 
think through problems in practical and 
theological ways and “will offer tangible 
steps and a network of other students to 
provide assistance.”

for ron hall, who graduated from 
duke’s trinity college in 1956 and from 
the divinity school in 1959, having a 
doctor of ministry program at duke is 
an exciting prospect. hall said his own 

d.min. from emory University was a 
life- and career-changing experience. 

“i was on the staff at Peachtree road 
Umc (atlanta, Ga.) and later at myers 
Park Umc in charlotte (n.c.),” says 
hall. “the doctoral program revital-
ized my ministry in both theory and in 
practice in those mid-career days. i will 
always be grateful for that opportu-
nity, and i’m very happy that it will be 
offered at duke for others.”

Like the d.min., the m.a.c.P. is a 
hybrid program that combines online 
coursework with intensive residency. 

the first cohort is designed for those 
engaged or interested in professional or 
lay ministry with youth, but who do not 
plan to seek ordination. future sections 
of the m.a.c.P. are expected to attract 
other professionals, such as lawyers or 
health care workers.

the master of arts in christian studies 
is a one-year residential program for 
students who seek a general, interdisci-
plinary approach to theological educa-
tion. not intended for those seeking 
the Ph.d. or ordination, the m.a.c.s. 
is for professionals and other students 
interested in theological education, and 
also for graduate students who seek to 
bring theological reflection into their 
vocational lives.

“i have been a new testament pro-
fessor for the past 20 years and have 
taught well over a thousand students 
in that period,” craig hill says. “i have 
deep respect for the model of residen-

tial theological education, especially 
for those entering ordained full-time 
pastoral ministry. But i have become 
aware of the need for a better-educated 
laity, especially as lay professionals have 
become increasingly important to the 
life of many denominations.”

hill said that no educational model is 
perfect. “for full-time ordained minis-
try, duke’s current model—residential 
full-time education—is one of the best. 
however, if that’s all we do, we narrow 
our impact. my reason for being here 
is to help duke divinity to extend its 
mission.”

the impact of these programs, hays 
says, could be vast. “ideally, they will 
produce a wave of energy and renewal 
in the church.”

there are lay and professional min-
isters with high levels of sophistication 
and expertise in their professional fields 
who are hungry for a deeper, fuller, and 
more nuanced understanding of the 
Bible and theology, says hays. “there’s 
a nagging hunger for meatier study.”

warner describes the ideal outcome 
as bringing duke “closer to the energy 
and momentum of church renewal.”

for hill, who worked in United 
methodist churches for a decade, the 
new degrees will provide immediate 
benefits for those serving on the front 
lines of faith communities, which in turn 
will be more likely to flourish. 

“it’s hard to maintain an active 
intellectual and spiritual life in those 
positions,” says hill. “But it is enliven-
ing to come into a situation surrounded 
by first-rate scholars and students in a 
structure that requires you to think and 
write. many people long for such an 
opportunity, and we are grateful to be in 
a position to provide it.” 

ROb mOll is author of The Art of Dying: 
Living Fully into the Life to Come (IvP 
Books, 2010). 

The D. Min. will provide pastors an  
opportunity to think through problems  
in practical and theological ways, and  
will offer tangible steps and a network of 
other students to provide assistance. 

— lacEyE waRNER, 
   Associate Dean for Academic Formation and Programs 
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n fridays at noon, members of the 

duke muslim community quietly enter the 

divinity school’s york room for Jummu’ah. 

By ones, twos, and threes, they slip off their 

shoes and take a place on a makeshift prayer 

rug—eight white sheets spread across the 

floor—facing mecca. the men line up in the 

front and middle rows, while women wearing 

traditional hijab head covers above their blue 

jeans form a row in the back. they bow, kneel, 

and prostrate themselves in islam’s ritualized 

sign of humility.

   among the worshippers is abdullah antepli, 

who in 2008 became duke University’s first 

muslim chaplain. although islamic clergy 

are becoming more commonplace on college 

campuses, antepli remains among a handful 

who serve as full-time chaplains in american 

higher education. 

   antepli has invited imam abdul h. waheed 

of the muslim society of america, who vol-

unteered for many years as duke’s part-time 

chaplain, to preach this particular friday, 

and a duke undergraduate to lead prayers. 

antepli leads the weekly service twice a month 

and encourages members of duke’s muslim com-

munity—students, staff, and fac-

ulty—to participate, an experience 

he considers essential to their for-

mation as leaders of the faith. 

divine
Intervention 

o

Top: Opening prayers  
during Jummu’ah in the 
Divinity School’s york 
Room; Imam Abdullah  
Antepli; worshippers  
facing Mecca.

By shERRy wIllIamsON & ElIsabETh sTagg  |  PhOTOGRAPhy By DONN yOuNg

the miraculous Journey of abdullah antepli
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on the wall are portraits of two 
methodist patriarchs: the rev. George 
washington ivey, whose family 
endowed the chair now held by dean 
richard B. hays, and Bishop John 
carlisle kilgo, president of trinity 
college from 1894–1910. york was 
named for the rev. Brantley york, 
founder of the rural school that evolved 
into trinity college and then duke 
University, and was the center of com-
munity worship at the divinity school 
from 1930 until 2005, when the new 
Goodson chapel opened. the york 
room now serves as a reading room 
available for special events, including 
services such as Jummu’ah. 

once the service ends, many  
students rush off to classes, but  
other worshippers linger to visit  
with antepli and one another. the 
sense of community is palpable.

“abdullah antepli has completely 
revitalized muslim life on campus 

by greatly increasing the number of 
muslim students participating, and 
by building relationships with people 
of different backgrounds,” says sobia 
shariff, a duke University senior and 
former co-president of the muslim 
student association.  

duke’s center for muslim Life,  
dedicated in 2009, is not just a place 
where muslims can gather and feel 
at home, she adds. “it’s a place where 
anyone can learn about islam and 
spend time with muslims.”

the soft-spoken antepli’s sense of 
humor surfaces with quicksilver speed, 
his tone shifting from gentle solemnity 
to bemused wordplay. he describes 
himself as an enthusiastic fan of duke 
basketball and the only imam who 
“prays for the devils”—a reference to 
the university’s Blue devil mascot. the 
men’s 2010 national ncaa basketball 
championship is proof, he quips, “of the 
power of prayer.” 

he was born three weeks premature, 
says antepli, 37,  because of his eager-
ness “to see God’s manifestation in all 
of creation. i couldn’t wait any longer.” 

that curiosity, he says with a more 
serious tone, is a manifestation of the 
divine, leading him from his native 
turkey across the world “in search of 
God’s unique fingerprints. i see them in 
the many different shapes, textures, and 
colors of diversity.”

one of six children, antepli was born 
march 6, 1973, to a privileged family in 
maras, very near antioch, the city in 
southeastern turkey where the apostle 
Paul based his ministry. the senior 
antepli owned a small business selling 
auto parts; his wife cared for the family 
in their comfortably secular neighbor-
hood. soon after the end of world war 
i, the turkish government had begun 
a campaign to propel the country from 
its traditional islamic roots toward 
european-style modernization. muslim 

Ed.’s note: The News & Observer 
(Raleigh, n.C.) published this essay 
Aug. 13, 2010, after a Florida pastor 
announced he would burn copies of  
the Quran on Sept. 11.

a small church in Gainesville, Fla., 
(ironically called Dove World Outreach 
Center) has announced plans to burn cop-
ies of the Quran on Sept. 11, in vengeful 
commemoration of the terrorist attacks 
on new york and Washington nine years 
ago. This news item happened to reach 
me while I was attending a conference in 
Berlin, Germany—and for that reason it 
struck me with special force.

Earlier that same day, I had stood in a 
public square known as the Bebelplatz, 
just across the street from Berlin’s 
humboldt University. In the middle of the 
Bebelplatz there is a translucent panel 
embedded in the pavement. looking down 
through the glass, you see below ground 
many rows of white bookshelves, all com-
pletely empty.

This simple but moving memorial is 
designed to recall the events of May 10, 
1933, when nazi propaganda minister 
Joseph Goebbels instigated a book-burning 
to destroy books by Jewish authors, along 
with other ideologically “incorrect” works. 
With the eager participation of the SS and 

the hitler youth, more than 20,000 books 
were burned in the Bebelplatz on that 
infamous day, in the shadow of Germany’s 
pre-eminent university. 

nearby stands a plaque containing the 
words of the German poet heinrich heine: 
“Dort, wo man Bücher verbrennt,  
verbrennt man am Ende auch Menschen” 
(“There, where they burn books, they will 
in the end burn people.”) heine wrote 
those words in 1820. One hundred and 
thirteen years later, his prophecy began 
coming true, and heine’s own works were 
among those burned by the nazis.

having just witnessed Berlin’s rueful 
monument of public contrition, I was dis-
mayed to hear the report of the planned 
book-burning in Florida—not least because 
I fear this planned event is a sign and 
symptom of the angry temper of our times.

Many Christian leaders in the United 
States promptly disavowed and deplored 

wwJd? 
not burn the Quran
By RIchaRD b. hays, 

DEAn AnD GEORGE WAShInGTOn IvEy PROFESSOR OF nEW TESTAMEnT
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the spiteful plans of the tiny Florida 
church. Richard land, director of the 
Southern Baptist Convention’s Ethics and 
Religious liberty Commission, called the 
plan “appalling, disgusting and brainless.”

news reports gave several reasons for 
such disapproval: Burning Muslim books 
is contrary to America’s own ideals of 
freedom of speech and religion; such 
actions will exacerbate tensions between 
Christians and Muslims around the world; 
if Christians burn the Quran, we may soon 
see Muslims burning Bibles. (The last 
point seems to be a pragmatist permuta-
tion of the Golden Rule: Don’t do some-
thing bad to somebody else, because if 
you do, they may retaliate.)

But in fact followers of Jesus have 
deeper reasons not to burn the books of 
their enemies, reasons integral to their 
own faith.

The apostle Paul, struggling against 

opponents of his gospel in the city of 
Corinth, insisted that “the weapons we 
fight with are not the weapons of the 
world.” Rather than resorting to violence, 
he sought to “demolish arguments” and 
“captivate every thought” through open 
statement of the truth.

For him, to use coercive or deceptive 
means would be to succumb to the forces 
he was opposing. his message could be 
defended only by clear, peaceful procla-
mation of the word. As Angel nuñez of the 
national hispanic Christian leadership 
Conference observed, “The greatest 
weapon a Christian has is godly love.”

Similarly, the Gospel of luke tells a story 
about Jesus’ response to a Samaritan 
village that rejected him and his follow-
ers. his disciples James and John asked, 
“lord, do you want us to command fire 
to come down from heaven and consume 
them?” But Jesus rebuked them and said 

(according to some ancient manuscripts of 
luke’s Gospel), “no, you don’t know what 
spirit you belong to” (luke 9:51–56).

I fear that my Christian brothers and 
sisters in the Dove World Outreach Center, 
like James and John, do not know what 
spirit they belong to. If they burn the 
Quran, they will be acting in the spirit of 
Goebbels. history has taught us where 
that leads. But if they listen to Jesus, they 
will learn that his way is not to call down 
fire against enemies. Instead, his way is 
to commend the gospel through open 
statement of the truth—to act in a spirit of 
patience and generosity, to return good for 
evil, to pray for those who hurt us. That is 
the spirit of Jesus. 

I pray that the citizens of Gainesville  
will not someday in the future need  
to build a memorial like the one in 
Berlin’s Bebelplatz. 

clothing was replaced by western-style 
dress; centuries of islamic faith practices 
were supplanted by secular priorities. 
during antepli’s childhood, as still 
today, the country’s 120,000 imams were 
made civil servants of the government. 
imams are issued the same sermon to 
preach at weekly worship. 

as a boy of 8, antepli recalls a sense 
of discovering God. But he lacked 
the language to articulate that experi-
ence, and knew no one in whom he 
could safely confide. during his teens, 
he became increasingly fascinated by 
islam, which he learned about through 
muslim friends at school, a few teachers, 
and books. he began to study holy texts, 
and to pray, hiding his growing faith 
from his parents and siblings. 

into this unlikely household, says 
antepli, “God came and filled a huge 
gap in my heart when i was 13 years 
old. God entering my heart provided an 
amazing fulfillment. 

“even though my family had every-
thing we needed materially, i felt 
something was not right. islam, with its 
perfect connection of daily prayers lead-
ing to God—and verifying that relation-
ship by loving others—closed that gap.”

antepli was careful to pray mostly 
at neighborhood mosques, although he 
feared that a neighbor would recog-
nize him and might tell his parents. he 
performed his early morning prayers 

as quietly as possible behind the closed 
door of his bedroom. 

one morning, his mother awoke to 
sounds coming from his room. when 
she discovered him praying on his bed-
room carpet, she screamed.

“it was so traumatic … as if she had 
caught me using drugs,” says antepli. “i 
was devastated and disappointed, but i 
knew what i was doing was not wrong. 
i was caught between a rock and a hard 

From left, Abdullah Antepli 
with his brothers Gultekin and 
Ali, and their mother, Sukran 
Antepli. Above, 10-year-old 
Abdullah’s 5th-grade photo.
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place—between the love and respect 
of my parents and my faith. my parents 
were not bad people. they reacted out 
of compassion, because they believed 
what the society said—that religion was 
an ugly and bad thing. Looking back on 
it now, i realize my family was a victim 
of their own misperceptions about islam 

and religion. and they failed to realize 
how much fun i was having with this 
business of religion.”

