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EDITORIAL COMMENT.

A Lesson In Cleanliness. Personify-

ing the United States into the rather

quaint looking "Uncle Sam," we may

call attention to the fact that he is a

very cleanly and well groomed old fel-

low. See him when you will in the pic-

tures, and his "beaver" is on straight

and stately, his shirt front is white and

tidy, his collar is starched and steadfast,

and the old man's pants are sure to

come down to his shoes, and they are

neat, too, even if they do suggest a favor-

ite son's coat of various colors. This

is typical of Uncle Sam. He is always

clean, and neat, and tidy. And he will

not allow matters otherwise under his

control. For down-right cleanliness in

all quarters, commend us to any place

or business, kept and conducted by Un-

cle Sam. The Soliders' Home at Old

Point, Virginia, for instance, is kept

like a drawing room; every army post

we have ever visited is kept likewise in

the most cleanly manner. His ships

that sail the seas, and his hospitals that

house the sick, are models of neatness

and sanitation. When he got hold of

Havana, Cuba, he built a Are in the

back yard, swept out the premises and

burnt up the rakings and the rubbish.

Incidentally fever disappeared and Ha-

vana became respectable and possible.

"Five years ago," wrote President

Roosevelt in a letter recently, "the Is-

thmus of Panama was a by-word for

unhealthiness of the most, deadly kind.

At present the Canal Zone is one of the

healthiest places on the globe." Uncle

Sam would not stay in that Zone amid

filth and disease and dirt. If they never

finish that Canal, Uncle Sam has shown

that cleanliness is next to godliness in

saving and prolonging human life. Your

Uncle Sam is an avowed enemy of dirt,

disease and filth. And therein he sets

all mortals a good and wholesome ex-

ample.

Strange Independence. Some ideas of

independence in this world are fearful

to think upon. The Sunday School

Times recently quoted a man who smok-

ed but little as saying, "I usually carry

a cigar with me, as a sort of declaration

of independence." The speaker meant

that he had the freedom to resist the

appetite for a smoke while yet in posses-

sion of the cigar. We are told that a

certain teacher of a Sunday-school class,

at the seat of one of our colleges the

other Sunday, said it was better to

smoke, chew or drink moderately than to

do neither, as moderation in these

things showed the stronger power of

self-control.

In both of these instances there is

strange philosophy, a peculiar logic.

It is argued that he who goes half

way to the brink and stops before leap-

ing, is a stronger, braver man than he

who stays as far from the brink as pos-

sible. It is argued that it is stronger

to pay one's respects to agencies and in-

struments of sin and ruin than it is to

take a stand boldly against these agen-

cies, and stand there afar off. It is ar-

gued that he who keeps company with

one who swears, but does not himself

swear, is a stronger and more courage-

ous man than he who does not even

seek or keep such company. It is argued

that he is the stronger man who can

carry the dagger under his coat with

which to cut his own, or his victim's

throat, than is he who has the courage

and manhood to leave his dagger at

home, or have no dagger at all. This

is indeed strange independence, an in-

dependence not taught or hinted at in

the Word of Truth and Inspiration.

He is the free man who has the pow-

er to resist evil and stay as far from it

as possible. The man mentioned carries

his cigar and drinks in moderation show-

ing respect, esteem and admiration for

these things; and then out of self-re-

spect refuses to make himself a hog.

That is not courage : that is the com-

promise of a coward. He makes a com-

promise to keep from fighting. He goes

half way because he hasn 't the manhood
to stop before starting. He is the brav-

est, the safest, securest who remains as

far from evil as possible. "Free, as

bond servants," said Peter. He only is

free who is the servant of Jesus Christ.

Divorce and Danger.. When the re-

port of the United States Census Bu-

reau was made the other day, showing

that of all the couples married in Ameri-

ca in any given year, for the past twen-

ty, one in twelve are destined to be dis-

solved through the divorce courts, there

was universal surprise, moral trepidation

and abasement. In the last forty years

divorces have doubled and then trebled,

and the number still increases with

shocking rapidity. One in every twelve

couples married, destined to be separated

by divorce ! One home in every twelve

doomed to be shattered ! One house-

hold out of every twelve destined to be

broken up, by disagreement of husband

and wife, by the severing of the mar-

riage vow, the disannulment of the most

solemn and sacred obligation man and

woman ever took upon themselves.

No wonder Cardinal Gibbons, com-

menting on the report declared "The
extent of the divorce evil is so great as

to strike at the very root of our social

system.

"

In this one particular America sur-

passes the civilized world. There is no

other civilized country under heaven

whose divorces show such large propor-

tion cither to population or to the num-
ber of marriages. We of America have

come to feel that the marriage vow lies

lighiiy upon us, and at small provoca-

tion may be shaken off.

And yet there is no sin more cleai-ly

pronounced in the Bible than this; and

no evil more ( r^ai'v pointed out a 'id

proclaimed against than that of divo/ce.

Hear Jesus in Marl- 10:0-9 "From the

beginning of the' creation God made them

male and female. For this cause shall

a man leave his father and mother, and

cleave to his wife; and they twain shall

be one flesh: so then they are no more

twain, but one flesh. What there-

fore God hath joined together, let no

man put asunder." And then verses

11-12 "Whosoever shall put away his

wife and marry another, committeth

adultery. And if a woman shall put

away her husband, and be married to an-

other, she committeth adultery." There

is in the Bible, in the language of our

Lord Christ, but one ground of divorce-

ment, and that is for fornication. And
there is not in the Bible one single

ground for a divorced person's remar-

rying. Our American people are

flying in the face of the great God's

eternal laws and decrees when they make
divorce easy and remarriage possible.
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FROM THE FIELD.

Burlington.

Our church work here starts off au-

spiciously for this conference year, 1908-

1909. Thanksgiving clay was a busy and

joyful ont to those who entered into the

spirit and service of the occasion. We

had services at 11 a. m., at which a

nice cash collection was taken for the

Orphanage. The Ladies Aid and Mis-

sionary Societies provided a beautiful

and valuable box for the Orphanage in

which was a bed-quilt that they had

piece. A few days before Thanksgiv-

ing they had a quilting and in the ev-

ening served supper. It was a very en-

joyable occasion and proved a profit-

able day to the Society. This society is

known by those acquainted with their

work, as a working body in the home

and foreign church. For a number of

years, they have been supporting a na-

tive Bible Woman in Japan. They do

things. On Thanksgiving afternoon our

Christian Endeavor society with the

King's Daughters, served a Thanksgiv-

ing dinner to the inmates of the County

Home for the poor. This society seems

deeply intereted in works of love and

mercy. They certainly have some in-

teresting and helpful- meetings.

The .
Sunday-school is planning to give

what promises to be a very excellent ar-

rangement for Christmas time, and for

Sunday-school rewards and gifts. I

think this has been one of the best Sun-

day-school years in the history of the

church, so far as enrollment and atten-

dance is concerned. We are arranging

to have a teacher training course begin

very soon. We have already purchased

our' books. The parsonage is undergo-

in- repairs and additions, which when

completed will add very much to the

comfort, convenience, and beauty of the

place. The carpenters, plasterers, and

painters are busy. That pastor is in-

deed fortunate who serves a people that

:ook well after his temporal comfort;

and who do not forget to pray for him.

I am now in the 14th year with this

people, and they seem to me to get bet-

ter all the time. As I scan the horizon

of this conference year's rising sun, the

indications are for the best year's work

for God and man in the history of the

church. May it come true. That there

are or have been tears and heartaches

no true and burden bearing pastor will

deny; but still, in the service of Jesus

it is sweet to suffer, to sacrifice, and to

wait, for the sake of Him who loved us

and gave himself for us; and for the

sake of those whom we love and would

save.

P. H. Fleming.

Mt. Pleasant.

We held our revival meeting at Mt.

Pleasant church the third Sunday in

September and closed on Wednesday
night. I had no ministerial help. There

were several reclamations and conver-

sions. I have baptized three this year.

There was a good revival in the church.

It is with a full measure of regret that

I cannot accept a call as pastor there for

another year. The distance and heavy

expense forbid.

Keyser.

We began our revival meeting in Key-

ser the fourth Sunday in Oct. and closed

on Thursday night. Rev. 11. G. Under-

wood aided in this meeting. He had

been pastor of this church before and

his many friends wrere glad to see him
again. His sermons were good. The

church was very much spiritually

strengthened. Several reclamations and

professions. Two accessions, three bap-

tisms. There were some local hindran-

ces in the community. Bro. Wm.
Keith one of our leading members was

quite ill. Bro. Neal McDonald one of

our most promissing young men was al-

so quite feeble and his aunt Ef'fie held

in by rheumatism. Old Bro. McPhale
and his wife were both sick, and the

stormy weather all worked against us.

I feel very grateful to the good Lord

for good revivals in my churches this

year. S. B. Klapp.

Greensboro, N. C, Oct. 31st, 1908.

Lambert's Point, Va.

We had a series of meetings here the

last of October. Rev. C. C. Ryan, pas-

tor of the Memorial Temple, Norfolk,

Va., did most of the preaching and he

did it faithfully and earnestly. Rev.

W. H. Thompson, pastor of the Third

Church, Norfolk, Va., preached one ser-

mon during the meeting and made a

good impression upon the congregation.

The meeting was helpful to the work

here. There were several professions,

and two accessions to the church.

Rcsemont, Va.

We began a series of meetings here

the third Sunday in November, and con-

tinued for ten days. Rev. J. W. Har-

rell of Portsmouth, Va did the preach-

ing and he did it well. The messages

were highly spoken of, and while the

visible results of the meeting were not

what we had hoped to see, we believe

that much good was accomplished. There

has been no one to join so far but the

church seems helped by the meeting.

Gulf Mills Christian Church, Pa.

Beginning the first of November I

spent two weeks with Rev. S. L. Baugh-

er and his people at Gulf Mills Chris-

tian Church, Conshohocken, Pa. It was

for me a very pleasant stay and the

Lord greatly blessed us in the meeting.

My home was at the parsonage with Bro.

Baugher and his good wife. They are

devoted servants of the Lord. They

have the confidence and love of the peo-

ple and are doing good work. The

church seems to be in a prosperous con-

dition. A preacher in a revival can not

do too much at "sight seeing" and be

at his best in the meeting but so hislor-

is is the country round about that I

yielded to the temptation somewhat. One
day I had a delightful ride with Bro.

Baugher to Valley Forge, a distance of

eight miles away. We went past the

ruins of the old Gulf Mill, the scene of a

Revolutionary encampment. In front of

the old Gulf Mill, which dates from

1747, a great boulder standing nine feet

high, has on it a panel inscribing the

fact that the Continental army encamp-

ed in this vicinity from December 13 th,

to 19th, 1777. This is near (he Gulf

Church. We went by the way of the old

"King of Prussia" road, along which

the hungry but resolute Continentals

marched to the protecting height of

Valley" Forge. There is much that is

charming in the scenery along the road.

The village of Valley forge is in the

northeastern corner of . the Reservation

of 500 acres, much of it in picturesque

ruins. Here is the old Washington

Headquarters building kept in excel-'

lent repair and always open. A path-

way leads from here up the slope to the

remains of the earth works which, com-

mencing with the Schuylkill River, ex-

tends westward along the hillsides. Fol-

lowing the beautiful drive way around

the hill, elevated more than six hun-

dred feet above the surrounding coun-

try, we came to an Observatory about

seventy five feet high. On the top of

this we bowed in prayer to Him who
overruled, in those battles which cannot

be left out of the account when we

think of the liberty which we as a peo-

ple enjoy. For who knows but for the

intervention of a heavy rain storm just

after the Battle of Brandywine anoth-

er battle might have occurred which

would have probably changed the story

of the war for freedom and possibly

the destiny of the nation. May we not

only appreciate freedom in the thought

of being a free country but may we have

and "stand fast in the liberty where-

with Christ makes us free."

W. D. Harward.

Norfolk, Va., Dec. 3, 1908.

—The United States and Germany
have entered into a postal arrangements

whereby letters between the two coun-

tries may be carried for 2 cents instead

of five cents as at present. The new-

rate goes into effect Jan. 1, 1909.
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A NOTICE OF THE CONFERENCES

I have just completed a visit to four

conferences. Eastern Va. conference

was a success, its attendance was good,

but not so many visitors as at some oth-

er times. The reports were good, and the

conference well provided for. Dendron

is a small town in Surry Co., Va. I nev-

er saw more hospitable people, who open-

ed their doors and their hearts to en-

tertain the people and the conference.

