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^^Heaven^s Music at Your Door^^

THERE WAS ONCE a German prince who wished to

possess a Cremona violin; and he offered a princely sum
to purchase it. For months he had no success. Then

one day an old man appeared at the door of the castle with

a worn case under his arm. The servants at first refused to

admit him to the prince, but at length they agreed to carry

to their master the old man's message.

This is what he told them to say: "Heaven's music is

waiting at your door,"

So he was received by the prince. He drew from its

shabby case a perfect violin, and created such marvelous mu-

sic as to win the prince's ardent praise. He was offered any

price he might name for the instrument; but the man shook

his head. "The violin may only be yours," he said, "on con-

dition that I pass my life within your castle, and use the

instrument every day." So the prince accepted the violin on

the man's terms.

That story is a parable. We have been hearing again at

this Christmas-tide the music of heaven, proclaiming the Sav-

iour's birth and love and abiding presence in hearts that

welcome and trust him. Shall we not receive the Master

Musician into our hearts and homes, so that his beauty and
joy may illumine our lives.? "In all thy ways acknowledge

him, and he shall direct thy paths."

—W. Francis Gibbons.
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N-E-W-S B'R-I'E-F'S

The Christian Sun wishes for all

of you a New Year filled Avith joy,

happiness and peace that comes from

close association with him who makes

such possible.

The Rev. George Tally, Sr., is un-

dergoing treatment at Watts Hospi-

tal, Durham, N. C. ]\Ir. Tally was

quite ill when he entered the hospital,

but according to the latest report he

is much better. His many friends

in the Southern Convention will join

us in wishing for him a speedy and

complete recovery.

Service of Installation

The Rev. IT. V. Harman will be

formally installed as pastor of the

Haw River Congregational Christian

Church on Sunday evening, January

15, ].956. The Service of Installation

will be held in the church at 7 :30 p.

m. Dr. Henry E. Robinson, presi-

dent of the North Carolina and Vir-

ginia Conference of Congregational

Christian Churches will preside. The

Rev. Dr. Charles A. Maddry, pastor

of the Temple Baptist Church of

Durham, N. C, will preach the In-

stallation Sermon. Ministers and

members of neighboring churches are

invited.

Interdenominational Religious Work
Foundation, Inc., to Hold

Annual Meeting

The Interdenominational Religious

Work Foundation, 320 West Cary

Street, Richmond, Virginia, has re-

cently received an anonymous gift

from a Christian layman to provide

for a new staff member, to be known
as Staff Evangelist and Bible Teach-

er, it was announced by the Rev. R.

Cary Montague, D. D., president of

the foundation. The person chosen

to fill this post is Mrs. Elizabeth

Etchison, a long-time resident of

Richmond and a recent graduate of

Union Theological Seminary, Rich-

mond. Mrs. Etchison who is a Metho-

dist, is highly recommended by Dr.

Walter C. Gum, district superintend-

ent of the Methodist Church and a

member of the Executive Committee

of the foundation. Mrs. Etchison

studied at Union Theological Semi-

nary and became the first woman to

graduate from that institution.

The foundation will hold its an-

jiual meeting on January 12 at the

CVntral Y. M. C. A., 2 West Franklin

Street, Richmond, Virginia.

The Board of Directors will meet
at 10 :00 a. m. and conclude their

business meeting with luncheon.

At 2 :00 p. m. the board, members
of the staff' and representatives of the

State institutions and cooperating de-

nominations will meet at the "Y"
for a devotional period in the Chapel,

followed by an afternoon conference

on the religious program in Virginia

institutions, including hospitals, T.

B. sanatoria, prisons, and training

schools. The staff' members will make
their reports.

A dinner meeting at 6:00 at the

Y. M. C. A. will conclude the 35th

Annual Meeting of the foundation.

Special features of the dinner

meeting will include the reading of a

citation and awarding a plaque to

Dr. J. J. Sclierer, Jr., vice-president

and one of the founders of the foun-

dation, naming him '

' Honorary Chap-

lain of the Foundation for 1956."

This will be the first time this award
has been made by the foundation but

is expected to be an annual award
for outstanding service in the field of

institutional ministry. Another fea-

ture will be the introduction of three

new members of the staff', the Rev.

Henry Lee Robinson, Jr., as execu-

tive secretary. Miss Elizabeth Massie,

office secretary and administrative

assistant, and Mrs. Elizabeth Etchi-

son, staff' evangelist and Bible teach-

er.

The dinner meeting will conclude

with an address on Institational Min-

istry by an outstanding authority yet

to be named.
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l\[ews from the

United Church of Chapel Hill

Confers Honorary Title on

Rev. B. J. Howard

The United Congregational Chris-

tian Chnreh of Chapel Hill, on Sun-

day, January 1, 1956, conferred on

the Rev. Brittain J. Howard the title

of Honorary Deacon of the church for

life. The following tribute was read

as a part of the service :

A Tribute.

Reverend Mr. Howard, today the

church which you have served for

many years, by order of the Board of

Deacons and by vote of the church,

wishes to honor you by nial^ing you
an honorary deacon for life.

Some of our members have known
Mr. Howard through many years.

There are perhaps few men for Avhom
so many opportunities for acquain-

tance have been offered. People in

Lee County, North Carolina first knew
him as one of a large family who was
born and reared on a farm there.

Later they knew him as a cable splic-

er, a machinist, a railroad enthusiast,

a teacher of 7 grades in a one-room
country school, and still later as a

preacher.

On his own initiative, iMr. Howard
enrolled at Elon College in 1914 and
later in the University of North Caro-
lina. These were formative years for

him, not only for actual knowledge
acquired, but because of associations

which grew into lasting friendships

with students and teachers alike. The
late Horace Williams was his profes-

sor of Philosophy. Mr. Howard lias

always considered it a liigh honor
that he was asked to officiate at the

fiineral of this distinguished scholar

and renowned teacher.

It was while Mr. Howard was a

student in Chapel Hill that he first

became pastor of this church in 1917.

Another student who played the piano
for the service, John Harden, is now
vice-president of Burlington Mills.

Except for a couple of short intervals

during which he returned to Lee
County to pastor several rural

churches, Mr. Howard remained min-
ister of the Chapel Hill Church for 12

years. It was during his ministry
that the present parsonage was built.

In addition to his serving as pastor
here, he also supplied as minister for

several rural churches.

His friendships grew. In 1937,

Churches . . .

jMi-. Howard was elected and served

two terms as the "Gentleman from
Orange '

' in the NTortJi Carolina House
of Representatives. For tlie follow-

ing fourteen years, he was a Parole

Supervisor for his native state, and
although he no longer actively preach-

ed in the pulpt, his love for man
tempered Avith an understanding and
awareness of facts and circumstances

made those j'-ears fruitful and x-e-

warding ones. His earlier passion

for "soul-saving'" found experession

in tlie rehabilitation of people who
had transgressed society's laws.

Upon retirement from the state,

he accepted the position which he

now holds— that of Clerk of the

Chapel Hill Recorder's Court.

Mr. Ploward holds another job,

too—that of teacher of our Adult
Sunday school class, and some of you
more recent members of our church

family know him in this capacity.

For a man to whom life is one big

succession of interesting experiences

and for a man who knows God and
is ever mindful of the glory of his

friendship with him, teaching, as well

as everything else lie does, is preach-

ing.

Ml-. Howard, we are deeply grate-

ful for the contribution you have

made down through the vears to our

church and to the Kingdom of God.

We are hajipy to confer upon you the

office of honorai'y deacon, and we

pray that your life may be spared for

many years to come that you may
continue to serve God, your church

and your fellow men.

"Bought and Paid For"—the First

Unit of the Elon College

Community Church

Sunday, December 11, 1955, is a

date that is sure to "stick" in the

minds of both pastor and people of

the Elon College Community Church,

for a long time to come. It was in the

evening- of that day that the church

members and friends gathered for

an unusual service of worship. It

was a service of praise, thanksgiving

and dedication for a "Meeting
House"-—the Parish House—the one

in which the service was held that

very evening.

For many months, yea years, the

members had made their offerings

toward the cost of the building. Fin-
ally, on November 11, 1955, the last

installment was made, and the church
and the community had won the right

to declare ownership in a "place set

apart" for church and community
activities. It was aii occasion for
rejoicing! It was a day for grati-

tude! It was a time of dedication!
It was a service of challenge! Unto
God was rendered the rightful title

to His House, for it would be used
in His Name, that His work might be
accomplished—to that purpose, the
Parish House was dedicated.

It is my guess that many Chris-
tian Sun readers will be interested
in these further details

:

Rev. William J. Andes, the pastor,
prepared the program and served as

moderator for the meeting. (Any-
time would seem a proper time to

]) raise my pastor, hence please for-
give the parentlietical privilege of ex-
pressing the feeling that we have the
"right man" at the helm. Mr. An-
des is doing a splendid work, and to
him much credit is, due for bringing
us through the debt days. Thanks
to you, pastor, for those gentle prod-
dings

!

)

Joyous Christmas anthems, carols
and solos were sung throughout the
service. Mrs. T. H. Mackintosh was
the director of the senior and youth
choirs, and Mrs. Louis Roshelli di-

rected the junior choir. Mrs. A. I.

Braxton sang "Bless This House,"
by Brahe. Mrs. H. D. Lambeth, Jr.,

served as pianist. All in all, the mu-
sic was beautiful and helped greatly
to express the happiness of the oc-
cason, as well as to keep the heart in
tune with things spiritual. Never
had the Doxology seemed to mean so
much.

The Call to Dedication was given
I)y Mr. J. Mark McAdams, the chair-
man of the Board of Deacons.

^

Dr. W. W. Sloan, professor of Re-
ligion of the Elon College faculty,
gave the invocation prayer.
The Scripture Lesson was read by

JMiss ]\Ieryle Mauldin, a senior at
Elon College.

An Historical Resume of the Build-
ing Program was given by Mr. A. L.
Hook, professor of Science at our
college. Prof. Hook surprised and
delighted his audience by giving,
from memory, every date and event
connected with the Parish House. He
told of the negotiations and purchase
of the Army CJmpel form Camp Da-
vis, of the dismantling of the build-
ing, of the hauling, of the re-erection,

of the many labors of love, et cetera.

(Continued on page 6.)
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Editorial . . .

Take the Second Thought
New Year's resolutions have become a joke to

a great many people. Something about the begin-

ning of another year suggests the taking stock of

what has happened during the year that is closing

and the making of definite plans for the year that

lies ahead. It is the failure to keep New Year's

resolutions, and not the making of diem that has

made them a joke.

It is advisable to always take the second thought

about the plans and decisions one has made. The

Bible contains many incidents which bear this out.

It is the point of the Parable of the Two Sons.

Jesus said, "What do you think.? A man had two

sons; and he went to the first and said, 'Son, go and

work in the vineyard today.' And he answered, 'I

will not;' but afterward he repented and went. And
he went to the second and said the same; and he

answered, 'I go, sir,' but did not go. Which of the

two did the will of his father.?" They said, "The

first." Matt. 21:28-31.

If we review our lives during the year that is

closing, we will probably find that sometimes we
have played the part of the first son, but that we
have also frequently followed the course of the

second son. It was the second thought, on the part

of the boy who flatly refused to do as his father

had said, which put him on the right course.

There is an Old Testament story which throws

a very interesting light on what the second thought

may do. It is recorded in Numbers 10:29-32. It is

not as familiar to the average Bible reader as it de-

serves to be. We will give it as the Revised Stand-

ard Version renders it.

And Moses said to Hobab the son of Reuel the

Midianite, Moses' father-in-law, "We are setting

out for the place of which the Lord said, 'I will

give it to you;' come with us, and we will do you

good; for the Lord has promised good to Israel."

But he said to him, "I will not go; I will depart to

my own land and to my kindred." And he said,

"Do not leave us, I pray you, for you know how we
are to encamp in the wilderness, and you will serve

as eyes for us. And if you go with us, whatever

good the Lord will do to us, the same will we do to

you."

The author of Numbers does not record Hobab's

decision. But the record of subsequent events makes

it clear that Hobab did go with Moses, that his ad-

vice was valuable, and that his family found a home
in Canaan.

The story of Moses and Hobab (called Jethro

inExodus 3:1) raises some interesting questions.

Why did Hobab at first flatly refuse to accept the

invitation to accompany Moses? There are two

possible answers. He may have been offended by

tlie implication that the Israelites were a superior

people and that it would be good for Hobab to as-

sociate with them. Or it may have been that the

suggestion to leave his former home and kindred

and go to a strange land awoke a longing to go

back at once.

Moses expressed his second invitation in en-

tirely different words. Hobab was perfectly ac-

quainted with wilderness country. He had grazed

his flocks in desert country, and knew how to find

the necessities of life in a country where most people

would perish. When Moses said, "Do not leave us,

I pray you, for you know how we are to encamp
in the wilderness, and you will serve as eyes for us,"

the issue rested upon an entirely different basis.

Moses added another gracious touch when he

said, "And if you go with us, whatever good the

Lord will do to us, the same will we do to you."

That saying completely identified Hobab with the

cliildren of Israel. Hobab could then accompany

his son-in-law as one who could make a valuable

contribution toward meeting the difficulties which

tlie Israelites were going to face. He was to be ac-

cepted as a member of the group, and was to share,

by right, in all the blessings which God might be-

stow upon the chosen people.

The truths which are implicit in the Moses-

Hobab relationship operate in human relationships

in all ages. They apply to all peoples everywhere.

People do not desire good handed down by others

who are sure they occupy superior position in the

world. We are convinced that the strained relations

between the East and West are rooted in the lack

of the sense of human brotherhood.

Unless we are mistaken, the first invitation

which Moses extended to Hobab was tinged by a

sense of superiority. Hobab was aware of this feel-

ing and did not care to go along on that basis. Peo-

ple who have a justifiable pride and a sense of the

human dignity which God ordains for all mankind,
desire some thing more than to be patronized.

In this modern world a barrier has been erected

between the rich and the poor. There are strained

relations between those who call themselves Chris-

tians and the people whom they think of as sinners.

Nationalism has become infected with that smug-
ness which is a deadly poison.

The glory and the mystery of the Christian

Gospel is that Christ completely identifies himself

with the needs of all humanity. Those who call

themselves by his name have been slow to learn this

ruth. It is time to take the second thought.
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''The Answer Is God^^
By REV, CLYDE FIELDS, Pastor

Hunterdale Christian Church, Franklin, Virginia

"The Answer Is God" is both a

sh)g'an and a conviction as plans are

being made for the Simultaneous

Evangelistic Services in our churches

of the Southern Convention of Con-

gregational Christian Churches. This

affirmation is a result of the recent

meeting of the chairmen of Commit-

tees on Evangelism of the several

conferences as they met at Elon Col-

lege to praj' and plan for the Si-

multaneous Evangelistic Services in

North Carolina, March 3-11, and in

Virginia, March 18-25. These Evan-

gelistic Services are to be undergird-

ed and preceeded by a week of Lay-

Visitation Evangelism, held in each

church of the Southern Convention

prior to the Simultaneous Services.

The several conferences making up
the Southern Convention of Congre-

gational Christian Churches, in their

fall meetings, endorsed and pledged

their support to this u,nited effort in

evangelism. The need to make our

Christian Witness more effective in

the lives of people was acutely felt by

the various conferences. Rev. Fred

P. Register, secretary of Stewardship

and Evangelism, brought the Simul-

taneous Evangelistic Services to the

attention of the conferences.

The idea grew out of the recent

Conference on the Ministi-y held at

iloonelon, the So\ithern Convention

Conference Center. The eliairmen

on Evangelism of the several confer-

ences were to act as a planning com-

mittee for this tremendously vital

effort to make Christ known to the

people outside the church and better

known by the people only nominally

in the church. One day of planning

was spent at Elon College in Decem-

ber and another in January will be

given to prayer and planning by the

chairmen of the Committees on Evan-

gelism, under the leadership of Rev.

Fred P. Register.

These Simultaneous Evangelistic

Services will begin in North Carolina

on Sunday, March 3, and will con-

tinue through Sunday, March 11. Tlie

North Carolina Services will be pre-

ceeded by a week of Lay-Visitation

Evangelism conducted by the local

church, with the pastor or some lay-

man leading. The Virginia ministers

will serve as the evangelists foi- the

NortJi Carolji^a campaign.

Then, on Murch IS, the Virginia

Simultaneous Services will get under
way and continue through Sunday,

March 25. The Virginia campaign

will also be preceeded by a week of

Lay-Visitation Evangelism in each

local cliurch. The North Carolina

ministers will serve as evangelists for

the Virginia campaign.

The importance of the Lay-Visita-

tioii program Avas stressed very high-

ly liy the committee. In this pro-

srara. the laymen will meet at the

church for training and assignment

to go out into the community and seek

decisions for deeper dedication, the

transfer of letters of membership to

the local church, and decisions for

Christ.

Worksho])s on Evangelism will be

held in various strategic areas in

each conference during the week of

February 6-10. The Avorkshops Avill

be one-day concentrated sessions for

training in Visitation Evangelism, in-

formation concerning the Simultan-

eous Services, announcement of as-

signed evangelists, discussion and in-

spiration. The Avorkshops Avill begin

at 12 :00 noon, Avith a luncheon for

ministers and interested laymen at

the host church Avherever possible.

Rev. Fred P. Register of the Con\^en-

tion Staff, Dr. W. C. Timmons of the

Cliurch of Wide FelloAvship at South-

ern Pines, N. C, and other leaders

in the field of Evangelism Avill be re-

source leaders.

The Colony Plan, Fellowship E-

vangelism, the Pastor's Class, Dis-

covering Prospects, Tools and Mater-

ials, and Assimilating Ncav Members,

Avill concern the afternoon session,

concluding with dinner at 6 :00 in tlie

host ehurcli. The evening session of

the Avorkshop Avill begin at 7 :30. The
minister and a large representation

from each church in the area are in-

vited and urged to attend the even-

ing session. This Avill be vitally im-

portant to the success of our united

efl'ort.

At this session Rev. Fred P. Reg-

ister Avill speak on "The Why and
HoAV of Visitation Evangelism." Af-
ter his address, Mr. Register will pre-

sent tools and materials to help the

local cliiircli conduct a Lay-Visitation

program. After hearing the address

and securing the tools and materials,
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any good layman can lead his church

in a venture in lay-visitation.

The committee on planning is work-

ing to secure a nationally knoAvn

e\'angelistie minister to close the eve-

ning sessions of the workshops with

an inspirational address. The re-

sponse of the churches to the Work-
shop on Evangelism in the sectional

areas Avill make the difference be-

tAveen success or failure for the Si-

multaneous Evangelistic Services in

the churches concerned.

Letters to ministers and to secre-

taries of churches having no minister

Avere mailed out to all churches in

each conference by the chairman of

the Committee on Evangelism of that

conference. These letters contained

information concerning^ the Simul-

taneous Evangelistic Services, togeth-

er Avith a Questionnaire seeking the

extent of the cooperation of each local

church in the Southern Convention.

It is hoped that each local church Avill

take such action as needed Avith due

haste and return the information to

the conference chairman of the Com-
mittee on Evangelism. This infor-

mation is vitally needed in order for

the planning committee to make as-

signments of ministers as evangelists

during the EA'angelistic Campaign.

First consideration will be given

in assigning CAangelists to churches

Avhich share the services of one min-

ister. Full-time churches Avill then

have the second consideration in be-

ing assigned a minister. Churches

may desire to have their own minis-

ter as evangelist, or to secure an

evangelist from outside the Southern

Convention, or from the Evangelical

and Reformed Church.

The members of the first planning

session, held at Elon College on De-

cember 15, 1955, were : Dr. W. C.

Timmons, Rev. Fred P. Register, Rev.

Winfred Bray, Rev. Thomas Madren,

and Rev. Clyde Fields. These men
feel that the following statements set

forth the purposes of the Simultan-

eous Evangelistic Services for North

Carolina and Vii-ginia during March

1955

:

1. Seek to Avin those Avho knoAv

not Christ as Saviour and Lord,

to conimitment to Christ and

active church membership.

2. Seek to win those already com-

mitted to Christ, but not active-

ly affiliated with a local church,

to membership and active serv-

ice in a local Congregational

Christian churcli.

3. Seek to lead the indifferent

(Continued on page 12.)
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Laymen and the Church . . .

J. E. Danieley, Editor, Box 515, Elon College, N. C,

Elon College Community Church

Laymen Have New Officers

At the final meeting for 1955, tlie

laymen of the Elon College Commun-
ity Church elected officers for 1956.

Dr. H. II. Cunningham of the Elon

College facultj^ was elected president

;

Dr. N. F. Brannoek, vice-president;

W. E. Lowe, Jr., secretary, and Wav-
erly Hughes, treasurer.

*****
N. C. and Va. Conference Laymen

Elect Officers

At a recent meeting of the North

Carolina and Virginia Conference

Laymen's Fellowship, officers were

eleetcd for J 956. W. P. Mahan of

the Union Ridge Church Avas elected

president; Herman Truitt of the

First Church, Burlington, AA^as elect-

ed vice-president, and Marsh McLel-
land of the Elon College Community
Church Avas selected as secretary-

treasurer. Truby Vincent of the

Beverly Hills Church had served as

president of the Conference FelloAv-

ship for the past two years, Avith S.

L. Mauldin of Winston-Salem serv-

ing as vice-president, and W. P Ma-
han as secretary-treasurer.

* * * * *

Conference Laymen's Fellowship

to Meet

The Laymen's FclloAvship of the

Eastern North Carolina Confei-ence

will hold the first quarterly meeting

of 1956, Tuesday evening, January
10th at scA'en o'clock, at Vance School.

The Laymen of WentAvorth Churcli

will be hosts at this meeting.

Vance School is located about one

mile from Wentworth Church on the

same road. Going from Raleigh fol-

loAV 15A to first crossroads after pass-

ing Sauls Barbecue Place, turn left

and follow this highAvay until you
come to Vance School on i-ight of

road.

The plates will be .$1.25 each as

usual, and ,you are to send your res-

ervation to Mr. John Ilines, Route 3,

Raleigh, N. C, not later than Jan-

uary 4th. This is very important in

the preparation for the meal, so we
ask your cooperation.

Carl Ray,

Secretary.

Pleasant Union Organizes Laymen's

Fellowship

On November 27, 1955, at 7:00

p. ra., Mr. II. V. Cox, Jr., president

of the Western North Carolina Con-
ference Laymen's FelloAvship, along
Avith his pastor, the Rev. Max Vestal,

and a large group of laymen from the

Pleasant Ridge Church, met Avith the

men at Pleasant Union Church. The
purpose of the meeting Avas to discuss

the Avorkings of the Laymen's Fel-

lowship groups in our conference and
also in our convention. This was
very ably done by Mr. S. H. Pell. Mf.
Pell gave an intej-esting tallv on Avhat

laym.en are doiuig in our churches
and Avhat laymen's groups are doiiig

together. He told Avhat some of the

possibilities are for the future.

The result of this meeting Avas the

organization of a ncAv Laymen's Fel-

loAvship with ten members. The first

meeting was to be at the church on
December 18, at 7 p. m.

The officers chosen are the follow-

ing: Dallas McDoAvell, president; Ira

]\IcDoAvell, vice-president ; Clarence
Snider, secretary, and Dannie Gar-
ner, treasurer.

I. L. McDowell.

Laymen's Day at South Norfolk

The laymen of the Congregational
Christian Church in South Norfolk
took over the morning Avorship serv-

ice on Sunday, December 11.

Henry Seymour led the Avorship

and introduced the speakers. The
theme revoh'ed around the question,

"HoAv?" Six laymen spoke on top-

ics answering different phases of that

question. They A\ere Eugene Tnll.

"Being a Better Chnrchman, Hoav?"
Herman King, "Being a Better Fa-
ther, How?" Pete Chappell, "Doing
My Job Better, Hoav!" Charlie Rob-
inson, "Being a Better Christian Citi-

zen, How?" Dwight Holland, "What
the Church Means to Me, How?"
and James Hare, "How the Onward
Friendship Bible Class Can Help
Our Church."

TAvei]ty-five male voices from the

choir loft sang "In tlie Garden" as

the special music selection directed

by Dan Jones, church ehoirster. T.

R. Eason led the scripture response

folloAved by the morning prayer of-

fered by E. E. Henley. Lee Hanbury
read the scripture lesson, James 1

:

19-27.

The evening Avorship at 7 :30 p. m.

climaxed Layman's Day with the

shoAving of a film depicted how the

men of the church could help in the

buildino" of the kingdom of God for

Christ and His Church.

NEWS FROM THE CHURCHES.
(Continued from page 3.)

Prof. Hook read Avarm and friendly

greetings from Dr. Jesse H. Dollar,

Avho Avas pastor at the time of the

erection of the Parish House, and

Avho directed every step of the pro-

gram of the building. He is so fa-

miliar with the physical structure

that he wrote, in effect, "If there is

a certain nail that you Avould like to

find, let me know and 1 think that

I can help you locate it.''

The church treasurer, Mr. Bill Wil-

liams, presented the cancelled Deed
of Trust to the representative officers

of the church, namely: Mr. J. B.

Long, chairman of the Board of Trus-

tees; Mrs. T. E. Gilliam, president of

the Woman's FelloAvship, and Dr.

H. H. Cunningham, president of the

Laymen's Fellowship and also His-

tory professor at Elon College.

A symbolic burning of the Deed of

Trust followed. It was amusing when
Mr. Long suddenly became afraid of

having the Avrong deed ; but there was
Attorney Marsh McClelland on hand
to assure him that everything was

in order and that the copy which had

already been placed on the tray Avas

the proper one to be destroyed. Ac-

cordingly, fire was set to the piece of

paper, and it burned to black ashes.

During those last flickers of the flame

which Avere interpreted to mean
"paid in full," my thoughts wander-

ed a bit. There sat Mrs. J. L. Foster,

Mrs. W. P. LaAvrence, Dr. Ned F.

Brannoek, and others of the early

Elon Church. How glad their hearts

must have been to have a part in the

service and hoA\' proud we were to

have them present. Then the floAvers

for the occasion, large golden chrys-

anthemums, Avere given as a memorial
to Mr. J. C. McAdams. So many
times, Mr. McAdams had '

' pulled

for" a ncAv church, and it seemed ap-

propriate that this service Avhich

cleared the way for a new sanctuary

should be held on "Mr. Mack's"
birthday.

As the fire Avent totally out and

only the smoke remained, Mr. Long
expressed the \i^ind of the people

(Continu^^jd oii pa^^ 11
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News of Elon College
President L. E. SmitH; Elon College, N. C.

In Appreciation . . . The Elon

College Choir

"That really put Christmas where

it belonors ... in the heart!" This

was but one of many appreciative

comments in response to the splendid

rendition of George Frederick Han-
del's immortal oratorio, "The Mes-

siah," following its presentation by

the Elon College Choir in the Suffolk

Christian Church on Sunday after-

noon, December 11. For a number
of years, the choir has made an an-

nual Christmas-season tour into East-

ern Virginia. This year "The mes-

siah" was enjoj^ed by audiences in

Holland. Suffolk, Norfolk and Frank-

lin, Virginia, and Henderson North

Carolina, enroute.

There were folks from a dozen

neighboring churches of our own and

other denominations present for the

Suffolk concert, which I am sure was

true in each of the other communities

visited this year, but even if the aud-

iences were limited to the members
of the few local churches which play-

ed host to the choir, there could be

no finer ambassador of good will than

this outstanding group.

Under the most capable direction

of Professor John Westmoreland, and

with the equally splendid accompa-

niment of Professor Fletcher Moore,

head of the Music department at

Elon, the choir consists of 60 voices

drawn exclusively from the student

body of the college. Indeed, in this

year's srroup, there are thirty-one

students who had never seen the mu-
sic of Handel's most familiar Avork

until they began rehearsals for the

Christmas program. This is all the

more reason for us to marvel at the

consistently professional calibre of

work being done by the choir.

Having heard the "Elon Singers,"

as they are frequently called, a num-
ber of times on the campus and else-

where, I had no hesitancy about pre-

senting the group to the Suffolk aud-

ience as "one of the best college

choirs in America. '

' The privilege of

hearing many other college choirs

from coast to coast gave me some real

basis for comparison, and I am happy
to say that the young people bore me
out, beautifully! Over the past fif-

teen years or so, I suppose thftt 1 fjiive

sung "The Messiah" fifty fimej^ and
have played in orchestras accon^pa-

nying the chorus and solists many
times when I was not singing, but

this was the first "live" performance

I can remember in which I was not

a participant. I could hardly have

been more pleased or inspired!

One intimately familiar Avith the

traditions of fine choral music cannot

help but wonder if the majority of

those privileged to hear the Elon Col-

lege Choir from time to time really

appreciate all that it means. Our
young people are receiving the very

finest training in singing together, to

say nothing of their opportunity to

become acquainted with the best of

sacred music, nor of the deep and
abiding spiritual satisfactions which
come from performing it.

Such acquaintance and satisfaction

stay Avith theni for as long as

they live ! And they Avill go on to

take a rightful place in the musical

enterprises of church and community
Avherever they may be, likeAvise trans-

mitting a portion of this immeasu-
able heritage to their children and
their children 's children. Truly, Avhen

you stop to think about it, there is

great music Ijeing enjoyed and loved

in all corners of this land because,

in days gone by, Elon College Avas

training and leading students in this

direction.

Elon is our college. So long as this

is true, the Elon College Choir is

"our choir." We in the churches

should recognize its Avoi'th and its

stature. It is ahvays a facet of the

college's life of Avhieh Ave may justly

be proud. Perhaps you may be ex-

cused for sounding a bit boastful

Avhen you say, "At Elon College Ave

have one of the finest choirs in Amer-
ica, " for you Avill be speaking the

truth. George D. Ali-ey.

# * # * #

One-Half Billion Dollars

That is a lot of money. It is en-

tirely Ijoyond my comprehension, and
to think of one foundation giving

aAvay that much money is unheard of

generosity in our generation. We
can hardly conceive of one concern

OAvning that much money, to say noth-

ing of one foundation being in a po-

sition to distribute that much money
gratis. Yet, the Ford Foundation has

recently announced the distribution

of $500,000,000 to the privately eii-

doAved colleges, Tiniversities, and hos-
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pitals in the United States. In this

contribution, Elon College is to re-

ceive $125,700. I am informed by
the proper authorities that one-half

of this amount Avill be paid to the

college by July 1, 1956, and the re-

maining half M'ill be paid by July 1,

1957. We are fortunate and certain-

ly grateful to the ones Avho have made
this contribution possible.

That there may be no misunder-
standing about this gift and the pur-

pose for Avhich it is made, it should

be clearly understood that the gift is

conditional and the conditions must
be complied with. They are : First

of all, the principal is not to be spent

but invested. Second, that the in-

come from this investment must go to

supplement faculty salaries. That

is, the college must pay out of its OAvn

funds the salaries that are noAV being

paid, and the income from the Ford
Foundation contribution must be

used to supplement faculty salaries.

The college administration or the

Board of Trustees may direct that

the income from these iuA^ested funds

be allocated to selected members of

the faculty or prorated to all mem-
bers of the faculty. Third, the princ-

ipal must be kept intact for the above

purpose for ten years. After ten

years, the college is at liberty to use

the funds according to its OAvn judg-

ment and for its best interest.

Since Elon College's endoAvment is

comparatively small and our faculty

salaries are Ioav, I am sure that the

authorities of the college will Avant

to add this $125,700 to the permanent

funds of the institution, that only its

income may be used for the current

requirements for the college from

year to year.

The following statement Avas pre-

pared and presented to the faculty

and students at a faculty service by

the president, L. E. Smith

:

The Ford Foundation's gift of

$500,000,000 to the privately endow-

ed colleges, universities, and hospi-

tals of our country is amazingly start-

ling. A gift to our colleges is a gift

to civilization. It underAvrites the

American Avay of life, justifies the

profit system, refutes the arguments
that the day of large gifts to colleges

is over, and also that no business

should be allowed to accumulate large

sums of money.

It is convincing evidence that the

big business has a heart, and this

gift opens the way of magnanimity to

concerns of equal or lesser i-esourees.

It is useless to say that Elon College

is most gi-atefully appreciative of its

(Continued on page 13.)
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<JMissions at Home and Abroad
A Letter from Ed Riggs

Kilanjunai P. 0.,

via Salaigramam
Kaimiad District, So. India

Dpcember 15, 1955

Dear Friends:

We were planning to make this

letter a routine report of our pro-

gress dnring the last few months
here. Bnt all "ordinary" matters

have been knocked out of our minds
by the excitement of the storm and

floods that occurred here during the

first three days of this month. Of
course similar disasters, probably

much worse, have been affecting vari-

ous parts of India all year. But this

is the first time we have ever been in

the midst of anything lilve this.—the

first time in my career, in fact, that I

have been able to see such a drama-

tic event actually happening, instead

of visiting the scene afterwards or

reading about it in the papers.

The storm was a "cyclone," the

equivalent of an American hurricane,

and consisted of moderate wind, and
fairly heavy rain which fell steadily

for three days. Twenty-three inches

of rain fell, compared to a normal

average of twenty-five inches for this

area—and we had already received

more than our normal quota this year.

On this impervious clay soil, with the

landscape as flat as a pancake, quite

a lot of water managed to collect

during this three days. As I Avatched

the pond next to our house overflow-

ing till the waves lapped within ten

feet of our house, I couldn't help

thinking of Noah's flood, which must
have occurred in similar conditions.

And as we sat huddling in the cold

wind during those three days, trying

to keep dry and wondering when it

would stop, the assurance of the

Promise of the Rainbow tool^; on a

new meaning.

The fourth day the sun finally did

come out and the wind died doAvn,

and the people began to move about
and inspect the damage. In Kilan-

junai itself there Avas not much loss

—tAvo mud houses had collapsed and
several back yard Avails and a number
of trees Avere knocked over. In gen-

eral the pattern throughout the area
Avas that the Avater from the fields

gradually made its way into tlie ii--

rigation reservoirs, Avhich Avere al-

ready pretty Avell filled from pi'e\'ious

rains. Then the mud buiul on the

loAver side of each of these so-called

"tanks" Avould breach in several

places and the Avater AA^ould poitr

thru the breach, across the fields to

the next tank down the line, and so

successively till it reached the sea.

IIea\'y damage Avas done only in the

fields diroetly iu the path of the

breach, Avliere the SAviftly floAving

Avater would Avash aAvay the crop, or

in the occasional A'illage directly be-

hind the breach, Avhose mud houses

Avould melt in the resulting flood like

so many sus'ar lumps.

During the storm and for the next

several days, Kilanjunai and all the

other villages AA'cre completely cut off

from each other and from the outside

Avorld by the difficulties in getting

around thru tlie Avater. EA^eryone

was stranded Avherever he happened
to be. In-patients in the hospital

couldn't get home Avhen they AA'ere

discharged. Their relatives couldn't

bring food for them. Sick patients

couldn't come to the hospital, and I

couldn't get to them—or even get

any information as to where I Avould

be likely to find them. Oiir messen-

ger Avith our Aveekly food supplies

Avas stranded in Paramagudi, and
Avhen he Avaded the twenty miles to

get back to us, he Avas almost hysteri-

cal and sick from exhaustion. Dr.

Martin, the Indian doctor Avho comes
from Ramnad every Aveek to help us,

Avas stranded for five days in Ra-
jasingamangalam, a tOAvn half Avay

betAveen here and Ramnad, and could

not help the people around him be-

cause he had no medicines Avith him.

flNIy personal assistant literally sAvam
across a tank to come back and give

me that information.) The Indian
pastor at Kilanjunai AA'as stranded in

Pvamnad; and I'eturned after a Aveek,

walking fort_y-five miles in two days,

to tell how the house he Avas staying

in there was Avashed aAvay and he and
the others escaped thru four feet of

rushing A\atcr. Miss Brown, the A-
merican missionary Avho travelled

Avith us Avhen Ave came home on fur-

lough, had gone from Madura to

Ramnad for a meeting and Avas

stranded thei-e for ten days, helping

Avith relief A\ork there Avhile Avaiting

for train or bus service to be restored.

Gradually, bit by bit, the picture

bi'gan to become cleai', as travellers

canie thru I'l-cnu various direetio.'is,

and mail service Avas resumed, bring-

ing Madras papers with much-delay-

ed ncAvs from the stricken regions;

jNIadura itself Avas just oil the fringe

of the storm, Avhich extended along

the coastal regions to the north and

south of Us. All roads were vi'ashed

out and telegfaph linds down; and

some toAvns and countless villages are

still "out of conlmunieation" with

the outside Avorld. Probably only a

few hlmdred people were killed in

the entire area, but thousands of cat-

tle and goats Avere lost thru droAvning

and exposure. Crop loss in general

Avas surprisingly light, because grain

Avas high enough not to be submerged
but not yet ripe enough to rot. The
Government moved in quickly Avith

relief, after news of the damage final-

ly got out. The Chief Minister of

]\Tadras personally visited Ramnad
and other stricken areas. Bags of rice

Avere dropped by plane to villages

Avhose food stores had been washed

away. Thirty rupees compensation

($6.40) has been promised to all

families Avhose houses collapsed. The

church too is active. The Bishop and
all the pastors are moving about, visit-

ing all the village congregations,,

checking on losses and helping the

people get their relief. Damage to

Diocesan property will have to be

met from private gifts. Two church

buildings, for example, collapsed in

the Kilanjunai area; and the doctors'

and nurses' quarters of the Mission

Hospital in Ramnad, and the teach-

ers' house and loAver-grade pupils'

dormitory in the same compound,

were Avashed away Avhen the big

Ramnad tank breached near them.

The impressive thing is how poor

the people actually are here. I wan't

easily forget the sight of one of my
in-patients, an old man, squatting at

the door of his Avard, sobbing and

blubbering all afternoon when he

heard the ncAvs that his mud hut and
team of bullocks had been lost. That

loss, like most of the others, only

amounted to a fcAv dollars, but it

represented a life-time of unremitting

hard toil for him. Village houses col-

lapsed because they were built of

mud. Our house Avas quite safe, like

the homes of the few rich people in

each village, because it Avas built of

bricks, which common people could

not afford. The tank bunds would not

have given Avay if they had been

lined Avith stone, or protected by con-

crete spilhvays. But the villagers

couldn't even reinforce threatened

breaches Avith sand bags, because

—

even tho most of the world's gunny
sacking comes from India—there were:

iio bags available,

(C<(>ntinned oii- page 13.)
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MINISTERIAL DIRECTORY OF THE SOUTHERN CONVENTION
Ordaixhd A[i>;isiFys ^^'ITH 1'uit Staxdinc

Conferente

Name nnd Address Membership Churcix-s Served during 1955-56, or Other h^talus

Akin, Jark T.. Great Bridge Station, R. 3., Norfolk, Va E:VA Great Bridge.

Alley, George D, Suffolk, Va , , EVA Suffolk.

Allred, C. Fred, Rf. i, Reidsville, N. C NCVA Kallam Grove, jMt. Bethel, New Lebanon.

Andes, Mark W., 708 Marshall Ave., So. Boston, Va NCVA South Boston.

Andes, William J., Box 625, Elon College, N. C: NCVA Elon College Community Church.

Apple, J. Frank, 427 Rowland St., Henderson, N. C : . . . ENC Henderson.
'-Bowden, Daniel J., 613 E. 3rd St., BloomingtOn, Ind NCVA Indiana School of Religion.

Bowers, Thurman F., Rt, 4, Box 132, Greensboro, N. C NCV.\ Calvary (Greensboro),
Brady, E. Carl, Box 26, Robbing, N. C WNC Flint Hill (M,), Teacher,

Bray, H. Winfred. Box 484, Randleman, N. C WNC Randlenian.

Brickhouse, Ernest F., 426 Rhode Island Ave., Norfolk, Va EVA Ba^'side.

Brittle, R. E., Rt 3, Suffolk, Va EVA Bethlehem (Nans.), Eure.

Britton, Thomas H., 1057 Leckie St., Portsmouth, Va EVA Shelton Memorial.
*Brooks, Arthur, Asheville Boj's School, Asheville, N. C NCVA Teacher, Chaplain.

Carnes, Harvey L., Franklin, Va EV.A Franklin, Johnson's Grove.

Carter, Emory M., Youngsville, N. C ENC Fuller''} Chapel, Good Hope, Youngsville.

Clapp, Rosser Lee, 506 Hilltop, Garner, N. C ENC Auburn, (Hayes Chapel) Garner.

Clark, Ellis N., Cypress Chapel, Va EVA Cypress Cliapel, Oak Grove.

Cosby, B. R., 4415 Boonsboro Rd., Lynchburg, Va NCVA Co-Pastor, Lynchburg, Business.

Cox, H. Vance, Ramseur, N. C WNC Brown's Chapel, Business.

Crutchfield, Gaither C, Box 337, Elon College, N. C NCVA Bethlehem, Business.

Crutchficld, Henry E., Wakefield, Va EV.A Barrett's, Burton's Grove, Dendron, Wakefield.

Dollar, Jesse H., 2308 Roanoke Ave., Newport News, Va FA'.A Newport News.
Dollar, Melvin, 3507 Bainbridge Blvd., So. Norfolk 6, Va EVA Rosemont.
Farrell, Earl T., Fuquay Springs, N. C EVA Wake Chapel 3-1-55; Cypress Chapel, Oak Grove to 3-1-55.

Farrel!, W. Clay, Rt. 5, Sanford, N. C WNC Grace's Chapel, Zion.

Fields, Clyde L., Hunterdale, Franklin, Va EVA Union (So.).

*Fisher, Park W., Methodist Home, Rt. 8, Box 533, Charlotte N. C. .. WNC Retired.

Fogleman James U., Rt. 6, Burlington, N. C WNC Business.

*Fullcr, Walter B., 272 Franklin St., Harrisonburg, Va VV.V Retired.

Granger, A. Lanson, Jr., IS Newport Ave., Warwick, Va EV.^ Warwick.
"Graves, John S., Elon College, N. C NCVA Southern Convention—Scc'v. Chrisiian Education and Young

People's Woik.
*Griffin, Johnson L. (Capt.), 8th Cav. Regt., 1st Cav. Div., APO 201,

San Francisco, Cal EVA U. S. Army Chaplain.

Grissom, Raymond T., Holland, Va EVA Holy Neek.
Grissom, William A., Windsor, Va I.NC Isle of Wight, ^Vindsor.

Flardcastle, Howard S., Chuckatuck, Va EVA Berea (Nans.), Oakland.
Hall, W. W., 162 Third Ave., Danville, Va NCVA Danville.

Harman, Henry V., Haw River, N. C NCVA Haw River.

*Harrell, Stanley C, 1507 Oakland Ave., Durham, N. C NCVA Editor, The Christian Sim.
Hamilton, Frank R., 300 W. 33rd St., Norfolk, Va Norfolk, Temple.

*Hartshorne, Hugh., 305 S.ycamore St., Chapel Hill, N. C ENC Retired.

Hayes, Cameron D., Gore, Va VVA Timber Ridge.

Plelfenstein, Roy C, 3206 Grove Ave., Richmond, Va EVA Richmond.
*Hess, James M., Elon College, N, C NCVA Elon College Faculty.

Pleyman, C. M. Box 1207, Hendersonville, N. C NCVA Hendersonvillc.

*Howard, Brittain J., 230 McCauley St., Chapel Hill, N. C ENC Retired.

Humphries, Tucker G., 609 Montgomery St., Reidsville, N. C NCVA Reidsville.

•"Plurdle, Allen L., 214 Watson Drive, Burlington, N. C NCVA Business.

Jackson, Richard L., 232 McCauley St., Chapel Hill, N. C ENC Chapel Hill.

*Johnson, J. Lee, Fuquay Springs, N. C ENC Retired.

*jones, Charles M., Rt. 2, Chapel Hill, N. C ENC Community Church.

=Mones, Elwood W., Homewood -^pts., Baltimore 18, INId EVA Retired.

*key, Carl R., 1421 Ruffin St., Durham, N. C NCVA National Council of Churches.

Koon, Clyde O., Rt. 3, Burlington, N. C NCVA Hopedale.

Lackey, John R., 637 S. Sunset Dr
,
Winston-Salem, N. C NCVA Winston-Salcin, Pfafftown.

*Lankford, G. Otis, Elon College, N. C WNC Retired.

Lcebrick, Bland A., Rt. 1, Gibsonville, N. C XCVA Apple's Chapel.

Lester, Fletcher C, 840 Sunset Ave., Asheboro, N. C WNC Asheboro.

Lightbourne, James H., Jr., Holland, Va liV.A Hollan.fl.

*Lindner, Kenneth M. (Capt.), 804 2nd Army Unit, APO 613, San
Francisco, Cal ENC U. S. Army Chaplain.

Loy, W. M., Rt. 6, Burlington, N. C NCVA Long's Chapel, Business.

*Lucas, A. L., Rt. 5, Asheboro, N. C WNC Business.

McCauley, Josepli E., Waverly, Va EVA Centerville, New Lebanon, Sjiring Hill, Wavcrly, Teacher.

Madren, James W., 3003 Sherwood Lane, Hopewell, Va E.\'\ Hopewell.

Madren, Silas E., 1124 Carolina Ave., Albemarle, N. C WNC Albemarle.

Madren, Thomas W., Rt. 2, Clayton, N. C 5-NC Amelia, Lee's Chapel. Plymouth, Student Duke Divinity School.

Madren, Weldon T., Vernon Hill, Va NCVA Ingram, Liberty, Pleasant Giove.

*Marr, S. Wade, Security Bank BIdg., Raleigh, N. C ENC Business.

Matthews, A. Warren, 1202 Commonwealth Ave., Alston 34, Mass. .. NCVA Student at Harvard Divinity School.

='Morgan, William H., Appalachian State Colhge, Boone, N. C NCVA Teacher.

Meuller, William R., 212 Tate St., Greensboro, N. C NCVA Mcrticello, Teacher.

*Neese, Joseph L., Bradenton Trailer Park, Bradenton, Fla NCVA Retired.

Necse, J. Everette, 1041 Bayview Blvd.. Norfolk, Va EVA Bayview.

Newton, R. E., Rt. 3, Luray, Va VVA Dry Run, Joppa, Leak.sville, Mt. Lebanon.

Noyce, Gaylord B., United Church, Raleigh, N C ENC Raleigh.

O'Neill, Will B., Box 242, Sanford, N. C ENC Sanford.

^Parker, William L., Box 143. Chapel Hill, N. C FNC Business.

*Pearce, George A., Franklin, Va EVA Business.

Pendleton, Olin B., 129 Hardy Ave., Norfolk, Va EVA Norfolk (First).

*Perkins, James C, 1941 Potter St., Eugene, Oregon NCVA Education.

Petersen, Richard M., Rt. 2, Elon College, N. C NCVA Shallow Ford.

Phelts, H. Raymond, Rt. 1, Suffolk, Va D.C Liberty Spring.

Phillips, Slade W., Dillon, S. C EVA liusincss.

Pollard, Marvin A., Rt. 2, Liberty, N. C WNC Pleasant Hill.

Powell, Elmore M., Box 395, Henderson, N. C ENC Damascus, New Elam, Oak Level, Pope's Chapel, Business.
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MINISTERIAL DIRECTORY—Continued

Conference
Name and Address Membership Churches Served during 1955-56, or Other Status

Powell, Odel J., 904 Wentworth St., Reidsville, N. C KCVA In Transit,
Poythress, O. D., 1109 Decatur St., South Norfolk, Va EVA So. Norfolk.
Presnell, Lacy M., Liberty ,N. C. - WNC Bailey's Grove, Liberty.

*Pugh, John Q., Rt. 1, Asheboro, N. C WNC Retired.
Ratzell, Frank E., 308 Merrimon Ave., Asheville, N. C NCVA Asheville.

*Raymond, C Rexford, Rt 3, Frederick, Md ENC Retired—Pastor Emeritus of Southern Pines.

*Regisier, Fred P., Elon College, N. C EN'C Southern Convention—Stewardsbin & Evangelism Secretary.

Register, Kenneth D., Rt. 2, Burlington, N. C NCVA Union (N.C.).
Reynolds, Ferris E., Elon College, N. C NCV.^ Graham; Professor of Religion Elon College.

Rich, William A., 1612 Buffalo St., Greensboro, N. C NCVA Greensboro, (Palm St).

*Roberts, Jesse M., Windsor, Va EVA Retired.

^Robinson, Allyn P., National Conference of Christians and Jews, 21

Ridgeway Blvd., Bay Shore, N Y ENC Secretary Conference of Christians and Jews.
Robinson, Heury E., 415 S. Church St., Burlington, N. C NCVA Burling'on, (First).

Rohart, Emerson J., Rt. 2, Box 49, Harrisonburg, Va VVA Antioch, Beulah, Mayland, New Hope, Linville.

*Scott, Wm. T., Elon College, N. C EVA Southern Convention—Superintendent.

Scott, Wm. T., Jr., 811-813 W. Main St., Durham, N. C NCVA Durham.
Simmons, Lewis Bill, Pittsboro, N. C WNC Hank's Chapel, Lee's Chapel, Turner's Chapel, Student Duke

Divinity School.

*Sloan, W. W., Elon College, N. C NCVA Prof, of Religion Elon Colleac.

Shepherd, D. W., Virgilina, Va NCVA Hebron, Virgilina.

*Smith, H. Shelton, 2721 Dogwood Road, Durham, N. C NCVA Prof, at Duke University.

*Smith, Leon Edgar, Elon Colkge, N. C E\'A President of Elon College.

Smith, William P., 117 Gretnv.-ay Dr., Portsmouth, Va EVA Portsmouth, First.

Snyder, Walstein W., 721 N. Church St., Burlington, N. C NCVA Burlington, Bev. Hills.

*Sorrell, Matthew T., Blairs, Va NCVA Superinteiuknt of Faiih Home.
*Steininger, William R., 2122 Cooper St., Raleigh, N. C ENC Chaplain.

^Stevens, W. Millard, Southington, Connecticut EVA Congregational Church.
Stubbs, Irving R., 4415 Boonesboro Rd., Lynchburg, Va NCVA Co-pastor, Lynchburg; Teacher.
Sutton, Thomas D., Rt. 3, Burlington. N. C NCVA Bethel, Concord, Mt. Zion,

Tally, George INI., Rt. 3, Sanford, N. C ENC Christian Light, Ebenezer, Mi. Pleasant, Piney Plain, Pleasant

Hill.

Tally, R. Eugene, Rt. 1, Louisburg, N. C ENC Beulah, New Hope
='Thelen, Mary Frances, Randolph-Macon College, Lynchburg, Va. . . . NCVA Professor.

Timmons, Wofford C, Southern Pine.s, N. C ENC Southern Pines.

*Titcombe, Harry G., Norfolk, Va FA'A Business.

"^Truitt, John G., Elon College, N. C EVA Superintendent, Christian Orphanage.
Veazey, Guy H., Elon College, N. C NCV.'V Lakeview, Moonelon Resident Manager.
Vestal, Max, Rt. 1, Ramseur, N. C V\'NC Pleasant Ridge, Spoon's Chapel, Student, Duke Divinity School.

Wallace, Carl E., 1011 Stamper Rd., Fayetteville, N. C ENC Fayetteville.

*Wehrenberg, E. L., Woodsdale, N. C NCVA Teacher.

Welch, Mack V., Rt. 1, Bennett, N. C. .
." WNC Pleasant Grove, Paslor-at-large WNC Conference.

White, Orville H., Tryon, N. C NCVA Tryon.
Whitten, Robert A., 108 W Clifford St., Winchester, Va VVA Winchester.

^Williamson, Robert L., 2316 Fontaine Ave., Charlottesville, Va VVA Retired.

Wisseman, William E. 400 Radiance Drive, Greensboro, N. C NCVA Greensboro (First), Pleasant Ridge.

*Wood, William L., Box 55, Long Eddy, N. Y ENC Retired

Wright, T. Fred, Rt. 1, Norlina, N. C EVA Antioch, Bethlehtjn, Mt. Auburn.

Ministers With Loc.^l Conference Ordination Standing

.Bowers, John T., Rt. 4, Box 567, Greensboro, N. C WNC Antioch, Smithwood, Business.

'Burgess, Lunnie W., Ramseur, N. C WNC Business.

Fogleman, Martin L., Rt. 2, Liberty, N. C WNC Needham's Grove, Pleasant Cross, Business.

Gallo, John, Rt. 2, Disputanta, Va EVA Bethlehem (Disp.).

Loman, J. Harold, Box 1, Denim Station, Greensboro, N. C NCVA Hopedale, Howard's Chapel.

*Nash, Durant D., Box 791, Hooeweli, Va EVA Business.

Rice, G. Julius, 509 E. Main St., Jonesboro Hghts., Sanford, N. C. . ENC Shallow Well, Duke Divinity School.

Stanley, J. Lester, Rt. 1, Elon College, N. C NCVA Gibsonville, Business.

Taylor, Morris E., 3200 Shore Dr., Norfolk,_Va EVA Little Creek.

*Waller, W. T., 1155 Montgomery St., Winston-Salem, N. C NCVA Boy Scout Executive.

L1CENTIATE.S

Askew, Reuben, Elon College, N. C EVA Berea, Student, Elon College.

'Bage, Johcph S., Dendron. Va EVA
Bennett, Garland B., Box 778, Elon College, N. C NCA'A Zion, Student at Elon College

Brady, Gale, 911 Tryon St., High Point, N. C WNC High, Point, Student at Elon College.

*Brill, Walton E., Lehew, W. Va A'VA Business.

Brown, Avery, Box 39, Sophia, N. C WNC Flint Hill (R), Sophia, Union Grove.

*Chang, Timothy S., c|o Poultry Dept., Ohio State University, Colum-
bus, Ohio NCVA Student.

Dixon, Carl J., Benson, N. C ENC Christian Chapel, Lebanon, Moore Union, Wentworth, Business.

Garrett, Glenn, Rt. 3, Burlington, N. C NCVA Carolina, Student at Elon College.

*Gleason, H. Allen, Jr., 55 Elizabeth St., Hartford 5, Conn EVA Faculty, Hartford.

*Henderson, John A., Shenandoah, Va VVA Supply.

Johnson, Herman L., Rt. 3, Reidsville, N. C NCVA Business.

Littiken, John P., Rt. 1, McLeansville, N. C NCVA Hines' Chapel, Monticello, Student, Elon College.

=iMedlin, Curtis, Elon College, N. C WNC Student at Elon College.

^Nelson, Samuel D., 1416 Chesapeake Ave., So. Norfolk, Va EVA Assistant pastor. South Norfolk, Teacher.

*Painter, Page, R. F. D., Luray, Va VVA U. S. Army.
='Phillips, George M., Rt. 7, Bm-lington, N. C NCVA Student at Elon College.

Shearin, William B., 211 Aycock St., Chapel Hill, N. C ENC Martha's Chapel, Student at U. N. C.

Thomas, Gene, 1603 W. Davis St., Burlington, N. C WNC Big Oak, Ramseur, Student at Elon College.

''Truitt, John G., Jr., Brookside, IN. J V,X\ Student, I'nion Theological Seminary, New York.

i^Twiddy," C. Baxter, Jr., Elon College,' N. C ]::VA Teacher.

*Underwood, 1. T., Yanceyville, N. C NCVA Business.

Walker, Clifton, 3005 Chapel Hill Rd., Du-ham, N. C NCVA Mt. Gilead, Morrisville, Student at Duke University.

*Walters, James, Rt. 4, Raleigh, N. C ENC Business.

MEMIiliR OF BlHLICAL ClASS SERVING ChURC2IES
Bennett, J. Robert, 202 Macy St., Greensboro, N. C NCVA Bplew Creek, Lebanon, S^Iem Chapel, Student at Elon College.

""Indicates not engaged as pastor within the Southern Convention.
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Youth at Work in the Church
Rev. John S. Gra\^s, Editor, Box 836, Elou College, N. C.

Youth Week

Youth Week, under the auspices of

the TTnited Christian Youth Move-

ment, is the larg-est Protestant youtli

ohservanee on our continent.

The history of Youth Week dates

back to 1944 when a group represent-

ing the International Societ.y of Chris-

tian Endeavor and the United Chris-

tian Youth Movement made plans

for an annual week of emphasis on

youth work and unity in Christ.

Youth Week is now observed annual-

ly from the last Sunday in January

through the first Sunday in February.

The choice of this Aveek is based on

February 2, 1881, the founding date

of Christian Endeavor, which has

been celebrated by that organization

for over thirty years. This year Avill

mark the thirteenth annual obser-

vance of Youth Week.

Theme and Purpose.

Through the 1956 Youth Week
theme, "Our Citizenship Under

Christ," the nations' youth are chal-

lenged to discover their responsibi-

lities as Christian citizens.

The purposes of Youth Week are

:

1. To strengthen the unity of

Christian youth across the nation.

2. To develop in young people the

awareness of their responsibility in

the church and the church's respon-

sibility to its youth.

3. To explore Christian conce])ts

of citizenship as they relate to all

phases of life.

4. To provide opportunity for

young people to study and partici-

pate in the functions of government

in the community in which they live.

5. To relate the Christian gospel

to the major issues in our nation and

world today.

Project."^ for Youth Week.

1. Participate in the church ser-

vice during Youth Weelv by reading

the Scripture, praying, spealdng on

"Christian Citizenship" or serving

as an usher.

2. Have special worship services

in your Youth Group both Sunday
evenings. (See Youth Week Packet)

3. Have Community Youth Service

on February 5. (TTse as theme, "Our
Citizenship in the World C!omnuini-

ty. " Invite an international student

to speak on the subject; use a film-

strip such as "1 Found a New
World;" or obtain an outstaiuling

si)eaker in your community.

4. Do a radio play. ("Christmas

First" is a part of the Youth Week
Packet.)

5. Have a radio program on your

local station sometime during the

week or sponsor a devotional program.

6. Have group discussions or de-

bates on timely subjects such as

"How Does Our Community Serve

Its Young People;" "How Wide is

our Circle?"; or "Being a Christian

in Politics."

Prayer for the New Year

0 God our Father, it has been said that

a thousand ages in thy sight are but as

yesterday when it is past, or as a watch in

the night. But we, 0 Father, cannot see

with thy eyes. We see only this day, which

is rapidly drawing to a close, and with it a

whole year of our lives seems also to be

ending. We wonder what lies ahead for us,

and for all people. We look forward to a

n«w year joyfully and yet not without some
sense of question, even fear, at what un-

known days v/ill bring in these times.

Give us, 0 God, the sure faith in thee and
thy ways which will keep us brave in times

of difficulty, and humble and gentle in times

of ease and success. Give us the sense of

joyful dependence on thee which brings the

true security of knowing that the eternal

God is our dwelling place, and underneath
are the everlasting arms.

In the name of thy Son, through whom we
know thee best, we pray. Amen.—From God
in Our Lives by Frances W. Eastman.

7. Work Projects in your com-
munity such as leveling oif a ])la?e

for a community playground or vol-

unteering your services to local com-
munity service agencies.

These and many more projects can

be done by our Young People Jan-
uary 29-February 5, 1956. Observe
Youth Week in some way in your
Youth Group. If you do not have a

Youth Week Pacl^et, you may secure

one by writing the Rev. John S.

Graves, Box 336, Elon College, N. C.

The price is 50c.

*****
News from the Junior High

Department

Prom the Durham, N. C., "(lo]!-

gregational Newsletter:" The follow-

ing officers were elected in the Junioi-

High Department; LaM'rence Smith,

president; Frances Glenn, vice-presi-

dent; Jean West, secretary. Jean
West, Paul Key, Jimmy Kimrey,

Frances Glenn, Lawrence Smith,

Becky Harward, and Barbara Jones

have led the Junior High Department
in splendid devotions during the past

two mo)iths.

The annual Christmas party was
held IMonday evening, December 12th.

in the Recreation Room. This year

the Junior High Department of the

S'uiiday School and the Junior High
Pilgrim Fellowship held their party

jointly. i\Ir. Jeffries led the troup in

games aiul gifts were distributed.

Refreshments of lighted "snowballs"
and cake squares were served to teach-

ers, the students, the Rev. and Mrs.

Wm. T. Scott, Jr., and I\Ir. and Mrs.

Win. Jeffries.

NEWS FROM THE CHURCHES.
(Continued from page 6.)

when he said, "I'll not be happy un-
til something is started on that cor-

ner," nodding toward the proposed
site for the new Elon College Com-
munity Church. He concluded. "A
load of brick piled out there would
make me feel better."

Mr. Andes led in a litany of ded-

ication to tlie nurture of little chil-

dren, to the comradeship of youth,

to the ministries of men and women,
that tables may be laid in genrosity

for tlie needs of the community, that

its doors may be hospitality and its

walls a sheltter, in gratitude for all

those who have given, labored and
sliared, to the glory of God. The
]ioople responded in prayer, "Wc
(led ii-nt(> this House."

Dr. .). E. Danieley, Dean of the

College, gave a prayer of deilication.

Mv. Ralph Oxford presented "A
Look into the Future," pointing out

the ideal advantages of our I'apidly

growing community. We ai'e told

tliat there are more than a thousand
students at our college, more than a

thousand students in the combined
liigh school and elementary school,

and nearly a hundred children who
]i\'e nt our Elon. Oi'phanago, The
cnllon-e is now building three fine new
buildings, a Jicw sn]t('r-modern ele-

mentary school is now being built,

and the Christian Orphanage has al-

ready completed a l)eautirul new
chapel. Many new homes liave been

built within the last few months. The
Southern Convention office, too, is

located at Elon, thus staging man}^

important meetings in this area.

All of tliese give added \;ilu(' to

our community, our church and onr

(Continued on page 15.)
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Sunday School Lesson
By Run'. H. S. Hardcastle, D. D.

Jesus Calls for Repentance

Lesson 111

—

Jant;aky If), 1956.

Memory Selection: "Except ye re-

pent, ye sJiall all lil-ewi^e perish."

Luke 13 :5.

Backokoi'nd Scripture: Luke 13:1-

35.

Bevotional Readings Rouiaus 2:1-

16.

A tcrrihlr thin<>' liad liappeiied.

While a jiroup of worshippers had
beeu oft'eriuig- sacrifices iu the Temple,

a pTOup of soldiers imder Pilate's

orders had falleu upou them and kill-

ed every one of them. And anotlier

calamity, of a natural kind had over-

taken eigrhteen other men and women.
A toAver liad fallen upon them, kill-

ing' them all. And the people had an
easy answer as to why these things

had happened : these people were all

:sinners and these things had happen
ed to them as punishment for their

sins. It Avas as simple as that. To
them, but not to Jesus. He repudiat-

ed the idea, the popular idea, that

such calamities -were the direct con-

sequences of sin. To be sure, sin does

bring punishment. But natural ca-

lamities are not always direct punish-

ment for sin. "No," said Jesus,

"these things did not happen to these

people because they Avere Avorse sin-

ners than other men. Except ye re-

pent, ye shall all likeAvise perish."

It Avas a call to individual and na-

tional repentance. The gospel Avas

not all sAveetness and light. It Avas

not SAveet sentiment. It iiiA'olved an

"about face," it demanded repent-

ance on the part of all, it demanded a

repentance that found expression in

changed living.

Then Jesus told a story Avliich em-
phasizes this point. It is the story of

a man Avho had a vineyard, Avho tend-

ed it with care, but Avho g'ot nothing

from the vineyard. He told his hired

helper to cut it down. Fig trees are

to bear fruit, not simply t,o serve as

ornaments. But the hired man plead-

ed for a litttle more time. He said

he Avould dig- around it, fertilize it,

and tend it for a year. Then if it did

not bear fruit, it should be cut down.
Here is the divine expectation . the

divine jndgemenl. God expected of

the -lewish nation, fi'uitage worthy
of its heritage, He had been nu)st

patient wit!) the nation. But in due
time, his .judgement Avould fall upon
tlie jiation. It actually did. Not
many years after he spake these

words. Rome laid Avaste Jerusalem and
thus the divine judgement Avas ex-

ecuted. It is thus Avith the Christian.

God expects us to bear fruit; he is

patient Avith us and gives us every
chance ; but in due time his judge-
mi'ut will fall upon each one of us.

Every one of us must give an account
of himself to God.

"Get thee out, and depart hence;
for Hei'od Avill kill thee." This Avas

not the first time, nor Avas it the last

time, that a gang' tried to scare the

man of God. From the time of the

prophets doAvn to this present day,

there are those Avho would silence the

]n-eachcr by the threat of bodily

liai'in. Sometimes it is done quietly

and subtly; sometimes it is done open-

ly. And of course preachers are not

the only ones who are thus intimi-

dated. Anybody Avho espouses an
unpopular cause, anybody Avho at-

tacks special privilege, anybody Avho

questions the status quo, is sticking

out his lu'ck. And in many instances,

he does suffer for his loyalty to con-

victions. Not ahvays by death, or

physical jiunishment, but in other

ways as vicious.

Jesus Avas not intimidated. "Go
tell that fox. . .

." "Sorry old fel-

loAv, but I'll just keep on doing my
divine Avork, bearing my divine Avit-

ness, obeying the divine Avord." One
suspects that Herod did not like it,

but one suspects that he respected

Jesus all the more because of it. Fact
is, people rather expect a minister or

teacher to stand by his convictions,

even if they do not agree with his

convictions. A man need not keep
silent on moral and spiritual issues.

He is not meddling Avhen he tries to

apply the ideals and spirit of Jesus

to the practical problems of our mod-
ern Avorld.

And then comes in this lesson, the

divine compassion. How Jesus yeaim-

ed for his people. When he looked

ai-ouiul at the sacred -city, dear to him
and to his people, he exclaimed Avith

a gr'-at sigh "D Jerusalem, Jerusa-

lem, Avliich killest the prophets, and
stoiK'st them that are sent to thee;

how often would I haxe gathered thy

children together as a, \\m doth gather.

her In-ood under her Avings, and ye

Avould not." What a picture! Here
is a mother hen, clucking and calling

her baby chicks to come under her

AAMugs as the shadoAV of a hawk or

eagle falls upon the scene. But alas,

the JcAvish people "Avould not" and
time Avas running out on them. Their

house would soon be left desolate to

them. God does not punish men and
nations for their sins, so much as

men bring the divine judgement upon
themselves by their flouting of divine

laAv and the moral order.

Here is a picture of a yearning

God, one Avho loves his children, one

Avho is eager to g'ive them good things,

one Avho Avants them to have a richer,

fuller life. And here Ave are, selfish,

blind, callous, refusing to come to

him that Ave might have life. We are

like the Avoman who did not go to the

door because she thought the knock

on it came from the landlord Avho

had come to collect the rent, Avhen it

Avas by a friend who had brought to

her a big supply of groceries as a

gift. We think too much of God's

demands, and too little of his gifts,

and life is the poorer for it.

Based on "International Sunday School

Lessons;" Copyrighted 1954 by Division of

Christian Education, National Council of the

Giurches in the IT. S. A.

"THE ANSWER IS GOD."
(Continued from page 5.)

members of the local church in-

to real dedication and Christian

service.

4. Seek to deepen the spiritual life

of us all and prepare us for a

greater service to Christ and

His Church.

We believe "The AiisAver Is God"
can be more than a slogan ; it can very

Avell be the ansAver to the heart-cry of

our distraught Avorld. A spirit of

evangelism pervading our Southern

Convention would be the means of

many persons finding experientially

that "God is the AnsAver" to eA^ery

need of human sin and misery. Si-

multaneous Evangelistic Services in

North Carolina and Virginia during

March 1955 can have a poAverful im-

pact for Christian decisions in the

states and in each local community.

The Committee on Evangelism will

do all Avithin its poAver to furnish

mechanics and plans for the program.

Undergirded with prayer and en-

thusiastic support on the part of

ministers and members in each local

church, we feel confident that many
Avill discover the joy of finding, '"Fhe

Answer Is God."
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NEWS OF ELON COLLEGE.
(Continued from page 7.)

share in the helpful distribution of

this unprecedented sum. We rejoice

for the increase of our faculty sal-

aries, -which is badly needed.

* * * * *

Apportionment Giving

This is the last report I'or lO.lo. All

churches and Sunday schools that

have paid their apportionments in

full should congratulate themselves,

and are happy in a job completely

and Avell done. Those who have not,

I am sure have good reasons and are

happy that they have been able to do

what they have for our college dur-

ing this year of comparative peace

and unusual prosperity along most

lines. Elon College wishes to express

its greatful appreciation for every

contribution received, small or large,

and to assure all contributors that

the funds received will be used strict-

ly for the development and advance-

ment of higher education as promoted

by our college.

We wish, also, to express tlie hope

that 1956 may bring to the indivi-

duals of all of our churches and to

our churches as local organizations,

good peace, good progress, and good

successes in the spirit of Christ.

Previously reported $ 27,555.35

Eastern N. C. Conference:

Fayetteville $ 5.00

,Easteru Va. Conference:

Shelton Memorial $ 10.00

Union (So.) 166.00

N. C. ani Va. Conference:

Apple's Chapel $ 69.00

Elk Spur 13.00

Monticello 25.00

Greensboro, First 63.88

Lynchburg 7.50

Virginia Valley Conference:

Dry Eun $ 25.00

Winchester 10.00

Total $ 394.38

Grand total .$ 27,949.73

A LETTER FROM ED RIGGS.

(Continued from page 8.)

Here lies the key to the "relief"

needs of the people here. When I

asked myself, while I was waiting

during and after the storm, what this

hospital should be doing to help, 1

realized that the needs I see around
me now are actually the same needs

that are present here all the time.

With people cut olf from markets I

knew that even tho they had rice they

would be eating an unbalanced diet,

because other foods are not available.

But for the past five months I have

been examining tliem in tiie cliiii;'

and finding abundant ''vidence of

malnutrition. I would ask them what

they custtomarily eat besides rice and

millet and most of them would men-

tion vegetables, meat, fish, and eggs

—

Avhich sounds too good to be true. So

finally I asked one man what vege-

tables he ate. He hesitated a moment
and finally said, "Well, brinjal. "

—

a kind of eggplant with practically

no food value. Then it developed that

he had it only during the few weeks

each year that it was available in the

local market. So I asked him how
many times a week he had meat, fish,

and eggs. He looked completely blank

and I finally found out that he con-

'sidered himself lucky if he had an

ounce of one of them as often as once

a month ! That is why their bodies

,are so small, (average weight of a

pregnant woman at full term : ninety

pounds; average weight of her new-

born baby: less than six pounds),

and Avhy they have so little resistance

to disease.

The Meaning of "Discovei"

First of Second Scries

By Dr. Luther. A. AVetgle.

In the King James Version of tlie

Old Testament the word "discover"

is used thirty-four times, and ahvays

in the now obsolete sense of uncover

or lay bare. It is retained by the re-

vised versions only once—in I Sam-

uel 22 -6. "Saul heard that David was

discovered." It is replaced by "un-

cover" thirteen times. Other typical

renderings are :

'

' exposed your iniq-

uity" (Lamentations 2:14) ; "do not

disclose another's secret" (Proverbs

25 :9) ; "The foundations of the world

were laid bare" (II Samuel 22:16) ;

"Strips the forests bare" (Psalm

29:9); "we will show ourselves to

them" (1 Samuel 14:8). Instead of

"I will discover thy skirts upon thy

face" (Nahum 3:5) the Revised

Standard Version has "I will lift up

your skirts over your face." Where

the King James Version says con-

cerniiig liviathan "Who can discover

the face of his garment?" (Job 41:

13) the revised versions read "Who
can strip off his outer garment ?

'

'

In other passages containing tlie

same Hebrew words the King James

Version shows that in 1611 the older

sense of "discover" Avas tending to

become obsolete. For example, where

Wyclif had '

' His heed he shal not dis-

cover" the King James Version has

Tlierefore we are challenged afresh

to accomplish the same sort of thing

I felt before we went on furlough

needed to be done—a job of health-

Iniilding which would be more than

just prescribing medicines at the clin-

ic. What do we have to show for the

first five months' effort in that di-

rection? A thriving leprosy clinic

again, the l)eginnings of a well-baby

clinic and two pre-natal clinics—and
that is about all. A new maternity

ward is to be biult as soon as the

rainy season is over. A one-year

training course for rural health work-
ers is being planned for, to start next

June.

What are the possibilities and op-

portunities for the future ? Well, the

sky is the limit

—

and it is a pretty

broad sky we see here over this South

Indian plain

!

At least we can say that tliis cy-

clone has served to keep us from be-

coming complacent

!

Best regards,

Ed Riggs.

"he shall not uncover Jiis liead"

(Leviticus 21:10). It uses "uncover"
thirty-five times as translation for

these Hebrew words, and is followed
by the revised versions in most of

these cases.

In both cases where "discover" is

used in the King James Version of

the New Testament it is an inexact

translation of the Greek. The mean-
ing of "had discovered Cyprus"
(Acts 21 :3) is "had come in sight of

Cyprus;" and in place of "discover-

ed a certain creek with a shore"
(Acts 27:39) the Revised Standard
Version reads "noticed a bay witli a

beach."

The Epiphany— '

' shining through '

'

—of Christ was for all humanity;
this fact is symbolically set for th in

the visit of the Magi to his manger-
cradle. These Magi were learned Per-

sians from distant Iran, steeped in

the lore of Zoroastrianism, the other

great monotheistic religion of ancient

times, Avhose followers also had a tra-

dition that in due time the One Only
God would send to men a mediator

who would lead them to himself. In

the Epiphany story, therefore, we
have evidence of the solidarity of

mankind, of the witness that God has

maintained among all who seek him
in sincerity and truth, and of his

willingness to receive all witliout dis-

tinction.

—

M. C. C.

'THE LIVING WORD '
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The Christian Orphanage
John G. Tbuitt, Supervntendent

Dear Friends

:

This is tlie time, my friends; tliis is

the time for you to remember the or-

phanage. We hope to be able this

January 10, to pay all the many re-

jiair Ijills as well as the bills for reg-

ular running' expenses. We need a

contribution from just as many good

friends of homeless, needy ehildren

being well-trained and oared for. as

we can get. We need a generous of-

fei'ing from every church. We have

worlced hard thi-oughout the year.

Tills is tlie harvest time. May it l)e

bountcons. It is never too late to

send ill that r-ontribution.

We are so grateful for all you are

di)iiig. We thank you on behalf of

each child here. We thank our gen-

erous heavenly Father for laying it

upon the Avarm heart of so many of

you to liel]) us at this time with this

work.

Dr. T. E. Powell of the Carolina

Biological Supply Co., Elon College,

N. C, we thank for the very generous

gift of ten two-year-old Avhite-faced

Herford heifers. Adding these ten

fine cows to our herd makes it a beau-

tiful si_g'ht and guarantees that -we

shall have plenty of beef in days to

come and some to go to the market.

We are grateful for this encouraging

gift.

Last night, the president of the

Home - Coming Society, Mr. Coy
Franlxlin, and IMrs. Lawrence Fields

called on me with a gift of $100 from

the faithful akimni of the orphanage

living in Durham. They gave gen-

erously toward the 14,000 cold stor-

age erinipment installed this past

summer, and now they have .sent this

gift to say "Merry Christmas" to

their old home. How good and fine

of them. There are more of our

alumni living in Durham than any

other city of our Southern Conven-

tion area.

School closed today—December 20

—for the holidays, and already some

of our children are off to see spon-

sors and friends. Many of them will

have the joy of visiting in our fine,

interested homes. May they, and
every child in our care, have a good

Christmas and a year of joy and ad-

vancement.

Since this is the last of my 1955

letters, I close with the prayer that

if it be God's will, I may have the

joy of finishing up this year without

a current deficit.

John G. Truitt,

Superintendent.

REPORT FOR DECEMBER 21, 1955.

Sunday School Monthly Offerings.

Amount brought forward $24,7.53.32

Eastern N. C. Conference:

Mt. Auburn .$ 6.00

New Elam 10.00

16.00

Eastern Va. Conference:

Berea (Nans), Thanksgiv-

ing $38.98

Bethlehem (N), Thanks-

giving 170.00

Eure, Thanksgiving 2-5.00

Spring Hill S. S., Thanks-

giving 10.86

264.84

N. 0. and Va. Conference:

Belew Creek S. S $14.78

Bethlehem 62.10

Burlington, Eirst 630.23

Monticello 34.00

New Lebanon, Thanksgiv-

ing 110.50

Uninn (Va.), S. S 5.00

856.61

Western N. O. Conference:

Bailey's Grove $ 7.00

Brown's Chapel, Thanks-

giving 9.27

16.27

Virginia Valley Conference

:

Antioch, Thanksgiving . . .$ 42.35

Bethel S. R 42.00

84.35

Total $ 1,238.07

Grand total $25,991.39

Special Offerings.

Amount brought forward $38,222.44

Ladies' Bible Class, Hen-
derson Church $ 25.00

Cone Foundation, Greens-

boro, N. 0 100.00

Ladies' Society, Cong. Ch.,

Kinsley, Kans 10.00

So. Plainleld Friends . 12.00

Reliable Bible Class, Ports-

moutli, First Church . . . 10.00

A. P. Ti-uitt, Jr., Memorial 100.00

In Memory of Grace Gib-

son Johnston 5.00

fn Memory of Mrs. Ada
Atkins 5.00

Thanksgiving Offerings:

Frank E. Collier, Bur-

lington, N. C 10.00

G. Marvin Holt, Bur-

lington, N. G 20.00

V. R. Holt, Burlington,

N. 0 100.00

Miss Nellie May Holt,

Burlington, N. C. ... 25.00

Newlin Hardware Co.,

Inc., Burlington, N. C. 25.00

Sykes Foundry & Ma-
chine Co., Burlington,

N. C 75.00

Burlington Rotary Club 1520.50

Haw River Cln-istian Ch. 70.00

Union (Surry) Church . 50.20

Unon (Surry) S. S. ... 50.20

A. P. Strickland, Louis-

burg, N. C 10.00

Christmas Offerings

:

Mr. & Mrs. Wm. J. Cobb,

Asheville, N. C 15.00

Kindergarten, Cong, Ch.,

Walley, Ala 4.00

L. E. Carlton, Paces, Va. 200.00

Mrs. L. E. Carlton,

Paces, Va 15.00

D. M. Davidson, Jr.,

Gibsonville, N. 0. ... 10.00

Mr. & Mrs. C. M. Fields

and family, San Lean-

<lro, Calif 10.00

.r. L. Powell, RufSn, N.

C 5.00

Mr. & Mrs. C. B. Ellis,

Jr., Burlington, N". 0. 25.00

(Continued on page 15.)

MEMORIAL GIFTS
"Instead of Flowers"

Dr. )ohn G. Truitt

Christian Orphanage
Eion College, N. C.

Dear Dr. Truitt:

Please acknowledge the enclosed % as a memorial gift

sent to the Christian Orphanage in lieu of Howers in memory of:

(Name of Deceaied ) ( City ) ( Ditf of Death

)

(Survivor to b« Written) (Addrew)

Name

Address
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In Memoriam

LEWIS.

God in his wisclom saw fit to call one of

our oldest and beloved members of Mt.

Carmel Christian Church, Mrs. Beedie Joy-

ner Lewis to her eternal home on her seven-

ty-fifth birthlay, November 13, 1955. Her

home and her church were her major in-

terests and she gave herself with diligence

and devotion to both.

Therefore be it resolved:

1. That we bow in humble submission to

the will of our heavenly Father, who doeth

all things well.

2. That we extend to her family our

deepest sympathy and commend them to

God who can heal the wounds of sorrow.

3. That a copy of these resolutions be

sent to the family, a copy placed on the

record of the church and a copy sent to The
Christian Sun for publication.

Miss LOUISE ROSE,
Mrs. LOYD BEADSHAW.

CANNADA.
Mr. Benjamin C. Cannada, 75, retired

Durham fireman, died on September 6, 1955,

after four years of declining health. Mr.

Cannada had been connected with the Dur-

ham Tire Department since 1897, as a

volunteer, and then as a regular. At the

time of his retirement he was assistant fire

chief anl had been singularly honored for

his outstanding and lengthy service. He
was a life long member of the Durham
Congregational Christian Church.

In memory of Mr. Cannada the following

resolutions are presented:

That his character as a devoted and genial

husband and kind father be held in remem-
brance.

That his kindly spirit, consideration for

others and patience in suffering be an in-

spiration and example to all who knew him.

Mrs. J. M. SAUNDEES,
Mrs. EOBEET S. SMITH.

HASLETTE.
On September 6, 1955, our Heavenly Fa-

ther who doeth all things well, saw fit to

call home our oldest, anl one of the most
beloved members of the Holy Neck Con-
gregational Christian Church, Mrs. Essie

Crosse Haslotte, at the age of 87.

She united with the church at an early

age and was a faithful member as long as

her health permited. We sorrow that we
have lost from our church and community a

valued friend and yet we take confidence in

the eternal hope that she has entered upon
a fuller and more complete fellowship with
God.

Be it, therefore resolved:

First: That we thank Gol for her long
and fruitful life and submit to his will.

Second: That we express appreciation for

the privilege of having known a woman who
was friendly and kind and so patient in

afflication.

Third: That we extend to her family our
deepest sympathy and commend them to
God who doeth all things well.

Fourth: That a copy of these resolutions

be sent to the family, a copy placed on the

church records, and a copy sent to The

(liristian Sun for publication.

Mrs. HARVEY WOEEELL,
Mrs. EMMETT PILARD.

PERRY.
Mr. William P. Perry, 83, retired trans-

fer operator died on October 1, 1955. He
had been a member of the Durham Con-

gregational Christian Church since 1888.

For over fifty years, Mr. Perry was a deacon

and served as chairman of the Board of

Deacons for many years. He was a church

school teacher and song leader for Men's

Bible Class. He was a leader in the Lay-

men's Christian Federation of Durham.

In memory of Mr. Perry we present these

resolutions

:

That his devotion and loyalty to the

church and its activities, to his family and
to his friends serve as an example for others;

That we express gratitude for the privi-

lege of knowing him and working with him.

That the memory and influence of his

long and useful Christian life be continuous

and prove a benediction to his family and to

our church.

Mrs. J. M. SAUNDEES,
Mrs. EOBEET S. SMITH.

KRAMER.
Whereas, on December 1, 1955, Mr. Frank

T. Kramer, 83, a member of the Waverly
Oiristian Church, a faithful deacon, a Sun-

day school teacher and a friend to all who
knew him, passed away in the home of his

daughter in Eeading, Pa. We, the Waverly
Christian Church wish to record our appre-

ciation for all that he has meant to the

church and community, and our sorrow in

our loss.

1. Be it therefore resolved, that the con-

gregation of the Waverly Cliristian Church
has suffered a loss in its membership, and
the loss of a sincere friend and neighbor who
was always willing to lenl a helping hand
when needed.

2. Be it further resolved, that the mem-
bers of the Waverly Christian Church, ex-

tend to the family their sincere sympathy
in the passing of this member, a faithful

deacon, a helpful and a faithful friend to

all.

3. That a copy of this tribute be sent to

the family, a copy to The Christian Sun

and a copy be entered in the church records.

S. E. COPELAND,
A. PAUL HAETZ,
LEE B. CAEPENTEE,

Committee.

NEWS FROM THE CHURCHES.
(Continued from page 11.)

Convention. Moreover, these advan-

tages present greater responsibilities.

Tlie ehnreh, too, must grow and ad-

minister to onr Elon' Community.
Who, besides Mr. Long, v\dll dump a

good load of brick on our chui'ch

property ? This is the sort of picture

wliieli ]\Ir. Oxford allowed us to see.

Mrs. Wm. T. Scott.

THE CHRISTIAN ORPHANAGE.
( Continued from page 14.

)

O'Kelley Bible Class,

Greensboro, First Ch. 50.00

Lloyd U. Nolaud, Jr.,

Newport News, Va. . . 100.00

Charles Apel, Morehead,

Kentucky 10.00

Mrs. June K. Hender-

son, Kansas City, . . . 5.00

Jr. Baraca Class, Holy

Neck Church G.56

Miss H. Scarborough's

S. S. Class, Youngs-

ville Ch 11.00

Sr. Woman's Guild,

Portsmouth, Sheltoh
Memorial 10.00

Mrs. Golden Carter and
Miss Catherine Carter,

Winchester, Va 25.00

Edward Gary, Air Force
Base, San Marcos, Tex. 7.70

Mrs. E. H. Morris, Ashe-

boro, N. C .-i.OO

Miss Gertrude Herring,

Richmond, Va 5.00

Dr. W, H. Stratforl,

Winter Park, Fla. . . . 25.00

R. P. Overman, Liberty,

N, C 5.00

Burlington Skating Club 60.00

Orphanage Alumni of

Durham, N. C 100.00

Ml-. & Mrs. Walter Bain
& Nancy, Burlington,

N. C 100.00

J. E. Carter, Ruffin, N, C. 5.00

Special Gifts 75.04

3,112.20

Grand total .^41,334.64

Total for the week $ 4,350.27

Total for the year $67,325.83

Dates to Remember
1956

January 10-11 Annual Meeting of the Southern Convention Mission Board

Elon College, North Carolina

January 30-

February 2 Mid-Winter Meeting

Buck Hills Falls, Pennsylvania

May 1-3 Centennial Session of the Southern Convention

Union Ridge Congregational Christian Church
Route 2, Biurlington. North Carolina

June 20-27 General Council of Congregational Christian Churches

Omaha, Nebraska
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Our Heritage"Thoughts for a New Year

Our heritage came to us from those who saw visions and dared great-

ly. Their courage, their creed, reached out for new frontiers, new hopes,

for freedom and independence as a nation.

Our forefathers pioneered for a civilized world, a world of order and

progress for the human race. In view of the turn of events and the failure

so far to bring about a lasting peace, we believe that it is time to revive our

pioneer spirit and give it world dimensions, if we hope to win a constructive

program for all the nations of the world.

In the time of war, we dwell quite naturally upon the measurable,

tangible power of the weapons that are necessary for the destruction of our

enemies. But we are inclined to forget about the immeasurable intangible

spirit that animates those weapons—the spirit of the men who design and

build them, and the men who use them. It is that spirit, and that alone

which will achieve a peaceful world. And that can only be obtained by the

spirit of a free and loyal people.

The Declaration of Independence was to our forefathers "a prayer and

a promise."

The peaceful world for which we are working and striving is also "a

prayer and a promise." It can be fulfilled if we can sustain the spiritual

strength to meet and master the unlimited challenge of the future, and,

again, know a revival of the good old spirit of independence.

The Continental Congress of 1776 gave to us our independence, and

ever since that time and down through generations, we have had to fight to

retain it as a nation.

The men who were instrumental in signing the Declaration of Inde-

pendence were daring, resourceful, and had one distinguishing quality above

all others, that of faith. They realized "the substance of things hoped for,

the evidence of things not seen."

It was Carl Sandburg who wrote: "The republic is a dream, nothing

happens unless first a dream." Those two lines contain the very essence of

our faith. We know all too well in our hearts that "nothing happens unless

first a dream."

The signing of the Declaration' of Independence was a solution to a

major problem, which at that time seriously affected our country. However,

at the present time no single written document will solve the problem which

confronts the world today.

A living standard is not created by laws, by promises or words, or by

anything except the goods and services that are produced by the people of

a nation working in harmony and in productive peace.

The peace of the world is something to be labored with, understood,

and sacrificed for in the years to come.

Need we be afraid of the future? We think not. Not one country,

nor one person, can sell us short. The future of our country, our indepen-

dence, as well as the future of the world, is in our hands. We shall need

courage, energy, and determination; but above all, we shall need faith

—

faith in God, in ourselves, in our communities, and in our country—to help

bring about our dream of a peaceful and productive world.

—Masonic Chronicler.
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The Service of Consecration of Bayside Congregational Christian Church,

Bayside, Virginia, was held at 3 o'clock on the afternoon of Sunday, De-

cember 11, 1955. Bayside is one of the churches which have recently been

organized in the Greater Norfolk area. It is located in a growing resi-

dential section of attractive homes. President L. E. Smith of Elon College

preached the Consecration Sermon. The Consecration Solo, "How Lovely

Are Thy Dwellings," by Liddle, was sung by Mr. Roy E. Smith. Super-

intendent Wm. T. Scott of the Southern Convention, extended greetings

and felicitations from the Convention. The Rev. Ernest F. Brickhouse is

the minister of the Bayside Church.
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N-E-W'S B'R'I-E-F'S

We congratulate Dr. Triiitt on tlie

Wonderful financial report made by

the Christian Orphanag-e this week.

The Rev. Fred P. Register held a

week of evangelistic services recently

in the Bayside Church, in the Norfollv

area. The meeting;s were reported

very helpful and inspiring, several

new members being received into the

membership of the church.

Dr Henry E. Robinson, pastor of

the First Congregational Christian

Church of Burlington, N. C, was re-

cently elected president of the Com-

munity Council of Alamance County

for 1956. Dr Robinson served as

first vice president during the past

year.

Center Church Receives Pulpit

Bible

A Pulpit Bible was presented to

Center Congregational Christian

Church, South Boston, Virginia, on

Sunday, January 1, by Mr. T. S.

Earp. The presentation was made in

behalf of his family.

This Bible was given in memory of

Mr. Barp's uncle, the late Rev. Ben

Joe Earp, who served forty years in

the Congregational Christian minis-

try. The Bible was gratefully re-

ceived by the pastor, Mark W. Andes,

in behalf of the church. A service of

dedication followed.

The Bible is a copy of the Revised

Standard Version, with a black

Morocco binding.

The church greatly appreciates this

gift.

Annual Institute of Religion

at Raleigh Church

The seventeenth annual Institute

of Religion to be held at the United

Church in Raleigh, North Carolina,

opens on Monday, January 24, the

theme being "A Mature Approach

to Modern Problems." Speakers for

the first two Monday evenings of the

six-week program are Mrs. James D.

Wyker, head of the United Church

Women, a nationally known minister,

ehurchwoman and speaker, and Ira

Gabrielsou, a leading conservation-

ist.

The speakers for February include

Patrick Malin, Bishop Riches from

England, Gilbert Seldes, and George

Denny.

As in the past, fellowship dinners

will be served at six o'clock, classes

will meet at 7, and the feature speak-

ers will appear at 8 p. m.

The public is invited.

North Carolina Council of Churches

to Hold Pastors' Conference

The Second Annual Pastors' Con-

ference, held in conjunction with our

Annual Meeting in Burlington, will

be held January 24th. Registration

begins at 9 :30 a. m. and sessions Avill

close at 4 :00 p. m. Conference will

be lield at First Presbyterian Church,

Burlington. Our first conference in

Charlotte last year met with an en-

thusiastic response. We have ar-

ranged a program this year which we
feel is worthy of the support and at-

tendance of any of our pastors.

Briefly, this is the program

:

Two lectures by Dr. John A. Mac-

kay, (morning and afternoon) presi-

dent of Princeton Theological Sem-

inary, world renowned Presbyterian

and ecumenical leader. A lecture by
Dr. Lee J. Gable, professor of Chris-

tian Education, at the Evangelican

and Reformed Seminary, Lancaster,

Pennsylvania (formerly Director of

Leadership Administration, National

Council of Churches) on the subject

"Enlisting and Developing Lay
Workers. '

' A panel on '

' Opportuni-

ties for the Churches in North Caro-

lina in the area of Industrial Rela-

tions" led by Rev. Harold Yoder of

Goldsboro, with leaders in the field

of industrial and church relations.

Registration is only $1.00. Lunch-

eon will be served in Front Street

Methodist Church, Burlington.
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Laymen and the Church . . .

I. E. Danieley, Editor, Box 515, Elon College, N. C.

On Paying Without the Money

The first payment on the Moonelon

debt came dne January 1 ; the pay-

ment had to be made and it was

—

hiii,

hoAV? It is a story which needs to be

told to all of our laymen in the South-

ern Convention so here it is.

The financial facts were these

:

Payment due on principal it! 1,750.00

Interest pryment due 374.06

Total amount due 2,124.06

Cash on hand to make payment . 1,560.99

Deficit $ 563.07

In order to malce the payment the

First Christian Chui'ch of Greens-

boro advanced $575.00. The payment
was made and this left $11.93. Since

the first of the year a total of 1381.81

has been received which is yet not

enough to pay back the Greensboro

Church the $575 which was advanced.

We cannot afford this type of fi-

nancial
'

' rope-walking'.
'

' We must

get busy and give our men the op-

portunity of paying off the indebted-

ness on Moonelon. A committee, un-

der the chairmanship of Russell

Powell of Greensboro, is hard at work.

They have prepared some excellent

publicity and are now in the process

of distributing it. You should be

hearing from them soon. Be sure that

your group is organized and that

every man has had and accepted an

opportunity of doing his part. Work-
ing together the job can be done in a

short time without any great sacri-

fice on the part of anyone. The goal

is a worthy one; let's give it our best.

*****
Plan Now to Attend the Rally

February 19—afternoon and even-

ing—Elon College.

A good program—a good dinner

—

Real Christian Fellowship.

Make it your goal to have someone
from every church and several from
your church

!

Make your plans now to attend.

Relevant Religion

In one of his last sermons, our
friend Dr. Edwin McNeill Poteat

commented on the fact that despite

much of its statistical and financial

success, the church is even now less

and less consulted in the decisions

tliat matter. When the course of

history itself may be altered—by
dropping an a-bomb, by voting tech-

nical assistance programs, or setting

up immigration laws—there are ad-

visors aplenty, military, economic,

and sociological, but no commanding
moral or spiritual voice is heard.The
weakness is not institutional—that

the church needs more "power." It

is in the minds of men where these

very decisions are made without eoit-

sulting the professed moral and spirit-

ual fundamentals. And this weakness

is traceable back to a similar divorce

of decision from faith in your mind
and mine.

The fault is partly in our preversi-

ty—and partly in a lack of know-how
about applying our principles to these

social concerns. A remedy to both is

souglit through the Institute of Re-

ligion, bringing to us this year out-

•^tandijig leadersliip in a fine variety

of concerns— churchmanship, con-

servation, the public arts, civil rights,

ad nit education—and in the classes

on mental health, housing, social

change, and foreign affairs. If you

have friends who know little of this

program, give them a brochure and
invite them.

Gavlord B. Noyce.

* * * * *

A Letter from Annabelle and

Timothy Chang

January 2, 1956

Dear Southern Convention Friends

:

We are very grateful to have the

Scotts and Jaeksons to officiate at our
wedding—only they could make our

wedding- complete. It was an unfor-

getable occasion for us and this will

alwaj^s remain in our memory.
Since we came back to (!olumbus,

all our time has been occupied doing

numerous arrangements in our new
home, located behind the Poultrj'

Department of 0. S. U. It consists

of two spacious rooms, but we feel

this is adequate. Believe me, we have

the most interesting neighbors— a

farm manager's family, geese, Leg-

horns, and Rhode Island Reds!

We have just returned from the

Ecumenical Student Conference on

the Christian Mission at Athens, Ohio.

About 3500 students representing

sonte 80 nations and noted speakers,

(Continued on page 10.)

Officers and Standing Committees

Eastern Virginia Conference

for 1955-1956

President—^. B. Williams, 1253—
24th St., Newport News, Va.

Vice-President — Rev. George D.

Alley, Suft'olk, Va.

Secretary-— Rev. James H. Light-

bourne, Jr., Holland, Va.

Treasurer— G. Chapman White,

Waverly, Va.

Committees.

Executive—W. B. Williams, George
D. Alley, James H. Lightbourne,

Jr., G. Chapman White, Shirley T.

Holland.

Ministerial Education—H. S. Hard-
castle, George D. Alley, A. Lanson
Granger, Jr., Jesse H. Dollar,

James H. Lightbourne, Jr.

Apportionment—Letcher Eley, Floyd
Turner, G. Chapman White, Ellis

N. Clark, AV. A. Grissom.

Home Missions—Mills E. Godwin, Jr.

Harvey L. Carnes, Mrs. Garland
Spratley, I\Irs. I. W. Johnson, Mel-

vin Dollar.

Foreign Missions— Rajonond Gris-

som, Mrs. Ray F. Gordon, Wm. P.

Smith, John Gallo, J. Everett

Neese.

Erangelism — Clyde Fields, 0. D.
Poythress, Melvin Dollar, M. E.

Taylor, Jack T. Oiken.

Christian Education— A. Lansoli

Granger, Jr., Mrs. Clyde Fields,

W. R. Savage, Wm. P. Smith, E.

11. Brickhouse.

Religious Literature—James W. Mad-
ren, Mrs. L. J. Brown, James A.
Darden, Mrs. Alfred Ellis, H. B.

Crutchfield.

Stewardship—Jesse H. Dollar, 0. L.

Pendleton, J. E. McCauley, H. W.
Lee, Mrs. M. F. Sherrill.

Social Action—T. H. Britton. Roy
C. Helfenstein, Harvey L. Carnes.

Mrs. George Cornell, P. D. Howell.

Program—Executive Committee.
Place—Mrs. R. E. Brittle.

Memoir.v—R. E. Brittle, Mrs. L. W.
Stagg, Mrs. Frank H. Lewis.

It is reported of vultures, that they
will fly over a garden of sweet flowers,

and not so much as eye them; but
they will seize upon a stinking car-

rion at the first sight. Thus many
there are that will take no notice of

t'he commendable parts and good
qualities of others; but if the least

imperfection appear, there they will

fasten.

—

Spencer.
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"You Shall Be My Witnesses"
The words used as a title of this editorial are

from the last recorded sentence spoken by Jesus

before he ascended into heaven. The sentence of

which they are a part is richly significant. As re-

corded in Acts 1:8, it reads: "But you shall receive

power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you;

and you shall be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in

all Judea and in Samaria and to the end of the

earth." (RSV.) This sentence is a reminder of the

Great Commission which Jesus had given unto the

disciples.

The Church is ordained to carry the Gospel

to those who know it not and to bring them to a

saving knowledge of the Lord and Saviour, Jesus

Christ. As long as the Church is actively engaged

in evangelistic work it grows in spiritual strength.

When the Church forgets its evangelistic task it

begins to die.

The churches of the Southern Convention are

engaged in a united evangelistic effort which has

already begun and which will continue through

Easter. We hope that it will continue indefinitely.

There should be special sessions of evangelistic ac-

tivity, when certain phases of the work are stressed.

But evangelism requires constant rather than spo-

radic consideration.

Evangelism is motivated by love. Those who
had a part in the experience of Pentecost loved

Christ so passionately that they spoke out of the

very depths of their hearts in telling of the saving

power of the Risen Christ. They wanted every one

of their hearers to share in the blessings which

Christ had bestowed upon them.

They had lost themselves in the love of Christ.

They had learned what Christ had worked so hard

to teach them about the love of God which planned

the salvation of the whole world. They were true

witnesses for Christ because diey reflected the same

concern for others that Christ had shown for them.

True evangelism is always rooted in unselfish love.

In the proposed plans for the present evangel-

istic effort, the laity of the churches is to have an

active and important part. That is as it should be.

Jesus said, "You shall be my witnesses." As we
understand that saying, it means that every pro-

fessed follower of Christ is a witness to Christ's

saving power. As a matter of fact, that is the ac-

tual situation at the present time. The professed

follower who is living an inconsistent life is wit-

nessing to the ineffectiveness of the Gospel. The

consistent Christian is the world's best witness of

the saving grace of Christ.

Christ is the center of the testimony which the

lay visitor is to bear. Unless the visitor is very care-

ful the conversation is likely to center around the

church, the church's program, and the advantages

of being affiliated with the church. These are im-

portant considerations, but they are not the main
point of the issue. The purpose of the visit is to

influence the person to accept Jesus Christ as Sav-

iour and to make the revealed will of Christ the

rule by which life is to be lived.

Man's greatest need is to know God, to love

God, and to do the will of God. Christ said, "Do
you not believe that I am in the Father and the

Father in me? The words that I say to you I do
not speak on my own authority; but the Father

who dwells in me does his works." Men come to

God through Christ. That is the Gospel to which
we bear witness. We invite men to accept Christ

as the perfect revelation of God.

There is no higher privilege than to be a wit-

ness for Christ. We have but recently celebrated

the birth of Christ. Christians believe that his com-

ing to earth is the most important event that ever

occurred in the annals of time. We have thought

much about what Christ means in our own indi-

vidual lives. Now we have the opportunity to tell

others that they may be born anew in Christ.

There will probably be many who will hesitate

to undertake so momentous a task. That is quite

understandable. But those who go in the name
and in the Spirit of Christ will not go alone. The
Holy Spirit will go with them to take the things

of Christ and to reveal them not only to the witness

but to those to whom the testimony is given. That

is the promise of Christ himself.

Prayer should have a large place in the work

which is being undertaken. It should mean a new
prayer experience in the life of the participating

churches. Every member should share in the re-

sponsibility, certainly to the extent of praying earn-

estly for those who are to make the visitation and

for those who will be visited.

Our churches need a deeper concern for more

spiritual power. God gives spiritual power to in-

dividuals and to churches when they are dedicated

to spiritual tasks. Evangelism is definitely a work

of the Holy Spirit. Those who are evangelists are

truly workers together with God. What higher

honor could a Christian desire?
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^^The Answer Is God^^
By REV. FRED P. REGISTER

Convention Secretary of Stewardship and Evangelism

No matter what the question, just

as long as it deals with man's basic

needs or desires, the Answer is God.

As a nation, God is the only solution

Ave can trust. As a church, we know
that God alone can make our church

an arsenal for sliaring life and love.

As an individual, each one of us

knows that in him alone do we find

the reason for our bein^ and the

power to fulfill our purpose.

E\angelism seeks to help individ-

uals discover through experience, that

God is the answer to all the import-

ant questions and perplexing prob-

lems of life. This is the general goal

of Evangelism. The specific purposes

of Evangelism are

:

1. To win those who know not

Christ as Saviour and Lord, to

a definite commitment to him,

involving regular wor.ship and

service through membership in

the Church.

2. To win those who have commit-

ted their lives to him, but who
are not actively affiliated with

a local cluirch, to membership

in a church where they can wor-

ship regularly and through

which they can both seiwe and

be served.

3. To lead those members of our

local churches who have become

inditferent, into real dedication

and Christian living.

4. To deepen and strengthen the

spiritual life of us all and to

prepare us for greater service.

These basic purposes should lie at

the very heart of the program of any

church, small or large. Evangelism

is basic. It is fundamental. If it is

missing, you have, at best, only a

distorted image of a church.

The Convention - wide Workshops
on Evangelism, February 6-10, 1956,

have been planned with two funda-

mental purposes in mind: (1) To
create in us all a burning desire to

evangelize. (2) To share methods

and '

' knowhow '

' that have been iised

t»y God to win man to himself.

The program of Lay Visitation E-

vangelism, to be participated in by
our churches in North Carolina, Feb-

ruary 27-March 2, 1956, and in Vir-

ginia, March 12-16, 19W, is concern-

ed with all iouv (it the bat^ic purposes

of Evana'elism. However, its prima-

ry concern is with the first two pur-

poses. This method of Evangelism is

built upon one of the oldest, most

used and most honored of methods,

namely, that of one person, in his

own way, sharing Christ with a

friend. This jirinciple or method is

probably basic to all methods and
is an intricate part of even an appar-

ently far-removed method as so-called
'

' mass - evangelism.
'

' Our program
of Lay Visitation Evangelism adds

to this basic principle only the fol-

lowing: (1) Special training for

those who witness; (2) Definite pros-

liects to be visited; and (3) A speci-

fied or limited time in which to visit.

Tliese seem necessary for our times.

Dear Sir

:

After talking with you the other

day over the telephone about our

Program of Evangelism, I have re-

thought some of the ideas we dis-

cussed. T was impressed with your

feelings of the importance of Evan-

gelism in a church program. To be

sure Evangelism is the heart-beat of

any Christian church. Without it,

all else suffers and eventually dies.

Having acrreed at the outset, please

alloAv me now to disagree.

I received the impression from you

that you thought Evangelism was an

item of a church program that could

be entered and called forth at certain

times of the year. I feel that you

have confused Evangelism and Re-

vivalism. Will you not agree that

Revivalism is only one expression of

Evangelism and does not nearly tell

the whole story? Evangelism is an

attitude of heart and mind—an atti-

tude which is a part of one's think-

ing at all times and which finds many
ways of expressing itself. What is

this attitude? Jesus defined Evan-

gelism to Peter when he said, "Feed
my sheep." Evangelism is the spir-

itual recruiting and feeding of men
for the Master's Kingdom wherever

they may be found.

These four basic purposes are at

the heart of our planned Simultan-

eous Evangelistic Services. These

are to be held in North Carolina.

March 4-11, and in Virginia, March
18-25. The hymns, the messages, the

prayers in the services and preceding

them, will all be designed to achieve

these purposes.

Many of us believe that God has a

great blessing which he wanted to

pour out on us for a long time. We
have been so busy about many im-

portant things that Ave have not given

enough thought and prayer to this

most important business of Evangel-

ism. Let us claim God's blessing.

We can become the channel through

Avhich his love flows into the lives of

those in our community. The require-

ments are simple : First, Ave must be-

come men of prayer; second, we must

be Avilling to be ambassadors for God
a.s Ave haA'c the opportunity.

We knoAv "The Answer Is God."
Let's help someone else to discover

this.

Now Avhat are Ave doing in this re-

spect, you ask? Every area of our

church program has the definite re-

minder at its base, "Feed my sheep."

The classroom, the chapel, the youth

program, the adult felloAvships, the

scouting, the kindergarten, are all

cA'angelistic agencies Avith the King-

dom of God as the primary basis for

existence. To this end Ave are ded-

icated as a church.

What about special evangelistic ef-

forts Yes, Ave are conscious of high

seasons of the year, and increasingly

we are trying to use these times for

an even greater effort to recruit and

feed. Christmas has just passed, and

special services Avere in order. Soon

church membership classes will be-

gin, and as Easter approaches Ave

have a restatement of our Faith in a

forceful manner in a series of serv-

ices. Our community must be visited

and non-Christians given the oppor-

tunity of accepting Jesus Christ and

his Way. This visiting should be

done by the members of the church,

because of the value recruiting offers

the recruiter. Have you ever talked

to a man about his Spiritual Life and

his Purpose for Living? There is no

greater satisfaction than feeling that

(Continued on page 13.)

Evangelism in a New Church

LETTER TO THE EDITOR OF "THE FAYETTEVILLE
OBSERVER"
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The Dangers of Bibliolatry

By ROY C. HELFENSTEIN
Richmond, Virginia

Part I.

The word "Bibliolatry" is self-ex-

planatory. However, Webster's In-

ternational Dictionary tells us that

"Bibliolatry is an excessive regard

for the Bible." Other etimologists

have put it this way :

'

' Bibliolatry is

claiming for the Bible what it does

not claim for itself, making the Bible

an end in itself in using it as a defense

mechanism to support pet beliefs and
doctrines; making it in fact an object

of worship, dogmatically cherishing

theories about its origin, its nature

and its purpose which do not square

with reason, with facts or with com-

mon sense
;
mistaking defense of mis-

taken theories of its basis of inspira-

tion as being the major responsibili-

ty of believers in the God of the New
Testament."

Bibliolatry, in the final analysis, is

"Making an idol of the Bible," at-

taching supernatural significance to

the Book and denying all naturalness

in its origin and formation—giving

the Bible an appraisal which history

and irrefutable facts Avill not sub-

stantiate. Ministers who have had

no seminary training sometimes em-

brace the claims of bibliolatry. Oc-

casionally you will hear such a min-

ister boast of "preaching nothing

but the Bible," when in fact every

minister was ordained to preach "The
Christ of the Bible."

Bibliolatry looks upon the Bible

as being a book of nmgic and wonder-

ment—a fetish having a sort of in-

herent charm and power—and that

the Book within and of itself has a

mystic power of protection and as-

sistance for its possessor. Bibliola-

try furthermore contends that the

authority of the Bible rests upon its

verbal inspiration instead of upon
the fact that its authority is based

upon the power of its truths to in-

spire men of every age with the chal-

lenge to know God who is a personal

God, having a Divine Plan for tlie

world and for every life, and "whom
to know aright is life eternal"—and

with the challenge of "a sood life"

—

a life lived in a filial relationship to-

ward God and in a brotherly relation-

ship toward mankind.

The inspiration of the Bible rests

upon a far more substantial and a

far more significant basis than any

theory of its inspiration. The fact

that its truths inspire its readers is

the basis of the Bible's inspiration.

But bibliolatry insists that every

part of the Bible is equally inspired

and of equal importance—that the

Old Testament is as much inspired

and as valuable to seekers after re-

ligious truth as is the New Testa-

ment, and that the Avhole Book is

rejected if any part of it is not ac-

cepted as a "thus saith the Lord."

Bibliolatry thus rests its untenable

claim for "the infallibleness of the

Scripture"—a claim Avhich would re-

quire for its substantiation that the

men who wrote its verious parts were

infallible; that the men who trans-

lated it were infallible ; that the men
Avho printed it were infallible—all of

which, if true, Avould presuppose that

only infallible readers are qualified

to read it aright.

Bibliolatry reflects its anti-Chris-

tian aspect in the contentions and

suspicious attitudes of its victims.

They put a big red question-mark

after all other professors of faith.

But "by their fruits you shall know
them." Bibliolatry causes bibliol-

eters to suspect and to discount and
to deny the religious sincerely of the

most devout and the most circumspect

Christian men and women who be-

lieve that the Bible grew out of the

experiences of the people over cen-

turies of time. Bibliolatry totally

ignores the human equation involved

in the writing of the Bible and in the

canonizing of the books of the Bible

as we have it today. Bibliolatry rests

its case upon the strange belief that

in some miraculous manner the Bible

was given to mankind undefiled by

human participation in its making.

Christianity unites people in the

bonds of lo\e and faith. Bibliolatry

is divisive. Bibliolatry makes its vic-

tims contentious, cantankerous, un-

social and unchristian in their atti-

tude toward others. From the be-

ginning of the Christian Era, the

most scholarly and the most devout

leaders in the Church have warned

devotees of the Christian Faith a-

gainst the dangers of bibliolatry, be-

cause they believed that, thougli pos-

ing as friends of the Bible, bibliol-

etcrs in actuality have been and are

the most dangerous enemies of tlie

Bible—indeed greater enemies of the

Bible than are skeptics, agnostics, in-

fidels and atheists.

Christian Faith is based not upon a

theory but upon "A Life." Chris-

tian Faith recognizes and deplores

bibliolatry in its every form and
phase, because Christian Faith knows
the dangers of bibliolatry. Christian

Faith says to all men, "If your heart

is as my heart, then give me your

hand." Bibliolatry saj^s, "If your

vie-w's about the Bible are as my
views, then let us fraternize; but if

not, then you are out." Christian

Faith does not restrict its fellowship

to "those who think alike" but to

"those who love and serve alike."

Informed Christians love the Bible

above all other books, not because

they think the Bible is supernatural

or infallible, but because within the

Bible are religious truths which point

the way to fellowship with God and
to "supernatural living," to "Chris-

tian living"; and because the Bible,

if rightly understood and appreciat-

ed, introduces men and women and

boys and g-irls to their loving Heaven-
ly Father, and to Jesus Christ, "who
taketh away the sins of the world"
and the sins charged to our personal

accounts. Never Avill informed Chris-

tiaiis worsliip the Bible. They will

worship only God, who knows every

person better than one can know one-

self, who cares about every person,

and who can help every person who
calls upon Him in faith, believing.

Informed C!hristians are eternally

committed to the worship of the God
of the Bible as revealed in the Life

and Teachings of Jesus Christ. They
worship only God, our Heavenly Fa-

thei"—the God whom Jesus loved,

worshipped and served.

We should read the Bible under-

standingly and discriminatingly, rec-

ognizing those parts that are void of

spiritual and inspirational value and

appreciating its naturalness and the

relative spiritual values of its various

parts, thus also recognizing that much
of the Old Testament has only his-

torical and social significance, being

absolutely void of spiritual value.

For instance, the books of Leviticus,

Numbers and Judges, and others,

with their shockingly inhuman pro-

nouncement of cursings, their archaic

orderings of animal sacrifice, their

demonic animosities and unethical

jiortrayals of God and of human con-

duct is absolutely revolting to the

modern mind. Such data could well

be omitted from the Bible Avithout

any spiritual loss whatsoever to " The

(Continued on page 11.
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News of Elon College
PREsroENT L. E. Smith, Elon College, N. C.

The Campaign for Elon College

in the Church

By vote of the Southern Conven-

tion and the several conferences in

the Convention, the churches of the

Con-\ention are requested to secure

in cash, pledges, or commitments, a

total of $300,000 as part payment on

Virg-inia Hall, a dormitory for girls,

and Carolina Hall, a dormitory for

boys. The churches in Virginia are

undertaking to secure $150,000 for

Virginia Hall, and the churches of

North Carolina are undertaking to

secure $150,000 for Carolina Hall.

Quotas have been determined for each

local church and the churches have

been notified.

It should be clearly understood

that this campaign is being conduct-

ed by the local churches under the

guidance of the eonnnittees set up by
the Church, with Superintendent W.
T. Scott as chairman of the organiza-

tion.

It should also be understood that

this campaign is being conducted on

a voluntary basis. That is to say

that no church is compelled by any

action of the Convention or confer-

ence to pay the amount allotted. It

is hoped, however, that every church

will have a feeling of compulsion,

since the undertaking has been ap-

proved and authorized by the Coi\-

vention, a]id since Elon College is

our churclies' college and is in need

of the assistance reque.sted.

If any church should fail to as-

sume its full obligation, then other

churches will not be expected to come

to the rescue and make up for the

failure. In other Avords, this is the

plan of the Con\'ention to give the

needed financial assistance to our

college, and should anyone fail, it

has no other plans. The contract has

been let, the buildings are being

erected, and the cost must be paid

one way or another.

Yet again it should be understood

that the present plans call for ]io im-

mediate cash, but do call for a "Dec-
laration of Purpose," whereby a local

chnrch, through its officials author-

ized by the church, may sign such a

"Declaration of Purpose" stating

that it will accept the
.
quotas, and

sign, giving information as to ho^v

and when the amount obligated \vjll

be paid, when the payments ss\\\ be-

gin and end. In other W(.i<ls. tlu^

cliurcli is at liberty to assume its ob-

ligations and to meet these obliga-

tions on its own terms as to the fre-

quency of payments, the amount to

be paid, and the time in which the

abligation is to be completed.

This is a request to local churches

of the Convention for each church to

*ign its "Declaration of Purpose"
and forward the same to the Conven-

tion Office, Elon College, North Car-

olina, as quickly as possible.

Elon News Flashes

Eion College opened following the

holidays, January 2, 1956, at 8 :00

o'clock a.m. Facidty members and
students are on the campus begin-

ning tlie ncAv year in earnest and with

hope.

Dean Danieley and Dean Zink were

beth ill and unable to be present at

the opening. Dean Danieley was back

at his post on Thursday, January 5.

Dean Zink is expected to return,

ready for work, on January 9.

The weather is beautiful, and scores

of workmen are busy constructing

the new buildings. Workmen are

busy with interior finishings in the

IMcEwen Memorial Dining Hall, and
are readj' to begin the finishings in

Virginia Hall. It is expected that

the walls for Carolina Hall will be

completed by the end of the week of

January 8, 1956.

The Elon College basket ball team

is making a good record. They lost

the first game, a non-conference game,

but have won seven straight games
since. If you have not seen the 1956

basket ball team in action, you cer-

tainly .should if you have the slig'ht-

est opportunity.

Committees of all districts of the

Convention for the Elon College cam-

paign are busy giving local churches

an opportunity to sign their "Decla-

ration of Purpose," and thus give

support to our college.

The P.oard of Trustees of Elon Col-

lege will meet in mid-year session on

January 17, 1956, at 10:00 o'clock

a. m.

President Smith left on Friday of

last week to attend the meeting of

the Congregational Christian College

Council and the Association of Amer-

ican Colleges. Both meeting are ])e-

ing held at the Jefferson Hofel, St.

Louis, Missouri.

Apportionment Giving

The report for this week begins

with a new year, 1956. We got along

very well with receipts from the

Sunday schools and churches for the

college on conference apportionments
in 1955. While we congratulate our-

selves, we know that Ave are planning

now to strive for a better record by
the close of 1956. We do not want
to lo«e ground. We do not wish to

stop Avhere Ave did in 1955. We do

plan to raise our full quota for 1956.

The best way to succeed in our plans

is to begin in earnest at the first op-

portunity and to stay right Avitli the

obligation all through until it s com-

pleted.

In 1955, Ave receiA^ed a total of .$28,-

6:)1.25 from the Sunday schools and

churches of the Convention, includ-

ing late payment from the Christian

Temple, Norfolk, Virginia, of $681.52.

Superintendent Scott reports ijhat

this contribution is to be counted on

the 1954-55 payments for the Tem-
T'lf". This is the largest amount ever

received from the Sunday schools and
churches in the Southern Convention

for tlie support of Elon College. The

college is most grateful and takes

courage as it faces the tremendous

responsibility of conducting a pro-

gram of Christian higher education

today Avith insufficient funds from

other sources.

Our report for the ucav year cari-ies

contributions from the foUoAving

churches

:

Eastern N. O. Conference:

Hope Mills $ 3.00

New Hope 29.00

Eastern Va. Conference:

Dendron $ 3.95

Richmond, First 60.00

Spring- Hill 3.50

N. C. and Va. Conference:

Elon College $ 3.50

Hines Chapel 42.50

New Lebanon 20.80

Western N. C. Conference:

Flint Hill (R) $ 10.00

Virginia Valley Conference

:

Beulah $ 6.00

Linville 12.83

Total $ 195.08

Last Chance

He was a young cragsman away in

the North ; and one day, Avhen gather-

ing sea-birds' eggs, he let himself

doAvn by a rope, over the broAv of a

precipice, to a ledge far below. As
he stood on that ledge the rope slip-

jied, and there it swung far out above

the abyss. It swung toward him a-

gain. My God ! It is nearer now than

(Continued on page 15.)
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^JMissions at Home and Abroad

A Letter from the American

Marathi Mission

American Marathi Mission,

Kabnri, Dist. Ahmednaaar
Bombay State, India.

The Rev. Dr. William T. Seott,

S'lipt. Southern Convention,

Elon College, N. C, U. S. A.

My Dear Dr. Seott

:

I have yours written on the 19th

September, and thank you for it. It

is ahvays a great joy to hear from

you and to receive news of yourself,

your dear family and of the Southern

Convention Churches. The Chris-

tian Sun comes pretty regularly

these days, and it gives me a great

delight to read through its pages. I

am particularly interested in the Lay-

men's activities in your convention

area. Since my major interest at

present lies in promotion of lay lead-

ership in rural churches. I am gen-

erally on the look-out for material

that will help me in my work here,

and I find activities of your lay peo-

ple most challenging and helpful.

I realize that I should have written

to you oftener than I have been do-

ing. I am always a^n are of your in-

terest in my humble work here, and
your loving prayers have continued

to strengthen me in my efforts. I

thank you very sincerely for them
and for the concerete expressions of

your interest in my work in sending

funds for it.

I am not a srood reporter of events,

as you must have seen from my pre-

vious letters to you, but you have

been good enougli to accept them for

your information, the thing I deeply

appreciate.

In this letter I want to give you a

brief account of the Lay People's

Refresher Course we just finished

about a month ago. About 45 lay

church leaders attended this course

for four full days right here in

Raliuri. All of them represented

village cojigregations— and when I

say this, you will know that most of

them were either illiterates or semi-

literates, and practically every one a

farmer. We had arranged this course,

purposely during the second week of

September hoping that by that time,

the first ^lonsoon rains would be over

and the farmers would be free to

come after they had finished their

sowing. But tlie rains were late this

time, and this course came just about

when every farmer was needed at

home to do the delayed sowing. We
had g'iven up hopes of a good atte]id-

ance at this Refresher Course, but we
had requests for many more for per-

mission to attend ihe classes. Weren't
we delighted about it

Another thino' you ought to know
about the people who attended the

Refresher Coiirse is that many walk-

ed for )uiles and miles to attend this

course. Some walked over twelve

miles to come here—and that too in

deep mud and heavy rain. A couple

of them -walked over fifteen miles, be-

cause there is no easy transportation

for them in tlie rains. And all of

Hiem gave up their important work
in the fields and theii' wages for six

days to I)e liere. Considering their

poverty, we think it was a very great

sacrifiee tliev made, but they thought

it worthwhile to come here to listen

to the message of the Lord and be

trained for leadership in their own
churches.

Dnrina the coui'se. Ave offered them
a go(^d program indeed. Apart from

the Biblf Study and addresses, we
set aside ]")lenty of time for discus-

sions. If you Avere here, and seen these

village people talk and express their

deep faith in Jesus Christ, knowing
tlieir backgrou)id and the difficulties

in vhicli they are at present living,

you would have praised God Avith us

for that very inspiring experience.

Ignorant and ]ioor though they are.

th'^r faith in the Christian religion

is admirable. "We Avill never turn

our bael^ to Christ"' one man said,

"even if Ave liave to die for his sake.

We lia\e found a very valuable spirit-

ual treasury in Christ, and Ave Avill

keep it in our hearts and lives."

Another man said, "Our children

might as Avell stay poor and illiterate

in the Christian Church, rather than

to accept fees and scholarships from

eiTcmies of the Chi'istian Church de-

mandijig that Ave deny Christ to ac-

cept such aid." This Avas the tone in

Avhich practically every body express-

ed his feelings over the present situa-

tion in Avhich most of the rural

churches find themselves. We Avere

gi-eatly thrilled to listen to such an

out-pour of Cliristian faith and Avit-

iiess. HoAv Ave do need to strengthen

such a faith by doing all we can for

tlieni ! Please pray witli us that our

good Lord may keep these leaders in
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liis grace and pOAver for his mighty

Avitness.

At the end of the above conference,

Ave Avere discussing hoAv best Ave all

can impliment the suggestions made
during' the course. There Avas a good
response from many. Two village

laymen offered to conduct regular

Sunday school classes in their OAvn

villages. Two others offered to Avalk

a fcAv miles each Sunday to near-by

villages to help in the Sunday school

Avorlv there. A feAv others offered to

lielp conduct Sunday worship services

eitlier in their OAvn Village Church
or in the neighbourhood congrega-

tions. And so on. We have proofs

already Avith us Avhich shoAv that they

are doing their best in the responsi-

bility they have taken upon them-

selves. Not long ago, I had an op-

portunity to attend a rural Avorship

service. I had been to that village

many times before, but I saw a great

change in the Avhole set-up this time.

Til ere Avas strict discipline in the

congregation. Men, A\ omen, and chil-

dren sat in a roAv, very reverently

and quiet during tlie AVorship service.

The congregation had made a strong

effort to learn more by heart from the

Bible th.an any time before. The
children could tell Bible stories in a

far better Avay than they used to be-

fore. In fact, I discovered that more
children Avanted to take part in the

program. The lay leader Avho had

attended the conference mentioned

aboAc had indeed taken up the chal-

lenge and done this good job. There

are other places where the same things

have happened and Ave indeed praise

God for the neAv life the rural

churches are beginning to get. How
Ave need to be thankful for the great

privilege that is ours to serA'e in this

kind of a situation ! And there is so

mucli to be done yet ! Please pray

that Ave may receive poAver and guid-

ance to do all Ave can. We know that

Avill be giA-en us if Ave entirely AA'ait

upon him A\ho is the Source of all

power and Avisdom.

Christmas is draAving near, and the

churches all o\er are planning for

the joyous festiA'ities. Once again

all Christians Avill unite in their wit-

ness for the great Prince of Peace and

glory, and tliousands Aviil sing "Will

You Come Avith me to Bethlehem to

meet the Prince of Peace
'

' telling our

non-Christian brethren that Christ is

our Lord and Master and in him lies

the hop'e of the Avorld.

Tliis letter also carries Avith it

cordial greetings on behalf of myself,

(Continued on page 13.)
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Church Women at Work
With Emphasis on Missions

Mrs. J. H. Booth, Jr., Editor

143 Winchester Drive, Hampton, Va.

Fran Riggs Writes

Dear Frie)ids :

The trip to the village Avhere Ed
got his sick call was pure fun for )ne.

It Avas just after one of our rains

and the air was clear and the sky

blue for good pictures. We got with-

in about a mile of the village we were

going to, and then had to leave our

cycles and Avalk across rice field edges

the rest of the way. I think it was

the first time since China days that

we had done any walking together

like this, and it surely brought up old

memories. I always walk in front so

that I can set the pace and keep Ed
from goin,a' too fast and tiring me.

This time, tho'. I kept stopping to

take pictures, so slowed the party

down even more.

In that ai'ea they were just trans-

planting the young rice shoots which

is a very colorful process. The women
do the work, while the dig'nified land-

OA\ ner stands by and Avatches.

Ed found the little boy with fever

still very sick. But the other patient

was well and out Avorking, and came

running in to see Ed just about the

time Ave left.

We Avent to tAvo different villages

on foot, and then back to our cycles

for the six mile ride home. Our guide

and translator thru most of the Avalk-

ing Avas a young teacher who spoke

excellent English. He said he had

once dreamed of being a doctor, but

couldn't afford the expensive educa-

tion. He looked about tAventy-five or

thirty years of age so I asked him if

he Avas a family man. Yes—and ha

smiled Avistfully—he had five chil-

dren. I guess his chances of being a

doctor noAV are very slim.

Our children keep Avell. Today they

are all in a dither because toniorroAv

is not only Louis' birthday, but we go

to Madura for the first time since

July. I Avill have to do all my Christ-

mas shopping, besides taking part in

the Thanksgiving celebration. It will

be a Avonderful chance to see all our

missionary friends relaxing for once,

all in one place. They have real

turkey, so it Avill be a grand affair.

There Avill be something- like fifty of

us all together, including the English

and Aiistralians,

Fran Riggs.

Pleasant Ridge (R) Presents

Christmas Program

The Pleasant Ridge Missionary So-

cietv held its December meeting at

the home of i\Irs. Sybrant Pell. ^Irs.

V. C. Cox had charge of the program.

"Christmas in the Heart."

The Christmas story Avas given by

scripture reading and the group sang

carols in connection Avith the scrip-

ture. "AAvay in a Manger" Avas

sung by Emma Allen. The deepest

meaning of Christmas was explained

by Mrs. Cox. If Christmas is to mean
anything at all, it must find an abid-

Helpful Suggestions for 1956

To get the most out of life you need

First a heart of cheer,

Then every wish to share your joy

With others who are near;

Then you need unbounded faith

And trust that things in life

Will come to you if you have strength

To face each care, each strife.

And you need a heart full of courage,

You need the will to do

Your very best, the urge to meet
The tasks that come to you;
You need a soul filled v/ith hope,

The hope that grows each day
To strengthen hearts who find the road
A long, long, weary way.

—Seclected.

ing place within our hearts and lives.

Jesus appreciates the gift of ourselves

most of all.

FolloAving the program a Christ-

mas name Avas played after Avhich the

hostess served delicious refreshments.

Velma Allen,
Reportc>\

Ramseur Missionary Society Sends

Baskets of Fruit to Shut-ins

^Irs. Slun-man IManess and Mrs.
Ward Trogdon Avere hostesses to the

Womens' Missionary Society of tho

Ramseur Christian Church for their

December meeting.

Tlie dcAotions Avere led by Mrs. C.

E. Brown. The program, "Christ-
mas in the Heart" Avas presented by
]\Irs. Virgil York and Miss Dorothy
Craven. Mrs. Brower Smith Avas

guest soloist. She sang "Away in a

IManger" and "0 Little Town of

Bethlehem,"

Pa(je Nine

It Avas voted tliat the society send

baskets of fruit to the shut-ins at
( 'hristmas.

There were 18 members and one

visitor present.

During the social hour the hostesses

served a delicious salad plate Avith

coffee.

AIrs. Walter Coppedge,

Reporter.

Report of Treasurer of North

Carolina Women

Following is the Quarterly Report

of the Treasurer of the North Caro-

lina FelloAv.ship of Congregational

I'liristian Women

:

Quarter Ending December 15, 1955.

EECEIPTS

Women's Socities.

AlI.emnrlo $44.40

Aiiu'lia 14.18

Aiiti(K-h (B) 13.00

Apple s Chapel 88.09

Asheboro 99.03

Belews Creek ; . 37.50

Berea 20.00

Bethel 18.00

Bethlehem (A) 30.10

Bethlehem (W) 9.55

Burlington, Beverly Hills 27.44

Burlington, First Church . 491.40

Burlington, Lakeview Com-
munity 15.00

C'a i-olina 5.00

Chapel Hill 101.35

Church of Wide Fellowship 120.75

Coueorfl 28.25

Damascus 25.00

Danville, Va., Third Ave. 51.74

Durham 120.75

Elon College Community . 247.66

Flint Hill (E) \.. 16.25

Ether 12.00

Fuller's Chapel 25.00

Gibsonville 13.30

Grace's Cliapel 11.75

Greensboro, Calvary 12.00

Greensboro, First Church . 222.88

Greensboro, Palm Street . 51.93

Hank's Chapel:

Lizzie Farrell Circle . . . 37.20

Edith Thrift Circle 25.20

Happy Home 47.00

Haw River 42.50

Hebron, A^a 17.00

Henderson 78.00

Ib'iidersonville 10.00

lli-h Point 47.50

Hines' Chapel 84.54

Ingram, Va 35.00

Kallam's Grove 7.50

Lebanon 19.00

Lee's Chapel 5.00

Lilierty, N. C 5.00

Lilierty, Vance 86.50
Long's Chapel 21.00

Monticello 66.66

M(. ore's Union 17.50

Mount Auburn 48.50

Mount Bethel 13.15

Mount Zion 8.00

Ne w Hope 36.00

New Lebanon 65.00

(Continued on page 13.)
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Youth at Work in the Church
Rev. John S. Gpiaves, Editor, Box 336, Elon College, N. C.

Youth Week Observance

Attention of all Youth Groups is

failed to National Youth Week, which

has been designated each year by the

United Christian Youth Movement

under the National Council of

Churches of Christ of America. Youth

Week is to be observed this year be-

ginning with Sunday, January 29th,

and ending with Sunday, February

5th.

The theme for consideration and

study on this special emphasis is

"Our Citizenship Under Christ." A
great deal of fine information and

progi-am materials have been assi-

milated and produced by the United

Christian Youth Movement.

All Youth Groups who obtained a

Youth Packet will find in this packet

material to be used for this special

weel^. Ineluded in the Youth Week
Packet are two church orders of wor-

ship which can be used for each Sun-

day during this period. In addition

wiil be found a aianual For Youth

Week, a guide for Worship Services

and a Radio Play entitled, "Chris-

tians First."

If additional copies of the Youth

Week Pacl^et are desired, they may
be had by writing the Rev. John S.

Graves or Miss Ruth Dunn at the

Southern Convention Office.

It is hoped that all of our young

people's groups will take advantage

of this week set aside each year to

afford a particular opportunity for

their witness.

Christmas at Pleasant Ridge

(WNC)

The Ju)iior Pilgrim Fellowship

group from Pleasant Ridge Congre-

gational Christian Church had a busy

Christmas Season. They fixed a box

of caiuied vegetables and fruit, nuts,

and candy for an elderly couple of

the church. They also decorated a

Christmas tree and gave it to the

couple.

On Christmas morning the group

opened Sunday school with a short

worship service for the entire church.

Mrs. Robert Burgess was organist.

The call to worship, Isaiah 9 :6-7, was

read by Franklin Allrcd. The con-

gregation sang "Joy to the World,"

and rieanette Dunn led in prayer.

As Charles Ilodgin placed a creche

before thp congregation, Jane Craven
introduced the play. The actors

portrayed the figures in the creche.

Mary was Evon Cox; Joseph, Wil-

liam Brown; Balthazzar, King of

Ethiopia, Milton Grose; Caspar, King
of Tarsus, William Beane

;
Melchior,

King of Arabia, Gene Joyce; Shep-

herds, T. J. Chaney, Ernest Hill and
Doyle Allred; Angel, Patricia Rich-

ardson. As the play ended, Toni Cox
put away the creche. Martha Cox
read Luke 2:1-20 and the congrega-

tion sang "Silent Night, Holy
Niglit."

The play pointed out that we should

]vnow why we place the creche at

Christmas time. In the holiday at-

mosphere of the house, the mood of

devout Christmas spirit should have

meaning for us all. We should pre-

pare ourselves to receive God's great

gift to men, Jesus Christ.

Mrs. J. C. Newell,
Counselor.

News From Bethlehem

(Nansemond)

The Youth Fellowship of the Beth-

lehem Christian Church has been

divided into two groups: a Senior

and Junior group. Ours is the Senior

group.

S'o far we are doing very well as a

new organization. We are respon-

'-il)]e for tlie choir on the fourth Sun-
days and we are very proud to re-

l^ort that we had a very nice Christ-

mas Service on December 25th.

On Wednesday, December 21st, we
\\ent ChristUTas Caroling with the

Junior group. We went to the homes
of all the members of our church who
are sick and shut-in and took each of

them a poinsettia.

At our last meeting, we decided to

give five dollars to the Christian j\tis-

sio)iary Association and ten dollars

for the Thank Offering.

We also collected thirty-two dol-

lars and fifty cents for our Work Day
for Christ.

All of us are looking forward to

feeding the Ruritan Club in January.

We are very proud of our leader,

Mrs. T. A. Pool, and we think she is

doing a wonderful job witli her eigh-

teen members.

Each one of "us from our Youth

Fellowship hope each of you had a

very Merry Christmas and will have

the Happiest of New Years.

Judy Edwards,
Reporter.

New Filmstrip Available

"A Thne to Build Up," a new
filmstrip, sequel to "Good Voice and

Grandmother River," is now avail-

able from the Southern Convention

Office, Box 336, Elon College, N. C,
free except for postage one way. It

tells of the Settlement of these Itidian

Americans as they moved from the

lowlands which were to be flooded by

a new dam. If you have used "The
Good Voice," you may wish to use

the ne^y one to see what has been done

for our Indian American neighbors

in North Dakota.

Ruth II. Dunn, Director,

Visual Aids.

* * 0? * *

Important Notice

The presidents, secretaries and ad-

visors of all of our youth groups are

asked to forward to Rev. John S.

Graves items of news and interest

relative to their local groups.

Many times groups have special

programs and projects which, if they

Avere known to other groups, would

prove to be most helpful. Every

grou]i is interested in the programs

and activities of other young people

within the church. Please forward

this information that others may
share with interest the work you are

doing.

A LETTER FROM THE CHANGS.
(Continued from page 3.)

plus the enthusiasm of these students

gave each one of us a great challejige

on the personal responsibility to the

Gospel of Christ.

Timothy will be concentrating on

French and German to meet the re-

quirements of his
'

' last ? !

! " degree

besides worlcing with young people

at First Community Church every

Sunday morning and evening. I'll

be working full-time and attending

night school for extra credits.

Before I close, Timothy and I

would like to thank the Southern Con-

vention and friends in the Southern

Convention for their most generous

wedding gifts to us. We have found

these gifts useful now and in the

future, too.

Sincerely yours,

Annabeli,e & Timothy Chang.
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Refugee Family Marks First

Christmas Here

A Dutch family, political refugees

from Indouesia, a,rrived iu the Unit-

ed States Just m time to celebrate

their first Christmas iu their new
home iu Buffalo, New York.

i\Ir. aud I\Irs. Dirk De Ruyter and

their three young sons were among'

tlie earliest arrivals in this country of

the special quota of 17,000 Dutch

nationals who may enter the United

States under the Refugee Belief Act

of 1953.

Arrangements for their entry wer.?

made through Church World Service,

international relief wing of the Na-

tional Council of Churches. Their

sponsor was Mrs. Franklin D. Roose-

velt.

The saga of the family's trip to

this country began many months ago

M'hen JMrs. De Ruyter wrote to ^Irs.

Roose^-elt telling her they had named

their youngest son Franklin Delano

in honor of her late husband and of

their desire to start life anew in the

Tlnited States. ^Mr. De Ruyter had

operated his own service station and

transport company in Indonesia until

1953 when the family was forced to

flee the country as political refugees,

following the declaration of Indone-

sian independence.

The New York State Governor's

Commission for the Refugee Relief

Act helped secure a job for Mr. De
Ruyter as a machinist. The Buffalo

Counciil of Churches arranged hous-

ing for them and collected toys for

the children and cash gifts of $200

as Christmas gifts from the church

people of the community.

Church World Service, through its

35-member I'rotestant and Orthodox

communions is eng-aged in securing as-

surances for at least 2,000 more of

these Dutch families eligible to enter

the country before the Refugee Relief

Act expires on December 31, 1956.

—Religious Newsiveekly.

THE DANGERS OF BIBLIOL-
ATRY.

(Continued from page 6.)

Biblical Treasury" or to those who

rightly prize "The Book of Books."

What religious value for modern folk

can there possibly be in the gruesome

recountings of the wholesale murder-

ings by the Israelites of "all the men,

women, children and suckling babes"

of the Jebuzites, the Hittites, the

Moabites, the Amalikites, the Canan-

ites, the Midianites, and all the other

enemy "ites"? And yet these hide-

ous recountings are given as if it all

were the ordering of God tliat these

other members of God's Family of

Nations should be exterminated from

the face of the eartli. All such data

is absolutely Avithout inspirational

value to any seeker after divine guid-

ance. It is not strange that many
honest people in our enlightened age

ha^-e with great confusion wondered
how such portions of the' Old Testa-

ment Avere ever included in the Bible.

Merely to show "the Pit from whence

we have been digged '

' is not sufficient

reason. We should all realize that

the Old Testament books were select-

ed out of a much larger list of Juda-

ist writings by the leaders of Juda-

ism many years before Christianity

came upon the scene. Christian lead-

ers selected the books that were to be

included in the New Testament. And
though many of the Psalms contain

marvelous inspiration for faith, no

intelligent person could claim inspir-

ational value for tlie imprecatory

Psalms just because they were writ-

ten by one of the Psalmists, or on the

grounds that they are in the Old

Testament.

Indeed, an abridgement of the Old

Testament to the size of the New
Testam(^nt or smaller, would be wel-

comed by many ardent lovers of the

Bible. Such an abridgement is long

o\'er-due.

One contentious and obstinate bib-

lioleter, with exploding rancor, dog-

matically eontended that all the books

in the Bible were equally inspired.

But when he Avas "put on the spot"

with the pertinent question: "If you

had to spend the rest of your life

alone on a desolate island, having

your choice of only one of two books

of the Bible to take Avith you—and if

those two books Avere Leviticus and

The Gospel of Saint John, Avhich of

the two books Avould you choose?"

He impetunusly replied: "That's

simple. The Gospel of Saint John, of

course. What good Avould the book

of Leviticus do anybody in such a

plight?" That illustration speaks

volumes

!

There have been literally thousands

of sincere souls Avho have lost their

Avay in their pilgrimage of faith in

trying to square parts of the Old

Testament A\'ith the Christian idea of

"a loving God who is the loving

Heavenly Father of all mankind"
and Avho is "the same yesterday, to-

day and forever." Literally thou-

sands of sincere seekers after truth

have thus been confused and lost to

the Church down througli tlie years

because of the false and pernicious

claims of bibliolatry which they had

heard given by misguided leaders

Avithin the churches, leaders Avho Avere

in fact biblioleters leading uninform-

ed and misinformed folk astray. Hoav

different theii- reaction might have

been to the Bible, to the Church, and
to life, if they had known the truth

a1)out "hoAv Ave got our Bible," "Avho

Avrote it," and "Avhy it Avas written";

and if they had been told that the

authority of the Bible does not rest

upon any theory of its inspiration in

its making, but upon the truth it con-

tains about God, about man, and a-

bout life as it portrays the story of

man's advancement from thinking of

God as being a tribal deity concerned

only about one race (and with ques-

tionable ethical demands), to the un-

derstanding of God as the loving

Heavenly Father of all races and
haA'ing the liighest ethical demands.

That story reads like a thrilling ro-

mance ; and no intelligent person can

he indifferent to it—no person can

call himself educated who is unac-

quainted with the Bible aiul Avith its

"Greatest Story Ever Told" — the

story of man's climb toAvard God!

Literally thousands and hundreds

of thousands of good men and women
have been prejudiced against the Bi-

ble and against the Church forever

because of having been taught iu

childhood or in youth erronious no-

tions al)out "hoAV Ave got our Bible"

and "Avhat the Bible really is." And
then, Avhen later in life they read cer-

tain parts of tlie (^Id Testament, they

Avere confused by being unable to

harmonize those parts Avith the Chris-

tian idea of a loving God or Avith rea-

son and common-sense, and hence

resolutely discarded religion from

tlieir lives, indifferent to the Bible

and estranged from the Church, and

forever to be indifferent to its mes-

sage and its felloAvship—often to be

thought by church folk as being in-

different to thi' Churcli and to God
because of their sins, when the truth

has been that their indifference Avas

because of their misunderstanding of

tlie Bible. God have mercy upon

tl'.ose responsible for their misunder-

standing !

(To be concluded.)

There are two ways of attaining an

important end—force and perserver-

ance. Force falls to the lot only of

the privileged feAV, but austere and
sustained perseverance can be practis-

ed by the most insignificant. Its silent

[xiwci- gi'dws in-esistible witli lime.

—8wetchine.
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Sunday School Lesson
By Re\'. H. S. Hardcastle, D. D.

"Parables of Discipleship"

Lp:sson IV

—

January 22, 1956.

Memory Selection: "For whosoever

exalteth himself shall le ahased;

and he that humUeth himself shall

he exalted." Luke 14 : 11.

Background Scripture : Luke 14.

Devotional Reading : Matthew 10

:

24-42.

There are at least two aspects to

discipleship. In the first place a dis-

ciple is a learner. The word comes

from a Greek word meaning "to

teach." A disciple is one Avho has

learned from another, one who re-

ceives instruction from another, one

who comes to believe in the doctrine

or teaching- of his teacher. A disciple

of Jesus is one who learns from Jesus,

one who listens to Jesus, one who be-

lieves in the truth that Jesus teaches

him. And this teaching is life-long.

There is always something new to be

learned from the Master and his Holy

Spirit. The disciple of Jesus should

ever be eager to learn new truth.

In the second place, a disciple is

a follower, an adherent to the doc-

trine which he has learned. The dis-

ciple of Jesus not only learns from

Jesus ; he follows Jesus. He tries to

wallv in tlie light of the truth Avhieh

he receives from Jesus, his Teacher.

Discipleship thus means learning and

following, knowing and doing.

.Jesus Tells a Story.

Jesus was always telling stories to

illustrate the truth. He wanted to

impress upon his followers or disci-

ples the virtue of humility, of being

willins' to take second place, of re-

franing from seeking social prestige.

So he told the people a story.

It was the story of a man who was

invited to a wedding, and Avho went

in and sat down in the chief place.

The story grew out of Jesus' observa-

tion of what i-eally took place at

weddings and on other important

occasions. There was always a scram-

ble for the chief seats and the chief

rooms and the chief places. Then, as

now, protocol had to be considered.

What a had thing it was if somebody

was seated below somebody else at a

state dinner! There are hostesses in

Washington whose hair turns prema-

turely gray over this matter of pro-

tocol, of seeing that the guests are

sealed in the proper order and in the

proper places. To seat a Lieutenant

aboA'e a Captain would be an unpard-

onable sin,

Jesus saw the sham and the shame

of the whole thing. A true disciple

of h'"s will be humble, he will not be

a ]nisher or a social climber. He will

l)e willing to take an humble place at

a feast or banrjuet. Recognition will

come in due time. Such a spirit is

its own reward, and finds its own
reward. In due time, the proud are

brought low, and the humble are ex-

alted. Vanity is a cardinal sin, and

it has no place in the Kingdom. And
tliis does not put a premium on false

Inimility. But it is the meek who
shall inherit the earth.

Jesus Tells Another Story.

flesus told the first story to warn
against a false sense of importance

and to encourage a true sense of hu-

mility. He told the second story in

today's lesson to show the price of

forfeited privilege. It is the story of

a man who "threw a big party" and
who invited all of the important peo-

ple of the A'illage to it. The invita-

tions Avere properly delivered by the

servant, A\'ho reminded the folks at

the last minute that "all things are

now ready." But strangely enough,

nobody came. "They all with one

conse-nt began to make excuse." One
fellow had bought a piece of ground,

and he just had to go to take a look

at it. Another fellow had bought
some oxen, and lie just had to hook
tliem up and see how they would do

at the plow. And another fellow had
just been married, and he just could

not leave the dear girl at home, even
for one evening. The man who had
planned the party was behind the

eight ball, sure enough. Here he had
a lot of delicious food already prepar-

ed for a big crowd, and nobody came.

What could he do"?

?Ie ?alled liis servant to him and
told liim to go out on the streets and
invite the poor, the lame, the blind

and the halt to come to the party.

And they came
;
they came in droves.

It was probably the first chance they

had had for getting a good meal in a

long time. But even after these folks

were in the banquet hall, there was
still room, and the servant went out

into the alleys and almost dragged

folks into the great supper. It must

have been a great sight to see that

nondescript crowd, some of them in

rags and tags, sitting at the gaily

decorated and heavily loaded tables,

going to it ! The big guy who was
giving the party must have had a lot

more fun out of the thing than if the

folks first invited had come.

Wliat did Jesus mean by this sim-

])le story ? It was a graphic portray-

al of forfeited privilege, of spurned

opportunity. It was leveled first at

the JeAvs and the Jewish nation. God
had spread before them a feast of

good things in the teachings of his

Son, and the principles of the King-

dom. But they had spurned and re-

jected it. And God's grace would be

bestowed on the Gentiles and other

peoples. This, of course, became lit-

erally and tragically true later in

the history of the Early Church. Go-

ing first to the Jews, the gospel was

uniformly rejected, and Paul and the

other Apostles turned to the Gentiles.

It was as the Prologue of John says,

"He came unto his own, and his own
received him not."

Here, too, is the old, old, and the

CA'er-new custom of making excuses."

"They all with one consent, began to

make excuses.
'

' Ask people why they

do not come to church, and listen

(with a straight face, if you can) to

their excuses : "I don 't like the new

preacher"; "The church is full of

hypocrites"; "My parents made me

go to church when I was young";

"The church is always asking for

money"; "I have to work all the

week, and I 'm too tired on Sunday '

'

;

"I have so much to do around the

house " ; "I can worship God at home

as well as in the church"; "I ca,n

worship God on the golf course, or

along the trout stream, or in the

woods"; "A guy in the church gave

me a bad deal " ;
" I am as good as the

folks who go to church"; "I listen to

the radio (or look at television) and

hear a good sermon
'

'
; and so on ad

infinitum, and it might be added ad

nauseam. Some of these excuses sound

mighty thin and weak to us. One

wonders hoAV they sound to God. The

fact is that in most cases it is simply

a matter of having lost the appetite

for God. A fellow who is so good at

making excuses is usually better at

that than at any other business.

Based on "International Sunday School

Lessons;" Copyrighted 1954 by Division of

Christian Education, National Council of the

Churches in the U. S. A.

Those who hope for no other life

are dead even in this—Qoethe.
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EVANGELISM IN A NEW
CHURCH.

(Continued from page 5.)

one is responsible for redirecting' a

life that was lost.

After Easter what then ? Our pro-

gram goes on ! Each sermon, each

class, each visit must keep reflecting

the act of recuriting and feeding of

sheep.

So there it is—our program of

Evangelism. Not just an occasion

but an attitude which finds numer-

ous occasions for aceomplishino' t)ie

greatest mission on earth, the win-

ning of souls to be partners with God.

Your interest and help in this great

task convinces me of your acceptance

of the opportunity to be an Evange-

list.

Respectfully yours.

Carl Wallace, Pa.'^for.

The Eutaw Comnmnity Church.

A LETTER FROM MARATHI
MISSION.

(Continued from page 8.)

my Avife and our son to all the mem-
bers of the Southern Convention, for

Christmas. We deeply appreciate the

interest shown by you all in us and

our Christian efforts in this area. We
thank all concerned for their prayers

and gifts for our work. We crave for

your continued support in this great

work for our Lord and Master. jNIay

God bless you all.

Faithfully yours,

Prakash S. Bhonsle.

CHURCH WOMEN AT WORK.
(Continued from page 9.)

Oak Level 13.00

Pfafftown 19.25

Pleasant Hill 50.00

Pleasant Grove, N. C. ... 22.35

Pleasant Grove, Va 30.57

Pleasant Ridge (G) 45.00

Pleasant Ridge (R) 31.10

Plymoutli 7.69

Pope's Chapel 16.00

Raleigh 65.50

Ramseur 36.40

Randleman 10.00

Reidsville 185.50

Salem Cliapel 45.00

Sanford 50.00

Shallow Ford 50.00

Sniithwood 10.00

Sophia 12.50

South Boston, Center 39.50

Spoon's Chapel 18.75

Tryon Cong. Church of

Christ 250.00

Turner's Oliapel 41.09

Turner's Chapel, Lee Red-

ding Circle 20.00

Union Grove 7.50

Union Ridge 82.25

Union, Va 37.00

Winston-Salem 40.00

Zion 5.00

4,064.00

Young People.

Ingram, Va $ 5.70

5.70

Junior Societies.

Durham $ 9.03

Elon College Community . 17.75

Greensboro, First 12.95

Hank's Cliapel 5.00

Henderson 9.00

Ingram, Va 1.40

55.13

Cradle Roll.

Durham $ 6.66

Elon College Community . 5.00

Greensljoro, First 12.95

Ramseur 5.00

Reidsville 10.00

39.61

Miscellaneous.

(
'< nference Offering at

Durham for Woman's
sift .$142.65

142.65

Total receipts 4,307.09

DISBURSEMENTS.
I'nited Church Women,
World Community
Day Offerings $ 46.70

Dept. of United Clmrch

Women, N. C. Council 50.00

Dept. of United Church

Women, Va. Council 5.00

Treasurer of Youtli Fel-

lowship 5.70

107.40

The "Devotions" of the Athenians

i^ecoud of Second Series

By Dr. Luther A. Weigle.

The translation of Paul's speecli at

Athens, as contained in the King
James Version, began with two mis-

leading expressions (Acts 17:22'-23).

Paul did not insult his audience by
calling them "too superstitious;" he

won a sympathetic hearing, and laid

a foundation for his appeal, by say-

ing "I perceive that in every way
you are very religious."

The statement, "as I passed by
and beheld your devotions," wliich

the King James Version attributes to

him, implies that he beheld a group
of Athenians engaged in the act of

worship. But this is not implied by

the Greek, which is correctly trans-

lated by the revised versions, "as I

passed along and observed the objects

of your worship."

The Greek word sehaama, "object

of worship," is used in one other

passage (II Thessalonians 2:2-4)

where the King James Version re-

fers to "the son of perdition, who
opposeth and exalteth himself above

ii/xpense or i* all Lont. !^ 21.74

Supplies, Report Book . 24.30

Conference Speaker . . . 10.00

Conference Panel Mem-
10.00

Travel Expenses, Mrs.

- 5.00

Literature for New So-

4.80

Study Books for Review-

7.25

Expense of Fall Board
56.90

Expense of the Presi

dent ... 26.00

Lxpense of Interdenomi-

national Cooperation

29.71

Expense of Literature

Chairman 3.00

Kxjteuse of the Secre-

7.39

Expense "f District

8.18

Women's Fellowship of

The Soutliern Conven-
tion for:

Thank Offering $1,722.33
Life Membersliips . . . 20.00
Memorial 10.00

Woman's Gift 142.65
Cliristian Orplianage

. 10.00
RacliaJiyapnram School 9.00

Missions, General . . . 2,071.44

3,985.42

Total disl)ursements $ 4,307.09

Respectfully submitted,

Susie V. Allen,
Treasurer.

all that is called God, or that is wor-
shipped

; so that he as God sitteth in

the temple of God, shewing himself
that he is God." That is a str:ingely

confusing translation. The first

"God" should not be capitalized; the

expression "as God" is a gloss or

copyist's insertion which does not
appear in the ancient manuscripts;
and "shewing himself" means "pro-
claiming himself." The Revised
Standard Version reads: "The son of

perdition, who opposes and exalts

himself against every so-called god or

object of worship, .so tliat he takes

his .seat in the tenipk- of God, i)r()-

claimiiig himself to be God."

Philanthropy

It is an old saying, that chai'ity

begins at home; but this is no reason

it should not go abroad ; a man should
live with the world as a citizen of the

world ; he may have a preference for

the particular quarter or square, or

even alley in which he lives, but he
should have a generous feeling for

the Avelfare of the whole.

—

Cumberland.

"THE LIVING WORD '
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The Christian Orphanage
John G. Truitt, Supervntendent

Dear Friends

:

How 1 wish I eould see each one

of you and thank you personally for

the g-ood reports we have had each

week durino; the past year! We have

worked hard here, and you have ffva.-

eioiTsly responded. The year before

this past one we collected in our

months of November and December

^^23,196.03. This past period of No-

vember and December we tried for

,*2r)^000.00 and reached $23,605.41.

Wasn't that just wonderful! Thanks,

thanks to everyone of yon for help-

inii' us to reach our <ioal and to go

i)\ei' the top. Total for tlie year of

]9r)5 was $71,900.21.

The churches sent in throuo'h the

(V)nvention Office $28,588.62.^ The

remainder, $43,411.59, came from

otlier sources. Some of it came from

members of our churches and has

been accredited to their respective

churches. A goodly portion came

from many friends and enterprises

outside our denomination.

NoAv, fu.rthermore, let me speak

endearingly and descriptively and

add gratefully that the sum of $1,-

323.04 came from "Yankee Congre-

gationalists. " I appreciate this very

much and I feel sure that there are

many good friends in our cliurches

across the United States who. if tliey

knew the fine spirit of our worlv and

its progressive measures, and of our

need, Avould be glad to share with us.

We ]u-av l or wisdom and guidance

to do a really good Christian service

for the childi'en who may come under

our care.

We at the orphanage thank you

for your help, and wish for all of

you a prosi)erous and ha])py New
Year.

John (j. Truitt,

Svperinfendeihf.

REPORT FOR DECEMBER 31, IQS.S.

Sunday School Monthly Offerings.

Amount 1)rought forward !li2.5,U91.39

Eastern N. 0. Conference:

Fayetteville $ 5.00

Henderson, Special 37.00

Henderson 289.00

Mt. Auburn S. S 29.43

Morrisville 7.60

368.03

Eastern Va. Conference

:

Cypress Chapel, Thanks-

giving $38.85

Dendron, Thanksgiving . . 14.10

Holland 539.00

Liberty Spring S. S 10.00

Liberty Spring 203.00

Newport News 277.00

Rosemont, Special 60.00

Portsmouth, Shelton Mem. 10.00

Union (So.) ,
Thanksgiving 72.00

Wakefield 45.95

Waverly 50.00

Windsor S. S 10.00

1,329.90

N. C. and Va. Conference:

Apple's Chapel $41.00

Bethel, Thanksgiving 7.10

Burlington, First 125.00

Elk Spur 6.00

Greensboro, First 56.72

Greensboro, First, Thanks-

giving 200.10

Lebanon 73.00

Mt. Zion S. S 13.24

Reidsville S. S 50.00

Tryon 50.00

Lynehl)urg 6.50

62S.66

Western N. C. Conference:

Asheboro $15.00

Ether, Thanksgiving 16.50

Flint Hill (M) 20.00

Pleasant Gross S. S 8.68

60.18

Virginia Valley Conference:

Dry Run S. S., Thanksgiv-

ing $ 30.00

Ijinville S. S., Thanksgiv-

ing 32.25

Newport S. S 25.41

Timber Ridge 25.00

Winchester S. S 10.00

Winchester 62.80

185.46

Individual—Raljili Foushee, Ashe-

]Hn-o, N. C 25.00

Total $ 2,597.23

Grand total $28,588.62

Special Offerings.

Amount brought forward $41,334.64

Philathea Class, Suffolk

Christian Church $ 5.00

Beacon Ave. Cong. Chris-

tian S. S., Columbus, Ga. 7.12

ISlew Hope Christian Ch.,

Roanoke, Ala 9.65

Vaneeville S. S., Tifton,

Ga 3.00

Henry V. Harman, Haw
River, N. 0 2.00

Pisgah Con. Christian Ch.,

Ala 15.00

'IMianksgiving Offering:

Antioch Cliristian Cli.,

E. Va, Cong 16.88

( hristmas Offerings:

Zimmerman Lumber Co.,

Burlington, N. C. ... 100.00

Mr. & Mrs. V. E. Rawles,

Jr., Henderson, N. C. 25.00

Mr. & Mrs. J. E. Branch

& Dottie, Garner, N. C. 50.00

The Ladies' Sunshine

Class, Palm St. S. S.,

Greensboro, N. C. ... 50.00

Engineered Plastics,

Inc.. Gibsonville, N. C. 50.00

Circle II, Suffolk Chris-

tian Church 10.00

Mr. & Mrs. J. D. Strad-

er, Burlington, N. C. 150.00

Mr. & Mrs. Hubert L.

Beane, Asheboro, N.

C 10.00

Mr. & Mrs. O. G. Flem-
ing, So. Norfolk, Va. 100.00

Mr. & Mrs. J. C. Webb,
Suffolk, Va 10.00

W. Dennis Madry, Bur-

liington, N. c' 10.00

A Friend, Burlington,

N. C 10.00

The Earnest Workers'

Class, Monticello Ch. . 12.00

Mrs. Annie Ruth Stin-

son, Winston-Salem,

N. C 25.00

Miss Mickey Tuttle,
Winston-Salem, N. C. 25.00

Mr. & Mrs. J. H. Alford,

Tarboro, N. 0 20.00

(Continued on page 15.)

MEMORIAL GIFTS
"Instead of Flowers"

Dr. John G. Truitt

Christian Orphanage
Elon College, N. C.

Dear Dr. Truitt:

Please acknowledge the enclosed $ a memorial gift

sent to the Christian Orphanage in lieu of Howers in memory of:

(Name of Deceased) (City) (D»te of Death)

( Survivor to be Written ) ( Addreaa

)

Name

Address
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In Memoriam

VANN.

Wliereas, Gorl has in his infinite love

seen fit to call to his reward our friend and

member, Otha Lee Vann on Friday, Septem-

ber 2, 1955, and we as a church, wish to

record our appreciation and sorrow in our

loss.

Therefore, be it resolved

:

That the Holy Neck Congregational Chris-

tian Church has lost one for whom it mourns.

That we commend to the love and care of

God, his wife and children, praying that in

their sorrow they may find peace and com-

fort in God's love.

We desire that a copy of this token of

our appreciation be sent to his wife, a copy

placed on the church records, and a copy sent

to The Christian Sun for publication.

Mrs. HAEVEY WOERELL,
Mrs. EMMETT PILAED,
Mrs. W. JOHN NORFLEET, SE.

KEY.

Mrs. Nettie B. Cockman Key, aged 64, of

Eoute 1, Star, N. C, died in a hospital in

Asheboro, October 23, 1955. She had been
ill for one week.

Mrs. Key is survived by her husband,
John E. Key; five daughters, Mrs. Harvey
Britt of Greensboro, Mrs. Clyde Hussey of

Bobbins, Mrs. Herman Humble of Ashe-
boro, Mrs. Wilburn Scott of Greensboro, and
Mrs. Lindo Brewer of Eobbins; five sons,

the Rev. Carl E. Key of Durham, Astor of
Eobbins, J. Athus of Greensboro, Graham
of Greensboro, and Noah of Asheboro; 21
grand-children and one great-grandchild;
two sisters, Mrs. Mitchell Davis of Robbins,
and Mrs. Walter Hasty of High Point ; two
brothers, Noah, and Gonslee Cockman both
of Rockingham.

Mrs. Key was a member of Brown's
Chapel Christian Oliurch near Robbins. The
funeral was held at Brown's Chapel, October
25, by the Rev. John Q. Pugh. Internment
was in the church cemetery.

LAST (!HANCE.
(Continued from page 7.)

it will ever be again ; and that is not
very near. What is to be done?
Yonder, slowly the rope comes back.

If you lose this chance the next will

be worse. There is less hope if you
loose this chance. He braced himself

for the .spring: he leaped, and laid

hold of the rope ; and he nigh fainted

on the ledge as he bound himself

again firmly to the rope to be swung
up.

Christ has been near you, perhaps
many a time nearer to you than lie

has been this night—I do not deny
that—but this is God's truth that

Christ is nearer to you now than he

ever will be again. If you let him go

there is less chance, less hope for you
tomorrow than to night.

—John Robertson.

THE CHRISTIAN ORPHANAGE.
( Continued from page 14.