By the time he entered high school, 
the conflict between him and his parents 
led them to issue an ultimatum: aban-
don islam or move out of their home.

antepli joined a madrasah, an islamic 

school where boys of all ages lived and 
studied in preparation to become reli-
gious leaders. 

it was a difficult three years for 
antepli. he had no financial support 
from his parents or other relatives, who 
shared the same anti-religious views. he 
earned scholarships from the school, 

a Prayer for congress

offering the opening prayer at the U.S. 
house of Representatives last spring gave 
Duke’s Muslim chaplain the rare opportu-
nity to open an interfaith conversation with 
the entire nation. 

Abdullah Antepli, who served as guest 
chaplain at the invitation of Congressman 
David Price D-n.C., became the first 
Muslim in that role since 2003, and only 
the fourth ever. 

“The campus and the nation appreciated 
seeing a human face and voice of Muslims,” 
Antepli says. The opportunity to represent 
Islamic Muslims before the house “lifted 
a heavy weight in the hearts, minds, and 
souls of many Muslims in the United States. 
hopefully, the words of the prayer corrected 
the negative stereotype of Muslims by show-
ing the peaceful essence of Islam—to love 
God and love each other.” 

Watch video of the prayer at 
http://ondemand.duke.edu/listing/tag/
abdullah%20antepli%20muslim/

Opening Prayer before the U.S. House of Representatives, March 3, 2010

Oh God of all nations,
Look with favor upon this esteemed Congress.
Guide these important decision makers with Your Divine Light.
Be their source of strength and comfort.
Enable them to serve You and glorify Your names by serving the citizens 
 of this great nation and the entire humanity regardless of their gender, 
 ethnicity, or religion.
Oh God, make them Your instruments to deliver Your Divine Mercy 
 and Compassion.
Bless them with Your Openness and Humility.
Fill their hearts and minds with passion and determination to improve the 
 quality of the life of their fellow human beings.
Grant them success in their efforts to wipe out poverty, ignorance, racism, and  
 hate in this country and beyond.
Oh God, make these women and men peacemakers, healers, and bridge builders,  
 so urgently needed in our wounded and broken times.
Give them the strength that they need to keep what needs to be kept.
Give them the courage that they need to change what needs to be changed.
Give them the wisdom that they need to distinguish the one from the other.
Oh God, if we forget You, do not forget us.
In Your most Holy and Beautiful names, we pray.
Amen – Abdullah Antepli



winter 2011 19

which was mandated to help orphans 
and other needy children, and worked 
at odd jobs after school and on week-
ends. during his last few months of high 
school, he learned that his father was 
dying. “his death brought us together, 
and i was able to reconcile with the 
rest of my family gradually afterward,” 
he says. “now my family has grown to 
respect what i do.”

although antepli resisted becom-
ing an imam in an atmosphere where 
religion is rigidly controlled by the 
government, his spiritual mentor con-
vinced him that his resistance, like that 
of reluctant prophets in both the Bible 
and the Quran, was a sign from God. 
But he knew in his heart that he would 
have to leave turkey to experience 
fully God’s diversity.

after earning his degree and com-
pleting imam training in 1996, antepli 
wanted to continue working for social 
justice, a passion he had discovered 
during college. he spent the next eight 
years in southeast asia with faith-based 
nGos building orphanages and helping 
to rescue children trapped in the sex 
trade. those efforts were as gratifying as 
they were heartbreaking. 

“i was helping make a difference in 
the lives of thousands of children,” says 
antepli, whose faith is grounded in the 
concept of service. “nothing fulfills me 
more than alleviating human suffer-
ing—enabling people to fulfill their 
dreams and potential in life. Just like in 

southeast asia, i do that at duke on a 
daily basis.”

among the children antepli helped 
in Burma was maung kyi, a 6-year-old 
boy whose parents had sold two older 
sons into slavery.

“i gave the parents $75, and then 
gifts of food, sugar, and rice, to keep 
them from selling him,” says antepli, 
who stayed in touch with the family, 
and was eventually able to help maung 
attend school.  

recently, antepli was surprised by  
a phone call from australia that 
brought him to tears. maung had 
tracked down his mentor to share  
good news: he had been accepted to 
medical school in sydney.  

in what antepli described as another 
divine intervention, the Burmese gov-
ernment closed access to nGos for six 
months in 1999. the break provided 
him an opportunity to travel to the 
United states for graduate study at the 
University of Pittsburgh. three days 
after his arrival, antepli was asked 
to volunteer as a part-time muslim 
chaplain there and at nearby carnegie 
mellon University.

“the only ‘chaplain’ i had ever heard 
of was charlie chaplin,” says antepli 
with a wry smile. soon he was con-
vinced that chaplaincy was his life’s 
work. it was not just chaplaincy that 
appealed to him, but the secular and 
pluralistic nature of american society.

“there was an acknowledgment that 

God created everybody differently,” 
antepli says. “you were welcomed in 
society and would not be discriminated 
against, shunned, or judged based on 
[your religion] but on what you did. 
there was no government-sanctioned 
religion. the United states was one of 
the most successful attempts to under-
stand the pluralistic creation of God 
that i had ever seen.”

at the end of his six-month visit, 
antepli flew back to myanmar and 
resumed his work there. it was nearly 
four years before he was able to return 
and enroll in hartford seminary’s 
islamic chaplaincy program, the 
only U.s. program accredited by the 
association of theological schools.

soon after his arrival in 2003, 
antepli realized that the United states 
was no longer the same country. it 
became clear that the terrorist attacks 
of sept. 11, 2001, had diminished much 
of the tolerance of religious diversity 
he had so admired, leaving islam as 
a religion—and muslims as people—
open to suspicion. despite his own 
concerns about this radical change, and 
to his turkish family’s dismay, antepli 
agreed to stay at the urging of his wife, 
asuman. “she believed that God was 
calling us to america to help explain 
what islam is,” antepli says. “and more 
importantly, what it is not.”

The moment he stepped on the duke 
University campus, says antepli, he felt 

Far left, Antepli and worshippers dur-
ing Jummu’ah; at home with Jacob Arif, 
6, Zainab, 9, and his wife, Asuman, a 
pediatric oncology nurse. At the March 
2009 Duke Center for Muslim life dedica-
tion, from left, Duke President Richard 
Brodhead, Antepli, and daughter Zainab.  
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a connection to everyone he encoun-
tered. “there immediately was a strong 
attachment—a combination of being 
called and of being at home.” 

antepli had been offered the position 
of muslim chaplain at Princeton, but 
before accepting was urged by a friend 
to visit duke, which was also interested 
in hiring a full-time chaplain. once here, 
he was attracted to the wider role duke 
offered him. 

he would be the muslim chaplain 
for all students, not just the nearly 500 
muslim undergraduate and graduate/
professional students. those students—
half second-generation americans and 
half international students—reflect the 
“fingerprints of God” that antepli is 
forever seeking. with ancestral ori-
gins from many parts of the world—
Pakistan, china, indonesia, turkey, 
Great Britain, france, Germany—they 
encompass the wide range of ethical, 
theological, and linguistic diversity 
among the world’s 1.4 billion muslims.  

he would also be called upon to 
promote interfaith dialogue across the 
campus, in the local community, and 
nationally. and, even better, he would 
teach about islam as an adjunct fac-
ulty member in islamic studies at the 
divinity school and at the duke center 
for islamic studies. 

duke’s decision to hire a full-time 
muslim chaplain reflects the university’s 
status as a leading international uni-
versity in an increasingly cosmopolitan 
social and religious culture, says sam 
wells, dean of duke University chapel 
and research professor of christian eth-
ics at duke divinity school. 

“duke wanted to send a signal to the 
muslim world that duke is a hospitable 
and intellectually rich environment for 
the growing of the next generation of 
international muslim leadership.”

wells welcomed antepli as a col-
league who could speak “in a compel-

ling way about the troubling issue of 
terrorism by extremist muslim factions. 
many muslims believe what christians 
believe: love God, love your neighbor, 
and live in peace.”

despite opposition from some 
alumni and other christians, the 
divinity school faculty and adminis-
tration, led by then dean L. Gregory 
Jones, agreed to add antepli to the 
adjunct faculty of the historically ecu-
menical methodist seminary.

“they recognized that it was their 
inescapable responsibility to prepare 
divinity students for christian leader-
ship within the realities of their future 
ministerial contexts,” said wells.

this semester nearly 20 students, 
most from the master of divinity 

program, are enrolled in “Listening 
together: christians and muslims 
reading scriptures,” a new course that 
antepli is co-teaching with ellen davis, 
amos ragan kearns Professor of Bible 
and Practical theology. 

“most Jews and muslims in north 
america know more about christianity 
than christians know about Judaism 
and islam,” says davis. “this puts a spe-
cial burden upon christians for intellec-
tual growth and generosity.” 

she and antepli agree that any 21st-
century graduate of a divinity school 
or seminary should have some knowl-
edge of another faith, as well as some 
degree of comfort and ability to lead or 
participate in interfaith conversations 
and study. 

“the people our students will serve 
will have members of other faiths as 
their nearby neighbors, and some-
times as family members, and we are 
commanded to love and serve our 
neighbors,” says davis, duke’s 2010 
University scholar/teacher of the year.  

“we cannot do so in total ignorance of 
the ways they themselves strive to know, 
love, and serve God. Growing in this 
knowledge is the only way to cast out 
the fear that often characterizes rela-
tions among people of different faiths.”

Last october antepli and stephen 
Gunter, associate dean for methodist 
studies and research professor of 
evangelism and wesleyan studies, par-
ticipated in a panel discussion, “Love 
of God and neighbor: children of 
abraham in conversation,” moderated 
by dean hays.

antepli and curtis freeman, director 
of the Baptist house of studies and 
research professor of theology, fol-
lowed a march 2010 screening of  
the film “different Books, common 
word: Baptists and muslims” with an 
open discussion. 

these events serve as models for stu-

“ muslims and islam are   

 at the center of attention 

 in our time. divinity  

 students will have parish-

 ioners whose daughters 

 and sons will fall in love   

 with muslims. or, perhaps,  

 they may have a mosque  

 built next door, and ‘love  

 your neighbor as yourself’  

 will come to have a 

 different meaning.”
 — abDullah T. aNTEPlI
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dents, faculty, and staff on how to have 
conversations with a person of another 
faith “without compromising your own 
integrity, religious beliefs, and practices,” 
says antepli.

he rejects the premise that interfaith 
conversation should focus only on simi-
larities between the world’s religions. 
it’s more important, he says, to empha-
size the differences.

“those differences ultimately make 
us who we are!” he says. “Until we 
understand and admire our differences, 
and see them as God’s fingerprints, we 
won’t see the unique ways God is mani-
fested in the world.”

the particular challenge for 
christian/muslim dialogue, he says, 
is that the faiths share fundamental 
similarities: both believe in one God 

who sustains creation, in the revelation 
of God’s word through a holy book, 
and in prophets as messengers from 
God. the differences between these 
two great faiths come into play in the 
details and interpretation.

Looking ahead, antepli will lead a 
seminar on muslim/christian relations 
with mennonite theologian Paulus 
widjaja of indonesia at the duke 
summer institute June 6-11 (dukesum-
merinstitute.com). his future goals 
include keeping duke University at 
the forefront of interfaith dialogue—
and muslim engagement—within 
american society, improving support 
services for muslim undergraduates, 
and strengthening the alumni base 
of muslim graduates since the 1950s. 
connecting those alumni and their 

work throughout the world with cam-
pus life will enrich the muslim experi-
ence for all of duke, he says.

“muslims and islam are at the cen-
ter of attention in our time. divinity 
students will have parishioners whose 
daughters and sons will fall in love with 
muslims. or, perhaps, they may have a 
mosque built next door, and ‘love your 
neighbor as yourself’ will come to have 
a different meaning.