The inclemency of the weather pre-

vented me from visiting much in the

town. The Surry Lumber Co. gave free

transportation from Wakefield to Den-

dron and return. I was in Wakefield

and spent a night with the kind fami-

ly of Mrs. Frank Bain, old friends of

mine of over fifty years standing. I was

then in six miles of my birth place.

From here I went to Norfolk where I

spent a few days with relatives. I went

on the boat to Smithfield, Va, to visit

the family of D. J. Mood, members of our

Elon College church, having only an hour

and a quarter to spend with them. It

had been about fifty eight years since

I had seen the town, as I used to be

here frequently in my early life on bis-

iness matters. The next evening found

me in Raleigh, with the kind family of

W. B. Mann, old friends of mine,

thence on to Eastern North Carolina

Conference, where I found home with

the kind families of brothers J. Beale

and K. B. Johnson.

The Conference was held at Wake
Chapel, one mile from Fuquay Springs.

Here in 1857, I built a house in the

dense woods and organized a church with

members from the families of Jones,

Johnson, Austins, Ballentines and Fu-

quay and others. Here now stands a

beautiful church edifice sustained by a

fine membership. A kinder people I nev-

er saw. I stopped a few hours in Dur-

ham and shook hands with a number of

old friends. The next week I was at

Park's Cross Roads, where I attended a

conference fifty years ago, and after-

wards served them for several years as

their pastor. Here they have a fine

new church building in good modern

style. The older people have all passed

away and their children and grand-

children have taken their place in the

church and community. Here I had

my home with Isaac Wellons Parks. I

boarded with his parents over fifty

years ago. Here we had a nice Confer-

ence and a pleasant time, and we had

preaching of a high type every day.

The next week found me at Long's

Chapel, with the North Carolina and
Virginia Conference. Here we had a

pleasant conference and the reports from

the churches were good. Conference

was well provided for and we were well

entertained in an excellent neighborhood.

I am now at home ready to settle

down to my work and to close in for the

winter, in good health and cheerful, to

look after our church as co-pastor at

Elon College and college duties. We
are now in a series of meetings at Elon

College, preaching being done by Rev.

N. G. Newman, Holland, Va.

J. W. Wellons.

Elon College, N. C.

OUR, NEED FOR MORE HOME MIS-

SION EFFORT.
* By Rev. L. I. Cox.

In response to your request to sper.k

on the sbject, Home Mission effort, I

should like to say that I rejoice in all

the success that our church has achiev-

ed through Home Missions. But, sup-

pose that no man or church had achiev-

ed success, that every man 's hand fell

by his side, that every man's bow was

unstrung, that no man could say, "The
Word of the Lord has been powerful

in my mouth," how then? Even in that

event, should wre resolve upon giving up

the work and retiring from it in dismay

and despair? Far from it, real achieve-

ment does not depend upon what our

reports show, we do not derive our in-

spiration wholly from our success. Our

marching orders are, "Go ye into all the

world and preach. '

' As for the harvest

time we are to leave it with Him to

whom Paul looked and to whom Apollos

looked when they planted and watered.

We have not to do with results, but

with processes; we have to do our duty,

and to leave results entirely in t lie

hands of God. We have heard the word
success from more speakers than one on

this conference floor. It is a word which

in its usual significance I do not care

very much for, because no man knows
the measure of it in relation to spirit-

ual energy and ministry. The older I

get, the more I believe that we have lit-

tle,, or perhaps nothing, to do with suc-

cess. If it comes, well and good, thank

God for it; but our place is to work,

to toil, to suffer with heroic patience,

with joyful and expectant endurance,

leaving all the outcome to Him to whom
the kingdom is infinitely dearer than it

ever can be to us. I hear men say that

their churches are not in a very pros-

perous condition. I am afraid that the

complaint is often made in a commercial
tone. I would to God we could drive

the mere shop out of the church of

Christ. You have heard, some of you
have said, that "Missionary enterprise

has been a failure;" I am here to con-

tradict that statement. But perhavs you
say the church earnestly prays. Breth-

ren, is it possible? All your young peo-

ple, all our elderly people, all our men
of business, and women who have fam-

ilies to sustain and direct, is it possible

ili.il ooi church "earnestly prays?"
That ihjb conference "earnestly prays?"
If we did earnestly pray, the place

wherein we are assembled would be shak-

en, and Pentecostal winds and fires

would attest in our hearts and lives the

presence of an everlasting God.

Now, let me tell you where we fail,

where you fail, where I fail, where all

Churches fail. You hear the sermon,

you "Hold the fort," you "Ring the

bells of heaven," you go away saying

"Beautiful sermon, eloquent sermon; I

enjoyed it so much," but you leave no

sacrifice behind you. What, a hundred,

a thousand people coming to sing hymns,

and offer prayers, and hear psalms, and

make no offering!

It is profanity, it is the crudest irony.

Knock at the door openly, lovingly, now
and again; always do this, and prove

Him if He will not open the windows of

heaven and pour out a blessing that

there shall not be room to receive it.

The great secret of your successes from
a mechanical and financial point of view

must come out of a deeper spiritual

life, and this deeper spiritual life will

make you give every time you meet.

We have begun that in my churches.

Home Missions is a great work. We
feel that we are doing a divine work in

"beginning at Jerusalem." We are to

go to the distant parts of the earth, but

it must be "beginning at Jerusalem."

We should not neglect to enter the towns

and cities. Has it ever occurred to you

to remember with what divine sympathy
and interest God seems to look upon
great cities? He would have spared the

cities of the plain if only ten righteous

men could have been found, though in

the lowliest cottage within their boun-

daries. Do you not remember how He
sent His servant down to ancient Nine-

vah, and how he accepted their repen-

tance when they prostrated themselves

before Him; and though the poor, weak
servant was offended, the Lord God was
pleased with their repentance, and par-

doned their sins, and saved them from
the threatening that had been announc-

ed? Do we not remember how the di-

vine Lord sat there upon Mount Oli-

vet, how tears streamed from his eyes

for those who never wept for themselves,

as He thought of the doom that was
about to come upon them, and upon

that city? We know that God is inter-

ested in the cities of our country, and

we know it as truly as we know it of

those ancient cities, and of Jerusalem.

The very state of things proves it must
(( Jontinued on page 7.

)
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NOTES AND PERSONALS.

—The four leading Presbyterian pa-

pers of the South are to be consolida-

ted in to one, to be published, possibly

at Charlotte, N. C.

—Congress assembled for the short

term of the Sixtieth session last Mon-

day, and will adjourn by constitutional

limitation March 4, 1909. The short

session never accomplishes much in law

making.

—Rev. W. G. Clements, Morris-

ville, N. C, was a welcome visitor to

The Sun office last week. Bro. Clements

was once editor of The Sun and no man

knows better than he how an editor

needs sympathy and encouragement.

—Lynchburg, Va. voted out the sa-

loons last Saturday by a majority of

199. Good. May South Boston, Hous-

ton and Roanoke, which are to vote

in the near future, follow the noble lead

of their wealthiest and most progressive

sister city.

—Elon College Christian church en-

joyed a gracious revival last week, Rev.

N. G. Newman doing the preaching.

Bro. Newman's sermons were logical,

simple, spirit-filled, inspiring. The

church was wonderfully revived. There

were 'numbers of conversions and re-

consecrations and all. feel better for the

meeting.

-—In explaining the increasing neces-

sity for a presidential candidate to vis-

it and speak to the people, The New
York Christian Advocate makes this in-

teresting comment

:

"The extraordinary contest between

Taft and Bryan, as respects showing

themselves and speaking, moves a con-

temporary to say: "To break the speed

laws from hall to hall, speaking a scant

five minutes at each, is not campaign-

ing. It is not argument." This is good

sense, but since the days of Lincoln and

Douglas the personal equation has been

growing stronger and stronger. The

people wish to see the candidates face

to face, and the great majority of the

crowds are like the servant girl who
married after seeing only once the man
who became her husband. Her mistress

said: "Why did you do it?" "0, be-

cause I likes his looks." If Bryan had

stayed at home his votes would have

been one third more or less than they

were, and Taft's votes would have been

at least one fifth less than they were."

—It was the editor's great pleasure,

and good fortune, in company with Presi-

dent E. L. Moffitt, to visit South Boston,

Va. last Monday and Tuesday, enjoy-

ing there the hospitality of Brother and

Sister A. F. Franklin. Brother Frank-

lin is a successful and prosperous busi-

ness man of the town, and Sister Frank-

lin, formerly Miss Lizzie Jane Long,

youngest daughter of Dr. W. S. Long,

dispenses gracious hospitality to her

friends with a cordial hand and in an

elegant new home. The home is elegant

and modern in all its design and equip-

ment, spacious halls, generous in space

both of parlor, dining room and bed

chamber, warm and comfortable from

steam heat and water supply, happy and

cheerful with two sweet, beautiful chil-

dren, a visit there was one of

genuine joy, rest and recreation. We
shall covet the privilege again The
Christians should have a house of wor-

ship in South Boston and lost a fine

opportunity in not building there years

ago. We have many members in the

town who would welcome an effort to

organize and erect there a Church.

A brother much interested in Sunday
school work in another state and in bet-

ter prepared teachers especially, writes

this :

'

' Your Teacher-Training book,

'Preparing the Teacher,' to hand and

carefullly reviewed. I have also taken

the time to compare it with other books

on my desk along the same line, some

of which we are using in our own state.

I desire to say that in my humble judg-

ment this work has no superior. In

many respects it is better. I like it be-

cause of its comprehensive style." Ev-

ery Sunday-ehool teacher should have a

copy of this book. The price is 60 cts.

delivered. To Sunday-schools forming

classes, 50 cts per copy delivered.

—Now that we have a '

' pure food

law" the Florida Christian Advo-

cate suggests that we need a "pure lit-

erature law." And then a parable was

spoken.

GOD NEVER DISAPPOINTS US.

Rev. Theodore L. Cuyler, D. D.

We cannot trust ourselves too little,

and we cannot trust God too much.

"Trust in the Lord with all thy heart,

and lean not upon thine own understand-

ing. " Somewhere in the future there

hangs before us in the air a golden ideal

of a perfect life, but as we move on the

dream of complete victory over sin moves

on also before us. It is like the child

running over the hill to catch the rain-

bow; when he gets over, the rainbow is

as far off as ever. If our expectation

of temptation rests on our own resolu-

tions and our own strength, then our

day-dreams are continually doomed to

disappointment.

"My soul, wait thou only upon God;

for my expectation is from Him." God
never disappoints us. When we study

the Almighty in the book of Nature or

the Book of Revelation, we find our ut-

most expectation overtopped by the won-

derful reality. When we trust God,

He never fails us. When we pray to

Him aright, with faith, with submis-

siveness, with perseverance, and with

honest desire to glorify Him, He ans-

wers us. I do not believe our Heavenly

Father ever turned a deaf ear to an

honest prayer offered in the right spir-

it. He is a sovereign, and doeth His own

wise will; and if it pleaseth Him to

keep us waiting for the answer, then we

must understand that delays are not al-

ways denials.

If we have only to demand from God

just what we desire, and in the way and

the time that suits our pleasure, then

we would be snatching God's sceptre

and trying to rule the Ruler of the uni-

verse. Did you ever know a child that

ruled its parents without ruining itself?

And if it spoils our children to have

their own way, I am sure that it would

be for our ruin if we could bend God to

all our wishes. If this be our expecta-

tion from God, then the sooner we aban-

don it the better.

God keeps all His promises, but He
has never promised to let you and me
hold the reins. He answers prayer, but

in the way and at the time that His in-

finite wisdom determines. Some prayers

are not answered at once; more than one

faithful mother has gone to the grave

before the child whose conversion she

prayed for has given his heart to Jesus.

Some prayers are answered in a way so

unlooked-for that the answer is not rec-

ognized; eternity will "make it plain."

For many petitions are answered accord-

ing to the intention and not according

to the strict letter of the request; the

blessing granted has been something dif-

ferent from what the believer expected.

Jacob, when he blessed the sons of Jo-

seph, laid his right hand on the son who
stood at his left side. So Gocl sometimes

takes off His hand of blessing from the

thing prayed for, and lays it on another

which is more for our good and His

own glory. He often surprises His peo-

ple with unexpected blessings—and heav-

en will have abundance of such surpris-

es.

Let us rejoice to remember that our

Savior is God, and in Him dwelleth all

fullness. "Of His fullness have we all

received," said the beloved disciple, and

John was not disappointed. Neither was

Paul when he found himself "filled with

might in the inner man." There is a

fullness of grace and love and power and

peace and comfort that His redeemed

children have never been able to explore,

(Continued on page 13.)
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TEACHER TRAINING—WHY, WHAT
AND HOW?