)

Eugene Neu, Cliarlotte,

N. C 10.00

D. H. Howell, Suffolk,

Va 5.00

Mrs. Vallie M. Myrd,

Durham, N. C 35.00

Mr. & Mrs. M. W. Mc-

Pherson, Burlington,

N. C 25.00

T. M. Stroud, Sr.,

Greensboro, N. O. ... 5.00

Rev. J. A. Henderson,

Henderson, N. C. ... 15.00

Maj. & Mrs. Marvin J.

Wood, A. P. O., N. Y. 20.00

Smith Electric Repair

Co., Burlington, N. C. 50.00

Mr. & Mrs. E. L. Wil-

liamson, Charlottes-

ville, Va 5.00

Mrs. E. B. Eawles, Suf-

folk, Va 5.00

Cyrus Shoffner, Liberty,

N. C 5.00

Mrs. Bertha J. Boyce,

Winchester, Va 10.00

Dr. Wm. H. Stratford,

Winter Park, Fla. . . 50.00

Celanese Corp. of Amer-
ica, Burlington, N. C. 25.00

Coble Hardware Co.,

Burlington, N. C. ... 150.00

Mrs. C. E. Newman, Vir-

gilina, Va 5.00

D. L. Boone, Durlinm

Christian Church . . . 50.00

A. L. Owen, Smithfield,

Va 10.00,

R. C. Craven, Grcens-

l.)oro, N. C 100.00

Primary Class, First,

Cong. Christian Ch.,

Randleman, N. C. ... 9.00

South Cong. Ch. Wom-
en's Association, New
Britain, oonn 5.00

Clyde W. Eudd, Greens-

l)Oro, N. 0 25.00

Mr. & Mrs. Lyman E.

Brothers, Suffolk, Va. 25.00

Percy Smith Newport
News, Va 10.00

Truitt Bible Class,

Greensboro, First Ch. 10.00

Mr. & Mrs. J. L. Owens,
Suffolk, Va 50.00

Mr. & Mrs. Harry E.

Ollerhead, Warwick,
Va 50.00

Mr. & Mrs. E. P. W.
Seaman, Henderson,

N. C 50.00

. Jl. iVlL._CjWell, UT.j DUl-

lingtoii, In . O QAA AA
.iUtl.UU

Dr. & Mrs. Charles Ruwls
& i: amiiy, ounoiK:, va. .1.00

AVilling" Workers and
Friendship Classes,

Ouklaiid diurcli on nn

Ill Memory of Earl Gordon

10.00

In Meniory of Earl Gordon
7 rn

In Meniory of Earl Gordon
Mai one, »Jr

AA
.5.00

lu Mcniory of Earl Gordon
Malone, Jr 1.1.00

In Meniory of Earl Gordon
2o.00

In Meniory of Earl Gordon
Malone, Jr 5.00

In Memory of Earl Gordon
Malone, Ji 5.00

In Memory of Earl Gordon

.).00

T A/r ' ^ -c^
'

\
'n ' V

'

in memory oi Earl Gordon

10.00
111 ATpTYI nT*\7' P-ii'l nm-.l/in

In Memory of Dr C E
Newman 5.00

In Memory of Mrs. Ada
Adkins 25.00

In Memory of Dr. Frank
H. Lewis ^ 10.00

ftpedal Gifts 85.00

1,977.15

Grand total $4.3,311.79

Total for the week $ 4,574.38

Total for the year .$71,900.21

REPORT FOR JANUARY 4, 1956.

Sunday School Monthly Offerings.

(No Report This Week)

Special Offerings.

Chester H. Roth Co., Inc.

(interest) .$15.00

Mrs. Iris H. McEwen Mc-
Crary, Burlington, N. C. 300.00

Martha & Spencer Love
Foundation, Greensboro,
N. C 250.00

In Memory of Earl Gordon
•Malone, Jr lO.OO

In Meniory of Earl Gordon
Malone, Jr 5.00

Special Gifts 283.08

863.08

Total for the week $ 803.08

Total i'or tlie year $ 863.08

Dates to Remember
1956

January 30-

Fcbniary 2 Mid-Winter Meeting

Buck Hills Falls, Pennsylvania

May 1-3 Centennial Session of the Southern Convention

Union Ridge Congregational Christian Church
Route 2, Burlington. North Carolina

June 20-27 General Council of Congregational Christian Churches
Omaha, Nebraska
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"What Can One Do?"
Last Sermon of THE LATE REV. ROBERT LEE HOUSE, Editor of

The Christian Sun and Minister of the Church of Wide

Fellowship, Southern Pines, North Carolina

"What are they among so many?"—John 6:9.

We are confronted with the helplessness of

the individual. It is one of the perrennial

problems of society. The individual has a feel-

ing of inadequacy, he is lost in the crowd as

life becomes complex and impersonal.

Today we need a new Declaration of In-

dependence. We have found cooperation to

be advisable and choose it as a rule of life. In

Christian democracy all mastery of life is not

taken away. Freedom, which may be limited,

prevails daily on every hand. Each of us is

a free moral agent within reasonable limits,

and some self-imposed limits help us to be-

come creative and victorious.

January is a great time for preaching. The
year lies before us. Let us take heart in new
beginnings. As we begin the New Year, what

can one lone individual do?

1. He can listen intently to the best; turn

a deaf ear to idle gossip; listen and learn

from elders; give an ear to those who
differ; enrich his soul by listening.

2. He can think and study profoundly:

Public opinion is the sum total of pri-

vate opinion. First think, then voice

opinions after study, investigation and

meditation.

3. Each individual can keep an open mind.

A closed mind is the stronghold of tyr-

anny and a foe to progress. Closed

minds crucified the Saviour wiio came

to bless the world.

4. He can read widely.

We have access to the news of the world

as no other generation had. We have

much to read and in our free land it is

uncensored. By turning to books in the

church, library or bookmobile we can

find the wisdom and thinking of men
through the centuries.

5. One individual can spend wisely.

We produce what we buy. Every man
can patronize the good or the evil. We
can create markets for that which is best.

If we spend wisely, we will give regu-

larly and generously to our church. Our
money, like the loves and fishes can help

feed the multitude.

6. Live magnanimously.

Every American has the opportunity to

make democracy work. It is easy to

practice the Golden Rule. We should

defend the right of minorities. It was

the Lord's command that we go the

Second Mile in helpfulness.

7. Let each church member cooperate.

The officers of this church have just

been installed. Let them cooperate with

the members to the best advantage of

the church.

8. Be the Leaven versus the Lump.

So few of us want to be the leaven—we
want to be the lump! We want to be

the whole, the it, the all! Each should

be content with being God's leaven.

9. Labor and pray unceasingly.

It is the birthright of man to do God's

toil. It is a gift to each of us to be able

to pray for, not just ourselves and our

families, but for others. Our greatest

joy will be found in laboring.

10. God will bless the individual's efforts.

You should exercise your birthright as

an immortal soul.

I knew a minister in Richmond, Dr. John

McLain, who had a dream about the bombed
city of Hiroshima. He preached a sermon one

Sunday morning about building a hospital

there. His suggestion went to the newspaper,

and from his dream grew no a hospital but

the International Christian University in Ja-

pan. The women of this church and of our

Convention gave their "Thank Offering" to its

work last year. It was the dream of one, lone

individual.

Even in an atomic age, there is greater

power which dwells in the hearts of men of

faith.
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The Church Must Make a

Difference

T SHOULD like to see our denomination have the reputa-

tion of being outstandingly community minded; con-

cerned for a strategic churching of the city and the country-

side; an advocate for slum clearance and soil conservation;

a spokesman for the dignity of labor and the sanctity of

the soil; enemy of juvenile delinquency wherever it exists;

loyal supporter of the public schools and all other agencies

making for community health; articulate in praise of good

government and in denouncing flagrant dishonesty and cor-

ruption. The list is merely illustrative. What I am saying

is that the Church must be vital, must make a difference,

must be informed, bust be intelligent, must bear witness.

For we shall commend ourselves to the commimity by what

we are—not by what we claim to be.

—Stanley U. North
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N-E'W-S B'R-I-E-F-S

Dear Brother Minister, Church Re-

porter, Sunday School Superinten-

dent or others who might be interest-

ed : shall we take this head, "News
Briefs," out of our church paper?

It is rather useless, unless someone

sends in the briefs. What do you

think?

Stronger Religion-Ethics Ties

Are Forecast

Top business, labor and farm lead-

ers have predicted Americans will

rely increasingly upon their Chris-

tian faith in solving their day-to-day,

on-the-job problems during the com-

ing year.

The strengthened interest in relig-

ion and practical ethics is forecast in

a spot-check poll by the National

Council of Churches and Economic

Life Week, January 15-21.

A summary review of responses in-

dicates general agreement with C. G.

Parker, president of the National As-

sociation of Manufacturers, in bis

belief that "our country is turning

to God in increasing numbers in the

search, for guidance and coura,ge to

meet the problems of economic life

which come to all of us."

Labor leader Walter P. Reuther,

president of the United Auto Work-
ers, noted that while some progress

was made last year, the United States

still has a long way to go. "Too
many well - meaning people in high

places still pay lip service to lofty

ideals but fail to apply them in day-

to-day activities," he commented.

Varying recommendations as to the

right path economic leaders can take

were offered by several industry lead-

ers. Marshall Field, Jr., publisher

of the Chicago Svn-Times, urges a

constant striving to put the golden

rule into economic practice.

Twentieth Century - Fox movie -

maker Darryl Zanuck thinks leaders

"ought to set an example of tolerance

in human relations" in their respec-

tive industries.

Charles E. Wilson, chairman of the

board of W. R. Grace & Company,
asserts that businessmen will get no-

where in their search for ethics un-

less they first recognize that "the
blessings we Americans enjoy are un-

questionably God-given. Universal

dependence upon the Fatherhood of

God and the brotherhood of man will

reduce the selfishness which mini-

mizes . . . the potential progress of

our blessed American system."

George Meany, president of the

newly merged AFL-CIO, points out

tliat organized labor is devoted to im-

pro\'ing the conditions of the nation's

workers "in accordance with basic

religious and ethical principles.
'

' He
cited specific tenets in his organiza-

tion's constitution which attack race

creed discrimination, corruption in

ujiioiis, and encourage movements for

needed social legislation.

Farm leader Herschel D. Newsom,
master of the National Grange, thinks

leaders in the nation's economic life

"by virtue of their frequent oppor-

tunity of expressing their views pub-

licly have a continuing responsibility

to help their fellow-citizens identify

present-day ethical issues and to de-

fine possible and practical standards

of ethical conduct."

Church and Economic Life Week
will be observed iu the churches of

the nation with sermons, prayers and
special mid - week adult discussion

groups. Various civic, business, la-

bor and farm organizations are also

expected to hold "business ethics"

discussion meetings. Charles P. Taft,

mayor of Cincinnati, Ohio, is chair-

the of the sponsoring National Co;in-

eil department and also chairman for

the national observance.

—

Religious

NcwsweeJdy.

Christianity has in it the elements

of its own destruction. When a man
becomes a true Christian, he becomes

industrious, trustworthy and pros-

perous. Now, if that man, whilst he

gets all he can and saves all he can,

does not give all he can, I have more
hope of Judas Iscariot than of that

man!

—

John Wesley.
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Laymen and the Church . . .

]. E. Danieley, Editor, Box 515, Elon College, N. C.

"Genuine Stewardship"

Procram for the Month.

Suggested Hymns : "The Church's

One Foundation," "Work, for the

Night Is Coming."

Suggested Scripture: St. Luke, ]2:

22-34.

Prayer: Our Heavenly Father, we
thank Thee again for every bless-

ing which Thou hast given us. Ac-

cept the commitment of our lives,

all we now have, are, or hope to be

to be used solely in Thy Service.

Amen.

Meditation: Genuine Stewardship.

Christian Stewardship to my way
of thinldng can be the salvation of

mankind. In the New Testament,

Christ made many references to stew-

ardship in its various forms and 1

believe that the very foundation of

Christian living is found in the kind

of stewardship "Our Master" exem-

plified in his own life.

Stewardship is not just sharing

some of our material possessions with

the Lord but sharing with him our

special talents and abilities as well.

Too often many of us go to church

on Sunday morning, put a few pen-

nies into the offering plate and feel

that we are doing something for God.

Nothing could be further from the

truth. God does not want just a part

of us; he wants all of us. He wants

us to use ail of our special abilities

and talents to further the work of

the Kingdom here on earth. If we are

salesmen he wants us to go out and

sell others on the value of the church.

He wants us to go out and sell others

on the value of the church. He wants

us to go out and be fishers of men. He
wants us to live Christian lives so

that others may take strength from

us and become better Christians. I

feel that there is a staggering amount
of talent available in all churches

that is going to waste because men
have failed to realize the very power
and ability they have within their

selves that for the moment is unused.

Getting men to realize that they

have the potential and the ability

within themselves to make the world
we live in a peaceful one is not an
easy task. I know that anything
worth while does not come easy and
never will. Therefore, I feel it is

\\ oftli all of the time and energy that

Christian leaders can put forth to

get every Christian maji to use all of

his talent ability no matter how great

or how small to the end. That by do-

ing this the Kingdom of God will

truly inhabit the earth. How can

this be accomplished? I feel that if

one man in every Christian church

would dedicate himself to the task of

developing and training two men in

Christian Stewardship and having

those two men train two others we
would have, in a short space of time,

churches compossed of men who would
truly be stewards. The program
would take time and effort but with

God 's help it could be done.

I mentioned earlier that the giving

or sharing of our material posses-

sions with God is also a part of Chris-

tian Stewardship. It is difficult to

believe that there are thousands of

Christians who believe they are giv-

ing the Lord his rightful share when
in truth they are only tipping him.

When we pray "Our Father who art

in Heaven" we must really mean it

1 believe that God oAvns all and like

a captain of a ship, who must report

to the owners, we as captains of God 's

ship must report directly to God. The
woi'ld today has become too material-

listie for its own good. Too many
people put all of their faith in their

ability to make money and acquire

property. These individuals will

learn one day the hard lesson that

learning how to live as Christians and

learning how to share with others is

more important than placing their

faith in acquiring wealth and posses-

sions. Christ pointed this fallacy out

in his story of
'

' The Rich Fool.
'

'

I believe that Christian giving is an

educatio)ial process. Some people

learn almost at once its importance to

themselves and to the church. There

are others who learn the principle

over a period of a few years and some

who never do. I feel that dedicated

Christian leaders and teachers can

accomplish a great deal in the busi-

ness of teaching others to give by set-

ting an example to others. If we
have the will and the enthusiasm to

see the job through, it can be done.

I am an idealist in the sense that I

feel someday all Christian men will

learn to give proportionately to God
of their time, talents and possessions.

What a wonderful day it will be

Avhen all men become stewards of

God. It will mean an end to war and
the beginning of an era of peace. The
road ahead is steep , and rocky. There
are many detours along the way. It

will take courage, determination and
fortitude to accomplish our objective

but with God's help it can be and
must be done. This I Believe.

—Edivard J. Sickles, Jr.

Questions for Discussiori.

1. Why is stewardship most gen-

erally thoug'ht of only in terms of

money ?

2. What is real Christian steward-
ship.

3. How is the Old Testament Tithe

related to stewardship?

4. AVhen can a good steward feel

that he has given sufficiently?

5. What can be done now to im-
pro\e general stewardship of lay-

men ?

Special Note.

Edward J. Sickles, Jr., of Park
Ridge, New Jersey, was the author
of this meditation. Mr. Sickles, chair-

man of the Laymen's Fellowship for

the Middle Atlantic Conference which
includes New Jersey, Delaware, Mary-
land a)id Washington, D. C, is a
JMarketing Assistant for the Soeony
Vacuum Company in Newark, New
Jersey.

December Thirty-One

// tonight you got a grade,

As teachers give on class,

Would you get an A or B,

Or would you barely pass?

Hoiv about the good you've done,

Or friends whom yoxi have made,

What about the life you've lived,

Just what woidd be your grade?
Gone n-ow the year and there it lies

All finished on the shelf;

Say, did you think of otiier folks

Or only of yourself?

* # *

Let us make 1956 a happy year for

our families, our sons and daughters,

onr fathers and mothers, our friends

and neighbors. And let us increase

the circle of our concern, extend the

scope of our prayers, enlarge our
faith, and do an all round better job

at living our lives. Let us not forget

to ask God every day to help us to

measure up to our responsibilities,

and to respond intelligently to onr

opportunities. Let us have fun; and
faith in one another; and press for-

ward.

John G. Truitt.
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Editorial ...

The Ten Commandments and the Gospel
The Ten Commandments are the foundation

and the basis for the Mosaic Law. All Bible readers

are familiar with the story of how Moses received

the Ten Commandments from the hand of God
as Moses communed with God on Mt. Sinai. The
twentieth chapter of Exodus records the Command-
ments as Moses transmitted them to the Hebrews.

The record proceeds immediately to give a detailed

application of the Commandments to the events of

daily living.

Judaism, as a religion and as a theocratic gov-

ernment, is related to the Ten Commandments in

the same way that the laws and government of the

United States are related to the Constitution of the

United States. The Ten Commandments set forth

man's relationship and duty toward God, man's

duty toward his family, and his duty to his fellow-

men. They enjoin reverence for and obedience to

Jehovah. They are a safeguard for human life,

human property, and the dignity and worth of hu-

man personality.

Is obedience to the Ten Commandments as

binding upon the Christian as it was upon Moses
and the Israehtes.? jesus has given us the answer

to that question in unmistakable words. Jesus said,

as recorded in Matthew 5: 17, "Think not that I

came to destroy the law or the prophets; I came
not to destroy, but to fulfill.'' When the rich young
ruler came to Jesus enquiring what he must do to

inherit eternal life, Jesus told him to keep the

commandments. The ruler declared he had kept

them all his life and asked about anything else that

might be needed. Jesus told him to add a life of

loving service to his obedience to the command-
ments.

As we understand the teachings of Jesus, the

keeping of the Ten Commandments is absolutely

binding upon every Christian. The deliberate vi-

olation of any one of them, we believe, endangers

the spiritual life of a Christian. Furthermore, we
believe that the Ten Commandments are the min-
imum requirements for decent, safe and respectable

human living.

If the above assumptions are true, churches,

preachers and church school teachers need to do
something about the situation. As a beginning, it

might be well to hnd out whether or not the mem-
bers of our churches know the Ten Command-
ments. If the reader is the teacher of an adult

church school class, it might be an interesting ex-

periment for next Sunday morning to give each

member of the class a paper with spaces numbered
one to ten and ask for a listing of the command-
ments. If you try this test, please let us know how
many make a grade of 70.

There are two suggestions that every church

should take very seriously. The first is that no
pupil be permitted to pass the junior department

of the church school without learning the Ten Com-
mandments, their content and meaning. The sec-

ond is that the message of the church should make
it clear that the Ten Commandments were accepted

by Jesus as the foundation of his Gospel, and that

he summarized the commandments about duty

to God in what he called the first and greatest com-

mandment, and the duties to man in what he

called the second commandment.

Securing Teachers for the Church School
The securing of competent teachers for the

church school is a problem in most churches. It

seems to be equally difficult whether the church

be large or small. Many churches face the issue

only when there is an urgent need for teachers

that must be met immediately. The only thing

that can be done then is to accept anyone who will

volunteer or who can be pressed into service.

There must be a better way to secure teachers.

The need for good teachers is constant. Many
good church members say they would like to be a

teacher and would willingly undertake it, but they

are not prepared to teach. Then the solution to

the problem must be for churches to help prepare

church members to teach.

The first suggestion that comes to mind is

concerning the young people of the church who are

college students. The pastor may suggest that

wherever possible the student take a course in re-

ligious education. If the student returns from col-

lege to make a home in the community, the church

has a trained person as a possible teacher. Wher-

ever the student may go, there will be a need for

teachers in a church school.

In the average church it should be possible to

have a group of people in training to be teachers

in the church school. Such a group might be se-

cured by asking for volunteers and the number

increased by soliciting those who ought to be teach-

ers. Exalt church school teaching to its proper pro-
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portions! No church work is more important or

more richly rewarding to the person who does it

well.

Much good training for such a group can be

done by giving the members a wisely selected read-

ing course. One book should treat understanding

the Bible. Place a copy in the hands of each mem-

ber of the group, allow sufficient time for each

member to complete the study, and then arrange

for a series of discussions under the leadership of

a well-trained person, the pastor if no other can

be secured. Three, four or six books used in such

a way might well prepare the group to try to be

teachers.

We hold no brief for any particular method
by which to train teachers. What we are suggest-

ing is that church school teachers should be en-

listed now, that the best possible methods for their

training should be worked out, and that the actual

training be initiated immediately. If you do not

tliink much of this suggestion, then do much think-

ing about it, and suggest a better way of securing

teachers for church schools, and share it with

other churches through the columns of The Chris-

tian Sun.

The Answer Is God^^
IN THE WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA CONFERENCE

By REV. WINFRED BRAY
Pastor of Randleman Church

When we think about the impor-

tance of the 1956 Simnhaneous Evan-

srelistie Services and what this extra

effort can mean to our Congregation-

al Christian Clmrches in North Caro-

lina and A'irginia it makes us ask our-

selves this question,
'

' What different

ways can these services be of help
!

'

*

When I ask myself this question I am
reminded that I have been asked to

write a few paragraphs on what I

think these special efforts can mean

to the thirty-eight ehurclies in the

Western North Carolina Conference.

First of all, I Imow that there arr-

plenty of jiei-jple within the bounds of

thp thirty-eig'ht cluu'ch communities

who are not Christians and certainly

they need to be pointed to Christ.

This is one of the important missions

Avhich Christ has wanted his people to

KidtXTy out, but most of us have not

been doing our best Avork. So this is

a special opportunity which is given

to us to devote more time to this mis-

sion. If we will go into these services

wholeheartedly and with prayer T

feel sure that our Western Conference

will see many new people coming in-

to its churches.

So much could be said about the

need for people to experience that

change of heart which faith in Christ

will give them but we also need to

draw many of our church people to a

closer walk in doing the will of God.
I feel that ^\Q will see this done if we
all participate in this much needed

campaign. To accomplish our goals,

I knoA\' that our churches will have
to band together in prayer and be

more united in our work, But God
is our answer and through him we
can and will make thjtt a very sji.iC'Wi^'^-

fnl campaign.

Secondly, T believe T mentioned in

the previous paragraph that our

Western Conference Churches need

to be more United. I know, without a

shadow of a doubt, that this could be

said about all our five conferences

whicli go to make up our Southern

Coivention, but I had better stick to

my assigned topic. If we work to-

gether in this Sinuiltaneous Evange-

listic Campaign as our leaders in the

Southern Convention have suggested

that Ave do, I know our Churches,

ministers and members Avill become

more united. God intended for his

people to be united in doing liis Avork

and the fact that one church may not

have l)een AA orkii^g Avith the other in

a real Christian .spirit is certainly

not God's fiiult. I don't believe that

Ave all have beoi as united in our ef-

forts as Ave should have, so if you feel

the same Avav let's all confess our

faults and get doAvn to business.
'

' God 's Way is our AnsAver. '

'

Thirdly, A\e need to rekindle the

spirit of evangelism in our pidpits

and in the lives of our church mem-

l)ers. The preaching of the Gospel

of C'hvist is something Avhich the

chui'cJi Avas Fonud'nl upon many cen-

turies ago. And this means simply,

that Ave sliould be eA'angelistie in our

everyday living, and certainly this

talvcs in our church Avork. If Jesus

Christ has done something good for

you then don't you Avant your friends

to share witli you i)i liis ]o\e ? T knoAV

that the answer is God thi'ough

Christ not only for the Western North
< 'arolina Conference of the Congrega-

tional Christian Churches, but for

tlie whole world. We know that the

Scriptures say he carae as a governor,

and if Ave let hini govern our lives we
Avill not do Avrong.

Fourth, Ave need more members in

our churches in the Western Cf)nfer-

ence and please do not think I am
advocating churches membership as

being a sufficient thing to meet Christ

Avith, but I believe when a man or

Avoman is couA'crted to Christ he or

she Avill Avant to become a church

member. Of coui'se this too takes

some guidance from .those of us Avho

are already church members. We all

have plenty of Avork to do in our

clmrches and if Ave do it successfully

I feel sure this conference Avill add

many ncAV members to its churches.

Last, with new life coming to us

throiTgh the planning for this special

campaign, I feel that the Western

Conference is going to experience a

ncAV spirit of fellowship and co-opera-

tion which Avill make us much strong-

er Christians. So let us begin plan-

ning our Avork noAV and each church

have its representatives at the Ashe-

boro Congregational Christian Church

on February 9, 1956, from 12:00

noon-9 :00 p. m. for our Workshop on

Evangelism.

]\Iay God richly bless you and your

church in these Simultaneous Evan-

gelistic Services as Avell as throughout

the entire future. And just remember

that, "God is our AnsAver, " but we

must let him be first in our lives.

The World has its o\m idea of

blessedness. Blessed is the man who

is alAA^ays right. Blessed is the man
Avho is satisfied with himself. Blessed

is the man who is strong. Blessed is

the man who rules. Blessed is the

man Avho is rich. Blessed is the man
who is popular. Blessed is the man
who enjoys life. These are the Beati-

tudes of sight and this present Avorld.

It comes Avith a shock and opens a

new realm of thought, that not one

of these entered Jesus' mind Avhen

he treated of blessedness.

—Missions Council Calendar.
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The Dangers of Bibliolatry

By ROY C. HELFENSTEIN
Richmond, Virginia

Part II.

People have a right to know the

truth about "the making of the Bi-

ble" and about the basis of its au-

thority, as well as about how to read

it most profitably. They have a right

to know its true nature. They have

a right to know that the Bible is far

more than an encyclopedia of proof-

texts to be used in support of pet

theories and outworn dogmas and

doctrines. People have a right to ask

any sincere question about the Bible,

and to make any inquiries about it

they may wish.
'

' Where the spirit of

the Lord is, there is Liberty." The
task of Bible students is to learn the

background of the Bible—why the

individual books of the Bible were

written, why other books submitted

to be included were rejected, and to

recognize the relative morale social

and spiritual values of its 66 differ-

ent books—to prize the Bible for its

real worth, to recognize and appre-

ciate its high moral and spiritual

truths, and at the same time to recog-

nize that it is not all "pure gold"

—

that while the Old Testament con-

tains much that is "pure gold," that

it also contains much that is "dross"
;

much that is
'

' good wheat '

' and much
that is "chaif." The Bible student

seeks to know the difference. He ap-

preciates the fact that "The Bible"
and "The Word of God" are not

synonymous— that portions of the

Old Testament are "The Word of

God," while other portions are defi-

nitely not "The Word of God." It

contains portions where the devil

himself does the speaking.

We should prize the Bible above all

other books, not because we think the

Book in and of itself is supernatural,

but because parts of it point us to

"The Good Life" and to the God
who alone can empower us to obtain
'

' The Good Life
'

'
; and because parts

of it introduce us to Jesus Christ,

our only Lord and Saviour. But God
forbid that we should ever make an
idol of the Bible or worship the Bible

instead of worshipping the God whom
the New Testament presents to man-
kind. Christians should gladly face

the fact that really the New Testa-

ment c(mstitutes "The Christian Bi-

ble."

As intelligent Christians, we should

always be on our guard against bib-

liolatry in any and all of its forms;

against having the wrong under-

standing of and the wrong attitude

toward the Bible and against gener-

alizing in the use of its precepts.

Tlioughtful Christians rejoice in

tlie fact that the Bible is not perfect,

for if it were, then erring humans
would have so little in common with

it. Not all the Bible is "The Word
of God," nor is all of "The AVord of

God" found in the Bible. To those

"in tune M'ith the Infinite," to those

most like Jesus, God has been speak-

ing his Word down through the een-

tui'ies since the beginning of Christi-

anity.

Parts of the BilJe—not all of it-
contain "The Bread of Life" of

wliich, if a man eat he will never hun-

•gor; and parts of the Bible—not all

of it—are "The Water of Life" of

whicli if a man drink, he will never

thirst. The privilege and responsi-

bility of Christians is to recognize

that fact and to make the largest use

of those parts, that they may hide in

their hearts the salient truths of

those parts of the Bible—that they

"may not sin against God."

Thoughtful Christians are aware
of the fact that "The letter killeth,

but the spirit giveth life." They
know that their "sufficiency is from

God" and not from the Bible per se.

Bibliolatry is dangerous because it

is an enemy to Christianity and to

the unity of believers in Christ. It

causes people to put their theories

about the Bible at the center of their

thinking in the place of God. Bib-

lioleters— people who worship the

Bil)le— make erratic and senseless

claims about its origin and content.

They claim that all parts of the Bible

are equally inspired — that the Old

Testament is as much inspired as the

New Testament. They ignore and de-

ny the technical contradictions, the

inaccuracies, the contrary statements,

and the numerous discrepancies that

may be foimd in the Old Testament.

Of .-onrse these self-evident contra-

dictious, diserepaiicies and inaccura-

(i''.s ai'c of minor impoi-tance and are

fi-uly inconsequential, but for bibli-

oh'leis to ignore and deny that such

ar(> in the book emphasizes the fact

of their presence in the Bible and

thereby detracts from the book itself.

Biblioleters refuse to concede that

the different books of the Bible were

written by men who were human as

all men are human. They contend

that the Bible was Avritten by God
himself—that God was its author,

that he and he alone was responsible

for what was written and how it was

written—that the writers to whom
the various books of the Bible have

been attributed were but puppets or

automatons, and as such are unac-

countable for anything Avritten in the

original manuscripts which later be-

came the Bible.

Biblioleters completely overlook

the fact that Christians had no part

in the selection of the books that

found place in the Old Testament,

which Avas entirely determined by elil-

daists who wei'e bitterly opposed to

Christianity. They ignore the fact

that many of the books in both the

Old Testament and the New Testa-

ment Avere not the unanimous choice

of those determining the selections

made. Biblioleters entirely overlook

the fact that for man,y years there

was much heated and bitter contro-

A'ersy between the contending groups

responsible for making the selections

some contending- to the end that the

books of the Old Testament should

not be included in the Christian Bi-

ble, as to do so, they declared, was

"to play into the hands of the Ju-

daists" Avho Avere such a thorn in the

flesh to Saint Paul, and such occasion

for detterrence to the progress of

early Christianity. Some of those

i-esponsible for the canonizing of the

New Testament rejected the books:

Second Peter, James, Jude and Rev-

elation. Even as late as Martin Lu-

ther and John Calvin, many Chris-

tian leaders, including both Calvin

and IjuthfM-, were loathe to concede

that these books should be read in

Chiistian services—Luther, Avrongly

of course, going so far as to "cut
the book of James out of his Bible

Avith his pen-knife. Thus Christian

scholars today realize that the Bible,

as Ave have it, was determined by the

majority vote of men and not by di-

vine interposition. But that fact in

no way detracts from the divine in-

spiration found in the Bible.

Only that part of the Bible Avhich

exalts God as man 's loving Heavenly

Father and rcA'eres Jesus Christ as.

Lord of Life and Saviour of all who
be]ie\c and folloAV him, is for us

"The Word of God." Not any part

of the Bible is "Tho Word of God"

(Continued on page 13.)
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News of Elon College
PREsroENT L. E. SMITH; Eloii College, N. C.

Football Program Receives Award

The Elon College football pro-

grams for 1955, the little pictorial

booklets that were offered for sale at

all home games, have just been named
as the third best in the nation in tlic

sTnall-colleg'c gronp, and the Elon

College Athletic Association has been

awarded a bronze plaqne, emblematic

of the third place rating.

The booklotS; which were prepared

Wader the direction of Prof. Lnther
N. Byrd, Elon pnblicity director,

carried pictures of the Elon players,

along with number lists and infor-

mation concerning both the Elon

teams and opposing teams. The judg-

ing for the award was done on the

basis of contents and design of the

programs from colleges throughout

the nation.

The three top teams in the small-

college group, as announced from the

offices of the Bon Spencer Company
of New York, were Grinnell College,

Brie:ham Yoling University and Elon.

The Spencer company handles na-

tional advertising accounts for the

greater part of colleges in the nation.

The Elon award, received in the

mail just this week, is a plaque that

carrif^s the inscription, "Third Prize,

Annual National AvN^ard for Editorial

Excellence, Award to Elon College

Athletic Association in Recognition

of Outstanding Contribution to the

Editorial Standards of College Foot-

ball Piograms."

* # * * #

The Days Pass

The turn of time has brought us far

into the New Year. We can no more
change the happenings that took place

in the old year than we can bring
back the days and the months that

constituted it. We do have the op-

portunity, however, to make the New
Year, so far as vv'e are concerned,

kinder, more profitable and more
blessed than the one throug'h which
we came as we kept step Avith the

march of time.

Our churches in the Southern Con-
vention are looking at their College,

Elon College, with added pride and
new hopes. At the same time they

realize that the future of the college

lies largely in their hands. As tliey

do better by the college, the. college,

will be in a better position |o do more.

for them. Witli a vision of the future

and confidence in the college that the

churcli and fortune have put at their

disposal, the}^ are obligating them-

selves for new undertakings and are

assuming new responsibilities.

As a rule, division among us weak-
ens and tends to unfit us for weiglU-

ed ]-espojisibilities. Yet, the churches

in the Southern Convention have

divided tliemselves in halves; Vir-

ginia stands on one side and North
Carolina stands on the other side.

They are receiving equal responsibi-

lities and issue a challenge to each

other as to which will win the race.

That is, to reach the goal first. Vir-

ginia's goal is $150,000 for Virginia

Plall; Carolina's goal is $150,000 for

Carolina Hall. Both are off to the

start, and here is the record of the

running. To the more generous, be-

longs the victory.

CAEOLINA HALL.
Name of Church Amount

,$ 886.00

Beginning Nov., 56; 5 years.

281.75

Beginning Sept., 56; 5 years.

Mt. Zion 1,000.00

Beginning Jan., 56; 10 years.

595.00

Beginning Jan., 56; 5 years.

414.75

Beginning Jan., 57; 5 years.

939.75

Beginning Jan., 58; 10 years.

Pfafftown 46.3.75

Beginning Jan., 56; 5 years.

VIEGINIA HALL.
Name of Church Amount

Bethel $ 912.00

Beginning 1956; 10 years.

1,748.25

Beginning Jan., 57; 8 years.

Union 2,019.00

Beginning Jan., 56; 5 years.

Windsor 2,841.00

Beginning Oct., 56; 5 years.

* * * * *

Apportionment Giving

Tliat tlie churches of the Conven-
tion might know at the beginning of

the year what is expected of them in

the way of support for Boards. In-

stitutions, and causes of the conven-

tion, goals are set by the convention

for each conference and through the

conferences down to the local church.

The con\ ention has not only set these

goals, but has indicated a simplified

way in which they may be met. The
suggestion is made that these goals

be met ((uartcrly by offerings from

Sunday st'hools and churches.

When a local congregation is given

a responsibility, instructions how to

meet this responsibility and a defi-

nite date by which the responsibility

is to be completely discharged are

given. It would seem advisable to

follow instructioiTs and use every

possible means to keep pace with the

limes and .see that at no time during
the year failure or tardiness is chalk-

ed up against the church. It is a fine

thing to keep ahead of a program
rather than getting yourself in a

position of trying to catch up. If a

job should be done, then let's do it

on time and everybody will be happy.

Previously reported $ 195.08

N. C. and Va. Conference:

Durham .$ 22.89

Western N. C. Conference:,

Hank's Oliapel $ 160.00

Seagrove 7.50
Pleasant Grove 20.00

Virginia Valley Conference:

Antioch $ 17.56
Bethlehem 30.50

Total $ 258.45

Grand total '

$ 453.53

"Help Your Heart Fund Help
Your Heart"

February is "Heart" month. Not
only is it the month Avhen Cupid has
his special day but also it is the month
during which the Heart Association

engages in a campaign to raise funds
to keep burning the torch of hope for

America's heart sufferers—10,000,000

of them this year, or one in every 16

persons. About 500,000 sufferers are

children of school age. More than
half of the deaths in the United States

each year are caused by heart disease,

Mrs. 0. F. Northington, Jr., of Fred-
ericksburg, Va., .state campaign chair-

man of the Virginia Heart Associa-

tion, has pointed out.
'

' Aware of the significant advances

which have come about as a result of

research, the public is taking an in-

creasingly positive attitude toward

the heart diseases," Mrs. Northing-

ton said. "People now know that

some forms of heart disease can be

prevented, a few can be cured, and al-

most all cases can be helped by proper

treatment.

"This change in i)ublie under-

standing is one of the accomplish-

ments of your Heart Association's

education program which is support-

ed by the Heart Fmid. A program
of profes.sional education also serves

to keep ph3^sicians and related pro-

fessional people aware of new de-

velopments in the heart field. Bdu-
( Continued on page 15.

)
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Church Women at Work
With Emphasis on Missions

Mrs. J. H. Booth, Jr., Editor

143 Winchester Drive, Hampton, Va.

Our 1956 Thank Offering

This year we are tryint^ something

new for our Thank Offering' project.

That is, we are supplying each socie-

ty Avith enough Thank Offering boxes

so that each woman may have one to

use during the year. Then when next

November comes, the boxes Avill be

brought to a special service of dedi-

cation. Of course, if there are those

present at the service who have not

filled a box during the year, for some-

times this is a public service to which

husbands are invited, they will be

given an opportunity to share in the

offering.

"When Ave knoAV, we care: and
when Ave care, we share" is a familiar

phrase Avhich was first used in our

area, if memory serves me right, by
Graham Wisseman. We all knoAv

this is true. This year, our home
mission study is about Indian Amer-
icans. And so our giving for our

Thank Offering during the year is

for that group.

A special project of our Board of

Home Missions, Race Relations De-

partment, is to provide college schol-

arships for Indian American young
people. Last year this Avas done for

the first time. A scholarship Avas

giA'cn to a young man in one tribe

where no one had ever gone to col-

lege. Those who attended the School

of Missions Avill remember Pattie Lee
Coghill's moving description of the

plight of our Indian friends. This

Avill be one way we can help.

Our Race Relations Department
has prepared a splendid packet on
Indian Americans, Avhich sells for one

dollar. If you want to do more stu-

dying about them, than you have
aA'ailable in our literature packet, you
Avould do Avell to Avrite for the special

one. Address: Rev. Galen Weaver,
227 Fourth Avenue, Ncav York 10,

New York.

Emily C. Lester.

* * * * •*

Speakers Available for Mission

Studies

Several women are available to do
reviews of the mission study books ir.

the North Carolina Women's Fellow-
ship. If your women's group Avishes

to have them visit your group or a

joint meetiu!? of seA^eral groups, then
please contact them directly, giving

date, place and specific directions,

and length of time allowed for re-

vieAv. You will, of course, be expect-

ed to pay for their transportation to

and from your meeting.

Women available to revicAv the

home book, "Within Tavo Worlds,"
are: Mrs. H. E. Robinson, 522 Park-
vioAv Drive, Burlington, N. C. ; Mrs.

S. H. Pell, Route 1, Ramseur, N. C.

;

and Miss Pattie Lee Coghill, Lynn-
bank Road, Route 4, Henderson, N.

C.

Reviewers for the international

book, "Hope Rises from the Land,"
are : ]\Irs. James Hess, Eiou College,

N. C; and Mrs. Wm. T. Scott, Jr.,

(available through the spring only),

811 W. Main Street, Durham, N. C.

Mrs. M. W. Andes, President,

N. C. Women's Fellowship.

* * * -* *

World Day of Prayer

On February 17, 1956, the World
Day of Prayer theme Avill be, "One
Flock, One Shepherd." The purpose
of the day is, "To unite all Chris-

tians ill a bond of prayer and to make
an offering for Christian missions at

home and abroad."

The following materials are avail-

able from the Department of Church
Women, 156 Fifth Avenue, New York
10, New York

:

Worship Service, adults & young people 5c

Call to Prayer, leaflet (per 100) 30c
Children's Service 5c

Guide for Leaders 15c
Poster (14 in. x 17 in.) IQc
Dramatic Presentation; 4 copies recom-

mended I5e
Report Blank and Offering Envelope, free
Basic Packet consisting of 1 each of the

above items 50e

Important. The shipping deadline
is February 3. Send check, bill or

money order (no stamps), and add
15c for each .$1.00 or portion thereof,

up to $5.00.

Do you read The Church Woman;
official magazine of United Church
AVomen? You can scarcely do Avith-

out it as you i)repare for the World
Day of Prayer. Articles about its

obserA'ance aroujid the Avorld, about
the projects Avhich the offerings sup-

port, and about plans and techniques

January 19 ^ 1956

Used in all kinds of communities, Avill

help you make the day more mean-
ingful in your community. The price

is only $1.00 per year. The address

is 175 Fifth Avenue, Nbav York 10,

NeAv York.

Is it too much to hope that every

chiircli in our Southern Convention

Avill have its Avomen either conducting

a service on this day, or uniting with

wom-^n of other denominations when-
ever possible, in offering petitions to

God for our Avorld in her great need ?

"Wc kneel, how weak;
We rise, how ftiU of power."

Mrs. W. W. Hall, Chm'n,
Interdenominational Co-op.

* * « * *

How Our Foreign Students Spent

the Christmas Holidays

When Elon College closed for the

Cliristmas holidays, most of our for-

eign stitdents remained on campus or

in toAVn. A feA\% hoAvever, took trips.

Douglas Albert (Pakistan) accom-

panied his roommate, Worden tip-

dyke, to Angola, Ncav York. Violet

Zarow (Jordan) went to South Caro-

lina to visit Avith relatives. P. M.

George and Joseph Bipe (India),

Avho live with Mrs. DaAvson at Elon,

spent most of the time there. Laila

Khury (Jordan) spent most of her

time with the DaAvsons, Joe Morita

(Japan) stayed at Carlton House

(small dormitory), along Avith Kore-

an boys and several others. Joe had

meals much of the time Avith the Vea-

zeys and some of the time Avith the

Andes. The four Korean boys: Suk

Goo Lee, Hyoung Suck Oh, Chang

G. Kim, and Shin Keun Kang, all

stayed in Carlton House doing their

cooking in their room. Lee worked

most of the time at a grocery store in

Burlington.

On Sunday evening, December 18,

Joseph Eipe and Poe Morita spoke to

the Women's FelloAvship at Bethle-

hem Church in Alamance County.

Previously, Douglas Albert had spok-

en to the Woman's FelloAvship of the

First Church, Burlington, in their

Christmas meeting.

On Christmas Eve, Kim Avent to

Durham to visit friends. On. Christ-

mas Day, George, Lee and Oh were

invited to HaAv River to spend the

day and have Christmas dinner.

On December 26, Joe Morita and

Laila Khury left by bus for Ohio

TIniversity, Athens, Ohio, where they

attended an Eucumenical Student

Conference of about 3,300 students.

Tliey were joined by Douglas Albert,

^Cp)titiiau^<\ on page 13.)
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The Image of the Earthy

A Ser)iw)i

By Dr. Rtchard K. IMorton.

Jacl sonville, Florida.

We cannot understand heavenly

tilings if we first have not mastered

the earthly things. The first aspect

of onr existence is earthy—the first

is that which is natural, and is fol-

lowed by what is spiritual.

Paul's famous -words in I Corin-

thians 15 form the basis of many of

our concepts of the nature of the

spiritual and of the life eternal. We
readily accept the belief that "flesh

and blood cannot inlierit the king-

dom of God." We are not so in-

clined to consign everything- earthy

to the realm of the corruptible or the

corrupted and dishonored, but we do

know that this first image man as-

sumes, the earthy one, is indeed in-

complete, weak and often corrupted.

We know that somehow this corrupt-

ible must put on incorruption and
this earthy image yield to that which

is spiritual. Yet most of us want it

clear that while this earthy image is

tentative and temporal and very im-

perfect, it is an image and it does

have its importance. It serves in so

many ways to introduce man to the

mysteries of the spiritual and pre-

pares him to assume the glory of the

spiritual body.

Our point at this time, then, is to

stress the fact that, while this image
is definitely preliminary and incom-

plete, it is still important. First the

blade, then the ear—but the blade

must first be good. First the earthy

and the temporal—but these are in-

troductions to the heavenly.

As most of us know, through the

centuries there were many contro-

versies oAer the things of Caesar as

distinct from those of God, and there

was much argument over the tempor-

al and its function in the field of re-

ligion. Monks went apart from the

world, and many others felt the only

answer was to keep aloof and un-

spotted from the world. In some
quarters the image of the earthy was

considered inevitably foul and dis-

torted and unclean and of little value.

It was to be shunned and discounted.

Better counsel has prevailed in

most circles, in these days, however,

as we realize that man first has an

earthy, fleshly, temporal sphere, and

in dealing with this, he developes and

declares his spiritual qualities. As
we walk upon the earth, we acquire

merit and reason for walking in the

lig'ht of the eternal day. We cannut

grow irresponsible in our earthy con-

nections and relations simply on the

ground that we are basically spirit-

ual, and |-hat the spiritual is all that

matters.

If we cannot deal properly with

earthly things, it is not likely that we
shall deal properly with heavenly

things.

For proper spiritual development

and integration of personality, we
must first accept the natural body

and existance for what it is. We
must realize what the world of the

flesh is, and not despise it nor con-

sider that it is inevitably corrupt.

We must see it as an opportunity to

develop the spiritual. To regard the

means by which God has ordered our

earthly lives to be governed as loath-

some or unclean, is to invite rebellion

against God's plan of existence and

to fail to see hoAv all this may be but

the first phase of a life eternal. If we

cannot accept life as it is upon earth,

we are in conflict with our hearts,

and we miss the secret of happy ad-

justment to the conditions of exist-

ence.

"As we have borne the image of

the earthy, we shall also bear the im-

age of the heavenly." (I Cor. 15 : 49.)

AVithin this framework, something is

being worked out within the realm of

the finite and the physical. But it

is ca])able of being linked with the

infinite and the eternal. It is like

the first draft of a great writing or

the first jottings of a great musical

composition. And it is like the first

drawings on a drafting board. Th(^

work is now crude and imperfect, but

it points toward a great and abiding

creation.

The answer to the need for deeper

spiritual life and a reform of the re-

ligion of our time is not in the direc-

tion of despising and rejecting the

earthy, but in learning how to undci'-

stand and to use it, with a spiritual

end in view. No one develops his

piety by calling sex and j^hysical pro-

cesses dirty and unpleasant, and try-

ing to keep away from everything:

that suggests life in the flesh. He
dpyplops it ?ls he learns to see it for

what it is, masters it, uses it, and
transforms it to fill Jiis need. He does

not let it rule him. In it he sees a

means, not an end.

Who among lis has not, at times,

been repelled by certain processes the

body nuist go through, and by the

circumstances associated with its

functions, diseases, accidents, and so

on. We wonder why God formed a

world of tliis kind and why it has to

operate as it does. We find much
that is un]o\-e]y about the image tiiat

is earthy.

The most useful, tlie liappiest, the

best adjusted people I know have ac-

ce])ted the conditions of life and the

challenge to triumph over them and
to make them serve a spiritual pur-

pose. They are the people who try

to make this earthy image, with all

its heartaches and imperfections, the

best image that they can make it. As
they have been entrusted, they say,

with these few passing earthly things,

they hope to earn the right to be
entrusted with things of much more
a])iding value.

An image of clay or stone or brass

or something of that sort may be a

concern to us only for the way it

looks externally. But we must re-

member that this eartlily image of

our flesh must be a good one from
within. How tragic that many avom-
en think that if they can dress the

riglit \vi\y and possess the right glam-
orous articles of adomment, it does

not matter Avhat they are within.

Many strive for a white set of teeth,

but not an unblemished set of prin-

ciples. They build uj) an alluring

figure, but ba\'e no cultuial allure-

ments to match. LikeAvi.se, many men
seem to feel that if they c<?:i build

muscle and have fat purses and the

proper position in society, they do
not need to worry about Avhat is

within.

This image of the earthy is what
A\'e Avork A\ ith because Ave believe that

it can be used to the glory of God
and lhat it is not necessarilj^ evil. As
this temple of ours, this temple of

the soul, develops Avith the experi-

ences of the years, a character is

formed Avhich is not destroyed by
death. This mold is something pre-

served in essence—but it began witli

the earthy. It is not an attractive

idea to many that Ave can despoil the

earthy image as Ave Avill, and then,

Avith death, promptly take on the as-

pects of a glorious heavenly image,

without undeigoing a profound spir-

itual revolution.

Life does get soiled and dragged
(Continxied on page 13.)
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Youth at Work in the Church
Rev. John S. Graves, Editor, Box 336, Elon College, N. C.

Youth Week

The 1956 national elections may
not come until the fall, but for the

youth of America's Protestant chur-

ches, the campaign will open durine;

Youth Week, from Sunday January

29, to Sunday, February 5.

With a pattern set by the tVienie,

"Our Citizenship under Christ^" lo-

cal youth councils in hundreds of

cities and tov/ns a.cross the country

will conduct citizenship seminars in

the thirteenth annual observance to

be sponsored by the United Christian

Youth Tilovcment.

•'Many ITCY]\I members are still

in high school and will not vote in

1956, but they plan to be informed,"

says Charles Boyles, national chair-

man and a student at Boston llni^'er-

sity Schoo) of Religion.

"In a year of national elections

and increased efforts for peace, the

perennial tasks of citizenship on the

local scene gain added significance,"

Boyles declared. "Across the nation

in communities large and small,

youth of most Protestant denomina-

tions will gather together during

Youth Week in common worship, stu-

dy and service projects. The week

this year gains its principal impetus

from the deeper implication of the

theme : the recognition that the real-

ization of the Kingdom is the task of

Christians united under Christ.

"Youth Week is the high point of

the year for the more than ten mil-

lion Christian young people who
make up the United Clrristian Youth

IMovement.
'

'

Youth Week opens January 29,

Youth Sunday, and closes with Com-

munity Worship Services on Febru-

ary 5. Principal weektime project of

the observance will be the citizenship

seminars, modeled after the national

seminar held in Washington last year

and followed by state seminars this

fall in 18 states.

"The observance will provide op-

portiinity to explore Christian con-

cepts of citizenship as they relate to

various phases of life, will provide

opportunity for young people to stu-

dy and participate in the functions

of goviM-nment in the conmiunity in

whicli they live," noted ]\[r, Boyles.

Tt will relate the Christian Gospel
to the major issues in the nation and
tlie world today, will develop in our
youuff people an a^wareness of their

I'C'^ponsibility in the church, and in

the churclies a feeling of responsibil-

ity to youth. Such a cooperative

project strengthens the unity of the

Christian youtli across the entire

nation.

"

Specific issues about which semi-

nai-s Avill be concerned are the trend

toward militarization, public educa-

tion, segregation, civil liberties, juv-

enile delinquency, farm problems,

problems in industrial relations, and
local UN observances. The seminar
groups will tour governmental agen-

cies in their areas and will interview

city or county officials. Major points

of iiiterest will be covered on local

radio broadcasts.

During Youth Week between 1500
and 1800 radio stations will carry a

program, "Christians First," pro-

duced by local youth councils. A-
bout 300 stations will carry "The
Education of Joe Barbour" on the

"U«'t There Be Light" series. The
Sunday morning CBS program under
the auspices of the National Council

of Churches, "Look Up and Live"
will contain two progTams designed
for the observance of Youth Week:
"Youth's Responsibility to the Local

Church, January 29, and "Christian

Citizenship" on February 5.

"What makes the Christian citizen

distinctive?" asks Mr. Boyles. "It
is his recognition first of his allegi-

ance to God, and, secondly and con-

currently, of his obligation to his fel-

low }nen. Political issues are looked

at to see (1) if it advances what we
conceive to be God's purpose for cre-

ation, and (2) what it does for peo-

ple. In a world of Curtains—Iron,

P>ani])oo, etc.—there is all the more
reason that we should keep before us
the Avorld-Avide nature of the Chris-

tian church. This is necessary in or-

rlerly government.

"Youth are also trying to make
concrete their convictions about the

world-wide Christian commitment
throuch World Youth Projects,

whereby coopei'atiAe j^outh work is

sujiported in twenty - six different

f-onntries.

"

Balls and Books for Our Bantu

Brothers and Sisters; Money
to Help Keep Their

Schools Open

Would you recognize a Christian

revolution if you saw it in the follow-

ing peaceful-looking places, or a

Christian mission in its revolutionary

setting in the quietly courageous peo-

ple who work in these African schools

and churches?

Ivanda is a suburb among the green
hills and lovely valleys of the South
African coast. It is the center of a

district of "black-skinned, singing

cliurches. " Tt is also an educational

center, with a day school for African
children, run by our So. African mis=

sion and still supported by the gov-

ernment. There is, too, a remarkable

girls' high school—Inanda Seminary
—which has an influence up and down
the whole coast. Its 300 students are

carefully chosen from more than 750

applicants all over South Africa. Re-

cently government support has been
withdrawn because it is a Christian,

non-segregated, non-apartheid school.

This has caused a serious financial

crisis, and our American Board has

underAvritten Inanda and Adams, for

$14,000 o\er and above their planned
and budgeted support. Student fees

have also been raised and every ef-

fort will be made to keep Inanda
Seminary g'oing, sending out Afri-

can women who are able to meet both

the practical and the spiritual chal-

lenges of Christian life in S. Africa.

Adams College is a first-rate Afri-

can college, enrolling* 400 stvidents.

The facultj^ are both white and Afri-

can, and the school stands for an ed-

ucation which is both liberal and
Christian. Since the government of

So. Africa is opposed to such a

policy, they are putting various kinds

of pressure on this school, too. All

goA-ernment support has been dis-

continued. They have questioned

many of the college activities and
personnel. It is truly a battle of

survival. Again, as with Inanda, it is

the additional support of the Ameri-
can Board which will help to keep it

open. It offers invaluable training in

academic subjects, theological educa-

tion, masonry and building trades,

agricultural demonstration and com-

munity service. Students go out into

the A'illages on weekends to conduct

church schools or special classes.

Adams College has a tremendous rep-

utation.

Here are several things you and I

fail do to help

:

(Continued on page J4.)
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ISlews from the Churches . . .

Lebanon Young Adults

Tlie Young Adult group of Leban-

on CJiristian Church, Semora, N. C,
ga"\'(' $10.00 per member as a Christ-

mas gift to the building fmid of the

church. This meant a contribution

of $250. During the past year the

group has given $389 toward a new
building.

This group was organized four

years ago, by tlie Rev. Mark W. An-
des. It has been doing most success-

ful worlv. The members look forward

to their meetings which are held

twice a month in the various hom.es of

the membership. The officers for the

current year are : Mr. Maynard Wells,

presidejit ; Mrs. Frank Hudson, Jr.,

A'iee-president ; Mrs. Connie Collie,

secretary; and Mrs. Andrew Mise,

treasurer. The group is planning

for another good year of fellowship

and service.

This year our Christmas pageant

was sponsored by the Young Adult

group. All the young people of the

church participated. Mrs. Rudolph

McSherry was the director. The
beautiful and insjuring pageant was

presented by candle light.

New Year's Sunday night was a

busy occasion at Lebanon Church. A
business meeting was held at six-

thirty. At seven-thirty the Rev. Mark
Andes christened little Miss Lois

Susan McSherry, daughter of Mr.

and Mrs. Clyde Owen McSherry. The

Rev. Robert Tiennett, pastor of the

church, preached a most inspirin<x

serm.on. Mr. Andes administered the

Comanunion. We all went home feel-

ing in our hearts, " It is a good thing

to go to the horise of the Lord."
]\Irs. Ezra Stow^e,

Reporter.

Letter Missive

The Executive Committee of the

General Council of the Congregation-

al Christian Churches and the Gen-

eral Council of the Evangelical and

Reformed Church, meeting jointly

in Cleveland, December 8, 1955, send

you Christian greetings

:

Our meeting was concerned with

plans for our union. Under the com-

pulsion of the call of Christ and of

the demands of our day, we are con-

scious of the need for a forthright,

courageous, Christian witness. We
are convinced that the Congregation-

al Christian Churches and the Evan-

gelical and Reformed Church can

best malie this witness together, as the

United Church of Christ. This ses-

sion, even more than previous meet-

ings, confirmed the unity among us.

It heightened our anticipation of the

meeting of the Uniting General

Synod, which we are recommending

to be held in Cleveland, Ohio, begin-

ning June 25, 1957. This Uniting

Synod will be an outward expression

of our inner devotion to the call of

Christ.

We are unequivocally committed

to the Basis of Union and the Inter-

pretations. We see as we study this

document that the precious things iu

the heritage of each fellowship will

be cherished and enriched, and Avill

attain fresli vitality in the United

Church.

We have seen today that our plans

for union are maturing wisely.

The joint meetings of every knid

already held (Women's, Men's, Stew-

ardship, United Promotion, Missions,

Social Action^ show the many ad-

vantages our fellowship will gain

wheii Ave are united. The exchange

between us in matters of faith and in

the affairs and practices of local

churches already are enriching our

mutual ministries. In the creative

life of the United Church, new value

will be realized which hitherto we
have only dreamed of.

We pray for the guidance of the

Holy Spirit and for the prayers and
support of all our people as we take

the next steps to consummate the

Ihiion toward which we have labored

so long.

The following actions taken are re-

ported to the churches

:

1. Reports heard and endorsement

given to the Pastors' Schools iu the

.summer of 1956.

2. Higldy commended a joint pro-

gram in Life Enlistment for next

year.

3. Approved a series of fellowship

meetings under the auspieies of the

laymen and the women of our two
denominations to be held across the

country over the next mouths.

4. Approved a plan for the ex-

change of pulpits between Congrega-
tional Christian and Evangelican and
Reformed minister's tlie Sunday fol-

lowing Easter.

5. Approved the production of an

informational film featuring Dr.

Wagner and Dr. Busehmeyer.

(i. Ajiproved the following state-

ments :

a. At the time of Union every

meniber of ev6ry congrega-

tion Avould be asumed to be

a member of the United

Church.

1). If any congregation votes to

withdraw from the United
Church, nothing will pre-

vent such withdrawal.

7. Received preliminary reports

concerning tim.e, place and plans for

the conA-ening General Synod and
aiTthorized committees to prepare full

details for r(:'ference to our respective

national bodies.

Meditations on World Friendship

"Whoever in prayer can say, 'Our
Father ' acknowledges and should feel

the brotherhood of the whole race of

mankind. '
'

—

Tryon Edwards.
'

' In Christ there is no East or West,
in him no South or North; But one

great fellowship of love throughout

the whole wide earth."

—

John Oxen-
ham.

Love is the kev to world friend-

ship.

"Love is the weapon which Omnip-
otence reserved to conquer rebel man
when all the rest had failed. Reason
he parries ; fear he answers blow for

blow; future interest he meets with

present pleasure ; but love is that

sun against whose melting beams the

winter cannot stand. There is not

one human being in a million, nor a

thousand men in all earth's huge
quintillion whose clay heart is hard-

ened against love.

—

Ttipper.

Prayer on World Friendship.

Dear Heavenly J'ather, we pray
that thou Avilt show the young people

of today ways that will truly hasten

the coming of peace upon the Avhole

world. May we be willing and ready

to do what lies Avithin our poAver to

make World Friendship a reality.

We knoAV the first step must start in

our oAvn hearts, so Ave pray that Ave

may be truly friendly. May our

friendship shine at home, at church,

at school, in our community. Help

us to take an enthusiastic part in all

projects our young people may un-

dertake AN'hich Avill in any way in-

crease World Friendship. ]\Iay A\e

I'ealize that Avhen Ave pray " Oui' Fa-

ther"' Ave should feel the brotherhood

of the Avhole race of mankind. Amen.
—Taken from program on World
Friendship by .V/.s\ J. II. Booth, Jr.,

Hampton, Va.
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Sunday School Lesson
By Re^'. H. S. Hardcasti^. D.D.

"God's Concern for Sinners"

(Temperance Lesson)

Lesson V—January 29, 1956.

iMemoky SEi,EfTiox: "The Sou of

Mnu k eoine to seeJ,' and to save

that trhieh was lost." John 19:10.

r>ArK(;i;ouND Scripture: Luko 15:

1-82.

Devotion AE Keadin( )hn ;5: 1-11.

Toward the end of liis life, Peter,

the Great Fisherman, wrote a letter

to his Christian friends scattered over

the Eonian Empire. Many of them

Averc imderg'oing hardship and per-

secution. He wanted to bring them a

word of elieer and courage and com-

fort. Toward the end of this letter,

he wrote these Avords : "He eareth for

you." (I Peter 5:7.) What a lift it

must ha^e given his friends when

they read these words ! Indeed, there

are few more dynamic and meaning-

ful AVOrds in the Avhole Bible than

these words, "He eareth for a-ou."

It means that God cares for me, cares

for you, cares for every person, cares

for each one of us an an individual as

if there Avere onh- one of us to care

for

!

Where do you suppose Peter got

that idea ? Hoav could he dare to

make such a breath-taking statement ?

What grounds did he have for his

belief in this revolutionary truth?

He got it from his Lord. In his life

and in his teachings, and by his

dcatli, the Lord Jesus Christ empha-

sized God's care for each individual,

God's concern for each individual,

God's interest in each individual in

the same measure. And nowhere is

this emphasis more clearly shoAvn

than in today's lesson.

Here are three simple stories from

the lips of our Lord Avhich dramatize

God's concern and care for all, sin-

ners as Avell as saints, black as Avell

as Avhite, poor as well as rich, ignor-

and as A\'ell as learned, folks at the

bottom as Avell as folios at the top.

EA'ery man, anyAvhere in the Avorhl.

ean saj' and feel, "Gael cares for vie.''

It is a staggering statement. It

takes a lot of faith to believe it. In-

deed, there are many who just can-

not take it in. Think, for instance, of

tlie \astness of the universe! It is

so big that scientists liave to thjiik

of distances in terms of Uglit years

—

the distance that light traveling at

tlie I'ate of— is it 176,000 miles per

second '!—Avould take to travel from
CA-en the nearest star to our earth !

!

To think that a God big enough to

manage a universe like that would, or

could be interested in an individual

—

Avell, it sounds fantastic to say the

least. And then think of hoAv many
peojile there are on this earth. On a

ronjili guess I Avould say there are

1,650,000,000 people living on tiiis

plannet. And to say that a God Avho

has such a large universe on his

hands, Avould, or could be interested

in me as an individual, that God is

concerned Avith eveiy individual

—

tliat is CA'cn more fantastic.

Furtliermore, think of hoAV unlove-

ly, and apparently hoAv unloveable

so many of these people are. It is

easy to belie\'e that God is concerned

and cares for some folks, the healthy,

the beautiful, the cultured, the rich,

the good. But to believe that God
cares for and. is concerned about the

diseased, the ugly, the ignorant and

A'ulgar, tlie poor, and the sinful

—

that is another matter. Even more
staggering to some folk is the thought
that God not only cares for the black

man or the broAvn man or the yelloAV

man or the red man, but that he

cares just as much for these men as

he does for the Avhite man ! Some
folks jnst can't take that in. But it

is the truth, the Avhole truth, and
nothing but the trutli. That is a

part of the gospel, the "good news"— '

' God cares for me, and he cares

for cA-ery man"—and in equal de-

gree. He may disapprove of what
Ave do, but he loves us just the same.

XoAv all of this is set forth in the

three stories Avhich compose today's

lesson, and which are recorded by
Luke in his inimitable Avay. These

stories are familiar to folks Avho may
IjnoAv anything about the Bible—the

stories of The Lost Sheep, The Lost

Coin, and Tlie Ijost Son, or perhaps
it should be stated. The Lost Sons.

Here in dramatic, vivid language is

shoAvn God 's care and concern for the

individual.

Why should the shepherd be con-

cerned if one of the sheep had gone

astray? Did he not have ninety-nine

slieep safely in the fold? It was not

the A'alue of the sheep cjpl]-ars and

cents that sent him searching far and
Avide in the AAdlderness until he found
that sheep. It was his care and con-

cern for the sheep.

And Avhy should the Avoman be so

concerned because one of the coins on
the necklace Avhich she Avore around
lier neck—it Avas Avorth perhaps fif-

teen cents— was missing ? It Avas

something more than the intrinsic

value of the coin that compelled her

to SAveep the entire house until she

found it.

And that fool boy, who Avent into a

far country and having spent all,

and having come to himself, started

back home, Avhat about that? The
])oint of the story is that "while he

Avas yet a great Ava.y off, his father

sav,' him, and ran to meet him, and
reinstated him as a son and not as a

serA'ant.
'

'

In all of these stories, Jesus Avas

trying to teach the people of his day
and the people of our day and the

pf-ople of every day, that God cares

for cA'erA^ one of his children, and
that he is especiallj^ concerned for the

lost, the erring, the AvayAvard.

"The Son of Man is come to seek

and to save that which was lost."

What a shock it brings to people

Avhen the ncAvspaper or the radio or

the television flashes a message that

somebody, it may be a small child,

or a hinater, or some other person, is

lost. Recently an elderly man and
his son Avent hunting in the Dismal

SAvamp, and became lost. When word
Avas flashed about this, almost an ar-

my of men began, on foot and in

planes and in a helicopter, to search

for them. EA^entually, they Avere lo-

cated, rescued by the helicopter pilot,

and taken to the hospital to be treated

for exposure—they had been in the

sAvamp for nearly three days in bitter

cold Avcather. A great sigh of relief

and of joy Avent up because the lost

had been found.

That incident set me to thinking.

Here Avere Iavo men, lost in the moras-

ses of a great swamp. A Avhole com-

miniity Avas alerted and a great group

of men braved hardship and danger

to find them. And that was as it

should be. And yet, in that communi-

ty, there are men and Avomen, young

men and young Avomen, and boys and

•i'irls, Avho are lost, lost because they

are out of Christ. And Ave Christians

go blithely on our Avay, apparently

unconcerned about these lost.

This lesson has dynamite in it. It

has meaning for the citizens of the

states in Avhich segregation is an

issue. 0)ie Avishes that the spirit of



January 19, 1956 THE CHRISTIAN SUN Fage Thirteen

this lesson might be the spirit in

which the citizens of these communi-
ties approach this problem. And it

concerns the citizens of our nation in

their relations to the people of other

nations and races. It concerns also

the Church of Jesus Christ. If the

Church of Christ had more concerns

for the lost, it would make a great

difference in the life of the church

and in the life of the world.

Based on "International Sunday School

Lessons;" Copyrighted 1954 by Division of

Christian Education, National Council of the

Churches in the IT. S. A.

DANGERS OP BIBLIOLATRY.
(Continued from page 6.)

for us, which presents God as being

less good and less loving tlian our
Lord Jesus Christ. "Jesus alone re-

veals to the world what God is like

and what God Avould liave all man-
kind be like." No book—not even
the Bible—can take the place of Jesus
in the Christian's thinking, loving

and living.

It is the Christian's responsibility

and highest privilege to look for those

portions of the Scripture which are

"quick and powerful" — those por-

tions which inspire men and women
to nobler living as sons and daughters
of God.

Christian evaluations would declare

that nothing in the Bible or any-
wliere else that presents God, our lov-

ing Heavenly Father, as being less

good than any good man we know,
can be "The Word of God" for us.

Many places in the Old Testament do
that very thing. Moreover, nothing
in the Bible or anywhere else that

presents God as being a god of Avrath

and murder instead of his being a
loving Heavenly Father who wills

that none shall be lost, but that all

shall be saved—nothing that thus

presents God can be "The Word of

God" for us or for thinking people

anywhere.

Hence we "search the Scriptures,"

not because we think they all and al-

ways constitute "The Words of Life"
but to find those portions of the scrip-

tures which are "The Words of Life"
because they make known to us the

goodness, the pawer and the great-

ness of God. As Christians, we should

not search the Scriptures or prize the

Scriptures because we think that

in them we have eternal life, but be-

cause we believe in the God and Fa-

ther of all mankind, the God whom
Jesus believed, loved, worshipped and
trusted; and whom only the New
Testament makes known to us.

By i-e\frently and intelligently

facing the truth about the Bible, we
find a greater Bible, a richer Bible, a

more Avonderful Bible, a more mean-

ingful Bible, a more usable Bible, a

more glorious Bible.

A biblioleter may contend for ar-

gument sake that every part of the

Bil)le is equally inspired and of equal

value, but when applying or when
failing to be able to apply it to his

own personal life, he cannot help

knowing down deep in his own heart

that the New Testament has priority

claim over the Old Testament. As
Dr. L. P. Jacks, of sainted memory,
declared, "The religion men argue

about is seldom the religion they live

by."

The Bible is what it is and not

what biblioleters declare it to be

—

it is the record of "an amazing spir-

itual development" in the religious

thinking of Palestinian folk over the

centuries. The Bible starts from the

bottom of the hill of man's acquain-

tance with and his understanding of

God, and climbs to the summit of that

hill in the matchless life and teach-

ings of Jesus, our Lord and Saviour.

Biblioleters deny the idea of pro-

gressive revelation. But the progres-

sive revelation of God to mankind is

eternally witnessed by our Lord to

all concerned in his declaration, "It

was said t-o them of old time . . . but

I say unto you." Likewise, the v/rit-

er of the Epistle to the Hebrews bore

witness to the fact of progressive rev-

elation, "God, havijig of old time

spoken unto the fathers through the

prophets by different portions and in

various manners, hath in later days

spoken unto us through his Son."

CHURCH WOMEN AT WORK.
(Continued from page 8.)

William Joyner (Hunterdale Church,

Franklin, Va.), and Dr. and Mrs. W.
W. Sloan, who drove them back to

Elon.

Another foreign student has poiued

the group at Elon, Bahram Manavi,

from Teheran, Iran. He was also at

Carlton House during the holidays.

Mrs. W. J. Andes.

Beverly Hills Women's Fellowship

Reports Interesting Meeting

The Women's Fellowship of the

Beverly Hills Christian Church, of

Burlington, N. C, was entertained

by I\Irs. Joltn W. Long, at Long's

Cabin on Ilopedale Road, at their

regular monthly meeting on Decem-

ber 7. The i-aljin was beautifully dec-

orated fill- Clii-istnjas, with Santa's

sleigh ami iciivlcer being the theme.

A nio^t delicious turkey dinner was
served. The program, "The Christ-

mas Story in Scripture and Song,"
was presented by Mrs. Fred Bow-
man. Mrs. Edgar King presided over
the business session. It was announc-
ed that all obligations toward the

ui'w carpet for the sanctnarv had
l)een fulfilled.

The fellowship voted as their proj-

ect for the ]iew year the furnishing

of the kitehen in the Parish House.
They also voted as a Christmas pi-oj-

ect to furnish underclothes for needy
school cliildren. It was decided to

increase the ;ii'P<'t'tionment from $50
to $100.

Following tlie business session,

there was a sale of old hats, adorned
in Cliristnias decorations, and of nev/

ajn-ons brought by each of the sixty-

five members present. :\Irs. Florence
Kirkpatrick auctioneered, and each

purchaser modeled her hat and ap-

ron.

Music during the dinner hour was
furnished by Mrs. Paul Black.

Tlie meeting was closed with prayer
by Rev. W. W. Snyder.

Mrs. Fred Bowman,
Reporter.

THE IIMAGE OF THE EARTHY.
(Continued from page 9.)

down and defeatetl, and it does re-

veal )iiany unpleasant features, some
of them enough to repel any of us.

But in the proper development of

this image lies the brightest hope, for

us, (jf eternity.

As this image becomes more close-

ly faitliful to the image which is of

the nature and stature of the fullness

of Christ, man becomes most worthy
of bearing the image of the heavenly
through the grace and the love and
the redemption of our Lord and Sav-
iour Jesus Christ.

Economic life means the current
Avays of producing and distributing
wliat is essential for living. Unless
the churches, and the religion they
profess, furnish the staiidards of val-

ue by which that economic life is to

be guided and judged, of what use is

religion and those churches? Chris-

tianity is far more than just a pleas-

ant Sunday escape from reality for

all the lifetime between a baptism
and a funeral.

—Charles P. Taft.
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The Christian Orphanage
John G. Teuitt, Superimtendent

Dear Friends

:

TJiis week I am sending- you a list

of our children. You can figure out

their birthda^vs and ages from the fig-

ures f'ollowiug their names. I kno\v

this will be of value to many of you,

as almost every week we have an in-

quiry which this list will answer.

8-15-44

4-3-46

B.'irbara .Jenu Avjinld

Clara Lee Arnold

Jo Anil Arnold

Jo Ann Black

Brenda Orumpler

Frances Cogging

Joyce Coggins

Peggy Coggins

Rnndra Ferrell

Angelee Haith

Ella Jean Ilaitli

Helen Johnson

Annie Sue Johnson

Alice Kidd
Linda Kidd
Shirley Kidd
Laverne Mecimore
Phyllis Moniingstar

Marlene Privette

Betty Jean Proctor

IMarie Proctor

Elizabeth Pay
Louise Pay
Ann Rich

Wilma Rich

Kay Ricli

Frances Rowland
Betty Jane Rowland
Jo Ann Rowland
Peggy Rowland
Clara Spicer

Dorothy Spicer

Jessie Spicer

Dorothy Taylor

Ava Turner
Carolyn Turner

Marie Turner

Helen Watkins
Nancy Watkins
Ra,chel Wilkins

Betty Lou Wilson
Cecelia Wilson
Michael Adkins
Raymond Arnold
Ben Black
Billy Burgess
Bobby Burgess
Woody Byrd
Bobby Byrd
James Grumpier
John Crumpler
Larry Crumpler
Bobby Daughtrey
Kenneth Ferrell

Sidney Johnson
Larry Jones

Billy Lamberson
Billy Joe Lambert
John Long
Garland Mecimore
Dewey Morningstar
George Morningstar
Billy Proctor

Gerald Rash
Floyd Rich

7-30-41

1-18-42

8-31-46

3-10-44

3-7-46

6-22-47

4-5-45

4-24-42

11-1-40

12-30-4O

7-9-42

7-16-42

7-14-45

9-30-49

4-20-43

8-28-46

11-3-46

4-7-40

12-22-38

2-1-48

2-23-47

11-2-43

4-19-47

8-2-40

10-16-41

11-4-44

1-16-40

1-16-40

1-2-48

9-10-43

6-7-45

6-27-40

9-17-49

4-27-46

7-24-48

6-27- 41

2-18-40

2-21-42

2-17-39

2-26-41

12-25-46

7-14-43

12-4-39

5-22-41

5-22-41

8-17

10-21

4-25

10-22

4-22.

8-10

12-27-43

1-8-44

6-8-47

11-16-46

6-24-43

1-13-47

10-4-44

11-23-42

10-7-44

5-31-47

6-28-48

John Rich

Jerry Rich

Roy Roberson

Robert Rowland
M. B. Rowland
Eugene Ray
Elbert Turner

Jackie Wilkins

Michael Wise

9-23-41

10-19-49

8-20-44

11-20-37

8-17-43

7-3-49

12-19-43

1-26-44

5-5-45

Thank you for the good report

from our churches and friends this

week.

John G. Truitt,

Siiperiiitendenf.

REPORT FOR JANUARY 11,1956.

Sunday School Monthly Offerings.

Eastern N. C. Conference:

Ebenezer $ 72.69

Fuller's Chapel 79.00

Hope Mills 3.00

New Hope 26.00

Wake Chapel 53.23

233.92

Eastern Va. Conference:

Btitlilehem (N.), S. S. ...$59.30

Dendrou S. S 21.00

Richmond, First 110.00

So. Norfolk, Thanksgiving 89.25

Spring Hill S. S 13.15

— 292.70

X. 0. and Ya. Conference:

Xew Lelianon S. S 3.50

Elon College 400.00

403.50

Western N. C. Conference:

Flint Hill (R) .$10.00

Zion 30.00

40.00

Virginia Valley Conference:

Bethel 8. S $ 2.00

Eeulali 10.00

Linville S. S 7.33

19.33

Total $ 989.45

Special Offerings.

Amount brought forward $ 863.08

First Cong. Christian S.

S., Roanoke, Ala $ 15.77

Mrs. Ida M. Higgins,

Kernersville, N. C 5.00

D. H. Carlton, N. Wilkes-

boro, N. C 10.00

Miss Clarice Gunn, Reids-

ville, N. C 25.00

Second Church, Dorchester,

Mass 10.00

Mr. & Mrs. S. H. Basnight,

Chapel Hill, N. C 25.00

In Memory of Jarvis Mad-
drey 5.00

Special Gifts 192.60

288.37

Grand total $ 1,151.45

Total for the week $ 1,277.82

Total for the year $ 2,140.90

BANTU BROTIIER.S SISTERS.
(Continued from page 10.)

1. Most needed— we can send
money to Harold Belcher, 14 Beacon
Street, Boston 8, Mass. marked "For
the Fel)urary Project of the Month,"
to help keep the schools open.

2. We can send books, especially

good biographies, (marked "books"
via book post) to Miss Lavinia Scott,

Tuanda Seminary, Tnanda, S. Africa

8. AVe can send balls to both

Inanda and Adams: — volley balls,

basketballs, or soccer balls. They
should be sent direct, as gifts, with

postage prepaid and 40 per cent duty

money sent to the American Board
treasurer, clearly specifying in an ac-

companying letter which gift it is for.

Helping to keep these schools open

is our part in this vital battle for the

survival of Christian education in So.

Africa.

(Continued on page 15.)

MEMORIAL GIFTS
"Instead of Flowers"

Dr. lohn G. Truitt

(Christian Orphanage

Elon College, N. C.

Dear Dr. Truitt:

Please acknowledge the enclosed $ a memorial gift

sent to the Christian Orphanage in lieu of flowers in memory of:

(Ntmeof Deceaied) (City) (D»tf of Death)

( Survivor to be Written ) (Addreaa)

Name

Address
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In Memoriam

CONYERS.

B—eautiful in mind and heart

E—ager always to do Iier part

U—naware that strength might fail.

L—oved by all who knew her well

—

A—wonderful person in every way

—

H—as gone to her eternal home to dwell.

C—onstant iu every act of life

0—f friends her thoughts were rife

—

N—ever of self, but of another's need,

Y—outh or age to her alike

—

E—ach day brought to them some good deed.

R—obed in beauty of heart and soul

S—lie lived a life as pure as gold.

Green be the turf above thee

My friend of other days.

None knew thee but to love thee

None named thee but to praise.

ETHEL M. HOLMES.

GLOVER.

God in his wisdom, saw fit to call one of
our beloved members of Mt. Camiel Chris-

tian Oliurch, Mr. Lloyd Glover on December
5, 1955, at his home after a lingering ill-

ness. Therefore be it resolved:

1. That we bow in humble submission to

his master's will.

2. That we extend our deepest sympatliy
to his love ones.

3. A copy of these resolutions be sent to
the family, a copy placed on record of the
church and a copy be sent to '"The Cliris-

tian Sun" for publication.

Mrs. LOYD BEADSHAW,
Miss LOUISE EOSE.

"HELP YOUR HEART."
(Continued from page 7.)

cation is only one of three ways in

which the Heart Association program
moves ahead on Heart Fmid contri-

butions. The other parts are research
—the l;eystone of the program—and
community heart projects which aid
in the precention of heart disease and
rehabilitation of heart victims.

'

'

Last year contributions to the
Heart Fund totaled $13,575,963, of

which $148,385.54 was given by peo-

ple of Virginia. The 1955 campaign
was the seventh since the Heart As-
sociation became a national volunteer
health agency in 1948.

"Seventy-five per cent of all Heart
Fund contributions remains in Vir-

ginia for the support of heart re-

search, education and community
service," stated James H. Stone, the

executive director of the Virginia

Heart Association. "Twenty-five per

cent goes to the American Heart As-

sociation for its research and other

programs. With Heart Association

funds, research projects are under-

way at the Medical College of Virgin-

ia Hospital, Richmond, and the Uni-

versity of Virginia Hospital, at Char-

lottesville."

"Programs conducted by some lo-

cal Hf^art Associations include an

arterj' bank, vocational and recrea-

tional programs for liome-bound chil-

dren, the promotion and support of

diagnostic cardiac clinics for the in-

digent through provision of equip-

ment and clinical services of physi-

cian-members."

"Provoke" and "Provocation"

Third of a Series

By Dr. Luther A. Weicle.

The verb "provoke" and the noun

"provocation" occur some sixty

times in the King James Version in

their usual sense of inciting to anger.

But "provocation" is also used for

"blasphemies" (Nehemiah 9:18, 26)

and "rebellion" (Hebrews 3:8, 15);

and "provoke" is also used for the

Hebrew Avords which mean "de-

spise" (Numbers 14:11, 23; 16:30;

Deuteronomy 31:20; Isaiah 1:4) and

"rebel" (Exodus 23:21; Psalms 78:

40, 56; 106:7, 43. "To provoke the

eyes of his glory" (Isaiah 3:8) is

now translated "defying his glorious

presence.
'

'

The King James Version states in

II Samuel 24:1 that the Lord "mov-

ed" David to number Israel, and in

I Chronicles 21:1 that Satan "pro-

voked" David to number Israle ; but

the Hebrew verb is the same in the

two cases, and means to move or in-

cite. Apparently it did not seem

proper to sixteenth-century transla-

tors to use the same verb for the Lord

and for Satan. The King James Ver-

sion simply kept the rendering of

these verses which was in the Great

Bible, the Geneva Bible, and the

Bishops' Bible. The present revised

versions use "moved" in both cases.

Coverdale's description of the be-

The Heart Association, through

its state and local chapters is asking

for continued support of the heart

program by generous contributions

this February. Though the drive will

continue through the ' entire month,
much of it will be concentrated on

Heart Sunday, February 26, Avhen

workers will go from home to home,

giving people an opportunity to con-

tribute. The campaign slogan says,

"Help Your Heart Fund Help Your
Heart.

'

'

havior of the prophets of all at

Mount Carmel includes "And they
hopped about the altar, as their u.se

was to do . . . And they cried aloud,

and provuked themselves with knives

and botkins (as their manner was)
till the blood flowed." The subse-

cpient sixteenth-century versions used
"leapt" and "cut themselves."

In IT C^orinthians 9 :2 and Hebrews
10 :24

'

' provoke
'

' is used in the sim-

ple sense of to call forth. "Your
zeal hath provoked very many" is

misleading, for Paul is saying to the

Corinthians tliat their zeal has awak-
ened similar zeal on the part of the

people of Macedonia. "Let us con-

sider one another to provoke unto
love and to good works" means "let
us consider how to stir up one anoth-
er to love and good works. '

'

BANTU BROTHERS & SISTERS.
(Continued from page 14.)

Project of the Month is suggested
by the Missionary Education Com-
mittee of the Division of Christian

Education. Church schools using

Pilgrim Series materials will find

missionary giving suggestions in their

regular curriculum courses. Project
of the INIonth is planned for our
church schools using closely graded,
elective or other materials, or for

clmrch schools desiring additional

giving suggestions.

Dates to Remember
1956

January 30-

February 2 Mid-Winter Meeting

Buck Hills Falls, Pennsylvania

May 1-3 Centennial Session of the Southern Convention
Union Ridge Congregational Christian Church
Route 2, Burlington. North Carolina

June 20-27 General Council of Congregational Christian Churches
Omaha, Nebraska

'THE LIVING WORD'
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It's time to love.

Sin's had its day;

Loss and heartache

Must needs give way.

It's time to love.

It's time to love.

The hour grows late

For man to turn

From force and hate.

It's time to love.

It's time to love.

And reap a harvest

That's sure to ripen

From mutual interest.

It's time to love.

It's time to love.

And claim the power

That shatters

Evil's ugly tower.

It's time to love.

It's time to love.

Tha Son of Man

Would have us try

The better plan.

It's time to love.

It's Time!
By REV. HENRY E. ROBINSON

It's time to pray.

And look to God

To humble hearts

Grown vain and proud.

It's time to pray.

It's time to pray

And seek the way

That leads from night

To light of day.

It's time to pray.

It's time to pray

And seek forgiveness.

We fail so often

The life of goodness.

It's time to pray.

It's time to pray

And thank our Father

For Priceless gifts

We daily gather.

It's time to pray.

It's time to pray

In behalf of others;

For through our prayers

God makes us brothers.

It's time to pray.

It's time to serve.

Words aren't enough

To right the wrongs,

To smooth the rough.

It's time to serve.

It's time to serve.

Christ needs our hands

To heal, to heal,

In many lands.

It's time to serve.

It's time to serve,

To share our wealth.

Both mind and body

Must have health.

It's time to serve.

It's time to serve

Man's deeper need

—

HQs heart to warm,

His soul to feed.

It's time to serve.

It's time to serve.

The place is near,

The need is great.

The call is clear.

It's time to serve.
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T\[ew Parsonage at Apple's Chapel

Pictured above is the new parsonage of Apple's Chapel Christian Church,

one of the larger rural churches of the North Carolina and Virginia Con-

ference. The pastor, Rev. Bland Leebrick tells us that he, his wife, and

their three children, Gloria, Deborah, and Bland, Jr., are "certainly en-

joying our new home." And he adds, "It is most convenient and ideally

arranged for small children." We congratulate Apple's Chapel on this

latest addition to its church plant.
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N-E-W-S B-R-I-E'F'S

United Congregational Christian

Pastor Resigns

The Rev. Richard L. Jackson, pas-

tor of the United Congregational

Christian Chnrch of Chapel Hill, has

presented his resignation, to take

effect on March 1, 1956. He has serv-

ed as minister of the church since

September, 1951.

Mr. Jackson is a graduate of Ohio

State University and the Yale Divin-

ity School. From 1941 to 1945 he

was pastor of a rural pastorate in

Waverly, Virginia. In 1946 he and
Mrs. Jackson went out under the

American Board as missionaries to

the Shaowu Mission in the Fukien

Province of China, where they re-

mained until the Communist govern-

ment restrictions on their work and

activities forced them to return to

this country.

Mr. Jackson and his wife, the form-

er Dorothy Potter of Washington,

D. C, have three children, Lewis,

David and Susan.

The family will move to Springfield,

Ohio, around the first of Mai*ch,

Avhere Mr. Jackson has accepted the

pastorate of the Snow Hill Congrega-

tional Christian Church.

Institute of Religion Speakers

Announced

Eastern North Carolina readers

will be interested in the following

schedule of speakers at the seven-

teenth annual Institute of Religion

in Raleigh, sponsored by the United

Church as a community service. Ma-
ny from communities as far away as

fifty and seventy-five miles attend.

The Institute begins on Januaiy 23,

and is lield each Monday evening for

six weeks. A fellowship dinner is

served at 6 :00 p. m., classes meet at

7 :00, and a headline address is heard

at 8 :00. The 1956 schedule follows

:

January 23 : Mrs. James D. Wy-
ker, immediate past president of the

United Church Women, vice-presi-

dent of the National Council of

Churches, a minister, and honorary

Doctor of Divinity :

'

' The Church in

a Revolutionary Age."

January 30 : Ira N. Gabrielson, the

president of Wildlife Management
Institute, Washington, and eminent

conservationist :

'

' Conservation or

Exploitation."

February 6: Patrick Murphy Ma-

lin, head of American Civil Liberties

Union: "Increasing ]\Iaturity in Po-

litical Liberties.
'

'

February 15 : Kenneth Riches, Suf-

fragan Bishop of Dorchester, Eng-
land :

'

' When Is a Man Mature ? '

'

February 20 ; Gilbert Seldes, critic

for Saturday Revieiv. "The Public

Stake in the Public Arts."

February 2'7
: George V. Denny,

Jr., former moderator of America's

Town Meeting of the Air, moderating

a panel on "The Supreme Court De-

cision."

Classes at the Institute treat these

four topics and meet at 7 :00 p. m. on

each Monday, January 23 to Febru-

ary 27: "Adjustment to Social

Change "
;

" Housing "
;

" Mental

Health in Modern Times"; and
"What Has America Contributed to

World ]\Iaturity.
'

' Various commun-
ity organizations participate in the

planning of the courses : the Raleigh

Woman's Club, the League of Women
Voters, and others. The public is in-

vited to any part of the Institute pro-

grom.

A Third Generation Misionary

The Rev. and Mrs. Robert W. Fair-

bank, Coiigregational Christian Avork-

ers in industrial Sholapur, India,

among the Marathi people, sailed

back to their post on the 88 Andrea
Doria from New York, on Thursday,

January 19. The Fairbanks have been

making their headquarters during

this furlough year at the Walker Mis-

sionary Homes, Auburndale, Mass.

Mr. Fairbank has an unusual liiok

with India. Not only was he born

and brought up in that country, but

(Continued on page 15.)
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Laymen and the Church . . .

J. E. Danieley, Editor, Box 515, Elon College, N. C.

Plan Now to Attend Annual

Mid-Winter Rally

Newport News, Va.,

January 19, 1956.

Laymen of the Convention,

Greetings

:

Plan now to attend the annual Mid-

Winter Rally of the Laymen's Fel-

lowship of the Southern CouA^ention

of Congregational Christian Churches

on Sunday, February 19, 1956. at 3

o'clock in the aftenioon, at Elon Col-

leg, Elon College, N. C.

These ".get-togethers" during the

mid-winter have become one of the

high points of our Fellowship, giving

us outstanding speakers, fine fellow-

ship and a better understanding of

our church and its activities.

Please announce this to the men of

your church. Make plans to attead,

and keep alert for more information

about the Mid-Winter Rally.

Yours cordially.

The Rally Committee.

*****
Elon College Laymen Hold

Quarterly Meeting

The Laymen's Fellowship of the

Elon College Community Chixrch met

on Friday nisht, Januaiy 20, in the

Parish House. Dr. H. H. Cunning-

ham, recently elected president of the

Fellowship, presided at the meeting.

The speaker for the occasion was
Mayor J. D. Schmidt of Elon College.

Mayor Schmidt spoke on the prob-

lems which face the town, explaining

some of the situations with which the

Town Board has had to cope. He
publicly expressed appreciation for

the cooperation which the town has

received from the Orphanage and the

College. He called for a greater par-

ticipation on the part of the citizen-

ry in the affairs of local government

and welcomed suggestions for the im-

provement of the community.

During the delicious meal served

by a group of ladies of the church,

music was furnished by a quartette

form the College. Eddie Robbins,

Bill Turner, Stewart Cass and Jerry

Smyre, all of Greensboro, N. C, sang

several selections, aeeompanied at the

piano by Vernon Joyner of Frank-

lin, Va.

Mark McAdams introduced Ken-
neth S. Clem, new principal of the

local public school; Dr. Cunningham
introduced several students who were

present; and J. Earl Danieley intro-

duced new members of the Elon Col-

lege faculty who were present, in-

cluding Prof. Clyde McCants, Prof.

John Kittenger, and Prof. Dewey
Stowers.

D. Marsh McLelland, chairman of

the Building Fund Campaign Com-
mittee, spoke briefly on the campaign

which has been planned for March,

when Curtis R. Schumacher will be

present to direct the stewardship em-

phasis.

The invocation was by D. INIarsh

McLelland, and the benediction by

T. fl. Mackintosh.

Other officers of the group, besides

Dr. Cunningham, are Dr. N. F. Bran

nock, vice-president ; Wilkes Lowe,

Jr., secretary, and Waver!y Hughes,

treasurer.

The next meeting has been set for

April 20.

Tithing Simplifies Giving

I never felt that I was able to tithe.

1 liave always felt that I should tithe,

but somehow I just couldn't quite get

into the act of separating a tenth of

my earnings and putting it aside for

the Lord's part.

A little over a year ago Dr. AVarren

H. Denison came to our church to

head up our Every ]\Iember Canvass

to raise the budget for 1954-55. Af-

ter hearing him speak several times

on Stewardship, I came to a decision

that had perplexed me for many
years. Well, to come to the point, he

convinced me that I couldn't afford

not to tithe. He reversed my think-

ing entirely.

In the beginning of the 1954-55

church year, T began separating a

tenth of my income and putting it

aside as the Lord's. I put about 70

per cent in the church plate, and the

other 30 or more goes to many worthy

causes. I find that it simplifies giv-

ing to a minimum. Heretofore, I

was always puzzled as to what I

shou.ld put in the church plate, and

what I should give to this or that.

Tithing settles all these questions,

and consequently makes it easy to

give back to the Lord that which is

rightfully his.

Dr. Denison, to my mind, is the

most convincing man on Stewardship

I have ever heard. We men of the

church went forth in pairs and raised

the budget for 1954-55 easily. This

year we did the same, aided by our

able pastor, the Rev. ]\Ielvin Dollar,

and the spirit and good-will of Dr.

Denison, who was not with us in per-

son, but the ]-eflection of his teaching

of last 3-ear was .still fresh in our

memory. We went well over the top

for 1955-56.

My point is simply this, if you feel

that j^ou should tithe, by all means
try it for one year as I did. You
will find it so easy and simple that

you will wonder why all Christians

do not tithe. It is interesting. It is

fun. It is a great inspiration to one's

soul to realize the keeping of one of

the great plans of giving laid down
by our Lord in the great Book of

Books, the Bible.

W. H. Bradshaw.
A member of the Rosemont Chris-

tian Church, Norfolk, Virginia.

"Lay Visitation Evangelism Worked
In Our Church"

Visitation Evangelism are quite big

words to most of us laymen. Yet,

when put into action, they become
more simple with very much mean-
ing. Perhaps in the past we laymen
have thought that evangelism was a
job for tlie pastor only. With that

thought in mind, I am sure we have
missed a great opportunity in shar-

ing the Christ we know with our fel-

low man.
About three years ago Ave had our

first lay visitation at Amelia. Our
pastor, living out of the community
at the time, gave me the opportunity
to conduct and instruct our program.
A "sort of" survey was made of our
community by getting the names of
all the people Avho were not attending
any church; also, with all the infor-

mation we could get about their re-

lationship with any other church.
Each name, with this information,
was placed on a prospect card for use
in the visitation.

We decided to visit just prior to

our revival services. A personal con-
tact was made with the men of the
church to see who would do the job.

Twelve men were chosen to go out
and share with their feliowmen the
Christ in whom they believed. Sure-
ly a new and wonderful experience
it was for all of us! We obtained a

"turn over" chart with Rev. Fred
Register's help, prepared by "Tid-
ings" for a guide in our new work.
The chart was prepared for four

(Continued on page 11.)
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Editorial . . .

Am I My Brother's Keeper
Cain was the first to raise the question which

we are considering. It was not an academic ques-

tion. It was a very practical one. In a jealous

rage, he had already murdered his brother. And
had probably buried him in a shallow grave. The
story of Cain and Abel is told in the fourth chapter

of Genesis. The question which Cain asked recurs

again and again throughout the Bible.

The Christian Gospel is an exposition of the

personal responsibility of one person for another.

It is a sharing of the concern which God has for

all mankind. "God so loved the world that he gave

his only Son." The Son said, "By this all men will

know that you are my disciples, if you have love

for one another,"

Every Christian knows that every human re-

lationship should be rooted in love; but very few

Christians show forth that love in their attitudes

toward all people with whom they have dealings.

It is not always present within the confines of a

local church. There are many Christians who hon-

estly try to keep all bitterness and ill-will toward

their fellow church members out of their hearts

but do not feel any personal responsibility to help

their fellow church members to enjoy a richer and

fuller Christian experience. They have never un-

derstood the extent to which all Christians are truly

members one of another.

Church membership is increasing so rapidly in

the United States that frequently it is front page

news in the secular press. This increase in mem-
bership is calling forth some serious thinking on

the part of many church leaders. It certainly pre-

sents a challenge to all churches. It challenges the

churches to bring into their membership those who
are thinking seriously about seeking church affilia-

tion. It is a challenge to make church membership

mean more to those who are already members and

to enlist in active service those who may unite with

the church.

The sad fact is that of the millions of members

enrolled in the Protestant churches of this country,

only about half are taking any active part in car-

rying on the program of the church in which they

are enrolled. It is impossible to determine the

number of active members in any church. The re-

quirements of active membership would vary from

church to church. But of the churches with which

our readers are acquainted, the above estimate ap-

proximates the actual situation.

Surely there are many things which might be

done to improve the situation just mentioned. The
problem as a part of the task in which the churches

of the Southern Convention are now actively en-

gaged. Evangelism has for its goal helping people

to become true disciples of Christ. This means in-

fluencing them to become living, functioning mem-
bers of die Church which is the Body of Christ.

The sort of church into which a new member
comes will certainly in some measure determine

the sort of church member he will become.

What ought a church to do about that part of

Its membership which is inactive? The inactivity

of many members is caused by circumstances be-

yond their control. Sickness, invalidism, and ad-

vanced age make it impossible for them to take an

active part in the work of the church. To such

members the church owes a very definite obliga-

tion. It is an obligation which cannot be adequate-

ly met by the pastor, if the pastor is to meet all the

other responsibilities of his office.

Is it possible to so organize and assign that

half of the church membership which is active that

each of them will be responsible for one of the in-

active members? Dr. Frank C. Laubach has dealt

illiteracy a mortal blow by his plan of Each One
Teach One. Congregational Christian churches

believe that every Christian is a priest. If that be-

lief be true, then make an opportunity for Every

One to Minister to One.

Individualism can be encouraged until indi-

viduals become too rugged. There are times when
it seems that has happened to Congregational Chris-

tians. Church members frequently discuss church

affairs and spiritual interests only with those who
see eye to eye as they do. Such discussions may be

comforting. They do not make for breadth of un-

derstanding and sympathy.

When Jesus sent his disciples out on preaching

missions he sent two together. It seems to work
very well. It is being done successfully in raising

church budgets. It works well in personal evan-

gelism. It is worth a trial in enkindling interest and
enthusiasm among inactive church members.

The sort of thing we are suggesting would not

be advertised as a campaign. In order to give it

a fair trial, it could not be limited to two or three

visits. Two people would be selected to assume the

responsibility for an inactive member. They would
undertake to get really acquainted, if that is neces-

sary, to win the confidence of the person, and to

try every reasonable means to bring that person into

the activities of the church.

Active members, in many churches, are ac-

quainted only with a small group of the church

with which they have worked in some particular

church activity. They know the majority of their

fellow members only as faces which they have seen

occasionally at the morning worship hour. Any
plan or scheme of church activity which brings the

membership into closer acquaintance is worth the

time and effort which is required.
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The Answer Is God"

Conference, for each church, and for

each individual.

One of the pamphlets used in the

AVorld Wide Church Attendance
Movement says :

'

' The need of the

world is likewise the need of society,

the home, and the individual. Just

as the answer to the need of the world

is- God, just so is God ilie answer to

the need of society, the home, and the

individual.
'

' Society needs its component parts

cleansed, remade, transformed. Sin

spots must be removed. Gambling

dens, dives, and all that tend to de-

grade and mar the personality of

IN THE NORTH CAROLINA AND VIRGINIA CONFERENCE

By REV. W. WALTER HALL
Pastor of the Congregational Christian Church, Danville, Virginia

We of the North Carolina and Vir-

ginia Conference, along with the other

Conferences of the Southern Conven-

tion, have pledged to make ourselves

a part of a great united effort in

Evangelism during the weeks leading

itp to Easter. It is the hope of your

Committee on Evangelism that each

church of the N. C. and Va. Confer-

ence will take part in our united Visi-

tation Evangelism and Simultaneous

Evangelistic Services.

It is fitting that we have chosen the

same theme as that being used in the

World Wide Church Attendance
Movement—"The Answer Is God."
Let us be sure that our people are

brought face to face with the fact,

over and o^'er again, that God has

the answer—indeed that he is the an-

swer to their every need. Our unit-

ing in this evangelistic effort should

be a spiritual experience for all of

us. It is really a new venture for

most of our conferences and for the

convention,

Few of our Congregational Chris-

tian Churches within the bounds of

the Southern Convention have a sis-

ter church less than ten miles distant.

Because of this fact we are often led

to think of our individual churches

as rather isolated outposts denomina-

tionally speaking. It has also caused

^is to do most of our work for the

present and planning for the future

on the local level, depending largely

on conference reports to find out what
other pastors and churches are do-

ing. We should be encouraged and
strengthened as we enter into this

(experience of "holding hands" with

the other churclies of our church

—

working together in a great united

evangelistic effort toward a goal of

blesshig to all.

As we proclaim "The Answer Is

God" on the convention or state

level, let us not begin to believe that

the general proclamation Avill malce

it so. As a conference this does not

mean that we are launching out to-

gether on a journey which will prove

that God will be the answer or des-

tination in the end—the "pot of

gold" at the end of our conference-

wide "rainbow" of united .activity.

Rather, it means t|-]i<jt the a-jigwer is

^God all the way f05 the N. C. sfid Va,

man must be outlawed. All that

harms the body, crazes the mind, and
poisons the spirit must be done away
with. The one sure remedy for a

sinful society is redeeming the people,

cleansing their lives, every one, one

by one. For a converted society we
must have converted people. 'The

Answer is God.' "

No church is any better or worse

than the individual Christians who
compose it, and our N. C. and Va.

Conference will succeed or fail in

this effort as it is backed by the

churches that make it up. So you
see—much depends upon each of you
who read these lines. It is mere com-

monplace to sing or pray, "Lord,
send a revival, and let it begin in

me." Where else can a spiritual

quickening take place but in the in-

dividual life? There is no abstract

"church" which can be revivified

apart from the men and women who
(Continued on page 13.)

The Place of the Responsibility List

in Evangelism
By REV. WALSTEIN W. SNYDER

Pastor of the Beverly Hills Church of Burlington, North Carolina

The responsibility list plays a very

important part in Evangelism. The
first ineetiiig that I held as the new
pastor of the Beverly Hills Church
was with a representative group of

the church for the purpose of com-

piling such a list. I knew that with

an enrollment of only fifteen mem-
bers, five of whom were members of

the preceeding minister's family,

somebody was going to have to make
some personal contacts with new fam-

ilies, people who might be interested

in our church. I knew full well that

tliai somebody was the pastor. There-

fore I asked this group to give me
the names of families in our area that

they knew either to be unchurched,

or who were not attending church

anywhere. This was the beginning

of my prospect list, which we are told

now by those in the fiield of Evangel-

ism Avho should know, we should call

our responsibility list.

Certainly not every family that

goes on such a list will necessarily be-

come a part of your church. Per-

haps only a small percentage Avill

become members of your church. I

have been at Beverly Hills four years

and have records on 448 families. In

our membership of 204 we have rep-

resented 110 of these families. We
have placed 215 of these families on

an inactive file for one of three rea-

sons: having moved from the city,

having joined another church, or be-

cause of a complete lack of interest,

being unable to create any desire in

these individuals for the program of

the church. That means we still have

123 families on our responsibility list.

They are not all possibilities for

church membership, but for one rea-

son or another we feel that our church

has a responsibility to these people.

It is hard to conceive how a min-

ister can do his best work in a chiireh

and community without such a list.

Lay-visitation is a very important

phase of any church's program, but

it will not take the place of this type

of calling on the part of the minister.

Lay-visitation should be an addition

to this type of calling. After the

minister has prepared the way, he can

make valuable use of his laymen in his

program of Visitation Evangelism.

This has been written from the

standpoint of a new urban church,

but what has been said here is equal-

ly true for rural work—perhaps even

more so. Regardless of whether you

are an urban or rural minister, you

must have a systematic Avay of work-

ing with the people in your area if

your church is to grow and do an

effective ^ob in the community.
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The Religious Survey and Evangelism
By REV. GEORGE D. ALLEY

Pastor of Suffolk Christian Church

The process which we know as

"Evangelism" and which always

needs renewed emphasis and under-

standing among Christian folk ha^^

been most aptly defined as "zeal and
enthusiasm in spreading the Gos-

pel." All who count themselves dis-

ciples of our Lord Jesus Christ are

aware of the divine commission, "Go
ye into all the world, and preach the

Gospel to every creature," (Mark 3 6 :

15). In carrying out this noble as-

signment we have come to believe

that to "go into all the world" often

means beginning in our own neigh-

borhood or in our own community
and that even as we sejid missionaries

to the far corners of the earth to

spread the Gospel, we liave a prior

responsibility to reacli those un-

churched people closest to r^s, some-

times right next-door.

It is the purpose of the religious

survey to find out who these people

are, where they li\'e, Avhat their pre-

vious religious experience has been,

and hoAV interested they are, or may
be helped to become, in establishhig

a closer tie with the life of the church.

Insofar as the religious survey pro-

vides for this exchange of informa-

tion, letting the church know about

people and letting people know about

the church's interest in their wel-

fare, it becomes an effective tool of

Evangelism. Indeed, in these days
when millions of people are on the

move, within great metropolitan cen-

ters, from the inner-city to the sub-

urbs, and from the suburbs to the

countryside, it becomes a most nec-

essary tool.

Since the proof of any pudding is

in the eating and because "by their

fruits ye shall know them," it is only

fair to say that the scientific and
sociological techniques employed in

good religious surveys have been ex-

tremely productive in the growth and
development of the churches of A-
merica over the past two or three

decades. As the churches have sought

to keep peace with the tremendous
growth of population and of cities it

has been altogether proper that they

adopt those up-to-date practices of

the social scientists which Avould as-

sist them. As a result, it lias been
possible for chni-ch leaders to predict,

with a very high degree of accuracy

and well-in-advance those situations

in which new churches would be of

strategic importance.

This has meant the erection of

literally thousands of church build-

ings in brand new communities com-

mensurate in size with the anticipat-

ed growth of the population, the

planning and establishment of new
congregations in suburban areas

wliich have seen a great influx of peo-

ple from the heart of our large cities,

the designing of new patterns of min-

istry and program to meet the chang-

ing needs of neighborhoods, and to

determine those circumstances whicli

indicate. o(^'casionally, that a particu-

lar church has outgrown its Useful-

ness, These, with many lesser aiid

more detailed "findings" have been

some of the fruits of the religious

survey.

How are sucli surveys made ? Usu-

ally through the cooperative effort of

all the churches in a given communi-

ty, working through a local Council

of Churches or a Ministerial Associa-

tion. In larger urban situations

Councils of Churches and a few in-

dividual denominations have employ-

ed staff' ])ersons thoroughly trained

in the sociology of religion whose full-

time responsibility is in this area of

research and survey. Vast quanities

of information about neighborhoods

and community areas within a great

eit.y may be obtained from all manner
of published reports of census, hous-

ing, utilities, etc., but in the last

analysis the most factual informa-

tion is obtained there, as in the small-

er town, by interviewing the people

actually concerned, where they live.

The saine general methods should be

employed in making a religious sur-

vey, regardless of the size of the com-

munity involved.

In a typical community, whether it

be one of 10,000 or of 50,000 people,

a great deal of initial, behind-the-

scenes planning must be done before

any actual canvass is made. A com-

mittee of ministers and|or lay people

meets to determine the purpose of

the sitrvey, the information which

will be sought, and how the facts will

be shared and used once they are ob-

tained. Extensive publicity as to

why the survey is to be made, when
it will take place, and how people

may best assist in it, should begin

well ahead of the time for which the

survey is scheduled. Ministers or lay

leaders in each congregation then go

about securing volunteers who will

go out to do the interviewing and

these people, from all the churches,

are called together for a period of in-

struction.

At this meeting someone well vers-

ed in what is to happen should go

o\er the card on which the informa-

tion obtained will be recorded, ex-

plaining each step in detail, geo-

graphical assignments are made, dead-

lines for reporting are set, and it is

generally agreed as to how the fact-

ual data is to be used. These steps

constitute, in brief outline, the basic

proeeedttre. Surveys can be far more

elaborate thari thisj resulting in many
Images of written material, togetber

with charts, graphs, and statistical

tables which give an over-all, visual

summary Of findings. But in the

average community the purpose is

still to find out who the un-ehurchecl

people are, where they live, and how
they may be more closely related to

the life of the church. Thus, if the

survey results in these few major ac-

complishments it will have served its

purpose and served it well.

From all current trends and indi-

cations it is apparent that the need

for zeal and enthusiasm in spreading

the gospel Avill be(,'Ome greater before

it becomes less. People are still on

the move and will continue to be. The

uprooting of the stable ties to family

and home-town goes on. The de-

personalizing factors of being a

stranger in a foreign land are still in

operation. In his movements and his

machinations mankind goes on to

create economic and social and spirit-

ual problems for himself far faster

than he can provide their solutions.

So long as any of these things are

true mankind will need the church
wherever he may be. If we are to

live up to our responsibility as Chris-

tians we will need to see to it that the

church is everywhere, with more
strength and power than it has ever

known before. This will be Evange-

lism at its best.

George D. Alley.

What do we really hold to be worth-

while? Most of us would say that

our families and our relationship to

God are the most worthwhile things

in life. Do we really believe this?

Money is a standard of value and a

medium of exchange. The i^robabili-

ty is, the way we spend it most clear-

ly indicates whait we re»a,ll.y hold as of

supreme valuq^—T, K. fli<ompson.
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News of Elon College
PREsroENT L. E. Smith, Elon College, N. C.

Elon College Board of Trustees

Request Dr. Smith to Remain

in Service Till, July, 1957

The Board of Trustees of Elon Col-

lege, at its annual mid-winter meet-

ing held on the college campus on

Tuesday, January 17, requested Dr.

L. E. Smith, now in his twenty-fifth

year as Eton's president, to continue

in service as president until July 1,

1957.

The request was made by the board

upon the recommendation of a special

trustee committee, which Avas named
last summer to select a suitable suc-

cessor upon Dr. Smith's retirement

from the presidential post. Dr. Smith

had requested earlier last summer
that he be retired in 1956 or after

that date at the pleasure of the board.

His request for retirement was in

keeping with a board ruling to set a

definite retirement age, after which

active service of Elon faculty mem-
bers would be terminated.

The special trustee committee, in

reporting upon the matter of a suc-

cessor, stated that a number of letters

and suggestions had been received

from persons interested in the mat-

ter. However, the group declared

that selection of a suitable candidnte

for the Elon presidency would re-

quire additional time and that, should

such a candidate be selected, he would

probably not be available to assume

the presidential duties before mid-

summer of 1957.

The trustee committee which re-

ported in this matter includes Mills

E. Godwin, Jr., of Suffolk, Va. ; Mrs.

J. H. McEwen, of Burlington, N. C.

;

Clyde W. Gordon, of Burlington;

Reid A. Maynard, of Burlington, and

S. T. Holland, of Windsor, Va.

Acting upon other matters at the

winter session, the trustees heard a

report from the building committee

on the progress made thus far on the

new dining hall and the two new
dormitories that are now under con-

struction at Elon. They also acted

to facilitate the fiuid-raising cam-
paign that began last fall, expressed

pleasure in regard to recent gifts to

the college by foundations and busi-

ness groups, and acted to clarify an

earlier stand by the board in regard

to enrollment limitations at Elon.

The building committee reported

that worlv on the McEwen Memorial

Dining Hall is 75 to 80 per cent done

and t]iat it is expected to be complet-

ed by April 1 ; that Virginia Hall for

girls is 50 to 60 per cent done, and

is expected to be completed by May
1, and that Carolina Hall for boys

is 40 per cent done and expected to

be completed by June 1.

As part of the building program,

the trustees authorized complete ren-

ovation and reconditioning of West
Dormitory, which now houses many
of the girls on the campus. This

work is to be undertaken not later

than June 1, and completed in time

for use by September 1 of this year.

The board voted enthusiastically

to seek completion for the $2,500,000

fund-raising campaign by the end

of 1956. It was reported that $1,-

550,000 has already been received and
that $450,000 of the remainder has

been conditionally pledged. This

would leave $500,000 to be raised.

Tlie group expressed pleasure at the

recent grants to the college from the

Ford Foundation, the Wachovia
Bank and Trust Company, and the

Esso Foundation.

Considering an action taken by the

trustees some years ago to limit the

student enrollment of Elon College

to 1,000 students, the ruling was in-

terpreted at the recent meeting of

the Ijoard to mean a 1,000 limit upon
enrollment in the day-time classes of

the college. The Evening School is

a more recent development on the

campus and was not considered in

the original trustee ruling.

Declaration of Purpose

That the churches may know how
the campaign to secure the Declara-

tion of Purpose from the churches in

the Southern Convention is progress-

ing, we are making a Aveekly report.

Fir.st will be listed all churches that

have previously sent in their Decla-

ration of Purpose. Second, all ad-

ditional churches that have signed

their Declarations of Purpose and

forwarded them.

I have a letter from the Reverend

Alfred Noyce of our United Church

in Raleigh, stating that his church

had officially accepted their quota and

would begin to pay in 1957, at the

rate of $325 annually.

A letter from Reverend George

Alley of Suffolk, Virginia, stated

that^he Suffolk Church had officially

approved a total of $10,000 toward

the payment of Virginia Hall, to be

paid $2,000 annually.

Also, I have a letter from Reverend

Harvey Carnes of Franklin, Virginia,

stating that the Franklin Church had
approved its total quota for Virginia

Hall and would be paid on an annual

basis, the first payment of $2,000 to

be paid in 1956.

A letter from Reverend Fred
Wright states that Mt. Auburn and
Bethlehem Churches have accepted

and forwarded their Declarations of

Purpose, and that Antioch Church

had the matter under consideration

and would report later.

The last Declaration of Purpose

was from Reverend Eugene Talley

for New Hope Church.

These are encouraging letters, and

I am sure other churches will make
haste to folloAv.

Previously Reported:

OAROLmA HALL.

Name of Church Amount
$ 886.00

Beginning Nov., 56; 5 years.

281.75

Beginning Sept., 56; 5 years.

Mt. Zion 1,000.00

Beginning Jan., 56; 10 years.

595.00

Beginning Jan., 56; 5 years.

Hope Mills 414.75

Beginning Jan., 57; 5 years.

939.75

Beginning Jan., 58 ; 10 years.

Pfafftown 463.75

Beginning Jan., 56; 5 years.

VIRGINIA HALL.
Bethel $ 912.00

Beginning 1956; 10 years.

Ingram 1,748.25

Beginning Jan., 57; 8 years.

2,019.00

Beginning Jan., 56; 5 years.

2,841.00

Beginning Oct., 56; 5 years.

Additional Churches:

CAROLINA HALL.

Name of Church Amount
$1,120.00

Beginning Jan., 56; 5 years.

, 1,048.25

Beginning 1957.

Bethlehem 294.00

Beginning 1957, 5 years.

*****
Apportionment Giving

Our Sunday schools and churches

continue to encourage the college and
all who are interested in it by their

weekly contributions for the college's

(Continued on page 10.)
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Church Women at Work
With Emphasis on Missions

Mrs. J. H. Booth, Jr., Editor

143 Winchester Drive, Hampton, Va.

Women's Fellowship Leaders Will

Attend Mid-Winter Meetings

Mrs. W. B. Williams, vice-presi-

dent of the National Women's Fel-

lowship ; Mrs. F. C. Lester, president

of the Southern Convention Women's
Fellowship, and Mrs. Mark W. An-
des, president of the North Carolina

Fellowship of Congrregational Chris-

tian Women, plan to attend the mid-

winter meeting of the Missions Coun-
cil in Buck Hills Falls, Pennsylvania,

January 28 through February 2.

Prior to this meeting, Mrs. Wil-

liams will be attending an Executive

Board meeting of the National Wom-
en's Fellowship in New York City on

January 26.

*****
Thank Offering Boxes

Have you ever "bitten off more
than you could chew"? That was
very nearly the case with your pres-

ident and the Thank Offering boxes!

Because time was short, it seemed
wise for me to try to distribute the

Thank Offering boxes to each society,

rather than sending them to the var-

ious officers for forwarding. First of

all, I secured the "Women's Gift"
boxes from our denomination, then

I had to find out from district super-

intendents how many to send to each

society, and the new mailing list of

society presidents had to be made up
for each of the three conferences.

Now some 6,000 have been mailed

to local groups—including one carton

of 1,625 (they come from the printer

in cartons containing that number)
Avhich split open just as I was lifting

it into my ear! These little boxes,

when flat, are among the slipperiest

things ever invented, and you would
have laughed had you seen me trying

to retrieve them from the street I

It just may be that I have made a

mistake and missed your group. If

so, it was an oversight on my part.

If that happened, please drop me a

card, telling hoAP many you can use

and the name and address of the per-

son to whom they should be sent.

Or it may be that you did not re-

ceive enough boxes. Several district

superintendents apparently did not
have the information I requested,

and so I finally guessed at a number
for each society in their districts and

sent the boxes on. Again, I know
of some groups that are planning to

give boxes to the shut-ins in their

churches, thinking they would like to

share in this, although they may not

be listed among the active members.

Other groups are planning to give a

box to each woman in their church.

That will necessitate more boxes than

you received, probably. I have extra

ones on hand, so please call for them

if you need them.

And each day, as you place coins

in the box which is your.s, remember
tliat you are going to give that money
to help young Indian Americans se-

cure training so that they can take

their rightful places in our nation's

life.

Emily C. Lester.

*****
Meet Joe Morita

Joe Morita is from Kyoto, Japan,

and has been in the United States

almost two years. He completed his

freshman year at Doshisha Universi-

ty in Japan and had one year at

Southern Union College in Wadley,
Alabama, graduatina- last June.

Joe's real name is Shigemi, but he

earned the name "Joe" Avhile work-

ing in the Chaplain's office during

the war, Avhere "G. I. Joe" was a

popular name. Joe plans to go back

home and work in the church. He is

a member of the Doshisha Congrega-

itonal Church. He is majoring in

Social Science at Elon College.

Joe has spoken to many of our

church groups in North Carolina and
Virginia and in several other states.

He spent most of the summer working
in camps and conferences.

Joe has several brothers and a sis-

ter. His father, a doctor, was sent

to Manchuria to do government med-
ical work, and his mother holds a

position in a government office to help

support the family. Joe is being

sponsored and supported by Mr. W.
P. Ingram of Birmingham, Ala.

Joe has several hobbies, stamp col-

lecting being one, and postcard col-

lecting being another. He likes most
all sports and is an excellent swim-
mer.

Joe received much help about the

American language from mail order

catalogues of department stores. Joe

is surprised at the informality of the
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classroom. He has learned that it is

not necessary for him to stand and

bow in Oriental fashion when the

professor enters the classroom. He
was surprised that coeds called him

"you kid" and students call each

other "you guys." Sometimes he

thinks the American language con-

sists of slang. He is quite wise in

American ways and likes most Amer-

ican foods except cornbread. He
Avill probably be at Elon one more

year after this one. He hopes to visit

Europe before going home, and plan.s

to return home via Hawaii.

*****
Miss Gladys Hanbury Honored

"Labor brings you joy," said Mf.

R. W. Spruill, when he presented

Miss Gladys Hanbury, organist of

the South Noi'folk Congregational

Christian Church, with a plaque for

50 years' service at a surprise party

on December 8, 1955. "This state-

ment from the 'Good Book' symbol-

izes the life of the honor guest," con-

tinued Mr. Spruill.

Approximately 200 persons were

present to honor the sister-in-law of

the Rev. 0. D. Poythress at the piano-

organ recital in the church auditori-

um. ]\Iiss Hanbury was also pre-

sented Avith a fifty-dollar bill as a

token for long and patient service.

Prior to the recital, Cecil Hollowell

read the minutes of the fifth business

meeting of the church held in 1905, at

which Miss Hanbury was elected or-

ganist. This meeting was held in

the school building which once stood

on Jackson Avenue.

The recital included sevei'al num-

bers on the organ by Mrs. Fletcher

Barnes of the Baptist Church, and

selections on the piano by Mr. Dan
Jones. Together, they played

'

' What

a Friend We Have in Jesus."

Henry Seymour read the following

poem written by Virginia Hare

:

Gladys Hanbury.

God is a wonderful Artist,

And a great Musician, too;

And these and his many talents

He used when he made you.

He gave you tireless energy,

Then love and beauty, too;

The vision to see your duty,

And courage to see it through.

With happy heart and willing hands,

You've followed each plan of the way;

Now with appreciation, devotion sincere.

We honor you today.

Following this, the guests went to

the social hall where the program

continued. There was a pantomime

by the Dorcas Class, old time singing

by a mix;ed chorus, and piano num-

( Continued on page 9.)
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Workshops on Evangelism
By REV. FRED P. REGISTER

Convention Secretary of Stewardship and Evangelism

Evangelism Workshops have been

planned by the Committee on Evan-
gelism of the Southern Convention,

February 6-10, 1956. These repre-

sent the most extensive effort we have

made in this field.

These workshops will deal with the

major areas of evangelism : Revivals,

Pastors' Classes, The Colony Plan,

Fellowship Evangelism, Discovering

Prospects, The Assimilation of Ncav

Members, Lay Visitation Evangelism,

and Pastoral Evangelism. The place

of evangelism in the life of the church

and the role of the minister in the

year-around program of evangelism

will receive consideration. These

Workshops have been designed to aid

the total program of evangelism and

not merely to promote one phase.

Full details and plans for our com-

ing Simultaneous Evangelistic Serv-

ices will be shared. The assignment

of ministers to serve as evangelists

will be announced. Posters, news re-

leases and other items of publicity

will be distributed here. Lay Visi-

tation Evangelism materials will be

on sale in quantity. You can pur-

chase all necessary materials for your

Lay Visitation Evangelism program,

and there will be a display of all

other evangelistic materials available

from our denomination, on order.

We have been fortunate in secur-

ing two competent and nationally

known men to share in the leading of

these Workshops. Dr. Aaron N.

Meckel, Congregational Christian

minister of St. Petersburg, Florida,

will be the guest preacher. He will

give the opening and closing ad-

dresses. He has had wide experience

as an author and preacher in this

field. Dr. Woffard C. Timmons, min-

ister of our Church of Wide Fellow-

shop, Southern Pines, North Caroli-

na, was director of our National De-

partment of Evangelism for 10 years.

He has had rich and varied experi-

ence in large and small, rural and

^^rban churches. He has the capacity

to share the combined experiences of

hundreds of churches and ministers

plus an intimate and personal ac-

quaintance with the men who have

made outstanding contributions in

evangelism in the other major denom-

inations.

The afternoon session begins with

a luncheon and continues through

dinner. It is designed primarily for

ministers, due to the difficulty involv-

ed in lay people attending during the

day. Key lay people are, of course,

most welcome if they can arrange to

attend. Reservations for meals should

be made through your minister to the

chairmLan of the Conference Commit-
tee. The evening session is designed

primarily for lay people. The Avhy

and how of Lay Visitation Evangel-

ism will be simply and clearly pre-

sented. Dr. Meckel's closing message

will deal with the place of evangel-

ism in the life of the church.

Ever]) deacon and his wife of every

local church should be present. The

key officers of the Laymen's, Wom-
en's and Youth Fellowships ought to

be present, along with all other in-

terested people. The evening session

has been planned to give maximum
information and inspiration. It will

begin promptly at 7 :30 and will close

promptly at 9 :00. Surely it is not

asking too much of any Christian,

who occupies a position of influence

and leadership, to attend a one hour

and a half meeting, designed to ehir-

ify the purpose of and procedure for

this most important work of evangel-

ism. Here is a God-given opportuni-

ty. Let's plan now to attend. Pray
for these Workshops.

Fred P. Register.

# * *

Workshop Program.

12 :00 Luncheon.

1:00 Address, "The Minister's Pri-

mary Task," Dr. Aaron X.

Meckel.

1 :45 The Simultaneous Evangelis-

tic Program.

"The Colony Plan," Dr. W.
C. Timmons.

2 :50 Intermission.

3 :05 Fellowship Evangelism, Rev.

Fred P. Register.

Pastor's Class, Dr. W. C. Tim-

mons.

The Assimilation of New ]\Iem-

bers, Rev. Fred P. Register.

Presentation of the Available

Tools and Materials, Dr. W.
C. Timmons.

5 :10 Adjourn for dinner.

5 :45 Dinner.

7 :30 Lay Visitation Evangelism

—

Why and How, Rev. Fred
P. Register.

8:15 "The Urgency of the Gospel,"

Dr. Aaron N. Meckel,

9:00 Adjour4,

Page Nine

Workshops will be held in the fol-

lowing churches:

Bethlehem, Tenth Legion, Va., Feb-
ruary 6.

Bethlehem, Suffolk, Va., Februarv
7.

Beverly Hills, Burlington, N. C,
February 8.

Asheboro, Asheboro, N. C, Febru-
ary 9.

Wake Chapel, Fuqua-Varina, N.
C, February 10.

CHURCH WOMEN AT WORK.
(Continued from page 8.)

bers by three members of the youth
group: Kay Jordan, Mary Lou Ho-
gan and Brenda Harris. Billy Sher-
rill sang "White Christmas" and "I
Walk with God"; and the Hanbury
Sisters Trio sang "No One Ever
Cared for Me Like Jesus" and '

' Back
of the Clouds"; Mr. Poythress sang
"His Eye Is on the Sparrow" and
"Tying Apples on the Lilac Tree";
and there was a special chorus from
the choir.

Refreshments were served, and tlie

group sang in closing, "Blest Be the

Tie."
* * * * *

Dendron Women's Society Has
Fine Report

Most attractive Year Books for the

Dendron Society were made by Mrs.

Garland Morris and Mrs. Owen Whit-
more. These were distributed at the

first fall meeting. Mrs. Frederick
lluber of Union gave an interesting

review of "Hope Rises from the

Land" when the group met in the

liome of Mrs. Wilson Cox for the No-
vember meeting. The Thank Offer-

ing service was held immediately fol-

lowing Sunday school on the fourth
Sunday in November, this gave an
opportunity to the members of the

church to learn about the missionary
program of the denomination in Af-
rica. A public Christmas service

was held on December 11, when Mrs.
Edward Bresko of Petersburg sliow-

ed the slides which she took while

visiting the Holy Land. She broiight

along some of the articles which were
purchased and told of interesting ex-

periences she had on her tour last

summer, weaving into it the Nativity

Scene for her Christmas message.

The annual Christmas party was
held in the home of Mrs. Garland
Spratley. Mrs. Thurman Williams
assisted by Mrs. Garland Morris, gave
the Christmas meditation. In the

holiday atmosphere of the house, with
a Madona scene on the mantle, the
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Youth at Work in the Church
Rev. John S. Graves, Editor, Box 336, Elon College, N. C.

Activities of Youth Groups

at Rosemont

The Senior High and Junior Higli

Pilgrim FelloAvships of the Rosemont

Christian Church, South Norfolk,

Will join together in Youth Week

activities. The scliedule for the week

is as follows:

Sunday— Special Youth Service

with Youth Choir rendering the

music.

Monday—Informal supper with the

South Norfolk Christian Church

Young People at which time IMiss

Anne Quinley, teacher at Portlock

Elementary School, Avill lead Folk

Gam.es.

Tuesday—Iceskating.

Wednesday — Youth Week Radio

Program o)i Station WFOS (FM
Radio Station of the Oscar Smith

High School, South Norfolk).

Thursday- -Youth Week Banquet

Saturday—Bowling.

Sunday—Special Youth Connnun-

ion Service.

We have had scAcral projects this

fall including our Youth Choir and

Fellowship Club on Tuesday nights.

We sing each fourth Sunday night

for the church service. We had a

Trick or Treat for our Indian Ameri-

cans at which time we collected fifty

pounds of clothing, religious books

and school supplies. We gave 135.00

to the C. M. A. Our Work Day for

Christ offering was $30.00. The

Senior High Group is sponsoring a

Chnrch News Column in our High

School Magazine. We gave the Christ-

mas Pageant and the Junior High P.

F. went Christmas Caroling to the

homes of shut-ins in tlie community.

We closed the year with our annual

Watch Night Service on New Year's

Eve.

Senior Iligli I'ilgrim FelloAvship.

Betty IIassell,

President.

* * * « *

Youth Fellowship at Great Bridge

Tlie Youth Fellowship of Great

Bridge enjoyed a special program

recently. Two teachers from tlie

Great Bridge High School, who were

members of the Methodist-sponsored

Youth Wor]( Team and Travel Semi-

nar which toured Europe last sum-

mer, conducted the program. They
are ]\lisses Betty Jurgenson of Wil-
mington, N. C. and Rebecca Mann
of Cypress Chapel, Va., fonner pres-

ident of the Eastern Virginia Pilgrim

Fellowship.

Miss Jurgensen and Miss Mann
spent three weel^s in a Work Camp
at Dornbreik and Lubec, Germany,
working with refugees from the

Eastern Zone of Berlin. During their

travels they also visited England,

Holland, Switzerland, France and
Norway. They showed slides of their

trip and explained their work and

travels. They also conducted the

Worship Service. The entire church

was invited to this interesting pro-

gram which was followed by refresh-

ments and fellowship in the Social

Hall of the church.

Other activities of the Great Bridge

Group included an Indian Party at

the conclusion of their study of the

Indian Americans and a New Year's

Eve Party. They are currently mak-
ing plans to observe Youth AVeek.

A group of young people from the

First Church, Norfolk, accompanied
by their counselors, the Rev. and ]\Irs.

Olin B. Pendleton, were guests of

this Fellowship the first Sunday
evening in January. At this time a

film was showji on the life of Simon
Peter.

Mrs. Ja(,;k T. Akin,

Counselor.

* * * * «

Goals for Youth Groups

In a recent letter to the local Fel-

lowships of Eastern Virginia, the

following goals were given for the

year. Other conferences might fol-

low suit by meeting these goals.

1. Have a well planned worship

service at each meeting.

2. Have some organized study of

Pilgrim Fellowship on the local, state,

or national level.

3. Use Mission Study Books. (See

your Youth Packet.)

4. Use Lenten Devotions. (Avail-

able through the Division of Chris-

tian Education, Youth Department,

14 Beacon Street, Boston 5, Mass.

5c each.)

5. Make quarterly payments of

apportionment to your conference

treasurer.

7. Pay yearly apportionment in

full.

8. Be represented at conference

meetings and summer camps.

9. Study the Three Commissions:

Faith, Fellowship and Action.

10. Send one news article to The
Christian Sun each quarter. (Ad-

dress articles to the Editor, the Rev.

John S. Graves, Box 336, Elon Col-

lege, N. C.)

11. Contributions to Friendly Ser-

vice Project for our Indian American

neighbors.

12. Encourage each Pilgrim Fel-

lowship to have at least one member-

ship in the Conference Christian Mis-

sionary Association.

13. Emphasize the decision for

church vocations.

14. Observe Youth Week, having

public service with the entire church.

15. Invite one officer of the Con-

ference Pilgrim FelloAvship to visit

the church during the year.

APPORTIONMENT GIVING.

(Continued from page 7.)

support. They are getting off to a
good start. If it were possible for me
to sit down and talk Avith the of-

ficials of every Sunday school and
church in our convention and lay be-

fore them the plans and the needs of

our college, I am sure that they would
understand and be greatly interested.

Since this is impossible, I am sure

that many of the pastors of our

churches will be glad to take the time

to talk with the proper officials and

organizations in their Sunday schools

and churches and encourage them to

make their contributions to the ap-

portionment fund for the college, and

obligations may be met quarterly if

not weekly, that the college may have

the funds to meet its daily needs.

For instance, Ave have a good

report this Aveek, but only seven

churches out of more than tAVO hun-

dred made contributions. Two Avhole

conferences failed to send any report.

Together, we shall keep our col-

lege going and out of the red.

Previously reported $ 453.53

Eastern N. 0. Conference:

Payetteville $ 5.00

Liberty (Vance) 50.00

Eastern Va. Conference:

Franklin $176.00

Holland 121.00

Eosemont 125.00

N. C. and Va. Conference:

Bethel $ 4.99

Burlington, Bev. Hills . . . 30.50

Shallow Eord 35.00

Lynchburg 7.75

555.24

.Grand total , $ 1,008.77
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ISlews from the

United Church, Raleigh, to

Renovate Building

Meeting' in annual session on Wed-
nesday evening, January 11, 1956.

the membership of United Church in

Raleigh, N. C, voted unanimously
to launch a $20,000 building renova-

tion program during 1956, which is

the church's 75th anniversary year.

Sketches were presented by Edward
W. Waugh, a member of the church

and a prominent Raleigh architect.

New classroom space is contemplated

and other moderniziiig of the build-

ing which is located just tAvo blocks

from the North Carolina State Cap-
itol. Mr. L. L. Vaughan brought the

plans for an automatic heating sys-

tem.

United Church's mission budget
has been increased by 35 per cent for

the coming year as v/ell.*****
Open House at Apple's Chapel

Apple's Chapel's new church par-

sonage was recently completed. The
Rev. Bland A. Leebriclc and family

moved into the parsonage October 6,

1955.

Sunday afternoon, October 9, from

2 until 7 o'clock, open house was held.

The event Avas sponsored by the

Women's Fellowship of the church.

The women placed lovely flowers

throughout the house, greeted and
registered the guests, directed them
through the rooms, and served re-

freshments.

More than three hundred called

during the afternoon. In addition to

local friends and church members,

visitors came from Raleigh, Kerners-

ville, Asheboro, Greensboro, Reids-

ville, Carolina, Burlington, Whitsett,

Gibsonville, and Elon College.

Ministers and their wives present

were : Dr. and Mrs. L. E. Smith, Dr.

and Mrs. H. E. Robinson, Dr. and

Mrs. John G. Truitt, the Rev. and

Mrs. Roy Phillips, the Rev. and Mrs.

J. R. Lackey, the Rev. and Mrs. W.
J. Andes, and the Rev. C. A. Brown.

Everyone was delighted with the

building and showed a spirit of ap-

preciation for our progress. The

building is a modern brick veneer

structure, consisting of living room,

den, dining room, kitchen, utility,

three bedrooms, hall, bath, garage,

and space for two upstairs rooms. It

is equipped with a hot-water heating

system.
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The Farrior Brothers of Gibson-

ville, with Mr. J. H. Farrior general

contractor, did a grand job in the

construction of the building. They
received the hearty cooperation of

the Building Committee composed of

Mrs. John F. Brown, Mr. H. F. An-
drew, and Mrs. Paul Hardy.

Apple's Chapel is very proud of

this addition to our church property.

Under the consecrated leaderehip

of our pastor, the Rev. Bland A. Lee-

brick, the work of the church should

move forward at a rapid rate, and
do great things for the advancement
of God's Kingdom at home and a-

broad.

Mrs. R. E. Apple,

Reporter.

* * # =» *

Annual Meeting at Asheboro

More than one hundred attended

the felloAvship supper and annual bus-

iness meeting of the Asheboro, North
Carolina, Congregational Christian

Church on Wednesday, January 11.

This is a good-sized crowd for our

church group where many families

have members working on the "sec-

ond shift." Avhieh prohibits attend-

ance at evening meetings during thi'

weelv.

The Jiiiiiister, Dr. F. C. Lester, ])re-

sided over the business session, dur-

ing which the church voted to co-

operate Avith the Southern Conven-

tion plans for evangelistic visitation

and services. Frank BroAver enter-

tained the children during the busi-

ness session by showing- filmstrips.

The report of the historian, Mrs.

Ralph Smith, shoAved that twenty-six

members were receiA^ed during the

year 1955, and that no members Avere

lost by death. One member, Robert

Unitman, entered the ministry dur-

ing the year and is noAv a student at

Elon College.

The report of the financial secre-

tary, Mrs. John Griffin, showed a

total of more than $14,000 raised dur-

ing the year, Avhich is $3,200 OA^er

the preceding year. The report of

the treasurer, Clifford W. BoAvers,

showed all obligations paid in full.

Gifts received by the church in-

cluded a new Kimball piano for the

sanctuary, given by four families of

the church; a new communion serv-

ice (the one formerly used being giv-

en to Warwich Church, ncAvly organ-

ized under the leadership of the first
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Asheboro pastor) ; a guest book; and
the complete installation of ncAv light-

ing fixtures in the sanctuary, a gift

from tAvo Avomen's classes.

Records shoAved that. 102 was the

average attendance at morning wor-
shij). On one Sunday the entire

gronj) Avent to P]lon College, Avhere

they Avorshipped Avith the community
church, furnished a picnic dinner for

the orphanage group, and visited at

]\loonelon Avhere they Avere treated to

Avatermellon by the college.

The church believes it is important
to have its families knoAV about the

Avork of the denomination, and so it

subscribes to The Christian Sun for

all of its members.

Mrs. p. C. Lester.

Reporter.

WORKED IN OUR CHURCH,
(Continued from page 3.)

nights, Avith inspiration and instruc-

tion for each night. The men were
divided into teams. Tllach team was
given their prospect cards; also rec-

ord of decision cards to be signed by
those making a decision for Christ.

We had prayer together and then
Avent out tAvo by tAvo to tell otliers

about tlie Christ Ave knoAv and to

invite them to accept him as Lord and
Saviour and seek decisions for deeper
dedication, an experience that has

had deep and lasting impressions for

me and I'm sure I can say the same
for all the men Avho had a part in

the program. Each night after vis-

iting Ave Avould gather back at the

chnrcli to share our experiences and
to make a report on the night's work.
We visited betAveen forty and fifty

people during the four nights, Avith

a wonderful response. Several made
decisions for Christ and Avanted to

become members of our cliurch ; and
others who Avere living aAvay from
their home church, came by letter of

transfer.

During the Aveek of our re\'ival. the

church doors Avere opened and Ave

received into the felloAvship about

tAventy-fiA-e new members. It Avas

certainly a happy occasion for all of

us. Eacli year Ave use this method
taught by our Lord and Master to in-

vite others to him. A spark that has

become lighted, we trust will never

go out.

People all over this Avorld of ours

are hungering for something satisfy-

ing. LaA'men like you and me, Avho

knoAv Christ as Saviour and Lord, can

help to satisfy that hunger through

"Lay Visitcitiort Evangelism."

T. N, Daugiitry.
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Sunday School Lesson
By Rm'. H. S. Hardcastlji, D. D.

Jesus Teaches Gratitude

Lesson VI

—

February 5, 1956.

Memory Selection: ''It is a good
thing to give thanks unto the

Lord." Psalm 92: 21.

Background Scripture : Luke 17 :

1-19.

Devotional Reading: Psalm 100.

Jesus and Human Need.

Tliei'p seemed to be somethins:

about Jesus that drew needy hu-

manity to him. He sat at dinner in

Simon's house and "a Avoman that

Avas a sinner" came to wash his feet.

He soiiffht priA^acy in a home, and
when it was "noised that he was in

the house" a great Towd gathered

about the door. He Avas about to

pass throuirh a eity, and a man named
Zacehaeus climbed a sycamore tree in

the hope that "salvation might pass

that Avay. " Again and again the

multitudes brought their sick to him
to be healed. All these felt in some
Avay, that there was healing in liis

touch and in the hom of his g'arment,

that he could help them in their help-

lessness.

Today's lesson is a ease in point.

As the IMaster passed along the

borders of Galilee and Samaria, he

Avas met by ten lepers, who of neces-

sity stood afar off, and Avho cried out

in their misery and hopelessness,

"Jesus Master, have mercy upon us."

They Avere Avretched, lonely, despair-

ing men. Leprosy was a dread and

deadly disease. Sometimes eyes, ears,

noses, hands and arras Avere eaten off

by this loathsome disease. Those Avho

had the disease had to dAvell apart

from folks, even their OAvn families.

They had to cry out "Unclean, Un-
clean" as they Avalked along the

streets. Here they Avere, crying out

in hoarse voices, and from .heavy

hearts, "Jesus Master, haA^ mercy
upon us."

Miserii Loves Company.

There is something* significant about

this company of ten men. There were
nine Jews, and one Samaritan. Or-

dinarily these men would have had
nothing to do Avith each other. They
aA'oided each other. But misery loves

company, and a common Avoe unites

men. Class distinctions, race prej-

udices, national pride are ignored in

a common calamity. Men may be

sharply divided by any number of

things, but in a common disaster or

common danger, they feel a common
humanity. Alas that it should take

these things to make us recognize our

common humanity, and to treat each

other as equals.

TJie r>ivinc Compassion.

As usual, Jesus shoAvs the divine

compassion. Others may have been

callous and cynical, but not the Mas-
ter. Ijet no man think that the Mas-

ter is unconcerned about his condi-

tion. He cares. He is concerned.

And just as the sight of those Avretch-

ed men tugged at his great heart, just

so is his heart filled Avith compassion

for all those who suffer and who sin.

His response Avas immediate. He told

the lepers to go to the priest and shoAv

themselves to the priests. We need

to keep in mind that the priests Avere

"The Board of Health" of that day,

and these words of Jesus were like a

bugle call or note, summoning these

poor lepers to a feast of hope.

A Cliallenge and an Appeal to Faith.

It Avas a staggering appeal to faith

and obedience. He did not heal them,

he did not tell them they AA'ere healed,

indeed they had not been healed. But
it Avas practically a prosise that they
AVduld be healed. God never tempts
any man. The Scriptures themselves

assert that much over-looked fact.

But he does test men. He challenges

them to faith and obedience, even
Avhen sometimes, and often, [hey can-

not see the results. There are times

Avhen Ave cannot understand; we
liave to obey, through faith and trust.

But God is not slack concerning his

promises.

A.< They Went.

"And it came to pass, that as they
Avent, they Avere healed, or cleansed.

"

As they put themselves within the

divine Avill, as they Avalked in the

lig'ht they had, they -.vere cleansed.

It is a parable of life. Sometimes
there are no immediate, visible re-

sults from obedience to Christ. But
as one goes forAvard, as one keeps his

heart and mind open to Christ, as

one performs his devotions and his

duties, the blessing comes. One does
not alAvays have to wait until he gets

to the end of the long, long road to

get the blessing ; it comes as he walks

along the road. One can experience

the saving grace of Christ as he goes

along life's road.

One Out of Ten.

"And one of them, when he saw
that he Avas healed, turned back . . .

and fell at his feet, giving him
thanks." Only one out of ten! Is

that the average? One suspects that

it is. Ingratitude is all to prevalent.

Only one out of ten! Perhaps the

others felt they had a good reason to

go on. Perhaps they felt as if they

Avere getting only Avhat they deserved

—they did not desei-ve their fate in

the first place. Perhaps they Avanted

to make sure of their cure before they

turned back. Perhaps they put obed-

ience above love. Perhaps the ties

that bound them together in their

common misery brolve in the hour of

cure. Perhaps they thought they

could be tliankful Avithout saying so.

AVe do not Icuoav Avhy they did not

turn back. Ingrates have many glib

reasons for their lack of gratitude.

It is rather significant that Jesus

seems surprised that only one of the

ten did come back. He seemed to ex-

pect some gratitude. We expect it.

And God expects it too.

And He was a Samaritan.

Are you listening? Most of the

heroes in the stories of Jesus were

not JeAVS. but foreigners and Samari-

tans. In the story of the man Avho

fell among thieves, the hero was a

Samaritan. The Master said that he

had not found so great faith in Israel

as he found in a Roman centurion.

Likewise he spoke of the faith of the

Syrophoenician Avoman. And this

leper who returned was a Samaritan,

a foreigner! Hoav Jesus punctured

the bubble of racial and religious

snobbery and pride.

The Extra Blessing.

And Jesus said unto him, "Arise,

go thy Avay thy faith hath made thee

whole." Lilte this man, the others

were healed. But they missed this

extra blessing. Lacking the grateful

heart, they missed the blessing of

Christ. The grateful heart always

opens the way to more and richer

blessings. There is a sense in Avhich

ingratitude is worse than leprosy it-

self.

Based on "International Sunday School

Lessons;" Copyrighted 1954 by Division of

Cliristian Education, National Council of the

Churches in the U. 8. A.

"Does it pay to go to church in the

morning if you are planning to go to

the deA'il in the evening?"
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Have m^m

You

Read?

Changing Concept [ons of Original

Sin. By H. Shelton Smith. Chas.

Scribner's Sons. New York. 242

pp. $3.50.

Sin is like the common cold. No-

body knows where it comes from, but

everybody has it. From the days of

Jonathan Edwards (1703-1758) until

those of such contemporaries as Til-

lich and Niebuhr, the doctrine of or-

iginal sin has been scrutinized by
history's most eminent theologians.

The changino- conceptions of this

doctrine constitute a most impressive

survey by H. Shelton Smith. Dr.

Smith is currently the James B. Duke
Professor of American Religious

Thought and Director of Graduate

Studies in Religion at Duke Univer-

sity. For a long time he has received

growing recognition as a foremost

scholar in the field of the history of

American theology. This latest book,

"Changing Conceptions of Original

Sin,"' confirms such an observation.

The Edwardian school of theolog-

ians believed that man is born in a

state of total depravity. The fall of

Adam and Eve was treated as history.

Because of the Adamic fall, all men
are sinners. There was some division

as to whether man's sinfulness lay in

his descent from Adam or whether
because he was a descendant he was
an actual participant in the fall.

From this picture, the author traces

the attacks of successive theologians

upon the "federalist doctrine of or-

iginal sin." The leading segment of

the opposition was cradled in the

New Haven school. Their chief ar-

gument was that evil appeared to be
the result of creation. This being so,

man could not be guilty for being
what God had made him.

With the introduction of Darwin-
ism a new theology broke upon the

American scene. The evolutionary

theology became a doctrine of moral
evolution in the hands of the theo-

logians. An extremely rosy view of

man and his future resulted. Orig-

inal sin either was ignored or consid-

ered comparatively unimportant.
The great wars of the present gen-

eration exploded the liberal romanti-

cism. Out of chaos and disillusion-

ment have come theological giants of

the structure of Reinliold Niebuhr

and Paul Tillich. They have brought

us back to realism by reopening the

cpiestion of man's natural sinfulness.

Once again, these two men, as their

predecessors, are not in complete a-

greement. They do agree that sin

springs from man's inability to re-

solve the tension between his finitude

and his upreach for the infinite. Dis-

agreement not withstanding, Ameri-

can theology is back on a more real-

istic plane as it concerns itself with

man's sin and his promised salvation.

So far as I know, Dr. Smith has

given the most thorough treatment of

this field of study now in existence.

It is a work of patient, provocative

and accurate scholarship. Readabil-

ity is not sacrificed to the academic.

The interested layman can use this

book to his advantage.

A worthy by-product of the book is

to become reacquainted witli yester-

year's great theologians. The section

on Horace Bushnell is a gem.

At the risk of being considered ex-

travagant, this reviewer feels that

Dr. Smith's book is ephocal in its

field. Warren Carr.

Editor's Note: The Rev. Warren
Carr is pastor of the Watts Street

Baptist Church, Durham, N. C. The

above review appeared in the Durham
Morning Herald, Sunday, January

15, 1956.

"THE ANSWER IS GOD."
(Continued from page 5.)

compose it. The vague notion that

there is somewhere a mysterious Body
of Christ whose members are un-

known, an invisible company upon
whom the Holy Ghost can fall in

answer to prayer, is a grand fallacy.

It serves as a hiding place from

reality to believe that such an uniden-

tified super-church actually exists

apart from the plain ordinary people

we see in our Christian gatherings

and in our churches from week to

week.

That "glorious band, the chosen

few, on whom the Spirit came" at

Pentecost, were not wraiths, nor were

they composed of an extract of pure

humanity dwelling on another ])lane.

They were people. The names of

some of them are listed for us. Though
it did not suit God's purpose to fur-

nish us with a complete roster of

everyone present, those mentioned
were certainly human enough. When
the Spirit came on that memorable

day he could only fall upon persons

who Avere present, who could be iden-

tified, who were known to each other

and to the community. There was no
invisible body for him ^to enter. He
entered the bodies and souls of the

men and women who were in that

pi-nyer meeting. Three thousand
persons were converted at Pentecost,

but each one met his sin and his

Savior alone. The spiritual birth,

like the natural one, is for each one
a unique, separate experience shared
in by no one. Through a visitation

of divine life reaches seventy-five per-

sons at once (as among the Moravian
Brethren at Dusseldorf), yet it comes
to each one singly.

In the N. C. and Va. Conference
'

' The Answer Is God '

' should be not
only our slogan for a united cam-
paign from now until Easter; it is

the message we have to proclaim now
and always. Ood is the answer to the
troubled .soul of the individual. He
is the answer to the local church with
its problems and opportunities. He
is the answer in a larger and more
miraculous sense as we "clasp hands"
and move together believing that it

is "not by might, nor by power, but
by my spirit, saith the Lord of
hosts" (Zeeh. 4:6). God has the

answer—God is the answer—"The
Answer Is God" in the N. C. and Va.
Conference.

CHURCH WOMEN AT WORK.
(Continued from page 9.)

creche arranged on the table, the
Christmas story as related by Luke
set the mood for each member to ob-

serve his birthday in a more Chiist-

like manner. At the beginning of

each year a secret name is drawn by
each member of the society. These
were re^'ealed Avhen the Christmas
packages were distributed at the par-
ty. So with the unwrapping of the

lovely gifts, the curiosity of all was
satisfied, and everyone had fun.

The January meeting was held in

the liome of i\Irs. E. T. Atkinson.
Mrs. Albert Gregory gave the review
of "Within Two Worlds," in Avhich

she most vividly portrayed the habits

and customs of the Indian Ameri-
cans. She used slides and spoke of

her visit to an Indian Reservation,

where a rodeo and the legendary
dances were in full swing.

The Thank Offering boxes were dis-

tributed with explanation for their

use. Mrs. Garland Spratley is the

president of the local society, Avhich

has a membership of seventeen.

Mrs. Fields Cobb,

Secretary.
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The Christian Orphanage
John G. Truitt, Snperiniendent

Dear Friends

:

This year the orphanage celebrates

its Golden Anniversary. If we all

work together from this first month

to the last one in this year, I believe

we can clear off our accumnlat.^l

current-funds indebtedness. In 1052,

'53, and '54, we ran behind. The

continuous call for repairs and new

installations, along- with the three

drought years, was running us in

debt. Increased cost of operation al-

so added its burden.

Hurrah for 1955 ! In that .year we

more than paid the expenses of the

year and wiped out some of the in-

debtedness. This year we want to

wipe the slate clean. And we can tlo

it if we have a good year and if the

churches pay their apportionments

in full and receive a Thanksgiving

offering which may be applied to our

"authorized special," the over and

above item voted by the Southern

Convention.

We are setting forth here to keep

our expenses down. We are setting

forth here to keep our efforts up to

do the service we should from every

angle and at every place. We want

very much to make this indeed a good

year, a real golden anniversary.

I wish every churcli, or Sunday

school, or som.e organization in each

''.hurch would send us a monthly of-

fering through the Convention Of-

fice to be credited on their apportion-

ment, and at Thanksgiving send, tlie

same way, or to the orphanage direct,

a Thanlvsgiving offering to be cred-

ited on the "authorized special."

It is very interesting to look, now
that 1955 is over, at the big chart of

the churches to see how w^U each one

has done. Take, for instance, our

Elon church, it sent in the conferei\ce

apportionment in full, if;340.00, and

then added ^pGO.OO for good measure.

This, they thought, would add up to

$400.00, but as a matter of fact mem-

bers of their church had sent in dur-

ing the year .$312.00, so that their

total credit was $712.00 during the

calendar year of 1955. Moneys sent

in from members of any given church

are credited to that church. These

reports are printed each year for each

church in The Annual, which is the

book containing the minutes of all of

the conferences and the reports from

all the churches. Do you read The

Annual? You would learn many

tilings from it if you did. People

w ho have access to these lines, that is,

if you read The Christian Sun, you

should also read The xinnual.

Almost all of the churches in tlie

Southern Convention sent, either

from the church, or Sunday school,

or some other organization or mem-

ber, a contribution during 1955. A
few did not This fine cooperation

on the part of the churches a)id their

pastors and members did something

mighty good for us this past year.

The new chart of the churches is

made, and the weeks are rolling past.

Get your church on that chart and

keep it there each month. And like

many of our churches, your church

w ill be surprised at how much it has

been able to do during the year.

John G. Truitt,

Superintendent.

REPORT FOR JANUARY 18, 1956.

Sunday School Monthly Offerings.

Amount brought forward: $ 989.45

Eastern Va. Conference:

Newport News S. S $12.01

Christian Temple 20.00

Oakland S. S 2.5.00

— 57.01

N. C. and Va. Conference:

Carolina $72.00

Durham S. S 23.92

Mt. Zion S. S 13.64

Union (Va.), S. S 5.00

114.56

Western N. C. Conference:

Pleasant Cross S. S $ 8.53

Pleasant Grove 20.00

Pleasant Union 40.62

Seagrove 5.00

74.15

Virginia Valley Conference:

Antioch S. S $ 24.65

Bethlehem S. S 17.50

42.15

Total $ 287.87

Granil total $ 1,277.32

Special Offeritags.

Amoiint brought forward $ 1,151.45

First Cong. Church, Lake
Helen, Florida $ 10.67

James Lee Stuart, Norfolk,

Va 10.00

Mary Sue Brittle S. S.

Class, Bethlehem (N.)

Church 5.00

Mr. & Mrs. D. M. McLel-

laiid, Elon College, N.

C 10.00

Miss Rena Maude Isley,

Burlington, N. C 5.00

A Friend 10.00

Lawrence S. Holt Trust

Fund 150.00

Mr. & Mrs. H. B. Newman,
Henderson, N. C 20.00

C. V. Hooper, Morehead
City, N. C 20.00

D. M. Davidson, Sr., Gib-

sonville, N. C 25.00

Mr. & Mrs. Clyde R. Buck-
ner, Burlington, N. C,
Thanksgiving Offering . 20.00

Ladies Biljle Class, First

Cong. Christian Church,

Henderson, N. C 25.00

Tn Memory of Earl Gordon
Malone, Jr 15.00

Special Gifts 89.50

415.17

Grand total $ 1,566.62

Total for the week $ 703.04

Total for the year $ 2,843.94

According to figures recently re-

leased, our Congregational Christian

Churches have a membership of 1,-

310,572, in 5,536 individual congre-

gations. Church school membership
is 743,532.

MEMORIAL GIFTS
''Instead of Flowers"

Dr. )ohn G. Truitt

Christian Orphanage

Elon College, N. C.

Dear Dr. Truitt:

Please acknowledge the enclosed % as a memorial gift

sent to the Christian Orphanage in lien of flowers in memory of:

(Nameof Deceaied) (City) (D»tf of Death)

( Survivor to be Written ) ( Address

)

Name

Address
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In Memoriam

LAWRENCE
"For it is good to sing- praises unto

our God." Psalms 147: 1.

God in his infinite love saw fit to call from

our midst John Eichard Lawrence, on No-

vember 30, 1955. In his passing, the Lib-

erty Spring Christian Cliureh lost a much
beloved member. He possessed a beautiful

singing voice and for many years was much
in demand as a soloist. To this church he

gave freely of his time and his talents, there-

fore be it resolved

:

First: That we express our gratitude to

God for his life and for the service rendered

this church in the field of music.

Second: That we bow in humble submis-

sion to God's willj in his passing.

Third: That we extend to his devoted
wife and family our sincere sympathy and
commend them to the care and keeping of

our Heavenly Father

Fourth: That a copy of these resolutions

be sent to the family, a copy to The Chris-

tian Sun for publication, and a copy be en-

tered upon the records of this church.

Mrs. WILLIAM T. HAEEELL,
Mrs. E. WESLEY HAEEELL,
Mrs. CHAELIE E. NICHOLS,

Committee.

A THIRD GENERATION
MISSIONARY.

(Continued from page 2.)

he is the third generation of Fair-
banks, a family who have served a

total of over 109 years in India under
the American Board. The first Fair-

bank to go out was Samuel Fairbank
of Stamford, Conn., who in 1846
sailed from Boston Harbor to India
on a Tudor ice ship.

The father of Rev. Robert W. Fair-
bank is Rev. Edward Fairbank, also

born in India, and now retired and
living in Auburndale, Mass.

Rev. Robert W. Fairbank and his

father have been the representatives

in India of the Maple Street Congre-
gational Church of Danvers, Mass..

for fifty years. The younger Fair-

banks are also representatives of the

Second Congregational Church of At-

tleboro, Mass., and the Congregation-

al Christian Church of Reidsville,

N. C.

Mr. Fairbank, who speaks Marathi
fluently, does general city work, in-

cluding special responsibility for a

Trade Apprentice Hostel, a type of

home-away-from-home for Indian
boys who work in the mills at Shola-

pur. He also does a great deal of

church counselling and visitation

with Indian clergy and laymen.

Coming to America for his college

education, Mr. Fairbank graduated

from Amherst College in 1920 and

from Hartford Theological Seminary

in 1926. He earned his M. A. at

Teachers' College, Columbia Univer-

sity in 1933.

Mrs. Fairbank, the former Marie

Lively of Stroud, Oklahoma, is a

graduate of Park College, B. A., and

Kennedy School of Missions, M. A.

She also took special work at Teaeh-

Paul's Injunction to "Condenscend"

Foiirtli of a Series

By Dr. Luther A. Weigle.

The Oxfrod English Dictionary de-

fines condescend as "to stoop from

one's position of dignity or pride,"

and quotes Samuel Johnson's defi-

nition: "to depart from the privi-

leges of superiority by a voluntary

submission ; to sink willingly to equal

terms with inferiors." Yet there is

always something snobbish or patro-

nizing about the word '

' condescend.
'

'

The person who condescends never

forgets his "superiority" and usual-

ly succeeds in reminding others of it.

The word appears just once in the

English translation of the Bible, and

is there so inappropriate that the Ox-

ford English Dictionary adds a par-

enthetical note to its quotation of the

passage: "The meaning of the trans-

lators in 1611 is not clear." The

verse is Romans 12:16; "Mind not

high things, but condescend to men of

low estate." It is translated in the

RSV: "do not be haughty, but asso-

ciate with the lowly."

The Greek adjective liere is the

ers' College, Columbia, M. A., and at

Boston University School of Theol-

ogy. He major responsibilities in

Sholapur include the Christa Seva
INIandir Neighborhood House, baby
welfare centers and women's work.

Wiien famine was acute in the
Sholapur area, both Mr. and Mrs
Fairbank devoted a major part of

their time to the distribution of food
sent from America.

one which Jesus applied to himself

—

"I am meek and lowly in heart"
(Matthew 11:28). It k the word
used in James 4 :6—"God opposes the
proud, but gives grace to the hum-
ble." Its verb appears in "Whoever
humbles himself like this child, he is

the greatest in the kingdom of
heaven" (Matthew 18:4); "he hum-
bled himself and became obedient
unto death" (Philippians 2:8). Its

noun appears as "humility" (Acts
20:19) or "lowliness" (Ephcsians 4:
2).

As for the Greek verb which in

Romans 12:16 is translated "con-
descend," there is not the least ele-

ment of condescension in its mean-
ing, which is, when applied to per-
sons, "associate with," and when ap-
plied to circumstances, "adapt one-
self to.

'

' We can acquit Paul of the
charge that he advised Christians to

act condescendingly to "men of low
estate.

'

'

If we are grateful for the gift of
Christ, we will have a part in shar-
ing- his gospel to the ends of the
earth.

—

1\ K. Thompson.

1956

January 30-

Fcbruary 2

February 6-10

February 27-

March 2

March 4-11

March 12-16

March 18-25

May 1-3

June 20-27

Dates to Remember

Mid-Winter Meeting

Buck Hills Falls, Pennsylvania

Workshops in Evangelism in North Carolina and Virginia

North Carolina Lay Visitation Evangelism

North Carolina Simultaneous Evangelistic Services

Virginia Lay Visitation Evangelism

Virginia Simultaneous Evangelistic Services

Centennial Session of the Southern Convention
Union Ridge Congregational Christian Church
Route 2, Burlington. North Carolina

General Council of Congregational Christian Churches
Omaha, Nebraska

"THE LIVING WORD'



Page Sixteen THE CHRISTIAN SUN January 26. 1956

"JOHN THREE-SIXTEEN"
One cold, wintry night, a poor Irish boy stood in the streets of Dub-

lin—a little city Arab, homeless, houseless, friendless. He had taken to bad

courses, and had become an associate of thieves who were leading him on

the broad road to destruction. As he stood there waiting, shivering and cold,

a hand was laid upon his shoulder. It was very dark; he could see only a

tall form standing by him, and he trembled with fear, but a kindly voice

said: "Boy, what are you doing here at this time of night.? Such as you

have no business in the streets at so late an hour. Go home and go to bed."

"I have no home, and no bed to go to," said the boy.

"That's very sad, young fellow. Would you go to a home and to a

bed, if I provided one.?"

"That would I!" replied the boy.

"Well, in street and number you will find a bed." Before

he could add more, the lad had started off.

"Stop!" said the voice. "How are you going to get in.? No one can

get in there without a pass. Here is on for you. Can you read .?"

"No, sir."

"Well, remember then, the pass is 'John 3:16.'"

The lad rushed off, repeating his lesson, and soon found the number
indicated, before a pair of large iron gates. His heart failed him. How
could he get in there? Timidly he rang the bell. The night porter opened

the door and in a gruff voice asked, "Who's there?"