“or the members of their congre-
gation may want to understand this 
whole muslim business. the first per-
son they will turn to is a pastor, priest, 
or other clergy. in a society where we 
are coming closer to new global reali-
ties, God is putting everybody together. 
and we are called to learn to love and 
respect each other.” 

weB eXtras

“love of goD anD neighbor: chilDren of abraham in conversation”

Dean Richard hays moderates this Oct. 12, 2010, Divinity School event featuring Imam Antepli and Professor Stephen Gunter  
discussing commonalities and differences between Islam and Christianity. 
www.divinity.duke.edu/news-media/news/2010-10-12-love-god-and-neighbor

muslims in america

Duke Chapel Dean Sam Wells interviews Antepli in this Sept. 10, 2010, webcast of Duke University’s “Office hours” about the 
legacy of 9/11, the proposed new york City Islamic center, and how Ramadan is celebrated in the U.S. 
http://www.ustream.tv/recorded/9474638

“Denouncing terrorism” 

Antepli and hussein Rashid of Religion Dispatches, a daily online magazine, discuss the Muslim response to terrorism during a 
Sept. 14, 2010, video blog discussion group. 
http://video.nytimes.com/video/2010/09/14/opinion/1248069025417/blogginheads-denouncing-terrorism.html

“values aDDeD: the blue Devil imam”

Bloggingheads.tv features Antepli in conversation with Mona Eltahawy in this archived video dated Dec. 26, 2010.
http://bloggingheads.tv/diavlogs/33157

pursuing a calling anD religion in turkey

n.C. Public Radio’s The State of Things interviews Antepli about the role of religion in Turkey and how he overcame his family’s  
disapproval to pursue his chosen faith in this March 23, 2009, audio archive. 
http://wunc.org/tsot/archive/sot0323abc09.mp3/view  
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By ENuma OkORO  |  PhOTOGRAPhy By FRaNklIN gOlDEN D’07

ou ought to have to go to jail as 
part of seminary education,” was 
the first thing that crossed the 

mind of Jonathan wilson-hartgrove 
on the fall day in 2005 when he was 
released on bond after 24 hours in jail. 

his crime was officially termed civil 
disobedience, but wilson-hartgrove 
d’06 prefers to describe what he was 
doing at the time of his arrest: “i was 
taking direct action to block the doors 
of the (state) prison so the required 
witnesses couldn’t enter.” without 
those witnesses, the state could not 
carry out the scheduled executions. 

he and a fellow protester were 
handcuffed and transported to jail, 
where bond was set at $5,000 each. 
that was more than sarah Jobe d’06 
and other activists could raise, so she 
and fellow residents of rutba house, 
an intentional christian community 
near duke’s east campus, left their 
friends in jail until the following day. 

months earlier, Jobe had been among 
those arrested at a previous protest, but 
that night she and the others had been 
luckly. they were charged and released 

on their own recognizance.
these experiences raised unnerving 

questions for the duke divinity school 
students about theological education, 
specifically about whether it was prepar-
ing them to be the church in the world. 

“i realized that in sharing a cell for a 
mere 24 hours i got a heck of an educa-
tion about the criminal justice system’s 
impact on people’s lives,” says wilson-
hartgrove, who breaks into a smile as 
he recalls the response of a cellmate. 

“when i told the guy why i was in 
jail, he laughed and turned around to 
the whole cell block and said real loud, 
‘hey, you m-----------s, this guy is here 
trying to stop those m-----------s from 

killing one of us m------------s!’” 
a guard had handed wilson-

hartgrove a rolled up bed mat and told 
him to find a place on the floor. the 
cellblock beds were all taken, and he 
and his companion brought to 40 the 
number of men on the floor. 

“when the guards called out 
‘count!’ we had to put our mats on 
the floor like in kindergarten so heads 
could be counted,” he explains. But 
this was not kindergarten. wilson-
hartgrove describes it as “a little win-
dow into a big social problem.”

as the men began to talk with 
wilson-hartgrove, he realized that his 
cellmates had known each other for 
years. one put it bluntly: “we’ve all 
known each other all our lives, man, 
same ZiP code and everything. i mean, 
the train that stops at death row starts 
right here in the county jail.”

wilson-hartgrove walked out of jail 
the next day with a head full of ques-
tions, among them, “what is going on 
that the criminalization of this popula-
tion has so increased in such a short 
period of time?” and,  “as followers of 

AFTER ARRESTS  FOR TRY iNg TO  D iSRUPT  ExECUT iONS BY  THE  STATE , 

TwO D iV iN iTY  STUDENTS  TURNED TO  A  NEw MODEL  FOR PR iSON MiN iSTRY 

“Y

LESSONS
iN CiViL DiSOBEDiENCE

“Jesus promised to meet us  

in the prisons, so 

that is one of the 

places we ought  

to be reading and reflecting  

on Scripture.” 

— JONaThaN wIlsON-haRTgROVE
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christ, shouldn’t we and others think 
seriously about the social conditions 
affecting the lives of our incarcerated 
brothers and sisters?” 

his night in the county jail reminded 
him, says wilson-hartgrove, that “Jesus 
promised to meet us in the prisons, so 
that is one of the places we ought to 
be reading and reflecting on scripture 
together.” he wanted to go back to 
that cellblock, and to take others with 
him. his determination became the 
seed for Project tUrn, a partner-
ship between chaplaincy services of 
the north carolina department of 
corrections and the students and fac-
ulty of duke divinity school. 

together he and Jobe, who cur-
rently serves as director of the pro-
gram, approached faculty members at 
the divinity school to ask for advice, 
including Bishop (ret.) kenneth 
carder, who teachers the course, 
“restorative Justice, Prison ministry, 
and the church.”  

Jobe believed Project tUrn could 
provide an opportunity for people 
to expand, and even readjust, their 
notions of prison ministry. a prison 
classroom could become a learning 
environment where every participant’s 
humanity—prisoners, duke students, 
and faculty—was filtered through the 
light of christ, reassuring them that all 
are made in God’s image. 

“i hope people from outside [the 
prison] will allow themselves to see 
and expect mutuality in this ministry,” 
says Jobe. “it is not about going in and 
giving to incarcerated people, but about 
being invited into their space to experi-
ence what they have to teach and offer 
us. we have a common humanity that 
can be reaffirmed through such con-
crete experiences as reading scripture 
and literature together, and discussing 
issues of faith and life across the table 
from one another.” 

she and wilson-hartgrove spent a 

year developing their vision, and an 
additional year fine-tuning logistics 
with the prison system. the acronym 
tUrn—transform, Unlock, renew—
was inspired by romans 2:12. the pas-
sage “Be transformed by the renewing 
of your minds” is one that Jobe says 
helps her “re-center myself in the work 
we’re doing.”

Getting into prison is not as easy as 
one might think. visitors who volun-
teer to lead programs create more 
work, straining limited resources and 
staffing. with new seminary students 
participating in Project tUrn each 
semester, there’s increased demand 
for prison staff to train them on prison 
regulations. there is also competition 
for space.

in collaboration with alumna Betty 
Brown d’96, director of correctional 
chaplaincy in north carolina, Project 
tUrn moved from vision to real-
ity. Brown became a staunch advocate 
of the program, and helped introduce 
the program not only at the raleigh 
correctional center for women, but 
also at the durham correctional center. 

despite the difficulties involved, 
Jobe says the outcome has been worth 
the effort. she recognizes the need to 
be flexible and persistent. “i try not to 
take no for an answer. i know folks are 

busy, but i’ve also learned that they 
will be honest with me if they don’t 
think they can help.” 

the first class began January 
2008 at the raleigh correctional 
center for women. the “spiritual 
autobiography” course attracted five 
incarcerated women and five duke 
divinity school students. there have 
since been four additional courses, 
including “novels and the spiritual 
Journey,” “Paul’s writings in Prison,” 
“riffing on scripture: the Bible in 
art, Literature, and culture,” and “the 
Life and thought of martin Luther 
king.” all classes are free, and Project 
tUrn provides books and supplies 
for incarcerated students. teachers 
openly acknowledge that the class has 
a specifically christian focus and is a 
partnership with duke divinity school 
training people for christian ministry. 
duke students can receive independent 
study credit for their participation. 

the annual cost of Project tUrn, 
which is supported entirely by dona-
tions from individuals and churches,  
is $14,000.

the program has gained a reputation 
on the inside for courses that require  
serious self-reflection. as a result, the 
women who participate self-select.  
Jobe says women have told her, “i heard 
about your class, but i wasn’t ready to 
take it. i think i’m ready now, though, 
to do the work.” applicants for the class 
must write an essay stating why they 
want to participate, and how they envi-
sion the experience will challenge them 
and spur personal growth.

Jobe begins each class with the 
expectation that she will learn from the 
women around her.  she is committed 
to naming each student’s worth and to 
building every student’s confidence. at 
the end of each semester, she practices 
what she calls “narrative grading.” in 
a letter to each student, Jobe identifies 
the strengths and gifts she has observed, 

“It is both refreshing and 

challenging for 

me each week I 

go to the prison. 

Incarcerated people are aston-

ishingly and vulnerably honest 

about their own lives. It’s like a 

reflection back to me about how 

little I exhibit of such vulnerabil-

ity and honesty in my own life.”

— saRah JObE
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and the additional ways she envisions 
the student’s growth—if the student is 
willing to do the necessary work. 

“a lot of the inmates have had  
negative experiences with school in  
the past,” Jobe says. “i want to offer  
a different model, one that does not 
rank individuals.”

Both Jobe and wilson-hartgrove 
believe that success is measured by the 
transformation of lives. 

“when we hear someone say that 
they understand the world around 
them differently—whether it’s the sys-
tem of incarceration and people on the 
“outside” or in prisons—that’s success 
to us,” says Jobe, who makes an effort 
to stay connected with former students, 
both in prison and after their release. 

“as i keep up with folks i can see 
them taking on new life paths, going 
into ministry centers and academic pro-
grams that they would have previously 
never considered, or thought them-
selves worthy of. i hear them saying that 
being in our class made them self-confi-
dent enough to imagine a new life.”

Jobe sees duke students change as 
well. she hopes that they will practice 
ministry differently. “when there is 
a new level of comfort across social 
divides, there is a new ability to imag-
ine oneself as a pastor taking congre-
gants into prisons. all of a sudden they 
have a broadened imagination of what 
God might be calling them to do.”

isaac villegas d’06, a mennonite 
pastor who began teaching at the 
durham correctional facility 
last summer, co-taught the course 
“Paul’s writings in Prison” with 
new testament Professor douglas 
campbell. his incarcerated students, 
he says, soon recognized that prison is 
not foreign to the christian tradition. 

“they are in prison for very different 
reasons than st. Paul, or martin Luther 
king Jr., or the early church bishop 
ignatius of antioch,” he says. “yet this 

recognition compels them to ponder 
what it would be like to be imprisoned 
simply for their faith.” 

three years since Project tUrn’s 
first class, the vision is still growing. 
interest within the divinity school’s 
larger community is high. more students 
and professors than can be accommo-
dated want to be involved in this life-
giving ministry. 

the leaders of Project tUrn  
have to discern what can be done with 
limited resources. there is the dream  
of creating programs that focus on 
building supportive relationships with 
newly released inmates. there is the 
dream of going into the federal prisons 
and their hospitals. 

“after three years, i am still sur-
prised at the number of regulations by 
which prisons are bound,” says Jobe. 
still, her advice to those interested in 

prison ministry is “to dream big and to 
keep pressing for new opportunities, 
even when met with resistance.” 

she and wilson-hartgrove keep 
imagining new opportunities for their 
incarcerated brothers and sister. “we 
try not to let regulations box us in,” 
says Jobe. “we are open to what new 
and exciting things God might have us 
do in these spaces.” 

ENuma OkORO D’03 is a freelance 
writer and retreat/workshop leader based 
in Durham, n.C. She is the author of 
Reluctant Pilgrim: A Moody, Somewhat 
Self-Indulgent Introvert’s Search for 
Spiritual Community (Fresh Air Books, 
2010), and co-author with Shane 
Claiborne and Jonathan Wilson-hartgrove 
of Common Prayer: A Liturgy for Ordinary 
Radicals (Zondervan, 2010).  

four project turn students have 
since been released from prison,  
including a woman who was released  
on Easter Sunday. 

“I’m getting ready for a new life, a  
resurrection,” she told her classmates. 
“And all of you are a part of it. you  
treated me like a person, like I was  
worth something. And now I plan to  
live like that’s the truth.” 

She is currently working as a case 
manager for a non-profit that helps 
women re-enter the community after 
release from prison. 

For information, contact Sarah Jobe at 
sarah.jobe@duke.edu or 919.768.7541.

2008

The first “Spiritual Autobiography” course 
is offered at the Raleigh Correctional 
Center for Women.

2010

Project TURn expands to offer classes at 
Durham Correctional Center, a minimum 
security men’s facility.

courses During 2010  
Paul’s Writings in Prison 
Riffing on Scripture: The Bible in Art,   
 literature, and Culture
Spiritual Autobiography—two courses

participants

40 students 
7 Divinity School professors* 
5 alumni 
35 individual donors
6 local churches provide financial 
 and prayer support

*Douglas Campbell, Paul Griffiths, 
Richard B. hays, Richard lischer, 
Anathea Portier-young, lauren 
Winner, and norman Wirzba.  

‘ReADY fOR ReSURReCTION’
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sheLf Life

NEw RElEasEs

resonant Witness: 
conversations between Music and Theology
EDITED By JEREmy s. bEgbIE, Thomas A. langford Research Professor of Theology, and Steven R. Guthrie
Eerdmans, 2011
505 pages, Paperback, $34.00 

Grace to lead:  
practicing leadership in  
the Wesleyan Tradition
By kENNETh l. caRDER, Williams 
Professor of the Practice of Christian 
Ministry, and lacEyE waRNER, 
Associate Professor of the Practice of 
Evangelism and Methodist Studies; 
Reynolds Teaching Fellow 
United Methodist General Board of 
higher Education and Ministry, 2010
100 pages, Paperback, $12.95

in their new book designed specifi-
cally for christian leaders 
and teachers, kenneth 
L. carder and Laceye 
c. warner examine the 
telos of christian disciple-
ship and leadership; the 

significance of divine grace for under-
standing and practicing leadership in 
the wesleyan tradition; the central 
place of christian practices for leader-
ship formation in the early methodist 
movement; and the challenges and 
opportunities of leadership in the con-
temporary context.

forgiving as We’ve been 
forgiven: community 
practices for Making peace
By l. gREgORy JONEs, Professor of 
Theology, and célEsTIN musEkuRa 
IvP Books, 2010
140 pages, Paperback, $15.00

in the most recent volume in 
the resources for 
reconciliation series, 
Greg Jones and célestin 
musekura describe how 
churches and communi-
ties can cultivate the hab-

its that make forgiveness possible on 
a daily basis. following the rwandan 
genocide, musekura lost his father 
and other family members to revenge 
killings. after hearing God tell him 
to  forgive the killers, he has used the 
healing power of forgiveness both in 
his own life and to work for forgive-
ness and reconciliation across africa. 