The Importance of Teaching in

Christianity.

By Prof. W. A. Harper.

The most important function of tiie

Church is teaching the Word. The min-

ister is fulfilling his sacred office best

when he is a wise religious teacher.

Christ is spoken of as a teacher dozens

of times where he is once called a

preacher. The best missionaries are the

best teachers; and it must always re-

main so. It follows then that the posi-

tion of Sunday-school teacher is a noble

one, one calling for fine gifts and ex-

pert training,—a position of great re-

sponsibility and of great opportunity.

To help those who already fill that sa-

cred position to fill it better and to as-

sist those destined to fill it to get pre-

pared for their divine service is the bus-

iness of Teacher-Training.

Teacher-Training Gaining Ground.

Teacher-Training is a new thing prac-

tically with our people—and it is not

a very old thing with any people. We
seem now to be on the threshold of a

new and brighter day in this sphere of

Christian activity. The sentiment for

such a work seems to be wide-spread

among us and to be gathering momentum
in every quarter. On May 1, 1908, the

Southern Christian Convention in ses-

sion at Greensboro, N. C, appointed a

committee on Teacher-Training to pre-

pare a course for our Sunday-schools.

The first volume of that course, which

when complete will consist of two vol-

umes, is now printed and for sale

through our Publishing Agent, Dr. J. 0.

Atkinson, Elon College, N. C, and the

second and final volume of the course

will be ready a year from now. These

books will be sold at sixty cents the

volume prepaid. Many of our schools

have already adopted this course and

many others will shortly—we hope all

will. To the end that the Sunday-

schools of this conference may organize

Teacher-Training Classes and adopt our

own course the burden of this paper is

directed. The discussion will consist of

an answer to three simple questions

:

Why, What, and How?
I. Why?

Why should Sunday-school teachers be

trained? Because the times demand it.

This is an age of general education,

liberal culture, thorough training for the

various activities and professions of

life. It is an age of specialists and spe-

cialism. Expert counsel is sought and
obtained in every avenue of industry

and endeavor. Only he who knows, who
is trained, can hope to achieve success

in any undertaking, great or small. It

is so in business; it is so in farming;

it is so in the professions; it is so every-

where. The successful business man is

no longer a mere exchanger of goods for

gold; he is an intelligent student of com-

merce, of the laws of economic science,

and of human nature in its relation to

consumption. The typical physician is

no longer your general practitioner who

is his own druggist ; he is your special-

ist on the stomach, the eye, the ear,

the throat, the nose, the bones, the

lungs, etc., who sends you to the drug

store with your prescription. The same

is true of the lawyer, who studies cri-

minal, or corporation, or civil law, has

his specialty and clings to it. The suc-

cessful farmer is no longer an ignor-

ant plodder, but a close student of the

composition of the soil, of the chemistry

of crops, and of the methods of im-

proving land and stock. Our mechanics

are no longer drivers of nails and sawers

of wood, but men who employ in the

building trades the same elements of

success and leadership which are found

in the captains of industry and the

leaders among the professions. No man
who hopes to succeed in any business

today can afford to neglect his training

for that business ; this is especially true

of the teaching business, and more es-

pecially true of the Sunday-school teach-

ing business.

You would not think of sending your

children to a public school teacher who
could not pass the examination for a

certificate, who was not trained to

teach. You would not be willing to

study secular branches under a man who
only knew the lessons you had just

passed over and the particular one to

be recited, who did not have a compre-

hensive grasp of the subject as a whole

and a sense of the relation of its parts.

And yet this is exactly what we allow

our children to do and do ourselves in

regard to the most important teaching

in the whole range of life—I mean of

course, in regard to Sunday-school

teaching. We had a sort of idea that

God would somehow put words of wis-

dom in the mouths of Sunday-school

teachers without any special preparation

on their part ; as a consequence our

schools have suffered, our children are

ignorant of the most elementary facts of

the Scriptures, and we ourselves are

far from being as proficient as we ought

to be in regard to biblical matters. If

the Sunday-school is to maintain its

right to remain the chief source of re-

ligious instruction for the people of

God, we must train our Sunday-school

teachers. Every day we postpone the

solution of this crying need is so much
precious time lost and so much opportu-

nity of doing God's service gone forev-

er. Teacher-Training for Sunday-school

forces is a necessity, and the school or

the Church that neglects it is doomed al-

ready to failure and death.

II. What?
What does Teacher-Training include?

In a general way, everything that may

throw light on the teaching of the Bi-

ble, the seeing of everything through the

Sunday-school spectacles; in particular,

eight things, all of which will be covered

in our Teacher-Training Course.

1. A knowledge of the Bible. This

means not merely a knowledge of the

number of books in the Bible, their or-

der in the same, their reputed authors

and their dates; it includes also a know-

ledge of what is in each book, the pur-

pose of its writing, its relation to the

other books, its part in the development

and unfolding of the plan of salvation,

how the Bible was written, how it has

come to us, and its unique place in the

literature of the world. The Sunday-

school teacher should know his Bible as

a lawyer knows his Blackstone and

should be able to employ it as a skilled

mechanic does his tools. Such a com-

prehensive knowledge of the Bible is the

fundamental requirement for Teacher-

Training—it cannot be neglected. No

other knowledge can take its place.

2. Knowledge of the Principles of

Pedagogy. ' Pedagogy is the science of

teaching; its principles are of univer-

sal application. They apply as much

to sacred as to secular teaching. Their

practice means success; the lack of their

practice brings disaster to class and

teacher alike. A great many teachers,

secular and sacred, employ the princi-

ples of pedagogy in their teaching sub-

consciously and without knowing it.

This should encourage us all, because it

shows that the principles of teaching

are not hidden and occult, but matters

of nature and common-sense. Such

teachers even will profit from a mastery

of the principles of pedagogy, because

they will then know they are on the

right track and can proceed with great-

er confidence and singlemindedness.

Poor teachers will be immeasurably

helped by such knowledge.

3. A knowledge of the laws of the

Mind. The human mind exhibits differ-

ent characteristics at different periods of

life, and the method of teaching must

be adapted to it in these various period.

s

The child mind learns chiefly through

observation and apperception, the adol-

lescent or youthful mind, chiefly through

the understanding, the adult mind,

chiefly through reason. These facts con-

dition and determine the three meth-

ods of teaching to be employed in the

primary, the young people's, and the Bi-

ble classes of the Sunday-school. Many
(Continued on page 12.)
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL

HOW TO TEACH THE SUNDAY
SCHOOL LESSON FOR DEC. 28.

A Few Suggestions.

Christmas Lesson.

Luke 2:8:-20.

Golden Text: For unto you is born

this day in the city of David a Savior,

which is Christ the Lord. Luke 2:8-20.

Approach to the Lesson. Our lesson

today is a break in the chronological

order of our study again, so there will

be no review of the previous lesson. Let

the object of the approach to the les-

son be to stir up an interest, an abi-

ding interest, in Christ. Perhaps you can

find some story that will solve your pur-

pose; perhaps a few sentences, well-chos-

en and earnstly spoken, relative to the

celebration of birthdays and especially

of the birth-day in which the whole

world is interested, will be better for

your class. Use skill here and your les-

son period will be crowned with success.

Before you begin to teach the lesson

for today, call for what Matthew and

Luke have to say about the birth of

Christ, assigned last time: Matth. 1:18-

25; Luke 1:1-2:7.

The Lesson. - The lesson today falls

naturally in three divisions, which you

may write on the board as they are de-

veloped in the teaching, for use in the

topical review at the close of the lesson

as taught by the question method.

The Vision. Verses 8-14. By ques-

tion discover what country is spoken of.

(Here call for the assigned work on

Betniehern given out last time.) Who
were abiding in the fields, at what

season of the year and at what

time of the day, what they were doing

there, what appeared to them, what shone

around them (Here you might call at-

tention to its appearance at the dedica-

tion of the temple,) its effect on them,

what was commanded them, what was

brought them, to whom this should be,

who was born to them, where, what was

he called (Christ is the greek word for

the Hebrew Messiah, both meaning the

Annointed One), what should be the

sign to them, what was suddenly with

the angel, and what was sung.

2. Its Effect. Verse 15. Discover

what the shepherds said to one another

when the angels were gone—picture the

anxiety on their faces as they pondered

what they had seen and heard and as

they came to this wise decission.

3. Their Visit, Verses 16-20. Dis-

cover how they went, whom they found,

where, why they were in Bethlehem and

why in the place they were, what they

did in regard to what they had found

out, what effect this intelligence pro-

duces on those to whom it was told, what

Mary did in regard to these matters,

whither the shepherds went after their

visit, what they did as they went.

Now review the lesson by the topic

method.

Here call for John 1 :1-18, the first les-

son of the year, assigned last time, bring-

ing out the truths.

Truths and their Application.. These

shepherds were about their regular, rou-

tine business, the business of watching

their flocks by night, when the Lord ap-

pealed to them. It is even so today

—

the Message of the Lord as frequently

comes to us in our daily tasks as when
we are in our places of worship. Reli-

gion is not a thing of special occasions,

but an ever present force making for

righteousness of action and holiness of

living. We need it and can have it ev-

ery day in the week and every hour in

the day.

2. "Glory to God in the Highest,"

sang the angel choir and so should sing

every one who names the name of

Christ. We need to glorify God, not on-

ly by word, but by deed, not only by

song and praise and public profession,

but by sacrifices and charities and holy

living. For every pleasure we enjoy

for all the good we are enabled to ac-

complish, we should give God the glo-

ry-

3. The angels also sang "and on earth

peace among men in whom he is well

pleased," revised version. We have

been so accustomed to the old reading

"on earth peace, good will toward men"
that we shrink from giving it up. Yet

when we consider God's peace, which

passeth all understanding, can come only

to those in whom he is well pleased, that

is, to those who do his will, we see that

the revised version 's translation is nearer

the correct teaching1 of the scriptures.

Christ has brought peace on earth to

those who serve him, but he cannot bring

jieace to those who reject him and live in

their sins.

4. A few words on how to keep

Christmas would not be out, of place, es-

pecially since so many of our people

have seemingly lost its real significance.

Would Christ be pleased with the way
you keep the anniversary of his birth ?

Ask yourself this question.

Assignments for Home Study. Next

Sunday is regular quarterly review. If

a quarter ago you announced that for

next time you would give a written ex-

amination on the quarter's work, you

will of course make no assignments, but

bid all to be prepared for the examina-

tion. If you did not do this you may as-

sign work in various ways. Suppose you

decide to use the lesson method on the

review, you will ask each one to be spe-

cially prepared on some one lesson, all

to be generally prepared on all of them.

Suppose you decide to use the biographi-

cal method, then you would assign to

one the life of David, to another the life

of Solomon, to a third the life of Na-

than, etc. ; with this biographical method

you might also include the geographical

method and assign places to various

ones. Suppose you decide to use the

"Truths and their application" method,

then you would ask one to find truths

in one lesson, another those in anoth-

er, etc., asking for the facts in each les-

son and the golden text before truths are

asked for. Be certain to adopt some

method for your review and stick to it

—in this way the review will be interest-

ing and profitable.

W. A. Harper.

Elon College, N. C.

Lesson XI. December 13, 1908.

Solomon Dedicates the Temple.

I Kings 8.

I was glad when they said unto me, let

us go into the house of the Lord. Psa.

1122:1.-

Time: The temple was completed in

the eighth month of the eleventh year

ofSolomon 's reign. The dedication was
at the time of the feast of booths in the

seventh month of some year, presuma-

bly the twelfth year of the reign. About

1011 B. C.

Place: The newly built temple and its

vicinity.

Persons: Solomon and the civil and

ecclesiastical leaders and representatives

of Israel. Solomon has thus far been

true to his choice of wisdom, and his

reign has been successful and disting-

uished.

The building of the temple is rightly

one of the principal reasons for the fame

of Solomon. This splendid temple be-

came the principal place of Jehovah's

worship and the only legitimate sanctu-

ary.

It was not impressive by reason of its

size but because of its choice workman-

ship and of the ideals Avhich it establish-

ed. Its beauty is created to the work-

men obtained from Phoenica.

The arrangements for building the

temple may be found as follows : the bar-

gain with Hiram I Kings 5:1-6; trans-

porting the timber 5 :8-9 ; the greatness

of the operation 5:13-17; the reverent

quiet of the work 6:19-22; the beauty

and elaborateness of the decoration 6 :29-

32; the time of building 6:37,38; the

costliness of the furniture 7:48-50.