"Me, sir. Please, I'm 'John Three Sixteen,' " in trembling tones.

"All right; in with you; that's the pass."

And in the boy went. He was soon in a nice, warm bed, and between

sheets such as he had never seen before. As he curled himself up to go to

sleep, he thought, "This is a lucky name; I'll stick to it." The next morning

he was given a bowl of hot bread and milk, before being sent out into the

street. He wandered on, now fearful of meeting his old companions, when
heedlessly crossing a crowded thoroughfare, he was struck by a car.

A crowd quickly gathered, the unconsicious form was placed on a

shutter and carried to the nearest hospital. After his injuries had been at-

tended to he was carried into a ward; but in a short time his suffering

brought on fever and delirium. Then was heard in ringing tones and oft-

repeated, "John 3:16; John 3:16."

Consciousness returned, and the little fellow gazed around him. How-
vast the room looked, and how quiet it was! Where was he. Presently a

voice from the next bed said: "John Three Sixteen, how are you today?"

"Why, how do you know my new name?" asked the surprised boy.

"Know it! You've never ceased with your 'John Three Sixteen,' and

I for one say 'Blessed Three-Sixteen.'

"

This sounded strange to the little lad's ears. To be called "Blessed,"

he for whom no one cared!

"And don't you know where it comes from? It's from the Bible."

"The Bible!" The poor little waif knew nothing of the Bible. "Read
it to me," he said; and as the words fell on his ear, he muttered: "That's beau-

tiful! It's all about love, and not a home for a night, but a home for always."

He soon learned the text. It was to him indeed a joy.

Our little friend recovered. God blessed his simple faith, friends were

raised up to him, and he was placed in school. Now he is an earnest, hearty

worker for the Master.—Condensed from a Tract.
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Presenting the Expansion Program for

E-L'O-N C-O-L-L'E-G-E

SNOW BEDECKS THE COLLEGE CAMPUS

A STATEMENT BY PRESIDENT SMITH
The college that does not keep pace with the times might as well close

ts doors now as later. There are frontiers and spaces beyond in education

as well as in countries and continents.

There are always better methods of doing things if we only had the abil-

ity to discover them, and the skill to put them into practice. The purpose of

the three R's—Readin', Ritin', 'Rithmetic—are still basic in education, but the

principle of instruction and training has changed many times during the past

half-century. We still honor the "Blue Back Speller" and the teachings of

McGuffey, but we teach spelling and reading on entirely different principles.

Today, we are advanced in methods and materials. We have facilities

for instructing hitherto unknown, the most of which will be out of date
within two decades. Already the radio and television are invading the means
of conveying information to the inquiring mind. The use of these means of
instructing is rivaling the contact of the personalities of teacher and pupil.

Yet we must not overlook the fact that there is an educational value in the

contact of personalities and a scholastic atmosphere for which there is no ef-

fective substitute. The instructor behind the desk and the pupil in the class

room will always be vital in the matter of preparing life for the total respon-

sibilities of living.
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N'E-W-S B-R-I'E-F'S
This issue of The Christian Sun

is devoted entirely to the Expansion
Program of Elon College, with the

exception of the article on this page

in regard to our Evangelistic Pro-

gram, and the Sunday School Lesson,

which appears on page 15 of this is-

sue. The reason the page 2 article is

printed is obvious. The reason we
did not leave the Sunday School Les-

son out, is because there are, to our

knowledge, classes that depend upon
it in the teaching of the lesson. It

would not have reached some of these

schools in time if left till next week.

There are three or four articles con-

cerning the College which were also

necessarily omitted. There was no

particular reason why others were

chosen and these omitted, evcept that

possibly they are more suitable as

special articles for the College Page.

Conference Workshops on Evangel-

ism to Feature Dr. Aaron
Meckel

Workshops will be held in each of

the five conferences of the Southern

Convention during the week of Feb-

ruary 6-10, in preparation for the

Simultaneous Evangelistic Services

to be held in North Carolina, March
4-11, and in Virginia during March
18-25.

The inspirational addresses for the

"Workshops will be given by Dr.

Aaron Meckel, pastor of the Congre-

gational Christian Church at St. Pe-

tersburg, Florida. Dr. Meckel is one

of the six outstanding Congregation-

al Christian ministers in the United

States. He preaches on an average

to about 2,500 people each week, and
is in great demand as a speaker and
preacher.

He is the author of several books

in the field of evangelism and a mem-
ber of the Department of Evangelism
for the National Council of Churches.

He is also a welcome contributor from
time to time to The Christian Sun.

Dr. Meckel holds several honortry de-

grees. He is a Mason and a Shriner

of note. He has been guest preacher

and special speaker in some of the

largest churches in our country.

The Workshop for the Valley Con-

ference will be at the Bethlehem

Church on February 6. The Work-
shop for the Eastern Virginia Con-

ference will be held at the Bethlehem

Church, near Suffolk, on February

7. The Workshop for the North Car-

olina and Virginia Conference wiU

be at the Beverly Hills Church in

Burlington on February 8. The
Workshop for the Western North
Carolina Conference will be held at
the Asheboro Church in Asheboro on
February 9. The Workshop for the

Eastern North Carolina Conference
will be held at Wake Chapel, at Fu-
quay-Varina on February 10.

Each of the Conference Workshops
will be similar in nature, begining at

DR. AARON MECKEL

12 :00 noon with a luncheon, and con-
cluding with an address in the even-
ing by Dr. Meckel.

Every minister and several laymen
and laywomen from each church are

urged to make every effort to attend

the Workshop in the Conference to

which they belong. These Work-
shops will present information, meth-

ods, materials, inspiration and sug-

gestions concerning the week of Lay-
Visitation and the week of Evangel-

istic Services.
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The Expansion Program for Elon College

ELON COLLEGE EXPANDS
A Resume and Forecast by President Smith

The growth of Elon College during the past

twent)- years or more has been phenominal. The
ones nearest the College, and all who are interested

in its development, have been engulfed in this for-

ward surge of the College. Yet no one, not even

the ones who are responsible for its program, seem

to realize fully the progress that the College has

made.

Moving from an enrollment of a litde more
than two hundred in 1932-'33, to a student body of

twelve hundred in 1955-'56, is a bit unusual. To
come out of a hopeless economic simation in the

early 30's to a sound financial footing in every re-

spect, is both surprising and gratif\-ing. A program

of construction and improvement, including reno-

vation of existing buildings, additional buildings

and equipment, providing a new power house and

heating facilities, a new gymnasium that is entirely

adequate for athletic contests, intramural sports,

and a ccjmplete program of physical education, is

an inspiration to the faculty, the students and the

alimini.

To contmue this program of improvement, two
new dormitories and a new dining hall are in the

process of construction. All tlie improvements and

additions have been paid for, with the exception of

the dormitories and dining hall, scheduled to be

completed in the early summer. Plans have been

made, organizations formed, and committees are

at work to provide for die payment of these new
additions to our campus as payments are due.

With the cooperation of the chiu-ch, the alumni

and friends of the College, under the direction and

leadership of the board of trustees and the College

administration, the fumre holds great promise for

Elon Collecre. our College.

Student Enrollment

The 195o Fall registration for tte

day and evening classes shows an in-

creasing enrollment at Elon College.

In September a total of lllS persons

enrolled. This figure included the

full and part-time students in both

the day and evening classes.

There was a total of TSi persons

registered for the day courses in Sep-

tember of whom 749 were pursiiing a

full-time academic schedule. T%Le

combined full-time and the 35 special

students represented the equivalent

of 765 full-time students in the day

classes.

The evening school showed a total

of 33i different individuals enrolled;

of this number, 119 were carrying a

full load of five courses and attending

five nights each week. The remaining

215 students, some attending as many
as four nights weekly and some tal-c-

ing lighter loads, represented 118

full-time students, making the even-

ing school show the equivalent of 237

full-time students.

At the end of the Fall quarter the

number who dropped out or had

withdrawn during the quarter totaled

87 ;
however, 50 new students enroll-

ed in the winter quarter of the day

classes bringing the total number of

persons enrolled diu:ing the year so

far to 1168.

The enrollment to-date as com-

pared to the enrollment last year at

the same time shows a 23.7 per cent

increase. Last year at the same time,

the increase over the previous year

was 11 per cent.

A breakdown on church preferences

reveals that the Baptist, ^ilethodist

aiid Congregational Christian groups

lead in the niuiiber of denominational

memberships or preferences express-

ed. The next six denominations in

order are Presbyterians, Catholics,

Reformed, Lutherans, Episcopalians,

and Holine^.

Sixteen states and six foreign coun-

tries are represented among the stu-

dents of Elon College for the 1955-56

term. North Carolina leads with 85

per cent of the enrollmnet. The other

leading states in order are Tirgioia,

Pennsylvania, South Carolina and

Xew York. Of the total students from

North CaroUna, 663 or 64 per cent of

the North Carolinians comes from Al-

amance County.

The increased enrollment trend in-

dicates that Elon College must con-

tinue to prepare more and better

facilities in order to eontiaue to of-

fer the educational advantages of the

ehnrch-related college.

Hazel ^YALI';xR.

The Student Body

Elon is growing and will continue

to grow so long as we wish it. ^Ye

cannot sit back and rest on onr a-

chievement for having started con-

struction of two new dormitories and

a dining haU. We must start con-

struction of more dormitories if we
expect to keep up with the enrollment

of other colleges that are in competi-

tion with us for students. ^Ve must

have physical facilities of which we
wiU be proud.

This year, our facilities for board-
ing students were taxed to the limit

after having denied admission to

more than one hundred boys and girls

who applied. None were denied ad-

mission because we did not have space

for them.

The school year of 1956-57 wiU pre-

sent a greater problem. We expect

to receive more than sis; hundred ap-

plications for this coming year from
high 'school seniors, prep-schools,
transfers from junior and senior col-

leges, adults who want to further
their education, and from teachers

who wish to renew or meet require-

ments for cei-tificates. Most surely,

some M ill have to be denied admission
because of their academic records,

but we hope that no one wiU be de-
nied admission because we do not
have space for them.

For the next three or four years,

applications for admission wiU soar.

Neither Elon nor any other college

will be able to accept aU those stu-

dents who will apply. It will become
]ieeessary for aU colleges and uni-

versities to become more and more
selective in their choice of students.

Yes, Elon will have to become more
selective also. We will have to select

those students in the future who pos-

sess these essential qualities of schol-

arly and intellectual resources : above

average in intelligence, above average

high school records, a natural curiosi-

ty and desire to learn, the ability to

(Continued on page 5.)
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Editorial . . .

The Elon College Extension Program
The Elon College Expansion Program was

planned and launched in 1946. It was most urgent-

ly needed. A series of misfortunes had befallen

Elon College during the previous twenty years. The
fire which destroyed the Administration Building

was the first. When the Board of Trustees faced

the necessity of rebuilding, it decided to undertake

a buildmg program which would meet the needs

of the college for the next twenty-five years, as they

could be foreseen at that time.

The Board voted to build five new buildings:

Alamance Hall to serve as an administration and
class-room building; the Carlton Library; the Whit-
ley Memorial Auditorium; the Mooney Christian

Education Building; and the Rooney Science Build-

mg. Other improvements were also added.

Contributions were so generous and the finan-

cial outlook in the country was so promising that

the indebtedness of the college which remained

seemed in no wise burdensome. Then came the

stock market crash of 1929 and the lean years of

the depression. All sources of revenue of the col-

lege were drastically reduced, and many of them
were completely dried up. The debts of Elon Col-

lege mounted to alarming proportions.

Dr. L. E. Smith was elected to the presidency

of the college in 1930. He accepted and assumed

the duties ot the office in 1931. Elon College and

ihe Southern Convention of Congregational Chris-

tian Churches will always owe a tremendous debt

of gratitude to President Smith for the work he

has done in meeting the financial difficulties which

have confronted Elon College. We should earn-

estly hope that not even he remembers all of them.

In 1945 the Board of Trustees and the College

Administration considered the need for additional

buildings, the repair of present buildings, and for

increasing the college endowment funds. The Elon

College Expansion Program was approved by the

Southern Convention in 1946. The program was
duly launched.

The plan of financing was to be through the

Two and One-Half Million Dollar Campaign Fund.

President Smith reported to the recent session of

the Board of Trustees that of the $2,500,000, |2,-

000,000 has been secured in cash, pledges, and con-

ditional pledges. That is an excellent achievement

record. Dr. Smith expressed the belief that the

entire amount of the Campaign Fund can be raised

during 1956. If that is done, it will go a long way
toward assuring the financial security of Elon Col-

lege.

The Expansion Program provided for the con-

struction of seven new buildings. They are: a pow-

er house, a new gymnasium, four new dormitories,

and a new dining hall. When this building pro-

gram is completed it should not only adequately

house the present student body but should take

care of Elon's proportionate share of the expected

increase in college student enrollment for the next

ten years.

The most pressing need of the college in the

way of buildings was for a power house. The old

one had been in use for almost half a century.

The new power house has been built and paid for.

It is our understanding that it will meet the power
needs of the other six buildings included in the

building plans.

The new gymnasium has also been built and
paid for. At the time it was completed it was about

the last word in college gymnasiums, and adequate-

ly meets present needs. It not only is used in con-

nection with intercollegiate athletic contests but is

used extensively in Physical Education by the stu-

dent body.

At the present time a dining hall and two dorm-
itories are bemg built. The dining hall is about

three-fourths completed, and the construction of

the new dormitories is progressing satisfactorily.

The three new buildings now under construction

should be completed before the beginning of the

1956-'57 academic year. In addition, the interior

of West dormitory is being rebuilt and the building

completely renovated. The campus is to be re-

landscaped.

Education has been an important factor in

making the United States the leading nation of the

Western World. Elementary education for every-

one has been the American ideal. Now higher ed-

ucation is becoming a necessity for millions of our

American youth. The most gratifying develop-

ment in education is the increasing emphasis of the

importance of education in the liberal arts. It is

in this field of education that Elon College is mak-
ing its contribution.

The Elon College Expansion Program provides

for the churches of the Southern Convention an

opportunity for larger service, not only to them-

selves but to the country at large. Elon College has

a tremendous potential for service. If it is to meas-

ure up to its opportunities, it must have strong

financial undergirding. The churches must do their

part. They cannot carry the entire responsibility;

but if they do their proportionate share and the

alumni assume their part, we believe that others

who recognize the importance of what Elon Col-

lege is doing will rally to its support. In so far as

it is humanly possible, the future of Elon College

should be made secure.
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McEwen Memorial Dining Hall

Page Five

Standing near the west gate of the Elon campus is the new McEwen Memorial Dining

Hall, most nearly complete of the three nev/ buildings that are under construction on the

Elon campus at this time. This two-story structure, being erected as a memorial to the

late J. H. McEwen, Burlington industrial and civic leader, was under roof by Thanks-

giving, and work is already moving ahead on the interior. It is hoped that the din-

ing hall may be ready for use before the close of the current college year.

THE EXPANSION PROGRAM
FOR ELON COLLEGE.
(Continued from page 3.)

work independently, a good memory,

a wide range of interest, initiative and

resourcefulness, the ability to under-

stand and follow directions, the abili-

ty to express self effectively in both

oral and written expressions, the abil-

ity to think critically, evaluate, de-

scriminate, and to make logical

choices.

In addition to the above, students

who wish to enter Elon must have the

following essential personality traits:

good self-control and emotional ma-

turity, enthusiasm and self-confi-

dence, adaptability to new situations,

ambition of purpose, dependable and

reliable, ability to conform to recog-

nized standards of morality and citi-

zenship, willingness to accept respon-

sibility, willingness to conform to

rules and regulations, desire for self

improvement, courage and desire to

establish and achieve a goal.

Sam Webster,
Field Secretary.

The Curriculum

Elon College has been from its be-

ginning a four-year liberal arts col-

lege. Over a period of years the cur-

riculum of the institution has nat-

urally under gone some changes. At
one time Latin, Greek, Mathematics,

Tveligion, Philosophy, and English

were considered the most important

basic subjects. Later less Latin and
Greek were required and more courses

in the fine arts were added. Also ad-

ded Avere formal courses relating to

business, health, physical education,

professional education, and the natu-

ral sciences.

It has been discovered there is not

sufficient time in a four-year period

to master all the subjects which a

well-rounded college student is ex-

pected to take. Hence, for the ex-

pansion program, it is proposed to

offer the subjects which will give a

student a basic foundation upon
which to build a sound structure in

which to live a full and abundant
life. This type of program calls not

oiily for strong content courses in

liberal arts, the meat course of the

menu, but also those fields of study

which Avill enhance the enjoj^ment

and appreciation of living a useful

life of service, the salad and desert

part of the menu. The extra-curri-

cular activities give relaxation, recre-

ation a]id that needed between-meals

snack.

Unless the product of the college

has a desire to add to the sum total

of the good of a community, in which,

he easts his lot, somewhere along the

line, something has been left out of

the student's curriculum.

Strong related courses in the hu-

manities, science, philosophy and the

social sciences will give adeqquate

preparation for graduate work in the

various professions; such as: the

Christian ministry, medicine, law,

engineering, education, etc.

At the same time it is recognized

many young men and women who
are candidates for the bachelor of

arts degree are seeking a terminal

course. Their formal education closes

when the degree is conferred. A basic

training in the liberal arts courses

will permit the individual, after

graduatioiT to continue his education

with profit, by self study, or take the

most advantage of short training

courses designed for the college train-

ed man to become better prepared for

a particular position, such as: bank-

ing-, insurance, personnel work, scout-

ing, a selected type of business. Ad-
ditional and most gratifying educa-

tion is obtained in the university of

experience.

In as much as approximately forty

percent of the Elon graduates enter

the public school teaching and ad-
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The Elon College Choir

February 2, 1956

The Elon College Choir—perhaps better known to the public as the Elon Singers—furnishes the music

for all college services. As the Elon Singers, it presents concerts of sacred and secular music at the college

and makes annual tours as far north as New England.

ministration profession, adeqviate con-

tent courses are provided for both

the secondary and elementarj^ fields

of public education.

After all the purpose of the cur-

riculum is, in addition to assist in

acquiring needed and useful infor-

mation, to train the individual (a) to

isolate a problem and make accurate

observations, (b) to analyze and cor-

relate the observed data, and (c^ to

fornuilate a logical conclusion.

The Elon College faculty makes a

continued study of the curriculum
and desires to have it geared with

present demands and prepared for

future developments commensurate
with current standards of liberal arts

colleges.

A. L. Hook.

Religious Education in the College

Elon College was established for

the purpose of religious education.

That is still its aim. Without an in-

telligent understanding of religion

men will never inherit the kingdom
of God. Every student at Elon is

expected to take two courses in re-

ligion.

In m.ost instances these courses are

a survey of the Old Testament and a

survey of the New Testament, These

are not Sunday school courses but de-

mand serious thoughtful study. The
teachers agree with Jesus that people

must love God with their minds as

well as their hearts.

This comes as a surprise to some

pupils as they come to us with the

idea that memorizing certain verses

or subscribing to certain credal state-

ments is all that religion requires.

When a student has mastei*ed a sur-

vey of the Bible he may take advanc-

ed courses in Bible and Christian

Philosophy.

Religious education also empasizes

with Jesus that not every one who
says, Lord Lord, will enter the king-

dom, but he who does the will of God.

Man}' people are good, but good for

nothing. We endeavor to help pupils

understand that they must be good

for something, stand for something,

make their lives count.

Some students come to the con-

clusion that they want to serve God
by passing on to others the knowledge

and understanding of God and Christ

they have. They want to learn how
they can help others develop Chris-

tian character. For these we offer

three courses in definitely religious

education materials and methods. One
of these deals with the general princi-

ples of how one learns to be intelli-

gently Christian and how leaders can

aid in this religious growth. Another

course deals with the materials by
means of Avhich we can help people to

crroAA' religiously. The third course

deals with the agencies and methods

of Christian activity with young peo-

ple. This course will be taught this

spring.

Some Elon students take these three

courses because they are already

parents and have discovered that they

want to do more for the religious ed-

ucation of their children. Others

are already Sunday school teachers,

counselors, leaders in scouting, 4-H
clubs and other youth organizations.

They realize that they need help.

Others take these courses because they

are looking forward to being parents

or volunteer church workers, some of

them ministers' wives. A third group

take these methods courses because

they plan to be professional religious

Avorkers. These do not plan only to

be ministers, directors of religious

education or teachers or religion.

Some expect to enter foreign service

for their church. Others plan to be

religious journalists. Others hope to

become full time "Y" or Scout work-

ers, or enter other professional fields

where an understanding of Chris-

tianity and Christian gTOWt^ is es-
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sential. Elon College is making t

contribution in a variety of fields.

W. W. Sloan.

Christian Education in the Church

The ehnrcli has been commissioned

to preach and to teach the good news
of Jesus Christ unto all mankind.

This two-fold mission has consumed
the life of dedicated persons through

the centuries.

The task of Christian Education is

that of translation of this good news

into Christian experience. This is

the experience of the Living Christ

who makes of life a positive growing

process, both for teacher and pupil.

A growing and deepening faith must
make a difference in the direction and
purpose which any life follows. It

would seem that information alone is

not a sufficient goal. The teaching

process in the Christian Church must
motivate people by inspiration, at-

titude, social relations, love, to a com-

plete daily dedication to God and His

purposes in our time. This dedica-

tion is often caught through devoted

people whose lives show forth the

spirit and teachings of the Master.

To the end of Christian Nurture

the church and Elon College must
continiie to give sacrificially. The
task must be a cooperative endeavor,

each understanding its contribution.

If Christian Education is to have any
meaning in the local church there

must be a more concentrated effort to

enlist our lest youth for full-time

Christian Service. Have we accepted

and fulfilled our command if we do

not produce men and women dedicat-

ed to the sacred service of God ? 1

Avonder.

Elnii College is charged with thi^

Christian Higher Educat'on. Ilei-

contribution in the past has be?n v^ry

great. Through her portals have conie

many of our present leaders in the

clergj^. Into many areas have gone

lay-persons better able to serve the

Church of Christ because of inspira-

tion, challenge and nurture received

from consecrated professors. The col-

lege cannot challenge and prepare

students for Christian vocations un-

less our church families send their

youth to her. Our teaching for faith

is a life-time process—what a change

could be wrought could this be syste-

matic. With understanding, this

teaching of life for life could be be-

gun in the local church, nurtured at

Elon and climaxed in ChriiStlike liv-

ing and service.

John S, ^,rav«^.

College Faculty

"What is a college?" is a question

which someone might ask. Regard-

less of the words we use in answering
this question, ultimately the answer
must involve two indispensables : the

student and the teacher. Physical

plant, teaching materials, and many
other items are necessary but these

two are the real essentials. The quali-

ty of instruction, particularly on the

college level, depends to a very great

extent on the individual faculty mem-
ber, his training, his character, his

attitudes, and his performance as a

teacher. The teacher is the giiiding

hand to lead the student in unknown
paths; he must be the inspiration to

fire the student's curiosity and to

cause him to seek to dig deeply, to

read widely, and to explore with en-

thusiasm this new world of know-
ledge. Unless there is assembled on

a college campus a faculty which is

adequately trained and properly mo-
tivated, the program of the college

cannot be effective ; Elon College is

fortunate in that she has such a facul-

ty.

There are, however, pressures and

problems on the road ahead. The
population of the United States has

doubled in the last firty years; the

birth rate has doubled in the last

tTTenty years. According to the best

statistics available we will have in the

colleges by 1970 twice as many stu-

dents as were in attendance in 1950.

Although we are faced with this

tremendous increase- in enrollment
we are not training enough teachers

to meet the demand. Within the

next fifteen years we will need a

minimum of 150,000 additional col-

lege teachers; this is in addition to

the normal year-by-year replacements.

In the face of this unprecedented de-

mand and this woefully inadequate

supply it will be increasingly more
difficult for the small, church-related,

liberal arts college to keep its best

teachers. These teachers will be the

objects of considerable attention on
the part of wealthier institutions;

many of them will yield to the temp-
tation of higher pay and reduced

teaching load. A second important

pressure which will be felt in ac-

ademic circles will come from in-

dustry. Many a man with years of

experience is now teaching through-

out the regular term and the summer
for $5,500 or less who eotild start

working in industry at not less than

$6,700 per annum. In face of the ris-

ing cost of living, even those who

love teaching may find it difficult at

times to ignore the lure of what ap-

Students Leaving Service in Whitley Auditorium

As its name implies, this building houses the college auditorium, which
has a seating capacity of 1,000 persons. A completely modern Music Depart-

ment is also contained in the building, with five studios and practice rooms.
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Carolina Hall
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The walls of Carolina Hall, the new dormitory for boys, are rising rapidly as the New
Year of 1956 gets under way. The walls are already completed past the second floor,

with workers placing the third-floor walls as rapidly as possible. Indications are that

the new boys' dormitory will be under roof early in February, setting the stage for the

inside finish work by the contractors.

pears to be greater financial security.

Elon College, and all other such insti-

tutions across the country, will be

able to solve this problem only be-

cause of that group of faculty mem-
bers who are dedicated to teaching as

their means of serving their fellow-

man and their God. We should be

deeply grateful for and to each of

them and humbly pray, "... May
their tribe increase."

J. E. Danielet.

Equipment

Elon College today has topnotch

equipment in all its academic depart-

ments. The book value on eqiiipment

alone amounts to $385,222.35. This

includes all equipment in the labora-

tories, classrooms, music department,

dining hall, and dormitories.

The Physics Department has equip-

ment valued at $10,000.00 ; the Biolo-

gy Department, $30,000.00 ; the Chem-
istry Department, $30,000.00; the

Home Economics Department, $7,-

500.00 ; and tlie Commercial and Busi-

ness Department, $10,000.00. These

are all conservative estimates.

We strive to equip all our depart-

ments with the best and most modern
apparatus available. The equipment
in onr natural science departments, in

particular, is outstanding. The Phy-

sical Education Department has ex-

cellent equipment and facilities to

carry on a good program. Our
Foreign Langiiage Department has

laboratory facilities consisting of

record players, tape recorders, and
other electronic devices to heighten

the effect of the romance language

courses. Our Fine Arts Department
has good equipment, but is in need

of practice pianos to replace those

that are no longer very satisfactory.

In the classrooms the equipment is

very serviceable. iSeating equipment
in some eases is having to be replaced.

Also, many of the blackboards are be-

ing replaneed and renovated so as to

present good writing surfaces.

Dining hall and kitchen equipment
is ample at this time and in good con-

dition. After the last fire in the

kitchen, all the old equipment was re-

placed with the best grade available

as far as utility is concerned. New
stoves, ovens, stainless steel sinks,

stainless steel steam kettles, maple
Avork-tables, mixers, saw, slicer, toast-

er, and other miscellaneous pieces

were purchased. The new equipment
was purchased with the idea of utiliza-

tion in the new kitchen, which is now
under construction, and plans have

been made to install this thoroughly

modern equipment in McEwen Me-
morial Dining Hall. Even though

this equipment will be utilized, much
additional equipment will be needed

for the neAv kitchen, mainly fabrica-

tions of stainless steel.

The furnishings in the dormitories

are not at present in as good condi-

tion as we would like them to be.

Ladies Hall and West Dormitory

have fair equipment, but in the boys

dormitories the equipment is inade-

quate. This situation will be partial-

ly remedied when new furnishings

are provided for the two new dormi-

tories.

Equipment in the power house is

in good condition. The additional

buildings that are being constructed

Avill place an extra burden on the

steam and hot water systems, but the

boilers are big enough and have

power enough to take care of the in-

creased demand.

The Federal surplus property dis-

tribution program, as carried out by

the United States Department of

Health, Welfare, and Education
through the North Carolina Agency,

is rendering a great service in im-

proving the quality of our overall

plant equipment. This has been done

at nominal cost, and the book value

of such equipment is very low as com-

pared to the value received.

Future demands will multiply our

equipment requirements both as to

quanity and quality. The progress

of research and keeping up-to-date in

education will tend to emphasize
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quality. Future reqiiirements will

call for utilization of much special

equipment, particularly in the fields

of electronics and science and chang-

ing educational practices guarantee

that such equipment will be profitably

used in Elon College and similar in-

stitutions.

W. E. Butler, Jr.

Finances

The expansion of Elon College over

the past twenty years has been phe-

nomenal. On the opening day in

1932, eighty-six students were matri-

culated. The year closed, however,

with two hundred and forty students.

Since 1932, the enrollment has in-

creased substantially year by year to

date. Enrollment for 1955-56 will

exceed twelve hundred students.

This expanded enrollment has

necessarily meant an expanded cur-

riculum and a faculty commensurate

with the increased enrollment; also,

an expanded curriculum and increas-

ed facilities sufficient for the needs to

give proper instructions to all stu-

dents.

In no department of the college's

life, however, has the expansion pro-

gram been more evident than in its

equipment and economic resources.

During these years of growth, the ex-

isting buildings have been improved

and kept in a good state of repair.

Additions to the campus consist of a

new power house, an improved heat-

ing system, a new gymnasium, faculty

houses, sufficient to house twentj^-one

members of our faculty, seventy

apartments for married students, a

temporary dining hall and kitchen,

an aviation laboratory, and now be-

ing erected on the campus are two
new dormitories and a new dining

hall, with plans for additional equip-

ment in the making.

Of course, the expansion program
of Elon College, above mentioned and
other aspects, have required greatly

expanded economic resources.

The total budget for Elon College

from 1932 to 1935 was $86,000. The
total budget approved by the Board
of Trustees of Elon College on Tues-

day, January 17, 1956, was the un-

believable figure of $541,000. Since

1935, the college has been able to

meet its annual budget without delay

to the present year. There are suf-

ficient resources in hand and in

prospect to meet the current budget

and close the college year without a

deficit.

To help meet the enlarged current

budget, churches of the Southern

Convention have stood by and in-

creased their contributions to the

college. In 1955, our Sunday schools

and churches contributed for cui'rent

expenses more than $27,000.

Since 1946, Elon College has added

$310,000 to its endowment funds and
has accumulated approximately $500,-

in invested funds. The income from
both funds is paid into the current

budget.

During this year, the college has

received notification from the Ford
Foundation that it would receive

$125,700, the income from which

would go to supplement faculty sal-

aries. Tlie Wachovia Bank and Trust

Company has contributed $5,000 to

our building fund, and the Esso

Foundation, Standard Oil Company
of New Jersey, has contributed $2,000

for the expenses of iindergrauate ed-

ucation in the college. All these con-

tributions count on the Two and One-

Half ]\Iillion Dollar Campaign Fund.
There is developing a new and in-

creased interest in the college among
our churches in the Southern Con-

Virginia Hall

Work is progressing at a rapid pace on Virginia Hall, new girls' dormitory on the Elon

College campus. The roof was completed on this structure before Christmas, assuring that

winter weather would not halt work on the building. The new dormitory stands just

north of the present West Dormitory for girls, being linked with older building by

corridors at each of the three floor levels. This building, like the boys' dormitory and

the new dining hall, is expected to be completed by Elon's 1956 commencement.
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vention. Our churches are under-

writing- $300,000 to help pay for our

two new dormitories, Carolina Hall

and Virginia Hall.

On the recommendation of the Con-

vention, conference apportionments

for the college have been increased to

$35,000 annually.

Mrs. J. H. McEweu of Burlington,

North Carolina, has contributed more

than $51,000 toward the cost of the

McEwen Memorial Dining Hall.

Many, many others have contributed

sjnaller amounts to the Two and One-

Half Million Dollar Campaign Fund,

which has helped in eveiy way. to

expand the college, enlarge its equip-

ment and add to its invested funds.

Elon College faces the future with
the determination to build the kind
of institution that our church and
this day needs, and is optimistic in

all of its plans and endeavors for the

days and years that lie ahead.

L. E. Smith.

Publicity

Publicit}' and public relations are

important phases in the programs of

all institutions and all organizations,

and both are intended to place the

institution or organization in the

most favorable light possible in the

eyes of the general public.

Such is. the purpose of the publici-

ty program at Elon College, with an

effort made to keep the college in the

public eye and mind as much as pos-

sible, always seeking to publicize the

accomplishments of the collesre as a

whole and its faculty and students as

individuals.

There are several media through

which the Elon College publicity is

broadcast, including the weekly and
daily newspapers, the bi-weekly col-

lege newspaper, radio stations, tele-

vision stations and occasionally sec-

tional or national ma.<?azines.

Stories on collesre activities, includ-

incr both curricular and extra-curri-

cular programs, are sent regularly to

the newspapers. Whenever possible,

stories of individual accomplishments

of students are sent to their home
newspapers. It is quite natural, how-

ever, that the bulk of Elon College

stories appear in the newspapers that

are located in the general area of the

college itself.

The campus newspaper, Maroon

and Gold, now in its thirty-fifth year

of publication, is also a valuable med-

ium of publicity. It is mailed regu-

larly to more than 100 high schools,

and to both junior and senior col-

leges, carrying accounts of campus

activities at Elon. An effort is nmde

ahvays to keep the Elon Campus and

student life in the most favorable

light.

Periodic radio broadcasts are ar-

ranged for college activities, and bul-

letins pertaining to students' pro-

grams are spotted on regular broad-

casts. Several times neighboring tel-

CA-ision stations have allowed Elon

faculty members and students to ap-

pear on TV programs to boost such

special programs as the annual

"Homecoming Day" festivities. In

several instances sectional magazines,

such as Southern Coach and Athlete,

have published lengthy feature arti-

cles concerning the college, telling of

its history, traditions and activities.

Another valuable phase of the pro-

gram, which might more properly be

termed public relations rather than

publicity, is found in the frequent

appearance of Elon faculty members

for speaking engagements before re-

ligious and civic groups. These, like

the newspaper stories and the periodic

broadcasts, serve to keep people

thinking of and talking about Elon

College. Luther Byrd.

Church Support (For Elon College)

Elon College, founded in 1889, is

now more than 66 years old. As a

member of a church in the Southern

Interior View of Gymnasium

Elon engages m a full intercollegiate athletic program. There is also a

broad program of intramural athletics, which aims to provide healthful

activity and recreation for the entire student body. This is made possible

through the modern gymnasium, a part of the interior of which is shown,
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Convention, ask yourself the follow-

ing questions: During this sixty-six

year period, how many members of

the churches of the Southern Conven-

tion have received their college edu-

cation at Elon ? How many ministers

for the churches of the Congrega-

tional Christian denomination have

received all or a part of their higher

education at Elon? How many hun-

dreds of thousands of dollars have

the churches of the Southern Conven-

tion contributed, as churches, to the

support and development of Elon?

Even though many records were

lost in the fire at Elon a number of

years ago, it is still possible that some-

one might give an answer to each of

these questions, and Avith considerable

accuracy. While I do not knoAV the

answers, myself, I am confident that

the numbers of people whose lives

have been forever changed by the

opportunities offered at Elon College

are legion ; that the numbers of peo-

ple whose lives have been made richer

and more worthwhile because of those

who have gone from Elon to lead in

the life of the churches are also

legion; that while all of this educa-

tion and inspiration have been going

on, church people, rich and poor, old

and young, have been giving a por-

tion of their income, through their

church, to help make it possible.

Because these things are true, Elon

College represents a tremendous in-

vestment: of time, of labor, of love,

on the part of thousands of folks. It

is an investment which Ave shall want
to follow Avith our prayers, our in-

terest, and our concern. To make
sure that it has been a proper one,

we shall Avant to see it protected. In

these days, when the importance of

the small, liberal arts, church-related

college is greater than at any time in

our history, all of us knoAV that what
has been done, to date, is but the be-

ginning of effort in meeting a vital

need. More than ever before Elon
College needs, and deserves, the full

and gnerous support of all our

churches. Let's Avork together to

make 1956 the best year yet

!

George D. Alley,

Suffolk, Virginia.

Elon College and an Adequate

Supply of Trained Ministers

The ministerial problems of our

Church, particularly those of recruit-

ing, training and getting "the right

man in the right place at the right

time," are a part of the joy and
heartache of the Superintendent of

the Southern Convention,

But for Elon College, one would
venture the guess that the churches

of our Convention Avould be much
A\ eaker. From our college has come

a steady stream of dedicated, trained

pastors for our churches, and because

of the improved calibre of our min-

istry, many fine pastors of other areas

have been attracted to the Conven-

tion. The importance of a trained

ministry cannot be over-emphasized

in these days of a better educated

laity. The Christian Church lagged

for many years, and failed to go into

the groAving cities of this area, be-

cause of an inadequately trained min-

istry. We believe history bears this

out.

The folloAving is a quotation from

a sermon deliA'ered by Rev. E. S.

Batehelor of New Bedford, Mass, on

May 21, 1880, as a part of the cen-

tennial observance of the Christian

Church of that city, and it has rel-

evance for us:

"Consecrated learning is essential

to the successful promulgation of the

gospel of Jesus. lie, the great model

preacher, possessed divine Avisdom to

enable him to speak as none had ever

spoken before him, and as none have

spoken since his day. He took un-

lettered men from the fishing boats of

the Sea of Galilee, and from the re-

ceipt of customs, and sent them out

to preach his gospel among the na-

tions; hut not until they had been

under his tuition for three years.

"Education should not be placed

paramount to such preparation as

grace imparts, but in its place it is

important. Men are regarded as fit-

ted to practice as lawyers or physi-

cians or to serve as teachers only af-

ter thorough courses of study. Why,
then, should not he Avhose responsibil-

ities exceed those of any other pro-

fession be content Avith less thorough

preparation? Paul excelled his fel-

loAv apostles, not because he Avas a

better man, but because of his super-

ior advantages of early training as a

pupil at the feet of Gamaliel. '

'

Elon College, our college, cannot

alone provide ministers adequate to

meet our church's need. This busi-

ness of recruiting for the ministry

must start in the home, the Sunday
school, the local church. Then we
must send our eager, consecrated

youth to our college, Avhere met by
consecrated teachers, and in the at-

mosphere of the church they may be

prepared in heart, body and mind
for the ministerial services of the

church. Elon is ours to be used.

Let none of us fail to put the hand
of Christian influence upon our choice

youth, that God may make of them
flaming evangels of our Lord. Help
Elon College to help us meet tlie need
for an increasing number of con-

secrated, prepared ministers for our
churches.

Wat. T. Scott,

Superintendent.

The Ability of the Church to

Contribute

The church is a "ealled-out-group."
It is i)i the Avorld but not of the Avorld.

Yet hoAv often do Ave, Avho are Chris-

tians, think and react as the Avorld

does. We are confronted AA'ith the

oppo]-t unity of providing higher ed-

ucation in a Christian atmosphere.

Oar normal reaction is. "I'll spend
Avhat money I have where it Avill mean
inor'^ to me. I haven't got enough
fo)' myself nuich less to giA^e away
some." This is a normal reaction.

We all understand it—^but it is not

Christian and Ave better face it.

A Christian is grateful for God's
blessing—including all material bless-

ings. He is anxious to demonstrate
his gratitude or as Paul says, "To
proA'e the shicerity of his loA^e." This

is done through giving, for there is

an unAvritten laAV Avhich says, "Love
gives." A Christian also seeks op-

portunity to invest his life for the

Kingdom. lie lives to give, not to

get—thus he ever seeks for tlu' best

opportunity to invest his all for

Christ.

The Christian Colh'ge offers the

opportunity of our sharing in mould-
ing the spirit and character as Avell as

the mind, at a very crucial age

—

noT-mally referred to as youth. There
is no way of measniiug the influi'uee

exerted for the Kingdom in the basic

training by Elon College of ministers,

missionaries, directors of Christian

Education, teachers, laAvyers, doc-

tors, nurses, accountants, salesmen,

secretaries, businessmen, etc. IMany

of those Avho determine the type

of community and state our children

will have to live in, pass under our

influence during their college years.

Many of our churches could invest

an amotnit equal to tAvice their sug-

gested share in the present Eloji Col-

lege expansion program. Most of

our churches could at least contri-

bute their suggested quota over a 3-5

year period. Our biggest hindrances

have been wrong motives in onr giv-

ing and a failure to look into the

future. We are prone to compare

Avhat we are doing Avith what others

are doing and to be complacent. We
have also had a tendency to fail to
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A Group from the Ministerial Association

Fehruary 2, 1956

An integral part of the Elon College program for training ministers and church workers is

the Ministerial Association, which is a student organization composed of young men
and young women who are preparing for careers in the church. The group operates

under the sponsorship and advice of Dr. Ferris E. Reynolds, chairman of the Department

of Religion and Philosophy. A portion of the membership of the Ministerial Associa-

tion is pictured above.

look ahead. We have often lived

without a real vision of what God
Avants to do through us for the on-

coming generations.

We are a fortunate and blessed

people. I believe when our motives

for giving become Christian and we
pause to look at our godgiven oppor-

tunities ill Christian Higher Educa-
tion, then we will discover as the mul-

titudes of old that we have adequate

resources.

Our problem is not one of inability.

It is rather the problems of wrong
motives and limited vision.

Fred P. Register.

Spiritual Needs on the Campus

If you stopped at Blon College,

you could find easily the Alamance
Building, the library, or the gym-
nasium. To find the spiritual life on

the campus is a little more difficult.

You would be looking for the spirit-

ual characteristics of the culture that

exists on the campus. You would

look for the vitality of campus life,

the center of strength, and the spirit

that grips the students and the facul-

ty.

Spiritual needs on the campus are

being met in part by many religious

activities: services of worship each

Sunday morning in Whitley Audi-

torium, students' Sunday sclhool

class, Sunday evening vespers, morn-

ing devotion five days a week at 7 :10,

chapel twice each Aveek, music by the

college choir, religious drama by the

Dramatic Department, and Religious

Emphasis Week held each year with

an outstanding minister as guest

speaker.

]\Iore important tlian the above

are the hearts and lives of the pro-

fessors. Students have available the

wisdom and the guidance of these

faculty members. In each class stu-

dents find an exciellent Christian

faith in these men and women who are

their instructors.

There are many needs to strengthen

the spiritual life on the campus: a

small chapel where personal medita-

tions, small communion services, wed-

dings, baptisms, and other activities

could be had; a chaplain who would
have more time to direct the religious

activities on the campus than the

minister of the Community Church;

definite emphasis placed on spiritual

life by the college and by the church

Avhieh fosters Elon College.

The most outstanding spiritual

need at Elon College is the need of

Christian homes from whence these

students come. Two-tJiirds of the

students who attend classes at Elon

College live at home. This means

that the college has little opportunity

to develop the spiritual life of these

day and night students. Of the other

third, one-half or more go home each

week-end. Thus the spiritual needs

on the campus of Elon College must

be met more readily by the home and
the home church of the students.

There is the need of a vital faith,

a deep spiritual life in anyone's life.

Students preparing for their life's

vocation need the Spirit of the Living

God. Each of us can help them find

the deepest desire of their hearts.

W. J. Andes.

Philosophy of the College

The underlying philosophy of the

college stems from three recognizable

sources. In the first place there is the

Hebraic tradition. For the ancient

Hebrews the knowledge of God rep-

resented tlie highest form of know-

ing. Other areas of learning were

refated to it very much like the spokes

of a wheel are attached to the hub.

Studying physical nature was re-

garded as a matter of tracing the

handiwork of God. Observing hu-

man nature meant studying the image

of God upon individuals. To under-

stand society, one must review God's

dealings with his people as families,

tribes, and nations. Justice meant
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the application of the principles of

divine justice to human affairs. In

short, the pursuit of linoAvleclg'e for

the Hebrews was more than the ac-

cumulation of factual information;

it was tlie quest for that wisdom
which issued fro)ii the fear of the

Lord.

Secondly, there is the classical tra-

dition which has been fundamental

in the philosophy of a liberal arts

education since the days of Plato's

Academy. Among the Greeks, curi-

osity was stressed. Truth was sought

for its own sake. Facts were observ-

ed objectively and logical conclusions

drawn from them. The Greek ac-

ademic ideal stressed order, ballance,

moderation, physical fitness, and
moral earnestness. Emancipation

from prejudice, dogmas, and super-

stition was essential to the quest for

truth. Friendly discussion was one

of the most acceptable methods in

learning.

Thirdly, there was the school of

Jesus with the early disciples as stu-

dents. The main objective of this

disciple training was to develop skill

in serving God, and serving God
meant "doing it unto the least of

these." JNIethods emploj'ed in the

school of the disciples were informal

and individual-centered. It is un-

derstandable how this fellowship of

learning created by Jesus has sug-

gested important features in the

philosophy of Christian higher edu-

cation.

In formulating the philosophy of

Elon College, then, a conscious at-

tempt has been and continues to be

made to combine these three sources

of thought and practice into a con-

sistent program of education. Nat-

urally, this basic philosophy of the

college requires to be re-interpreted

and implemented in view of the spe-

cific needs of the students and our

modern society. Employing the valid

principles from these three traditions,

adaptations and adjustments may be

made without undue confusion or

contradiction. Accordingly the col-

lege may change with the times and
yet remain faithful to its purpose

and heritage.

Ferris E. Reynolds,

Chairman,
Dept. of Philosophy and Religion.

Trustees

I am pleased, both as an individual

and as Chairman of the Board of

Trustees of Elon College, to avail my-
self of the courtesy accorded by The
Chkristian Sun to contribute to the

college issue of that good publication.

Just as The Christian Sun is our

church paper, Elon College is our

church school. Both deserve the full

support of the entire church and co-

operating friends. Two few of the

constituency and friends of our

church know enough about the pro-

gram and problems of either. Both

should have the benefit of our whole-

hearted interest and enthusiasm.

Yes, Elon College is our church

school. It was founded and organ-

ized under the auspices of the Chris-

tian Church fnow the Congregational

Christian Church) pursuant to an

act of the General Assembly of North

Carolina ratified on the 11th day of

]March, 1889. It has always been un-

der the control of the general con-

vention of the church. It is specifical-

ly provided by legal edict that "the

affairs of said college shall be under

the management of a board of trus-

tees consisting of 36 members, who
shall be chosen from persons nomi-

nated by The Southern Convention of

Congregational Christian Churches or

its legal successor, 24 of whom shall

be members of the Congregational

Christian Church."

The Board of Trustees of the col-

lege, selected as aforementioned, is

authorized, empowered and charged

with the responsibility of appointing

a president and other officers and in-

structors, and also agents of the col-

lege, as may be necessary, and to

])rescribe and direct the course of

study to be pursued in the college and

its departments. In addition thereto

the Board is required to faithfully

apply all funds collected and re-

ceived according to their best judge-

ment in erecting suitable buildings,

supporting the necessary offcers, in-

structors and agents and in procur-

ing books, equipment and other ap-

paratus necessary to the well being

and success of the college.

The college has experienced phe-

nomenal growth from its beginning

a little over a half century ago. The

total student enrollment has reached

nearly 1200. Three new buildings

are now being constructed on the

campus, and further building plans

are being considered. This is neces-

sary to meet the growing demands
upon our institution.

Members of the Board of Trustees

of the college have constantly demon-

strated a desire to effectively dis-

charge their obligations and respon-

sibilities as they appeared. Officers,

faculty members, agents and em-

ployees have coopei-ated beautifully.

The tasks have been difficult but

pleasant. The result speaks for it-

self and a fair appraisal of it is in-

vited.

In the overall ])rogram now, and
for the future, Ave need and solicit

the interest, enthusiasm, cooperation

and fuiuls of every member of our
church and every friend we can find.

I am confident that all of these Avill

be forthcoming once all of us have
acquired a full appreciation of the

program and problems of our church
school. This I urge Avith all the em-
phasis at my command.

Faithfully,

TiiAD BuRE, Chairman.

What the Church Expects of the

College

The Chureh needs Elon College for

good and obvious reasons :

a. To a.ssist in the training of

ministers and other religious

personnel.

b. To afford- higher education
from the Christian point of

view to the young people of

the area.

c. To render actual services to

the churches in music, religi-

ous education, leadership

training, and other areas of

endeavor in Avhich the college

faculty is skilled.

d. To be a center of intellectual

and inspirational resource for

all of our churches in North
Carolina and Virginia.

The above are services Avhich the

Church needs and expects of the Col-

lege. Our churces have no other

source to which to turn for these

needs except they find poor substi-

tutes or become parasites on some
other denominational college.

No one claims that Elon is the per-

fect church-related college. But it

stands ready to serve. Every indi-

cation is that its poAver to serve our
churches Avas ncAer better and that

neAV equipment, new personnel, and
ncAV insights will make it more effec-

tive in the future than it has been in

the past.

The Avriter of this article serves a

church Avhich is upon tlu^ very tloor-

step of Elon. 2lany of our young
people have attended. J\Iany times

Elon has responded to calls for lead-

ers, speakers, programs and activities

of many sorts. The response has been
genuine, prompt and of high quality.

What Elon has done for this church,

it stands ready to do for any church
within reach.
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The only way to determine what
Elon can do for your church is to ask

for her services. The college is there

to be used by the churches. Give her

a chance and she will not disappoint

you.

Henry E. Robinson.

The Church and Elon College

Please note that I have put the

Church first in the subject of this

statement. There is a special reason

for that. It was the Church that

founded Elon College, owns it and
operates it. What Elon College is,

the Churcli has made it. Whatever
it isn't, the Church must take the

blame.

Parents are back of every child

Avho comes into and goes out of a

home. We have never found ways to

measure accurately the influence that

follows that child as he goes out. We
do knoAv that it is tremendous. So

is the influence of the churches of

the Southern Convention upon Elon

College. We have set her up, sent

her out, as it were, to do the work of

Christian higher education. That

means that her influence is reflected

back into the churches, and into the

homes of the churches, through the

ideals and capacities she builds into

the young people we send there.

We, of the Convention, as individ-

ual members of the churches, and as

churches, have a two-fold responsi-

bility to Elon College

:

We have the responsibility to see

tliat within our ability to do so, as

individuals and as churches, Elon
College has the financial substance

neeessar.y to keep pace Avith the grow-

ing demands upon her. A portion of

that is asked for through the appor-

tionments of our churches. But that

is not enough. It does not mean that

Avhen a church pays its apportion-

ment to the college that we, as indi-

vidual members, are relieved of any
obligation to give to her support, ei-

ther out of our necessities or out of

our fortunes. Elon was not founded
l)y wealth, as the world counts it,

but out of the riches of faith, and the

feeling that we must have a college

to train our leaders. That such train-

ing has been forthcoming since the

college was opened meets no argu-

ment. That we are called upon so

constantly to give our support to the

college should be no surprise. To
argue against the necessity is to be

unfair to her pui-poses and to that

w"hich we expect of her.

We must remember, too, that Elon
cannot train the young people we do

not send t© her. Tkis is tur scoond

responsibility. The Methodists, the

Baptists, and the Presbyterians, all

seem to see greater value in the Chris-

tian training Elon gives, because they

send more students there than do the

Congregational Christian churches.

This is odd. It should put us to

thinking, and it should result in a

greatly increased enrollment of Con-

gregational Christian students at

Elon College. That is our job, as

parents, as pastors, and as churches.

Elon College stands on the thresh-

old of her greatest ability to serve the

churches of our fellowship. Our re-

sponse to her calls for funds and for

students to match her opportunity

to serve. The time is NOW

!

Jesse H. Dollae,

President, So. Convention.

What of the Future?

Since the true student of history

looks forward to what Lincoln once

referred to as "man's vast future,"

a future which it is hoped will be

brighter and better for all men every-

where, I am grateful for this oppor-

tunity to contemplate the road that

stretches out ahead for Elon College.

One cannot help but sense that this

institution, barring a catastrophe of

the first order, may in time come to

render service to humanity far in

excess of even the most sanguine ex-

pectations and hopes. We may not

witness the day of its greatest con-

tributions, but a constant dream for

the future combined with inspired

leadership wiU surely help to hasten

tlie coming of that day. The kind of

vision perhaps needed is similar to

that of a Bostonian, who, after pre-

dicting a magnificent future for A-
merica from his vantage point of the

year 1758, concluded. "0! Ye unborn
Inhabitants of America ! Should this

Page escape its destined Conflagra-

tion at the Year's End . . . you will

know that in Ajino Domini 1758, we
dreamed of your Times."

Crises and anxieties lie ahead for

Elon College, just as they did for

America, and these must be met suc-

cessfully before our dreams of the

future can materialize.

Informed Americans are aware of

the impending crisis in higher ed-

ucation. John W. Gardner, presi-

dent of the Carnegie Corporation,

has summed up the crucial issue which

this crises poses in terms of four

questions: (1) Who should go to col-

lege? (2) What kinds of education

should be provided? (3) How can we
avoid the worst effects of "mass pro-

. Auction" in education? and (4) How
shall we pay for it all?

These questions demand the most
serious intelligent consideration. By
1960 there will be a fifty per cent in-

crease in the number of children en-

tering high school, and this situation

will soon extend to the colleges. At
Elon, and elsewhere, some will un-

doubtedly be inclined to favor the ad-

mission of larger and larger numbers
of students whereas others may feel

that in so doing we may end up by
actually educating fewer and fewer.

John Stuart Mill once wrote that

the purpose of education was to make
"ca];able and ciiltivated human be-

ings." Yet, it is apparent that the

trend has been toward vocational or

"practical" training and away from
the liberal arts, "the arts or studies

becoming to a free man." Perhaps
there is room for both, but it may
well be that only the utmost vigilance

at Elon and other institutions will

preserve the fundamental core of

liberal learning.

Some feel that among the worst ef-

fects of mass education is the inabili-

ty of instructors to give the excep-

tional few sufficient attention. The
inability to do this, in the words of

Harvard's President Nathan Pusey,

is " at our cost
'

' because "it is the ex-

ceptional person . . . who all along

has been opening the way toward a

fuller life for all of us." Will it be

possible to avoid neglect of the gifted

in classrooms filled to capacity with

students listening to lectures piped in

by television?

Needless to say, the probable en-

rollment increase alone will demand
increassed financial support. Per
capita income has risen six times as

much as the salaries of college pro-

fessors over the past twenty-five years,

and it is time that this gap was closed.

No doubt there will be pressure for

federal aid and increased business

support involving questions of the

utmost significance and creating much
lively debate.

In years hence the immediate fu-

ture may well be regarded as having

been a pivotal era in the history of

this and other institutions of higher

learning. It is probably more cducial

for the private schools than for those

which are tax-supported inasmuch as

the former despite the anticipated

increase in the number of students,

are bound to experience a relative

drop in enrollment from their present

fifty per cent of the total to twenty-

five per cent or less. This will mean
that if Elon and other private schools

(Continued on page 15.)
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Sunday School Lesson
By RE^^ H. S. Haedcastle, D. D.

"Parables on Prayer"

Lesson VII

—

February 12, 1956.

Memory Selection: "The effectual

fervent prayer of a righteous man
availeth much." James 5 : 10.

Background Scripture : Luke 17 : 20

to 18: 17.

Devotional Reading : James 5 : 7-20.

One of the most effective ways to

make truth vivid is to tell a story.

Jesus again and again used this meth-

od. For what we call the parables of

Jesus, and there are many of them in

the Gospels, are simply stories which

Jesus told to teach the truth and to

make vivid and vital spiritual and
moral realities.

There is one simple rule to be ob-

served in interpreting a parable : it

is that there is one central truth in

it. It is unfair and unsound to take

every detail in a parable and to try

to draw out a specific meaning in that

detail. One does that with an alle-

gory ; he should not do it with a par-

able. This principle should be ob-

served in considering the two para-

bles in today's lesson. They are de-

signed to teach one central truth : The

parable about the Widow and the Un-

just Judge emphasizes persistence in

prayer; the parable of the Pharisee

and the Publican at Prayer empha-

sizes humility in prayer. All else is

incidental.

Persistence in Prayer.

Here is a story of a widow living

in a village who thinks she has a case

against somebody who has done her

wrong. She appeals to the judge. He
is a hard-boiled guy—he fears neither

God nor man, and he refuses to do

anything about the ease. That is at

first. But he reckoned without the

staying power of a woman. Possibly

he should have heeded the slogan of

modern advertising, "Never under-

estimate the poAver or influence of a

woman. '

' The widow would not take

"No" for an answer. By day and

by night, she hounded the judge.

She just kept pecking away ; she wore
him down. At long last, he had to

give in. He granted her plea, not

because he had any sense of justice,

but simply to get rid of her. (The

Greek words read, he
'

' took a beating

from her.") Charlie McCarthy would
say,

'

' She mowed him down. '

' That,

in brief; is the story. What does it

mean?

There is no need to say that the

judge is not a picture of God. That

is absurd. The one central jet of

truth in the story is the need for per-

sistence in prayer. Prayer is no Al-

addin's lamp, bringing instantly by
magic anything we ask for, anything

we want. God sometimes makes us

wait for the answer to our prayers,

and for several reasons: (1) That
our motives might be purified. Who
is there of us who has not prayed for

something, and on calmer reflection

asked ourselves the question,
'

' Is that

worthy? Is that what I really want?"
(2) That our desires might be inten-

sified. Do we really want the thing

for which we pray? Do we want it

more than we want anything else?

(3) That our faith might be tested

and developed. Patience is one of

the best weapons of the saint. We
are impatient folks. We want "to

get rich quick." But God would
teach us that Ave should not weary in

prayer, but having asked of him in

faith, we should wait in patience and
trust, and persist in prayer. We can

or should trust his wisdom and his

love.

Perseverance in Faith.

There is an interlude between the

two stories in today's lesson, which
emphasizes perseverance in faith. It

may have been inserted by Luke him-
self. In any event, the question is

asked, "Nevertheless, when the Son
of Man cometh, shall he find faith

on the earth?" Would the persecu-

tion of the enemies of the church,

would worldliness, would love of ease

and pleasure, bring an end to faith?

There are many things that test the

faith of the believer. But we are

called upon to be faithful. We are

not asked to succeed, but we are ask-

ed to bear witness at all odds. We
are not asked to reach the goal im-

mediately, but we are asked to keep

plugging along. And the direction

in which we are headed is far more
important than the rate at which we
are traveling. "It is better to inch

along toward God than to go hell-

bent in a jot plane!" Alas if faith

does vanish from the earth! For
faith is essential to every realm of

life. We live by faith, and we are

saved by faith.

Page Fifteen

Humility in Prayer.

As Jesus taught persistence and
perseverance in prayer by the story

of the Unjust Judge and the Widow,
so he taught humility in prayer by
the story of the two men, the Phari-

see and the Publican, who went up
into the temple to pray. Here is a

Pharisee, proud, vain, self-righteous,

self centered—all Pharisees were not

like this man—parading his virtues,

]:)ointing out the vices of others. The
key Avord in his prayer Avas the per-

sonal pronoun "I." Dr. Buttcrick

puts it thus, "He thought of God as

a corporation in AA^hich he had a con-

siderable block of stock, so that at

any moment he might be invited to

become a director." His prayer told

God that he was waiting for Avell-de-

served honors. He felt that God
OAved something to him. His prayer
got no higher than his SAvoUen head.

There stands the publican, stand-

ing, it should be noted, afar off. He
did not feel Avorthy to come too close

into the presence of the Divine. In
humility, in sincerity, almost in ag-

ony, he cried out, "God be merciful

to me a sinner." He simply pleaded
Avith God to cleanse a soul that was
black,

'

' one dark blot.
'

' And because

he was humble and earnest and hon-

est, he "Avent to his house justified

rather than the Pharisee." He had
accepted heaven's grace. The Phar-
isee had everything in his favor ex-

cept the one thing he needed, an
humble and contrite heart.

Here is written in letters large e-

nough that he who runs may read,

the essential spirit in prayer. Prayer
is not primarily a matter of place or

time or posture—although the bowed
head and the bended knee do help

—

or even of language. Prayer is es-

sentially a matter of spirit and mo-
tive. God resisteth the proud, but
he gives grace unto the humble. "If
Ave confess our sins, he is faithful and
just to forgive us our sins and to

cleanse us from all unrighteousness."

Based on "International Sunday School
Lessons;" Copyrighted 19.54 by Division of
Cliristian Education, National Council of the
Churches in the U. 8. A.

THE EXPANSION PROGRAM
FOR ELON COLLEGE.
(Continued from page 14.)

are to maintain their proud place in

American education they will have to

do it on the basis of the quality of
their contribution. And they Avill

need all of the brains, ingenuity, reso-

lution, and faitli tliat they can mus-
ter to meet this crisis.

H. H. Cunningham.
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i^re You Making Preparation for

OUR EVANGELISTIC PROGRAM?

§I«..BI]gjp^

We seardn the wortdJoY ifWiihm We cull

The good, the true, the beautiful

From graven stone and written scroll,

And all old flower-fields of the soul;

And, weary seekers of the best.

We come back laden from our quest,

To find that all the sages said

Is in the Vook our mothers read.

'""Whittier.
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Mr. and Mrs. John C. Tomko, and

family, of the Bethlehem, Disputan-

ta, Church, were visitors at the Rich-

mond Church on January 29.

From tJie oftiee of Kev. Frank J.

Seribner, General Secretary of the

Board of Home Missions' Ministerial

Relief Division, comes the good news

that there was raised $141,051.58 for

the 1955 Christmas Fund. Miss Pa-

tricia Stephens, Mr. Seribner 's secre-

tary, writes us that we might like to

report this to our readers, and we are

glad to do so.

The Rev. Lowell A. S'moot has ac-

cepted a call to become the pastor of

Liberty Congregational Christian

Church, A^'ance County, N. C. Mr.

Smoot is at present located at Soddy,

Temi. He is a graduate of Piedmont
College in Georgia, and Vanderl)ilt

School of Religion, Nashville, Tenn.

He was at one time the president of

the Georgia Pilgrim Fellowship, and
at the present time is president of the

Southeast Convention of Congrega-

tional Christian Churches. Airs. Smoot
has been president of the Georgia

Women's Fellowship. Mr. and Mrs.

Sm-oot will move to North Carolina,

June 1, 1956.

Chaplain Frank R. Hamilton

Becomes Pastor of Norfolk

Christian Temple

Captain Frank R. Hamilton, Chap-
lain, U. S. Navy Chaplain of the Fifth

Naval District, became the pastor of

The Christian Temple, Norfolk, Va.,

on February 1, succeeding Dr. W.
Millard Stevens, who resigned in

September to become pastor of the

Congregational Church, Southington,

Conn.

Beginning of pastoral duties at the

Temple brings to a close 24 years of

service in the Navy for Chaplain
Hamilton. He entered the Navy from
the pastorate of the First Congrega-

tional Church, Oskaloosa, Iowa.

During his naval career he served

in many places. Prior to World War
II, he served as Regimental Chaplain

of the Fourth Regiment in Shanghi,

China, mdnistering to the laJrgest

Christian congregation in the Orient

at that time. Following a tour of

duty at the United States Naval

Academy, Chaplain Hamilton was
assigned to the aircraft carrier York-

town, and was among her survivors

when she sank in the battle of Mid-

Avay in June, 1942. Later as Force

Chaplain of the Amphibious Force,

Pacific, he was awarded the Navy
Commendation Medal "for excellent

service in the line of his profession."

The award covered his work in co-

ordination of chaplains in the fleet

from March, 1945, to January, 1946.

Chaplain Hamilton came to Nor-

foUc in 1949 as Fleet Chaplain of the

CHAPLAIN HAMILTON

Atlantic Fleet and remained through

1951. He has also served as District

Chaplain of the Third Naval Dis-

trict, New York City, and the Ninth

Naval District, Great Lakes, 111. He
has been District Chaplain of the

Fifth Naval District for several years.

In addition to the commendation

medal given for his work in the am-

phibious foi'ces of the Navy, Chaplain

(Continued on page 11.)
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Laymen and the Church . . .

J. E. Danielcy, Editor, Box 515, Elon College, N. C

Southern Convention Laymen to

Meet at Elon

The Laymen's Fellowship of the

Southern Convention will meet at

Elon College on Sunday, February

19 for the annual rally. Registration

for the afternoon program will be-

gin at 2 p. m. The afternoon pro-

gram will feature an address by Rev.

Kenneth Kohler, the executive secre-

tary of the Churchmen's Brotherhood

of the Evangelical and Reformed
Church. The banquet, which will be

served at 6 p. m. will be addressed by

the Rev. A. Odell Leonard, popular

minister from Lexington, N. C. All

of the laymen of the convention are

urged to attend this rally
;

please

send in your reservations if you ex-

pect to attend the banquet. We can

guarantee to feed only those who
reserve their dinner. Send a postal

cart to Laymen's Rally, Box 515,

Elon College, N. C, today.

Piedmont Virginia District Laymen

Meet

The laymen of the Piedmont Vir-

ginia District met on Friday, Febru-

ary 3, at the Pleasant Grove Chris-

tian Church. Despite a continued

doAvnpour of rain throughout the day

65 men were present for the meeting.

President E. Irving Anderson called

the meeting to order at 7 p. m. and
James P. Ould offered the invoca-

tion. The ladies of the Plea.sant

Grove Church served a delicious din-

ner.

Opening the program for the even-

ing, J. K. Landrum, led the singing

of some familiar hymns. Calvin Black-

stock of - the Pleasant Grove Church
gave the welcome address. During
the business session, President An-
derson reported that a constitution

committee, composed of W. E. Aber-
nathy, T. S'. Earp, and J. K. Land-
rum, had completed the preparation
of a suggested constitution for the

organization. Mr. Abernathy, re-

porting for the committee, submitted
the constitution, and moved its adop-
tion. After some discussion and some
minor amendments the constitution
was adopted by a unanimous vote.

The program subject was "Elon
College—Our College" and the speak-

er was Dr. J. Earl Danieley, dean of

the college. He spoke of the program

of liberal arts training with Chris-

tian emphasis at Elon College and

pointed out that there is much evi-

dence that the program is etfective in

training leaders. As an illustration

he indicated that all four ministers

present. Rev. David Shepherd, Rev.

Walter Hall, Rev. Mark Andes, and
the host pastor. Rev. Weldon Madren,
were Elon men. One of the most im-

portant things that the laymen can

do to help the college is to send capa-

ble young men and women to study
on the campus.

Mr. Anderson presented Dr. Leoji

Edgar Smith, president of the col-

lege, and Dr. Smith led the group in

prayer. Officers of the Piedmont

district in addition to the president

are vice-president, Frank Tuck ; sec-

retary, W. W. Hankius; asst. secre-

tary, J. B. Elliott; treasurer, Cooke

Murray. Churches in the District

are Pleasant Grove, Ingram, Liberty,

Center, Union, Hebron, Lebanon,

Tiiird Avenue, Church of the Coven-

ant, and Happy Home.

N. C. and Va. Laymen to Meet

The Laymen's Fellowship of the

North Carolina and Virginia Confer-

ence will meet in Burlington at the

First Christian Church on February

17 according to an announcement by
the president, Bill Mahan. The meet-

ing has been set at 6 :30 p. m. ; the $1

per plate dinner will be served by
the men of the Burlington Church.

Walter Graham, National Laymen's
FelloM'ship Director will be the princ-

ipal speaker for the meeting. An-
nouncements are being mailed to each

group in the conference.

Laymen's Day in Chapel Hill

Sunday, January 22, was observed

as Laymen's Sunday in Chapel Hill

at the United Church. Lindsy
Neville, president of the fellowship,

presided at the service of worship.

The addresses by Stein Basnight and
Ray Strong were on the general topic,

"Doers, not Hearers Only." Others

having a part on the program were
Bill Alexander, Children's Sermon:
Edgar Alexander, Scripture Reading

;

Jim Mclntyre, Service of Prayer;

Jim Ellis, Benediction; and a quar-

tet composed of Tom Peyton, Gene
Stewart, Roy Weaver and Dr. Hugh
Ilartshorne sang the anthem.

Eastern Carolina Laymen to Meet

There will be a special meeting of

The Laymen's Fellowship of Ea.stern

North Carolina Conference, Monday
night, February 13 at 7:30 p. m. at

the Amelia Christian Church, Route
2 Clayton, N. C.

Our speaker will be Walter Gra-

ham, National Director of the Lay-
men's Fellowship. We are very for-

tunate to have Mr. Graham to meet
with us.

Carl Ray,

Secretary.

Report from the Winston-Salem

Laymen's Fellowship

A year ago we had an election of

officers and made plans to revive our
Laymen's Fellowship. The officers

were as follows: president, Lester

Reich
;

vice-president, Steve Maul-
din

;
secretary and treasurer, Staf-

ford Peebles. Steve Mauldin, who
attended the National Laymen's Fel-

lowship Rally in Chicago, gave a re-

port of that conference at our first

meeting.

Fine programs and delicious meals
(provided by the ladies circles) have
carried the fellowship steadily for-

ward. Throughout the year Ave have
had an average attendance of about
fifteen (15) men. The following of-

ficers were elected for the coming
year: president, Theo Gowens; vice-

president, Stafford Peebles
; secretary

and treasurer, David Wray; official

host, L. W. LaRowe. We're lookiixg'

forAvard to another good year.

Stafford Peebles,

Secretary.

*****
Laymen's Work at Liberty Vance

The Laymen of Liberty Vance,
Henderson, N. C, report they are en-
joying their felloAvship together. The
men meet on the third Wednesday
night of each month. Three men pre-
pare and serve the meal each month.
Our attendance is good. Our aim

is to interest all the men in our
church and eojumunity in our felloAv-

ship of service, work and play.
This past Aveek, Ave had as our

G'uest speaker Colonel Henry White.
(Continued on page 11.)
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Editorial

.

New Pleasure in Bible Reading
People are not reading the Bible regularly and

seriously, as they once did. You have probably

heard the story of the little girl who became curious

about the book which was always on the library

table, but which nobody ever opened. One day

she asked her mother, "What is that book that is

always on the table and is never read?" "That,"

said the mother, "is God's book." "Then why don't

we return it, if nobody ever reads it.?" the little

girl queried.

A few people habitually read at least one chap-

ter from the Bible every day. They must surely

derive a lot of good from such a habit, even though

they have never thought of it as reading for pleas-

ure. Some few are finding real pleasure in the read-

ing of two translations of sections of the New Tes-

tament, which were published in 1955. Dr. J. B.

Phillips, an English clergymen, is the translater.

The first to be published was "Letters to Young
Churches, a Translation of the New Testament

Epistles." It includes not only the Epistles of Paul

but also the Epistles of James, Peter, John and Jude.

The second is entitled "The Young Church in Ac-

tion." This is a translation of the Acts of the Apos-

tles. Mr. Phillips has also written a translation of

the Gospels, which the editor has not yet read.

You will be interested in a sketch of Mr. Phil-

lips' career, which appears on the jacket of "Let-

ters to Young Churches":

"Born in London in 1906, J. B. Phillips took

the B. A. degree in Classics at Cambridge Univer-

sity, where he later studied for the ministry. Or-

dained in 1930, he worked as a journalist between

his first two curacies. In 1940, he became Vicar of

the Church of the Good Shepherd in one of the

most bombed sections of London, remaining there

until almost the end of the war. Later, he became
Vicar of St. John's, Redhill, Surrey. Early in 1955,

he retired from Parish work for a time, turning

his energies to writing, speaking, and broadcasting

for the Faith. Mr. Phillips now lives in Swange in

Dorset."

What Mr. Phillips has attempted to do is to

translate the message of the New Testament into

the idiomatic English of the present day. How
well he has succeeded, you can know only by read-

ing his books. He has completely disregarded the

Greek sentence structure. He has endeavored to

say in English what the authors of the New Testa-

ment said in the current Greek of their day, and

to say it with the same directness and force.

Mr. Phillips has made a free translation. Only

a good free translation can give to an English read-

er, who knows only English, the full meaning and

force of the original. Mr. Phillips writes in a style

that is as lucid as sunshine. We have not been able

to find one single instance where the meaning has

been changed in the slightest degree. He makes

the meaning more readily apparent.

There are, we know, readers -of the Bible to

whom it seems almost a sacrilege to read the Bible

in any other save the King James Version. Good
for them! They have no need for a modern trans-

lation. Their minds, hearts, and souls are steeped

in the meaning and spirit of the Bible. We are con-

cerned about those who are ignorant concerning

the message of the Bible and who regard it as an

outmoded book.

The Bible speaks directly to the needs of the

human heart. Its tremendous spiritual impact

through the centuries has been due to the fact that

it has been translated into the language of the com-

mon people. The fiirst translation of the New
Testament was from the original Greek into Latin.

This translation was used for such a long time,

that when the suggestion wgs made and the work
of translating the Bible into other languages was
begun, it was violently opposed by both civil and
ecclesiastical authorities. Every new translation

which has brought the Bible within the compre-

hension of the average reader has produced im-

measurable blessings and met with considerable

opposition.

Mr. Phillips has, we believe, made a valuable

contribution to the advancement of the Kingdom,
wherever English is the language of the people. He
has translated the entire New Testament except

Hebrews and The Revelation to John. "Letters to

Young Churches" has an interesting introduction

by C. S. Lewis. Each book of the Bible translated,

is preceded by a brief historical section which gives

the author, date, destination and theme. Each
subject discussed carries a sub-title which is an aid

to understanding.

The three books mentioned herein are printed

in the United States by the Macmillan Company.
Other books by J. B. Phillips are "Your God Is

Too Small," "Plain Christianity," "Making Men
Whole," and "Appointment With God."
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''The Answer Is God^^
IN THE EASTERN CAROLINA CONFERENCE

By THOMAS W. MADREN

"God is the Answer." To all of

our needs and problems, we often

give this affirmative answer. By
chance, this could develop into a

meaningless and ineffective group of

related words. Let us raise a ques-

tion, rather than an affirmative state-

ment, as to what this relly means to

you. Is God really the answer, to

you personally, enough so that his

will controls your life?

What I am pointing to is this;

often we say things which look good

on paper and in theory they work
wonders, but when an eternal truth

is clothed in a human situation, well,

it often boggs down in application.

Why is this so? We say things that

we really don't mean. We are sub-

ject to human error, neglect, lack of

faith, trust, confidence and will power
to carry through.

For instance, it is a very easy

thing to shout, "The tithe is the

Lord's," but the real test comes Avhen

Ave actually sit down to separate one

tenth of that paycheck to give to God.
]\Iany times we never get around to

actually doing it. The same is true

with Evangelism. Sure, we all be-

lieve that Christ came to the world

to die for our sins, that God gave his

only Son that man's short-comings

might be atoned for and be reconcil-

ed to himself. This sounds marvel-

ous. But how is it with you, do you

actually believe this word of God
enough that you will let God Avork

through you, let his Holy Spirit floAv

through you to bring some unbeliever

into the fold of the church. Can God
use you or must you bury your talent ?

Yes, God is the Answer, but do you

really let him be your ansAvcr to your

problems.

God is the Answer in the Eastern

North Carolina Conference, in our

homes, local churches and definitely

felt as Ave enter the Evangelistic

Crusade next month. But here again,

hoAv Avill this affect you? EA'angelism

is an excellent thing. It could work
Avonders Avith all of us, if we would
giA'e it a trial. Evangelism, as it

means to me, is the spreading of the

good news of God's redemptive ac-

tivities through Christ, seeking to

save that Avhich Avas lost.

This has long been the job of the

preacher alone, but seen in a ncAv

day, every Christian must share in

this movement or he is laclving some-

thing. You may as Avell leave out

prayej-. But Avhile Ave would all

agree that this is good, evangelism

means nothing; to you unless it is a

part of your oavu life. The fact that

Christ died for men means nothing

to you unless your life is a living

Avitness in his name. So in order to

be true, CA'angeli-sm in your life must

be a first handed experience. No
one else can substitute.

Bu<: noAv, Avhat does this mean to

you, the Local minister or average lay-

men in the home church. It means

that Ave must do something about it.

If God is to be the AnsAver in the

Eastern Carolina Conference, in this

Revival Cruade, then the time for

talking is over, and the time for ac-

tion is at hand.

As Ave Avrite, Ave begin to dream as

to AA'hat the possible outcome could

be. In the Elastern Conference alone,

if only five souls Avere led to the

Savior in each church that Avould be

over 200 converts for the Kingdom.

We may even .start a ncAv church, or

revive some old ones, Avho can tell

Avhen God, Avith whom all things are

possible, has his way. Snch a goal

is not impossible if God is the AnsAver.

We have used Ijay Visitation Evan-
gelism in our church. Liberty, West-

ern North Carolina Conference, for

seAcral years and find it to be the

most effective method Ave have ever

used. Several years ago a small group

of our Lay People became concerned

over the fact that our membership

was not growiuff. Plans Avere laid

for a Aveek of visitation and arrange-

ments made with the non-resident

pastor (Ave had no resident pastor at

that time) to open the doors of the

church to receive members.

After a Aveek of visitation by teams,

Ave received on Sunday morning

tAventy-one ncAV members, most of

My ultimate desire for this Simul-

taneous Evangelistic Crusade is that

all of the churches should participate

;

that every minister should be ready

and on fire to do his part in the pro-

grarn; that every church, Avhether

participating in the Revival Crusade

or not, should have at least 10 men
and Avomen at the Workshop to be

held at Wake Chapel on Friday,

February 10th ; that these men and

women should make, a program of

visitation very effective in their local

church. Also I Avish that during the

Aveek of preaching, each Christian

should be in deep deA^oted prayer for

himself and his church, and last of

all, that ministers, laymen and wom-
en, all could rise up above their un-

concern, Aveak faith, or any other

hindeianee preventing God from

making this Crusade the most spirit-

ual event in our history, and gather

themselves in a unity of faith, fellow-

ship and action to put Christ before

the World.

This is not to be accomplished Avith-

out a little effort. No one person can

do it alone. Yes, you in the local

church have your part to do. For

each one that fails, then our unity is

much the more weaker. Make an

honest effort before God to attend the

Workshop Sessions, participate in the

visitation program in your church,

and give faithful support to the

preaching services of your church.

Shall Ave fail or shall Ave succeed?

With such a high calling of God and

such a Great Commission in Christ

Jesus, Ave cannot fail, for God is on

our side. He is the Answer. Is God
really the AnsAver for You? He is?

Then let's see your fruits.

Avhom were regular attendants of our

Sunday school and our Avorship ser-

vices. These people received the

visitation teams into their homes with

open hearts and Avere openly glad

that the church Avas concerned enough

for its members to take the time to

visit them and invite them to be a

part of it.

This past year, 1955, after a week

of visitation by the Lay People of

our church, we received on the Sun-

day Morning closing of the visitation

program by the teams, eighteen new

members.

Not every year in betAveen our first

(Continued on page 13.)

Lay Evangelism Worked in Our Church
By JACK P. SHOFFNER
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Note Burning at Hunterdale

Christian Church

A Note Burning- Service was ob-

served at the Hunterdale Christian

Church, near Franklin, Virginia, on

February 5, 1956, according to an

announcement by the pastor, the Rev.

Clyde Fields. The Note Burning took

place during the morning service of

Avorship at 11:00 o'clock.

The members of the Hunterdale

Christian Church stepped out by

faith under the leadership of the Rev.

Melvin Dollar in 1951 and built a

beautiful church sanctuary at a cost

of more than $35,000. A deed of

trust was signed by the Trustees:

W. H. S'cott, Trvin Blythe, Tony

Cobb, Sr., J. G. Cobb, and Richard

E. Carter, for $15,000, with the Mer

chants and Farmers Bank of Frank-

lin, Virginia. The agreement was to

the effect that $3,000 Avas to be paid

on the note each year by February

1. This seemed like a great venture

to the membership of 168 at the time.

Every payment of the note has

been met on time both during the

pastorate of the Rev. Melvin Dollar,

who served until March of 1952, and

the Rev. Clyde Fields, Avho has been

pastor since July 1952. The last pay-

bent was made in January 1956 .just

a little ahead of schedule.

Since 1951 the church has more

than doubled its membership ; the

budget has been trebled ; the Scott

Memorial Wing has been built and

dedicated, and more organizations

have been added.

The names of the men who signed

the note were read at the Note Burn-

ing Service, .iust before representa-

tives of the Board of Deacons, the

Finance Committee, the members of

the Board of Trustees who sicrned the

original Deed of Trust, the Woman 's

Fellowship, the Church Treasurer,

and tlie Pilgrim Fellowship, burned
t]ie note.

The chairman of the Board of Dea-

cons, S. M. Joyner, represented the

Board; Mrs. Edd Sykes, Avho has

been Church Treasurer for most of

the duration of the Deed of Trust,

represented the entire church. The

Finance Committee was represented

by Marvin Whitley, present chair-

man. Gordon Bridges and Edgar

Blythe have also served as chairmen

Churches . . .

during the duration of the note. Mrs.

Allen Doughty, the president of the

Woman's Fellowship, represented the

Fellowship which has made annual

contributions toward reducing the

note. W. G. O^Brien and R. H. Joy-

nei', Jr., have served as chairmen of

the Ijoard of Deacons for two years

each during the duration of the note.

Tlie Hunterdale Church was glad

to welcome friends of the church who
were present for this glad occasion.

*****
A Picture of the Hopewell Church

During 1955

Tlie Rev. James W. J\Iadren, form-

er pas+o)' (if the Wakefield rou2Tec'a-

tional Christian Parish, accepted a

call to First Congregational Chris-

tian Cliur .'h in Hopewell on Novem-
ber 1, 1954. Besides a full-time pas-

tor, his call included attending the

TTiiion Theological Seminary in Rich-

mond, Virginia^ where he is now a

student.

Dr. Jesse H. Dollar, president of

the Southern Convention, was the

guest speaker on December 3, 1954,

at a reception given for our new pas-

tor and his family.

"The Holy Nativity,'^ the Life of

C!hrist, Avas the theme for our Christ-

mas pageant. The chapel, the chan-

cel and the children's choirs present-

ed the candlelight carol service.

Prior to Mr. Madren's becoming

pastor of our church, a movie project-

or had been purchased for the pur-

pose of shoAving religious educational

films. At our Christmas service, a

special gii't Avas laken for Christ's

birthday to pay for the remaining

balance on this pro.iector.

Each Sunday night, beginning in

January 1955 through our Easter

night service, a religious film Avas

«hoAvn in keeping with the Christian

year.

Onr pastor started the A^ear by giv-

ing forty members a talent of $5.00.

They Avere to use this talent to obtain

a'hiitional talents. On Easter morn-
inc, "ach turned in an envelope con-

taining the talents they had acquired.

Our total came to $618.61, Avhich

Avent toAvard the Building Fund.
An emphasis was made on the Pro-

gram of AdAance, urging members to

attend church regularly.

Dr. William T. Scott met Avith our

pastor on February 8. A church con-

ference was called to take definite ac-

tion concerning our Building Pro-

gram.

On February 20, Ave had a group

of five to attend the Laymen's Mid-

Winter Rally at Elon College.

"Pulpit Exchange Sunday" in

HopeAvell was February 27. Our pas-

tor Avas guest minister for St. John's

Episcopal Church.

March 18 was a Sunday for remem-

brance. Ground Breaking for our

new Educational Building was held.

The Rev. Fred Register was our

leader for Stewardship Emphasis

Week, March 21 through 27. Lay-

men of the church spoke each Sun-

day for a month to cooperate and

help Avith this program. Our goal

Avas to seek pledges for $6,000 to be

paid over a period of tAvo years to-

\vard our ncAV building. The mem-

l)ers canvassed and received pledges

to the approximate amount of $8,000.

I\Iessrs. Prank Sodomka, W. E.

Hudson, Jr., and J. P. Walsh, were

ordained deacons in April.

The Women's Missionary Society

sboAved colored slides on medical

Avork in India.

Li May, approval Avas receiA^ed

froni the Board of Home Missions in

NeAv York for our request for a loan

to make possible our Educational

Building.

Our Sunday morning services dur-

ing the month of I\lay Avere broad-

cast over the local radio station. This

is done once a year. Three 15-min-

ute dcA'otional programs are broad-

cast by our pastor every other month.

Each Friday during the month of

June talks Avere made on "Congre-

gationalism" from the radio station.

Our Vacation Bible School, under

the direction of Mrs. G. A. Robert-

son, Jr., began June 19, continuing

through July 1. We had a total of

91, 73 children and 18 AA^orkers. Do-

nations, attendance and the high spir-

it of cooperation made this the best

Vacation Bible School Ave have yet

conducted. Our school closed with a

picnic and EA^ening Vesper Service.

A Board of Religious Education

has been organized. Mrs. C. B. Con-

nelly Avas elected as chairman. This

board has proved a great help to our

Sunday school.

The ReAr. Silas E Madren of Albe-

marle, North Carolina, our pastor's

father, preached for us during the

pastor's A'acation in July.

(Continued on page 15.)
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News of Elon College
President L. E. Smith, Elon College, N. C.

Literary Contributions by Faculty

Members

iSeveral Elon professors have been

busy with the pen in recent months,

and other works are noAv in progress.

Perhaps the most important single

publication will be the release of Dr.

H. 11. Cunningham's book tentatively

entitled Doctors Under Hie Stars and
Bars, to be released by the L. S. U.

Press toward the end of this year.

Dr. Cunningham also has an ar-

ticle to appear soon in the Virginia

Magazine of History and Biography
called "Confederate Surgery." The
East Tennessee Historical Journal

has requested an article on the history

of Confederate medicine and hospi-

tals in east Tennessee, Avhieh Dr.

Cunningham expects to write for

them. Two of his articles recently

appeared in the N. C. Historical Re-

view and the Journal of Southern

History.

Our dean, Dr. Earl Danieley of the

Natural Science Department, is cur-

rently conducting- two experiments

Avhich he expects to work into three

articles. The first is "Studies on

Cyclobutane Compounds." The ex-

periments with Triacetoneamine and

its derivatives will probably furnish

material for two additional articles

to be published in one of the scienti-

fic journals.

Dr. Ferris Reynolds has just com-

pleted his current "Young Peopli's

Lessons" for the first quarter of

1957, to be used in Sunday schools

of the Evangelical Reformed Church.

Dr. Reynolds is also a regular con-

tributor to the Teacher's O^iide, a

monthly publication released by the

same publisher. A book on teaching,

authored by Dr. Reynolds, was re-

sently published.

Other significant news in the field

of religious publications concerns Dr.

W. W. Sloan, who, at the request of

other college teachers of religion, has

prepared a survey of the Old Testa-

ment for use by laymen and college

undergraduates. Two multigraphed

editions of the 5?>0 page manuscript

have already been used by Elon Col-

lege students studying with Dr. Sloan.

This third edition is now in the hands
of Abingdon Press, the world's larg-

est publisher of religious books, and
should be available sometime next

summer, The title will be changed

from God Marches On, possibly to

What's in, the Old Testament.

The doctoral dissertation of Dr.

Scott Boyd, Chairman of the Phy-
sical Education Department, called

A Survey of Safety Practices in the

Education Program for Boys of

Secondary Schools in N. C, has been
accepted for microfilm publication by
the School of Health and Physical

Education at the University of

Oregon. In addition. Dr. Boyd is

currently conducting experiments
with his physical education classes,

the results of which he hopes to pub-

lish.

In the field of foreign literature.

Prof. William Goodrum, Avho teaches

French and German, is at present

working on "A Comparison Between
Ecclesiastes and Goethe's Faust,"
which he plans to contribute to one

of the Germanic journals. Prof. J.

West of the English Department cur-

rently has two articles with publish-

ers; one is entitled "The Death
Symbol in Ulysses," and the other

is on morality in Hemingway's works.

In fiction Prof. West has two short

stories and several poems in a eon-

test sponsored by the Virginia Quar-
terly Revieiv, and his literary agent

has recently sent one of his stories

to The Atlantic. Three of his short

.stories were published during the

past year in an Austrian magazine

and an article by him appeared in the

publication of the N. C. Folklore So-

ciety, out of Chapel Hill.

AU in all, it appears that Elon Col-

lege will be well represented in print

in the near future.

John West.
* # # * *

The New Buildings at Elon College

Satisfactory progress is being made
on the erection of the McEwen Me-

morial Dining Hall, Virginia Hall,

and Carolina Hall. Interior finish-

ings are in progress in the dining hall

and Virginia Hall. Weather condi-

tions have prevented the completion

of the Avails and roof on Carolina

Hall. Unless unforseen and unex-

pected hindrances arise, these build-

ings will be completed on schedule.

I am afraid that financial obliga-

tions assumed in these new and much
needed improvements on our campus
are not progressing as satisfactorily

or as rapidly as construction is. We
are, however, making progress. We
are required to pay out of the col-

lege funds a minimum of $75,000 for

what is termed inelegeble additions.

Fortunately, Ave have met this re-

quirement.

There are other additions that the

college will be required to pay for,

such as movable equipment for the

kitchen and wiring on the campus.

Then, of course, the big item ahead

of us is to secure funds to pay for

the furnishing of these three build-

ngs. The cost of the kitchen and
dining room equipment will amount
to a considerable sum. In addition

to these, Carolina Hall and Virginia

Hall are to be furnished. One hun-

dred and tAventy rooms, together with
social halls, lobbies, and reception

rooms for all three buildings. It is

estimated that the total cost for these

furnishings Avill run between $60,000
and $75,000. That sounds like a lot

of money. HoAvever, it is useless to

erect nice buildings and then place
Avithin these buildings second-rate
furnishings. I knoAV that Ave all agree
that the new buildings should be
furnished in good taste Avith good
furniture and sufficient to meet all

requirements.

I am happy to report that Ave have

on hand at present $25,000 to be used

for the above purposes. Approxi-

mately $15,000 of Avhieh will be re-

quired to meet the cost of the in-

eligible additions referred to. We
have at present approximately $10,-

000 that may be used t^ pay for

furnishings, Avhich means that we
must secure approximately $50,000
to pay for the necessary furnishings
for our new buildings.

This sounds like a lot of money and
it is, but in faith substantiated hy
sacrifical efforts we shall succeed.

* * -» * *

Apportionment Giving

The church calendar for our Con-

vention designates January and Feb-

ruary as Elon College period. Dur-

ing these months, pastors, Sunday
school superintendents, and teachers

have the opportunity of speaking to

their congregations, assemblies, and
classes concerning Elon College, its

program, of Christian higher educa-

tion, and its needs.

Also, the Sunday schools and
churches have this opportunity of

(•oTitributing for the support of the

(Continued on page 11.)
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Church Women at Work
With Emphasis on Missions

Mrs. J. H. Booth, Jr., Editor

143 Winchester Drive, Hampton, Va.

"The Church Faces a Revolutionary

World"

[Excerpts from an address by the Eev.

M. A. Thomaa, (Mar Thoma Church, Tra-

vaneore, India, delivered before Seventh Na-
tional Assembly, United Oliurch Women.]

During one of my visits to a cam-

pus, I was confronted with a ques-

tion
—"How can we stop this revo-

hition?" The questioner had thor-

oughly misunderstood the significance

of this revolution. He took it for

granted that any revolution is bad,

contrary to divine will and hence

that it is his Christian responsibility

to try to stop it.

If we believe that God is Lord of

history and that he guides the desti-

nies of man, then we have to look for

his guiding hand in the events of

history today. He speaks from the

whirlwind of revolution. God is

working out his purposes in and
through the revolution. So our prop-

er response is to understand what his

purposes are . . . and that may mean
something quite different from seek-

ing to stop the revolution.

What is this revolution? Is it

Communism in China ? Is it the Mau
Man Movement in Kenya? Is it the

uprising in Malaya? The world rev-

olution about which we are concern-

ed is not any one of these, although

each is an expression of the revolu-

tion. The revolution of our time is

much deeper than these. It is a

search for freedom—freedom from
slavery, freedom from want and
disease, freedom from exploitation

and domination, freedom to live. The
peoples of the world have awakened
from a deep slumber and are demand-
ing liberty. And this desire expresses

itself in many forms, as a violent

]-evolt in Kenya, a rebellion in Malaya,

a Communist upheavel in China,

struggles in Iran, Tnnisia and in

Guatamala.

It is also a spiritual revolution;

some higher ideology has grasped the

imagination of the peoples. For them
to live is to live by it. Millions are

involved in it, though the people of

Europe and North America do uot

face the intensity in the same way
the other countries do. The apparent

negative expressions of this revolu-

tion should not blind our eyes to the

positive realities behind it. The fu-

ture of the world depends upon ouj-

response to this revolution.

To understand the crisis of our

time, we have to understand the awak-

ening of the imderprivileged mass of

the world. When we speak of free-

dom in the West we mean freedom of

speech, press, association and to wor-

ship and the like. But for the Asian,

freedom today means freedom for

existence. There is political freedom

in many countries, but no economic

freedom. The half starved millions

The Lord's Prayer as Written for

Indian Americans

Great Spirit, whose tepee is the sky and

whose hunting ground is the earth, mighty
and fearful are you called; ruler over storms,

over men and birds and beasts; have your

way over all—over earthways and skyways.

Find us this day our meat and corn that

we may be strong and brave. And put aside

from us our wicked ways as we put aside the

bad works of them who do us wrong. And
let us not have such troubles as lead us

into crooked roads. But keep us from evil.

For yours is all that is—the earth and the

sky, the streams, the hills, and the valleys,

the stars, the moon, and the sun and all

that live and breathe. Wonderful, Shining,
Mighty Spirit.

in .\sia do not have sufficient cloth-

ing, housing and food. They have no
time to meditate on the so-called

higher freedoms of life. They would
prefer four sandwiches to the four

freedoms we mentioned. In my own
parish, I know of men and women
who cannot afford to go to Church on

Sunday due to the lack of proper

clothes. When the Communist prom-
ises them justice, many tend to look

upon the Communist party as the

bearer of justice. Only a thorough-

troinff social and economic revolution

will satisfy them. It is the duty of

the more developed Western nations,

particularly the TL S., to forego

luxuries and to help to build a higher

standard of living in the under-de-

veloped areas of the world. That is

tho oiilv guarantee for the preserva-

tion of democracy. To be blind to

this is to betrav the sn^ial revolution

in sparch for freedom. But this has
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to be done in humility, unmindful of

cost, and without any strings to such

help, realizing that it is only Chris-

tian sharing. . . .

The revolution which we see today

has been set in motion by the West,

through its impact on the rest of the

Avorld, Western technology, learning

and the political institutions have

revolutionized the thinking of the

people. The Christian Church by

Ijroclaiming the gospel has helped

millions to see the dignity and worth

of human personality. A discontent

with injustice has been set in motion.

What we are seeing today is its re-

sult. So the West, which has ini-

tiated the forces of revolution, has a

special responsibility to put content

into the situation.

What should the perspective of a

Christian be on this great revolution

of our time? God has created man
in his own image as a person to have

fellowship Avith him. The questions,

"Where art thou?" and "Where is

thy brother?", at the very beginning

of the Bible speak of the nature of

the relationship God has intended for

man. H. H. Parmer expresses this

relationship in a paraphrase of a

sentence from Augustine :

'

' Thou hast

made us for Thyself and for one

another and our hearts are restless

luitil they find rest in Thee in one

another and in one another in Thee."

Man has lost his true nature because

lie is alienated both from God and

from his brother. The result is that

real conununity and true freedom do

not exist. But in Jesus Christ, God
has again established a new relation-

ship with man, a relationship of

reconciliation with one another and

God in Christ. It is in this relation-

ship that true community may again

be found.

We as members of the Church must

lool^ at the world in revolution from

the perspective of the Cross and

resurrection. Our faith enables us

to look from a higher perspective, to

see history on a larger canvas, so to

speak. This will make us unafraid

of this revolution and give us the

power to act creatively. Freedom is

the ultimate goal of the revolution.

"Ye shall knoAV the truth and the

truth shall make you free." "What

is the truth?" asked our Lord Jesus

Christ. "I am the Truth." So only

a true Icnowledge of him will be able

to bring true freedom to the peoples.

In him is the freedom and security

for a free community. When we are

bound ,by Christ, Ave are liberated.

The tremendous jnissionary task of
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the Church arises from this fact.

Christ has to be made known to the

world in search of freedom!

* * * # «

Thank You So Much!

The editor wishes to thank every-

one Avho has sent in material for our

page. May we have more ! It really

is an extra thrill to receive an article

that is typed and doubled spaced

with a carbon copy!

Rut don't Avithold articles because

they are not typed. It is still a thrill

to receive an interesting bit of news

or information for our page. We
need some now!

The other day I received this little

note: "Thank you for your article

'The Fullness of Christmas' in The
S'UN. It touched me as nothing else

did over the holidays!" Now that

was an extra special thrill ! Really

I'm not asking for thanks for myself

—but I was just thinking how nice it

would be if all of us could remember

to express our appreciation to all

those people whom we more or less

take for granted, who are a-, orking in

our circles, fellowships, Sunday

schools and Churches. They would

feel good and so would we. Let's try

it!

* * * * *

Visual Aids

I have some good news for you.

There is a new filmstrip just released

on Indian Americans. "A Time to

Build Up." This is a sequel to "Good

Voice and Grandmother River" which

tells of our Indian Fellow Christians

at Fort Berthold, North Dakota, and

their forced struggle to move fi-om

their old homes to new locations.

This 17 minutes filmstrip in color

with LP record may be secured from

the Missions Council, 287 Fourth

Avenue, New York 10, N. Y., for

$9.50.

It seems the feature tilm, "The

Secret of the Gift,
'

' is going unusual-

ly well. In another conference, I

hear they are making it possible for

every member of the church to see it.

It's an idea!

How are visual aids going in your

church? Have you. more than usu^l

this year? Look over the list in the

packet showing those which are avail-

able in the Southern Convention Of-

fice at Elon College. There are some

good ones there.

Jebry Humphrjes.

Damascus Has Fine Report for

First Quarter

Local talent was used in our Indian

America Study. The ladies of Damas-
cus (E. N. C.) were invited to enjoy

the Christian Fellowship of a near

by Methodist group Avho Avere study-

ing the same book. Mrs. William J.

Crabtree, our program chairman, pre-

sented the first half in such an int'*r-

esting way that any group Avould have

felt proud of her. She traced the

life and customs of the Indian Ameri-

can tlu-ough the dilferent periods,

talking of their sincerity to their

tribe, their love for their cou)itry,

and finally painted a Avord picture of

the North Carolina Indians.

Mrs. Mary Henley of the Methodist

Church presented the last half of the

book telling true to life stories of

Indians, Avhich really make us feel

that although through the years they

have felt insecure they have held on

Avith a strong faith for better oppor-

tunities. Both ladies did a marvelous

job presenting this book.

Although one quarter of our year

has passed it hasn't passed Avithout

progress. We prcsent'Xl tlie Thank
Offering program at tiie church on

Sunday, November 6, Avith special

emphasis on the need for churches in

Africa. A nice love offering Avas re-

ceived for this great need.

After a very lovely Christmas ]n'0-

gram, the ladies shoA\'ered the nurs'^-y

of the church Avith many nice gifts of

toys. This will be long remembered

by the little ones.

Our Friendly Service quota of

black cloth has been sent to Athens,

Greecf% as Avell as coupons to our

Christian Orphanage. Let us not

forget the great Avork that can be

done with our youth. The two groups

in our church are Avorki.ng to achieve

their goals in a spiritual manner.

With the continued interest Ave ai'c

looking forAvard to the well planned

programs to follow.

Mrs. Paul Long,

President.

Fran Riggs Writes

Dear Friends

:

Ed has covered the moic serii'us

part of the flood. Ncavs is still pour-

ing in, and it Avill be a long time be-

fore the whole story will be knoAvn.

Our little village was very lucky.

Little did we realize hoAv lucky until

the outside ucavs began to trickle in.

JiTSt gfter the worst part of the storm

Avas over, one of my favorite boys

from our village Avaded thru the Avater

to see hoAv we Avere. I had been

especially Avorried about him because

he had come from one of the poorest

l^arts of the village. On rainy nights

before the storm he often came here

to sleep Avith the Avard boy's son, be-

cause his own house leaked. 1 just

couldn't imagine it surviving tlie

storm. As soon as I saAV him, I Avanted

to l^noAv all, but 1 Avas prepared for

the Avorst. The little felloAv, tho, Avas

almost dancing, he Avas so pleased.

"My house is not doAvn—only lean-

ing." That same day, in the after-

noon, two little boys came around

Avistfully from the village. They
looked as tho they Avanted something,

so I asked them Avhat I could do for

them. Their spokesman piped up
and said that the people in the village

were Avondering if the doctor Avould

take a drop of the pond water and

look at it under his microscope and
let the villagers know when it was
going to stop raining !

I had ahvays Avondered hoAv I would
act if caiight in a disaster of this sort.

Like most people, I had sort of pictur-

ed myself pitching in and helping

till I could help no more. But noth-

ing of the sort ... No dramatics . . .

No heroics . . . Most of it has been just

waiting and listening, none of its

able to help in any Avay. The people

Avho are doing the dramatic stuff are

the ones in Madura and Ramnad . . .

Avalking their Avay into isolated areas,

distributing food and clothing, find-

ing housing for those Avashed out. We
heard this morning that our Dr.

Martin had returned from RainuMd

to Rajasingamangalam Avith nine or

ten coolies carrying food to the peo-

ple in that area. He had Avalked the

thirty miles, and he is a fairly heavy

man so it Avas a r<'al effort for him.

For us, tlio, there was little Ave could

do. We could lend a little bit of rice

to one or two people, and a little bit

of kerosene to people close to us

Avhose fuel had gotten soaked; but

most of all Ave just sat and waited.

EA'en after the sun began to shine it

Avas still mostly waiting. Neither

people in di-;ti'ess nor patients came
because tlie water and mud Avere too

thick. Nor could Ed iriove around

into other villages because the mud,

Avater, and submerged thorns were

too much. Only the last few days

are people beginning to move apain

so that supplies can get in.

The children fared the storm avcII.

1 had a hard time keeping them out

(Continued on page 15.)
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Youth at Work in the Church
Rev. John S. Geaves, Editor, Box 336, Elon College, N. C.

New Youth Group at Norfolk,

First

Officers who were elected at First

Chureii, Norfolk, recently are as fol-

lows :

:

President—-Perry Cobb.

Vice-President—Eloise Powell.

Secretary—Glenda Kraus.

Treasurer—Harriet Fulcher.

Faith Commission Chairman — Bar-

bara Ralls.

Action Commission Chairman—Ray-

mond Cobb.

Felloivship Commission Chairman—
Sandra Warren.

CouJiselors—Rev. and Mrs. Olin B.

Pendleton.

District Young People's Rally at

Virgilina

A district yonng people's meeting

was held at Union Christian Church,

Virgilina, Virginia, on Sunday, Jan-

uary 29, at 3 :30 p. m. The worship

service was given by the young peo-

ple at Union, and the young people

of Ijebanon had the program, using

the film, "The Hidden Heart." The

Liberty Church had charge of regis-

tration, and Wayne Loftis presided.

Recreation was led by Third Avenue.

Danville.

Those attending were Lebanon, Un-

ion, Third Avenue, Cent-^r and Lib-

erty.

John Shepherd of Union was elect-

ed president of the group, and Boni-

ta Brandon of Lebanon was elected

secretary-treasurer.

BoNiTA Brandon,
Secretary.

Youth Week at Haw River, N. C.

The young people of the Haw River

Church are working with those of the

Baptist, Episcopal and Methodist

Churches during this Youth Week.

We have had individual services in

the churches on Sunday, January 29,

and a community Fellowship Night

at the school on Wednesday.

Sunday, Februarj^ 5, we had a

Community Youth Service at the

Baptist Church with Dr. W. A. Kale

from Duke Divinity School speaking.

Three young people from each church

took part in the service.

During the week previous to Youth
Week, the Christian Young People of

Haw River took part in a complete

religious census of the town. Eight

of our young people with four adult

advisors took part in that.

Henry V. Harmon,
Pastor.

News from Hunterdale (E. Va.)

The Pilgrim Fellowship of Union

t!hristian Church of Hunterdale,

Franklin, Virginia, conducted the en-

tire morning service on January 29.

Diane Doughty, president of the

Pilgrim Fellowship, gave the main

address, "Our Citizenship Under

Christ." The worship service was

conducted by Jesse Scott.

Other members who participated

in the service were : Linda Edwards,

who led in prayer; Ann Scott, who
gave the scripture and the purpose of

Youth Week; Naneye Bridges, Caro-

lyn Vaughan, and Jedline Cobb, who
sang "Nobody Cares for Me Like

Jesus," and Beverly Scott, Councill

Vaughan, R. B. Green and Joseph

Edwards, as ushers. The organist

was Carolyn Overby, president of the

Eastern Virginia Pilgrim FelloAvship.

The young i)cople served as the choir

and led hymns and responses.

This Sunday morning service was

an appropriate beginning for the

observance of National Youth Week,

January 29-Febrnary 5.

Future plans of the Hunterdale

Pilgrim Fellowship include a bake

sale, a supper, and the sending of

clothes and toys to our Indian Amer-

icans.

Ann Scott,

Reporter.

Evangelical and Reformed Student

Associate to be in North

Carolina

Miss Barbara Dunn, Student Asso-

ciate, Department of Campus Minis-

try, Board of Christian Education

and Publication, Evangelical and Re-

formed Church, is to be a visitor to

the campus of North Carolina to meet

with Congregational Christian and

Evangelical and Reformed Students.

Miss Dunn is a graduate of Heidel-

berg College, the class of 1955, She

was National Interstate Oratorical

Champion for 1955, a steward at the

Bvanston Assembly of the World
Council of Churches in 1954. She

has been active in Youth Fellowship,

Student Christian Association, and

United Stiident Fellowship work.

During this year, Barbara is vis-

iting campuses in all parts of the

country to "live alongside" students

in their everyday college f^xperiences,

in the classroom, in extra-curriciilar

campus Christian activities, in dorm-

itory "bull sessions," and in group

work. She is also prepared to coun-

sel with student leaders and advisors

of campus Christian organizations

regarding continuing efforts to make
the Christian faith relevant to cam-

pus living.

Campus groups who would like to

have Barbara visit them should write

to Rev. John S. Graves for appoint-

ments. Her visit in North Carolina

will be from March 10, through

March 25.

Youth Week in Winchester,

Virginia

Youth Week proved a happy exper-

ience in the Winchester Church this

year. It began on Friday, January
27, when, after exams, the young peo-

ple met at the parsonage for lunch,

and then went to the church and did

an excellent spring cleaning .iob as

the janitor's most valuable assistants.

On Sunday morning, January 29,

the Pilgrim Fellowship had charge of

the worship service. It was a won-

derful service in Avhich the young
people furnished the special music,

including a trumpet call to worship.

The organist was also a young per-

son. They read the scripture, offered

the morning prayer, and presented

Ralph Pugh as the speaker on the

Youth Week subject, "Our Citizen-

ship Under Christ.
'

' The service was

a most inspiring one. Others partici-

pating in the service were : Mary
Ruth Whitten, Wayne Kees, Monte

Conner, Iris Allen, Juanita Daugh-

erty, Helen Nail and James Millen.

Sunday evening at 6 o'clock, the

regular P. F. Worship service was

led by Martha Rose Whitten, chair-

man of the Faith Conunission, using

as her theme, "My Church, Yester-

day and Tomorrow." The object of

the service presented by the leader

and those who assisted her was that

we get a new appreciation of our her-

itage from the past and that Ave catch

a vision of our church of tomorrov,'.

(Continued on page 13.)
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CHAPLAIN F. R. HAMILTON
BECOMES PASTOR OF
CHRISTIAN TEMPLE.
(Continued from pa^ge 2.)

Hamilton holds the Asiatic Pacific

Theater medal with three combat

stars, the American Defense medal

with "Atlantic" elasp, the American

theater medal, the China Service

medal, the National Defense medal

and the World War II Victory medal.

Chaplain Hamilton is no stranger

to our churches in the Eastern Vir-

ginia Conference, having supplied

several pulpits and spoken to confer-

ence groups. We welcome him into

our parish ministi-y.

Chaplain Hamilton was married in

Havana, Cuba, in 1934 to Miss Laura

Bell Packer, of Toledo, Ohio. At the

present time they are members of the

First Congregational Church, San

Diego, Calif, and Chaplain Hamilton

is an ordained minister of the Con-

gregational Christian denomination.

Wm. T. Scott.

LAYMEN AND THE CHURCH.
(Continued from page 3.)

He used as his subject, "Always

Give Your Fellowman Half of the

Road." He pointed out, that you

would give a man half of the road on

the highway, so you must do the same

in your community, ehurcli and pub-

lie school, if you. want to help build

a better community in which to live.

We must meet our felloAvman half

way.

The most important of all, do not

expect your children to do more than

you do. Do not drive them, always

lead them, and always be willing to

meet them half way.

Our Ijajonen gave $100.00 to the

fund being raised by the Eastern N.

C. Conference of Laymen, to provide

a scholarship for young people in-

terested in entering the ministry, and
the field of Religious Education.

We have also given $500.00 to the

building fund of our Moonelon proj-

ect, and one layman gave $500.00.

On February 17 Ave are planing a

barbecue supper, a day of working
together and fellowship, for the pur-

pose of raising money for several

projects in our local work.

We invite you to visit our fellow-

ship at any time. We are striving

to create more interest in the work of

God's Kingdom.

The Women's Fellowship, the lay-

men, and the Young People's Fellow.

ship are working together to keep our

Sunday school, our church services,

and our young people's work going

strong.

We are happy to announce tiiat

June 1, our minister, the Rev. Lowell

A. Smoot, of Soddy, Tenn. will be-

come our pastor. We are looking

forward with renewed interest to

this day. We pray that our church

and community can and will do great

things under his leadership and
guidance.

B. M. Newman.

NEWS OF ELON COLLEGE.

(Continued from page 6.)

college, all contributions to bo credit-

ed on conference apportionments.

Every day brings opportunities to

contributors to begin to meet obli-

gations for the support of Elou Col-

lege, our collese, required of our Sun-

day Schools and churches by our con-

vention. To begin to meet the obli-

gations week by week promises final

success at the end of the year.

While this particular college period

is not for the specific purpose of so-

liciting funds for the college, it is

understood and agreed that the prop-

er information concerning the col-

lege will create a desire upon the part

of its friends to give what support
they can, that the needs of the col-

lege may be adequately met.

Previously reported ,$ 1,008.77

Eastern N. 0. Oonferenee:
New Elam $ 5.00

Hope Mills 3.75

Mt. Auburn 7.55

Raleigh 26.40

Eastern Va. Conference:

Berea (Norfolk) $91.00
Bethlehem (N") 45.77
Newport News 27.72
Liberty Spring 24.00
Mt. Oarmel 18.83

Windsor 26.53

N. 0. ajul Va. Conference:

Pleasant Grove $ 70.00
Durham 26.80

Greensboro, First 52.39
Ilaw River 100.00
T^nion (N. C.) 264.00
Happy Home 25.71
Union (Va.) 50.00

Western N. C. Conference:

Albemarle $ 25.00

Pleasant Grove 15.00

Virginia Valley Conference:

Mt. Lebanon $ 10.00

Mt. Olivet 10.00

Wood's Chapel 5.00

Winchester 10.00

940.45

Grand tot^J $ 1,949.28

Declaration of Purpose

January and February are the

months in which the churches of the

Southern Convention of Congrega-

tional Christian Ch,ureh are expected

to sign and forward to either the

Convention office or to Elon College,

Declarations of Purpose signifyng

their intention to pay their respec-

tive shares for the erection of Caro-

lina Hall and Virginia Hall. These

Declarations are coming in, but not

too fast. The list of Declarations re-

ceiA-pd to date follows

:

Previously Reported

:

CAROLINA HALL.
Name of Church Amount

Beverly Hills $ 886.00

Beginning Nov., 56; 5 years.

Bethlehem 294.00

Beginning 1957, 5 years.

Beluah 1,137.50

Center 281.75

Beginning Sept., 56; 5 years.

Eutaw Community 595.00

Beginning Jan., 56; 5 years.

Hope Mills 414.75

Beginning Jan., .57; 5 years.

Lebanon 939.75

Beginning Jan., 58; 10 years.

Mt. Zion 1,000.00

Beginning Jan., 56; 10 years.

Mt. Aubuni 1,120.00

Beginning Jan., 56; 5 years.

New Hope
, 1,048.25

Beginning 1957.

Pfafftown 463.75
Beginning Jan., 56; 5 years.

Shallow Ford 1,800.00
Beginning Oct., 56; 18 years.

VIRGINIA HALL.
Bethel $ 912.00
Beginning 1956; 10 years.

Ingram 1,748.25
Beginning Jan., 57; 8 years.

Union 2,019.00
Beginning Jan., 56; 5 years.

Windsor 2,841.00
Beginning Oct., 56; 5 years.

Additional Churches:

CAROLINA HALL.
Name of Church Amount

Zion $ 175.00
Beginning Jan., 1956; 5 years.

VIRGINIA HALL.
Suffolk $10,000.00

Beginning Oct., 1956; 5 years.

Payments.

It is ijiteresting that churches are

beginning to make payments on their

Declarations of Purpose. Such pay-

ments shall be r'^ported in The Chris-

tian Sun weel<; after week. Payments
received to date are as follows:

N. C. and Va. Conference:

Zion $ 2.92

Bethel 202.00

Virginia Valley Conference:

Bethlehem $ 75.00

Total $ 279.92
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Sunday School Lesson
By Rev. 11. S. Hardcastle, D. D.

"Jesus Demands a Choice"

Lesson VIII

—

February 19, 1956.

Memory Selection: "Choose you
this day whom ye will serve . .

hut as for me and my house, we will

serve the Lord." Joshua 24: 15.

Background Scripture: Luke 18:18-

19:10.

Devotional Readings Joshua 24 :14-

28.

The Man.

This fellow Zacchaeus was a tax

collector.—that is what a publican

was. And he was "high up on the

totem pole"—he was the chief amon»'

the publicans. As an employee of

Kome, collecting- taxes from the Jews,

he was regarded as a renegade and a

traitor. He was unpopular to say

the least. Folks had as little to do

with him as they could possibly get

by with.

Zacchaeus was small in stature. He
was the runt of the litter, and that

did not help him much. Small people

often have an inferiority complex

and try various ways of getting rec-

ognition and inflating their ego. Peo-

ple may have nicknamed him "Runt"
or "Shorty" and they probably pok-

ed fun at him, especially when his

back was turned. All this hurt the

man, even if he did not show it.

He was rich. That did not make
liim more, but less popular. Even if

lie made his money legally, the people

undoubtedly regarded him as a chis-

eler, as a fellow who was getting his

"rake-off" at the tax-payer's ex-

pense. Graft was common in that

day and in that business, and Zac-

chaeus may not have been an excep-

tion.

The man was unhappy, and hungry
for companionship, indeed, hungry

for God. He was not the first man
who found that position and money
do not bring happiness and satisfac-

tion. A man 's life does not consist

in the abundance of the things which

he posses.ses. Zacchaeus was rich in

things, poor in spirit.

The Motive.

"And he sought to see Jesus, who
he A\ as.

'

' Was it mere curiosity ? It

may have been. But the rest of the

story indicates that it was more than

curiosity. Perhaps Zacchaeus had
heard that Jesus ate Avith "publicans

and sinners." Perhaps he hoped to

have a word with this friendly fel-

low. One thing is certain—he was
determined to have a look at Jesus.

That desire was so strong that he

exposed himself to the ridicule that

was bound to result from his action

in climbing up a sycamore tree. Can
you not see folks pointing- at him, and
jeering at him as he sat in that tree

waiting for Jesus to come along

!

"And he could not for the press,"

for the crowd. Alas how often the

crowd keeps a man from coming in

contact with Jesus! But here was a

man who did not allow the crowd to

keep him from seeing Jesus and get-

ting to Jesus.

The Meeting.

And th-^n it happened. And it hap-

pened so suddenly and strangely.

Zacchaeus never dreamed it would

happen that way. For Jesus saw the

little fellow sitting in that tree, and

he read all the frustration, and the

hungers, and the hopes of the man's

heart. And he did a strange and

startling, and in the eyes of the Phar-

isees, a stupid thing. Passing by all

of the "righteous" people in the city,

he invited himself to be the guest of

this hated publican and sinner. Zac-

chaeus almost fell out of the tree in

his excitement and in his joy. "He
made haste, and came down, and re-

ceived him joyfully." Man's search

for God, and God's search for man,

thus came to a glad and glorious cli-

max. '

' Ye shall seek me, and ye shall

find me, when ye seek for me with

your whole heart," says God. When
men stand face to face with Jesus

Chri.st, something happens. Life can

never be the same again. Even if

they reject Christ, life is never the

same. And if they accept him, life

is never the same! Little did Zac-

chaeus dream of the drama of this

meeting. "It redeemed the past, it

transformed the present, it redirected

the future," as the Interpreter's Bi-

ble puts it.

The Miracle.
'

' If any man be in Christ Jesus, he
is a new creature (or a new crea-

tion). Old things are passed away;
behold, all things are become new,"

Thus did Paul sum it all up. And
it was dramatically revealed in the

experience of Zacchaeus. We do not

know what they talked about that

day. But something happened. The
hand that had been clenched and
grasping, suddenly was opened. A
change had taken place in his heart,

and that change found expression in

his hands. Not as a means of earn-

ing the salvation which was his heri-

tage as a "son of Abraham," but as

a means of expressing the reality of

that salvation, this publican publiclj^

declared that he would give half of

his goods to the poor, and that he

would make four-fold restitution to

anybody who had been mistreated!

That isn't all there is to salvation,

Init is is a pretty good indication of

a change of heart that is closey akin

to salvation. In any event, Jesus

said
'

' Today is salvation come to this

house, forasmuch as he also is a son

of Abraham." He had been a son

all along, but he had not claimed his

heritage. That is the tragedy of those

out of Christ.

The Murmuring.

"And when they saw it, they all

murmured, saying, 'That he was gone

to be guest with a man that is a sin-

ner'." It is interesting to consider

what Jesus said, what Zacchaeus said,

and what the people said. Jesus said

that salvation had come to Zacchaeus

and his household; Zacchaeus said

that he would give half his goods and

restore fourfold ; and the crowd mur-

mured and complained that Jesus had

gone to be the guest of this man

!

It is important what folks say about

us—if it is true, or worse still if it is

not true. Come to think of it, which

is wors(f after all ? But the most im-

portant thing is not what people say

and think about us on the outside.

The important thing is what we are

saying on the inside and more, what

Christ says when we stand face to

face with him. Nobody on earth can

make us feel so bankrupt as he when

we stand quietly before him. We
ought to be concerned about what he

says about us, and to us.

The Moral.

'
' For the Son of Man came to seek

and to save that which vms lost.
'

' Men

seek God, but before men seek God,

God seeks men. And he is to be found

by all Avho seek him in sincerity and

in truth.

Based on "International Sunday School

Lessons;" Copyrighted 1954 by Division of

Christian Education, National Council of the

Churches in the U. S. A,
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Pag^ for Our Children^
Mrs. R. L. House, Editor, 1045 23d St., Newport News, Va.

Dear Boys aiicl Gii'ls

:

February is the month of Brother-

hood. It is the birth month of two

very great Americans: Washington

and Lincoln. Lincohi was especially

interested in people of dilferent races

and creeds and he has become known
as a "humanitarian" president.

Our nation has an organization

known as the National Conference of

Christian and Jews. This body is

composed of Protestant ministers,

Catholic priests and Jewish rabbis.

In addition to these people, there are

lay people of these same faiths who
work to promote good will and un-

derstanding amono- peoples in our

nation.

One of the greatest causes of hatred

is fear. All of us fear the unk.nown

and there are times when we hate be-

cause we follow others blindly. There

are certain prejudices you and I have

heard about other people. Some of

them may be true, and some of them
may not be true. If we are not ac-

tually acquainted with the religion

and its practices, how can we say

what it does or believes ? The truth

is—we cannot.

We in America have a special need

for being tolerant because we are a

nation of immigrants. Only the red

men Avho were on our shores when the

settlers arrived are natives. Even
our FFV's (First Families of Vir-

ginia), proud though they be, are

immigrants. Each group brought its

customs and foods, its likes and dis-

likes. All of these ideas have been

drawn together in our great land.

Our heritage is American Indian,

English, Scotch, Irish, French, Ger-

man, Dutch, Italian, Slav, Russian,

Negro, Chinese, Japanese, and many,

many more. We have been the nation

that held out our hands to the poor

and depressed of the world.

Many refugees were displaced per-

sons because of Hitler's hatred in the

past World War. These people were
mostly JcAvish and with their bril-

liant, scientific minds, they sought
our shores as a place to work. Among
the greatest of these men was the late

Dr. Albert Einstein. On every hand
people of different faiths and colors

have contributed to our way of life.

Florence Mary Fitch, the daughter
of a Congregationalist minister, wrote

a book in 1944 called "One God

—

the Ways We Worship Him," which

tells how Protestant, Catholic and
Jew seek God. Please remember that

we all worship the selfsame God, just

by different methods. And who are

we to decide which way is right ?

Most of us are what we are because

we were born into a family of Bap-
tists, Christians or Congregational-

ists.

Read this book for a better under-

standing of how people in our nation

seek God. J. J. H,

LAY EVANGELISM WORKED IN
OUR CHURCH.

(Continued from page 5.)

and last visitation program has had
the success in numbers that these two
j^fars have had; however, they have

meant much to our church. We feel

that the program of Lay Visitation

has benefited our congregation and
we believe it to be worth more than

the time it takes or the effort of the

teams, even though we do not gain a

single new member. By that I mean
that such a program does something

for those visiting as well as those be-

ing visited.

I can recommend this program of

Ijay Visitation Evangelism to any

church that does not use it and after

they try it I feel that they will agree

with the Liberty Church that it is

one of the most effective ways the Lay

People can witness for Christ.

YOUTH AT WORK IN THE
CHURCH.

( Continued from page 10.

)

The adults were welcome visitors

and joined in a helpful discussion in

which they suggested those things the

church had a right to expect of its

young people; they, in turn, naming
some of the needs of youth for which

they look to the adult membership of

the church.

Upon leaving the worship service,

the name of a Bible character was
pinned on the back of each guest. He
was to ascertain his name by frag-

ments of conversation from other

guests.

The adult Sunday school classes

served delicious refreshments in the

Social Hall, with the young people as

honor guests. A Bible Quiz, during
the social hour, provided interesting

competition between the two sides

into which the group was divided.

It also revealed to us our deep need
for a Bible study hour.

It was a delightful day and one of

helpful fellowship between "older"
and "younger" friends.

On the evening of February 5, our
Pilgrim Fellowship group joined with
other young people of the city in a
United Youth service, closing' the ob-

servance of Youth Week.

Mrs. Robert A. Whitten.

Youth Week at Wake Chapel

In observance of Youth Week, the
Pilgrim Fellowship of Wake Chae]
Congregational Christian Church con-
ducted the worship .service on Sun-
day morning, January 30.

Miss Sallie Garden explained that
the purpose of Youth Week is to help
young people discover their respon-
sibilities as Christian citizens. She
discussed quite fully the purposes
and work of our Pilgrim Fellowship.
The anthem was sung by the Young
People's Choir. Others participat-
ing in the service were: Jean Capps,
Melinda Powell, Curtis Holleman,
Peggy Beckwith, Ella Wayne Rus-
sum, liynwood Daniel, Jinnny Tutor,
Kenneth Powell, Robert Powell and
Dickie Powell.

In addition to the regular Sunday
evening program, our group attends
the rallies and cooperates in combin-
ed services with youth groups from
the other churches in town. For two
summers, we have gone to White Lake
for several days. This was a valuable
experience in both playing and wor-
shipping together. Last summer,
those who had a perfect attendance
record were taken out to supper.
During the Christmas season, the

Pilgrim Fellowship went caroling,

and afterwards had a party. Also,

during the Christmas season, we went
to Morehead Planetarium at Chapel
Hill to see "The Star of Bethlehem."

David Hume, who in liis youth was
a believer in Christianity, was ap-

pointed in a debating society to ad-

vocate the cause of infidelity, and fa-

miliarizing himself with the subtle

sophisms of scepticism, became a life-

long deist. Voltaire, it is said, at the

age of five, committed to memory a

sceptical poem, and the impressions
made upon his mind were never ob-
literated.
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The Christian Orphanage
John G. Truitt, Superintendent

Dear Friends

:

Thank yon for the s'ood report this

week.

There is always something goino;- on

at the orphanage to make one happy.

Today Bob Meser, a groceryman with

a good business and many friends in

Burlington, came along with two bas-

inets of choice winesap apples and

two crates of oranges. This is just

one of the many nice things he has

done for the orphanage.

This morning Mrs. Egbert Truitt

of Glen Raven called to let me know

that she had a beautiful quilt ready

to gi\e to tlie orphanage. This is

just about an annual affair. She

"rests" with her hands busy for the

little boys and girls. This winter we

had to collect from storage all the

quilis that were available. Several

of them had been made by her and

the friends Avhose help she might se-

cure.

Yesterday morning Mrs. Privette,

at the Baby Home, called me to tell

me that Mrs. Edmond Liles of Burl-

ington had just brought 25 sheets to

her building, donated by Mrs. Liles'

garden club. While I was telling her

how much I appreciated them, she

told me that the same garden club

sent 20 pairs of pajamas for the little

folks in her building at Christmas.

Mrs. Liles has done many other things

for us. She is a beautician, and has

cut several of the little girls' hair.

Today a beautiful sofa was deliv-

ered here as the first of two sofas and

a big chair which are being added to

the livingroom furniture in Johnston

Hall, by the Association of Lasurance

Women in Burlington.

John Craddoek, bless him, of Gib-

sonville. clothes Kenneth Ferrell reg-

ularly. He has been at it for several

years. But a few days ago, he came

along and said it wasn't enough. He
asked if he might also buy some shoes

for some of the other children. He
took several of the little folks in his

ear to Burlington and fitted them out.

Just this week, the West Bible

C'lass in our Suffolk Church Avrites

to say that keeping the West Memori-

al Room furnished is not enough ; and

asks what else they can do. I'll prob-

abl)^ think of something!

Yes, really I could go on down the

line telling you of many things that

come along in a day's worlc to make

me happy and to help the children

here.

I am hoping and praying that this

Golden Anniversary year will be very

good indeed for the orphanage. Fif-

ty years ago the orphanage was new.

It was well founded, and it has been

blessed. Those of us who have a

chance to evaluate it are confident

that it has been a real blessing to

many homeless children, that it has

been a blessing to the churches and

conferences of the Southern Conven-

tion, and it has been a blessing to

many individuals, who have been big-

ger, better, happier because they have

lielped children at the Christian Or-

phanage.
'

' No one stands so straight

as he who stoops to help a child.
'

'

John G. Tbuitt,

Superintendent.

REPORT FOR JANUARY 25, 1956.

Sunday School Monthly Offertegs.

Amount brought forward $ 1,277.32

Eastern N. C. Conference:

Liberty (Vance) $25.00

Mt. Auburn S. S 7.47

Pleasant Union 25.00

57.47

Eastern Va. Conference:

Franklin $52.00

Rosemont 105.00

157.00

N. C. and Va. Conference:

Bethel S. S $11.17

Burlington, First 73.84

Burlington, Bev. Hills . . . 18.00

Durham, Thanksgiving . . 110.00

Reidsville S. S 68.00

Shallow Ford 20.00

Lynchburg 3.75

304.76

Total $ 519.23

Grand Total $ 1,796.55

Special Offerings.

Amount briught forward $ 1,566.62

Gong. Christian S. S., Co-

lumbus, Ga $ 8.15

Mrs. Belle F. Robinson,

Albany, N. Y 5.00

Horace Lee, Elon College,

N. C, on shower Room . 10.00

A friend, Walters, Va. ... 10.00

Melva Foster, Elon College,

N. G 5.00

New Hope Christian Oh.,

Roanoke, Ala 5.00

In Memory of Mrs. J. W.
Whitt 5.00

In Memory of H. P. Tickle 5.00

lu Memory of Mrs. Allie

Rodg'.-rb Joi-dan 3.00

In Memory of E. Gordon
Malone, Jr 10.00

Special Gifts 226.75

$ 292 90

Grand total $ 1,859.52

Total for the week $ 812.13

Total for tlie year $ .3,656.07

REPORT FOR JANUARY 31, 1956,

Snnday School Monthly Offerings.

Amount brought forward $ 1,796.55

Eastern N. C. Conference:

Bethel $14.26
New Elam 10.00

Sanford 100.00

124.26

Eastern Va. Conference:

Berea (Norfolk) $57.00
Isle of Wight 33.00

Norfolk, Bay View, S. S. 10.85

Norfolk, Second 77.00

Oakland, Thanksgiving . . 66.00

243.85

(Continued on page 15.)

MEMORIAL GIFTS
"Instead of Flowers"

Dr. John G. Truitt

Christian Orphanage

Elon College, N. C.

Dear Dr. Truitt:

Please acknowledge the enclosed % as a memorial gift

sent to the Christian Orphanage in lieu of flowers in memory of:

(Name of Deceued) (City) (D»te of Death)

( Survivor to be Written ) ( Addreaa

)

Name

Address



Februanj 9, 1956 THE CHRISTIAN SUN Page Fifteen

In Memoriam

FORLINES.

Funeral services were held Januarj' 4 for

Mrs. Hiram J. V. Torlines, from Hitesburg

Baptist Churcli, Eoute 3, Virgilina, Va. The

services were conducted l)y her pastor, Dr.

David W. Shepherd, assisted by the Rev.

Mark Andes and the Eev. Joseph SorreU.

Mrs. Porlines was born in Mecklenburg

County, January 5, 1870, a daughter of

Joseph J. Moore and Mrs. Mary Hunt Moore,

and was married to the late Hiram J. V.

Forlines. Early in life, she joined Hebron

Congregational Christian Church, and later

transfered her membership to Union Church,

of which her husband served as deacon for

many years.

Surviving her are one daughter, Mrs. Mary
L. Forlines; and one son, Freddy L. For-

lines, both of Virgilina.

TUCK.
Funeral services were held for Miss Nora

Amanda Tuck, Sunday afternoon, January

1, from Union Congregational Christian

Church, Virgilina, Va. Services were con-

ducted by the pastor. Dr. David W. Shep-

herd, assisted by the former pastor, Eev.

Mark Andes. Burial followed in the Vir-

gilina cemetery.

Miss Tuck was born in Granville County,

North Carolina, on August 30, 1880, a

daughter of Solomon Tuck and Mrs. Betty
Nelson Tuck. She joined Union Church early

in life, and remained a faitliful member un-

till recent illness prevented it.
,

Surviving her are four sisters : Mrs. Emily
Belle Murray, of Virgilina; Mrs. Carrie

Whitt, Oxford, N. C; Mrs. Graeie Atkins,

Leaksville, N. C; and Mrs. Annie Wilkins,

Nathalie, Va.

Follow up Clinics of the How-to-

Teach Workshops

The Southern Synod of the Evan-
gelical and Reformed Church is spon-

soring five area Follow Up Clinics of

the How-to teach Workshop. The
National Director of Children's Work,
Miss Bernice Buehler, will be the

leader.

These Clinics are not only for those

persons who attended the Workshop
but are for everyone interested in

Children's Work, especially those

who are workers in the Children's

Departments of the Church School.

The dates and places of the Clinics

are as follows:

Western Area—February 21-22,

Grace, Newton, N. C.

Central Area—^February 23-24,

Mt. Zion, China Grove, N. C.

Lexington Area—February 28-29,

Second, Lexington, N. C.

Forsy th-G uilford Area—February
25-27, First, High Point, N. C.

Eastern Area—March 1-2,

First, Burlington, N. C.

There will be a registration fee of

$1.00 to help cover expenses. It is

hoped that our Children's Workers

who are in the vicinity of these Work-

shops will avail themselves of this

great opportunity.

More information will be forth-

NEWS FROM THE CHURCHES.
(Continued from page 6.)

Members of our church attended

the "School of Missions" at Elou

College, July 12-15.

During August, our pastor preach-

ed his first revival at Amelia Congre-

gational Christian Church, near Dur-

ham, N. C.

During a September morning wor-

ship service, the Sunday school offi-

cers and teachers for the coming year

were installed. Mr. Gene L. Sim-

mons was elected superintendent, suc-

ceeding Mr. G. A. Robertson, Sr.,

who had held the position 27 years.

The Every Member Canvass was

successfully carried out in the month

of October.

Rev. John S. Graves visited our

church November 19-22. His visit

helped our total Sunday school, in-

spiring the teachers and the members
of the Board of Education. He gave

them many new ideas concerning the

work.

The women of our church began

November with their annual Thank
Offering service, which went to South

African churches. We also met our

suggested goal of $75 for the Chris-

tian Missionary Association.

A Christmas pageant was present

ed by the Sunday school, under the

direction of Mrs. F. M. Gammon.
Ten new members joined church,

and several children were christened

during the year.

Elva C. Stephenson,

Reporter.

CHURCH WOMEN AT WORK.
(Continued from page 9.)

of the flooded places—until they dis-

covered that the water was full of

fish. Then Louis and Joy were run-

ning around with home-made fishing

rods, hooking tiny fish. The fish also

made a good source of food for the

villagers for several days, while they

were recovering from all the water.

This is the only Christmas letter

we are sending. But we will be

thinking you at (!hristmas time,

even tho this will reach you very

late. The people here have lots of

courage ajid spirit, and it is wonder-

ful to see them pick up and go ahead

as usual. It will make our Christ-

mas much more meaningful. We here

see much more of the good side of

life, even tho it isn't very civilized

in a matei-ial wey.

Merry Christmas'

Fran Riggs.

THE CHRISTIAN ORPHANAGE.
(Continued from page 14.)

N. C. and Virginia Conference

:

Mebane $ 6.50

Pleasant Grove 30.00

36.50

Virginia Valley Conference:

Mt. Lebanon S. S $ 15.00

Mt. Olivet (G) S. S 12.98

Wood's Chapel S. S 5.00

56.79

Total $ 461.40

Grand total $ 2,257.95

Special Offerings.

Amount brought forward $ 1,859.52

In Memory of L. H. Babb $ 1.00

Mrs. A. A. Hylton, Greens-

boro, N. C 141.00

Service Guild Circle of

Greensboro, Palm St. Cli. 8.50

Special Gifts 58.00

208.50

Grand total $ 2,068.02

Total for the week $ 669.90

Total for the year $ 4,325.97

1956

February 27-

March 2

March 4-11

March 12-16

March 18-25

May 1-3

June 20-27

Dates to Remember

North Carolina Lay Visitation Evangelism

North Carolina Simultaneous Evangelistic Services

Virginia Lay Visitation Evangelism

Virginia Simultaneous Evangelistic Services

Centennial Session of the Southern Convention

Union Ridge Congregational Christian Church
Route 2, Burlington. North Carolina

General Council of Congregational Christian Churches
Omaha, Nebraska
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MID-WINTER RALLY

The Laymen^s Fellowship
of the

Southern Convention

of Congregational Christian Churches

Elon College, North Carolina

Sunday, February 19, 3 P. M.

HEAR
WALTER GRAHAM
Our National Director, and

J.
KENNETH KOHLER

Executive Secretary, Churchmen's Brotherhood

E. & R. Church

Elon Singers Election of Officers

PLAN NOW TO ATTEND!!
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Mrs. J. E. McCauley, Waverly, Va.,

has recently undergone treatment at

the Louise Obici Memorial Hospital,

but at last report was greatly improv-

ed and expecting to return to her

home.

Dr. W. C. Giersbach, the Missions

Council Secretary of Promotion, -will

give the sermon in the Franklin, Va.,

Church on Sunday morning, Febru-

ary 19. He will address a Youth

Rally in the church at 7 :45 p. m.

]Mrs. AV. V. Leathers, treasurer of

the Southern Convention Women's
FelloAVship, was a patient at the

Louise Obiei Memorial Hospital, Suf-

folk, Va., last week. Her many friends

will join us in wishing Mrs. Leathers

a quick and complete recovery.

Tlie youth groups from five East-

ern Virginia Christian churches eon-

ducted the morning devotions over

radio station WLPM during Youth

Week. The churches represented

were: Bethlehem, Cypress Chapel,

Holy Neck, Liberty Spring, and Suf-

folk.

The following was written to Sup-

erintendent W. T. Scott by Mrs. S.

M. Watson of Sanford, N. C: "I am
85 years old, and The Christian Sun
is the first paper I remember read-

ing. My father, the late l\ev. J. D.

Wicker, ahvays took The Sun, and

after his death I subscribed to it and

have enjoyed reading it, and I guess

I will keep it up. Enclosed you will

find $3.00 for another year."

Eure Christian Church

The Eure's Christian Church plans

to cooperate in the Eastern Virginia

Conference Simultaneous Evangelis-

tic Campaign. Services will be held

IMarch 4 through IVIarch 11, each

night at 7 :30 p. m.

Youth Sunday was observed by

the Youth Fellowship on Sunday,

February 12. The young people of

Eure enjoyed a joint study meeting

with the young people of Bethlehem-

Christian Church on Sunday evening

at 7 :30. The book, "The World Up-
side Down," was reviewed by Miss

Paulette Felton. The meeting was

held at Eure.

Mrs. F. R. Smith,
Reporter.

Mr. John H. Ives Becomes New
Chairman of Missions Council

Mr. John H. Ives, Bridgeport, Con-

necticut, businessman was elected the

chairman of the Missions Council of

the Congregational Christian Churches

at the concluding session of the de-

nomination's Midwinter Meeting at

Buck Hill Falls, Pennsylvania, Jan-

uary 30 to February 2.

Mr. Ives' new position will give

him policy supervision over the rais-

ing of more than $6,000,000 annually

to be spent on home and foreign mis-

sions.

In accepting his new post, Mr. Ives

pointed out that the mission is essen-

tial to the expression of Christianity.

"The fundamental aim of Christian-

ity is the complete changing of men's

lives," he said. "Christianity is best

revealed in human action; just as we
believe the Word of God is revealed

in the human acts of Jesus Christ. It

is the duty of every Christian to give

his time and his money to help other

people in the world have better health

and education and living standards,

and to bring them the Christian gos-

pel

"We Americans have a special ob-

ligation," Mr. Ives continued. "We
are so rich, while so much of the rest

of the world is so poor, that we can-

not live with ourselves if we do not

share our abundance generously. By
sharing, I do not mean government

handouts voted grudgingly to pro-

tect our own security. I mean the

generous outpouring of personal

charity given in love and respect for

our fellow humans regardless of race,

religion or political beliefs."

(Continued on page 3.)
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Personal Evangelism
By REV. MELVIN DOLLAR

Pastor, Rosemont Church, South Norfolk, Virginia

Once when a minister moved to a

new parish he was soon told of a man
who was a butcher in a local grocery

store. This man was addicted to

drink and had no interest in the

church, even though his wife was a

devoted member. The minister visit-

ed his store and in approaching the

meat counter reached out his hand

and said "Brother Bailey?" The

man answered, "Yes, what can I do

for you?" The minister then intro-

duced himself and after a brief con-

versation invited him to church. That

night the butcher told his wife that

he was going to attend church next

Sunday. She was curious to know

what prompted him to make this de-

cision. His answer was that the min-

ister had called on him at the store

and for the first time in his life he

was called "Brother" by someone

who seemed to have meant it.

The following week the minister

returned to the grocery store to ex-

press his appreciation for the man's

presence in church. Within six

month's time, after many hours of

patient and devoted personal work,

this man became a Christian. The

change was brought about, not by the

minister telling him what a sinner he

was, but simply by becoming his

friend and working with him in the

spirit of brotherly love.

The Bible teaches us that Jesus is

a personal Saviour. The thing that

makes Christianity a vital and liv-

ing faith is man 's consciousness of the

personal concern Christ has for him.

Jesus tells us that a good shepherd

knows his sheep by name. Just the

fact that we as individuals are known
by someone important who is per-

sonally interested in our well being

makes a vast difference in our lives.

Jesus converted many souls through

mass evangelism. I would not dare

under-estimate the value of pulpit

preaching in the winning of souls to

the Kingdom of God. On the other

hand there is nothing more forceful

in bringing the very best out of men
than personal evangelism. AH of

Jesus' disciples were inspired to lay

down their tools and follow him as a

result of personal contact. Jesus call-

ed Zacehaeus from the sycamore tree

and went home with him for dinner

one day. The result was astounding.

Not only was Zacehaeus converted but

liis entire family was won to Christ.

The woman who touched the hem of

his garment while he was preaching

to the mass overshadowed everything

else on this occasion. The greatest

preacher of all ages was converted

because Jesus said, "Saul, Saul, why
persecuteth thou me?" The facts of

Jesus' ministry have proven that the

personal touch is the most vital

method there is in winning' souls to

the Christian waj^ of life.

The church whose minister and lay-

men have the attitude that the peo-

ple of the community are aware of

the church's presence and should not

need be invited to worship, is the

church that is making little or no pro-

gress. Jesus said, "I came to seek

and to save." The word seek means
to go searching. If the world is con-

verted it will not be because it seeks

Christ but because Christ seeks it.

This searching must be done through

the efforts of the church people. A-

gain Jesus said, "go into the high-

ways and hedges and compel them to

come in." This does not mean that

we should force people, against their

will, to accept Christ, but that we are

to convince them by personal con-

cern and Christian love that the

Church of Jesus Christ has something

they need.

Pulpit evangelism is very helpful

in causing a man to make his final

decision for Christ. However, this

usually comes as a result of a great

deal of personal concern either by
the minister or some other good Chris-

tian friend. In going to a home and
talking to a family as a friend, as

did Jesus with Zacehaeus, we get to

iviiow them personally and by so do-

ing we discover what they are think-

ing and what their problems are.

With this knowledge we are then able

to wisely guide their thoughts toward
the church. Once you get a family

attending church they begin to think

in terms of their responsibility toward

God and society. The minister and
the laymen should let the family be

assured of their sincere friendship

and concern. Peoule are not "preach-

ed" into the Kingdom of God, they

are "loved" into it. This is done,

not by loving the mass, but by loving

the individual.

MR. JOHN H. IVES BECOMES
NEW CPIAIRMAN OP THE

MISSIONS COUNCIL.

(Continued from page 2.)

Mr. Ives has held major elective

positions in denominational and in-

terdenominational church agencies

for more than a dozen years. He is

now vice-president and director of

the Congregational Christian Church
Board of Home Missions and a mem-
ber of the general board, governing

body of the National Council of the

Churches of Christ in the U. S. A.

He is active in religious television

and radio, as a member of the board

of managers of the Broadcasting aiad

Film Commission of the National

Council of Churches and of the ad-

ministrative committee for the Con-

gregational Christian Office of Com-
munication.

During 1955, Mr. Ives toured the

world, studying Christian missions in

eighteen countries. He acted as con-

sultant to Congregational Churches
in Australia in the establishment of

a board of national missions and of

a stewardship and evangelism pro-

gram in that country.

For ten years Mr. Ives was chair-

man of the Racial and Cultural Rela-

tions Department of the Federal

Council of Churches and its succes-

sor the National Council of Churches.

He has served as trustee of LeMoyne
College. Memphis, Tennessee, and of

Tougaloo College, Jackson, Mississip-

pi.

Mr. Ives is president and treasurer

of the Ives-Hanson Company, real-

tors and insurance brokers of Bridge-

port. He is a member and past pres-

ident of the Bridgeport Real Estate

Board and a member of the Rotary
Club.

Mr. Ives has three sons sixteen, fif-

teen and eleven years old, has been an
active promoter of sports for boys.

He was one of the founders of Little

League baseball in Fairfield County,
Connecticut, and personally sponsors

two teams.

Mr. Ives is a native of Connecticut.

Prior to establishing his own business

he headed the Real Estate and Mort-
gage Department of the First Nation-

al Bank and Trust Company, ]iow the

Connecticut National Bank of Bridge-
port.

He now lives in Westport where he
is an active member of the Green's
Farms Congregational Church. In
his local church he has served as dea-

con, church school superintendent
and chairman of the religious educa-
tion committee.
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Editorial . . .

Days That Changed Human Destiny
Special seasons are as important to those who

do the work of the church as they are to those who
till the soil. For a long time many Protestant

churches paid very little attention to the observance

of Lent. Now in most churches Lent is a high

season in the church calendar.

For those who know the story of Jesus' public

ministry, this is inevitable. He had come to preach

the gospel of a loving God. He had come to re-

veal the will of God for men. God's will was

that men must not only love God, they must love

one another. Old animosities must be forgotten.

Old wrongs must be forgiven and forgotten. Je-

sus was initiating a new era of brotherhood, fellow-

ship and love.

The message which Jesus proclaimed met a

joyous reception from multitudes of people. Thous-

ands whose hearts were famished for hope that

would shine upon the problems of life as they were

experiencing it, heard in the words of Jesus that

for which they had been longing. They not only

found comfort for their troubled minds, Jesus heal-

ed their maimed and suffering bodies, and fed the

multitudes when they had no food.

The common people received Jesus gladly, but

those in high places were not so well pleased. He
had not taken the trouble to secure their approval

before proclaiming his teachings. He claimed au-

thority for his words which exceeded their author-

ity. They felt that their positions and prerogatives

were endangered. The clouds of opposition began

to gather thickly around Jesus.

As the time of the Passover drew near, in the

last year of Jesus' ministry in the flesh, the leaders

of the Jews decided to silence him for all time. It

is difficult for us to understand how they came to

such a decision. The Gospels do not attempt an

analysis of their conclusion. The facts are stated.

We may make such inferences as seem most logical.

Jesus was challenged to stand by his commit-

ment to trust in the power of love as the way of

life. That was what God had revealed unto him.

Three courses of action were possible. He could

postpone the issue by staying away from Jerusalem

during the Passover, as the disciple* had urged him
to do. He could renounce all that he had preach-

ed. Or. he could risk his life in justification for

his faith in the ultimate triumph of the power of

love, as opposed to physical force.

Jesus chose the last course, and was crucified

upon a cross. God justified the way of love as the

way of life, by raising Jesus from the dead, as the

first fruits of them that slept. The Gospels tell

the story of his resurrection. The Acts of the Apos-

tles, the books of the New Testament which fol-

low, and all subsequent history, tell of how human
destiny has been changed by those who have fol-

lowed the way of love as exemplified by Jesus.

Mankind today faces the same choice which
confronted Jesus. Man can spend his life for the

material things of this world and place his trust in

physical force, or he can commit himself to the

way of love as it is revealed in Jesus. Each individ-

ual faces such a choice. Every nation is confront-

ed by the same issue. These are days of crisis.

Christ can change the course of human destiny.

An Incident in Personal Evangelism
The churches of the Southern Convention will

soon be engaged in the most comprehensive pro-

gram of evangelism that they have ever attempted.

Every church in the Convention should have a part

in this commendable undertaking. Careful plan-

ning and thorough preparation have gone into the

program. The Christian Sun has devoted many
pages to publicizing the campaign. If you have

not read these articles, may we suggest that you
hunt up recent issues and read what has been said.

We are now suggesting that every one who is

going to work in the Visitation, turn to The Acts

of the Apostles, chapter 8, verses 26-40, and read

very carefully. It is one of the most fascinating

stories in the New Testament.

Two men met on "the road that goes down
from Jerusalem to Gaza." (Incidentally, if you do
not know what is going on in Gaza at the present

time, you are not keeping up with world events.)

They had never seen each other before, and proba-

bly never saw each other again. Both of them
were very devout. One of them knew Jesus inti-

mately. Jesus was the Lord and Saviour of his

life. The other was a Jewish proselyte who may
never have heard of Jesus before. When they part-

ed, the man from an alien land and a member of an

alien race, had been baptized in the Christian faith.

The story may be dismissed by some as purely

coincidental. There are others to whom it is the

fulfilment of the promise made by Jesus that,

"When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you

into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own
authority, but whatever he hears he will speak,

and he will declare to you the things that are to

come." Those who go on a mission for the Christ

may be assured that the Holy Spirit will teach them
what to say and prepare the hearts of those to

whom they go to receive Christ's invitation.
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''The Answer Is God^^
IN THE VIRGINIA VALLEY CONFERENCE

By REV. R. ESTEN NEWTON, Luray, Virginia

It Avould be difficult to state all the

needs and problems confronting ixs

in the Yalley Conference, and to find

a solution to them, in one short arti-

cle such as this. It Avonld be easier

to say "The Answer Is God," and to

let it go at that, in much the same

Avay that we sometimes shift responsi-

bilities with a shrug of the shoulders

and an indilferent attitude which

says "Let George do it."

For too long a period we have used

haphazard methods of recruiting peo-

ple for the Kingdom of God through

the church, with the result that we

are not winning converts to Christ.

On the other hand, there is a great

falling away through lack of leader-

ship and through indifference. We
have, therefore, the following prob-

lems in the Valley Conference

:

First, there is a shortage of pas-

tors. There are eig'ht churches out of

twenty in tliis conference without

pastoral leadership. This fact alone

constitutes one of our greatest prob-

lems. Added to this is the handicap

of not having organized groups of

laymen in each church to carry on in

such emergencies.

Then, there are too few men who
are willing to shoulder responsibili-

ties of leadership in the Yalley Con-

ference. There are many who are

capable, but who are not able, or

are unwilling, to sacrifice their time

for such duties.

But let us pass on to some of the

needs in the Yalley Conference, for

they are numerous. Here are a few

;

I number them not in the order of

their importance, but for convenience

in listing them

:

1. There is need of a vision.—a vis-

ion of the past to reveal both suc-

cesses and mistakes, that our mis-

takes, God helping us, may become
stepping stones to greater service in

the future ; and that our successes

mig'ht prove to be a challenge to the

highest and best of Avhich we are cap-

able. We need a vision of what our

churches can do and should be doing,

and of how each one individually has

a task to perform.

2. There is need of prayer, much
prayer, for in the busy rush of things,

there seems so little time for the

things of the Spirit. "Pray coii.stant-

ly" (I Thes, 5: 17), is the admojiitiou

of the Apostle Paul. We are told

that prayer taps a source of power
that cannot be obtained in any other

manner.

3. There is need for consecration

and cross-bearing, dedication and de-

votion, love and loyalty, forgiving

and forgetting, faith and fortitude,

hope and helpfulness, courage and
cooperation. Space and time do not

permit the mention of all needs and
opportunities. Let us call to mind
that wellbeloved hjmin by Frances R.

Havergal, '

' Take my Life and Let It

Be Consecrated, Lord to Thee."

WJiether our problems and needs

are material or spiritual, or whether
they be individual or collective, as in

the church, "The Answer is God."
We must not forget that St. Paul
says, "We are workers together with

God." Jesus depended on his dis-

ciples. He is depending on us.

The spread of the gospel with all

of its implications, is still the major
task of the church. To accomplish

this, a crusade is in the planning by
the several Committees on Evanse-
lism from the conferences of the

Southern Convention under the di-

There is a tide in the affairs of

men which, taken at the flood, leads

on to fortune." So runs the axiom
from the Bard of Avon. Peter meant
the same thing, as written in the Acts
of the Apostles, when he called upon
the people to repent, that their sins

might be blotted out, "When the

times of refreshing shall come from
the presence of the Lord. '

'

Of course, men may always need to

repent; and at any time the refresh-

ing Grace may come from the pres-

ence of the Lord. But surely the

Christian community has learned by
experience that there are seasons of
renewing when our hearts are more
responsive, just as the spring days
with reviving rains and awakening
sun call forth sleeping seeds to new-
ness of life Avith beauty of bud and
blossom, and the promise of fniitful

flower. No one needs to debate about

reetion of the R^v. Fred P. Register,

secretary of Stewardship and Evan-
gelism in the convention. The plan

is for a week of Lay Visitation fol-

lowed by a Aveek of Evangelistic

SerA'ices in every church in the con-

A-ention. These serA'ices to be held

simultaneously, first in North Caro-

lina and next in Virginia.

There is a four-fold purpose in

this evangelistic eff'ort to send or

rather take the gospel message into

every home in every church commu-
nity :

1. To seek those who through dis-

couragement, selfish interests, indif-

ference or for Avhatever cause, have

strayed from Christ and the church,

and endeavor to bring them back in-

the fold and to active service once

more.

2. To seek through personal con-

tact those Avho are out of Christ whom
the church ha-s not before been able

to reach, and to try to Avin them for

the church.

3. To seek those Avho have been
church members elscAvhere but are

noAV inactive becauses they can no
longer attend their own felloAvship,

and to invite them to join Avith us in

the Avork of the Kingdom.
4. To seek a rededication to the

Avork of our Lord, and a deeper spirit-

ual life for us all.

HoAV and Avhy should Ave do these

things

:

'

' The AnsAver Is God. '

'

this : it is simply a fact of experience,

a very gracious provision for the

quickening of the whole of life, not
the least of Avhich is the raising of

these poor hearts of ours that haA'-e

felt the deadening weight of the
Avorld's Avoes and sins.

The Lenten time is, indeed, a
'

' time
of refreshing. '

' Almost the whole of
the redemptiA^e mission of Jesus is re-

enacted, especially those last eight

days Ave haA'e come to call "Holy
Week." All of these blessed pic-

tures of the saving love of our Lord
are set Avithin the frame of our
thought and imagination, until the

Lenten season is like standing in life's

art gallery, gazing at the holiest

scenes, Avith the image of a Cross
lifted up and the light of an Easter
daAvn. ]\Ien every Avhere are moved,
deeply moved, to t\irn from their old

(Continued on page 6.)

Evangelism and the Lenten Season
By DR. WOFFORD C. TIMMONS

Chairman, Committee on Evangelism, Southern Convention
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xJViissions at Home and Abroad

Rev. Ed Riggs Writes of Babies

and Floods

Ramnad Dist., S. India,

Kilanjunai P. 0.,

January 15, 1956.

Dear Friends of the So. Convention :

One of the first things I ever re-

member reading about India, long

before I ever dreamed that I wouki

go there, was a statement by someone

whose experience in Indian villages

had convinced him that tiny babies,

far from being the helpless, fragile

things we ordinarily consider them,

are the toughest, most durable crea-

tures in the world. I never took that

statement to be literally true, but

more than once in recent years, I

have had occasion to recall it.

The other day we were called to a

nearby village for a maturnity pa-

tient with eclamptic convulsions. De-

termined to try to improve the ter-

rific mortality rate, Ave have been

having lately, the nurse and I took

turns at her bedside for thirty-six

hours, hoping to save both her and

her unborn baby.

I happened to be there when the

baby finally arrived, a surprisingly

vigorous and lusty first-born son ; and

since the mother needed all of my at-

tention from then on, I handed the

baby over to the village granny-mid-

wife who had been hovering in the

background ever since I had displac-

ed her as the official in charge of the

show. She then proceeded with a

ritual which she apparently uses on

all her newborns, and Avhich seems to

be a real "test for survival" to de-

termine whether they are worthy of

being reared. First she took it out-

doors into the cold Avind and bathed

it by pouring hot water all over its

body and shampooing its liead. Then
she took it inside and rubbed it dry

with a dirty cloth, especially the head,

Avhich she massaged vigorously as if

trying to get it back into shape. She
then cleaned out its mouth and throat

with her finger and anointed the fore-

head with the saliva. Then she sus-

pended it upside doAvn by the feet

and shooli it, and finally flipped it

back right side up again, inserted her

hooked finger into the mouth, sus-

pended the baby by that finger, and
shook it again. I say "finally," but

that was the final stunt only because

I couldn 't stand seeing any more and
forcibly stopped her. Later, she pour-

ed black coffee into a filthy, dirty

snail shell, and prepared to pour it

doAvn the baby's throat; but I stop-

ped that, too. Of course, all the

parts of the ritual I "stopped" were

probably completed after I left.

The baby survived the test, glow-

ing, and yelling lustily. As I looked

around at all the bystanders and

realized that every one of them had

probably survived similar procedure

at her hands, I realized hoAV literally

the Indian village people are a "chos-

en" race, fully qualified by this "na-

tural" selection to survive in the

grim struggle for existence. No
Aveaklings here ! They couldn 't af-

ford to be ! If an equal number of

us had lived on as fcAv calories as they

get, and an income of fifty dollars a

year, Ave Avould haA'e been dead of

starvation long since!

Our flood is stale news by now.

The Christian emergency relief teams

organized by the Bishop and operat-

ing in the worst affected areas with-

in a feAv days after the disaster, im-

pressed everybody Avith their efficien-

cy and helpful service. Later, the

Government and other outside V. I.

P.'s "discovered" these areas in a

series of inspection tours, and were

greatly moved by the need. As a

result, more recently, a huge flow of

relief supplies have been arriving

this Avay—first rice, then American
surplus milk poAvder, butter and oil,

and finally relief clothing and cash

grants.

What has puzzled me through all

this performance is the fact that (ex-

cept for a small handful of villages

that Avere literally wiped out by the

flood waters), the suffering and need
in this area that so touched the sym-

pathies of outsiders, Avas not caused

solelj^ by the flood, but has been pres-

ent all the time anvAvay. ]\Iost of the

families have suffered more from fail-

ure of rains, illness and death of a

breadwinner, landlessness, etc., than

they have from the cA^elone. Why so

much fuss over their plight at this

particular time, Avhen the same suffer-

ing has always been ignored before?

Of course, it is all very Avell to

criticize the Government and the V.

I. P.'s for having neglected this area

in the past and not taken the trouble

to learn of conditions Avhich shock

them so now. But tlie fault actually

is mine, for having been on the spot

all this time and yet having failed to

communicate to the outside world the

degree of need. If these gestures of

compassion for relief are justified

now, I should have been soliciting

them all the time. Even more, help

for rehabilitation and rural uplift

are indicated, to prevent this kind of

suffering in the future.

I suppose the need everywhere is

too great for even the United States,

Avith all its wealth, to meet. Still,

Avith all the luxury we are enjoying

these days, we should be doing more

than we are to help.

Incidentally, of all the Christmas

cheeks Ave received, the one that aa'c

appreciated the most Avas from a

group of "economically depressed"

women in Georgia, whom I had come

to know summer before last, who
probably understand the life of these

people here the best, because their

OAvn living conditions in their slums

are not too much better

!

Best regards,

Ed Riggs.

EVANGELISM AND THE
LENTEN SEASON.

(Continued from page 5.)

selves toward him Avho can make them

ncAv. Surely every pastor, every

Sunday school teacher, every loyal

disciple, Avill see and be grateful for

this blessed season when the tides of

the Spirit seem to be at the flood, and

Ave are strangely moved toward God.

Our Southern Convention Commit-

tee on Evangelism has planned that

our Simultaneous Evangelistic Serv-

ices should come Avithin these Lenten

days. This is very thoughtfully and

wisely done, because all our commun-
ities will be feeling the influence of

the sacred claims of Christ as over

against the secular affairs in which

our common life is so deeply steeped.

People Avill be reading the Story in

the papers, and hearing it over ra-

dios
;
they will deliberately give more

time to religion, re - evaluating the

the temporal in terms of the eternal.

All our ministers and churches, if

they are truly alert, will be prepared

to go forth with the most winsome

and persuasive witness, interpreting

the meaning of life's hunger and

urge, calling for acceptance of the

Gospel and leading all AA^ho Avill come

into the felloAvship of the worship

and work of the Church.

Evangelism is not just a sporadic,

seasonal task; it is truly the contin-

ual, on-going mission of us all : but

it is peculiarly effective when the

"tides of refreshing" come. There

(Continued on pagp 11.)
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News of Elon College
President L. E. Smith, Elon College, N. C.

Elon College Continues to

Expand

You should see the Elon Collesje

campus. The other day a friend of

mine and a friend of Elon College

said to me, "It is inspiring how the

general public is observing and talk-

ing- about Elon College in these days

of progress and development. I was

in Florida and met some friends from

another state who had recently driven

by Elon College and they said to me,

'Have you seen Elon College recent-

ly,' and I replied that I had. These

friends said, 'Elon College is cer-

tainlj^ improving in its appearance.'

All of these substantial buildings go-

ing up on the campus at once breathe

the evidence of expansion."

We are glad for our friends to

come by and look at our campus, but

they would make us happy indeed if

they would stop and give us the privi-

lege of showing them around and
giving them a conducted tour.

The appearance of the campus is

really taking on a change—a change

for the better. The new buildings

make a vast difference. They even

make the old buildings look better

than they have ever before. What is

happening on Elon College's cam-

pus is not only evidence of marked
improvements, but is really inspira-

tional to all of us who are interested

in Elon College and anxious for its

improvement and progress.

While these new buildings are go-

ing up, high school graduates are

turning toward Elon College with a

new interest. Every day applica-

tions from entering* students are be-

ing received. Of course they want to

see the improvements of Elon College

and they want, also, to enjoy these

improvements.

It is not certain yet that North
Dormitory and the Ladies Hall will

be used next year, but they will be

kept standing by so that if they are

needed, we shall have them ready for

students. Indications are that the

enrollment in Elon College for 1956-

57 will exceed that of any previous

year. Which, of course, means ad-

ditional faculty members. The ad-

ministration is aware of this fact and
is beginning early to locate a suf-

ficient number of good instructors for

the insuing college year.