Jones, author of Embodying 
Forgiveness, interacts with musekura’s 
story to show how people can practice 
forgiveness in everyday circumstances 
of marriage, family, and congregational 
life. together the authors demonstrate 

that forgiving and being forgiven are 
mutually reciprocating practices that 
lead to transformation and healing. 

The sacrifice of africa: a 
political Theology for africa
By EmmaNuEl kaTONgOlE, 
Associate Professor of Theology and 
World Christianity 
Eerdmans, 2010
200 pages, Paperback, $16.00

an orDaineD catholic priest and 
professor of theology, 
emmanuel katongole 
tells gripping stories of 
people across africa, such 
as maggy Barankitse. 
reared amid ethnic 

hatred in Burundi, she now takes in 
former child soldiers and orphans and 
raises them “beyond this hatred and 
bitterness that i came to see in their 
eyes.” katongole argues that the story 
of senseless killing must be replaced 
by a new kind of sacrifice—one of 
self-emptying, as Jesus christ emptied 
himself in service to others, and by the 
determination that forgiveness and 
love will have the last word. 

this collection of essays arose from the calvin theology and music colloquium established in 
2001 by the University of st. andrews in partnership with calvin college, and chaired by Jeremy Begbie. 
among the essays are “created Beauty: the witness of J.s. Bach,” by Begbie, director of duke initiatives in 
theology and the arts; “music for the Love feast: hildegard of Bingen and the song of songs,” by margot 
fassler; and “the singing of Jesus,” by michael o’connor. 



winter 2011 27

FaV O R I T E  R E c O R D I N g

My current favorite is John Rutter’s 
A Song in Season recorded by the 
Cambridge Singers, which features 
music across the church year from 
Epiphany to Easter. 

FaV O R I T E  R E c O R D I N g  a R T I s T

For contemporary Christian, I like 
Babbie Mason; for gospel, Andrae 
Crouch is ageless. Both have a deep 
spiritual sense that flows through their 
memorable and compelling lyrics. You 
do not just hear them; you are forced 
to listen—every phrase matters. 

m O s T  R E c E N T ly 
R E c O m m E N D E D 

The Best of Andrae Crouch by 
Andrae Crouch and the Disciples.  
This album is still the best compilation 
of praise and worship, testimony, and 
Christian discipleship that I have heard 
to date. You could say this is the Bible 
in tune. 

l O O k I N g  F O R wa R D  T O …

The soundtrack from For Colored 

Girls. In spite of the controversial 
content of the film, the music is 
hauntingly stirring. 

F I R s T  m u s I c a l  m E m O R y  

I believe it was the lullaby in my mother 
tongue, lilting and sweet, and strong at 
the same time: dzedze vi nye. The first 
recorded music I remember was Day by 
Day by E.T. Mensah, known as the king 
of Ghanaian highlife, from his album of 
the same title. 

w h aT  m u s I c  D O  yO u  m O s T 
E N J Oy  F R O m  yO u R  N aT I V E 
w E s T  a F R I c a ? 

I figured long ago that my soul 
doesn’t speak English. When “deep 
calls to deep,” I listen to African 
music, particularly ewe (my mother 
tongue), with its polyrhythmic percus-
sion and rich, unpredictable pentatonic 
melodies. In times of stress I turn 
to Kobialka’s velvet dreams, 
featuring Pachelbel’s canon in d. 
Combined with Bach and Vivaldi, this 
music creates a healing environment 
for the psyche to return to center. 

I s  T h E R E  a  Pa R T I c u l a R 
a R T I s T  yO u  T u R N  T O  D u R I N g 
l E N T,  a N D  aT  E a s T E R ? 

I am usually shuttling between 
Ray Boltz and Sandi Patty, two 
contemporary Christian singers 
who bring depth and pathos to 
their performances, taking you to 
the scene they are painting in music. 
For newcomers to this genre, I 
recommend watch the Lamb 
by Ray Boltz and via dolorosa 
by Sandi Patty. 

facULty adviser 

P R O F E S S O R  A C O L A T S E  R E C O M M E N D S …
esther acolatse was just 4 years old when she began to sing with the choir 
at her grandmother’s evangelical Presbyterian church in Lomé, togo. her 
debut on Ghana radio followed at the age of 8, when she sang, “Lead me 
Lord / Lead me in thy righteousness / make thy way plain before my face / 
for it is thou Lord / thou Lord only / that maketh me dwell in safety.” 

“this song has stayed with me and constitutes a large part of my daily 
devotional life,” says acolatse, assistant professor of pastoral theology at 
duke divinity school. “it is indispensable for discernment and guidance.”

a member of the choir at triangle Presbyterian church in durham, n.c., 
acolatse has appeared as a soloist for worship services at duke and Goodson 
chapels. she also regularly shares her vocal gifts at Live at the Lampstand, a 
monthly lunchtime revue featuring students, staff, and faculty of the school. 

“for me, singing is preaching in tune,” she says. “it offers me the opportu-
nity to say something direct and personal about the God we talk about in our 
theological work. many times i’ve found that a great hymn says something 
more profoundly than the text assigned for a particular discussion; bringing 
that to my students is an added benefit of years of singing.”
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Gifts
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In their own words …

ach autumn, divinity students gather over two days to write thank-you notes to 
Annual Fund and scholarship donors. Betsy Poole, in her first year as associate 
director of annual giving and alumni relations, says that taking part in this ritual of 

thanksgiving is “one of the privileges of my position. I am grateful for the staff before me 
who started this tradition.”

These students “get it,” says Poole. “They know that without the gifts of strangers,  
they would not be able to follow the call to ministry God has placed on their lives.”

As alumni and friends read these notes, Poole says she hopes “they will hear how  
gifts of all sizes make personal and significant differences in the lives of our students  
and, therefore, the church, and the world.”  

The following excerpts are from the many letters written during the fall of 2010 by 
almost 200 students, each of whom receives financial aid. 

“Without financial aid,  
I would not have been able 
to attend chapel, morning 
prayer, special lectures, 
and to serve in churches 
and enjoy Sabbath, all of 
which have shaped me for 
ministry.”

&H o p e  
a  f u t u r e

B o n n i e  S c o t t  D ’ 1 1  
is a United Methodist seeking ordination 
as an elder in the Baltimore-Washington 

Conference. Her textile 
appliqué “Tongues of 
Fire” won honors at 
the Divinity School’s 
second annual Juried 
Art Exhibit last spring.

t h a n k  y o u

to the many alumni and 

friends who support  

student financial aid.

For more information, call 919.660.3456. 
g i v e  o n l i n e :  www.divinity.duke.edu/about/how-give
The 2010–2011 Annual Fund ends June 30, 2011. 

2010.WinterBonnie.DivMagad.indd   1 12/21/10   7:58:59 PM

s t u D e n t s  o f f e r  t h a n k s  f o r  f i n a n c i a l  a i D 

Your gift has helped enable me to 
follow the call of my life. The body 
of Christ is on the move through the 
generosity of individuals like you. I 
want to extend my deepest gratitude 
for your gift because the rest of my 
years will be shaped by it.

In Christ, 
Andrew Baird D’13

E
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Gifts

Thank you for your continued generos-
ity to the Divinity School. Your gifts have 
made my scholarship possible and 
have lifted an incredible burden from 
my wife and me. My divinity educa-
tion is shaping and equipping me for 
ministry far beyond what I imagined. 
Now that I am less than a year away 
from graduating and entering full-time 
ministry, we have such a peace and 
joy knowing we will not have to spend 
years to come climbing out of debt. 
May God richly bless your family as he 
has blessed ours through you.

Patrick Messer D’11

I am originally from Rowland Heights, 
Calif. I would like to thank you from the 
bottom of my heart for your gift to the 
annual fund. Your gift has made it pos-
sible for me to attend Duke Divinity and 
follow God’s calling to serve in ministry. 
I really appreciate your generosity and 
will do my best to serve God faithfully.

Thank you and God bless,
John Wang D’13

I am humbly writing to express my 
heartfelt thanks for your financial con-
tribution, which made it possible for me 
to attend Duke Divinity School. I am a 
husband and father of four girls. I can-
not express in words the difference you 
have made in my life and the lives of 
my family. 

Thank you and God bless!
Benny Oaks D’13

I am from Burundi, East-Central Africa. 
As I enter my third year, I am daily 
reminded that without the help of very 
generous people like you, I would not 
be here today. When I applied to the 
Divinity School, I was clear that without 
any financial assistance, I would not 
be able to answer my call into minis-
try. You have indeed been a channel 
through which I have answered my call 
into ministry, and I thank you with my 
whole heart. I will always remember 
you and the wonderful work you do. 
May God bless you!

Grace and Peace,
Gerard nsabimana D’11

I’m writing to thank you for your gifts 
to the Divinity Annual Fund. I am 
from Tennessee and went to Union 
University. As a newlywed, I was appre-
hensive about going into great debt for 
graduate school. I had long desired to 
go to Duke, but I was offered finan-
cial aid at Boston College, my second 
choice. On the day I called Duke to 
let them know I was committing to go 
elsewhere, I got a phone call several 
hours later saying I had been awarded 
a scholarship at Duke. It is because 
of your contributions that men and 
women like me are able to follow our 
callings. Thank you so much.

Warm regards, 
Matt Elia D’13

Thank you for your generous contribu-
tion to the Divinity Annual Fund. I am a 
2008 graduate of Allegheny College in 
Pennsylvania and through August 2010 
worked for AmeriCorps, the national 
community service program. After 
completion of my M.Div., I hope to work 
as a college chaplain or campus minis-
ter. Without my full-tuition scholarship, I 
would be unable to attend Duke. Thank 
you for helping the next generation of 
leaders at Duke Divinity.

Sincerely, 
Megan Augustine D’13

I am writing to thank you for your con-
tinued support of Duke Divinity School. 
I am in my third and final year at 
Duke. My wife and I moved here from 
Kentucky. Thanks to you, we will be 
able to graduate debt-free! You have 
made this wonderful education pos-
sible, and I am very grateful.

have a blessed day.
Curt lowndes D’11
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a N N u a l  R E P O R T  2 0 0 9 – 2 0 1 0     
Duke Divinity School

s t U d e n t  t U i t i o n  &  f e e s

$8,823,869
e n d o w m e n t  &  i n v e s t m e n t  i n c o m e

$6,233,063 
G i f t s

$9,086,251  
G r a n t s

$3,229,839 
o t h e r  r e v e n U e

$1,978,272

G e n e r a L  o P e r a t i o n s

$8,804,884 
f i n a n c i a L  a i d

$5,305,692    
c o m P e n s a t i o n  &  f r i n G e  B e n e f i t s

$13,381,817

P r e P a i d  e X P e n s e s  ( G i f t s ,  G r a n t s )

$1,858,901 

R E V E N u E s

F i s c a l  Y e a r  E n d i n g  J u n e  3 0 ,  2 0 1 0

t o t a L  o P e r a t i n G  r e v e n U e  

$29,351,294 

oPeratinG eXPenses sUBtotaL  $27,492,393  

E x P E N s E s

t o t a L  o P e r a t i n G  e X P e n s e 

$29,351,294 
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Duke Divinity School

i n D i v i D u a l s

s u b T o T a l :  $ 1 , 1 6 2 , 5 2 6

$346,727

$438,658
o t h e r  d U k e  a L U m n i

               483 donors$377,141
f r i e n d s

968 donors            

d i v i n i t y  s c h o o L  a L U m n i

              1,243 donors

$619,192
c o r P o r a t e

    30 donors

$7,231,159*

         f o U n d a t i o n

                    30 donors
*The Duke Endowment contributed $4,110,000

$11,204,043
  G r a n d  t o t a L 

2,845 donors

$1,726,748†

c h U r c h

   30 donors        

†The Ministerial Education Fund of 
  the UMC contributed $1,552,207      

D E V E l O P m E N T  s u m m a R y

This summary of fiscal year 2009-10 reflects generous gifts 
and partnerships with alumni, churches, friends, and foun-
dations that sustain the Divinity School and its students. 
Thank you for helping us meet our budgetary goal during 
these challenging times. As stewards of this support, we 
have moved the honor Roll of Donors online—a significant 
savings of printing and postage costs and 1,338 lbs. of 
recycled paper, or approximately 13 trees. Please visit 
www.divinity.duke.edu/donors2010

$464,418
o t h e r  G r o U P s

  61 donors
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jeremy begbie published “the 
sense of an ending,” in A Place 
for Truth, edited by dallas willard 
(intervarsity). his book Resonant 
Witness: Conversations between 
Music and Theology, arising out of 
the theology and music colloquium 
established by Begbie in 2001 and 
co-edited with steven Guthrie, was 
released in January. his review of 
christopher Page’s The Christian West 
and Its Singers appeared in Books and 
Culture (september/october 2010). 
during the fall semester, Begbie deliv-
ered the new college Lecture series 
in sydney, australia, addressing the 
theme “music, modernity, and God.” 
each of the three lectures attended 
to a major theme pertinent to the 
modern age—creativity, freedom, and 
language. further speaking engage-
ments included the craigie Lecture in 
calgary, alberta; the hoon/Bullock 
Lecture series in san antonio, texas; 
and the Legge Lectures at Union 
church, hong kong. in november, 
he presented “music and emotion in 
worship: have we anything to fear?” 
at the third annual colloquium of the 
associated Parishes for Liturgy and 
mission, Berkeley, calif.