So the great day came for actual dedi-

cation of this building to God. So far

it was only a man-made house. What
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did it lack? It was the presence of God.

The same presence which was a fiery

pillar to the Israelites in the desert, the

flame-tipped Horeb, and the Glory filling

the tabernacle. This presence was seen

when the ark was brought into the holi-

est place of the temple.

"Who brought the ark? The priests

walking solemnly. No repetition of the

Uzzah affair of thirty years before.

None but the priests by God's command

might touch the ark of the covenant.

Then at the dedication the hearts of

the tribes were all there. On occasions

of parade and function heads are indis-

pensable. Heads are to do the thinking.

Hands do the working. Both are a neces-

sity. There must be heads and hands.

God honors both.

Solomon 's address and prayer make up

the most remarkable part of this chap-

ter. Two thoughts are embodied in this.

First his true conception of God; second,

the high plane on which he sought a bles-

sing for Israel.

The dedication means a setting apart.

We have a temple now—an individual

temple. Has it yet been dedicated 1

? Has

the glory-presence come to the rhyth-

mic swing of all the soul's sweetest mu-

sic? Then every mean thing will be com-

pelled to withdraw.

This is our safe-guard to have the

presence of God filling all this human

temple of God.

G. W. Tickle.

(Begun on page 3.)

be so, and God has shown it in His

dealings with us. As I have said before,

we must now, as of old, begin at Jeru-

salem. The home church must first be

endued with power from on high, else

she can only send forth a vacillating Pe-

ter, and doubting Thomas.

But once the Holy Ghost comes upon

us at the starting point, then the very

same men are. witnesses, apostles, mar-

tyrs, ready for all Judea, Samaria, and

for the uttermost parts of the eartn.

And another thing, we in the Christian

Church must learn not to neglect our

most insignificant, our most out-of-the-

way little Bethels, because although they

cannot give us a large collection towards

our colleges and public movements, yet

our greatest preachers have come from

our small chapels, from these little

flocks in Israel. We ought to endeavor

to make all our Churches—what in fact,

the first churches were, local missionary

associations. And to this end, we need

to encourage our ladies to more active

mission work, who are a great power,

lying dormant in almost every church.

Oli, the love of Mary, blended with the

diligence of Martha, the spirit of holy

women of old, of those true, brave wo-

men who followed Christ from Gallilee

to Jerusalem, ministering to Him, and

who wept at the cross, and watched at

the sepulchre when Judas proved a trait-

or, and Peter a coward ! Women who

adhered, who clung to Him and his cause

when all the world had deserted Him.

Oh, that God would fill our churches

with such women today! There is an-

other class lying dormant in our church-

es, possessing great unexercised power, I

mean those religious leaders who always

have plenty of time to look after others,

because they have nothing to do them-

selves. They never say "we;" no they

keep themselves separate, in order to

have the right to grumble at the work

of every body else. Don't you know
them? Blessed is your experience then

if you do not.

All members of our churches who are

not Christian workers are great hin-

derances to earnest laborers, and as look-

ers on they are miserable themselves.

If we wish to add to the peace and joy

of our churches, if we wisli to treble

their power for good, let us endeavor

to get every member to do some work.

Let us all stand up for Jesus. Every

Christian worker should be like the or-

ange tree beautiful as well as fruitful.

The constant complaint is want of men,

men who can talk, and men who have

something to talk about. A preacher

once said in the pulpit, "Oh, I am in

the spirit, if I had only something to

say." A man who can talk, and who has

nothing to say, soon becomes a bore. We
need men who can think, and who will

dare to say what they think, men who
believe that the spirit inspires now. It

would be a great thing if, in our congre-

gations and in all our home mission

work, the members, according to their

gifts, greater or smaller, whether their

work should hear more directly or less

directly on this precise point of church

work, or of instructing people in god-

liness and bringing them to Christ if

they were in connection with church life

and church work, and understood to be

in the service of the church, so that

whatever they were doing should have

the stamp of it, "Whatever I do in word
or deed, I do it in t lie name of the Lord
Jesus Christ." If we were found en-

gaged in the service of the church, do-

ing what we could do, whether it was
great or small, in the service of Christ,

and with the view of helping on the

work, then what we did would have the

character of Christian work; it would

be done in the name of Christ, and we
should be all of us combining and con-

spiring to carry on the great work to-

gether.

The Church brought to the feet of the

Savior, would be like the great mountain

the prophet spoke of, in our land among
our people, and among the nations of

the earth, to which all nations should

say, "Come, and let us go into the

house of the Lord," and catching the

sun's brightest beams, shall flash them

forth on all the earth, and the showers of

heaven, and streams from the mountain

being poured in living torrents upon the

earth beneath, the Divine glory shall be

manifested, whole earth shall be filled

with the glory of the Lord, and all men
shall call Him blessed. Then we do

still believe in prayer? Yes, more firm-

ly than ever. The challenge is boldly

asked as in the days of Job, "What prof-

it should we have if we pray to Him?"
The answer is coming down, Sirs, from

the everlasting God as it always will

come down, if there are only men full of

faith to accept the challenge. Yes, the

answer is descending in showers of bles-

sings through the land. The Lord of

Hosts is with us, blessing the church,

blessing also the standing army of the

disciplined ministry needed to carry on

the continued warfare.

Let each one consecrate his best to

the Lord, believing that there is a clay of

retrospect to come for us in this world,

and a day of reckoning, a day of grand

review in the next.

Let the motto of every one present be

as the poet has expressed it

:

I live for those that love me,

For those that know me true,

For the heaven that smiles above me.

And waits my coming, too.

"For the cause that needs assistance,

For the wrongs that need resistance,

For the future in the distance,

For the good that I can do."

*Delivered before the North Carolina

and Virginia Christian Conference.

—It costs something for an American

heiress to purchase, and support, a

French titled nobody. The counsel for

the Princess De Sagan, formerly Miss

Anna Gould declared in court the other

day that Miss Gould's former husband.

Count Boni De Castellane, spent his

wife's fortune at the rate of +1,000,000

a year during the eleven years of their

wedded life and when the divorce was
granted there was a debt of $3,400,000

of Count Boni's, making in addition to

$95,000,000 that Countess Anna had giv-

en the Count's father and mother.

Countess Anna offered Boni at the time

of the divorce $200,000 in cash and an

income of $30,000 a year, she to take

over all debts beside.

—Report is that Representative Bur-

ton of Ohio has been offered a place in

Mr. Taft's cabinet as Secrcary of I he

Treasury.
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SPIRITUAL RELIGION.

Religion is the life of God in the soul

of man, we are informed. Then to

know God and have much of His life

in the soul is the deepest sort of true,

spiritual religion. A life of deep, abiding

spirituality is the high ambition and as-

piration of every true child of God. Ev-

ery Christian wants to be a better Chris-

tian; every soul truly religious wants

to be more spiritual. For spirituality

is the end in view, the one consummation

devoutly to be sought.

How then do we come to a deeper

life in God? How to a mind, heart, and

attitude more truly spiritual? The ans-

wer is, by knowing more of God, learn-

ing His will, walking in His way. "If

any man will do his will, he shall know

of the doctrine, whether it be of God."

We come to know God, by doing His

will.

We come to know God by loving and

serving our brethren. "He that hateth

his brother cannot know God. " "If

a man say, I love God, and hateth his

brother, he is a liar; for he that loveth

not his brother whom he hath seen, how

can he love God whom he hath not

seen?"

A spiritual life in God is evermore

connected with a deep, and ever deep-

ening love for the brethren. Spiritual-

ity does not teach us to hate, but to

love. As we become more spiritually

minded we come to have a greater love

for our neighbors, our friends, the peo-

ple of our acquaintance, the brethren.

We come to serve God more and better

as we come to love the brethren more

and better. Spirituality is not selfish,

it is not meager: it is not mean: it is

not narrow. It makes us larger heart-

ed, makes us see the best in human na-

ture : gives us more beautiful views of

our fellowman, and opens the pathway

to the hearts of those about us. If any

man wishes to know whether he is

growing in spirituality, he may test him-

self by this one standard, to wit: Do
I love my brethren more and more, and

am I willing to do and to sacrifice more

for my church and my God? It is a

contradiction in terms, and a reflection

on the Bible and on common intelli-

gence for a man to say he is growing in

spiritual religion unless he is growing

in love for his brethren and for the

world of men and women about him.

Spiritual religion gives us a larger heart,

a broader vision, a sweeter life, and more

love one for another.

JOHN MILTON.
Today, December 9, the civilized

world, particularly that part of it given

to literary pursuits and tastes, of all

languages, celebrate the three hundredth

anniversary of the birth of John Milton.

And the memory of this great man, and

what he has done for mankind, justify

and fully merit all the respect, esteem

and reverence that will be paid him

everywhere. Many years ago one wrote

of him: "John Milton was the greatest

of all human beings; the noblest and

the ennobler of mankind. He has

steadily grown in the Avoiid's reverence,

and his fame will still increase with the

lapse of ages." That last line was a

true prophecy, for three hundred years

after his day his fame is more univer-

sal and pronounced than ever in all the

years.

The poet Wordsworth spoke a word of

him that men have every where felt was

sure and true

:

"Thy soul was like a star, and dwelt

apart

:

Thou hadst a voice, whose sound was

like the sea:

Pure as the naked heavens, majestic,

free

:

So didst thou travel on life's common
way,

In cheerful godliness, and yet thy heart

The lowliest duties on herself did lay."

Learned, cultured, scholarly, refined

above most men of his day, he gave his

heart and life to what was best on earth

and holiest in service. It is not often

a man with highest opportunities, gen-

tle breeding and easy circumstances can

write, as Milton did when he called "De-
ity to witness that in all those places in

which vice meets with so little discour-

agement, and is practiced with so little

shame, I never once deviated from the

paths of integrity and virtue and per-

petually reflected that though my con-

duct might escape the notice of men, it

would not elude the inspection of God."

In his latter days loss of fortune, and

worst of all loss of eyesight deprived

him of many worldly pleasures and pur-

suits, but the loss of these seemed only

to impel him to nobler, higher and ho-

lier pursuits. Many of his minor po-

ems, his Arcades, Comus, L' Allegro,

II Penseroso and Lycidas would enti-

tle him to lasting gratitude, and his

name to perpetual fame. He was a prose

writer of eminence and renown, and

while "Secretary of State for Foreign

Tongues" for eight years under Oliver

Cromwell wrote state papers of great

learning, usefulness and renown.

Of course that which made his name

more famous than all the rest, and se-

cured him a safe place among the fore-

most writers of all nations and times,

was Paradise Lost, and later and of less

merit, Paradise Regained, and Sampson

Agonistes. He spent several years writ-

ing Paradise Lost, and wrote slowly re-

lying, he declared principally upon "De-

vout prayer to that Eternal Spirit who

can enrich with all utterance and know-,

ledge, and sends out his seraphim with

the hallowed fire of his altar to touch

and purify the lips of whom he pleas-

es." In his noble epic, Paradise Lost,

there is a picture of heaven and hell in a

manner not undertaken, and certainly

not equalled, by any uninspired writer.

He spent seventeen years writing that

epic, but had he spent all of a much long-

er time than he lived, such a life would

have been more than well spent. From

a human point of view there is nothing

to compare with it in all our English

speech. Milton, the Quaker poet, lived

close to the God he perpetually adored.

The poet Dryden sang of him in this

matchless measure:

"Three poets in three distant ages born,

Greece, Italy and England did adorn:

The First, in loftiness of thought sur-

past

;

The Next, in majesty, in both the Last:

The fame of Nature could no further go

:

To make a Third she joyn'd the former

Two."

In all the latter years of his life he

arose at four of the morning in sum-

mer; in winter at five. First came his

devotions, then a chapter in the Hebrew

Bible, after which was breakfast. He
studied from nine till twelve, and then

dined. After dinner one hour's exer-

cise: after this he played upon organ

or bass viol, and then studied until 6

p. m. From six to eight he saw and

conversed with visitors. At nine re-

tired. Thus he lived out his latter days

in the love of learning, meditation and

spiritual devotion by which pursuits he

made a world debtor to him for ages

and ages yet to be.
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p,; SUFFOLK LETTER.

Philadelphia, Pa., Dec. 4, 1908.