We are not striously concerned as

to whether or not we will have a suf-

ficient number of students, but we
are terribly concerned that we may
have a much larger number of our

own church young people. When a

young person from one of our Chris-

tian churches enrolls in Elon College,

he renders a significant service to the

future of our church. At Elon Col-

lece he will get a clearer and much
wider conception of his own denomi-

nation than he could possi])ly receive

from a church school belonging to

anotiier denomination. We must pre-

pare our own young people to be lead -

ers in our own denomination. The
young people of other denominations

realize the value and the worthwhile-

ness of Elon College. They seem to

arrive at such a realization more
easily and much more readil.y than do

the young people of the homes of

our own church. On the campus of

our own college, our own young- peo-

ple exert an influence for the college

and for our church day after day.

They render a service that the young
people of other denominations can-

not render. We are happy to have

Methodist, Baptist, Presbyterian, and
what have you, but we also want
enough of our own young people to

enable the young people of other de-

nominations to appreciate our church.

Together, and by the help of God, we
can build a great college, which will

mean a great church.

* * * * *

Apportionment Giving

Did you ever see an apple orchard

or a peach orchard when the trees

were full of fruit? The profitable

tree is the one that all limbs bear

fruit equally and that ripens in due
season. I knew of a tree at one time

that all the limbs did not bear fruit.

Nearly half the limbs were barren.

The barren limbs raised the question

concerning the value of the fruit on

the limbs that did bear, and usually

the question was justified.

Elon College is supported by the

Convention. All churches are re-

quested to give support. There are

more than two hundred of these

churches. Only twelve are included

in this week's report, but it is a good
report. One church, Elon College, is

reporting $590.50. That is wonder-
fid. If all the local churches Avere

reporting this week, pro rata in ap-

portionment giving, we Avould have a

wonderful report sure enough.

Let's follow the example of the

fruit tree that bears an abundance
of fruit. All limbs bearing. How
v.'onderful it would "be if not all, but

the majority of the churches would
contribute in a given week!

Previously reported $ 1,949.22

Eastern N. 0. Conference:

Auburn $95.00
Wake Chapel 20.10

Eastern Va. Conference:

Mt. Zion $32.00
N. C. and Va. Conference:

Asheville $ 90.00

Bethel .5.00

Elon College 590.50

Mt. Zion 15.00

Pleasant Eidge 88.00

Union (Va.) 20.00

Western N. C. Conference:
Big Oak $ 1.00

Soagrove 7.50

Virginia Valley Conference:

Bethel $24.00

988.10

Grand total $ 2,937.32

* * # # #

Declarations of Purpose

"Competition is the life of trade."
That is an old, old saying, but, never-

theless, true. The race is on between
the churches in Carolina and the

churches in Virginia. The churches

in Carolina are interested in Caro-

lina Hall, and the churches in Vir-

ginia are interested in Virginia Hall.

The officials of the convention and
the college are observers. Perhaps
we should be leaders and inspirers.

At any rate, it is a race to see which
will give the most support nearest

the start of the race and will stay in

there until the race is completed.

From the looks of the records, you
will observe that so far as the number
of churches to date is concerned, the

churches in Carolina are ahead. But,

so far as the ammount of money
pledged, the Virginia churches are

ahead. The churches in both states

need to pick up momentum.
We cannot afford to fail in this

campaign. I am sure that there are

other churches that have voted to

sign the Declaration of Purpose, but
they just haven't gotten around to

sending it in. We have only three

new Declarations to report this week.
They are all for Carolina Hall. Come
on, Virginia.

Previously Reported:

CAROLINA HALL.
Name of Church Amount

Beverly Hills $ 886.00
Beginning Nov., 56; 5 years.

Bethlehem 294.00
Beginning 1957, 5 years.

(Continued on page 11.)
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Church Women at Work
With Emphasis on Missions

Mrs. J. H. Booth, Jr., Editor

143 Winchester Drive, Hampton, Va.

Mrs. F. C. Lester Honored at

Missions Council

Mrs. F. C. Lester Avas appointed a

member of the Program Committee of

the National Women's Fellowship at

the meeting' of the Missions Council

held in Bnck Hill Falls.

Mrs. W. B. Williams was made a

member of a committee to plan a six-

Aveeks Fellowship Tour to Europe

this summer under the leadership of

Mrs. Robert G. Williams, president

of the International Women's Fel-

loAvship. We will have more infor-

mation on this later.

IMrs. W. E. Wisseman, vice-presi-

dent of the Board of Home Missions,

and Mrs. Mark W. Andes, president

of the North Carolina Fellowship of

Congregational Christian Women,
were also at the Buck Hill Falls meet-

ing.

We are quite proud of the repre-

sentation we had from the Southern

Convention.

Executive Board to Meet

The Executive Board of the Wom-
en's Fellowship of the Southern Con-

vention has been called to meet at

Elon College, North Carolina, Wed-
nesday, February 22, at 9 a. m.

This meeting is planned to be held

in conjunction with a meeting of the

History Room Committee. This com-

mittee will meet at the call of the

chairman, Mrs. Garland S'pratley, on

Tuesday evening.

*****
What Do We Fear?

A group of Christian women are

planning a church meeting. Each
one is polite, kind, educated, anxious

to do the Lord's will, yet not self-

righteous. This year they are all

studying a topic too big for them, but
study it they must. They are con-

scientious, and they Avill study in

some way, "Our Christian Mission in

a Revolutionary World. '

'

By spring they will know that the

majority of God's children are striv-

ing to rise from their darkness of

hunger, sickness, ignorance, exploit-

ation and prejudice ; that their striv-

ing cannot be stopped, for it is a part

of God's plan.

By spring these women will have
thrilled to the stories of our mission-

aries in far away lands and in Amer-
ica; missionaries, daring with the

people they serve, to be different,

daring to break old customs, daring
even to antagonize powerful j^eople.

By spring these ladies will knoAV

how revolutionary is their faith, that

when they pray "Thy kingdom come,
thy Avill be done on earth as it is in

heaven," they are asking for the oa'-

erthroAV of everything that does not

please God.

But these women do not ]s:noAV yet,

else AA'hy are they afraid? Listen to

their plans

:

Mrs A, aware of a chaiig-e fast ap-

proaching their church, suggests:

"We can invite a member of this

church Avitli whom we are about to

unite, to come to this meeting so that

Ave may become better acquainted. '

'

Mrs. B recalls, "Do you remember
at that church conference, where one
of them spoke, that rude woman who
asked him a question in such an ugly
manner and hoAv calmly he ansAvered
her ?

"

Mrs. C, "That was an unfortunate
thing, but most everyone favored the

visitor; and I believe Ave should have
one at this spring meeting too." The
matter is decided upon ; tliere will be
a visitor.

* # *

Mrs. A, aAvare of a change fast ap-
proaching their communities, sug-
gests, "We can invite a member of
this race Avith Avhom Ave are supposed
to become 'integrated,' to come to

this meeting and tell something about
the Avomen's work in their churches."
The tensioi^ is felt rather than

heard
; ne\-er a voice is raised, but tlie

Avords

:

"Personally, for myself, I Avould
not mind, and I don't think any of

our Avomen Avould Avalk out; but I

believe it would do more harm than
good at tliis time. We had better

Avait.
'

'

"As far as our church is concern-
ed, Ave Avouldn 't mind, but I 'm afraid
that we'd just be stirring up the
Avomen. '

'

"Well, it is our loss, not the loss of

those Avhom Ave'd invite."

Each one is asked individually a-
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gain for her best judgment in the

matter (the committee had been op-

ened with prayer), even though this

is not a new idea, this having a fra-

ternal delegate. Result : For inviting

the colored guest, member of a mi-

nority in this land, but member of

the Avorld's majoritj^ are two votes;

against having such a one, four votes.

* * *

One of tlie hymns mentioned for

tlie spring meeting Avas "In Christ,

There Is No East or West." The

Avomen must not have understood the

hymn, or perhaps they Avere hoping

no one will think of this pressing race

jiroblem as they sing it. Surely they

Avould plan to omit the third stanza

:

Join hands then, brothers of the faith,

Wliate'er your race may be.

Who serves my Father as a son

Is surely kin to me.

But they are planning to sing

:

God send us men whose aim 'twill be,

Xot to defend some ancient creed,

But to live out the laws of Christ

In ev'ry tho't and word and deed.

God send us men alert and quick

His lofty precepts to translate,

Until the laws of Christ become
Tlie laws and habits of the State.

HoAv the church needs such men
and Avomen as described in the song I

Had such Avomen been planning the

meeting'. . . . But Christ's laAA's are

not yet the laAVs of the church ; for

he dared to break the prejudiced cus-

toms of his time and people. He
Avoiild not practice the JeAvish segre-

gation of the Samaritan.

If the missionaries these Avomen are

studying about Avere like these Avom-

eii, there Avould be no mission study

books, there 'd be no mission work to

report. And maybe there would be

no church at all by now; for if faith

cannot overcome fear, then it must
be a dying faith.

What did these Avomen fear? Crit-

icism? Being misunderstood? Troub-

le Avith folks who might disagree?

Violence on the part of other Chris-

tians? Loss of church members ? Do
they fear that this little step will

close completely the minds already

narroAv on this subject? Or do they

belicA'e segregation is God's will and
fear to go against it? Yet, how, after

this AA'orld study, could anyone be-

lieve segregation is God's plan for

his children? No, they couldn't fear

disobeying God. Perhaps they've

forgotten Jesus never promised it

Avould be easy to foUoAv him.

I was one of those six AVomen. That

night, I could not sleep for the shame

(Continued on page 13,)
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The Christian Ministry

A Sermon

By The Rev. Richard L. Jackson,

Chapel HiU, N. C.

In the case of many types of crops,

there is a period which is opportune

for harvesting—and, if for some rea-

son, that period passes by, serious

losses are sustained not only by the

farmer, but by society as well.

A picture of a field, ripe, ready for

the harvest, must have been in the

mind of Jesus when he spoke the

words we read in our scripture this

morning :

'

' The harvest is plentiful,
'

'

said the Master,
'

' but the laborers are

few; pray, therefore, the Lord of the

harvest, to send out laborers into his

harvest.
'

'

Jesus here uses this figure of speech

to impress the disciples with the need

for and the urgency of proclaiming

the Gospel.

Let's look back now for a moment
at what preceded this statement of

Jesus. In the preceding passage, we

discover that Jesus had spent several

days going from town to town teach--

ing, preaching and healing. Matthew
says, "When Jesus saw the crowds,

he had compassion on them, because

they Avere like sheep Avithout a shep-

herd."

MattheAv says that Jesus reacted to

the croAvds Avith compassion. The or-

iginal Avord is much stronger than its

English equivalent—it means "to

feel pain in love." Jesus' heart,

when he saw the crowds of his people,

Avas pained— for he saw them as
'

' harassed and helpless, as sheep Avith-

out a shepherd." He saw them run-

ning to and fro, folloAving this doc-

trine and that, following one leader

then another. They Avere confused,

taken advantage of by ambitious and

unscrnpulous men. "Sheep Avithout

a shepherd."

After seeing the plight of the shep-

herdless people, Jesus turned to the

inner circle of the twelve and said,

"You see, the harvest is plentiful,

but the laborers are few,"

Here is another picture of man-

kind. The people are like a harvest

field ready for the reaper, ready to

respond to God's good ucaa's—if only

there Avere someone to take it to them.

If only enough concerned people

could be found, thousands could be

helped, the Avorld could be changed,

and God's Kingdom Avould come.

'

' We must pray,
'

' said Jesus,
'

' that

the Lord of the harA'est Avill send la-

borers"—men and women Avho will

live for God and Avho Avill spend their

lives serving their felloAV men. We
are to pray for such people, always

remembering that prayer is ncA cr a

substitute for work. The disciples

Avere to be reapers as Avell as men of

prayer. But even as prayer is no

substitute for hard A\'ork, neither can

Avork he carried through successfully

unless people pray. It is prayer that

keeps us Avorking in the right direc-

tion ; it is prayer that keeps us from

being easily discouraged and giving

up ; it is prayer that sustains us in

all Ave do.

It Avill not take much time to point

up the parallel betAveen today's

world and that in Avhich Jesus lived.

There are many obvious similarities.

We knoAv much more than did the

people of that day and age; but the

problems Avhich plagued them are

still our problems today. Hoav to

live peacably together ; hoAV to live

Avithout anxiety ; hoAV to drive out

greed and hatred and prejudice from

the human heart—these are the per-

ennial problems of man. True, to-

day's Avorld has made them more

complex than ever before, and there-

fore more baffling; but can you name

one area in human life tliat Avould

not be improved if the teachings of

Jesus were seriously brought to bear ?

We have learned much, but Ave have

not surpassed the Galilean, and the

trouble we experience today is here

because Ave have ignored his insights

and spurned his Avay.

One other fact is evident in our

time. People, disillusioned by the

tragedies that our OAvn eyes have

seen during the first half of the 20th

century, are turning to the church

—

looking for a light in a world of

darkness; seeking truth in an era

of disillusionment. Our churches are

beginning to fill up again. People

are going to church who never went

before. Others who, a few short

years ago, joined in the game of de-

bunking religion, are turning Avist-

fully to see if they might have been

wrong. The pollsters tell us that in-

terest in religion is at an all-time

high.

What does this prove ? Not neces-

sarily, I think, that there is a real

revival of religion—but it does in-

dicate that people are dissatisfied Avith

things as they are, their minds are

open, they are Avilling to inquire and

listen and explore. The harvest is

ripe.

But where are the laborers to send

into the harvest ? Here there is a sad

picture. There is a shortage of train-

ed ministers throughout our land.

Within the confines of our Southern

Convention, three months ago Avhen

a study Avas made, there Avere 38 of

our churches Avithout pastors, and
they Avill remain pastorless until 18

additional ministers are found.

Where will they come from.' If

ministers are to be found, they must
come from Christian homes— from
yours and mine. Some of our young
men Avho are uoav studying for other

vocations Avill have to change their

cour^:es—and the direction of their

lives.

I Avould like to speak to the stu-

dents and young- people of the church.

I'd like to ask them have they con-

sidered the Christian ministry as

their life work. There are plenty of

people who are giving their lives to

iuA'enting things and manipulating

things and selling things—but how
few are concerned Avith the cultiA'a-

tion of and the growth of the human
spirit.

Dr. Robert A. Millikin, one of A-
merica's outstanding physicists, the

founder of the California Institute of

Technology, a Nobel ]n-ize winner, re-

cently had this to say :

"There is something more than ma-
terialism. This is a spiritual world.

]\Ieasurable things go into that Avorld.

I believe that the most important

facts in life belong to the Avorld of

spiritual values. We cannot under-

stand all of life through the laAv of

mechanics. What can I do to make
the world better? Human progress

rests on two pillars—an open mind
toAvard the spirit of science, and the

cultivation of the spirit of religion."

These, the Avords of a scientist,

point up, it seems to me, the frontier

of tomorrow.

Young people, when you are think-

ing in terms of your life work, look

out upon America and tell yourself

whether you honestly feel that you
are more needed to help in raising

the minds of men to new truth and
beauty and goodness - - or will you

(Continued on pajg'e 13.)
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Youth at Work in the Church
Rev. John S. Graves, Editor, Box 336, Elon College, N. C.

Important Announcement

Dr. Wnltoi- C. Giersbach of NeM'

York City will address a Youth Rally

sponsored by the Franklin Pilcjrim

Fellowship, in their church on the

evening- of Sunday, February 19, at

7 :45 0 'clock. A social hour will fol-

low in Fellowship Plall. All of the

young people from our churhes in

Eastern Virginia are cordially invit-

ed to attend.

Harvey L. Carnes,

Pastor.*****
Suffolk Work Day for Christ

Memliers of tlie Senior Youth Fel-

lowship, under the sponsorship of

]\rr. and Mrs. Linwood Eure, partici-

pated in a "Work Day for Christ"

on Monday, January 30th. This

was the day between examinations

and report cards, therefore, there

was no regular school session. The

young people Avere available for the

following types of work: washing

windows, wax floors, rake leaves, wash

cars, paint, baby sit. ran errands,

iron and all other garden and house

work. Also they were available for

work in business for the day and were

to give their proceeds to the treasury

of the Youth Fellowship organiza-

tion.—S'm#oZA: CMrcli Neivsletter.

*****
Youth News from Burlington,

First

The Pilgrim Fellowship met Sun-

day evening with the young people

of three neighboring churches at the

First Evangelical and Reformed
Church at 6 :30. These churches will

continue this joint fellowship on the

fifth Sunday with the host church

furnishing refreshments and program.

In the absence of a young people's

worker. Dr. H. E. Robinson has been

acting as sponsor for the group.

Currently being discussed is: "The

Relations Between Young People

and their Parents." On February

]2th, Miss Barbara Blackwell, health

educator for xUamance County will

present the progi'ara.

—

The Christian

Reporter.
# * * * *

Youth Service at Liberty (N. C.)

Sunday, February 5th, in obser-

vance of Youth Week, we were indeed

pleased that our Youth Fellowship

was able to take oxer the worship

service. The good job which these

young people did shows wliat interest

the succeeding generations are taking

in the church and their everyday

life.

The sei-vice was opened by singing,

"Living for Jesus." This was fol-

knved by the Responsive Reading led

hy Isaac Ferguson. Miss Pauline

Shelton read the Scripture and Joe

Stanford led in prayer.

]\lickey Teter talked on the purpose

of Youth Week, after which we en-

joyed a solo by Miss Lucy Shelton.

The address was divided into three

parts, with Joe Stanford speaking

on "Christian Faith in our P]very-

day Ijife ;
'

' Gray Jordan whose topic

was "Major concerns in Christian

Citizenship;" and Wade Shelton who
talked on "Efforts of Christian

Youth."

The service was closed with the

hymn, "In My Heart There Rings

a Melody," followed by the benedic-

tion.

We would like to hear more from

the voung people of other churches

in the form of programs such as this

and other activities. It is a blessing

to ha^'e such fine young people to

carry on the work of Christ.

Mrs. Shiri.ey M. Haitpiox,

Asst. Secretary.

*****
Youth Service at Haw River

Like many of our churches, the

Haw River Church turned its Jan-

uary 29th service over to its young

people. Three of them served as

worship leaders, Billy and John Long,

and Tommy Bason. Donna Jeffreys

told the Youth Sermon which was

changed for the day to a "Parent's

Sermon." Judy Bason read from

the 17th Chapter of First Samuel.

Then she interpreted the reading in

the spirit of the young people of to-

day accepting the challenge for lead-

ership that David did in his time.

The "sermon" was divided into

three parts. Tom Terrell, a young
adult, spoke of the benefits he receiv-

ed in past years from the church's

youth work. He spoke of the several

interesting projects that the former

young men's class had done during

and just after World War II. He
particularly praised the CJhristiai)
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spirit of church school teachers. Tom
also told how the work he had done

as an assistant church school secre-

tary and treasurer liad helped him

towards a career in bookkeeping and

his present position as church treas-

urer.

Two of our present young people

then spoke on what the church is do-

ing and could do for its young peo-

ple. Ellen Maness emphasized that the

major amount of our present young

people's work is done without being

considered "specially for youth."

This includes singing in the choir,

serving as ushers, serving on the

Board of Education, and taking part

in a religious census of the communi-

ty. Sandra Cole urged the church

to listen more to the young people

and give them more opportunities

for service. She mentioned better

'community recreation, helping in a

church nursery, vocational counsel-

ing, and college scholarships as needs

and opportunities for our j^outh.

The pastor of the church appreciat-

ed tlie rare opportunity of being

able to sit with his family; his wife

appreciated having her husband shep-

herd the children during the service.

All thought the young people did

well, especially as all but Tom Terrell

are in the 10th grade or beloAV.

H. V. Harman,
Minister.

*****
Prayer Offered at the Youth Week

Service

Sunday Mormng, January 29, 1956.

The Church of Wide Fellowship,

Southern Pines, N. C.

By James Humphrey^ Vice-Pres.,

The Pilgrim Fellowship.

Almighty God, as we again come

into thy Sanctuary, we are thankful

that we are able to worship Thee in

the beauty of thy holy temple. Re-

member us, 0 Father, on this eve of

Youth Week and help us to pay more

particular attention to the many
ta.sks and challenges that lie ahead.

We pray thy special blessing on our

schools. Help them to give us a

sound education and, through organ-

ized athletics build our bodies so that

Ave Avill be able to use them in thy

service. We pray too for our homes

and families that play a major part

in making us Avhat Ave are.

We thank thee, Father, for the de-

votion that has kept religion alive in

our history and led thy church for-

ward through the centuries. We
giA'e thanks for thy living church, the

foundation of Avhieh is the faith of
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men; the walls and pillars, the

courage of human hearts; the but-

tresses, the good will that reaches out

into the life of humanity; and the

arcs that over-tower its beauty and

hold the Temple firm, the clasp of

brothers hand in hand. Strengthen

this bond of brotherhood and make
us one with this vast family of be-

lievers who are united in the purpose

of serving' mankind.

We pray for those who are not

among us because of death or sick-

ness. Help them to endnre patiently

and let them center their minds upon
thee and thy words of love and ten-

derness, and may their spirits walk

in "green pastures, beside the still

waters." In their anxiety and rest-

lessness, calm them and assure them

help to triumph over suifering and

to win their way back to health.

0, Father, we look out upon a world

this morning that is cursed by hatreds.

Millions stalk like shadows across the

earth, homeless, hungry, and begging

for the chance to live in peace. We
know that our world is not right. With
all the provisions of nature and the

capacities of man's mind, there

should be security for all. The cries

of needy children arc drowned out by
drilling armies that strive to preserve

the walls of separation among thy

people. Wealth is squandered on

monsters of war that breathe terror

to humanity. Enlist us, we pray, in

a crusade to free the world from the

curse of national hatreds and the

tyranny of war. Help us to live as

peace makers, and to demonstrate in

our daily life the tolerance and co-

operation upon which alone Ave can

succeed in building the foundations

of enduring p?ace.

0 God, Avho has placed us in the

majestic universe, help us, we pray
thee, to become Temples of the Spirit,

If some wall or care has shut us oft'

from the message of nature, give us

a new vision of the beauty about us.

If we have been too busy with trivial

things to reach beyond petty thoughts

of our purposes for ourselves, for-

give and change us.

If the prison gates of selfishness

keep us from opening our minds to

the demands of kindness, let us ac-

cept the Christian standards of help-

fulness, and venture forth on the

highway of service. If barriers like

snobbery have risen between us and
our daily companions, forgive us and
free us from such enslavement. Break
down these iron walls and barriers,

0 God, and free us from our past

enemies through the transforming

power of love. Remove these ob-

sticles that have stood between us and

the adA'enture of living, and set us in

harmony Avith thee and our felloAv

men.

Teach us, 0 Father, a stronger

faith in thee as a living power in our

lives. This our prayer we offer in

the name of Christ, our Lord. Amen.

EVANGELISM AND THK
LENTEN SEASON.

(Continued from page 6.)

are at least three special efforts that

fit the thouirht and mood of Lent, and

are easily and naturally within the

compass of every one of our Congre-

gational Christian churches. Every

church can have a "Church Member-
ship Training Class," especially for

youth who want an intelligent, Avarm-

hearted understanding of Avhat Chris-

tian comnutment is and what church

riiembership means. Every church

can conduct a "Preaching Mission,"

presenting the great truths of our

Christian faith and confronting the

Avhole of the community Avith the

challenge of Christ and his Church.

Every church can make a surve3^ of

its environs, finding the neAveomer,

tlie unchurched, the indifferent, and

make for itself a responsibility list,

Avith a careful plan for visitation.

All of these are included in the con-

certed effort for our Convention this

Lenten time, and call for faithfiil,

consecrated cooperation on the part

of each one.

AVhen Ave started this Biennium of

Advance, Ave all set as a worthy goal

tAvelve ncAV members each year for

every hundred members, Avhich would
mean a creditable groAvth as Avell as

strengthening of our churches. lUit

this part of the proposed advance

Avill not be achieved unless there is a

defiiiite evangelistic undertaking. We
shall have to be specific in this pro-

gram ; and the gearing in of every

church in our Convention with the

plan of procedure as set forth by our

Secretary of Evangelism, the Rev.

Fred Register, is a most inspiring

and challenging and reasonable co-

operative effort.

And the Lenten season, in the Avis-

dom of the early Church Fathers, and
through the Providence of God, is de-

signed in scope and Spirit to enable

us to achieve just such an Elvangel-

istic Advance.

Rightly to prepare for this impor-

tant task means that our ministers

and church officials must have the

preparation begin within themselves.

If tbe fire pf ey,ang^listic zeal doe§

not burn brilliantly on the altar of

our leaders' hearts, the chances are

no one else will be kindled. Our at-

tention needs to be sharply focused,

directed toAvard the -equipping of our-

selves and our churches for this su-

preme mission of winning persons to

our Lord and the company of his

Church.

NEWS OF ELON COLLEGE.
(Continued from page

Beluah 1,137.50

281.75

Beginning Sept., 56; 5 years.

Eutaw Community 595.00

Beginning Jan., 56 ; 5 years.

Hope Mills 414.75

Beginning Jan., 57; 5 years.

939.75

Beginning Jan., 58; 10 years.

Mt. Zion 1,000.00

Beginning Jan., 56; 10 years.

1,120.00

Beginning Jan., 56; 5 years.

New Hope , 1,048.25

Beginning 1957.

Pfafftown 463.75

Beginning Jan., 56 ; 5 years.

Shallow Ford 1,800.00

Beginning Oct., 56; 18 years.

Zion 175.00

Beginning Jan., 1956 ; 5 years.

VIRGINIA HALL.
Bethel

$

912.00

Beginning 1956; 10 years.

Ingram 1,748.25

Beginning Jan., 57; 8 years.

ITnion 2,019.00

Beginning Jan., 56; 5 years.

Windsor 2,841.00

Beginning Oct., 56; 5 years.

Suffolk 10,000.00

Beginning Oct., 1956; 5 years.

Additional Churches:

CAROLINA HALL.
Name of Church Amount

Martha's Chapel $ 297.00

Cliurch of the Covenant 175.00

Beginning Oct., 56 ; 5 years.

Church of Wide Fellowship 2,289.00

Beginning Jan., 57; 5 years.

Payments.

Last Aveek Ave i-eported three

churches that had made the first pay-

ment on their Declaration of Pur-

pose. Two of these payments are from

churches in North Carolina, and one

from Virginia. Please, Avon't our

churches send in their Declarations

of Purpose and the first payment?

It alAvays gi\'es us enthusiasm Avhen

the payments begin to come in. Won't
you see that your church is in iiext

Aveeks report?

N. C. and Va. Conference:

Zion $ 2.92

Bethel 202.00

Virginia, Valley Conference

:

Bethlehem $ 75.00

Total $ 279,98
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Sunday School Lesson
By Rev. H. S. Harjjcastle, D. D.

"Teachings on Stewardship"

Lesson IX

—

February- 26, 1956.

Memory Selection: "He flial is

faithful in that tvhich is least, is

faithful also in much; and he that

is tinjust in the least is unjust also

in the much." Luke 16: 10.

Background Scriptures Luke 16 :
1-

31; 19:11-27.

Jesus wanted to impress upon his

hearers the fact that men had been

entrusted with things for Avhieh they

were stewards, and for which they

would be called upon to give an ac-

count of this stewardship. As was

so often the case, he told a story to il-

lustrate this truth. The parable, or

the story, of the Talents in Matthew,

and of the Pounds in Luke, was such

a story. In Matthew's story of the

Talents, the men had unequal abili-

ties, or opportunities, but received

the same reward. In Luke's story,

the men had equal abilities or oppor-

tunities, but received different re-

wards. But the central truth is the

same: the responsibility of steward-

ship.

God, the Owner.

The basis of the doctrine of stew-

ardship is that God is the Owner of

all things. By creation and by re-

demption, he has first claim on all

that man has and is. A man will

never go far in becoming a good stew-

ard unless he recognizes this fact

—

God is the Sovereign Owner of all

that he has or is. Tiuit is fundamen-
tal.

Man, the Steward.

As God is the Owner, man is the

steward. God oavus; man possesses.

What he has aiid is, is a sacred trust.

A man is to use what God has en-

trusted to him, not for his own selfish

purposes, but for God. It is not his

o^yn to do with as he pleases.

A Man Must Give Account of His
Stewardship.

There comes a day of reeoning. To
be sure, God does not settle every

Saturday night. A man does not

have to submit an income tax form to

God every year. But sooner or later,

God says to every man, "Give an ac-

count of your stewardship." And
that is a serious business. Every oiu^

of us must give an acconiit of him.

self to God.

31eii Have Unequal Talents and

Opportunities.

All men are not created free and
equal in a literal sense, the Declara-

tion of Independence to the contrary

notwithstanding! I could never play

the violin like Kreisler or the piano

like Paderewski or sing like Caruso

or preach like Harry Emerson Fos-

dick or paint like Raphael or do the

things that hundreds of other people

have done and can do. God has en-

trusted some men with more capaci-

ties and talents than you or I have,

and some men with less than we have.

As to wh}' he did it, we do not know.

Biit in liis wisdom and his love, he

did it. A man might as well accept

tliat fact and live Avith it.

But Every Man Has Some Talent

and Opportunity.

In both of the stories which Jesus

told, he emphasizes the point that to

every man, the hoiiseholder gave at

least one talent. Every man has some

gift or capacity or talent. Even the

humbles and poorest has a talent or

pound entrusted to him.

Every Man Is Respomible for, and
Judged by, the Use He Makes

of His Talents.

It is idle and folly and sin to Avhine

and complain because we do not have

as many talents or pounds or oppor-

tunities as other men. Perhaps we
should be glad, for to whomsoever
much is given, of him Avill much be

required. But of every man some-

thing is required—it is required that

he be faithful. He is not responsible

for what others do with their talents

and opportunities (at least generally

speaking), but he is responsible for

what he does with his talents or tal-

ent. "Every one of us must give an
accaunt of himself to God." Life,

and life's gifts are not primarily to

be held, but to be used; not simply

to be possessed, but to be invested.

Life is not a measure to be drained,

but a cup to be filled.

Men Are Rewarded According to

Their Faithfidness.

The man Avho is faithful in the lit-

tle that God has entrusted to him,

gets the same reward as the man who
is faithful in the much that God has

entrusted to him. Men are judged
by the use they have made of their

opportunities, and in terms of that

Avhich was entrusted to them. The
one talent man will be rewarded even

as the ten talent man, if he is a good
and faithful steward.

The Reward of a Good Steward is

Greater Responsibility and
Greater Ability.

Faithfulness in appointed service

enlarges one's capacity for larger

service. And a large part of the re-

ward for Avorlv ^^'elI done is the in-

creased capacity for doing more work
and doing it better, and in the joy

that comes from these rcAvards. Here
as elscAvhere, the law of life is "use

or lose."

A Challenge to Courage and Daring.

The one talent man was afraid. To
be sure, there are many things to

nmke one afraid in life. But seldom

is anything gained without risk. And
life with God is an adventure. There

is no end to what a man with even

one talent can do if he uses that tal-

ent for God and works Avith God.

The Larger Stewardship.

StCAvardship applies to money or

things, of course. But it also applies

to the other realms of life. There is

a law of steAvardship as applied to

time, and influence, and skill, and
courage, and opportunity, and ca-

pacities, and talents, and friendship.

Indeed, all that a man is and has is

a sacred trust to be used for God,

and under God, and to be aeeoiinted

for to God. Every man's prayer

should be, "God help me to be a good

and faithful stcAvard.

"

Based on "International Sunday School

Lessons;" Copyrighted 1954 by Division of

Christian Education, National Council of the

Churches in the U. 8. A.

Ministers' Association Programs

The Eastern Virginia Christian

Conference had an excellent minis-

ters' association fifty years ago. It

Avould be interesting to have the story

of its organization and its history

through the years. It is probably the

oldest conference ministers' associa-

tion in the Southern Convention.

Today's Eastern Virginia Congre-

gational Christian Ministers' Associ-

ation is concerning itself Avith the

crucial issues that confront the

Church and the world. The names of

the speakers, the themes, and the sub-

jects of the next four meetings, in-

dicate the high type of Avork being

done by the association.

February 20. Dr. Walter C. Giers-

( Continued on page 14.)
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CHURCH WOMEN AT WORK.
(Continued from page 8.)

of it. I was your missionary in Chi-

na. When one phase of this worlct

revolution forced me home, I came

resolved to do all possible to rid my
life of prejudice and imperialism,

and to help rid the church of this bit-

ter thing.

One tiny step toward racial under-

standing, and we women -v^'ere too

afraid to take it ! Are these words of

Paul not for us: '"Do not be con-

formed to this world, but be trans-

formed by the renewal of your mind,

that you may prove what is the will

of God, what is good and acceptable

and perfect"?

Dorothy Jackson.

Social Action!—To All Program

Chairmen

Have you planned a Social Action

Program for your women for this

year ? A general awareness is felt by

most church people during February

because of Race Relations Sunday

and Brotherhood Week, thus giving

a natural impetus to anything done in

this area at this time. However, your

particular local situation may lend

itself better to another season. The

important thing is to present a Social

Action Program sometime this year.

Your literature packet contains

some good material for planning a

stimulating program, but if you feel

that you need more, please write me.

Stacks of Social Action material are

on hand, and any of it is yours for

the asking. A plaj^ "Social Action

Comes to First Church," is only one

of many excellent programs to be

had.

Ijct me urge, you to present a Social

Action Program tJiis year that will

prick the conscience of every woman
in your fellowship.

Rachel Wallace,
Social Action Chaiman,
North Carolina Women.

THE CHRISTIAN MINISTRY.
(Continued from page 9.)

settle down to a comfortable, secure,

but ordinary existence?

You say you feel no call of God
upon your life Are you sure ? What
constitutes a call? God calls people

in many ways. For some, the "call"

comes as a response to the cry of hu-

man need. For others the "call"

comes through the lives of parents,

juinisters and friends, those we love

and admire.

I believe that God does call people

to do his work ; but a call is not some

physical voice out of the blue. Of

course not. Rather it is an urge

from within.—a warm, impelling. God

implanted thought that will not be

put down. I don't care what you

call it—something comes to men and

women who seriously seek to know

and do the will of God. Guidance

eventually does come—and with it,

the peace of a great assurance and tl)e

fire of a consuming purpose Avhich is

nowhere else to be found.

I believe with all my heart that

Avhen people listen, God speaks.

Now let me be personal and tell

you of the very simple way that my
call came to me. Some of you have

heard me relate this before, but per-

haps you will forgive me for telling

it again.

I grew up in a Christian home, but

I had never seriously considered en-

tering the Christian ministry. I went

through the usual period of intellec-

tual adjustment, when the faith my
family gave me became my own faith,

but it never occurred to me that my
faith had much to do with the use of

my life.

My dad was a school teacher, and

we always had financial problems. I

early decided that I wanted to go into

some kind of work that would make
me financially secure. I entered the

University headed for law school,

with an undergraduate major in ac-

counting. A corporation lav/yer

—

that's what I wanted to be.

Between my junior and senior

years in college, all this changed. I

was in a military camp at Fort Knox,

Kentucky. We sat up one night, a

group of us, until the wee hours, in

a typical bull session, the subject

jumping from religion to sex, on to

politics and then back over them a-

gain. As I was dropping off to sleep,

it occurred to me, for the first time,

I think, that my ideals which had

come to me through my home and

church, were not accepted by every-

one.

The next day, Sunday, I was o)i

k. p. In the afternoon. I sat down
on my bunk and took out my Bible.

I wasn't in the habit of regularly

reading the scriptures, but I was

confused. After reading a bit, I put

it down and began to think. And,

as well as I can remember, for the

first time, but with tremendous force,

there came to me the idea that God

had a use for me in the ministry of

the church.

That was in the late years of the

depression, and the thought then oc-

curred to me of the sad economic

plight of most ministers. I recalled

again the struggle we had had in our

home. Casually I opened the Bible

and read, and account for it as you

^^•ill, my eyes halted upon this pas-

sage: "Consider the birds of the air,

they neither sow nor gather into

barns— yet your heavenly father

feedeth them—are you not of more

value than they?" That seemed to

be my answer, but I wasn't sure. It

meant four more years of school

—

and I was practically on my own. S'o

I made a bargain— if God really

wanted me to use my life in that way,

I would do it— if he would help me
to secure the training necessary.

I won't go into details—it seems

almost a mii-acle to me yet—but I

sonu-how graduated free from debt.

In fact, I liad $50 in my pocket,

which I used to get married.

That was fifteen years ago. I found

a place in which to work in three ru-

ral churches in Virginia and stayed

there four years. I learned more in

those four years in that country par-

ish than I had through my seven

yeai-s of college—about people, and
about God.

Then the call came for us to go to

another parish—this time far from
family and friends-—to China. I'm
sure that it Avas God Avho called us

to go there—and I'm sure he took

care of us during those four e^'entful

years.

I know that I am neither wise e-

nough nor good enougli to be the kind

of minister God wants me to be. Tet

I do believe that, in spite of my hu-

man blindness, in spite of my ignor-

ance and my imperfections, God still

is able to use me in the work that is

so important to him and to us all. I

don't knovv' what the future holds,

but as he has led me this far, I am
sure he Avill lead me on—until my
work is over.

And I dare hope that some young
person who reads this may feel the

call that I have felt—and may re-

spond to it, as I have feeblv tried to

do.

I dare hope that some of you who
are parents will encourage your cliil-

dren to choose the Christian ministry

as their life-work.

The harvest still is plentiful, but

the laborers are few. Pray, tliere-

fore, the Lord of the harvest to send

out laborers into his harvest.

The Lord's work—it is your work,

and mine.
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The Christian Orphanage
John G. Tkuitt, Superintendent

Dear Friends

:

Thanks for the good report this

Avec'k. How nice it would be to M^allf

into these 17 churches and thank

them in person for the oenerous thing

tiiey have done to help maintain the

good home for poor homeless chil-

dren. I do not know of anything

sadder than an innocent little child

with no one to look to for kindness

and food and home. 1 see it and I

know it is pitiful.

Now to ha\'e good people, cherished

by a chui'clily fellowship and en-

couragement, remeinberins' liomeless

little ones whom their churches have
agreed through their orplianage to

liclp is indeed a charitable work. It

iias its criHcism, to be sure, what good

cause does not ? But the results speak

for themselves. And the little needy
ones are there, and enough of our

folk are willing to do something
about them.

I have seen the frightened, sad

look leave little faces. It does not

sometimes happen in a day, nor may-
be a week, but in a few weeks at most,

there comes laughter, and roses in

their little cheeks, and a sparkle in

their eyes. Some children have come
to us really undernourished so that

it Avas evident in their Aveight, limbs

and expressions. I wish you could

see those children now. I doubt if

tlieir teachers in the public school,

which they attend here, could hardly

believe t'ley vcri^ so impoverished.

xMy mother used to say: "Heap sees

and few knows." Tlie English is not

English at all, but tru.e are the facts

back of it. We do not realize what
goes on in a lot of places.

Folks learn about the work being
done here for little needy folks and
the orphanage is called on. Just to-

day a group of children were present-

ed by a county welfare agency, but

circumstances made it impossible to

receive them. They needed help but
it was possible for them to attain it

elsewliere, besides there were other

extenuating circumstances.

It does ]iot take much from anyone.
A little from many is all that is asked.

To put money into a well-organ-

ized and designed hcine where proper
care and training is given, and where
proper outlook toward future well-

being of the child is given, is to do a

noble thing.

Therefore on behalf of each child

here I thank you. And I desire your

prayers for this home, for me, and
for every worker here, that we may
be guided both in mind and heart to

do the best for each child who comes

under our care.

John G. Truitt,

Superiutt'.ndcni.

REPORT FOR FEBRUARY 8, 1956.

Sunday School Monthly Offerings.

Amount brought forward $ 2,257.95

Eastern N. C. Conference:

Hope Mills $ 3.00

Wake Chapel 60.20
— 63.20

Eastern Va. Conference:

Bethlehem (N.), S. S. ...$49.12

Liberty Spring S. S 10.00

Mt. Carmel S. S 21.15

Windsor S. S 10.00

— 90.27

N. C. and Va. Conference:

Durham S. S $25.30
Belew Creek S. S 15.75

Greensboro, Calvary S. S. 23.00

(ireensboro. First, Special 50.00

(heensboro, First 64.38

Happy Home S. S 60.56

Union (Va.) 50.00

288.99

Western N. 0. Conference:

Albemarle $ 18.00

Pleasant Grove 10.00

Shiloh 40.00

68.00

Virginia Valley Conference:

Winchester S. S $ 10.00— 10.00

Total $ 520.46

Grand total $ 2,778.41

Special Ogerings.

Amount brought forward $ 2,068.02

Carolina Power & Light

Co. (dividend) $ 1.38

Mr. & Mrs. D. M. McLel-
land, Elon College, N. C. 10.00

In Memory of Mrs. Dora
Smith 10.00

Special Gifts 420.68

442.06

Grand total $ 2,510.08

Total for the week $ 962.52

Total for the year $ 5,288.49

MINISTERS' ASSOCIATION
PROGRAMS.

(Continued from page 12.)

bach, the Secretary of the Missions

Council, speaking on the theme, "Our
Christian World Mission." This will

be a joint meeting of white and Ne-

gro Congregational Christian minis-

ters.

March 19. The Rev. Fred P. Regis-

ter, lending guidance to the Simul-

taneous Evangelistic Services to be

in progress.

April 16. Dr. Arthur W. Newell,

pastor of St. John's Evangelical and
Reformed Church, Richmond, Vir-

ginia, and chairman of the E. & R.

Commission on Higher Christian Ed-

ucation, dealing with the question,

"What Makes a College Christian?"

National Christian College Sunday is

April 15.

May 21. Dr. Fred S. Buschmeyer,

Acting Minister of the General Coun-

cil, emphasizing, "Concern for the

Ministry," and "A Challenge to

Church Vocations.
'

' This will be the

regularly quarterly joint meeting of

white and Negro Congregational

Christian ministers. S. C. H.

MEMORIAL GIFTS
"Instead of Flowers"

Dr. John G. Truitt

Christian Orphanage
Elon College, N. C.

Dear Dr. Truitt:

Please acknowledge the enclosed $ as a memorial gift

sent to the Christian Orphanage in lieu of flowers in memory of:

(NameofDeceaied) (City) (Date of Death)

( Survivor to be Written ) ( Addrew)

Name

Address
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In Memoriam

DR. WILL W. ALEXANDER.

Dr. Will W. Alexander, a man who

devoted his life to bettering relations

between the races in the South, died

at his home in Chapel Plill, North

Carolina on Friday, January 13th.

Funeral services were held in the

Congregational Christian Church at

Chapel Hill where he had been an ac-

tive layman. They were conducted

by the Eev. Richard L. Jackson, as-

sisted by Dr. Albert Dent, president

of Dillard University, New Orleans,

which Dr. Alexander headed as its

organizational acting president from

1931 to 1935.

Born in Morrisville, Mo., on July

16, 1884, he was the son of Arabella

Winton and William Baxter Alexan-

der. He was educated at Scarritt-

Morris-\'ille College and Vanderbilt

University, from which he received

the Bachelor of Divinity degree in

1908.

After holding pastorates in Mur-

freesboro and Nashville, Tenn., he

withdrew from the ministry during

the first World War to do YMCA
work. From 1919 to 1930 he was

Executive Director of the Commis-

sion on Interracial Cooperation in

Atlanta, during which time he gained

a nation-wide reputation for leader-

ship in interracial Avork and as a

fighter of the Ku Klux Klan.

In 1931 he was appointed assistant

administrator of the U. S. Resettle-

ment Administration in Washington,

D. C, and in 1935 became adminis-

trator of the Farm Security Ad-

ministration. In 1937 he became ac-

tive in the Rosenwald Foundation

and was made vice-president of the

Julius Rosenwald Fund and its co-

director of Race Relations.

Dr. Albert W. Dent, president of

Dillard University, at the funeral

service paid the following tribute to

Dr. Alexander:

It is with deep sorrow that I at-

tempt to put into words a tribute of

our affection for Dr. Will Alexander

whom we so deeply love and respect.

I cherrish this sorrowful privilege be-

cause this was Dr. Will's request. I

am humbly grateful to know that he

Avanted me here today.

Sorrow is always personal but it

becomes general when a man's life

reveals such greatness as that of our

departed friend. In Dr. Will there

was a unique mixture of greatness

and simplicity. Through his sim-

plicity and humility there was a

greatness that could always be under-

stood and which always fioAved freely

in affectionate concern for others.

With him there Avas no place for the

false distinction which separates man
from his felloAV man. Instead, there

Avas in his heart a place for the man
of CA'ery color, each creed and all

levels of economic and cultural status.

He Avas at ease Avith the great and he

ahvays had a Avord of friendly con-

cern for the loAvliest.

Dr. Will Avas the pioneering spirit

in the first south-Avide movement to

promote improved community living

through interracial co-operation. He,

more than any one in our time, led

the people of good will in the south to

ls:noAv that Avhite and colored people

through working together Avould de-

A^elop an understanding of the neces-

sity for removing inequities and in-

justices. He Avas patient—but al-

ways intelligently aggressive in pro-

moting his ideals. He Avas rebuked

and his life threatened—but he Avas

ahvays courageous. I never knew him

to compromise principle Avith expedi-

ency.

He had faith in the fundamental

goodness of his felloAV man ; and he

lived to see this faith justified many,

many times through his own efforts

to bring about better understanding

between men. His careful planning

and diligent work as an engineer of

plans and procedures for improved

human relations have made the south

a better place for all men to live in.

His keen analysis of problems in

human relations and his Avise ap-

proaches to their solution have dur-

ing the last tAvo decades become pat-

terns of action not only in the south

but in all regions of our country.

Of great concern to Dr. Will Avas

the poor economic plight of millions

of tenant farmers. And one of his

greatest contributions to American

Life was his leadership of our federal

government in removing the gross

inequities which so long had been

inherent in the tenancy system. Mil-

lions of farmers of all races and
throughout the country are today

more secure and liA'e fuller lives be-

cause of Dr. Will's concern and ac-

tivity in their behalf.

Dr. Will had great faith in what
intelligent leadership, at all levels,

could do to improve community Ha'-

ing. This included government and
la\A7ers, industrialists, laborers and
journalists. He made distinct con-

tributions to tlie development of

leadership in each of these fields

through personal contact, but also

through the most unusual opportuni-

ties which he had through philan-

thropic foundations to seek out and
]-ecommend young men of ability for

study scholarships designed to broad-

en tlieir prespectiA-e.

Time is likely to prove that Dr.

Will's most far-reaching contribu-

tion Avas liis keen sense for finding

young men of ability and encourag-

ing them to press on to greater use-

fulness. His Avise counsel Avith young
men and the apparently tantalizing

ideas he seemed ahvays to have,

coupled Avith the charm of his per-

son^Jity and the sincerity of his pur-

pose, have provided the primary sti-

mulus to hundreds of young persons

who had the privilege to Ivnow him.

He grcAV in years but never lost the

vigor of youth and never alloAved his

interest in youth to Avane.

Occasionally when Dr. Will and I

parted after a visit, instead of saying

the usual good-bye, he would say

—

"Blessings." Not "Blessings on you"
or "God bless you," as expressions

usually go, just "Blessings." He
sometimes closed letters to me Avith

the Avord "Blessings." It impresses

upon me that his life is a blessing to

you and to me : to many thousands
Avho had the good fortune to know
him but Avlio cannot be here today,

and to many more thousands Avhose

lives he blessed and Avho though they

never had the privilege of knoAving

him Avill still live under the influence

of his enduring works. Will Alex-
ander's life Avas a blessing.

1956

February 27-

March 2

March 4-11

March 12-16

March 18-25

May 1-3

Dates to Remember

North Carolina Lay Visitation Evangelism

North Carolina Simultaneous Evangelistic Services

Virginia Lay Visitation Evangelism

Virginia Simultaneous Evangelistic Services

Centennial Session of the Southern Convention

Union Ridge Congregational Christian Church
Route 2, Burlington. North Carolina
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"Prayersfor the Lenten Season-^

When, as a child, I laughed and wept.

Time crept.

When, as a youth, I dreamed and talked.

Time walked.

When I became a full-grown man,

Time ran.

And later, as I older grew,

Time flew.

Soon I shall find, while travelling on.

Time gone.

Will Christ have saved my soul

By then.^

Amen.

—Inscribed on the door of a grandfather

clock in Chester Cathedral.

*****
O Lord, Our Master, who tlirough the forty days didst forget

the body because thy spirit was caught up in God, teach us with whole

hearts to seek the heavenly communion, so that being delivered from

subjection to the flesh we may be released into the spiritual liberty that

belongs to the children of God. In thine own name we ask it. Amen.

—From "Lift Up Your Hearts,"

by Walter R. Bowie.

*****
Watch with me, Jesus, in my loneliness.

Though others say me Nay, yet say thou Yes;

Though others pass me by, stop thou to bless.

—Christina Rossetti.*****
Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy, but

first he suffered pain, and entered not into glory before he was crucified;

Mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of the cross, may find it

none other than the way of life and peace; through the same thy Son,

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

—The Book of Common Prayer.

—Submitted by Rev. W. T. Scott, Jr.,

Pastor of Durham Congregational

Christian Church.
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United Church of Raleigh

The United Church of Raleigh ex-

pects to bes'iQ the renovation of it-^

property in its 75th anniversary year,

1956. At the annual meeting on Jan-

uary 11, a unimous vote asked the

Finance Committee and the Board

of Trustees to seek gifts and three-

year pledges for a $20,000 renova-

tion. Proposals include new class-

rooms, antomatic heating, a church

school chapel^ improvements in ven-

tilation, kitchen facilities and noise

reduction. At their first joint meet-

ing on this assignment, the commit-

tees selected B. F. Carter to head the

financial drive, and laid plans to

launch it this month.

News from Alabama.

Your managing editor recently re-

ceived a very interesting letter from

Rev. Joe A. French, who is quite well

known to many of our readers, and

is now pastor of the Congregational

Christian Church in Lanett, Alaba-

ma. We are passing excerpts from

this letter on to you. Friend Joe

writes: "We expect to expend ten

thousand dollars or more on finishing

up two ground floor wings of our

church this year. We will complete

six Sunday school class rooms which

we urgently need because of an ex-

panded and growing Sunday school.

The kitchen, which is partially furn-

ished, will be finished and furnished.

A large fellowship hall, which is used

for multiple purposes, will be com-

pleted.
'

' lie continues that Dr. War-
ren H. Denison was with them from
January 23 to 29 in their Every

Member Canvass, in which over $20,-

000 was subscribed, about equally di-

vided between the budget and the

building fund. Almost superflously,

he adds. Dr. Denison "did a splen-

did job." We think they did, too.

He states that their program of Vis-

itation and Evangelism, during Holy
Week will be led by the Rev. John
Crutcher of Phenix City, and that

this will be followed by a Aveek of

evangelistic preaching by Dr. Jolm
G. Truitt of Elon College, N. C.

The Christian and the Prevention

of War in an Atomic Age

What possibility is there of pre-

venting war in an atomic age 1

Can modern war be a controlled

means of making policy in the mod-

ern world?

THE CHRISTIAN SUN

Or must war now be recognized as

in fact uncontrollable?

If it can be controlled, in what way
and luider what circumstances is thio

possible?

The Executive Committee of the

World Council of Churches, meeting

just recently at Gilbulla, near Sidney,

Australia, has appointed a lawyer-

educator, Sir Thomas M. Taylor, the

Principal of the University of Aber-

deen, Scotland, as chairman of a

Theological Study Commission on

"The Christian and Prevention of

War in an Atomic Age," to explore

such questions as these on an inter-

national and interdenominational ba-

sis during the next three years. The
commission will also concern itself

with the pi'oblems of Avhether the

\ery threat of modern armaments
may, under some circumstances,

properly be used as a deterrent to

war. This startegy, of course, sets in

motion a whole line of questioning in

the field of Christian ethics, which

the commission will face and on which

they will report to the World Coun-

cil.

The commission, under Sir Thomas'
chairmanship, will invite experts in

the fields of science and military

strategy to participate in the "hear-

ings," to see what light their testi-

mony can contribute to the theologi-

cal discussions.

Another action of the Executive

Committee of the World Council,

meeting in Australia, called for a con-

ference at Arnoldshain, near Frank-

furt, Germany, July 9-14 of this year,

under the sponsorship of the Study

Division of the World Council and in

consultation Avith the Commission of

the Churches on International Af-

(Continued on page 11.)

February 23, 1956

The Christian Sun
Established 1844 by Rev. Daniel W Ken
A Religious Weekly for the Home, devoted

to the interest of the Kiugdom as represent
"aI by the Congregational Christian Churches.

Our Principles

1. Tlie Li rd Jesus Christ is the only Head
jf tlie Cliurth.

2. Christian is a sufiScieut name for the
uhurcti.

3. The Bible ia a sufficient rule of faith

iiiid practice.

4. Cliristiau character is a sufficient test

of fellowship and church membership.
5. The right of private judgment and lib-

erty of conscience is a privilege that should
be accorded to ajad exercised by all.

EDITOEAL STAFF
Editor 8. C. HarreU
Managing Editor J. T. Kernodle

I 'e(jai Uiieiital Editors—Convention, Wm. i',

Jsoutt; Laymen's relltiwsliip, J. E. luu-
ieley; Woman's Work, Mrs. J. U. Booth,
Jr.; Children, Mrs. R. L. Hosue; Sunday
School Lesson, U. 8. llardcastle.

Board of Publications— W. W. Snyder, Chair-
man; S. T. Holland, Secretary; Clyde W.
Fields, S. E. Madren, K. D. Register, W.
L. Cooper, Treasurer, ex officio,

lustitutional Represeututivoa—Elon OoUege,
L. E. Smith; The Christian Orphanage,
Jolin G. Truitt.

SUBSCRIPTION RATES
One year , #3.00
Two i'ears 5.00

Published by the Board of Publications of
riio Southern Convention of Congregational
ihristian Churches, Inc. Printed every Thurs-
day except the last in June and December by
Central Publishing Cu., inc., Richmond, Va.

Second-class mail privileges authorized at

Uiclimond, Virginia.

Subscriptions should be sent to The Chrii-

tian Sun, e|o Convention Office, Elon College,

N. C.

All general material for publication should

Ik; soiit to Dr. S. C. Harrell, Editor, 1507
Oakland Avenue, Durham, N. C, not later

Llian the Thursday before date of pubUea-
Lion.

Departmental mat*rial should be sent to the

proper departmental editor, at the address

sliown on their page.

Business i-,ommunicalious, emergency no
lice.s hihI news notes whidi would otherwise

lie too lute for publication should be ad-

dressed to the Office of Publication, 1536 E.

Bidud Street, Richmond 19, Va.

igiiti.aiiiMiiiKaaiiMiiHiiiiiMmMiiiMmwiiii^

The Christian Sun Subscription Blank
Subscription Price: 1 year, $3.00; 2 years, $5.00

Date 1954

Dr. Wm. T. Scott, Supt.,

Elon College, N. C.

Enclosed find $ , for which please send The Christian Sun

( ) 1 year, ( ) 2 years— ( ) New Subscription, ( ) Renewal:

To Church

Address

( ) Renew, ( ) Enter my own subscription, ( ) I year, ( ) 2 years.

My Mame Church

Address

N-E'W-S B'R-I'E-F-S



Febniary 33, 1956 THE CHRISTIAN SUN Page Three

l\[ews from the Churches . . .

Lakeview Community Church

Route 2, Burlington, N. C.

Sunday, February, 12, the Sunday

school occupied for the first time the

new class rooms recently built. The

new annex consists of a slag block

building 24 x 48 feet joined to the

back side of the present building, and

is divided into four nice class rooms.

We now have eight class rooms and

120 on the Sunday school roll. We
have 49 church members. The Sun-

day school had outgrown the present

quarters. The Sunday scliool is pi'O-

gressing nicely under the leadership

of Superintendent W. P. Snipes.

A church choir has been organized

and is being taught one night each

week by Prof. M. Z. Rhodes of Bur-

lington. The entire work of the

church is very encouraging at this

time.

A budget was adopted last fall and

we have raised a little more than the

budget each month of the new con-

ference year.

We will take part in the Simul-

taneous Visitation Evangelistic Re-

vival March 4-11, vn.th the pastor do-

ing the preaching. We are expecting

great things of the Lord.

Guy H. Veazey,

Pastor.

Excerpts from a Letter to Dr. Scott

from Chaplain Griffin

The following are selected para-

graphs of a letter to Dr. Wm. T. Scott

from Chaplain Johnson L. Griffin,

Captain, Eighth Cavalry Regt., First

Cavalry Div., APO, 201, San Fran-

cisco, California. Chaplain Griffin is

a minister of the Eastern Virginia

Conference.

Dear Dr. Scott

:

Here we are in our Advent Season.

We have our plans formulated for

Christmas. We are working with

our orphanages to give them as much
help as possible. Did you know we
have three orphanages we have been

helping? One of them is located

about fifteen miles from where we are

stationed, another one about twenty-

five, and the other one is looked after

by our troops in that area. One Bat-

talion is focusing their attention on

a Baby Home. That is the one close

to us. The children are from a few

days old to three years. They are

taken to an orphanage for larger

children when they reach the age of

three. They are planning a Christ-

mas party for tliem, and will get a

lot of the things necessary to help

them through the winter. This is

the orphanage we gave $1,100 last

spring to go on their building pro-

gram. Th-^y are to get the rest of

their money through the Japanese

Community Chest and the Japanese

Government.

The other orphanage we support is

for larger children. We had fifty-

three of them in for Thanksgiving

dinner and ten of their teachers. This

orphanage has received a lot of help

from the Christian Children's Fund
in Richmond, Virginia. They have

their plaque displayed. Our other

units will focus their attention on

their needs for the Christmas season.

Last year at Christmas we gave a-

round $2,200 to the orphans and the

Home for the Aged close by. So, you
can see, our men have really done a

lot of good for those needing help.

The Meaning of "Agape"

Fifth of a Series

By Dr. Luther A. Weigle.

The most characteristic word of

the New Testament is the Greek word
agape, "love." The noun agape, the

verb agapao, and the adjective agape

-

tos appear in the Greek New Testa-

ment 312 times, and were correctly

translated "love" or "beloved" by

Tyndale and all other sixteen-century

versions up to the Bishops' Bible. In

the second edition of the latter it was

translated as "charity" in thirty-

two cases, and the King James Bible

used "charity" in twenty-six of

these.

The distribution of these twenty-

six cases is peculiar. None appears

before I Corinthians 8:1. Eleven of

the twenty-six are in I Corinthians,

and eight of these in chapter 13. No
good reason can be given for the de-

cision to use the word "charity" in

these twenty-six cases.

The second edition of tlie Bishop^/

Bible and the King James Bible

stand alone in this strange substitu-

tion of "charity" for love in less

than 10 per cent of the cases of the

occurrence of agape and its correla-

This is the essence of foreign missions

direct.

We remain as busy as ever. We
have a new Di^•ision Chaplain. He is

Congregational Christian also. We
were at Fort Knox at the same time.

He was at the Post Headquarters,

and I was with the Division. He
really gets around, and he gives me
a lot of help.

My chapel is beautifully equipped

and most complete. It will seat 284.

There is a way to put in more pews to

take care of more people. The ones

I have now are more than adequate

;

but I hope our attendance will con-

tinue to increase.

As far as possible, we try to keep

to the Church Calendar in the ob-

servance of special days. At times

some of those days come when we are

in the field, and it is not always easy

to hold them. We do the best v/e

can, though, and give some recogni-

tion to the event.

I keep up to date on the activities

through The Sun. I hope this will

be one of our most fruitful years in.

every organization.

Sincerely yours,

Johnson L. Griffin.

tives. The revised versions of 1881
and 1901 returned to the practice of

earlier sixteenth-century versions and
used "love" throughout; and they
have been followed in this by all

m.odern translations based upon the

original Greek.

By so doing, the modern transla-

tions give a surer undergirding to the

basic Christian doctrine of God and
man than does the King James Ver-
sion. The basic principle and ulti-

mate motive of both the Christian

gospel and the Christian ethic is love.

God is love, and we love because he
first loved us. In the translation of

the Greek word agape, we are dealing

not with a mere exhortation to feel-

ing and action, or even with a state-

ment of human duty, but with the

ultimate grounding of human duty
and destiny in the very nature and
eternal purpose of God. AVhatever
would tend to separate human love

from divine love, or to weaken the

essential connection between the

Cliristian ethic and the Christian

gospel, is wrong. Yet that is just

what the King James Version does,

in those twenty-six cases which it

tears out of the total fabric of the

XeAv Testament teaching.

*'THE LIVING WORD
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Editorial . . .

A Time for Penitence
Lent is a time for penitence. As Christian peo-

ple turn their thoughts to the coining again of

£aster, they should examine their hves m tlie hght

of all that Jesus was, and measure their spiritual

attamments by die standards which he taught.

Critical self-examination is never easy. It frequent-

ly brings us face to face with some very impleasant

facts; but it has dehnite therapeutic values.

The Christian way of life is primarily a matter

of attitudes. The thmgs which men do are tre-

mendously important; but every deed is the expres-

sion of an attitude. Even man's sins of omission

are the expression of his indifference toward that

which counts for most.

Let us begin with first things. Jesus said, "You
shall love tlie Lord your God with all your heart,

and widi all your soul, and with all your mind."

l hat IS the point at which all of us need to begin

examining ourselves. We have faith in God, and

that IS good. We are trying to obey God, and that

perhaps is better. But do we love God with all

our heart, soul and mind.? Easter is the perfect

expression of God's love for man. We should be

tJiuiking about our love for God as the shadow of

the Cross draws near.

After Jesus had spoken the first and greatest

commandment, he added, "And a second is like it,

You shall love your neighbor as yourself." It is

greatly to be feared that we, as Christians, have not

even seriously tried to measure up to keeping the

second commandment, as Jesus gave it.

Fear looms larger than love, in the world in

which we are living. Fear begets fear. Envy en-

genders envy. Hate provokes hate. "Love bears

all things, believes all things, hopes all diings, en-

dures all things." Christians must repent their lack

of love, if their hearts are to receive the message of

Easter.

Penitence should be corporate as well as per-

sonal. Churches take pride in noting the things

which they have done. That is necessary for their

encouragement. They should also consider the

things which they have left undone. The Love

Commandments are as binding upon churches as

they are upon mdividuals. Love is the measure of

a church's spiritual power. A penitent church may
be the very agency which God can use most effec-

tively for the fulhlling of his purpose.

Lent is a season of preparation. Remember
what the Parable of the Sower says about the seed

which fell on stony ground. If our hearts have

been hardened by the cares of this world, the forty

days of Lent are given that we may soften our

hearts by penitence and prayer.

One Great Hour of Sharing
The One Great Hour of Sharing for 1956 has

been set for Sunday, March 11. It is to remind the

churches of the United States of the plight of the

destitute, the hungry, and the homeless people scat-

tered about the earth. It is an opportunity to help

those who cannot help themselves. Church people

have countless calls to give to worthy causes. Many
church members in this country feel they are giving

all that they can afford. But can we afford to deny
this appeal, when we consider the abundance which
we enjoy.

The Hon. Francis B. Sayre, out of his wide
knowledge of world conditions, has written a mov-
ing appeal for One Great Hour of Sharing. Space

permits only short excerpts from Mr. Sayre's mes-
sage.

"Lasting peace can be built only on human
brotherhood. In the face of our secular Twentieth
Century civilization, tempestuous and spectacular,

what can Christians actually do to build a better

world? There is no field of human endeavor in

which Christianity cannot play a dramatic and up-

lifting part. Surprising as it may seem, Christ

spent a greater part of his ministry in manifesting

his love through the healing of stricken men and

women, helping for love's sake to meet sore need.

"Some 100,000 orphans in South Worea are

homeless, with no one to care for them. They are

on the streets, begging or stealing. In South Ko-

rea more than 20,000 civilian amputees—men wom-
en and children—have lost one or both arms or

legs in the bombing of cities and villages. I won-

der if Christianity ever before faced quite such a

challenge of appalling human need."

The contributions received through the One
Great Hour of Sharing will be administered by

Church World Service. The U. S. Agricultural

Development and Assistance Act of 1954 made food

commodities held in surplus stocks, available for

free distribution to needy peoples. Church World
Service pays the cost of transportation and distrib-

utes the food to those who are in direst need. One
dollar pays for the distribution of $20 in food value.

Churches or individuals who wish to have a

part in this ministry to the neediest, should send

their contributions to the Southern Convention Of-

fice, Elon College, N. C, designated for One Great

Hour of Sharing.
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''The Answer Is God^^
"EVANGELISM IN OUR CHURCH"

By REV. J. FRANK APPLE, Henderson, N. C.

What is evangelism? What is its

planee in the total prosrram of the

church? Many of us have long had

the idea that it VN'as necessary to con-

duct a special series of services in our

churches in order to save the lost and

get them into the church. This v/e

call a revival meeting. And often the

success of a revival is judged on the

basis of the number saved and re-

ceived into the church.

AVebster says, "To evangelize is to

insti'uct in the Gospel; to convert to

Christianity;" and that evangelism is

'

' the doctrine and preaching of evan-

gelical principles."

To me all phases of church Avork

are evangelistic or should be. The

teaching that is done in the church

school, the work of the different or-

o-anizations, Christian living and loy-

alty of church members, and especial-

ly the worship and preaching services

from .Sunday to Sunday are evan-

gelism.

The story of how mother love in

the heart of a young New England

widow, who ninety years ago left her

husband buried on the banks of the

Tigris River in Turkey, lies back of

the dedication Friday afternoon, Feb-

ruary 10, at 4 :00 p. m., in Auburn-

dale, Massachusetts, of a home for

Mrs. Beryl Bowden IMasters, another

young widoAV, and victim of polio,

whose doctor husband and small

daughter lie buried in the soil of

Africa.

The ncAV house, which will be part

of the Walker Missionary Homes, a

unique project of the Congregational

Christian Churches, Avill be called the

Eddy House in recognition of Mrs.

Josephine Russell Eddy of Newton-

ville, Mass., and her late husband, Dr.

D. Brewer Eddy, Avidely known Con-

gregational leader. Mrs. Eddy has

been on the Board of Managers of the

Walker Missionary Homes since 1910

and an ardent worker for the Homes
throughout the years.

• The new Eddy House, Avhich is at

169 Grove Street, Auburndale, has

been built with the special needs of

Mrs. Masters in mind and she will

Jive there with hfr three sons, Chris;,

Tt is well that we conduct special

services from time to time and place

a greater emphasis upon the work of

the church during special campaigns

for the purpose of strengthening and

deepening the spiritual lives of its

members. Most of the members Avho

come into our church on profession

of faith come as the result of the

"pastor's class" which is conducted

during T.!ent, or by personal contact

of the minister and. members of the

church. We usually conduct special

services at some time during the year

more for the benefit of the members
and friends wdio attend them.

We are looking forward to par-

ticipating in the Simultaneous Evan-

gelistic Services soon to be conduct-

ed in our churches in North Carolina

Avith the hope that the church Avill be

greatly rcAiAed and strengthened for

a greater Avork ahead. ''God is The

Answer."

topher, I'i; Robin, 10; and Michael,

6. Michael, a polio victim like Mrs.

]\Iasters, is paralyzed from the waist

doAvn. It Avas especially designed by
architect Albert M. Kreider of West
NcAvton and built by J. Derenzo of

Needham. It has ramps and stove,

sinJv, refrigerator, cupboards and

other facilities so located as to be

accessible to Mrs. Masters from her

wheel chair.

The dedication of the Eddy House
recalls the tragic story of Mrs. Mas-

ters, A\'hose life was shaken to its

foundations in the brief space of

tAventy-tAvo days in 1951. While serv-

ing Avith her doctor husband in Mt.

Silinda, Southern Rliodesia, Africa,

polio struck killing Carolyn Masters,

4 ;
permanently crippling Mrs. Mas-

ters and Michael and taking the life

of Dr. Masters. Mrs. Masters and
children were floAvn to America by
the American Board in 1952. Al-

tliough English by birth Mrs. Masters

is noAv a perm.anent resident alien

and Avill become an American citizen

:as soon as the necessary time elapses.

Tlie Walker Missionary Homes are

a successful experiment in Christian

community living and the new Eddy
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House is the latest link in the chain

of Christian concern which Avas start-

ed in 1868 by Mrs. Eliza Harding
Walker Avhose name they bear. Born
in Waltham, Mass., and educated at

]\It. Holyokc College, Mrs. Walker
sailed for Turkey under the Ameri-

can Board in 1852. Thirteen years

later her husband died of cholera and
she Avith her four children, the young-

est only six Aveeks old, made a 500

mile trek on mule back to a port on

the Black Sea.

In America Mrs. Walker and the

American Board discussed the hard-

ships of ndssionary families Avho had
to leave young children in this coun-

try for education. Mrs. Walker first

took into her home two such children

of South Sea Island missionaries, then

others, and others, until the first

Walker Missionarj?- Home Avas found-

ed in 1868 under the Board. In 1929

the Homes Avere incorporated and
noAV have their oavu Trustees and
Board of Managers.

From a home for children the

Homes expanded to take in mission-

aries on furlough, nationals visiting

the USA, and retired missionaries.

From one house they greAV to seven,

located on three and a half acres of

land in the heart of Auburndale,

Mass. Workers and nationals from
14 countries have lived there.

Convention of the South

Many readers of The ChristiAjST

SiTN A^ill be interester in tAvo news

items Avhich Ave are reprinting from

the NcAvs Letter of the Convention

of the South Avhich is composed of

Congregational Christian Churches

Avhose membership is Negro. There

are 215 of these churches located in

tAvelve states of the southeast. They
haA'e a total membership of about 22,-

000. Superintendent -T. T. Stanley,

Greensboro, N. C, serves the Conven-

tion.

Nevj Director of Christian Education.

We are happy to announce the ap-

pointment of a New Director of Chris-

tian Education for the Convention of

the South. The Rev. Percel O. Alston

began Avork Avith us January 1, 1956.

Mr. Alston is the son of one of our

( -ongregational Christian ministers.

He has been interested and active in

church Avork from childhood. After

completing his college work, he en-

tered Andover - NcAvton Theological

Seminary where he has studied for

four years. He graduated from this

institution in 1954, Avith both the B.

(Continued on page 11.)

The Walker Missionary Homes
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News of Elon College
President L. E. Smith, Elon College, N. C.

A Program Designed to Improve

Conditions and Increase Facil-

ities for Resident Students

The expansion pro,!?i-am, iinder the

direction of President Leon Edgar

Smith, is designed to improve exist-

ing conditions and increase facilities

for resident enrollment at Elon Col-

lege. While it has been possible to

secure and maintain a capable and

well-trained faculty for the greatest

enrollment period in history, a great

percentage of the students are non-

residents. In order to keep pace with

the times, facilities for resident stu-

dents at Elon must be improved and
increased so that a better ratio may
be established between resident and

non-resident students.

Elon College is a church college.

In speaking of enrollment in church

colleges, President Edgar M. Carl-

son of Gustavus College, a Lutheran

school in Minnesota, said : "It is the

very nature of the chureli to be

dynamic and aggressive, seeking con-

stantly to expand its activities and
to bring more and more people under
the influence of its teaching. The
question posed to the church and to

the church college in the face of th*;

coming tidal wave of students is

whether the church is to resign itself

to a diminishing role in the total edu-

cational program. Can it expand its

facilities and its personnel so as to

hold its own in the total program or

even expand its share in the field of

higher education ? '

'

There are encouraging evidences

that Elon College shall find tlie re-

sources to underwrite the necessary

expansion of operation. The campaign
that is even now being conducted
throughout the Southern Conven-
tion and the willingness of various

church groups to accept responsibil-

ity, the financial support of Board of

Trustee members and friends of Elon
College, the desire of alumni to par-

ticipate, and the rapidly growing in-

terest of corporations in private col-

leges indicate that we shall hold our.
own or even expand our share in the

field of hig'her education.

All Elon College alumni are sin-

cerely urged to rally behind Dr. Smith
today in this twenty-fifth year of de-

voted service to Elon College, and
share in providing monies to bring

this forward movement to a success-

ful conclusion. Together we shall

not fail!

Mrs. Ruth G. Botd,

Alumni Secretary,

* * * # #

The Elon College Library

The Elon College Library, located

as it is in the center of the campus,
is in reality the heart and core of

most of the activities of the college.

More important than its location,

however, is the fact that its growth,
strength and services have kept pace
with all the other departments of the

college through the years.

Before 1924, the library occupied
three ordinary rooms on the third

floor of the old main building. Its

holdings were probably around 10,-

000 volumes. These were not too

well processed. The periodical col-

lection was comparatively small. The
fire of 1923 destroyed all except less

than 100 volumes.

Today, we enjoy a spacious and
comfortable building, convenien^lj'

located. The book collection numbers
more than 44,000 volumes, chosen
with care to meet the needs of every

department and reader. The General
Reference collection contains some
of the best in sets and single volumes
covering each of our departmental
fields and general knowledge. Out-
standing is the lai'ge number of per-

iodicals received regularly, represent-

ing every subject in our curriculum
and bringing to our campus national

and international news for serious

and recreational reading.

The staff has been increased from
one to three Avell-trained persons.

The library also provides for self-

help and training for from six to

eisht deserving students each year.

The Elon College Library takes a

pride in the beginning it has made
in providing material for audio-vis-

ual instruction in several fields. A
great majority of the more than 1,000

phonograph records are musical re-

cordings. These are used for three

main purposes : class instruction, mu-
sic appreciation, and personal enjoy-

ment. Other types of records are

used in teaching foreign languages,

poetry, drama, speech, and short sto-

ries. There is also a sizeable collec-

tion of filmstrips and slides. These

are used in teaching geography, his-

tory, art appreciation, and in other

courses. To accompany these teach-

ing aids, the library furnishes record

players of three speeds, a combination

filmstrip and slide projector, and a

large opaque projector.

A picture collection of several hun-

dred prints of varying size and qual-

ity have classroom instructional val-

ue and are also used as bulletin board

material and for other extra-curricu-

lar purposes.

The college, the church and the li-

brary staff are cooperating in the es-

tablishment of a special liberary of

Church History material, to be stored

and cared for in a designated room of

the library. This material will be

invaluable to persons doing research

in the history of the Congregational

Chirstian Church, especially of the

Southern Convention.

The library stafif is very happy that

the present expansion program will

include an additional tier of stacks

to take care of our overflow of books

and will also provide much needed

space to take care of the storage and

use of our audio-visual material.

The library is proud of the services

it renders to the community outside

the college circle. Frequent visitors,

especially ministers from nearby

churches, use the reference collection

and also borrow books for home use.

O-MA W Johnson,
Librarian.

* * * # *

After High School, What?

The number of high school grad-

iiates in the United States is increas-

ing rapidly. Every year there are

more eligibles for college. There are

a few more colleges, not many to

which to apply to for entrance. It

will be necessary for the average col-

lege to increase its facilities if all

high school graduates who want to go

to college are admitted.

Colleges are now debating what to

do. Some are seeking to solve the

problem by malting it more difficult

to enter. The high school graduates

with low grades and imperfect re-

cords may find entrance requirements

prohibitive. What you do after col-

lege will depend on what you do and

how well you do it in high school.

High school seniors, 1956, what do

you plan to do after you graduate

from high school? Go on and com-

plete your education, I hope. If so,

I would suggest two things. First,

apply yourself faithfully fyid diligent-
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ly. Make the best record you pos-

sibly can. A good record in high

school will be your best helper to en-

roll in a good college, and will com-

mend you favorably to your college

mates and instructors. Second, make

up your mind, select your college as

soon as possible and make your ap-

plication for entrance.

The better colleges are being filled

to capacity. Better rooms are being

reserved. Fifteen to twenty years

ago, there was plenty of room—no

particular need to hurry. The ap-

plicant would usually find acceptance

in the college desired, but today the

situation is dififerent. The college

that you desire will be glad to have

you if there is room. But if the

capacity is exhausted, you will be

compelled to go elsewhere.

But 3'ou say, yes, I expect to grad-

uate from high school, but I am not

interested in going on to college. I

am going to work. Believe it or not,

there are young people in this en-

lightened age who have arrived at

that decision. They have fairly good

high school records, their people are

able to finance their education, but

they prefer to do something else. At

present, this seems to be a wise course,

but by and by the majority of these

will realize their mistake. Hundreds
of high school graduates who reached

that decision years ago are now back

in college struggling against odds en-

deavoring to complete their educa-

tion.

Hisrh school graduates, now is the

tim.e for you to pursue your educa-

tion on through college that you may
be prepared for any eventuality that

may confront you in the coming days.

*****
Declaration of Purpose

Your attention is called to the

records of the churches in Virginia

and North Carolina. The Virginia

churches are committed to give sup-

port to Virginia Hall, a dormitory

for girls. They have accepted the

obligation to secure $150,000 toward
the cost of erecting this dormitory for

girls. The churches in North Caro-

lina have accepted the obligation to

secure $150,000 toward the cost of

erecting Carolina Hall, a dormitory

for boys. The college is acting as

monitor in the contest.

By glancing at the report you Avill

observe that from the standpoint of

the number of churches reporting,

Carolina is far ahead, but frofra the

standpoint of dollars and centij, Vir-

ginia is ahead. The ehjirches ii. both

states should be reminded that they

were requested to send in their sign-

ed Declarations by March 1, 1956.

February will soon be a matter of his-

tory. All churches are urged to send

in their declarations as quickly as

possible—certainly before the bien-

nial session of the Convention in

May.

Previously Reported:

CAROLINA HALL.

Name of Church Amount
Beverly Hills $ 886.00

Beginning Nov., 56; 5 years.

Bethlehem 294.00

Beginning 1957, 5 years.

Beluah 1,137.50

Center 281.75

Beginning Sept., 56; 5 years.

Eutaw Community 595.00

Beginning Jan., 56; 5 years.

Hope Mills 414.75

Beginning Jan., 57; 5 years.

Lebanon 939.75

Beginning Jan., 58; 10 years.

Mt. Zion 1,000.00

Beginning Jan., 56; 10 years.

Mt. Auburn 1,120.00

Beginning Jan., 56; 5 years.

New Hope , 1,048.25

Beginning 1957.

Pfafftown 463.75

Beginning Jan., 56; 5 years.

Shallow Ford 1,800.00

Beginning Oct., 56; 18 years.

Zion 175.00

Beginning Jan., 1956; 5 years.

Martha's Chapel 297.00

Church of the Covenant 175.00

Beginning Oct., 56 ; 5 years.

Church of Wide Fellowship 2,289.00

Beginning Jan., 57; 5 years.

VIEGINIA HALL.
Bethel $ 912.00

Beginning 1956; 10 years.

Ingram 1,748.25

Beginning Jan., 57; 8 years.

Union 2,019.00

Beginning Jan., 56; 5 years.

Windsor 2,841.00

Beginning Oct., 56; 5 years.

Suffolk 10,000.00

Beginning Oct., 1956; 5 years.

Additional Churches:

CAROLINA HALL.
Name of Church Amount

Monticello $ 822.50

Beginning Aug., 56; 5 years.

First Congregational Christian . . 2,308.00

Beginning 56 ; 5 years.

Payments.

N. C. and Va. Conference:

Zion $ 2.92

Bethel 202.00

Virginia Valley Conference

:

Bethlehem $75.00

Total $ 279.92

No new payments.

Apportionment Giving

There is a saying
'

' that a good start

makes a bad ending." This is not

always true, I am sure. As a whole,

contributions from our churches for

the college are ahead of any previous

j^ear todate. I am confident that the

churches will keep up this pace; that

we will not only stay ahead during

the year, but that we will finish the

year ahead of any previous year. The
total amount apportioned to the

churches is, as you know, $35,000.

May we keep pushing toward that

goal until it is reached. For each

local church to pay its apportionment

will require no particular hardship,

but all together, it will be a great

blessing to our college.

Previously reported .$ 2,937.32

Eastern N. C. Conference:

Morrisville $ 9.21

Eastern Va. Conference:

Antioch $ 67.00

Rosemont 20.00

96.21

Grand total $ 3,033.53

Religious Drama, "Where Your

Treasure Is," to be Broadcast

A religious drama titled "Where
Your Treasure Is" will be telecast

by NBC on Sunday, February 26, at

2 :30 to 3 p. m., EST, under the spon-

sorship of the Goodyear Tire and
Rubber Company. It will be tlie

third in a series of four helf-hour

filmed dramas presented one a month
on Sundays under the general title,

"His Way, His Word."

Apart from requiring opening

identification, there will be no com-

mercial or institutional messages,

"Where Your Treasure Is" tells

the story of an abandoned little girl

who is placed in the care of the town

Elder. The Elder puts the girl tem-

porarily in the care of the wealthy

merchant Aaron and his wife, who
have no children. Though the wife's

impulse is to give the child care and
affection, Aaron looks upon her as an

outlet for his pride and as a recipient

of all the luxuries he can lavish on

her.

When the child's response is not

W'hat he would like, he goes to the

town Elder and asks him to take the

child back. The Elder suspects the

difficulty and takes Aaron to hear

the Master teach. After a series of

dramatic incidents, Aaron does come

to learn that a child needs not lux-

uries and m^aterial things, but affec-

tion, care and understanding.

The fourth drama in the series,

"The Fruitless Fig Trees," will be

telecast on Sunday, March 25,
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Church Women at Work
With Emphasis on Missions

Mrs. J. H. Booth, Jr., Editor

143 Winchester Drive, Hampton, Va.

Betty Thelin Visits Winchester

We in Winchester had a rare treat

recently when Betty (Mrs. Guy)

Thelin came to spend a few days Avith

us at the parsonage. It was a time to

which we had looked forward since

we learned she was coming to the

States for a while.

Our Missions Circle (organized be-

cause some women in our Fellowship

felt the need for more Mission study

than regular circle meetings afford)

bears her name—Betty Thelin.

We folloAV the work of the Thelins

with interest, and whereas our sup-

port in a tangible Avay is by no means

what we Avould like it, the members of

the Missions Circle feel a close kin-

ship to fellow Christians at a certain

spot 7 degrees above the equator on

Mindanao because Betty and Guy are

there working among them.

The Betty Thelin Circle entertain-

ed for her in the parsonage social hall

on Thursday evening, February 2.

Every church in the Valley Confer-

ence had been invited because Ave

Avanted to share such blessing. The

weather, however, has a way of get-

ting stubborn in this valley in Feb-

ruary and not a guest dared brave

the icy roads. A group of about

thirty-five of our OAvn folks, liOAvever,

felt fully repaid when they saw the

lovely slides, Avere introduced to beau-

tiful costumes of unusual fabrics,

modeled by two of our OAvn men and
women; listened to the music and
heard t)ie inspiring message of a mis-

sionary Avhose life is truly dedicated

to our Avork of the Kingdom in the

Philippines.

In fact, Avhen one is privileged to

listen to Betty Thelin, one is obliged

to catch the wonderful spirit that is

a vital part of her and become Avith

ber a citizen of One World.

The special hour Avas delightful

since it privileged some of our people

to meet Betty personally for the first

time and others to ImoAV her better.

Is it selfish to Avish that we might
have the inspiration of visits and fel-

loAvship Avith "real live missionaries"

more often ?

Mrs. Robert A. Whitten,

Meet Laiia Khury

A tiny strip of land knoAvn as

Trans-Jordan, just below Palestine,

is the home of Laila Khury. Her

home toAvn is Ramallah. The major-

ity of the people in Jordan are Mos-

lem, but Laila belongs to the Greek

Orthodox Church, partly because one

of her grandfathers Avas a priest.

Laila is a girl of much ability. She

lias finished her four years' Avork at

Elon, all except one course in Physics,

"Blessed Are They"

Blessed are they who are pleasant to live

with.

Blessed are they who sing in the morning,
Whose faces have smiles for their early

adorning,

Who come in to breakfast companioned with

cheer,

Who won't dwell on trouble or entertain

fear,

Whose eyes smile so bravely, whose Hps
curve to say,

"Life, I salute you! Good morning, new
day!"

Blessed are they who are pleasant to live

with.

Blessed are they who give of their best.

Who bring to the home bright laughter, gay
jest,

Who make themselves charming for no other

reasoh

Than charm is a blossom for home's every
season,

Who bestow love on others throughout the
long day

—

Pleasant to live with and blessed are they.

—Selected.

iiii:iiiiiii:iiiiiiiliiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiii<iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii

Avhicli <^he is taking this quarter. She
is takino' classes in Math at the Uni-
versity of North Carolina in Chapel
Hill, and classes in Education at

Woman's T'olloge in Greensboro. In

addition to this, she earns part of her
expenses by teaching Algebra and
Endish at niglit school. Slie hopes
to finish Avork on her M. A. by the

end of summer, all except her thesis.

"Elon is such a friendly place,"

sfiys Laila. "The students are all so

nice to me. I am glad I chose this col-

lege. " Laila is known by some of the

students as "Madame Khury," a

title she Avell deserves. She enjoys

the campus life in general and she

especially likes tennis. She does

gardening at home, and her hobbies
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here are collecting stamps, embroidery

and knitting. Laila had the misfor-

tune to lose her father last year just

before commencement, but she sum-

moned up courage to go through the

last day of commencement and re-

ceive the award for the student mak-

ing the most improvement during the

year.

At home in Ramallah, Laila has her

mother, a married brother, and a

sister in Teachers' Training College.

She likes American foods, all except

hot dogs. At home, she eats more

lamb. They have strong coffee in

small cups often, and the Avomen

spend the morning in the kitchen.

There are seven tribes in Hamallah,

though Laila 's family is not a mem-
ber of one. After marriage, a girl

usually follows the man's religion,

except catholic.

Laila is being sponsored by the

Business and Professional Women's
Club of Burlington. She plans to

teach Math in College and has al-

ready had a teaching job offered her

at home. Laila has a busy schedule,

but Avill have free time during spring

holidays, April l-8th, Avhen she may
be available to speak.

Mrs. W. J. Andes.

* * # * «

Fran Riggs Writes

Dear Friends:

Our biggest event last month was

the flood. But we have been feeling

very silly Avith our little flood after

reading about the tremendous storm

that hit California. Our letter home

must have reached California just

after the Avater started pouring on

that state. All that I can say is that

I am very thankful nothing like that

hit our villages ! It miaht have been

really gruesome ! I am thankful, too,

that modern civilization stepped in

so fast to fish people out of the water

there in California. Ed read in the

paper last night that some two thou-

sand dollars had been sent from

India to help in relief Avork in Cal-

ifornia.

Life as a family continues to be

very pleasant. I am amazed at hoAV

Avell the children keep in the country

here. The first set of colds they got

for a long time came Avhen we had a

number of unusually cold nights just

at the beginning of the neAV year.

Since moving to Kilanjunai the chil-

dren have been in excellent condition

and bothered with only an occasional

cold or upset.

(Continued o^ page 13.)
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Dedication of the Altar at Great

Bridge Church

Dedication Service Prepared by

Rev. Jack T. Akin, Minister.

Mr. and Mrs. Sam P. Frost have

given to our church an altar group,

consisting of the altar, one 24-inch

cross, two three-pronged candelabra,

two candle sticks, a candle lighter,

two vases ; the gold drapes around the

altar; two bench-type altar chairs;

and one pulpit stand. They also paid

for having one of the old pulpit

stands painted white and striped in

gold to match the color scheme of the

group.

Our church people have shown
their gratitude in many ways ; but in

no Avay more acceptably than by dem-

onstrating the deep sense of rever-

ence that has taken hold of their

hearts as they have worshipped be-

fore the altar. This, I think, is the

finest response they could make and

is, I am sure, the onh^ thanks the

givers shall ever expect in return for

the gift.

And now we come to dedicate this

gift to the glory of God and to the

memory of

Samuel C. Whitehurst,

Betty Whitehukst Parsons,

and

Clifton E. Whitehurst.

A memorial plaque has been en-

araved with these names and will be

attached to the altar at the conclus-

ion of this dedication.

In the words of Paul in his letter

to the Philippians: "Whatever is

true, whatever is honorable, whatever

is just, whatever is pure, whatever is

lovely, whatever is gracious," upon
these things let this altar ever inspire

us to think.

First, we dedicate this altar to God,

Eternal and All-Conquering Love,

Creator of the world, who sent his

Son that the world might be saved.

Second, we dedicate this altar to

Jesus whose supreme example of fi-

delity to purpose has set a light burn-

ing in the hearts of men ; whose cru-

cifiixion has left us the symbol of the

cross, and resurrection, the soft burn-

ing tapers.

Third, we dedicate this altar to the

Holy Spirit who shall teach us in all

things and lead us into certainty of

the Christian life.

Fourth, we dedicate this altar to

the Open Bible, upon whose pages

walk the holy men of God and who
talk of all the wonders of Jesu? Christ.

Fifth, we dedicate this altar to

Prayer, in the act of which we stand

in the presence of God to declare our

thanks, confess our sins, and to re-

ceive strength.

Sixth, we dedicate this altar to

Truth, factual and tangible in so far

as these can satisfy the deep yearn-

ings of the soul ; but truth as it is

knoAvn in personal experience with

Jesus, in faith, in hope, in sentiments,

in emotions when the tangible aspects

of truth break down and leave the

heart in doubt and tunnoil.

Seventh, we dedicate this altar to

Peligion, to the traditional aspects of

religion in so far as creeds and state-

ments and doctrines can lift human-
ity from what it is to what it hopes

to be ; but to the experimental aspects

of religion when the heart refuses to

be satisfied by mere affirmation alone

and when it must move out into the

realm of trial and error in charting a

course through the primeval forest

of human nature where the way is

little known or seldom traveled and
where truth to be known is as im-

portant as truth that is, and where no

step is taken without thought or

refused to be taken without loss.

Eighth, we dedicate this altar to

All Things Beautiful. As a place to

dedicate each new-born child ; as the

starting point for the graceful un-

folding of every life ; as a symbol of

all that is highest in music and litera-

ture and art ; as a happy place where
marriage vows are solemnly spoken;

before which the highest elements of

praise are sent forth to God. In

front of which the gospel of good

news when pi'oclaimed shall work
kindness in the human heart, smiles

and laughter upon human lips, the

magic of genuine concern in the liu-

man handshake—and set a dream iii

the forefront of every mind.

With all eight candles new burn-

ing, one lighted as each of the eight

things for which the altar is to be

dedicated was named, it is as though

the altar is alive in essence with the

things it is dedicated to represent

—

God, Jesus, the Holy Spirit, the Open
Bible, Prayer, Truth, P«ligion, and
All Things Beautiful—and that the

words of Jesus are again filling the

sanctuary with "Let your light so

shine."

Many people go through life with-

out knowing tlie real joy of giving,

the greater depth it gives to the soul,

the real satisfaction and peace that

come as a result of it. Only those

who give can know but then never

fully perhaps. For giving begets

more giving and each incident ac-

cumulates in happiness. No happiness

is ever quite so exciting as that of

sharing with others. To try to ex-

plain tliis happiness is like trying to

explain the inexplicable. There is

more in feelings than words can re-

veal, but it is fun to try to manacle
the feelings and to subdue them to

words. This I have tried to do in a

poem that I call, "The Altar of My
Heart." I wrote it just for this oc-

casion and dedicate it to the Frosts.

As Abel brought an off'riiig

from the firstlings of his flocks,

Anrl Abram wliile in Mamre,
built an altar from the rocks;

I, too, have brought an off'ring

of my substance to impart,

And dedicate to fashion me
an altar of my heart.

As Jacob made a pillow

from the stones upon the ground,
And lay in great discomfort

while angels loitered 'round;

T, too, have lain on pillows hard
and wrestled with the dark,

Until I learned to sleep

before the altar of my heart.

As Solomon the cedars brought
from Lebanon's high peak,

And raised the temple beautiful

without the axe to speak;

I, too, have searched my heart

and brought the things I've held apart.

And dedicated them to build

the altar of my heart.

The white shall represent to me
the purity within,

The gift of God in Jesus

who redeemed the world from sin:

The open Book shall be to me
my guide before I start,

And light by which to walk
before the altar of my heart.

The graceful folds within the drapes

of gold on either side,

Shall speak to me of all the grace

and love of Him who died

;

The candle's soft and kindly light

shall e'er to me impart,

The love of him wlio reigns

upon the altar of my heart.

And so I pray as time goes by
and older I shall grow,

That I may love him all the more
and more of gladness show

;

Until my candle burns down low

and I invade the dark,

And Jesus stands in person

at the altar of my heart.

The Prayer op Dedication :

Eternal God, we dedicate this altar

to thy glory. As long as men shall

come to this church to worship may
tlipy find here the beauty by which to

rise from the commonplace to the

sublime, the inspiration to cut them
loose from the shackles of human
bondage that they may know the free-

dom of thy Spirit, and the courage

to enable them to effectively bring in

thy kingdom upon earth, Anien.
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Youth at Work in the Church
Rev. John S. Graves, Editor, Box 336, Elon College, N. C.

On Growing

"I spoke to the lovely rosebud,

moist with the morning dew; Its

petals just appearing—a rose of crim-

son hue ;
' What is your occupation ?

'

And I heard the rosebud say in

thoughtful meditation: 'I shall grow

a little today.' "—C. M. KvUiam.

Growing pains manifested them-

selves in the Elon College Community

Church last October and the Junior

High Pilgrim Fellowship Avas organ-

ized. Since that time the twenty-three

boys and girls who are members and

their advisers have been helped to

grow by many persons.

The Parish House of the Church

could give us a home but we needed

furnishings. Our sponsor. Circle No.

3 of the Women's Society, aided us

in this phase of growing by making

it possible for our home to be made
more livable thru the addition of a

table for a worship center and drap-

eries for our windows.

Dr. and Mrs. W. W. Sloan brought

joy to us by giving the church a

piano which we, along with other

groups, have the pleasure of using.

We have been enabled to learn

something of Puerto Rico, Japan and

India from the personal experiences

of Joyce Myers, "Joe" Morita, and

Dr. James Hess. The Rev. and Mrs.

W. J. Andes, Miss Ruth Dunn and

others have been generous in their

assistance on programs and activities.

At Christmas we joined with the

Senior High Pilgrim Fellowship
group to go caroling and in present-

ing the "Hanging of the Greens" in

the Parish House.

On Saturday night, December 31,

we enjoyed a Watch Night Party.

The Rev. and Mrs. Andes, Mr. and

I\Irs. E. L. Smith, :Mrs. K. K. Hughes
and others helped make this party a

success. The climax of the occasion

was an inspiring Avorship service

which Miss Ruth Dunn, our co-ad-

viser, directed.

The Youth Week Season was a time

of felloAvship Avith the Senior High

P. F.'ers of oxir church as Avell as

other young people of our OAvn de-

nomination and other denominations.

Our Youth Week banquet, attended

by fifty young persons, was prepared

and served by Circles No. 3 and No.

4 of the \yomen's Society. IMiss

Tommie Boland from the Senior High
Group Avas an able toastmistress. Dr.
Earl Danieley gave us much "food
for thought" about hoAv to let God
help us choose a vocation.

During February Ave have been in-

A ited to join Avith the Student Chris-

tian Association of the college to see

the film, "The Song of the Shining
Mountain." We also plan to have a
program on '

'Why Manners 1
'

'

The Action Commission of the

Junior High P. F. is Avorking on our
Mission Study for March. This Avill

be a series of programs on "Indian
Americans—These Our Neighbors.

'

'

For one program in this series, Frank-
ie Rich of Burlington is to show and
tell ITS about his collection of Indian
articles. We also plan to have an
Indian American Partj^

We wish to have a part in the

building of a new church here in Elon
College so plans are underAvay for a

P. F. breakfast so that Ave may meet
with Mr. Curtis Shumacher and
others to learn how we can further

these efforts.

Only thru the extreme cooperation,

Avillingness and eagerness of many
groups and individuals have we been
able to groAV to this point. We so-

licit their continued tfforts on the

part of young people who are interest-

ed and loyal to their church and Avith

Avhom it is a pleasure to groAv.

"Ye also helping together by prayer
for us, that for the gift bestoAved

upon us by the means of many per-

sons thanks may be given by many on
our behalf."—II Corinthians 1:11.

Edith Brannock.
Co-Advisor.

Junior High Pilgrim FelloAvsliip.

* * * * *

Eastern North Carolina Spring

Rally

Tlie Eastern North Carolina Pil-

grim FelloAvship will hold its Spring
Rally on February 26, 1956, at the

Walce Chapel Congregational Chris-

tian Church, near Fuquay Spi'ings,

N. C. Registration Avill begin at 2:30.

The meeting will be held from 3:00-

5 :00 p. m. (There Avill be no picnic

supper.)

There has been much careful plan-

ning to make our rallies more enjov-
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able. We think this type will be en-

joyed by all. There Avill be a very

interesting program and the attend-

ance trophy Avill be presented.

Let's all try to attend and make
this Rally one we'll all be proud of.

Jean Capps,

Reporter.

# * * * *

Pleasant Ridge Pilgrim Fellowship

The Senior High Pilgrim Fellow-

ship of Pleasant Ridge Christian

Church has had some very interesting

programs in the past fcAV months. We
would lik'e to share our ideas Avith

other groups.

A program entitled, "Rumors,"
Avas given by Peggy Simth. We learn-

ed hoAV rumors get started and how
stories can be altered unconsciously

as they are told over and over.

A Panel led by Emma Allen dis-

cussed and answered questions on the

Four Gospels. There Avas a panel of

young people and one of adults and
the young people made high score!

Those participating were : Bill All-

red, Mr. and I\Irs. Earl LoAvdermilk,

Mrs. Archie Rumley, Elaine Beane,

Larry Cox, James Beane and Hilda

Rumley.

The Thanksgiving Program was

given by Elaine Beane and Emma
Allen.

At Christmas the group Avent

Christmas Caroling to the homes of

the sick and shutin in the community.

On New Year's Eve the group met
for a Watch Night Service. The pro-

gram was conducted by James Beane.

In January a Quiz on the Four
Gospels Avas staged in the form of a

spelling bee. Kitty Lee Smith was
in charge of the program.

Hilda Rumley,
Reporter.

* * «= * *

South Norfolk Young People

The young people of the South

Norfolk Congregational Christian
Church climaxed Youth Week by
conducting the Evening Worship
Service, February 5, 1956. The pro-

gram Avas centered around the theme,

"Let Your Light So Shine," at which

time a candlelight service Avas held.

The program was opened Avith the

Call to Worship by Jack Wagner.
The congregation sang "More Love

to Thee," followed by prayer by
Alan Harrell.

Sammy Nelson, Youth Director,

gave the opening ramarks and then

(Continued on page 13.)



Febrwiry S3, 1S56 THE CHRISTIAN SUN

Page^ for Our Childrefi-:>

Mrs. R. L. House, Editor, 1045 23d St., Newport News, Va.

Dear Boys and Girls :

The boys and girls at Magruder

School in Newport News have a new

and interesting- friend. His name is

Cho Sung Hi Gillespi. Cho Siing

is a Korean boy who was about six

years old when the war broke out in

his land.

Because he was so young, he doesn't

remember too much about what hap-

pened, except the horrible night some

men came to his home and killed his

mother, father and his older brother.

The little boy and his sister were

spared b'ecause they had been well

hidden and because a street incident

took the soldiers from his home. The

family pet, a cat, was killed at the

same time, and now Cho Sung has

an intense dislike of cats, probably

due to this sad incident.

He and his sister fled, traveling

from place to place with other boys

and girls who had no homes. They

walked from day to day and some-

where along the way, he became

separated from her, and she has been

lost to him ever since.

Finally the Korean boy was placed

in a camp with a group of boys and

girls who were displaced. Here, he

was met by Dr. J. G. W. Gillespie,

who was serving in Korea, and who
had gone seeking some children be-

cause he missed his own so badly. A
real friendship grew between Cho

Sung Hi and the doctor. Dr. Gil-

lespie wrote to his wife and children

at home about this boy of whom he

was so fond. Mrs. Gillespie wrote

back: "Why not adopt him?" and it

was then that the long tangled ball

of red tape between our government

and the Korean government was set

for unraveling. Mrs. Gillespie work-

ed long and hard, with trips, visits

and letters to obtain adoption papers

and enterance visa for this little boy.

A few days after Christmas, the

family was surprised, and pleased,

when their 'phone rang and a voice

over the wire said: "Will you come

to Patric Henry Airport, please. Cho
Sung Hi has arrived." You can

imagine how excited everyone was,

and how quickly they traveled to the

airport for their new son.

He added Gillespie to his name
and after the holidays he went to

school, entering the first grade in

order to learn English, although he

is twelve years old. My daughters,

who know him, report that he gets

along nicely in his new language as

long as only one person talks to him

at the time, but that if several start,

Cho Sung soon becomes confused. He
is a nice looking youngster, with

bright eyes, and a cheerful smile.

American ways are being quickly

learned. He now has two older A-

merican brothers, one of whom is in

college, and a younger sister at

home. He likes the family dog very

much, and .strange to say has two

favorite foods: spag'hetti and bacon.

WAR IN AN ATOMIC AGE.
(Continued from page 2.)

fairs (appointed .jointly by the World
Council and the International Mis-

sionary Council). Of some one hun-

dred churchmen from Europe and
America who are expected to attend

this "regional" conference, eighteen

will be appointed from the United

States.

The Arnoldshain iiieetiiig will ap-

praise and report on

:

1. The Christian responsibility to

aspirations of people for peace,

order, justice, security and

freedom.

2. The Christian responsibility for

living together in international,

social and economic relation-

ships.

3. The Christian responsibility to

State, Government and inter-

government organizations.

The commission will consider these

specific problems in the light of gen-

eral principles set forth at the World
Council of Churches Evanston As-

sembly in 1954 by the groups study-

ing "Responsible Society" and "In-

ternational Affairs.
'

'

CONVENTION OF THE SOUTH.
(Continued from page 5.)

D. and S. T. M. degrees. For three

summers, Mr. Alston worked in

Summer Conferences and among
churches in the convention of the

South as Student Summer Pastor. In

July, 1954, he became Director-Pas-

tor of the Dorchester Cooperative

Community Center and the Midway
Church, Mcintosh, Georgia, where he

still serves. He is alref<d\ well known
to many of us,
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A Long Record.

The Rev. P. R. Alexander is 94

years old and is still a faithful and

beloved pastor of four churches in

the N. C. Christian. Conference.

He built and has been pastor of

Mt. Zion Church, Henderson, for 55

years ; Jerusalem - Palmer Springs,

Va., 45 years; Whites' Grove, Nor-

lina, 45 years and Bethlehem, Man-
son, for 28 years.

I'm Glad I'm White, But . . .

The following little editorial was
excerpted from The Vagabond, a
booklet published in St. Petersburg

by Thomas Drier, who is a close

fi-iend of Elliot Layman Fisher, a

member of our church. Mr. Fisher

called it to our attention.

"One Sunday last July, the Rev.

Robbins Ralph, associate minister and
superintendent of the Florida Con-

gregational Christian Conference,
preached an unforgetable sermon in

the Church-by-th-Sea, his old pas-

torate at Madeira Beach.

"He told his hearers why he was
glad to be white. He and his wife

and children are free to Jjoard any
bus or train, eat at any hotel or

restaurant, get seats in any theater,

enjoy the shade of the grandstand at

Lang Field instead of being com-

pelled to sit on open bleachers \\\ the

hot sun—a long list of advantages

enjoyed by white people in this sup-

posedly Christian, democratic coun-

tiy.

He also told them that he was an
ii;ihap])y white ]nan because he and
his kind are responsible for the in-

justices inflicted upon Negroes. His

heart goes out to Negroes who are

confined to slum areas and white peo-

ple of all grades are free to live where
they please. He, like others who love

justice and are practicing Christians,

can see no excuse for a system which
confines 13 per cent of the popula-

tion of St. Pi'ter.sburg to two per cent

of the land.

"It is clear to him. that whites are

condemning the Negroes to a life of

inferiority and are preventing those

joeople from contributing their best.

He is not proud of being white when
lie til inks about that.

"He concluded his sermon by say-

ing, 'I beg your pardon if I have

spoken in such a way as to disturb

3'onr thinking. 1 beg God's pardon

if I have not.' "

—

Prom Congrega-

tional Newsletter, First Church, Ashe-

ville,
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Sunday School Lesson
By Rev. H. S. Hardcastle, D. D.

Jesus Faces the City

Ijesson X

—

March 4, 1956.

Memoi.'Y Sei^ection :"// tliou hadst

known, even thou, at least in this

thy day, the things which, helong to

thy peace!" Luke 19:42.

Backgrot;nd ScRiPTrRE: Luke 19:

28-20 : 47.

Devotion \i. Readtng: Tvevelation 21 :

22-22 :5.

The time liarl come for Jesus pub-

licly to ackuoAvledge his Messiahship.

His entry into Jerusalem, which is

nsuallv called the "Triumphal En-

try," was that public announcement.

Tt was a colorful, dramatic event.

Here was a hupe crowd of people,

some followino: from Bethany, some

comin.!? out from Jerusalem, in color-

ful costumes, excited, enthusiastic,

laying: down their garments on the

roadway, and cryinsr out in glad

voices a song of praise to the One

who was coming "in the name of the

Lord," and waving palm branches as

they sang.

And in the midst of it all, there sat

on an humble beast of burden and a

symbol of peace, the Man in whose

honor all this was taking place. He
^^as poised and calm. He was not

fooled by it all. To be sure, he un-

doubtedly appreciated this show of

enthusiasm, and he was not ungrate-

ful for it. But he knew what Avas in

mau. He knew how fickle meji were.

He Is-new that a part of the crowd

which today was crying out "Hosan-

na, blessed be the King that cometh

in the name of the Lord," would on

Friday be crying out, "Crucify him,

crucify him." So he kept his peace.

Wliat were his thoughts? How did

he feel? It woukl be interesting to

know the ansAver to these questions.

Behold the King!

He did not look like a king. To be

sure there must have been a quiet

dignity and poise aboiat Jesus that

was impressive. And he must have

been a fine specimen of manhood. He
had good blood in him, and he canib

oi' royal lineage. But there was no

croAvn upon his head, no military es-

cort, no chariot or even a horse, no

banners, no royal robe clothing him.

Instead, dressed as an ordinary man,

he rode alopg on a donlcey, an hirable

beast of burden and a symbol of

peace. A king indeed !

But he was a King. He was pub-

licity proclaiming his sovereignty and

liis Kingdom—a sovereignty not bas-

ed 031 force, but on love, and a King-

dom already present and yet to come.

He was the King, the King of kings,

and of the increase of his government

there should be no end, and he was

to rule forever and forever. Amen.
These folks didn't know that. Such

thought of him as a king was in terms

of an earthly king, ruling in Jerusa-

lem, restoring Israel to her former

greatness and glory, and. destroying

or subjugating all her enemies. His

Kingdom was to be in this world, but

not of it. It was not to be meat and

drink, but righteousness and peace

and joy in the Holy Spirit. It was
the rule or reign of God in human
hearts and in society. That rule was

to be univei*sal.

Quenching Enthusiasm.

"And some of the Pharisees from

among the multitude said unto him,

Master rebuke thy disciples." Like

a lot of folks today, these straight-

laced old fogies couldn't stand any
enthusiasm or show of emotion in re-

ligion. On an occasion like this, when
the heart just overflov/ed with emo-

tion, they wanted the IMaster to tell

the people to "eat it out." Strange,

isn't it, how inconsiderate folks can

sometime be ! Folios who want every-

thing to be so precise and prim in re-

ligion, will become so warmed up and
enthusiastic at a ball game or a box-

ing bout or at a movie. To be sure,

things should be done decently and
in order. But one suspects that it

might help if we had more emotion in

religion. The heart has a place as

well as the head. Emotion has a

place as well as intellect. Religion

can be so precise and punctilious and
correct that it is dead. One reason

why the so-called "splinter sects"

make such a strong appeal to so many
folks is because they have a tremen-

dous appeal to the emotions. The es-

tablished churches could use a little

more warmth and heart. In fact the

word entlmsiasm means to be filled

Avith God.

God and Cities.

When Jesus came around the bend

in the road that leads from Bethany

Felruary 23, 1956

on doAATi to Jerusalem, he saw the

Holy City in all her splendor. Writ-

ers and those Avho have seen Jerusa-

lem from this vantage point say that

it is a scene that takes one's breath.

One Avould have supposed that it

Avould have given our Lord a thrill to

see it on that lovely spring day. But

strangely enough, Avhen he saAV the

city, "He Avept over it." To be sure,

he saw the striking panorama spread

out before him, dominated by the

Temple in all its magnificence, sitting

in the midst of it. But he saw some

things that others did not see—he saw

the poverty, the filth, the ignorance,

the inequities, the immorality, the

sorroAvs, the heart-aches, the sins, the

sufferings, the dead formalities, the

indifference, the disobedience, and

other things. He also spelled out,

CA'cn though others did not see it, the

imminent doom of the city. Indeed,

lie boldly and bluntly described it

—

"the days Avill come upon thee, that

thine enemies will cast a trench about

thee, and compass thee around, and

keep thee in on every side, and they

shall lay thee even Avith the ground,

and thy children Avithin thee; and

they shall not leave in thee, one stone

upon another; because thou knewest

not the time of thy visitation." The

city had so many chances to repent

and mend its ways. Even now, he

was offering the people another

chance. But, alas, their eyes were

blinded, and their hearts were stop-

ped, and so they allowed the great

chance to pass. When God looks at

our modern cities, he must weep at

what he sees there—slums, disease,

ignorance, loneliness, drinking, gam-

bling, prostitution, callousness, im-

personality, heart-aches and heart-

breaks, and more. Christ Aveeping

over Jerusalem is a revelation of the

heart of a God Avho cares about cities.

Begiyming at the Church.

"And he went into the Temple."

The first place Jesus visited Avhen he

went to Jerusalem Avas the Temple.

And it Avas there that he pronounced

God's judgment on the formality and

the carelessness and the callousness

of the religious center of the nation's

life. Perhaps it would be thus today.

Before ever society can be cleansed

and redeemed, the Church must put

its house in order. Judgment must

begin first at the house of God. 0;dy

a purified, rencAved, and consecrated

Church can save our disordered so-

ciety, or at least release the power of

Christ which alone can do this.

Would Jesus be pleased Avith Avbat

(Continued on page 13.)
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CHURCH WOMEN AT WORK.

(Continued from page 8.)

Christmas was a lot of fun this

year—especially for the parents. We
placed most of the presents at the

foot of the ehildrens' beds. When it

Avas barely light Lonis discovered his.

The "oil's" and "ah's" that came

out were really something. We had

a hard time getting l^reakfast finished,

but after breakfast Ave had our regu-

lar tree, vvith twelve children to share

in the fun. AVe began with Christmas

songs, one for the Tamil children who

belong to the hospital staff, and one

for the children in our home. After

the songs, the Christmas stoi'y, and

the presents.

Onr tree Avas the green paper one

we had gotten from Montgomery
Ward's, and the decorations mostly

those saved from years before. The

children did all the decorating, and

so felt the tree was theirs. I hated

taking the tree doAvn, and didn't

finally put the things aAvay until

January 5, the day before Martha's

second birthday.

Poor Martha—didn't have much of

a birthday. We sent Daddy to

Madura to buy a toy, but he missed

the last bus that could get him to the

stores before they closed. Olive Lor-

beer sent a present thru Miss Mont-

gomery, Avho came for a short visit,

so Martha had one clown doll, which

she seems to enjoy as much as she

would have a Avliole bunch of things.

That evening Ave had a big cake, and

it was shared again by the hospital

younger set. So Martha didn't seem

to realize she had been neglected. Joy,

I think, got a big kick out of having

her little sister grow up some, and has

been taking her in tow, more and

more, as a play companion.

We have enjoyed our big Christmas

mails a lot, and feel reluctant to get

ordinary-sized "posts" again. Keep
the letters coming.

Cordially,

Fran Riggs.

*****
Burlington Women Hear Dr. Hess

Monday evening, February 6 is a

date the Burlington Women Avill not

soon forget. It marked a great in-

spirational meeting, Avhen the auxi-

liary had the privilege of hearing Dr.

James Hess, of Elon College. Dr.

Hess Avho had spent 35 years of ser-

vice in India spoke on "Christian

Missions in a Changing World." Dr.

Hess spoke of India as "the birth-

place of religions, each in reaUty, an

effort to find a way to God." From

a background of deep experiences.

Dr. Hess called our attention to the

sincere religious deA'otion of the peo-

ple of India, and of their personal

sacrifices to tlie gods of their faith.

Dr. Hess spoke of directing this de-

votion into Christian channels, that

such a dcA Otion Avould
'

' set the world

on fire by the poAver of the Lord Jesus

Christ." Thinking of our OAvn re-

sponsibility to India, Dr. Hess closed

Avith these Avords, "Shall we stand

still or haven't Ave the right slant

votion—may Ave not channel it for

Christ.

The Auxiliary expresses its sincere

appreciation to Dr. Hess and Mrs.

Henry Robinson, Mission Study

Chairman, for this outstanding pro-

gram.

Preceding the program, the Aux-

iliary enjoyed a covered dish supper,

folloAved by a business session, Mrs.

Ed King presiding.

Uefore the business session, a splen-

did devotional on "Suppose They

Had Quit,
'

' Avas given by Miss Carrie

McLean Taylor. This too, carried the

thought of devotion to the task Christ

gave his first disciples, to preacli the

gospel of Christ. That task also be-

longs to us who claim to be his fol-

lowers.

The Auxiliary looks forward to the

many activities of the spring months,

believing that "Faith can conquer

every obstacle."

"This is the victory that overcom-

eth the world, even our faith.
'

' I John

5:4.

Mrs. M. Z. Rhodes,

Publicity Chairman.

* * * *

Apple's Chapel Reports Good Start

The neAv church year luis found the

Women's FelloAVship group of Ap-

ple's Chapel Church busy and Avilling

to Avork.

Under the leadership of our nCAv

president, Mrs. E. W. BroAvn, Ave find

ourselves more determined to Avorlv

and to help those in need.

We count it a privilege to sluire our

blessings Avith others, as Ave did i)i

November. A fellowship program

Avas given, centered around a honse-

Avarming for our pastor and his fam-

ily, the Reverend and Mrs. Bland

Leebrick. The surprised look on their

faces that soon changed to joy, Avas

a cause for happiness to all Avho Avere

there.

The Thank Offering program, the

Harvest Sale, and our Christmas pro-

gram have been some of the outstand-

ing ones thus far.

In January, Ave met in the lovely

parsonage and enjoyed the fine hos-

pitalitA' of Mr. and Mrs. Leebrick.

A candle-light service Avas held. As
Ave Avatched the candles burn and
then go out, Ave Avere made to realize

that the light in our lives could easi-

ly go out if Ave carelessly let it do so.

But with the help of God, Ave shall

not let it go out, but shall strive to

keep it shining brighter during 1956.

IMrs. Tom Oliver,

Reporter.

YOUTH AT WORK IN THE
CHURCH.

(Continued from page 10.)

brief talks on dedication of pliysical

strength, time, thoughts, voice, ma-
terial possessions and love Avere pre-

sented by Linda Curling, Brenda
Harris, Billy Harrell, Lois Forehand,

Eugene Tull, and Carolyn Blades.

After each talk the speaker lighted a

candle from a tall candle represent-

ing Christ. Also, on the program Avere

the Junior Youth Group Avho sang

"Take My Life and Let It Be," Kay
Rodgers Avho sang "Give of Your
Best to the Master," Mrs. Sammy
Nelson Avho presented the Scripture

Readings and Mrs. Melvin Thomas
Avho sang "Let the Beauty of Jesus

Be Seen in Me" and "I Would be

True." At the end of the program,

each member of the congregation was
presented a candle as a means of self-

dedication and a large circle Avas

formed around the church sanctuary.

After the congregation sang "Blest

Be The Tie," Mr. Nelson gave the

closing remarks and the Benedieition.

The Youth Group has been very

active in the church during the past

year under the leadership and guid-

ance of Mrs. C. M. Robinson, Mrs. C.

N. Harris and Mr. Eugene Tull.

Sammy Nelson,

Youth Director.

SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON.
(Continued from page -12.)

he Avould see in our churches if he

came to our town ? Ask the members
of your class Avhat things he might
criticize and condemn if he came into

them today.

Based on "International Sunday School
Lessons;" Copyrighted 1954 by Division of

Christian Education, National Council of the
Churches in the U. S. A,



Page Fourteen THE CHRISTIAN SUN Fehruary 23, 1950

The Christian Orphanage
John G. Tbuitt, Superintendent

Dear Friends:

Thanks for the report this week,

bringing- our total for this Golden

Anniversary year up already to $5,-

942.71. We hope this good year to be

able to pay off the balance of an ac-

cumulated '"drought years" deficit

of $11,500,00, plus current monthly

accounts carried over into 1956 of

$10,290.71.

During 1955 Ave spent $9,531.71 on

repairs, furnaces, plumbing, roofing,

wiring, painting, etc. Our buildings

look nicer, are more comfortable, and

better in every way than they have

been for a good while.

Besides this the superintendent's

liome lias been paid for in full with-

out cutting into the current funds.

And furthermore $3,000.00 has been

paid this year on previous indebted-

ness. Also we have spent the sum of

$2,576.95 on new equipment for the

buildings, furniture, floor covering

for some of the bedrooms, new mat-

ti-esses and fixtures of various kinds.

We have tried to bring the build-

ings and grounds up to the scores of

requests from members of our consti-

tuency who have visited the orphan-

age. We cannot do all that Ave Avould

like to do, but we believe avc have

done just about as Avell as we can and
at the same time do the main job of

earing for the children. Adding the

figure for the repairs to the buildings

to the figure spent for new furniture

and other necessary equipment, you
get a total of $12,107,666, or a little

more than an average of one thou-

sand dollars per month. So I think

the record Avill shoAV that Ave have

tried to do a good job along that line

and tried to make the physical plant

not only more conducive to the best

in childcare, but at the same time

something the churches and friends

who support this good Avork will not

be ashamed of.

We greatly appreciate your help.

And Ave greatly appreciate the lielp

of several churches and groups that

have done actual Avork on some of

these jobs, expending both time and
money to help.

Many of you will remember ]\frs.

Stadler, our sewing matron, Avho fell

this past Thanksgiving and fractur-

ed her right leg. You Avill be glad

to knoAV that she has returned to her

job here at the orphanage, for Avhich

both she and we are thankful.

It is a good time to start now to

thinking about Iioav your church and

Sunday school Avill show up on our

chai't of the cluirclics. Let us all

wor]^ together to make this a really

good year for every child here. We
appreciate yoiir visits and your ad-

vice. We Avelcome you as folks Avho

k;ve little children and Avho wish to

liave a share in helping some little

folks Avho iiave had the misfortuup to

})e homeless in a land of plenty.

John G. Tbuitt,

Superintendent.

REPORT FOR FEBRUARY 15, 1956.

Sunday School Monthly Offerings.

Amount brought forward $ 2,778.41

Eastern N. O. Conference:

Auburn $ 83.00

Onk Level 34.14

117.14

Eastern Va. Conference:

Alt. Zioii $ 7.00

N. C. and Va. Conference:

Bethel S. S $ 6.88

Asheville 103.00

Howard's Chapel, S. S. . . 25.00

Pleasant Ridge 50.00

Western N. C Conference:

Big Oak $ 1.00

Pleasant Cross S. S 8.70

Seagrovo 5.50

Zion 30.00

Virginia Valley Conference:

Bethel S. S $ 2.00

$ 356.22

Grand total $ 3,134.63

Special Offerings.

Amount brought fonvard $ 2,510.08

C. T. Lotreck, Rochester,

New York $ 15.00

Mary Sue Brittle S. S.

aass, Bethlehem (N) . 5.00

V. D. West, Jr. Warwick,
A^a 25.00

A friend 1.00

Mr. & Mrs. H. B. Newman,
Henderson, N. C 20.00

A friend (for paint) 12.00

Adult Class, Elon College

Community Church .... 10.00

Woman's Cliristian Fellow-

ship, Hendersonville Cli. 5.00

Christian Temple's Lay-

men's Fellowship 9.00

In Memory of Mrs. B. R.

Sellars 5.00

111 Memory of W. .J. Arm-
field, III 10.00

In Memory of Mrs. B. R.

Sella rs 5.00

In Memory of Mrs. B. R.

ScUars 5.00

In Memory of Mrs. B. R.

Sellars 5.00

In Memory of Mrs. Mary
Jones 5.00

In Memory of M. L. Wood 10.00

In Memory of Mrs. B. R.

Sellars 5.00

In Memory of W. J. Bryan
Truitt 5.00

In Memory of E. Gordon
Malone, Jr 5.00

In Memory of Mrs. F. S.

Scruggs 5.00

In Memory of Mrs. B. R.

Sellars 7.50

In Memory of W. B. Colt-

man 5.00

In Memory of W. L. Burke,

Jr 5.00

In Memory of Mrs. Frank
Wells 10.00

Special Gifts 103.50

298.00

Grand total $ 2,808.08

Total for the week $ 654.22

Total for the year $ 5,942.71

MEMORIAL GIFTS
"Instead of Flowers"

Or. )ohn G. Truitt

(Miristiaii Orphanage

Elon College, N. C.

Dear Dr. Truitt:

Please acknowledge the enclosed $ as a memorial gift

sent to the Christian Orphanage in lieu of flowers in memory of:

(Nameof Deceaied) (City) (D»tf of Death)

( Survivor to be Written ) (Addreaa)

Name

Address
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In Memoriam

BAKER.

We, the members of the Liberty Spring

Christian Church, acknowledge with deep

sorrow our loss in the passing of one of our

oldest members, Mrs. Lula Nelms Baker, who

was called to her eternal reward on January

5, 1956, at the age of 80.

Her radiant spirit and fortitude were an

inspiration to all with whom she came in

contact, therefore be it resolved:

First: That we be submissive to the plan

and action of God who doeth all things well.

Second: That we extend to the beloved

family circle, who administered to her every

need, our heartfelt sympathy with a prayer

that God will richly reward them.

Third: That a copy of these resolutions

be sent to the family, a copy to The Chris-

tian Sun for publication, and a copy entered

upon the records of this church.

Mrs. WILLIAM T. HAEKELL,
Mrs. E. WESLEY HAEEELL,
Mrs. CHAELIE E. NICHOLS,

, Committee.

JOHNSTON.

God, in his wisdom saw fit to call one of

our lifelong members of Eosemont Chris-

tian Church, Mrs. D. D. Johnston, to her

eternal home in her fifty-nineth year. Her
home and her church down through the years

have ever been first in her thoughts and ac-

tions, and she gave herself with diligence

and unending devotion to both. Up until

her passing she was keenly interested in all

the functions of the church. Her executive

ability along with her friendly attitude will

long be remembered in the church circles.

In memory of Mrs. Johnston, we the

Senior Board of Deacons present these reso-

lutions :

That her devotion and loyalty to the

church and its activities, to her family and
friends serve as an example for others. That
we express gratitude for the privilege of

knowing* her and working with her. That
the memory and influence of her long and
useful Christian life be continous and prove

a benediction to her family and our church.

And last, that a copy of this tribute be sent

to the family, a copy to The Christian Sun
for publication, and a copy to be entered in

the church records.

Chairman of the Board,

H. E. MOEEISON, SE.

JOHNSTON.

We, the meml)ers of the Woman's Fellow-

ship Society of Eosemont Christian Church,

wish to express our respect for and appre-

ciation of the devoted life of Mrs. Grace

Gibson Johnston, who passed away Decem-
ber 8, 1955. At her passing the Fellowship

Society has lost a faithful and devoted mem-
ber. She was the president of the society.

The life she lived shall always be an inspira-

tion to those who knew her and loved her.

We, the committee appointed by the society,

wish to submit the following resolutions:

1. While we mourn the loss of one who
has meant so much as friend in Christ, we
bow in humble submission to God's will. We
shall long remember her high Christian

•tandardi and ideals of service which she

exhibited in her daily life.

2. That we extend our lieartfelt sympa-

tliy to the bereaved family and express our

sincere regret at the passing of one whose

loss will l)e greatly felt.

3. That a copy of these resolutions be

sent to the family, to The Christian Sun for

publication, and a copy be placed on the

minute of the society register.

Mrs. H. M. CANNON,
Mrs. H. E. MOEEISON,
Mrs. W. P. NOTHNAGEL,

Committee.

ROWLAND.

We the deacons of the Eosemont Christian

Church wish to pay our respect and tribute

to Mrs. Mary E. Eowland who passed away
November 28, 1955. She was a lifelong and

loyal member of our church. Her presence

and support in every respect will be re-

membered.

Now therefore be it resolved by the mem-
bers of the Board of Deacons of the Eose-

mont Christian Church as follows:

1. That we bow in humble submission to

the will of the Father, realising that his

judgement is far beyond our comprehension.

2. That we express our appreciation of

the privilege of having known Mrs. Eowland
whose loyalty and devotion to her church

and family and community were so evident.

3. That we shall cherish the memory of

her friendship and try to emulate the good
characteristics of her life.

4. That we extend to the family our

deepest sympathy in their great loss, and
pray the blessings of our Father in their

hours of bereavement.

5. That a copy of this resolution Ije sent

to the family of our deceased sister, a copy
be placed on the records of our church con-

ference, and a copy be sent to The Christian

Sun for publication.

The Board of Deacons,

Eosemond Christian Church,

H. E. MOEEISON, Cliairman.

CORBITT.

On September 21, 1955, God in his infinite

wisdom saw fit to call from our midst Mrs.

Bertie Eussell Corbitt, 71 years of age, who
was a faithful and loyal member of Damas-
cus Congregational Christian Church of Sun-

bury, North Carolina.

We, the members of the Woman's Fellow-

ship of which Mrs. Corbitt was a charter

member and faithful worker, wish to ex-

press our grateful appreciation of her tire-

less efforts in behalf of the Kingdom of God
and to emphasize our deep affection for her

liy adopting the following resolutions:

1. That we realize God doeth all things

well. While we mourn the loss of one who
has meant much to us, and others as well, we
liow in humble submission to his divijie will.

2. That we keep in lasting rememberance

tlie higli Christian standards and ideals of

service, kindness, unselfishness and joyful-

ness which were in her daily living.

3. That we extend our deepest sympathy
to lier family who ministered to her so

faithfully during her illnes and commend
them to our Heavenly Father who said,

"Let not your heart be troubled."

4. That a copy of these resolutions be

sent to the family, a copy to The Christian

Sun for publication, and a copy to be placed

upon the minutes of the Woman's Fellow-

ship.

Mrs. I. H. PEAECE,
Mrs. W. B. CAETEE,
Mrs. E. E. PAEKEE.

TRUITT.

William Jennings Bryan Truitt, 60, died

at his home in Norfolk, Virginia, February

5, 1956, after an illness of three weeks. He
was born at Summerfield, N. 0., June 26,

1S96, the son of H. Lee and Mrs. Elizabeth

Simpson Truitt.

Dr. Truitt received his B. A. degree at

Elon College. He took his master's degree

at the University of Cliicago and his doe-

tor's degree at the University of New York.

Dr. Truitt spent his working life in the

field of education. He held professorships

at the University of Michigan, the Uni-

versity of Nevada, the University of Ohio,

the University of Florida, and at the Col-

lege of William and Mary. He moved to

Norfolk in 1922, and was connected with
the Public Schools system of the city since

that date. At the time of his death he was
research director for schools.

,

He grow up in Mt. Bethel Christian

Gliurch and according to the Truitt family
tradition was always an active churchman.
At the time of his death he was a member
and deacon of the First Baptist Church of

Norfolk and president of the Men's Bible
Class.

Surviving are his wife, Mrs. Winfred
Banks Truitt; two daughters, Mrs. Harold
O. Beard and Miss Betty Lee Truitt; a
granddaughter, Sharon Marie Beard, and a
grandson, Bryan Frank Beard; one sister,

Mrs. Essie Truitt Simpson; one brother.
Dr. John G. Truitt, and two half brothers,
tlie Eev. Howard E. Truitt, and the Eev.
E. A. Truitt.

Funeral services were conducted on Feb-
ruary 7, and burial was in the Forest Lawn
Cemetery, Norfolk.

The Christian Sun ertends sympathy to
I lie liereavc'd family.

1956

February 27-

March 2

March 4-11

March 12-16

March 18-25

May 1-3

Dates to Remember

North Carolina Lay Visitation Evangelism

North Carolina Simultaneous Evangelistic Services

Virginia Lay Visitation Evangelism

Virginia Simultaneous Evangelistic Services

Centennial Session of the Southern Convention
Union Ridge Congregational Christian Church
Route 2, Burlington. North Carolina
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''The Love of Christ Which Passeth

Knowledge"
By Christiana Rossetti

/ bore ivith thee long weary days and nights,

Through many pangs of heart, through many tears;

I bore with thee, thy hardness, coldness, slights

For three and thirty years.

Who else had dared for thee what I have dared?

I plunged the depth most deep from bliss above;

I not my flesh, J not my spirit spared—
Give thou me love for love.

For thee I thirsted in the daily drouth,

For thee I trembled in the nightly frost;

Much sweeter thou than honey to my mouth—
Why wilt thou still be lost?

I bore thee on my shoulders and rejoiced.

Men only marked upon my shoulders borne

The branding cross; and shouted hungry-voiced.

Or wagged their heads in scorn.

Thee did nails grave upon my hands, thy name
Did thorns for frontlets stamp between mine eyes.

I, Holy One, put on thy guilt and shame;

I, God, Priest, Sacrifice.

A thief upon my right hand and my left;

Six hours alone, athirst, in misery—
At length in death one smote my heart and cleft

A hiding-place for thee.

Nailed to the racking cross, than bed of down
More dear, whereon to stretch myself and sleep—

So did I win a kingdom,—share my crown;

A harvest,—come and reap.
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N-E-W'S B'R-I-E-F'S
The Elon Singers will present the

program at First Chnrch, Richmond,

on Sunday morning, March 4. The

Choir, while on this, their eighth an-

ual tour, will give ten concerts in the

Middle Atlantic States, including a

two-day stay in New York City.

Rev. Everett C. Parker of the Of-

fice of Communication of Congrega-

tional Christian Churches, New York

City, was a visitor in the Southern

Convention area last week. We were

glad to welcome him at The Sun's of-

fice of publication on Friday.

As part of its centennial observ-

ance, Chicago Theological Seminary

is conducting a national competition

for hymns written to be sung to tunes

found in church hymnals. Subjects

should be appropriate for ordination,

installation dedication, or other serv-

ices. The first prize is $100. The

deadline for entries is March 31, and

com-munications should be addressed

to Chicago Theological Seminary,

5757 University Ave., Chicago 37, 111.

Prospects for the merger, in May,

1958, of the Presbyterian Church in

the U. S. A. and the United Presby-

terial Church were increased recent-

ly by a two-day planning session by

representatives of the two churches.

The proposals, which follow the lines

of the three-way plan that was ap-

proved by the two denominations in

1954, but defeated by the Presbyter-

ian Church in the U. S. (Southern

Presbyterians), will be presented to

committees of both bodies this month.

If the merger goes through it will

result in a family of churches with

about 9,000 congregations, 10,000

ministers, and* three million members.

Worth Considering

Worth consideration is the follow-

ing letter which appeared in Advance

recently. It is from Rev. Loring D.

Chase, miniser of the New Canaan,

Conn., Congregational Church:
'

' It seems that there is a good deal

of talk suggesting that delegates to

the Omaha General Council should be

•'instructed" as to their vote on the

merger.

"This is quite contrary to the con-

cept of representative democracy as

it has grown up in our churches and
in this country, and that a group of

instructed delegates might as well

meet, vote and go home, dispensing

with the time, money and work in-

volved in debating the issues.

"I am not so naive as to suppose

that delegates would come devoid of

opinions and prejudices—that would
be mere empty-mindedness—but if

the General Council is to be at all

deliberative in nature, delegates

should be sent with their judgments

undetermined by more than an in-

formal bias.
'

'

Conference Resolution

February 28, 1956.

The Executive Committee of the

Eastern North Carolina Conference

of Congregational Christian Churches

hereby records it regret that the Rev.

Richard L. Jackson is leaving our

conference and the Southern Con-

vention.

During the five years that he has

been in our conference, Mr. Jackson

has been a leader, serving as our sec-

retary and on various committees.

Last fall he was elected president of

the conference.

But more important is the record

of achievement in the United Church

at Chapel Hill where he served as

pastor. The church has sliown vital

growth in many respects, one of

which is the fact that the member-
ship has tripled during the years of

his ministry.

Mrs. ackson will be long remem-
bered and appreciated for her work
among the women, not only at Chapel

Hill, but throughout the conference.

With Christian love, we commend
Dick and Dorothy to the people of

(Continued on page 14.)
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Laymen and the Church . . .

J. E. Danieley, Editor, Box 515, Elon College, N. C

Laymen Hold Mid-Winter Session

at Elon College, N. C.

The Laymen's Fellowship of the

Southern Convention of Congrega-

tional Christian Churches met in its

annual rally session at Elon College,

North Carolina, on Sunday, Febru-

ary 19.

Dr. J. Earl Danieley, dean of Elon

College, was elected to serve for a

two-year term as chairman to succeed

W. B. Williams of Newport News,

Virginia. P. D. Howell of Chucka-

tuck, Virginia, was elected vice-chair-

man, and D. Marsh McLelland of

Elon College, was elected secretary-

treasurer. The retiring secretary-

treasurer was S. H. Pell of Ramseur,

North Carolina. Dr. Danieley was

the retiring vice-chairman.

During the afternoon meeting the

feature address was given by the Rev.

Kenneth Kohler of St. Louis, Mis-

souri, who is the executive secretary

of the Churchmen's Brotherhood of

the Evangelical & Reformed Church.

Kohler spoke on the theme for the

meeting, "Being a Good Church-

man." He said that a good church-

man: (1) has a faith, is committed;

(2) keeps his belief up, he reads Ms
Bible and prays; (3) knows his

church, its program and its people;

(4) knows something about other

churches. He pointed out some of

the interesting history of the Evan-

gelical & Reformed churches and also

spoke concerning the proposed merg-

er of his denomination with the Con-

gregational Christian churches to

form the United Church of Christ in

June, 1957.

Dr. L. E. Smith, president of Elon

College, welcomed the laymen to the

campus and presented a group of the

Elon Singers, who presented a mus-

ical program. W. H. Baker of New-

port News, Virginia, served as song-

leader, and the men enjoyed the sing-

ing of familiar hymns.

The devotional service for the af-

ternoon was presented by the laymen

of the First Christian Church of

Burlington, North Carolina. Eugene

Gordon gave a brief meditation ; Bob-

by Morton read the scripture lesson,

and Bill Phillips offered the prayer.

Russell Powell of Greensboro,

North Carolina, gave the report of

the Committee on Finance on the

Moonelon project. He pointed out

that the next payment is due on Ap-

ril 3, and that the laymen need to

Iceep this date in mind and be pre-

pared to make the payment at that

time.

Rev. John S'. Graves spoke of tlie

program at Moonelon and suggested

that when we become aware of the

possibility of really "making a dif-

ference" in the lives of our youth,

we will find paying' for Moonelon

very easy.

Rev. Fred P. Register spoke of the

simultaneous evangelistic services to

be conducted during Ijent. He call-

The only book of history in the New
Testament is entitled "The Acts of

the Apostles," but many have sug-

gested it might better be termed "The
Acts of the Holy Spirit," for the

apostles could do nothing until they

has been "endued with power from
on high."

As its name implies the book of

Acts is packed with action. Only

the first chapter shows the church

statically waiting for something to

happen. Then bursting' into the

mournful silence of a group which

has lost its leader comes the refresh-

ing power of the Holy Spirit. Like

a mighty wind the Third Person of

the Trinity raises the people up on

their tip-toes to shout the name of

Jesus to the world.

The fislierman Peter had not gotten

his degrees from the theological semi-

naries. He had not had time to form-

ulate any sermon notes. But on that

day of Pentecost when the Holy

Spirit came upon him, he rose up and

preached a mighty sermon that con-

verted 3,000 souls ! After they heard

liim speak they all wanted to know,

"What can we do?"

This is the way the Holy Spirit al-

ways works: He prompts men to

action.

Because Christ spoke of the Holy

Spirit as the Comforter we often hold

a misconception of the Third Person

of the Trinity. We think of one who

ed upon the laymen to give prayerful

cooperation that the endeavor may be

successful.

The benediction for the afternoon

session was pronounced by Dr. John

G. Truitt, the superintendent of the

Christian Orphanage.

The banquet was held at 6 p. m.,

in the dining hall at the college. It

was attended by more than 300 men.

Superintendent Wm. T. Scott of the

Southern Convention, introduced the

Rev. Odell Leonard of Lexington,

North Carolina, who addressed the

group on "Hearts." He spoke of

the importance of the heart, of enthu-

siasm, activity, remembrance, trust-

worthiness.

The new chairman, Dr. Danieley,

then spoke briefly of the future of

the work and offered the benediction.

continually soothes and protects us

like a warm comfort on a bed.

Christ didn't send the Holy Spirit

to men just to dry their tears and
show them pity. Christ knew that

when he would be away, the people

would need a Leader, a Guide, some-

one to carry them victoriously for-

ward through life. That was the

comfort that mankind should know:
the comfort of leadership.

The Holy Spirit is not a sideline

bench warmer, he is in the midst of

the play calling the signals.

Neither is the Holy Spirit just a

guardian angel who keeps things from
happening to us. Rather he makes
them happen.

Read through the book of Acts and
see how the Holy Spirit prompts men
to action. Wherever you find the

Holy Spirit named you will find

someone getting up and saying some-

thing or doing something for the

Lord.

Philip was walking down a desert

road one day, and the Spirit said to

him, "Go hitch a ride with that

chariot up there." . . .

Philip followed the Spirit's leading.

He went and hailed the chariot. He
found in it an Ethiopian trying to

I'oad and understand the prophecies

of Isaiah. Philip translated that

prophecy into a message about Christ

for that blacl?; man that day, and the

(Continued on page 7.)

''The Holy Spirit Gives Us the

Power to Act''

By BERNARD E. MICHEL
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Editorial , . .

The Meaning
Lent is a season or self-denial. The Roman

Catholic Church and the Angelican Church have

emphasized the observance of Lent in their church

calendars through the centuries. According to the

traditional practice, communicants are called upon

to renounce certain luxuries and pleasures during

Lent.

If we understand the reason for this abstaining

from certain physical indulgences, it is a symbol

of the spiritual attitude of self-denial vv^hich Christ

expects of his disciples at all times. When many
Christians speak of self-denial they appear to be

thinking in terms of that which is physical or ma-

terial. If a church member decides to drive the

old automobile for another year that he may make
a more substantial contribution toward the build-

ing fund of his church, he thinks of it in terms of

self-denial.

of Self-Denial
"Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any

man will come after me, let him deny himself, and

take up his cross^ and follow me. For whosoever

will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will

lose his life for my sake shall find it." This saying

of Jesus makes it clear that self-denial goes to the

very center of one's being. It deals with the fun-

damental attitudes toward God, self, and one's fel-

low men.

Christian self-denial demands that the will of

God be absolutely sovereign and supreme in one's

daily living. It deals a mortal blow to selfishness.

It would cut the tap-root of sinful pride. It calls

for a re-orientation of the whole program of life.

Let us remember that Lent is not only a season of

penitence, it is also a season of self-denial.

Southern Convention Laymen
The Mid-Winter Rally of the Southern Con-

vention Laymen's Fellowship was an inspiring oc-

casion. It was held at Elon College, North Caro-

lina, Sunday afternoon, February 19. There were

five hundred men in attendance, representing the

five conferences of the Convention. Three hun-

dred and twenty-five stayed for the banquet at

six o'clock. They were well repaid. The food was
excellent and the address was both entertaining

and inspiring.

The theme of the program was "Being a Good
Churchman." The program was an example of

churchmanship at its best. It reported notable

achievements already accomplished. It evinced a

real "fellowship of service." It gave promise of

bigger and better things to be done in the future.

The spirit of the meeting made one aware of the

fact that Southern Convention laymen are going

places and doing things.

It is significant that the two main addresses of

the program were delivered by ministers of the

Evangelical and Reformed Church. The Rev. J.

Kenneth Kohler, executive secretary of the Church-

men's Brotherhood, E. and R. Church, presented

the laymen's work of his denomination. He made
it perfectly clear that the two groups of laymen

are working at the same task and are going about

that task in the same spirit. The Rev. Odell Leon-

ard, pastor of Second Church, Lexington, N. C,
who spoke following the banquet, brought a hum-
orous address which sounded a deeply spiritual

note. Mr. Leonard captivated the entire group.

The Laymen's Fellowship has taken as its main

project the development of the Moonelon Confer-

ence Center. The accomplishments of one year's

work are surprising. The groups and organiza-

tions which have held meetings at Moonelon have

testified as to the contribution it has already made

and are convinced of its larger potentialities for the

future. It is not possible now to evaluate what

Moonelon will mean to our denomination in fu-

ture years.

The Laymen's Fellowship, in addition to its

work on the special project, is assuming responsi-

bility for the total financial support of Convention

enterprises and the budgets of the local churches.

The Christian Sun has carried reports from many
local churches of how the laymen have set up the

Every Member Canvass, and conducted solicitations

which have raised the budgets. In many cases

budgets have been over-subscribed.

In many Convention churches the layjnen are

now planning lay evangelistic visitations, in which

every individual who is listed on a church "pros-

pect" list will be called upon and interviewed about

making Christian commitment to the church. This

is a return to the New Testament practice when
every church member was a living witness for

Christ. A "witnessing church" is a spiritual power-

house.

The Christian Sun congratulates the laymen of

the Southern Convention. It expresses the thanks

of the entire Convention to those who have had

a part in the achievements to date. It bids them

God-speed as they make plans for the undertakings

of the future.
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Echoes from the National Council Meeting

on Christian Education at Cincinnati
Inspiration for new methods and

dissatisfaction Avith the old in a score

of areas marked the annual meeting

of the National Council of Churches'

Division of Christian Education at

Cincinnati, Ohio, February 10-17.

The Commission on General Chris-

tian Education set the pace by adopt-

ing- a new set of recommendations for

its program services, by taking ex-

ploratory steps looking toward use of

educational television in cooperation

with the Broadcasting and Film Com-

mission, and by deciding to combine

the offices of the Student Volunteer

Movement and the United Student

Christian Council with those of the

Commission into a single building

in NcAV York, where for the first time

in five years the entire operations of

the Division of Christian Education

will be housed.

Commission chairman Eichard Hol-

land and Division executive secretary

Rev. Dr. Knoff, at a preliminary

press conference spoke the minds of

the 1,500 Christian educators pres-

ent from all over the United States

and Canada in discussing the meet-

ing's theme of "Reach-Teach-Win."

They declared that American Prot-

estant education forces are determin-

ed to advance into every area of life

so that no group is left outside the

church's ministry. They said that

-Protestant churches must never feel

"'cozy" about their job and that

Christian education Avas not a "mar-
ginal task—a little bit on Sunday
morning and minimum preparation

on Saturday night."

Dr. Knoff declared that "We are

not reaching all the people Ave should.

We still have a great evangelistic and
missionary job to do." He pointed

out that there is a "restless eager-

ness" among church people "to see

what can be done by using radio, tele-

vision, and press to reach the people
that our churches just don't touch."

Harold E. Stassen, special assistant

to President EisenhoAver for disarm-
ament and peace and president of the

Internatioual Sunday School CouA'cn-
vention, Avho spoke briefly, said tliat

"Whether nuclear poAver is to be 'a
blessing or a cur.se' to mankind de-

pends on the people and their con-
cepts of religion, ethics and morals."
He characterized the "mo.nolithic

character of the decisions made by
the Soviet Union" as pue of th'f*

greatest dangers facing this age, and

noted that it is "practically impos-

sil)le" to get our ideas about peace

and disarmament across the Iron

Curtain to reach the masses of the

communist peoples." "The Avorld

has been brought closer together by

science," he said. "Most important

Avill be the ethics by Avhich the peo-

ples of the Avorld Avill live, move and
act." He pointed to Christian edu-

cation as "crucial in determining the

Jvind of Avorld Ave Avill have in the

decades ahead."

Norman Cousins, editor of Saf^ir-

day Revieiv, spoke in the same vein

Avhon he said that the security of the

The Board of Home Missions an-

nounced its summer school for minis-

ters of Congregational Christian

Churches in the eastern part of the

country at Deering Community Cen-

ter, Hillsboro, Ncav Hampshire, July

11 to July 31. Dean of the school

Avill be Dr. Truman B. Douglass, ex-

ecutive vice-president of the Board
of Home Missions of the Congrega-

tional Christian Churches.

The school is intended to be a re-

treat for Avorship, study and fellow-

ship and an opportunity for pastors

to hear and talk Avith qualified lead-

ers in the fields of Bible, Christian

theolO;gy, preaching, religious educa-

tion, parish administration and
special problems of the rural and ur-

ban church. The school hopes to help

the student in his use of the Bible for

present day preaching and teaching

and to arouse a fresh interest in theo-

logical thought Avith special emphasis

upon reading.

In addition to those from the east-

ern section of the country, attending

the school will be delegates from
Puerto Rico, fraternal delegates from

the Avestern conferences of the Con-

gregational Christian Churches and
fraternal delegates from the Evan-
gelical and Reformed Church.

Faculty members include D. Davie

Napier, associate professor of Old

Testament, Yale University Divinity

School, NcAV Haven, Connecticut;

Roger Shin, professor of Theology,

Vanderbilt Universit;^ School of Re-

American people depended primarily

on the nation's ability to earn and
keep the good will and confidence of

the Avorld 's peoples. Said he,
'

' World
Communism is noAV preparing for a

non-military shoAvdoAvn Avith the U.

S. over which one Avill speak for most

of the world's peoples. It aims to

represent the majority. World Com-
munism believes it can Avin Avithout

Avar, on the battlefield of public opin-

ion. It seeks to do this by identify-

ing itself as the champion of the areas

Avhere most of the people live, Asia

and Africa, and is betting that Amer-
ica will 1)0 too busy to pay serious

(Continued on page 13.)

ligion, Nashville, Tennessee ; Browne
Barr, associate professor of Preach-

ing, Yale University Divinity School,

New Haven, Connecticut; Robert W.
Spike, director of Department of

Evangelism, the Board of Home Mis-

sions, Ncav York City; Wesley A.

Hotchkiss, director of ToAvn and
Country Department, the Board of

Home Missions, New York City;

Everett C. Parker, director of the

Office of Communication, Congrega-

tional Christian Churches, NeAv York
City; and Dr. Harry T. Stock, gen-

eral secretary, division of Christian

Education, the Board of Home Mis-

sions, Boston, Llassaehusetts. Mrs.

Wesley A. Hotchkiss Avill serA^e as

Librarian.

The school is conducted on a grad-

uate level, complete Avith required

reading and careful prepai-ation ex-

pected from each course. There is

no fee but ministers must have the

recommeudalion of their conference

superintendents to be eligible to par-

ticipate.

Ministers' Avives may attend upon

payment of their own board and room

and all travel expenses. There are

no facilities for children.

A similar retreat for ministers in

the Avestei n [lai't of the United States

Avill be held at La Foret, Colorado.

Further information may be ob-

tained by Avriting Dr. Truman B.

Douglass, 287 Fourth Avenue, NeAV

York 10, New York,

Pastors' School at the Deering

Community Center
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ISlews from the

Wake Chapel Almost Made It

The members of onr Wake Chapel

Church in Fuquay-Varina, North

Carolina, began to consider seriously

the teaching of Jesus, "Love thy

neighbor as thyself," in the fall of

1953. They decided to work toward

the goal of giving as much through

their Missions and Benevolence

Budget "For Others," as they gave

for the local work of the church. Their

treasurer's report for the past fiscal

year (covered 14 months. November

1, 1954-December 31, 1955) was as

follows: Local work of our church,

$10,995.69; Missions and Benevo-

lences, $10,707.79; total, $21,703.48.

They almost made it. Congratula-

tions, anyhow, to the Rev. Earl T.

Farrell and members of "Wake Chapel

!

•***•* *

New Parsonage at Wanvick

This news item is from The Church

Messenger of the Congregational

Christian Church of Warwick, Vir-

ginia. It is a section from the Re-

port of the Building Committee.

Parsonage. The parsonage, 50

Tucker Lane, Deer Park Grove, has

been essentially completed. The house,

for the benefit of those who have not

had the opportunity to see it as yet,

contains living-dining room, kitchen,

three bedrooms, bath and utility

room. It is of brick veneer construc-

tion, heated by a gas-fired, forced hot

air system. The walls of the bathroom

are ceramic tile for easy maintenance.

The counter tops in the kitchen are

formica.

The house has been furnished with

aluminum Venetian blinds for all

windows, a G. E. 12 cubic foot re-

frigerator, a G. E. automatic range

and a G. E. automatic washer. Due
to inclement weather, the lot has not

been graded nor landscaped, but this

will be done as soon as the weather

permits. The cost of the parsonage

(hoiise, lot and furnishings) now
amount to an expenditure of approxi-

mately $11,600.

*****
Center Church Program

Special Lenten services will be

held at Center Congregational Chris-

tian Church, South Boston, Va., each

Sunday evening from now through

March 25, at 7;30 o'clock/

Churches . . .

During the series of services, the

pastor, the Rev. Mark W. Andes, will

give a meditation on each of three

New Testament characters who shar-

o<i the passion, cross, and power of

Jesus. At the service on Sunday
evening, March 4, Mrs. M. W. Andes
will speak on "Our Christian World
Mission," giving facts and stories

from our missions around the world.

The Rev. Kenneth D. Register, min-

ister of Union Congregational Chris-

tian Church, Burlington, N. C, will

speak at the service on Sunday even-

ing, March 18. He will also preach

each evening that week through

March 23 in special evangelistic ser-

vices at Center Church.

An Easter play will be given at the

March 25 service at 7 :30 o 'clock. A
Maundy Thursday service and Holy
Communion will be observed on

I\Iarch 29, 7 :30 p. m.

« * «= * *

Pastor Resigns

The Rev. Richard L. Jackson con-

cluded liis ministry at the United Con-

gregational Christian Church of

Chapel Hill with the eleven o'clock

service on Sunday morning, Febru-

ary 26. Mr. Jackson and his family

moved to Chapel Hill five years ago.

During Mr. Jackson's ministry the

church sanctuary has been remodeled

and redecorated, and a pipe organ

has be^n installed.

A successful financial drive a year

ago made funds available, which to-

gether with a grant and loan from
the Congregational Building Society,

will be used to erect a new parish

house, which will be constructed in

the near future. During Mr. Jack-

son's ministry the membership of the

church has more than tripled in num-
ber.

The Jaclcson family left this week
for S]n-ingfield, Oliio, where he will

assume the duties as pastor of the

Snow Hill Church. 'The United

Church pulpit committee, under the

chairmanship of Thomas Peyton, is

working to secure a successor to Mr.

Jackson. *****
Activities at Lebanon

The Young Adult Group of the

Lebanon Congregational Christian

Church met in the home of Mr. and

Mrs. Willard Brandon, Wednesday

nifijht' February 15, witl) 9 large at-

tendance. The new president, Mr.

Maynard Wells called the meeting to

order with prayer. Mr. Foster Point-

er conducted an interesting Bible

quiz in which each member took part.

The class has accepted the improve-

ment of the front lawn of the church

as a project for the year. We hope

to get started on this work soon. Mrs.

Foster Pointer was in charge of rec-

reation. Everyone had a good time.

The hostess served delicious refresh-

ments.

The Women's Fellowship observed

World Day of Prayer, Friday night,

February 17, with Mrs. Frank Hud-
son, Jr., president of the Fellowship,

as leader. The theme was, "One
Flock, One Shepherd." It was a very

inspiring program in which various

members took part.

The Sunday school has raised

^110.33 toward the building fund
since December 18. A free-will of-

fering is taken each Sunday for the

building fund.

The Rev. Robert Bennett met his

regular appointment on the second

Sunday. He preached an excellent

sermon. Mrs. Bennett and daughter

June, who had recently been sick,

were welcomed by the congregation.

Mrs. Edgar Stow,
B,eporter.

*****
Family Night at Greensboro First

Church

Another of those redJetter days in

our church life is at hand. On this

comins' Sunday night, February 26,

we will gather at 5 o'clock for an-

other "Family Night" program, and

you are just as sure to get a moving

inspiration from this one as you have

from all the rest.

The program will include work for

u needy group in Missouri, fellowship

witli family and friends at supper

(25 eent,s each) and a movie entitled,

"A Chance to Grow."
Have you ever heard of Delmo?

Delmo is a "miracle in Missouri"

where 2,500 .sharecroppers have come

together to build a community. Out

of a wasteland swamp in southeast

Missouri has come this project in

community living which is doing so

much to relieve fear, want and hope-

lessness in those who might be for-

gotten people.

Delmo isn't a town—its clusters of

houses, 90 miles of cotton country

apart, made up of people—black and

white—just learning to live and build

tpgether, And to convert people in-

(Ppntinjied on page 11.)
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News of Elon College
President L. E. Smith, Elon College, N. C.

Elon College to Begin Spring

Quarter on March 5

The Spring Quarter for Elon Col-

lege will get underway on Monday,

March 5th, signifying the beginning

of the end for Elon's most successful

year in its history. It has been and

still is a year of record-breaking en-

rollments and of unprecedented im-

provements on the campus itself.

The winter term comes to a close

on Friday, March 2nd, with the con-

clusion of the regular schedule of

final examinations, and the new term

is to begin at once. This marks a de-

parture from procedure of recent

years, when the annual spring vaca-

tion intervened between the winter

and spring terms.

The change of vacation dates, made

for this year by vote of the faculty,

will place the spring holidays at the

end of March and the beginning of

April. The holidays, which will co-

incide with the observance of Easter,

Avill get underway on March 30th and

will continue through the week fol-

lowing Easter, with classes to re-

sume on Monday, April 9th.

One of the mo.st interesting de-

velopments in the first two terms

this year was the record enrollment

in both the day and evening classes.

The Fall Quarter for day-time classes,

combined with the Fall Semester for

evening classes, brought a combined

enrollment of 1,118 different indi-

viduals, some of them carrying only

a partial course-load.

The Winter Quarter for the day

classes brought 50 additional stu-

dents, making an overall total for the

year of 1,168. However, there were

several who dropped or completed

their college work at Thanksgiving,

so the actual winter enrollment was
not that high. The Fall Semester

for the evening school closed late in

January, and there were a number
of new students enrolled in the night

classes at that time. Present mem-
bership in night classes totals 335

students, approximately same as in

the fall.

Although registration for the ncAv

Spring Quarter will not be completed

until March 5th, applications on hand
in the office of the Field Secretary

indicate that there may be 40 or fflore

new students to enter Elon for the

spring session. Final figures may
run slightly higher.

The Spring Quarter will continue

until Friday, May 25th, when final

examinations for the term will be

completed. The 1956 commencement
will get underway on that day, Avith

the graduation exercises marking the

completion of the year's activities on

:\Ionday, May 28th.

Apportionment Giving

Previously reported $ 3,033.53

Eastern N. C. Conference

:

i-^ayctteville $ o.OO

Lee's Chapel 20.00

Eastern Va. Conference:

Suffolk $74.95

X. C. and Va. Conference:

l^urlington, First $ 65.30

Lync-liburg 7.75

Virginia Valley Conference:

Mt. Olivet $ 8.00

Newport 25.05

206.05

Grand total $ 3,239.58
• * « * #

Declarations of Purpose

Previously Reported

:

CAEOLINA HALL.
Name of Church Amount

Beverly Hills $ 886.00

Beginning Nov., 56; 5 years.

Bethlehem 294.00

Beginning 1957, 5 years.

Beluah 1,137.50

Center 281.75

Beginning Sept., 56; 5 years.

Eutaw Community 595.00

First Congregational Christian . . 2,308.00

Beginning 56 ; 5 years.

Beginning Jan., 56; 5 years.

Hope Mills 414.75

Beginning Jan., 57; 5 years.

Lebanon 939.75

Beginning Jan., 58; 10 years.

Monticello 822.50

Beginning Aug., 56; 5 years.

Mt. Zion 1,000.00

Beginning Jan., 50; 10 years.

Mt. Auburn 1,120.00

Beginning Jan., 56; 5 years.

New Hope
, 1,048.25

Beginning 1957.

Pfafftown 463.75

Beginning .Jan., 56; 5 years.

Shallow Ford 1,800.00

Beginning Oct., 56; 18 years.

Zion 175.00

Beginning Jan., 1956; 5 years.

Martha's Chapel 297.00

Church of the Covenant 175.00

Beginning Oct., 56; 5 years,

ftljurch of Wide Fellowship 2,289.00
Beginning Jan., 57; 5 years.

VIEGINIA HALL.
grthel $ 912.00

Beginning 1956; 10 years.

Ingram 1,748.25

Beginning Jan., 57; 8 years.

Union 2,019.00

Beginning Jan., 56; 5 years.

Windsor 2,841.00

Beginning Oct., 56; 5 years.

Suffolk ' 10,000.00

Beginning Oct., 1956; 5 years.

Additional Churches:

CAROLINA HALL.
Name of Church Amount

First Christian Church $ 10,000.00

Beginning Nov., 56; 5 years.

Payments.

N. C. and Va. Conference:

Zion $ 2.92

Bethel 202.00

Virginia Valley Conference:

Bethlehem $ 75.00

Total $ 279.92

No new payments.

"THE HOLY SPIRIT GIVES US
THE POWER TO ACT."
(Continued from page 3.)

Negro race came to know the love of

Jesus C'hrist for all men.

Sometimes men are stubborn and
try to resist the power and leader-

ship of the Holy Spirit. On his

second missionary journey Paul

thought he had his itinerary all plan-

ned. Then the Spirit told him not

to go into Asia, so they passed

through Phrygia and Galatia. Ho
started down the road to Bithynia

(the area of Constantinople), but the

Holy Spirit flashed a stop light and
detoured him down to Troy. It was
there that Paul had his great vision

to "come over into Macedonia and
help us," and he became the first

missionary of the Gospel to the con-

tinent of Europe.

There are times when we can ex-

plain things no other way than by
saying that it was the Hand of God,

and that Hand of God reaches down
to us through the power of the Holy
Spirit.

If a St. Luke were to sit down and
write the Acts of the Christian Church
today, would it be packed as full of

action as the Acts of the Apostles ?

The physicist describes power or

energy as of two kinds: potential and
kinetic. Potential is that which is

stored up and not yet released, do-

ing nothing. Kinetic is that which

is expending itself in motion, doing

some work.

The church's potential is tremend-

ous, but sometimes its motion is rath-

er slow.

If a little atom could possibly blow

up the world, what about a little

Christian fellowship that is really

filled with the power of the Holy
Spirit?
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Church Women at Work
With Emphasis on Missions

Mrs. J. H. Booth, Jr., Editor

143 Winchester Drive, Hampton, Va.

The Woman's Board Hears

Convention Leaders

Leaders of the Southern Conven-

tion, at the invitation of IMrs. F. C.

Lester, president of the Women's
Fellowship, spoke at the meeting of

the Woman's Board on Wednesday,

February 22, at Elon College. Each

told briefly about his Avork so that

members of the Board might get the

picture of the total program of our

denomination and what Ave are doing

about it.

Mr. John Graves told about Moonc-

lon and the camps Avhich have been

planned for the summer. Tliere will

be 13 weeks for wonderful camp ex-

periences for various age groups and
interests. Much volunteer help will

be needed to staff these camps ef-

ficiently. I dare say that many who
answer this call to serve are going to

have a great experience.

Dr. John G. Truitt told us about

the good Avork being done at the or-

phana^-e. He asked the women to

keep the coupons coming in. The
orphanage receives double value for

each coupon.

Rev. Fred Register spoke about

the program of Evangelism and SteAv-

ardship. He mentioned that having

the Women's FelloAvship divided Avas

especially good as it provided the op-

portunity for developing more lead-

ers and stimulated more interest in

the Avork. He pointed out that Mis-

sionary giving should be stressed for

the Avhole church and not for the

women alone.

Ruth Dunn told us a little about

the Visual Aids on hand in the

Southern Convention office and urged
that all churches use the feature film

"The Secret of the Gift."

Dr. Scott told about the various

areas of Avork supported by tlie South-
ern Convention and commended the

women for the good Avork they are do-

ing.