catherine boWler wrote “the 
spaces in Between” 
for Christianity 
Today’s kyria 
digizine (october 
2010). she gave a 
talk entitled “Urban 

renewal: the Prosperity Gospel in 
the city” at the annual meeting of 
the american academy of religion, 
atlanta, Ga., oct. 30.

jason byassee contributed the 
entries “allegory” and “typology” to 

the Cambridge Dictionary of Christian 
Theology, edited by ian mcfarland, 
david fergusson, karen kilby, and 
iain torrance, forthcoming in early 
2011. he posted “surprises in sudan: 
reading the Bible with southern 
sudanese christians” on the website 
of Christianity Today. Byassee spoke 
to the board of the elon homes in 
charlotte, n.c., in november; and to 
the gathering of a foundation for 
theological education at candler 
school of theology, atlanta, Ga., in 
January. he preached at Goodson 
chapel, duke divinity school, oct. 18; 
and taught sunday school as a part of 
“semester @ centenary” at centenary 
United methodist church, winston-
salem, n.c., nov. 7.

kenneth l. carDer co-authored, 
with Laceye warner, Grace to Lead: 
Practicing Leadership in the Wesleyan 
Tradition (United methodist General 
Board of higher education and 
ministry). in october, he delivered 
a keynote address and preached for 
the closing conference of memphis 
theological seminary’s sustaining 
Pastoral excellence program. this six-
year program of peer-group learning 
and formation for memphis-area pas-
tors was one of 60 sPe projects across 
the country funded by Lilly endowment 
inc. also in october, he presented the 
concluding lecture, “conflict as threat 
and opportunity,” at the transforming 
conflict as ministry conference at 
candler school of theology. carder  
has been selected to co-chair the plan-
ning committee for the 2011 interfaith 
and ecumenical Peace conference at 
Lake Junaluska, n.c., which will focus 
on the theme “Poverty, abundance, and 
Peace: seeking economic Justice for all 
God’s children.”

mark chaves gave the alan keith-
Lucas Lecture, 
“religious trends 
in america,” at the 
annual meeting of 
the north american 
association of 

christians in social work, durham, n.c., 
nov. 12. his research project on congre-
gational decision making about clergy 
compensation has received a $600,000 
grant from Lilly endowment inc.

susan eastman published 
“Philippians 2:6–11: incarnation as 
mimetic Participation,” in the inaugu-
ral issue of the Journal for the Study 
of Paul and His Letters (fall 2010). at 
the annual meeting of the society of 
Biblical Literature, atlanta, Ga., she 
participated in a panel review of The 
Eucharist and Ecumenism, by George 
hunsinger, for the karl Barth society 
of north america; and presented “‘the 
evil i do not want is what i do’: sin 
and evil in romans” for a session on 
evil and biblical hermeneutics.

mary mcclintock fulkerson 
published “womyn and the 
theological Perspective,” in Womyn: 
The Queer Experience (fall 2010). 
she spoke about the durham Pauli 
murray Project at the durham 
congregations in action meeting at 
holy cross catholic church, durham, 
n.c., oct. 9. at the annual meeting of 
the american academy of religion, 
atlanta, Ga., she presented “response 
to Practices of reconciliation and 
forgiveness” at the Practical theology 
& Liberal theology Joint session, and 
“Liberal theology and spirituality” at 
the Unitarian Universalist scholars & 
friends discussion.

facULty & staff notes
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paul j. griffiths published 
“Gaudium et spes, 
Luctus et angor: 
the dramatic 
character of the 
human condition,” 
in Nova et Vetera 

(english edition; 8/2, 2010). in august, 
he was a guest on wUnc-fm’s The 
State of Things to discuss ideas about 
the afterlife; led an intensive five-day 
doctoral seminar on augustine for the 
Lumen christi institute at mundelein 
seminary in the archdiocese of 
chicago; and spoke to the young 
adults of the archdiocese of chicago 
under the title “arguing with atheists: 
can we win and should we try?” in 
september, he traveled to england on 
pilgrimage to the beatification of John 
henry newman. in october, he spoke 
about John henry newman’s beatifica-
tion at st. thomas more Parish, chapel 
hill, n.c.; presented “identifying the 
Beloved in the song of songs” at 
Loyola University of maryland; lec-
tured and led discussion on religious 
diversity and on marriage and the 
theology of the body at saints mary 
& edward catholic Parish, roxboro, 
n.c.; and delivered the keynote 
address “defending Life by embracing 
death: the ars moriendi and caring 
for health” at a conference on human 
dignity and the future of health care at 
Baylor University, waco, texas.

W. stephen gunter has received 
a summer 2011 research grant from 
the netherlands society for scientific 
research to continue research for a 
forthcoming book, The ‘Sentiments’ 
of Jacobus Arminius: A Reformation 
Theologian. in conjunction with the 
school’s exchange program with 
the free University of amsterdam, 

Prof. dr. martien Brinkman will be 
a scholar-in-residence at duke while 
Gunter is in the netherlands.

stanley hauerWas participated 
in a public conversation with Luke 
Bretherton and John milbank at 
the faith and Public Policy forum, 
king’s college, London, oct. 18; 
and a public debate on death at 
st. Paul’s cathedral, London, oct. 
19. he delivered the carl Lecture 
at first United methodist church, 
schenectady, n.y., nov. 7; “sacrificing 
the sacrifices of war” at college of 
the holy cross, worcester, mass., nov. 
8; and “on Being a theologian in the 
Public square” at indiana wesleyan 
University, marion, ind., nov. 15. he 
preached at dayspring Baptist church, 
waco, texas, dec. 5; and presented “a 
conversation with stanley hauerwas” 
at Baylor University dec. 6.

richarD p. heitzenrater pub-
lished “evangelical awakenings in 
the atlantic community,” in The 
Cambridge History of Religions in 
America, edited by stephen J. stein, 
3 vols. (cambridge University Press); 
“John and charles wesley: Life, 
ministry, and Legacy,” in T&T Clark 
Companion to Methodism, edited 
by charles yrigoyen (t&t clark); 
“finding wesley,” in Methodism and 
History, edited by Peter forsaith 
in honor of John vickers (wesley 
historical society); and “charles 
wesley and James oglethorpe in 
Georgia,” in Proceedings of the 
Charles Wesley Society, edited by st 
kimbrough Jr. (2010). in october, 
he led the autumn adventures week 
“Living with the wesleys,” with st 
kimbrough Jr., at epworth By the 
sea, st. simons island, Ga.; and a 

three-day pastors’ retreat for the 
orders of elder and deacon in the 
north alabama annual conference at 
camp sumatanga, ala. he presented 
the presidential address, “inventing 
church history,” and chaired the ses-
sion “methodist media: comparing 
means of communicating the 
message” at the annual meeting of the 
american society of church history, 
Boston, mass., in January. during the 
winter term, he is teaching the course 
“codebreakers and secret writing” at 
the osher Lifelong Learning institute 
at duke.

emmanuel katongole’s newest 
book, The Sacrifice 
of Africa: A Political 
Theology for Africa 
(eerdmans), was 
published as part 
of the ekklesia 

series. katongole presented “Pursuing 
reconciliation in africa: stories from 
Bethany,” the lecture accompanying 
his reception of duke’s 2010 thomas 
a. Langford award, nov. 9. as direc-
tor of the Great Lakes initiative 
of the divinity school’s center for 
reconciliation, he convened the  
inaugural GLi Leadership institute  
in kampala, Uganda, Jan. 16–22, 
co-sponsored by the center for 
reconciliation, african Leadership and 
reconciliation ministries (aLarm), 
the mennonite central committee,  
and world vision international.

richarD a. lischer appeared in 
the PBs american experience docu-
mentary God in America. his inter-
view dealt with the significance of 
martin Luther king Jr. for american 
religious life. earlier in the fall, he 
spoke to representatives of the two 



34 divinity

first Baptist churches of raleigh, n.c.,  
in their series “from separation to 
reconciliation.” this academic year 
he is participating in a university-
wide interdisciplinary seminar called 
“narrative in action,” dealing with the 
role of narrative in shaping social move-
ments. his book The Preacher King has 
been published in Japanese, becoming 
the fourth of his volumes to be trans-
lated into the Japanese language.

DaviD m. moffitt published 
“Unveiling Jesus’ Body: a fresh 
assessment of the relationship 
between the veil and Jesus’ flesh in 
hebrews 10:20,” in Perspectives in 
Religious Studies (37, 2010). in July, 
he presented a paper entitled “P.duk.
inv. 727r: a 3rd-century B.c.e. Legal 
dispute with some                        in the 
fayyum and its significance for the 
Usage of                         in the LXX” 
at the meeting of the international 
organization for septuagint and 
cognate studies in helsinki, finland. 
in november, he attended the annual 
meeting of the society of Biblical 
Literature in atlanta and read the 
paper “Blood, Life, and Purification: 
reassessing hebrews’ christological 
appropriation of yom kippur,” for 
which he won one of two 2010 sBL 
regional scholars awards.

joy j. moore was a delegate to the 
third Lausanne congress on world 
evangelism, cape town, south africa, 
oct. 17–24. this summer, she preached 
for the 2010 General conference of 
the Brethren in christ at messiah 
college, Grantham, Pa.; and lectured 
to the d.min. students at United 
theological seminary, dayton, ohio. 
in september, she preached a revival 
service for Union Baptist church, 

winston-salem, n.c. moore has joined 
the advisory board for the divinity 
school’s center for reconciliation.

g. sujin pak taught a joint adult 
study this fall for 
reconciliation  
Umc and  
asbury temple 
Umc entitled 
“thinking about 

marriage theologically.”

richarD payne presented “relieving 
suffering—By whose authority?” 
at the symposium at the 13th world 
congress on Pain, montreal, canada, 
sept. 1–3; and “spirituality and 
aging” at the 2010 kaiser Permanente 
national Geriatrics and Palliative care 
conference, san diego, calif., sept. 
24–26. he attended the health sector 
assembly in sundance, Utah, oct. 
14–16; and participated in the “easeful 
death: 21st century Perspectives 
on assisted suicide” conference at 
the Banbury center, cold spring 
harbor Laboratory, n.y., nov. 3–5. 

Payne has been invited to serve as a 
member of the institute of medicine 
(iom) committee on advancing Pain 
research, care, and education.

anathea portier-young published 
Apocalypse Against Empire: Theologies 
of Resistance in Early Judaism 
(eerdmans). her article “daniel: 
‘apocalypse then and now’” appeared 
in the January issue of Sojourners. she 
posted four lectionary commentaries 
for advent at workingPreacher.org, 
on the following texts: first sunday, 
isaiah 2:1–5; second sunday, isaiah 
11:1–10; third sunday, isaiah 35:1–10; 
fourth sunday, isaiah 7:10–16. this 
fall, she taught a five-part lecture 
series, “creative womb and word,” 
at holy family catholic church, 
hillsborough, n.c. in november, 
she attended the annual meeting of 
the society of Biblical Literature in 
atlanta, where she also met with the 
catholic Biblical association strategic 
Planning committee, of which she is 
a part. she preached the sermon “my 
spirit stands,” on haggai 1:15b–2:9, 

facULty & staff notes

e LLe N  DAv I S  HONOReD  AT  f OUNDeRS ’  DAY

EllEn DAvIS, the Amos Ragan kearns Distinguished 
Professor of Bible and Practical Theology, received 
the 2010 Duke University Scholar/Teacher of the 
year Award from President Richard Brodhead at 
the annual Founders’ Day Convocation in Duke 
Chapel on Sept. 30.