The first session of the "Federal

Council" of the churches of Christ in

America, as a permanent organization,

opened in the Academy of Music in this

city on Wednesday night, Dec. 2nd, and

will close on the 8th. Thirty-three

Protestant denominations are represent-

ed by 450 delegates who represent eigh-

teen millions of members and a related

constituency of fifty millions, or more

than half of the population of the Uni-

ted States. Every phase of theology

pours a stream into this sea of conces-

sion and brotherly love. It is, so to

speak, the great religious clearing house

of theological thought, or the great sen-

ate for theological discussion, or the

Sandhedrin of the church of Christ.

It is not the largest gathering but

the greatest Protestant assemblage

ever convened on American soil.

It has reached the stage of permanent

organization with Bishop E. R. Hen-

dricks of Kansas City, Mo., as President

and one Vice President from each of the

thirty-three constituent bodies. The Ex-

ecutive Committee is composed of one

member from each denomination ; and

one additional member from the large

denominations for every five hundred

thousand or major fraction thereof. Rev.

W. D. Samuel, D. D., President of the

American Christian Convention, is the

Vice-President from our church; and

Rev. Martyn Summerbell, D. D., is the

member of the Executive committee

from one church.

The delegates from our church and

present at all the meetings are, Revs.

J. B. Weston, D. D., J. F. Burnett, D.

D., 0. W. Powers, D. D., W. D. Sam-

uel, D. D., Martyn Summerbell, D. D.,

and W. W. Staley. We all regret that

Drs. J. P. Barrett and J. J. Summer-

bell could not be present.

It is surprising and gratifying to us

to listen to discussions and declarations

that accord with the position occupied

by the Christian church for a hundred

years; yet we hear this in almost every

address from men eminent in their re-

spective denominations. The best com-

mentary on the text of our position is

in this council and it will be printed in

the book which will contain the proceed-

ings and utterances of this great body

composed of all.

There is no expressed purpose, on the

part of the council, to attempt organic

union that will interfere with the auton-

omy of the denominations; but to rec-

ognize the existence of unity and agree

to co-operate in all moral reforms, mis-

sions, social questions, and present to

the world a united, aggressive force for

civic righteousness, human betterment,

and the salvation of the world.

This Council, without saying so, is

a reaction from what has been current

as practical Christianity for the last

quarter of a century. It is in fact the

return of the church to the considera-

tion of moral and spiritual questions,

revealing a deep yearning of soul for

sweet fellowship among the people of

God and burning thirst for the salva-

tion of a lost world. Questions of mon-

ey, except for actual current expenses,

do not enter into the plans or discus-

sions. It is a meeting of heart, of spir-

it, of light. It is creating a new reli-

gious atmosphere, a new spiritual pur-

pose, and a new fraternity for a divided

church. Most of the church meetings

for many years have dealt with ques-

tions of business, finance, work, benevo-

lences, and practical purposes. The

warmth of heart-hunger for souls, the

yearning for the fire that consumes sin,

and the light that illumines the path-

way of sorrow, had almost faded out

from the bosoms of the saints; but this

meeting, in the city of "brotherly love,"

is brotherly spiritual, with Holy Ghost

intensity and inexpressible joy. It is the

return to sentiment, to communion, to

holiness, and the onenesss that is in

Christ. W. W. Staley.

Elon College Notes.

The revival service which has been in

progress for the past week closed on Fri-

day night. The preaching was done by

Rev. N. G. Newman of the Eastern Vir-

ginia Conference. The revival was deep-

ly spiritual. Much and lasting good re-

sulted. There were a number of profes-

sions, and more than thirty reconsecra-

tions. Brother Newman returned to his

field Saturday. Sunday, Dec. 6, the

College pulpit was filled by Dr. J. U.

Newman of the College Faculty. Dr.

Newman as usual gave us one of his

deeply spiritual and practical sermons.

The Christian Endeavor Society was

lead by Mr. J. F. Morgan. It was the

regular consecration service—much in-

terest was manifested and the spiritual

life of the society was never better.

Rev. C. A. Boon, one of our oldest min-

isters and most honored citizens is sick.

His health for some time has not been

very good, however, there is nothing se-

rious in his condition.

Drs E. L. Moffitt and J. 0. Atkinson

are away this week among friends in the

Pleasant Grove community.

The college Sunday-school is prepar-

ing for a Christmas concert to be given

by the little people, who are being train-

ed for this work by Mrs. J. W. Patton,

Miss Ruth Stevick and Mrs. J. L. Fos-

ter. The little people are much inter-

ested and very enthusiastic.

This is the week for the beginning of

College Examinations, and of all the year

the most busy season with college stu-

dents. The work of the present term is

of a high order and the students have

acquitted themselves well. The indica-

tions are that all are well prepared for

the coming examinations. J. T. C.

Wanted: A Worker.

God never goes to the lazy or the idle

when He needs men for His service.

When God wants a worker He calls a

worker. When He has work to be done

He goes to those who are already at

work. When God wants a great servant

He calls a busy man. Scripture and

history attest this truth.

Moses was busy with his flocks at Ho-
reb.

Gideon was busy threshing wheat by

the wine press.

Saul was busy searching for his fath-

er's lost beasts.

David was busy caring for his father's

sheep.

Elisha was busy ploughing with twelve

yoke of oxen.

Nehemiah was busy bearing the king's

winecup.

Amos was busy following the flock.

Peter and Andrew were busy casting

a net into the sea.

James and John were busy mending

their nets.

Matthew was busy collecting customs.

Saul was busy persecuting the friends

of Jesus.

William Carey was busy mending and

making shoes.— (Unknown.)

—The Supreme Court of Appeals of

Virginia renders a decision to the ef-

fect that brewers, distillers and manu-

facturers of liquor cannot avail them-

selves of the right to make express com-

panies carry whiskey into "dry" terri-

tory because they would in that instance

be aiding and abetting in violating the

law.

—Believing that activity will tend to

prolong life, the Rev. O. P. Crandall,

of Ridgebury, Oi'ange county, N. Y., a

superannuated minister of the New York

Conference, is occupying pulpits at the

age of ninety-two years. On Sunday,

September 27, lie preached in the school-

house at Gardnerville; Wesley in 1790

said: "I can write almost as well as

ever I could, and it does me no harm but

rather good to preach once or tv.ice a

day. '
' He was then in his eig' y-sev-

enth year.—Ex.

I was gad when they said nn > me,

Let us go into the house of the Lord.
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THE CHRISTIAN ORPHANAGE .06 North Webster S. S 1.30

DEPARTMENT. Myrtle Paris . .13 Eel River Conf. Ind
Board of Trustees. Kph .

T

t ni ncnn ~\ 0 iiuuui.il o. s. ana
Rev .T O. Atkinson. D. D.. Pres.. Elon

Collea-e. N. C.
Lorena Kernodle .10 Jr. O. U. A. M., N. C. 3.68

Rev. I. W. Johnson, Sec, Suffolk, Va. Clara Mitchell .25 New Elam Church 6.60

Hon. W. H. Carroll, Burlington, N. C. Dewey Farrell 10

L. M. Clymer, Greensboro, N. C. Rylma Hornady 35 TP AT Povllnn r
\

C. D. West, Newport News, Va.

Elijah Moffitt, Esq., Asheboro, N. C.
Geo. Harden 2.60 Durham, N. C.

G. S. Watson, M. D., Elon College, N. C. 3.50 Rev. and Mrs. L. I. Cox 5.00

Treasurer—Rev. C. C. Peel. Herbert Long .05 XulVll wOllogc, IN. \j.

Superintendent—Jas. L Foster, Elon Total $11.00. Chas. D. Johnson •. . . . 5.00
College, N. C.

Miss Ruth Jones 1.00 Graham, N. C.

CHILDREN'S CORNER. . .Elon College, N. C. Amt. 46th week, 1908 $284.40

Monticello Mission, N. C 2.13

3.65

Total $2073.97

The Band of Cousins. Apples Chapel Church .

.

Henderson Church, N. C 3.25 Elon College, N. C, Dec. 3, 1908.

.Tns. L. Foster. Sec.. Elon College. N. C.
New Hope Church, Ala. 7.27 My Dear Children and Friends

:

Miss Mabel Yarborough 2.00 Read our Corner this week and teil

"He that hath pity on the poor lend- Semora, N. C. me what you think of the good people

eth unto the Lord, and his good deed will Hanks Chapel Church, 14.50 of the Christian Church and their

He pay him again.' —Prov. 19:1/. Beulah Church, Ala, . . 6.50 friends. $284.40 cash with the splendid

Elon College Church, . 21.35 list of donations ! It 's impossible for

Total Reported Last Week $1789.57 Bethany Church, Va., 10.00 us to write about them—space forbids.

Monthly Dues. Franklin Church, Va. .

.

8.50 It does really look like the people want

Charles E. Newman. Jr., .10 Franklin S. S., Va. .

.

10.00 to give thanks unto Him who has given

10 Bethlehem Church 5.00 the people so many °-ifts during; the year.

.10 (Warren Co.) N. C. As superintendent I wish in this way to

10 Antioch Church 5.35 thank every giver whether , cash or kind.

10 (Val. Va.) The children are happy in the kind treat-

Laura Harris .10 Linville Church 1.21 ment their friends have given them;- and

.10 Ebenezer Church, N. C. 2.40 today nine of the boys worked like men
W. H. Etheridge 1.00 in helping handle "cut-feed"—it was

Homer Elder .10 Selma, N. C. fast work and hard work, and they work-

Eures Church, N. C. 7.65 ed till 6 o'clock and wanted to go on till

Claudie Way .05 Geo. R. Dunn 1.00 we finished.

Annie Pearl Way .60 Ringgold, Va. Bro. Chas. D. Johnson, Register of

Monthly S. S. Offerings.
.

Isle of Wight C. H. Deeds Alamance county, joins Bro. Carl-

Henderson, N. C 9 .25 Church, Va. 5.00 ton of Durham, N. C. with his $5.00 per

(Thanksgiving.) Rosa Dowdy 2.76 month. Who will be the next? We
Pleasant Grove, Va 2.00 Burla Dowdy 1 98 thank you, brethren—that means $60.00

Timber Ridge, W. Va. . . 1.25 Annie B. Wicker 1.01 per year each—splendid help which

Thanksgiving Offering, 1908. Sanford, N. C. about supports one child.

Graham, N. C, S. S. Third Church Norfolk, 7.05 It affords us much pleasure to receive

Mrs. Ruth Roherson .

.

$.25 Waverly Church, Va. . . 20.33 so many offerings from the East, North

Mrs. Walter Harden .25 Wakefield Church Va. 10.55 and West—just see the list of cash and

Mrs. Mary Roberson . . .25 Dendron Church, Va. .

.

15.00 then the two large boxes. Thank you,

Bethlehem Church .... 13.72 dear friends.

Wm. H. Turner 14 Concord Church 3.00 The Thanksgiving offerings from the

Millard Hornady .12 (Val) Va. Graham, N. C, Franklin, Va., and Hen-

Julius Johnston .10 Timber Ridge Church .

.

10.85 derson, N. C. Sunday-schools are very-

Mattie J. Long .0(3 W. Va. liberal indeed and we thank them so

Ruth Hornady .18 Mayland Church 2.20 much. May the Lord bless all these

.10 Leaksville Church 7.00 good gifts to the support of His little

Arthur Blackmon .25 (Val) Va. ones

!

Rav Harden .25 Creola Church 1.00 The following donations have been- re-

Minnie Long .00 O. E. Conf. 0. ceived :

Robert Robertson .25 Lebanon Church 1.00 D. C. Brown, Ashboro, N. C, 125

25 Rays Hill Conf. Pa. lb. pumpkin; from friends by Rev. Rufus

Mack Turner .30 Jefferson Church 2.00 King, High Point, N. C, $1.80 for a

Gilmer Mitchell .25 E. Ind Conf. Md. treat for children ; Charles Petra, lot

06 South Danbury Church 1.00 of strawberry plants, Middleburg, N. C.

;

Mcr. Conf. N. H. Mrs. Kate E. Cobb, Gibsonville, N. C.

Fern Lashley 10 Portlandville C. E. Soc. 1.15 1 quilt; L. A. S., of Isle of Wight C.

H3,l Farrell IS N. Y. E. Conf. N. Y. H, Christian church, Va., 1 quilt ; Mrs.