Dr. Henry Robinson Avho is a mem-
ber of our American Board, serving

as vice chairman of the Missions Coun-
cil, told us something about the Avork

and the needs of the Board. "Top
Flight" candidates are needed in

many fields. Short term appoint-

ments are open to those Avho can
qualify.

All young people in the Southern
Convention Avho are Juniors and
Seniors in High School and are inter-

ested in full time Christian service

are invited to attend a special meet-

ing at IMoonelon on April 28-29.

About mid morning Ave enjoyed a

"coffee break." The refreshing coffee

Avas a contribution of Mrs. Oma John-
son, librarian of the college.

Mrs. W. J. Andes arranged for the

International students at Elon to be

our special guests at lunch in the col-

lege dining hall. This Avas an enjoy-

able occasion. We found the students

very interesting to talk Avith.

This article by no means "covers"
the Board meeting. It has only dealt

Avith the "Over and AboA^e" contri-

butions of our Southern Convention
leaders which Avere much appreciated

and which showed much thoughtful-

ness on the part of our president in

making the plans.

The brief look Ave had at the scope

and the importance of our Avork—and
the urgency of it all, I feel, made
those present, aAvare that this is the

picture we must strive to have all our
church members see.

Our church has a great heritage

—

it has a great ]')rogram—and a great

need for faithful Avorkers and funds.

Valley Conference Executive Board

Meeting

A meeting of the ExecutiA'e Board
of the Valley Conference Women's
FelloAvship of Congresrational Chris-

tian Churches Avas held on Friday,
February 10. in the Linville Church
at Linville, Virginia.

The meetinec Avas opened at 10:30
Avith a Avorship program led by the

president, Mrs. Cecil L. Whitlock of

Winehestei', Virginia.

Business of the morning consisted

of the recording of members present,

numbering 10, visitors 7.

The president assigned special pro-

grams to be presented during the
spring and summer seasons by the
five districts to be carried to the
churches desiring helps on the follow-

ing phases of the year's work, using
the caravan method r

District No. 1—The Foreign Study
theme "Our Christian World
Mission."

District No. 2--" Christian Social

Action.
'

'

District No. 3--" Christian Family
Life."

District No. 4—The home study

theme "Indian Americans."
District No. 5—"Spiritual Life

—

Program Planning. '

'

The afternoon session was used in

planning the Spriiig rallies which
will be held this year on April 19-20-

22 as folloAvs

:

District No. 3 — Thursday, April

19 at 7:30 p. m., Timber Ridge
Church, Mrs. Dehlia Johnson of

Winchester, Va., superintendent

in charge of program.

District No. 2 and 3 jointly—Fri-

day, April 20 at 7 :30 p. m., Mt.

Lebanon Church, Mrs. Carroll

Monger and Mrs. Kermit, super-

intendents in charge of program.

District No. 1 and 4 jointly—Sun-

day, April 22 at 7 :30 p. m., Wiss-

lers Chapel Church, Miss Jean
Fahnestock and Mrs. John L.

Kagey, superintendents in charge

of program.

Speakers for the rallies will be an-

)iouneed later. The theme for all

programs Avill be "God Is The An-
swer.

'

'

Mrs. Austin Kipps requested that

Ave appoint a secretary to finish the

1955-56 term of office. The request

Avas granted and Mrs. Shirley White
of BroadAvay, Virginia, Avas elected

secretary.

The next Executive Board meeting

Avill be held on July 27 at the home
of Rev. and Mrs. R. E. Newton at

Luray, Virginia.

Mrs. Shirley White,
Secretary.

Ramseur Churches Unite in World

Day of Prayer Service

The World Day of Prayer Service

Avas observed Friday evening, Feb-

ruary 17, at the Ramseur Christian

Church Avith the other churches in

the community participating. Mrs.

Mane.ss, Avho Avas presiding, gave a

hearty Avelcome to all guests from

other churches.

The theme for the service Avas
*

' One

Flock, One Shepherd." The service

Avas prepared by Indian Christian

leaders in the Cook Training School,

Phoenix, Arizona.

(Continued on page 11.)
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^Missions at Home and Abroad

A Starlet for the Marshall Islands

Fly witli )ue this mDuth to the Mar-

shall Islands. We may learn some-

thing surprising- about the varieties

of transportation available to the

jMarshallese members of our Avider

Christian family.

When you or I need to travel some

distance, Ave can usually choose one

of several ways. We can hike, take

a bus, train, or street car. We can

fly. We can step right out our front

door into our OAA'n ear. In the Mar-

shall Islands, Ave will find the choices

are few, if any. We might swim, but

it AA'ouldn't be safe or practical for

long distances ! We might fly, but

the planes are fcAv and far betAveen,

they land on only a very feAV islands,

and they are often filled Avith govern-

ment officials or priorities. Our only

real choice is to Avait for the little

steamer which, is irregular, infrequent

and undependable

!

When we arrive on JabAvor in the

Marshall Islands, Eleanor Wilson, a

remarkably young looking, bright-

eyed and vigorous Avhite haired lady

will Avelcome us and let us drink in

the beauty of the islands and respond

to the friendly Aveleome of the island-

ers. But she Avill also tell us quickly

that one of her major concerns noAV

is to get a boat, a "starlet," for the

Marshall Islands and she Avill tell us

A\hy. After the ]\Iorning Star VI
sanl^, the missionaries were desperate.

Imagine living A^'here the following

kind of thino' could happen over aiul

over again.

In July the health officer on JabAvor

told Miss Wilson that he Avas afraid

some of their students had appen-

dicitis, and that they should go to the

hospital in Majuro, 180 miles aAvay,

for examination. It Avas August be-

fore the ship came, and Miss Wilson

says "I took the four students to

Majuro. Fortunately, the doctor

there assured me that there Avas noth-

ing Avrong Avith the students—they

probably had gas pains." This time

the endiu2r was comic. It might easi-

ly have been tragic. Due to a change
in ship schedule, Miss Wilson and the

students Avere in Majuro until Sep-

tember. When the ship still didn't

come, she chartered a 50 footer and
brought them back to Jabwor. The
folloAving day Miss Wilson had to

leave again for a conference on

Fonape

!

Another example of their serious

need for a "starlet" of their own is

that due to lack of transportation,

the pastors and teachers from six or

seven atolls could not get to the Bien-

nial Conference, Avhich is their only

conference in tAVO years, their oidy

opportunity for outside contact, fel-

lowship, study and Avider vision.

If you and I Avill help them, our

American Board missionaries in the

Marshall Islands can purchase a io

footer seapan type sailboat Avith auxi-

liary motor for about $10,000. ft

may have a cabin, but it must also

be able to carry cargo, for many of

our Island people can only support

their schools by gifts of copra (dried

coconul ) Avhieh is Avorth $100 a ton,

and the boat can be used for collect-

ing this.

Why not syive an inch ($20.00) a

foot ($240.00) or a yard ($720.00)

of this ncAV "starlet?" Then our

missionaries and felloAV Christians on

these islands will be able to go to

hospitals, schools, and conferences,

Avhich may A\ell mean ueAV life for

their bodies, minds, and spirits. Send
your contribution to the Southern
Convention, Elon College, N. C, for

the March Project of the IMontli, "A
Starlet for the .Marshall Islands."

Project of the Month is sugs'ested

by the Missiouai-y Education Com-
mittee of the Division of Christian

Education. Church schools usin<i'

Pilgrim Series materials Avill find

missionary giving suggestions in their

regular curriculum courses. Project

of the Month is planned for our

church selu)ols using closely graded,

elective or other materials, or for

church schools desiring additional

giving suggestions.

Further "Return to Normal" After

the Flood

Kilanjunai P. ().,

Ramnad Dist, S. India,

February 12, 1956.

Dear Southern Convention Friends:

This i)ast month has been featured

by a further "return to normal" af-

ter the flood. As day after day has

gone by Avith no rain, and the tanks

have dried iip one by one, Ave have

realized Avhat the disaster means uoav

for our area. There will be no second

crop, as Ave had expected Avith the

full reservoirs and abundant rain of

last November, because that Avater

was irretrievably lost during the flood

Avith the breaking of- the tank bunds.

These breaches are uoav all being re-

jiaired -with Government help, so that

future rain Avater Avill not be lost,

l^ut rain Avill probably not come ; Ave

liave had our quota and Avill get no

second chance!

Worls: at the hospital during the

past four weekc has groAvn by leaps

and liounds, so that I have had no

time for even ordinary "living," let

alone progress on the public health

program. Dr. Martin, the Indian

doctor Avho is supposed to come here

every Aveek for two days to relieve

me, finally started in again the first

of this month, so it Avill be easier for

me from noAv on. He was not able

to come for most of November and

all of December because of the Aveath-

er, and was on his annual vacation

during Januaiy.

Everyone seems to agree that w^e

need a full-time doctor to help rae

here, rather than Dr. Martin's part-

time help, if I am to start training

village health workers and doing oth-

er village Avork. Prospects are fair

that Ave will be able to find one, even-

tually. IMeantime, since Ave are living

in the doctor's house, it is up to us

to build another one for the extra

doctor. It seems that a house of the

standard suitable for doctors Avill cost

nearly a thousand dollars in these in-

flated days. But I think Ave had bet-

ter go ahead and build it, and hope

that Ave can find the money to pay
for it eventually.

Those parts of the health program
Avhich I have been able to start dur-

ing these past fcAV months are now
thriving Avell. My baby clinic at the

hospital is getting more and more

l)opular. The prenatal clinic here is

"catching on," ami I uoav have a

fcAV Avomen Avho are coming regularly

for adequate prenatal care instead of

just the one visit. Another prenatal

clinic at a village tliree miles aAvay

is still struggling, but has not died

yet. A series of typhoid innocula-

tions for teachers and students in six

schools in nearby villages is progress-

ing. It is interesting that two Cath-

olic schools are giving the best co-

operation so far.

We have a number of exciting pros-

pects for the immediate future. Af-

ter Ave had planned irrevocably to

take our month's vacation in the hills

in April, we found that a Student

Christian Work (*amp from four

(Continued on page 10.)
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Youth at Work in the Church
Rev. John S. Graves, Editor, Box 336, Elon College, N. C.

Southern Convention Pilgrim

Fellowship to Meet

The Southern Convention Pilgrim

Fellowship will hold its biennial meet-

ingr at the First Christian Church,

Suffolk, Viro:inia, on the weel^-end of

April 7-8.

The Meeting is to begin with reg-

istration at 2 :30 on Saturday after-

noon and to adjourn following the

Sunday morning worship. The hosts

for this meetinc will be the Pilgrim

Fellowship of the Suffollv Church.

Information has been mailed to

all pastors and church school super-

intendents relative to this meeting.

Each local church is entitled to send

two delegates for these important

sessions. Have your delegates been

elected? They should be entered on

the registration forms sent to each

church and forwarded to Mrs. E. C.

AVilkins, The First Christian Church,

Suffolk, Virginia, not later than

April 2nd. This is important!

Any further information desired

may be had by writing to Rev. John

S. Graves, Box 336, Elon College,

North Carolina.

*- * * * *

United Church, Raleigh

The young people of United Church

in Raleigh led the entire service on

Sunday, February 5th, in observance

of Youth Week. Bruce Headley,

played a flute solo for the offertory,

and Chris Suiter and Joanna Over-

ing gave the sermon which dealt with

youth opinion on four items : the

draft, segregation and integration,

college training, and the Christian

Church. Fourteen young people in

all participated as ushers and in other

ways.

Gayloed Noyce,

Pastor.
-* * # * *

News From Amelia Young People

The Pilgrim Fellowship of the

Amelia Christian Church, Clayton,

North Carolina, assumed all respon-

sibilities for the Sunday School and

church service on Sunday, February

12th. Leon Daughtry served as sup-

erintendent of the school, and the

girls of the Youth Fellowsiiip served

as teachers for ^11 classes,

The speaker for the morning wor-
ship service was A. C. Penny, a stu-

dent at North Cai-olina State College,

Raleigh, North Carolina. He used as

his subject :

"

' The Challenge of Youth
Today."

For the evening service a film,

"Second Chance" Avas shown. The
people from the Auburn and Garner
('hurches were invited to share in this

service. Following this service re-

freshments were served during a fel-

lowship hour in the recreation room
of the church. The fellowship was
wonderful

!

Nan Penny.
Beporter.

Virginia Valley Pilgrim Fellowship

Officers Elected

The following information has been
received by the editor of the newly
elected officers of the Valley Young
People : president, Kay Kegey ; sec-

retary, Iris Gail Alien; treasurer,

Dorothy Daugherty
;
Fellowship Com-

mission chairman, Don Richardson;

Faith, Mary Ruth Whitten; Action,

Delores Sandridge. We would like

to have the name of the vice-presi-

dent—please.

*****
Liberty Vance (E N C)

The Liberty Vance Young People

started Youth Week with the con-

ducting of our regular Sunday morn-
ing worship service. Those partici-

pating were : Bettj^ Rae Newton, Ann
Foster, Alton Foster and Ben Kit-

trell. Our guest speaker for the pro-

gram was Douglass Albert, formerly

of Pakistan, now a student at Elon
College. He spoke on his country and
on his view of America.

Showing further initiative, the

members of our group gathered at the

annex Saturday, February 4th, to be-

gin the painting of the interior of

the building. The funds for this

project were taken from the group
treasury.

On Sunday, February 5th, the

members were invited to be the guests

of a progressive supper given by a

number of the church women. The
appetizer Avas enjoyed at the home of

Mrs. Nelson Faulkner, then we
journeyed to the home of Mrs. Mur:
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dock Newman for the main course,

following up as guests of Mrs. Oline

Foster for dessert. We all spent a

very enjoyable evening.

Our Youth Group has shown much
co-operation in our observance of

Youth Week, which we enjoyed very

much. However, we did not let our

plans stop at the close of that week—
we have planned to help the church

in any way we can throughout the

year.

Ann Foster,

Reporter.

MISSIONS AT HOME AND
ABROAD

(Continued from page 9.)

nearby Christian colleges is going to

be held here in Kilanjunai for two

weeks during April. It will be dis-

appointing not to be able to partici-

pate in this first Work Camp in this

part of South India. But at least

they can use our empty house to live

in while they are here, which will be

of some help. They will help rebuild

village churches damaged by the

flood, and will also help with the

building of our maternity ward, doc-

tor's house and health trainees' hos-

tel. The father of the missionary in

charge of the student Christian work
in Madura, Dr. Robert C. Mackie of

the World Council of Churches, is in

Madura visiting his son, and is giv-

ing us invaluable suggestions from

his own vast experience with Work
Camps all over the world, to ensure

that this first one will be a success.

The last item is that our "com-
pounder," Mr. John, finally left this

week for his vacation, the first he has

eoTisented to take in five years. The
day he left, I discovered that he has

been here exactly twenty-five years.

That means that the hospital here is

just twenty-five years old. He and
a consecrated Indian doctor came
here from a Christian Ashram to

start it ; and although the doctor left

several years ago, our compounder
has been here ever since, maintain-

ing his own home, next door to ours,

as a sort of unofficial "ashram" for

boys of various kinds. The example

and influence of his life and service,

I have no doubt, will be a real inspir-

ation to the Work Campers coming
here in April, and to the village

health worker trainees when they

come next fall. So I have no hesita-

tion in recommending Kilanjunai as

an ideal spot for such groups of

young people.

Cordially,

Ed Riggs.
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<lA Page^ for Our Children-)

Mrs. R. L. House, Editor, 1045 23d St., Newport News, Va.

Substitute

On his way to school on INIonday

morning Bob Barker whistled gaily.

In his pocket Avas more money tlian

he usually had.

At the second house in the block he

stopped. The gay Avhistle became

shrill. Dick Peter's head appeared in

an upstairs Avindow.

"I'll be right down," he called.

He came running down the front

steps, history book under his arm.

"We had a big class at Sunday

school yesterday," Dick said as they

Avent doAvn the street. "Where Avere

you?"

Bob rubbed the back of his neck.

"I caught cold Saturday and it set-

tled in my neck. I was sick in bed.
'

'

"We missed you," Dick told him.

"How is it now?"

"It's still a little stiff," Bob re-

plied, "but I can get around. Yester-

day I could hardly move."

They SAvung around the corner and

on their right was a drug store. In

the AvindoAA', shining temptingly, AA'ere

rows of gleaming glasses and many-
colored bottles of soda Avater.

"Let's stop and get a soda," Bob
suggested. "We'A'e plenty of time."

"I'm broke," Dick answered.

Bob grinned. "My treat," he said.

"I'a'c got some extra money this

morning.

"

"A capitalist!" Dick exclaimed.

"Where did it all come from?"
Bob grinned again. "I usually

put a dime in Sunday School and a

dime in church. Because I was sick

yesterday I'm tAventy cents ahead
this morning."

Dick stopped, his hand on the drug
store door.

"Who is going to substitute for

you?" he asked.

Bob's grin gave way to a puzzled

froAvn. "Substitute for what?"
"F'or the money you didn't give to

the church."

"They'll get along," Bob said.

"I know they Avill," Dick replied,

"but only because someone else gives

more. Did your dad pay his taxes

this year?"
' Sure.

'

'

"Why did he?" Dick asked.

"Why, the government expects a

certain amount of money f^o rim

things. If they don't get it they

can't do those things."

"The church uses tLe same plan,"

Dick explained. "It counts on so

much money to do its Avork. If it

don't get it some Avorth-AA'-hile things

must be left undone. That's why the

substitute givers contribute more than

they can afford, because others giA'?

nothing."

Bob looked at the sparkling bottles

in the Avindow. "I played football

all last year Avithout a substitute,''

he said. "I Avon't need a substitute

Avhen it c-omes to supporting the

church." He grinned once more.

"You talked yourself out of a soda,

because I 'm putting that twenty cents

in the collection next Sunday."
"I don't mind," said Dick.

— Kxcl'.ange.

CHURCH WOMEN AT WORK.
(Continued from page 8.)

Miss Janice Dixon and ]\Iiss Ann
Burgess sang a duet, "May Jesus

Christ be Praised." An Indian

Prayer Avas given by Miss Bobby
Webb. "The Lord's Prayer" A^'as

sung by Mrs. Presnell.

Tavo skits were presented depict-

ing a scene in a classroom in Cook
Christian Training School for Indian

Christian leaders. The Characters

were the teacher, portrayed by Mrs.

C. E. Brown and tAvo students, por-

trayed by ]\Irs. Jack White and Mrs.

Elvhi Cox.

Mrs. C. E. Baldwin, Mrs. S. E.

Leonard, Mrs. C. W. Craven, and Mrs.

Sherman Maness served on the pro-

gram committee.

Mrs. Walter Coppedge.

Reporter.*****
Young People Present Program for

Ramseur Missionary Society

Seven girls of Miss Janice Dixon's

Sunday School Class presented a pro-

gram on "Young People in Chris-

tian Service" at the February meet-

ing of th'' Women's Missionary

Society of the Ramseur Christian

Church.

Mrs. C. E. BroAvn presented an

article on "Religious Education at

Elon College."

Mrs. Elvin Cox led the Bible Study

on the Book of Amos, The devotions

were led by Mrs. C. E. BroAvn and

prayer given by Mrs. W. R. Maness.

It Avas voted that the society mem-
bers bring clothing to the March
meeting to be sent to the orphanage

at Elon College.

There were 15 members and 8 visi-

tors present.

Mrs. Virgil Yorl?: Avas liostess for

the meeting. During the social liour

she served a sandwich plate Avith

Russian tea.

Mrs. Walter Coppedge,

Reporter.

* * * * #

Amelia Women's Fellowship

Although the year is fast passing

by we feel we have made progress.

We have had Avonderful programs
Our Thank Offering was received and
sent in. Our Friendly Service Quota
of black cloth Avas sent to our Dis-

trict Friendly service chairman.

At Christmas avc had tAvo girls

from the Christian Orphanage visit

Avith us. Many nice gifts Avere given

to them.

At our February meeting we Avere

fortunate in having our district

superintendent, Mrs. Dick Jackson,

as our guest spealvcr. Mrs. J. C.

Ellis, also of Chapel Hill, N. C, ac-

companied her. Mrs. Jackson talked

on "A Woman to Remember," touch-

ing on her experiences in China. She
showed some of the things Avliich they

had brought back from China.

We were also happy to have Avith

us that evening as invited guests many
of the ladies from the Women's Fel-

loAvship of the Clayton and Plymouth
Cliurches.

Mrs. Jackson's talk Avas very in-

spiring and enjoyed by all. TJie fel-

lowship Avas wonderful.

We regret so much to see the Jack-

sons move to Ohio.

Nan Penny,
Reporter.

NEWS FROM THE CHURCHES.
(Continued from page 6.)

to neighbors is a big job, for most of

them ncA'cr lived next door to any-

thing but a cotton patch.

But Delmo is more than a com-

munity, it is a battlefield, one of the

many still remaining in rural Ameri-

ca.

To shoAV our concern for our neigh-

bor's, many cotton fields aAvay, Ave Avill

Avork on some things which are need-

ed at Delmo at our Family Night

this Sunday.

—

From First Church,

Greensboro, News etter.
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Sunday School Lesson
By Rev. H. S. Hardcastle, D. D.

Jesus Interprets History

Lesson XI—Mahcii 11, 1956.

Memory Selection: "Heaven and

earth .ihall pass aiva}/: hut mii

words shall net pass away." Luke

21 :33.

Background Scripture: Lula^ 17:

20-21; Luke 21:5-38.

DEVOTroNAL Reading : Romans 8 :28-

39.

This is not an easy lesson to teach.

That is not defeatism, but it is real-

ism. For this lesson—the entire les-

son—deals with some words of Jesus

that have caused about as many dif-

ferences of opinion as any words he

ever spoke. Some scholars call it

"The Little Apocalypse." The word
"apocalypse" means "a disclosure."

It was a familiar form of literature

among the Jews. It Avas a certain

philosophy of world history. It con-

cerned "the end of the age" and "the

age to come." Briefly, it asserted

that the present age is hopelessly

evil, and is destined to groAv Avorse

and worse. Nothing that men can do

will help to improve it or to Avard off

destruction. There were to be "wars
and rumors of Avar, tumults, famines

and pestilences, great earthquakes,

terrors and signs from heaven and

great signs." The Avorld must groAv

worse before it could become better.

Or rather be remade, by a miraculous

act of God. When things got com-

pletely rotten, God Avould step in,

and by sheer poAver overthroAV the

evil and establish the good. Satan

would be overthroAvn, Iniman tyrants

would be stripped of poAver and over-

throAvn. there Avould be a "day of

judgement" for both the living and

the dead, there Avould be a Avorld-Avide,

indeed universe Avide conflagration,

and a
'

' ucav heaven and a ucav earth
'

'

Avould be brought into being.

This philosophy of life grcAv out of

the experiences of the Jewish people.

It was born of despair. The high'

hopes of the prophets of Israel had

not been realized. The ucav order

predicted by them had not come to

pass. And there were no signs of the

coming of the ncAV order. The Jcavs

Avere humiliated, oppressed. But the

pious JcAv could not believe that God
had absolutely deserted the nation.

Hence, despairing of all human effort,

JeA\'ish apocalypticism—that is the

sixty-four dollar Avord—looked for

divine and immediate intervention,

and deliverance by God himself, by a

mighty act.

One tiling can be said for this

strange doctrine, Avhich Avas often ex-

pressed in lurid words and mysteri-

ous figures and symbols; it Avas a

bra\e assertion of faith in the face of

hitter disappointments and enormous
odds. It was an expression of the in-

diseouragable faith and the undying
hope of tile JcAvish people.

The chief ideas of JeAvish apoca-

lypticism reappear in modern premil-

lennialism—another sixty-four dollar

word! But with differences. The
latter believes in the poAver of the

gospel to regenerate individual lives.

It also expects the "present age" to

end Avith the "second coming" of

Christ, Avho shall reign for a thousand
years before the final judgement of

all souls and the end of Avorld history

in the eternal order of God.

To sum up, this strange philosophy

of history, had elements of permanent
value. It asserts (1) a conviction of

a divine purpose in history; (2) the

ultimate triumph of God; (3) recog-

nition or the value of the individual

;

(4) a confident hope of life after

death. It also emphasizes the fact

of judgement, Avhich is a fact indeed.

It also asserts that the Kingdom of

God may come sometimes through
Avorld conditions that proclaim the

awful folly of current views and Avays

of life that start men to thinking and
moving in new directions.

NoAV all of this—and I am in-

debted to Dr. Ernest Fremont Tittle

for the general ideas here presented
—has meaning for today's lesson

which includes as a Avhole the ' * Little

Apocalypse" as contained in Luke
21 :5-38. For Jesus AA'as a child of his

age, and he had to think, and to pre-

sent his teachings in terms of the

thinking of his people. To be sure,

he Avas an independent thinker. But
he never Avould have got over his

message if he had not used the langu-

ageage of his age and people. Fur-
thermore lie undoubtedly shared some
of the ideas of this philosophy of life.

But there are two points at Avhich he

differed from this basic philosophy:

(1) he did not believe that the pres-

ent age Avas Avholly under the rule of

evil, and (2) he believed the King-

dom of God Avas a present reality, al-

though its full glory was yet to be re-

vealed. He believed that men can

have fellowship with God here and
noAv. He believed that the Kingdom.

Avas to be brought about or to pass,

not by signs and Avonders primarily,

but by a turning to God (unforced)

and by penitence, obedience and
trust. And he believed that the

divine deliverance Avould come not

only to the Jcavs, but to all men Avho

had yielded themselves to God and

sought to obey his rule. It is against

this background that today's lesson

must be considered. The Avriter of

these notes feels that such a back-

ground is just as important, if not

more important than a verse by verse

interpretation or exposition of the

lesson. But there are important and

simple lessons in the Scriptures for

today. Here are some of them

:

1 God is Sovereign of nations and

the God of history.

2. God is working out his Avill eA'en

today, in spite of, and indeed through

Avorld conditions.

3. Nations as Avell as individuals

will have to stand in judgement be-

fore God.

1. The Kingdom of God is both

present and future.

5. The Kingdom of God Avill come,

not suddenly, but gradually.

6. The Kingdom of God is not to

be identified Avith any earthly king-

dom or any form of government or

economic system.

7. ]\Ien should live expectantly and

alert in any age and every age.

8. Watchfulness and prayerful-

ness are necessary qualities of the

citizen of the Kingdom.

9. Righteousness Avill eventually

conquer evil.

10. Christ's Kin|gdom and rule

shall increase more and more and of

the increase of his government and of

peace there shall be no end.

Based on "International Sunday School

Lessons;" Copyrighted 1954 by Division of

Christian Education, National Council of the

Churches in the U. S. A.

There is no other organization that

tests all human values as the church

does. It is the only organization in

Avliich human values are put to the

severest test, and that is the reason

Avhy church members are watched

and criticized so m.uch by outsiders.

They unconsciously recognize the im-

portance of chui'ch members being

good members.
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ECHOES PROM THE ANNUAI.
MEETING ON CHRISTIAN

EDUCATION.

(Continued from page 5.)

attention to what it is doing' there."

Mr. Cousins said he was confident

that America could meet this chal-

lengje because of "nobility of spirit,

a readiness to see the big picture, and
a determination to commit itself to

the cause of a better world."

William H. Robinson of the Chica-

go Church Federation's Youth Serv-

ice Bureau, accented this challenge

at a public mass meeting by declar-

ing, "Juvenile delinquency is the

'Achilles heel' of our society." He
called for more Christian education

teachers; early spotting of vulnera-

ble children
;
campaigns for increased

Sunday school attendance; develop-

ment of a common ground for relig-

ious instruction in public schools a-

mong Jews, Protestants and Catho-

lics; use of social workers as minis-

terial aids among young people ; and
the development of family life educa-

tion.

Edward D. Grant, Louisiana in-

stitutions head, deplored the "lack
of religious organization in institu-

tions," and said that "the home
church should bear a continuing re-

sponsibility toward each member,
wherever they are. Most churches

completely neglect this."

Rev. Dr. Erwin L. Shaver, the Na-
tional Council's weekday religious

education head, termed the weekday
church school "a significant force in

the lessening and prevention of juv-

enile delinquency." He said the pro-

gram provides religious knoAvledge

for thousands of otherwise religious-

ly illiterate boys and girls. "Its
scope is so wide," he said, "that it

reaches 30 to 60 per cent of the big-

city children with no other ties to

the church."

"The first stirrings of world-wide
fellowship, the great new fact of this

era, must permeate the mass of peo-

ple of all continents to give them an
under.standing across barriers of race,

nation and distance," said Miss Epi-
fania Castro of Manila, P. I., and the

World Council of Christian Educa-
tion.

The church needs people to do the

"reaching out." Rev. Dr. Elmer
Million, director of the department
of the ministry, declared that it is

presently taking thirty churches to

recruit a single seminary student.

"Concerted and continuous action"
by the churches is needed to keep a

constant flow of young persons into

church-related vocations. He labeled

today's annual 6,500 seminary grad-

uates "a thin gray line" from 200,-

000 Protestant congregations of 54,-

000,000 persons.

The same note was sounded by ^Irs.

Doris C. Demaree of Fraidvlin, Ind.,

chairman of children's work of the

liidiana Council of Churches and last

year's winner of the Russell Colgate

award—the highest Protestant honor

for service to Christian education.

"The church can no longer depend

on people 'volunteering' to be lead-

ers," she said. "It must go after

them. It should follow the pattern

of enlistment and training used by
Jesus. He developed followers. From
among those who showed leadership

qualities, he chose those to Avliom he

gave additional leadership training.

We need to reevaluate and greatly

strengthen our work with youth and
adults. Somehow, we are not devel-

oping fully committed Christians,

those who not only know what they

believe, but who are willing to live

what they believe."

Loren Walters of Philadelphia,

Evangelical and Reformed Church
leadership head, and director of last

summer's Sunday School Convention,

paid tribute to the two and a half

million lay persons who serve as Sun-
day and weekday church school teach-

ers as "the backbone of the nation's

church schools." He said that while

public schools and colleges were
struggling to pay higher salaries for

better teachers, the Sunday church
schools relied on a great host of vol-

unteer teachers to carry on the task

of Christian education. These teach-

ers, he said realized that Christian

education was "the most vital task

in the world today."

Most people respond to Christian

experiences which come in a gradual
manner, said psychologist Dr. Jesse

Ziegler of Bethany Biblical Semina-
ry, Chicago. "Sudden emotional cri-

ses produce less than 7 per cent of

'committed Christians,' " he said.

As for those who have committed
themselves, Dr. Ziegler said they felt

they 'belonged somewhere,' their anx-
iety was reduced, their daily life had
taken on new purpose, and they re-

lated themselves to the church in

meaningful ways.

"Christians," said Rev. Reuel L.

Howe of Alexander, Virginia, "should
take their places in the fellowship of

God's people, not to be ministered

unto, but to minister. The real min-

istry is carried on on the frontiers

where men live, work, and play. If

the businessman in his office does not

have a real ministry, the church's

ministry is helpless. Realistically,

therefore, tlie ordained minister has

a responsibility to train parents and
the businessman in the content and
methods of his part of the work of

the church and the parents must
train the children.

"Too many children are just 'left'

in Sunday school by their parents

and thus get the idea that Christiani-

ty is 'kid stuff' and may later be dis-

carded," declared the Rev. C. Wil-
liam Sydnor, Protestant Episcopal

church school curriculum executive.

"The parent is the primary Chris-

tian educator," he pointed out.

"Home is where children do most of

their living and learning. Home re-

lationships are continued in church
as parents and children worship to-

gether. Then in church school, with
those their own age, children learn

hoAv to face up to life's problems and
what the Christian religion has to

say about them. "Our job," he said,

"is to make living Christians, not

theologians, out of people. '

'

Cincinnati teen-agers appearing on
a panel represented the first move in

the coordination of Boy Scouts, Girl

Scouts, I'MCA, YWCA, and Camp
Fire Girls in the youth department's
new church agency committee design-

ed to eliminate "overlapping and
competition" as their work affects

the work of the churches.

Opposition to the use of public

funds for the operation of private

church-related schools was expressed
by Dr. John Q. Schisler, retiring ex-

ecutive of the Methodist Board of

Education. "The spending of tax
money should be controlled by those

elected by all the people," he said,

"and taxes should not be used for

the operation of sectarian schools."

Addressing a breakfast meeting oji

"Religion and Public Education, he
said that public schools can and
should teach that "human ethical

and moral values have their sanction
in God. In the affirming of religion

as an essential factor in our cultural
heritage, such teaching about religion

does not impair the doctrine of the
separation of church and state."

The difference between a church
that stands before the community as

a strong and vigorous church, and
exerts upon the community a strong
and vital influence and a church which
has but little influence is—^you.
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The Christian Orphanage
John G. I'ruitt, Superintendent

Dear Friends:

Thank you for our good report

this week. The one thousand dollar

cheek from a friend helped us a

very great deal. Not only does the

money help provide a home for home-

less children, thus giving them a

chance to be reared in a Christian

home with all the advanta,ges of a

good school, good clothes and good

training so that they may grow up to

be good leaders and citizens in their

community, but this check also in-

spires the superintendent to try to

be worthy of such help and to do a

good job. "And he shall reward

everyone according to his works."

Life is what we make it by the

grace of God. Everyone likes to do

those things which give joy and sat-

isfaction within. The feeling that the

best within iis, our oavu private last-

ing joy is of value to others, is some-

thing whicli in the final analysis we
can work for. It is something we
can ask for God's guidance upon. It

blesses others and builds our own
character and worthwhileness in the

world. According to the Christian

hope and faith it is that which we can

take with us. Therefore any one of

ns can be happy when we see others

getting a joy out of investments which

make them "co-workers together
with God."

The 40,000 coupons which people

sent in to the orphanage in 1955 shoAV

that others are tliinking of these chil-

dren. The large number of friends

who have made contributions of time,

or paint, or materials or other ar-

ticles of value, shows that folks are

thinking- about the home in which

these boys and girls are reared.

Just this week our Congregational

Christian f!hurch in Gibsonville has

had members here furnishing the

paint and painting the lix'ingroom of

the Baby Home. This group of near-

by neighbors sparked by Mr. and
Mrs. P. B. Robbins and others, and
encouraged by their pastor, the Eev.

J. Lester Stanley, has done good

things for us. The orphanage has

joined others in painting all the other

rooms on the first floor of the Baby-

Home. Miss Dorothy Strickland and
the housemother, Mrs. Privette, help-

ed to furnish the paint. Mrs. R. V.

Kirlvinan, of Winston-Salem, contri-

buted draperies for the children's

TV and study room. Right around

the campus in every building there

are abundant evidences of kind hands

and big hearts.

The children themselves are being

taught to take a pride in the clean-

liness and beauty of their buildings

and their own rooms. They make
better grades in school and walk a

nobler path when the surroundings

are right. Those of us who immediate-

ly bear the responsibility of develop-

ing the best possible personality in

each child here greatly appreciate

all this help.

We hope that this our Golden An-
niversary year will be a best yet

year in the training and care of each

one of these children. Your combin-

ed help and goodwill will be reward-

ed in the results.

John G. Truitt,

Superintendent.

REPORT FOR FEBRUARY 22, 1956.

Sunday School Monthly Offerings.

Amount brought forward $ 3,134.63

Eastern N. C. Conference:

Morrisville $ 5.85

Pleasant Union 25.00

Eastern Va. Conference:

Autioeh $ 14.00

Rdsemont 65.00

1.85

X. C. and Va. Conference:

Ilfhron S. S $10.00

Mt. Zion S. R 17.83

Union (Va.) 15.00

Union (Va.) S. S. 4 5.00

Winston-Salem 63.00

Western N. C. Conference:

Ether $40.00
Grace's Chapel 71.58

Total $ 332.26

Grand total $ 3,466.89

Special Offerings.

Amount brought forward $ 2,808.08

The Young People's Class,

Reidsville Church $15.00
Philathea Qass, Suifolk

Church 5.00

Mrs. J. E. Eawls, Suffolk

Virginia 25.00

A Friend 1,000.00

Mr. & Mrs. Floyd A. Turn-
er, Suffolk, Va. 50.00

Lehigh Valley Railroad

Co. (Dividend) 1.20

Helping Hand S. S. Class,

Apple's Cliapel 17.00

In Memory of E. Gordon
Malone, Jr 5.00

In Memory of W. L. Burke,

Jr 10.00

In Memory of W. L. Burke,
Jr 10.00

Til Memory of Mrs. Frank
Wells 5.00

In Memory of Mrs. Jobie

Harrell 5.00

111 Memory of Mrs. Mills

Robert Pulley 2.00

In Memory of E. H. Steele,

Jr 5.00

Special Gifts 50.00

1,205.20

Grand total $ 4,013.28

Total for the week $ 1,537.46

Total for the year $ 7,480.17

CONFERENCE RESOLUTION.
(Continued from page 2.)

the Snow Hill Congregational Chris-

tian Church. We wish for the fam-
ily happiness and God-speed.

Earl T. Farrell,

Secretary.

MEMORIAL GIFTS
"Instead of Flowers"

Dr. )ohn G. Truiti

Cl)ristian Orphanage

Elon College, N. C.

Dear Dr. Truitt:

Please acknowledge the enclosed $ as a memorial gift

sent to the Christian Orphanage in lieu of flowers in memory of:

(Name of Deceaied) (City) ( D»tf of Death

)

( Survivor to be Written ) ( Address

)

Name

Address
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African Minister Trains at Andover

Newton

All Ndebele woman from Mt. Sil-

inda, Southern Rhodesia, Africa,

whose loRC'est trop away from her

home village was to Johannesburg,

South Africa, Avill reach Logan In-

ternational Airport this Wednesday
morning, February 22, on Flight 521,

BOAC, from London, arriving around

6:45 a. m.

She is Mrs. Canaan Sitliole coming

for reunion with her Ndebele hus-

band, Ndabaiiingi Sithole, now train-

ing for the Christian ministry at And-

over Newton Theological School, New-
ton, Mass. Mr. Sithole and fellow

students from Andoved Newton met

her.

Mr. Sithole readied America about

a year ago and the unique story of

how he emerged from a pagan home
where he was ushered into the world

with witch doctor rites, secured an

education and became a teacher

through his own grit and determina-

tion, has been told in the press, radio

and television.

It w^ns his wife, Canaan, who gave

him the support he needed in his de-

cision to come to America leaving

her and their four children in Africa.

Now American Congregational Chris-

tian Churches, youth groups and con-

ferences have made it possible for

Mrs. Sithole to join her husband here.

In Africa she leaves the four chil-

dren, Sipikelelo, 9, meaning "Perse-

verance"; Dingindleki, 6, "Find the

Way"; Zibonele, 4, "See it for Your-

self" and Sifiso, the last arrival,

Avhich means "Wish." The Sithole

children's names all have special sig-

nificance to their parents.

Mrs. Sithole is a second genera-

tion Christian and her father is a

local preacher in the Brethren in

Christ Church. Her great-grand-

father was a captain under Mzilikazi

and her grandfather a captain under
King Lobengula who led the God-
Iwyo Regiment that fiercely but un-

successfully resisted British penetra-

tion into what is now called Southern
Rhodesia.

Like other Nedebele girls, Mrs.

Sithole 's earliest occupation M'as tend-

ing goats and cattle and carrying

water from the river and firewood

from the forest. She was sent to a
kraal mission school and later work-

ed her way through the teacher train-

ing course at the Dadaya Mission

where she later became girls' matron.

Here she met and married Mr. Sithole.

In 1948 Mrs. Sithole felt the need

of "seeing something of the world"
in order to keep pace with her hus-

band, and with his consent, but

against the opposition of her parents,

she spent a year in Johannesburg in

the home of Rev. and Mrs. Lee D.

Bergsman, American Board of For-

eis'ii Missions missionaries from Bos-

ton, Massachusetts. She then re-

turned to Tigwani where her hus-

band was teaching and later went

"Teach," "Teacher" and "Teaching"

Number Six of a Series of Articles

Bj/ Dr. Luther N. WEic-r.i;.

The verb didasko appears ninety-

seven times in the Greek New Testa-

ment, and it is always translated

"teach." It is used more often than

any other verb to describe what Jesus

did throughout his ministry—more

often than even the word for
'

' heal.
'

'

As Jesus lived and worked among
men, he chose the role of teacher

( didaskalos) . The four gospels agree

in so portraying him. People spoke

of him as such, and they addressed

him as "Teacher." Unfortunately,

the King James Version tends to hide

this fact from the English reader.

It represents the gospels as applying

the word "teacher" to Jesus only

once. But that is only because it

used the Englis word "master" as a

translation for the Greek w^ord for

"teacher" in forty-one other cases

where this word is applied to Jesus.

This overwhelming preference of the

King James Version for the word
"master" simply reflects the usage

in British schools, where they call

teachers masters.

The word "doctor" originally

meant teacher, and it is so used three

times in the King James Version.

(Luke 2 : 46 ; 5 : 17 ; Acts 5 : 34.) In

I Timothy 1:7, KJ uses "teacher of

the law" for the same Greek term

with him to Mt. Silinda Institute, an
American Board school, where he

taught until he came to the USA.
Mrs. Sithole has been serving as

Girls' Matron.

Mrs. Sithole, like her liusband, be-

^ie^es in independence of action and
thought wliich is significant in view
of tlie fact that it is customary in

Africa for no decisions to be made
until all the relatives have approved.

which it renders "doctor of the law"
in Luke and Acts.

In 1611 the word "doctrine" de-

noted the act of teaching as w^ell as

the content of teaching. "He said

unto them in his doctrine" means
"he said to them in his teaching."

(Mark 4:2; 12:38.) This sense of

the word is now obsolete, and the

revised ^'ersions use '

' teaching '

' more
often than "doctrine." Where the

King James Version translated di-

dache and didaskalia as "learning"
once, "teaching" once, and "doc-
trine" forty-eight times, the Revised

Standard Version has "teaching"
thirty-three times, "doctrine" four-

teen times, "instruction" twice, and
"lesson" once.

In 1946 the Rev. E. Major Shav-
ers, a Negro minister, was called to

the all-white Church of Christian Fel-

lowship, San Diego, Calif. On Sun-
day, January 22, Mr. Shavers was the

recipient of a $500 life membership
in the National Association for the

Advancement of Colored People.

Through his elforts, the church lias

now become inter-racial, with 85 per

cent of its members being also mem-
bers of the NAACP.

In order to hear the voice of God,

we must be quiet and silent before

him.

—

Toyohiko Kagawa.

Dates to Remember
1956

February 27-

March 2

March 4-11

March 12-16

March 18-25

May 1-3

North Carolina Lay Visitation Evangelism

North Carolina Simultaneous Evangelistic Services

Virginia Lay Visitation Evangelism

Virginia Simultaneous Evangelistic Services

Centennial Session of the Southern Convention

Union Ridge Congregational Christian Church

Route 2, Burlington. North Carolina

"THE LIVING WORD'*
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''Your Government and You'*

Churchmen eager to learn how to "do it yourself"—270 of them

from 32 states and the District of Columbia—came to Washington last

month to observe at first hand the operations of their Federal Govern-

ment. This was the annual Churchmen's Washington Seminar, with

seventeen denominations participating this year. From the opening talk

by Mrs. Theodore O. Wedel, president of United Church Women, on

"Religious Motivation for Political Concern," to the closing session in

which Republican and Democrat spokesmen each presented his party's

position on issues in the 1956 Campaign, this Seminar was jam-packed

with interest for the Christian who takes his citizenship seriously.

The delegates heard an analysis of major political issues by a fore-

most Washington correspondent, and a description of the process of

policy formation in Washington by the director of the Legislative Refer-

ence Service of the Library of Congress. They went to the State Depart-

ment for discussion of current problems in United States Foreign Policy

with top officials, and they visited other agencies of the Government to

learn about particular programs. They visited their Congressmen, at-

tended committee hearings, and witnessed Congress in session. They

heard addresses on our foreign policy in relation to Asia and on the role

of the military in our national life.

The obligation of delegates to put to use what they learned in Wash-

ington was stressed in a session on Christian responsibility for civic and

political life. As the meeting came to a close there seemed to be general

agreement that one of the most useful things delegates could do was to

give leadership in their own states and communities for similar projects

focussed on state and local problems. The delegates recognized that

government is not only in Washington but throughout the land, from

the smallest school district to the agencies of our states and municipalities,

as well as in the great programs of our Federal establishment, and that

Christians have a proper and necessary concern with government where

ever it is found. —E. F. A.
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If This Be Religion

HERE NEVER was a time when I did not believe in

world brotherhood and in the unity of the church, but

I have learned that a great truth loses its cutting quality

when it is turned into a mere topic of discourse. I have

no hesitancy in saying that the movements that make

church dignitaries throw their hats in the air, keep them

shuttling back and forth between the United States and the rest of the

world in great excitement, will come to naught, unless we can reach

down into the heart of the church where individuals are playing at

religion, open their eyes to the simple gospel that demands that indi-

viduals share the every-day interests of their neighbors, and that they

play the part in religion that men ought to play. You can't dress up

an idea and make it play the part of a character. Great deeds are never

exhibited on a large scale. They are not the actions of great crowds;

they are always the sacrificial deeds of individual persons.

When I think of the Christian movement, I think of a movement

that was launched not by men who played on the fringes of it, or by

lotus eaters, or by men who wore broad smiles in the midst of a crisis

that could rock the world off its hinges, or by theologians with smooth-

turning keys to the enigmas of the universe; but by cross bearers; by

men who did not know all the movements of God; by men who said,

"Here am I. I'll pit the Gospel against all the problems of the world.

Here am I, O Lord, send me."

Somewhere long ago I read that civil life in Rome in the days

of the early churches was safe and tranquil. But there was one danger

spot—the Christian Church. Join that, and you took the risk of being

thrown to the lions. The church became the center of attraction for

heroic souls. It was the heroism of the Christians that conquered the

world of that day. I know of no other terms on which the Christian

Church can conquer the world in which we are living now.

—Frederick Keller Stamm.
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Thanks to ReA'. George D. Alley of

the Suffolk Christian Church for his

monthly News Letter, and thus for

our first page this week.

On Palm Sunday evening, March

25, the Suffolk Christian Church will

present its annual Easter Pagent in

the sanctuary of tlie church. The

four church choirs, under the direc-

tion of David Brown Harrell, minis-

ter of music, and the cast, under the

direction of Miss Gladys Yates, will

combine for this presentation.

The Christian Sun will publish a

special "Missions Number" next

week. As many of the regular fea-

tures will appear as space Avill per-

mit. Some will have to be omitted in

order to give as much emphasis a,s

possible to the Missions Period in the

church calendar. Items which are

left out will appear the following

week.

The Rev. E. T. Gotten, minister of

the Plymouth Congregational Church
of Cincinnati, Ohio, Avas suprised on

February 28, at the annual business

meeting of the church, by the gift of

a beautiful Omega automatic gold

wrist watch, in appreciation of his

twenty years' service as minister of

this church. Mr. Gotten is an East-

ern Virginian by birth and has many
friends and relatives in the Southern

Convention area. The Christian

Sun offers its congratulations.

We are printing in this issue the

Sunday School lessons for March 18

and also for March 25. This is being

done that there be no chance that our

readers will be without this Avnluable

help either Sunday. While speaking

of Sunday school lessons, we would

like to say that if everyone who con-

tributes to a church jmper could b'-

relied upon to the extent that Dr.

Hardcastle can in getting in his copy,

there would be far fewer headaches

for those responsible for seeing that

a paper comes out each week. He
lets nothing interfere with getting in

his material, and on time.

Dr. David W. Shepherd, pastor of

Union Church, Virgilina, Va., accom-

panied by his family, will leave Fri-

day, March 9th, to spend the week-

end in Ghipley, Georgia, where he

will deliver the Chancel Dedicator}'

Sermon at Oak Grove Congregational

Christian Church, Sunday afternoon.

Oak Grove Church, where Dr. Shep-

herd served as pastor for a number
of years before coming to Virginia,

has completely remodeled, refurnish-

ed, and its sanctuary dedecorated.

The Superintendent of the Southeast-

ern Convention will preach at the

morning worship service.

In a letter to Superintendent Wm.
T. Scott, regarding the recently held

Evangelism Workshops, Dr. Aaron
N. Meckel, of the First Congregation-

al Church, St. Petersburg, Florida,

says: ''It was a real joy to serve the

Southern Convention recently in the

cause of Evangelism. I found a

splendid spirit of loyalty and devo-

tion arnongs the ministers and people

of the convention. You folks of the

Southern Convention really have

something very precious, and I hope

you realize it." Dr. Meckel has been

most generous in contributing ser-

mons to the pages of The Sun from

time to time.

Simultaneous Evangelistic Services

in North Carolina

Over one-half of our churches in

North Carolina are participating in

special evangelistic services this week.

Our churches have as evangelists

their own pastors, pastors from Vir-

ginia, and several Evangelical & Re-

formed pastors.

This is the greatest concentration

of evangelistic services in the history

of our North Carolina churches. We
wait in faith and prayer for the re-

sults God will send.

Fred P. Register.
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Ministers and Social Security
Ministers who have elected to be

covered by social security and who
are considering' retirement during

1956 will need to know how their old

age insurance benefits under the

Social Security Act will be computed

and how the date of their retirement

Avill affect the anuMint of the benefits

to which they will be entiled.

Also, ministers who are serving as

chaplains in the employ of Federal,

state, or local government and, as

such, are not covered by old age and

survivors insurance, will want to

know other means by which they

may be able to obtain this protection.

The Bureau of Old Age and Sur-

vivor Insurance, Social Security Ad-

ministration, has supplied informa-

tion on both tliese matters, which is

as follows:

Benefits FoUoynna Retirement in

1956—

A minister 65 years of age or older,

who has elected to be covered by

social security beginning with 1955

may qualify for old-age insurance

benefits as early as April, 1956, if he

had net earnings of at least $400 in

1955, and if he can establish that his

net earnings for 1956 will be at least

that much.

The amount of the monthly bene-

fit checks which may be payable as

early as April, 1956, would usually

be based upon his earnings for 1955,

the only year for which he had al-

ready filed a social security tax re-

turn. These earnings would be aver-

aged out over 18 months. At the be-

ginning of 1957 Avhen his tax return

for 1956 is available, his benefit a-

mount would be refigured to count in

his 1956 earnings. Two different

recomputations would be made at

this time:

1. his total earnings for 1955 and

for 1956 would be added to-

gether and averaged out over

the corresponding 24 months,

2. his earnings for 1955 would be

added to one-half his earnings

for 1956, and the total averaged

out over a period of 18 months.

He would then be paid the ben-

efit amount based on the higher

of the two averages. The a-

mount of any increase in his

benefit amount over what he

had been receiving would then

be payable to him retroactively

to the month of his retirement.

To have average monthly earn-

ings of $350, and so qualify for the

maximum benefit of $108.50 a month,

a minister retiring during 1956 would

have to ha'\'e net earnings of $4200

in 1955 and $4200 in 1956\ Tf he had

been earning exactly $4200 a year,

and retired in mid-1956 after he had
earned $2100 without any additional

eai'uings for the year, his average

monthly earnings, under the 18-month

computation described above, would

be based on his $4200 earnings for

1955 plus one-half of the $2100 which

wyre his total earnings for 1956 ($4,-

200 plus $1,050—a total of $5,250).

His average monthly earnings would
come out to about $291, resulting in

a benefit amount of $96.70 a month.

Under the 24-month computation, his

1955 earnings of $4200 would be add-

ed to the $2100 he earned in 1956,

and the total divided by 24 months

would give him average monthly

earning-s of about $262, and a re-

sulting monthly benefit of $90.90. He
would, therefore, be paid tlie benefit

of 96.70 based on average monthly

earnings of $291.

(lO'vervment-employed Chaplains and
Social Security—
While services performed by a min-

ister of a church in the exercise of

his ministry or by a member of a re-

ligious order in the exercise of duties

i-equired by the order are covered by
social security on an individual elec-

tive basis as self-employment earn-

ings, coverage under this provision

in the social security law does not ap-

ply to employees performing these

services for the Federal, State or lo-

cal governments.

Services performed by such an em-

ployee are not regarded as in the

exercise of his ministry, even though

they may involve the ministration of

sacerdotal functions or the conduct

of religious worship. For example,

services performed by a chaplain in

the Armed Forces of the United

States are considered to l)e performed

by a commissioned officer in his capa-

city as such, and not by a minister in

the exercise of his ministry. Similar-

ly, a chaplain in a State prison is re-

garded as a civil servant of the State

and the ministerial duties he per-

forms in the prison are not consider-

ed to be in the exercise of his minis-

try for social security purposes.

A Federal, S'tate or local govern-

ment chaplain can gain social securi-

ty coverage other than as an employee

of a governmental unit. If he has

fees for officiating at weddings,

funerals, or baptisms, these fees are

regarded as self-employment earn-

ings. If these fees total $400 or more
in a taxable year, he may elect to be-

come covered by social security as a

self-employed iDorson. Such fees,

but not his earnings as a Federal,

State or local government employee,

would be considered self-employment

income.

A chaplain in the einploy of a State

or local government unit, moreover

would be brought under social securi-

ty as an employed person if and when
the State made an agreement with the

Federal Government to bring other

employees of the unit under social

security.

If a chaplain has any questions

about his status under social security,

he should get in touch with his social

security district office. If he had
fees totaling at lea»st $400 in 1955 for

ministerial services outside his duties

as a Federal, State or local employee,

he may wish to report them as self-

emi^loyment income. To do so, lie

must signify his intention of being

cover 'd as a self-employed person

for such non-Federal State or local

government ministerial earnings. In

order to liave his 1955 earnings from

these sources credited to his social

security account, he must file a cer-

tificate on Forin 2031 with the In-

ternal Revenue Service by April 15,

1956, with the understanding that an

election of coverage, once made, can-

not be withdrawn.

Earnings After Retirement—

-

F(n- purposes of social security,

services performed by a duly ordain-

ed, commissioned or licensed minister

in the exercise of his mJnistry, either

before or after retirement, are con-

sidered to be those of a self-employed

person.

In common witli all beneficiaries

under age 72, he will not incur a loss

of benefits if his earnings are $1,200

or less for the taxable year. If his

earnings exceed $1,200 for the tax-

able year, then for each $80 (or frac-

tion thereof) above the $1,200 ex-

emption, one benefit check will be

withheld. However, no benefit check

will be withheld for any month in

which he does not render substantial

services in the exercise of ministerial

duties, regardless of the amount of

his earnings from those duties in

other months of the year.

(Continued on page 15.)
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Christian Compasion
Compassion, according to the dictionary, is sor-

row for the sufferings of others. It is stronger than

sympathy, and deeper than pity. It is reacting to

the troubles of others as if they were one's own.

Compassion was the characteristic response of

Jesus to human need, wherever he encountered it.

He was concerned about die hungry, the sick and

the maimed. The Jews had no dealings with the

Samaritans, but Jesus appreciated goodness in a

Samaritan the same as when he saw it in a Jew,

and his compassion reached out to the sufferings

of any person, irrespective of race. He healed the

daughter of a Syrophoenician woman who was a

Greek.

In order to appreciate the compassion of Jesus

we must see it against the background of the Old
Testament attitude of the Israelites. The early

books of the Old Testament show a humane con-

sideration for all mankind; but as the number of

people increased, tribal consciousness and national

interests overshadowed humanitarian attitudes.

Ambitious rulers could see no way to enhance

the power of their governments except to conquer

and subject other peoples or to destroy them.

Jesus came to establish a Kingdom of God upon
earth, in which brotherhood, peace and love should

reign. When Jesus was born, Rome ruled the

world. Rome had conquered the world with the

sword. Even little Palestine was a tributary of the

mighty Roman Empire. When Jesus began to

show forth his power, his fellow countrymen saw

in him the possibility that with him as leader the

Roman yoke might be thrown off. Jesus stead-

fastly renounced the use of military power. In the

place of cruelty, he would enthrone compassion,

conquest would be supplanted by cooperation, and

in the place of martial might love would reign.

The seeds of compassion which Jesus planted

in the hearts of men have germinated, grown up,

and brought forth fruit. The world in which we
live is a very different world from the time when
Jesus fed the hungry, healed the sick, and gave

sight to the blind. Men have learned how to make
the soil bring forth food in such abundance that

surplus food is one of the big problems for which

he United States Government has been unable to

find a solution. But half the people of the world

are still hungry.

Much has been done to alleviate human suffer-

ing. More remains to be done. Christian compas-

sion does not yet match the sorrows of mankind.

The material resources of the earth are sufficient

to supply the needs of all mankind. The tragedy

is that so much of earth's material resources are

devoted to building the weapons of war and sup-

plying luxuries for a part of the people.

The above are not pleasant thoughts for the

meditations of Lent. If we consider them long

enough and seriously enough, they enkindle in our

hearts something of the compassion which was in

the heart of Jesus. Without this compassion, we
shall not be prepared for the Easter message. It is

a message of power, the power which raised Jesus

from the dead. That power can transform the

world, if there is enough Christian compassion to

use it.

Unity in the Church
Lent is a season of special penitence and self-

examination. It should be observed by the indi-

vidual Christian in that spirit. The local church

will also profit if it carefully examines its own
corporate life. The effectiveness of the spiritual

ministry of the local church is more than the sum
total of the individual lives of its members. A
church is able to witness effectively for the Christ

only when there is unity and harmony between the

individuals who comprise its membership.

Christians must not only be at-one with Christ,

they must also be at-one with their fellow workers

in the church. This should always be kept in mind
by members of Congregational Christian churches.

The fact that in Congregationalism the individual

is accorded so many rights and privileges can be

a real danger to the effectiveness of the church, un-

less each member always remembers that there is

something vastly more important than his own
individualism.

Let us repeat, the effectiveness of the church's

witness for Christ demands that there be a oneness

between the members, even as there must be a

oneness with Christ. That is not to say that any

individual is called upon to act contrary to his own
conscience. What we are endeavoring to say is

that we are convinced that the mind of Christ is

not divided, and that if the mind of Christ con-

cerning the question at issue be earnesdy sought,

it will be revealed both to the church and to its

individual members. Let us not be divided. Let
us seek the mind of Christ for our own lives. Let
us seek the mind of Christ for our church. Let us

seek to align our church with the mind of Christ

for his Church.



March 8, 1956 THE CHRISTIAN SUN Page Five

Eleanor Wilson Reports on the Work of

The Church in the Marshall Islands
The Marshall Islands, situated ap-

proximately tAventy-five hundred nau-

tical miles southwest of Hawaii and

three thousand miles east of the

Philippines, have twenty-three church

centers, excluding Bikiiii and Eniwe-

tok. the two islands where the ]\Iar-

shall people are no longer able to live

due to the bomb tests.

Despite the fact that the Marshall

Islands are separated by many miles

of sea, the church is a unit. A per-

son who joins a Protestant church on

one atoll is considered a member of

any other Protestant church in the

Marshall Islands. There are no de-

nominations in the ^Marshall Islands.

The people are Christians—-Protes-

tant or Roman Catholic.

Vn u ed Protcxfa iifisni

.

The individual churches are gov-

erned by committee members who

meet the first Tuesday of every month

to plan for the work of the church

during that month. Should a com-

mittee member from one district visit

another district he would expect to

attend the Tuesday meeting and he

Avould be free to express his opinion

regarding any matters of business

which might arise.

The churches arc all united in the

Association of ^Marshall Island

Churches. Forty-two men and two

women work in this association, not

counting the Avives of the ministers

and teachers Avho give much time to

the Avork of the church. Before the

second World War, every church

operated a day school and today,

even though there are public schools

on each atoll and single island, six

churches still maintain their day

schools.

The schools are taught by ministers

or teachers and their avIats. The

association operates tAVO boarding

schools, one at the elementary level

on Rongrong in the Majuro atoll and

the other for intermediate grades at

JabAA'or in the Jalnit atoll.

Finances are uppermost in the

minds of many Americans but they

are not of great concern to the j\Iar-

shallese ministers and teachers, Avho

are paid only $10.00 a month by the

association. HoAVssver, the people

whom they serve are expected to give

tJienjL island-produced food. Most

cbi]r(,')ies also give pres<fjits, iucludiug

money, to their churcli Avorkers. but,

needless to say, no one enters the

ministry because of the salary he will

receive. When a. worker is away from

his church the deacons carry on in the

place of the paid Avorker and in many
of the churches lay people preach at

least three Sundays a month.

It might be Avell to recall that the

first missionaries arrived at Ebron in

1857, AA'hen a school Avas opened to

train island leaders, and many of the

I\Iarshall Islands w'ere open to Chris-

tianity by those leaders. Later the

training school for the Marshalls Avas

moved to Kusaie where it remained

until the typhoon in 1905. at Avhicli

time the school buildings Avere de-

stroyed and a school set up on Rong-

roug in the !Majuro atoll. That school

Avas closed durijig the first World
War and since that time there had

been no pastoi-s' training school.

IIoAACver, students again Avent to

Kusaie to study and there they re-

ceived religious training along Avith

their regular secular studies.

Last year a Pastor's and Teachers'

Training School Avas opened in Po-

nape for all of the IMarshall and Caro-

line Islands. Of the tAventy-one or-

dained ministers there, nine are ready

for retirement, Avhich means that a

heavier burden is placed on the

tAventA'-four teachers Avho are Avork-

ing for the association.

Since 1950 the Protestant churches

have been united in the association,

Avhich has its oavu jiresident, secre-

tary and treasurer.

Biennial Conferences.

The association holds biennial con-

ferences, when the Avorkers and one

voting delegate from each church dis-

cuss the Avork of the churches. Diffi-

culties in transportation prevent a

meeting being' held once a year. Hoav-

ever, there is a committee ad interim

of seven members, plus the mission-

ary, Avhich meets every six months
betAveen association meetings to carry

on its business.

At the association meetings much
time is needed to discuss such ques-

tions as whether or not a diAorced

person Avho remarries can be a meni-

Miss Wilson was appointed by the Ameri-
can Board in 1924, and has served in JapaJi

and Microiusia. She was the last American
misionary to leave the Marshp-Us ill 1941
and returned in 1946,

ber of the church or Avhether it makes

any dift'erence if he was a Roman
Catholic Avhen he first married and

noAv is a Protestant. Due to the fact

that a minister or deaci.m is supposed

to lose his position if a member of his

household is out of order, the term

"household" had to be clarified and,

as that sometimes included people

Avho have been married and over

Avhom the parent no longer has con-

trol, a more specific ruling had to be

evolved.

There are very strict rules regard-

ing church membership. No one is

alloAved to be a member of the church

if he smokes, drinks, dances or breaks

the seA'euth Commandment. Of tAvelve

thousand people in the ^Marshall Is-

lands, some nine
.
thousand say they

are Christian but only three thousand

are members of the church. All bap-

tized persons consider themselves

Christian even though they may not

be church members and most of the

Christians have an interest in the Avel-

fare of the church, AA'hether or not

they are members.

Regular church meetings consist of

Sunday morning Avorship service,

church school and Christian Endeav-

or, to Avhich both old and young be-

long. Usually the junior group has

its OAvn meeting apart from the

adults. IIoAvever, on the first Sun-

day of every month after the meeting,

CAeryone marches forAvard Avhile sing-

ing and puts his money gift on a

table. That is the only otfering tal^en

at the church and the money is used

by the local church and not sent to

the central treasurer of the associa-

tion. Gifts for the association are

collected by the deacons and minis-

ters and turned over to the associa-

tion treasurer Avhen there is a suita-

ble way of sending tbem. Ministers

and teachers are paid by the treasur-

er, provided he has the necessary

funds

!

Baptisms and Funerals.

There is a midAveek meeting on

Wednesday afternoons and a Avomen's

meeting on Thursdays. Some churches

still hold an early prayer meeting on

Friday mornings to commemorate the

releasing of an island minister from

prison due to the efforts of Dr. Pease

during the island's Geiman days be-

fore Woi'ld War I.

(ContjJHied pn page 9.)



Page Six THE CHRISTIAN SUN March 8, 1956

ISlews from the Churches . . .

Pastor Resigns

The Rev. G. G. GrutcMeld has re-

signed as pastor of Bethlehem Goii-

greo'ational Ghristian Ghnreh, N. G.

and Va. Gonference. The resigna-

tion becomes effective, June 1, 1956.

Mr. Grutchfield has served two terms

in the Bethlehem pastorate, 1933- '42

and 1950- '56. When he began the

second term the congregation was

erecting a new church building. Un-

der his ministry the beautiful and

well appointed church plant was com-

pleted, and the major part of the en-

debtedness incurred has been paid.

Bethlehem is one of the Gentennial

Churches of the Gonvention.

* * * * *

Film-Strips on Missions

"Ho Washte and Grandmotlier

River" and "A Time to Build TTp''

are two 35 m m film-strips on our

Indian Americans which are availa-

ble from the Southern Convention

Office. These two film-strips tell the

story of how our friends had to m.ove

to make way for a government proj-

ect and how through the church and

the government working together

they were re-located and are living

happily. If you would like to study

the "before" and "after," reserve

the film-strips in the order listed

above. You may reserve these fdm-

strips by writing Miss Ruth Dunn,
Box 336, Elon College, N. G.

* * * * *

Union Church, Virgilina, Plans

Educational Building

On Sunday morning, February 12,

Union Congregational Christian

Church, in business session following

the worship service, voted unanimous-

ly to accept the plans for a new Ghris-

tian Education Unit, as presented by
the Official Board. This represented

the culmination of several months of

work—first by the Biiilding Com-
mittee, consisting of : W. L. Gregory,

S. Reams Long, W. R. Slagle, Mrs.

Frances Wilkins, and Mrs. Frajices

Tuck; and later, the considei-ation

and approval by the Official Board.

Included in the plans are twelve

classrooms, a pastor's study, ladies'

lounge, large assembly room, kitchen,

adequate restrooms and new heating

system,

At tlie meeting, it was reported

that the Building Committee and Of-

ficial Board had pledged over $14,-

000, and an additional $1,770 was
secured in cash and pledges at the

coiiclusion of the business session.

Recommendations were accepted that

pledges be scaled over a five-year

period ; that one-half of tlie estimated

cost of constrnetioji be on hand prior

to beginning; and that an effort be

made to secure the required amount
by April Ist of this year.

Mrs. W. S. DANiEr,.

Immigration Debate

Again Ave are facing an all-out

drive to weaken the McCarran-Wal-
ter Immigration Act, which became
operative iji 1952 and under which
the USA has had the fairest and most
intelligent system of dealing with an
admittedly thorny problem.

This controversial legislation is

based on a 1,000-page comprehensive

report of the USA Committee of the

Judiciary entitled, "The Immigra-
tion and Naturalization Systems of

the United States." Never in the

history of the nation has there been
such an objective and cai-eful consid-

eration of all the factors involved.

The Act has eliminated most of the

inequities, Aveaknesses, loopholes and
inconsistencies of the old system by
AA'hich special interests liad profited.

Its authors made a sincere attempt to

remove nation, racial, religious and
sex discrimination and to introduce

principles of selectivity favoring

aliens Avith special knowledge or

skills. At the same time it provided

limitations for the exclusion of crimi-

nal, immoral and subversive elements.

The current attack seems to be

mainly levelled at the "national or-

igins" quota system which limits

the total number of quota immigrant-s

to 154,675, or one-sixth of one per

cent of the country's population. We
do not have the space to discuss this

issue at Ipugth. Suffice to say, Ave

believe that such a fixed and easily

determinable method of controlling

immigration is wise. It is not sub-

j!>et to the whims ami fancies of ad-

ministrative interpretation and the

pressures of national, racial and re-

ligions groups. This number is all

Ave can annually absorb into our na-

tional life without contaminating or

perverting it.

It is our business as a nation to

preserve the principles which have

made us great and the "way of life"

Avhich is America. We cannot allow

people Avith other principles or cils-

toms to either deliberately or un-

Avittingly undermine, subvert and de-

stroy ours. If Ave do, Ave Avrite Ichabod

OA cr our portals.

We are glad that the National As-

sociation of Evangelicals made clear

its opposition to any radical changes

in the McCarran-Walter Act during

the recent Congressional hearings in.

Washington. At the same time Ave

deplore the attitude of the National

Council of Churches Avhich again cast

its lot Avith " One-Avorlders" and sel-

fish national, racial and religious in-

terests, to destroy the Act.

—

An Edi-

torial in Action.

"The Fruitless Figtree"

March 1, 1956

Dear Friends

:

Another telecast in the religious

series, "His Way, His Word," will

be presented on the NBC television

netAvork on Sunday, March 25, 2:30

to 3:00 p. m. (EST). This drama is

entitled "The Fruitless Fig Tree,"

and it tells the story of the father Avho

is unwilling to forgive and forget the

transgression of his son, who is in

prison—until he hears The Master

tell the parable of "The Fruitless

Fig Tree," and realizes that he can

apply this teaching to his own prob-

lems.

This is the final telecast of this re-

ligious series. These presentations,

under the sponsorship of The Good-

year Tire and Rubber Company, have

been offered as a public service, and

carried no advertisiiig or institution-

al messages of any kind, so as not to

mar the deep religious feeling and

sincerity of the presentations.

Wo have been extremely happy to

be able to present these dramas oA^er

our facilities, and are grateful to all

of you Avho have Avorked so hard in

your particular groups to build up
the sjilendid audience Avhich these

programs have enjoyed. It is a

pleasure for a network, and a sponsor,

to work Avith people Avho Avere so ap-

preciative of these fine programs.

Sincerely,

Rtchard a. R. Pinkham,
Vice-President in charge,

Program Pepartment,
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News of Elon College
President L. E. Smith, Elon College, N. C.

Elon College Choir on Tour

The Elon College Choir is in the

midst of its annual northern concert

tour this week, in the midst of a ten-

day trip by bus A^ hich carries the stu-

dents singers and their faculty super-

visors to churches in Virginia and

Maryland and on to Ncav York City,

where the choir members were sched-

uled for two days of sight seeing and

amusement.

Imm.ediately after completion of

Winter Quarter exams last Friday,

the singers opened their series of

concerts with an appearance in the

First Congregational Christian

Church at Burlington. This program

was under the direction of Prof. John
Westmoreland, with Prof. Fletcher

Moore as the organ accompanist.

The group then left the ca)npus

last Saturday afternoon and opened

the road series with, an appearance

at South Boston on Saturday night.

There were two concerts on Sunday,

one at Richmond on Sunday morning

and the other at Ne^vport News on

Sunday night.

Other presentations were at Con-

gregational Christian churches : His-

toric Holy Neck near Holland on

Monday night, at Cypress Chapel on

Tuesday night, at Franklin on

Wednesday night and at Havre de

Grace, Mr., on Thursday night. Aft-

spending Friday and Saturdaj^ in

New York, the choir will leave there

early Sunday morning and make a

long hop back to Danville for the

final concert appearance in Danville

on Sunday night, March 11. Im-

mediately after that program, the

singers Avill return to the campus to

resume class work on Monday morn-

ing, March 12.

The programs for the church con-

certs were entirely new and consisted

of sacred music, but the singers also

made a number of appearances in

daytime at high schools. Those high

school programs were of a more di-

versified nature, including some sac-

red numbers, some quartet selections,

a medley of popular numbers and
some old favorites such as "Battle
Hymn of the Republic" and "You'll
Never Walk Alone."

The thirty-four students who made
the trip with the Elon Choir this

v,eek: included Dorothy Appl», Bur-

lington, N. C. ; Anne Bass, South

Boston, Va.
;
Jerry Batelaelor, Wilson,

N. C.; Betty Boswell, McLeausville,

N. C.
;
Stanley Carey, Burlington, N.

C. , Stewart Cass, Greensboro, N. C.

;

James Compton, Hillsboro, N. C.

;

Shirley Cox, Elon College, N. C.

William Ginn, Charleston, S. C.

;

Elizabeth Goodway, Angola, N. Y.

;

Robert Grissom, Holland, Va.

;

Eugene Harrell, Suffolk, Va. ; Al

Hassell, Durham, N. C. ; Jennette

Hassell, Durham, N. C. ; Donald

HoA\ ell, Franklin, Va. ; Leslie Johns-

ton, Holland, Va.
;

Betsy Johnon,

Fuquay Springs, N. C. ; Thomas

Lewis, Chadbourne, N. C. ; Harold

Long, Roxboro, N. C.
;

Jacqueline

Love, Burling'ton, N. C. ; Donald Mc-

Daniel, Fayetteville, N. C.

;

Tommy McDonald, Greensboro, N.

C. ; Patrica Martin, Graham, N. C.

:

Nannette Matchan, Charleston, S. C.

;

Margaret Patillo, Burlington, N. C.

;

Eddie Robins, Greensboro, N. C.

;

Bill Scarborough, Greensboro, N. C.

;

Jerry Smyre, Greensboro, N. C.

;

Elizabeth Shoflfner, Julian, N. C.

;

Harriett Talley, South Boston, Va.

;

Mary Anne Thomas, Greensboro, N.

C. ; William Turner, Greensboro, N.

C. ; Worden Updyke, Angola, N. Y.

;

and Lannie Wright, Graham, N. C.

*****
Apportionment Giving

Previously reported $ 3,239.58

Eastern Va. Conference:

Shelton Memorial $ 4.50

N. O. and Virginia Conference:

Pfafftown $ 62.00

Western N . C. Conference

:

Pleasant Union $ 25.00

Virginia Valley Conference

:

Winchester $ 10.00

101.50

Total to date $ 3,341.08

* * * * *

Declarations of Purpose

Previously Reported

:

CAEOLINA HALL.

Name of Church Amount
Bevorly Hills $ 886.00

Beginning Nov., 56; 5 years.

Bethlehem 294.00

Beginning 1957, 5 years.

Beluah 1,137.50

Center 281.75

Beginning Sept., 56; 5 years.

Eutaw Community 595.00

Beginning 56; 5 years.

First Congregational Christian . . 2,308,00
Beginning Jan., 56; 5 years,

First Christian Church 10,000.00

Beginning Nov., 56; 5 years.

414.75

Beginning Jan., 57; 5 years.

939.75

Beginning Jan., 58; 10 years.

Monticello ; 822.50

Beginning Aug., 56 ; 5 years.

Mt. Zion 1,000.00

Beginning Jan., 56; 10 years.

1,120.00

Beginning Jan., 56; 5 years.

New Hope
, 1,048.25

Beginning 1957.

Pfafftown 463.75

Beginning Jan., 56; 5 years.

Shallow Ford 1,800.00

Beginning Oct., 56; 18 years.

175.00

Beginning Jan., 1956; 5 years.

Martha's Oliapel 297.00

175.00

Beginning Oct., 56; 5 years.

Church of Wide Fellowship 2,289.00

Beginning Jan., 57 ; 5 years.

VIEGINIA HALL.
Bethel $: 912.00
Beginning 1956; 10 years.

Ingram 1,748.25

Beginning Jan., 57; 8 years.

Union 2,019.00
Beginning Jan., 56; 5 years.

Windsor 2,841.00
Beginning Oct., 56; 5 years.

Suffolk 10,000.00
Beginning Oct., 1956; 5 years.

Additional Churches

:

CAEOLINA HALL.
Name of Church Amount

Bethel $ 1,034.25

Beginning Jan., 1956; 5 years.

Payments.
N. C. and Va. Conference:

Virginia Valley Conference:

Bethlehem $ 75.00

Total $ 279.92

No new payments.

Ten Rules for Mental Health

1. I will mind my own business

and not gossip.

2. I will not wear my feelings on
my sleeve, nor be so sensitive as to

look for personal offense or slights.

3. I will wear a smile. When I am
gloomy I will go away and hide rath-

er than inflict myself on others.

4. I will be kind to others.

5. I will not be headstrong.

6. I Avill play the game of life on

the square.

7. I will hold my temper and each

night will ask God to forgive me if I

have forgotten my neighbors.

8. I will face the world each morn-
ing with confidence, determined to

be as happy and brave as I can.

9. I will move into some battle for

a worthy cause.

10. I will not be too egotistical to

pray.

—

Dean MallocJl,
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Church Women at Work
With Emphasis on Missions

Mrs. J. H. Booth, Jr., Editor

143 Winchester Drive, Hampton, Va.

Concerning Friendly Service

The Conference Chairmen for

Friendly Service have reported that

the
'

' Quota Plan '

' has met with over-

whelming' response on the part of the

Churches of the Southern Convention.

All Churches have accepted the sug-

gested quotas in so far as Ave are able

to determine. This is most encourag-

ing and points to a good year for

Friendly Service.

Some of our Churches have already

met their suggested Friendly Ser-

vice Quota and are now at work on

"over and above" projects. Such

additional projects are included in

the Friendly Service Materials. AVe

would strongly urge that the Quota

Project be completed first befo-re

working on an "over and above

extra." This Avould make sure that

our basic over all needs are met.

For Churches seeking an "over

and above project" we would suggest

the following two approved needs be

added to the list of extra projects as

contained in Friendly Service Ma-
terials :

1. Rev. Ralph Gait, former minis-

ter in the Valley Conference and now
minister to Indian Churches at Mun-
daree, N. D., needs money to buv
drapes for the Parsonage and Church.
The drapes are needed to keep out

cold in Mnnter and sun in summer.
Please include a note with money
stating that it is a Friendly Service

Gift. This need is reccommended by
Miss Marjory Martin. The address

is: Rev. Ralph Gait, Mundaree, N. D.

2. Miss Elena G. Maquiso, now of

the Silliman University, but who was
trained in the U. S. and visited our

School of Missions to sing and speak
for us a few years ago, needs money,
canned foods (meat, milk, instant

coffee). Children's Religion, the In-

ternational Journal of Religious Ed-
ucation, and up to date books in

Christian Education. Miss Maquiso
works in the field of music, Christian

Education, and Home IMission work
among her people in the Phillipines.

She is well known by our own Mrs.
Cecil Whitloek of the Valley Confer-

ence. Miss Maquiso 's address is:

Miss Elena G. Maquiso, Silliman Uni-
versity, Dumaguete City, Philippines.

A Report Blank wiJ] be sent to the

presidents of each of our Women's
Groups for reporting Friendly Ser-

vice for the year. This report will

enable me to report our progress in

Friendly Service in the Southern
Convention to Miss Marjory A. Mar-
tin, our National Friendly Service

secretary.

My deep gratitude is extended to

the conference and local Friendl.y

Service Chairman for the fine work
done in Friendly Service in our
Southern Convention.

Mrs. Clyde Fields,

Chnirman.

Spring Rally Dates

Eastern Va. Conference:

Waverly, Richhmond, Wed., April 4.

Sucolk, Berea (N.), Thurs., April 5.

Norfolk, Rosemont, Fri., April 6.

North Carolina Conference:

Henderson-

Raleigh, Henderson, Mon., April 9.

Sanford, Turner's Chapel, Tues., April 10.

Asheboro, Pleasant Grove, Wed., April 11.

Burlington, Mt. Zion, Thurs., April 12.

Greensboro, Mt. Lebanon, Fri., April 13.
Halifax, Pleasant Grove, Mon., April 16.

Virginia Valley Conference:

District 5, Timber Ridge, Thurs., April 19.

Districts 2 & 3,

Mt. Lebanon, Fri., April 20.

Districts 1 & 4,

Wisslers Chapel Church, Sun., April 22.

Winston-Salem Women Hostesses

for Pot Luck Supper and Book

Review

On Tuesday evening, Februarv 7,

the women of the Winston-Salem
Church had as their guests for a Pot-
Luck Supner and Bool?: Review, the
women of Pfafftown, Salem Chapel
and Belew Creek churches.

Mrs. IT. C. Moore presided over
the gathering and welcomed our
friends from the neighborfii|g
churches.

After a delicious meal, our pastor.

Rev. John R. Lackey, presented a

most interestinor review of the book
Within Two Worlds. He discussed
the ])roblems of Indian Americans
aiul the difficulties they face as they
leave their homes on the reservation

and old customs to live in cities and

take their place in industry. The re-

view gave each of us a better under-

standing of our Indian friends. There

were around 50 present.

Mrs. Steve Mauldin led the group

in prayer at the close of the meeting.

Mrs. John Fulton,
Secretary.

World Day of Prayer Observed at

Belew Creek

The Woman's Society of Christian

Service of the Belew Creek Congrega-

tional Christian Church observed

World Day of Prayer on Friday,

February 17.

The following churches were pres-

ent and took part in the program;

Salem Chapel Christian, Stokesburg

Methodist, Rosebud Disciples of

Christ, and Walnut Cove Baptist

Church.

We were quite proud of the repre-

sentation Ave had from these churches.

Tlie program was prepared by the

following women from Belew Creek:

Mrs. Dorothy Neal, Mrs. Pauline F.

I\l array, and Mrs. Lottie Neal.

P.'^uLiNE F. Murray,
Reporter.

Fran Riggs Writes

Dear Friends

:

Yesterday we arrived back from

Madura, after a two day visit. We
were glad to be home but full of our

experiences there. It was our first

trip out since Thanl^sgiving and the

flood, and everybody seemed relieved

to see us in such good shape. Folks

in Madura had worried about us be-

cause they had heard such harrowing

flood stories from Ramond and imag-

ined we had been having a bad time.

They thought we were being bravely

silent, when it wasn't true at all so

it Avas good for them to see us in per-

son !

In return Ave had Avonderful visits

Avith all sorts of people Ave hadn't

seen for some time. Also Mr. and

]\Irs. Dudley were in Madura on an

"official" visit from America. He is

the American Board secretary for

India and our " Go-betAveen. " He
explains policies from America and

advises us so that Ave Avill be doing

our best in our different lines of

Avork. He also answers questions

asked by American Churches about

our work here.

We also met Avith Stephen Mackie

and others, fo V^^ the Work Gamp
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Avhieh they plan to locatR here at

Kilanjunai. Besides dinners and

visits with others in the IMission, one

other bijr event occurred Avhich made

the trip worth while for the chil-

dren. We acquired two little black

kittens—part Siamese. Just before

our trip to Madura we had given

Louis a new bicycle, a ligrhter one

which he can ride and lift easier. It

looks just like an adult cycle, hand

brake and all ; and he was completely

Avrappcd up in it—until the kittens

arrived. Today he has hardly left

the house and hasn't touelied the

cycle. He has fed the kittens, loved

them, followed them about, and even

sits on the floor and giggles while

they play with each other. He dear-

ly loves little animals, and the kittens

are just the right size. Our "pet"

count now stands at one duck, one

goat, two kittens—and that is all.

Our cleaning woman accidently

dumped out the fish so they are gone.

I am now beginning to fix clothes

for our vacation in the hills. Louis

has grown so that it means a whole

new set of trousers for liim. So my
job is laid out!

Our best to all. We enjoy the

Christmas mail Avhich is still coming

in.

Cordially,

Fran Rigg^.

THE CHURCH IN THE
MARSHALLS.

(Continued from page 5.)

Four times a year church members

from all the islands in an atoll go to

the main church of that atoll for a

communion service. At such times

new members are tal?en into the

church and in the afternoon babies

are baptized. Practically every per-

son has been baptized. If a parent is

not a church member, some church

member will hold the child while he

is being christened, for some minis-

ters will not baptize a child unless

one of his parents is a church mem-
ber.

When a church member dies his

friends usually bring the body to the

church after having prepared it for

burial. The body is laid on a mat
which has been placed on a board or

on a bed. A sheet is spread over the

body and then, while close relatives

fan it to keep the flies away, friends

come to pay their last respects. Each
usually brings a farewell present of

soap or money. There is no uncanny

feeling about death; little children

play arouncl the corpse as if j|; )yere

a sleeping person. There is mourning

but usually no wailing. Birth and

death are taken as normal events in

life. A corpse is never kept more

than twenty- four hours. Some time

during its stay in the church a ser-

vice is held and all night a group

stays in the church and sings hymns.

On the other hand, if a person has

not been a member of the church he is

usually laid out at his OAvn or a

neighbor's house.

A Marsh allese Christmas.

The church is considered the prop-

er place for weddings. The grooms

feel that that is one occasion on which

they should wear a suit coat and most

brides wear a veil. After the cere-

mony, \^'hich is always short, the

couple remains standing and the

guests all file past them, placing

money in their hands as they wish

them well. When the last guest has

passed by, the groom presents the

miiiister with all the money which has

been given to him.

At Christmas the community is one

in spirit and activity. For years it

has been the custom for the people of

the atolls to gather at the main church

of the atoll for their Christmas cele-

bration. Each group will have been

practising carols and "tree" songs

since the first week in November and

sometimes the practising on Christ-

mas Eve runs into Christmas morn-

ing.

Usually the worship period begins

about nine o'clock on the morning of

Christmas Day and following that

each group is allowed to "perfor'u."

Sometimes both words and music for

the carols have been composed by an

islander.

]\Iany times the "stunts" are very

clever. Some years ago, one group

on Majuro was dressed to represent

the American flag and, as they sang

about the coming of the Americans, a

cai-dboard ship fastened overhead

moved .slowly from one end of the

room to the other.

At the time of their "tree" they

bring such gifts as one hundred-

pound bags of rice, fifty-pound bags

of flour, sixty-pound bags of sugar,

cases of soap and matches, as well as

men's clothing and women's dress

lengths. All these things are later

divided by a committee among the

minister and teacher, if there is one,

the hospital and the mission schools.

S'oinetimes something is sent to the

leper hospital at Tinian. Monev i^

also givien, jMost of which is usually

sent t,9 the mission ^cf^pols.

Because Christmas is a time for

the exchanging of gifts, often, as the

people march around singing, they

throw such things as pencils, matches

or soap out into the audience and

there is always a great scramble,

especially on the part of the children.

( >ne year, a man brought a large bag

of small dried fish wliich he threw

out as the Palestinian sower used to

throw seed on his fields. Soon, as the

people enjoyed the snack, the odor

ol fish filled the church

!

Christmas parties last until dusk.

No one thinks much about luncheon

even though there is a respite of a-

bout forty-five minutes at noon. A
doughnut or hunk of bread suffices

for their noon meal. Their celebra-

tion takes the form of singing rather

than eating. It is a church day ra-

ther than a family one.

Discouragement and Hope

One finds some frustrations in the

islands. Perhaps ,a desire to make
himself unusual or to appear to know
more than other people leads one

minister to preach on the sin of eat-

ijig raw fish because the Bible says

one must not eat blood. To an island

person who enjoys raw fish, the decla-

ration may cause a good deal of con-

cern. Some continue "sinning" by
eating raw fish, Avhereas others feel

they must refrain from the enjoy-

ment of that delicacy even as they re-

frain from other things which are

prohibited by the church.

The Roman Catholics have perhaps
six hundred church members yet they

have three priests, three sisters and
t^vo brothers working in the Mar-
shall Islands and they are tiying

hard to get the Protestants into their

church. However, the only adults to

have changed their allegiance from

the Protestant to the Catholic Church
have been those Avho wish to be mem-
bers of a church where they can con-

ti]iue to smoke, drink or do other

things which preclude them from
membership in the Protestant
churches on the islands.

There are frustrations in our work
here in the Marshall Islands but there

is accomplishment, too, and promise

of new leadership. We look forward
with confidence to the time when the

students who are now studying and
those who will be studying later in

our Pastors' and Teachers' Training

School graduate and go back to their

])eople to bring new life and consec-

ration to the churches of the Mar-
shall Islands.

—

Reprinted from Ad-
vance,
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Youth at Work in the Church
Rev. John S. Gra\t:s, Editor, Box 836, Elon College, N. C.

Southern Convention Pilgrim

Fellowship Meeting

Letters have gone out to all pas-

tors and to superintendents of a]I

Sunday schools giving- information

on the biennial meeting- of the South-

ern Convention Pilerim Fellowship

meeting which is to convene at the

First Christian Church, Suffolk', Vir-

ginia, on Saturday, April 7. Includ-

ed in this infoi-mation are registra-

tion blanks for delegates to the meet-

ing. Groups are reminded that all

registration blanks for the meeting

should be sent to the Suffolk C^hurch

not later than April 2. This is im-

portant.

This is to be an important session,

and delegates from all of our youth

groups are needed.

Christian Vocations Conference

In compliance with a request made

by the Southern Convention Commit-

tee on the Ministry, a week-end re-

treat has been planned in the area of

Christian Voeitions.

This retreat is to be held at Moon-

elon Conference Center, Elon Col-

lege, North Carolina, on the week end

of April 28-29. Three Christian Vo-

cations will be thought through dur-

ing these sessions. These will be

:

The Ministry, which will be led by

Dr. Henry E. Robinson, pastor of

the First Congregational Christian

Church, Burlington, North Carolina;

Missions, which will be led by Dr.

James Hess, former missionary to In-

dia and now professor at Elon Col-

lege; and Christian. Education, which

will be led by Mrs. Vance Pegram, di-

rector of Christian Education of

the First Congregational Christian

Church, Greensboro, North Carolina.

Supt. Wm. T. Scott will be the chap-

lain for this conference.

The conference is to be limited to

young people who are now juniors or

seniors in high school. Also, the

number to attend is to be limited. All

pastors are asked to send names of

persons desiring to attend this con-

ference to Rev. John S. Graves, Box

,336, Elon College, North CaroHnci,,

Miss Barbara Dunn to Visit North
Carolina Campuses

I\tiss Barbara Dunn, Student As-

sociate, the Department of Campus
Christian Life, Evangelical and Re-

formed Church, will be visiting cam-

puses in North Carolina beginning

Marcli 10th. Miss Dunn seeks to

represent the concern of the total

church in its ministry among mem-
bers of the campus eommunit3^

During her visit in North Caro-

lina, Miss Dunn will
'

' live alongside
'

'

MISS BARBARA DUNN

students in their every day college

experiences— in the classroom, in

extra-curricular campus Christian ac-

tivities, in dormitory sessions, and in

group worship. She is also prepared

to counsel with student leaders and
advisors of Campus Christian Organi-

zations regarding continuing efforts

to make the Christian faith relevant

to campus living.

We welcome Barbara to our Con-

vention and cherish the opportunity

of her Christian witness among us.

Her schedule is as follows: March
10-11, Elon College; March 12-14,

Woman's College, Greensboro, N. C.

;

March 15-19, Elon College; March

18, Meeting with United Student Fel-

lowship, Durham, N. C. ; March 20-

25, Catawba College, Salisbury, N. C.

God never fails to hear the soul

that cries out to him for help aniid

the breakers and storms of life,

Why Does the Date of Easter Vary

From Year to Year?

The answer and an explanation of

world-wide proposals to revise the

calendar to fix permanently the date

of Easter and other sacred as well as

popular holidays are detailed this

year in "Easter, The Awakening,"
which opened this week at the More-

head Planetarium at Chapel Hill for

its seventh consecutive season.

Basically, the 1956 story of Easter

and the Resurrection is the same that

has been witnessed by more than 125,-

000 persons at the Planetarium each

spring since 1950. Again, this year

the Easter story is told with beauti-

ful music, colorful lighting and

Scriptiiral readings in a manner that

befits the event commemorated.

However, without detracting from

the highly spiritual nature of the

program the first portion of this

year's presentation differs slightly

from prior offerings. "The part of

the program, which explains the es-

tablishment of Easter a,s a festival of

the early church with the date being

determined astronomically, is deve-

loped more in detail," according to

Planetarium manager A. F. Jenrano

"And the reason for the detail is the

current world-wide effort underway
this year to revise the present world

calendar so that the dates for sacred

and popular holidays will not vary

from year to year but be fixed as to

day and date each year for all time.
'

'

Because of the popularity of "East-

er, the Awakening" eight additional

performances each week have been

added to the Planterium schedule

until April 16, when the story ends.

Under the expanded schedule, the

Easter Story will be presented every

evening in the week at 8 :30, at 11 a.

m. and 2 p. m. Monday through Fri-

days, at 11 a. m. and 4 p. m. Satur-

days and at 2, 3, and 4 p. m. Sundays.

Additional performances will be ad-

ded on request of large groups of

school, church, civic, social and in-

dustrial organization members.

Actually the 11 a. m. and 2 p. m.

daily performances are for school

children, many of whom visit the

Planetarinm and the University of

North Carolina in the spring, and re-

servations for them are made in ad-

vance. The public, however, is ad-

mitted after all the children with res-

ervations are accommodated.

The public, too, may make reserva-

tions for any of the other perform-

ances, either by mail or phone, to the

Planetarium.
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<lA Page^ for Our Children^
Mrs. R. L. House, Editor, 1045 23d St., Newport News, Va.

The Runaway Express

Billy Gray was plodding up Spring

Hill from the Village, with his bright

new red-and-yellow Overland Express

pilled high with groceries for his

mother. It was a full mile from the

village out to the Gay farm, and

Spring Hill was at the end of the

road next the farm. So Billy's arms

were pretty tired by the time he

reached the hill. It Avas a tug. But

Billy didn't mind, since it was for

his mother. And besides, it saved old

Bob, who had to do all the plowing

and hauling on the farm.

On this day there was a big bag of

sugar, and a middling-sized bag of

raFsins, and a little bit of a bag of

citron, and a long basket of sweet

potatoes, and packages of oatmeal,

and cornmeal, and graham flour, and

coffee, and tea, and a bottle of blu-

ing.

Spring Hill was a poser at any

time, but on this day, following a

hard rain in the night, there was a

deep gully on the right side, as one

went up. Billy had to go up on the

left side, to keep the Overland Ex-

press from tipping over into the

ditch. He felt safe doing that, be-

cause the road beyond his house had

been closed to teams and motorcars

that morning, while two large trees,

which the wind had blown down

right across the road in the night,

were being cleared away. The road

men hadn't expected to get to that

job before noon, and it was now only

eleven o'clock.

Spring Hill was long as well as

steep, but Billy had nearly reached

the top, Avhen—whizzz! Over the

brow of the hill came a big motorcar

!

On the right side of the road, of

course, where it had a perfect right

to be! And there were Billy and the

Overland Express, directly in its

path!

Billy turned, in a flash, to pull the

wagon out of the way, but his foot

slipped on a rolling stone, and dov;n

he went in the gully! The wagon

tongue twisted out of his sturdy

hands. Away went the Overland Ex-

press, down the hill, backward

!

How hard Billy did hope that it

would slide out of the path of the

car, into the gull^! But it didn't,

Straight as if it were being backed

by an invisible, magic pony, only

much faster, down the hill it went

!

Up scrambled Billy and raced af-

ter it, over the loosened stones of the

gully. He didn't exactly fly, I sup-

pose, but he certainly came as near

flying as any boy could.

The driver of the big car was a

young girl, with very bright eyes and

very pink cheeks, which steadily grew

pinker and pinker! She put on the

brakes, but even then she only just

managed to keep from running down
the Overland Express. So down the

hill they sped—the big motorcar, the

Overland Express, and Billy.

In the rear seat of the car sat a

gentleman who looked as though he

might be the bright-eyed, pink-cheek-

ed driver's father. But his cheeks

were not pink, or his eyes bright.

And his face was very thin, with lines

on it that seemed to indicate that he

had not laughted for a long time.

But now he laughed! How he did

laugh ! He looked out at the side and

cheered, first Billy, and then the

Overland Express. And between

cheers he wiped his eyes.

Presently—really in less than it

takes to tell it—they all reached the

foot of the hill.

Then suddenly the Overland Ex-

press, a wheel striking a stray stone,

went into the gully, just as Billy had
wanted it to do at the top of the hill

!

But, besides, it went over bottom up

!

Surely that was going too far, thought

Billy. The car went on.

Well, it might have been worse.

The sugar bag had emptied itself,

and the potatoes seemed to be trying

to plant themselves, to "dig in." But
the other parcels were all right. Even
the bottle of bluing!

Billy had picked up the potatoes,

and was gazing rather sadly at the

sugar, when he heard a car. It was

the car, coming back ! There was the

bright-eyed, pink-cheeked girl, look-

ing brighter-eyed than ever, and
pinker-cheeked and the thin, pale,

solemn gentleman, wiping tears from

his eyes still. But as soon as he had
them thoroughly wiped, he would

burst out laughing again, and then

Ihey were as wet as ever.

Billy couldn't help smiling, jn spite

of the sugar. He took off his cap.

"I'm glad I didn't make you have an

accident," he said. "I thought the

road was closed up there until noon,

anyway. But I won't take a chance,

like that, again
!"

'

' That 's right,
'

' said the girl.
'

' You
see they rushed the work on the trees.

I'm so glad we didn't bump you!"

"But I'm glad you were on that

side, just this once!" exclaimed the

gentleman, whose eyes were now near-

ly as bright as the girl's. "I haven't

had such a laugh since I had Pneu-

monia, and rheumatism, and two re-

lapses. I feel now as though I should

go right on laughing, a whole lot,

every dav. Er—that sugar looks a bit

hopeless—eh?"

"Yes, but everything else is all

right." answered Billy, very cheer-

fully, although he knew that the

sugar was a pretty serious matter—

a

yei-y serious matter.

"Well, good-by! Glad we met

you," said the bright-eyed gentleman.

"Daddy means 'Glad we chased

you'!" laughed the bright-eyed girl.

'

' So am I ! Good-by !
'

'

Then the big car swung around,

and began to move off.

Billy saluted. "Good-by!" he call-

ed. And then, as he watclied the cai-

gathering speed, and Avas thinking

that he'd studj^ hard, and work hard,

and buy one like it, for his mother,

some day, something bright came

flashing through the air, and buried

itself in the damp sand a few feet

away. What on earth—

?

But then came the gentleman's

voice, sounding very aay and happy

:

"A small price for a big laugh!"

Then they were out of sight around

a bend in the road.

Billy stooped and pawed around,

and in a jiffy dug out the "small

])rice of a big laugh." It was a shin-

ing silver dollar

!

"That'll pay for another big bag of

sugar," he gasped, thanlduUy.

Then Billy "parked" all his parcels

by the wall, and he and the Overland

Express made extra good time back to

the village for the sugai'. He stopped

in at his aunt Kitty's house, too, and
phoned his mother, so she wouldn't

be worrying about him. And though

he was a tired boy when he finally

drew his load up at the kitchen door,

he was uncommonly happy, for he

felt surer than ever that the world

Avas full of the very finest kind of

folks.

—

Minnie Leonn Cpfon, in Zinii

Jlerald,
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Sunday School Lesson
By Rev. 11. S. Hakdcastle, D. D.

"Jesus Institutes the Lord's Supper"

Lesson Xll—March 18, 1956.

]\Iemory Selection: "For as oft as

ye eat this bread, a,nd drink this

cup, ye do show the Lord's death

until he come." I Cor. 11:26.

Background Scripture : Liilce 22 :

1-71.

Devotional Reading : I Cor. 11 :
23-

32.

An Interesting Sidelight.

I diseovered, after all these years,

a fact about the last meal that Jesus

ate with his disciples, that had uot

been called to my attention before.

Jesus and his disciples observed the

Passover Feast, or a type of it, not

on the day regularly appointed for

it, which was Friday evening ; but on

the day before the appointed day, on

Thursday evening! It is not certain

how closely Jesus followed the Pass-

over Feast ritual at this Last Supper,

but he undoubtedly followed it to

some extent. All of which is to me
an interesting sidelight, but which, of

course, does not affect the significance

of the event. Regardless of Avhen it

was observed, or how, it has come

down to us as instituted by the Lord

himself, and as a memorial to him,

it is the most spiritual sacrament of

the Christian Church.

Preparing for the Lord's Supper.

"And he sent Peter and John, say-

ing. Go and prepare us the passover,

that we may eat. . . . And they went

and made ready the passover." The

Master saw to it that proper prepa-

ration and provision was made for

this sacred meal. The disciples were

told to get in touch with a man
"bearing a pitcher of water," who
would guide them to the place where

the Master and the disciples could

eat the meal without fear of inter-

ruption. This man, probably the fa-

ther of John Mark, led them to a

large upper room, whicli had some

furnishings adequate for the occas-

ion. There they made ready. They

probably cleaned the room, straight-

ened up things, arranged the table,

and prepared the elements of the

Passover Meal- -the roast lamb, the

unleavened bread, the sour wine, and

the other ingredients of tjae meal.

i-as come, everythingWhen eveni

was read3^

Tt is a good pattern to follow to-

day. Everything ought to be in

readiness for The Lord's Supper.

Linen ought to be spotlessly clean.

Candles—if there are candles on the

table ought to be fresh—trays and

containers ought to be bright, the

bread should be cut and the wine

poured out, and in place on the table

before the service is to begin. There

ought to be no confusion or last

minute rush or slovenliness about the

Sacrament of Holy Communion.

And the people ought to be pre-

pared. One can hardly think of a

minister going into the pulpit with-

out preparing his mind and heart be-

forehand. He ought to enter every

service in the spirit of humility and

prayer and dedication. But how
much more when he is to administer

the Sacrament of Holy Communion.
There ought to be a sense of awe and

reverence as he stands at the Lord's

Table.

And the people ought to be pre-

pared too. In fact, some denomina-

tions and local churches, still have a

service of preparation for communion.

This service is designed to prepare

the hearts and minds of the members
of the congregation for this potential-

ly, highly-spiritual experience. What
a difference it would make if mem-
bers of the congregation would go

aside and sit in meditation and pray-

er, before they went to the church on

the day of Communion! What we
take from this service is largely de-

termined by what we bring to it.

This is true, in some measure, of

every service for that matter.

Preserving the Lord's Memory.

"This do in remembrance of me."
What could he do that would help

his followers to remember him, to

keep him in mind, to keep alive his

memory? Should he erect an im-

posing monument in Jerusalem,
should he establish a "Foundation,"
should he establish an institution of

Higher Education, or endow a Pro-

fessorship in an institution of learn-

ing, should he do the hundred and one

things that people do, to serve as me-

morials to themselves or their loved

ones? Suppose he had done this!

The things he did was so -simple,

and so signifieant, and so lasting. He
simply took common elements of his

day, a piece of bread, and a cup of

wine, and by a delicate symbolism,

he bound them indissolubly and eter-

nally Avith himself and with his min-

istry to men. He said that broken

piece of bread Avas a symbol of his

body broken for them and for us. He
said that the red wine in the cup

was a symbol of his blood, the giving

of himself for the redemption of the

world. "My body v/hich is given for

you ; the new testament or covenant

in my blood, which is shed for you."

That was all that he did.

But it was enough. On any given

Ijord's Day anywhere in the wide

world, over nineteen hundred years

after the Master instituted this sim-

ple meal as a memorial to him,

thousands of his folloAvers will par-

take of the bread and the winC; and

they Avill be reminded of him. It is

simply impossible to see a Communion

Table or to partake of Holy Com-

munion, without thinking of Jesus

Christ ! There is an associative value

in them that cannot be broken.

Partaking of the Lord's Supper.

Every Christian should make it a

point to partake of Holy Communion.

He should partake of it if he is a

good man. But he should partake of

it if he is not a good man. For in the

Communion Service one comes closest

to Christ himself. We do not have to

believe Avith certain of our fellow-

Christians that the bread and wine

become actually and really the body

and blood of Christ. But we can be-

lieve that he is actually present in a

special way at his table.

One should come to this table

humbly, penitently, expectantly, rev-

erently, confidently, joyfully, prayer-

fully. He should bring to it an at-

tentive mind and an open heart. He

should use the eyes of his imagina-

tion. He should open his heart to

the divine influence and presence.

He should confess his sins, and pray

for forgiveness and cleansing. He

should listen and hear what God

Avould say to him. He should seek

guidance and strength for the practi-

cal affairs of life. And by faith he

should accept God's mercy and grace

and strength.

To be sure, all this does not mean

that one cannot find God and Christ

anyAvhere except in the Communion

Service. It does mican that in a

special way the Communion Service

brings ns into an intimate sense of

God's presence through the spii-it of

the Jjiiving Christ ill whose memory
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we observe this simple and satisfying

sacrament. More than anything; else

it will help us to remember him. And
as long as we remember him, as long

as we keep him in mind, there is hope.

« * # « «

"The Meaning of Christ's Suffering"

Lesson XIII—March 25, 1956

Memory Sei^ection :
" He was wonnd-

ed for our transgressions, he was

bruised for our iniquities; the chas-

tisement of Our peace was upon

him; and with his stripes are we

healed." Isaiah 53 :5.

Background Scripture: Luke 23:1-

56.

Devotional Readincx: Isaiah 53.

Do j^ou feel as if you are a pretty

good fellow? Are you pretty well

satisfied with yourself? Do you think

you are making' sacrifices for the

Kingdom of God ? Are you smug and

complacent and self-satisfied and self-

righteous? Stand before the Cross

of Christ for a moment, if you answer

"Yes" to any of the above questions.

For it is a deeply moving and hu-

miliating experience to stand before

the Cross of Christ. Any man Avho

does this in simple and sincere spirit

will
'

' pour contempt on all his pride '

'

as the hymn-writer puts it, and will

feel that the ''whole realm of nature

were a present far too small, that love

so amazing, so divine, demands one's

soul, one 's life, one 's all.
'

' The thing

is so awesome, so amazing, so mysteri-

ous so majestic that one feels like

taking the slioes from off his feet for

the place he stands is holy ground.

It is a humbling Cross.

And yet in spite of this fact, the

fact that the Cross makes us feel so

humble, there is something magnetic

about the Cross. Jesus said "I, if I

be lifted up from the Cross will draw

all men unto myself" and John adds

that he said this to signify what death

he should die. In spite of its awe-

some and awful aspects men feel

strangely drawn to the Cross. Men
are alwaj^s gathering around it and

looking up at it in wonder. And the

longer they look the more the wonder

grows. It is a magnetic Cross.

Ever and again the question comes

"Why?" Not long ago a book was

published entitled "Why Was I Kill-

ed?" It is about a soldier who was

killed in battle, and who, after his

death returned and is able to enter

into the minds of various people and

groups in this life, trying to discover

what his death means to each one of

them. Well the death of Christ on

the Cross presents the biggest ques-

tion mark in history. AVhy did he

have to die? Men have been asking

that question for a long time, and

they are still asking it. Many an-

swers have been given to this ques-

tion, many good answers, but at l)Pst

there is still a great mystery about

it. There is no glib answer to this

mystery. Men cannot explain the

Cross. It is a mysterious Cross.

And yet men have instinctively felt

that behind and beneath and beyond

the mystery there is a great fact, a

core or hard reality. They have

tenaciously held to the belief that

that Cross had some significance for

humanity, and for them personally.

They accepted by faith what they

could not explain by reason. They

experienced what they could not ex-

plain. Tlirough the Cross they came

into a new relationship with God

which made them conscious of }iis

love, his forgiveness, his redeeming

power. By the death of Christ on

the Cross they became reconciled with

God, and became conscioias of a new

life in God. It is a redemptive Cross.

For the Cross makes clear some

elemental facts in life. It reveals the

awfulness of human sin. It was sin

that nailed Jesus to the Cross, the

sin of greed, and bigotry, and selfish-

ness, and mitruth, and moral com-

promise, and hate, and self-righteous-

ness, and love of power, and love of

special privilege, and pride, and in-

decision, and cowardice, and other

sins of the spirit as well as of the

flesh.

And in like manner the Cross re-

veals the extent to which God loves

men, all men and every man, and the

extent to which he will go to make
that love known. It reveals the in-

discourageable good will of God, his

unwearied patience, his divine for-

giveness, his vicarious suffering, his

unconquerable power, his ultimate

triumph. For after sin had done its

worst Christ conquered it. The Cross

is a revealing Cross.

Because of what Christ did on the

Cross, something is demanded of us.

Because he first loved us, we ought

to love him, and to love one another.

"And that he died for all, that they

which live should not henceforth live

unto themselves, but unto him which

both died for them, and rose again."

So writes Paul to his Corinthian

friends. And to us. That love of

Christ revealed in the Cross should

constrain us to live and to serve and
to sacrifice for him. Such love should

not go unrequited. It demands some-

thing of us. It IS a demanding Cross.

The Crucifixion, was of course a

historical fact. It is something that

happened on a certain date in a

certain place in a certain way. It is

an incident in history. But it is

more tlian that. It is an eternal

pi'iuciple, a continuing fact, a time-

less and universal fact. It is an evi-

dence that there always has been, and

always Avill be, in the heart of the

living God, the God and Father of

our Lord Jesus Christ this identifi-

cation of himself with the sins and

sorrows and sufferings of his chil-

dren. This yearning for their re-

dem}ition, this outgoing of his love,

this power of rencAval and victory.

As one writer puts it Christ was "The
Lam)} slain from the foundation of

the world. " He was saying in

simple and dramatic fashion that God
has always cared for his children,

that he took the initiative in seeking

them, tliat he was willing and ready

to pay the ultimafe price for their

salvation and redemption. And for

all men. Christ died for every man.

His sacrifice Avas timeless and uni-

versal. The Cross is a iiniversal and
eternal Cross. It towers o're the

wrecks of time, and Avill continue to

stand at the summit of human his-

tory, A\ orld without end. Amen.

Now these notes have not gone in-

to the details of the crucifixion; the

mockery of the trial leading up to it,

the pain and suft'ering whicli were a

part of it, the callousness and in-

difference during it, the dramatic

incidents which were a part of it

—

for instance the attitude of the two

malefactors who Avere crucified with

Jesus—and the awful convulsions of

nature which were the background of

it, or the testimony of the centurion

(•o)icerning tJie central figure in it.

There are far too many details to be

discussed in one lesson or many les-

sons. The teacher will have to select

a few from amojig the many. But
these notes have called attention to

some of the abiding elements in this

strange event whicih happened so

long ago and which seems so far re-

moved from "the man in the strept,

or in the pew" but which have tre-

mendous and critical implications for

every one of us. That Cross is a

pledge and the provision of the wis-

dom and the love of God made known
in Jesus Christ concerning salvation

from sin and new life in Christ.

Based on "International Sunday School

Lessons;" Copyrighted 1954 by Division of

Christian Education, National Council of th«

Churches in the U. S. A.
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The Christian Orphanage
John G. Truitt, Superintendent

Dear Friends:

Thank you for this week's report.

Naturally I am proud of the two

checks from Suffolk totalling $626.50.

But I am quite as proud of those from

Burlington, Reidsville, and each of

the others all the way from Ludlow,

Mass. to Columbus, Ga.

Notice, too, how many good friends

remembered the orphanage with me-

morial gifts. The bereft families re-

ceived from the orphanage a beauti-

ful memorial card inscribed with the

name of the lost one and that of the

friend or friends who sent the me-

morial. On the cards was a verse

from this writer as follows

:

Noble lives aren't ended

But glorified above

When kindness is e.xtended

In thoughtful acts of love;

The blessed art of giving

When heavenly life is won
Is passed on to the living

In noble deeds they've done.

And we may show the measure

Of what their lives were worth
By passing on the treasure

They've helped us with on earth;

May joy be found in knowing
That those here left behind

Have learned the art of showing
Their ways of being kind.

During 1955 memorials thus re-

ceived amounted to $2,057.50. We are

very grateful and I have had enough
contact with many friends to know
that loved ones have much appreciat-

ed this method of expressing a sense

of grief shared with the bereaved as

well a desire to express appreciation

for the life which had been lived.

Think, too, how much good toward
clothing feeding and keeping in

gentle care little homeless children

this has been.

Dr. Hardeastle will be pleased to

know that Robert Rowland, the high

school junior who is sponsored by a

Sunday school class in his Oakland
Church, was one of the top scorers

in his conference in basketball this

year. How good it would be if the

fine Sunday school class who sent

him $40.00 before Christmas with

which to purchase his first full suit

of clothes could know really how much
he appreciated it. To be sure he had
been a well-dressed boy but he told

me that he had always worn a sport

coat or jacket of some kind. It was,

and still is, a thrill to him to wear
that beautiful suit of clothes.

Few of us realize how m\ich it does

for a child here to know they have

really good friends who appreciate

them and help them from the out-

side. It shows in their step. No
doubt Robert Rowland made a bet-

ter basketball player because of the

friendship of folks in Chuekatuck,

Virginia. Sometimes a child who is

homesick, or strange, or unadjusted,

begins to get help and kindly visits

from friends and the sun shines

!

On the other hand this can be over-

done or wrongly done. It is well not

to overdo for a child. It is likely to

either cause him or his class mates or

both trouble. Money sent to a child

should be in very small amounts, and

it is better for it to be sent directly

to the office here and retained for him
or her as they may need or desire it.

Such money is acknowledged and
held for the child and is not a contri-

bution to the orphanage but a per-

sonal gift to a child. But I have had

enough experience to know it helps.

John G. Truitt,

Supermtendent.

REPORT FOR FEBRUARY 29, 1956.

Sunday School Monthly Offerings.

Amount brought forward $ 3,466.89

Eastern N. C. Conference:

rayetteville $ 2.00

Lee's Chapel 17.00

Mt. Auburn S. S 4.65

23.65

Eastern Va. Conference

Norfolk, Bay View S. S. .$ 8.67

Suffolk 150.00

158.67

N. C. and Va. Conference:

Burlington, First $85.00
Eeidsville S. S 66.00

Lynchburg 6.50

• 157.92

Virginia Valley Conference:

Mt. Olivet (G), S. S $ 3.00

New Hope S. S 25.76

28.76

Total $ 369.76

Grand total $ 3,835.89

Special Offerings.

Amount brought forward $ 4,031.28

Ladies' Bible Class, Hen-
derson Cliurch $25.00

Beacon Ave. Cong. Chris-

tian S. S., Columbus, Ga. 10.00

Suffolk Christian Church

& Baraca Class, Thanks-
giving & Christmas of-

ferings 476.50

First Cong. Church of Lud-
low Center, Mass 15.00

Service Guild Circle, Palm
St. Church, Greensboro,

N. C 7.00

Antioch Christian Church
S. S. (WNC) 22.51

Friendship Bible Class of

Cong. Christian Temple 25.00

Mrs. Alvertine Privette of

Elon College, N. C 5.00

In Memory of Mrs. B. R.

Sellars 5.00

In Memory of W. O. Hack-
ney 5.00

In Memory of William L.

Burke, Jr 5.00

In Memory of William L.

Burke, Jr 10.00

In Memory of Mrs. W. T.

Myrick 5.00

Special Gifts 88.85

$ 704.96

Grand total $ 4,718.24

Total for the week $ 1,073.96

Total for the year $ 8,554.13

MEMORIAL GIFTS
"lastead of Flowers"

Dr. John G. Truitt

Christian Orphanage

Elon College, N. C.

Dear Dr. Truitt:

Please acknowledge the enclosed $ as a memorial gift

sent to the Christian Orphanage in lieu of flowers in memory of:

(Name of Deceaied) (City) (Datf of Death)

(Survivor to be Written)

Name

Address

(Addreaa)
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Rush Relief Supplies

Twenty-five tons of relief materials

have been rushed to blizzard-stricken

areas in Italy for distribution to

victims of the cold, snow and freez-

ing- rain of one of the most severe

winters in Europe's history.

The clothing, blankets, foodstuffs

and other relief supplies were re-

leased last A\eek from Church World
Service emergency supply warehouses

in Italy, on request of Pastor Guide

Comba, the agency's Rome represen-

tative.

Additional supplies are being readi-

ed in other blizzard areas, the Kev. R.

Norris Wilson, CWS executive direc-

tor, said in New York. He said ad-

ditional supplies are also being pre-

pared for immediate overseas ship-

ment at its New Windsor, Md., center.

—The Religions Newsweekly.

MINISTERS AND SOCIAL
SECURITY.

(Continued from page 3.)

Among the factors to be consider-

ed in determining whether a minister

is rendering substantial services are

:

1. The amount of time devoted to

ministerial duties.

2. The nature of the duties.

3. Relationship of the activity

prior to retirement with that

performed subsequent to re-

tirement.

There is no single rule under which

a determination can be made as to

whether a beneficiary has rendered

substantial services in self-employ-

ment in any one month. Each case

depends on the particular facts. The
test is whether the beneficiary can be

considered retired in the particular

month. In other words, looking at

the situation as a whole, can it be said

from all the facts that the benefici-

ary's status is that of a retired in-

dividual ?

For example, a minister may have

worked 10 to 12 hours a day as a full-

time pastor prior to retirement and
upon retirement he may continue to

conduct some services or other minis-

terial duties. In determining whether

these continued activities constitute

substantial services, we would con-

sider the time devoted to ministerial

duties in each month, the nature of

the services and the relationship of

these services to his pre-retirement

activities.

Let's look at the case of Reverend

M. He retires from his city pastor-

ate and starts getting monthly old-

age insurance pajonents under social

security. After a few months in

which he is wholly inactive, he re-

ceives a call from a county church

to conduct some Sunday services dur-

ing the absence of the regular minis-

ter. Whether or not liis mini-^terial

duties for that congregation would

be considered "substantial services'"

for social security purposes would

dejiend on the factors alreatly de-

scribed.

Assuming that Reverend S's earn-

"Purchase" and "Wealth"

Number Seven- in a Series

By Dr. Lutheb A. Wetgle.

To purchase now means to buy. It

involves the payment of a price, iis-

ually of money ; but in 1611, it was

still a general word that meant to

acquire, obtain or gain. In Shake-

speare's Tempest (IV, 1, 14) Pros-

pero agrees to the marriage of Ferd-

inand and Miranda, in these words

:

"Then, as my gift and thine own
acquisition

Worthily purchased,

take my daughter."

The revised versions of the Bible

retain the word "purchase" only

where the context implies the pay-

ment of a price. Elsewhere it is re-

placed by "gotten" (Psalm 74:2);
'

' won '

' ( Psalm 78 : 54 ) ;
" obtain

'

'

(Acts 8:20; 20:28). "Purchased

possession" is a misleading expan-

sion of the Greek word for "posses-

sion" (Ephesians 1 : 14).

"They that have used the office of a

deacon well purchase to themselves

a good degree" (I Timothy 3: 13) is

a sentence that does not refer to men
who use an office for their own profit

or men who try to buy honorary de-

grees. Its meaning is: "Those who

serve well as deacons gain a good

standing for themselves."

ings from his ministerial duties after

retirement—as a substitute pastor,

from the performance of marriages

a]id baptisms, and for presiding at

fiuierals—exceed $1,200 in a taxable

j^ear, he will forfeit one month 's bene-

fit payment for each $80 (or fraction

thereof) above the $1,200 exemption.

However, no matter what the total

amount of his earnings from these

sources during the taxable year, a

benefit check will not be withheld for

any month in which it is determined

that he did not render substantial

services.

The word "wealth" was used in

1611 in the sense of weal or well-be-

ing. Unless Ave remember this, the

King James rendering of I Corin-

thians 10 : 24 looks like an encourage-

ment to theft: "Let no man seek

his own, but every man another's

wealth." Tyndale's translation has

been a little more guarded: "Let no-

man seke his awne protfet : but let

every man seke anothers Avelthe."

The Revised Standard Version trans-

lates the verse :

'

' Let no one seek his

own good, but the good of liis neigh-

bor.
'

'

In the palace at Versailles, as if by
the irony of fate, is a famous statue

of Napoleon in exile. His noble brow
is lowered in thought, his mouth is

compressed, his chin is resting upon
his breast, and his eyes gaze into

space as if fixed on some distant

scene. There is something inexpress-

ibly sad in that strong, pale face. It

is said that the sculptor represented

Napoleon at St. Helena, just before

his death. He is looking back upon
the field of Waterloo, and thinking

hoAv its fatal issue was the result of

three hours ' delay. Those three short

hours seem ever to Avrite on the walls

of his memory—'

' The smnmer is end-

ed, the harvest is passed!"

—B. S. Barrett.

Dates to Remember
1956

March 4-11 North Carolma Simultaneous Evangelistic Services

March 12-16 Virginia Lay Visitation Evangelism

March 18-25 Virginia Simultaneous Evangelistic Services

May 1-3 Centemiial Session of the Southern Convention

Union Ridge Congregational Christian Church

Route 2, Burlington. North Carolina

*'THE LIVING WORD'
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A Definition of Christianity

Dr. Alden Clarke once said that Christi-

anity is rather a "Gift," than the "Way of Life,"

which many others have used as a descriptive

term. Both of these terms seem inadequate

to me; for Christianity has a quality not found

in any other world religion; and this quality

should be expressed in any phrase employed

to characterize it.

Buddhism and Mohammedanism, for in-

stance, both may be regarded by their devotees

as a "Gift," and as a "Way of Life." And
these people regulate their lives daily by their

religious rules in a manner that would put to

shame the daily religious attentions of the av-

erage Christian.

The Indian Mutiny that marks such a

black page in British military annals was large-

ly caused by the refusal of Indian Sepoys to

defile themselves by biting off the ends of

British cartridges which had been dipped in

animal fat. That requirement ran contrary

to their religious "Way of Life" and they were

prepared to suffer rather than violate that

Way."

Hebrews look upon the whole Mosaic

Code as a "Gift" that came down from God,

on Mount Sinai. It would appear, therefore,

that there is nothing distinctive in Christian

appropriation of this word as a manifestation

of God's good will in Christ.

There is danger of oversimplification, in

any case, in seeking to denominate so great

and varied phenomenon as Christianity in a

single verbal expression. To be accepted, any

flescription of the Christian religion should

convey something of its main characteristics,

and v^specially its own distinctive nature. It is

very doubtful if these requirements can be

compressed into a single simple verbal form.

Nevertheless, there is value in a terse verb-

al term, such as a "Way of Life" for instruc-

tion, or for propagation of the Gospel. Where-

fore, it is good that we seek a succinct mode
of compressing the Christian Idea in language.

If then we attempt this, what elements must

be included?

1. It seems to me that we must necessar-

ily start with Jesus; who is the spring-

head of our particular religion.

2. That he attained Christhood, with its

implications for those who follew him,

is also essential.

3. His consciousness of God at work in

the world surely cannot be left out.

4. His attitude toward people as individ-

uals, and towards society as it stands

organized, must be included.

5. The present organized form of the

Christian Church, active in the world,

must find mention.

Of course we may use a partial designa-

tion, knowing it to be partial, if we choose;

such as to say that Christianity is "an evan-

gelistic world religion," or the "Kingdom of

God on Earth," or a "Gift," and so on endless-

ly. But cannot we also have a brief acceptable

term expressing the essence of our religion as

a whole

I offer then the following:

Christianity is the Spirit of God at work

in the world, through Jesus, the Christ; whose

followers are organized in churches through-

out the world to propagate Jesus' ideals of love

toward God, who is Love; and personal re-

sponsibility for social righteousness, until hu-

manity is redeemed from creaturehood to

Christhood.

In turn, this statement may be compressed

into the first phrase, "Christianity is the Spirit

of God at work in the world, through Jesus

Christ"; because the remainder of the defini-

tion is implied by the members of this phrase,

as are also other partial designations, such as

"Gift," "Way of Life," "Kingdom of God,"

"Missionary Religion," and so forth.

The Good News that we have to proclaim

to the world, is the Christhood of Jesus, and

the possible Christhood of every man. There-

fore let our most terse characterizations of our

religion keep this truth dominant. Consider-

ing the plight of the world of today, we need

to keep Christ foremost in Christianity.

—Norman B. Cawley.
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N-E'W'S B'R'I-E-F-S
The mid-year session of tlie Vir-

ginia Valley Conference, which was

scheduled to have been held at the

Bethlehem Congregational Christian

Church on Thursday, March 29, has

been changed to Thursdaj^ March 22.

Those planning to attend will please

take notice of this change.

Only abnnt six more weeks are ])e-

tween us and the Centennial Session

of the Southern Convention. Have

you made arrangements for a full del-

egation at this most important meet-

ing. If not, they do so at once. Ev-

ery ehnrcli in the convention sliould

have a representative delegation at

this session.

The Role of Our Superintendent

in New Churches

Have you ever thought of your sup-

erintendent as a missionary? Have

you considered the fact that a large

portion of his salary and travel ex-

pense is a direct investment in Avin-

ning people to Christ?

Our new churches ha\e been our

best opportmiities for reaching peo-

ple for Christ and the Church. These

new churches are achieving outstand-

ing records in the numbers of people

they are enlisting for Christ.

It is difficult to adequately describe

the important role of our superinten-

dent, Dr. Wm. T. Scott, in the estab-

lishing and nurturing of our new

churches. He will carry to a small

group of interested persons advice on

how to discover if there is a real need

and opportunity for a new church.

He then has faith, and instills that

faith in others, that in the face of

seemingly small financial resources

and other difficiilties, a way can be

found to bring a new church into

being. He seeks to lead a small group

of people into dynamic Christian liv-

ing. This is essential. Churches can-

not be built without tremendous sac-

rifice of time and money on the part

of someone. All of these things and

a host of others are done by our sup-

erintendent in the actual birth of a

new church.

"When the new church is born, the

superintendent becomes to that new
church what a pastor is to a new
convert. He must counsel on almost

every detail. He must then see that

they do wise planning and building.

This entails a tremendous amount of

correspondence, telephone calls, quick

automobile trips, and literally hours

of meetings. He must help the church

find one of our best ministers and

then seek to sell that minister on a

most difficult but rewarding job.

The work of our superintendent

with the new churches is most de-

manding, but it is a work which he

greatly enjoys. He, probably more

than anyone else, is the key person in

the beginnings of our new churches.

If you think of the people that will

be reached for Christ through these

SUPT. WM. T. SCOTT.

churches, then you know the invest-

ment we make in providing the serv-

ices of our superintendent is truly

an investment in winning men to

Christ. Our new churches have con-

sistently been in the top ten as far

as the members received.

The service of our superintendent

to our new churches, is just one of the

many services he renders for you and

me in the name of Christ.

Fred P. Registkr.
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A Mother Church Has One Hundred

Eighth Birthday
Celebrating the 108th year of her

birth, October 6, 1847, was quite a

distinctive event for Norfolk's First

Chnrch on Sunday afternoon, Oc-

tober 9, 1955. Sister churches from
Norfolk, Fortsniouth; Suffolk, Frajik-

lin and Warwick came decked out in

g'reen trees. Invited guests and mem-
bers carried shovels as part of their

cos+ume. Special anniversary busses

made free round trips from the old

homestead in Berkley. Folks gather-

ed from the eighteen new residential

communities nearby, from greater

Norfolk and outlying areas.

Ground breaking ceremony, arbor

day, inspection tours, and service of

wcrsliip were all gathered into one

at this gala celebration of Norfolk's

Mother Church. Three to four hun-

dred people assembled on the spacious

green lawn in front of the farmhouse

on the new property as Congrega-

tional Christian Temple's dea?on,

Howard Cobb, presided masterfully

over the anniversary program. God's

Blessing was invoked by Kev. Harvey
Carnes, minister of the Franklin Con-

gregational Christian Church and ar-

dent supporter of new churches. Rev.

0. D. Po.vi;hress, minister of South

Norfolk Congregational Christian

Church, read from Ephesians of the

household of God, built upon the

foundation of the apostles and pro-

phets, and Christ Jesus the chief

cornerstone.

Greetings from the neighbors by

farmer-merchant Lloyd Webb, a dea-

con of the South Norfolk Church,

gave a real sense of welcome to First

Church in her new home. Admiral

Jesse Johnson, father-in-law of I^irst

Church's ministei-ial student at Elon,

Adolph ]\Iellberg, Jr., brought words

of greeting from the Norfolk Federa-

tion of Churches, punctuated with a

half dozen live oak trees as a living

symbol of interdenominational, in-

terracial cooperation among our

churches.

The oldest living trustee, J. 0.

Wiggs, pictured the struggle of Rev.

Stephen Barrett, the founder of the

church. There are those still living

today who remember Stephen Barrett

as a short of stature, white haired,

very kindly old man in his eighties.

Mr. Barrett, a laborer in the Navy
Yard and a lay preacher, almost

single handed organized and then

built the first church. Too insigni-

ficant for even newspaper attention

this little church beside the railroad

on Perry Point struggled into being.

They named themselves the Jerusalem

Christian Church, perhaps inspired

by the text in Luke 24: 14, "begin-

ning from Jerusalem." (Mr. Pen-

dleton used this text and title for his

sermon at the two morning worship

services on October 9, which Avas al-

so fittingly suggested for the theme of

our Christian Commiiment for the

9th.)

In 1887 the church moved three

blocks to a new location on South

Main Street. As the beautiful brick

building Avas nearing completion, it

was destroyed by a violent wind-

storm. No insurance and meager re-

sources did not daunt the will of this

stalwart congregation to rebuild im-

mediately. Six years later the hand

of fate fell again upon them, and

their new edifice was completely de-

stroyed by fire and with it all the

records. Discouraged but not dis-

heartened the faithful girded them-

selves anew and built again that

building which has housed the present

congregation these sixty-three years.

It is time now to build again, and

what our spiritual forebears have

done, we can do. Mr. A. C. Butler,

Sr. was given recognition for his re-

search of some of the early history of

First Church.

Architect Louis Oliver pictured the

magnificence of the proposed church

buildings. The Cross at the entrance

to the arching Chapel, rising high at

tlie far end of the courtyard, will be

reflected in a shallow pool. The

Youth and Children's Buildings on

the one side and the Fellowship Hall,

Patio and Administration Building

on the other in campus style will

symbolize two great arms of welcome.

Dr. William T. Scott, Superinten-

dent, told in graphic terms how by

the Avilling sacrifice and cooperation

of the churches of the Southern Con-

vention and across our nation these

six and a half acres of rich farm land

and eight room house, centrally lo-

cated near the crossroads of one of

Norfolk's fastest growing residential

areas, had been acquired. He brought

the greetings of these churches to

First Church on this historic occasion

blending the past with the present

and the future.

Layman Harold Durham, former

teacher of the Young JMen's Class at

Rosemont Congregational Christian

Church and now Co-chairman of Con-

struction for the new church, laid

upon the heart of each person the

task ahead, the sacrifice and dedica-

tion needed, if we are to build to the

Glory of God and see our dreams
come true.

A trio of ten year olds, Katherine

Kraus, Miriam Pruitt and Ernest

Mangus, Jr., from the Junior Choir of

First Church, trained and accompain-

ied by Mrs. J. Frank Morgan, each

sang out clearly the solo parts to

"AAvay in a Village," a Welsh Mel-

odj' arranged by Thompson. The
listening stillness spoke a silent mess-

age to the Eternal, and as the linger-

ing notes faded, heads were bowed
for the Prayer of Dedication led by
Dr. Scott.

The climax moment of celebration

came when all those with shovels or

spades left the wide green lawn
around the farmhouse and moved out

into the rough furrows of the plowed
field and squared off around the 50x
100 foundation markers for the Fel-

lowship Hall. A hundred and fifty

people broke the ground as Rev. Olin

B. Pendleton, with Mrs. Pendleton

sharing the shovel, gave the call for

everyone to dig together to the Glory

of Almighty God.

Arbor Chairman Elmer Knight, Sr.,

a member of First Church for forty-

four years and a Trustee, invited

folks to hear fellowship greetings

from sister churches brought by Rev.

A. Lanson Granger, minister of the

newly organized WarAvick Church,

Avhom he introduced proudly as a

ministerial contribution of First

Church.

Grouped upon the laAvn again, follvs

gathered around the front porch of

the farmhouse Avhere Rev. Jack T.

Akin, minister of Great Bridge Con-

gregational Christian Church, sang

most appropriately and beautifully

"Trees" by Kilmer and Rasbuch. As
the music ended, heads bowed natural-

ly in a mood of prayer, and Chaplain

Frank R. Hamilton of the Fifth Naval
District lifted our felloAvship to God
for a wider and deeper commitment
that Ave mig'ht share the full richness

and breadth of God 's eternal love and
concern.

Rev. Melvin Dollar, minister of

Rosemont Congregational Christian

Church and enthusiastic supporter of

the new-old church Avith resources,

members and contagious enthusiasm,

called by name the laymen and min-

isters of the sister churches Avho had
(Continued on page 14.)
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Editorial . . .

Missions to Other Lands
The Christian Gospel is that God is love and

that his love includes all mankind wherever they

may be and w^hatever may be the conditions under

which they are living. God's love was perfectly re-

vealed in Jesus Christ. "For God so loved the world

that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in

him should not perish but have eternal life."

The Christian Church of the first century was

committed to the fundamental truths of the Gospel.

The course of their lives had been completely chang-

ed by God's love which had come into their hearts.

They remembered the words which Jesus had spok-

en, "Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of

the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to

observe all that I have commanded you; and lo I

am with you always, to the close of the age."

The early Christians gave themselves, heart,

mind and soul, to the task of carrying the Gospel to

all nations. The first installment of Christian his-

tory is recorded in The Acts of the Apostles. The
current installment is being written even now by

the thousands of Christian churches that are scat-

tered throughout the world.

Making Our Own
Specialists in Christian missions tell us that it

is a mistake to think of foreign missions and home
missions as being two distinct and separate fields

of Christian activity. They are one in their goal,

which is to bring people to a saving knowledge of

our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. They are equal-

ly necessary if God's kingdom is to come and his

will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

The tendency to regard home missions and for-

eign missions as being two different types of Chris-

tian service sometimes misleads people into the as-

sumption that foreign missions are more important

than the work being done within our own borders.

Unless our Christianity produces churches which

give evidence of the indwelling spirit of Christ, it

cannot bear an effective witness for Christ in lands

where he is not known.

The United States of America is far from being

a Christian country. It has been said that New
York City needs the Christian Evangel as sorely as

any place in the world, and offers the greatest mis-

sionary challenge to the Christian Church. The
shifting of populations and the rapid growth of

suburban areas have created an urgent need for

The Christian Gospel is the hope of the world.

That was the central message of the World Council

of Churches in its Evanston Session. It is through

the missionary work of the churches that this mes-

sage is to be carried to the entire world. Every

Christian can have a part in the missionary program.

Every nation is a potential "trouble spot." Every

nation can become a "harbinger of hope" if it is

committed to the Christian Gospel of love.

Many of the countries in which mission activ-

ities have centered are now in ferment. Revolu-

tionary changes are taking place in the backward
nations. Christian missions have helped to awaken
the desire for change and to quicken aspirations for

a fuller and richer life. The missionary enterprise

is now faced with the responsibility to guide the

changes in Christian channels. It must not be an-

other case of "too little coming too late."

Witnessing for the Christ must ever be a labor

of love. It is a sharing the love which Christ be-

stows upon all who will receive it. It binds the

hearts of men to Christ. It binds the hearts of men
one to another. It must be done in the name and
for the sake of the Christ who gave himself for us.

Country Christian
more and better churches. The complexities of

modern living call for new techniques to meet new
situations.

The breakdown of moral standards in our coun-

try constitutes a danger to our entire social order.

Each morning's newspaper brings to the door more
stories about human depravity and of danger to

that which constitutes the good life. The bad side

of the picture needs no emphasis, it is all too well

known. It is so serious that it can be corrected only

by spiritual convictions and Christian motivation.

It is a task for Christian evangelism.

Can Christianity make the United States a

Christian country ? Does the Christian Church have

the power to meet the challenge of the world situ-

ation with which it is confronted.? Christ said,

"All authority in heaven and on earth has been

given to me." The "therefore" of the Great Com-
mission rests upon the authority which was given

to Christ. The power which Christ received, he

promised to give to those who would go in his

name. If the Church be in Christ, the power of the

Holy Spirit will be in the Church, and the Church

will then be equal to any task that confronts it.
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Spotlight on Missions Around the World
Africa.

Angola. . . . Rapid industrializa-

tion has brought a great dislocation

of population. Thousands of Afri-

cans are brought into crowded urban

holes, live under miserable conditions.

Thev worlc long lionrs underground

people. The situation with the schools

is not so favorable. . . . Under the

Bantu Education Act the govern-

ment withdrew the funds which form-

erly provided 75 per cent of the sup-

port of our schools. ... As a result

110 of our primary schools have been

Harriet Siimmerville and a Class of Boys

in mines, or as forced laborers in the

])orts\ on roads or plantations. . . .

INTeanwhile the women and children

left in the country have been faced

with near famine because of lack of

rain. . . . If the Christian Church is

to grow in Angola it must cope with

the changing situation. . . . Good

News! The new Evangelical Church

in Lobito was dedicated in Septem-

ber Avith overflow crowds of both

Africans and Portuguese, Our mis-

sionary, Lawrence Henderson, who

has been building up the work with

both races and trying to bring them

together, writes: "The possibilities

here are staggering." . . . The schools

and hospitals are busy and full. The

programs can be expanded. . . . Na-

tional leadership is being trained.

South Africa ... In South Africa

we are in the midst of an explosive

situation. One of the few places

where South Africans have any free-

dom or opportunity to show their in-

dividuality is in the churches and

schools of our tradition. The churches

survive in spite of political difftoul-

1'm mv] the terrible poverty of the

given up to the government. Adams
College and Inanda Sesminary, our

two centers of higher leadership train-

ing, will be kept open at least until

the end of 1956; but this has been

possible only by extra appropriations

amounting to .$14,000 (repeatt'd for

a second year).

Rhodesia . . . The work goes on but

there is the need for funds and per-

sonnel. Africans presently are car-

rying more of the responsibility that

they can assume.

Today Africans need friends to

stand with them and help them con-

tinue their witness. The American
Board has long been looked upon as

a valued friend. In the past five

years Africa has had an increase of

more than |100,000 for the work we
are conducting—due to contributions

from the churches to help meet the

critical situation on that continent.

But we still need more doctors, nurses,

teachers, ministers and social work-

ers—as well as dollars—to make our

missions in Africa effective.

Mexico.

The emergence of communism as a

powerful force in Mexico— and con-

tinued pressure from the Roman
Catholic Church—malce it essential

that we strengthen the Protestant

Christian Churches there in every

way possible. The greatest need is

for mature churehmanship and more
Av ell-qualified men in tJie ministry to

overcome the philosophy of depend-

ence among the church members. . . .

The JMexican Congregational Chris-

tian Churches are moA'ing toward

closer cooperation with the Disciples

of Christ and the Associated Reform-

ed Presbyterian Churches. . . . The
Board of Trustees of Institute Colon

has assumed responsibility for rais-

ing money for the school. A new
building program is planned A
ncAV Clinic has been opened in the

slum section of Guadalajara. Dr.

and Mrs. Mannuel Ramirez Avill serve

as directors. The Clinic is connected

Avith the Messias Church.

(Continued on page 13.)
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Rev. Prakashras S, Bhonsle plays an important part in our India Work
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The Angola Mission
Dondi Station.

The central station of the Angola

Mission in Portuguese West Africa,

established in 1880, is Dondi, now-

operated jointly by the American

Board and the United Church of

Canada. Dondi comprises the Sara

Hurd Scott Memorial Hospital, which

of the age-old tradition against edu-

cation of girls in Africa ; and a hospi-

tal.

Elende Station.

Blende, the fourth Mission Station

in Angola, Portuguese West Africa,

is at the base of lovely Elende Moun-
tain. The Mission comprises a Dis-

March 15, 1956

Oalangue Station.

The Gnlangue Mission in Angola

was started in 1923 by American mis-

sionary Negroes working under the

American Board. It emphasizes "the

Gospel of the Plow," keeping close

to the life and problems of the Afri-

can people. It comprises a school, a

kindergarten, and the Willis F. Pierce

Memorial Hospital, staffed by Ameri-

cans and Africans.

Loltto Station.

Lobito, Angola, is on the deep and

land-locked harbor of Lobito Bay,

Portuguese West Africa. It is the

terminus of the Benguela Railway,

\\'hieh connects in East Africa with

the Cape-to-Cairo route, and over

which pass great quanities of copper

and minerals from the Katanga re-

gion. Lobito is the port for sugar

and other exports of the coastal plan-

tations. Work along the docks and
among the transient "contract" work-

ers began in 192'4, and now includes

a thriving African Christian Church,

social services, a station school, and

branches of all three in the coastal

villages and towns, where the wage

of the ordinary laborer is 3 Angolarey

a day (9c).

Henrique Kapinala, at the Organ, is teacher of Music at Curri Institute

is a teaching as well as healing insti-

tution and is co-educational (the

average life expectancy among natives

in Angola is 20 years) ; the Currie

Institute for Boys and the Means
School for Girls, separate but jointl.v-

administered institutions which offer

normal courses and practical arts;

(academic instruction is in the Port-

uguese language, as required by law)
;

a school for missionaries' children,

called Trinity School ; a press ; a Theo-

logical School; and, of course, an
African Christian Church.

Bailundo Station.

The Bailundo station in Angola, on

a plateau 5000 feet above sea level,

serves a territory nearly as big as

New England. Its church is called

"the largest Congregational church
in the world," having some 12,000

members. Each branch, in some two
hundred villages, has its own school,

since no public or govermnent educa-

tion is available anywhere in Angola.

At Bailundo there is also the Dibble

School for Girls, and a Dispensary.

Chilcsso Station.

In Chilesso, Angola, is the Swan-
son Memorial School—a compination
day and boarding boys' school; a

jjirls' boarding school, small because

pensary ; the Foor Rural Life School,

which trains young Africans for vil-

lage leadership ; the Merlin Ennis,

Jr. Memorial Kindergarten; the Or-

linda Childs Pierce Memorial School;

and the African Christian Church,

which serves some 28,000 square miles

and is self-governing and self-sup-

porting.

The Vadalia Station of the

Marathi Mission

Vadala is a station of the Marathi

Mission in western India. It includes

an elementary school, vocational

school, a farm demonstration center,

hospital, baby welfare center, and

church, the latter under national

leadership and around Avhich centers

Vadala 's program.

play put on by Students during 75th Anniversary of the Angola Mission
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News of Elon College
President L. E. Smitu, Elon College, N. C.

Report of Progress

It is good to be back on the campus

again after fifteen days of absence.

On February 20th, Mrs. Smith and T

left for the usual annual trip throtigh

Floi-ida. We were gone for fifteen

days and drove 2,323 miles. Of

course, it is always a pleasure to go to

Florida at this time of the year, but

these trips are not for pleasure en-

tirely. I try to keep alive contacts of

previous years in interest of the col-

lege.

I have never seen so many cars on

the highways in the cities and towns

as I did on this trip. The develop-

ments had increased, and building

ad,jacent to the cities of Florida is

phenomenal. One is made to wonder

when this increase in population will

halt for a while.

Always on this trip I investigate

the twenty-eight-acre tract of land of

which the college is fifty percent

owner. Five years ago the best offer

was $450 an acre. Three years ago

the offer was $800 an acre. Last

year the offer was $1,000 an acre.

This year, the offer is $L500 an acre.

This tract of land is located between

the toATOS of Pompano and Ft. Lau-

derdale. It borders on Cypress Creek.

I was advised by interested citizens

not to sell; that in all probability it

would develop in price within the

next few years, and when you see how
rapidlj^ Ft. Lauderdale, Pompano and

surrounding communities are de-

A-eloping, you are inclined to agree.

The college has had nearly $11,000 in

this property without having had in-

come from there for the past fifteen

years. It begins to look now like it

will pay off' in the near future.

The building operations on the

campus are progressing very satis-

factoril3^ The dining hall is nearing

completition. Good progress is be-

ing made on Virginia Hall and Caro-

lina Hall. The roof is being put on

Carolina Hall. The immediate re-

sposibility now is to select the fur-

nishings for all three buildings, place

orders, and begin to look for the

money with which to pay. Furniture

for the kitchen and dining hall is ex-

pensive, and when you face the re-

sponsibility of buying furi^iture for

one hundred and twei]ty dqrmitory

rooms, pluf? lobbies, reception rooms,

laundry rooms, etc., you face a dif-

ficult and an expensive task. Judg-

i!ig from present bids, the total cost

of furnishin£>-s for all three buildings

will run somewhere between $60,000

and $70,000. The furnishings that

we have foi- the kitchen, and some

dormitory rooms, Avill reduce this

total figure somewhat. To get the

best price on purchases of this kind,

you must pay cash.

I knoAv that the friends of Elon

College Avill be interested in seeing

that these buildings are properly and
adequately furnished. As soon as the

committee recommends the kind and

quality of furnishings to be pur-

chased, the price Avill be determined

and all will be notifi'^d and given aii

opportunity to have a share in the

happy experience of furnishing neAV

buildings on Elon College campus.

Apportionment Giving

The financing of a privately en-

doAved college in these days of rising

prices is a responsibility not to be

taken lightly by those upon Avhom the

responsibility has been placed. Elon

College is our church school. Pos-

sessions carries Avith it responsibility.

Responsibility places upon an indi-

vidual, and individuals, obligations

that can be met only by properly dis-

charging such obligations.

The churches of the Southern Con-

vention are reminded of their obli-

gations to share in the support of

their college week after week. We
knoAV exactly what our share is, Avhat

we are expected to pay, and when.

These responsibilities can be met

more easily week after Aveek. When
Ave make our payments regularly, our

obligations are discharged, and our

college is benefited.

Previously reported $ 3,341.08

Eastern N. C. Conference:

Hope Mills $ 3.75

Mt. Gilead 15.00

Ealeigh 26.40

N. 0. and Va. Conference:

South Boston $ S.50

Western N. C. Conference:

Mt. Pleasant $20.00

Shiloh 15.00

Virginia Valley Conference:

Bethel $ 1.40

T.inville 38.49

128.54

Grand total , , , . , $ 3,469.62

Declaration of Purpose

The biennial session of the South-

ern Convention is approaching. Not
many more Aveeks and the couA^ention

will be in session. Our college Avill

have the privilege of making its re-

port to the couATution. An impor-

tant item in this report Avill be the

progress that the churches are mak-

ing on their assumed obligation of

stipport to the college's building pro-

gram authorized and directed by the

convention.

Our churches jiave been asked to

declare their intention to pay their

pro rata share in a $300,000 fund as

part payment for Virginia Hall and
Carolina Hall. The churches in Vir-

ginia have voluntarily agreed to raise

$150,000 as part payment for Vir-

ginia Hall and haA'e been provided

Avi+h the inforraatirm and blanks o\\

Avhieh to declare their intention. The
same is true Avith the churches in

North Carolina and their obligation

Avith respect to Carolina Hall.

There seems to be a little contest

betAveen the churches in Virginia and
the churches in North Carolina. Each
Aveek the record is placed in Tpte

Christian Sun for all to read. As
our people read these reports, it

Avould seem that the churches in Vir-

ginia are falling behind. Come on

Old Dominion and let's bring our

record to the front!

Previously Reported:

CAROLINA HALL.

Name of Church Amount

Beverly Hills $ 886.00

Beginning Nov., 56; 5 years.

Bethlehem 294.00

Beginning 1957, 5 years.

Beluah 1,137.50

Bethel 1,034.25

Beginning Jan., 1956; 5 years.

Center 281.75

Beginning Sept., 56; 5 years.

Eutaw Community 595.00

Beginning 56; 5 years.

First Congregational Christian . . 2,308.00

Beginning Jan., 56 ; 5 years.

First Christian Church 10,000.00

Beginning Nov., 56; 5 years.

Hope Mills 414.75

Beginning Jan., 57; 5 years.

Lebanon 939.75

Beginning Jan., 58; 10 years.

Monticello 822.50

Beginning Aug., 56; 5 years.

Mt. Zion 1,000.00

Beginning Jan., 56; 10 years.

Mt. Auburn 1,120.00

Beginning Jan., 56; 5 years.

New Hope , 1,048.25

Beginning 1957.

Pfafftown 463.75

Beginning Jan., 56; 5 years.

Shallov(r Ford 1,800.00

Beginning Oct., 56; 18 years.

(Continued on page 10.)
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Home Mission Work in the Southern

Convention

The New Parsonage of the Eutaw

Community Church of

Fayetteville, N. C.

With the help of funds from the

Southern Convention Mission Board

the Eutaw Community Cliurch is

realizing a long awaited ambition—

a

parsonage on the church site. The

plan was recommended by The Par-

sonage Department of the Church

Building and Loan Fund Division of

our church. The construction plans

were furnished by and with compli-

ments of Mr. (.Tk-'ndon Johnson of tlie

Waive Chajiel Christian Cluircli.

"The church just seemed as interest-

ed in me as it was in its own mem-
bers.

'

'

It is lioped that this woman 's graci-

ous remark is not untypical of the

experience of others who have come

into membership in our new church

in Warwick. In every way we can

wc are seeking to prove the friendli-

ness of our church. Being in on a

new church is not unlike the rejoic-

ing of friends that a new baby has

come into the world, and it is natural

and inevitable that this sense of joy

and of yood fellow-feeling should spill

over into the lives ot one another.

New Parsonage Being Erected at Fayetteville

The parsonage when completed will

be semi-ranch style with seven rooms,

two baths, a full basement with

ground level entrances for a garage,

storage and recreation. The total

value is estimated in excess of $20,000

including land which is a part of the

original tract given by Mrs. Florence

Rogers. Completion date is estimat-

ed to be around May 1, 1956, at which
time the members and friends of the

church will be invited to an ''open

house '

' inspection.

Carl Wallace.

Our New Church in Warwick

Not long ago a woman who had
been of the Roman Catholic faith,

who with her husband had united

with our church in Warwick, Avas

overheard to explain one reason for

her joining the church. She said:

Yet we are learning that the church

is something more than a fellowship

of congenial people, even congenial

people who are joined in a splendid

undertaking. And it is our hope and
our prayer that the friendliness which

we are seeking to exhibit has deeper

roots—that it roots in something of

which this Avoman's remark gave evi-

dence—the eager concern of our Mas-

ter who seeks to welcome men and
women and boys and girls into a fel-

lovvship of living faith and of loving

concern for all kinds of people.

AVe have cause for rejoicing in the

manner in which our church is grow-

ing. In the month of January our

average atteiidaiice was 94. For the

Sundays of February, our average

attendance reached 123. Thirty-six

rew members have been received since

]ny pastorate began in September,

and our church now has a raember-

March 15, 1956

ship of 102. As a result of the week-

ly visiting of members and pastor,

almost every Sunday we have new-

people in our services, and v/ith the

continuous growth of our community

we have every reason to believe that

the future possibilities of the church

are good. The Women's Fellowship

has been divided into three circles,

since few homes are available to ac-

commodate their meetings.

A few weeks ago our family moved

into the beautiful and adequate par-

sonage Avhieh Avas constructed at cost

by one of the members of the church,

.Mr. A. F. Blake.

One of our major difficulties has

been that of securing the signatiires

of more than one hundred persons

and mortgagees to permit us to con-

struct the church in the area of the

Deer Park School. This has been a

time-consuming process, but the last

signature has noAv been secured and

a loan of $6,000 has been received

from the Church Building Society

to aid us in the purchase of our

church lots, which are costing $12,-

500.00. Nine sub-committees of the

Building Committee have been at

work gathering data Avhich would be

helpful to the architects, and our pre-

liminary draAvings Avill be in hand

shortly. It is our hope that we will

be able to move out of the school

auditorium in which we are present-

ly meeting into a first unit of our

clinrch by this summer or fall.

Our church membership reflects the

Avide variety of background, both

geographical and religious, from

Avhich new people who are moving in-

to our community have come. Not

only have those of Congregational

Christian background found their

Avay into our church, but also Metho-

dist, Baptist, Presbyterian, Evan-

gelical Reformed, and Roman Catho-

lic. Recently at a church dinner

Avhen each person was as]?:ed to name

the state from which he had come, we

found that Ave had among us persons

from California, Oregon, Canada,

Kansas, Maine, New York, Florida,

West Virginia, Massachusetts, Ne-

braska, Texas, Minnesota, Indiana,

Alabama, as well as North Carolina

and Virginia.

It is great to feel that in this un-

dertaking of a new church we are

not by ourselves, but that surround-

ing us and working with us is the

Southern Convention Mission Board,

our Board of Home Missions, and the

fellowship of others Avho have ex-

pressed their interest in many ways.

^. Lansotj CtEANGER,

Pastor.
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What has Happened With Mission

Board Money in Four Years

at Beverly Hills

The Beverly Hills Church was or-

ganized in May of 1951. It was spon-

sored by the Southern Convention

Mission Board and the First Chris-

tian Church of Burlington. It Avas

my privilege to become the pastor of

this church the following March 1,

1952.

In 1951 the church had 16 mem-
bers. In March of 1952 the Mission

Board was carrying seventy-five per-

cent of the total budget. At this

time we had only the Parish House
for church services and all other ac-

tivities. There were two class rooms

plus the auditorium of the Parish

House for Sunday school. In this

same year we built a Nursery Room
in the basement of the parsonage and
shortly thereafter we added three

more rooms by partitioning the re-

mainder of the available space in the

basement. In the spring of 1952 our

average attendance for the 11 :00

o'clock worship service was 56 and
our average attendance in Sunday
school was 36. The total budget for

the church year of November 1, 195J

to October '31, 1952 was $3,733.00.

The Junior Choir was the only or-

ganization outside our Sunday school

and church proper.

Today, four years later, this is

what we have at Beverly Hills be-

cause of Mission support. We have

a church membership of 210 and a

Sunday school of 200. On the first

Sunday in March we had 181 for

Sunday school and 252 for the 11 :00

0 'clock worship service. Our average

chu,rch attendance for both January
and February was 235. This con-

ference year our church is self-sup-

porting Avith a budget of $15,069.00.

This biidget was over subscribed last

October in our Every JMember Can-

vass by $2,000.00.

Today we have excellent Junior
and Senior Choirs. We have both
a Girl Scout Troop and a Brownie
Troop, both of which are filled to

capacity and have a w^-iting list. We
also have one of the outstanding Boy
Scout Troops in the Cherokee Council.

We ]vA\Q just begun a Cub Pack with
two Dens. We have a Pilgrim Fel-

lowship which meets every other Sun-
day night. For our young people we
also have once a week what we call

Teen-Ager Recational Night. We al-

so have in our Woman's Fellowshij:)

three circles and this next year this

will be increased to four and possibly

five circles. W^e have an excellent

Layman's FelloAvship which meets
monthly with an average attendance
in the la,3t six months or 28. On
March 20, 1955, we used for the first

time our neAV brick Church building.

The building provides a lovely sanc-

tuary seating 300, and church school

facilities for 300. The building cost

$45,000 of which the church raised

$25,000 plus equipmient. A loan

and a gra]it totaling $20,000 provid-

ed by our national Building Society

made it possible for us to complete

eonstrnction.

The church and its organizations

include more than 125 families, most

of whom are young families. We
are getting the thrill of our life in

Avorking Avith this wonderful ucav

church. We are deeply grateful for

the fact that our Mission Board had
the vision to start this new Avork, and
to give us the privilege of Avorking

Avitli these people.

These are some of the things that

have happened with Mission Board
money in four years at Beverly Hills

Church, Burlington.

Rev, W. W. Snyder greets one of the young families at our new
Beverly Hills Chiiych, Burlington, North Caroling

Bayside Church

The Bayside Congregational Chris-

tian Church Avas organized in Sep-

tember, 1951, Avith tAventy-se ven

charter members. This ucav church

Avas started by a group of interested

people who felt that there Avas a need
for ;i church in the new and groAving

community.

After the organizational meeting,

a committee was appointed to select

a lot for the ucav church and the

Ground Bi-eaking Ceremony was held

on July 24, 1955. This Avas an im-

portant day for the members because

soon we would be able to haA'e our

own house of Avorship.

The Service of Consecration for

the Bayside Church Avas held on Snii-

(Continued on page 10.)
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Church Building a Family Matter

By WILLIAM KINCAID NEWMAN

Our churcli members in the South-

ern Convention always seem like one

biff family. This is partly because so

many of the members of the churches

are blood kin of one another, but

more particularly because the m^em-

bers of our churches, like all true

Christians, feel a sense of kinship

Avith other Christians. This family

concern is found everywhere amonp;

the churches and is exemplified in the

giving of churches toward the Mis-

sion Board, Elon College the Orph-

anage and other Christian causes.

The splendid support given by the

Convention to the Church Building

Loan Fund Campaign, under the

chairmanship of Martin Garren of

Greensboro, with the able support of

the conference chairmen, A. H. Bla-

lock of Burlington, S. H. Pell of

llamseur, Clarence A. Phillips of

Broadway, I. H. Vickery of Hender-

son, and W. B. Williams of Newport

News, is another indication of our

family concern.

Where will your children be ten

years from now, or, for that matter,

next year? Some of them will be at

home. Is your church one of the

many in the Convention which badly

needs additional Christian Education

rooms ?

Some of them will have moved to

the grooving cities of North Carolina

and Virginia, like Greensboro, Nor-

folk, and Newport News. Will they

find churches waiting to receive them

into the Christian family and with

facilities for worship and Christian

education? Some of them will be-

cause of th'^ fine work of the Mission

Board in cooperation with the Church

Building Loan Fund, in organizing

new churches, and in helping the

churches, new and old, to get ade-

quate facilities. The National Boai'd

of Home IMissions, equally with the

IMission Board of the Southern Con-

vention, is thrilled at the fine progress

being made by churches like Beverly

Hills in Burlington, Fayetteville,

Bayside in Norfolk, Deer Park near

Newport News, the relocated First

Church of Norfolk, and others, in

meeting the needs of the rapidly

growing communities in Avhich they

are located and in serving our folks

who come to live there. It is especial-

ly thrilling to sec a church like Bev-

erly Hills A\hich, only a few j-ears

3go, was a sm^ll mission struggling

to exist and has now become one of

the strong churches of the Conven-

tion, not only raising its own budget

but giving generously toward all our

Congregational Christian causes.

Many of our children have gone be-

yond the borders of the Convetion to

the metropolitan centers of the eoun-

ti-y, like Washington and New York.

Here, again, through the Church
Building Loan Fund, you are helping

to build churches to care for them
when they arrive.

]\Iany more have made the long

trek to (-alifornia and the rapidly

groA\ing west coast. Here in partic-

ular ^\e find thousands of people

\\ithoiTt any church or church school

buildings. In community after com-

munity, there is no church of any
denomination to serve the needs of

the people who move there. Unless

we, in cooperation with other Prot-

estant groups, establish churches in

these communities, a whole genera-

tion will grow up in ignorance of

Jesus Christ and his Church. Many
new churches have been started, and
each one is an exciting story. In

Santa Clara, Calif., the church group
originally worshipped in the minis-

ter's two-car garage, until we helped

them build a chapel seating 120 as a

first unit. Last Easter, almost 1,000

people came to the service and it was
necessary to hold it outdoors. For-

tunately, it did not rain. A new
church is now under construction,

but we expect it also will be crowded

from the day it is finished.

Each day the office of the Board of

Home Missions receives letters calling

attention to un-churches areas where

there is a vital need to start churches

soon. Many of these must be turned

down ; even with the generous sup-

port of all of you through the Church
Building Loan Fund Campaign fiinds

are still inadequate to do the job. To
make matters worse the population

,

continues to groAv at the rate of 3,-

000,000 a year, constructions costs

continue to rise and we are told that

the number of buildings erected in

lOr-fl will top 1955 when all previous

records were broken.

The churches of the Southern Con-

vention generously pledged their en-

tire goal of $135,000 toward the

Church Building Loan Fund Cam-
paiccn, We are glad to tell you that

of tl)is sum $59,980.87 h^s already

been forwarded to the Board of Home
Missions and put to work to build

new churches.

Your children and the children of

other Christian folks all across the

United States are asking your con-

tinuing generous support through the

payment of pledges to the Church

Building lioan Fund Campaign and

your generous support to our Chris-

tian World ]\Iission.

HOME MISSIONS WORK IN THE
SOUTHERN CONVENTION.

(Continued from page 9.)

day afternoon December 11, 1955,

with Dr. L. E. Smith preaching the

Conseration sermon. It has been

with the help of Dr. William T.

Scott that this new church was start-

ed.

All of the departments of tlie Sun-

day school have been growing and

are carrying on an effective work.

There is a well organized Women's
Fellowship which is making a fine

contribution to the progress o£ the

church. Also we have a Pilgrim Fel-

lowship that has been very active in

reaching many of the young- people

in the area.

Ernest F. Bbickhouhse,
Pastor.

NEWS OF ELON COLLEGE.
(Continued from page 7.)

Zion 175.00

Beginning Jan., 1956; 5 years.

Martha's Chapel 297.00

Church of the Covenant 175.00

Beginning Oct., 56; 5 years.

Church of Wide Fellowship 2,289.00

Beginning Jan., 57; 5 years.

VIKGINIA HALL.
Bethel

$

912.00

Beginning 1956; 10 years.

Ingram 1,748.25

Beginning Jan., 57; 8 years.

Union 2,019.00

Beginning Jan., 56; 5 years.

Windsor 2,841.00

Beginning Oct., 56; 5 years.

Suffolk 10,000.00

Beginning Oct., 1956; 5 years.

Additional Churches

:

CAROLINA HALL.
Name of Church Amount

Belews Creek $ 834.75

Beginning 1956 ; 5 years.

Clayton Christian 600.00

Beginning Jan., 57.