Davis has “been ahead of her time in advanc-
ing scholarship at the intersections between Old 
Testament and other areas within Christian theological studies, and, importantly, 
between biblical and theological studies and fields such as environmental studies,”  
said Brodhead. 

her passion for language and the close reading of texts has influenced her stu-
dents, he added. “Indeed, she has so inspired some of her students that they have 
followed her to southern Sudan to teach each summer and, even more, to aid the 
Sudanese in the construction of a seminary and health clinic in the town of Renk.”  
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in Goodson chapel, duke divinity 
school, nov. 10.

charles michael smith t’62, d’65, 
pastor-in-residence since retiring from 
the n.c. conference in 2008, is now 
working part time with duke divinity 
school development following stints 
as instructor in worship and mentor to 
several students. dean richard hays 
has requested that he also partici-
pate in the school’s new emphasis on 
theology and the arts. smith became 
a duke University trustee emeritus 
July 1 following 12 years of service on 
that board, for which he was honored 
with a farewell dinner led by President 
richard Brodhead, vice President and 
vice Provost L. Gregory Jones, and 
coach mike krzyzewski. smith was 
guest soloist at edenton street United 
methodist church in raleigh nov. 27, 
and for the annual weekend meeting 
of associates of Lake Junaluska in 
august. he and his wife, Barbara, live 
in their hometown, washington, n.c., 
where this summer they will celebrate 
their 50th wedding anniversary.

mooDy smith, George washington 
ivey Professor emeritus of new 
testament, was the Peter rhea and 
ellen Jones Lecturer at mcafee 
school of theology, atlanta, Ga., nov. 
17–19. dean alan culpepper g’74 

organized a symposium on the epistles 
of John around the lectures, which were 
entitled “Jesus is God” (the Gospel 
of John) and “Jesus was man” (the 
epistles of John). other participants 
included both culpepper, who has pub-
lished widely on the Johannine litera-
ture, and Peter rhea Jones himself.

geoffrey WainWright traveled to 
fulda, Germany, this fall to chair the 
final session in the current round of 
the international dialogue between 
the world methodist council and 
the roman catholic church. the 
report “encountering christ the 
savior: church and sacraments” will 
be presented to the wmc next year 
in durban, south africa, and to the 
Pontifical council for Promoting 
christian Unity.

laceye Warner published, with 
co-author kenneth carder, Grace to 
Lead: Practicing Leadership in the 
Wesleyan Tradition (United methodist 
General Board of higher education 
and ministry).

auDrey WarD has joined the divinity 
school as executive director of com-
munications. she worked previously at 
Unc-chapel hill, where she was assis-
tant vice chancellor of communications 
for information technology services 
and director of communications for 
the Unc school of Law.

jo bailey Wells preached and 
led the rector’s 
forum, “aspects of 
enduring influence: 
developing Greats 
in the church of 
the 21st century,” at 

st. michael and all angels episcopal 
church, dallas, texas, oct. 31. she was 
keynote speaker for the episcopal 
diocese of dallas clergy conference, 
addressing the topic “Preaching the 
old testament,” nov. 2–3.

samuel Wells traveled in october 
to the netherlands to deliver the 
keynote address at the University of 
Utrecht conference “faith in a secular 
age,” and then preached at the annual 
Judges’ service in Liverpool cathedral. 
in november, he preached at 
Princeton University chapel. he was 
the keynote speaker for the annual 
meeting of the society of Lutheran 
ethicists in January. he also spoke at 
main street United methodist church 
in hattiesburg, miss., and delivered the 
staley Lecture at davidson college.

lauren f. Winner is on leave from 
duke this academic year as a fellow 
at the yale institute of sacred music. 
her study A Cheerful and Comfortable 
Faith: Anglican Religious Practice in 
the Elite Households of Eighteenth-
Century Virginia (yale University 
Press) was released this fall. winner 
reviewed mark valeri’s Heavenly 
Merchandize in the november/
december issue of Books and Culture, 
and Jeffrey stout’s Blessed Are the 
Organized in the January issue of 
Sojourners. in october, she gave the 
Zabriskie Lecture at the cathedral of 
all souls, asheville, n.c.

norman Wirzba presented “eating 
as a theological concern” at the 
critical issues symposium at hope 
college, holland, mich., oct. 6; 
“Preaching the theme of creation” 
at the annual meeting of the north 
carolina council of churches, oct. 
14; “a world of Priests: receiving 
and Giving the world” at the annual 
meeting of the american academy 
of religion, atlanta, Ga., nov. 1; 
and “why theologians should Be 
agrarians” at a meeting of the raleigh 
area theological society, nov. 11. 
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40s

kenneth l. carroll t’46, D’49, 

g’53 retired in november 2010 after 
20 years as president of the friends 
historical association. he pub-
lished “Persecution and Persecutors 
of maryland Quakers, 1658–1661,” 
in Quaker History (fall 2010). now 
residing in easton, md., he is profes-
sor emeritus of religious studies at 
southern methodist University.

50s

j. robert regan jr. t’49, D’52, 
from Locust Grove, va., has just 
retired after 35 years as president 
of the virginia United methodist 
housing development corporation, 
which built 35 housing projects for 
low-income residents serving more 
3,000 persons across the state. 

raymonD l. moore D’54 of Bristol, 
tenn., who retired from United 
methodist parish ministry in 1972, 
continues to teach as an adjunct fac-
ulty member at virginia intermont 
college and virginia highlands 
community college. he still does 
occasional programs as “John wesley.”

W. ray bailey D’56 hosts a monthly 
meeting in the kansas city metro 
area for retired acPe supervisors 
who discuss current events in pastoral 
care ministries across the country. it 
is known as the “old goats” breakfast. 
ray resides in Bonner springs, kansas.

60s

p.D. miDgett iii t’50, D’60 of 
southport, n.c., continues a musical 
ministry in retirement, playing banjo, 

guitar, mandolin, and harmonica with 
solo performances and with the fort 
Johnston Bluegrass Band. his har-
monica goes with him when visiting 
nursing home patients or homebound 
church members. he has also worked 
in film production with documen-

taries on his community and the 
chicamacomico life-saving station, 
staffed during the late 19th and early 
20th centuries on north carolina’s 
outer Banks by many of his ancestors. 

cLass notes

W e TH I NgT ON  HONOReD 

ThE 2010 Distinguished Alumni Award, presented annually in recognition of out-
standing leadership and service, was awarded to l. Elbert Wethington D’46, G’49 at 
the annual alumni homecoming luncheon Oct. 11.

A former missionary and seminary professor, Wethington spent 25 years guiding 
the Wesley heritage Foundation in the execution of the Wesley heritage Project—the 
translation, publication, and distribution of the works of John Wesley. This 14-vol-
ume work, known as Obras de Wesley, has been distributed to pastors throughout 
latin America and the United States. he retired from this work as the first president 
of the Wesley heritage Foundation in 2005.

From 1954 to 1963 he and his wife, lois, served in the Philippines under the 
Board of Missions of the Methodist Church. he taught theology at Union Theological 
Seminary in Manila and 
assisted with the forma-
tion of a new congrega-
tion. he also taught at 
Duke Divinity School 
in the late 1950s 
and was involved in 
the establishment of 
Methodist College (now 
Methodist University) in 
Fayetteville, n.C.

After returning to the 
United States in 1963, 
Wethington taught in 
and chaired the department of religion at lebanon valley College in Annville, Pa., 
until his retirement in 1983.

Obras de Wesley is “a key that, potentially, may open the Wesleyan heritage to 
any candidate among the more than 300 million Spanish-speaking people in the 
Americas and in other places of the world,” said Scott M. Rimer D’93, chair of the 
award selection committee, quoting Dr. Mortimer Arias, whose keynote address at 
the Global Consultation on the Impact of Obras de Wesley underscored the impor-
tance of this work: “Because of this major undertaking, … John Wesley … is right 
now speaking and preaching in Spanish of the 21st century, and in many parts of 
the world.” 

Elbert Wethington, right, recipient of the 2010 Distinguished 
Alumni Award, and his son, Mark Wethington D’78, G’84. 
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rhon v. carleton D’62 has been 
elected to serve on the national 
council of the divinity school  
alumni association. he is a retired 
air force chaplain, ordained in  
the Presbyterian church Usa,  
currently the Lifecare pastor at 
frazer memorial United methodist 
church in montgomery, ala.

st kimbrough D’62 has published 
The Lyrical Theology of Charles 
Wesley: A Reader (wipf & stock, 2010) 
and released a cd, The Wonder of 
Christmas: New and Familiar Carols 
(GmmP, 2010). he is an internation-
ally known recording artist, now living 
in durham, n.c.

james h. charlesWorth D’65, 

g’67, who taught 
at duke divinity 
school from 1969 
to 1984, at left with 
former classmate 

Danny arichea D’60, g’65 at a 
religious retreat center near manila, 
Philippines. Bishop arichea pre-
sented charlesworth with an honor-
ary degree for “outstanding service to 
the church and academy” on behalf 
of Philippine christian University. 
charlesworth is the George L. collord 
Professor of new testament Language 
and Literature and the director and 
editor of the Pts dead sea scrolls 
Project at Princeton theological 
seminary, Princeton, n.J.

70s

happy james “jim” laWrence 

D’70 of asheville, n.c., has published 
his fourth novel, In the Flip-Flops of 
Jesus (Xlibris, 2010), a rather scan-
dalous account of the early days of 

christian moviemaking in hollywood 
during the 1950s.

harolD g. Wallace D’71 was hon-
ored with the 2010 Bythewood award 
for distinguished community service at 
his undergraduate alma mater, claflin 
University in orangeburg, s.c., during 
the 141st founders’ convocation in 
november. he is a trustee emeritus 
there and former chair of the divinity 
school’s Board of visitors.

john D. miller D’72, of kennerdell, 
Pa., has retired as a United methodist 
pastor and director of olmsted 
manor retreat center in the western 
Pennsylvania conference.

earl g. Dulaney D’73, D’75 and 
his wife, Judy, have retired to oxford, 
n.c., after 39 years of ministry in the 
north carolina conference of the 
United methodist church.

james r. “jim” bailes D’74 has 
been elected president of the duke 
divinity school alumni association. 
a United methodist pastor in oak 
ridge, tenn., he succeeds j. burton 

palmer jr. D’90 of houston, texas.

robert a. barber jr. D’76,  
an attorney, conservationist, and  
former south carolina legislator, is 
also a restauranteur whose Bowen’s 
island restaurant, near charleston, 
was featured on the Man vs. Food 
show with adam richman on the 
travel channel.

peter g. keese D’77, who resides 
in knoxville, tenn., was honored in 
spring 2010 as the recipient of the 
helen flanders dunbar award from 
the association for clinical Pastoral 

education for his pioneering work in 
developing a distance learning process 
for cPe in his work with the salvation 
army.

William f. “bill” evans D’79, 
who resides in massanutten, va., is 
a professor of psychology at James 
madison University. he presented 
“the Psychology of religion and 
the religion of Psychology” for 
the oxford round table at oxford 
University in July 2010.

barbara summey marshall D’79 
has opened Jubilee house, a transi-
tional residence for homeless women 
veterans in fayetteville, n.c. she is the 
executive director of steps & stages: 
women veterans resource agency 
inc., which provides supportive ser-
vices for homeless women and their 
children. volunteers to serve as men-
tors and life coaches for these women 
are welcomed. Lt. cmdr. marshall and 
her husband, clifton, are the parents 
of two children.  

80s

Delmer l. chilton D’80 is the 
assistant to the bishop for the 
southeastern synod of the evangelical 
Lutheran church in america, with 
primary responsibility for congrega-
tions in tennessee, mississippi, and 
alabama and first call theological 
education. he resides in atlanta, Ga. 

jeannette “jean” roDenbough 

D’80 has published Rachel’s Children: 
Surviving the Second World War (all 
things that matter Press, 2010), a col-
lection of reflections upon that expe-
rience. she is a retired Presbyterian 
pastor in Greensboro, n.c.
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kelli Walker-jones D’83 is the 
new director of triangle Pastoral 
counseling in raleigh, n.c. her  
husband, logan c. jones D’82,  
continues as director of pastoral care 
at rex hospital.

Douglas a. hicks D’87, profes-
sor of leadership studies and reli-
gion at the University of richmond, 
published Money Enough: Everyday 
Practices for Living Faithfully in the 
Global Economy (Jossey-Bass, 2010), 
in the Practices of faith series. 

britt skarDa D’87 is now senior 
pastor at Pulaski heights United 
methodist church in Little rock, 
ark. he continues to be an avid run-
ner—25 kilometers weekly. Britt and 
karen have three adult children and  
a grandchild.

j. michael “mike” solberg D’89, 
who swam 
the english 
channel in 
september 2009 
to raise money 
to build a new 

school in waku kungo, angola, was 
in that country to help dedicate the 
school oct. 31, 2010, “to the glory of 
God and the well-being of thousands 
of future students.” solberg, who is the 
senior pastor of second congregational 
United church of christ, rockford, ill., 
was profiled in the winter 2010  
Divinity magazine. Learn more at 
www.swimmikeswim.com.

90s

joerg m. rieger D’90, g’94 has 
published Globalization and Theology 
in the horizons in theology series 

(abingdon, 2010). he is on the fac-
ulty of Perkins school of theology, 
southern methodist University, in 
dallas, texas.

Dianne johnson ciesluk D’92, 
who had served as a diaconal minister 
for eight years, was ordained in June 
2010 as a full elder in the minnesota 
annual conference of the United 
methodist church. she serves as pastor 
of Grace Umc in Pequot Lakes, minn. 
she and her husband, greg ciesluk 

D’91, also a United methodist pastor, 
are the parents of three children.

kamila a. blessing g’96, who 
resides in mars, Pa., has pub-
lished Families of the Bible: A New 
Perspective (Praeger, 2010). another 
book, Speak Ye First the Kingdom: 
A Mainline Pastor’s Journey into 
Abundance, will be released by design 
Group international in 2011.

amy lynn kelley D’96 and 
benjamin W. “benji” kelley 

D’97, D’00 are the founding pas-
tors of newhope, which was named 
10th among the 100 fastest-growing 
churches in america by Outreach 
magazine. the congregation, which 
began meeting in chapel hill, n.c., in 
2002, now worships in a 36,000-sq.-ft. 
facility in southern durham county, 
and has grown to 2,000 worshippers at 
three sunday services. the kelleys are 
the parents of four children.

sarah mount eleWononi D’97 
is the new pastor of south walpole 
United methodist church in 
massachusetts. she and her husband, 
Joe, welcomed a daughter, Grace 
frances, nov. 27, 2009.

cathy s. gilliarD D’97 has been 
elected to serve on the national 
council for the divinity school alumni 
association. she is the minister for 
christian nurture at christ church 
(United methodist) in new york, n.y.

james D. siDDons D’97, D’99, a 
United methodist pastor in forest, 
va., read a research paper, “spiritual 
aspects of the music of toru 
takemitsu,” at the october 2010 film 
and music festival at the University of 
arizona. the paper is an outgrowth 
of his theology and liturgy studies 
at duke and musicological research 
in Japan. takemitsu was the leading 
Japanese composer of the twentieth 
century, and composed more than 100 
film scores.

benjamin e. Wells D’98 and 
his wife, tobyn, now reside in 
huntington, w.va., where he is the 
United methodist campus minister for 
marshall University. 