05 Bethel Church 10.40 Maria L. Pretlow, Elon College, N. C,

Paul Blackmon .06 Iowa Cen Conf. 5y2 yds. bleaching, 5 yds. embroidery;

Mike! Kernodle 05 Marion S. S 2.45 L. A. S., Greensboro, N. C, 1 box con-

Dewey Blackmon .10 N. Y. Cen. Conf. taining: 1 eocoanut, 6 pkgs. oat moal, 3
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pkgs. toasted corn flakes, 1 pkg. rice

flakes, 1 qt. cranberries, 3 quts. beans,

25 lbs. sugar, 1 can peaebes, 1 lb. cof-

fee, 15 lbs rice, 2 boxes crackers, 3.

boxes soda, 1 quilt, 12 ears pop corn,

1 lb. prunes, 5 lbs. lard, 2 doz. oranges,

3V2 doz. apples. J. T. Rowland, Ral-

eigh, N. C, 1 box containing: 1 doz.~

boxes lemon snaps, 2 doz. bananas, 2 doz.

oranges, 2 cans apple butter, 2 lbs. gin-

ger snaps, 7 boxes animal crackers,

3y2 doz. apples.

From L. A. S., of Le Grand, Io., by

Mrs. L. Horubacker, 1 box containing:

2 books, a lot of new and nice second

hand garments for girls and boys, and

dried fruit.

From Hank's Chapel Christian Church

2 pillows by Mrs. W. 0. Farrell, 1 quilt

by Mrs. Maggie Neal, 2 sheets by Mrs.

Nancy Hatch and Mis. R. F. Farrell,

3 pi*, pillow cases by Mrs. Lee Farrell

and Mrs. Martha Hatch.

L. A. S., Robinson, 111. by Mrs. L. L.

Wilson, 1 box containing: 4 quilts, 2

blankets, 2 counterpanes, 1 sheet, and

pillow cases, also lot of new and nice

second hand clothing.

From L. A. S. and their friends, Bur-

lington, N. C, Christian Church: 77

jars preserves and canned fruit, 20 glas-

ses jelly, 8 lbs. roast beef, 1 bunch bana-

nas, y2 bu. apples, 1 bottle grape juice,

5 lbs. sugar, 20 yds. unbleached domes-

tic, 14 yds. flanelette, 7 yds. dress goods,

26 napkins hemmed by Mrs. Morrow,

aged 82 years, 1 quilt, Miss Maud Shep-

herd, 1 subscription quilt from L. A. S.

1 quilt, Miss Rosa Morton.

Edward J. Brickhouse, Jr., Norfolk,

Va., 30 "Thanksgiving" postal cards.

In "report" Nov. 25, 1908, the "T.

M. Chuk and wife" and "T. M. Cheek

and wife" should have been "T. M. Bra-

dy and wife, Cheeks, N. C." Sony the

mistake occurred. Bro. and Sister Bra-

dy make an annual offering.

Let the great work continue and we

will all rejoice together at the great-

est year's work we have done since our

beginning.

Yours for work,

Uncle Jim.

131 Lovitt Ave., Norfolk, Va.,

Nov. 25th, 1908.

Dear Uncle Jim

:

It has been a long time since I have

written. I hope you do not think I have

forgotten the orphans ; to let you know

I have not, I will send them some pos-

tal cards. I hope I have sent enough so

that each may have one.

I wonder if they like to get postals.

With best wishes for a delightful

Thanksgiving, I am,

Your little nephew,

Edward J, Mrickhouse, Jr.

The children were delighted with the

cards, Edward, and send many thanks

for them.

Sanford, N. C, Nov. 27, 190S.

Dear LTncle Jim

:

We three little girls have begged mon-

ey this week for the Orphanage as a

Thanksgiving offering. We have five

dollars and seventy-five cents; Rosa

$2.76, Burla $1.98, Asnie $1.01

Rosa Dowd,

Burla Dowdy,

Annie B Wicker

You did well, little girls, and Uncle

Jim sends many thanks.

Semora, N. C, Nov. 25, 1908.

Dear Uncle Jim

:

Will you allow an old cousin a few

words? If so, I would just like to tell

you how much I would like to be with

you and the children tomorrow and

help you enjoy those turkeys. As that

privilege is denied me, I will send two

dollars to help pay for one of the tur-

keys. Eighty-seven cents given by my
pupils and the rest by kind friends.

Wishing you and all a happy Thanks-

giving, I beg to sign as of old,

Your niece,

Mabel Yarborough.

Your money, Miss Mabel, a little late

but very much appreciated and the tur-

key will be needed, you know, at Christ-

mas. Many many thanks for your kind

effort in our behalf.

Sanford, N. C, Nov. 30, 1908.

Dear Uncle Jim

:

Here we come with our letters and

dues for Dec. Guess we will be on time.

Hope the children at the Orphanage had

a nice time Thanksgiving day. We went

hunting and had a fine time.

With love to you and the cousins,

Your nephews,

Ollie and Claudie Way
One of our boys brought home with,

the help of our "Uncle John" 15 rab-

bits. Can you beat that, boys?

Sanford, N. C, Nov. 30, 1908.

Dear Uncle Jim

:

Here I come wih my letter and dime

for Dec. I am a little early with my
letter but guess it will be all right.

Hope the little orphans had a good time

Thanksgiving day. I did.

Enclosed find 50 cts. as a Thanksgiv-

ing offering.

I close with best wishes to you and
the cousins.

Your loving niece,

Annie Pearl Way.
Thank you, Annie Pearl. You are

always busy trying to help the Orphan-

age,

Columbus, Ga., Nov. 27, 1908.

Dear Uncle Jim

:

I am a little boy nine years old, and

want to join the band. I have heard

brother speak of the little orphans so

much. With much love to you all, I

will cdose by sending my dime.

Homer Elder

We gladly welcome you, Homer, and

hope to hear from you every month.

Graham, N. C, Nov. 30, 1908.

Dear Uncle Jim

:

I am a little girl two and one half

years old. I go to Sunday-school ev-

ery Sunday. Miss Annie Harden is my
teacher. I think she is real sweet. She

gave me as envelope to collect money

for a Thanksgiving offering for the Or-

phanage. I got $3.50. Don 't you think

this does real well for me?
Your little niece,

Rebecca Johnston.

That was fine, Rebecca! You must

write now to our Corner every month.

Berkley, Va., Nov. 27, 190S.

Dear Uncle Jim

:

I thought I would write our letter for

October and November. I failed last

month. We are all welll but baby Laura.

Enclosed is fifty cents for the' two

months.

Yours truly,

Pierce Harris,

Ruth Harries,

Louise Harris,

Jackson Harris,

Laura Harris.

Hurry up, little Laura, and get well

so you will be ready or Santa Claus.

Chipley, Ga.. Nov. 17, 1908.

Dear Uncle Jim

:

I am going to school now. I am seven

years old and in third grade. I like to

go to school. My teacher is Miss Net-

tie Holt. Well I will give five cents for

the orphans. Love to all.

Your nephew,

Brawner Floyd.

You are doing well indeed, Brawner

to be in the 3rd grade at school. Thanks

for your money.

Ivor, Va., Nov. 27, 1908.

Dear Uncle Jim

:

Here I am late as usual. Seems as if

I cas never be on time. Hope all the

orphans and cousins enjoyed Thanks-

giving. Enclosed find a dime.

Lovingly, Stella Presson.

Never mind, little maid. Yo - arc

faithful and that is saying a grc deal.

•—Hayfi is having a revolulu , its

president being deposed, and ? ithej

proclaimed ruler in his stead,
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teachers already use different methods

by a sort of intuition for these three

distinct classes of pupils. If they

knew the reason for their difference of

method, their teaching would be more

effective. Many poor teachers are poor

simply because they do not know the

laws of the mind in their relation to

teaching. With such knowledge they

would become excellent teachers and

successful Sunday-school workers.

4. A knowledge of many things about

the Bible. Here would come a knowledge

of Church History during Bible times,

that is, from the creation to the days of

the Apostles; of the history, public and

private life, customs, worships, feasts,

and literature of the Hebrew
,
people ; of

the geography of the lands mentioned in

the Bible and especially of the Holy

Land and of the lands of the mission-

ary journeys; of the Christian philoso-

phy, that is, of what Christ and his re-

ligion have to teach in regard to the

soul, sin, righteousness, immortality,

justification, etc.,; of the Scriptural

method of giving and of the use of the

concordance.

5. A knowledge of many things out-

side of the Bible. By this we mean a

knowledge of Church History since Bi-

ble times; of the teacher's own denom-

ination's rise, history, development, and

enterprises; of the methods of soul-sav-

ing, of the institutional Church, of mis-

sions both home and foreign, of moral

and social reform, and of temperance;

of profane history contemporary with

the Holy Writ; of biblical archaeology

as a sidelight to many disputed points

in the sacred narrative; and of the Bi-

ble judged solely as "Good Literature."

6. A knowledge of the Sunday-school.
This means a knowledge of the origin

of the Sunday-school among the He-
brews and how they managed it, its place

in their life; of its history through the

Middle Ages; of its modern revival un-

der Robert Raikes; and of its rapid, al-

most marvelous, growth. It further in-

cludes a knowledge of the organization
of the Sunday-school—its officers and
teachers; of the institutional Sunday-
school—tire Cradle Roll, the Home De-
partment, the Organized Class Move-
ment, the Messenger Cadet Service, the

Charitable Work of the Sunday-school,
etc.; and of the place and function of

the Sunday-school in modern life. When
you know the origin, history, methods,

magnitude, and aims of the work you

are "n<raged in, you can become a much

more effective worker. Therefore learn

all you can about the Sunday-school.

7. A knowledge of the Principles of

his Church. This is especially neces-

sary for us, who have no creed save the

Bible, who owe allegiance to none save

Christ. It is especially necessary for

us because other denominations fre-

quently insist either that we have no

distinctive principles at all or else that

we and they are one. The Sunday-school

teacher should know the five cardinal

principles of the Christian Church,

should be able to cite Scripture to sub-

stantiate them, should be alert for ev-

ery opportunity to impress them upon

his class. The next generation then

will not see our members so easily pro-

selyted into other and different folds.

8. The Student Habit. This means

a great deal. It means not only the mas-

tery of a Teacher-Training Course that

shall embrace all that is hinted at above

and the reading of parallel works along

the same line, but it also means the hab-

it of regular, not spasmodic, hours for

study and the further habit of seeing

everything from the Sunday-school view-

point. Every conversation with friend

or stranger, every ride on the cars

or the buggy, every stroll through the

woods or the city, every experience of

life should be scanned for material for

Sunday-school teaching. This was what

gave Christ his authority as a teacher

—

that was what differentiated him from

the scribes, the rabbis, and the other

learned teachers of the Jews. He saw

everything through the spectacles of his

mission in the world ; his utterances

therefore had a virility, and a fresh-

ness, and a community of human inter-

est about them such that the people

heard him gladly. Your class will hear

you gladly, if you shall form this habit,

as I trust you will.

III. How?
How shall this knowledge be obtain-

ed? This is a legitimate question and

one well worth our consideration. The

Southern Christian Convention in ses-

sion at Greensboro last May took steps

in the direction of answering this ques-

tion when it appointed a committee to

prepare a course on Teacher-Training

for our people. The first volume of

this course is, as I have said above,

now ready, and the second one will be

ready a year from now. These two vol-

umes will cover all the subjects mention-

ed above as necessary for a trained

teacher to know, and will be found to

be good reading for any one, and a val-

uable addition to the library of any

home.

But how shall this book and the one

to follow it a year later from now be

used 1

? Two ways are provided. First,

in a Church where there is only one

person who will take the course, provis-

ion has been made for him to report him-

self to Prof. S. M. Smith, Raleigh, N.

C, Chairman of the Sunday-school

Board of the Southern Christian Con-

vention, who will give directions from

time to time, answer questions, send ex-

aminations, and supervise the prosecu-

tion of the work on the part of the pul-

pit in a general way. The second meth-

od is for an interested person, often

the pastor, or the superintendent, or a

teacher, or a deacon, who is willing to

undertake the leadership of such a class

or who is sure he can select a suitable

leader for it, to associate with himself

at least two other persons and to begin

to study the course with them, he act-

ing as leader. Let such a class be com-

posed of all the present teaching forces

who are willing to enter it and such

young people over sixteen years of ago

who give promise of becoming Sunday-

school teachers. Let it enroll with Prof.

Smith, who will have general direction

of it, communicating with the leader

from time to time.

A Few Suggestions to Leaders and

Pupils.