Payments.
N. C. and Va. Conference:

Zion $ 2.92

Bethel 202.00

Mt. Zion 331.00

Virginia Valley Conference:

Bethlehem $ 75.00

Bethel 18.02

Total , , $ 631.86
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Some of the Missionaries We Are

Helping to Support
Rev. Maxwell M. and Mrs. Eliza-

beth Door Welch are located at the

Missao Evangelica do Bailundo, Vila

Teixeira de Silva, Angola, Portu-

guese West Africa.

Native " down-Ma iners, " Mr. and

Mrs. Welch, with their four children,

live and work among the Ovimbundu
people in rural Angola. Interested

especially in audio-visual aids, Mr.

Welch visits the villages of the resjiou

presenting programs of entertain-

ment and instruction to school chil-

dren and village peo])le. Mi-s. Welch

uses her teaching talents among the

local women and school girls.

]\[r. Henrique Kapinala, layman,

whose home church is at Bailundo,

Angola, is a music teacher at the

Currie Institute for Boys at Dondi.

He is one of the few Angolese who
can speak English. He was selected

for special scholarship and took ad-

vanced courses in music in the Union

of South Africa. He has also organ-

ized and directed several fine choirs.

Miss Harriet M. S'ummerville, a

native of Pennsylvania and graduate

of Sehauffler College, Cleveland and
the Kennedy School of IMissions in

Hartford, first taught at the Means
School for Girls, at Dondi, Angola.

She is now head of the religious edu-

cation department at the Bailundo

Station School. Besides English, she

speaks Portuguese, the official langu-

ag-e of Angola, and Umbundu, the

native tongue. Her Avork extends al-

so into the villages, tea,ching Chris-

tian womanhood and motherhood, for

an African wom.an who is not a moth-

er is considered something less than

woman.

Rev. Prokash S. Bhonsle, a native

of India, is Coordinator of Church
and Evangelistic work in the Ameri-

can Marathi Mission. He works

among the district rural churches,

assists with lay leadership training

and conferences, prepares Christian

literature for dissemination, attends

workers meetings, coordinates adult,

youth and children's programs, visit-

ed 63 villages in the year 1954, and in

1955 assisted in organizing the gen-

eral festival of "Mela," the first Mis-

sion-wide gatliering in thirty-one

years, which was attended by 931

delegates from 64 village churclies

and 18 url)an ehui-ches.

* * m

Miss Boueneva F. Farlow, still in

her early 20 's, was born in North

MISS BOUNEVA F. FARLOW.

Carolina, graduated from the Wom-
en's College of the University of

North Carolina, where she was active

in sports, arts and crafts, editorial,

Bibh^ and student Cliristian work.

DR. EDWARD C. RIGGS.

She is on a three-year assignment as

a teacher of English at the TJduvii

Girls School, Chiuinakam, Ceylon,

the oldest girls' boarding school in*

Asia. Its student body numbers six

hundred. Bouneva is a member of

our Sophia (N. C.) ('hurch, and was
active in the Youth Fellowship of the

jSouthem Co^y^^^tiorl,

Edward and Prances Whitaker
Riggs, both fourth generation of mis-

sionary families, he a physician, she

a registered nurse, met at the Shaowu
Mission hospital in China in 1946.

Married in 1948 they were forced by
the civil Avar to remove to the coastal

city of Foochow, and then to evacuate
( 'hina altogether.

Assigned to the JMadura JMissior.,

South India, in 1950, they took up
public health Avork in the Ma)iama-

dura leprosy hospital, thence Avith

their two small children moved on to

a A'illage hospital in Madhurai. In

tlieir first six months in their present

station, they reestablished a thiiving

leprosy clinic, began a well-baby

clinic and tAvo pre-natal clinics, and
have plans for a one-year training

coursf' for rural health Avorkers and
the building of a ncAV maternitA' ward
this year.

* * *

Of the third generation of Ncav

England Fairbanks to serve in India,

Robert W. and Marie Lively Fair-

bank Avork among the Llarathi peo-

ple in the industrial city of Sholapur,

India. Born in India, educated at

Amherst College, Hartford Theologi-

cal Seminary, and Teachers College,

Columbia University, Mr. Fairbank
speaks fluent Marathi and began his

missionary career at Vadala in 1926.

There Mrs. Fairbank, a native of

Oklahoma, manag-ed a girls' school

and founded a baby Avelfare center.

In Sholapur they conduct the Trade
Apprentice Hostel and tlie Christa

^eva Mandir Social Center.

United Theological College of

Western India

United Theological C'ollege of Wes-

. rii India, 100 miles west of Bombay,
,'as founded in 1878 by Dr. Robert

Hume of the American Board
larathi Mission, in Ahmetlnagar,

India. The Congregational Church

as a part share in its snjipovt (it

perates on an annual budget of

bout $7,000) and has one mission-

ry there, the Rev. (Miss) E. Loleta

Wond. It lins 28 students, all from

India, about lialf of them Avomen. It

instructs in the Marathi language

and Engli.'-h, and trains CA'angelists

and ministei-s for rural churches in

India. United Theological College

also offers "refresher" courses for

ministers, who often come Avith their

families, including children. Its phy-

sical plant, on the Deccan plateau

with an excellent climate, is fairly

adequate, except for student hous-

ing.
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Church Women at Work
With Emphasis on Missions

Mrs. J. H. Booth, Jr., Editor

143 Winchester Drive, Hampton, Va.

May Fellowship Day—The Date is

May 4

"Th(> (ViU to all United Church
WonuMi on this 1956 May Fellowship

Day is a question: "Who forms your

opinions?" Isn't it gratifyinc: to

know that your opinion is of tremen-

dous importance'? It is not only im-

portant to your local community but

to your government and, what is even

more significant, the world. Actually,

Avhat you believe weakens or strength-

ens the moral leadership of your

country.

]\Iay Fellowship Day, therefore,

presents a real challenge to you to

make a thorough study of opinions in

your conununity. How are thiey

formed? From what sources? Are

the sources reliable? What are your

tests of reliability, how can you dis-

cover the true from the false?

Do you select the newspaper you

read for its coverage of naiional and

international affairs? Is such a

newspaper available in your com-

munity? How do you select the com-

mentators to whom you listen? These

and many other questions you will

need to ask yourself if you are to

know Avho forms your opinions. It is

not necessary to read everything, nor

to listen to all commentators to be in-

formed. Bat it is necessary to Ivuow

hoAV to discern information from mis-

information.

May Fellowship Day siiould lie a

time for self-examination. Who forms

your opinions?

Aslv such questions as the following

of your own community resourci'S

:

1. Do the press and radio-TV pro-

vide reliable and adequate cov-

erage of news events?

2. Do they present both sides of a

controversial issue?

o. Do they make an honest effort

to present the true picture ?

4. Are they tolerant of opinions

different from theirs?

To be an informed citizen does not

just happen. It depends on how
hard you try and how much you care

to know the true facts. United
Church Women have a Christian re-

sponsibility to be discriminating, in-

telligent and mature in their opin-

ions,

There are maiiy sources available.

The staff of the General Department
of United Church Women has excel-

lent material. Checls: your library

and your own radio-TV programs.

Your opinion counts. Therefore, you
will want to use May Fellowship Day
to "do your best to present yourself

to God as one approved, a workman
who has no need to be ashamed, right-

ly handling the word of truth."

(Taken from the Call to May Fel-

lowship Day by Mrs. Spann Milner.)

Spring Rally Dates

Eastern Va. Conference:

Waverly, Richhmond, Wed., April 4.

Sucolk, Berea (N.), Thurs., April 5.

Norfolk, Rosemont, Fri., April 6.

North Carolina Conference:

Henderson-

Raleigh, Henderson, Mon., April 9.

Sanford, Turner's Chapel, Tues., April 10.

Asheboro, Pleasant Grove, Wed., April 11.

Burlington, Mt. Zion, Thurs., April 12.

Greensboro, Mt. Lebanon, Fri., April 13.

Halifax, Pleasant Grove, Mon., April 16.

Virginia Valley Conference:

District 5, Timber Ridge, Thurs., April 19.

Districts 2 & 3,

Mt. Lebanon, Fri., April 20.

Districts 1 & 4,

Wisslers Chapel Church, Sun., April 22.

Order the complete May Fellow-
ship packet, produced by United
Church Women, price 50e, postage

prepaid for one or two packets,

through the Department of Publica-

tion and Distribution, National Coun-
cil of the Churches of Christ in the

U. S'. A., 175 Fifth Avenue, New^ York
10, N. Y. Order now to be sure that

.von get your packet on time.

Mrs. W. Walter Halt,,

Chairman.
Ijiterdenominational Cooperation.

« * * * #

Some Suggestions on Entertaining

Foreign Students in Your Home

1. Invite students because you are

interested in them, as persons,

not because you feel an obliga-

tion to them.

2. IMake the invitation personal

and clear. A verbal invitation

should be followed by a writteii
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one stating clearly the time and
place, and explaining any de-

tails about the invitation that

may be helpful.

3. Plan the transportation. When-
ever it can be arranged to pick

up the student where he lives,

that is best. Otherwise, ar-

range to meet him at a place he

is sure that he knows how to

reach.

4. Be natural and hospitable, but

not effusive.

5. When the students arrive, it is

often well to have something

planned to "do," provided it

will not embarrass him. Such
things as helping pick flowers

for the table, or letting chil-

dren show him their toys m^ay

provide icebreakers. (Some of

the students like to cook, inci-

dentally. )

6. Learn to pronounce his name
correctly in advance and look

up something about his country,

so you can ask good questions.

Avoid controversial matters of

politics and religion, though you
may accept their lead on these.

Good subjects are : family life

in their own country, educa-

tional systems ; the role of wom-
en; food and eating habits;

method of travel to the States;

his studies and vocational goals.

7. If the student has trouble with

English, speak slowly and clear-

ly (but not loudly). Compli-

ment him on progress, but be

helpful in making few correc-

tions or definitions of a new
woi'd.

8. The art of conversation is high-

ly esteemed in most countries,

and is much more valuable in

nurturing sympathy and under-

standing than listening to radio

or watching TV. A relaxed

conversation will do much to

help a student feel Avanted and

at home.

9. "Foreigners" are not one eat-

agory, but many different kinds

of people. Stereotyping by
American hosts as by our fore-

ig-n guests is one of the greatest

barriers to real understanding.

10. Invite foreign guests back.

Whenever possible invite a for-

eign guest back to the same

home frequently so that he

grows to feel at ease with all

members of a family.

11. Don't ask the students to cut

classes in order to speak at youj:

(Continued on page 15.)
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SPOTLIGHT ON MISSIONS
AROUND THE WORLD.
(Continued from page 5.)

Europe.

All Congreg-ational Christian work
in Europe comes under the heading

of the Mission of Fellowship. Our
American Board workers in Pranee

have a fraternal relationship to the

Department of Inter-Church Aid of

the World Council of Churches A\ ith

headquarters at Geneva. At present,

Howard and Elsie Schomer are on

lea^'e from the American Board while

he serves as secretary for Inter-

Church Aid in Europe. . . . The "Fel-

lowship Center" in Chambon-sur-
Lignon, France, serves as headquart-

ers for the Mission of Fellowship. . . .

The Rev. and Mrs. Kenrick Baker

have been appointed to represent us

at the Fellov/ship Center and will go

there early in 1956. ... Of course

the Service Committee with a pri-

mary responsibility for Relief and
Reconstruction is tremendously ac-

tive in Europe as well as other parts

of the Avorld.

The Near East.

The American Board work in

Greece is centered at Pierce College

in Athens. . . . The Rev. and Mrs.

Philotheos Zikas of the Greek Evan-
belical Synod are partially supported

by the American Board and repre-

sent us in outreach to Moslems and
Greek communities in North Thrace.

Mr. and Mrs. Newell Steward went to

Athens in July 1955 as joint repre-

sentatives of the Service Committee
and the American Board.

In Syria-Lebanon the work with

Moslem and Christian students at

Aleppo College and Aleppo High
School for Girls (ineooperation with

the Presbyterians) continues to be a

bright spot. . . . Rev. Horace Mc-
Mulleu is now president of Aleppo
College. . . . The Near East School of

Theology, jointly supported by the

Presbyterian Board, the Episcopal

Diocese, and Armenian and Syrian
Evangelical Synods as well as the

Congregational Christians, last year

emphasized an increased program of

refresher courses and conferences

for pastors and religious workers.

Four schools enrolling 1400 stu-

dents—two medican centers giving

hope for thousands of villagers—

a

publication department whose printed

pages reach more than 100 towns in

Asia Minor . . . fellowship with both

Armenian and Greek Protestant
Churches, as well as some contact

with the ancient communions . . .

these are the present trust and re-

sponsibility of the American Boartl

in Turkey.

India and Ceylon.

The importance of India in the

world struggle is inanifest. That

fact gives emphasis to the importance

of our mission to India. . . . Think of

60 missionaries and 2100 Indians and
Ceylonese who Avork side by side with

them ... of 116 organized churches

and the 55,000 Christians who make
up these churches. . . . Remember that

Indian and Ceylonese leaders are in-

creasing in number and improving i]i

quality. All of the pastors are na-

tionals and 30 of the 43 important ad-

ministrative positions are held by

nationals. . . . The American Board
participates in the support of six

Christian colleges. The most signi-

ficant development in Western India

is the rapid growth and aehieveriient

of Ahmednagar College, founded in

1947 by Dr.' Bhaskaho Hivale with

tlu> clear j^urpose of training leaders

for the Christian movement. . . .

Recently public health Avork has as-

sumed new prominence in India, due

in part to the work of our missionar-

ies—Dr. and Airs. Edward Riggs in

the IMdura Mission. . . . Dr. and Mrs.

Hale Cook in the Marathi Mission . . .

Miss Carolyn Weeber at Madtira

worlving in rural areas as a nurse.

It is impossible to separate the acts

of the U. S. Government from the

acts of the missionaries. It will be a

good day for India, for the United

States and for the world Avhen our

government's overseas policies are

based on the conviction that ideas,

economic aid, and military forces are

important in that order, and the gov-

ernment uses them accordingly.

Japan.

In Japan the great emphasis is on

evangelism. Pioneer Evangelism
builds churches where there were few

if any Christians before. Rural

Evangelism reaches into some of the

thousands of villages hitherto un-

touched by Christian influence. Oc-

cupational Evangelism stretches ont

into mines, factories, fishing villages.

Home and Family Evangelism is

carried on by volunteer lay-workers

Avho give many hours regularly to a

visitation program. Evangelism by

audio-visual means is being develop-

ed and should be extended. . . . We
can help by supporting with fnnds

and missionarj^ personnel more pilot

projects in all types of evangelism,

demonstrating methods which we have

found effective. . . . The Internation-

al Christian University should pro-

duce Japanese Christian teachers for

our Christian schools.

The Philippines.

As the government of the Philip-

pines grows more stable, so the Unit-

ed Church of Christ in the Philip-

pines groAvs and develops. It is a

vigorous church, a working felloAV-

ship of devoted Christians. The mis-

sionaries and money we send are help-

ing it to grow, to train more leaders,

to pla)i and work for a better future

for its people. Today our missionaries

in the PhiJlippines are under direc-

tion of tlie United Church
;
they Avork

on an equal footing with Filipino

leaders and in cooperation Avith mis-

sionaries of our other boards.

China.

Though China, as a country, is

closed to us, the American Board
shares in helping Chinese students

Avho are literally exiled from their

homeland. This is by AvaA^ of an an-

nual grant to the United Board for

Christian Higher Education in Asia
(formerly United Board for China
Colleges). The United Board not

only aids established colleges and
imiversities which have Chinese stu-

dents and faculty members; it also

had a large share in establishing

Chung Chi Chollege in Hongkong
and Tunghai UniA crsity in Formosa.

Micronesia.

Since the American Board resumed
its Mission in Micronesia in 1946 it

has represented the Protestant
Churches of North America. . . . The
church in Micronesia has been self-

supporting for a long time. It builds

its own church buildiiigs and supports

its pastors, Avho are the accepted

leaders in their villages. It is the ac-

cepted custom Avlien a ncAV church is

dedicated, to make a thank offering

for another group—and the Ameri-
can Board has often been the recipi-

ent of such gifts. . . . We uoav have
three Christian training schools.

The Asia Council on Ecmncnicdl

Mission.

In July 1955 an event took place

in Hongkong which has far-reaching

sig'nificance for (he development of

the Asian churches. This Avas the

establishment of the Asia Council on
Ecumenical Mission, in Avliicli the

churches of seven Asian countries

joined for mutual assistance, coopera-

tion and interchange of personnel.

. . . The principle on Avhich the Asia
Council is established is that the mis-

sionary task of the Christian Church
is tlie responsibility of all chnrches,

the younger as well as the older. . . .

The primary function of the council

(Continued on page 15.)
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The Christian Orphanage
John G. Tbuitt, Superintendent

Dear Friends:

The Linville Congregational Chris-

tian Church of the Valley of Virginia

Conference has done a fine thing to

help lis celebrate our Golden Anni-

versar3' year. They explained to

their Sunday school and congrega-

tion that the orphanage was trying

during 1956 to meet all bills for the

year and eatcli up the "slack" of

two or three drouglit years. They

asked everyone to make a special do-

natioji toward it. And they wrote to

all their absentee members explain-

ing what they were tryins' to do. Al-

though they are not a large church

and neither did they ask anyone to

give a large amount—letting them

make wliatever contribution they

-wished, they received $70.00. Please

let everyone have a chance to help

make this a Golden Anniversary in-

deed. Thanks, Linville, and may God
bless .you everyone.

Today Mr. Wagoner and 1 liave

planted seventeen crape myrtle trees.

At any rate I began the job and Mr.

Wagoner came along and I took over

the "bossing" end of the operation.

Tomorrow Ave are going to get enough

more to complete the planting of

crepe myrtles all alo)ig the border of

the campus on the Holt Chapel side.

We envision seeing this roAV of crepe

myrtles from the dairy barn to the

railroad. A Burlington garden club,

bless them, furnished the seventeen

trees A^hicli we planted today. One
of their iiieiiihci's, .Airs. Liles,' a Bur-

lington beautician, comes up and cuts

the little girls' hair, and it v/as her

club that saw the need and heard the

plea from her. Folks can do the

nicest things for homeless boys and

girls.

The First Church Burlington Wom-
en's FelloAvship has just brought us

this week a number of Easter dresses

and they ai-e going to supplement

these dresses with cash for shoes and

slippers. How nice they are! They

never forget us, never.

Also this week Ilinton Rountree of

the Greensboro Burlington Mills of-

fice called and asked me if Ave could

use one hundred sAveaters. You can

almost guess Avhat my reply Avas.

Yesterday the sweaters came and

Burlington Mills added thirty-six

beautiful ties for good measure.

Thanks to Burlington Mills. People

can do the nicest things!

Look the report over and rejoice

Avith me that many jieople are help-

ing to malce this Golden Anniversary

year golden

!

John G. Truitt,

Superintendent.

REPORT FOR MARCH 7, 1956.

Sunday School Monthly Offerings.

Amiiunt brought forwani $ 3,835.89

Eastern N. C. Conference.

Ebenezer $30.38

Wake Cliapel 69.46

99.84

Eastern Va. Conference:

Liberty Spring S. S $10.00

Mt. Carmel S. S 20.30

airistian Temple 20.00

Portsmouth, Slielton Me-
morial 3.75

Windsor S. S 10.00

64.05

IN. C. and Va. Conference:

Mebane $ 5.00

5.00

Western N. C. Conference:

Pleasant TTnion $20.08

20.08

Virginia Valley Conference:

Winchester S. S $10.00

10.00

Total $ 198.97

Grand total $ 4,034.86

Special Offerings.

Amount brought forward $ 4,718.24

Mrs. R. T. Smeraldo of

Mendham, N. J $ 10.00

A Friend 40.00

New Hope ChristiaJi Oh.,

Roanoke, Alabama .... 5.00

Rapinwax Paper Co., Min-
neapolis, Minn., for cou-

pons 1.00

Jl. friend from a Christian

Church 1.50

Linville Cong. Christian S.

S., Harrisonburg, Va.,

Young Adult Class-
Special 70.00

Chester H. Roth Co., Inc.,

dividend 30.00

Wachovia Bank & Trust

Co., dividend 45.00

Mr. & Mrs. D. M. McLel-

land, Eton College, N. C. 10.00

Ryland Darden, Holland,

Va 5.00

Mary Sue Brittle S. S.

Class, Bethlehem (N.) . 5.00

In Memory of D. E. Shavsr 10.00

Special gifts 480.68

$ 713.18

Grand total $ 5,431.42

Total for the week $ 912.15

Total for the year $ 9,466.28

MOTHER CHURCH HAS 108th

BHiTHDAY.
(Continued from page 3.)

brought trees to plant in "FelloAV-

ship Row" as a permanent expres-

sion of our unity. After the benedic-

tion had been spoken, men, trees,

shovels and buckets moved out into

last summer's potato patch to estab-

lish "Fellowship Row." As the

shoveling ceased, crowds dwindled

and shadows lengthened, fifty-three

trees had been planted to stand as

living symbols through the years of

the faithfulness of the free church

fellowship of Congregational Chris-

tian Churches.

True religion is the life Ave live, not

the creed we profess, and some day

Avill be recognized by quality and

quantity, and not by brand.

J. F. Wright.

MEMORIAL GIFTS
"Instead of Flowers"

Dr. John G. Truitt

Christian Orphanage

Elon College, N. C.

Dear Dr. Truitt:

Please acknowledge the enclosed $ as a memorial gift

sent to the Christian Orphanage in lieu of flowers in memory of:

(Name of Deceased) (City) (Date of Death)

( Survivor to be Written ) ( Addreaa

)

Name

Address

J
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Statement of American Board at

the Midwinter Meeting

There is a timelessness in the Chris-

tian mission. Across the years, and

in all lands, there is an element that

never changes. The Gospel comes

with its message to the hearts of men,

regardless of race or class or nation.

In every age the need of the word
has been great, and Christ's answer

has been true and steadfast. Faith

has given meaning and hope to life.

Men have found freedom in faith and

fellowship as Christians.

The personal response in faithful-

ness, love, sacrifice, sympathy, de-

votion to duty, brotherhood, has like-

Avise been timeless and eternal, with-

out change from age to age.

There is also a timeliness in the

Christian mission. The Gospel seems,

in each successive stage of history,

to have been made for just such a

time as this. It finds new forms of

expression as the mood or conditions

of men may change, and it is "ever

new. '

'

Christians, like Paul, have learned

to be "all things to all men."

New forms of Christian service

have appeared as the need has been
felt. Even today, there are new for-

ward thrusts into the needs of the

world, new insights, new patterns of

Christian life and thought.

We speak of livi]ig in a revolu-

tionary age, forgetting that the heart

of the Gospel has always been more
revolutionary than its most daring

messengers have dared to proclaim.

It is the earnest desire of the A-
merican Board, in speaking for Chris-

tians around the world, to stand firm-

ly on that which is unchanging and
eternal in the Christian message ; and
at the same time to be flexible, re-

sponsive, and effective in its ability

to speak to the needs of the world to-

day—in words and deeds that man-
kind will understand.

Missionary Doctor Retires

An interesting retirement took

place on March 3 when the American
Board expressed to Dr. Maria Korch-
agina, Associate Missionary of the

Marathi Mission, its deep apprecia-

tion of her thirty years of devoted

medical service in India.

From 1914 to 1925 when Dr.

Korchagina entered the service of

the American Board she had a varied

professional career which included

many hardships. From 1914 to 1920

she was a volunteer with the Russian

Red Cross as Army surgeon and phy-

sician. During this period she con-

tracted typhus. Later she joined

the British Army in Mesopotamia.

For five years from 1920 to 1925 she

was a pliysieian in the Russian Ref-

ugee School for Girls in Servia (Yu-

goslavia).

Since 1926 she has been serving

v/ith the American Board hospitals

in India at Madura, Ahmednagar,
Satara and Vadala. At Vadala she

built up the maternity section and
improved the appearance of the

medical compound. Day and night

she was ever ready to respond to

urgent maternity cases far or near.

Right now Dr. Korchagina is in

England waiting the day when an act

of Congress makes her a full citizen

of the United States.

CHURCH WOMEN AT WORK.
(Continued from page 12.)

church. Try to plan these visits

wlion they have time and can do

it without jeopardizing tlieir

academic work.

12. Many students are interested in

American gadgets and are glad

to visit the kitchen and work-

rooms. They may be surprised

at the way American men help

in the kitchen. Also, let them
see the library, record albums,

and hobbies.

13. Most of the students like most

American foods. However, usu-

ally Moslems do not eat any

form of pork or ham. Rice is a

staple food throughout the Far
and Middle East and students

from these areas are hungry for

it. If a student does not eat

certain things, do not embarrass

him by overurging.

14. Try to make provision for the

travel expenses, at least, of the

student or students. Anything
in addition to this is up to you.

15. Sometimes, it is nice to invite

the student or students just for

a home visit, and not to asl?

him to speak. This gives him
opportunity to enjoy the home
life which he misses in Ameri-

ca, away from his home.

Mrs. W. J. Andes.

Newport News Women Have
Good Report

The Women's Fellowship met at

the church on December 14, 1955, at

11 a. m. for a book review on Foreign

Missions taught by Mrs. Lanson
Granger. At 12 :30 a covered dish

luncheon was served. The Christmas

motif was carried out. The lovely

decorations were arranged by tlie

Kate Newman Circle. The business

session was conducted by ]\Irs. C. L.

Rountree, president. We have one

meeting quarterly.

We had 15 members attending the

Eastern Virginia Conference at Wav-
erlj^ on October 6.

We held our Thank Offering Ser-

vice on Sunday, November 6. Mrs.

Harry Craver was our speaker.

We celebrated World Commimity
Day with other churches of our city.

Every circle was well represented.

We are glad to welcome our new
pastor and wife. Dr. and ]Mrs. J. II.

Dollar. They are well known to most

of us as the^- have served us faithful-

ly once before.

On January 22, 1956, the church

honored Dr. and Mrs. Dollar with a

reception with 225 members and
friends attending.

On Saturday, February 11, Miss

Pattie Leo Coghill reviewed the book
Indian Americans for us. Afterwards

we had a recption in the Fellowship

Hall. It was the occasion of our

Eighteenth Birthday.

Two new circles have been formed
this year. The new morning circle is

named after our former pastor's wife.

It is the Frances Granger Circle.

On February 17, we participated

in the ^""orld Day of Prayer with

other churches of our community.
Dr. Dollar was the speaker.

The Women's Fellowship holds a
nursery during the church service

each Sunday morning.

Elizabeth Foster,

Reporter.

SPOTLIGHT ON MISSIONS
AROUND THE WORLD.
(Continued from page 13.)

is to promote an interchange of Asian

personnel among the churches, from
country to country and from churcli

to church. It will study the specific

needs of the various churches for

particular personnel, and discover

what resources are available in other

countries to meet those needs. This

gives promise of greater vitality for

both sending and receiving churches.

. . . The American Board is a charter

member of this body.

The measure of a man is not the

number of his servants, but the num-
ber of people he serves.

—

Pual Moody.
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''Go Ye into All the World''
BUDGET of THE SOUTHERN CONVENTION

MISSION BOARD FOR 1956

ANTICIPATED INCOME
From Churches on Apportionment, Women's Fellowship, Indi-

viduals, and other sources 1*80,540.29

For Convention Home Missions % 39,073.68

For National Home Missions and Ministerial Relief 14,483.80

For Foreign Missions around the world 26,982.81

This Budget will do the work of Christ at home and around the world

through the following:

CONVENTION HOME MISSIONS

Salary Aid at Bailey's Grove, Bayside, Lakcview, Carroll County,

Fayetteville, Portsmouth (new)^ South Boston, Virginia

Valley, Warren County, Warwick, Western North Car-

olina Pastor at Large, and Student Work at Elon College,

Chapel Hill, Durham and Raleigh % 20,166.72

Building Aid at Bayside, Bethel (V. Va.), Carroll County, Nor-

folk-Central, Norfolk-First (new), Sophia, Zion (N. C),

Woods-Wisslers (united) $ 13,400.00

Mission Board Promotion and Administration, The Christian

Sun, Insurance, Interest on Loan, Repayment of Loan .... | 5,200.00

Needed, $10,000.00 additional funds for New Churches.

NATIONAL HOME MISSIONS

National Home Missions for Work throughout America through

our Board of Home Missions, in Church Extension and

Evangelism, Christian Education the American Missionary

Association, the Council for Social Action, etc $ 14,483.80

FOREIGN MISSIONS

For Work throughout the World in our Congregational Chris-

tian Missions in fourteen countries of the world, serving

a population of approximately 40 million people, through

the American Board 1*26,982.81

India I 7,898 00

Africa 2,580.00

Twelve Other Countries 13,366.23

Relief and Reconstruction 1,000.00

Miscellaneous 2,138.58

Needed, at least $7,500.00 additional for pressing oppor-

tunities overseas in our Christian Mission.

"Go Ye into All the World''
IS THE ABOVE BUDGET OUR RIGHTFUL SHARE IN THIS WORK?
ARE WE OF THE SOUTHERN CONVENTION OBEYING CHRIST?

WM. T. SCOTT, Superintendent

*Plus Women's Thank Offering for new church buildings

in South Africa.
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The First Easter

A program of music, pageantry and Scripture will be presented at the Suffolk Christian Church on Palm

Sunday evening, March 25, at eight o'clock. The above tableau, 'The Last Supper'" is a scene taken

from the program. The Rev. George D. Alley, minister of the church, will be the narrator. The four

choirs, combining one hundred and twenty-five voices under the direction of David Brown Harrell, minister

of music, will provide the musical background for each scene. The pageant, which will include the

talents of more than one hundred and fifty members of the church, is under the general direction of Miss

Gladys Yates. The public is cordially invited to share in this service of worship.
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Easter Offering envelopes may be

obtained from the Southern Conven-

tion Office, Elon College, N. C. If

your church has not obtained its sup-

ply, write for yours at once.

Two traditional Easter programs
will be heard on the air again this

year. They are "The Betrayal and

the Crucifixion," which Avill be broad-

cast on Palm Sunday, March 25 ; and
"The Resurrection," which will be

broadcast on Easter Sunday, April

1. Both broadcasts are from 5 :30 to

6 :00 p. m., Eastern Standard Time,

over the American Broadcasting

Company network.

Dr. Sidney Berry of London, Eng-
land, former Minister and Secretary

of the International Congregational

Council, was honored last month at

an invitation meeting held in Me-
morial Hall, London. An account of

this meeting is given elsewhere in this

issue. Some of our readers will re-

member Dr. Berry, who visited the

Southern Convention while he was
IMinister and Secretary. Dr. Berry
has also contributed to the pages of

The Christian Sun.

The Rev. C. Carl Dollar was in-

stalled as Minister of Bertha Congre-

gational Church, Bertha, Minnesota,

Sunday evening, February, 26, 195fi.

The Service of Installation was con-

ducted by the Rev. Theop'liilus

Meckel, and the sermon Avas preached

by Dr. Thomas A. Goodwin, wlio used

the theme, "The Living (Jhurch."

Mr. Dollar has rendered notable ser-

vice in the Southern Convention and

has a host of friends in the South

who wish him success in his new pas-

torate.

The Junior Choir of the First Con-

gregational Christian Church, Rich-

mond, will sing on WTVR, chanel

6, Richmond, on Saturday, March 31

at 9 :00 a. m. The choir of about 26

children varying in ages from 6 to 13

years of age, will appear on the

"Stories for Children" hour which

orignates at the WTVR studio in

Richmond. They will sing
'

' The Holy
City," "Legend," and "Steal A-

way.' The choir will be accompanied

by Miss Kathleen Sprenkle, a member
of the Youth Fellowship of the Rich-

mond church. Mrs. Alfred A. Doffle-

myer is director.

The Christian Sun is happy to in-

troduce to its readers Dr. James E.

Wasrner, president of the Evangelical

and Reformed Churcli, by publishing

his article, "Towards Clarifying

Some Misunderstandings," the first

installment of which appears in this

issue. Dr. Wagner's statement has

the official approval of his church.

If any church in the Southern Con-

vention opposes the union, it has not

come to the attention of the editor of

The Christian Sun. Dr. Wagner's
convictions about church union con-

form to the traditional beliefs of the

churches of the Southern Convention.

S. C. H.

Mission Visual Aids Available in

Convention Office

"A Country in Crisis" is a film-

strip with script depecting the many
problems of the Philippine Republic

today. Through the work of mission-

aries, schools and Schools of Theo-

logy, this country aspires upward

—

seeking a faith to live by—a course to

follow into the future.

"In His Name and for Their

Sakes" is a set of color slides depict-

ing human needs in wartorn coun-

tries and sets forth our Relief and
Rehabilitation Program. "Parish in

the Pacific" is a filmstrip of our work

in Micronesia.

"Dr. Riggs' Slides on India" is a

set of fifty color slides of Dr. Ed
Riggs' Avork in India. It is the story

of his medical work with the people

;

their accomplishments and their anxi-

eties.

These visual aids may be obtained

by writing Miss Ruth Dunn, Box 336,

Elon College, N. C.
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ISlews from the

Wake Chapel Did Malce It

The Christian Sun, in the issue of

March 1, carried a news item under

the heading, "Wake Chapel Almost

Made It." The figures given in the

article covered a period of 14 months

when the church was changing its

fiscal year to conform to the calendar

year. During the 14 months the

church had extra expenses which were

paid out of the surplus from the pre-

vious church year. The contributions

for the period amounted to $9,305.21

for current expenses and $10,707.79

for benevolences.

Mrs. a. Glendon Johnson,
Reporter.*****

Haw River Church to Have

Fellowship Supper

The Congregational Christian

Church of HaAv River will have a

fellowship covered dish supper on

Wednesday evening of Holy Week
(March 28) at six o'clock. The film,

"In the Face of Jeopardy" Avill be

shown following the supper. This

picture is appropriate for the cur-

rent mission theme, the next quarter

Pilgrim Series church school courses,

and the Holy Week remembarances

of the love and sacdifice of our Lord.

An offering will be received. Friends

from neighboring churches are cord-

ially invited to attend if no service

is being held in their own church.

H. V. Harman,
Pastor.*****

Wake Chapel Centennial

On April 15, the Wake Chapel Con-

gregational Christian Church is plan-

ning to celebrate its hundredth birth-

day. In preparation for the event,

the sanctuary is being completely re-

decorated.

The centennial program is schedul-

ed to begin at ten o'clock, with Dr.

Wm. T. Scott recognizing people who
have made outstanding contributions

to the life of the church and discuss-

ing highlights in its history. The
Rev. Fred P. Register, a former pas-

tor for ten years, will discuss some of

the outstanding accomplishments of

the church, and the present pastor,

the Rev. Earl T. Farrell, will talk

about dreams for the future.

The Rev. Joseph E. McCauley, of

Waverly, Virginia, a great-great-

grandson of the Rev. Little John

THE CHRISTIAN SUN

Churches . . .

Utley, one of the founders of Wake
Chapel, \\'\\\ deliver the sermon for

the morning, folloAving whieh the Rev.

J. Lee Johnson, who was pastor for

29 years, will conduct the communion

service.

It is the prayer of the church that

the Centennial Celebration will be a

time of rededieation and a source of

great inspiration for future achieve-

ments.

Following the worsnip service, a

picnic dinner will be served. It is

Announcing tlie Fourth Annual

Ministers' Convocation

for

Congregational Christian Ministers

of the Southern Convention
* * *

Moonelon—May 14, 15, 16, 1956

Theme, "Creative Opportunities for

the Ministry Today."
* * *

To encourage all of our ministers

to attend, the fee will be reduced

this year to a flat $5.00. Everyone

in attendance will be expected to pay

the same amount, and there will be

no other charges.

* * *

Superb Fellowship—Stimualting

Variety

Fine Arts—Sports—Shop Talk

Worship

G. D. ALLEY, Chairman,

HARVEY CARNES, Secy.

hoped tliat all friends of the church

will plan to attend the services.

*****
Fayetteville, N. C.

Our Fayetteville Church, Rev. Carl

Wallace, pastor, is really a "Mission

to America" sponsored by our church.

By the large number of service men
at Fort Bragg, there come to the City

of Fayetteville many people who are

away from their church and home.

Mr. Wallace and his people have

made these "strangers" feel welcome

and "wanted." Mr. Wallace in his

February report gives a statement

which further illustrates the impor-

tance and the uniqueness of our Fay-

etteville Church. "Let me tell you

about Rita—I stopped by her apart-

ment the other day. A van was in

Page Three

front loading her furniture. She was
on her way to Germany. She came

out to my car and said something

like this: 'My only regret in leaving

is to leave the church. I have always

been a member of a large church up
north that really didn't need me. I

never Imew what church membership

really meant until coming here. I

guess it was because I felt needed.'

Rita sang in our choir and performed

other fine services very faithfully."

The Mission Board of the Southern

Convention, as well as our National

Board of Home Missions, is having

a share in the work at Fayetteville.

That means that all of our churches

and members have a part in this fine

ministry. Congratulations to Mr.

WalJaee and his people on the fine job

they are doing.

W. T. Scott.

Elon College Community Church

March 19-25, 1956, the Elon Col-

lege Community Church is conduct-

ing its Building Fund Canvass with

Mr. Curtis R. Schumacher of the

Church Finance Advisory Service of

our national Home Mission Board as

guest leader. During this week, the

Elon Church will seek to have pledg-

ed froin its membership $80,000, pay-

able during the next two years. This

is a formidable undertaking and task.

For weeks now Mr. Schumacher
has had the church busy. The Can-

vass Committee under the leadership

of Mr. Marsh McLelland has met
often and they have worked long

hours. The Building Committee un-

der the leadership of Mr. Mark Mc-
Adams has visited church after

church and ilxQy have planned thor-

oughly the hope for tomorrow which

will be the answer to today's need.

For more than sixty years the Elon

College Community Church has used

the facilities of the college for both

Sunday school and for worship. In

the last few years, the church has

built a parsonage and then a Parish

House, which has demonstrated the

iieed of additional facilities for the

church. The Parish House has be-

come a center for the community as

well as for the church. It is used

frequently two or three times each

day in the week and is in constant

use on Sunday.

The Parish House now accommo-

dates five departments of the Sunday
school—that takes all of the available

space. Three other departments of

the Sunday school meet two or three

blocks away in the Mooney Building

(Continued on page 11.)
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A Time of Testing
And when they had sung a hymn, they went

out to the Mount of Ohves. Then Jesus said to

them, "You will all fall away because of me this

night; for it is written, 'I will strike the shepherd,

and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.' But

after I am raised up, I will go before you to Gali-

lee." Peter declared to him, "Though they all fall

away because of you, I will never fall away." Je-

sus said to him, "Truly, I say to you, this very

night, before the cock crows, you will deny me
three times." Peter said to him, "Even if I must

die with you, I will not deny you." And so said

all the disciples. Matt. 26:30-35 (RSV).

It all happened that night exactly as Jesus had

told them it would. Read the entire chapter from

which the above quotation is taken, and you will

find that in verse 56 it is written, "Then all the dis-

ciples forsook him and fled." It is true that as

Jesus was being led to Caiaphas, the high priest,

Peter followed along behind the procession to see

what would be done to him whom they had called

Master. But when he was accused of being a fol-

lower of Jesus, he swore that he did not know the

man.

It is difficult to read the story of all the disciples

forsaking Jesus and slipping away into the shad-

ows of the garden, without condemning them for

their disloyalty. They had been closely associated

with Jesus for a long time. He had shared with

them as much of what the Father had revealed

unto him as human words could convey. They had

seen Jesus heal the sick and raise the dead. They
had all joined in the pledge which Peter had made
to die with Jesus if it should come to that.

Before we condemn the disciples too severely,

we should remember that Jesus did not condemn
them. One can detect a note of sorrow in Jesus'

voice as he tells them how they will act, but he

seems to have known that they would measure up
to future testings, even if they failed in the immed-
iate one. It is not given to mortal man to forsee

the future. That, we believe, is the reason Jesus

said, "Judge not, that ye be not judged."

The Christian Gospel makes it perfectly plain

that there are situations and crises that are beyond
the ability of human courage, strength and will to

endure. Only the man who has met death face to

face knows what such an experience is like. The
fact that one temptation has been widistood is no
guarantee that another may be met as successfully.

Man always stands in need of God's help.

Jesus gave God the Father all the glory for the

work which he did. Jesus spent forty days in fast-

ing and prayer as he was entering upon the work
which the Father had called him to do. The agony

in the garden was prayer that he might not fail in

the final testing. It was in the garden that he said

to the disciples, "Watch and pray that you may
not enter into temptation; the spirit indeed is will-

ing, but the flesh is weak."

Our hope is in Jesus Christ. He has given us

the clue to Christian living in the Parable of the

Vine. Listen to him as he says, "Abide in me, and

I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by it-

self, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you,

unless you abide in me. I am the vine, your are

the brancehs. He who abides in me, and I in him,

he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me
you can do nothing."

All the disciples failed Jesus at the time of test-

ing in the garden, but John was there at the foot

of the cross when Jesus was crucified. John went
to sleep as did the other disciples when Jesus was
praying in the garden. He ran as did the other

disciples when Jesus was seized and bound by the

soldiers. He was there when Jesus, concerned about

what might happen to his mother, committed her

to John's care. John stayed very close to Jesus. He
recorded for us some of the priceless words of Jesus

which we would never have known without his

record.

Lent is a season in which to prepare for Holy
Week. We turn again to the Gospels and read the

story of Jesus. We search the record for the deep

spiritual messages which his teachings convey. We
see Jesus scrupulously obeying every wish which
the Father made known unto him. We see him
pouring out the blessings of God upon all needy
people who in faith would receive them. We see

him marching steadily to the final triumph, even

by the way of the Cross.

These remembrances help us to remember the

high calling whereunto we are called. They say

to us what St. Paul said to the Christians at Cor-

inth, "Ye are not your own, ye are bought with a

price." Christ is our example in obedience, right-

eousness, and self-denial. We are his witnesses in

a world that so sorely needs his gospel of salvation.

Every Christian ought to be a better Christian

for the experiences of this Easter season. Every

church ought to examine its program in the light

of what Christ expects a church that bears his name
to accomplish. Now is the time of testing for every

Christian and every church. It is not a question of

what we can accomplish for Christ. It is what
Christ can do, working in and through us.
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Pastor or Counselor-Which?
S. L. MORGAN, SR., Wake Forest, N. C.

We have seen in even the past dec-

ade or so a remarkal)le ehanpfc in the

training of ministers and in their con-

cept of their office. In 1945 the Be-
view and Expositor, Louisville semi-

nary magazine, published an article

of mine, "A New Minister for a New
Day," in which I urged the necessity

for a new type of training for minis-

ters. Tor then thousands of service

men Avere coming home, mentally and
emotionally unstable, their life plans

u])set, often broken in health, a baf-

fling problem for the church, and
often even for their loved ones. If

thf churches were to meet them with

understanding and meet their needs,

clearly they must have ministers

trained in at least the rudiments of

psychiatry and personal counseling,

both rather nev7 sciences then. At
that time most seminaries were at

least beginning to provide courses in

those sciences, some seminaries mak-

ing such a course a must.

Since then thousands of young
ministers have thrilled to the new
vistas which such courses opened up
before them in their pastoral minis-

try. Often it seemed like a new di-

mension added to the pastor's work.

Even a smattering of psychiatry and
scientific counseling gave him a new
sense of sureness, and often brought

glamorous results. And today this

new facet added to the equipment of

ministers indeed spells in the ag-

gregate a new day for the ministry

and the church. I hail this new day
with gladness, but it poses a serious

question: 7s the New Minister to be

a Specialist?

Is the new training to turn our

shepherds iiito specialists, serving

their people in the pastor's office like

a doctor? Are we to see in the min-

istry Avhat we have seen in the medi-

cal profession? The beloved old-

time "family doctor" is no more, and
it is a great loss to the community.
He was at once physician, counselor

and friend to all in the community.
And close beside him was the family

pastor, loved and revered by all, an
intimate in the family circle. In his

place today is the trained executive

in his office, directing a great organi-

zation, with stated hours for personal

counseling—for the fe\\ Avith time
and inclination to g(j \o hi§ office. The
seminary has given him the knoAv-

hoAv. The dream of my article of

1945 is being realized.

Decnrlence of the Pastoral Function.
I could not foresee in 1945 how far

the trained counselor I envisioned

Avould croAvd out the shepherd func-

tion of the pastor. He is still our
shepherd—to a degree, but less than
formerly. How much shepherd Avill

remain in him decades hence?

Living under the shadow of a

church college and a seminary, I am
able to Avatch the trend among some
500 young ministers. Right eagerly

they devour the courses in psychiatry

and counseling. I envy them: "If
only I coulfl have had those courses

in my day!" As pastors they Avill be

experts compared Avith me 50 years

ago, God bless them. But Avill they

be good shepherds? I OAvn to a fear

that disturbs me.

A Question of Emphasis.

The Yii'W training in psychiatry and
connscling is indispensable. I hold it

IS even essential, Avhile half the hospi-

tal beds of the nation are occupied by
3uental patients, and thousands more
show neurotic tendencies, and need

the help of trained pastor-Counsel-

ors. But in the new day Avhere Avill

the ncAv pastor put main emphasis?

Jesus was their model, and he Avas

first of all "the good Shepherd." He
Avent after the sheep, even in the Avil-

derness, among the thorns.

This article is called out by signs

that disturb me. I hear of young
pastors, fascinated Avith the idea of

expert counseling, and frankly ask-

ing their people not to expect them

tc visit much, but to giA'e their time

to those that really need tliem. "Call

us," they urge, "as you call your

doctor; and Ave '11 have office hours;

come Avhen Ave can help you."

And that is Avise and right, even

good business for the church. And
church people should zealously co-

operate to help the pastor use every

moment of his time Avhere it is most

needed, even urging him not to Avaste

time in calling Avhere he is not need-

ed, and should ever be alert to in-

form him Avhere a visit is really need-

ed. No pastor can niiiiister adequate-

ly to more than 500 individuals. For
it means reaching the lost and stray-

ing; the sick, the shut-ins, the bereav-

ed ; those battling with temptation

and discouragement; those threaten-

ed with business failure or loss of a
job ; the young longing for a real

friend and counselor; the many aged
pining and slowly dying from the

sence of being idle, unless, lonely,

Avith none really to care.

Partly Avith such a mass of real

need in mind, the great businessman
was speaking Avith true Christian in-

sight Avho said to his pastor, "Avhen-
ever you Avant to see me, don't you
come to see me, but ring me, and I'll

come at once to see you ; for your time
is more valuable than mine." I hail

it indeed as a good omen, Avhen "the
ncAV minister in the new day" of in-

sight into real values, pleads Avith his

people not to require him to be a
ringer of door bell?, but to go Avhere

he is needed.

Wanted. Shepherds ivith Hearts

that Care.

But there is also another type of

the "ncAv pastor"—the one lacking

the heart of the true shepherd, con-

tent in his office, and speaking cyni-

cally of "the bell-ringing pastor" as

he goes from house to house hunting
lilvc his Master for the souls "weary
and heavy-laden." For Jesus, "mov-
ed with compassion," could never

have been shut up in an office to wait

for the needy to seek him ! He must

find them. And once feeling his

heart-beat th^y "drcAv near" and fol-

loAved him. The pastor Avho would
have people to croAvd his office, must
first go to them and show the heart

that truly cares. Do that convincing-

ly, and they Avill make a trail to his

office. Fame as a healer attracts

patients to the doctor's office; fame
as a lo^ er and burdeji-bearer will at-

tract burdened, tied-up personalities

to the minister Avho helps them.

The Cry of the Sheep.

Before me is a disturbing array of

data shoAving yearning hearts reach-

ing out for shepherd hearts that care.

I find them nearby, and in letters

from across the continent. An old

saint of 88 writes, "I'm lonely, and
long for people, especially my pas-

tor. It is a high day for me when he

drops in for five minutes for a Avord

and a prayer. But he is too busy to

come oftener than once in several

months. '

'

Another, "My pastor is a grand

preacher but can call on but few in

his large parish. I Avent and took my
turn at his office—five minutes to

tell him my burden, and then give

place to another. I said, 'Won't you
dr( p in to see my sou? He says he

(Continued on page 13.)
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Toward Clarifying Some Misunderstandings
A Statement Prepared by

DR. JAMES E. WAGNER, President of the Evangelical and Reformed Church

and Approved by Its General Council

As negotations proceed looking to-

ward the union of the Evangelical

and Eeformed Church with he Con-

gregational Christian Churches, and

as discussions continue pro and con,

it becomes ever more apparent that

some opposition to the union rises

from simple misunderstanding of the

mind and practice of the Evangelical

and Reformed Church and its aims

with regard to the union.

This attempt at clarification is ad-

dressed to those who are of an open

mind and are honestly seeking a true

understanding of the issues involved.

What is written here grows largely

out of letters received by the writer

from inquirers who give every evi-

dence of good faith and a sincere de-

sire to learn the truth. For all others

of like sincerity the following obser-

vations are made.

1. I know 710 responsible leaders

in either the Evangelical and Reform-
ed or the Congregational Christian

fellowship tvho are obsessed with the

idea of church union so that they are

bent On achieving it at any price.

Some of us are devoting ourselves to

this union effort, not at all because we
enjoy doing this more than any other

thin^ we might be doing, but because

we feel ourselves under solemn obli-

gation to explore every possible op-

portunity to reduce the divisions ex-

isting within Christendom. If after

we have done our best and utmost it

should become clear that this union

is not of God, I know of no one who
will not then willingly discontinue

the attempt to achieve it ; but the only

thing which would justify us in that

decision would be that, before com-

ing to it, we had exhausted our en-

ergies and explored every possibility

which seemed to promise union. Some
of us feel that, under God, we can

turn back to him a task uiidone only

after we have first done our best t-o

perform it.

There are two major motivations

Avhich keep us working at this union.

One harks back to the mid-thirties

when Evangelical and Refomied and
Congregational Christian members of

a small study group in St. Louis

found that they had so much in com-
mon that they experienced a growing
conviction that the extent of that

community of mind and spirit should

be further explored. Those of us

who have been most immediately in-

volved in the negotiations since then

liave again and again experienced a

renewal of that sense of oneness.

The other major motivation is root-

ed in the great ecumenical movement.
Wo cannot escape the compelling in-

sistence that if we mean all the fine

things we say about our oneness in

Christ, then so far as it can be done

—

only that far but under bond that we
should talvc it fully that far.—we
must try to realize, symbolize, actual-

ize that oneness in the institutional

life of the followers of Christ. So

far as in us lies, we must translate

Amsterdam and Evanston into the

actualities of Main Street; and in-

terdenominational unions where such

unions can be achieved constitute one

way of doing just that.

2. What we are engaged in is an

attempt at church union and not a

movement whereby one denomina-

tion wOuld be absorbed and its tradi-

tions lost in another. As recently as

November 15, 1955, (The Messenger,

page 13), I reminded my own con-

stituency that our present efforts do

"not presuppose that the Evangeli-

cal and Reformed Church, can, or

ever did, hope to impose its own his-

torical doctrinal position or polity on

the United Church." That basic

point of view has been reiterated

again and again by the Evangelical

and Reformed Church, a typical ex-

ample being this paragraph from a

1948 statement adopted by the (ER)
General Council: "We hope that the

union may move forward to a speedy

and satisfying conclusion and that

tlie constitution of the United C'hurch

may, through the guidance of the

Holy Spirit and the experience of

the new cluirch, not merely develop

a compromise of two former politics

but on a higher level, conserning the

values of both, ma.v bring forth a new
policy and plan of organization for

the United Church," to which Avas

added "the conviction that where a

common faith in Christ luiites us his-

torical confessions and polities shall

no longer constrain us to go our

separate ways."
3. TIV of the E rangclical and Re-

formed Church are committed, un~

ambiguo^Hsly ayid without equivoca-

tion, to the Basis of Union and the

Interpretations. It is true, as I have

said and written elsewhere, that the

Interpretations were repugnant to

many of us when thej' were put be-

fore ns by Congregational Christian

General Council action ; there is a

sense in which the}' are still repug-

nant to us. Primarily this has been

due to our feeling that all that is

said in the Interpretations had al-

ready been said or implied in the

Basis of Union, and that an insistence

on our acceptance of the Interpreta-

tions was rooted in an only thinly-

veiled suspicion on the part of some

that we had subscribed to the Basis

of Union with tongue-in-cheek mental

reservations and really were bent on

securing ends other than we pretend-

ed to espouse. That is not a very

comfortable suspicion under which to

operate.

But we are committed, unambigu-
oush' and without equivocation, to

the Interpretations as well as to the

Basis of Union. That commitment
includes—to spell out one of the most

delicate provisions— the recognition

that
'

' The Constitution for the United

Church of Christ . . . will define and
regulate as regards the General

Synod but describe" (yes, describe)

"the free and voluntary relationships

which the churches, associations, and
conferences shall sustain with the

General Synod and with each other."

The next two numbered sections of

this Statement are almost word for

word reproductions from a letter

written in reply to two very specific

questions raised by the Rev. John
Curry Walker, D. D., pastor of First

Congreg-ational Church, Toledo, Ohio.

4. Will First Congregational
Church be able to call its (^wn minis-

ters f First Congregational Church
will certainly be able to call its own
ministers if it becomes a member of

the United Church of Christ. I put

that as briefly and unambiguously as.

I do for several reasons. First, this

is substantially true in the Evange-

lical and Reformed Church now, with

the one major exception that some

measure of control, or should I rather

say advice and counsel, is exercised

by our Synodical Council (Place-

ment Committee) when a congrega-

( Continued on page 15.)
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News of Elon College
President L. E. Smith, Elon College, N. C.

Call Meeting of the Board of

Trustees of Elon College

At a reeejit meetimi- of the Board of

Trustees of Elon College, a commit-
tee, of which Honorable Thad Eure,

Secretary of the State, was named
Chairman, was appointed for the pur-

pose of revising the Charter and By-
laws of Elon College. When Cliair

man Eure and his committee began to

investigate and prepare for the re-

vision of the Charter, they discovered

that the Charter for the college was
out dated. It expired four years

ago. Fortunately, statute la^v pro-

vided for such lapse,

The Committee worked faithfully,

prepared its report and conferred

Avith the Superintendent and Secre-

tary of the Southern Convention of

Congregational Christian Churches
and with the president of Elon GoU
lege for approval of the draft. A full

meeting of the Board of Trustees was
required hy law. The l^oard Avas

called to meet at the college, Wednes-
day, March 14, 1956. All, including

the attorney, were under the ini 'rcs-

sion that this matter of business could

be transacted by a quorum of the

Board determined by the by-laws of

the Board. At the opening of the

meeting, it was discovered that six-

teen members were present. The at-

torney. Colonel Purrington. of

lialeig-h, was present and called at-

tention to the fact, one that he had
overlooked, that in the matter of ap
proving the amendment of a Charter

of a corporation, at least two-thirds

of the entire Board must be present

and voting. This meant that the

number present Avas short by eight

members. No definite action could

be taken.

Since we are dealing Avith the

United States Government, it will be
necessary to transact all business

strictly in keeping Avith legal require-

ments. Consequently, it is necessary

to call another meeting.

A new call Avas made to all mem-
bers of the Board of Trustees of Elon
College this 14th day of March, 1956.
The Board is called to meet on Satur-
day, March 24, 1956, at 2:00 o'clock

in the afternoo)i for the purpose of

approving the Charter of BJon C-'>1-

lege a.s amended and to transact ftpy

other business that may fiave lo rlo

with the proposed loan of ^675,000,

and the construction of the building

on Elon College Campus.
This is an additional notice to all

members of the Board of Trustees of

Elon College to please lay other mat-
ters aside and come to the College

for the meeting as above announced
that all requirements relating to the

loan may be completed that the bonds
may be sold, thus making available

to the college funds for the undertak-

iu'r oti our campus.

Apportionment Giving

In recent years, the I'nited Slates

Government has endeavored to dis-

courage installment buying or the ac-

cumulation of debts to be settled on

the installment plan. It is contended

that such financial arrangements cou-

tril)ute to inflation. We all knoAv

that uncontrolled inflation Avould be

disastrous to our economy. These

conditions may be true as regards

debt accumulations, but they are not

true regarding the obligations for the

advancement of the institutions of

the church.

Our contributions to the cause of

the church are investments either

directly or indirectly in human life

and in the enrichment and develop-

ment of Christian character. When
Ave, that is members of the church,

f'ontribute to the cause of Christian

higher education we are supporting

the church in its program, a program

that is essential to the development

and continued groAvth of the kingdom
of God in the Avorld.

Our churches in the Southern Con-

vention have voluntarily assumed

definite obligations for the support of

our college. Many of our churches

are meeting these obligations regular-

ly and generously. Submitted here-

Avith is our report for the Aveek, Avhich

is the largest total amount contribut-

ed in any one Aveek during this en-

tire conference ye.ar. This is excel-

lent and a great contribution to a

great cause.

Previously reported ^ 3,469.62

Eastern N. O. Conference:

Fayetteville $ 5.00

Shallow Well 35.00

Eastern Va. Conference:

Kiire .'^25.00

Norfolk, First 26.00

Portsmouth, First 100.00
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N. C. and Va. Conference:
Apple's Chapel $ 41.00

Durham 196.00
Greensboro, First 63.49

Greensboro, Palm St. . . . 301.00
Tryon 123.00
Lynchburg 7.75

Western N. C Conference:
Flint Hill (M) $17.44
Pleasant Hill 235.00

Seagrove 7.50

Virginia Valley Conference:
Antioch $28.36
New Hope 16.50

1,228.04

Grand total $ 4,697.66

Declaration of Purpose

Our churches in the Convention are

begiiniing to concern themselves Avith

their share in the erection of Virginia

Hall and Carolina H.all. Signed Dec-

larations of Purpose are coming in

sloAvly but gradually. The churches

in North Carolina seem to be out-

distanciiig our churches in Virginia

in this contest. We are anxious to

see our Virginia churches gain on our

North Carolina churches.

We are all reminded that the bien-

nial session of our convention meets

on May 1st. It certainly Avould be

Avonderful if all of our churches that

have not Avould sign their Declaration

of Purpose and forAvard the same in

that they may be included in the col-

lege's report to the convention. If

all Avould accept their responsibility,

it Avould be an occasion for rejoicing.

Wl- are reporting one ncAv Declara-

tion this week.

Don't forget that cash payments

are gladly received and tremendously

helpful. The college must pay the

cost of construction Aveekly. Any
and all payments will make the bur-

den lighter.

Previously Reported:

CAROLINA HALL.

Name of Church Amount

Beverly Hills $ 886.00

Beginning ISlov., 56; 5 years.

Center 281.75

Beginning Sept., 56; 5 years.

Mt. Zion 1,000.00

Beginning Jan., 56; 10 years.

Eutaw Community 595.00

Beginning 56; 5 years.

Hope Mills 414.75

Beginning Jan., 57; 5 years.

Mt. Auburn 1,120.00

Beginning Jan., 56; 5 years.

Nevp Hope
, 1,048.25

Beginning 1957.

Bethlehem 294.00

Beginning 1957, 5 years.

Lebanon 939.75

Beginning Jan., 58; 10 3'ears.

Shallow Ford 1,800.00

Beginning Oct., 56; 18 years.

Behiah 1,137.50

(Continued on page 15.)
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^ Lenten Radio Meditation on . . .

^What It Means to be a Christian'^
By DR. ROY C. HELFENSTEIN, Richmond, Va.

The Apostle Paul was a religious

man long before he had his life-chang-

ing experience, while on his way to

Damascus. He was a religious mind-

ed man long before he became a Chris-

tian man. There is a great difference

between being religious and being

Christian. Paul was a Pharisee of

the Pharisees, a religious zealot even

w^hen he was bent upon persecuting

those of the Christian faith. It was

his religion that made him oppose

Christianity. He verily thought that

he was doing the will of God in per-

secuting the Christians. He was re-

ligious, but his religion was anti-

Christian, if not in fact even anti-

religious, as paradoxical as that may
sound.

But on his way to Damascus for

the purpose of persecuting Christian

disciples, he had an experience that

completely changed his attitude to-

Avard life, toward God and toward his

fellowmen. His new religious ex-

perience caused him to renounce his

former religious allegiance. Instead

of longer to be an opponent of Chris-

tianity, he was to be the chief de-

fender and promoter of Christianity.

His experience on the way to Da-

mascus completely changed his en-

tire life. It changed an enemy of

Christ into a loyal friend of Christ.

That experience gave he world its

greatest ambassador of the Christian

religion.

Any experience that makes an

enemy of Christ to become a friend

of Christ is a Christian experience.

To be a Christian means that very

thing, it means to be a friend of the

Lord Christ Avith all that the Avord

friend implies.

The Christian religion is not a

creed, but a life based upon friend-

ship Avith the Christ of Galilee. To
be a Christian means for one to seek

to live by the help of God in a Avay

that Avill honor Christ. It means to

live to serve him, to live to please

him, it means living in Avitness of the

reality and value of friendship with

the son of God.

The scientist says that life is an

adjustment to enviroment, the eye to

light, the ear to sound etc., etc. That

is exactly Avhat the Christian life is,

namely, it is the effort to make proper

adjustment to one's enviroment. That
is why there is such joy in Christian

livinsr. The heai-t is made to gloAv by
the very thought of moral and spirit-

ual victory. The challenge to "put
on the Avhole armor of God" and
"fight the good fight of faith," calls

for the heroic in men and Avomen.

And when a person has the courage

to accept that challenge, he experi-

ences a joy that nothing else in life

can match.

The sincere Christian in not great-

ly worried about creeds. What he

Avants is an experience—a deeper ex-

perience of God, a deeper experience

of commitment. The blind man
spoken of in the New Testament gives

the secret of the true basis of any
creed. The blind man's creed was
based upon his personal experience,

just as every person's creed should

be based upon the person's own ex-

perience. Any creed that is not

based upon one's OAvn personal ex-

perience with God is meaningless to

the person himself. The blind man
declared, "This one thing I know,

that Avhereas I was blind, now I see."

Unless a person has had an exper-

ience himself with God, he has no

business to talk of the Christian life.

Only those are qualified to talk about

the Christian life who have person-

ally experienced the Christ of God
in their oAvn lives. People want to

hear men talk out of their own throb-

bing heart. "Sayest thou, this thing

of thyself, or did another tell it

thee?" is the response of the world

to every person Avho Avould bear Avit-

ness of the Christian faith.

To be a Christian, one must pledge

allegiance to Jesus Christ. "He is

the Avay, the truth and the life." He
has the Avords of eternal life. In him
and through him our peace Avith God
is effected. "And thou shalt call his

name Jesus, for he shall save his peo-

ple from their sins." The opportun-

ity to secui'e through Christ the com-

plete pardon for one's sins is the

greatest opportunity afforded to man.

To knoAV that one's sins are forgiven

brings a joy to the heart whieh only

one who has exi>erienced that joy can

realize and know. The Christian is

one Avho because of absolute commit-

ment to Christ and to the Christian

Avay of life has experienced the par-

doning grace of the Son of God, and

Avith the poet sings with joy,

0 tliat the world might ta^te and see

The rieUes of his grace,

The arms of love that compass me
Would all mankind embrace.

The Christian is one who seeks guid-

ance on the way of life by consult-

ing the Book of Life—the Bible. He
goes to the Bible with an open mind

and a responsive heart, sincerely seek-

ing light on life's way. By cherish-

ing a scientific and godly attitude

toAvard the Ijil)le, duly appreciating

the varied values of its various parts,

he Avill gain a better understanding

of the Book and Avill receive more

help from its pages. He will not

think of the Bible as being a fetish

to keep the evil spirits away from his

home or from his life, neither will he

think of it as an encyclopedia of

proof texts—to provide a definite

statement in ansA\'er to every life sit-

uation. But he Avill ust the Bible as

a record of man 's search for God, and

of God's response to man. He Avill

realize that its truths are spiritual

truths, and therefore that they must

be spiritually discerned. And as he

opens its pages, he will breathe the

])rayer, "Open thou mine eyes that

I may behold the Avondrous things out

of thy law."

The true Christian is one who de-

sires to fellowship Avith all "Com-

rades of The Way." He desires to

fellowship with all those who love his

Lord. Clannishness, aloofness, or an

attitude of superiority toward other

believers is always evidence of a lack

of Christian grace and Christian ap-

preciation.

Christians do not expect others to

agree Avith them at all times, but they

do expect other Christians to felloAv-

ship Avith them. Christians prove

that they are Christians by being able

to disagree with others Avithout being

disagreeable toward others.

Christians believe in the Church.

They seek the felloAVship of the

Church. They pray for the Church.

They do not think that the Church is

(Cojjtinued o^ page 9.)
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Dr. Sidney Berry—and a World
of Friends

At the end of 1955, Dr. Sidney

Berry concluded his period of service

as Minister and Secretary of the; In-

ternational Congregational Council

;

and on January 17, the Library of

the Memorial Hall, London, Eng-
land, was tilled with a large company
who assembled at the invitation of the

Moderator, Dr. S. Maurice Watts, to

pay fervant and affectionate tribute.

Among those present were Dr. Ber-

ry's daughters, Margaret and Bar-

bara.

After tea, provided by ladies of

Union Church, Mill nill,\,he Moder-
ator took the chair. Dr. AVatts re-

minded the Assembly that I. C. C.

held its first sessions in 1891 in Lon-
don, Dr. Dale presiding. Thereafter

the meetings were held every ten

years, alternately in Britain and the

United States, and they were in the

nature of conferences.

The Assembly at Wellesley in 1949

was no longer "Anglo-American,"
for representatives of several coun-

tries were present, and an organisa-

tion was begun. Dr. Berry was elect-

ed as Minister and Secretary, and an
office was opened in London. Since

then the Secretary had wandered the

world, visiting the United States and
the Commonwealth, and making con-

tacts in many lands with people who
shared the same churehmanship. The
latest Church to become a member of

the I. C. C. was the powerful Mission

Covenant Church of Sweden.
Dr. Wattes then indicated that

messages had been received from ma-
ny individuals, including Lord and
Lady Stansgate in Bagdad, Principal
Nicholas from New Zealand, and
Judge Wills, ex-chairman of he Un-
ion of British Guiana. Letters, with
token gifts, had come from Wales,
Ireland, Scotland, South Africa, Aus-
tralia, New Zealand, Jamaica, Brit-

ish Guiana, Holland, Finland and
Sweden. A communication from the
United States had been delayed. All

expressed tlianksgiving for the gifts

and graces of Dr. Berry, and his out-

standing contribution to World Con-
gregationalism.

The speeches were mostly brief and
all betrayed the same deep affection

for Dr. Berry.

The Rev. Howard Stanley rejoiced
that he represented the Union in a
tribute of affection and gratitude to

Dr. Berry^ to wboTn he sajd he would

like to give the title of "Your Beati-

tude." The Rev. W. T. Owen of

King's Cross Tabernacle spoke for

the Welsh Independents; Miss Huy-
singa of Rotterdam for the Dutch
Remonstrants; the Rev. Frank de

Lisle for New Zealand. Miss Doro-

thy Biggs, the assistant secretary,

paid a moving tribute, as did the Rev.

Ralph Calder, who succeeds to the

office. Mr. Calder also made a pre-

sentation of a tray, constructed of

a variety of Australian woods, for

Mrs. Berry.

The Moderator then handed to Dr.

Berry a cheque, combining contribu-

tions from all the constituejit Unions.

DR. SIDNEY M. BERRY

In offering his thanks, Dr. Berry

said that no man could have had a

more interesting and creative job, in

which he had sought to bring scatter-

ed churches into a living fellowship.

A start had been made, but tliei'e Avas

still very much to do.

Dr. Berry said that his active ca-

reer was not coming to a close just

yet—a hope that found an echo in

every heart.

S. Maurice Watts.

" WHAT IT MEANS TO BE
A CHRISTIAN."

(Continued from page 8.)

the place where people go who think

they are better than other people.

They think of the Church as being

the place where those who desire to

know and to do God's will, gather in

fellowship and praise to Almighty

God, to help one another in living the

good life, and in serving their day
and generation.

The Christian thinks of the Church
as the center of the holiest experi-

ences of life. At its altar little chil-

dren are dedicated to God. At its

altar men and women declare their

allegiance to Christ. The Church is

the one great organization that is ded-

icated to the course of the Christian

religion. Because of that fact, nat-

urally a Christian feels obligated to

the Church Avhich holds before tlie

world the Light of the Cross, the

Torch of Faith.

With the poet, the Christian sings:

I love thy Kingdom, Lord,

The liouse of thine abode
The Cliurch our blest Redeemer saveil

With his own precious blood

I love thy Church, O God,
Her walls before the stand,

Dear as the apple of thin? eye.

And graven on thy hand.

Prayer.

0 God, thou Great Companion on

life's way, we reverently how our
heads and our hearts liefore thee in

prayer, hecaiise we recognize that

thou art the Creator and the Protec-

tor of all that is good.

In thee is all truth, all loveliness

and all power. In thee "we live and
move and have our being."

Though there are many questions

in life for which we can find no an-

swers, we believe that every question

in life has its answer in thine omnis-

cience. Though all the secrets of the

mystern of life are not known to us,

ii-c thank thee for the belief tliaf tii<)u

t-nowest all things and that what is

past our understanding is understood

perfectly by thee—that what is mys-

tery to us is simplicity to thee, and
that what to us is shrotided in dark-

ness is perfectly clear to thee.

We pray thee, 0 God, for that faith

that creates confidence in the suf-

ficiency of thy divine grace to meet
every need or humun life. We pray

for that faith that shall give us firm

reliance upon thine infinite wisdom,
thy boundless love and thy supreme
power. We pray for that faith that

leads to absolute trust in thee as the

Ruler over all, the faith that inspires

us to believe that, though man for a

time may ignore thee and repudiate

thy laws at his peril and loss, that

thou art the Ruler yet, and that thy

universe is under thy control, and
that thy laws of truth and love and
justice toill ultimately prevail upon
the earth.

f^trengthen thou our faith. Matce

clear to us our path of duty. Empowr
er us to do thy will, Amen.
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Laymen and the Church . . .

J. E. Danicley, Editor, Box 515, Elon College, N. C.

Laymen of Wake Chapel Entertain

Their Wives

The laymen of the Wake Chapel

ConQ:regational Christian Church en-

tertained their wives on Tuesday eve-

ning-, March 18, at a fish fry. The

speaker for the evening was Rev. G.

H. Myers of the Evangelical and Re-

formed Church of Raleigh, N. C.

Mr. Myers spoke on the work of the

laymen in the Evangelical and Re-

formed Church. He emphasized that

for a church to do its .job well, it is

absolutely necessary to have a visita-

tion program throughout the entire

year, as it is a physical impossibility

for the pastor to do alJ the visiting

that needs to be done.

His message was very enthusiasti-

cally received by the fifty people who
were present.

A. Glendon Johnson,
Reporter.

# * * * *

To the Laymen of the Southern

Convention

This letter is quite different from

the many which I have had the priv-

ilege of writing to you during the

past few years. I am writing to

thank you for your fine cooperation

in the past and to introduce our new
secretary-treasurer.

The new officers of the Southern

CouA'ention Laymen's Fellowshi}),

elected at our recent annual rally at

Elon College, are : J. Earl Danieley,

chainnan. Box 515, Elon College, N.

C. ; P. D. Howell, vice - chairman,

Cliuckatuck, Va. ; and D. ]\Iarsli Mc-

Lelland, secretary-treasurer, Box 805,

Elon College, N. C.

As we enter the new year with

these officers, may I remind you that

the dues of 50 cents per member
.should be sent to Mr. McLelland. It

is necessary that the dues be paid to

jiieet the expenses of the May meet-

ing of our Fellowship to be held in

connection with the biennial session

of tlie Convention.

Tlianks again for your cooperation

and assistance. I am looking forward

to seeing you at our future rallies.

Sincerely yours,

a H. PklIv.

Western N. C. Conference Holds

Mid-Year Session

The Western North Carolina Con-

ference of Congregational Christian

Churches met at the Congregational

Christian Church, Asheboro, N. C,
for its third Mid-Year Session, March
15, 1956.

Dr. Harvey A. Fespennan, presi-

dent of the Southern Synod of the

Evangelical and Reformed Church,

was the key speaker for the confer-

ence, speaking on the theme, "Prob-
lems of Church Union." Dr. Fesper-

man jwinted out that there is a tend-

ency to OA'erstate our problems and to

underestimate our power to solve

them. He stated that we need to be-

come better informed in order to ef-

fect the proposed union between the

Evangelical and Reformed Church
and the Congregational Christian

Churches. The merger is scheduled

to be consummated in 1957.

The Rev. L. M. Prsemell, of Liber-

ty, president of the conference, pre-

sided. The opening devotional ser-

vice was conducted by Mrs. J. C.

Newell, of Pleasant Ridge Church,

near Rariiseur. Mrs. Newell is super-

intendent of the Ladies' Missionary

Society for this district. The closing

devotional service was led by the Rev.

Bill Simmons, pastor of Hank's
Chapel Church, near Piltsboro.

Others participating on the pro-

gram included: W. H. Hughes, Jr.,

chairman of the Conference Missions

Committee, who insisted upon the im-

portance of a renewed interest in

missions; Dr. John G. Truitt, who
spoke on Elon College and the Chris-

tian Orphanage, of which he is sup-

erintendent; and the Rev. H. W.
Bray, chairman of the Conference

Committee on Evangelism, who led a

panel composed of the Rev. L. M.
Presnell, Dr. F. C. Lester, the Rev.

Fred Register, and the Rev. Mack
Weh'h.

Delegates from 28 churches report-

ed on the problems of their churches,

following the conference theme —
"Facing Our Problems." The cen-

tral problems were attendance, mem-
bership, and active participation.

Mr. I. L. McDowell, a layman of

tli(! Pleasant Union Church, near

Farmer, was nominated by thp con-

ference to serve on the Executive

Board of the Southern Convention of

Congregational Christian Churches.

Max Vestal,

Secretary.

Elon Basketball Team at National

Tournament

The Elon College basketball squad,

Hearing the close of the most success-

ful season in the college 's history, left

by plane on Sunday morning for

Kansas City, Mo., where it was to

enter the annual NAIA tournament

in a bid for the national champion-

ship in the small-college ranks.

The Fighting Christian cagers, in

winning a place among the nation's

32 leading teams for this Kansas City

tournament, can already show three

championships won this year. They

started their championship string by

winning the Parris Island Christmas

Tournament, went on to Avin the an-

nual North State Conference tourn-

ament, and then won the Carolinas

NAIA title in a four-team tourney.

The season record for the Maroon

and Gold squad shows a mark of 25

wins and six losses up to the opening

of play in the national tournament at

Kansas City. In posting this record,

the Christians have scored 2,814

points for an average og 90.8 points

a game, and have held all opponents

to a total of 2,394 points or an av-

erage of 77.2 points per game.

The most amazing part of the Elon

basketball record for this season has

been accuracy percentage recorded

on shots from the floor. The statis-

tics disclose that the Christians have

made good on 45.3 per cent of all

their floor shots, and they scored on

more than 72 per cent of their free

throws.

An added honor for Elon came fol-

lowing the Carolinas NAIA play-offs,

when Coach Doc Mathis was named

as the "Coach of the Year" in the

Carolinas NAIA district. He was

chosen by vote of thirteen otlier col-

lege coaches in North and South Car-

olina, Avho thus paid tribute to the

Elon mentor for his excellent work

this winter.

Luther N. Byrd.

Note—Thiis lU'ticle wns written for the

issue of March 15, but was crowded out by-

Missions Material.—J.T.K.

"Whosoever therefore shall con-

fess me before men, him will I confess

also before my Father which is in

h&a\m,"—Matthew 10:32,
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Youth at Work in the Church
Rev. John S. Graves, Editor, Box 336, Elon College, N. C.

Leadership Training School at

Pleasant Hill

A Leadership Trainino; School is

being held at Pleasant Hill Chnrch,

near Liberty, N. C, this week for

Plea-^ant Hill, Smithwood and Liber-

ty Churches. The courses include

:

Pre-school; Children of the Church;

Youth of the Church ; and Officers of

the Church School. Teachers include

:

Miss Ruth Dunn, Miss IMeryle IMaul-

din and Rev. John S'. Graves of Elon

College and Mr. Martin T. Garren of

Greensboro.

*****
Stewardship—a Big Christian Idea

One of the big Christian ideas is

" stewardship. " This means the act

of managing- affairs for someone else.

In our Christian thinking this is bas-

ed upon our knowledge that this is

actually God's world. He created it.

The Avorld of things is God's.

God also created man. So we are

his. All that we are and all that we

possess we owe to God. In this way,

then, we are stewards. Another way

of saying it is that we own nothing

except as God has created the world

for us to live in and enjoy, and that

we are really trustees of what we

have. We are stewards—acting for

God—the rightful maker and owner.

This is such a big idea that it of-

ten causes people to stumble. We get

the mistaken idea that we own every-

thing and can use everything for our

advantage. Some people say that be-

cause this matter of stewardship af-

fects us so closely, it is the place most

of us fall short of true Christian liv-

ing. Stewardsliip involves our life

and the direction it is lived—the very

purpose we have for life.

Stewardship involves our money

—

and when we speak of money, that af-

fects each one of us at his "selfish

quick.
'

'

Stewardship involves our time,

which wo usually want ^•er\ much Un-

ourselves.

Stewardship involves our skills, our

talents, our capabilities.

In other words, stewardship in-

volves our vocation and our occupa-

tion, what we do with the by-products

of our job, what we do with our

leisure time, how we work together in

groups (for ourselves or for the com-

mon good), and the way avc use our

money.

The big idea of stewardship is im-

portant in each of the program areas

of Christian Faith, Christian Action,

and Christian Fellowship. — From
Pilgrim Fellowship Preview, April,

1955. *****
Letter from Action Chairman

Dear Fellow P-Fer's:

The P. F. Year is half over : and
your group should have had many
projects planned and completed by
now. The purpose of this letter is to

remind you of some major projects

and to suggest some more for your
Action Commission.

"Work Day for Christ" should

have been a big day in your group.

If you did not have it in the fall as

suggested, be sure to have one before

September. (For details regarding

this see the Youth Packet.)

Collectiiijg clothes for tlie ii(>edy at

home and over-seas is a Avorthy proj-

ect and one in which every member
can take part. Sending CARE pack-

ages is also a good project, although

it does not involve participation by

individual members.

Our Home Mission Emphasis this

year is Indian Americans. There are

many objects needed such as sewing

machines, sewing materials, clothing

and many more. The Youth Packet

tells you where, how, etc.

Cleaning up your church or church

yard is a very worthwhile project;

not only is it needed, but it provides

fun and fellowship for your groups.

You could perhaps conclude the daj^ 's

work by having a picnic on the church

lawn.

During the month of ]\lareli there

is a week of visitation before Evange-

listic Emphasis Week. This could be

an excellent opportunity for your

group to visit shut-ins and older mem-
bers in your community. In Eastern

Virginia the young peojile are adopt-

ing this week as "Christian Veterans

Week." During this week every mem-
ber of the P. F. takes it upon himself

to visit, telephone, send cards or let-

ters to at least five members or friends

in the commiuiity, who are sixty

years of age or over. Why don't

yow try it, and let's make it a con-

vention-wide project,
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Another project for shut-ins is to

tape record the church service on

Sunday morning and then during the

week play it back to the sick mem-
bers in the community.

These are only a few suggestions

for your Action Commission Chair-

man to carry out. I hope they will

jielp you to help those in your com-

munity and also those far away.

Don 't stop at this, please ! If you
have any additional ideas, I should

lie delighted to hear about them.

Martha Britti^e,

Chairman.
Action Commission. Southern Con-

vention P. F.

NEWS FROM THE CHURCHES.
(Continued from page 3.)

on the college campus—on the third

floor. Parents have quite a time

placing their children each Sunday
in the Sunday school. The Elon Col-

lege Community Church now is using

all available spac^e, widely scattered

as it is, for its Sunday school. The
only room for more children and
adults Avill be absorption of new mem-
bers into the various departments

and even this is limited. Heads of de-

partments and teachers seldom see

each other, and consequently we have

practically two Sunday schools.

The Elon College Church desperate-

ly needs to plan Sunday school classes

for Young Adults and for youu'j peo-

ple just out of high school, -wiirtlier

in college or not. There is no space

available now.

The cliurch faces a bi'^ problem in

l)i'!)viding sanctuary facilities for wor-

sliip. At present, two hundred towns-

people attend worship on Sunday
morning plus college studeiits and

orphaimge children, making a total

of 350 or more. The college audi-

torium is adequate for the number
attending but it is still an auditorium.

Today, while this is being written, an

all-day piano recital is going on in

the auditorium. The stage is all set

for !he reciliil. Bv Sunday luoniiug,

we hope everything will lie reset for

public worsliip. Tlu- Elou College

Connnunitv Church needs its own
sauctuai-y, a place set ap.ii-t I'm:- wor-

sliij) aud a place tiie cliurch cau call

its own.

The people of the Elou Colle-e

coiuiuuuity will nuik'" tlieir n

pledges lirst to their buildinu' pro-

gran>. Will the members of the

churches in the Southern Convention

i-cmember us in prayer.

W. J. Andks,

Minister.
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Sunday School Lesson
By Rev. H. S. Hardcastle, D. D.

"The Meaning of the Resurrection"

Lesson I

—

April 1, 1956.

Memory Selection: "But thanks he

to God, which giveth ns the victory

through our Lord Jesus 'Christ."

I Corinthians 15 : 57.

Background Scripture : Luke 24:1-

53.

Devotional Reading : I Corinthians

15 : 12-38.

The theme of today's lesson is " The

Meaning- of the Resurrection." We
are not to be concerned primarily

Avith the "How" of the Resurrection.

That is an interesting subject—in-

deed a fascinating subject. IIoav did

M man who was dead come alive again

from the dead? What kind of body

did he have? What liappened any-

way? And how did it happen ? That

is an interesting subject; and a mys-

terious one to which there is no cer-

tain answer, not even in the New
Testament itself. The Gospel writ-

ers do not attempt to explain it
;
they

simply record it. And they do not

agre:^ on the d-^tails themselves.

Xor are we to be concerned primar-

ily with the "Fact" of the Resnrree-

ti()l^ We nre to take that for grant-

ed. There will hardly be anybody

in the Sunday school classes in our

Congregational Christian Churches

who will have any doubt about the

"Fact" of the Resurrection, even if

he does not know the "IIoav" of it.

The average person accepts the Resur-

rection as a fact even if he cannot

explain it or understand it. There is

too much evidence for it to doubt it.

It is a solid and stubborn fact of his-

tory.

We are concerned, then, with the

"Meaning" of the Resurrection. For

granting that Jesus did come alive

from the grave, what meaning does

that fact have for us? Is there any

]iractical meaning for you and for

me ? There is meaning, and that

meanins can be summed up under

two simple headings: "Do not be

afraid to die"; and "Do not be a-

fraid to live."

Do Not Be Afraid to Die.

The Resui'rection of Jesus Christ

tells ns that we ought not to be afraid

to die. Jesus confidently assured his

disciples that he was going to rise

again from the dead. And he did

rise from the dead. This same Jesus

who told his disciples that he Avould

rise again from the dead, assured

them that because he lived, they, too.

would live. He assured them that

he was the Resurrection and the Life,

and that whosoever believed in him,

though he were to die, he would live

again, and that whosoever lived and
believed in him should never die.

That is the word of God's Son. We
can trust it, we can stake our lives on

it, we can depend upon it. Nothing,

not even death, can blot out the life

of a child of God. Tjife is not a dead-

end street. And whatever life be-

yond the grave may be or may in-

volve, we can trust God to take care

of ns when we walk through the val-

ley of the shadow of death.

We need not fear death. Indeed,

Paul says that one of the results of

Christ's Resurrection is that he de-

livered those who were in bondage to

the fear of death from that fear, and
set them free. Easter tells lis not to

be afraid to die. Death is an inci-

dent, a doorway into a new and end-

less and infinite life. Those who are

living without God may well be afraid

to die, but not the Christian.

Do Not Be Afraid to Live.

It is a mistake, however, to think

that the primary message of Easter

is simply a bit of comfort, or a lot

of comfort, if you please, for those

who must die. Most of us are not

expecting to die today, or tomorrow,

or for many tomorroAvs. And most
of us Avill go on living for a long time.

Does Easter have any message for

us? Does it have anything to say to

us Avlio must continue to live ? If you
will turn to that immortal fifteenth

chapter of I Corinthians, you will

get your answer. In that chapter,

Paul presents an irrefutable argu-

ment in behalf of the Resurrection of

Christ and of all believers. It has

been called "Paul's Taunt of Death."
At the end, he assures us that this

mortal must and will put on immor-
tality. And he taunts Death with

these Avords, "0 Death, where is thy

sting? 0 Grave, where is thy victo-

ry?" Then he assures the believers,

"Thanks be unto God who giyeth i|s

the victory through our Lord Jesus

Christ ! " It is a song of triumph.

At the end of this "Taunt of

Death" and "Song of Triumph,"
does Paul say "Therefore, do not be

afraid to die " ? Nothing of the kind

!

he shouts triumphantly, "Therefore,

do not be afraid to live!"

We are to be steadfast, unraovea-

ble, ahvays abounding in the work
of our Lord, forasmuch as Ave knoAV

that our Avork is not in A-ain in the

Lord. We are not to be afraid to

Avork for God. He is saying that the

message of Christ's Resurrection is

that the universe is on the side of

righteousness and truth and goodness

and love. He is saying that life has

abiding values and that if we give

ourselves to those values and live for

them, our lives Avill not be Avasted.

Easter means that Ave can face death

and Ave can face life Avithout fear,

that we can face them Avith courage

and cheer and confidence. This is

the meaning of the Resurrection.

Those AA'ho live as if Easter Avere true

Avill find that Easter is true.

This emphasis on the power of the

Living Christ to give us courage to

live as Avell as to die, is strikingly

shoAvn in today's lesson. It AA'as to

those tAvo men, trudging along a dus-

ty higliAvay of life, heavy in heart

over their broken hopes and their

disappointments— they hed trusted

that it had been he Avhich should haA^e

redeemed Israel, and he had been

crucified—it was to them that the

Risen Christ appeared, trudging that

dusty highway Avith them, opening

their eyes to the truth in the Scrip-

tures, and causing their hearts to

burn Avithin them as they Avalked

along. And in the simple incident of

the breaking of bread, he Avas made
knoAvn to them.

Life has its disappointments, its

hardshi]-)s, its discouragements, even

its disasters. It is serious business.

It demands courage and fortitude

and faith. But Christ is the "Com-
panion of the Way," he walks Avith

us on the journey of life, and he can

transform its common and uncommon
experiences by his presence and his

poAver. Let no man Avho believes in

Christ be afraid either to die or,

Avhat is just as important and de-

manding, to live. This is the mean-

ing of Easter!

Based on "International Sunday School

Lessons;" Copyrighted 1954 by Division of

Christian Education, National Council of the

Churches in the U. S. A.

It is the surmounting of difficulties

that makes heroes.—KOssuth.
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Protestant Church Styles Protested

at Conference

Church planners have been taken

to task for turning out uninspiring:,

imitative buildings which fail to serve

the needs of America's burgeoning

church communities.

Four hiuidred architects, design

experts and church officials meeting

in Atlanta Georgia recentlj- for the

National Joint Conference on Cliurch

Architecture expressed almost unan-

imous concern that planners are fail-

ing- to produce religious architecture

which is "worshipful and convinc-

ing."

Instead, Avith a few notable excep-

tions, they have relied on
'

' trivia and

trimmings, indulged in romantic sen-

timentalism and have given the peo-

ple cake icing for bread," in the

words of keynote speaker Walter A.

Taylor of Washington, D. C, director

of education and research for the A-

merican Institute of Architects.

"Some of them have even been

guilty of shock treatment and stunt-

ism," Taylor noted. He blamed the

current building ills upon revivalism

and antiquarianism, the confusion of

our culture and the focus upon ar-

chitecture for itself, ratlier than upon
architecture as a religious expression.

Taylor's prescription for today's

church architect is to seek to under-

stand the true nature of the church,

its reason for being, and its relation

to society before he attempts to ex-

press these in a building.

The Rev. Dr. C. Harry Atkinson

of New York, director of the Bureau
of Church Building of the National

Council of Churches, which together

with the Church Architectural Guild

of America, co-sponsored the confer-

ence, called upon church planners
'

' to

serve today 's complex human needs,
'

'

particularly in providing suitable

plans for church classrooms to keep

abreast of new trends in Christian

education.

For the second consecutive year,

the contemporary style of church
building won all the awards given

annually by the Guild. No example
of Gothic or Colonial design was
named. The coveted Conover award
given to the individual who has made
"the most outstanding contribution

to better church architecture" dur-

ing the year, Avent to Dr. Atkinson.

The award made to a layman was es-

tablished two years ago in memory
of Dr. Harry Conover, a clergyman
who spent many j'ears in counseling

church builders, first as an executive

of the Federal CJouncil of Churches

and later with the National Council.

—Religious NfiWijccfkh/

.

PASTOR OR COUNSELOR-^
WHICH ?

(Continued from page 5.)

doesn't know you, and doesn't care

to hear you preach. If he kncAv you

personally, I think he would like you,

and want to hear you preach. I fear

he is about to be lost to the church.

Please drop in to see him.'

"Six weeks later he dropped in

—

for five minutes. My son saw him
coming

—

and escaped. My pastor

didn't even ask for him, and that

completed the breach. And I think

a little time and attention from my
pastor Avould have saved my son from

g(iing over."

As a pastor I repeatedly said in a

The Meanings of "Purge"

Numher Fif/ht of a Serirs

By Dr. LuTifER A. Weigle.

The Avord "purge" is used by the

King James Version thirty-one times,

representing seven different HebrcAV

Avords and five ditferent Greek Avords.

It is retained by modern translations

in the three cases Avhere it means

what the term still means in a poli-

tical sense ; Josiah purged the land of

idolatry (2 Chronicles 34:3-8) and

the word of the Lord to Ezekiel was

that he Avould purge out the rebels

(20:38). It is retained also in the

great penitential psalm of David (-^1

:

7) : "Purge me Avith hyssop, and I

shall be clean; wash me, and I shall

be whiter than snow."

In nearly all other cases the Avord

"purge," as used in the King James

Version, has a moral sense of refers

to a ceremonial ritual of moral signi-

ficance. Nine times it represents the

Hebrew word for "forgive," "atone

for," or "expiate" (1 Samuel 3:14;

Psalm 65:3; 79:9; Proverbs 16:6;

Isaiah 6:7; 22:14; 27:9; Ezekiel 43:

20, 26). Twelve times it means

"cleanse" or "purify." TAvice the

underlying HebreAV terms are figures

of speech draAvn from the refining of

metals (Isaiah 1:25; Malachi 3:3).

"Throughl)' purge his floor" (Mat-

thew 3:12; Luke 3:17 KJ) contains

the old spelling "throughly" for

"thoroughly," and is misleading be-

cause it may be taken to mean the

floor is in need of physical cleansing

like situation, "Won't you let me
come and sit with the family at a

meal^—no matter what— and let me
be one of the family at table, .just to

know 3^ou at close range?"

1 learned tliat technique from Jesus.

He iiivited himself to dinner at the

table of Zacchaeus, the publican, just

to Avin him. And he got him.

1 trust tlie ncAV minister in the ncAV

day to be a good counselor, better

than I could ever be. But he Avill be

a much better one, if he first devotes

himself fully to be a truly good sliep-

herd like his Master.

There can be no peace Avhen there

is no God in the hearts of men. When
you drive the devil out of the human
lieart the stream of life Avill be hap-

py, sAveet and peaceful.

—Charles Clifford Peale.

or ceremonial purification. The more
ancient manuscripts of Luke 3:17
read, as reiidered in the Revised
Standard Version: "His AA'innoAving

fork is in his hand, to clear his thresh-

ing floor, and to gather the Avh.^at in-

to his granary, but the ehatf he Avill

burn Avith unquenchable fire." The
cleaning up of the threshing-floor is

not preliminary to the threshing, but
part of the process.

In John 15:2 "purge" means
"prune"; in the sixteenth century
men spoke either of purging or of

pruning a tree or Aine, and except
for this one verse the King James
Version uses "prune" and 'prun-
ing hoolvs.

'

'

The translation of Mark 7 :19 in the

King James Version is mystifying.

Fortunately, the most ancient Greek
manuscripts of Mark's gospel, as Avell

as the Avritings of Origen and Chry-
sostom, are more intelligible. Fo!-

loAving them, the RSV reads: "Do
you not see that Avhatever goes into

a man from outside cannot defile him,

since it enters, not his heart but his

stomach, and so passes on?" (Thus
he declared all foods clean.) Similar

renderings are in the modern trans-

lations made by the Twentieth Cen-
tury group, Weymouth, IMolfatt, Bal-

lantine, Goodspeed, Confraternity of

Christian Doctrine, Knox, Basic Bible,

Zurich, New Dutcli, Williams Rieu.

Neither in this verse nor anywhere
else in the Bible does the Avord

"purge" refer to the purging of the

intestines.

' THE LIVING WORD '



Page Fourteen THE CHRISTIAN SUN March 22, 1956

The Christian Orphanage
John G. Tbuitt, Superintendent

Dear Friends:

During the past several weeks I

have been reading page after page of

the fifty years of history made by

the Christian Orphanage as found in

the minutes of the Southern Conven-

tion and the recorded minutes of th(!

meetings of the board of trustees of

the orphaiiage. It has been an in-

teresting assignment. I could have

probably done a better job if I had

read them six and a half years ago.

The Southern Convention asked me to

prepare a brief history of the orphan-

age to be used in connection with the

Centennial Session of the Southern

Convention to be held on May 1-3.

Also I need the history for the or-

phanage's fiftieth anniversary cele-

bration on the first Sunday in Sep-

tember.

I had a delightful visit with Mrs.

J. L. Poster who resides in our town,

and I shall share with you a para-

graph or two in that connection.

"It must be remembered that a

debt of gratitude is owed Mrs. James

L. Foster who made the Christian Or-

phanage a Christian home from the

beginning. Mrs. Foster, a city-bred,

college-trained yoiing woman arrived

with her husband, the first superin-

tendent of the Orphanage, on a miser-

ably raining day, December 1, 1906.

They were met at the railroad station

by Dr. G. S. Watson, the town phy-

sician and a member of the board of

trustees. It being a cold and rainy

day they were entertained at the

Watson home for a day or two. It

was a dark day for the young woman
and her two babies, Mary Lee, a little

more than two and Jimmie, a little

less than six months old.

"The big formidable building had

so much at the doors one could hard-

ly enter—pieces of building materials,

sawdust, plaste]", nails and dirt. Om^
big wardlike room on the first floor

had some of this debris removed from
its bare floor and a tin stove had been

set up. This was home for the brave

young mother and her family. At the

moment her strong hands and her big

heart were more in demand than her

accomplishments in piano and voice.

In less than twelve months twenty-

three homeless little children were
added to her brood.

'

' Those first weeks and months Mrs.

Poster was often alone, her liusband

being busy attending conferences

miles away, or meeting influential

churchmen privately and in small

groups throughout North Carolina

and Virginia. Sometimes he was gone

several days and nights. And as she

said to the writer as he talked with

hen in her lovely home at Elon Col-

lege, do not forget the nights. She

laughed her infectious laugh and ad-

ded and do not forget the T. B. Daw-
sons. They Avere life-savers. They

lived near by and greatly strengthen-

ed the liands that rocked the orphan-

ag-e cradle. No history of the orphan-

age would be complete, however brief,

which did not with great admiration

and trratitude mention Mrs. James L.

Poster.
'

'

Thank you for the good report this

week.

John G. Truitt,

Superintendent.

REPORT FOR MARCH 14, 1956.

Sunday School Monthly Offerings.

Amount brought forward $ 4,034.86

Eastern N. O. Conference

:

Bethlehem $32.00

Hope Mills 3.00

Mt. Gilead 25.00
— 60.00

Eastern Va. Conference:

Bethlehem (N.), S. S. ...$54.14

Warwick 42.00

• 96.14

N. C. and Va. Conference:

Sonth Boston $ 5.50

O..50

Western N. C. Conference:

Albemarle $25-00

Mt. Pleasant 10.00

Zion 30.00—- 65.00

Virginia Valley Conference:

Bethel S. S $ 2.00

Linville S. S 21.99

23.99

Total $ 250.63

Grand total $ 4,285.49

Special Offerings.

Amount brought forward $ 5,431.42

Mrs. John Miller, Elkton,

Va., Easter Gift $10.00

First Cong. Church, Well-

ington, Ohio 6.05

I Fletcher Craven, Eam-
seuur, N. 0 5.00

A Friend 14.50

Jr. Baraca Class, Holy
Neck Cliristian Church 10.00

Happy Sharer's Club of

Greensboro, N. C, Eas-

ter gift 10.00

Women's Christian Fel-

lowship, First Cong. Oh.,

Hendersonville, N. 0. . 5.00

Philathea Class, Eeidsville

Church 30.00

N. G. Walker, Brown Sum-
mit, N. 0 10.00

Woman's Association of

First Cong. Church, St.

Petersburg, Florida . . 150.00

Women's Fellowship, First

Cong. Church, Asheville,

N. C 50.00

Mr. & Mrs. Milton M. Vi-

pond, ISlorfolk, Va. ... 10.00

Mrs. S. H. Scott, Winston-

Salem, N. C 5.00

Kraft Charity Fund, for

coupons 12.54

In Memory of W. L.

Burke, Jr 5.00

In Memory of Mary Dog-
gett Butler 5.00

Special Gifts 72.00

410.09

Grand total $ 5,841.51

Total for the week $ 660.72

Total for the year $10,127.00

MEMORIAL GIFTS
"Instead of Flowers"

Dr. John G. Truiti

Cliristian Orphanage
Elon College, N. C.

Dear Dr. Truitt:

Please acknowledge the enclosed % as a memorial gi

sent to the Christian Orphanage in lieu of flowers in memory of:

(Name of Deceaaed) (City) (Dattof Dfath)

(Survivor to be Written)

Name

Address

(Addreaa)
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In Memoriam

CONYERS.

We, the committee appointed by our

church, Popes Chapel, wish to express the

loss which our entire church and commimity
feel at the passing of our beloved member,
Mrs. H. B. Conyers, on November 7, 1955.

Her going has left a memory of sadness

in her home, community and church that on-

ly time and God's grace can mitigate.

Therefore be it resolved:

1. That we bow in humble submission to

God's will believing that he doeth all things

well, and that he has and will give grace

to bear this loss which at the time seemed
irreparable.

2. That though we mourn her departure,

we hold in memory her lovely character and
believe that the influence of her useful

Christian life will be a continuous benedic-

tion to her family and to her church.

3. That a copy of this tribute be sent to

the family, a copy to The Christian Sun for

publication, and a copy be entered on the

church records.

Miss ETHEL M. HOLMES,
Mrs. WALTER PEREY,
Mrs. 0. M. EVANS.

ASKE'W.

We, the members of the Ladies Aid So-

ciety of Eure Christian Church, Eure, N. C,
wish to pay tribute to one of our raost faith-

ful and beloved members, Mrs. Mary A.

Askew who passed away March 4, 1956.

To know her was to love her. Her life is

a challenge to us to live better and to serve

God faithfully in our daily walk of life.

In expressing our sympathy we do hereby
offer the following resolutions:

First, that we feel deeply the loss of one

so rich in faith.

Second, that we keep in our hearts and
express in our living the principles of Christ

that were so apparent in her own life.

Third, that we express our heartfelt sym-
pathy to her family, and pray God's richest

blessings upon them.

Fourth, that a copy of these resolutions be
sent to the family, a copy be placed in the

minutes of the church, a copy sent to The
Christian Sun, and a copy sent to "The
Gates County Index."

Mrs. H. L. UMPHLETT,
Mrs. R. G. COWPER,
Mrs. H. N. FELTON.

United States Churchmen in Russia

For the first time, a broadly repre-

sentative deputation of Christian

leaders in the United States has vis-

ited the Soviet Union for conversa-

tions with Russian church leaders.

The nine-member delegation of the

National Council of Churches, head-

ed by the Rev. Dr. Eugene Car.son

Blake, president of the Council, was
welcomed Sunday afternoon, March
11, at the snow-covered Moscow Air-

port by Metropolitan Nikolai and
other ranking Orthodox leaders.

The Americans then motored to the

capital, where they were quartered

at the Sovietskaya Hotel, usually re-

served for the most important official

delegations.

The seven clergymen and two lay-

men, members of Protestant and An-
glican churches which are constitu-

ent members of the National Council,

left New York on Friday, March 9,

in the first phase of an unprecedented

two-way visit.

Enroute to Moscow, the deputa-

tion was afforded an unexpected op-

portunity to get acquainted with

church leaders in Czechoslovakia.

Landing in Prague for a brief stop-

over on Saturday night, the church-

men were greeted at the airport by a

delegation of eight headed by Bishop

John, head of the Czech Eastern Or-

thodox Church. Ministers of the E-

vangelical Church of Czech Brethren

and Methodists joined in the wel-

come.

The deputation, while in Russia,

devoted the major part of its time in

private conversations with the Rus-

sian churchmen discussing relations

between the churches of the two

countries, what the churches of the

two countries have done to advance

world peace and justice and other

topics.

Visits to places of religious inter-

est in Moscow and other cities proved

most interesting. Plans for the visit

of Russian churchmen to the United

States for a two weeks' visit as the

guests of the National Council about

June 1, were also discussed before

the Americans left Moscow on March
21, for their return trip.

—BeUgious Newsweekly.

TOWARD CLARIFYING SOME
MISUNDERSTANDINGS.

(Continued from page 6.)

tion first begins to list tentatively the

names of men whom it may or may
not then proceed to consider further.

(Constitution and By-Laws, 1953

edition. Section 75-76, Pages 28-30).

Even this "letter of the law" is free-

ly applied, and there is a great deal

of informal and unofficial advisory

contact between a congregational

committee and the President of Sy-

nod as the committee begins to ex-

plore possible candidates for a call

to a pastorate.

Much more important in explain-

ing my unequivocal answer to this

question is the text of the Basis of

Union. I new refer to Article VI,

Section C. While the "letter of the

law '

' at this point is somewhat condi-

tional and the process legally pro-

vided for is freer than what is legally

provided for in our Constitution and
By-Laws, I can only repeat that the

Evangelical and Reformed Church is

officially (and without equivocation)

committed to this paragraph as well

as to every other paragraph in the

Basis of Union. And I include in

that assertion the full recognition of

the last sentence of Article VI-C
Avhich is one of the many instances

Avhere the presently existing freedoms
of Congregations and Ministers are

declared to be fully recognized.

(To be continued next week.)

DECLARATION OF PURPOSE.
(Continued from page 7.)

Zion 175.00

Beginning Jan., 1956; 5 years.

Pfafftown 463.75

Beginning Jan., 56; 5 years.

Martha's Chapel 297.00

Church of the Covenant 175.00

Beginning Oct., 56; 5 years.

Church of Wide Fellowship 2,289.00

Beginning Jan., 57; 5 years.

Monticello 822.50
Beginning Aug., 56; 5 years.

First Congregational Christian . . 2,308.00
(Henderson)

Beginning Jan., 56; 5 years.

First Christian Church 10,000.00
(Burlington)

Beginning Nov., 56; 5 years.

Bethel 1,034.25
Beginning Jan., 1956; 5 years.

Belews Creek 834.75
Beginning 1956; 5 years.

Clayton Christian 600.00
Beginning Jan., 57.

VIRGINIA HALL.
I^ethel

$

912.00
Beginning 1956; 10 years.

Ingram 1,748.25
Beginning Jan., 57; 8 years,

f^nion 2,019.00
Beginning Jan., 56; 5 years.

Windsor 2,841.00
Beginning Oct., 56; 5 years.

Suffolk 10,000.00
Beginning Oct., 1956; 5 years.

Additional Churches:

CAROLINA HALL.
Name of Church Amount

Salem Chapel $ 740.00
Beginning Jan., 57; 5 years.

Payments.
N. C. and Va. Conference:

Zion $ r,.R4:

Bethel 202.00
Mt. Zion 331.00

Virginia Valley Conference:

Bethlehem $ 75.00
Bethel 18.02

Total $ 631.86
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''Go Ye into All the World'^
BUDGET of THE SOUTHERN CONVENTION

MISSION BOARD FOR 1956

ANTICIPATED INCOME
From Churches on Apportionment, Women's Fellowship, Indi-

viduals, and other sources $*80,540.29

For Convention Home Missions $ 39,073.68

For National Home Missions and Ministerial Relief 14,483.80

For Foreign Missions around the vv^orld 26,982.81

This Budget WxW do the vi^ork of Christ at home and around the vi'orld

through the following:

CONVENTION HOME MISSIONS

Salary Aid at Bailey's Grove, Bayside, Lakcview, Carroll County,

Fayetteville, Portsmouth (new), South Boston, Virginia

Valley, Warren County, Warwick, Western North Car-

olina Pastor at Large, and Student Work at Elon College,

Chapel Hill, Durham and Raleigh $ 20,166.72

Building Aid at Bayside, Bethel (V. Va.), Carroll County, Nor-

folk-Central, Norfolk-First (new), Sophia, Zion (N. C),

Woods-Wisslers (united) $ 13,400.00

Mission Board Promotion and Administration, The Christian

Sun, Insurance, Interest on Loan, Repayment of Loan $ 5,200.00

Needed, $10,000.00 additional funds for New Churches.

NATIONAL HOME MISSIONS

National Home Missions for Work throughout America through

our Board of Home Missions, in Church Extension and

Evangelism, Christian Education the American Missionary

Association, the Council for Social Action, etc. $ 14,483.80

FOREIGN MISSIONS

For Work throughout the World in our Congregational Chris-

tian Missions in fourteen countries of the world, serving

a population of approximately 40 million people, through

the American Board $*26,982.81

India $ 7,898 00

Africa 2,580.00

Twelve Other Countries 13,366.23

Relief and Reconstruction 1,000.00

Miscellaneous 2,138.58

Needed, at least $7,500.00 additional for pressing oppor-

tunities overseas in our Christian Mission.

"Go Ye into All the World
IS THE ABOVE BUDGET OUR RIGHTFUL SHARE IN THIS WORK?
ARE WE OF THE SOUTHERN CONVENTION OBEYING CHRIST?

WM. T. SCOTT, Superintendent

*Plus Women's Thank Offering for new church buildings

in South Africa.



The CHRISTIAN SUN
ORGAN OF THE SOUTHERN CONVENTION OF CONGREGATIONAL CHRISTIAN CHURCHES

In Essentials Unity — In Non-Essentials, Liberty, — In All Things, Charity

Volume CVIII RICHMOND, VA., THURSDAY, MARCH 29, 1956 Number 13

"At Easter"

Help us to find a Cross somewhere

Since it is Easter Day,

Where we may nail the foolish fear

That we should throw away.

Teach us, dear God, that bright green rain

Will always come with Spring

—

There will be sunlight on old fields,

Keep us remembering.

May we forget the petty trials

—

Dreams gone, brief hurt, deep loss;

And turn where lilies climb the air

To hide a bleeding Cross.

For hope is born when lilacs bloom,

Rain-sweet in early Spring,

And faith that found an empty tomb

Can conquer anything!

—Anonymous.
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N'E'W'S B'R'I'E'F'S
We are indebted to Mrs. J. H.

Booth, Jr., for the Easter poem on

the front page this week. You will

note that the author is not known to

us. We wonder if any of our Chris-

tian Sun readers know who the au-

thor is. We would like to know.

The annual Easter Sunrise Service

at first Church in Richmond, Va.,

will be conducted by the Pilgrim Fe-

lowship of the church on Easter Sun-

day morning at 7:15. Mr. John E.

Eliason, assistant to Dr. Helfenstein,

will be the speaker. Breakfast will

be served following the service to all

who attend.

We note tliat Dr. Arthur G. New-

ell, pastor of the Evangelical and Re-

formed Church in Richmond, is to be

the afternoon speaker at the coming

biennial session of our youth group

to be held in Suffolk. Dr. Newell

has been a visiting speaker several

times at our First Church in Rich-

mond, and those who hear him at

the youth meeting will be amply re-

paid. On several occasions the youth

groups of our First Church and of

his church have held profitable joint

meetings.

Mission Filmstrips Available at

Convention Office

There are two good filmstrips in

the Convention Office on Africa :
one

for adults, and one for children.
'

'
Af-

rican Journey" gives a good picture

of the customs, problems and needs

of the people of Africa. This picture

would be good for men's, women's,

or youth groups. "Sumo, a Boy of

Africa," is the story of a little Afri-

can boy who attends a mission school

and returns home to tell his folks of

his experiences there.

These filmstrips are available by

writing Miss Ruth Dunn, Box 336,

Elon College, N. C.

Two Washington (D. C.) Churches

to Merge

Two leading Washington churches

—First Congregational and Grace

Reformed—have announced prelim-

inary merger plans.

The parent denominations, the Con -

gregational Christian Churches and

the Evangelical and Reformed
Church, are scheduled to unite in

June 1957.

At recent meetings, the congrega-

tions of the two local churches voted

to authorize the "preparation of a

basis of union." Seven subcommittees

were named, with two members from

each church on a committee, to dis-

cuss matters of belief and other

phases of church life.

The subcommittees were asked to

report back to the congregations

about May.
According to tentative plans, the

combined congregation would take

the name of
'

' First United Church of

Christ of Washington." The name
tliat has been proposed for the merg-

ed denominations is "United Church
of Christ in America."

The Rev. Dr. Carl Heath Kopf,

minister of the Congregational
Church, and the Rev. Robert W.
Olewiler, pastor of Grace Church,

would become co-pastors. A new
church would be erected.

The First Congregational Church,

10th and G Sts. nw., was founded in

1865. President Coolidge was a mem-
ber. Grace Church, 1405 15th St.

nw., where President Theodore Roose-

velt worshipped came into being in

1877.

Woman to Become Pastor of

Kansas Church

At a special meeting of the Pas-

toral Committee, Deacons, Deacon-

esses and Trustees of the Towanda
Church on February 13, a unanimous

call was extended to Mrs. John H.

Jones to serve the church as its regu-

lar minister.

Mrs. Jones has worked faithfully

as a co-worker with her husband in

their forty year ministry to Kansas

(Continued on page 10.)
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A Religious Weekly for the Home, devoted

to the interest of the Kingdom as represent
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ISlews from the Churches . . .

Leadership Training School Held

at Pleasant Hill

A Leadership Training School was

held at the Pleasant Hill Congrega-

tional Christian Church, Liberty, N.

C, March 12-16. Churches partici-

pating in this school were Pleasant

Hill, Liberty, and S'mithwood.

Four courses were offered, as fol-

lows: "The Pre-Sehool Child,"

taught by Miss Ruth Dunn; "Guid-

ing Children in Christian Growth,"

taught by Miss Meryle Mauldin;

"Teaching Young People," taught

by the Rev. John S. Graves; and
'

' Church School Administration,
'

'

taught by Mr. Martin T. Garren.

*****
Easter Sunrise Service

The Men's Class and the Young

Married People's Class of Apple's

Chopel Church are planning to give

an Easter Sunrise Service. The pro-

gram was given last year and was

such a success that they plan to make

it an annual affair if the attendance

is as good this time as it was last

year.

The service will be a pageant of

the last days of Christ on earth. It

will begin with the Last Supper and

end with the Resurrection. The pag-

eant will be held in fi-ont of the

church. The wooded area makes an

ideal spot for the Gethsemane scene.

The pageant is so timed that the

resurrection scene in the cemetery

comes just as the sun begins to rise.

The costuming and sound effects are

most effective. It is a very inspiring

pageant.

The public is invited to attend this

service. The pageant will start

around 5:30.

* * * # *

To Hold Teacher Training School

at Pleasant Grove

The Congregational Christian

Churches in Halifax County, Vir-

ginia, are planning a Teacher Train-

ing School for April 22nd through

24th at the Pleasant Grove Christian

Church. Churches included in this

school will be Center, Pleasant Grove,

Ingram, Liberty, and Union (Ya.).

The hours are as follows: Sunday,

April 22, 3 :00 to 5 :00 p. m.
;
Monday,

April 23, 7:30 to 9:30 p. m. ; Tues-

day, April 24, 7 :30 to 9 :30 p. m. Two
50-minute classes will be scheduled

for each date, with a short break be-

tween.

Classes will be offered for teachers

of each department of the Church

School and there will be also a class

for superintendents and church

school officers. The following is a

Announcing the Fourth Annual

Ministers' Convocation

for

Congregational Christian Ministers

of the Southern Convention

* * *

Moonelon—May 14, 15, 16, 1956

Theme, "Creative Opportunities for

the Ministry Today."

* * *

To encourage all of our ministers

to attend, the fee w^ill be reduced

this year to a flat $5.00. Everyone

in attendance will be expected to pay

the same amount, and there will be

no other charges.

* * *

Superb Fellowship—Stimualting

Variety

Fine Arts—Sports—Shop Talk

Worship

G. D. ALLEY, Chairman,

HARVEY CARNES, Secy.

list of courses offered and the teach-

ers.

The Church School Nursery Class,

Miss Ruth Dunn, Elon College, N.

C.
;
Teaching Primary Children, Mrs.

E. H. Lacy, South Boston, Ya.

;

Teaching Juniors, Rev. John S.

Graves, Elon College, N. C. ; Teach-

ing Intermediates, Mrs. Henry Rob-

inson, Burlington, N. C.
;
Teaching

Young People, Mrs. David Shepherd,

Virgilina, Ya.
;
Teac)iing Adults, Mrs.

Avis Whitlow, Danville, Va. ; The

Superintendent Faces His Task, Mr.

Martin T. Garren, Greensboro, N. C.

This will be an accredited school

with all courses selected from the

Leadership Education Handbook pub-

lished by the Division of Christian

Education of the National Council

of Churches.

Over 22,000 Attend Evangelistic

Services in North Carolina

There was a grand total attendance

of 22,218 persons at the Simultaneous

Evangelistic Services in North Caro-

lina. Fifty-three churches partici-

pated in the services, ninety-eight

ministers provided leadership, and
thousands of lay people worked and
prayed. Many other churches could

not join in the seiwices, but did have

lay visitation evangelism and encour-

aged family devotions throughout the

Lenten Season.

The results which can be counted

will be reported immediately after

Easter and will be shared through
The C}iRiSTrAN Sun.

Fellowship luncheons for the par-

ticipating ministers were held in

Burlington, Greensboro, Raleigh and
Randleman. It was encouraging to

hear the serious thinking all the min-

isters are doing on the why and how
of evangelism. These luncheons pro-

vided a time when experiences and
methods could be discussed and
shared.

It was a real privilege to have sev-

en ministers from the Evangelical

and Reformed Church, two Presby-

terian ministers and one Baptist min-

ister work with us in these special

services.

Here are the churches, the minis-

ters of the churches, and the visiting

ministers who participated in these

services

:

Eastern North Carolina
confetence.

Amelia, Thomas Madren, H. S.

Hardcastle; Auburn, Rosser Lee
Clapp, Bill Simmons; Beulah, R. Eu-
gene Tally, John Henderson; Chris-

tian Chapel, Carl J. Dixon, R. T.

Grissom; Damascus, B. M. Powell, J.

H. Lightbourne, Jr.
;
Hayes Chapel,

Rosser Lee Clapp, W. W. Hall ; Hen-
derson, J. Frank Apple, Earl T. Far-

rell; Lee's Chapel, Thomas Madren,
J. Everette Neeses; Liberty Vance,

W. W. Sloan, interim, H. L. Carnes;

Moore Union, Carl J. Dixon, E .J.

Rohart; Mt. Herman, Carl J. Dixon,

James Walters; New Hope, R. Eu-
gene Tally, W. A. Grissom; Oak
Level, E. M. Powell, H. E. Crutch-

field; Plymouth, Thomas Madren,
Harold Myers (ER)

;
Pope's Chapel,

E. M. Powell, Ellis N. Clark; South-

ern Pines, W. C. Timmons, (same).

North Carolina and Yirginia

confetence.

Apple's Chapel, B. A. Leebrick,

C. H. Stanfield (Bapt.) ; Belew Creek
(Continued on page 15.)
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Easter Comes Again
Easter is the best time of all the year for the

people who live in the northern hemisphere. It

comes at the end of winter. The long cold nights

and the short dreary days are of the past. The sun

is warming the earth and calling forth the grass

and the flowers. The tempo of life is being quick-

ened everywhere. Spring beauty covers the earth.

People would rejoice in the springtime if there

were only the coming to life of the natural world;

but for those whose homes are north of the equa-

tor, spring is the season which brings the outstand-

ing spiritual festival of two leading religions of the

world. The Jews celebrate the Passover, and Chris-

tians the Resurrection of Christ. Both are memor-
ials of God's loving care for his children.

All Christians are mindful of the coming of

Easter. Lent is a constant reminder to those who
love Christ that they are approaching the climax

of his earthly ministry. One recalls the gracious

words which Jesus spoke as he went about teaching

the people and preaching to them the fullness of

God's love for all mankind. The miracles which
he worked come vividly back to mind.

The events of Holy Week are richly signifi-

cant of Christ's redeeming grace. Every one of

them tells a priceless story. It is a joy to recall the

Triumphant Entry into Jerusalem. Without that

brief hour of acclaim, something would be lacking.

His cleansing of the Temple was prophetic of the

spiritual purity that he would have characterize

his Church through the coming centuries.

The Last Supper is a momentous milestone in

monotheistic religion. It is the connecting link

between the Old Testament and the New. It

shows that God's revelation through the patriarchs

and prophets, and his revealing of himself in Christ

constitute one unbroken stream. It speaks a mes-

sage that is understood by men in every age and in

every land. It unites all mankind in one common
brotherhood and binds them to God in Christ.

The Agony in the Garden is one of the most
human events in all history, and at the same time

it is one of the most divine. It is faith triumphing
over desperation. It is the obedience of perfect love.

It shows how the power of God may become avail-

able for every human crisis.

The events of the Crucifixion are etched upon
the heart of every devout Christian. They speak

for themselves in a way no human words can ever

express. On the Cross God's love in all its glory

is revealed against the dark background of human
cruelty and shame. The Cross became the symbol
of the way whereby men may climb to God.

The real story of Easter is the story of the Res-

urrection. It is the story of the triumph of life

over death. It is the confirmation of man's high-

est hope. It brought life and immortality to light.

The Resurrection dealt a mortal blow to man's

most dreadful fear. It left man confronted by a

mystery which only eternity can unveil.

The Resurrection is the message of the Chris-

tian Gospel. The disciples gladly accepted the in-

vitation to follow Christ. As they followed him,

heard his gracious words, and witnessed his mighty

works, they loved him with all the strength of their

hearts. Jesus of Nazareth gave them a story to

tell; but the Risen Christ gave them a message of

salvation which they could preach with conviction

and converting power.

The Resurrection wrought a miracle in the

lives of the disciples themselves. They were sin-

cere men as they went about Judea and Galilee with

Jesus. They were trying hard to be and to do their

best; but they were still selfish, scheming and fear-

ful. They all forsook Jesus in the garden. Peter

denied Jesus when Jesus was on trial. After the

Resurrection, the doubting Thomas became a man
of faith, and Peter became the Rock even as Jesus

had said he would.

The spiritual power which raised Jesus from

the dead is the power which operates in Christ's

Church. That is what the Apostle Paul had in

mind when l^e said, "For his sake I have suffered

the loss of all things, and count them as refuse,

in order that I may gain Christ and be found in

him, not having a righteousness of my own, based

on law, but that which is through faith in Christ,

the righteousness from God that depends on faith;

that I may know him and the power of his resur-

rection, and may share his sufferings, becoming

like him in his death, that if possible I may attain

the resurrection from the dead."

Christ's Resurrection does three things for the

Christian who is truly found in Christ. The power

of the Resurrection makes the "old man a new
creature in Christ Jesus," enabling him to overcome

the sin that constantly besets him. It is the power

by which the individual attains "to the measure of

the stature of the fullnes of Christ."

The power of the Resurrection, when the Gos-

pel is preached, brings the hearer to repentance,

gives him faith to believe, and leads him into a

saving knowledge of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus

Christ.

The Resurrection gives the hope that "because

he lives, we shall live also."
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<lA Meditation as to . . .

"The Easter Revelation and Our Response"
The life of Christ is revelation. He

brought to the world in the life of a

man that which men could never have

imagined or discovered by reason or

research. The original character of

the Christian faith is clearly defined

as revelation, Avhen he says: "Chris-

tianity declares that we have in

Christ the Incarnation of the Eternal

God. . . . The totality of the God-

head is in Jesus Christ revealed. The

Sonship discloses the Fatherhood and

the Holy Spirit discloses the Father

and the Son. Thus is Christ God
visibly uttered."

The resurrection of Christ was rev-

elation restored after darkness, de-

spair and doubt bringing to the dis-

couraged disciples a new life, a re-

stored communion and a lasting pur-

pose. The Easter faith came not

from imaginations stimulated by
emotion, but by the revelation of

Christ to those who saAv him. "He
showed himself alive after his passion

by many infallible proofs." Those

proofs we will not now discuss save

to affirm our conviction in their va-

lidity, of their factual nature, and

we will go on to speak of that Avhich

may be more important for guiding

us in our present duties, of the re-

sponse we should make to the rev-

elation which we have in the risen

Christ.

The first word to be recorded in

the NcAv Testament as spoken by one

to Avhom the Easter revelation came,

was the exclamation of Mary ^iTag-

dalene, "Rabboni; which is to say

Master." Is not this the word Avith

which we should greet our Lord on

Easter morning? It has the richest

meaning and the most far-reaching

motive for faith and life.

The f alines of the word "Master"
as used in the Gospels comes anew to

us when our attention is directed to

how many times and by what differ-

ent persons this divine term was ad-

dressed to Jesus. Not oidy disciples

and friends, enquirers, and those

whom he had helped, but his enemies,

the Pharisees, who sought to trap

him, and the false disciple Avho be-

trayed him, all called him "Master."
We are made to see that the signifi-

cance of the word in use depended

not upon the word ifeejlf but in

the heart and mind t'f
the person los-

ing it. There were many who called

liim "Lord and Master" and did not

the things which he said and had no

intention of submitting to his con-

trol. I'here are those who still con-

fers him Avithout a follow-up in deeds.

The word is a noble one with a num-
ber of dictionai'y meanings and uses,

but to us its use is in giving direction

and decision to our actions. On Eas-

ter, we should use the word with the

abandon of the Magdalene when she

recognized her Saviour, Friend, Mas-

ter and Lord on the morning of his

resurrection.

There was surprise in Mary's ex-

pression. It showed by its explos-

iveness the reality of the experience

which came not by slow reasoning or

the build-up of Avishful thinking but

by the flash of a vision. There should

An Easter Acrostic

Y, arth's lilies arrayed in glori&us bloom

nliounce His rising from the tomb.

S weetly the bells of Easter-tide

X ell all the peoples far and wide

£ vermore He lives, the Crucified One.

R esurrected is God's own Son.

—P. A. Wiley.

be freshness and reality in our con-

sciousness of Christ. Warm personal

affection Avas in the greeting. She
said not "Rabbi," but "Rabboni,"
a diminutive and local form of the

word Avhich gives the sAveetness of

intimate friendliness. The difference

is that betAveen "Father" and "Dad-
dy," Avhen spoken by a child, and
betAveen "Friend," and "Buddy,"
when hailed by a comrade. Love
should be in our Easter response.

Faith Avas also in the word for the

return of the great teacher is recog-

nized. He had come to correct the

ignorance and doubt Avhich had set-

tled upon the Apostolic group. They
were to open their minds to all the

fresh facts and ncAv faith which he

Avould reveal as he Avould speak to

them of the things of the kingdom.
J\Iary regarded him as the teacher.

Our minds should be open to all that

lie will mean to us. Adoration Avas

in the word and Mary Avent beyond
listenititg to his voice and fell at his

feet in Avorship. Easter should bring

to us the mystic sense of the presence

of the eternal master of our immortal

souls.

All these meanings, and more, en-

tered into the marvelous ejaculation,

but certainly its deepest significance

lay in the simplest and most frequent

use of the word, Avhich Avas tlie recog-

nition on the part of Mary of the

right of Jesus to rule over her life,

to control her behavior and to com-

mand her service. He is the master

Avhom we are to obey. She did not

call him "Master," Avithout a wil-

lingness on her part to do the things

Avhich he would say she should do.

Her Avord in worship Avould be ful-

fdled in work. Her confession would

be proven sincere by consecration.

Receiving this recognition of his

mastery over her life Jesus gave

Mary a commission. "Go to my
brethren." The experience of the

first Easter Avas designed by Christ

to become an evauigel. The knowledge

Avas given not to extract an ecstatic

Avord in AVorship but to compel a

faithful service. "Mary came and

told the disciples that she had seen

the Lord." The revelation to her be-

came a ministry to others. The prop-

er response to the Easter fact is to

relay the message to those wlio sit in

darkness.

Fron that Easter morning, return-

ing to that which is elemental and

essential, Ave see that the revelation

is not to be limited to a few who see

but that they are to tell otliers what

they have seen. Sight is to inspire

service. This is the plain fact, that

Easter Avould have been a personal

and failing faith, known only to a

fcAv and then lost, had not those to

whom the original revelation came

immediately been consecrated to

evangelism and missions. The Easter

fact will die with us unless Ave imitate

them. Will you say, "Rabboni,"

and do nothing but to receive his

truth and adore his person? Theti

your Easter is incomplete, your con-

fession Avithout significance, and the

revelation of God fruitless except in

the smallness of your OAvn selfish

spirit. The only way that Easter can

continue is by each of us doing what

the Master commands: "Go to my
brethren and say to them."

—

Bich-

anl L. Shipley.
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Evangelism Is Basic
By REV. W. CLAY FARRELL, Sanfoid, N. C.

Evanselisra is the greatest need

of our Con£:re<2:atiou<'il Christian

Churehes. Tlio rhurcli oF -lesiis

Christ is not just an oriiuiiizjitioii or

fclhnvslnp, but is a living body ol'

believers in the Lord Jesus Christ

and he is the head. We have our eoni-

mission from him—"Co ye into all

the -world, and preaeh the gospel to

every ereature
'

' (Mark 16:15).

need a revival of the preaehiug of tlie

gospel of the grace of Cod.

Not the ministers alone but ;dl

Christians need like the early churcli

to go everywhere telling the good

news. The Ajiostle Paul said, "1 de-

clare unto you the gospel—For I de-

livered unto you first of .ill that

which f also received, how that Christ

died for onr sins according to tli(>

Scriptures; and that he was buried,

and that he rose again the third day

according to the Scriptures" (I (-or.

15:3, 4). (Christ Jesus canu^ int;) the

world to save sinners. "For the Son

of man is come to seek ami save lliat

which was lost." Luke 1 !):!().

The Bible tells ns that -lesus \v(Mit

about doing good, lie led tlie hungry

mnltitiide, he healed the sick, raised

the dead and nunistered to tlie needs

of man. r>ul he came to die, llie

cross was ever belore liiin. 11(> is the

"Lamb ol" Cod to take away tlie sin

of the world" (John 1:29). Tlie

cross is the center of our faith. \V(>

need a new version of (^alvary : it is

there we se Ood's way of salralion,

(^od's love for a last world.

The gospel ol" the grace of Cod de-

clares tlie love of (lod for sinners.

"For (!od so lived llie world, that he

gave his only begotten Son, tliat who-

soever believetli in him should not

lierisli, hut have everlanstig life"

(John ;>:!()). It also declares (Jod's

hosility to sin. "For tlu> \vaL;es of

sin is death; but the gift o\' (iod is

etenud lil'e through -lesus Christ our

Lord" (luMii. ():l2i)). This is the

message of tiie .Apostle Paul when he

declares in Acts P?: :!S. :!;) "P.,. it

known unto you llierei'ore, men ami

brethren, that through this man is

preached unto you the forgiveness of

vsins: And by him all that believe are

jnslilicd from .all things, troin wiiich

ye could not be justilied by tin- law

of Moses."

If we are to grow as a denomina-

tion, yea if we are to continue, we

must ])ut first things first. Christ

said "Seek ye first the kingdom of

Cod, and his righteousness; and all

these things shall be added unto

you" (Matt. 0:;!;)). I firmly believe

that this \\ill ai)ply to the local

church as well as to the individual

( 'hrist i;!U.

Surely every Christian is, or should

be, inleresled in better schools and
homes, improving onr churcli build-

ings, in better government. In fact

we are inlerc^sted in any thing that

is lor th(> welfare of onr i'ellowman.

P>ul if lli(> clinrch is interested on-

ly in tlie social welfare of man, we
.ire no ditl'erent from social, civic, or

fraternal organizations. If man can

(ind in his lodge all that he finds at

his church, lie will soon lose intertst

in his cliurch. The ('hurch has a

message, the messa.ge of redeeming

love in (^lirist r7(\sns our Lord. Tliis

is our first wcn-k.

The Bible tells us fliat iiuin with-

out Christ is dead in trespasses and
sins. Since this is true, then num's

gn>a(cst spiritual need is life and

this need can be met only in Jesus

Christ, and "There is none other

name under Heaven, given among
men whereby we must be saved."

Ads 4:12. "He that liatli the Son
hath life; and he that hath not the

Son of Cod luith not life." I -lohu 5:

12. Spurgeon said "lie who does

not believe thai Cod will punish sin,

will not b(4ieve that, he will pardon

it through the atoning blood. He
who does not l)(4ieve that God will

cast uubelicNcrs into Hell, will not

lH> sure that lu^ will lake believers to

Heaven. If we doubt God's Word
about one thing, we shall have small

co'iddeiKH' in it upon another thing.

Since faith in (!od must treat all

Cod's wovd alike; for the faith which

aecv'pls one word of (Jod, and rejects

aiioth.er, is exiileiitly not I'aith in

C!od, but faith in (Mir own judgement,

faitli in onr cnvn taste.
'"

If Ave construct cliurcli buildings,

colleges, or other inst iliil ions wiflumt

KDl'rOli'.'IS NO'LMO: 'Hio .-lUovo aiiiclo by

tho Ki'v. \V. Chxy Fanoll, imstor of (.Irai-c'.s

I'liiiiit'l and ZidU (.Miiist inn (.Mmvi'lu-s, was

written to lio used us diic nl' llie sim-u\s em-

phasiziiig ovaugelism dmiiii; l.eiil. lit; oiiiis-

^ioll was due to an ii\ci.si,i;lit. The editor

ofTers liis apolotries. It is pi-iuted now be-

I'ause its I'ontent is of jii'veiiiiial import.

S. O, H.
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Jesus Christ, if we form organizations

of which he is not the head, if we
preaeh and preaeh not Jesus Christ

and him crucified, we are building a

superstructure Avithout a foundation.

"For other foundation can no man
la\' than that is laid, which is Jesus
(!hrist." I Cor. 3:11. Evangelism is

hayic. The greatest thing any per-

.sou can do on this earth, is to bring
another human being to Jesus Christ

as Saviour. This we ought to do and
110 f leave the other undone.

Evangelism, Jesus calls fishing

for men. If we are to be successful

in fishing for men we must have a

true conception of the value of a
soul. We must realize that one soul

is of more value than all the material

wealth of the Avorld, for Avhat shall

it profit a man if he shall gain the

whole and lose his soul? We must
believe that men Avithout Christ are

lost and on their Avay to Hell. And
can lie saved only by the grace of

(^od through faith in Jesus Christ.

Eph. 2:S, 9.

We must look upon this business

of bringing people to our Lord Jesus
Christ for salvation, as important as

getting a doctor for a loved one Avho

is desperately ill. Soul Avinning is

the heart and soul of the Avork of the

clinn'h, not only the pastor or full-

time worker, but every Christian.

Some where along the Avay Ave seem
to haxe lost our sense of Values, May-

Cod help us all to realize that man
does not live by bread alone.

As Ave are entering the period of

our all out effort in the field of Evan-
gelism in our Congregational Chris-

tian Churches this spring, may Ave

luive a true perspective of the great

liotential that is before us. There
are thousands Avithiu the bounds of

the Southern Convention, avIio have
never been reached Avith the gospel

of Christ. Truly the fields are Avhite

unto harvest—"pray ye therefore the

Lord of the harvest that he Avill send
forth laborers unto his harvest."

We need a compassionate concern

for the lost, a love for the souls of

men. God loved us while avc were yet

in our sins, and sent las Sou to be
the propitiation for our sins, if God
so loved us we ought also to love one
another. Jesus saw the multitudes

and had compassion on them. All

great soul Avinners have been men of

great compassion. Oh, for a passion

for souls. David said in Psabn 142:

4 " No man cared for my soul." Are
we guilty of not caring for the souls

of men?

(Continued on png^ 13.)
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News of Elon College
Pbesident L. E. Smith, Elon College, N. C.

Mid-Year Session of the Virginia

Valley Conference

The Virginia Valley Central Con-

ference meets twice annually—in the

spring and fall. For twenty-five

years, I have been attending the an-

nual sessions of the conference, usu-

ally both sessions, though not always.

The drive to the Valley Confer-

ence, over the hills and through the

valleys surrounded by mountains, is

particularly beautiful in the spring

and fall of the year. Herds of cattle

grazing on the hillside add to the at-

tractiveness of the scene and evidence

thrift and prosperity.

Our churches in the Valley are ru-

ral churches with but one or two ex-

ceptions. They do not have large

memberships, but an excellent type

of people—Christian people Avho love

their church and are interested in

the coming of the kingdom of God.

They are co-operative and always

have an inspiring spirit. At present,

however, the churches in the Valley

have a serious shortage of leadership.

They do not have pastors for their

churches. Superintendent Scott is

doing everything that he can to se-

cure pastors for the churches in the

Valley Conference and to place them
properly. This is a field with great

pos.sibilities for our church. The

possibilities, however, cannot be real-

ized without sufficient and efficient

leadership. Truly, the fields are white

under the harvest, and the laborers

are few.

It is always a pleasure to be pres-

ent and enjoy the fellowship and the

spiritual uplift of the conference ses-

sions in the Valley. Last week, Wed-
nesday, March 21, I had the privilege

of meeting Avith fifteen or more of

our pastors from North Carolina who
were in the Valley conducting a si-

multaneous evangelistic campaign.

Practically every church in the Val-

ley had a visiting miniser for a part

of or the entire week. They all at-

tended the conference on Thursday,
held at the Bethlehem Church. Mr.
C. A. Phillips of Harrisonburg, is the

president, and Mr. Pew of Winches-
ter, is the secretary.

A very inspirational program was
arranged in advance and given witli

interest and inspiration. In addition

to the usual procedure of ^. confer-.

ence on such occasions, there were

some very helpful and inspirational

addresses : one delivered by Dr. John
G. Truitt on the topic, "Evangelism
and Youth," and one by Rev. Tucker
Humphries, "God Is the Answer."

In the afternoon, there was a bus-

iness session. Revs. R. E. Newton
and Walstein Snyder gave graphic

reports on the Crusade of Evangel-

ism that was then in progress in the

Valley churches. They reported good

attendance at the meetings and a

number of reconsecrations and eon-

Aersions in tliese meetings conducted

in the local churches of the confer-

ence.

Brief addresses were given by Sup-

erintendent Scott and the writer. Dr.

Scott emphasized the work of the

Convention with reference to the Val-

ley Conference, and I spoke about

the progress and needs of our college.

Dr. Raymond Andes reported on his

earnest eiforts to induce churches in

the Valley Conference to accept their

quotas for payment on Virginia Hall,

a dormitory now being erected on the

campus. He urged all churches that

had not signed their Delaration of

Purpose to please do so at an early

date and forward the same to him.

This pai'ticular conference was a

good occasion for our churches in the

Valley. May the blessings of God
continue in their efforts.

*****
Apportionment Giving

Our report this week, inchiding

payments on conference apportion-

ments for the college, is unusual. I

believe it is the most unusual report

that I have had the privilege of mak-

ing. It is unusual in the total amount

foTO'arded and the number of the

churches contributing. You will note

that a total of $462.00 is received.

Only three churches contributed:

New Elam, in the Eastern North Car-

olina Conference, $10.00; Holy Neck,

in the Eastern Virginia Conference,

$302.00, and Rosemont, in the East-

ern Virginia Conference, $150.00.

Whenever I am called upon to

make a report to our churches

through The Sun, listing amounts

received on conference apportion-

ments, I am always made to wonder

what would happen should all the

churches make a contribution for any
one week. I presume that it is too

much to even hope for a contribution

from all churches at the same time,

but those of us who are interested

fail to see any good reason for so few

of our churches contributing for the

support of our college at one time.

Yet, we are delighted on account of

the amounts contributed. They all

help to keep our college open and do-

ing its job.

Previously reported $ 4,697.66

Eastern N. C. Conference:

New Elam $10.00

Eastern Virginia Conference

:

Holy Neck $302.00

Rosemont 150.00

• 462.00

Grand total $ .5,159.66

* * # * #

Declaration of Purpose

It is encouraging to receive the

Declaration of Purpose from a church

or eliurches during each week. If we
can keep this rate up for fifty-two

weeks, we "vill have the commitment
of about all of our churches, which

will go a long way toward assuring

the complete payment of the cost of

the three buildings now being erected

on our campus.

The report this week is arranged

differently. Not only does the report

give the Declarations of Purpose re-

ceived from Virginia and North Car-

olina separately, but this report pre-

sents the Declarations of Purpose

signed and turned in by conferences,

and e'ives the total amount pledged

and payments made. These reports

arc presenting the amounts previous-

ly pledged and paid by the local

churches. It nmst be borne in mind,

however, that each local church ac-

cepts the responsibility of collecting

all unpaid pledges and forwarding

the same to the college. This is an

important item to be observed by ev-

eryone.

Carolina Hall—Declarations

:

Name of Church Amount

Eastern N. C. Conference:

Auburn

$

759.50

Beginning Nov., 56; 5 years.

Hayes Chapel 362.25

Beginning Nov., 56 ; 5 years.

New Hope , 1,048.25

Beginning 1956.

Hope Mills 414.75

Beginning Jan., 57 ; 5 years.

Eiitaw Community 595.00

Beginning Jan., 50; 5 yeari.

Bethlehem 294.00

Beginning 1956; 5 years.

Clayton Christian 600.00

Beginning Jan., 57.

(Continued on page 10.)
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Church Women at Work
With Emphasis on Missions

Mrs. J. H. Booth, Jr., Editor

143 Winchester Drive, Heunpton, Va.

Eastern Virginia Women to Hear

Miss Clark at Rallies

Miss Lucy Kendall Clark, a retired

missionary from Ceylon, now making

her home in Lake Wales, Florida,

will be the speaker for the Eastern

Virginia Conference Rallies, April

4, 5, 6. The theme for the rallies is

"Thy Word Giveth Light." Miss

Clark will iise "Christ the Light of

Life in Ceylon" as her subject.

While in Ceylon, Miss Clark was a

Congregational Christian educator

among the Tamil people. Since 1914

her home has been on the Jaffna pe-

ninsula, where she went as a trained

kindergartner to start kindergartens

in the schools of the American Board

of Foreign Missions and to train

teachers to "man" them. She work-

ed out of Uduvil School, the oldest

boarding school for girls in the Ori-

ent.

"Courses also for teachers in the

village schools enabled them to learn

kindergarten methods and soon we
had the little tots well under instruc-

tion," recalls Miss Clark. The young
people of New York Congregational

churches built for Miss Clark in

Uduvil a beautiful model kindergar-

ten building.

In the northern part of Ceylon,

where Miss Clark worked, the three

Protestant Missions are the English

Methodists. Church of England, and
American Congregationalists. They
share in many i:nion projects and of

one of them, the Union Training

School, Miss Clark was principal

from 19B0 until the time government
rules forced her retirement from
teaching.

To this school came the j)ick of the

Protestant missions' young women,
keen, eager, enthusiastic. They made
much of their own equipment—maps,

globes, sand-tables—and came out so

well trained that they were immedi-

ately snapped up by schools through-

out Cejdon.

Miss Clark, as a worlcing member
of the United Church of South India,

spent much of her last year at Udu-
vil doing church Avork, visiting mem-
bers in the villages and helping clear

off a crippling debt.

No missionary ever has just one

job, no matter how big it is, and
Miss Clark not only was principal of

the Union Training School, but she

taught classes in physiology, hygiene.

MISS LUCY KENDALL CLARK
for nearly 40 years a Congregational Chris-

tian educator in Ceylon among the Tamil
people will speak at the Spring Rallies of

the Women's Fellowship throughout the

Southern Convention

Spring Rally Dates

Eastern Va. Conference:

Waverly, Richhmond, Wed., April 4.

Suffolk, Berea (N.), Thurs., April 5,

Norfolk, Rosemont, Fri., April 6.

North Carolina Conference:

Henderson-

Raleigh, Henderson, Mon., April 9.

Sanford, Turner's Chapel, Tues., April 10.

Asheboro, Pleasant Grove, Wed., April 11.

Burlington, Mt. Zion, Thurs., April 12.

Greensboro, Mt. Lebanon, Fri., April 13.

Halifax, Pleasant Grove, Mon., April 16.

Virginia Valley Conference:

District 5, Timber Ridge, Thurs., April 19.

Districts 2 & 3,

Mt. Lebanon, Fri., April 20.

Districts 1 & 4,

Wisslers Chapel Church, Sun., April 22.

music, art and English in the High
School Department.

Somehow she also found the time
and energy to lead Brownies and
Elephant Clubs ; direct church choirs

and Sunday schools, and give dra-

matic presentations of Bible stories.

As in the U. 8, A., committees were
legion, and Miss Clark was a member

March 29, 1956

of many svich in both school and

church.

When Uduvil Girls' School cele-

brated its 125th Anniversary in 1949,

a number of its graduates who were

mothers "passed on the Torch" to

their children who wanted to dedicate

their lives to Christian service. The
first group numbered eleven, but ev-

erj' year since, more young people

have asked to be "Torch Bearers"

until now there are 36. Miss Clark

]<eeps in close touch with this group,

who observe the thirteenth of each

month as a day of prayer for each

other and for such vital concerns as

the United Nations and the World
Council of Churches.

"God's dividends are remarkable,"

says New Yorlv born Lucy Kendall

Clark, as she recalls her years in

Ceylon, her many journeys to and

from the U. S. A. for furloughs that

took her three times around the world

and her meetings with great leaders,

including the late Mahatma Gandhi.

"But the greatest dividend of all is

to see young people grow up into

fine, dedicated Christians."

Miss Clark was educated at Buf-

falo Normal School, Kennedy School

of Missions, Hartford, Conn., and

Columbia University.

i\Irs. W. B. Williams Avill be the

speaker of the afternoon, using as

her subject "Christian Social Ac-

tion." Mrs. Williams is our immed-

iate past president of the Southern

Convention Women's Fellowship.

She has also just completed a two-

year term as vice-president of the

National Women's Fellowship of

Congregational Christian Churches,

Avhich includes about 750,000i wom-

en. She is now president of the New-

port News-Warwick Council of U-

nited Church Women and denomina-

tional representative on the National

Board of Managers of United Church

Women. In her local church, she is

a member of the Board of Deacons

and Deaconesses and chairman of the

Board of Christian Education. In

the Southern Convention Women's

Fellowship she is chairman of the

Literature Committee.

Marion S. Gordon.

# # * * *

Guided Tour of Indian American

Life is Scheduled

Four Congregational Christians

are already signed up for the guided

tour of Indian American life which

is seheduled for June 6-18, 1956.

Thirty-five persons, including ap-

[Contiiiued on page H.)
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Toward Clarifying Some Misunderstandings
A Statement Prepared by

DR. JAMES E. WAGNER, President of the Evangelical and Reformed Church

and Approved by Its General Council

(Concluded from last issue.)

5. Will the First Congregational

Church own its own property after

the Union? The answer, as I see it,

is an unequivocal "Yes." There are

a number of reasons for this. Once
again, the Evangelical and Reformed
Church is fully committed to the

Basis of Union; and the Basis of

Union, IIT-H, specifically asserts that

among the rights of each congrega-

tion is included "the holding and
operation of its own property." We
do not understand "holding" to

mean only "holding in trust." In

fact, this latter phrase as a possible

construing of the word "holding"
never occurred to any of us, so far

as I know, until it was raised in ques-

tions from Congregational Christian

sources.

My unequivocal "Yes" to this

question is based, further, upon a

fact which has not been understood

by some opponents of the union.

That fact is that ever since the B-

vangelical and Reformed Church was
established in 1934, almost half of its

congregations never have been sub-

ject to any "reversionary clause" so

far as the ownership of their prop-

erty is concerned. At this point I

quote (ER) By-Law 16:

"If a congregttion or a Synod
withdraws from the jurisdiction of

the Evangelical and Reformed
Church, the property of said con-

gregation or Synod shall revert to

the charge and control of the jud-

icatory immediately above, in the

case of a congregation to the Syn-
od, and of a Synod to the General

Synod. This paragraph shall not

apply, however, to congregations

Avhich were not on June 26, 1934,

subject to or governed by laws
regularly enacted and then in force

providing for such reversion of

congregational property, nor shall

this paragraph apply to congrega-

tions associated with the Church
only through their pastors, if such
congregations become members of

the Church within ten years after

the adoption of the constitution."

That paragraph was included in

the original By-Laws of the Evan-
gelical and Reformed Church be-

cause, while congregations of the

former Reformed Church in the U-

iiited States had been bound by a

"reversionary clau.se" with respect

to their property, congregations of

the former Evangelical Synod of

North America had not been bound
by such a clause. One possible ex-

ception in the former Evangelical

Synod was in the case of congrega-

tions which, on their own initiative

and by their own free vill, had writ-

ten into their constitutions a clause

providing for such reversion of prop-

erty in case the congregation were

dissolved or in any other way ceased

to be a congregation of the Evangel-

ical Synod.

The sei'ond sentence of By-Law 16

referred to certain "Evangelical"

congregations which up to 1934 had
had a rather tenuous affiliation Avith

the Evangelical Synod of North A-

merica, but had never become fully

affiliated and were, therefore, not

bound in any way by the Constitu-

tion and By-Laws of the former E-

vangelical Synod of North America.

The provision was made, therefore,

that if these tenuously affiliated "E-
vangelical" congregations would ful-

ly affiliate Avith the new Evangelical

and Reformed Church within ten

years after the adoption of the Con-

stitution, they could come in Avith-

out being subject to a reversionary

clause. That provision has operated

as was hoped and expected, as one

factor encouraging such congrega-

tions to feel free to affiliate and to

hasten the day Avhen that affiliation

Avas completed.

It should be pointed out, further,

that as long as a congregation re-

mained in good and regular standing

in its relation with the Evangelical

and Reformed Church, neither the

Synod nor the General Synod could

exercise any control of congregation-

al pi'operty. By-Law 13 reads :

"The property of the eongrega-

tioUj Avhether real or personal, and

all monies and legacies, shall be

under the care of the trustees, or

those designated by the congrega-

tional charter, who shall hobl the

property as a sacred trust for the

congregation and keep the church

edifice and other buildings belong-

ing to the congregation in proper

repair and adapted for uses it ap-

proves, The purchasing or selling

of property, the borroAving of

money Avhich encumbers the pro-

perty of the church and the re-

modelling and erection of buildings
shall conform to the respective

state laAvs and be determined only
by a majority A ote of the members
assembled at duly-convened con-

gregational or corporate meetings
and entitled to vote therein, or as

provided by the local constitutioi\

and by-laAvs.

"

It should be noted that, not even
on such basic and definitive property
transactions as specified in the By-
Law, is a congregation required to

seek approval of the Synod or any
other judicatory in the Evangelical
and Reformed Church.
Having Avritten all this as clearh-

as I can, I think I should mention a

further consideration Avhich I can-
not help but feel Avill strilve an un-
derstanding and responsive chord in

the minds of all Cougregationalists.

What happens when a ucav mission
church is established by the United
(Jhurch of Christ nito which, let us

say, $50,000 of denominational money
is invested? Is it not clear that tlie

denominational board avhich makes
that money available to a new mis-

sion church, if the board is to be a

good stcAvard of monies contributed
by members of the United Church,
must have some provision by which,

if in the first precarious years of the

mission some schismatic movement
were to lay hold of the congregation
and it Avere to attempt to divorce it-

self from the body Avhieh had con-

ceived and nurtured it, the board's
original investment could be safe-

guarded and reclaimed in order to be
re-devoted to uses for Avhich the

givers had orgignally intended their

gifts? That essence of trusteeship

will help to explain why the former
Reformed constituency of the present
Evangelical and Reformed Church
felt as keenly as it did about the

necessity of the property reversion

clause.

To further illustrate the spirit

Avhich has actually characterized the

Evangelical and Reformed (Church's

21-year operation under "the letter

of the laAv" refei'red to at)ove, let me
cite one more fact. Out in NortJi and

(Coutinued on page 13.)
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Laymen and the Church . . .

J. E. Danidey, Editor, Box 515, Elon College, N. C.

Easter

Easter comes with its lovely flow-

ers, beautiful music, new clothes, and

so many people at church. It is the

very best time of the church year,

and it gives us a "'ood and warm feel-

ing.

Easter comes after the -lewisli

Passover, Avhich Avas this week. We
know that Jesus and his friends cel-

ebrated the Feast of the Passover on

the Thursday nio-ht before his tragic

death.

This is a very high spot in the life

of the Jewish community. They are

celebrating the flight from Egypt,

when the Angel of Death passed over

the households Avhose doors were

marked with the blood of the slain

lamb on the door lintel. There are

certain symbols for Passover : un-

leaven bread (nothing- in it to make

it rise), an egg, a bone, bitter herbs

and wine. Jewish families thank

God for their freedom and they con-

tinue to pay tribute with this feast.

We, in turn, keep Easter with the

remembrance of the last days of Je-

sus, and the joyous Easter morn.

We, too, keep it each year with spe-

cial services, lilies, songs and ser-

mons. We give thanks to God for his

Son and for the love he brought to

owv world.

Easter.

Each of us must know it.

A very special joy to all mankind.

8o God promised us.

Taught of his good life,

Every Christian

Rejoices.

* * * * «

Above the Tumult

I well remember those times when

as a theological student at the T Uni-

versity of Chicago I paused to lis-

ten as the chapel's great carillon

played a medley of vesper hymns.

One needed to concentrate or the

street noises would drown out the

music of faith. In much the same

way the voice of Jesus is lost in the

babble of the world's confusina-

tongues if we do not pause to con-

centrate on his words. Yet when we

listen, liis voice sounds clearly aboxc

the tumult.

—

John B. Schlqrb,

Blossom Time

By Helen Bruce Moss.

The white and purple crocuses

Are hearlds of the spring.

And can the lily of the valley

Her pretty, pure hells ring?

The gold forsythia calls forth

The glory of the sim;

The daffodil reflects that hue—
'Tis nature's telephone.

0 dandelion tell me ivhy

You send your seeds away;
On tiny feathery wings that float

O'er fields that are so gay?

The tulip is a hrilliant shade,

The royal iris nods.

While hutterctips appear with smiles

On little green grass clods.

Lavender violets peep
From lacy Clumps of fern,

While red geraniums stand guard
0 'er pan^sies in the urn.

The dainty sweet alyssum blooms
Beneath magnolia trees.

And all the tvhile "Blossom Time"
Ts riding on the breeze.

WOMAN TO BECOME PASTOR
OF KANSAS CHURCH
(Continued from page 2.)

churches. She had never asked for

licensure, though she has filled the

pidpit many times. The church,

therefore, sent a special communi-
cation to the Southern Association

^linisterial Commjittee, requesting

that she be made a licentiate with full

poAvers. It Avas the unanimous opin-

ion of the church officers that no one

(.'ould carry through the progressive

program of the church as Avell as

could this trusted and beloved church

leader. In 1953 ]\Irs. Jones serA^ed as

^foderator of our State Conference.

We loolj to her Avith confidence and
extend our Avarm good Avishes as she

continues her service to this church

she so greatly loves.

—

FrOm Congre-

gational Kansas.

Seventeen mothers in a mothers'

club agreed to decide by ballot which

had the most beautiful baby. Who
Avon? Why, no ojie, E&ch baby got

one vote

!

DECLARATION OF PURPOSE.
(Continued from page

2,308.00

Beginning Jan., 56; 5 years.

1,120.00

Beginning Jan., 56; 5 years.

297.00

Beginning 1956.

2,289.00

Beginning Jan., 57; 5 years.

1,137.50

Total $11,225.25

In. C and va. Conrerence:

Pfafftown $ 463.75

Beginning Jan., 56; 5 years.

939.75

Beginning Jan., 58; 10 years.

Beverly Hills 886.00

Beginning Nov., 56; 5 years.

Monticello 822.60

Beginning Aug., 56 ; 5 years.

Belews Creek 834.75

Beginning 1956; 5 years.

175.00

Beginning Jan., 1956; 5 years.

Burlington, First 10,000.00

Beginning Nov., 56; 5 years.

Church of the Covenant 175.00

Beginning Oct., 56; 5 years.

Shallow Ford 1,800.00

Beginning Oct., 56; 18 years.

740.00

Beginning Jan., 57 ; 5 years.

Mt. Zion 1,000.00

Beginning Jan., 56; 10 years.

281.75

Beginning Sept., 56; 5 years.

Bethel 1,034.25

Beginning Jan., 1956; 5 years

Total $19,152.75

Virginia Hall—Declarations

:

N. C. and Va. Conference:

Ingram $ 1,748.25

Beginning Jan., 57; 8 years.

Total $ 1,748.25

Eastern Va. Conference:

$ 2,841.00

Beginning Oct., 56; 5 years.

2,019.00

Beginning Jan., 56; 5 years.

Suffolk Christian 10,000.00

Beginning Oct., 1956; 5 years.

Total $14,860.00

Virginia Valley Conference:

Antioeh $ 900.00

Beginning Jan., 57; 5 years.

Bethel . . - 912.00

Beginning 1956; 10 years.

$ 1,812.00

Tot-al for Carolina Hall . .

.

$30,378.00

Total for Virginia HaU . . . $18,420.25

Carolina Hall—Payments

N. C. and Va. Conference:

Zion $ 5.84

Bethel 202.00

Mt. Zion 331.00

$ 538.84

Virginia Hall—^Payments:

Virginia Valley Conference

:

Bethlehem $ 75.00

Bethel 18.02

$ 93.02
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Youth at Work in the Church
Rev. John S. Graves, Editor, Box 836, P]]on College, N. C.

Biennial Meeting of the Southern

Convention Pilgrim Fellowship

The attention of all young- people

in the churches of the Southern Con-

vention is called to the meeting of

the biennial session of their organi-

zation to be held in Suffolk, Virginia

on the week-end of April 7-8. This

assembly will be held at the Suffolk

Christian Church, beginning at 2 :30

on Saturday afternoon. The meet-

ing Avill adjourn following the Sun-

day morning service.

All registration forms for dele-

gates from each church should be

sent to Mrs. E. C. Wilkins, in care of

the Suffolk Christian Church, Suf-

folk, Virginia. These forms should

be in her office not later than April

2.

At the afternoon session of the as-

sembly, Dr. Arthur G. Newell of

Richmond, Virginia, will speak to

the group, informing and enlighten-

ing our young people about the E-

vangelical and Reformed Church.

This will have a great deal of mean-

ing for our youth, with the union of

our two fellowships pending.

At the Banquet, to be held in the

Fellowship Hall of the Church on

Saturday evening, James Schmidt

of Cincinnati, Ohio, is to be the guest

speaker. Mr. Schmidt is the presi-

dent of the Cincinnati Association of

Pilgrim Fellowship, and also presi-

dent of the Ohio Pilgrim Fellowship.

Jim is a senior in high school, is a

varsity football, basketball and base-

ball star. He was a delegate to the

National Council in 1954, and has

been elected to again represent his

State at the Council this summer at

Doane College. We will find Jim a

great inspiration, and cherish the

opportunity of having him Avith us

for this meeting.

It is hoped that all churches have

elected their delegates. If yours has

not, please do this iramediately. All

delegates are to be the guests of the

people of the Suffolk Church. The

only costs for the meeting will be a

registration fee of fifty cents to help

defray expenses, and one dollar for

the banquet on Saturday night.

At this meeting, several items of

imjiortant business will be brought

before the young people for action.

Also, a report pf the noniinatiiig

committee will be presented. Offi-

'•ers for the coming biennium Avill be

elected and installed at this session.

When registration forms are mail-

ed to the Suffolk Church, mention

should be made of adult advisors who
are attending. Please also state the

iiumber to attend the banquet so that

our host church may know Iioav to

plan.

Any further information desired

about this meeting may be secured

by writing to Rev. John S. Graves,

Box 336, Elon College, N. C.

who would be willing to help in this

capacity. If you are interested and
can assist in this program please

Avrite to the Rev. John S. Graves,

Box 336, Elon CoUege, N. C. It is an
experience that all who have partici-

pated in long remember and cherish.

MR. JAMES SCHMIDT
President of Ohio Pilgrim Fellowship, who

will speak at the Suffolk Convention.

Summer Camp and Conference

Report

The schedule for our sunnner camp
and conference programs have been

tentatively set. Information will

come to all churches and ])astors im-

mediately after Easter. We plan to

have an entire summer of camps, us-

ing to full capacity the wonderful
ncAv facilities at Moonelon.

At present plans are for a training

program for summer workers, three

junior camps, three junior high

camps, two senior high camps, a

music-drama camp, a camp for older

people, a camp for Sunday school

teachers and officers, and a camp for

Pilgrim FelloAvship Officers and lead-

ers.

This extensive program will re-

quire a great number of people as

staff members. There are usually a

number of people in our churches

CHURCH WOMEN AT WOKK.
(Continued from page 8.)

proximately eighteen Congregational

Christians and the same number of

members of Evangelical and Reform-

ed churches, can be accommodated
in the chartered bus. The cost per

person, all expenses covered, Avill be

$130.00.

First hand contacts will be made
Avith tribal council members, U. S.

Indian Service officials and experts

in Indian affairs. Among the latter

are Dr. Harold Fey, editor of the

Christian Cent^iry, and Dr. Sol Tax,

head of the department of anthropol-

ogy of the University of Chicago.

Rev. Galen R. Weaver and the Rev.

Chester Marcus Avill be co-leaders of

the group.

The first two days Avill be spent in

Chicago where representatiA^e Indi-

ans who have relocated to that city

Avithin recent years Avill speak to the

group. Inasmuch as more and more
Indian individuals and families are

moving off the reservations into the

cities and are being encouraged to do

so by the U. S. Indian Bureau, the

adjustments to the "Avhite man's
Avay" are of special interest. Church
people are finding special opportun-

ities for helpfulness to these ucav res-

idents, but much more should and
can be done.

The study tour grou]) will visit

three reservations as folloAvs : I\leno-

niinee, in Wisconsin, where the tribe

is in process of adjusting' to termin-

ation of federal trusteeship over land

and federal education and welfare

services; Fort Berthold, in North Da-
kota, and Cheyenne River, i)i South
Dakota. Stops Avill be made in Min-
neapolis, Avhere there is a considera-

ble Indian group in more or less per-

manent residence, and at Bismark,

the capital of North Dakota, Avhich is

the center from Avhich the Rev. and
Mrs. Harold W. Case are carrying

on their ncAv .state-wide Avork.

This Avill be a highly informative,

first-hand exposure to the problems

of the descendents of the aboriginal

Americans.

Further details may be obtained

by getting in toucli Avith (ialen \{.

Weaver, 287 Fourth Ave., New York

10, N. y.
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Sunday School Lesson
By Rev. H. S. Habdcastle, D. D.

"Power for a World Mission"

IjFsson [J

—

AiriIj S, 1956.

JMemory Selection: "But ye shall

receive poiver after that the Holy
Spirit is come upon you; and ye

shall he witenesses unto me both in

Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and
hi Samaria, and unto the fitter-

most part of the earth." Acts 1:8.

Background Scripture : Acts 1 and

2

Devotional Reading: Acts 2:1-8.

Bij Way of Introduction.

Wo liave been studying- for the

past six months the story of the life

of our Lord as recorded by the "be-

loved physician," Luke. That story

begins with the coming of Jesus into

(his world, and ends with the going

of Jesus into the other world. It is,

as Luke says, a treatise "of all that

Jesus began both to do and to teach."

We begin today a three month's

study of the life of the Early Church.