00s

D. stephen leWis jr. D’00, 
national director of the calling 
congregations initiative of the fund 
for theological education, based 
in atlanta, Ga., was the featured 
preacher on Day 1, the national 
weekly ecumenical radio program for-
merly known as The Protestant Hour.  
his sermon, “choose to care or else,” 
was based on a text from Jeremiah 
and was aired nov. 21, 2010. he serves 
as a member of the divinity school’s 
Board of visitors.

jocleen a. mccall D’01 was 
named 2010 instructor of the year 
at Johnston community college, 

cLass notes
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smithfield, n.c., where 
she teaches world reli-
gion. the Apex (n.c.) 
Herald reported that 
mccall’s dedication 

to her students includes accompany-
ing them to churches, synagogues, and 
mosques so that they can experience 
different faith traditions. mccall is a 
Ph.d. student in adult and commu-
nity college education at n.c. state 
University, raleigh, n.c.

carole l. baker D’03, a visual 
and installation artist and research 
assistant at the divinity school, pre-
sented a paper, “testing the spirits: 
icons and the Problems of modern 
transcendence,” sept. 25, 2010, at 
the 2010 Biennial conference of the 
international society for religion, 
Literature, and culture, st. catherine’s 
college, oxford University (U.k.).

lauren tyler Wright D’03 has 
been elected to serve on the national 
council of the divinity school alumni 
association. she is a researcher, semi-
nar leader, and writer on faith and 
philanthropy in indianapolis, ind. her 
husband, W. brent Wright D’03, is 
a United methodist pastor.

elise erikson barrett D’04 
has published What Was Lost: A 
Christian Journey through Miscarriage 
(westminster John knox, 2010).   
she and her husband, chris barrett 

D’01, and their three children reside  
in charleston, s.c., where he is pas-
tor of st. andrew’s Parish United 
methodist church.

sara arDrey-graves D’05 was 
ordained to the transitional diaconate 
in the western north carolina dio-

cese of the episcopal church in may. 
she is serving as the assistant rector 
at emmanuel episcopal church in 
harrisonburg, va.

kenneth loyer D’05, a United 
methodist pastor in red Lion, Pa., 
was featured in the York (Pa.) Daily 
Record as a former high school 
basketball star now in ministry. he 
completed his Ph.d. at southern 
methodist University in may 2010, 
and he anticipates service as an 
adjunct faculty member at wesley 
theological seminary, washington, 
d.c., and United theological 
seminary, dayton, ohio.

pam Watkins D’05, a United 
methodist pastor and member of the 
north carolina conference, is cur-
rently serving oak Grove Umc in 
roxboro, n.c.
 
William f. “skip” White D’05 has 
written a novel set in the dakota 
territory of the 1800s titled Carry 
Me Not (iUniverse, 2008) with a 
soon-to-be released sequel, The Dead 
Horse Lived. he is currently a United 
methodist pastor in friendsville, tenn.

kristin aDkins WhitesiDes 

D’05 is the president-elect of the 
divinity school alumni association. 
she serves as the associate pastor 
at first Baptist church, winchester, 
va., and she is the daughter of DaviD 

W. aDkins D’72, a Baptist pastor in 
martinsville, va.

Donna banks D’06 has been elected 
to the board of direc-
tors for the raleigh-
based United methodist 
foundation  inc. Banks 

is pastor of the evergreen United 
methodist church in chapel hill, and 
also serves as a board member for the 
chatham county Literacy council.

chris l. braDy D’06, D’08 is 
planting a new church, Living hope 
United methodist, in the eastern part 
of durham county for the north 
carolina annual conference. Brady, 
who officially began the new ministry 
Jan. 1, will start in the spring with a 
community festival, followed by sum-
mer programming for children, and a 
first worship service in the fall. Brady 
worked as special assistant to the dean 
from 2006–10, and from 2008 until 
dec. 31, 2010, as director of student life 
and formation. he is an elder and full 
member of the eastern Pennsylvania 
annual conference of the United 
methodist church. a veteran of the 
army national Guard, he served 
as a local pastor for eight years in 
Philadelphia, Pa., before coming to 
durham to attend the divinity school. 
he and his wife, carla, a liver trans-
plant specialist on the faculty at duke 
University medical center, have a 
3-year-old son, christopher.

julian c. priDgen D’08 has been 
elected to serve on the national 
council for the divinity school 
alumni association. he is pastor of 
st. augustus ame Zion church in 
kinston, n.c.

glenn l. setliff t’95, D’08 of 
mebane, n.c., director of infor-
mation technology at the duke 
University school of nursing, estab-
lished “Parker’s house”—a transition 
residence for some of the homeless 
population of durham—in 2009 in 
memory of his son, whose untimely 
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D E a T h s
mary luke rutleDge D’45 died Sept. 

3, 2010, in Winston-Salem, N.C. A lay speaker, 

pastor’s wife, teacher of high school literature 

and grammar, and gardener, she helped to 

serve United Methodist churches in Texas, West 

Virginia, Tennessee, Alaska, and North Carolina. 

Her husband, thomas e. rutleDge 

jr. D’46, two daughters, three sons, seven 

grandchildren, and three great-grandchildren 

survive her.

franklin W. young g’46 died Sept. 

25, 2010, in Chapel Hill, N.C. He was the 

Amos Ragan Kearns Professor Emeritus of 

New Testament and Patristic Studies in the 

Divinity School. His teaching career began at 

the Divinity School, 1946–1950, followed by 

appointments at Yale, the Episcopal Seminary 

of the Southwest, and Princeton University, 

where he chaired the Department of Religion. 

He returned to Duke in 1968 and taught until 

his retirement in 1985. Professor Young was 

the author, with Howard Clark Kee, of two 

widely-used New Testament textbooks, and 

he was an ordained priest in the Protestant 

Episcopal Church, active with both the 

National Council of Churches and the World 

Council of Churches. He is survived by Jean 

Steiner Young, his wife of almost 70 years, 

along with two sons, five grandchildren, and 

seven great- grandchildren. 

allen c. eDens jr. D’48 died Nov. 

24, 2010, in Fayetteville, N.C. He was an 

ordained United Methodist pastor who served 

parishes in the North Carolina Conference. He 

was also an interim chaplain with the Veteran’s 

Administration and a Mason. A daughter, two 

sons, and six grandchildren survive him.

g. frank plybon D’54 died Oct. 16, 

2010, in Parkersburg, W.Va. He was a longtime 

pastor in the West Virginia Conference of the 

United Methodist Church, and in retirement  

he continued a prison ministry and served  

a five-point charge. He is survived by his wife, 

Marsha Clark Plybon, two daughters, and  

four grandchildren.

e. ray gooDWin D’55 died June 7, 

2010, in Dallas, Texas. He was a parish min-

ister in the North Alabama Conference of the 

United Methodist Church who also served as 

a missionary for a dozen years in Costa Rica 

and Panama. He was devoted to ecumenical 

endeavors including several years of leadership 

with the Greater Dallas Community of Churches 

and the Block Partnership Program there, as 

well as SPAFER, the South Points Association 

for the Exploration of Religion in Birmingham, 

Ala. Two sons, a daughter, five grandchildren, 

and a great-granddaughter survive him.

leWis b. simmons D’57 died July 23, 

2009, in Chesapeake, Va. He was a U.S. Navy 

veteran of World War II, a pastor with the United 

Church of Christ, and the Associate Conference 

Minister for the Southern Conference UCC until 

his retirement in 1987. He is survived by a 

daughter, two sons, and seven grandchildren.

eDWarD t. Wright D’58 died Oct. 31, 

2010, in Mechanicsville, Va. He served faith-

fully for 48 years as a United Methodist pastor 

in the Virginia Conference. His wife of 54 years, 

Peggy Wood Wright, a son, three daughters, 

and eight grandchildren survive him.

harlan l. creech iii t’54, D’60 

died July 15, 2010, in Salisbury, N.C. He was 

death inspired this mission. 
he raises funds for the proj-
ect with statewide motorcycle 
rides. the story was featured 
in the June 20, 2010, issue of 
the Burlington Times-News.

10s

amanDa e. Diekman 

t’05, D’10 was ordained 
and installed as pastor 
for community care at st. 
John’s Presbyterian church, 
durham, n.c., on sunday, 
oct. 7,  2010. she and her 
husband, Brian, a Ph.d. stu-
dent in biomedical engineer-
ing at duke, live in durham. 
amanda serves with 
franklin golDen D’07, 
who is pastor at st. John’s, 
and fred wise, parish associ-
ate for arts ministry. wise, an 
artist who is ordained in the 
PcUsa, is married to jami 

moss Wise t’87, direc-
tor of development for the 
divinity school.

got neWs? Stay in touch 
with your classmates! Use 
the postcard inserted in this 
issue to share your news or 
e-mail magazine@div.duke.edu. 
Update info or submit 
Class notes online at 
www.divinity.duke.edu/update. 

cLass notes



winter 2011 41

 
 

a devoted pastor who served United Methodist 

parishes across the Western North Carolina 

Conference. His wife, Jane Cornelius Creech, a 

son, a daughter, and four grandchildren survive 

him. His late father, harlan l. creech 

jr. D’36, was also a Duke alumnus.

george h. gravitt D’60 died April 6, 

2010, in South Boston, Va. He served parishes in 

the Virginia Conference of the United Methodist 

Church over 41 years, and he especially loved 

woodworking and camping. He is survived by his 

wife, Lois C. Gravitt, and a daughter.

m. Dana hunt D’62 died Aug. 26, 2010, 

in Danville, Va. He was a U.S. Navy veteran of 

World War II who served in the Pacific theater. 

He served rural Christian (Disciples of Christ) 

churches in Virginia before entering Duke Divinity 

School, and later was ordained into the United 

Methodist parish ministry with service in North 

Carolina and Virginia. He retired in 1998 after 

five decades of preaching and counseling. He is 

survived by his wife of 60 years, Hazel W. Hunt, a 

son, and two grandchildren.

William f. mahon D’64 died Aug. 

4, 2010, in Virginia Beach, Va. He served 

United Methodist churches across the Virginia 

Conference for more than 40 years, and was 

especially active with Emmaus and Chrysalis 

community ministries. His wife, Jean Long 

Mahon, and two sons survive him.

William D. mullen D’71 died  Dec. 1, 

2010, in Bradenton, Fla. A Navy veteran from 

World War II, his first career was in finance with 

the Tampa Port Authority. After Divinity School, 

he served parishes across the Florida Conference 

as a United Methodist minister before retiring in 

1989. His wife of 59 years, Virginia Mullen, two 

daughters, and a granddaughter survive him. 

His nephew, roDeric l. mullen t’83, 

D’86 a pastor in North Carolina, led the memo-

rial service.

DaviD e. jasper D’83 died Oct. 24, 

2010, in Charleston, W.Va. He was a faithful and 

effective United Methodist pastor for 27 years in 

the West Virginia Conference, including service 

as a district superintendent and as a trustee of 

West Virginia Wesleyan College. Although he had 

no children of his own, he had responsibilities for 

raising two of his 11 brothers and four sisters. He 

is also survived by a host of nieces and nephews.

samuel D. “mack” mcmillan iii 

D’87 died Oct. 25, 2010, in Rocky Mount, N.C. 

He provided strong, compassionate leadership in 

his service to United Methodist parishes across 

the North Carolina Conference, and he was a 

district superintendent at the time of his death. 

His late father, samuel D. mcmillan 

jr. t’56, D’59, was also a United Methodist 

pastor. Mack’s wife, Paige Lancaster McMillan, a 

son, and a daughter survive him.

toDD s. krueger D’91 died Oct. 16, 

2010, in Durham, N.C. He was a pastor for more 

than 21 years in the North Carolina Conference 

of the United Methodist Church. His excellent 

ministry touched countless lives, and his final 

service was with New Hope Church in Goldsboro. 

He is survived by his wife, Martha White Krueger, 

a daughter, and a son.

DitaWa m. nianDa D’92 died Aug. 12, 

2010, in Johannesburg, South Africa, where 

he had been airlifted from his homeland, the 

Democratic Republic of Congo, while there on an 

evangelical mission. He was pastor of First United 

Presbyterian Church in Norfolk, Va., for 15 years. 

He is survived by his wife, Marie Munkantu Nianda, 

three sons, and a newborn granddaughter.

divinity school faculty & staff
creighton b. lacy, longtime Divinity 

School professor of world Christianity, died 

Friday, Oct. 8, 2010, in Durham, N.C. The son 

of second-generation Methodist missionaries, 

he was born and reared in China, then attended 

college in the United States. After his marriage, 

he returned to China with his wife and lived there 

from 1947 to 1950. Following doctoral studies in 

social ethics at Yale, he joined the Divinity School 

faculty in 1953 and taught missions, world 

religions, and Christian ethics until his retire-

ment in 1987. The author of numerous books on 

China, India, mission history, and the American 

Bible Society, he was also active in the civil rights 

movement in the 1960s. He served as a co-chair 

of the first Durham CROP Walk for the Hungry in 

1975. He is survived by his wife, Frances Lacy, 

a daughter, linDa lacy sipe t’75, and 

two grandchildren.

zillah merritt rainWater Wc’43 

died July 31, 2010, in Columbia, S.C. She 

was assistant admissions director for the 

Women’s College at Duke following World War 

II. After her marriage in 1947 to rolanD 

W. rainWater jr. D’43, she earned a 

master’s degree in rehabilitation counseling and 

shared in his pastoral and institutional minis-

tries in Texas, Tennessee, and South Carolina. 