Appoint a suitable time for the meet-

ing, assrgn a lesson in the book for each

session, and insist that it be thoroughly

prepared. Use the question, not the lec-

ture, method in the teaching. Don't

ask the questions printed at the end of

each lesson, but make your own ques-

tions. From time to time give written

examinations on the chapter of the book

just completed. Keep steadily at it and

success will crown your efforts. In case

you can get none of the present teach-

ing force interested, make up a class

of young people; two and yourself will

constitute a good class. Numbers don't

count in this matter,—it is steady ap-

plication and a consecrated effort that

counts. Such class will do good in your

school and Church. It will make them

live and move and have a real being. But

detailed suggestions along this line are

given in the introduction to volume one.

A Personal Word in Conclusion.

Now a personal word to you Sunday-

school and Church workers before me.

The Convention took the initiative in ap-

pointing a committee on Teacher-Train-

ing. The committee has done its part

in preparing the course. Prof. Smith

stands ready to direct your work. The

result of it all is with you, with you.

What will the outcome be? You, you,

not your neighbor, but you shall answer

that challenge. Don't say it sounds al-

right and we ought to do it, but it is im-

practical. Anything that is alright and

that we ought to do can be done. And
you can do it. Will you? My prayer

to God is that you may.

"The earth is the Lord's."
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much less to exhaust. I left some little

brooks nearly run dry up in the moun-

tains, but I found yonder harbor, fed

from the fathomless Atlantic, as full as

ever.

"Oh, how shallow a soul I have to

take in Christ's love!" said the holy

Rutherford. "I have spilled more of

His grace than I have brought with me.

How little of the sea can a child carry

in his hand ! As little am I able to take

away of His great Sea, my boundless and

running over Jesus Christ ! '

'

When a friend of mine, long years ago,

urged John Jacob Astor to subscribe for

a certain object, and told him that his

son had subscribed, the old German mil-

lionaire replied very dryly: "He can do

it; he has got a rich father." Brother

Christian, you and I have got .i rich

Father! We are heirs to a great inher-

itance, and possessors of exceedingly

precious promises. Let us ask for great

things. God must take it ill that
-vv

covet so little of the best things, an]

pray with such scanty faith. "Open

thy mouth wide and I will till it." We
can easily over-expect from our fellow-

creatures, but we cannot over-expect

from God. The Lord taketh pleasure in

those that hope in His mercy. I have

read many a biograph which ended in

bright hopes quenched in blackness of

darkness, but I never have read and nev-

er have heard of the experience of any

man who confessed that he was disap-

pointed in his Lord and Savior.

My soul, wait thou only upon God

;

for my expectation is from Him. There

can be no divided responsibility; it is

God or nobody. As the old Puritan wri-

ter, Trapp, reminds us: "They trust

not God at all who trust Him not en-

tirely; he that stands with one foot on

a rock and another foot on a quicksand

will sink as surely as he that hath both

feet on a quicksand." The stake is

indescribably tremendous, fur if involves

my eternal destiny. Even heaven is ye'

only an "expectation," but it is from

Him.

"My hope is built on nothing less

Than Jesus' blood and righteousness;

On Christ the solid rock I stand.

All other ground is sinking sand."

Brooklyn, N. Y.

—It is said that out in Nebraska illu-

minating gas, which is supplied for one

dollar a thousand feet (less than the

price asked for gas made from coal), is

being manufactured from straw and

corn-cobs, which formerly were burnt up

simply to get them out of the way.

ANOTHER LETTER FROM THE
CHILDREN.

Henderson, N. G, Nov. 26, 1908.

Dear Uncle -Tim

:

We got a pounding yesterday7 from

Liberty Church. Miss Cassie Eaves and

Brannock and Murdock Newman sent

me about a peck of peanuts. Jack Sein-

back sent me a lot of pop corn. Wasn 't

that nice"? I don't feel so well tonight,

ate too much Thanksgiving dinner. Us-

cle Nat is with us today. I like him.

I call him "Nat". I send my dime.

Love to all. Your little boy,

Charles E. Newman, Jr.

What a fortunate little boy you are,

Charles Get real well quick so you can

enjoy your peanuts and pop-corn.

Cured Me
"I suffered with pain under my

left breast, and shortness of

breath and nervousness. My heart
would beat very fast, and then
it would hardly beat at all. One
doctor told me I had neuralgia of

the heart, another said I had
dyspepsia, and another only a

weak heart, but none of them
gave me any relief. I was not
able to be out for four months.
I wrote the Miles Medical Co.
for advice, and they told me
to take Dr. Miles' Nervine with
the Heart Cure. I took both as
directed, and entirely recovered."

MRS. P. JENNINGS,
James River, P. O., Va.

MILES MEDICAL CO., Elkhart, Ind.

BURNS
WOOD OR
COAL

JUST SEND ME ONE DOLLARl
end I will Ship C. O. D. to any railroad station in the
U. S. this fine Willard Steel Range. Anyone can say
they have the best range In the world, but I will fur-
nish the evidence and leave the verdict to you. After
you examine this range, if you are satisfied in every
way, pay Agent $14.00 and freight, and you become
the possessor of the best range in the world for fcha
money. The range has six 8-inch lids; 18-inch oven;
15- gal. reservoir; large warming closet; top cooking
surface, 30x34 ins. Guaranteed to reach you in perfect
order. Shipping weight, 400 lbs. Thousands in use
and every one of them giving satisfaction. Write for
full description and testimonials.

WM. G. WILLARD
No. 62 WILLARD BLDO.
320 CHESTNUT STEEET ST. LOUIS, MO.

.*« 3 ,* 3 3 ,* £ £ & & ji S 3 & & >* 3 & Jt £ ..«* v« & £ £ £ v$ £ .

Kinkade's Bible Doctrine
EDITED BY REV. S. a. HELFENSTEIN

With Helpful Explanatory Notes.

This book contains enough dynamic truth to shatter tons of erroneous theology.
It holds the key to many difficult passages of Scripture, is written in a sweet
spirit, and teems with the light of truth. Read it, and catch some of the spirit of
the pioneers of the Chris! ian Church.

Limited edition, 3S0 pages, bound in beautiful brown cloth, gold titles, and sold
for only $1.00. Send your order at once to

J,
N. HESS. Agent Dayton, Ohio

' S? 3? Jf Jf *»* J? J? ^ J? »f J? V?*? J? Jf J? f tf" Jf 8? Jf 3? #

Buckets, Churns, Coolers, Cans
Bound with highly polished brass. Properly cared for they neves
wear out. The best is always the cheapest in the end.

If your dealer cannot supply you, write to

Prewitt-Spurr Mlg. Co. • - - Nashville, Tenn.

P. -Moller, Hagerstcwn, Mid..

BUILDER Of' HIGH-GRADE CHURCH ORGANS.
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MARRIED.

Sparkman-Costen.

At noon, Thanksgiving day, November

26th, 1908, at the home of the brother

of the bride, Money Point, Va., the

writer united in marriage Mr. William

Mills Sparkman, and Miss Alberta Phe-

lieia Costen. The marriage was a quiet

one, only a few friends and relatives be-

ing present. After the ceremony din-

ner was served to all the guests. The

happy couple left on the afternoon

train for Eure, N. C, where they will

make their future home. The blessings

of the Lord be upon them.

W. D. Harward.

DIED.

Cole.

The little child of Bro. John H. and

Sue Cole, of Mt. Auburn Christian

church, Warren Co., N. C, passed sud-

denly from the happy home here to the

still happier home of heaven, on Nov.

24, 1908.

Martha C. Cole was born Nov. 2nd,

1905, and was a bright, beautiful child,

and her devotion to her father was great-

She was sick only a few days, death

being caused by spasmodic croup. The

dear little form was tenderly placed in

the silent tomb in the Cole burying

ground, near the home. The beautiful

autumn flowers placed on the grave

shed their perfume but nothing could

take her place in the hearts of fond par-

ents. Much sympathy is extended to

father and mother in their deep sorrow.

May the Lord bless them. Burial ser-

vices by the pastor.

Jas. L. Foster.

Cullers.

After a long period of suffering Mrs.

Mary Jane Cullers passed from time in-

to eternity, Nov. 29, 1908, at the home

of her daughter, Mrs. Ludia Burke, with

whom she had lived for many years.

Sister Cullers was born March 31, 1848,

making her age, therefore, at the time of

her death, 67 years,. 7 months, and 28

days. During her life she knew a full

share of trouble and affliction. Her first

husband was killed in the Civil War, and

her second husband died twenty-three

yefirs ago. For several years prior to

her death she was almost entirely blind

and was a great sufferer from cancer and

other diseases. But through it all she

maintained a sweet Christian disposi-

tion and at all times seemed to be ful-

ly resigned to the Lord's will.

She united with the Christian church

at Dry Bun more than thirty years ago

during the ministry of Rev. W. A. Dof-

flemyre, and remained a consistent

member and a devout Christian until

death. She leaves to mourn their loss,

two chicldren and nine grandchildren.

The funeral was preached by the wri-

ter at Dry Run, and the body laid to

rest in the family burying ground.

A. W. Andes.

Ballentine.

Elizabeth Ann Ballentine, relic of the

late Wm. M. Ballentine, Fuquay Springs,

died at the Ballentine home, Sunday

night, Nov. 29, 1908. Sister Ballentine

had been a great sufferer for seVeral

months. Her maiden name was Eliza-

beth Ann Jones, daughter of Barnabas

Jones, a large_land owner in Wake coun-

ty. She was born Dec. 20, 1837; aged

70 years, 11 months, 10 days. She mar-

ried Wm. M. Ballentine July 17, 1856,

and was the mother of six children ; J.

Erastus Ballentine, deceased, Dora C.

Leonard, Amorette Judd, wife of Dr.

J. M. Judd, W. J. Ballentine, manager of

the Varina Mercantile Co., Chas. A.

Ballentine. She had six living grand-

children, Mabel and Lintan Ballentine,

children of Mrs. Lillie Ballentine, Ag-

nes, Edith and Clenn Judd, children of

Mrs. Amorette Judd, Margarette Bal-

lentine, daughter of W. J. Ballentine.

Sister Balkntine was a woman of

sweet Christian chaiacter, having given

her heart to God in youth and had been

an active member of Wake Chapel

Christian Church for a half century.

She lived a quiet, peaceable life, was a

faithful wife, a good mother. The

church and home will miss her. Her

place as a neighbor and friend can not

be filled. She has passed from labor and

great suffering to her reward.

The funeral was conducted by Revs.

W. G. Clements and L. F. Johnson in

Wake Chapel Christian church. Inter-

ment was made in the church cemetery,

Monday afternoon, Nov. 30th. The Lord

bless the bereaved.

Alston.

During the seven years of my minis-

try there has not occurred a death in

my charge that brought more sorrow to

the community than that of Dr. Ben-

nett Alston on Oct. 31st, at his home,

near Liberty Christian church.

Dr. Alston lacked a few months of

being 62 years old. Had been a prac-

tising physician of Epsom community

for 25 years, and in point of membership

was one of the oldest members of the

North Carolina Medical Society. He
was a representative of the old school

of Southern hospitality. The social fea-

ture in his makeup was very prominent.

His home was one in which all found a

welcome and the poor and rich alike vis-

ited there. As a physician he was a

man of ability as well as of tender feel-

ings for the suffering. His was a life

given to his fellowman. A call from the

sick was answered regardless of dis-

tance or weather, even when he was not

physically able to do so. No poor per-

son was ever oppressed by him. One

' The Oxford Teachers*
par excellence

JUST ISSUED

!

OXFORD
Teachers' Bibles and
S. S. Scholars' Bibles
With New 20th Century Helps ar
ranged in One Alphabetical Order.

THE HELPS
The Christian Advocate, Nashville,

says: " The helps are real helps. Un-
like those in many of the cheap Bibles,

they are not simply thrown together
in hodge-podge fashion, but represent
the freshest and ablest work of the
foremost modern scholars."

_ii.uo.ress ^uiisuaii oun,

Eton College, h.

Bible is the Bible

of the World."

NOW READY

!

SIX NEW EDITIONS

OXFORD
Black Faced Type

BIBLES
Three on Oxford White Paper. Three
on the famous Oxford India Paper.

Pearl 3:1110. A wonderful clear

type in a small-size book.
Minion 1 6m t. Ready October

1907. A ,nodel hand Bible.

Brevier i6mo. Large type in

small compass. '
' A quart in

a pint measure."
"The new Bible just published by

the Oxiord Press is, without doubt,

the fh.est product of the kind ever
given to the public.