This story, as recorded in The Acts

of the Apostles Avas also written by
Luke "the beloved physician." It is

a carefully-documented, well-organ-

ized, beautifully-written, spiritually-

stimulating book. Here is told the

story of how the Spirit of the Living

Christ worked with and through men
to establish and spread his church.

It quickens one's faith and strength-

ens one's courage to read it. It also

ought to deepen one's conseci'ation.

The Program.

Christ's Gospel was for the whole

world, for all men and for ^dl of

men. Acts makes this clear in the

openino- verses of the opening chap-

ter. In reply to the question of the

disc iples as to whether he would

at tliat timi^ restore the kingdom
aaain to Israel, our Lord made it

•lear that his Kingdom was a uni-

versal and an everlasting Kingdom.
His followers were to iio and teaeli

all nations, to go into all the Avorld,

and to make disciples of all nations

(or all ]ieople\ baptizing them in

the name of the Father and of the

Son and of tlie Holy Spirit. They
were to begin at Jerusalem, the place

where they were, and to go from
there unto the ends, or the uttermost

part, of the earth, ('hristianity has

a worhl mission, a world program,

Jts message of salvation in Christ is

f^-r all people. When the Christian

religion ceases to be missionary, it

ceases to be Christian. The person

who does not believe in missions

needs to have his eyes and his heart

opened. We Congregational Chris-

tians arc quite right in calling the

work of our Church, Our Christian

World Mission. We have that Com-
mission directly from Christ himself.

The Promise.

Even as Christ commanded them
to accept this world mission, so he

promised them power to carry out

this program. Their chief concern

was not to be about "the times or the

seasons, which the Father hath put

in his own power" but about the

l)()wer \\ith which to do their work.

And said he, "Ye shall receive power,

after that the Holy Spirit is come
upon you."

Christ always gives us the poiver to

do what he tells us to do. If any man
will do his Avill, he shall not only

know, he shall have. That feeble

band of men could have done nothing

in their own strength. But when they

were filled with the power of the Holy
Spirit, they went out and "turned
the world upside down" as Luke
later wrote. The church needs or-

ganization, it needs equipment, it

needs programs, it needs money, but

aboAc all it needs power, the power
of the Ploly Spirit which is the power
of the living God and of the Living

Christ. Apart from that power, the

church can do little or nothing.

The Power.

That power, in keeping with the

pi-omise of Christ, came on what we
call Pentecost. The people were in

one accord in one place. They were
m {irayer. They were in expectation.

And then the Spirit and the Power
came. Strangely, mysteriously, dra-

matically, indisputably, irresistably,

it came. There was a sound "as of a

mighty rushing wind" and there

were "tongues like as of fire," and
they all received the Holy Spirit

with its power. Thus did God in

Christ, through the Holy Spirit, pre-

pare the little band of disciples, the

Early Church, for the world-wide
program and mission. Pentecost is

known as the birthday of the church.

God's Spirit had, of course, always
been in the world. But at Pentecost

he made it immediately and adequate-

ly available for his elect, the church.

What the modern church needs today

more than anything else is the Holy
Spirit, a fuller baptism of the Spirit

of the Living Christ.

The Procedure.

They were to be Christ's witnesses.

He said, "Ye shall be witnesses un-

to me, (or for me) after that the

Holy Spirit is come upon you." And
that is exactly what they did—they

immediately began to witness for

Christ. They began to speak as the

Spirit gave them utterance. Chris-

tians are not to go out as lawyers

for Christ, arguing for Christ; they

are to go out to witness for him, to

bear witness to Avhat they know, of

what he has done for them, of what

he can do for those who believe on

him and accept him. To be sure this

witness is to be borne not only with

our lips, but Avith our lives. But all

too many modern Christians are

strangely and sinfully silent in their

witness in behalf of the Lord Jesus

Christ. The band of disciples thought

of themselves as Avitnesses, Avitnesses

for Christ.

The Preaching.

Simon Peter, the leader and spokes-

man of the TAvelve—the eleven had

selected another to take Judas' place

—stood up and began to preach.

Luke tells us that he stood up with

the eleven—he had the disciples back

of him, standing with him. There is

jiot space enough in these Notes to

give a full account of his sermon.

But it is Christ-centered. His text

is Jesus Christ. The Jesus who had

Avalked among them, had performed

signs and wonders before them, Avho

had been crucified by them. That

Christ had risen again from the dead,

had been exalted by God as the Sov-

ereign Lord, and from him had com.e

this poAver of the Holy Spirit in ac-

cord Avith his promises. "That same

Jesus, whom ye have crucified, God

hath made Lord and Christ.
'

' It was

pointed, poAverful, productive preach-

ing. It struck fear in their hearts,

and fastened conviction on them in

such a way that they cried out in

desperation, "What shall we do?"

The Product.

Because they received the word

and repented, they Avere brought in-

to a saving knowledge of the Lord

Jesus Christ. And they Avere bap-

tized as a sign of that inner cleans-

ing, and became members of the body

of Christ.

Based on "International Sunday School

Lessons;" Copyrighted 1954 by Division of

Christian Education, National Council of the

Ohurchp? i» the U. S. A.
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TOWARD CLARIFYING SOME
MISUNDERSTANDINGS.

(Continued from page 9.)

South Dakota, with one or two locat-

ed elsewhere, Ave have a grouj) of

churches which refused to go into the

union of 1934 and constituted them-

selves as the so-called "Eureka Clas-

sis of the Reformed Church in the

United States." My strong assump-

tion is that, since they were part of

the former Refonned Church, if we
had chosen to do so we could have

gone into court and successfully as-

serted a claim to the properties of

all those congregations. We have

not done so, and I know of no desire

on the part of anyone anywhere a-

mong us to do so. Rather, during
these twenty-one years we have con-

tinued to look upon these churches

as, though standing presently in a

schismatic relationship to us, still

part of our fellowship whom we love

and for whom we pray and with re-

gard to whom we have continued to

wait and hope th^t their fears and
misgivings as to the union of 1934

Avould eventually subside and they

would take the initative in reactivat-

ing their full affiliation with us

again.

To sum up the matter of owner-

ship and control of property in the

United Church of Christ, I cannot

conceive any responsible person in

the Evangelical and Reformed Church
attempting to impose restrictions

which never have applied to almost

half of the congregations in oiu"

present (ER) communion and which

denominational authority has been

disinclined to press elsewhere where
the letter of the law might have sus-

tained them in so doing.

6. To a large extent in a very real

sense in actual operation, the Con-
stitiitio7i and By-Laws of the Evan-
gelical and Reformed Church are

"descriptive" rather than "defini-

tive and regulatory" of "the free

and voluntary relationships" between
congregations, Synod and. General
Synod. IlliTstrations of the truth of

this are almost infinite. Each con-

gregation receives from synod an-

nually a "Kingdom Service Appor-
tionment" toward the denomination-

al budget for missions and general

benevolences. In 1954, of approxi-

mately 2,750 congregations, 1,802

paid their apportionments in full or

more. What happened to the other

750? Nothing. Their pastors and
lay delegates to synod continued

eligible to exercise voice and vote and

were subject only to the continuing

program of education and tlie appeal

of the fellowship and the intrinsic

merit of the denomination's life and

work.

There is an "approved" Order of

Worship for both the Lord's Day
Service and for the celebration of the

Holy Communion. But in a city

where, for example, there are eight

Evangelical and Reformed eong-re-

gations, on any Sunday morning if

one could be in all eight at one and
the same time he would find himself

following eight varying orders of

worship ranging from the utterly

"free" to an extremely "high

church" service. And woe to any

Synod President or even the Presi-

dent of the Church who would try to

put any pressure on a congregation

to conform to the
'

' approved '

' Order.

There is a carefully detailed method
of procedure prescribed for the filling

of a vacant charge. Almost unani-

mously that method is followed simp-

ly because congregations have found
it a most efficient way to proceed in-

telligently toward the securing of a

pastor. Occasionally, however, a

vacant charge and a prospective can-

didate come to an understanding and
a call is extended and accepted Avith-

out reference to the synodical Place-

ment Committee. A synod can, of

course, refuse to confirm the call or

install the minister ; and the minister

and congregation Avould thus place

themselves by so much outside the

felloAvship to which they have both

belonged. But actually, in the rare

instance where such an irregularity

occurs the synod, other than fraternal

advises or at most a Avord of AA^arning

and reproof, casts about such a "fait

accompli" a mantle of Christian love,

hope and good wishes, Avhich general-

\y results in redeeming a situation

rather than furthering an estrange-

ment. It has been good to knoAv,

lioAvever, that in case of extreme

necessity the laAv Avas there to resort

to.

These three instances Avill serve to

illustrate something about the Evan-

gelical and Reformed Church Avhicli

at first sight looks like a fundamental

inconsistency, but AA^hich on closer

examination may reveal something of

its peculiar genius. It has a strong

sensitivity to our human need for the

kind of structure, flexible and de-

scriptive though it may be, which

will encourage the fullest measure of

"decency and order" in the conduct

of its institutional life. At the same

time it is keenly aware of a great

hi-tnric. New Testament fact about

the Church and of any congregation

A^'bere the Church is localized, name-
ly : that a Church is not fundamental-
ly a legal entity and institution but
rather a fellowship of people Avho

love tile Lord Jesus and have under-
gone the touch of his redeeming
grace; and that, therefore, the struc-

tures and norms and standards Avhich

they have agreed upon for the pro-

motion of their common life have only
the authority of their intrinsic Avorth

and of the depth to Avbich those Avho

have agreed to them are committed
to them. Perhaps it is this second
characteristic of the Evangelical and
Reformed Church which, more than
any other, sustains the belief that it

and the Congregational Christian fel-

loAvsiiip have so much in common that
they cannot afford to remain apart
and that to do so vA'ould be little short
of sacrilege and apostasy.

EVANGELISM IS BASIC.
(Continued from page 6.)

What a tragedy Avhen men are lost

!

When a ship is lost at sea, or the lives

of men are in danger, we use all

available men and equipment. Thou-

sands of dollars and many hours of

labor are spent for their rescue, and
no one complains or counts the cost.

May God help us Avho are Christians

to hear the cry of those Avho are lost

on the sea of life, and may Ave spare
no time or talent in effort to rescue
the perishing. We need to rededi-

cate our all to Christ. And let us

remember that "the act of consecra-

tion is cancelled by one reservation."

I pray that God will give us the
Avisdom to knoAV his will, and the

grace to do his Avill. May we so live

that others can see Jesus in us, that

Ave maA' be a living testimony for

him.

If our efforts at soul-winning are

to be successful, A\e must be in con-

tinuous communion Avith our Lord.
Dr. A. C. Dixon has said, "When we
depend on our money, our teaching,

our preaching, our education, Ave get

what these can do—and that is some-
thing. But when Ave depend upon
prayer, Ave get what God can do—
and what all of us need is Avhat God
can do"

Let us begin now to continue the

work of special evanj^elistic services

in our churches. Let us pray as if

everything depended upon God, and
let us work as if everything depend-
ed on us.
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The Christian Orphanage
John G. Truitt, Superintendent

Dear Friends:

The need has arisen for a clmrch

building at Elon College. A very

loyal membership is arousiixg itself

to that need, with the aid of the col-

lege, the town and eommnnity and

the members of the orphanage fami-

ly. Our college has generously pro-

vided for our commujiit.v chureli

across the years. Time was when

everyone, or practically everyone in

this community, Avas of the college or

very closely connected with it. It

was a constructive and generous

thing for the little community.

Time has arrived when a rapidly

aroAving community spreads itself all

the way to Burlington on the east and

to Gibsonville on the west. Wliole

sizeable developments are found now

also on the north and to the south.

Many people live in the community

and environs who look for a church.

Two other denominations are now

building and growing in our midst

and their churches alert us to a spe-

cific need. And they will emphasize

that need as the next few years will

definitely demonstrate.

For several years now the Elon

College Community Church has been

planning and looking forward to

this time. The whole church mem-
bership is in a drive for funds.

The jieople who read this letter

will be interested to know that the

orphanage children are receiving at

their regular Wednesday night ser-

vices in the Holt Memorial Chapel

an offering from their own spending

money for the new church. Mem-
bers of the orphanage staff and their

families are making their pledges and
contributions. A spirit of harmony
and happiness prevades us all.

Ours is a grave responsibility. We
want the church building to be not

only large enough to accommodate
the community, the college and the

orphanage and the convention office

personnel and their families, and
visitors to your conference, Moon-
elon, but at the same time it must be

in keeping with the dignity and beau-

ty of oar college and town.

We know here that all of you are

proud of our college, our orphanage,

oar convention office and its staff

and your conference center, Moon-
elon. We want you to be proud of

our church, and our sacrifices and de-

votion which will be needed to make
that church possible. We also know
that there will be ways whereby
many of you will help us.

Our whole community is on the

upward look. We are striving to

make every part of it more beauti-

ful. And we are beginning with our

own spirits and our attitudes. We ap-

preciate your help in so m.any ways.

John G. Truitt,

Superintendent

.

REPORT FOR MARCH 21, 1956.

Sunday School Monthly Offerings.

Amount brought forward $ 4,285.49

Eastern N. C. Conference:

Fayett^ville $ 2.00

Morrisville 4.71

Shallow Well 20.00

26.71

Eastern Virginia Conference:

Eure $20.00

Newport News S. S 16.37

Norfolk, First 13.00

Portsmoutli, First 41.50

90.87

N. 0. and Va. Conference:

Apple's Chapel $25.00

Durham 98.00

Durham S. S 29.95

(Jreensboro, First 62.80

Mt. Zion 17.94

Tryon 70.00

Lynchburg 6.50

310.19

Western N. O. Conference:

Pleasant Union $19.55

Pleasant Hill 175.00

Seagrove 5.00

199.55

Virginia Valley Conference:

New Hope S. S $17.50
17.50

Total $ 644.82

Grand total $ 4,930.31

Special Offerings.

Amount brought forward .... $ 5,841.51

Miss Gertrude Herring,

Eifhmond, Va $ 5.00

Premium Associates, Inc.,

for coupons 127.17

Lawrence S. Holt Trust

Fund 150.00

Woman's Fellowship of

Damascus Church 25.00

WOman's Auxiliary, First

Christian Church, Bur-

lington, N. C, for Eas-

ter shoes 172.90

Mr. & Mrs. J. H. Alford,

Tarboro, N. C 5.00

Woman's Aux. and Cub
Pack No. 452, Kirkland

Cong. Ch., Kirkland,

Washington 5.68

Women's Miss. Soc, Au-
liurn Christian Cliurch 10.00

Long's Cliapel Miss. Soc,

Easter gift 5.00

In Memory of William H.

Jones 5.00

In Memory of William H.
Jones 5.00

In Memory of J. P. Lee 5.00

In Memory of William H.

Jones 10.00

In Memory of W. E. Duke 5.00

In Memoiy of William H.

Jones 10.00

Special gifts 30.00

576.75

Grand total $ 6,418.26

Total for the week $ 1,221.57

Total for tlie year $11,348.57

When a man says money can do

anything, that settles it; he hasn't

any.

—

Ed. Howe.

MEMORIAL GIFTS
"Instead of Flowers"

Or. John G. Truitt

Christian Orphanage

Elon College, N. C.

Dear Dr. Truitt:

Please acknowledge the enclosed % as a memorial gift

sent to the Christian Orphanage in lieu of Howers in memory of:

(Name of Deceaied) (City) (Date of Death)

( Survivor to be Written ) ( Addreaa

)

Name
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In Memoriam

JONES.

William Henry Jones, aged 80, died at

his home in Franklin, Virginia, March 14,

1956, of a cerebral hemorrhage. He was a

native of Nansemond County, but had made
his home in Franklin for 60 years, where he

operated the Jones Drug Company. He was

a member of the Franklin Congregational

Gliristian Church and served his church as a

deacon for many years.

Mr. Jones married Miss Myrtle Tall, who
preceded him in death in August of 1955.

He is survived by one son, William Tall

Jones; one daughter, Mrs. Shirley Eebecca

Jones; one sister, Mrs. Gabie Jones Howell;

and one brother, Elijah Phillip Jones, all of

Franklin; three grandchildren, and a num-
ber of nieces and nephews.

Funeral services were held in the Frank-

lin Congregational Cliristian Church, Friday

morning, March 16. The Eev. Harvey L.

Carnes, pastor of thhe Church, the Eev. W.
A. Grissom, former pastor of the church,

and Dr. John G. Truitt of Elon College, N.

C, conducted the services. Interment was in

Popular Springs Cemetery, Franklin.

LEE.

John Patric Lee, aged 79, died from a

heart attack at Obici Hospital, Suffolk, Va.,

March 13, 1956. He was a prominent busi-

ness man of Suffolk, and for many years

was a member of the Suffolk Christian

Church.

Mr. Lee was a native of Isle of Wight
County, the son of Albert T. and Mary
Copeland Lee, and was born at Lee's Mill,

near Franklin. He was graduated from
Elon College and took a degree in law at the

University of Virginia. He was superin-

tendent at Suffolk for the Portsmouth Water
Department for 30 years and for the past

25 years had operated a real estate agency

. He is survived by his wife, Mrs. Mary
Atkins Lee; a sister, Mrs. J. A. Williams of

Franklin; and two nieces, Mrs. Everett E.

Bryant and Miss Dorothy Williams, both of

Franklin.

Funeral services were held at the I. 0.

Hill and Company funeral home, Thursday,

March 15. The Eev. George D. Alley, pas-

tor of the Suffolk Christian Church and the

Eev. Walter Whichard, rector of St. Paul's

Episcopal Church were the officiating minis-

ters. Burial was in Poplar Springs Ceme-
tery, at Franklin.

GODWIN.

Where-as God in his infinite wisdom and
mercy removed from our midst our dearly

beloved deacon and past Sunday School

Superintendent and church treasurer (in

which capacity he served for several years)

Mr. John T. Godwin on November 7, 1955.

We the members of Antioch Christian

Church wish to express our appreciation of

him in the following resolutions.

1. Where as, that we bow in humble sub-

mission to him that doeth all things well,

and give thanks for the life and faithful

service that he rendered to the church and
community.

2. That iu the going of our beloved dea-

con, the church has lost one of the best, but

our loss is heavens gain.

3. That we keep in lasting rememberance
the high Cliristian Standards of service,

kindness, unselfishnes and joyfulness that

were in his daily living.

4. That we extend to his family that

ministered to him so faithfully during his

illness and commend them to our heavenly

father who said, "Let not your heart be

troubled."

5. That a copj' of these resolutions be

sent to The Christian Sun, a copy be sent to

the family, a copy be recorded in our church

records.

Mrs. W. E. GAEEISON,
Mrs. W. K. SAUNDEES,

Committee.

OVER 22,000 ATTEND SERVICES
IN NORTH CAROLINA.
(Continued from page 3.)

Robert Bennett, D. W. Shepherd;

Bethel, T. B. Sutton, Billy Joyner

;

Burlington, First, H. E. Robinson,

Redd Turner ("Presby.)
;
Burlington,

Beverly Hills, W. W. Snyder, Wayne
Fonts (ER)

;
Burlington, Lakeview,

Guy H. Veazey, (same)
;

Concord,

T. D. Sutton, Clyde 0. Koon; Greens-

boro, First, W. E. Wisseman, W. J.

Andes; Greensboro, Palm St., W. A.

Rich, (same) ; Haw River, H. V.

Harman, (same) ; Howard's Chapel,

Harold Loman (Pilgrim H.), (same)
;

Ivallam Grove, C. F. Allred, W. T.

"Smell" and "Savour"

Number Nine of a Series

By Dr. Luther A. Weigle.

The nouns and verb which are

translated "smell" in the King-

James Version denote only what is

pleasing; the Hebrew had other

words for bad odors. The Revised

Standard Version retains "smell"

for the verb, and in a few cases for

the noun. But it generally uses

"fragrance," "scent," "perfume,"
or "pleasing odor' for the noun, de-

pending upon the context.

"Sweet smelling myrrh" was an

error for "liquid myrrh," and "the

smell of thy nose" is properly trans-

lated "the scent of your breath"

(Song of Solomon 5:5, 13; 7:8). The
"perfume" which Moses was com-

manded to make was "incense" holy

to the Lord; the commandment not

to make any like it "to smell there-

to" means that none of it should be

made "to use as perfume" (Exodus
30:38).

The term '

' sweet savour '

' refers to

Aladren
;
Lebanon, Robert Bennett,

W. P. Smith; Mt. Bethel, C. F. All-

red, Melvin Palmer (ER) ; Mt. Zion,

T. D. Sutton, Don Lyerly (ER) New
Lebanon, C. F. Allred, Melvin Dollar;

Pfafftown, John R. Lackey, Roy
Coulter (ER) ; Salem Chapel, Robert

Bennett, Dwight Moore
;
Union, K.

D. Register, Mark W. Andes; Wins-

ton S'alem, John R. Lackey, J. T.

Akin; Zion, Garland Bennett,
(same)

;
Berea, Reuben AskcAv,

(same).

Western North Carolina
confetence.

Antioch (R), John Bowers, 0. D.

Poythress; Asheboro, P. C. Lester,

R. C. Helfenstein; Bailey's Grove, L.

M. Presnell, Fred P. Register
;
Ether,

Robert Hultnian, M. E. Taylor;

Flint Hill (R), Avery Brown,

(same)
;
High Point, Gale Brady,

Lloyd Sechrist (ER)
;
Liberty, L. M.

Presnell, E. F. Briekhouse; Needham
Grove, M. L. Pogleman, John Bow-
ers; Pleasant Union, No pastor, Law-
rence Leonard (ER)

;
Ramseur, Gene

Thomas, (same)
;
Randleman, H. W.

Bray, (same)
;
Shady Grove, Robert

Hnltinan, J. U. Fogleman
;
Big Oak,

Gene Thomas, Clyde Fields
;
Bennett,

Curtis Medlin, Zane Moore (Presb.).

Eastern Virginia Conference.

Eure (N. C), R. B. Brittle, (same).

God's pleasure in the odor of burnt
offerings, and is now translated
'

' pleasing odor '

' ( Genesis S :21 ) and
many other occurrences). The word
of the Lord through the propliet A-
mos, "I will not smell in your solemn

assemblies" (5:21) means that the

Lord will not take pleasure iu the

burnt offerings of their solemn as-

semblies. The revised versions trans-

late the clause, "I take no delight in

your solemn assemblies."

The noun "savour" refers to taste

in the well-known text about salt

(Matthew 5:13; Lulce 14:34). The
verb "savour" which at)pears in

Jesus' rebuke to Peter at Caesarea
Philippi means to have a taste for,

to relish, like, or care for (Matthew
16:23; Mark 8:33). The Greek verb
for which it is used means to think,

to set the mind on, to purpose; it is

the verb which is translated "Let
this mind be in you, which was also

in Christ Jesus" (Philippians 2:5).
Jesus told Peter that his mind was
not on the purposes of God, but of

men.

THE LIVING WORD '
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Anent the Centennial Session
of THE SOUTHERN CONVENTION

Union Ridge Church, Rt. 2, Burlington, North CaroHna, May 1-3, 1956.

March 26, 1956

TO CHURCHES AND PASTORS-
Dear Brethren:

The approaching session of the Southern Convention, in many respects, will be one

of the most interesting held in years. The setting will be at the beautiful new Union
Ridge Church, where 100 years ago the Southern Convention was organized. Your pas-

tor will wish to be there, and each church should be represented by its delegates. Del-

egates are nominated by the churches and elected by the Conferences. "Each church is

entitled to one delegate. Churches having more than 200 members are entitled to one

delegate for each additional 200 members or major fraction thereof, provided that no

church shall have more than four delegates." Churches should nominate their delegates

and send the names and addresses to the Conference Secretary at once, if they have not al-

ready done so.

Regarding overnight accommodations and meals, it will be the courteous thing for

those expecting to attend to notify Rev, Kenneth D. Register, host pastor. Route 2, Burl-

ington, N. C, requesting overnight accommodations. If we can get the names and ad-

dresses of your delegates at this office, we will send a card for them to return for reservations

for the meals. No doubt, we will have the largest attendance at our session of the Con-

vention in recent years, so we will vnsh to cooperate with the Union Ridge Church as far

as possible. Those desiring to make their own hotel reservations should write immed-

iately to the Alamance Hotel, Burlington, N. C. There are also some motor courts near

Burlington, should delegates wish to make such reservations on their own.

A most interesting program is being arranged. The sessions of the Convention

will be called to order on Tuesday, May 1, at 2:00 p.m., by Dr. Jesse H. Dollar, president.

Guest speakers for the Convention will include Dr. Albert Buckner Coe of Boston Massachu-

setts, Moderator of the General Council of Congregational Christian Churches; Dr. Jas.

E. Wagner, of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, the President of the Evangelical and Reformed

Church; Thad Eure, Secretary of State of North Carolina, representing Governor Lu-

ther Hodges, and Park C. Erinkley, Commissioner of Agriculture of Virginia, representing

Governor Thomas B. Stanley. Rev. George D. Alley of Suffolk, Virginia, will act as Con-

vention Chaplain.

On Tuesday night. May 1, at 8 o'clock, a dramatic presentation of the highlights of

the history of the Southern Convention for the past 100 years will be presented by the

Dramatics Department and Choir of Elon College. A capacity crowd will be in at-

tendance at this most significant event, and our people will not wish to miss that.

On Wednesday evening at 6 o'clock, two baiiquets will be held—one for the lay-

men and ministers, when the guest speaker will be Dr. Jas. E. Wagner, and one for the

women, when Dr. Albert Buckner Coe will speak to them.

The presentation of reports from the committees, boards and institutions of the

Convention will be in the light of the past, the present, and the future, and the business

session of the Convention will be most imporant. The session will close at noon on Thurs-

day, May 3.

The programs are being prepared now, and will be mailed out shortly, but in the

meantime, please see that your delegates are nominated and that your church is well rep-

resented by delegates and visitors at this most historic session of our Convention.

Sincerely yours,

WM. T. SCOTT, Superintendent.
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N'E'W-S B'R-I-E-F-S
We didn't have any material from

the Laymen's Fellowship last week.

We still haven't explained to our-

selves how their head got on the page

belonging to the children. Anyway
the editor decided he had better get

something' in to put under that head

this week. If you laymen will sup-

port him, he'll fill the page up.

Rural Life Sunday is May 6, 1956.

A special order of service has been

arranged by Dr. Wesley A. Hotchkiss

of the Town and Country Depart-

ment of the Board of Home Missions,

287 Fourth Avenue, New York 10,

N. Y. The cost of these orders of

service is 75e per hundred. Persons

interested in using them on that Sun-

day should write to Dr. Hotchkiss for

a supply.

Mission Film-Strips Available in

Convention Office

'

' The Waking Giant— Mexico
'

'

shows our American Board activities

in school, church and social center.

"This Is Delmo" is the story of

our Home Mission project in Missou-

ri telling about the building project

among the sharecroppers.

These film-strips are available by

writing to Miss Ruth Dunn, Box 336,

Elon College, N. C.

Items from News Letter of Suffolk

Christian Church

"Many of our church people shar-

ed in the celebration of a special

birthday on Wednesday, March 14.

Mrs. H. H. Butler, who is our oldest

member, reached the century mark

on that day. Mrs. Butler received

wide recognition commensurate with

this achievement and was remember-

ed by hundreds of cards and gifts

as well as the best wishes and visits

of all her friends."

]\Irs. Butler is the widow of the

late Rev. H. H. Butler, who for many
years was one of the leading min-

isters of the Eastern Virginia Con-

ference.

"On this same day, Wednesday,

March 14, Mr. and Mrs. E. C. Luke,

204 S. Main Street, celebrated their

fiftieth anniversary with a reception

given by their children, at which ma-

ny of our church people were pres-

ent. We are always happy to give

fitting recognition in the life of our

church to such outstanding occasions

as these.

Virginia Valley Central Mid-Year

Conference

0)1 Thursday, March 22nd, at Beth-

lehem Church, Tenth Legion, Vir-

ginia, gathered the delegates of the

Virginia Valley Central Conference.

In many respects, this was the best

attended and most enthusiastic Con-

ference held in many years. In addi-

tion to the faithful pastors of the

conference, we had fourteen other

pastors from North Carolina visiting.

They were assisting in the Simul-

taneous Evangelistic Services being

held in the Valley at that time. They
contributed largely to the inspira-

tion of tlie conference. The day
prior to the conference meeting, the

ministers, together with the presi-

dent of the conference, Mr. Clarence

Phillips, Superintendent Scott, and
President Smith, had a luncheon to-

gether.

In addition to the visiting minis-

ters of our own fellowship in the

Valley during that week, we had Rev.

Russell R. Myers, of Lebanon, Penn-

sylvania, who was conducting a re-

vival at Bethel Church that week. Hei

contributed much to the fellowship.

The Valley Conference is still do-

ing a fine job, but still badly needs

two ministers to fill the vacancies. We
visited the Wood's Chapel and

Wissler's Chapel Churches, which

have agreed to unite their forces and

to build a church on highway No. 11,

near New Market, Virginia. We are

hoping that this work may go for-

ward in a splendid way. They have

the option on a plot of land, includ-

ing 19 acres, on which they hope to

build a church, and sufficient build-

ing to enable them to entertain the

(Continued on page 15.)
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Laymen and the Church . . .

J. E. Danielcy, Editor, Box 515, Eloa C^cgc, N. C

Eastern North Carolina Conference

Laymen's Meeting

The Laymen's Fellowship of the

Eastern North Carolina Conference

will hold its second quarterly meet-

ing on Tuesday, April 10, 1936, at

7 p. m., in the Wake Chapel Christian

Church at Varina, N. C.

The program will feature an ad-

dress by Mr. Fred S. Royster of Hen-

derson.

The cost of the dinner will be

•$1.25. Reservations should be sent

promptly to Mr. S'am Amos, Rt. 1,

Varina, N. C.

*****
Laymen's Fellowship at Elon

College to Meet

The Laymen's FelloAvship of the

Elon College Community Church

will hold its quarterly dinner meet-

ing of Friday evening, April 20. An
interesting program is being arrang-

ed according to an announcement

from Chairman H. II. Cunningham.

Second Cattle Shipment Goes

to Haiti

Since November 1954, when 21

head of cattle, hogs, goats, jacks and

27,000 baby chicks were given to the

Haiti Department of Agriculture for

foundation flocks, plans have been

underway to send more cattle. This

week 23 head of Barhman, Jersey and

Brown Swiss bulls and heifers left

the Raleigh-Durham Airport consign-

ed to the Haiti Department of Agri-

culture in Port-au-Prince.

The 18 pure breed Brahman cattle

were given by Lewis and Hayes Pat-

terson of Concord, N. C, the Church
Young People of Davidson County
and Philip Higdon of Charleston, S.

C. The 3 Jersey bulls were donated

by members of the N. C. Jersey

Breeders Association—Ray Mayne,
Bounts Creek, Weldon Gaddy, Bilt-

more Farms, and Mr. M. D. Whis-

nunt, Thompson Orphanage, Char-

lotte. The two Brown Swiss bulls

were provided by the Collection Cen-

ter of Heifer Project at Delaware,

Ohio.

This shipment stands as a token of

the century old ties of friendship be-

tween the Republic of Haiti and the

United States and the cattle will

help greatly to furnish needed ani-

mals for the foundation herds for the

upgrading of stock throughout the

country. Lewis Patterson and I saw

the need of the rural people in 1954

and this gift is the answer to the

deep rooted hunger problem still ex-

isting there.

CENTENNIAL EDITION

A Centennial Edition of The

Christian Sun is now in preparation.

It is one of the features of the cele-

bration of the Southern Convention

Centennial Session to be held at the

Union Ridge Congregational Chris-

tian Church on May 1-3, 1956.

The special edition will be histor-

ical, dealing with the organization

of the Convention at Union Ridge

Church in 1856, and subsequent de-

velopment. It will carry the story

of the work that has been done by

the boards and institutions of the

Convention. The regular features

of The Christian Smi will be o
mitted. It will bear the date, Ap-

ril 26, 1956, that it may be mailed

in advance of the Convention Ses-

sion.
,

The Convention edition will be

32 pages in place of the usual 16.

Extra copies will be available at

Union Ridge. There will be no

paper issued on April 19.

Mr. Lohr Younts, RFD, Lexing-

ton, and Mr. J. Lewis Patterson of

Concord, are the "Cowboy" attend-

ants chosen to deliver the cattle on

behalf of the donors, the state com-

mittee and Heifer Project. Younts
represents the Davidson County
young people. Patterson goes on be-

half of the breeders and the commit-

tees. A report on placement of the

animals and care given the 1954 do-

nations will be made on their return.

Carl R. Key.

Ministers to Exchange Pulpits on
Aprils

On Sunday, April 8, several min-

isters of the Southern Convention of

Congregational Christian Churches
will be sharing in an exchange of

pulpits with ministers of the Evan-
gelical and Reformed Church. Those

exchanging are as follows

:

1. Rev. Gaylord Noyce of the Unit-

ed Church, Raleigh, will ex-

change with Dr. Hoy Fesper-

man of the First Evangelical

and Reformed Church, Greens-

boro, N. C.

2. Rev. Julius Rice of our Shallow

Well Church will be changing

pulpits with Rev. Harold Myers
of the new Evangelical and Re-

formed Church in Raleigh.

3. Rev. Silas E. Madren of our

Albemarle Church will exchange

pulpits with Rev. Joseph C.

Hennessey of the First Evan-

gelical and Reformed Church,

Charlotte.

4. Dr. F. C. Lester of our Ashe-

boro Church will exchange with

Rov. John Settlemyer of the Mt.

Hope Evangelical and Reform-

ed Church.

5. Rev. William T. Scott, Jr., of

our First Church, Durham, will

exchange with Rev. Lloyd
Sechrist of the First E. and R.

Church of High Point, N. C.

6. Dr. W. E. Wisseman of our

First Church, Greensboro, will

exchange with Rev. Richard

Cheek of the Heidelberg Church

at Thomasville.

7. Rev. William J. Andes of our

Elon College Community
Church will exchange with Rev.

Lonnie Carpenter of the First

E. and R. Church, Burlington.

8. Dr. Henry E. Robinson of our

First Church, Burlington, will

exchange with Rev. Josh Levens

of the First E. and R. Church,

Salisbury.

9. Rev. W. W. Snyder, of our Bur-

lington, Beverly Hills Church,

will exchange with Rev. Don
Lyerly of Brightwood E. and
R. Church, near Gibsonville.

10. Rev. Kenneth D. Register of

Union Ridge Church will ex-

change with Rev. Wayne Fonts

of Burlington, St. John's E.

and R. Church.

11. Rev. Earl T. Farrell of our

Wake Chapel Church will ex-

change with Rev. Odel Leonard
of the Second E. and R. Church
of Lexington, N. C.

(Continued on page 15.)
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From Strength to Strength
"They go from strength to strength;

the God of gods will be seen in Zion."

Psalm 84: 7.

The 84th is the "Go-to-Church" Psalm. Every

Christian should read it once during the week. It

is superb poetry. If the reader does not have its

message clearly in mind, he should read it before he

reads the rest of this editorial.

The psalmist is saying that he has found the

highest joy of life while worshipping in the Tem-
ple. Among the many blessings to be found by

the worshipper is the renewing and increase of

strength. There is something about coming into

the presence of the Eternal God that stirs the soul

to its depths. "But the hour is coming, and is now,

when the true worshippers will worship the Father

in spirit and truth," said Jesus, "for such the Father

seeks to worship him."

More people attend church during Lent and

at Easter than at any other time. If they are true

worshippers they find that their souls are richly

blessed. It may be well for us to attempt a defini-

tion of the "true worshipper." The man who goes

to church only because he feels he ought to go,, can

hardly expect the fullest blessing. The true wor-

shipper is he who believes that only God can meet

the needs of his soul. He goes forth in faith, in

gratitude and in love. The true worshipper ap-

proaches God with an expectant mind and an open

heart.

Thousands of people are received to membcr-
sJiip in the churches at Easter. They are entering

a new phase of spiritual growth. Their continuing

development depends on keeping in constant touch

with the Spirit of God through Jesus Christ the

Lord. Reading of the Scriptures, meditation and
prayer are potent means of grace that should reach

their climax in the worship service of the church

on the Lord's day. Christians do not live in a

vacuum. They are members of the living Body
of Christ.

The individual Christian is responsible for his

own spiritual development. He also shares with

all other Christians the responsibility for carrying

tlie Gospel of Christ to all the world. His first

witness for Christ is through his faithful attendance

of the church of which he is a member. The local

church is not a true church of Christ unless it has

a world-wide vision of what Christ seeks to do for

all men.

Christians are challenged to believe that the

power which raised up Jesus from the dead, can

quicken the spirits of men and make them living

witnesses of the power of God unto salvation. It

is a power which glorifies human life, and through

human living reveals the grace of Jesus Christ.

"They go from strength to strength."

Faith That Looks Forward to Pentecost
Easter is at hand. This is being written on

Good Friday. Last evening Christians gathered in

churches to receive the Sacrament of Holy Com-
munion and to recall again what was said and

done in the Upper Room at Jerusalem as Jesus cel-

ebrated the Passover with his disciples and institut-

ed the Memorial Meal. Easter Sunday brings anew
the joyous message of the Resurrection.

The churches of the Southern Convention have

engaged in a carefully prepared program whose
main emphasis has been evangelistic. Two features

of the program were especially notable. The lay

visitation set the evangelistic task in a new per-

spective; and the Virginia ministers' preaching in

the North Carolina churches, with the North Car-

olina ministers' preaching in the Virginia churches,

was both inspiring and inspired.

Easter this year should mean more to our peo-

ple than it has ever meant before. Future months
and future years should bring a continuing harvest

from such a sowing of the "good seed" of the Word.
"To be continued" should be written at the end

of the record of each church's attainments.

The Resurrection kindled a lively hope in the

hearts of the disciples. They had been overwhelm-

ed by the crucifixion and death of their Lord. Their

sorrow blotted out everything else from their minds.

The news that Jesus was risen from the dead set

them to remembering all that Jesus had told them.

He had said that he must go away, but that the

Holy Spirit would come unto them and reveal the

meaning of all things.

Jesus had also said, "But you shall receive pow-
er when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and

you shall be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all

Judea and Samaria and to the end of the earth."

They immediately began to prepare for the com-

ing of the Holy Spirit. Their preparation should

be our example.

They believed that all which Jesus had prom-
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ised would be fulfilled. It was to be fulfilled in

their own lives. They accepted the responsibility.

The word of Jesus was sufficient for them.

They obeyed the commandment of Jesus to

tarry in Jerusalem until the Holy Spirit should

come to them. They dared not act until they were

sure of the divine presence.

They waited and prayed until they were all

"of one accord." When they were truly "one in

Christ," on the day of Pentecost, "they were all

filled with the Holy Spirit."

Christ's Church is the Bodv in which the Holy
Spirit does his perfect work. Every Easter should

be followed by a Pentecost.

CONVENTION SPEAKERS
The Rev. Dr. James E. Wagner

Will Speak at Centennial

Session of Convention

The Rev. James E. Wag'ner, D. D.,

LL. D., Th. D., President of the E-

vangelical and Reformed Church,

and Vice-President of the National

Council of Churches of Christ in the

U. S. A., will address the Centennial

Session of the Southern Convention

on Wednesday morning, May 2, on

the subject, "What Is a Church."

He will also be the speaker at the

Laymen's Banquet on Wednesday
evening, using as his subject, "Hold-
ing: the World Together."

Dr. Wag'ner was born on ^lay 16,

1900, at Royer, Penn., son of Ray-

mond C. and the late Callie Fegley

Wagner.
He was married on October 30,

1923, to the former Miss Ruth D.

Felty, of Elizabethtown, Penn., and
they have one daughter, Callie Ruth.

Dr. Wagner was at one time a re-

porter on TJxc Hari-isburg (Pa.) Tel-

egraph, and from 1937 lo 1953, he

wrote a weekly column, "As I See

Life," in the Lancaster Advertise)-.

He held pastorates in the North

Street Church of God at Harrison-

burg, Pa., 1922-31; and at St. Peter's

Evangelical and Reformed Clmrch,

Lanca-ster, Pa., 1931-53. He was, on

June 19, 1953, elected to a si.x-yeav

term as President of the denomina-

tion.

He graduated from Findlay Col-

lege, Findlay, Ohio, A. B., in 1921,

and received his B. D. from Evangel-

ical and Reformed Theological Semi-

nary, Lancaster, Pa., in 1931. He
did graduate study at Lebanon Val-

ley College, Columbia University,

and Union Theological Seminary in

New York. He received his D. D.

from PYanklin and Marshall College,

Lancaster, Pa., in 1943 ; his LL. D.

from Ursinus College, in 1953, and

Th. D., in 1955, from the Reformed
Theological Academy of Budapest,

Hungary.
He has served as part-time instruc-

tor in Bible and Religion at Franklin

and Marshall Academy, part-time

director of pviblic relations at Fraiik-

DR. JAMES E. WAGNER

lin and Marshall College, and acting

l)rofessor of Practictl Theology at the

Evangelical and Reformed Seminary.

Dr. Wagner is a Mason, a Knight

Templar, a member of the Consistory,

and a Shriner.

DR. ALBERT BUCKNER COE

Dr. Albert Buckner Coe to Address

Southern Sonvention at Its

Centennial Session

Di-. Albert Buckner Coe of Boston,

]\lass., nationally known church lead-

er and ]\Ioderator of the General

Council of Congregational Christian

Churches, will speak at the Centen-
nial Session of the Southern Conven-
tion, to be held at Union Ridge Con-

gregational Christian Church, Route
2, Burlington, N. C, May 1 - 3, 1956.

Dr. Coe will address the Conven-
tion on Tuesday afternoon on the
subject,

'

' Our :Mission in the World. '

'

On Wednesday he will address the
Won.en's Banquet on the subject.

"Word Pictures of Our Churches
frou) Boston to Burlington to Ha-
waii." On Wednesday night, he will

l)reach the Convention Sermon ou
the subject, "We are Guardians and
Witnesses of the Faith."

As Moderator of the General Coxm-
cil, the highest honorary post which
it is in the power of the denomination
to bestow upon a member of its fel-

lowship. Dr. Coe is the elected leader
for the 1954-56 biennium, of around
6,000 churches with a membership of

1,283,754.

Dr. Coe came to his national post

with a most unusual baclvground of

knowledge of the different parts of

the Thiited States, for he is a South-
erner l)y birth, has held successful

pastorates in the Middle West and in

New England, and is now Minister

ai;d President of the historic Massa-

chusetts Conference of Congrega-
tional Christian Churches, with its

licad(|nartei's on Beacon Hill, Boston.

.\t)t only is Dr. Coe a member of

a family which has supplied leaders

in tlie Protestant ministry for five

generations, but he has two sons Avho

are Congregational Christian minis-

ters in ^lassachusetts and Connecti-

cut. P^urthermore, two of his broth-

ers arc Congregational ministers.

As a Avorld traveler. Dr. Coe has

visited India and Ceylon, going there

as a member of a special deputation

for three and a half months under the

American Board, and the Near East

aiul Europe in the interests of Relief

and Reconstruction work. In the

spring of 1955, he made a Modera-

tor's tour of the Hawaiian Islands.

Dr. Coe has served his denomina-

tion on the Executive Committee of

the General Council and he was na-

( Continued on page 15.)
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Church Women at Work
With Emphasis on Missions

Mrs. J. H. Booth, Jr., Editor

143 Winchester Drive, Hampton, Va.

"Think on These Things"—Theme

for 1956 School of Missions

Mrs. Henry E. Robinson, chair-

man of 1956 School of Missions has

announced that the theme will be

"Think on These Things."

The theme hymn.—"God of Grace

and God of Glory" or "Spirit of

God Descend Upon My Heart."

The place—Elon College.

The date—Jnly 10-13.

Bible study
—"The Sermon on the

Mount. '

'

We will be hearing more about the

School of Missions a little later. From
all reports this promises to be one of

the best.

Plan now to attend!

Lebanon Women's Fellowship

The Women's Fellowship of Leb-

anon Christian Church met in the

home of Mrs. Ezra Stowe, Wednes-
day night, March 21. A most inter-

esting program was given by Mrs.

Carlton Scott on "My Christian Vo-

cation." The program closed with a

prayer.

A committee was appointed to plan

the program for May Fellowship Day
to be observed on May 4th. At the

close of the meeting the hostess serv-

ed refreshments.

Mrs. Ezra Stowe,

Reporter.

Mrs. Ed Loeb Reviews "Hope

Rises from the Land" for

Albermarle Women
The circles of the Women's Fel-

lowship of the Albemarle Congrega-
tional Christian Church met in a

joint meeting on Thursday night,

March 22, at the church. Mrs Lena
Sells, president of the group, presid-

ed. The group sang "The Light of

the World is Jesus" as the opening
hymn. The scripture was read re-

sponsively after which Mrs. Madren
led in prayer. Mrs. Sells then intro-

duced Mrs. Ed Loeb, a former mem-
ber of the Albemarle church, who
reviewed our foreign missions book,

Hope Bises from the Lancl Jt was a

most interesting review and every-

one enjoyed it very much.

During the business session Mrs.

Sells announced the date of our

spring rally and also asked us to be

planning to send some delegates to

the school of missions. She present-

ed a life membership to Mrs. C. C.

IMauldin, a deserving member, and
also presented a memorial in memory
of Mrs. E. W. Freeman.

After the closing prayer the group
adjourned to the basement of the

church for refreshments which were
served by the social chairman of

each circle.

The Albemarle Avomen are doing a

great deal of work, but request the

"John Three Sixteen"

FOR GOD—the Lord of earth and heaven,

SO LOVED—and longed to see forgiven,

THE WORLD^—in sin and pleasure mad,

THAT HE GAVE—the greatest gift he
had—

HIS ONLY SON—to take our place;

THAT WHOSOEVER—Oh, what grace!

BELIEVETH—placing simple trust

IN HIM—the righteous and the just,

SHOULD NOT PERISH—lost in sin,

BUT HAVE ETERNAL LIFE—in him.

—Selected.

prayers of all the churches that we
may do a greater work for our Lord
and Master.

Mrs. M. H. Troutman,
Reporter.

Treasurer's Report

The folloAAing is the Quarterly Re-

port—1st Year, 4th Quarter, Bien-

nium 1955-1957—of the Treasurer of

the Women's Fellowship of the

Southern Convention of Congrega-

tional Christian Churches

:

EEOETPTS.
N. C. Women's Fellowship:

Women $2,890.68

Juniors 55.13

Ora-llc Roll 39.61

$ .3,985.42

Valley of Virginia Women's Fellowship:

Women $ 321.00

Younug People ....... 19.50

. 340.50

Eastern Va. Women's Fellowship:

Women $2,523.05

Juniors 60.42

Cradle EoU 17.25

$ 2,600.72

Total receipts $ 6,926.64

DISBUESEMENTS.
Home Missions G. F. $1,393.40

Woman's Gift (Special) 142.65

History Eoom (Special) 20.55

Christian Orphanage . 10.00

$ 1,566.60

Foreign Missions G. F. $1,393.40

Thank Offering (Ch.

Bklg. in S. Africa) . 3,163.34

Cent-A-Meal 14.30

A. Pappas, Eachanya-
puram School 9.00

4,580.04

(Tieck to W. L. Cooper, Tr., So.

Convention Cong. Ch $ 6,146.64

Check to Mrs. W. V. Leathers,

Tr., Women's Fellowship of

So. Con. Cong. Ch. (6 Life

Memberships and 2 Memorials 80.00

Total disbursements $ 6,226.64

Cash retained in bank 700.00

$ 6,926.64

Respectfully submitted,

Mrs. W. V. Leathers,

Treasurer.

By Mrs. J. S. Rollings, Sr.

Financial Report

Following is the Financial Report

of the North Carolina Fellowship of

Congregational Christian Women for

the quarter ending March 15, 1956

:

EECEIPTS.

Women's Societies.

Albemarle $ 38.75

Amelia 5.00

Antioch (E) 2.50

Apple's Chapel 44.52

Asheboro 35.00

Asheville 150.00

Auburn 8.00

Berea 20.00

Bethel 8.00

Beulah 18.00

Burlington, Beverly Hills 29.20

Burlington, First Church 448.00

Burlington, Lakeview Com-
munity 5.00

Carolina 5.00

Concord 5.00

Danville, Viginia, Third

Avenue 12.00

Durham 68.75

Elon College Community 165.80

Ether 5.00

Fayetteville, Eutaw Com-
munity 31.67

Flint Hill (E) 12.15

Grace's Chapel 5.00

Greensboro, Calvary 25.00

Greensboro, First Church 126.00

Greensboro, Palm Street . 24.50

Hank's Chapel:

Bertha Eiddle Circle . . 12.00

Edith Thrift Ciircle . . . 20.00

Happy Home 20.00

(Continued on. page 15.)
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News of Elon College
PnEsroENT L. E. Smith, Elon College, N. C.

This Is the Victory

At this writing, we are in the

midst of Holy Week, the last week
of our Lord's life in the flesh. Dur-

ing this week, he was disappointed,

distressed and rejected. He suffered

many things; not because of any

Avrong that he had done, but because

of his opposition to wrong and de-

nunciation of the sins of his people.

The forces of evil were arrayed a-

gainst him. His enemies were bent

on his destruction. He bore heavy

burdens. His future seemed dark.

In the midst of his persecution, his

most ardent followers were turning

back. Thej- were not sure of his

divinity. They were looking for tlie

Son of God who would lead them to

victory as individuals and as a na-

tion. Their faith was wavering aiul

their hopes were dimmed.

He Avas betrayed by one who had

professed affection. He Avas con-

demned by the high court of his day.

He was nailed to the cross, crucified,

dead, buried. The disciples felt that

they were the followers of a lost

cause. They were dispersed, and

went in different directions. Defeat,

utter defeat, seemed certain.

They failed to remember his teach-

ings. They had forgotten his prom-

i.se. The failures, howeved, did not

prevent the fulfilling of divine prom-

ises at the appointed time. The sun

failed, the earth trembled, and the

power of God came sweeping through

the clay that held him fast, that

brought him back to the newness of

life. AVith his Resurrection, hope

that had died away was resurrected

in the hearts of his followers. It

seemed impossible to believe, but they

kncAv that it was he who Avas cruci-

fied, dead and buried, but had arisen

again as he said.

This is the victory, the power of

God that redeems individuals from
their lost estate, sets their spirits free

and bids them proclaim the good
news of the Resurrection and the

power of God to save men from their

sins.

Easter is the hope of raan and the

hope of the world. If Christ be not

risen from the dead, then is our
preaching A'ain and our victory turn-

ed into defeat. He is risen and liyeFj

forevermore.

Improvements on Elon College

Campus

Seeing is more convincing than are

Avritten descriptions. That you may
knov.' hoAV Avork on our ncAV buildings

at Elon is progressing, photographs

taken only a few days ago are pre-

sented in this issue of The Sun. One
is shown on the front page, Avhile the

other two, just as important, are on

the back page. You have no idea

hoAv these buildings change the ap-

pearance of the campus. If Ave were

only clearing aAvay North Dormitory

and Ladies Hall and replacing them
Avith tAvo other neAv dormitories, the

campus Avould really have an attrac-

tiA'e scholastic appearance and make
a most favorable impression upon all

Avho visit the campus or Avho merely

pass by.

The tAvo dormitories that we are

not building at this time Avould com-

plete the present plan and indicate

the maximum number of students

that the college proposes to admit.

Maybe, Avithin a short while Ave shall

be able to complete our building pro-

gram and then begin to increase the

college's endoAvment in order that it

may be more securely undergirded

financially.

We are happy, hoAvever. to see im-

provements that are being made at

present, and look forAvard with a

great deal of happiness to the day

Avhen they shall be ready for use.

When these buildings are complet-

ed, before they may be used they

must be completely furnished. This

is quite an undertaking, and Avill be

an expensive one. We shall make an

announcement later concerning this

undertaking and plans by Avliieh Ave

hope to secure furnishings foi- all

three buildings.

*****
Apportionment Giving

When you compare the reports be-

ing made through The Christian

Sun currently Avith the reports made
one 3"ear, or tAvo years ago as of even

date, it looks like Ave are progressing

famously this year and that Ave are

doing a great deal better. IIoAvever,

Ave are endeavoring to raise the same

amount as last year, and Avhen you
think of the total amount to be raised

to complete the apportionmeiit for

the college, Ave are not doing so well.
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The amount of apportionments for

the college this year is $35,000. FiA'e

months out of twelve are gone, or

nearly half the time has elapsed, but

Ave have secured, including the report

for this week, less than twenty per

cent of the apportionment. This

Aveek's report, hoAvever, is very good

and most encouraging. If Ave could

average $1,000 per Aveek for the col-

lege from now until November, Ave

Avould just about reach the goal.

I am sure that when our churches

realize this fact, they will do their

utmost to reach this goal of $1,000

per week. Together, we can, if Ave Avill.

Previously reported $ 5,159.66

Eastern N. C. Conference:

Pope's Chapel $ 10.00

Kaleigh 26.40

Soutuliern Pines 8.44

Eastern Va. Conference:

cypress Chapell $ 120.00

Damascus 120.00

Dendron 3.30

Liberty Spring 473.00

X. C. and Va. Conference:

Apple's Chapel $ 23.00

Burlington, First 25.05

Gibsonville .' 61.00

Hines Chapel 42.50

Western N. C. Conference:

Ramseur $ 90.00

Virginia Valley Conference:

Dry Eun $ 23.66

Winchester 10.00

Total $ 1,078.24

Grand total $ 6,237.90*****
Declarations of Purpose

Carolina Hall—Declarations

:

Name of Church Amount

Eastern N. C. Conference:

Auburn $ 759.50

Beginning Nov., 56; 5 years.

Hayes Chapel 362.25

Beginning Nov., 56 ; 5 years.

New Hope , 1,048.25

Beginning 1956.

Hope Mills 414.75

Beginning Jan., 57 ; 5 years.

Eiitaw Community 595.00

Beginning Jan., 56; 5 yeari.

Bethlehem 294.00

Beginning 1956 ; 5 years.

Clayton Christian 600.00

Beginning Jan., 57.

Henderion, First 2,308.00

Beginning Jan., 56; 5 years.

Mt. Auburn 1,120.00

Beginning Jan., 56; 5 years.

Martha's Chapel 297.00

Beginning 1956.

Church of AVide Fellowship 2,289.00

Beginning Jan., 57; 5 years.

Beluah 1,137.50

AVake Chapel 4,079.25

Youngsville Cliristian 300.00

Total $15,604.50

N. C. and Va. Conference:

Pfafftown $ 463.75

Beginning Jan., 50; 5 years.

(Continued on page 10.)
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TENTATIVE PROGRAM
OF THE

Centenial Session
(Forty-Second Biennial Session)

The Southern Convention of Congregational

Christian Churches
UNION RIDGE CONGREGATIONAL CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Route 2, Burlington, North Carolina

Rev. Kenneth D. Register, Pastor

MAY 1-3, 1956

TUESDAY, MAY 1

Afternoon Session

2:00 Convention called to order by Dr. Jesse H.

Dollar, President, Newport News, Va.

Convention Centennial Hymn.

Instituting Prayer—Rev. Emory M. Carter,

Youngsville, N. C.

Welcome—Rev. Kenneth D. Register, Host

Pastor.

Response—Dr. Dollar.

2:30 Greetings from the Governors of Virginia

and North Carolina:

Representing Gov. Luther Hodges of North

Carolina, Hon. Thad Eure, Secretary of

State.

Representing Gov. Thomas B. Stanley of

Virginia, Hon. Parke C. Brinkley, Com-
missioner of Agriculture.

2:45 Determining of Quorum.

Recognition of New Ministers, Visitors and

Fraternal Delegates.

Report of Program Committee.

Announcement of Committee Appoint-

ments.

3:00 Worship Service—Rev. George D. Alley,

Chaplain, Suffolk, Va.

3:20 Address," Our Mission in the World,"—Dr.

Albert Buckner Coe, Boston, Mass., Mod-
erator of the General Council of Congre-

gational Christian Churches.

Offering for Convention Expenses.

4:00 Reports:

Executive Board—Dr. Henry E. Robinson,

Secretarv, Burlington, N. C.

Superintendent—Dr. William T. Scott.

Treasurer—Walter L. Cooper.

Mission Board—Mrs. William E. Wisseman,

Chairman, Greensboro, N. C.

Finance Committee (First Reading)—Rev.

James H. Lightbourne, Jr., Chairman,

Holland, Va.

4:45 Historical Address
—
"Our Beginnings and

Progress"—Supt. Wm. T. Scott.

5:20 Benediction — Rev. Melvin Dollar, South

Norfolk, Va.

Recess of Afternoon Session.

* * *

6:00 Fellowship Supper—Social Hall of Union

Ridge Church, Toastmaster, Dr. Henry

E. Robinson.

Laymen's Fellowship—Dr. J. Earl Danieley,

Chairman, Elon College, N. C.

Women's Fellowship—Mrs. F. C. Lester,

President, Asheboro, N. C.

Common Ground in Union:

Dr. H. A. Fesperman, Evangelical and

Reformed Church;

Dr. F. C. Lester, Congregational Christian

Churches.

Evening Session

8:00 Hymn and Invocation.

Report of Committee on Memoirs—Rev. J.

Frank Apple, Chairman, Henderson, N.

C.

Report of O'Kelly Memorial Foundation

—

S. H. Basnight^ Chairman, Chapel Hill,

N. C.

Dramatic Presentation of Episodes in the

Life of the Southern Convention—Elon

College Departments of Dramatics and

Music, Professors M. E. Wooten and

John Westmoreland, Directors.

Benediction—Rev, Clyde L. Fields, Frank-

lin, Va.
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WEDNESDAY, MAY 2

Morning Session

9:15 Hymn.

Invocation—Rev. Wm. T. Scott, Jr., Dur-

ham, N. C.

9:20 Business Session—Action on Tuesday's Re-

ports.

9:50 Finance Committee, final action on Report.

10:10 Report of Survey Committee—Rev. George

D. Alley, Chairman.

10:30 Report of Board of Publications:

Chairman, Rev. W. W. Snyder, Burling-

ton, N. C.

Editor, The Christian Sun, Dr. Stanley C.

Harrell, Durham, N. C.

Managing Editor, J. T. Kernodle, Rich-

mond, Va.

11:00 Hospitality Hour.

11:30 Worship—Chaplain.

Address, "What Is a Church.?"—Dr. James

E. Wagner, Philadelphia, Pa., President

of the Evangelical & Reformed Church.

12:30 Recess for Lunch.

Afternoon Session

2:00 Hymn.

Invocation—Rev. H. Winfred Bray, Randle-

man, N. C.

Rural Church Committee—Rev. James H.

Lightbourne, Jr., Chairman.

Reports of Institutions:

2:10 Elon College—President Leon Edgar Smith.

2:40 The Christian Orphanage—Superintendent

John G. Truitt.

3:00 Board of Christian Education:

Chairman, Rev. Wm. J. Andes, Elon Col-

lege, N. C.

Secretary, Rev. John S. Graves.

Pilgrim Fellowship.

Moonelon.

3:25 Ministerial Scholarships and Loan Fund

—

Dr. John G. Truitt, Chairman.

Stewardship and Evangelism:

Committee on Evangelism—Dr. W. C. Tim-

mons, Chairm.an, Southern Pines, N. C.

Secretary, Rev. Fred P. Register.

4:00 Business Session:

Nominations and Elections, Rev. W. W.
Snyder, Chairman.

Miscellaneous Business.

Benediction—Dr. W. E. Wisseman, Greens-

boro, N. C.

Recess of Afternoon Session.

6 :0n Banquets

:

The Laymen's Fellowship (Pleasant Grove

School). Address, "Holding the World
Together"—Dr. James E. Wagner.

The Women's Fellowship (Union Ridge

Church). Address, "Word Pictures of

Our Churches, from Boston to Burling-

ton to Hawaii"—Dr. Albert Buckner

Coe.

Evening Session

8:00 Worship—Host Pastor and Church Choir.

Music by Elon College Choir— Professor

John Westmoreland, Director; Professor

Fletcher Moore, Accompanist.

Report of Committee on the Ministry—Dr.

H. S. Hardcastle Chairman, Chuckatuck,

Va.

Sermon. "We Are Guardians and Witnesses

of the Faith"—Dr. Coe.

Offering for Share Our Surplus.

Benediction—Rev. M. V. Welch, Bennett,

N. C. *****
THURSDAY, MAY 3

Morning Session

9:00 Invocation— Rev. R. E. Tally, Louisburg,

N. C.

Business Session, Action on Wednesday's

Reports.

Report of Social Action Committee—Rev. T
H. Britton, Chairman, Portsmouth, Va.

Report of Credentials Committee.

Report of Resolutions Committee.

Miscellaneous Business.

11:00 Sermon—Rev. Frank R. Hamilton. Norfolk,

Va.

Holy Communion—Mr. Register and Mr.

Alley.

Benediction.

12:00 Final Adjournment.

Luncheon.
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Page^ for Our Childreti-:

Mrs. R. L. House, Editor, 1045 23d St., Newport News, Va.

Helping Crippled Children

Springtime is a time for giviu^'

money to aid Crippled Children.

These children have a handicap

—

that means that something is wrong

with some part of their bodies. One

out of every eight children now in

your class will be handicapped either

physically, emotionally or mentally.

Do you know someone that is handi-

capped ?

It may be from polio, an aeident,

a weak heart, poor sight, poor hear-

ing, or cerebral palsy. Some of us

who work with crippled children were

talking about manners for children

who are crippled. As we talked we

mentioned most often the following:

1. Don't ask the child about his

trouble. If lie wants to tell you liow

it happened, he will.

2. Don't stare, just act naturally.

3. Never help do anything the

child can do himself.

4. Have a good conversation, it

will help both of you

!

5. Let the child show you what he

can do.

These, I believe, are good rules.

One of the things we often do is feel

sorry for people who are crippled.

This doesn't help us or help the crip-

pled one either. We must accept the

fact that the child is handicapped

a)?cl give him plain friendship with-

out any pity. Along ^,vith this, is a

tendeiicy to over help or over pro-

tect a child who isn't normal. When
we do this, we commit a serious of-

fense against the young person!

Betsey Barton who was crippled from

the waist down, used to say: "It

isn't what's gone, but what's left

that counts." If everything is done,

there isn't much exercise for the

"what's left." Be happy with young

people who aren't so well and strong

as you. -f. J. II.

Prepare to Live

Just before leaving this woild,

Jesus told his followers that he was

going av:ay to prepare a place for

them. The Revised Standard ver-

sion of the Bible reads: "Let not

your hearts be troubled ; believe in

God, believe also in me. In my fa-

ther 's house there arc many rooms

;

if it Avere not so, would I have told

^ou that I go to prepi^re a place for

you? And when I go and prepare a

place for you, I will come again and
will take you to myself, that where 1

am you may be also." (John 14: 1-3

R. S. V.)

The unrepentant person is not pre-

pared to die—neither is he prepared

to live—to live here or hearafter. We
must first be prepared to live here,

before we can expect to live happily

hereafter. Heaven is a place pre-

pared for those who are prepared for

it. There are countless numbers, no

doubt, who seem to think that, if only

they could get to heaven, where there

is supreme joy and happiness, they

would be happy, regardless of the

life they may have lived here on

earth. Jesus never taught anyone to

believe that. All through his life he

made it plain that happiness in the

life beyond the grave is conditioned

upon the way we live here.

Immortality Entails Responsibility.

The responsibility that immortali-

ty lays on the individual is well sum-

med up by Dr. Charles L. Slattery,

who is quoted as follows: "Immortal-

ity throws upon the individual at

least four commanding responsibili-

ties : the responsibility to be m.aster

of himself in all temptations; the re-

sponsibility to be courageous in all

the hard places of experience ; the re-

sponsibility to detach himself from

the mere things of life ; and the re-

sponsibility to buckle to himself a

task so great that only eternity is

long enough to complete it. If he

fulfills these responsibilities he has

already passed from death into the

endless life. He already stands firm-

ly in the high and beautiful country

of immortality."

HoAv ca]i we prepare ourselves for

the life eternal which has been pre-

pared for us? Alone, we would be

utterly helpless to prepare for the

glorious life beyond, but, as followers

of Christ, we are not alone. When we
fully commit our lives to God, to do

liis will at all costs, we have the in-

dwelling presence of the Holy Spirit,

producing in us "the fruit of the

Spirit"; "Love, joy, peace, patience,

kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gen-

tleness, self-control." (Gal 6:22-23.

R. S. V.) The important question

for us now is: Is my life fully com-

mitted to God and are these lofty

traits of Christian character being

reproduced in me day by day ? Per-
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haps our best response would be in

the words of the apostle, Paul :

'

' Not

that I have already obtained this or

am already perfect ; but I press on to

make it my own, because Christ Jesus

has his own. '

' (Phil. 3 :12, R. S. V.)

H. H. Smith, Sr.

DECLARATION OF PURPOSE.

(Continued from page 7.)

Lebanon 939.75

Beginning Jan., 58; 10 years.

Beverly Hills 886.00

Beginning Nov., 56; 5 years.

Monticello 822.50

Beginning Aug., 56; 5 years.

Belews Creek 834.75

Beginning 1956; 5 years.

Zion 175.00

Beginning Jan., 1956; 5 years.

Barlington, First 10,000.00

Beginning Nov., 56; 5 years.

Cliurch of the Covenant 175.00

Beginning Oct., 56; 5 years.

Shallow Ford 1,800.00

Beginning Oct., 56; 18 years.

Salem Chapel 740.00

Beginning Jan., 57; 5 years.

Mt. Zion 1,000.00

Beginning Jan., 56; 10 years.

Center 281.75

Beginning Sept., 56; 5 years.

Bethel 1,034.25

Beginning Jan., 1956; 5 years.

Greensboro, First 5,887.00

Beginning Oct., 56; 1956.

Total $25,039.75

Virginia Hall—Declarations

:

N. C. and Va. Conference:

Ingram $ 1,748.25

Beginning Jan., 57; 8 years.

Total $ 1,748.25

Eastern Va. Conference:

Windsor $ 2,841.00

Beginning Oct., 56; 5 years.

Union 2,019.00

Beginning Jan., 56; 5 years.

Suffolk Christian 10,000.00

Beginning Oct., 1956; 5 years.

Total $14,860.00

Virginia Valley Conference:

Antioch $ 900.00

Beginning Jan., 57; 5 years.

Bethel . . 912.00

Beginning 1956; 10 years.

Total $ 1,812.00

Total for Carolina Hall ... .$30,378.00

Total for Virginia Hall . . . $18,420.25

Carolina Hall—Payments

:

N. 0. and Va. Conference:

Zion $ 5.84

Bethel 202.00

Mt. Zion 331.00

Monticello 35.00

$ 573.84

Eastern N. C. Conference:

Wake Chapel $500.00

$ 500.00

Virginia Hall—Payments:

Virginia Valley Conference:

Bethlehem $ 75.00

Bethel 18.02

$ 93.03
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Youth at Work in the Church
Rev. John S. Graves, Editor, Box 836, Elon College, N. C.

Southern Convention P. F. Meeting

The Southern Convention Pilgrim

Fellowship will be holding its Bien-

nial Meeting' this coming week-end at

the First Christian Church, Suffolk,

Virginia. Registration begins at

2:30 p. in., Saturday. The program

will terminate with the Cliui'ch Ser-

vice Sunday morning. Dr. Arthur

Newell of Richmond, Virginia, will

speak on the Evangelical and Re-

formed Church with respect to the

coming merger of the E. and R. and

Congregational Christian Churches.

]\Ir. James Schmidt, president of the

Oliio Pilgrim Fellowship, Avill be the

bann.uet speaker Saturday evening.

There will be an election and instal-

lation of otKeers as well as other

items 1
1' business coming before th^

group. Two delegates and one coun-

selor is asked to be present from each

local group in the Southern Conven-

tion. *****
Christian Vocations Retreat at

Moonelon

A Christian Vocations Retreat will

be held at Moonelon, April 28, 29.

Any Junior or Senior in High School

who is interested in the ministry,

Christian Education or Missions as

a life work is asked to talk it over

with his or her minister and then

write the Rev. John S. Graves, Elon

college, N. C, concerning this retreat.

Dr. James Hess, Elon College, N. C,

a retired missionary to India, will

lead the group in the area of Mis-

sions; Dr. Henry E. Robinson, pas-

tor of the First Christian Church.

Burlington, N. C, will lead the group

in the area of the Christian ministry

;

and Mrs. Vance Pegram, Director of

Christian Education of the First

Congregational Christian Church,

Greensboro, N. C, will lead tlhe

group in the area of Christian Edu-

cation. *****
Class Meeting at Pleasant Union

(W. N. C.)

In February the Friendly Work-

ers Class of the Pleasant Union Chris-

tian Church held its regular class

meeting at the country home of Mr.

Clyde Graves. Nell Yates and David

Scott were in charge of the program,

The meeting opened with Psalm

113 by Ruth Pearce. Mr. Ira Me-
DoAvell, our teacher, led the group in

prayer. Judy Yates read a very in-

teresting story entitled,
'

' Mack Takes

the Car" and a poem. "The Boy."
We entered the business session

with the president, Kent Ridge, pre-

siding. We discussed plans for th''

continuation of our pla^^-, "Your
Church and Mine. '

'

The host and hostess led the group

in several games. Games and de-

licious refreshments Avere enjoyed by
everyone present.

There were ten members, foui- visi-

tors and our teacher present.

It was one of the most enjoyable

nights any of us have spent in a long

time.

Again a big thank yon goes out to

Nell Yates and David Scott for the

splendid hospitalit.y shown us.

Judy Yates,

Reporter.
-# * * *

Amelia Youth Fellowship

(E. N. C.)

The Youth FelloAvship of Amelia

Church has taken a project in which

they are buying a projector and
screen. To help raise funds to buy
this projector we had a Box Party.

At this we brought fancy boxes to

be sold at auction. We also had a

beauty contest and cal^^e Avalk. We
enjoyed it very mueli and made
enough money to make the doAvn pa.y-

ment. In the future we plan to

sponsor similar activities to help us

on our project. We have received

our projector and screen and are en-

joying it a lot. We hope it will help

our program planning.

Betsy Pulley,
Reporipr.

News from Bethlehem Christian

Church (Nansemond)

As I told you last quarter, our

Youth Fellowship is really progres-

sing and we are very proud of it. t

wou.ld like to tell you some of the

things which we have accomplished

this quarter.

First, we fed the Rnritans and

made quite a profit. Everyone en-

joyed the fun and fellowship of
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working together as Christian young
people. Next on our list we had the

pleasure of visiting the new St.

Mary's Catholic Church. Father

Leach told us many interesting

things about the Catholic Church and
their religion, lie also told us about

the many symbols which were in the

church and what each one stood for.

When we were ready to leave. Fa-

ther Leach invited all of us to come

to Sundaj^ morning Mass whenever

we could.

We also ])aid an annual visit to

the Jewish Synagogue on the fifth of

February. Many of us had been

there before, but I think that most

of us learned something new. R;ibbi

Kantor told us the reasons for the

symbols in the synagogue and why
only the Rabbi was allowed to chant

from the scroll which was Avritten on

the parchment. All of us had the

thrill of putting our hands on thf^

raised letters of the scroll, and Ave

could actually feel the ink because

it Avas so thick. Each of us enjoyed

Rabbi Kantor and are looking for-

ws,rd to our visit next year.

Next, we made a visit to Eure. N.

('., Avhere a teen-age girl, Paulette

Felton, taught us the mission study

book, "The World Upside DoAvn."

We were really amazed at the avou-

derful memory of this talented young

person.

We have been singing in the choir

exery fourth Sunday, and on Palm
Sunday Ave sang the anthem, "The
Palms." We would like to express

our gratitude of love and apprecia-

tion to Miss Ruth Anna Ford for

hcljnng us Avith the anthem. Sh"

really did a SAvell job.

We have just sent in $30.00 for our

apportionment and $25.00 for our

Work Day for Christ.

I guess this is about all for this

quarter, but I Avill be looking for-

Avard to giving you a report from our

Youth Fellowship of the Betlilehem

Cliristian Church next quarter.

So long until then, but remember,

your Youth Fellowship can't be any
stronger than its weakest mcniher, so

urge everyone to go and support the

Youth FelloAvship, and tell them that

we must Avork hard, liecause we are

the Church of TomorroAV.

JuDiE Edwaros.
Reporter.

EDITOR S NOTE—Bethlehem sends in an

article each quarter to the Youth Page.

This is the goal for the Eastern Virginia P.

F. Wo need more groups to do this in order

to have a good Youth Page, Please send in

au article now,
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Sunday School Lesson
By Rev. H. S. Hardcastle, D. D.

The Courage of the Early Christians

Lesson III

—

April 15, 1956.

Memory Selection: "Graiif unto

thy servants, that with all boldness

they may speak thy ivorrl." Acts

4 :29.

Background Scripture : Acts 3-5.

Devotional Reading : Acts 4 : 1-12.

This is a story of courage.—raw.

adventurous, dans^erous, irresistible,

couquerius^ courage. To read it is to

nurture one's own courage. "Hea^-ts

are then brave again and arms are

strong," if one captures something

of the spirit of courage which char-

acterized the Early Church leaders.

Things were getting out of hand.

This upstart movement Avas gaining

in momentum and in members. Al-

ready three thousand people had

joined the little band of the disciples

of Jesus. And their influence Avas

increasing rapidly. A mysterious

and miraculous incident had precip-

itated a crisis for the "powers that

be," for the selfish, self-i'ighteons

leaders of Judaism. A man, lame

from his birth had been cured at the

word of Peter, the uneducated and

unapproved leader of the new move-

ment. This incident filled the peo-

ple with "wonder and amazement,"

and bade fair to increase the pres-

tige of the little group and to chal-

lenge the prestige of the priests and

elders and rulers and scribes. This

Avas all the more time because Peter

had boldly and publicly accused these

leaders of delivering up Jesus to

Pilate, of denying him, of choosing a

murderer instead of him, and even of

killing him, "the Prince of Life."

And it did not add any peace of

mind to these men to have it public-

ly proclaimed that this Man whom
they had crucified, had been raised

from the dead, and that it was his

spirit of power that had made possi-

ble the healing of the man born lame.

Onlj' a complete change of heart

could deliver tliem from the divine

judgment inevitable by tlieir sinful

act. Something- had to be done, and
done quickly.

In this episode, we see Courage in

Preaching. Read Simon Peter's ser-

mon or his words to the people. Here
was an uneducated, common man,

standing before a crowd of people

and their leaders and boldly convict-

ing tliem of curcifying his Lord, and
calling on tliem to repent to escape

the judgement of God. He was not

an ordained minister, a recog'uized

priest or rabbi. He had no official

credentials. He had no organization

back of him, no "political pull," no

social standing. But he had courage,

law courage, courage born of the

power of truth and an experience of

Christ. And he spoke the truth,

"letting the chips fall Avhere they

would. '

' Every minister and teacher

needs this courage. This does not

mean that we should be rabble-rous-

ers, or established trouble-makers. It

does mean that Ave ought not to be

afraid to preach and teach the truth,

even if it is not pleasant or popular.

People may not like Avhat Ave say,

they may not agree Avith us, indeed

they may not come to hear us, but

they will respect us if we speak our

convictions sincerely and in Ioat. As
ministers and teachers Ave are not

supposed to say simply what folks

want to hear, but what they need to

hear. And that takes courage, lots

of courage.

Then Ave see Courage in Witness-

ing. The priests and the Sadducees

put Peter and John in jail overnight
—"protective custody," the Russians

call it—and brought them out the

next day to glA'e them "the third de-

gree." "By what name or Avhat

power, have ye done this?" they ask-

ed. And Peter proceeded to tell them

that they Jiad done it by the poAver

and in the name of Jesus Christ of

Nazareth, Avhom they had crucified,

and Avhom God had raised from the

dead. The thing that impressed

these leaders Avas the "boldness of

Peter and John." "Xoav Avhen they

saw the boldness of Peter and John,

and perceived that they Avere un-

learned and ignorant men (one ver-

sion translates it "uneducated and

common men") they marvelled;

and they took knowledge of them

that they had been Avith Jesus." It

was rather startling, and terrifying

to these professionals to hear these

upstarts assert, in so many Avords,

that they Avere the equals of any man
on earth. Such a conception and

such courage could have come only

from association Avith Jesus Christ.

And doggone it, there Avas nothing

that these felloAvs could say to I'cfute

the argument, for there stood the
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man himself Avho had been healed.

They really Avere behind the eight

ball"!

So they had a little session behind
closed doors. And they came out

Avith a smart ansAver. They Avould

threaten them, that thej^ speak hence-

forth to no man in this name. That
Avould do it. "Boys you had better

stop this stuff, soft-pedal it, keep

silent, and you wont get into any
trouble." "If you knoAv AAdiat is

good for you you Avont speak at all

or teach in the name of Jesus. " " We
Avill let you off this time, but don't

do it again. Run along now and be

good boys. " That Avas that.

But it Avasii't that. "Whether it

be right in the sight of God to heark-

en unto you more than unto God,

judge ye. For Ave cannot but speak

the things Avhich Ave have seen and
heard." Or as they said on another

occasion, "We ought to obey God
rather than men." Neither threaten-

ings or beatings or imprisonments

muzzled these men and their com-

panions. "They spake the Avord of

God Avith all boldness.
'

'

We all need this courage in Avit-

nessing for Christ. Those Avho are

preachers and teachers need it. And
those Avho are not preachers and

teachers need it too. Again and

again Ave are called upon to bear Avit-

ness to our father in Christ and our

loyalty to him. It is never easy and

often it is hard and difficult and even

dangerous. It takes courage. And
this courage can come only from

companionship Avith Christ and con-

fidenee in Christ. How hard it is

for a young person to stand for the

liard right against the ^asy Avrong

A''hen he is out with the crowd! Hoav

hard it is for anybody to take his

stand for Christ Avhen others are

cynical and callous and profane!

IIoAA' hard it is to espouse an un-

popular cause, to challenge special

privilege, to take sides against vested

interests, to speak a word for Christ

in an unfriendly enviroment! Hoav

hard it is to live Ijy our Christian

convictions in everyday life. Come

to think of it, one of the prerequisits

for Christian living is courage. It

takes courage to confess Christ in the

first place. And it takes courage to

live for Christ, to stand up for him,

to keep our flag flying for his cause.

And this courage can come only

from Christ. Thousands of men and

Avomen, many of them indeed most

of them humble, and average run-of-

mine people, have been courageous

heroes for Christ, not only in drama-

tic death, but in commonplace and
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routine living and humble service.

There have been dramatic instances

of this, Jil^e Martin Luther defying

the Pope's representatives and the

Roman Catholic Church in the im-

mortal words, "Here I stand; God
helping me, I can do no other." But
it has been just as ett'ectively sho>vii

in humble lives and out of the way
places on many occasions.

The Church Endures Persecution

Lesson IV—April 22, 1956.

Memory Selection For unio you

it is given in hehalf of Christ, not

only tn 'believe on him, hut also to

suffer for his sake." Philiopians

107:1-8.

Background Scripture : Acts 6 :
1-

8: 3.

Devotional RFAJUNt; : Psalm 107 rl-.'-!.

The Christian Church was begin-

ning to suffer persecution. We .saA\'

evidences of this in last week's lesson,

when the authorities tried both by
threat and by imprisonment and
beatings to silence the leaders. But
these men liad seen the face of God
and they were not ffraid of the face

of man. The tempo of this opposi-

tion increased, until in today's lesson

we see it breaking forth in actual

persecution. These fellows must be

taught their lesson. They must be

put in their place and kept there by
fair means or by foul. And inas-

mueli as fair means had not availed,

foul means must be employed. Thus
Stephen became the first recorded

martyr of the Early Church. And
his death was the beginning of the

first persecution on a large scale in

the City of Jerusalem.

Perhaps it should be called to mind
that the word "martyr" comes from
a Greek word which means "wit-
ness." In that day a martyr was a

man who bore his witness even though
it cost him his life. Witnessing cost

something. It still does. To be sure

one will hardly lose his life in the

bounds of the Southern Convention
if he bears his witness to his faith in

Christ, and his loyalty to Christ.

But he will have to pay a price if he

bears it unfailingly and courageous-

ly. Let hira take his stand on the

side of Chi'ist in the burning moral
and racial and religious and social

issues of today, and see what hap-

pens. He will be ridiculed, boycot-

ted, ostracised in many instances,

even persecuted. But Christ said

that we are to be his witnesses. There

is a need today for Christian courage.

A Man of Good Cliaracter.

Stephen was a man of good charac-

ter. He was a good man, of honest

report. He was selected as one of

the seven charged with the responsi-

bility of administering charity among
the widoAvs in the Early Church, and

he had the confidence of his fellow-

men. He was devout, a man of faitli,

and a man of spiritual quality of

life. The record saj^s he was "full of

the Holy Spirit, and of faith, and of

power." He had a kind heart and a

eomjiassionate spirit. He was a man
of integrity of character and gentle-

manly spirit. Stephen was a good

man.

A Mfin of Keen Mind.

Stephen was a man witli a warm
lieart, but he was also a man with a

keen mind. He loved God with his

mind as well as with his heart. It is

said that those who opposed him
"were not able to i-esist the wisdom

and the spirit by which he spake.
'

'

His address or his defense before the

priest shows a familiarity with the

Old Testament and a high degree of

skill in orderly arrangement and

logical appeal. Here was a man who
could present his case in a clear

manner and in a good spirit.

A Man of Good Worh-s.

This man was chosen to assist in

the administration of the charity of

the Early Church. With him it was

not a case of dealing Avith numbers in

a filing cabinet, but Avith persons in

need. One may be sure that those

Avho Avere helped by this man did not

feel that they Avere receiving a dole,

but rather that they Avere members
of the family or fellowship Avhich Avas

bearing one another's burdens and
thus fulfilling Christ's law of love.

One suspects that those Avho received

aid at his hands Avere glad to see this

man of Avarm heart and sunny spirit

come to visit them, or to give assis-

tance in such a Avay that they Avere

helped and their pride was not hurt.

Stephen did "great Avonders and

miracles among the people." He did

not confine his activities merely to

giving material aid to the needy ; lie

ministered to their spirits Avhich is a

far more desirable and a far more

difficult thing to do.

A Man of Dauntless Courage.

Stephen had Avhat is sometimes

called "intestinal fortitude" which

is a hijgh-falutin word for "raw
courage." (Athletes have another

name for it) . Here he Avas, a member
of a small, comparatively unknoAvn

group, boldly standing before the

high priest, boldly denouncing him

and his associates, and bluntly telling

them that they Avere stiff-necked and
uncircumcised in heart, betrayers,

laAV-breakers and murders! That Avas

raw courage. He kneAV he Avas taking

his life into liis own hands. He kncAV

Avhat those felloAvs Avould do if they

got the chance. But there he stood,

calmly, serenely, quietly, confidently,

courageously. The Avord courage

takes on ncAv meaning Avhen it is seen

in this pose. And he did it because

he Avanted to bear his Avitness in

Christ's name. Perhaps Avhat Ave

need most is the courage to bear our

Christian witness in Christ's name
Avhere Ave live and Avork.

A Man of Christ-Like Spirit.

It was too much to expect that the

leaders of the priestly circles Avould

take this. And all the more because

they kiicAV it Avas true. They Avould

not even hear him through with it.

They stopped their ears, yelled loud-

ly, and thrcAV him out of the city.

And without taking the trouble to

find Jiim guilty, the/ picked up stones

and stoned him to death. And there

the gallantry and grandeur of thf^

man stands forth in sunny outline

clear. Ea'Cii as they stoned him, liive

liis ]\Iaster he cried out Avith a loud

voice, "Lord lay not this sin to their

charge" almost the exact Avords that

our Lord spoke from the Cross. Here
Avas the Christian act of forgiveness

raised to its highest degree. Here is

the thing that stamped him as one

of Christ's true followers and a

Christ-like man.

A Man with a Guilty Conscience.

There Avas one fellow looking on

Avho Avas not very happy about tlie

Avhole thing. In fact lie Avas quite

troubled about it, althouiih tlie others

probably did not know it. His name
Avas Saul. When they got ready to

stone Stephen they laid aside theii'

long floAving garments, the better t(-

throAv the stones. And tliey laid

them at the feet of this young rabbi.

That young rabbi was greatly troubl-

ed at Avhat he saw. He had been \ (v \

meticulous about keeping every .jot

and tittle of the law, but he had ne.er

found the secret of the peace and

the joy and the power that this clyiiii'

man had. Perhaps he was on Hie

Avrong track. At any rale, the tliiiiu'

haunted him. And it was tlie ge-

ginning of the process that found its

completion on the Damascus road

where the Risen Christ met him and
changed his life.

Based on "International Sunday School

Lessons;" Copyrighted 1954 by Division of

Christian Education, National Council of the

Churches in the U. S. A.
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The Christian Orphanage
John G. Truitt, Superintendent

Dear Friends

:

As I v/rite these lines it is only a

few days until Easter. Our children

are looking forward to Friday, Satur-

day, Sunday and Monday as the

Easter weekend. They will be dress-

ed in lovely suits, shoes, pretty new
dresses and accessories which will

make them very happy. I wish you

could see them everyone. Some of

them will he attending church and

Sunday school elsewhere as they will

be visitin;^; their sponsors. Others of

them will join in the beautiful f-er-

vices here at Eion. All of them will

have a good time and be well cared

for in every way.

It really is inspiring to see how
many people have taken an interest

in the children, and how many lovely

Easter things they have sent in for

them. No child is left out. Several

churches have sent in extra gifts of

clothes, and some have sent special

gifts of money for any child wlio did

not receive Easter things from out-

side.

Knowing the background of each

child here, realizing that each one has

been selected on the basis of their

homelessness and need, it makes me
rejoice to see how well off they are

here. It is good to see the content-

ment shown in their bright faces and

the joy expressed in their thanks.

It makes me glad to know that there

are so many people willing to share

some of the blessings which God lias

given them with these children.

When we have so many to take

care of, to supply their needs, tn

listen to their hopes and desires, to

listen to the pleas of their sponsors

ami tn consider eveiy angle of what

is best for the child and at the same

time please their friends—Avell, some

parts of my job you need not crave,

for it is not always easy. But I have

been here long enough to Ivuow that 1

cannot please everybody every time,

that if I seek to do my work in the

spirit of the Christ, showing kindness

and perhaps a bit of wisdom it will

work out well in the long run. The

results warrant my feeling like that.

I cannot think it is right for these

children to feel depressed, neglected,

unloved. I cannot feel it is right for

them to go to school and church shab-

bily dressed, nor to take a shame-faced

or backward attitude toward life be-

cause they are in a child-caring home.

Nor, on the other hand, can I be-

lieve it is right for them to be pam-
pered, unduly petted and spoiled.

For them it is good to know that

honor, honesty, work well done and
play happily enjoyed, money wisely

.spent and rightly come by is good.

That courtesy, kindness, cleanliness

and attentiveness to duty are qualities

never to be gainsaid or given up. Few
people have everything they want

and it is a blessing if one can leani

it early and have friends and help-

ers who witli kindness and under-

standing point out the right and good

and persuade the children to accept

the same.

Let me thank everyone who reads

these lines for their help and their

kind words. I know that not many
people read these lines, for only a

comparatively few people subscribe

to their church paper—more is the

pity. Hundreds of people, however,

help the orphanage who never read

this letter, and to one and all we send

our thanks.

John G. Truitt.

Superintendent.

REPORT FOR MARCH 28, 1956.

Sunday School Monthly Offerings.

Amount brought fomard $ 4,930.31

Eastern N. C. Conference:

Xew Elam $ 10.00

10.00

Eastern Va. Conference:

Liberty Spring S. S $10.00

Rosemont 125.00

135.00

N. C. and Va. Conference:

Reidsville S. S $68.00
68.00

Western N. C. Conference:

Pleasant Cross S. S. N.N$ 8.68

8.68

Total $ 221.68

Oranrt total $ 5,151.99

Special Offerings.

Mrs. A. M. Johnson, St.

Petersburg, Fla., Easter $ 5.00

Philathea Glass Suffolk Gh. 10.00

(ieneral Mills, Inc., Cou-

pons 16.20

Woman's Fellowship of

Cong. Christian Church,

Chapel Hill, N. C 96.00

Service Guild Circle, Palm
St., Greensboro, N. C. 5.00

Bayside Church, Bayside,

Va., Special 7.50

Reliable Bible Class, First,

Portsmouth, Va 7.50

Miss Vera E. Gilliam,

Greensboro, N. C 10.00

Vanceville Sunday School,

Tifton, Ga 3.00

Woman's Fellowship of

Shallow Ford Church . 25.00

Ladies' Biljle Class, First

C\i. Henderson, N. C. . 25.00

Mr. & Mrs. H. B. Newman,
Henderson, N. C 20.00

Progressive Biible Class,

Newport News Church . 15.00

C. M. Fields & Family,

San Leandro, Calif, Eas-

ter 5.00

Circle 3, Suffolk Christian

Church, Easter 10.00

Rev. & Mrs. R. E. Newton,
Luray, Va 2.00

Isabelle F. Robinson, Al-

bany, N. Y 10.00

Memory of Claud Baugher 5.00

Special Gifts 50.16

327.36

Grand total $ 6,747.62

Total for the week $ 549.04

Total for the year $11,897.61
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VIRGINIA VALLEY CENTRAI.
CONFERENCE.

(Continued from page 2.)

conference sessions. The name of

the new church will be "Valley Cen-

tral Congregational Christian

Church, '

' and being located centrally

in the conference, it can be a fine ad-

dition to our fellowship in that area.

The Virginia Valley Central Con-

ference has as its leaders three fine

laymen. The president is Mr. Clar-

ence A. Phillips, a merchant in Har-

risonburg, and the secretary, Mr.

Clayton Pugh, Winchester, who is a

manufacturer, and the treasurer of

long standing is Mr. 0. W. Andes, of

Harrisonburg, Virginia, in the auto-

mobile business. There are fine lay-

men in other capacities, and the faith-

ful pastors are carrying on the work

in a splendid way.

William T. Scott.

MINISTERS' TO EXCHANGE
PULPITS.

(Continued from page 3.)

Other exchanges will take place

later. This exchange is a part of a

national program of exchanges be-

tween the Congregational Christian

and Evangelical and Reformed Min-

isters.

William T. S'cott,

Superintendent.

CONVENTION SPEAKERS.
(Continued from page 5.)

tional chairman of the Congregation-

al Committee for War Victims and
Reconstruction.

His interests stretch from Talla-

dega College in Alabama and Berea

College in Kentucky to Lady Doak
College, in Madura, South India, and
Andover Newton Theological Semi-

nary in Newton, Mass., for he is a

trustee of all these institutions. He
is also a member of the Prudential

Committee of the American Board.

Dr. Coe has been a guest preacher

in Great Britain and Canada. He is

in much demand as a speaker in the

colleges and universities of the Unit-

ed States. He was a delegate to the

First and Second Assemblies of the

World Council of Churches, and to

the International Congregational

Council in St. Andrews, Scotland, in

1953.

Dr. Coe was born in North Caro-

lina and was educated at Western
Maryland College and Yale Divinity

School. He did graduate work at

Johns Hopkins University and also

studied at Cambridge University in

England.

CHURCH WOMEN AT WORK.
(Continued from page 6.)

Haw Eiver 22.50

Hebron, Virginia 10.00

Henderson 45.00

Hendersonville 12.50

High Point 6.25

Hines' Chapel 20.00

Hopedale 16.65

Ingram, Virginia 19.25

Kallam's Grove 2.50

Lebanon 19.96

Liberty, Vance 50.00

Liberty, Virginia 7.00

Long's Cliapel 12.50

Monticello 20.00

Mount Auburn 24.30

Mount Zion 30.00

New Lebanon 20.00

Oak Level 39.00

Pfafftown 7.50

Pleasant Grove, N. C. ... 7.00

Pleasant Grove, Va 7.50

Pleasant Hill 32.50

Pleasant Eidge (G) 40.00

Pleasant Eidge (E) 20.00

Pope's Chapel 5.00

Ealeigh 50.00

Eamseur 10.00

Eandleman 3.00

Eeidsville 155.00

Sanford 50.00

Shallow Ford 10.00

Shallow Well 110.00
Shiloh 5.00

South Boston, Va., Center 12.50

Spoon's Chapel 6.25

Tryon Congregational Ch.

of Christ 60.00

Turner's Chapel 17.50

Union Grove 6.76

Union Eidge 56.33

Union, Virginia 25.00
Wake Chapel 75.38

Winston-Salem 15.00

Youngsville 32.50
Zion 10.00

— 2,556.97

Junior Societies.

Apple's Chapel $15.54
Durham 14.00

Greensboro, First 14.19

Henderson 9.00

Ingram, Va : 2.20

Union Ridge 12.85

67.78

Cradle Roll.

Apple's Chapel $ 16.68

Asheboro 12.14

Durham 8.60

Greensboro, First 14.19

51.61

Total receipts $ 2,676.36

DISBUESEMENTS.
United Church Women,
World Day of Prayer $ 106.36

Literature for Eallies . 11.65

President's Expense to

Midwinter Council . . 130.23

Expense Account of the

President 15.70

Expense Account of two
District Chm 26.70

290.64
Mrs. W. V. Leathers,

Treasuurer

:

For

:

Thank Offering .....$ 162.01
Life Memberships . . 50.00

Memorials 20.00

Scholarship Grant, In-

dian American Col. 40.00
Cliristiau Orphanage 20.00
Rachanyapuram School

for Girls 9.00
Foreign Missions, Spe-

cial Fund 12.50

Missions, General . . . 2,072.21

2,385.72

Total disbusements $ 2,676.36

Respectfully submitted,

Susie D. Allen,

Treasurer.

"THE LIVING WORD '

"Vile"

Number Ten of a Series

Bii Dr. Luther A. Weigle.

Like the Latin vilis, "vile" may
mean cheap, paltry, or worthless. But
it also means despiciable or disgust-

ing, whether morally or physically,

and this is modern usage. The King
James translators were over-fond of

the word "vile," using it eighteen

times to translate nine different He-
brew words, each of which had a dis-

tinct meaning.—despised, worthless,

a fool, disgusting-, stupid, trifling,

dishonored, defiled, wliipped— and
three times to translate three quite

distinct Greek words. The Revised

Standard Version retains
'

' vile
'

' in

only four cases (Judges 19 :24; Psalm
12:8; Jeremiah 29:17; and Nahum
1:14).

In Isaiah 32:5 "vile person" rep-

resents the Hebrew word for "fool."
"I am vile" means "I am of small
account" (Job 40:4) and "I am de-

spised" (Lamentations 1:11). Bil-

dad's question "Wherefore are we re-

puted vile in your sight 1
' is more

accurately translated "Why are we
stupid in your sight?" (Job 18.3)

"They were viler than the earth"
(Job 30:8) is an erroneous transla-

tion for the Hebrew text Avhich

means "they have been whipped out
of the land."

In the New Testament '

' vile body '

'

means "lowly body" (Philippians

3:21). The study in recent years of

Greek papyri has made it clear that

the "vile raiment" of James 2:2 is

"shabby clothing." "Vile affec-

tions" is not as exact a translation,

either for the adjective or for the

noun, as "dishonorable passions"
(Romans 1:26).
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New College Buildings

April 5, 1956

The McEwen Memorial Dining Hall is to be completed within the next few days



The CHRISTIAN
ORGAN OF THE SOUTHERN CONVENTION OF CONGREGATIONAL CHRISTIAN CHURCHES

In Essentials Unity — In Non-Essentials, Liberty, — In All Things, Charity

Volume CVIII RICHMOND, VA., THURSDAY, APRIL 12, 1956 Nui>''BER. 15
S=

If...

If we could see beyond today

As God can see;

If all die clouds should roll away,

The shadows flee;

O'er present griefs we would not fret.

Each sorrow we would soon forget,

For many joys are waiting yet

For you and me.

If we could know beyond today

As God doth know,

Why dearest treasures pass away
And tears must flow;

And why the darkness leads to light.

Why dreary paths will soon grow bright;

Some day life's wrongs will be made right,

Faith tells us so.

"If we could see, if we could know,"

We often say,

But God in love a veil doth throw

Across our way;

We cannot see what lies before,

And so we cling to Him the more.

He leads us till this life is o'er;

Trust and obey.

—Author not known.
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N-E-W-S
We call the attention of our read-

ers to the fact that Sunday School

Lessons for April 15 and 22, were

published in last week's issue, and

that this week we are again printing

two lessons, those for April 29 and

May 6. This is being- done because

of the printing of the special "Con-

vention Centennial" issue, and so

that our readers may have their les-

son helps in plenty of time. We wish

to thank Dr. Hardcastle for his co-

operation in providing these helps so

far in advance. We would suggest

that you put these papers in a safe

place for reference. J. T. K.

Superintendents' Meeting

The Mid-Year Meeting for Sunday

school Superintendents and assistant

superintendents of the Eastern North

Carolina Conference will be held at

Shallow Well Congregational Chris-

tian Church, Sanford, N. C, Wednes-

day, April 18, 1956, beginning at

7:00 p. m. This will be a supper

meeting, and the program will begin

immediately after the meal. All who

are interested are urged to reserve

the date. Details of the program will

be mailed directly to each Sunday

school.

G. Julius Rice,

Chairman.

Hon. Thad Eure Will Represent

North Carolina's Governor at

Convention Centennial

Thad Eure, Secretary of State of

the State of North Carolina, will bear

ofhcial greetings from Governor Lu-

ther Hodges to the Centennial Ses-

sion of the Southern Convention on

May 1.

Thad Eure, now a resident of Hert-

ford County, was born on November

15, 1899, in Gates County, N. C. Son

of Tazewell A. and Armecia (Lang-

stun) Eure, he attended Gatesville

High School, 1913-17; University of

North Carolina, 1917-19; University

Law School, 1921-22. A lawyer, he

is a past member of the North Caro-

lina Bar Association, North Carolina

State i3ar, and Hertford County Bar

Association. He was Mayor of Win-

ton, 1923-28; Countv attorney for

Hertford County, 1923-31, and a

member of the General Assembly of

1929, representing Hertford County.

He Avas Principal Clerk of the House

of Eepresentatives for the sessions of

1931, 1933, 1935, and the extra ses-

sion of 1936. He was Presidential

Elector from the First District of

Nortli Carolina, in 1932, and Es-

cheats Agent for tlie University of

North Carolina, 1933-36. He was
elected Secretary of State in the gen-

eral election of November 3, 1936,

and assumed duties of the office on

December 21, 1936, by virtue of ex-

MR. THAD EURE

ecutive appointment, ten days prior

to the commencement of the consti-

tutional term, on account of a va-

cancy that then occurred.

He was re-elected as Secretary of

State in general elections of 1940,

194-1, 19-18, and 1952. He was the

president of the Ahoskie Kiwanis

Club, 1927. He is a member of Theta

Chi Fraternity, Junior (Jrder, B. P
0. Elks, president of the N. C. Elks

association in 1946, T. P. A., Member
Board of Trustees of Elon College,

(Continued on page 15.)
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Laymen and the Church . . .

J. R Daniclcy, Editor, Bex 515, Eloa Mcge, N. C

"Money for Moonelon"

To the Laymen of the Convention :

Frequently lately we have heard

men talking about Moonelon. "Have

you sent in your money for JMcon-

elon?" is a question which is heard

on every hand. The answer to that

question for most lajTnen's groups is

"No, not yet . . .
" But more im-

portant than that (and I certainly

want to emphasize that the financial

aspect of our project needs our at-

tention!), there is an indication in

that question which we don't really

mean. Let's thinli; about it.

Moonelon is our Conference Centei-

for the Southern Convention. It is

equipped so that it is adequate for a

good program in Christian Educa-

tion—such a program has been plan-

ned for this summer. Money spent

on the Moonelon project is an invest-

ment in Christian Education—an in-

vestment which will pay real divi-

dends in the lives of our young peo-

ple and children! Where else can

you put your money and have it pay

off in such rich returns.' Parents

frequently say that they wouldn't

give up one of their children for a

million dollars . . . what are we will-

ing to contribute toward their train-

ing at a conference center under the

best of trained workers and a genuine-

ly Christian spirit?

Each quarter we need to make pay-

ments on the loan which was obtained

in order to complete the buildings at

Moonelon. Has your church contri-

buted? Send your pledges and your

money to Russell Powell, Box "0",

Greensboro, N. C.

Thank you very much,

J. Earl Daineley,

Chairman.

« * * # *

Laymen to Meet on May 2

The laymen of the Southern Con-

vention will meet at the Pleasant

Grove High School on highway 49

near Union Ridge Church on Wednes-

day, May 2, at 6 :00 p. m. Dr. James

E. Wagner, president of the Evan-

gelical and Reformed Churches Avill

be the speaker. Select your repre-

sentatives and make sure that they

plan to attend this important meet-

ing.

Eastern Virginia Laymen to Meet
The spring rally of the Eastern

Virginia Conference Laymen's Fel-

lowship will be held at the Suffolk

Christian Church on Sunday after-

noon. May 6, according to an an-

nouncement by President Jimmy
Darden. Southern Convention Lay-

men's Fellowship Chairman Earl

Danieley will speak to the group fol-

lowing the dinner.

MR. PARK CULVER BRINKLEY

Hon. Parke C. Brinkley Will Bring

Official Greetings of Virginia's

Governor to Convention

Parke Culver Brinlcley, Commis-

sioner of Agriculture of the Com-
monwealth of Virginia, will bring

official greetings from Governor

Thomas B. Stanley to the Centennial

Session of the Southern Convention

on May 1.

Mr. Brinkley was born on July 31,

1915, on the family farm in Nanse-

mond County, near Suffolk, Avhere

his father made a living for the fam-

ily from peanuts, hogs and cattle.

He attended public schools in Nan-

semond County and Randolph j\Iacon

Academy, Bedford, Virginia, where

he graduated with the class of 1933.

He attended Virginia Polytechnic

Institute at Blacksburg, receiving a

B. S. degree in animal husbandry in

1937.

In the summer of that year his

father died, and he took over man-
agement and operation of the fam-

ily farm. In May, 1941, he became
county agent of Nansemond County,

serving until 1946, when he became
executive secretary of the Association

of Virginia Peanut and Hog Grow-
ers.

In March, 1950, he was appointed

Virginia Commissioner of Agricul-

ture. At 34, he was one of the j'-oung-

est men ever appointed to head a

major State departmeiit, and at the

time was the youngest commissioner

of agriculture in the United States.

During his second year in office,

he was elected to the executive com-

mittee of the National Association of

Commissioners, Secretaries and Di-

rectors of Agriculture, and now he

serves as its secretary-treasurer.

Businessman as well as farmer, he

has been a member of the board of

directors of tiie Bank of Whaleyville,

in Nansemond County, and a vice-

president of the Holland Peanut Co.,

of Holland.

A Virginian by birth and family,

he is also a Virginian in his principal

hobby, the raising and showing of

bird dogs. He has served as second

vice-president of the Virginia Ama-
teur Field Trial Association, and has

judged some of the larger field trials

over most of the Eastern and Mid-

Avestern United States. He also is

now secretary-treasurer of that or-

ganization.

He is a member of the board of

deacons of the Liberty Spring Con-

gregational Christian Church, Nan-

semond County; Past Master of the

McAllister Lodge No. 185, A. F &
A. M. ; member of Mt. Nebo Royal
Arch Chapter, Sulfolk; Portsmouth
Comrnandary, Portsmouth; Khedive
Shrine Temple, Norfolk; and a mem-
ber of the Suffolk Lodge, B. P. 0. E.

In 1938, he married Dorothy Hol-

land, Isle of Wight County farm girl,

and they have two children, Kaye
and Dick.

Mission Film-Strips Available in

the Convention Office

"Let's Talk Turkey" is the story

of our mission work in Turkey. It

gives a good idea of how work goes

along with out being able to term it

as strictly Christian.

"Dick's Discovery" is the story of

a hoy and the problems he is con-

fronted with in the "big city."

These film-strips are available by
Avriting Miss Ruth Dunn, Box 336,

Elon College, N. C.
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Editorial . . .

Sponsored By . . .

Billboards, as a rule, are easily forgotten,

or remembered with the suspicion that some-

where behind them dogwood might be in

flower. Sometimes, however, their message

will linger in the memory.

One such billboard stands by a well trav-

elled highway, near the edge of town. It

presents a reproduction of Hoffman's portrait

of Christ, and the words: "Jesus said: 'I am
the way, the truth and the life.' " Below, in

smaller letters: "Sponsored by Blank Compa-

ny"
This, as the French say, gives one furi-

ously to think.

The word "sponsor" comes from the Lat-

in, meaning "one who promises" or "one who
pledges himself to answer for another." In

this sense it has an honored place in Christian

tradition: when a baby is baptized, an adult

acting as sponsor professes the Christian faith

in its name and guarantees its education in

that faith.

Then there is the commercial meaning of

"sponsor," newer and possibly questionable:

"one who pays" or "the company that buys

time in return for advertising." This is no

doubt, the meaning that leaps to mind today

when a sponsor is mentioned; and what does

it suggest?

The profit motive, and all its impedimen-

ta. Commercials, with their appeals to envy

(recognized long since as the prevailing sin

in a society where some are obviously more
equal than others) and fear ('will you be rec-

ognized as more equal—although, of course,

not too much more?'). Entertainment, all too

often reduced to the lowest common denom-
inator.

Examine what is so accurately called the

entertainment business, and "sponsor" will

suggest, above all, that odd ruthlessness of

which the timorous are capable. The sponsor

is afraid of boosting a rival by mistake, so, it

has been reported, on a program sponsored by
one cigarette company those who meet with

happy chance may be described as "fortunate,"

and no two-syllable synonym need apply. The
sponsor is responsive to public protest, some-

times to the point of irresponsibility. Herb-
lock has reported the smear campaign that

coincided roughly with the fame of a senator

who shall be nameless. "You could reach

NOW for your favorite blackhst, write a dozen
letters of fifty words, more or less, and tear off

the head of anybody on the program , . . cour-

tesy of this station and the Itsy Bitsy Folding

Backbone Company."

The situation is, perhaps, better than it

was; and there are sponsors in the commercial
field who perform a real public service. The
more encouragement they get from the pub-

lic, the more numerous they will be.

But what do you think of, when you think

of a sponsor?

Every Christian pledges himself to answer

for another, to answer for those who are his

brothers in Christ, and for those to whom the

Christian faith means little or nothing. In

this sense, it is only through the faithful spon-

sorship of all Christians that the work of the

Kingdom goes on. In this sense, then, the

sponsor of the billboard is justified—no bushel

baskets to hide the light for him! The Chris-

tian sponsor must be a witness to the mighty
works he has seen and the work he hopes to

share.

Among Christians, however, there can be

no hint of advertising, no hint that the man
who pays can buy special considerations or

glory. Self-advertising, as Auden has remark-

ed, is the special business of the devil, that

efficient practical psychologist. The Christian

cannot buy; he can only give, for he cannot

even answer for himself. It is Christ who has

pledged Himself, and given Himself, to answer

for all mankind. As we know that He who
has promised is faithful, we know that we are

called to be faithful—without envy and with-

out fear—and to speak for Christ to all those

who pass by. M. A. H.
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Evangelism Through the Pastor^s Class

By REV. THOMAS H. BRITTON
Pastor of Shelton Memorial Church, Portsmouth, Virginia

"Men who will not make God their

Ruler, will make a ruler their

god. A country in which the strength

of religion deteriorates will be taken

over by some frantic messiah. When
we see the worst that has happened

in other lands, we must say, 'There,

but for the grace of God, goes the

United States in one more genera-

tion.' "t This statement by the Sec-

retary' for Evangelism for the Pres-

byterian Church, U. S. A., is a dra-

matically worded witness concerning

the urgent need for evangelistic ef-

fort on the part of churches and

churchmen throughout our nation

and—indeed—throughout the world.

It does not express the basic motiA'a-

tion for evangelism, for the liasie

motivation is theological rather than

utilitarian. But it does point up in

a very vivid manner one critical

reason for "so making Christ known
to men, that each is confronted with

the necessity of a personal decision,

Yes or No. "2

The Pastor's Class, it seems to me,

is a means available to virtually every

church by which the "necessity of a

])ersonal decision" can be placed be-

fore prospective church members at

a relatively early age. Of course, it

should be recognized that the purpose

of such a class is not primarily evan-

gelistic. The primary pvirpose is, in

the words of Dr. Frederick L. Fagley,

"To bring together the boys and

girls for a series of friendly, personal

conferences with the pastor, that lie

may explain in a reasonable way
what the Christian life is, how it is

entered and how it is lived . . . that

Christian character results from li^'-

ing one's daily life in the Christian

way, and that the boys and girls Avho

yield to the spirit of Christ and to

his leadership will find themselves be-

ing strenthened in purpose, purified

in thought and developed in Chris-

tian character. "3 In short, the pur-

pose of the class is to offer instruction,

and the instruction is valuable wheth-

er it results in an immediate deci-

sion or not. But experience has dem-
onstrated that in most cases a worth-

Avhile "by-product" of such classes

iti a decision by many to enter into

the fellowship and work of the church.

Perhaps one of the reasons for the

strength and effectiveness of the Pas-

tor's Class is to be foiiiid in its fle,i-

ibility. It can be adapted to meet

the needs of each church and—in-

deed—the needs of each different

group of pupils within a single

church. There are a few definite

rules which should be adhered to,

however, and some of them are sug-

gested as follows

:

1. Enrollment should include, if

possible, all young people in the

church family who have reached the

CENTENNIAL EDITION

A Centennial Edition of The
Christian Sun is now in preparation.

It is one of the features of the cele-

bration of the Southern Convention

Centennial Session to be held at the

Union Ridge Congregational Chris-

tian Church on May 1-3, 1956.

The special edition will be histor-

ical, dealing with the organization

of the Convention at Union Ridge

Church in 1856, and subsequent de-

velopment. It will carry the story

of the work that has been done by

the boards and institutions of the

Convention. The regular features

of The Christian Sun will be o

mitted. It will bear the date, Ap-

ril 26, 1956, that it may be mailed

in advance of the Convention Ses-

sion.

The Convention edition will be

32 pages in place of the usual 16.

Extra copies will be available at

Union Ridge. There will be no
paper issued on April 19.

age of 11 or 1^2. who are not already

members of the church—wliether or

not tliey arc^ prospects for immediate
membership. Tlie parents of all chil-

dren enrolled should be consulted,

and the purpose of the class should be

ex])]ained to them. Some pastors

make it a practice to invite the ])ar-

euts to attend the class sessions with

their children.

2. As implied in Dr. Fasley's

statemint, the instruction should be

quite informal, and ample opportuni-

ty should be given for discussion and
(|i!''stions by the pupils.

;{. Tlie curriculum slioiihl ini'liidc

ill some form discussion of the follow-

ing subjects: (a) God, (b) Jesus

Christ, (c) Prayer, (d) History of

the Universal Church, (e) Denomin-
ational History and Principal Em-
phases, (f) Local Church History

and Organization, (g) Responsibili-

ties and Privileges of Church Mem-
bers. Throughout the class sessions

the pastor should seek to establish a

friendly and intimate relationship

with the pupils so that they may be

quite frank with him and in order

that he may understand them.

4:. Personal conferences should be

held with each pupil at the end of

the course of study, and it during the

personal conference that the child

should be confronted with the ques-

tion of acceptance of the principles of

the Christian faith and of personal

commitment to the' church through

membership.

The length and number of classes

must vary as local conditions dictate.

It is suggested, however, that the ses-

sions should not exceed an hour in

duration and that less than four

hourly sessions would not give sufi-

cient opportunity for essential sub-

jects to be discussed. Classes, ideal-

ly, should not be too large. Fifteen

pupils in each class would seem to

be the maximum. Small classes can

be very effective. Perhaps the most

satisfactory such class I have person-

ally conducted had only two pupils.

Some pastors have conducted simi-

lar classes, and the practice has much

to recommend it.4 Those who have

been instructed in what churchman-

ship means are certainly more likely

to be effective church members than

those whose education is "accident-

al."

"Evangelism," wrote the late

Archbishop Temple, "is the winning

of men to acknowledge Christ as their

Saviour and King, so that they may
give themselves to his service in the

fellowship of his Church. "5 The

means of evangelism are many. The

Pastor's Class is one means among

the many which many churches have

found to be effective.

1 Sweazey, Geo. E., "Effective Evangelism"

(Harper, 1953), p. 33.

2 The First Assembly of the World Council

of Churches.

3 "Parish Evangelism" (Revell, 1926), p. 79.

4 See Jud, Gerald John, "Strengthening the

Bonds" (Commission on Evangelism and

Devotional Life) 1954, Chapter VI.

5 Quoted by Sweazey, op. cit., p. 20,
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Church Women at Work
With Emphasis on Missions

Mrs. J. H. Booth, Jr., Editor

143 Winchester Drive, Hampton, Va.

The "Pattie Lee Tour" Goes to

Mexico City This Summer

Miss Pattie Lee Coghill will be

with two of the "Trailway's 22-Day

Escorted Tours" this summer. The

first bus leaves Raleigh on June 30,

and returns there on July 21. Pat-

tie Lee plans to leave with this group

and stay with them until they start

home from Laredo on July 17. Some
one else will be in charge then. The

second bus leaves Kaleigh on July 14,

and returns there on August 4. Pat-

tie Lee will join this group in Laredo

on July 18, and will be with them for

the remainder of the trip.

Around the first of the year, 52

persons had indicated their desire

to go on the trip. The buses will take

only 37 each ; so if you are interest-

ed in going you should send in your

name very soon. These trips are not

restricted to women ! If interested

in going, write to: Miss Pattie Lee

Coghill, Ljynbank Road, Route 4,

Henderson, N. C. She will be happy
to mail you information.

Fran Riggs Writes

Dear Friends

:

Last week on Friday we had a real

invasion, but an awfully nice one.

The Heineman family came, all of

them, including little Louise who is

just barely a year old. We bundled
all the small children and babies on

the sleeping porch. There were four

children under five with us there.

The older children, we put out under
the stars in the back yard. And the

men, including two Indian guests,

slept on our front veranda, on var-

ious sorts of sleeping bags or sheets,

on the floor, camping style. The
Heinemans are touring this area, hop-

ing to find a village site in which to

start rural work. He is a technician,

and so needs a place where there is

a certain amount of use for at least

crude mechanical gadgets. He wants
to train village boys to repair and
upkeep of simple mechanical things

that would help improve village life.

Louis, Joy and Martha thought the

occasion was pretty nice. Friday our
tribe and the Heinemans all went
down to the local pond for a swina—

Tuider supervision. Then on Satur-

day we all loaded into their jeep, and
the Heinemans took us to the nearest

beach, about fifteoi miles or so from
here, and we spent the afternoon in

the warm tropical ocean water. It

was so warm that we let the children

stay in as long as they liked, and we
stopped only in order to beat the

darkness home.

The Heinemans speak Tamil well,

and I think will fit into village life

very nicely if they find the right

"The Glory Way"

Now that the Christ is risen,

Now with the darkness gone,

The road lies out before us,

Upward, and on and on.

There are His sandal footprints,

There is His form ahead,

Straight and strong and compelling.

The Christ that they left as dead.

Nothing can dim His glory,

Nothing can stay His feet,

And countless are they who follow
Him down each laiie and street;

And I would be among them,
Along the Glory Way;
I would arise and follow

The risen Christ today.

—Grace Noll Growell.

place. It will be interesting to com-
pare our life with theirs when they
get settled. They eat a lot of indige-

nous foods, and so in some ways have
already adjusted to Indian life bet-

ter than we have. The only count in

which we are ahead is that our chil-

dren—so far!—have been in better

health than theirs.

Cordially,

Fran Riggs.

Eastern Virginia Treasurer's Report

Following is the Report of the

Treasurer of the Eastern Virginia

Women's Fellowship for the Quarter
ending March 15, 1956 :

EECEIPTS.

Women's Societies.

Antioch $ 12.00

Berea (Nansemond) .... 25.00

Bethleheni 84.70

Cypress Chapel 40.01

Dendron 25.00

Eure 14.25

April 12, 1956

Franklin 75.00

Great Bridge 20.00

Holland 40.00

Holy Neck 37.50

Hopewell 5.00

Isle of Wight 25.00

Liberty Spring 55.00

Mt. Carmel 20.00

Mt. Zion 7.50

Newport News 35.00

Norfolk:

Bay View 15.00

Christian Temple 93.75

Little Creek 8.75

Central 20.00

Rosemont 50.00

Oak Grove 9.60

Oakland 25.00

Portsmouth

:

Elm Avenue 15.00

First 25.00

Shelton Memorial 30.00

Eiehmond 15.00

So. Norfolk 30.00

Suffolk 217.50

Sunbury 25.00

Ihiion Southampton 43.00

Wakefield 8.10

Warwick 5.00

Waverly 15.00

Windsor 50.00

Berea, Hardcastle Circle 25.00

$1,216.66

Juniors

Bethleheni $ 5.00

Dendron 1.60

Eure 1.25

Franklin 7.50

Holland 5.00

Holy Neck 5.00

Liberty Spring 6.85

Mt. Carmel 4.45

Oakland 2.50

Portsmouth, Elm Ave. ... 3.00

42.15

Cradle Roll.

Dendron $ 2.85

Eure 1.25

Franklin 2.00

Liberty Spring 10.00

Mt. Carmel 1.00

Mt. Zion 1.00

Oakland 12.55

Portsmouth, First 1.00

31.65

Life Memberships.

Bethlehem, Disputanta ..$10.00
Bethlehem, Nansemond . . 50.00

Isle of Wight 10.00

70.00

Memorials.

Holland $ 10.00

Sunbury 10.00

20.00

Thank Offering.

Bctlilehem, Nans., Jr. ... $ 2.13

Dendron, Women 13.00

Liberty Spring, Women . 75.00

Oakland, Women 2.50

Wakeleld, Women 4.75

97.38

Young People 20.00

Balance forwarded from
Januaiy 236.14

Total receipts $ 1,763.98

DISBURSEMENTS.
Fred Parker, Y. P. Tr. $ 20.00

Va. Council Churches 50.00

Check Book
, , 2.00

(Continued pn page 10,)
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News of Elon College
President L. E. Smitu, Elon College, N. C.

Holy Week on the College Campus

The -usual religious services on the

campus were held during the week

of March 25, 1946. The observances,

however, differed from the usual em-

phasis, this being Holy Week, the

Aveek in which the suffering, the cru-

cifixion and death of our Lord were

remembered Avith fitting services.

On Wednesday morning, at the

chapel service, the Elon College choir

sang the introduction and the first

three of the Seven Last Words of

Christ. On Friday, the last four

words were sung. These services were

most impressive and all who were in-

clined really had a ne^^^ religious ex-

perience. No chapel services have

impressed the faculty and students

more profoundly than these.

On Easter Sunday morning, as the

day began to dawn, Avorshippers came
from all directions to the south-east

side of the campus Avhere the campus
begins to slope, to witness the dra-

matic story of the Resurrection of

Christ and the incidents preceeding

and following the Resurrection. The
text of the presentation was original.

It was dramatized by the dramatic

department of the college Avith Mr.

M. E. Wooten in charge. An unus-

ually large number came for the serv-

ice. The service AA'as unusual and
most impressive. As the sun rose,

the service Avas completed and the

witnesses departed quietly as they

had assembled.

Sunday morning- at 11 o'clock, a

large congregation gathered in the

church auditorium for the Easter

service and a period of worship and
consecration. Our pastor, the Rev.

W. J. Andes, brought a very timely

and helpful message. At the con-

clusion of the sermon, seven individ-

uals Avere received into the member-
ship of the church on profession of

faith and were baptized by sprinkling

at the altar.

Holy Week was fittingly observed

on Elon College campus from Palm
Sunday through Easter Sunday. The
Lord has been good to us. May he

continue to favor us Avith his bless-

ings and benedictions.

*****
South Dormitory Burns

Elon College has suffered a distinct

loss in the destruction of the Soutl]

Dormitory (the old Christian Pub-
lishing House) by fire on Thursday
morning, April 5, 1956. The alarm

sounded at 3 :20 a. m. The Elon Col-

lege Voluntary Fire Department, the

Gibsonville Fire Department and the

Burlington Fire Department all re-

sponded readily. The flames were
brought under control around 5 :00

o'clock, but broke out again in the

roof of the building at 6:30 o'clock.

The inside of the building Avas almost

completely destroyed. The Avails are

still standing.

The insurance representatives have

been on the ground and made a sur-

vey, but have not given a report. The
college carries an overall insurance

policy, and the building itself should

be coA'ered.

This building was erected in 1913

by the Southern Pul)lishing Compa-
ny, a subsidiary of the Southern Con-

vention, as a publishing house. The
first editorial and the first issue of

The Christian Sun published on its

OAvn press and in its OAvn building be-

gins

COPY
Editorial—page one—column one

Elon College

April 2, 1913

"With this issiie the Christian

Publishing Company presents to the

public its first output of The Chris-

tian Sun. ..."

Apportionment Giving

Seldom, if ever, does a Aveek pass

Avithout one or more of the churches

in the Southern Convention sending

a check or checks to the college

through the Southern Convention Of-

fice. The interesting thing about this

plan of financial assistance to the

college for current funds is that you

never knoAV how much is coming.

The amounts vary so greatly. For

instance, last week we Avere able to

report $1,078.24. Naturally our

hopes were high that perhaps Ave

Avould continue to receiA^e an encour-

aging amount. This Aveelv, we are

able to report only $193.63, Avhieli is

greatly appreciated, but is quite a

let doAvn from last A\'eek. At any

rate, these Aveekly contributions help

a great deal and are very much ap-

preciated. If our friends experienc-

ed as much joy in making these con-

tributions as the college does in re-

ceiving them, they certainly would
be greatly rejoiced.

Previously reported $ 6,237.90

Eastem Va. Confereuce:

Spring Hill .$ 4.13

Waverly 19.00

N. 0. and Va. Conference:

New Lebanon $ 15.00

Mt. Zion 100.00

Western N. C. Conference:

Grace's Cliapel 25.00

Virginia Valley Conference:

Bethlehem $30.50

193.63

Grand total $ 6,431.53

* « * * #

Declaration of Purpose

Only a fcAV more weeks now. and
the Southern Convention will be in

biennial session at Union Church at

Union Ridge, North Carolina. In

nialci'iig a report to the CouA^ention

for the college, a section will be de-

voted to the Convention's plans

through the conferences to haA^e each

local church to declare its purpose
to do its share in securing a total of

$300,000 as part payment for Virgin-

ia Hall, a dormitory for girls, and
Carolina Hall, a dormitory for boys.

The churches in North Carolina are

doing fairly well. The churches in Vir-

ginia seem to be a little hesitant or

perhaps they have just not taken the

time to declare their purpose.

We all want this report to be not

only good, but indicative of final

success in this great undertaking for

our college.

May I express appreciation to all

churches that have signed their Dec-

lai'ation of Purpose and forwarded

the same to the college and the hope

that all churches that have not will

do their best to have their Declara-

tion of Purpose signed and forward-

ed as soon as possible that their Dec-

larations may be included in the re-

port to the Convention

:

Carolina Hall—Declarations

:

Name of Church Amount
Eastern N. C. Conference:

Auburn $ 759.50

Beginning Nov., 56; 5 years.

Hayes Chapel 362.25

Beginning Nov., 56 ; 5 years.

New Hope , 1,048.26

Beginning 1956.

Hope Mills 414.75

Beginning Jan., 57; 5 years.

Eiitaw Community 595.00

Beginning Jan., 56; 5 yeari.

Bethlehem 294.00

Beginning 1956; 5 years.

Clayton Christian 600.00

Beginning Jan., 57.

Ilcnderion, Eirst 2,308.00

Beginning Jan., 56; 5 years.

Mt. Auburn 1,120.00

Beginning Jan., 56; 5 years.

(Continued on page 10.)



Page Eight THE CHRISTIAN SUN April 12, 1956

TENTATIVE PROGRAM
OF THE

Centenial Session
(Forty-Second Biennial Session)

The Southern Convention of Congregational

Christian Churches
UNION RIDGE CONGREGATIONAL CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Route 2, Burlington, North Carolina

Rev. Kenneth D. Register, Pastor

MAY 1-3, 1956

TUESDAY, MAY 1

Afternoon Session

2:00 Convention called to order by Dr. Jesse H.

Dollar, President, Newport News, Va.

Convention Centennial Hymn.

Instituting Prayer—Rev. Emory M. Carter,

Youngsville, N. C.

Welcome—Rev. Kenneth D. Register, Host

Pastor.

Response—Dr. Dollar.

2:30 Greetings from the Governors of Virginia

and North Carolina:

^ Representing Gov. Luther Hodges of North

Carolina, Hon. Thad Eure, Secretary of

State.

Representing Gov. Thomas B. Stanley of

Virginia, Hon. Parke C. Brinkley, Com-
missioner of Agriculture.

2:45 Determining of Quorum.

Recognition of New Ministers, Visitors and

Fraternal Delegates.

Report of Program Committee.

Announcement of Committee Appoint-

ments.

3:00 Worship Service—Rev. George D. Alley,

Chaplain, Suffolk, Va.

3:20 Address," Our Mission in the World,"—Dr.

Albert Buckner Coe, Boston, Mass., Mod-
erator of the General Council of Congre-

gational Christian Churches.

Offering for Convention Expenses.

4:00 Reports:

Executive Board—Dr. Henry E. Robinson,

Secretary, Burlington, N. C.

Superintendent—Dr. William T. Scott.

Treasurer—Walter L. Cooper.

Mission Board—Mrs. William E. Wisseman,

Chairman, Greensboro, N. C.

Finance Committee (First Reading)—Rev.

James H. Lightbourne, Jr., Chairman,

Holland, Va.

4:45 Historical Address
—
"Our Beginnings and

Progress"—Supt. Wm. T. Scott.

5:20 Benediction— Rev. Melvin Dollar, South

Norfolk, Va.

Recess of Afternoon Session.

* * *

6:00 Fellowship Supper—Social Hall of Union

Ridge Church, Toastmaster, Dr. Henry

E. Robinson.

Laymen's Fellowship—Dr. J. Earl Danieley,

Chairman, Elon College, N. C.

Women's Fellowship—Mrs. F. C. Lester,

President, Asheboro, N. C.

Common Ground in Union:

Dr. H. A. Fesperman, Evangelical and

Reformed Church;

Dr. F. C. Lester, Congregational Christian

Churches.

Evening Session

8:00 Hymn and Invocation.

Report of Committee on Memoirs—Rev. J.

Frank Apple, Chairman, Henderson, N.

C.

Report of O'Kelly Memorial Foundation

—

S. H. Basnight, Chairman, Chapel Hill,

N. C.

Dramatic Presentation of Episodes in the

Life of the Southern Convention—Elon

College Departments of Dramatics and

Music, Professors M. E. Wooten and

John Westmoreland, Directors.

Benediction—Rey, Clyde L. Fields, Frank-

^ ;

lin, Va.
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WEDNESDAY, MAY 2

Morning Session

9:15 Hymn.

Invocation—Rev. Wm. T. Scott, Jr., Dur-

ham, N. C.

9:20 Business Session—Action on Tuesday's Re-

ports.

9:50 Finance Committee, final action on Report.

10:10 Report of Survey Committee—Rev. George

D. Alley, Chairman.

10:30 Report of Board of Publications:

Chairman, Rev. W. W. Snyder, Burling-

ton, N. C.

Editor, The Christian Sun, Dr. Stanley C.

Harrell, Durham, N. C.

Managing Editor, J. T. Kernodlc, Rich-

mond, Va.

11:00 Hospitality Hour.

11:30 Worship—Chaplain.

Address, "What Is a Church.?"—Dr. James

E. Wagner, Philadelphia, Pa., President

of the Evangelical & Reformed Church.

12:30 Recess for Lunch.

Afternoon Session

2:00 Hymn.

Invocation—Rev. H. Winfred Bray, Randlc-

man, N. C.

Rural Church Committee—Rev. James H.

Lightbourne, Jr., Chairman.

Reports of Institutions:

2:10 Elon College—President Leon Edgar Smith.

2:40 The Christian Orphanage—Superintendent

John G. Truitt.

3:00 Board of Christian Education:

Chairman, Rev. Wm. J. Andes, Elon Col-

lege, N. C.

Secretary, Rev. John S. Graves.

Pilgrim Fellowship.

Moonelon.

3:25 Ministerial Scholarships and Loan Fund

—

Dr. John G. Truitt, Chairman.

Stewardship and Evangelism:

Committee on Evangelism—Dr. W. C. Tim-

mons, Chairman, Southern Pines, N. C.

Secretary, Rev, Fred P. Register.

4:00 Business Session:

Nominations and Elections, Rev. W. W.
Snyder, Chairman.

Miscellaneous Business,

Benediction—Dr. W. E. Wisseman, Greens-

boro, N. C.

Recess of Afternoon Session.

6:00 Banquets:

The Laymen's Fellowship (Pleasant Grove

School). Address, "Holding the World
Together"—Dr. James E. Wagner.

The Women's Fellowship (Union Ridge

Church). Address, "Word Pictures of

Our Churches, from Boston to Burling-

ton to Hawaii"—Dr. Albert Buckner

Coe.

Evening Session

8:00 Worship—Host Pastor and Church Choir.

Music by Elon College Choir— Professor

John Westmoreland, Director; Professor

Fletcher Moore, Accompanist.

Report of Committee on the Ministry—Dr.

H. S. Hardcastle Chairman, Chuckatuck,

Va.

Sermon, "We Are Guardians and Witnesses

of the Faith"—Dr. Coe.

Oflfering for Share Our Surplus.

Benediction—Rev. M. V. Welch, Bennett,

N. C. *****
THURSDAY, MAY 3

Morning Session

9:00 Invocation — Rev. R. E. Tally, Louisburg,

N. C.

Business Session, Action on Wednesday's

Reports.

Report of Social Action Committee—Rev. T
H. Britton, Chairman, Portsmouth, Va.

Report of Credentials Committee.

Report of Resolutions Committee.

Miscellaneous Business.

11:00 Sermon—Rev. Frank R. Hamilton. Norfolk,

Va.

Holy Communion—Mr. Register and Mr.

Alley.

Benediction.

12:00 Final Adjournment.

Luncheon.
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Youth at Work in the Church
Rev. John S. Gravt^s, Editor, Box 386, Elon College, N. C.

Work Camp at Moonelon

The Student Christian Association

of Elon College Avill liave a Work

Camp at ]\Ioonelon the week-eiul of

April 13-15. This camp is planned

under the direction of the President,

Meryle Mauldin, and will be a time

for some of our college young people

to work, to do some constructive

thinking and to enrich their spiritual

life.

Leadership Training School at

Newport News

Tiiere will 1)>" a Leadership Trahi-

ing School at the First Congregation-

al Christian Church at Newport News,

Virginia, from April 9-12. These

training' sessions will lie for this

church and for the leaders of the

First Congregational Christian

Church of Warwick. Instructors for

this Training School will be Dr.

Jesse H. Dollar, the Rev. A. Lanson

Granger, Jr., and the Rev. John S.

Graves. Courses will be offered for

workers with children, with youth

and with adults.

Christian Vocations Conference

at Moonelon

Attention again is called to the

Christian Vocations Retreat which is

planned by the Southern Convention

on the Ministry to be held at Moone-

lon, on the week-end of April 28, 29.

Pastors are asking to send the names

of qualitled persons who are Juniors

or Seniors in high school or one year

out of high school to the Southern

Convention Office. This is a fine op-

portunity which is being afforded our

young people to present to them and

to challenge them in many areas of

full time Christian service offered by

and so urgently needed for the work

of our church. All applications for

this conference should be in the Con-

vention Office by April 23rd.

CHURC^H WOMEN AT WORK.
(Continued from page 6.)

Mrs. W. V. Leathers,

Treasurer 1,407.84— 1,479.84

Balance $ 284.14

Respectfully submitted,

Mrs. George M, Corneli,,

Treasurer.

Fellowship Treasurer's Report

The following is the Quartedly Re-

poit (1st year, 2nd quarter, Bieini-

um 1955-57), of the Treasurer of the

Women's FelloAvship of the Southern

Convention of Congregational Chris-

tian Churches:

RECEIPTS.

Eastern Va. Women's Fellowship:

Vv'omen $1,764.30

Young People 449.57

.Juniors 229.92

Cradle Rolls 358.06
— $ 2,301.85

Valley of Va. Women's Fellowship:

W(,men $ 327.34

Young People 35.00

.Juniors 12.50

Cradle Rolls 12.75

387..59

N. 0. Women's Fellowship

:

Women $2,079.69

Juniors 129.66

Cradle Rolls 186.76

$ 2,396.11

Receipts from Fellowships

(Conferences) 5,585.55

Balance from 1955 School

of Missions 43.99

Total receipts $ 5,629.54

DISBURSEMENTS.
Home Missions G. F. .$1,855.83

Young People's Home
Mission Fund 154.28

Home Missions, Special

Gift (N. C. .Jr.) . . . 6.30

Thank Offering, South

Boston Church 19.00

— $ 2,035.41

Foreign Missions G. F. $1,855.84

Young People's Foreign

Mission Fund 154.29

India Scholarships (N.

C. Women) 50.00

Student fund, India (E.

Va. Y. P.) 175.00

Rachanyapuram School,

A. Pappas (N. C.

.Juniors) 9.00

— $ 2,244.13

Clieck to Walter L. Cooper, Tr.,

So. Conventiori Cong. Ch. ... $ 4,279.54

Cheek to Mrs. W. V. Leathers,

Tr., Women's Fellowship of

So. Con. Cong. Ch. (86 Life

Memberships, 24 Memorials) 1,100.00

, Total disbursements $ 5,379.54

Cash retained in bank (for ex-

penses) 250.00

$ 5,629.54

Respectfully submitted,

Mrs. W. V. Leathers,

Treasurer,

By Mrs. J. S, Rollings, Sif.

April 12, 1956

DlCLiLRATION OF PURPOSE.
(Continued from page 7.)

Martha'8 Chapel 297.00

Beginning 1956.

Church of Wide Fellowship 2,289.00

Beginning Jan., 57 ; 5 years.

Beluah 1,137.50

Wake Chapel 4,079.25

Youngsville Christian 300.00

Total $15,604.50

N. C. and Va. Conference:

PfafEtown $ 463.75

Beginning Jan., 56; 5 years.

Lebanon 939.75

Beginning Jan., 58; 10 years.

Beverly Hills 886.00

Beginning Nov., 56; 5 years.

Monticello 822.50

Beginning Aug., 56; 5 years.

Belews Creek 834.75

Beginning 1956; 5 years.

Zion 175.00

Beginning Jan., 1956; 5 years.

Burlington, First 10,000.00

Beginning Nov., 56; 5 years.

Cliureli of the Covenant 175.00

Beginning Oct., 56; 5 years.

Shallow Ford 1,800.00

Beginning Oct., 56; 18 years.

Salem Cliapel 740.00

Beginning Jan., 57 ; 5 years.

Mt. Zion 1,000.00

Beginning Jan., 56; 10 years.

Center 281.75

Beginning Sept., 56; 5 years.

Bethel 1,034.25

Beginning Jan., 1956; 5 years.

Greensboro, First .5,887.00

Beginning Oct., 56; 1956.

Total $25,039.75

Virginia Hall—Declarations :

N. C. and Va. Conference:

Ingram $ 1,748.25

Beginning Jan., 57; 8 years.

Total $ 1,748.25

Eastern Va. Conference

:

Windsor $ 2,841.00

Beginning Oct., 56; 5 years.

Union 2,019.00

Beginning Jan., 56; 5 years.

Suffolk Qiristian 10,000.00

Beginning Oct., 1956; 5 years.

Total $14,860.00

Virginia Valley Conference:

Antioch $ 900.00

Beginning Jan., 57; 5 years.

Bethel 912.00

Beginning 1956; 10 years.

Total $ 1,812.00

Total for Carolina Hall . . . $40,644.25

Total for Virginia Hall . . . $18,420.25

Carolina Hall—Payments

:

N. C. and Va. Conference:

Zion $ 5.84

Bethel 202.00

Mt. Zion 331.00

Monticello 35.00

New Hope 27.53
— $ 601.37

Eastern N. C. Conference:

Wake Chapel $500.00

$ 500.00

Virginia Hall—Payments:
Virginia Valley Conference

:

Bethlehem $ 75.00

Bethel . .
. ,

18.02

$ 93.08
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Klews from the Churches . . .

Wake Chapel Holds Centennial

Celebration

The Wake Chapel Congreg-atioiial

Christian Church, of Fuquay-Varina,

North Carolina, invites all friends

and former members to be present on

Sunday, April 15, and share in its

Centennial Celebration.

The program for the day will high-

light the history of the churcli and

its attainments and give visions for

the future.

10 :00 History and reflections of the

early years of our founda-

tion and tribute to the foun-

ders and early ministers

—

Dr. W. T. Scott. Superin-

tendent of the Southern Con-

vention.

Growth and development of

the past ten years— Rev.

Fred P. Register, secretary

of Stewardship and Evange-

lism of the Southern Con-

vention.

Our dreams and plans for the

future—Rev. Earl T. Farrell,

pastor.

11 :00 Worship service and sermon

—

Rev. Joseph E. McCauley.

Communion service— conduc-

ted by Rev. J. Lee Johnson.

1:00 Lunch and fellowship (Bring

your basket.)

*****
The Rev. Melvin Dollar Concludes

His Fourth Year at Rosemont

On Sunday March 11, 1956, the

Reverend Melvin Dollar concluded

his fourth year as pastor of Rosemont
Church. During these four years

the Sunday morning attendance has

outgrown the enlarged Sanctuary
which was constructed two and a half

years ago. Due to over crowded con-

ditions of the Sanctuary he began his

fifth year on Sunday, March 19 by
having an additional service at 9 a.

m. This will continue indefinately

as there is no room to expand the

present Sanctuary. The Sanctuary
now seats 350. During the month of

February the average attendance was
little better than 400.

During these four years the church
budget has increased from $8,500.00

to $32,200.00. 324 new members have
been received during this time—the

present membership is now 715.

The church was very fortunate to

have Miss Ruth Dunn, for pur Re-

REV. EMORY M. CARTER
Veteran minister of the Southern Conven-
tion, who will give the instituting prayer

and invocation at the opening session.

REV. FRANK R. HAMILTON.
Minister of The Christian Temple of Nor-

folk, Va., who will give the concluding ser-

mon at the Thursday morning session of

the Southern Convention.

ligious Education Director for two

years. Under her very capable lead-

ership the foundation for a very af-

fective educational ])rogram was laid.

Last June Ave lost her to the Southern

Convention Office at Elon College.

The church has recently employed

Miss Wilma Quinley to replace Ivv.

Miss Quinley received her training

in Churcli Music and Religious Edu-

cation at Lynchburg College. She

will assume her (duties here the first

of July.

Page Eleven

One of the most outstanding pro-

grams of the church is for the youth.

There are three active youth fellow-

ship groups meeting on Sunday
nights. The Junior Fellowship is

sponsored by l\Ir. and Mrs. Roy
Stinnelt, the Junior High by Mrs.

W. P. Nothnagel, and the Senior by
3Jr. and Mrs. Herbert Fisher, Mrs.

Ada Gladstone and Mrs. A. P. Co-

field. In addition to our Senior

Choir, three children and youth

choirs actively participate in the

worship service on Sunday mornings

and Sunday evenings. These three

cl'oirs consist of about TOO children

and young people.

The most recent building project

of the cliurch has been the construc-

tion of the Scout building on the

chiircli propei'ty just behind the par-

soiuige. This building consists of 4

patrol rooms, a rest room and rec-

I'eation liail . (^ur Scout Troop is

one of tlie most active within the

Tidewater area. .- It has an active

membership of 48 boys. The troop

is very fortunate to have as its cap-

able leader Mr. W. P. Nothnagel,

scoutmaster ; Mr. David Comfort, Mr.

Al Weaver and Mr. Robert Watkins
as assistant scoutmasters. The high-

light of this troop for the year is a

week of camping at Sherando Lake

Just off Skyline Drive.

The church co-operated in the

simultaneous evangelistic service re-

cently conducted by the Southern

Convention. Instead of having one

minister for the week the church had
six siieakers, one for each night. They
were: The Rev. Jesse Dollar, Congre-

gational Christian; the Rev. George

Ally, Congregational Christian; llie

Rev. Floyd Leggett, Disciples; the

Rev. Paul Best, Methodist; the Re\.

Ed Luttrell, Baptist; and the Rev.

Lynn Jones, Presbyterian. Each man
Avas unique in the presentation of his

message but they were kindred in en-

tluisia.sm and Christian spirit.

Mrs. W. R. Skelly, Jr.,

Reporter.

New TV Program on WUNC-TV
Cites Colleges' Needs

A new relig'ious television series,

the first such live series to be pro-

ducetl in North Carolina, begins

April 16 over WUNC-TV, Channel

4. rt will be seen at 8 :3() each Mon-
day evening thereafter through I\Iay

28. The theme of the series will be
'

' The Churches at Work on the Cani-

pus."



Page Twelve THE CHRISTIAN SUN April 12, 1956

Sunday School Lesson
By Rev. H. S. Hardcastle, D. D.

"The Church Reaches Out"

Lesson V.—April 29, 19r)(i.

Memory Selection: "By this slutll

all men know that ye are vyy dis-

ciples, if ye hove love one to on-

other." John 13:35.

Background Scripture: Acts 8:4-40.

Devotional Reading : Lnke 10 -.1-9.

^tortina New Fires.

When the anthorities at Jerusalem

saw the zeal and the fire of the disci-

ples and apostles, they stepped np the

pressure of the persecn:tion. This

persecution expelled many members

of the church—only the apostles were

left in Jerusalem—into the regions of

Judea and Samaria. Thus the au-

thorities thoug'ht they would put the

fire out. Instead, they kindled a hun-

dred new fires. For wherever these

disciples Avent, they "went preaching

the word." On fire for Christ, they

set others on fire. Thus did they ful-

fill the part of Christ's command that

they were to be his witnesses in Je-

rusalem and in all Judea and in Sa-

maria. (We will see how they also

became his witnesses unto the ends of

the earth later in this series of les-

sons. )

Overcoming Notional and Eocial

Prejudices.

"And Philip went down to the city

of Samaria and preached Christ unto

them." It took a lot of grace to do

that. Philip undoubtedly had to

swallow his pride ; for the Jews had

no dealings with the Samaritans.

There was bitter racial and religious

prejudice between them. Only the

love of Christ would constrain a de-

vout Jew to have fellowship with a

hated Samaritan, and only the grace

of Christ would lead a man to share

Avith "dogs," as some Jews called the

Samaritans, "the good news" of tlie

love of God in Christ for them and

for all men. There are many thinas

Avhich can help to break down the

prejudices which are so rampant on

our modern Avorld scene and bridge

the gulf which separates men from

one another. But only the grace of

God in Christ in the hearts of men
of good will, Avill eventually and ad-

equately solve them. Christ alone

can break down the middle Avall of

partition. He is our peace,

Mass Evangelism.

Philip Avas holding Avhat avc Avould

call revival or evangelistic services.

Tliere Avere great croAvds, the preach-

ing of the Word, and coiiA'ersions in

large numbers. There Avere also out-

ward signs of iuAvard changes—un-

clean spirits came out of people pos-

sessed of them. Peoule turned from
superstition to the truth as it Avas in

Philip's preaching. Furthermore,
many Avho Avere sick in body as Avell

as sick in heart, Avere healed. And
there Avas great joy in that city. And
Avell there might be. There ought to

be joy when lives are being changed
and community life is being cleansed.

There is still a place for mass evan-

gelism, but it does not have as large

an appeal as it once liad. A number
of evangelistic or revival services are

held in America every year, in many
churches at a stated time in the ,year.

Indeed, some people seem to think

that a man cannot get religion at any

other time than at the annual "pro-

tracted meeting" or revival. And
much good is done by these special

services. But it must be admitted

that they are not as effective and as

fruitful as they Avere a generation

ago. The visiting minister usually

preaches to "church folks." The un-

converted, as a rule do not attend

these special services. And Avhen they

do come, it is hard to reach them.

Certainly, unless some preliminary

work has been done, the greatest coji-

tvibution which revivals make to th^

life of the church is in quickening

the church itself. This makes them
AvorthAvhile.

Personal Evangelism.

There is another type of evangel-

ism Avhich is demonstrated in today's

lesson, Avhich is potentially great. It

is persona] evangelism. And in this

case it Avas lay evangelism. (Philip

\vas, of course, one of the TavpIvc, but

the TAvelve Avere not ordained minis-

ters in the sense that they had had
seminary training, or had even been

ordained by an ecclesiastical body.)

Strangely enough, Avhile he Avas in

the midst of a great revival meeting,

the Spirit of God directed Philip to

leave the city and go to an out-of-the-

Avay place to do personal evangelism.

God works in mysterious Avays, his

Avonders to perfornL For there Avas

an influential man pii his Avay back

home from Jerusalem, a key man
perhaps to a little nation, the Treas-

urer of Ethiopia. He was in a high

mood after a service of Avorship—he

Avas reading the prophecy of Isaiah

as he rode along in his chariot. And
the Spirit of God said to Philip,

"That's your man."
The story makes interesting and

thrilling reading; hoAV God brought

these tAvo men together; hoAV Philip

made a point of contact with the eu-

nuch ; hoAV he opened unto him the

Scriptures and presented the claims

of Christ; how the man's heart was

strangely warmed; and how, because

he committed himself to Christ, he

Avas baptized, and Avent on his Avay

rejoicing. He carried in his heart

the love of Christ and, undoubtedly,

became a witness for Christ in his

OAvn land. It presents a technique

for all Avho Avould do personal evan-

gelistic work.

Here is a time-tested and God-hon-

ored method of evangelism. More

and more, it is being adopted by

many churches as the most effective

AA^ay to win men and women, and

young people, and boys and girls to

Christ. And more and more, it is

being done, not only by ministers,

but by laymen and layAvomen. The

Avriter of these "Notes" is not a

public evangelist. He does not knoAV

the tricks of the trade, nor does he

have the gift for this type of work.

But year after year, during his min-

istry, he has done a lot of personal,

pastoral evangelism, and he has had

at least some success in it. He likes

to go into a home or a place of bus-

iness and talk face to face with peo-

l>le about Christ and the church—he

ahvays uses that order of approach in

his personal evangelism. There is an

informality about it that helps a

great deal. There is an opportunity

to answer questions, to meet objec-

tions, to bring one face to face with

the claims of Christ and the church.

Here is a setting in Avhich a prayer

can be ofi'ered, a very personal prayer

through Avhich the Spirit of God can

Avork. Here the matter becomes very

personal, the person is more likely to

use his head as well as his heart in

making his decision. And the result

is just as effective, indeed in many

cases more effective, than when it is

accomplished in a public meeting. To

be sure, those Avho confess Christ

should make a public confession be-

fore the Avorld and should join the

church. But that decision and that

commitment can as Avell be made in

secret and in a personal intervicAV as

anyAvhere. And often the Holy Spir-
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it seems more real and actually pres-

ent in such eases.

This method can be used by laymen

too. Let a man or a woman have an

experience of Christ in the heart, let

them have an interest in others, let

them go in the spirit of prayer and

in Christ's name, and they too can

win souls to Christ. Try it, folks. It

works. *****
"The Conversion of Saul"

Lesson VI.

—

May 6, 1956.

IMemory Selection- "Ye have not

chosen me, hut I have chosen you.

and ordaiTied you; that ye should

go and bring forth fruit, and that

your fruit should remain."' John
15:16.

Background Scripture: Acts 9:1-31.

Devotional Reading : Acts 9 :26-31.

We are dealing today with one of

the supreme events in history. Next

to Jesns Christ himself, Paul did

more for Christianity than any other

person. It is impossible to estimate

his influence on and his contribution

to the Christian Church and to Chris-

tianity itself. And we consider to-

day the conversion of Paul, or Saul

as he was called at the time of his

conversion. It was a dramatic, mys-

terious, miraculous event. It was so

important and so sip^nificant that the

story is told no less than three times

in the Acts of the Apostles. Why?
Let us lool\ at the situation.

Here was the Christian Church in

its early beginnings. It had little

organization, no literature, no body

of doctrine, no world outreach, no ad-

equate leadership. And here was
the one man in all the world who
could best do the thing that needed

to be done : a man of amazing tough-

ness and resiliency of body, a man
of keen and disciplined mind and of

gigantic intellect, a man of strong

will, a man of deep emotion, a man
of spiritual sensitiveness, a man of

spiritual imagination, a man of im-

perial outlook, a man of deep loyal-

ties and sacrifieial devotion, a man
of integrity of character. This was
the one man that God needed, and
God wanted to make sure that he got

his man. Thus it was that he gave

Paul such an experience at his eon-

version, that there could never be any
doubt in his mind as to his call, his

conversion, his career, or his Christ.

Here was something unique. It is

not the norm for conversion ; but it

was a special act of God because of

the special circumstances. Every man

can come into a new experience of

Christ through conversion, but he

does not have to come into it in the

Avay that Paul came into it.

A Troubled Traveler.

The last time we saw Paul, he was

.standing with the group tliat was

stoning Stephen. In fact, tliose who

were throwing the stones tliat were

doing Stephen to death, had laid

their loose-flowing garments at the

feet of Paul. As was suggested in

tlie comments on a previous lesson,

Paul was greatly troubled at wliat

he saw and heard. In spite nf his

meticulous devotion to tlic Law, he

just did not have what tliis young

Stephen had. And the remembrance

of that young man's face, and the

memory of his last words, haunted

Paul. He was a seething volcano in-

side. He vented his wrath by perse-

cuting the church in Jerusalem, and

then set out to go to Damascus to

persecute the church there. But we

can be sure that he was not very

happy about the whole business. His

inner life was divided, uncertain, un-

happy. He was in anguisli of spirit,

lie Avas a frustrated man.

A Visio7i.

It was high noon, and a blazing sun

was shining with a dazzling light

from the Syrian sky. Then suddenly

there was a blinding flash of light,

above even the brightness of the noon-

day sun—-"and suddenly there shin-

ed around him a light from heaven."

It was awesome, majestic, mysterious.

Overcome with astonishment and

fear, the man fell to earth, eitiier to

his knees, or even upon his face. It

was a vision of the Risen Christ in

the fulness of his glory and his i)o\\-

er.—Paul later says that he saAv the

Risen Christ. The thing blinded him,

so that when he had arisen from the

ground he '

' saw no man, '

' and had to

be led into the city by the liands of

others. This vision of the Risen and

Living Christ was burned indelibly

on his mind and in his heart. Ever
afterward, Christ was the center of

his life.

A Voice.

There came also a voice, "Saul,

Saul, why persecutest thou me? It

is hard for thee to kick against the

pricks (or goads)." It is the picture

of a stubborn ox, rebelling against

pulling the plow and venting his dis-

pleasurer with resounding kicks ; and

everytime he kicks, he kicks against

the sharp-pointed stick which the ox-

driver carried in his hand for dis-

ciplinary purposes! It is an apt

figure of speech for the thing that

was happening in the heart of Paul.

Thoroughly subdued, Paul asked

what he should do
— '

' Lord, what wilt

thou have me to do?^'—and was told

to go into the city where it should be

told iiim what he was to do. God
does not show us all the way at once.

He bids us go a step at a time. Yet,

in quiet confidence we can set our-

seh-es to walk with him and for him,

knowing that he will gird and guide
us in the way he would have us go.

And so they "brouglit liim to Da-
mascus."

The thing was so impressive aiul

so overpowering that the man fasted

for three days and three nights. We
can be sure that he Avas trying to

think througli his experience, trying

to get the meaning of it all. But he

couldn't do it alone. God knew that

and God had taken care of that.

A Visitor.

If you asked the averag-e Christian

who Ananias was, he would probably

say, if he said anything, that he was
the fellow Avho told a whopping lie,

and who dropped dead when he told

it. But there was another Ananias
in the life of the Early Church—

a

very important man, even though he

is in-actically unknown. He was a

layman whom God sent to lead Paul

to the light of the knowledge of the

glory of God as he had seen it in the

face of Jesus Christ.

Called by the Holy Ghost to go to

Paul, Ananias at first demurred and
tried to beg olf. No wonder! He
didn't want to have any truck Avith

tliis fellow Paul, Avho had been carry-

ing on in such a liigh-handed way.
There might Avell be a trick in it

!

But God would not let him off, and
tlie felloAV became immortal—one of

God's great men. Is it saying too

much to sa.y that Avithout Ananias
there might not have been any Paul?
At any rate, this humble, unk-nown
man played an important part in the

life of the greatest man Avho ever

lived except Jesus Cln-ist! Obeying
the divine command, he goes to Paul
and he greets him with tlie Avords,

"Brother Saul." Do you get the

significance of tlie word "Brother.'"
That must have broken Paul's heart,

to be called "Brother" by a repre-

sentative of the group wliicli lie had
been trying to exterminate!

In simple language, he told Paul
something of the Avorlv that lay before

him, and in a simple service he bap-
tized him into the Christian faith.

Then Paul saw with clear eyes once

(Continued on page 15.)
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The Christian Orphanage
John G. Teuitt, Superintendent

Dear Friends

:

It was a real joy to ha\'e Mr. and

Mrs. Z. Turner and their daughter,

Anna Goode, pay us an over-night

visit recently. The Turners are faith-

ful workers in the Suffolk Christian

Church and were good friends during

ray sixteen years pastorate there. It

was good to hear what fine progress

the church is making and to recall

with them so many happy days and

e\-euts of those yesteryears.

There is a certain happiness in be-

in H- a pastor that nowhere else is

found. If one gives his best his peo-

ple will Iniow it and love him and he

will be able to render a service di\ ine-

1y blessed for many people.

Sometimes people a sic me which I

like better being a pastor or being the

superintendent of an orphanage. I

sometimes reply with a counter qixes-

tion: Which do you like better your

mother or your father? I love both.

There are great opportunities and re-

sponsibilities and joys in both. And
it seems just as appropriate for me

to pray God's guidance and blessing

on my labors here as i'l any place in

whichJ have served.

AVho knows, some of these boys

here may become ministers and some

of tlie girls directors of Christian

education? All of them may become

good Christian citizens and be a real

help in the church of tomorrow. A
copy of The CnRisrtAN Sun comes

to the reading table of each of our

buildings here. AVho knows Avhat

"long, long thoughts" may come in-

to the heart and mind of a boy or

girl as they read these lines?

Now let me tell yon how nuich I

appreciate your help. The clothes,

the coupons, the memorials, the finan-

cial contributions, jowv kindupss to

boys and girls here, and the many
kind things you say about the Avork

here. It is your work. Your gifts,

plans, and cooperation make home

for many needy ones.

The contribution from the Duke
Endowment in the amount of $3,-

944.09 increased our April report

considerably. We are very thankful.

John G. Truitt,

Superintendent.

REPORT FOR APRIL 4, 1956.

Sunday School Monthly Offerings.

Amount brought foi-ward $ 5,151.99

Eastern N. C. Conference:

Mt. Auburn S. S $ 7.35

Auburn 317.00

Southern Pines S. S 8.00

332.35

Eastern Va. Conference:

Betbleheni (N.) S. S. ...$41.06

Cypress Chapel 60.00

Damascus 70.00

Deurlron S. S 25.00

Mt. Carmel S. S 20.19

216.25

N. C. and Va. Conference:

Apple's Chapel $ 13.00

Burlington, First 108.11

Cnion (Va.), S. K 5.00

126.11

Western N. C. Conference:

Ramaeur $60.00
— 60.00

Virginia Valley Conference:

Newport S. S $17.44

Winchester S. R 10.00

27.44

Total $ 762.15

Grand total $ 5,914.14

Special Offerings.

Amount brought forward $ 6,745.62

New Hope Christian Ch.,

Roanoke, Ala $ 5.00

Estate of B.. U. Laine . . 964.30

Maude Headley Bible
Class, Rosemont Ch. . . . 25.00

,

Woman's Auxiliary, First

Cong. Christian Ch.,

Greensboro, N. C 55.00

Mrs. Lewis Duckworth,

Greensboro, N. C 5.00

Mrs. L. T. Pierce, Greens-

boro, N. 0 5.00

Mrs. S. L. Mauldin, Wins-

ton-Salem, N. C 1.00

Mills E. Godwin, Jr., Suf-

folk, Va 50.00

Et. & Mrs. Donald A.

•Joyner of Limestone,

Maine 50.00

Special Contribution from

a Friend 25.00

Dr. William H. Stratford,

Winter Park, Fla 50.00

.Johnson's Grove Miss. Soc. 5.00

Clyde Eudd, Greensboro,

N. C 25.00

Jr. Pilgrim Fellowship,

Cong. Christian Church,

Lincoln, Kansas 5.00

Chester H. Roth Co., Inc.

(interest) 15.00

:\r.iss Patti Adams, South

Boston, Va 5.00

Miss Willie Adams, So.

Boston, Va 5.00

Henry V. Harman, Haw
River, N. C 3.00

In Memory of Mrs. B. M.
Lashley 5.00

In Memory of II. D.
;

Handsell 5.00

In Memory of Mr. & Mrs.

A. D. Rudd 100.00

In Memory of Mrs. Nancy
Simpson 5.00

In Menioi-j- of Charlie M.
King 20.00

In Memory of Quinton D.

Ellis 5.00

Rpecial Gifts 313.08
— 1,751.38

Grand total $ 8,497.00

Total for the week $ 2,513.53

Total for the year $14,411.14

*****
REPORT FOR APRIL 11, 1956.

Sunday School Monthly Offerings.

Amount brought forward $ 5,914.14

Eastern N. C. Conference

:

Pleasant Union $25.00

Wake Chapel 51.31

76.31

Eastern Va. Conference

:

Spring Hill S. S $ 9.83

Windsor S. S 10.00

19.83

(Continued on page 15.)

MEMORIAL GIFTS
"lastead of Flowers"

Dr. john G. Truitt

Christian Orphanage

Elon College, N. C.

Dear Dr. Truitt:

Please acknowledge the enclosed % as a memorial gift

sent to the Christian Orphanage in lieu of flowers in memory of:

(Nameof Deceaied) (City) (Dat? of Drath)

(Survivor to be Written) (Addreaa)

Name

Address
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In Memoriam

IN MEMORIAM.

In loving memory of these, our friends

and church members, that passed away in

1955.

Mrs. Ada Umphlette Enure.

Mrs. Eose Ella Eure.

Riddick Thomas Eure.

.John Wesley Eure.

From this world of sin and sorrow,

To that land of peace and rest,

God has taken you, dear friends

Where you will find eternal rest.

Devoted members of

EURE CHRISTIAN CHURCH,
Eure, N. C.

HARRELL.

We, tlie committee appointed by Holy

Neck Congregational Christian Church wish

to pay loviing tribute to the memory of one

of our beloved members, Mrs. Cora BeUe

Harrell, whom God in his infinite wisdom

called to her eternal home on February 8,

1956.

She united with the church at an early

age and was a faithful member as long as

her health permited. We sorrow that we
have lost from our church and community a

valued friend and yet we take confidence in

the eternal hope that she has entered upon

a fuller and more complete fellowship with

God.

Therefore be it resolved:

1. That we bow in humble submission to

the will of our heavenly Eather, who doeth

all things well.

2. That we extend sincere sympathy to

her family, especially her husband, and pray

God's love will sustain them.

3. That her kindly spirit, consideration

for others and patience in suffering be an

inspiration and example to all who knew
her.

4. That a copy of these resolutions be

sent to the family, a copy placed on the

record of the church and a copy sent to The
Christian Sun for publication.

Mrs. EMMETT PILLAND,
Mrs. H. L. WARRELL,
Mrs. W. JOHN NORFLEET.

PARKER.

When Mr. W. H. Parker, of Driver, Va.

died suddenly at his home on Sunday morn-

ing, March 11, that home lost a devoted

family man, the church lost a faithful and
eonstistent member, and the community lost

a highly regarded and warmly esteemed

citiizen, and a good man went to be forever

with his Lord whom he loved and whom he

served through the years.

Mr. Parker was a "Tar Heel born," but

he spent over sixty years of his long life

—

he was eighty years old when he died—in

Virginia. He served as a station agent for

the Alantic Coast Line Railroad for fifty

years. He established his home in Driver,

reared a famly, became a member of the

church, and sent his roots down deep into

the life of the community. To know him

WW6 to bold him in high regard and in warm
Mteem. He was a man of simple tastes,

friendly spirit, strength of character. He
had a capacity for making and keeping

friends. There was a merry twinkle in his

eyes, and fine sense of humor in his heart.