Her husband and their daughter, sanDra 

rainWater-brott t’75, survive her. 
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To my beloved son,
you were only 10 when you saw 

that american miracle, Barack 
obama, sworn into office as presi-
dent of the United states of america. 
innocence seemed to be reclaimed 
in that moment as so many heard, in 
the president’s oath, centuries of guilt 
absolved. “to a post-racial future!” 
some exclaimed, hopeful for a unity 
that seemed difficult to grasp even in 
our so-called enlightened time.

and yet, two years later, you have 
come to discover the true “curse of 
ham,” the refusal of difference that 
ferments beneath the surface of every 
society and that reveals us all to be 
more savage than civil. you have now 
glimpsed just how much we humans 
thrive on difference, how we seek it out 
even in its most subtle forms, and that 
7th-graders seem particularly adept at 
abusing it!

But, as these realities seem so often 
to reveal, our present is never quite the 
simple repetition of the past. you, the 
child of a mulatto man and a korean-
american mother, are the sum of many 
parts, places, stories, and possibilities. 
in so many ways you encapsulate what 
many people wish for when they imag-
ine a “post-racial” hope.

it has pained me so to see you dis-
cover that post-racial is, in sad fact, 
simply a poor recalibration of an awk-
ward arrangement made long, long ago 
when there were only whites and col-
oreds. you have stumbled into a world 
where a few white boys will exclude 
you, call you black because you are 
not white, and a Latino can call you a 
nigger without the slightest hesitation, 
his ignorance and his malice equally 
heinous offenses.

so here you are, in post-racial 
america.

this does not have to be the end of 
the story, the end of our possibilities. 
But you should know the world you 
have entered and what peculiar space 
you occupy. welcome to the nebulous 
space of the “inter”—the in-between, 
the not-quite—to racial ambiguity.

in the first 12 years of your life, 
the question about “what you were” 
was a pleasantry, a curiosity. But now 
those innocent questions have more 
attached than you realized—whether 
it’s not looking asian enough to be 
easily absorbed into the asian table, 
not dark enough to find a home among 
african-americans, or, as some told 
you to your face, too dark to be white. 
welcome, son, to the neither/nor.

you are not the first and not the last 
to feel the constriction of this space. in 
fact, you are now a second-generation 
“in-betweener,” and sadly the world 
some of us hoped would emerge, where 
the curiosity of the mulatto, the half-
breed, would be no more, has  
not appeared.

if left to ourselves perhaps we  
could hope for the space to become 
true individuals, to become our full 
selves apart from what others desire  

ministry at LarGe

a letter to my son
By brian banTuM d’03, G’09

this is a letter to my son that i am not sure he will understand now, but one 
that i hope will provide clarity during times of confusion and exclu-
sion. it is also a letter for a world that in so many ways wants some-
thing different, but cannot imagine how complicit it is in keeping 
those hopes from becoming realized.

At a 2002 Divinity School picnic:  
Gail and Brian Bantum with sons Ezra  
(in arms) and Caleb.
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us to be, to be free of the chains of  
cultural expectation.

But our world is not a world of 
endless possibilities and autonomous 
individuals. you and i are bound to 
each other. you and i are bound to 
those who refuse us and those who 
welcome us. all of these histories, reali-
ties, wellsprings of cultural achievement 
and tragedy flow through your veins, in 
your face.

you and i are people of the in-
between, people who cannot easily 
seek to be simply “who we are” because 
our “who” is inexplicable without these 
peoples. our life is not our own. we 
belong to many peoples, but above all 
we belong to God (of course you knew 
this was coming!). this makes us, as 
some christians have said, “foreigners 
in every fatherland, and in every for-
eign land, a citizen.”

if being post-racial means anything, 
perhaps it is this: that we are always  
at home, and we are never home. if 
being a christian means anything, it  
is that we are always at home, and we 
are never home, and because of this, 
the exclusion and the refusals we so 
often endure are never the entirety  
of our lives.

Much, much love, Your father  

bRIaN baNTum is an assistant professor 
of theology at Seattle Pacific University 
and the author of Redeeming Mulatto: A 
Theology of Race and Christian Hybridity 
(Baylor University Press, 2010). he lives 
in Seattle, Wash., with his wife, gaIl 

sONg baNTum D’09 and their three chil-
dren. This essay was published in Stony 
Roads, the blog of the Office of Black 
Church Studies, at www.divinity.duke.edu/

initiatives-centers/black-church-studies/stony-

roads/letter-to-my-son

controversial Love
By richard lischer

Ed.’s Note: The following excerpt is from the sermon “The View from the 
Ditch,” preached Sunday, Jan. 16, 2011, by Richard Lischer, James T. and 
Alice Mead Cleland Professor of Preaching, at Duke University Chapel in the 
aftermath of the Tucson shootings. Lischer is the author of The Preacher 
king: Martin luther king, Jr. and the Word That Moved America.

in his Day, king made a controversial proposal. On the basis of Jesus’ 
life, ministry, and death on a cross, he suggested that we try to love one 
another. It’s hard to imagine how the idea of love could be controversial, 
especially coming from a preacher.  But he made it very controversial 
because he took love out from under the canopy of the pulpit, where it’s 
the safe, expected word, and injected it into the realm of social conflict 
and public policy. he was forever speaking about love in all the “wrong” 
places: on highways, in pool halls, city halls, fire-bombed churches, even 
in Page Auditorium (in a university that for all practical purposes was still 
segregated). When he might have been talking about revenge or strategy, 
he spoke of reconciliation.   

… If you believe love belongs only in private relationships, like romance 
or friendship, king’s use of it is unsettling. We’re tempted to say that love 
has no place in a violent world like ours, forgetting that the love of God in 
Jesus crashed into the political process and submitted to its rough justice. 
Jesus got himself crucified in a world like ours.  

So if we find ourselves reaching up for a helping hand amidst the  
violence of this week, the “Samaritan option” is one to consider. 

The story of the Good Samaritan is really two separate stories. viewed 
from the road, it’s a story of encouragement to reach out to those who 
are lost and hurting, the way king did in Memphis, the way Jesus did 
throughout his ministry, the way we do in our better moments.  

But this same story, when viewed from the ditch, where all of us have 
been at one time or another, takes on a different character. It asks an 
even more profound question: Despite your own privileged education, your 
wealth, or your power—do you understand how God might be using some-
one or something you never imagined to teach you and make you new?  

Watch the sermon at http://ondemand.duke.edu/video/25736/sunday-service-

1162011-richard. Watch “The legacy of M.l. king Jr.,” an interview with 
lischer and n.C. nAACP president wIllIam baRbER II D’89 at 
http://ondemand.duke.edu/video/25747/richard-lischer-rev-barber-the interview 
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ore than three years have 
now passed since the 
french bank BnP Paribas 

was forced to suspend depositor 
withdrawals when the bank could no 
longer sell its underlying portfolio of 
subprime mortgage assets on the open 
market to generate cash. that action, 
largely unnoticed at the time, is now 
considered the spark that ignited what 
many call “the Great recession.”  

while economists rarely agree, 
there is consensus that the economic 
debacle of 2007–09 was anything but 
typical. a study of 19 major american 
recessions shows that the average 
“bear market” lasted 29 months with 
market values declining 56 percent. 
everything about the most recent 
recession, though, appears accelerated. 
this time around, the decline lasted 
17 months with U.s. equity markets 
declining 56.8 percent. historically, a 
major bear market is followed by a 
“snap-back” rally lasting 17 months 
with market values regaining, on 
average, 70 percent. our most recent 
rebound—march 9, 2009, to april 23, 
2010—lasted just over 13 months with 
market values regaining 79.9 percent.

history also suggests that a second 
period of market decline will occur—
the much-talked-about “double-dip” 
recession. this time history did not 
repeat itself. while market indices 
moved erratically after april 23 of 
last year, the overall movement of the 
stock market was positive with the 
s&P 500 index up by 15.1 percent for 
the year on december 31.

yet more than three years after 

it began, most americans believe 
that financial disaster is still with us. 
despite huge government stimulus 
spending and promising wall street 
averages, the Great recession contin-
ues. for many individuals, the promise 
of growth is an illusion, and unem-
ployment levels seem to confirm our 
worst fears.

keynesian economic theory argues 
that the antidote for the current finan-
cial malaise is lower interest rates 
and more stimulus spending. yet the 
midterm congressional elections sug-
gest that increasing the federal deficit 
through stimulus packages is not an 
acceptable choice. and how can the 
federal reserve use lower interest 
rates to spark a recovery when current 
rates are already near zero?

assuming the United states does 
not enter into a period of prolonged 

stagnation, what does the near future 
hold? my personal hope is that this 
nation will lose its desire for more 
of everything—larger homes, more 
goods, more debt. many forecasters 
believe that american consumers, 
who account for nearly 70 percent of 
economic activity in the nation, are 
looking to simplify and to cut debt.

another option open to the chil-
dren of God is the gift of optimism. 
Granted, the economy still feels bad 
for a reason: it is! But things are much 
better now than they were in the 
spring of 2009, when we were at the 
bottom of the worst downturn since 
the Great depression. it takes a long 
time to dig your way out of a hole that 
deep. yes, the current period of subpar 
growth and high unemployment is 
real, but it need not persist. Lowering 
our expectations for the future, how-

is this the new normal? 
By JamEs g. mENTzER D’99

m
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 Not so Fast

“it seems an oversimplification to say that fasting 
is mournful in the hebrew Bible and celebratory 
in the new testament. i worry that such a descrip-
tion subtly plays into pernicious ideas about 
the old testament as burdensome and the new 
testament as freeing. in both testaments, fasting  
is ultimately about connecting people with God.” 
lauREN wINNER, assistant professor of Christian spirituality, in the Jan. 22, 2011, 
New York Times article about the growing popularity of fasting 

king’s legacy as a man of god
“king’s self-proclaimed mission ‘to redeem the soul of america’ cannot be  
understood apart from his self-designated identity as a preacher of the gospel.  
he succeeded in injecting that gospel into the political debate much in the way 
the abolitionists had more than a century ago.”

RIchaRD lIschER, James T. and Alice Mead Cleland Professor of Preaching,  
from his book The Preacher King, quoted in the Jan. 16, 2011, edition of the 
Observer-Dispatch (Utica, n.y.) 

Overcoming Polarization
“i think it’s critical [for evangelicals and mainliners] to overcome our  
tendency toward polarization. so célestin [musekura] and i spent a lot of  
time listening and talking about our different ways of understanding  
scripture and working with other people. we found we share far more  
conviction than we might have thought.”

l. gREgORy JONEs, professor of theology and Duke University’s vice president  
and vice provost for global strategy and programs, in a Dec. 3, 2010,  interview  
with United Methodist Portal about Forgiving As We’ve Been Forgiven, which he  
co-authored with Célestin Musekura of Rwanda. 

breaking the silence on war
“we want to break the silence [about war]. …we need to pray and preach  
and struggle with this together.” 

amy lauRa hall, associate professor of theological ethics, quoted in The News & 
Observer (Raleigh, n.C.) nov. 22, 2010, in an article about Proper 29, a Web-based 
appeal to local pastors, to speak out in opposition to war on Christ the king Sunday.

ever, is not a helpful response.
some economists are suggesting 

that broad macroeconomic policies 
must change if we are to prosper in the 
months to come. since early 2008, the 
fiscal authorities have sought to fill the 
hole left by economic decline through 
large stimulus programs—checks in 
the mail to spur consumption, short-
lived housing rebates to raise demand, 
one-time cash-for-clunkers to move 
inventory, and temporary business 
tax credits to spur investment. these 
programs may well have boosted gross 
domestic product for a quarter or two, 
but they have done little to put the 
economy on a stronger, more sustain-
able trajectory. 

we consumers might benefit from 
following a different pattern as well. 
Granted, a strict economic diet of 
financial austerity will not have great 
appeal. call it penance, if you will, for 
the excesses of the past. higher personal 
saving rates coupled with family budgets 
based on cash, not credit, are reason-
able and right responses to unpredict-
able government policies. it is not 
within our power to manage the federal 
deficit. however, our personal levels 
of debt and savings are another matter. 
there lies the essential groundwork for 
greater, sustainable prosperity. 

JamEs g. mENTzER, clu, chFc, has 
been a financial planner 
since 1986. he is currently 
director of planned giving 
for the United Methodist 

Foundation of Raleigh, n.C.
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THE MINISTRY OF 
RECONCILIATION IN 
A DIVIDED WORLD
THE DukE DIVINITY SCHOOL SuMMER INSTITuTE
presented by  the Center for Reconciliation
Rooted in a Christian vision, this intensive five-day institute nourishes, renews, and deepens  

the capacities of Christian leaders in the ministry of reconciliation, justice, and peace.
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