REMEMBER: That we guarantee satisfaction and sell to you cheaper than the

publisher and dealers do. Our business is by mail and express and prices quoted

are the prices of goods delivered to you. We can furnish you the Oxford, or the

Holman Teacher's Bible at prices ranging from $1.35 to $4.00. Send for our

catalogue or write ns what you want. Address

THE CHRISTIAN SUN, Elon College, N. C.
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year when crops failed a poor man came

in the fall to settle his bill. Dr. Al-

ston knew he was honest at heart but

poor in purse, so the Dr. handed the

poor man one half the money back and

told him if he needed help during- the

coming year, he would assist him. This

is only one instance of many similar

ones throughout the years of his profes-,

sioual career.

Dr. Alston was a native of Warren

Co., and a member of one of the old and

most influential families. His wife, who

survives him, was Miss Carrie E. Wil-

liams, the daughter of Dr. R. Edgar Wil-

liams of Warren Co. He leaves eight

children, two sons and six daughters.

The sons are Perry and Walter; the

daughters Valeria, Pattie, Emma, Car-

rie, Bessie Lee, and Margarette. Wal-

ter is a rising young business man of

Henderson, Pattie is Mrs George Ma-
con, Valeria and Emma are successful

school teachers, while the other chil-

dren are at home. Dr. Alston was very

devoted to his family and felt an inter-

est in the homes of his community. Oth-

er people's trials were his. To visit his

home once meant a sure to go again.

All the children have the social makeup
so prominent in the life of their father.

The burial and services w.ere at Libr

erty Christian church. Rev. J. D. Huf-

ham conducted the service, being a life-

time, friend of Dr. Alston. The pall-

bearers were Win. B. Daniel, Daniel

Welclon, Silas Powell, A. C. Zolicoffer,

R. J. Southerland and S. S. Parham.

The doctors of the county together with

a number of others formed an honorary

escort bearing- flowers. The attendance

was the largest ever seen at a funeral in

Vance Co. The procession from the

home to the church was nearly a mile in

length, besides the great number at the

church who did not go to the house. The
great crowd at the burial, the deep sor-

row into which the community is thrown

at their personal loss of a tried friend

and the numerous testimonies from so

many of the noble life and charitable

deeds of . Dr. Alston can- hut
;

be a great

comfort to the sorrow 1 stricken family.

But beyond all of these there is faith

on their part in the living God that He
doeth all things well.

C. E. Newman.

—The trial of "Col. Duncan B. Cooper,

Robin Cooper and John D. Sharpe for

the murder of former United States

Senator Carmack of Tenn. has been

postponed till January. It was set for

Dec. 8.

—After a most bitter and healed mun-

icipal campaign, Atlanta, Ga., elected

Maddox mayor over Woodward by 3,000

majortiy last Wednesday. The former

represented the "drys," the latter the

"wets;" according to our understand-

ing of the affair.

Tetterir.e Cures Piles.

"One application of Tetterine cured

me of a ease of itching piles I had for

Ave years."

Baynard Benton, Walterboro, S. C.

Tetterine cures Eczema, Tetter, Ring

Worb, Ground Itch, Infant 's Sore Head,

Pimples, Boils, Rough Scaly Patches on

the Face, Old Itching- Sores, Dandruff,

Cankered Scalp, Bunions, Corns, Chil-

blains, and every form of Skin Disease.

Tetterine 2.5c: Tetterine Soap 25c. Your

druggist, or by mail from the manufac-

turer.

Shuptrine Company, Savannah, Ga..

HEISKEL!
is the one infallible remedy for all skm dis-

7 eases Relief is instant. The cine, quick and
permanent. It quickly cures the worst case ofECZEMA

Use llelskell's Medicated Poop for bathing the

fected parts, lleiskell's JUooil tux! Livei
' puis tone up the liyer, purify the blood. Oint-

*" ment. 50c a box; Soap. 25c a cuke; Pills. 25c *

i box. Sold hv all druggists or seat

. by mail. Testimonials free. JW||9H,
k
Johnston, Hotlowajr * ^^&6$M*H

YOUNG MEN! If you want to know

why you should become telegraph opera-

tors and what school to attend, write

to SOUTHERN SCHOOL OF TELE-

GRAPHY, Newman, Ga., for free Cata-

logue "A." EVERY BOY should read

Positions positively guaranteed.
it

MEDICINE.
We prepare as good medicine, the very

best medicine that the finest, freshest,

most potent drugs and chemicals will

produce when carefully and skilfully

compounded by an expert prescription

man—just such medicine as your phy-

sician means that you should have, medi-

cine of the utmost possible effectiveness.

May we prepare your medicine?

FREEMAN DRUG CO.,

Burlington, N. C.

To Drive Out Malaria and Build up the

System.

Take the Old Standard GROVE'S
TASTELESS CHILL TONIC. You know
what you are taking. The formula is

plainly printed on overy bottle, showing
it is simply Quinine and Iron in a taste-

less form, and the most effectual form.
For grown people and children. 50c.

DR. JNO. H. BROOKS,
—DENTIST

—

Nine years practice. Recent d&gree
from Philadelphia Dental College and
Garretson Hospital of Oral Surgery.

Wiien in Burlington call at

SPRING TIME.
The time for gardening is here and you

need garden tools. We can supply yon
at lowest prices.

Poultry Wire.

The best assorted stock in the county.

Four different styles and weight
Come and See.

Remember plumbing and bath room
fixtures, a speciality. You will find via

on Davis St. third door from Post offlea

BURLINGTON HARDWARE CO.

^INCORPORATED )

».r-,,£APITAL STOCK. $30,000.

BUSINESS -Wu™you think of going: to school,

fer, of I» r h-
wr

U'- ?or Catalogue and Special Of-
a Jh

t
,
he

f
Lea(1IHr Business and Shorthand Schools.

p??r
S
h
JiA KIN& 'Jn 's dent Kine's Business Colleg^Raleiph, N. C. or Char otte. N. C.We also teach Bookkeeping, shorthand, Penmanship,

etc., by mail Send for Home Study Circular.

"IS THE BEST."
Write for Catalogue

Piedmont Business College
Lynchburg, Va.

Mra. Winslow's Soothing Syrtp
Has been used for over SIXTY-FIVE YEABS by
MILLIONS of MOTHLUS for their CHILDKEN
WHILE TEETHING, wiih PERFECT Snoc'.EKS. It
SOOTHES the ( IHILP. S( i l<'T KN s t lie G ['Ms,ALLAYS
all PAIN; CUBES WIND COLIC.oiid is the best
remedy for DIAitEHCE A, Sold by Drmrp-iftsin every
part of the world. Be sure and a*k for "Mrs. Wins
low's SoottiiiiK- Syrup," and take no oilier kind
Twenty-five cents a bottle. Guaranteed under Hie
Food and Dru^s Act. June ssotb. 1WW. Si-rial Number
1098. AN OLD AND WELL TKIED KElUi. U \

.

Dry Goods and Millinery.

Our Customers and the Public will bear in mind that we carry in slock

only the best, most stylish and finest qualities of dry goods and millinery.

We have searched extensively the northern markets, in order to show you

the very best there is.

All that we ask in competition with all others is that you examine our ex-

tensive stock, variety of styles, unequalled prices and very best quali-

ties. Come, and see, and you will be convinced.

You will certainly make a mistake by buying elsewhere before calling on as.

J. D. & L. B. WHITTED, Burlington, N. C.
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SEABOARD AIR LINE RAILWAY.
QUICKEST LINE TO

New York, Washington, Charlotte, Flor-

ida Points, Atlanta, Birmingham, Mem-

phis, New Orleans and the West.

Double Daily Service with High-Back-

Seat Coaches, Pullman Sleeping and Din-

ing Cars.

We operate Daily Vestibule service,

with through Pullman Sleeping- Cars

to Jacksonville, Atlanta, Birmingham,

Memphis, Portsmouth, Norfolk, Rich-

mond, Washington, Baltimore, Philadel-

phia and New York.

For Time Tables, Booklets Reserva-

tions or any information relative to spe-

cial rates and route, call on or address

C. H. GATTIS, Trav. Passenger Agt.,

No. 4 Tucker Building, Raleigh, N. C.

RALEIGH AND SOUTHPORT RAIL-
WAY COMPANY.

P. M. A.M. STATIONS. A. M. P. M.

1:15 6:00 Raleigh 8:30 3:45

1:54 6:24 McCullers 7:52 3:03

2:11 6:59 Willow Sp'gs 7:37 2:4d

2:23 7:14 Varina 7:27 2:34

2:35 7:26 Fuquay Sp 'gs 7:19 2:25

2:55 7:45 Kipling 7:00 2:05

3:15 8:05 Lillington 6:41 1:44

3:41 8:28 Linden 6:15 1:17

4:30 9:15 Fayetteville 5:30 12:30

JNO. A. MILLS, Pres. and Gen. Mgr.

Beware of Ointments for Catarrh that Contala

, Mercury,
as mercury will surely destroy the sense of smell and
completely derang-e the whole system when entering

It through the mucous surfaces. Such artioles should
never be used except on prescriptions from reputable.

physicians, as the damage they will do is ten fold to

the good you can possibly derive from them. Hall's
Catarrh Cure, manufactured by F. J. Cheney & Co.,
Toledo, O., contains no mercury, and is taken inter-
nally, acting directly upon the blood and mucous sur-
faces of the system. In buying Hall's Catarrh Cure be
pure you get the genuine. It is taken internally and
made in Toledo, Ohio, by F. J. Cheney & Co, Testi-
monials free.
Sold by Druggists. Price, 75c. per bottle.

=—The city of Durham had 212 arrests

of men and women for 37 different kinds

of crime in Nov. This beats the record

of all previous months in Durham's his-

tory. The police attribute this unpre-

cedented record of crime to mean whis-

key shipped in from Virginia cities close

by, South Boston and Clarksville being

especially prominent in this unholy

work. From these crimes the city col-

lected $1,300 in fines.

Zinzendorf once said, "That place is

my home which affords me the best op-

portunity for doing good : '

' and Wil-

liam Carey's motto was: "Not where I

am wanted, but where I am needed

most." Where we are most needed

should be the determining factor in ev-

ery step of life.

Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Co.
^ HEN you put the life insurance agent off with the promise of next week, nextW month or next year, do you ever reflect how very uncertain it is whether
he can do you any good then?

If you are alive when the times comes around, and want the COMPANY, the
Company may not want YOU. Any one of a dozen things may turn up to disqualify

you for insurance.

That cough may return, or your weight may increase or decrease beyond the lim-

its, or, added to a none too good family record, some of your relatives may have been
carried off by a prejudicing malady.

IT IS A GOOD DAY WHEN THE MAN AND COMPANY BOTH CONCLUDE
THEY WANT EACH OTHER—and "Everybody wants the NORTHWESTERN
now. '

' See our agent NOW, or write to me for rates.

T. ARCHIBALD CARY,
Gen'l Agent for Virginia and North Carolina, '

.

601 Mutual Assurance Society Building,

Richmond, Va.

During 1908
(As in previous years)

We want you in our business, for we have what you want in your homes—the very
best, most substantial and handsome furniture at bottom prices. We are also

the undertakers.

Burke Furniture and Coffin Company
BURLINGTON, N. C.

Co-ed

College.
onal Established! ,1890.

Thorough College courses leading to M. A., A. B., Ph. B. and Lit. B. degrees.

Strong and experienced Faculty with highest University training. Good Library,

Reading Room, Laboratories, Literary Societies. Excellent Music, Art and Busi-

ness Departments.

Beaut if i:l ami healthful location, 17 miles east of Greensboro, on ooutnern Rail-

way. Best moral and religious influence. No hazing. New students met by recep-

tion committees from young people's Christian organizations connected with the col-

lege. Good equipment. A large new dormitory, with modern conveniences, has

recently been built to meet the requirements of growing patronage.

EXPENSES UNUSUALLY MODERATE.
For catalogue or further information,address

EMMETT L. MOFFITT, LL. D., President.

ELON COLLEGE, N. C.

Southern Railway
Operating Over 7,000 Miles of Railvay. Quick Route to all Points North,

South, East and West.

For Speed, Comfort, Courteous Employees, travel via the Southern Railway.

Rates, Schedules and other information furnished by any of the undersigned.

R. L. VERNON, Trav. Pass. Agt., J. H. WOOD, Dist. Pass. Agt.,

Charlotte, N. C. Asheville, N. C.

S. H. HARDWICK, P. T. M., W. H. TAYLOE, G. P. A.,

Washington, D. C.

—The shah of Persia has definitely

decided not to give his people a consti-

tution. He declares that they do not

wish one.

T. H. STROUD'S
Store for DRUGS, SOFT DRINKS, and

anything desired in drugs and Toilet

Articles.