He had a home-spun philosophy of life and

a large fund of comonsense. He was a con-

sistent Christian. For years he served as a

Deacon of tlie Berea Cluirch, and also for

years as its treasurer, and was a I'egular

attendant at its services of worship. He did

many good works in a quiet, and often un-

known way. He will be greatly missed in

the circles in which he moved. He has left a
goodly heritage, and although he is dead,

his good works will follow him. As a tri-

butuo of respect and a token of love, mem-
bers of the Men's Bible Class will have
placed in the Fellowship Hall of the church
a large, framed picture of Sallman's Head of

Christ, suitably inscribed as a memorial to

Mr. Parker.

H. S. HARDCASTLE.

HON. THAD EURE WILL
REPRESENT GOVERNOR.
(Continued from page 2.)

president of Elon College Founda-
tion, American Legion Forty and
Eight, president of National Associ-

ation of Secretaries of State in 1942.

lie was the K^nnote speaker for the

Demoe;:'a1 ic State Convention in 1950.

He is a member of the Congregational

Christian Church.

He married Miss Minta Banks of

Winton, N. C, November 15, 1924,

and of this union there are two chil-

dren, a daughter and a son, ]\Irs. Nor-

jnan Black, Jr., and Thad Eure, Jr.

His legal residence is in Hertford
County, N. C, and his official address

is State Capitol, Raleigh

SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON.
(C'ontinued from page 13.)

again. He had become a new man in

Christ Jesus. Do not miss the point

that this great man was helped into

his experience by a Christian lay-

man. Modern laymen are just be-

ginning to wake up to their privi-

leges as personal workers for Christ.

A Vocation.

"And straightway, he preached

Christ in the synagogue, that he is

the Son of God." And "he increas-

ed the more in strength." It is a

good thing for a new Christian to

begin at once to do something for

Christ. It is a means of growth in

grace. There have been a large num-
ber of people who have joined the

church at the Easter season. As far

as possible, they ought to be given

something to do. And in an inform-

al way, they ought to bear their wit-

ness to their new life in Christ and

their new loyalty to him. In this

way they also will "increase more in

strength '

' and will groAv in grace and
in a knowledge of their Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ.

Based on "International Sunday School

Lessons;" Copyrighted 1954 by Division of

Christian Education, National Council of the

Churches in the U. 8. A.

THE CHRISTIAN ORPHANAGE.
(Continued from page 14.)

N. C. and Va. Conference:

Mebane $ 5.00

5.00

Western N. C. Conference:

Grace's Chapel $25.00
Pleasant Cross S. S 11.65

36.65

Virginia Valley Conference:
Bethel S. S $ 2.00

Bethlehem S. S 17.50

19.50

Total 157.29

Gr.md total $ 6,071.43

Special Offerings.

Amount brought fonvard $ 8,497.00
Ed M. Hicklin, Burling-

ton, N. C .$ 5.00
First Cong. Christian S.

S., Roanoke, Ala 15.58

Welcome Class of South
Plainfleld Friends Ch.,

Sophia, N. C 12.00
Mr. & Mrs. D. M. Me-

Lelland, Elon College,

N. C 10.00
The Exchange Club of

Elon College, N. C. ... 35.75
Jr. Baraea Glass, Holy
Neck Christian Church 8.40

Miss Catherine E. Carter,

Winchester, Va 10.00
Mary Sue Brittle S. S.

Class, Betlilehem (N.)
Church 500

Shady Grove Missionary
Society iQ.oo

The Duke Endowment 3,944.09
Sr. Woman's Guild, Shel-

ton Mem. Ch., Easter . 10.00
Mrs. I. V. S. Fleming,

Portsmouth, Va 5.00
Week-Day Religious Ed-

ucation Class, Cong.
C?li., Alexandria, Minn. 16.00

A gift for "Grandpa's
birthday" :^g.00

In Memory of Mrs. Kathe-
rine B. West ,-,.00

111 Menidiy of Mrs. Sallie

Cliapman 5.00
In Memory of Margaret

C. Myrick 5.00
In Memory of W. A.

Green 5.00
In Memory' of Mr. & Mrs.

•T. W. Bage l.OO
Special Gifts 127.60

$ 4,270.42

Grand total $12,767.42

Total for the week $ 4,427.71

Total for the year $ 18,.S38.85
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Pentecost 1956
A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENTS OF THE WORLD COUNCIL

OF CHURCHES

As Presidents of the World Council of

Churches, we greet our brethren in all the

member churches at Whitsuntide.

At the first Assembly in the history of the

Church, the twelve Apostles, being filled with

the Holy Ghost, spoke to men of every nation

of the wonderful works of God, telling them

of Jesus Christ, and how God raised him from

the dead after they had crucified and slain

him. And when these men, pricked in their

heart, asked the Apostles, "What shall we do.?"

the answer they received was clear:

"Repent, and be baptized every one

of you in the name of Jesus Christ for

the remission of sins, and ye shall receive

the gift of the Holy Ghost."

-Acts 2:38.

On this anniversary of the first Pentecost,

believers and unbelievers alike are everywhere

asking, "What shall we do?" The nations are

divided into hostile camps. There is no ulti-

mate authority which all will accept, superior

to the interests of the individual state. Con-

ferences are held between foreign ministers

and heads of states, but the confidence and

trust essential to agreement are lacking. And

with the growing terror of nuclear weapons,

men's madness is such that at times we seem

on the brink of the suicide of the world. No
wonder that old men should lose hope, and

that young men should see no guiding vision

for the future.

Now pre-eminently is the hour when the

churches, with the help of the Holy Ghost,

should speak to the nations. And we ask

you, our brethren in the World Council of

Churches, to pray for the help of the Holy

Ghost, and to use such opportunities as God
may give you for counsel or influence in your

own countries.

First of all, we believe the churches, ac-

knowledging the need of Christians them-

selves to repent, should say to the nations, "Re-

pent. Your conflicts must be resolved by rea-

son, not by violence. Violence has now reach-

ed such a pitch that when once unloosed it

is beyond human control; and unless wars

can be made to cease, all nations will perish."

Next, we believe the churches should say

to the nations that it is neither by words of

anger, nor by insistence on rights, that set-

tlements can be achieved, but by the spreading

of justice, by combining to meet one another's

needs, and by relying for our salvation upon
the grace and mercy of God.

Thirdly, and lastly, we believe that the

churches should remind the nations, with a

passion greater than ever before, that the whole

world cries out for peace, that they are all

members of one family, and that the God and

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ is the Father of

all.

It is in this spirit that we ask our brethren

in the member churches to offer their prayers,

and to give their witness to the power of the

Holy Ghost, and to our unbreakable fellow-

ship in the Body of Christ. "Veni Creator

Spiritus."

Signed

JOHN BAILLIE
SANTE UBERTO BARBIERI
GEORGE CICESTR
OTTO DIBELIUS
JUHANON MAR THOMA
MICHAEL
HENRY KNOX SHERRILL
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ORGAN OF THE SOUTHERN CONVENTION OF CONGREGATIONAL CHRISTIAN CHURCHES

In Essentials, Unity — In Non-Essentials„ Liberty — In All Things, Charity

Volume CVIII RICHMOND, VA., THURSDAY, APRH. 26, 1956 Number 16

^Presenting the Story of

A Century of Progress in

THE SOUTHERN CONVENTION

Executive Board of The Southern Convention at work in 1956

The Executive Board acts for the Convention when the Convention is not in session.

This double issue contains information concerning a himdrcd year's progress

of The Southern Christian Convention, now known as The Southern Conven-

tion of Congregational Christian Churches.
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A Brief History of the Christian

Denomination
Compiled by DR. WILLIAM T. SCOTT, Convention Superintendent

"Known as Christians, Simply."

In the decade that closed the eigh-

teenth century and opened the nine-

teenth, three widely separated groups

of American Christians found them-

selves impelled away from their de-

nominational ties. Independently,

each group determined to shun any

descriptive title for itself save the

one term that each found truly de-

scriptive : Christian.

So arose the three components of

what then quickly became this con-

tinent's first indigenous religious de-

nomination, a consummation accomp-

lished without so much as a vote, but

rather by common consent based on

mutual acknowledgement that the

hand of God had led them, geograph-

ically isolated from one another, out

of different backgrounds, to strik-

ingly similar actions.

The South —"Republican Method-
ists."

Chronologically, first of the three

was a band of Methodists led by the

deeply pious James 0 'Kelly, a native

Virginian who, strongly influenced

by John Wesley's lay preachers, be-

came one himself. Presiding Elder

of the vast Southern District, 0 'Kel-

ly's deep conviction, power and in-

fluence were attested to by no less a

contemporary than Bishop Francis

Asbury, whose autocratic rule was
sparking rebellion at the increasing

episcopal influence in the Methodist

organization.

In 1792, 0 'Kelly carried into the

"General Conference" at Baltimore

his continuing effort to offset the

growing power of the Methodist bish-

ops by increased democracy in church

government. When his "Right of

Appeal" resolution failed, 30 Metho-

dist preachers, including 0 'Kelly,

left the Conference, although contin-

uing to seek amendments to the Meth-

odist discipline. Finally, in 1793, the

dissenters associated themselves as

"Republican Methodists," and in

1794 they assembled in a General

Meeting in Virginia's Surry County.

Here an associate of 0 'Kelly in

withdrawing from the Baltimore Con-

ference, Rice Haggard, enunciated

the simple doctrine that brought into

being the Christian Church. A New
Testament open in his hand. Haggard
rose and said: "Brethren, this is a
sufficient rule of faith and practice,

were called Christians, and I move
that henceforth and forever the fol-

lowers of Christ be known as Chris-

tians, simply."

The motion carried, and the Chris-

tian Church was born, democratic in

its simple polity, its laymen equal to

its ministers in representation to the

Conference. Primarily Wesleyan in

doctrine, with tlie right and privilege

reserved to the individual to inter-

pret truth as he might be led by the

Holy Spirit, the Cliristian Church
was committed firmly to the union of

Christ's followers. The Church cov-

ered most of the South, organized in

local conferences, and became in 1847
the Southern Christia:i Association,

then, in 1856, the Southern Christian

Convention, which identity prevails

to this day within the Congregational
Christian Churches. (The Southern
Convention was always more connec-

tional and presbyterial than the rest

of the Christian denomination. This
condition still prevails, yet none the

less the Convention is a constituent

member of the General Council of

Congregational Christian Churches.)

New England—Christian Character
the Only Test.

A Baptist layman in Vermont, Dr.

Abner Jones, was sorely disturbed by
sectarian names and human creeds,

and in 1801, joined by others con-

cerned over the Calvinism of the

Baptist and Congregational churches,

he formed New England's first "free
Christian Church." Its members call-

ed themselves simply Christians, re-

fusing even the limitation of the de-

finite article, "the."

In the following year, Dr. Jones
was ordained by the Freewill Bap-
tists after specifying that he would
not be a Baptist, but only a Chris-

tian. He soon encountered Elias

Smith, a Baptist minister who had
recently withdrawn from the denom-
ination in protest at Calvinism as a

requisite, together with baptism and
close communion, for church mem-
bership.

The two men spread the organiza-

tion of the Christian Church through
New England, and by 1809 "gener-
al" or "union" meetings of minis-

ters and lay brethren were begun.
These developed into local confer-

ences and were organized into the

New England Christian Convention
in 1845. In keeping with the initial

resistance to "human creeds," Chris-

tian character, or vital Christian pie-

ty, was the Church's only test of fel-

lowship, communion or membership.

Elias Smith, a brilliant writer, con-

ceived the idea of a Christian news-

paper to augment the spread of the

Word, and in 1808 he founded the

first religious newspaper in America,
the Herald of Gospel Liberty . This

became the official organ of the Chris-

tian Church, and from September 1,

1808, it was published continuously

(under different names from time to

time) until its merger with the Con-
gregationalist Advance after the un-
ion of the Congregational and Chris-

tian Churches in 1931.

Kentucky—Calvinism and the "Last
Will.

Meanwhile a group of Presbyter-

ians in Kentucky, led by ministers

Barton W. Stone and David Purvi-

anee, withdrew from the Presbyter-

ian Synod of Kentucky in 1803, in

protest at rigid Calvinism. The dis-

sidents organized an independent

Springfield Presbytery. The follow-

ing year the body dissolved, publish-

ing a historic "Last Will and Testa-

ment" pleading for more lay rule in

polity, firmer reliance on the Bible

as the guide, and union with the body
of Christ at large.

As had the Southern and New Eng-
land groups, the followers of Stone

and Purviance took the name Chris-

tian, excluding all other names. Fel-

lowship among the three groups was
presaged when Rice Haggard, 0 'Kel-

ly's associate in the Southern group,

visited and worked among the Ken-
tucl^y Christians. Union had reach-

ed northward lately when Haggard's
address, "To the Diffei-ent Societies

on the Sacred Import of the Name
Christian," was published by the

New England Christians' newspaper.

Herald of Oospel Liberty.

The Stone and Purviance group or-

ganized the Kentucky Christian Con-

ference in 1804. Fed by the vitality

of the Kentucky revival of the early

nineteenth century, the movement
spiead westward, and conferences

soon grew up in Ohio, Indiana and
Illinois. By 1808 contact and fel-
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lo-w'ship had begun Avith both the New
England and Southern Conferences.

The three groups were convinced

that more than coincidence had caus-

ed them to set up similar courses

from different beginnings, and all at

virtually the same time. They saw

the hand of God in their passion for

Christian union, in their common de-

sire to overcome sectarian strife and

narrow denominationalism. Each had

chosen the name Christian not pre-

sumptively bu.t devoutly, eschewing

any limiting or restrictive thoughts

from their title.

As a eon sequence, the three groups

agreed by common and luianimous

consent to join together in further-

ance of what all conceived to be their

mission, "the union of the followers

of Jesus Christ, that the world may
believe." In this unique union the

three groups existed in harmony,

sharing what was common to all, yet

each maintaining its own essential

ideas, forms of work and interpreta-

tions of the ordinances.

Immersionists and affusionists ex-

isted in fellowship. Widely differing

interpretations of theology existed in

freedom. Bickering, heresy trials,

quarrels and accusations—all yielded

to the six principles which were the

unanimous basis for the union

:

1. The Lord Jesus Christ, the only

head of the Church.

2. The name Christian, to the ex-

clusion of all party and sectar-

ian names, sufficient for the fol-

lowers of Christ.

3. The Holy Scriptures, or the

Scriptures of the Old and New
Testaments, the only creed, a

sufficient rule of faith and prac-

tice.

4. Christian character, or vital

Christian piety, the only and

sufficient test of Christian fel-

lowship and church member-
ship.

5. The right of private judgment
and the liberty of conscience, a

right and a privilege that should

be accorded to and exercised by
all.

6. The union of the followers of

Christ, to the end that the world

may believe.

From the start, the several early

Conferences of the Christian Church
were fearful of being only one more
in the host of denominations. They
were wary, too, of ecclesiastical dom-
ination; so wary, indeed, that at the

close of each Conference session its

records were burned lest some day

THE CHRISTIAN SUN
they might be used to limit the free-

dom of any church or future Confer-

ence. The shared passion for Chris-

tian union did quite the opposite of

encouraging denominational develop-

ment, and as a result, organization

on any but local bases was slow. In

1820, there was a national meeting in

Connecticut (The United General

Conference of Christians) . Later, the

"American Christian Convention"

became the inclusive name of the

churches. Years Avent by before this

was adapted to the more comprehen-

sive "General Convention of the

Christian Church."

Confusion of Names.

Meanwhile, some of the churches of

the Kentucky Conference entered into

a succession of developments which

gave rise to some confusion at the

time, since sorely compounded among
church historians. In 1832, some of

the followers of Barton W. Stone in

Kentucky arrived at an agreem.ent

for local union with some of the fol-

lowers of Alexander Campbell, lead-

er of a body of once-Presbyterian and

Baptist "Reformers" in Pennsylva-

nia. Contrary to some historical

sources, Campbell, himself a rigid im-

mersionist, seems to have had little

to do with effecting the union, which

was purely local in scope. Campbell,

in fact, wrcte critically of Stone and

some other Christians.

In any event, a number of Chris-

tian Churches in Kentucljy and the

West had joined followers of Camp-
bell in the "Reformer" movement,

which soon became known as the

"Disciples of Christ." The confus-

ion that has plagued historians ever

since arose when many of the Re-

formers, and the Christians joining

them, continued to style themselves

"Christians" and to call their new

communion interchangeably "Chris-

tian Church" and "Disciples of

Christ," a condition which exists to

this day.

As the Christian Church which

stemmed from the Southern, New
England and Kentucky movements

grew, it developed as a denomination,

hoAvever reluctantly. But even as

a denominational organization was

groAving up, the Church's leaders

Avore coumiiting their program to the

advancement of the cause of Chris-

tian union. Throughout the history

of the Church as a separate denomin-

ation, it never held a general conven-

tion without advancing a plea or pro-

posal for wider union.

With the historic emphasis of the

Christian Churches on democratic
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ajici congregational autonomy, it Avas

natural that discussions looking to-

ward union should be conducted Avith

the Congregationalists. In 1924, the

General Convention renewed these

talks, and issued a plea for union

among all American denominations.

Out of this convention finally grcAV

the movement which in 1931 united

the Congregational and Christian

Churches.

From its earliest days, the Chris-

tian Church's vieAV of union has been

summarized :

'

' The purpose of this
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Church Avill be consummated in the

reformation of the world, and the un-

ion of all Christians."

Pioneers for Christ and Union.

In addition to its early fervor for

union, the Christian Church pioneer-

ed in many areas where other denom-

inations have followed. The Herald

of Gospel Liberty blazed its trail in

church newspapers. In 1817, women
preachers worked among the Chris-

tians. Early in 1867 the Christian

Church ordained its first (and possi-

bly the nation's first) woman minis-

ter, Melissa Terrill.

College coeducation was another

field pioneered by the Christians.

Antioch College, headed by Horace
Mann, was established at Yellow

Springs, Ohio, in 1853, and it its first

classes men and women were admit-

ted without distinction, as candidates

for graduation. Other Christian col-

leges, including Elon in North Caro-

lina, Defiance in Ohio and Bethlehem

(Southern Union) in Alabama, were

chartered as coeducational institu-

tions. The Christians Avere among
the first to unify their total educa-

tional programs by merging the Edu-
cational, Sunday School, and Chris-

tian Endeavor Boards into one Board
of Christian Education.

Home mission activity was launch-

ed by the Southern Christians at

their organizational meeting in 1794,

and Christian mission activity kept

pace with the extension of the Amer-
ican frontier. They also supported

work among the Negroes of the South

after the Civil War. Foreign mis-

sion activity began in 1848, when the

North Carolina Christian Conference

ordained a Negro for mission work in

Liberia during the settlement of that

land. At the close of the nineteenth

century, it was determined to aban-

don the terms "home" and "for

eign" as relating to mission work,

since it is one Avorld to Avhich Chris-

tians must take the gospel of Jesus

Christ.

Prior to the Civil War, anti-slavery

sentiment had been strong in the

Christian Church, both North and
South. After the war Negro confer-

ences sprang up, eventually forming

the Afro-Christian Convention, rep-

resenting about 15,000 souls, which

was a constituent member of the Gen-

eral Convention. Despite the estab-

lishment of Negro churches, many
liberated slaves lived out their lives

retaining membership and participa-

tion in the same churches they had

attended before the war, continuing

to worship God with their former
masters.

The central spirit wliith motivated
the Christian Ciuirch from its origin

until the union in 1931 Avas aptly put
Avheii plans for that merger with tho

Congregationalists Avere being form-

ulated. It is as appropriate today.

In 1929 the late William Allen Har-
per, then president of Elon College,

Avrote

:

"After this merger is consummat-
ed, as the Christian Church devoutly

prays that it may be, the Christian

Denomination will lose itself in a

united movement with the Congrega-

tionalists, but both of these denomi-

nations Avill find themselves more

alive than ever in a continuous and
united service for the cause of Chris-

tian union in the nation and the

Avorld. Nor can the passion of these

united churches for Christian union
be discredited on the ground that a

united Christendom would abridge
the liberty of Christians, because un-
ion is being approached by them in

terras of Christianity as a Avay of life

and on the further basis of a free

church in a civil state, our character-

istic American doctrine. There will

he unity in the midst of diversity,

and all the followers of Jesus will he

memhers one of another in mutual

tolerations, service and love crowned

with the freedom with ivhich Christ

makes us free."

The Congregational Churches

While the history of the Christian

Church is given in some detail in

this issue of The Christian Sun, it

is for the specific purpose of relating

the story of the Southern Convention

to the observance of the Centennial,

and not an attempt to give the com-

plete history of the Congregational

and Christian Churches. HoAvever,

the story Avould not be complete Avith-

out some statement concerning the

Congei-egational Churches. We refer

our readers to The History of Con-

gregationalism (Pilgrim Press, 1942)

by Atkins and Fagley, and other

more exhaustive histories of the Con-

gregational Churches. We give the

foUoAving summary of some of the

background of the Congergatioiial

Churches.

The Congregational Churches were

first organized in England in the 16th

century in revolt against state con-

trol of Avorship and conscience. They
came to America as the Church of the

Pilgrim Fathers, and in cooperation

Avith the Puritans, Avho came later,

tliey greatly influenced the founding

of the American Republic. Per]ia])s

)io church in America played a larg-

er part in the early history of the

country.

When the Pilgrim exiles left Hol-

land for America, their pastor, John

Robinson, said to them, "If God
should reveal anything to you by any

other instruments of his, be as ready

to receive it as ever you were to re-

ceive any truth by my ministry." He
further declared that he was very

confident that "the Lord has more

truth and light to break forth out of

his Holy Word." This spiritual ad-

venture has characterized the Congre-
gational Churches throughout their

existence. They have been pioneers
in a free church, in popular educa-
tion, in progressive thought, in social

action, and in reform movements of

many kinds.

Not loaded with the heavy Aveight

of ecclesiastical machinery, their

members have ahvays been free to

think and act according to the dic-

tates of their conscience in facing a
changing Avorld. Likewise, their em-
phasis upon cooperation among de-

nominations in the work of the church
at large, has made them leaders of

all inter-ehurch movements in Ameri-
ca and in the Avorld.

Kindred in spirit with the younger

Christian Church in America, it was

natural and easy for the Congrega-

tional and Christian Churches to u-

nite in 1931. The Christian Church,

though only one-tenth the size nu-

merically of the Congregationalists,

has had complete freedom and ex-

pression of life in the united fellow-

ship. The Congregational Churches
have honored and sought to preserve

the fine tradition of the Christian

Cluirch, and after twenty-five years

of a service in a united felloAvship,

both the former Congregational and
the former Christian churches in the

United States seek further to extend
the spirit of union and cooperation

among all Christians, to the end
"that the Avorld may believe."
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Editorial . . .

Making
The founding fathers of our Christian Church

were more interested in making history than they

were in recording it. They were too busy travehng

and preaching. The responsibihty for leadership

rested upon the preachers who conducted an itin-

erant ministry, travehng on horseback.

The Reverend James O'Kelly was one of the

famous Methodist circuit riders. His work in es-

tabhshing the Christian Church followed the same

pattern. The country was developing very rapidly,

the population increasing. Each new community

needed a church. Churches had to be planted

where the people could reach them if their spiritual

needs were to be met. The situation presented a

challenge which devout men accepted. They gave

themselves to the task very much as did the mis-

sionaries of the Early Church.

The first ministers of the Christian Church were

evangelistic preachers. Many of their hearers had

grown up without the ministrations of the church.

Children were dependent upon their parents for

Christian teachings and Christian examples, and

certainly not all the homes were notable for their

Christian piety. Opportunities for the preaching of

the gospel were almost boundless.

In the organizational meeting at Old Lebanon

Church in 1794, the mem.bers of the conference vot-

ed to accept "The Holy Bible, or the Scriptures of

the Old and New Testaments, our only creed, and

a sufficient rule of faith and practice." , Their ac-

ceptance of the Bible as the only creed and the fact

that they had access to very few other books made
them diligent readers of the Bible and gave to their

preaching a rich scriptural content. They may not

have been trained in biblical exigesis, but they held

fast to the Bible as they understood it.

The most significant action taken from the very

beginning was that they were willing to concede

the individual the right of private judgment and
the liberty of conscience. One wonders whether or

not they were always able to live up to the high
principle which they agreed upon. Certainly some
of their successors have had a difficult time in liv-

ing up to it. We cannot afford to lose in the twen-
tieth century that for which our forefathers so he-

roically contended in the eighteenth.

The churches were scattered over a wide sec-

tion of the country. The members, both clergy and
laymen, were keenly conscious of the need for coun-
sel and fellowship with their brethren. From the

beginning annual meetings were held. These an-

nual meetings -were soon organized as conferences

History
with a modified Congregationalism as the form of

church government. Churches called their own
ministers and were free to conduct their church life

as seemed best to them; but they imited in the larger

task of advancing Christ's kingdom.

James O'Kelly and those who were associated

with him were committed wholeheartedly to belief

in the unity of Christ's followers. They knew the

New Testament too well to feel comfortable amid
sectarian divisions and denominational conflicts.

As they understood the teachings of Jesus, they

found it very difficult tc see how Christians could

fail to recognize their oneness in Christ. They an-

ticipated ecumenicity and we should rejoice that

the Church of Christ is moving in that direction in

our day.

It is a mistake to assume that the history of

Christianity can be interpreted in terms of organi-

zations and institutions which have developed in

connection with the Christian movement. Organ-
izations and institutions are incidental to Christian

progress. They are not ends within themselves.

They are the agencies through which Christ works
to establish the kingdom of heaven upon earth.

The first step toward the building of Christ's

kingdom is to enthrone the Spirit of God as the
motivating factor in the life of the individual,

Christ was born in the form of man, lived, minis-
tered, died upon the cross, and rose again from
the dead, that he might open human hearts to the
indwelling Spirit of God. The Church exists to

carry that message to all the people of the earth.

A church makes history by teaching, preach-
ing, and ministering to people of all ages and con-
ditions that they may be led to open their hearts
lo die love of God as it is revealed in Christ Jesus.

This must never be forgotten by those who work
in a church. All thai is a part of the program of
a church is but a means to the end that m.en, wom-
en and children may know Christ and that God
may reign in their hearts richly through faith. If

a church fails to lead people to Christ, its history
can be written in one word—"failure."

The Southern Convention of Congregational
Christian Churches is celebrating its Centennial of
Service. Much has been said and written about the
achievements of the past one hundred years. Many
rhmgs have been accomplished for which we are
grateful. This Centennial Edition of The Christian

Sun carries the story of some of them. The rest of
the story is written in the lives of those who have
come to know Christ through the ministry of the
churches of the Convention.
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Founder of the Christian Church
REVEREND JAMES O'KELLY

A Virginian

Rev. James 0 'Kelly, the leader of

the organization of the Christian

Church in the Soutli, in 1794, Avas

born in Virginia (very likely in

Mecklenburg County), about 1738.

He fixes the place of his birth in his

Essay on Negro Slavery, published

1789, and the date of his birth is

also shown in the record in his Tes-

tament noAv in the Blon College li-

brary. Of his parents we know very

little. He says that he was born of

poor parentage. Tradition says his

father's name was William. About
his brothers and sisters we know
nothing with certainty. He says at

one time he consulted his brother

John, who Avas a man of affairs nn;l

there is a tradition that he was a

large tobacconist. O 'Kelly was of

Irish descent. The O 'Kelly records

go back to 960 A. D.

About his youth and his education-

al advantages we only know Avhat is

learned from his writings. Schools

w^rc scarce in his day. There i^^

evidence in some of his printed worlds

that he had a fair knoAvledge of the

Greek and Latin languages, and tha*^

he was fairly well versed in general

history.

As to the date of his mai-riage to

Miss Elizabeth Meeks, who was de-

scended from some of the earliest

colonists at JamestoAvn, and who
throu£:h his long and checkered life

shared his joys and divided his sor-

rows, we have no definite informa-

tion. She was born about the year

1744 and her son William 0 'Kelly

was born April 29th, 17fi3. There-

fore, we know that the couple Avere

married young, the husband being

about 24 years old and the Avife about
18 years of age. In his will, he men-
tions his son, John, first then. Wil-
liam's heirs. Very likely. William
Avas the older. William 0 'Kelly be-

came a statesman and sat in both
Houses of the North Carolina Legis-

lature.

As to James 0 'Kelly's occupation

before entering the ministry, nothing
is known. In the sunmier of 1774, he

turned his attention to religious mat-
ters and Avas soon converted.

Immediately after his conversion
everything irreligious Avas abandon-
ed, his iro]i Avill knoAving no Jialf-Avay

ground ; he deliberately laid aside his

fiddle on a huge fire and burned it;

his other worldly amusements were

laid aside.

His son William Avas converted be-

fore his father and felt called to

preach, but his father dissuaded him
0A\dng to his age and soon Mr. 0'-

Kelly felt that the Lord laid the bur-

den of preaching on him
;
therefore,

lie at once became active in religious

Avork, and on January 2, 1775, he

Avas licensed a Methodist lay preacher

and sent out as one of that immortal

REV. JAMES O'KELLY
(Tliis is not a photograph)

band of American lay preachers in

the societies. He Avas not, however,

ordained either deacon, or priest

(elder), as no Episcopal minister

Avould have done that. Thus from
January 2, 1775, to the Christmas

Conference of 1784 in Baltimore, Md.,

or for nearly ten years he Avas a la.A'-

man, a member of the Protestant

Episcopal Church, avIio belonged to

the Methodist societies of Rev. John
AVesley in America. His name first

appears in the Methodist minutes at

the 1778 Conference at Leesburg, Va.,

Avhen he is reported as remainiiig on

trial. His first official station Avas on

the NcAV Hope circuit, in North Caro-

lina.

Tlie first mention that we have of

his preacliing in Mctliodist liistory

Avas in an old colonial church, in

Southern Virginia, about 1777. Tht*

location of this church is not knoAvn

with certainty. One Avriter noticing

this early work of Mr. 0 'Kelly says

:

'

' The people flocked to hear him and

great was the work of God under his

poAverful exhortations, and earnest

prayers. The parish minister was

greatly enraged that an upstart

Methodist preacher should have the

temerity to preach in his chapel, and

what Avas Avorse that he should at-

tract more i^eople than the regular

successor to the apostles ! In spite of

the curate's A'iolent opposition, he

continued to preach for more than a

year Avith increasing success. The
next year he joined 'Asbury's Iron-

sides.'
"

He Avas a man of outstanding na-

tural ability, and soon took a high

stand in the ranks of Methodism.

Rev. Devereaux Jarratt the noted

Episcopalian speaks of him as a man
of ability and a brilliant speaker.

In order to understand Rev. James
0 "Kelly's early Avork, avc Avill have

to revieAV briefly the conditions in

Virginia in 1778. The Methodists had

been in the state six years. English

laAvs, manners and customs prevailed.

Virginia Avas in truth a little Eng-

land. The Episcopal Church Avas

the state church, and in many in-

stances it had become very corrupt,

and nuuiy of its ministers Avere very

poor examples of moralit.y, yet they

opposed other sects. The Methodist

societies, seeking a closer walk with

God, regarded themselves as a part of

the Episcopal Church up to the year

1784. The Revolutionary War Avas

on, and was soon transferred to the

South and a large majority of the

people of Virginia and North Caroli-

na Avere opposed to everythirig having

the English stamp upon it. Rev. John

Wesley had sent over to America Rev.

Francis Asbury in 1771 as a mission-

ary. Mr. Asbtiry Avas ambitious to

leave his name at the head of Ameri-

can Methodism, while republican ideas

Avere shooting in the popular mind,

and the people Avere demanding the

greatest possible freedom in chtirch

government. The subject discussed

most frequently was regarding the

administration of the ordinances of

the church, baptism, the Lord's sup-

per, marriage, and the burial of the

dead. No Methodist preacher could

administer these rites. Episcopal

ministers Avere fcAV, many having re-

turned to England at the beginning

of the war, and those left paid little

attention to the Methodists, so that in

some places the Lord's Supper had

not been administered for years, and

thousands were unbaptized. The

Methodist preachers ^n.d laity felt
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the tJirill of free American air, aiul

demanded that the ordinances be ad-

ministered by Methodist preachers.

The Baptists of Virginia \^ere de-

manding the same thing for their

members from the Virginia Legisla-

ture and -^von it. IMr. Asbury and a

few other ]\rethodists opposed this

movement. These were the issues that

first started the movement that event-

ually led to the organization of the

Methodi.st Church of America and

later the organization of the Chris-

tian Church in the South.

Of the Methodist preachers south

of the Potomac River, a large majori-

ty were opposed to Mr. Asbury 's plan

of letting things drift in this way;
therefore, in the minutes of the j\[etho-

dist conference held at Brokenback

Church, Fluvanna County, Virginia,

in 1779, we find in spite of IMr. As-

bury 's opposition the following q\ies-

tions and answers

:

Question: "What are the reasons

for taking up the ordinances among
us? Answer: Because the Episr-opal

Establishment is now dissolved, and

therefore in almost all of the circuits

the members are without the or-

dinances, we believe it to be our duty.

(lufstion:'^h?Lt preachers do ap-

prove of this step? Answer: Isham

Tatum, Nelson Reed, Phillip Gatch,

James Morris, John jMaior, Heiuw

Willis, John Sagman, Carter Coles.

William IMoore, Charles Hopkins.

Reuben Ellis, Thomas Morris, James

Foster, Andrew Yeargin. Francis

Foythress, Leroy Coles. James 0'-

Kelly, Samuel Roe."

A presbytery was appointed con-

sisting of Gatoh, Foster, and Ellis,

first to administer the ordinances

themselves, second to authorize any

other preacher or preachers approved

by them, by the laying on of hands

to administer the ordinances. Out
of this event grcAv the ^Methodist

Church of America as a separate or-

ganization, Rev. James 0 'Kelly be-

ing one of the leaders in the move-
ment. Rev. Francis Asbury by his

opposition to this movement set in

motion the influences that led to the

organization of the Christian Church
in the South in 1794.

We will now look at another side

of 0 'Kelly's life which developed at

this time, service in the Revolution-

ary War. We will let him tell his own
story as follows : "As to my conduct,

it may be traced through the Ameri-
can Revolution. After the itinerant

preachers fled from the South, for

fear of dangoi', I labored and travel-

ed from circuit to circuit, in North

Carolina, to feed and comfort those

poor distressed sheep, left in the wil-

derness. Philip, whose surname Avas

Bruce, helped me — through great

perils.

"

Rev. John Wesley called what be-

came known as the Christmas Confer-

ence (1784) for the American :\Ietho-

dists to set up a form of government

for the societies. They were directed

to follow the Scriptures and the

primitive church, and to stand fast

in the liberty wherewith God had so

strangely made them free. This was

:\rr. 0 'Kelly's idea exactly, and had

tLat idea been carried out no separa-

tion would have ever taken place.

III! i:il:;lilllllllllllllllllllllillll!lllllMIIIIII|[lllllMlllllllllIIIIMIlilnl

O'Kelly's Creed

1. I believe in God, the Father Almighty,

who by a gracious Providence, hath

placed me in a free country, where I

am secure from the rage of kings and

bishops.

2. I believe in Jusus Christ, the only be-

gotten Son of the Father, full of grace

and truth, whose precious blood hath

freed me from condemnation, notwith-

standing the charges of the grand

synod!

3. I believe in the Holy Ghost, and humb-

ly thank and adore the Eternal Spirit,

who hath enlightened mine understand-

ing, to discover the mystery of iniquity

working in a spurious episcopacy; and
now I behold the wonders in Christ's

law, and the all-sul5ciency of a "Bible

government.''

—"Tindication of the Author's Apology."

This Conference met in Baltimore,

December 24, 1784. The represen-

tative Methodists of America were

there. The time-honored plan of Wes-

ley could no longer be carried out in

America with no established church.

The Conference was held with closed

doors. The societies were organized

into the ]\Iethodist Episcopal Church

of America, though Mr. 0 'Kelly and

many others wanted the word Epis-

copal left out. He did his uttermost

to prevent its being used, but could

not prevent it.

On Sunday, January 2, 1785, R<?v.

James 0 'Kelly and twelve others

were ordained elders by Dr. Thomas

Coke. Revs. Francis Asbury, Richard

Whatcoat, Thomas Vasey and P. W.
Otterbein; and then and there Rev.

James 0 'Kelly ceased to be a member

of the Episcopal Church, ceased to be

a lay Methodist preacher, and became

an elder in the Methodist Episcopal

^"hurch of America.

When the organization was com-

pleted, it wa« a church of ministers,

by ministers and for ministers, with

Rev. Francis Asbury at its head in

truth, if not in form. Mr. 0 'Kelly,

with others, did not like this form of

government, but could only express

his disapproval and hope that the

time would come when it could be

changed to a free and untrammeled
church, and the subordinate preach-

ers would get their rights and still bo

Methodists.

0 'Kelly was strongly of the opin-

ion that in organizing, they departed
from the Ncav Testament principles

—

the equality of the brethren and the

parity of the ministry—and that a

hierarchy was inevitable. Virtually
every official from the highest to the

lowest was an appointee of the bish-

op.

]\rr. O'Kelly's influence in his dis-

trict was great, and when he returned
home he set about to instruct the

people, and show them the weaknesses
of the plan of government adopted,
and to try to have it remedied. Rev.
Francis Asbury -did not like this.

:\rr. 0 'Kelly attended the Council
in Baltimore, in 1789, which was to

try to remedy some of the things

adopted in 1784. He saw that the

measures applied did not suit the

ease and would have nothing to do
with its workings, and he went home.
I\Ir. 0 'Kelly stated that he was work-
ing for religious liberty, while Rev.
Francis Asbury was riveting an auto-

cratic or aristocratic form of church
government on the Methodist Church.
For instance, 0 'Kelly states that in

1790, Bishop Asbury turned out nine-

teen God-fearing pious and devoted

ministers, because they would not

adopt his plans; only two had voted
for their adoption.

About this time, Mr. 0 'Kelly be-

gan to correspond with the leading

3Iethodists, both in America and Eng-
land, and made a powerful impress-

ion on them for a more liberal polity

for the church. He won over Dr.

Coke and had a General Conference

called November 1, 1792 (and today

some say the ^Methodists owe this very

important part of their polity to Rev.

James 0 'Kelly). The purpose of

this conference was to revise the plan

of government for the church. After

discussing other things, on the second

day, Mr. 0 'Kelly offered the follow-

ing resolution

:

"After the Bishop appoints the

preachers at conference to their sev-

eral circuits, if anyone think himself

injured by the appointment he shall

have the liberty to appeal to the con-

( Continued on page 26.)
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Convention Organized at Union Ridge in 1836

Picture shows Buildings during Century

It is a trasfedy that years ago the

records of this grand old church, that

has made important history for the

religious body of which it is a member
and for the kingdom of onr ]\Iaster,

were lost. It is known that in 1815

Dr. James Watson deeded a piece of

land to the congregation worshipping

at this place. However, there was a

house of worship long before this

time. As early as 1776, religious

services were held here and the name

tions of the church and community
activities. In 1939, the beautiful

parsonage with modern equipment

was completed.

The early pastors are known oul}'

in part. Among these to the present

are the Revs. Thomas Reeves, George

Walker, Daniel W. Kerr, Jesse Cole,

James Turner, A. G. Anderson, and

Isaac N. Walter. These served prior

to the Civil War. From 1861 the

pastors are the Revs. R. G. Tinnin,

this conference, ministers were as-

signed to circuits. Lewis Craven was

sent to the Dan River Circuit, and, in

1830, organized Union, Va.

The conference tliat met here in

1812 began to make real history for

the Christian Church. Rev. T. J.

Fowler, who married the grand-

daughter of Rev. James 0 'Kelly, the

fnnnder of the Christian Church, of-

fered a motion that was carried to

publish a church paper to be knoAvn

Union Ridge Church Buildings

Upper right, 1815; lower left, 1827; lower right, 1908, upper left 1954-56

was Union Meeting House. The first

building was a log cabin or log house.

All ministers who belived in Jesus

Christ and him crucified and believed

in the Trinity Avere privileged to

preach here. Episcopalians. Metho-

dists, Baptists, and Christians held

services at will. The Christians at

this time seemed to be the strongest

religious body and in 1827 erected a

large frame building, which was re-

modeled and enlarged in 1852. In

1906, this Avas torn doAvn and the

present building erected in its place.

This house of Avorship Avas of concrete

blocks and quite attractive. About
1920, a log hut was built in the rear

of the church for Sunday scliool pur-

poses and for use hy other organiza-

E. W. Beale. W. S. Long, A. Isley,

W. T. Herndon, P. H. Fleming, W.
C. Wicker, C. C. Peel, J. AV. Holt, W.
L. Wells, W. M. Stevens, A. Grieg

Ritchie, and Kenneth Register, the

present pastor.

Eleven sessions of the N. C. and
Va. Conference have convened at this

churcli in the following years: 1828,

1842, 1846, 1850, 1852,
" 1859, 1883,

1905, 1916, 1933 and 1946. There

may have been another session be-

tAvecn 1860-1870 as there are no

records for this period.

The body here in session in 1828

was liuown as the General Meeting
and the church as Union Meeting-

House. Later, the name of the church

was changed to Vnim Chapel, At

as TriE Christian Sun. A commit-

tee of twelve Avas elected to be known

as the Southern Publishing Company,

Avith the authority to decide the place

of publication, elect an editor, and

secure subscribers. The first meeting

of this committee was held in May,

1843. Thomas J. Lynch Avas made

chairman and Daniel W. Kerr, editor.

In 1843, this conference had thirty

churches, only three had one hun-

dred members, and Union Chapel Avas

one of the three.

In 1846 at this place the confer-

ence approved the forming of the

Southern Church Association to be

composed of delegates from all the

conferences of the Soi^th. In 1849,

(Continued on page 31.)
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Highlights of Convention History

1856-1956
By WILLIAM T. SCOTT, Superintendent

The rise of the Southern Conven-

tion cannot be adequately described

apart from the religious and political

situation in the world, particularly in

the American Colonies, existing im-

mediately preceding, during and fol-

lowing the American Revolutionary

War. The rise of the Christian

Church in the South was a part of

three American simultaneous revolts

against ecclesiastical and theological

domination. Rev. James 0 'Kelly, a

native of Virginia, was the leader of

the rise of the Christian Church in

DR. WILLIAM B. WELLONS
First President

the South. He had been greatly in-

fluenced by the preachers of John

Wesley's Methodist Societies. A
deeply pious man, upon his conver-

sion, he became a Methodist lay

preacher himself in 1775. At the or-

ganization of the Methodist Episco-

pal Church in 1874, he became a min-

ister in that church. From that date

until 1792 he was the popular and

influential Presiding Elder in the

vast Southern District of Virginia

and North Carolina.

0 'Kelly was opposed to bishops.

At the
'

' General Conference '

' in Bal-

timore, in 1792, he sought to off-set

the growing power of the Methodist

Bishops by increasing democracy in

the church government. When his

"Right of Appeal" resolution failed,

he led 30 Methodist preachers from

the conference
;
although he still con-

tinued to seek amendments to the

Methodist discipline. To this end, in

1792, a meeting of the dissenters was
held at Reese Chapel in Charlotte

County, Va., where overtures were

made to Bishop Francis Asbury. The
petitions were rejected, and they met
on August 2, 1793, at Piney Grove,

in Chesterfield County, Va., where

they made further petitions to Bishop

Asbury, which were utterly rejected.

They then met at Manakin ToAvn, in

Powhatan County, Va., December 25,

1793, where Jomes 0 'Kelly reported

DR. E. F. WATSON
Second and only lay president

that all attempts at union had been

rejected by the Methodist Episcopacy

and "the door to negotiations was

shut. A separation, or slavish sub-

mission was unavoidable, and (we)

unanimously chose the former." The

group chose the name "Republican

Methodists" and agreed to convene

iu a general meeting in 1794.

August 4, 1794, has become famous

in Christian freedom in America. On
that date, James 0 'Kelly and his as-

sociates met at Old Lebanon Meeting

House, Surry County, Va., and offici-

ally organized the Christian Church.

AVhen the conference adjourned,

there were approximately thirty min-

isters and churches and 1,000 mem-
bers of the newly founded Christian

Church. This "General Meeting"

became, in fact, the "Southern" Con-

ference, which embraced the territory

covering the entire South—particu-

larly the states of Maryland and part

of Pennsylvania, Virginia, North

Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, and
what is now Kentucky and Tennes-

see. From the statistics given by one

of 0 'Kelly's associates, Rev. William

Guirey, in the Herald of Gospel Lib-

erty, in 1808, there were Christians

"in every state south of the Potomac
;

also a few churches in Pennsylvania.

From the best information I can ob-

tain, I suppose there are about 20,-

000 people in the southern and west-

ern states who call themselves by the

Christian name."

The Christians of the South from
1794 continued to meet in annual

general meetings until 1810, when
occurred the first disruption in their

ranks. At the General Meeting held

at Pine Stake Church, Orange Coun-

ty, Virginia, in 1810, there was violent

disagreement over the mode of bap-

tism, which tore the church asunder.

William Guirey led the Immersionist

group, and O'Kellj^, the other. 0'-

Kelly returned to organize the North
Carolina Conference, and Guirey led

the organization of the Virginia Con-

ference. The result "was that many
of the churches in Virginia and North

Carolina left the fellowship. The
various groups continued to meet in

informal local conferences, the min-

utes of which have never been found.

The first organized conferences of

which there are existing minutes were

what are now known as the Eastern

Virginia Conference, organized at

Holy Neck Church in 1817, and the

North Carolina and Virginia Confer-

ence organized in 1828. Evidently,

these conferences had met annually

prior to that time, but the minutes

are not available. The Christians

were at work in Georgia as early as

1808, and a Conference was organized

there about 1828. Conferences in

Alabama and Tennessee were organ-

ized shortly thereafter. A Conference

in the Valley of Virginia was organ-

ized about 1828, or earlier, and no

doubt, the churches in northern Vir-

ginia had been associated with the

Virginia Conference organized by
William Guirey in Caroline County
in 181], but most of the churches in

that area later became disaffected and
joined the Disciples of Christ, Pres-

byterian and Baptist Churches.

These organizations were the fore-

runners of the Southern Christian

Association organized at Good Hope
Church, Granville County, North

Carolina, in 1847, and which disband-

ed in favor of the Southern Conven-



Page Ten THE CHRISTIAN SUN April 26, 1956
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tion when it was organized at Union

Meeting House, Orange County (now

Alamance), September 30, 1856.

Strong uniting influences of the

Christiaiis in what is now the South-

ern Convention territory Avere those

of Rev. Daniel W. ICerr and Rev.

John R. Holt, pioneer educators, who
conducted private schools and acade-

mies, but the greatest single uniting

influence was the founding of The
Christian Sun in 1844, with Daniel

W. Kerr as the first editor.

The organizational meeting of the

Southern Convention (the title adopt-

ed at the time, the "General Conven-

tion of the Christian Church, South'"!

was held at Union Chapel, now known
as Union Ridge Congregational Chris-

tian Chu.reh, Alamance County, North

Carolina, beginning September 30,

1856, and lasting for five days. Dele-

gates were present from North Caro-

lina and Virginia. Letters of greeting

were received from churches and min-

isters in Louisiana, Texas and Geor-

gia. Dr. William B. Wellons was

elected president. A declaration was

made to the assembly, setting forth

the reasons for calling the Conven-

tion, among them being the situation

facing the Southern States with re-

gard to the slavery issue. The dele-

gates to the American Christian Con-

vention, in 3 854, in Cincinnati, Ohio,

had left the Convention in protest at

the anti-slavery resolution adopted

and the refusal of the Convention to

hear the minority report claiming the

right of private judgment and the

liberty of conscience in this grave is-

sue. Among the business matters

coming before the first Convention in

1856 were the formal adoption of the

"Five Cardinal Principles", the plans

for the establishment of the Southern

DR. WILLIAM S. LONG

Book Concern, and the publication of

The Christian Sun, then a part of

the Southern Christian Association.

The first regular session of the Con-

vention met May 5-8, 1858, at Cypress

Chapel Christian Church, Nansemond
County, Virginia, with delegates of

churches and ministers from North

Carolina and Virginia, Georgia, and

Alabama Conferences. Dr. E. F. Wat-
son, physician and layman from the

Union Ridge communitj% Alamance

County, North Carolina, was elected

President, he being the fir.st and only

PROFESSOR P. J. KERNODLE
Convention Secretary for 28 years, author

and publisher

layman to hold that position. At this

session, the transfer of The Chris-

tian Sun from the Southern Asso-

ciation was completed; Graham In-

stitute, which ultimately became Elon

College in 1888-1890, was placed un-

der the care of a Board by the Con-

vention, and plans made to increase

the financial support ; and a Mission-

ary Society was organized.

The Convention was scheduled to

meet in Raleigh in 1862, but because

of the war, there was no session. Dnr-

DR. p. H. FLEMING

in^" the Civil War, only the North

Carolina C<mferences met. The East-

ern Virginia and Valley Conferences

were unable to hold their sessions, as

were the Conferences in Missouri,

Tennessee, Georgia, and Alabama.

The next session of the Convention

was held at Mount Auburn Church,

Warren County, North Carolina, May
2, 1866, with only fourteen delegates

present from the shattered conferen-

ces and churches. Dr. William B.

Wellons was again elected President,

and upon taking the chair, delivered

an address at some length, touching

sorrowfully upon the eventful scenes

of the past eight years. He spoke

feelingly of the terrible ravages of

the late war and paid eloquent and
just tribute to the memories of min-

isters and laymen who had died or

been killed since the last meeting of

the Convention. The delegates spoke

pitiably of how church buildings had

been destroyed and how their mem-
bers had been killed. The sufferings

of the various sections of the South

were told with great agony, and ex-

cept for a determined Christian de-

votion, the discouraged delegates

would ha'^'e given up and gone home
from the Convention. However, sus-

tained by a vital faith in God and in

the principles of the Christian

Church, they set about to re-gather

the lost forces and begin the work
again. They remained in session for

four days. Plans were initiated for

the resuscitation and publication of

The Christian Sun, which had been

totally destroyed by the Federal

troops in Suffolk during the war.

"The Principles and Government of

the Christian Church" was adopted

and referred to a committee on re-

vision, composed of Dr. W. B. Wei-
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Ions, Revs. John M. jManning, Solo-

mon Apple, ajid Deacons Thomas J.

Ki]l)y anrl Alfred IMorino'. who were

authorized to prepare the manuscript

for publication.

The Convention adjourned to meet

in special session ^lay 1-4, 1867, again

at Blount Auburn C'liurch. Only the

North Carolina and Eastern Yirtrinia

Conferences were represented, but

plans were initiated for more ade-

quate financing for the interests of

the Convention.

Prior to the Civil War, Negroes

and whites in tlie South were mem-

bers of the same cliurch and minister-

ed to by the same pastor, according

to the prevailing- custom. Immediate-

ly following the War, most of the

Negroes preferred their own churches,

though until their deatli, a consider-

able number remained members of

the same church with their former

masters. With the support and assist-

f.nee of the Southern Convention and

Conferences, there arose in North

Carolina and Virginia about 1867,

Negro Conferences, and within a few

years, the Afro-Christian Convention

with a membership of about 15,000

souls. Frauklington Christian Col-

lege was founded in North Carolina

and supported by Negro and white

Christians from the South and the

North.

All of tlieso sessions of tlie South

ern Convention have been notewor-

thy, but space will permit only the

recounting of the highlights of some

of the Convention sessions : In 1870,

at Suffolk, Virginia, fraternal dele-

gates were present at the Convention

from New England, and the first at-

tempt at reconciliation was made ; in

1871, at Providence Church, Graham,

North Carolina, the Convention ern-

lihasized Christian union and adopt-
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ed a ''IManifesto" calling for the un-

jnn of all churches with the slogan,

"Nothing should separate us but

sin"; in 1882, at IMorrisville, N. C,

the Convention initiated plans for a

denominational college, and delegates

were sent to the American Christian

Convention ; in 1886, at I\Iount Au-
burn Church, a Foreign ]Mission

DR. I. W. JOHNSON
Convention Secretary, 28 years

Board was named. Rev. J. P. Barrett,

editor of The Christian Sun, was

named "Children's Secretary", and

delegates were again sent to the Am-
erican Christian Convention, of wdiich

Dr. D. A. Long from the South was
elected president, and a Theological

Department was set up in connection

with Sufl'olk Collegiate Institute, Suf-

folk, Virginia, with Rev. W. AV. Sta-

ley chosen as teacher; at Providence

Churcli, Graham, N. C, the Conven-

tion met in special session September

11-14, 1888, when the founding of

Elon College was authorized, the Col-
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lege openim;- for its first session Sep-

tember ?, 1890, with 76 students and

a feculty of six.

In 1890, the churches of the South

and North were reunited. Prior to

1892, the Southern Convention had

met quadrennially, but at that ses-

sion, they adopted the biennial session

plan. In 1894, the Convention met at

[Memorial Christian Temple, Norfollv,

Virginia, which had been constructed

with financial assistance of the North-

ern as well as the Southern churches.

In 1896, Christian Endeavor was en-

dorsed, and in 1898 plans were adopt-

ed to raise funds through the Con-

ferences for Elon College, with the

1900 session creating the "Twentieth

Century Fund" for Elon College. In

1904, Elon College was reported out

of debt for the first time.

Pursuant to actions begiui for the

establishment of an orphanage in

1896, a charter was secured for tlie

Christian Orphanage, and in 190.'>,

land ^\as purchased, and construc-

tion began on a two-story building.

On January 28, 1907, the first child

was admitted to the orphanage, where

Rev. J. L. Foster was the first Super-

intendent.

In 1908, there were 100 ministers,

200 churches, and 20,000 members re-

ported from the Conferences of North

Carolina, Mrginia, Alabama, and

Georgia.

Home Mission work was huuiched

by the Southern Chiistians at their

organizational meeting in 1794 and

early there was agitation for Foreign

Mission work, with some j\lissionai\y

Societies being organized in local

churches. However, it was not until

the 1880 "s that the strong agitation

in the Southern Convention led by

Rev. P. T. Klapp resulted in organ-

ized Foreign J\Iissionary work in Ja-
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pan and Puerto Rico. The Home
Mission Board of the Southern Con-

vention was organized in 1906, in-

corporated in 1912, which corpora-

tion in turn was amended in 1918 to

include both Home and Foreign Mis-

sions. The name "The Mission Board

of the Southern Convention" Avas

adopted. In 1908, Col. J. E. West
was named chairman of the Board

and continued to serve as such until

1944—for thirty-two years. In 1912,

the Woman's Board of Home and

Foreign Missions was elected, with

Mrs. C. H. Rowland, chairman. This

organization led to the formation of

the Woman's Missionary Convention

in 1914, now the Women's Fellow-

ship of the Soutliern Convention of

Congregational Christian Churches.

In 1909, Dr. J. 0. Atkinson was elect-

ed Secretary of the Mission Board

without salarj^, and was elected by
the Convention as Mission Field Sec-

retary with salary, beginning his serv-

ice September 1, 1917. He held this

position with honor, distinction, and
great effectiveness until his death

July 2, 1940. In 1920, the Conven-

tion initiated the "Men and Missions

Forward Movement" in cooperation

with the Christian denominational

program. In 1922, it was reported

that churches and individuals in the

Convention had subscribed $533,-

911.70.

At the 1922 session of the Conven-

tion, Bethlehem Jmiior College (now
Southern Union College), Wadley,

Alabama, was founded, and trustees

elected. In 1926, the Convention was
incorporated, and a new financial plan

was inaugurated. In 1928, union witli

the Congregational Church was ini-

tiated in the Convention as a part of

the proposed union of the Christian

and Congregational denominations,

with final approval being voted by the

Convention in 1930, and consumma-
tion of the union in 1931. In 1934,

the name of the Convention was
changed to the Southern Convention

of Congregational Christian Churches,

and the Alabama and Georgia Chris-

tian Churches requested permission

to withdraw from the Convention to

affiliate with state Conferences in

those states with the Congregational

Churches, while the Congregational

Churches in the Conferences of the

Carolinas and in Virginia affiliated

with the Christian Conferences of the

Southern Convention. In 1938, the

office of Promotional Secretary was
established, Dr. F. C. Lester being

elected to that position. At the 1944

session of the Convention, he became

Superintendent, which position he

held until 1946. The Southern Con-

vention office was established in 1944,

and upon the resignation of Dr. Lest-

er, Dr. William T. Scott became Sup-

erintendent in 1946.

In 1948, it was proposed that there

be elected a secretary of Stewardship

DR. W. MILLARD STEVENS

and Evangelism to serve the Conven-

tion, and a plan to finance this office

was introduced. In 1954, Re^-. Fred
P. Register was elected to that posi-

tion. The Youth work was officially

recognized when Christian Endeavor
Avas adopted in 1896, with organiza-

DR. JESSE H. DOLLAR

tions being estal)lished in the confer-

ences from that date, but the most

significant step was taken in 1923,

Avhen the Board of Religious Educa-

tion and other interests of the Con-

vention provided a Field Secretary

in the person of Miss Lucy M. Eld-

redge. Since that time, the following

persons have served as Youth Secre-

taries: Miss Pattie Lee Coghill (who

served two different terms), Miss

Jewell Truitt (Mrs. A. R. Van Cleve),

Miss Betty Chicoine (Mrs. John Eld-

redge), and in 1954, Rev. John S.

Graves succeeded Miss Coghill fol-

lowing her second term of service.

In 1951, Mr. and Mrs. W. W. Sel-

lers of Burlington, N. C, donated the

"Moonelon" property of 17 acres

near Elon College, including a lake,

swimming pool, a caretaker's house,

and lodge, for a conference and camp
center for youtli and other interests

of the church. Since that time, three

additional buildings have been erect-

ed, providing for approximately 100

persons (Avith total property value of

approximately $100,000), wliich pro-

ject the Laymen's FelloAvship is sup-

porting financially.

In 1947, the Laymen's FelloAvship

of the Southern Convention Avas or-

ganized with George D. Colclough

as the first president, and since that

date, the laj'men haAe played an in-

creasingly important role in the life

of our churches.

Since its organization in 1856, the

Convention has had 13 presidents:

Rev. William B. Wellons, 1856-58;

1866-1877; Dr. E. F. Watson (lay-

man) 1858; Rev. J. T. Whitley, 1878;

Rev. W. S. Long, 1879-1886 ; Rev. W.
W. S'taley, 1886-1890, 1904-1922;

Rev. P. H. Fleming, 1900-1904; Rev.

L. E. Smith, 1922-1932; Rev. S. C.

Harrell, 1932-1940 ; Rev. H. S. Hard-
castle, 1940-1944; Rev. W. E. Wisse-

man, 1944-1948; Rev. J. G. Truitt,

1948-1950 ; Rev. W. M. Stevens, 1950-

1954; Rev. J. II. Dollar, 1954-1956.

The convention has had eleven sec-

retaries as follows : Dr. E. F. Watson,
A. S. Hill, Rev. C. A. Apple (13

years), P. J. Kernodle (28 years).

Rev. J. P. Barrett, Rev. I. W. John-

son (28 years), Rev. Ja)nes H. Light-

bourne, Sr., Rev. R. A. Whitten, Rev.

J. E. Neese, Rev. W. M. Stevens, and
Rev. H. E. Robinson.

There have been eight treasurers:

T. J. Kilby, Alfred Moring (28

years), J. A. Mills (20 years). Rev.

W. C. Wicker (22 years), L. L. Vau-
gham (8 years), Mrs. Mattie Cox
Parker, George D. Colclough, and
Walter L. Cooper.

The Christian Sun has had thir-

teen editors—two prior to the organi-

zation of the Convention in 1856 (D.

W. Kerr, 1844-1850
;
Henry B. Hayes,

1850-1855.) Since 1856, eleven have

served as follows: Rev. Henry B.

Hayes, Rev. William B. Wellons (22

years), Rev. J. T. Whitley, Rev. J.

P. Barrett, Rev. W. G. Clements, Rev.

E. L. Moffitt, Rev. J. 0. Atkinson

(28 years), Eev. F. C. Lester, Rev.

Robert Lee House, John T. Kernodle

and Rev. S. C. Harrell.
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The Development of the

Superintendency

By SUPERINTENDENT WILLIAM T. SCOTT

At the first regular meeting of the

Sounthern Con-^'cntion, held at Cy-

press Chapel in Virginia, in May,

1858, a motion was passed that a de-

claration should be made setting forth

the principles, sentiments and gov-

ernment of the Christian Church. At
Mount Auburn Church, Warren
County, North Carolina, in May 1866,

after free and full discussion it was

voted that there should be prepared

DR. FLETCHER C. LESTER

A Declaration of Principles and
Form of Government Suitahle to the

Christian Church (Duties of the

President : The form of Government
adopted by the Southern Convention

—General Christian Convention of

the South—provides that the Presi-

dent shall "visit as many of the Con-

ferences at their annual sessions as

he can and confer, counsel, and ad-

vise Avith the brethren.") The or-

ganization was headed by a presi-

dent. The Rev. William B. Wellons,

of Virginia, a brilliant and judicious

leader, was elected to the office. As
president, the name, personality, con-

secration, wise statesmanship and

leadership of Dr. Wel]ftns ijt) the Con-

A ention perhaps did "lore t^ preserve

the Christian Church folloAving the

Civil War than any other man. Since

James 0 'Kelly, he did more to estab-

lish the Christian Churches; and as

the Convention's executive officer, he

visited and served freely the confer-

ences, churches and pastors as a fra-

ternal counselor.

After a short interim following Dr.

Wellon's death, Dr. W. W. Staley of

Suff^olk, Virginia, became President of

DR. WILLIAM T. SCOTT

the Convention, which office lie held

for more than 35 years. Like Dr. Wel-
lons, Dr. Staley was knoAvn far and
wide as the executive officer of the

Convention. He, too, visited its con-

ferences, churches and pastors, and
assisted in the establishing of many
of the Convention's institutions and
Boards. His wise counsels were high-

ly valued, warmly welcomed, and
they are traditions among us till this

day. As executive officer of the Con-

vention, Dr. Staley represented the

Convention in many national inter-

church movements, being a charter

member of the Federal Council of

Churches of Christ in America.

In 1917 the Convention elected Dr.

J. 0, Atkinson to the position of Mis-

sion S'^cretary, which office he held

until his death in 1940. As such. Dr.

Atkinson not only developed and or-

ganized the cause of missions, but

he became the trusted counselor and
adviser of churches, pastors, confer-

ences and institutions of the Con-

vention. Seldom did a conference,

church or institution take significant

action without the counsel of Dr. At-

kinson, and few pastors changed their

fields of labor -wdthout consulting with

him. For all practical purposes. Dr.

Atkinson was the Superintendent of

the Southern Convention, imoffieially

to be sure, but his services were not

unlike those performed by the sup-

erintendency growing up in the Con-

gregational Churches during the past

25 or 30 years. For instance, the

Superintendent of Massachusetts is

still officially "the President of the

Massachusetts Missionary Society.
'

'

When the merger of the Christian and
Congregational Churches was effect-

ed. Dr. Atkinson was regarded as a

superintendent by the General Coun-

cil and its Boards.

AVith the development and growth

of the Convention and its enterprises,

tlie necessity became evident for a

full-time paid servant of the Conven-

tion Avho Avould perform many duties

Avhich pastors and officers having oth-

ov Avork could not perform. There-

fore, at the session of the Southern

('oin-<Mi1iou of 1938, held at Ports-

iiiDutli, \'irainia, the office of Promo-

tional Secretary Avas established for

" promotiuu' all the enterprises of the

Convention", anri Dr. F. C. Lester

A\as ':^lcctod to the positioji. At the

.session nf the f-onA'cntion held at

Keidsvillc in 1914, the Principles and

Government Avere revised and a con-

stitution adopted. It provided for the

title of "Promotional Secretary" to

be changed to "Superintendent", and
the Convention Office was established.

The Superintendent thereupon be-

came the paid execiitive officer of the

Convention, and as such his duties

outlined by the Convention included

the promotion of all causes and enter-

pi ises of the Convention, visitation of

local churches, pastors and confer-

(Miccs as a fraternal coruiselor and

servant, but Avithout authority over

cither. The Superintendent thus be-

came the elected representative and

servant of the democratic body of our

churches, subject to election and re-

call by the church. Ilis services are

niider the direction of the Conven-

tion Executive Board. Dr. Lester

scrAcd until 1946, Avlien Dr. William

T. Scott Avas elected and has served

to the present time,
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The Christian Sunand the Church
By REV. WALSTEIN W. SNYDER
Chairman of the Board of Publications

In the year 1833 at Kedar (now

Mount Aubvirn) Church, Warren
County, North Carolina, one of the

first efforts was exerted to establish

a church paper. At this meeting of

the North Carolina and Virginia

Conference a motion Avas adopted to

the effect that efforts be made to

establish the printing of a paper in

North Carolina. The paper Avas to be

entitled "The Christian Intelligenc-

er." An Editorial Committee Avas

appointed consisting of Elij^ih LeA\ el-

ling, Thomas RecA^es, Daniel W. Kerr

and J. P. Lemay.

From all accounts, there was noth-

ing done until nine years later at a

meeting of the North Carolina and
Virginia Conference at Union Ridge,

Orange (noA¥ Alamance County)

County, North Carolina, on May 14,

1842. At this conference a resolu-

tion was adopted to establish a month-

ly periodical ncAA^spaper to be called

The Christian Sun. A committee

of tweh'e was appointed to be the

Christian Publishing Committee.

Those appointed Avere : Elders Thom-
as J. FoAvler, Jesse K. Cole, Tapley

Petty, Lovick Laraberth, Shubal T-

A'ans, and Martin Staley; Laymen
James A. Whitsit, John R. Holt,

James Graham, Thomas Lynch, Sam-
uel Hargroves, and Bingham Apple.

Immediately folloAA'ing adjourn-

ment of the conference the commit-

tee on publication met and elected

Thomas Lynch of Orange County,

North Carolina, as Chairman of the

committee. Elder Daniel W. Kerr of

Junto, Orange County, North Caro-

lina, was selected as the Editor. It

Avas also decided to print three hun-

dred copies of a suitable prospectus

Avhich would be circulated to secure

subscriptions.

The only jiublic statement about

the paper between March, 1842 and
February, 1844 was made by Elder
Kerr at Pleasant Grove, in Ran-
dolph County, North Carolina, on

September 29, 1843. Here he made
the statement: "That the publication

of The Christian Sun Avill soon com-
mence.

"

On February 17, 1844, the first

issue of The Christian Sun Avas

published, witli Elder Daniel W.
Kerr as Editor and Dennis Heart of

Hillsboro, N. C. as printer

In 1847 Elder Kerr was at the

organizational meeting of the South-

ern Christian Association at Good
Hope in GrauA'ille County, North

Carolina and reported to conference,

Avhich met later at Pope's Chapel,

that its delegates had transferred

The Christian Sun to this associa-

tion.

Elder Kerr remained the Editor

until his death on May 15, 1850, at

Pittsboro, North Carolina. After his

death Elder Henry B. Hayes became

the Editor. Soon thereafter the pap-

er Avas changed to a Aveeldy publica-

tion. Elder Hayes remained lihe

Edhor until 1855 when Elder W. B.

Wellons became the Editor.

In 1856 at the organizational meet-

ing of The Southern Christian Con-

vention at Union Ridge a committee

of three Avas appointed to contact the

Southern Christian Association at

its next meeting and request that

body to transfer its interest in The
Christian Sun to The Southern

Christian Convention. B. P. Watson,

( innsT!A>< s
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Above is a Print of the First Page of the First Issue of The Christian Sun

So far as is known there is no copy extant.
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T. G. Williams, and E. W. Beale were

appointed as members of this com-

mittee.

At the first regular session of The

Sonthern Christian Convention at

Cypress Chapel, in Naiisemond Coun-

ty, Virginia, in 1858, this committee

made its report. The Southern Chris-

tian Association agreed that The
Christian Sun should be placed un-

der the patronage and control of the

Southern Christian Convention. The

Convention adopted a resolution ac-

cepting The Christian Sun from

the Southern Christian Association.

The paper at that time had fifteen

hundred subscribers, the price was

one dollar and a half, and the Rev.

W. B. Wellons A^as by the conven-

tion elected the Editor. Since 1856,

Avith the exception of from 1863 to

1867, The Christian Sun has been

published continuously. The editors

since 1856 are the following : W. B.

Wellons, 1855-77; J. T. Whitley,

1878; J. P. Barrett, 1879-82; D. B.

Dunbar and W. T. Walker, 1882-86

;

J. P. Barrett, 1886-92; W. G. Clem-

TtiE CHRif^.TiAN Sun is one hundred

years old today (February 17, 1894),

the first issue having been published

on February 17, 1844, although issu-

ed as the January number. . . .

During this hundred years, the

paper was issued without serious in-

terruption except for a period of

a])proximately four years during the

War Between the States. Publica-

tion was discontinued possibly early

in 1863, and was started again in

1867.

The masthead of the first paper

tells Us it was issued from on office

at -Junto Academy, Orange County,

North Carolina, and that the print-

ing was (lone by D. Ileartt at Hills-

borough. It is hardly necessary to

say that it was edited by Rev. Daniel

W. Kerr. Elder Kerr later moved to

Pittsboro, North Carolina. He served

as editor until 1850, when a stroke

of paralysis brought his career to a

close. As a teacher, as a preacher,

and as an editor, he was probably not

surpassed in his time. A contempo-

rary says that "no one has ever been

as influential in the North Carolina

and Virginia Conference as lie was."

After Elder Kerr's death, The
Christian Sun was published in

Raleigh, North Carolina, under the

editorship of Rev. PI. B. Hayes, until

]S55, whfii it was moved to Suffolk,

ents, 1892-96; E. L. Moffitt, 1896-

1900; J. 0. Atkinson, 1900-16; C. B.

Riddle, 1916-22; J. P. Barrett, 1922-

REV. DANIEL W. KERR

24; J. 0. Atkinson, 1924-36; F. C.

Lester, 1936-42; R. L. House. 1942-

53; J. T. Kernodle, 1953-54; S. C.

Harrell, 1954-.

Virginia, and Dr. W. B. Wellons be-

came its editor. Dr. Wellons served

from 1855 to 1875, excluding of

course the period during the war.

JOHN T. KERNODLE
Editor, Managing Editor; for 34 years Pub-

lisher of "The Christian Sun"

and under his management Tpie

CuKisTiAx Sun became officially the

organ of the newly formed Southern

Comeution. Dr. Wellons served as

editor to within a year of his death.

Rev. J. T. Whitley served as editor

fill' ^)iic bieniiium, till 1877, and was

followed by Rev. William T. Walker
and Rev. D. T. Dunbar, each serving

approximately two years.

In 1881, Rev. J. Pressley Barrett

became the editor and served until

1894. It was during his energetic

editorship that the sentiment for a

college crystalized, and Elon College

was foimded. The veteran minister.

Rev. K. G. Clements, followed him,

but served for only one year.

Dr. E. L. IMoffitt became the editor

in 1895 and served for three years.

Dr. J. 0. Atkinson followed him and
A\'as editor from 1898 until 1916. He
in turn was succeeded by C. B. Rid-

dle, who edited the paper until 1922.

During these .years The Christian
Sun was printed at Elon College, and
later, at Burling-ton, North Carolina.

In 1923, the office of publication

was moved to Richmond, Virginia,

and Dr. J. P. Barrett, for a second

time became the paper's editor, which
office he held until his death. May 1,

1924.

Fpon the death of Dr. Barrett, Dr.

Atkinson again assumed the editor-

ship and served until 1936. Dr. At-

kinson served as editor during his

tAvo terms a total of nearly thirty

years, interrupted by a six months'

illness during his last term, when the

3nanaging editor, J. T. Kernodle, as-

sumed for that time the duties of

editor, with the assistance of a tem-

porary editorial staff.

Rev. F. C. Lester served success-

fully as editor for four years, and

wa« succeeded, in 1940, by Rev. Rob-

ert Lee House, Avho served until his

death on January 20, 1953. At this

time J. T. Kernodle again became

interim editor, serving until July 1,

1954, when the present editor. Dr. S.

C. Harrell entered upon his duties.

Only two of the former editors are

now living, Dr. F. C. Lester and C.

B. Riddle. The Avriter, himself, is

noAv of age, having served The Chris-

tian Sun in the capacity of publisher,

managing editor, and interim editor

during more than 21 (this should

noAv read 34) years.

Just one further Avord. The at-

tempt has been made to be accurate

in all statements of time, place, etc.

in this issue. But records do not

agree, and if there are diserepencies,

it is not because of lack of care on

the part of editor or management.

J. T. ICernodle.

NOTE: The above historicial sketch was
printed in The Cliristian Sun on the occasion

of its one hundredth anniversary. It is re-

printed here with slight deletions and ad-

ditions for our readers information.

As a Matter of History
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Centennial Churches in Southern

Convention

FORTY-EIGHT HAVE SERVED A CENTURY OR MORE

As nearly as we are able to deter-

mine from the records available, there

are approximately 50 churches in the

Southern Convention one hundred

years old or older. The history of

any one of these churches would

1838; Mayland, near Broadway, a-

bout 1808; Timber Ridge, in West
Virginia near High View, 1812.

Eastern Virginia Conference: An-
tioch, near Windsor, prior to 1800,

an Episcopal Chapel (called "Old

ence: Christian Chapel, Corinth, near

Pittsboro, 1820; Damascus, near

Chapel Hill, about 1797; Fuller's

Chapel, near Henderson, prior to

1840; Martha's Chapel, in Chatham
County, 1803 ; Moore Union, near

S'anford, prior to 1850; Good Hope,

near Pranklinton, 1810, where the

Southern Christian Association was

formed in 1847
;
Hayes Chapel, Gar-

ner, prior to 1850; Mount Auburn
(Kedar), Warren County, where the

Southern Convention met first follow-

ing the Civil War, 1820 ; Oak Level,

near Franklinton, 1842; 0 'Kelly's

Chapel, Chatham County, 1794;

Pope's Chapel, Granville County,

Center, O'Kelly's Chapel; upper right, Apple's Chapel; lower right, Pleasant Hill;

lower left. Providence Memorial (Graham); upper left, Damascus (E.N.C.)

make an interesting story. Space
will not permit a recounting of their

histories at this time, but in the fu-

ture issues of The Christian Sun
they should be given. In this issue,

the history of Union Ridge is given,

due to the observance there of the

Convention's Centennial Session.

The following list of the earliest

r'hristian Churches still extant has

been compiled from the best available

records

:

Virginia Valley Central Conference :

Antioch, near Harrisonburg, 1833 or

earlier; Bethlehem, near New Mar-
ket, 1850; Joppa, near Edinburgh,

Chapel") as early as 1719; Barretts,

near Wakefield, prior to 1800; Cy-

press Cha])el, prior to 1798; Bethle-

hem, near Suffolk, 1848
;
Holy Neck,

near Holland, 1796 or earlier; Nor-

folk, First. 1846; Christian Temple,

organization dates back to Old Prov-

idence, 1804, merged with Third and
]\Iemorial Temple to form Christian

Temple in 1924; Spring Hill (orrig-

inally "HoUoAvays"). near Waverly,
prior to 1830; Union (called Joyn-

er's), near Franklin, prior to 1826;

Sunbury, "Damascus, 1832; Union,

near Dendron, 1848.

Eastern North Co/roUnei, Confer-

1794, was a Wesleyan Society prior

to 1784; Wake Chapel, Fuquay

Springs, 1856; Raleigh, first church

formed as early as 1807, re-organized

1847.49^ present church formed 1881,

first to unite with Congregational

Church (1927) ; Catawba Springs

(Pleasant Spring), 1803, perhaps it

was one of the "Christian Baptist"

churches to unite Avith the North Car-

olina Christian Conference.

Western North Carolina Confer-

ence: Antioch, Chatham County, pri-

or to 1810; Brown's Chapel, near

Robbing, 1843; Hanks Chapel, near

Pittsboro, 1835; Parks Cross Roads,
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Cypress Chapel Church, near Suffolk, Virginia

near Ramseur, 1849 ; Pleasant Grove,

near Bennett, 1832; Pleasant Plill,

near Liberty, 1823, called "Pond's,"
here M'as organized what Avas prob-

ably the first Temperance vSociety in

North Carolina; Pleasant Ridge, near

Ramseur, 1849; Shady Grove, near

Troy, 1840; Shiloh, near Ramseur,
1842.

North Carolina and Virginia Con-

ference: Apple's Chapel, near Gib-

sonville, prior to 1809 ;
Bethlehem,

Altamahaw, 1832; Providence, Gra-

ham, about 1794, a church and school

Avere there prior to 1763 ; Shallow

Ford (formerly "Iluffines"), 1834;

Mt. Zion, near IMebane, about 1832,

near the site of Junto Academy,

where Rev. D. W. Kerr edited the

first issue of The Christian Sux in

1844; Union Ridge, prior to 1815;

Union, Halifax County, Va., prior to

1830 ; Pleasant Grove, Halifax Coun-

ty, Va., 1804; Salem Chapel, Forsyth

County, near Walnut Cove, 1854 or

earlier.

Wm. T. Scott.

Holy Neck Church, near Holland, Virginia



Page Eighteen THE CHRISTIAN SUN April 26, 1956

Elon College Serves the Church
By PRESIDENT LEON EDGAR SMITH

The U culers of the Christian Chiireh

ill the South in the latter part of tlie

nineteenth century knew that \i then-

t'hnrch were to take its place alon^i

with other (UMioiuinations and render

ventoi-y of A\]iat it had and of what

was already being done in the field

of higher education. It found Junto

Academy, an institution near jMebane,

Xoi'th Carolina, founded around 1826

by l\e\'erend Daniel W. Kerr; Suf-

folk CJollegiate Institute, founded by

Keverend W. P>. Wellons and nurtur-

ed by P. J. Kernodle ; Graham Nor-

mal Institute, founded in 1852 (pre-

ceded h\ a school at Providence

Church, Graham, N. C.) by Dr. Wil-

liam Long, assisted by Dr. Daniel

Albright Long, the Turrentines, the

Holts, Jonathan Worth (later Gov-

I r . 1 . I 1.E0NIDAS MOFFITT

tlie service God had called upon it to

render, a trained leadership for i)ul-

pit and pew was imperative. Tliey

.also realized that to train efficient

and effective leadership for the

church, the church itself must pro-

vide that traiiiiii'-i' with cmpliasi'-,

not only on scholastic and cultural

values, but also on Christian charac-

ter and a knowlcd'jc of the l$i!»lc. A
diffei-ent t^ pe of instructor from tluU

usually required by secular institu-

tions would be necessary, also.

From tlic beginnings of the Chris-

tian Chill cii in the South uiuler the

leadership of James 0 'Kelly in 179J.

this desire for Christian training had
been constantly expressed by the

leaders and ministers. As early .as

18J:9. the Xorth Carolina and Vir-

ginia Confcreiire, in session at Hank's

Chapel Christian Church, had acted

favorably upon a recommendati(m
from Union Ridge Church which call-

ed for the appointing of a committee

"to mature jilans by which might be

established and erected within the

bounds of the conference an institn-

tiou for the promotion of geU'Tal

education; and also to att'onl facili-

ties iov young men expecting h) en-

gage ill tlie Christian ministry to pre-

pare for that imporl:ant work."'

TlieNc convictions ;a-oii^c.l the

church and it beaaii to take an in-

DR. WILLIAM ALLEN HARPER

ernor of Xorth Carolina) and others

of this section. In these schools the

early ministers of our churches, as

weil as laymen, taught, studied and

found inspiration for their Avork; but

as late as 1874, there was only one

full graduate in the ranks of our

Ciiristiaii ministry.

Al-/0\e any single action for ])ro-

gress of the clnirches of the Southern

Convention, perhaps even to this day,

stands one far-reaching event: a

special session of the Convention was
called to meet at the now-historical

ProA idence Church in Graham, North
Carolina, on Sei)tember 11, 1888, to

make definite pkins for a church col-

lege. This session lasted for thnv^

days. The Convention "heard and

expanded the significant resolution"

from the Committee on Schools and

Colleges and by unanimous "senti-

ment" accepted the resolution of-

fered by Dr. W. S. Long, which "es-

tablished a denominational college of

the Convention."

Also, the histories, traditions and

accomplishments of the three former

institutions were to be preserved and

perpetuated in this new college. The
Convention in session elected Dr. Wil-

liam Samuel Long to serve as first

president, with a faculty of three;

Reverend John Urquart Newman
{who served on the faculty for fifty

years), Capt. S. A. Ilolleman, and

Professor J. H. Stockard.

The academic year was fixed to be-

gin immediately in the leased Graham
College buildings. Likewise, the Con-

vention elected a Board of Trustees

of 15 members, with a Provisional

Board elected, consisting of Rever-

ejul W. S. Long', president ; Reverend

-1. P. Barrett, secretary; F, 0. Mor-

iiig, treasurer; Col. Junius H. Hard-

en, and Dr. G. S. Watson, charging

their immediate selection of a site

and name for the college.

The Provisional Board received of-

fers of cash and land from Greens-

boro, Gibsonville, Graham, Burling-

ton and Mill Point for a permanent

location of the school. On December

20, 1888, the large oak grove—what
is now the campus of Elon College

—

in what A\as then Mill Point (so

know because it was on the railroad

and therefore a transportation center

for nearby textile mills) was selected.

The 25-acre campus was given by the

Honorable W. H. Trollinger of Haw
River, N. C. ; and 23 additional acres

and .$4,300 in cash were given by the

citizens of the rural community sur-

DR. LEON EDGAR SMITH
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Alamance Building, which houses the Administrative Offices and Class Rooms of the College

rounding this site. The college and
town were christened "Elon, " mean-
ing "Oak," by Professor P. J. Ker-
nodle because of the beautiful oak
trees.

The General Assembly of the State

of North Carolina chartered Elon
College on March 11, 1889. On May
7 of that year, the first shovel of dirt

was removed for the foundation of

the administration building; and on
May 20, the first brick Avas laid, with
appropriate ceremonies, by Lizzie J.

Long, young daughter of President

and Mrs. W. S. Long. On July 18,

1889, a cornerstone was laid by the

Masonic Order. The building con-

tract was let to John W. Long.

East Dormitory was begun at about
the same time as the Administration
Building, but neither building was
completed at the opening of school on
September 2, 1890.

For the classes beginning on that

date, there were five professors and
two department heads, who opened
the doors of Elon College to the 76
students who had registered. The
first faculty of Elon College proper
were : President W. S. Long, J. U.

Newman, J. 0. Atkinson, S. A. Ilolle-

man, Miss Berta Moring and Miss
Lena Beale.

President Long served as Financial

Agent as well as the first President.

He rode and drove "Old Bob," his

faithful horse, thousands of miles to

raise funds with vvhieh to erect Elon
College.

The first cash donation to the col-

lege was made by Mr. John P. Bland
of Pittsboro, N. C, in the amount of

$5.00, Avhile President Long, himself,

had the distinction of making the first

subscription. The first public appeal

for funds was made at Berea Chris-

tian Chui-ch, Naiisemond Coujity, Va.

[t I'osulted in tlie raisiii'j of $681.05,

of wliit-h Deacon Willis J. Lee, a tnis-

I'-e of the college, gave $250.00.

When the college was started, there

were no endowniont funds. At the

Convention session in 1898, held in

Raleigh, N. C., a plan was adopted to

"raise money annually" for Elon
L'oUego from the conferences through

the local chiu'ches. The appovtion-

Committee Appointed by the Convention to Select a College Site

This picture was taken in front of East Dormitory by the blackgum tree

where the first prayer was said after selection of the place. Those in the

picture, from left to right are: Col.
J. H. Harden, G. S. Watson, M. D.,

Dr. W. S. Long, Dr. J. P. Barrett, and Dr. J. W. Wcllons, who succeeded

F. O, Moring after his death.
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ment plan has been used all through

tlie years by the churches for the sup-

port of the college.

Dr. W. S. Long continued his faith-

ful services as president until 1894,

when he was succeeded by Dr. Wil-

liam Wesley Staley. Dr. Staley serv-

ed 11 years as non-resident president,

without salary, while he continued

his work as pastor of the SutTolk

Christian Church.

The Christian Church has produc-

ed no leader of finer caliber than Dr.

Staley. I lis loyalty, sacrifice, sense

of ('('oiioinic vahies and his consecra-

tion to his task were significant fac-

ttii's ill establishing- a work well be-

gun. In 1902, Dr. Staley reported to

the Convention that the college was
out of debt.

Dr. Staley resigned in 1906 and
was succeeded by Dr. Emmett Leon-

idfis ]Moffitt, under Avhose leadership

We-t Dormitory and a power house

were built. The campus was eom-
jiletely modernized : electric lights

were installed, and a deep well was
drilled, making running water avail-

able in all buildings with a sewer

system outlet. Dr. Moffitt Avas a

gentleman in the true sense of the

word, the soul of honor. He prob-

ably made the greatest personal sacri-

fi(';> ill coming to Elon College of any
man to serve her interests.

Tlie fourth president of Elon Col-

le<;e Avas Dr. William Allen Harper,
who served the college from 1911 un-

til 19:M. In 1912, the Alumni Build-

ing, which housed the gymnasium
(then the most modern gymnasium in

the state) and also served as a dorm-
itory for men, Avas erected. In 1914,

Ladies Hall Avas constructed.

Nine years later, on January 18,

1928, disaster struck. An earlj^ morn-
ing fire laid in ruins the Administra-

t'on Building, Avhieh housed all de-

partments of the college, including

the library and records. But, as is

usually the case, out of those ruins

;!i-ose an opportunity Avhich called

forth tlie best in sacrifice from loyal

friends, a groAving alumni and a ded-

icated clnireh, now brought to a full

realization of the value of our college.

Five haiulsrime, fireproof buildings:

Alamance, ]\Iooney, Duke Science,

Whitley Auditorium and Carlton Li-

brary.—Avere erected to take tlie place

of the one that Avas gone.

During Dr. Harper's admniisira-

tion, l']ton College first IcH-ame fully

accredited, Avith membership in the

Southern Association of Colleges and
Secondary Schools in 1923, but on ac-

count of serious financial conditions

md the depression that fplloAved, it

Avas dropped from the Association in

1931. Not until 11 years later Avas

the college admitted again to full

membership in the Association.

Dr. Harper also broiTght national

recognition to the college in the field

of Religious Education through his

luiblished books and the construction

of the first Religious Education Build-

ing on a college campus. The slogan,

"Christian Character, First and Al-

Avays at Elon" Avas adopted at this

time. The maximum enrollment dur-

ing Dr. Harper's administration was
420 students. Dr. Harper's Avork Avas

constructive and laid the basic foun-

dation upon Avhich the college has

been able to operate in its many divi-

sions of usefulness. His resignation

Avas accepted May 30, 1931.

The college Avas Avithoiit a presi-

dent, really, until August, 1932; but

in NoA-eraber 1931, Dr. Leon Edgar
Smith, pastor of the Christian Tem-
])le, Norfolk, Virginia, agreed tem-

porarily to relinquish his church and
see Avhat <'ould be done 1)y Avay of

salvaging Avhat seemed a hopeless sit-

uation. The college Avas financially

embarrassed. The total debt amount-
ed to $768,000. There was no money
in the treasury, but more than 700

creditors AA'ere elamorina' for pay-

ments, Avhile no credit Avas extended
by its former friends. On the open-

ing day in September 1931, only 86

students registered and Avere taught

by a discouraged faculty. It took

fi^•e years of hard Avork and hard
living before courageous faculty mem-
bers could receive their salaries in

full. But by co-operatiA'e understand-

ing aufl generous support of the

faculty, students, church, friends and
creditors, sufficient funds Avere raised

tliat the college Avas able to settle all

elaims held again.st it on January 28,

1942. in the vaults of Virginia Trust

Co., Richmond, Va. Note should be

taken liere of the sympathetic and
lielpful assistance giA^en the college

by that institution during those .years.

Til is pei-iod marked another turn-

in 2' point in the history of the college.

For almost half of the years of ser-

\ iee of the present administration,

tlie college was passing through per-

haps its most perilous days, filled

Avith grave problems and crying

needs that could not be met. But as

tiie ,vears came and Avent and the debt
^vas finally paid, a ucav hope was
born and plans for much needed re-

pairs, faculty homes, and new build-

ings promised reality.

Several drives for funds had made
possible the cancellation of debts, but
the Board of Trustees realized thp ne-

cessity for larger funds if the college

Avere to keep pace with other institu-

tions and meet an expansion program
tliat seemed imperative. The college

dining room had been destroyed by
fire in 1939. A buildiug acquired

from the government gave temporary

relief, but a ucav dining hall was
much needed. Dormitories for men
and Avomen Avere most inadequate.

To this end, in 1946, a Two and One-

Half Million Dollar Campaign was

launched, to extend over a period of

ten years, in Avhich the church, the

alumni, and friends of the college

could realize their hopes for her ad-

A-ancement. Of this amount, to date

$1,827,700 has been paid or pledged,

not including conditional pledges of

$300,000 by the church and $150,000

by the Board of Trustees.

A definite step toAvard expansion

was taken, in May, 1954, by the

Board of Trustees, Avhen application

was made to the United States Gov-

ernment for a loan of $675,000 for

the purpose of erecting a dining hall

and a dormitory each for men and

Avomen. This loan Avas authorized in

1955, and plans were submitted by

Deitriek and Knight, architects of

Raleigh. These buildings are noAV in

process of construction, to be com-

pleted by June 1, 1956.

Through a generous gift from the

family of the late James Henry Mc-

Eavcu, a former trustee of the college,

the neAV dining hall will be knoAvn as

the McEAven Memorial Dining Hall,

at the request of the administration.

The Southern Convention, in session

in 1954, voted to underAvrite $300,000

to-ward the construction of the dormi-

tories, Carolina and Virginia Halls.

It should be noted here that, besides

personal gifts, the Convention has

contributed through local chiTrches a

substantial sum annually to the col-

lege. Last year, $28,000 Avas reeeiA-ed.

Aside from this Campaign Fund, it

may be of interest to kioAV that since

the clearing of the debt, $736,000 has

been spent in acquiring the folloAving

:

17 faculty houses or apartments ; four

farms; 71 married student appart-

ments ; a temporary dining room ; an

aviation laboratory, a power house

and a gymnasium. The annual budg-

et has increased from $86,000 to

$541,000. There are now 57 members

of the faculty, Avith a student enroll-

ment of 1,307.

Our college has progressed Avith the

years. What the future has to un-

fold depends in a large measure upon

us, as Ave continue to look to God for

guidance. Let us dare to moA'e for-

Avard Avith Him,
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Superintendent John G. Truitt Tells How

Our Church Cares for Children
The Christian Orphanage traces its

beginnings to the General Convention

of the Christian Church (South) held

in Burlington, N. C, June 6, 1896,

when the following motion was voted,

"That this Convention establish an

orphanage." During that session of

the Convention the following Orph-

anage Committee was appoijited : The

Rev. W. S. Long, J. A. Mills and

Prof. E. L. Moffitt.

From the minutes of the succeed-

ing session, Slav 3, 1898, it is learned

that the Orphanage Committee had

not decided on a location or begun

work. The report continues :

'

' The

little children of our church, however,

have not been idle, having in the last

fourteen months contributed $498.38

for this purpose. They have set iis a

good example, and we trust all will

follow it." It concluded with a rec-

ommendation "That a committee of

three be appointed to receive and

consider bids for location of the orph-

anage, without authoritv to contract

any debt except for actual expenses

while in discharge of the duty here-

by imposed." Tlie Convention ap-

pointed the following committee : Dr.

W. S. Long', Revs. P. H. Fleming, J.

W. Holt, Dr. G. S'. Watson and J. A.

Mills.

During the 1900, Franklin, Va.,

session of the Convention, the com-

mittee reported that the Rev. J. L.

Foster had been appointed to act as

financial agent and that a total of

$2,021.20 had been collected; that the

Rev. Mr. Foster was to continue to

act as financial agent; and that the

committee would continue its search

for a site and receive funds for the

work.

The 1902, Asheboro, N. C, session

of the Convention shows in its min-

utes that the Orphanage Committee,

W. S. Long, J. F. West and E. L.

Moffitt, recommended "that this Con-

vention direct the establishment of an

orphanage ... on a farm of 100 acres,

more or less Avith good water and

sufficient firewood, situated near a

city or town ... a committee of three

select a site, secure a charter and

prepare a constitution and by-laws

for the government of the same."

The report was adopted, and W. S.

Long, J. L. Foster and AV. J. Lee

Avere made the committee.

At Berea, Driver, Va., session, Ap-
ril 28, 1904, the committee reported

progress, and Avas asked to press for-

Avard.

On December 27, 1904, the Board
of Trustees met at Elon College, N.

C, and "It Avas agreed to locate on

an eminence on the south of the rail-

road and in full vicAv of the College,

obtaining a site of about 98 acres of

land. The community pledges on the

purchase price' of the location one

thousand dollars and as much more

as possible."

On January 23, 1905, minutes of

the Board of Trustees shoAv that a

site consisting of 108 acres Avas pur-

chased for $2,361.80. At a subse-

Scenes from Our Orphanage at Elon College, N. C.

Top (left to right) : Superintendent's home, group of the children, Holt Chapel, Bottom : first building, Johnston

Hall, dairy barn.
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quent meeting of the Board on -iiil}-

24, 1905, contract for the two-slory

building was let. A little more than

a year later, on October 2, 190(i, tho

bnildino' ^v;^s about complete, and the

REV. JAS. L. FOSTER
September, 1906-1912

Board of Trustees elected the Rev.

James L. Foster as superiuteiuleiit.

On January 28, 1907, the first child

Avas admitted : Lela Maj- Canada.

The Rev. James L. Foster had been

working for the founding of the orph-

anage along witli Dr. W. S. Long,

Judge Jesse F. West, Caleb D. West,

Dr. J. 0. Atlvinson, J. A. ]\Iills, Dr.

T. W. John.son, Dr. G. 8. Watson,

Prof. E. L. Moffitt, and several others

of tiie stalwart of that day.

It must be remembered that a d>'bt

of gratitude is owed Mrs. James L.

Foster, Avho made the Christian Or|)h-

anage a Christian home from the be-

ginning. Mrs. Foster, a city-bred,

college trained younc: woman arrived

with her husband, the first superin-

tendent of the orphanage on a miser-

ably I'ainy day, December 1, 1906.

They wi'ie met at the railroad station

by Dr. G. S. Watson, the town phy-

sician, and were entertained in the

Watson home for a clay or two.

The big, formidable building had

so much at the doors one could hard-

ly enter—pieces of building materi-

al, sawdust, shavings, plaster, nails

and dirt. One big, ward-like room on

the first floor had had some of this

debris removed from its bare floor,

and a tin stove had been set up. This

Avas honie for the brave young mother

and her two babies, Mary Lee, a little

more than two, and Jimmie, a little

less than six months old.

In less than twelve months, twenty-

three homeless little children were

added to her brood. During those first

weeks and months Mrs. Foster was

often alone, her husband being busy

attending conferences miles away or

meeting influential churchmen priv-

ately and in small a'roups throughout

North Carolina and Virginia.

As I sat in her lovely home at Elon

College and talked with her of those

early days she said, "Do not for-

uct the nights." And she laughed

liei' infectious laugh, and added, ''Do

not forget the T. !>. Dawsons. They

were lite-savers." The Dawsons lived

hardby and greatly strengthened the

liands tlia' i-oclccd the orphanage cra-

dle. Xo liistory df the Christian

( )i-plianage would be complete, liow-

ever brief, which did not with ad-

miration and gratitude, mention JMrs.

James L. Foster.

On August 12, 1912. .Superinteii-

dent Foster pi-eseided liis resignation.

CHARLES D. JOHNSTON
September, 1916-1949

This was accepted by the Board of

Trustees with thanks and commenda-

Tions for his work for the orphanage.

By tl;,Tt till'.;' seventy-six children had

had the help of these Foster parents.

Decemlier 1, 1912, the Rev. Emory
'SI. Carter became superintendent,

serving for thirteen months. Nine

ncAV children were received into the

orphanage.

On January 1, 1914, the Rev. J. O.

Cox became superintendent, and he

served until I\Iay 1916. On June 2,

1914, Dr. J. O. Atkinson retired as

chairman of the Board of Trustees,

and ('has. D. Johnston, register of

deeds of Alamance County, became

chairman of the Board. Mr. II. B.

J\IePherson served a short interim as

acting superintendent of the orphan-

age. On May 22, 1916, W. Kirk Holt

became a member of the Board of

Trustees.

By December 1, 1916, Chas. D.

Johnston was persuaded by the mem-
bers of the Board of Trustees to be-

come superintendent, and Avas auth-

orized to negotiate a loan of $6,000

Avith Avhieh to pay off current ex-

penses, giving a mortgage on a cer-

tain portion of the land as collateral.

At this time Mr. Johnston Avas both

chairman of the Board and superin-

tendent of the orphanage.

On May 29, 1918, W. K. Holt was

elected president of the Board of

Trustees. With Supt. Johnston, a

good business man and a devout

Christian, at the helm, and xMr. Holt

president of the Board of Trustees,

the orphanage exiierienced a period

of great development. The Board now
numliered among its members: W. K.

Holt, J. R. Foster, H. C. Simpson,

Dr. G. S'. Watson, J. I\I. Darden and

C. D. West.

On May 24, 1921, the Baby Home
Avas dedicated, Avith the dedicatory

services including W. K. Holt, Chas.

D. Johnston, Dr. W. W. Staley, Dr.

.1. 0. Atkinson and the Rev. John G.

Truitt. Dr. Staley made the dedica-

tory address.

On May 26, 1925, plans for another

building were accepted. This build-

ing was named Johnston Hall in hon-

or of the superintendent and was

dedicated on July 29, 1928.

W. Kirk Holt, president of the

Board, fell ill during the dedicatory

DR. JOHN G. TRUITT
Present Superintendent

services and died in a fcAV hours, thus

bringing a great loss to the orphan-

age, the church and the communitj'.

John R. Foster, vice-president of the

Board, became president.

Upon the resignation of Mr. Fos-

(Continued on page 29.)
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^^The Cuurch Is a Mission^

^

Story of Missions in the Southern Convention

Though there were concern and

sporadic attemx)ts at missionary en-

dc'a^'or among the Christians Js^orth

and Smith from 1794, and home mis-

sionary societies were organized in

some local churches and conferences

at an early date, it was not until the

1880 's that the denomination began

the organization for the proclamation

of the gospel into all lands.

In the Southern Convention, the

Rev. Peter T. Klapp of North Caro-

lina lias been called the "Father of

Foreign Missions." This pious, fer-

vent preacher of the Christian Church

stirred the Southern Convention into

action. However, no story of mis-

sions would be complete without the

name of Dr. J. 0. Atkinson, Col. J.

E. West, and Mrs. C. H. Rowland.

But, for the story of beginnings, let

us go to a small rural church, Moo^-e

Union Christian Church, in Moore

County, North Carolina, on the sec-

ond Sunday of April, 1883, where

Peter Klapp preached a sermoii of

Foreign Missions. Let him tell his

story

:

"I gave an account of cannibals

and other horrible conditions of the

poor heathen. At the close of the

service, brother Rora Womack, who
could neither read nor write, came to

me and said, 'Brother Klapp, if that

is true of the poor heathen, I feel 1

would like to do something for them.

'

He put his hand in his pocket and

took out 35 cents—all the money he

said he had in the world—put it in

my hand, directing me what to do

with it, concluding, 'If our ]ieo]:)le

will not use it for the benefit of the

heathen, I want you to give it to

some denomination tliat will use it

for them.'

Continued Mr. Klapp; "I took the

money, and also took the rebuke, for

I felt that we of the Christian Church

were not an obedient people, in that

we had never taken the full com-

mission of our Lord—'Go ye into all

the world, and preach the gospel to

every creature.'

"As I went on my way to the towii

of Sanford, my home, I pondered in

my mind as to what I could do with

this small amount of money. I was

ashamed to go to some other denomi-

nation and acknowledge that Ave were

doing nothing for the poor heathen.

In my discouragement, I remembered

t!iose words, 'Despise not tlie dav of

.sra.dl beginnings.' I took conrimv

and my heart was light, for tlien \

i-cnK'-jiiien'd that all great enterprises

had their small beginnings. I then

and there determined, wirli Cod's

liei]), to make that 1 liirly-liAv cents

th>' boginiiiivj of a fund tor l^'()rt'ign

l\li.ssionary work of the ("hrisiian

Clinrch. 1 asked God to direct me,

and as 1 ari'ived in Sanford, I began

to look around to see if anybody
would be in sympathy Avitli the new
bui-den and op])ortunity (io(l luid

DR. JAMES OSCAR ATKINSON
Champion of Missions, 1909-1940

placed upon me and my chnn-li. 1

soon fon.nd lievs. D. F. Jones, who
later was to go to Japan in January,

1887, as the first foreign missionary

of the Christian Church, supported

by the Southern Convention throuiili

the recently organized Foreign iMis-

sion Board of the American Chris-

tian Convention, J. D. Wicker, and

S. B. Klapp. They were sympathe-

tic and began to take offerings for

the beginning of foreign missions. At
the North Carolina and Virginia Con-

ference held at Poplar Branch Chi'is-

tian Church in ]\loore County, No-

vember, 1883, we offered the follow-

ing i-esolution wliich after some dis-

cussion was voted

:

'That eleven o'clock on Monday l>e

set apart as a special hour to con-

sider the propriety of foreign mis-

sion work for us as a people.

'

"The result was that following

the presentation on Monday, a col-

lection was presented from six or

eight small and poor churches, a-

mounting to $100.26, which was proof

to me that our laymen Avere m.ore

r'^ad\- for this work than the minis-

ters tliemselves. We had not received

so nuich as an encouras'ing look dur-

ing the discussion from our leading

ministerial brethren, mui-i) less a

helping speech. The president of

the General Com'ention was present,

and he said to me in a censuring wa.\-,

'Von haM' made a new departure.'

Othei's said that tliis new foreign mis-

sionai-y enterpi-ise was likely to hi)i-

der the other enterjjrises of the

churcl). We thank God that we have
li\ ed to see the day that these proph-

ets ( f doom Avere proven to have been
Avrong. Tiiis Avas God's Avork, and
he Avould not fail us. Thus, began
this new enterprise—though in gi-eat

tri!)ula1ion—and Avith it began a jicav

day for the Christian Church. More
progress has been made siiu'c that

day than ever before in our history

as a people—neAV churches organ-

ized, a college founded, an orphanage
begun, members multiplied, financial

support increased many hundredfold
for all the enterprises of the churcli.

Soon, Porto Rico was opened as a

new foreign mission field. Avith the

Rev. and l\[rs. T. E. White of North
Carolina as the first missionaries."

Still, the brighter days for mission-

ary endeavor were to come from the

sti'oiig advocacy of the Con\ention
session of 1904, held at Berea
Church, Xansemond County, Vir-

ginia, Avith the Home Mission Board
being organized in 1906, incorporated
in 1912, and Avhich in turn Avas a-

mended in 1918 to include both home
and foreign missions, under the name
"The Mission Board of the Southern
Convention." In 1908, Col. J. E.

West Avas made Chairman, and con-

tinued to serve as such until 1944--
fV)i' tliirty-two \ears. In 1909, Dr.
J. O. Atkinson, then editor of Tin:
Chbistian Sun, Avas elected secre-

tary, Avitliout salary, aiid Avas elected

by the Convejition as :\lission Field
Secretary, with salary, on September
1, 1917, which position lie held Avith

honor, distinction, and great effec-

tiA'eness until his death July 2, 1940.

Dr. J. 0. Atkinson, distinguished
j)astor, member of Elon College's first

faculty in 1890, editor of The Chris-
TiAx Su.v for thirty years, and Mis-
sion Secretary for more than thirty

years, was an eloquent advocate foi'

all the enterprises of the Convention
and denomination, but Jie was in

trutli the inspirer and developer of

the missionary work of the church.
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It, was through his encouragement

that the Woman's Board was organ-

ized in 1912, with Mrs. C. H. Koav-

land, tlien oi Franklin^ Virginia, as

the first president. This work was

made an integral part of the Conven-

tion at its 1914 session. Thus began

tlie important work of the Woman's
Missionary Convention, now the

Women's Fellowship of the Southern

Convention, which since its organiza-

tion has contributed more than ;i^-I:r)0,-

000.00 to the mission work of tlie

denomination. The Mission Board,

with the strong arm of the women,

has since 1914 raised nearly $2,000,-

000.00 for missions at home and

abroad.

Many of our stronger cliurclies to-

day owe their existence to the Mis-

sion Board. More than one half of

the churches of the Southern Conven-

tion o^ve their existence to the home
missionaiy interests within tlie Con-

vention. The support of home mis-

sions began early with the organiza-

tion of the Christian Missionary As-

To Mrs. C. H. Rowland goes much
of the credit for the early history of

our women's work in the Southei'n

Convention. Her's is quite a record

—six years as the first president of

the Southern Convention Woman's
Mission Board, twelve years as presi-

dent of the Eastern Virginia Wom-
an's Mission Board, and six yc^ars as

president of the North Carolina Wom-
an's Board. What a pity Dr. C. H.

Jvowlaud did not serve a church in

the Valley Conference so tliat ]Mrs.

Rowland might have led that grouji

also

!

The Woman's Home and Foreign

l\lissions Board of the Southern Con-

vention was organized in Raleigh, N.

C, on May 22',' 1912, when Dr. J. O.

Atkinson met with Mrs. C. II. Row-

land, Mrs. W. A. Harper, ]\Irs. W.
II. Carroll and l\frs. L. F. Johnson

to draft a constitution and plan for

organization of the Conference

groups. This r>o;;rd called a mass

meeting of women of the Southern

Convention on May 28, 19ly, at Elou

College, where 37 delegates from 34

societies met to ado])t a constitution,

and elected ]\[rs. Rowdand president.

In 1914 the Woman's Convention met

with the Southern Convention in

.sociation on the Convention level,

later organizing the various eonfer-

( !iee«. The "Children's Fund" and

the "Ladies' Fund" w^ere used to

assist needy churches in org'anizing

and building. Since its organization

in 1906, the IMission Board of the

SoutJiern Convention has aided near-

ly one hundred of our churches of the

Convention with financial assistance

for pastoral salary and for church

building. The Mission Board has

helped organize and has supported

financially such churches as : The

Christian Temple, South Norfolk,

Newport News, Richmond, Reidsville,

Henderson, Winchester, Bay Vie^w,

Rosemont, Greensboro, First and
Palm Street, Asheboro, Beverly Hills,

Lalan'iew, Fayetteville, Warwick,
South Boston, Zion, Hendersonville,

Winston-Salem, Bayside, Norfolk,

First, and in more than two score of

splendid rural churches. Truly, the

cause of missions has been the main-

spri]ig of our program as a church.

W. T. S.

Portsmouth, Virginia. This plan of

meeting continued for twenty-four

years. Sessions were as follows

:

MRS. CHAS. H. ROWLAND
First president of Woman's Board

1916—Burlington, N. C.

1018—Franlvlin, Va.— ]\Irs. W. A.

Harper elected president.

1920—Raleigh, N. C—At this time

tlie three North Carolina groups unit-

ed in one Conference group.

1922—Suffolk, Va.—200 present-

Mrs. W. H. Carroll elected president.

1924—Christian Temple, Norfolk,

Va.

1926—Durham, N. C—Mrs. J. A.

Williams became fourth president.

1928—Richmond, Va.

1930—Raleigh, N. C.

1932—Burlington, N. C.

1934—Suffolk, Va. — Mrs. W. R.

Sellers elected president.

1936—Burlington, N. C. — Mrs.

John G. Truitt elected president.

1938—Portsmouth, Va.—Last ses-

sion with Southern Convention.

1939—Elon College, N. C—First

session of women only ! Mrs. J. M.
Harris elected president.

1941—Elon College, N. C—Com-
bined with School of Missions.

1943 --Greensboro, N. C—Mrs. W.
E. Wisseman became president.

1945— '
• Stay-at-IIome

'

' Convention

(because of wartime regulations).

1947—E)ou College, N. C—Mrs. 0.

H. Paris became president.

1949—Elon College, N. C.

1951—Christian Temple, Norfolk,

Va., Mrs. W. B. Williams elected

president.

1953—Burlington, N. C.

1955—Suffolk, Va. — Mrs. P. C.

Lester elected president. Name was
changed to The Women's Fellowship

of the Southern Convention of Con-

gregational Christian Churches.

A special Silver Anniversary serv-

ice was held at the Suffolk Church
All May 13, 1937. l\Irs. J. S. Rollinos

MRS. F. C. LESTER
Present president of Woman's Board

Avrote a brief history w^hich was in-

cluded in the program. It concludes:
'

' Today we have reached the quarter-

century milestone, where we pause

a bit to rejoice in the work which

has been done along the way, and to

Women of Southern Convention^

Organize and Work
Says MRS. F. C. LESTER, President
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Women's Board Meeting at Elon College, February 22, 1956

welcome onr Congregational friends,

Avho join us here. Tomorrow, we press

on together toward the half-century

milestone. Through this combining of

forces, the scope of our work has

broadened until it reaches to the far

corners of the earth, and it becomes

our privilege and duty to carry the

"Light" and extend the right hand
of fellowship to the red, the black,

the brown and the yellow, who have

in reality become our brothers."

The financial picture is a notable

one. During the first biennium (1912-

14), $1,960.27 was the total raised by
societies. During the past biennium

the treasurer reported $41,688.92

raised. Taking the figure of
'

' approx-

imately $189,000," given at the time

of the Hiver Anniversary, and add-

ing the amounts contributed since,

the woineji of our churches in North
Carolina and Virginia haA'e given ap-

proximately $450,000, since 1912, or

an average of about $10,000 per year.

Perhaps the greatest contribution of

the women has been the awakening
of Mission interest and concern among
Convention constituency.

In studying the records, one finds

that "history does repeat itsefl."

For instance, in August, 1923, Miss

Pattie Lee Coghill was appointed

part-time field secrptarj^ for the

Board, in connection with work she

was doing for the Board of Christian

Education, and she reports organiz-

ing and attending twelve mission ral-

lies in North Carolina and Eastern

Virginia. Later, in 1949, Miss Cog-

hill became Educational Secretary of

the Southern Convention and her re-

sponsibilities included fostering wom-
en's work in the area. Also, in 1924

"mite boxes" Avere distributed to each

society. In 1955 "Woman's Gift

boxes" were distributed to each so-

ciety for Thank Offering contriliu-

tions.

Before the merger, missionary in-

terests of the women of the Southern

Convention were centered in Japan,

Puerto Rico, and the mountain mis-

sion Avork in Carroll County. During

the last twenty years the world has

indeed become our field. During that

time a special interest was occasioned

by the re-establishment of the Sliaowu

Mission in China to which went the

Rev. and Mrs. Richard L. Jackson

from Waverly, Virginia. The South-

ern Convention women paid the ex-

penses of a Chinese protege of the

Jacksons, Timothy Chang, to come

to the United States for study at Dnko
University. He subsequently went to

State College, Raleig'h, and is iire-

^sently workings on his doctorate at

Oliio State University. Tlie women
iiave also made special contribntions

to Pranklinton Center, which is a
training place for leaders of our Ne-

gro churches in the South.

The groANth of e;i/li phase of our

work could be studied with profit.

For instance, the first literatm'e pack-

ets were prepared in 19.'59, wh'Mi 48

were sold. During the yeai' nioi'c

than 230 paclvets went out to our

women 's societies.

The first "School of Missions" A\'as

held in 1940 in Elon College. Su!)-

sequently, four sessions of tlie \V(im-

au's Convention ucre hehl jointly

witli tliis. It has now Imm oui,. a vital

part of tile ti-aiiiing of our women,
where study of missions and biblical

materials for the next year's work is

done regularly under excellent lead-

"rship.

At present we have t)7 women's so-

cieties in N. C, 42 in Easteiai V^irgi-

nia, and 19 iii tlie Valley of \'irginia,

as vvell as a number of j'oung people's,

children's, and cradle roll groups.

Our departments of work include

:

Friendly Service, Spiritual Life, Life

Memberships and Memorials, Inter-

denominational Cooperation, Ijitera-

ture, Christian Family Life, and Vis-

ual Aids, as well as foi' tlie three

specud age grou]»s,
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REV. JM'IES 0 'KELLY.

(Contimied from page 7.)

ference and state his objections and

if the conference approve his objec-

tions, the Bishop shall appoint him to

another circuit. This is known as the

'Ri£?ht of Appeal'." A long and

stormy debate followed, lasting near-

ly a Aveek. The ablest men of IMetho-

dism were arrayed against each other.

At first, it seemed that the resolution

Avonld pass without much o]:)positiou.

The resolution Avas at length divided

and the discussion Avas begun aneAv.

Sunday intervened and ^Ir. 0 'Kelly

preached in the city. Monday the

discussion Avas continued until bed-

time, Avhen the vote Avas taken and
the resolution lost

!

When the motion Avas lost. Revs.

James 0 'Kelly, Rice Haggard, Wil-

liam McKendree and others left the

conference, and Mr. 0 'Kelly Avrote a

fareAA^ell letter to the conference.

(English Methodists liad passed a

similar resolution a fcAV months be-

fore, but Mr. 0 'Kelly did not knoAV

of it.)

Bishop Asbury and Dr. Coke at

once set about to try to reconcile Mr.

O 'Kelly and his associates. They Avere

asked on Avhat terms they Avould re-

turn. The ansAver Avas : "Only let an

injured man have an appeal." This

Avould not be granted. Mr. 0 'Kelly

and his friends then Avent home.

Mr. 0 'Kelly and his brethren met

at Reese Chapel, in Charlottp County,

Virginia, in 1792, to look over the

situation. Another meeting Avas soon

held at the same place. At these

meetings the seceders strove hard for

union Avith the Methodist, and sent

messengers Avith their petitions for

union to Bishop Asbury. They only

aslfed for some amendments. These

Avere not granted. Mr. O 'Kelly then

dreAv up an humble petition pointing

out a fcAv of the evils he saw in the

government of the Methodist Episco-

pal Church, and prayed for union.

The Methodists Avere not alloAved to

sign these petitions under pain of ex-

pulsion. The seceders next met at

Piney Grove in Chesterfield County,

Virginia, on August 2, 1793. They

noAv asked permission to meet the

Bishop in conference that the Metho-

dist Episcopal Church government

might be examined by the Scriptures,

and amended according to the Holy

Word. Bishop Asbury "s reply Avas:

"I have no poAver to call such a

meeting as you Avish
;

therefore, if

five hundred preachers would come

on their knees bpfove nic, i woiih]

not grant it."

This Avas the answer received at a

conference of the seceders held at the

Manakin Town in PoAvhatan County,

Va., December 24, 1793.

O 'Kelly felt that only tAvo courses

Avere now left—to separate, or to

slavishly submit. They chose the

former. Here is Avhere Rev. James
0 'Kelly ceased to be a Methodist Pre-

siding Eider, and became the first

Christian minister. Here the plans

Avere laid for a free and un trammeled
church, Avith the Bible as the only

creed. A constitution Avas adopted
at this conference, but Avas discarded

at the next conference. The ministers

were to be on an equality, the laymen
Avere to have A'otes, and the executive

business Avas left with the church

collectively. Another conference Avas

called before inaugurating the ucav

plan. They called themseh'es "Re-
publican Methodists. '

'

The next General Meeting Avas held

August 4, 1794, in Surry County,

Virginia. It Avas held with open
doors that all might see and learn. A
committee of seven was appointed to

devise a permanent plan of shurch

oovernmeiit. Finally, they determin-

(h1 to lay asid« every manuscript and
I'oUoAv the Bible as their guide, and
have no government besides the

Scriptures. The question of a name
then came up again. Rca'. Rice Hag-
gard arose, holding a copy of the

NcAv Testament in his hand, and said

:

'

' Brethren, this is a sufficient rule of

faith and practice. By it, Ave are told

that the disciples were called Chris-

tians and I move that henceforth and
forcA'er the followers of Christ be

laioAvn as Christians simply."

The motion Avas carried.

There Avere about thirty ministers

present Avith Mr. 0 'Kelly at the or-

ganization of the Christian Church.

Prominent among these were Rev.

Rice Haggard, BurAvell Barrett and
others. The organization completed,

aggressive work was begun. 0 'Kelly's

Chapel in Chatham County, North

Carolina, Avas organized the same

year, and 0 'Kelly began his preach-

ing tours afresh, and planted churches

in the destitute places. For some-

thing like thirty-three years he labor-

ed faithfully to establish the Chris-

tian Church in the South, and be-

fore his death he saw it Avell estab-

lished in the minds and hearts of the

people. Prior to his death he assert-

ed that he believed the cause of full

religions liberty would finally tri-

iniipli.

He Avas a firm believer iji Baptism

by sprinkling or pouring,

At the General meeting of 1807, at

Raleigh, N. C, he baptized Rev. Jo-

seph Thomas, the "White Pilgrim,"

by pouring.

Bishop Asbury has this to say in

regard to the last meeting with Mr.
0 'Kelly who was sick near Winches-

ter, Virginia, on August 23, 1803

:

"We met in peace and asked of

each other's Avelfare, talked of per-

sons and things indifferently, prayed

and parted in peace. Not a word Avas

said of the troubles of former times."

He was the author of several books

and pamphlets. We mention the fol-

ioAving: (1) An Essay on Negro
Slavery, published in 1789, The Au-
thor's Apology for Protesting Against

the Methodist Episcopal Government,

A Vindication of an Apology, Di-

vine Oracles Consulted, Christicola,

Church Government, The Christian

Church, Annotation on His Book of

Discipline, Letters from Heaven Con-

sulted, A Tract on Baptism, Commen-
taries on the Boohs of the New Testa-

ment, Hymns and Spiritual Songs

Designed for the Use of the Chris-

tians, and The Prospect Before us by

TT'oy of an Address.

He passed away at his home in

Chatham County, North Carolina, on

the 16th of October, 1826, in the tri-

umphs of a living faith, after a pain-

ful and lingering illness Avhich he

bore with Christian fortitude and a

perfect resignation of the will of

Heaven. He was in the 88th year of

his age and had been a minister of

the gospel over fifty years. He was

buried in the family cemetery on his

farm where his remains now rest.

For twenty-eight years it seems

that no shaft Avas erected to his mem-
ory, but in 1854, the Christians,

South, erected to his memory a monu-

ment bearing this inscription "Erec-

ted by his Christian friends to the

memory of James 0 'Kelly of N. C,
the Southern Champion of Christian

Freedom. '

' This short sentence sums

up the life work of the organizer of

the first free and untrammeled
church in America. He lived far in

advance of his time, and he will be

admired more and more as the years

go by, until his creed shall become

that of the Protestant World.

He lived in a ncAv day, and was far

ahead of his time as a reformer.

Perhaps his human side was as

good as that of any other man of his

day. He Avas true to himself, true to

his family, true to his church, true

to his country, and true to his God.

(From the Avritings of Major W, Pj.

MacCleuny, 1927.)

^
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The Church and Christian Education
By REV. JOHN S. GRAVES, Secretary

It has been tlie concern of our

churcli since its founding that the

matter of education be a vital element

to all its constituency. Very early

in its formation, there was appointed

a committee on education Avhich Avas

concerned primarily with intellectual

and spiritual qualifications of its

leaders.

In 1883 we find a report to the

Southern Christian Convention on a

Committee on Schools and Colleges

specifying
'

' that it is the dutj'- of the

church to provide for the intellec-

tual training and culture of all the

young people under our control. We
also believe no less in the special qual-

ifications and preparation of men
Avhom y\e license to preach the gospel,

than we do in the divine call given

them for this sacred position. Realiz-

ing, as we trust all do, that our fut-

ure prosperity depends largely upon

the intelligence of our people—cur

clergy and laity—and having consid-

ered the means within our reacli for

meeting the demands of the church

in this vital matter, we recommend

:

1. that this Convention proceed at

once to establish a college at some

suitable point within our borders, at

which our boys and girls and onr

young men seeking to enter the min-

istry may be educated. ..."
In 1908 a department of the Sun-

day School and Christian Endeavor

General Convention was formed.

At a meeting of the Southern Chris-

tian Convention in 1918 it was recom-

mended and adopted that the Sunday
School and Christian Endeavor Gen-

eral Convention be dissolved and give

place to a more effective organiza-

tion; that the Sunday School and

Christian Endeavor Boards appoint-

ed by the Convention be incoi-porated

as a "Board of Religious Education

whose business shall be to conduct

the Yoimg People's Work of the Con-

vention, Avith power to transact busi-

ness, promote missionary work among
the young people, organize and sup-

port Sunday Schools, Christian En-

deavor Societies, collect money, pub-

lish literature, distribute periodicals

and papers, and to undertake other

work that may be conducive to the

growth and progress and religious

education and training of the young
people of the church."

In 1938 at the meeting of the South-

eria Convention of Congreg£!,ti.onal

Christian Churches in Portsmouth,

Virginia, the report of the Committee

on Promotional Plans recommended
that the Board of Education and the

Board of Christian Education become

one Board under the title. The Board
of Christian Education; and that the

the Convention in 1940 that the Board

of Christian Education had been

formed, its responsibilities being the

Christian Education of all those with-

in the church from the Cradle Roll

through College years.

To further the work of Christian

Education within the Convention, the

Convention, in 1921, secured the serv-

ices of Miss Lucy M. Eldredge as first

Field Secretary of the Convention.

Miss Eldredge remained in this posi-

tion until June, 1924, when she Avas

Assembly Building at Moonelon

chaii-niaii of the Board be tl'.c pres-

ident of Elon College. This Board
Avas to be charged Avith the responsi-

bilities which previously Avere carried

W. W. SELLERS
Donor of Moonelon

separately by the Board of Educa-

tion and the Board of Christian Edu-

cation.

It was reported at the meeting of

succeeded by Miss Pattie Lee Coghill.

Miss Coghill left the Southern C'ou-

A'Cntion for service in Florida, fol-

loAved by a term Avith the Board of

Home Missions in Ncav York, aird then

returned to the Southern Convention

in 1949, serving until 1954. The Board

of Christian Education under the

leadership of Dr. P. C. Lester and

.Aliss Jewell Truitt (Mrs. A. R. Van
Cleve) provided stimulation for the

Youth Work until 1944.

In 1944 it was recommended that

a full time Avorker Avith Young Peo-

ple Avithin the Convention be secured.

Miss Elizabeth Chicoine (Mrs. John

p]ldridge) came as a full time Youth

Worker for the Board of Christian

Education in 1947. She was succeed-

ed by Miss Coghill in 1949, and the

Rev. John S. Graves came to the posi-

tion as Secretary of Christian Educa-

tion and Youth Work in 1954.

The acquisition and development of

Moonelon Conference Center is a fit-

ting climax to the long and developed

interest in Youth AVork, where, in

1956, thirteen full Aveeks of confer-

ences and camps for our youtli AviU

be provided.
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The Laymen^s Fellowship
By PRES. J. EARL DANIELEY

Motto: "Ecvery Layman at Work in His Place in His Church"

Org'anized l;iyineii's work bosi'an in

tho .Southern Conventiou on April

16, 1947 when Walter Graham, Direc-

tor of the Laymen's Fellowship of

the Cong-refiational Christian

Churches, and Dr. W. T. Scott, Sup-

erintendent of the Southei'u Con\en-

tion, met with A. IT. AleTver, \\. A.

T;arrick. Harry W. Lee, Cyrus Shoff

11 er and Georpe Colclouah. represent

mz tlie various conferences in Ihe

Convention. At tliis meeting at tlic

Alamance Ilotel in Burlington. N. C..

ors'anizational plans were formulated

for Laymen 's fellowships on the local

{liurcli, district. Conference and Con-

vention levels. Aftei' the committci

meeting a bainiuet was held witli 76

laymen, re]n"esentint:' all five confer-

ences, in attendance.

Durini; the first week of October,

1947, a committee consisting of Wal-

ter Graham, George Coh-lough. and

Dr. Scott, visited eacli of tlie Con-

ferences, and rally meetings of the

laymen were held in each. During

the weelc meetings were held at Win-

GEORGE D. COLCLOUGH
Chairman, 1948-1852

Chester, Newport and Linville

churches in the Vall»y Conference of

Virginia; Suffolk in the Eastern Vir-

ginia '''onfcrence ; and Henderson,

San ford and Asheboro in North Caro-

lina. A total attendance of more
than fiAe hundred was record'H] for

the week,

A Laymen's Council, consisting of

representatives from each confer-

ence, was named. It included I. H.

Vickery, A. II. Mclver, J. H. Roun-
tree, George D. Colelough, Cyrus
Shoffner, S. H. Pell, Charles E.

Heath, Jr., R. D. Holland and Harry
W. Lee. This group, meeting at Elon

College, March 6, 1948, with S'upt.

Scott, formulated plans for the 1948

Con\-ention Rally, named committees

and studied objectives of the lay-

men's work.

The first Convention of tlie Lay-

men's Fellowship was held on A{)ril

IS, 1948, at Liberty Vance Cliurch,

(hiring the session of the Southern

W. B. WILLIAMS
Chairman, 1952-1956

Couveiition. Mr. Thomas L. Moose,

President of the Laymen's Brother-

hood of the Southern Synod of the

Evangelical and Reformed Churches,

addressed the banquet session of the

laymen.

During the business session the

group adopted the Constitution and
By-Laws and elected officers. George

D. Colelough was elected Chairman,

Charles E. Heath, Jr., Vice-Chair-

man and I. H. Vickery, Secretary-

Treasurer. The following were named
to the Laymen's Council: A. H. IMc-

Iver, Rex Powell, Cyrus Slioffner,

S. H. Pell, Harry W. Lee, R. D. Hol-

land, R. A. Larrick, K. T. Rothgeb,

J. H, Rountree and Wayne Morton.

April 26, 1950

The second Convention-wide meet-

ing of the laymen met at Elon Col-

lege on January 23, 1949, in connec-

tion with the Christian Workers'

Conference. More than three hun-

dred laymen heard addresses during

the afternoon by Dr. Howell Davies

of Chicago, Illinois, and Dr. Allen S.

Meek, president of the E. and R. The-

ological Seminary, Lancaster, Penn-

sylvania. Dr. Rockwell Harmon Pot-

ter addressed the banquet session, in

the college dining hall, which was
attended by two hundred laymen.

On January 29, 1950, a record

grou]) attended the laymen's rally

J. EARL DANIELEY
Chairman, 1956-

at Elon College. Walter Graham,

Thonms L. Moose and Dr. Martin

Goslin addressed the rally. The ban-

quet was attended by three hundred

men.

The biennial session of the Conven-

tion in 1952 met in Durham, N. C.

In conjunction with this meeting, a

laymen's rally was held. Walter

Graham addressed the group which

included representatives from all five

conferences. Dr. Vere V. Loper,

Moderator of the General Council,

installed the newly elected officers:

Chairman, W. B. Williams; Viee-

Chairman, J. Earl Danieley; and

Secretary-Treasurer, S. H. Pell. The

Laymen's Council composed of I. H.

Vickery, Rex Powell, S. H. Pell,

Hubert Beane, G. C. Mann, L. G.

Robinson, K. B. Doffiemyer, C. A.

Pugh, S. L. Mauldin, and B. B. Fort,

recommended and the group voted an

annual membership fee of one dollar,

Avith the stipulation that one-half of

the amount Avould be used by the

local fellowship and the other half

sent to the Convention Fellowship
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Treasurer for the operating expenses

of the Fellowship. The laymen also

voted to sponsor a campaign to raise

$25,000 for the development of Moon-

elon as a Convention Center, to en-

dorse the sustaining fund for Elon

College, to hold a convention-wide

meeting of laymen annually at Elon

College, to continue the observance of

Laymen's Sunday on the third Sun-

day of October, and to commend tlie

insurance plan for pastors urging that

all churches pay their part of the

insurance.

The Executive Committee of the

Laymen's i'ellowship met at Elon

College on February 7, 1953, to make
preparations for the annual meetin^i

to be held the next day. At that

time it was voted to ask the Board

of Publications for regular space in

The Christian Sun. J. E. Danieley

was asked to edit the material sent

in by the various laymen's groups.

The theme for the 1953 meeting was

"A Layman's Responsibilities." Rev.

David Sandstrom, Dr. W. T. Scott

and Dr. Robert Cashman, Moderator

of the General Council, addressed the

rally. Dr. H. E. Robinson reported

on the "Moonelon Project."

In 1954 the rally was held on Feb-

ruary 14th. Dr. Robinson reported

on tlie status of Moonelon. Addresses

during the afternoon were made by
Dr. Stanley C. Harrell, Mr. John R-.

Foster, Mr. G. C. Mann, Prof. J. Earl

Danieley, Dr. Jesse Dollar, and Dr.

Elden H. Mills. The banquet session

was addressed by Dr. 0. S. W. Mc-

Call, All officers were re-elected for

a two-year term. April 27, 1954,

rally at Suffolk
;
Speaker Dr. Samuel

N. Stevens, President of Grinnell

College.

On February 20, 1955, the annual

rally theme was "Christian Leader-

ship" and the laymen were urged to

bring their sons to the meeting. Ad-
drosses were given by Dr. L. E.

Smith, the Rev. George Alley, Dr. J.

E. Danieley, Mr. Jimmy Darden and
Dr. H. E. Robinson. A special fea

ture of the afterno(m program was
the laying of the cornerstone for the

central building at Moonelon, under
the direction of Dr. Robinson. In

the evening the fellowship banquet
was addressed by Dr. Rockwell Har-
mon Potter.

On February 19, 1956, the rally

theme was "Being a Good Church-
man." Russell V. Powell, Chairman
of the Finance Committee for Moon-
elon reported on the committee's,

progress. The Rev. John S. Graves,

Secretary of Christian Education for

the Convention reported on activi

ties of the Board of Christian Educa-

tion and the activities planned for

^Moonelon. The Rev. J. Kenneth

Kohler, Executive Secretary, Chui'ch-

men's Brotherhood of the Evangi'li-

eal and Reformed Churches address-

ed the afternoon session. During the

business session, officers were elected :

Chairman, J. Earl Danieley ; Vice-

Chairman, P. D. Howell; Secretary-

Treasurer, D. Marsh McLelland. The
felloAvship banquet in the college

dining hall was addressed by the Re^•.

Odell Leonard of Lexington, N. ('.

THE CIIIMSTTAN ORPHANACIE.
(Continued from page 22.)

ter, in October, Mr. J. M. Darden of

Suffolk, Va., Avas elected president as

liis suceessor. On April 30, 1930, the

dairy was modernized and a modem
milkhouse was erected.

From October 6, 1936, to Febru-

ary 27, 1949, the orphanage contin-

ued under the able direction of Supt.

Chas. D. Johnston, with Mr. Y. R.

Plolt as president of the Board.

During Supt. Johnston's adminis-

tration, two buildings for the care of

children had been added to the ori-

ginal one, the farm and pasture lands

had been brought up to around 288

acres, an A-grade dairy had been ad-

ded and the buildings had been main-

tained in a fair state of repair, the

children had been given a child-car-

ing job that was the pride of the

church and of the other orphanages

throughout this section. Superinten-

dent Johnston was 80 years old when
he died, and his work at the orphan-

age was ended. He served as super-

intendent for nearly 33 years and ]iut

the orphanage on a firm foundation.

From February 27, to August 1,

1949, Mr. Vitus R. Holt, president of

the Board of Trustees, managed the

oi'phanage, serving without salary.

Mr. L. W. Wagoner, who liad served

the orphanage 2'4 years, much of the

time as manager of the farm and
dairy, was of great help to Supt.

Johnston during his latter years and
of great help to Mr. Holt during the

months in which he was acting sup-

erintendent.

On May 5, 1949, Rev. Jolin G. Trn-
itt, for 16 years pastor of the Suffolk

Church, Avas elected superintendent

and took oA'er the direction of the

Avork on August 1.

Since that time the or])hanage has

built and paid for a superintendent 's

home Avithout going into the current

funds, securing the funds from its

friends for that purpose.

The family of the former president

of the Board, William Kirk Holt, and
the late Mrs. Holt, have donated tlie

Holt Memorial Chapel at a cost of a

little more than $53,000. This chapel

Avas paid for by the tAvelve children

and their families and is of inesti-

mable value to the nurture and train-

ing of the boys and girls at the orph-

anage as Avell as the joy and edifica-

tion of the entire staff.

The present Board of Trustees in-

clude : V. R. Holt, president; Dr.

Harold B. Kernodle, vice-president

;

Clyde W. Gordon, secretary; Mrs.

Mark W. Andes, W. J. Ballentine, D.

L. Boone, L. E. Carlton, Dr. J. P.

Cross, Mrs. J. II. McEwen, N. Carl

Monroe, I. H. Vickery, Loren P. Wal-

do, Jr., Thomas W. Walton, and Ca-

leb D. West. Mr. West is a vei-y ac-

tive member of the Board and has

been throughout the entire fifty years

of its history.

This Small Lake adds Beauty to the Orphanage Campus
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The Present Organization of the Southern Convention

REV. FRED P. REGISTER
Secretary of Stewardship and Evangelism

Tlie Southern Convention is com-

osed of two hundred three Congre-

cational Christian Churches in North

Carolina and Virginia (one in West
Virginia) with more than thirty-fiv(!

thousand members and twenty-seven

thousand Sunday School enrollment,

which raised in 1955 $245,872.00 for

missions and benevolences, $1,250,-

218.00 for local expenses, with prop-

erty valued at $8,658,265.00, exclud-

ing the value of Elon College, the

Orphanage and Moonelon properties.

The Convention meets biennially, with

five constituent conferences holding

annual sessions. The work of the

Convention is coordinated through an

Executive Board composed of the

T'onvention President, Vice Presi-

dent, Secretary, Editor of The Chris-

tian Sun, and Chairman of Finance

Committee ; two representatives from

each constituent Conference, noininat-

ed by tJje Conference ; one member as

nominated by the Boards and Aiixili-

aries of the Convention; the President

of Elon College, the Superintendent

of the Christian Orphanage and three

members at lai'ge nominated by tlie

Convention itself. The Executive

Board meets semi-annually.

The Boards of the Convention are

:

Missions, Christian Education, Pub-

lications, and the Auxiliaries are the

Women's Fellowship, Laymen's Fel-

lowship and Pilgrim Fellowship.

Standing Committees are Ministery,

Stewardship, Evangelism, Apportion-

ment, and Finance. Three institu-

tions—Elon College, The Christian

Orphanage, and Moonelon are owned
by the Convention.

REV. JOHN S. GRAVES
Secretary of Christian Education and

Youth Work

The Convention maintains a Con-

vention Oftice at Elon College, which

is an aegncy of service to the Conven-

tion interests, Boards, Institutions,

Conferences and churches. The em-

ployed staff include the Superinten-

dent, Secretary of Stewardship and
Evangelism, Secretary of Christian

Education and Youth Work, Assist-

At a meeting of the Southern

Christian Convention in Burlington,

North Carolina, June, 1896, Presi-

dent W. W. Staley, D. D., suggested

in his address that the church inves-

tigate the possiblity of forming Young-

People's Societies of Christian En-

deavor in all Conferences of the Con-

"\enti('n. This suggestion was referred

to a special committee composed of

l^evs. W. J. Laine, C. C. Peel, and J.

L. Foster.

At the meeting of the Convention

in Raleigh, North Carolina, 1898, the

work of organized youth groups Avas

further discussed. At this session

a Standing Committee (Rev. M. W.
Butler, Dr. J. P. Barrett, and A. M.
Eley) Avas appointed to look after

this work.

In 1900 at Franklin, Virginia, the

Standing Committee reported on some
aspects of this work. A Christian En-

deavor Society column was begun in

The CHRISTIA.N Sun.

At the Convention meeting in Ashe-

boro. North Carolina, 1902, reports

WALTER L. COOPER
Treasurer

ant Treasurer and Book-keeper, office

secretaries and resource assistants.

The Convention is a constituent mem-
ber of the General Council of Congre-

gational Christian Churches, and a

liberal number of Southern Conven-

tion persons are members of the var-

ious National boards, committees and
commissions of the Congregational

Christian Churches of America.

from pastors showed five societies had
been organized—Bethlehem (Nans.),

Elon College, Burlington, Newport

News, and Raleigh.

Dr. W. S. Long, N. G. Newman
and J. 0. Atkinson were appointed

a committee to '"'prepare a catechism

for our denomination. Also to draw

up By-Ijaws, Pledge, Rules and Re-

gulations for the purpose of organiz-

ing our young people for all church

activities."

Tn -1904 "about" six societies were

reported.

In 1908, the Convention met in

Greensboro, North Carolina, it was

voted to call a convention of the

Young People of the Sotithern Con-

vention for permanent organization

and study of the best methods of ag-

gressive Christian work among Young
People of the Church.

In 1912 the following young peo-

ple's work was reported: 70 organiz-

ed classes, 32 Christian Endeavor So-

cieties, 41 Teacher-Training Classes.

Of this number 27 classes and 9 Chris-

The Work of Our Church Youth
By REV. JOHN S. GRAVES, Secretary
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tian Endeavor Societies had beHii or-

ganized since the meeting of the

Young People's General Convention.

By 1916, 88 Christian Endeavor So-

cieties were reported.

Miss Lucy IM. Eldredge became the

first Field Secretary for the Con^en-

tion, assuming her duties on July 8,

1921. In her report to Convention

(1922) fifty-three Christian Endea-

vor Societies were reported.

In 1932, at a meeting of the South-

east Convention in Burlington, North

Carolina, a request by the young peo-

ple to become a "Department of

Young People" with the name,

'•'Youth Fellowship" was adopted.

The first president of the "Youth
Fellowship" was Herman Truitt.

Youth Fellowship groups reported

from all five conferences at the meet-

ing of the Southern Convention of

Congregational Christian Churches,

meeting in Burlington Nortli Caroli-

na in 1936.

At Jacksonville, Florida, 1937, the

Southeast Youth Fellowship met and
voted to change the name of their

organization to the "Pilgrim Fellow-

ship of the Southeast".

A special committee of young peo-

ple's work was appointed at tlie meet-

ing of the Southern Convention of

Congregational Churches in Greens-

boro, North Carolina, 1940. At that

time there were within the Conven-

ton Pilgrim Fellowship organizations

;

and Christian Endeavor conventions,

Young People's Missionary organi-

zations, and Pilgrim Fellowship

groups in local churches. This com-

mittee recommended that there be

set up in the Convention a Pilgrim

Fellowship Council to coordinate all

Young People's work under Pilgrim

Fellowship.

According to reports the Conven-

tion for the 1954-56 biennium there

are within the Sounthern Convention

one hu.ndred two young people's or-

ganizations, involving three thousand

eighty-eight young people in our

churches.

CONVENTION ORGANIZED AT
UNION RIDGE.

(Continued from page 8.)

a letter was sent to the N. C. & Va.

Conference in session at Hank's
Chapel in Chatham Co., N. C. from
this church, concerning the wisdom
of establishing an Institute of Learn-

ing at Graham, N. C. So from his-

tory, we learn that three great insti-

tutions of the church had their be-

ginning here at Union, N. C. The
Christian Sun and what is now The

Southern Convention of (Jongrega-

tional Christian Churches, and Elon

College.

At the session of Conference in

1852, a committee was appointed con-

sisting of Rev. George Walker, James

A. Turner, and Dr. E. F. Watson, to

place a monument at the grave of

Rev. James 0 'Kelly in Chatham Co.,

N. C.

In the conference here in 1852, two

Tennessee churches were received.

Also, the first missionary society was

organized, known as The Home ]\Iis-

sion Society. In the conference of

1859, tAventy-five ministers and licen-

tiates were present and one hundred

and fifty delegates. The conference

at this time consisted of all the Chris-

tian churches in North Carolina, as

well as some churches in Tennessee

and Virginia. Charles Graliam, in

his report on education, told that by

a recent act of the legislature of N.

C, the charter of Graham Institute

had been so amended as to make it a

college to give university degrees.

The institution was prospering, a

large new building was nearing com-

pletion, and an agent had been ap-

pointed to raise an endowinent fund.

Union Church was the first rural

church in the N. C. & Va. Conference

to become a station. Having a pas-

tor located at the church and giving

his full time to the work has meant a

new era in the progressive work of

the church. The parsonage was

built in 1938 at a cost of $3,200.

The Woman's Missionary Society was

organized in 1905 and the Men's
Club in 1948. The other organiza-

tions of the church are Laymen's
Club, Sunday school, Youth Fellow-

ship. The present membership of

the church is 329, Sunday school en-

rollment of 240.

A modern educational building was
completed in 1954, which includes a

spacious social room, well-equipped

kitchen, and modern departmental

and class rooms. In march, 1956, the

present church sanctuary was com-

pleted. The property is valued at ap-

proximately $150,000.

In this history, mention has been

made that it was at this church m
conference in 1849 that a letter was
sent to the annual conference in

session at Hank's Cliapel, Chatham
Co., N. C, proposing the establish-

ing of an Institute at Graliam, N. C,
which institute was later established

and from which Elon College was
opened in 1890. This community for

long years had in its midst an acade-

my, "Union Ridge Academy," which
is an evidence that the people were

believers in education. Among the

strongest supporters of Graham In-

stitute, later Graham College, were

tlie people of this community, especi-

ally members of Union Church. This

is true of Elon College from the

time it was chartered by the legisla-

ture of N. C. in 1889 to the present.

The boys and girls of the community
were prepared for college at the local

academy and many of them entered

Elon. Among these were the Wallv-

ers, W^atsons, Kernodles, Garrisons,

Hurdles, Maynards, and Grahams.

Dr. George Watson was elected a

member of the first board of trustees

of Elon, and remained a trustee and

stauneli supporter of the institution

till death. The writer learned from

Dr. Will Long of Graham, N. C, that

when the first buildings were in the

course of construction on the Elon

campus, there would be weeks when
there was no money to pay the labor-

ers. His father. Dr. W. S. Long, the

president, would put him on a horse

and send him to Dr. Watson, a dis-

tance of 15 miles, and Dr. Watson
would make provisions for the men
to be paid. The men and women of

Union Church have given hundreds

and thousands of dollars to the '^ol-

lege in the most trying times of its

histoi-y. The late Sheriff Kerncdle

went in person carrying as his per-

sonal gift $5,000 at a time of special

need.

Before the Civil War, Dr. E. F.

Watson, the father of Dr. G. S. Wat-
son, practicing physician of Union
Ridge community and a great friend

to education, founded Watsoiiville

Female Seminary. Dr. Watson was
also a trustee of Graham College.

The house in which the Avork of the

seminary was carried on was built by
Dr. Watson in connection Avith his

home about three miles from Union
Church. Dr. Watson passed away in

his home on October 19, 1897, at tlic

age of 86 years.

There are many other l-^ailin^' men
and Avomen of this community Avho

have lived useful lives and passed to

their reward, whose good work's live

on in Union Church and community.
These are Avell worthy to be mention-

ed in this brief history. The people

of Union Church and community have

a noble heritage that is sufficient to

inspii'e in carrying on the work that

others have been called upon to lay

aside. Her influence has been and is

great for good, and may she both in-

tensively and extensively continue a

mighty power in building and ex-

tending the kingdom of our Lord and
Master to the very end of time.
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Historical Society of the Southern Convention

There have been sporadic attempts at gathering

of historical information pertaining to the history of

the churches of the Southern Convention, but the

resuks have been meager. In 1854, the North Caro-

hna and the North Carolina and Virginia Christian

Conferences united, and with the Eastern Virginia

Conference, unveiled a monument in October of

that year at the grave of Rev. James O'Kelly in

Chatham County, at his home place near O'Kelly's

Chapel Christian Church. On July 7, 1927, a mark-

er was unveiled at the site of Old Lebanon Church,

Surry County, Virginia, and a monument to O'-

Kelly was dedicated on the campus of Elon College

shortly thereafter. In 1944, the centennial year of

The Christian Sun, a marker was unveiled at the

site of Junto Academy in Orange County, N. C,
where Rev. Daniel W. Kerr first edited The Sun.

At various sessions of the Conferences and Conven-

tion, there have been agitations for the publishing of

a history, but nothing of consequence came of these

resolutions. Tliree works of note have been pub-

lished which are very valuable
—

"Lives of Christian

Ministers" by Prof. P. J. Kernodle, 1909; "The Life

of Rev. James O'Kelly" by Major W. E. MacClenny,

1910; and "The Genius of the Christian Church" by

President W. A. Harper, 1929.

Major W. E. MacClenny, Suffolk, Virginia,

Historian of the Convention from 1922 to 1946,

urged the establishment of a Historical Society in

the (Convention to stimulate interest in our history.

Said he, "No people, church, or nation has ever

grown great until it had a history familiar to its

people to which the rising generations could be

pointed for inspiration. We as a church have been

very, very slow to recognize this truth and for this

reason we have greatly neglected our church history

until much valuable material has been lost forever.

We hope the day will come when the history of

our church in the South will be written by some
broad minded man of the church, and that our

young ministers will be required to master it be-

fore they are licensed to preach in our pulpits. That

will mark a new day for us in our denomination."

Some years ago, Elon College provided a room
in the Library Building to be designated "Church
History Room," which project was to be the re-

sponsibility of the churches of the Southern Conven-
tion. In the fire of 1923 all of the gathered histori-

cal materials to that date were lost in the fire and
attempts have been made to gather such valuable

materials as could be found. Included in these

materials are most of the writings of James O'Kelly.

Also in the Church History Room is a copy of W.
Guirey's "The Rise of the Episcopacy," Mills Bar-

rett's "Hymnbook," "The Diary of Joseph Thomas"
("The White Pilgrim") and other priceless ma-
terials. There are no copies of the editions of The
Christian Sun prior to about 1912. There are a few

copies of the Herald of Gospel Liberty and other

publications of the Christian Church.

There must be priceless documents in many of

our homes and churches pertaining to the history

of the Christian Church in the South. It was the

purpose of the Church History Room to provide a

fire proof place for the preservation of these docu-

ments, but lack of funds has hindered this worthy

project.

Now, we have an opportunity to enhance great-

ly the value of the Church History Room. The
Women's Fellowship of the Southern Convention

have designated receipts from the Life Membership
and Memorial Funds for the present biennium to

the Church History Room. This has stimulated

new interest, and it now looks as though we can

greatly improve the gathering of material and ser-

vice in preserving these materials in the Church
History Room.

Several years ago, the Convention established

the "O'Kelly Memorial Foundation," designed to

sponsor the preservation of shrines of the church in

particular. It is now proposed by the Executive

Board of the Convention that this Foundation be

changed to "The Historical Society of the Southern

Convention of Congregational Christian Churches,"

and that a Board of Directors of twelve persons be

elected to manage and promote this vital interest,

including the Church History Room. The Women
have approved this plan and we earnestly hope that

it may be the beginning of a new interest in the

preservation of our history as a church.

The Historical Society will need funds and his-

torical materials, and the constituency of the Con-
vention are urged to give their help. Any histori-

cal materials of the churches of the South, in par-

ticular, dated prior to 1925, will be gratefully re-

ceived. They may be sent to the Southern Conven-
tion Office, Elon College, North Carolina.

In this year of the observance of our Centennial,

let us make the launching of the Historical Society

a great event in the life of our church. We have
been promised the cooperation of the Congregational

Christian Historical Society, Boston, Massachusetts,

of which Dr. Frederick L. Fagley is secretary.
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The Christian Sun

Large crowds, excellent addresses,

and reports that showed consecrated

study featured the first two days of

the Centennial Session of the South-

ern Convention being held at the

Union Ridge Congregational Chris-

tian Church, near Burlington North

Carolina, this week. It is hoped that

we will have a detailed account of

the convention in next week's issue.

The Christian Sun offers its deep-

est sympathy to former Moderator

of the Congregational Christian

Churches Roger W. Babson in the

passing of Mrs. Babson to the land

beyond, on Monday ni^ht, April 30,

at their home in Wellesly, Massa-

chusetts. Mrs. Babson had many
friends in the South who will greatly

miss her and will sorrow at her go-

ing.

Convention Ministers to Hold

Convocation

The Ministers of the Southern Con-

vention,

Dear Friends:

As has been our annual custom for

the past several years, our Minister's

Convocation will be held again this

year immediately following Mother's

Day, the second Sunday in May.
The Time -. Monday afternoon. May

14, through Wednesday noon. May
16.

The Place : Moonelon Conference

Center, Elon College, North Carolina.

The Theme: "Creative Opportuni-

ties for the Ministry Today."

The Cost: Five dollars ($5.00) for

everything! Six meals and two

nights' lodging, and the full pro-

gram.

Every minister in the Southern

Convention of the Congregational

Christian Churches is cordially in-

vited and very much urged to attend

!

For the entire program ! Harvey
Carnes, secretary and financial mogul
of this year's meeting says: "It will

be five bucks any way you slice it, so

the fellows might as well plan to be

on deck for the whole session". A
loose quotation, but meaningful..

Those of us who were made respon-

sible for this year's meeting, a year

ago, have done our best to set up a

program which will be remembered
for its "grass-roots" sources and use-

fulness. We sincerely hope that all

of you will make plans now to at-

tend. Please get your reservations

in to Harvey Carnes, Franklin, Vir-

ginia, or to John Graves, Elon Col-

lege, N. C, as early as possible.

Cordially yours,

George D. Alley. Pres.

1956 Minister's Conv.

Massachuseets Observes American

Foreign Missions Day

The Rev. Dr. Alford Carlton, Ex-
ecutive Vice President of the Ameri-
can Board of Commissioners for For-
eign Missions, today presented to the

group's Prudential Committee a re-

solution from the Commonwealth of

Massachusetts congratulating the Am-
erican Board on the anniversary of

its founding.

The resolution, passed by the House
of Representatives on March 12 and
by the Senate on March 14, called

upon the Governor to "issue a pro-

clamation designating a day during
the summer season as 'American For-
eign Missions Day'."

Introduced by Representative Rich-

ard Ruether of Willianstown, the re-

solution commemorates the historic

"haystack prayer meeting" of Wil-

liams College students one hundred
fifty years ago in which five students

taking refuge under a haystack dur-

ing a sudden rain storm, decided to

dedicate their lives to Christian mis-

sionary activity.

The American Board, which was
the first foreign missionary society

in this country, grew out of this meet-

ing. Originally the American Board

(Continued on page 10.)
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iSlews from the Churches . . .

Lebanon Congregational Christian

Church to Observe Memorial

Day on May 20

The annual Memorial Day Service

of Lebanon Congregational Christian

Church will be held on Sunday, May
20. Sunday school will open at ten

o'clock. The pastor, the Rev. Robert

Bennett, will conduct the morning

worship and preach the sermon.

Memorial Day always takes on a

home-coming feature at Lebanon.

Former members and members who
live too far away to be regular at-

tendants make it a point to be pre-

sent and renew their fellowship with

old acquaintances.

Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Mise are

serving as the Committee on Decora-

tions to see that all of the graves have

flowers. Friends of the church are

cordially invited to come and share

in the worship and fellowship. A
picnic dinner will be served follow-

ing the service. Bring a ba.sket and
share in this also.

Nine members from the Lebanon

Women's Fellowship attended the

Halifax District Rally on April ]().

The group certainly enjoyed the day.

Miss Lucy Kendall Clark, missionary

to Ceylon, delivered an inspiring ad-

dress which was appreciated by all

present. Our group expresses its

thanks to the people of Pleasant Grove

Church for their gracious hospitality.

Mrs. Ezra 0. Stowe,

Reporter.
* * * * *

News from Lebanon Church

The evangelistic services at Leban-

on Congregational Christian Church
were very inspiring and most suc-

cessful. The visiting minister was
the Rev. William P. Smith of Ports-

mouth, Virginia. There were five

new members to come into the church

during the services, and one united

by letter of transfer at the third

Sunday morning worsliip conducted

by the pastor, the Rev. Robert Ben-

nett. This makes a total of six new
members added to the church roll

since March 4th. We feel that much
good has been accomplished through

these services. We are grateful to

have had the Rev. Mr. Smith with

us.

Mrs. Ezra 0. Stowe,
Reporter.

New Hope Church Makes Many

Improvements on Building

and Grounds

During the last few months there

has been considerable improvement

on the church building and grounds

at New Hope Christian Church. The

steeple has been completely remod-

eled. Two of the Sunday school rooms

on the front of the church have been

enlarged, which adds to the beauty

of the building. The rear of the

church has been underpinned, and
cement steps and hand rails have

been put to the Sunday school rooms

on each side of the church. There

was also improvement on the windows
and other parts of the building as it

was needed. The entire church has

been painted on the outside which

adds dignity to the building. This

has all been paid for in full, and the

church is free of debt.

Then on Friday, March 30th, many
of the members, both men and wom-
en, gathered at the church and clean-

ed the yards. On Saturday, April

14th, the men met at the church for

a Work-Day. They brought tractors,

plows, trucks, and shovels. The drive

way around the church was put in

good condition as well as improvement

made in the cemetery. At the lunch

hour a delicious barbecue dinner wan

served with the ladies of the church

furnishing the dessert. This was a

profitable and enjoyable day for all

of us.

New Hope is located ten miles east

of Wake Forest in a progressive sec-

tion of Franklin County. We have

a good Sunday school with Mr. B. T.

Bunn as superintendent. He has

eight very fine teachers as well as

capable assistants. The ladies have

a very active Women's Fellowship,

and are doing a fine work. The men
also have a Laymen's Fellowship that

is working. We have Youth Fellow-

ship .>ach Sunday evening at 6 :30

with classes for all ages. The Wor-
ship Services are held each Sunday
morning. On the 1st and 3rd at

eleven o'clock, and the 2nd and 4tli

at 9 :45. We also have our mid-week

prayer S(irvice each Wednesday even-

ing at 7 :30.

It is a most wonderful group to

work with and the work is going nice-

ly.

R. Eugene Talley, Pastor.

Page Three

Easter Program at Asheboro

Church

Easter was a good day for the

Asheboro Congregational Christian

Church.

It began with breakfast at the

church for some thirty-five people.

At nine o'clock there was a special

sei'vice of music, scripture, and poe-

try by the young people's choir, un-

der the direction of Mrs. Armeta
Spivcy, church organist. Sixty-five

Avere present for this service. At ten

o'clock there were 212 present for

Sundaj' school, where the offering

amounted to $228.99. At the eleven

o'clock worship service there were

200 present to enjoy the special music

by the three choirs of the church, and
to hi^ar the massage by the pastor,

Dr. F. C. Lester, on "What Easter

Means to Me".

As a culmination of the visitation

evangelism program and the week's

meeting with Dr. Roy C. llelfenstein

as guest preacher, seventeen new
members were received into the church

on Eastp]". Sixteen of these were by
confession of faith and received the

sacrement of baptism. This brings

the total membership to 205.

*****
Progress Reported at Bay View

Church, Norfolk

In recent months a great deal has

transpired at Bay View, much of

which, in a measure, is out of date so

far as news is concerned. But we are

pleased over the progress and wish

you to know about it.

Mr. and Mrs. Neese came back to

us at Bay View last September and
since then many things have happen-
ed. Shortly after their arrival a

reception was held in their honor at

the church on a Sunday afternoon.

Shortly thereafter ten teams of visi-

tors distributed, in house to house

visitation, 3000 printed "Fall and
Winter Programs" which contained

the complete schedule of activities of

all organizations within the church
and the sermon topics for a four-

month period. This resulted in an
immediate increase in attendance at

Sunday school and the worship ser-

vices.

The Woman's Fellowship, in late

fall, held a "Coffee Hour" at the

liome of one of its members and in-

vited all tlie women of the church to

attend. Several new members were
secured for the Woman's Fellowship

(Continued on page 11.)
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Editorial . . .

Wake ChapeFs Centenial
Wake Chapel Congregational Christian Church

appropriately celebrated "A Century of Service" on

Sunday, April 15, 1956. It was a great occasion for

all who attended and especially momentous for the

membership of the church. Many of those present

had never attended such a service, the editor of The
Christian Sun being in that category.

More than a year of planning and work had

gone into the preparation for the great day. So far

as one was able to see not a single detail which

would have added to the event was overlooked. The

church auditorium is beautiful, and has an atmos-

phere which is conductive to worship. The worship

center does exactly what a worship center is suppos-

ed to do, and the paneled enclosures for the junior

and senior choirs are a real addition.

The church is located on the edge of the rapid-

ly growing Fuquay-Varina community. It has all

the serenity which is associated with a country

church. The church grounds are spacious and well

landscaped. The sturdy trees which shade the

area seem to say we and the church have been here

for a long time and both are still growing.

The program was well planned and was most

appropriate for the occasion. There were two ser-

vices, the first beginning at ten o'clock and the

second at eleven-thirty. The first centered around

the early history of the Christian Church and the

organization and growth of Wake Chapel. The
second was a regular morning service which closed

with the congregation taking Holy Communion.

Dr. W. T. Scott, superintendent of the South-

ern Convention, gave the historical address. Mr.

Scott has recently made a careful study of the organ-

ization of the Christian Church in Virginia and

North Carolina. He gave the salient facts of the

early days and introduced his hearers to the leaders

who shaped the course of events. He was giving

facts that should be known by every member of our

churches in the Southern Convention. If he were
not already too busy, we would suggest that he be

asked to give the same message in each church of

the Convention.

The Rev. Fred P. Register spoke on "The Years

of My Ministry at Wake Chapel." He was pastor

of the church from 1944 to 1954. His ministry was
a period in which the sowing of the preceding

ninety years was coming to harvest. Most of his

hearers had worked with him in accomplishing the

things about which he was talking. He not only
told us what had been done, he also gave us an in-

sight as to how it had been done.

The Rev. Earl T. Farrell, who began his pastor-

ate in 1955, discussed "Dreams For The Future."

His message revealed that even while the church

was planning to celebrate the events of a hundred

years, it was busy planning larger things for the

future. The plans, now in the making, include

every phase of the church's life. One item of the

continuing program will double the facilities for

promoting the educational work of the church.

The preacher for the morning service of wor-

ship was the Rev. Joseph E. McCauley, pastor of

the Congregational Christian Church, Waverly, Vir-

ginia. Mr. McCauley is a great-grandson of the

Rev. Littlejohn Utley who organized Wake Chapel

in 1856. The sermon centered around the redemp-

tive love of Jesus Christ as revealed upon the Cross.

The Holy Communion was administered by

the Rev. J. Lee Johnson who served Wake Chapel

as pastor for twenty-nine years. He was assisted

by Mr. Farrell. Mr. Johnson grew up in Wake
Chapel. Many of those who received the emblems

from the hand of Mr. Johnson had been received

into membership of the church during his long

ministry. Thus closed a notable day of commemo-
ration and worship.

A centennial celebration in a local church stirs

up some interesting thoughts. Such a church has

profoundly influenced the lives of a great number
of people. There are certain families that have

been identified with the life of the church for four

or five generations. Thousands have heard the

gospel message from its pulpit. Many people have

lived long lives under its ministry and dedicated

their strength to its service. Churches build com-
munities.

People grow old, but churches can remain

young and strong. God's love for mankind is eternal.

Each generation needs the saving grace of our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ just as badly as did its

predecessor. There are always little children with

minds and hearts responsive to the story of Jesus

and his love. When the pastor was speaking about

the building program to provide larger church
school facilities, some members of the congregation

glanced at the radiant faces in the junior choir, and
we knew that the church is alert to its real oppor-

tunity.

It may be conceded that churches can over-do

special days and anniversaries; but once in a hun-
dred years is not too often to put on a real celebra-

tion. We congratulate Wake Chapel for its good-

ly past and bespeak for it a better future.
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Wake Chapel Celebrates a

Century of Service

Sixty-foi;r years after the Rev.

James 0 'Kelly and 1,000 others left

the conference of the Methodist

Church in Baltimore, Maryland, in

protest against autocratic church

government, the Rev. Littlejohn Ut-

ley, with the aid of young Rev.

Anthony Franks, organized the Wake
Chapel Christian Church in a one-

room school house a mile or more

southwest of the present location near

Fuquay-Varina, Xorth Carolina.

Soon after the organization of the

church in 1856, a revival was held

1856

1860

under a great brush arbor built for

that purpose, with thirty people re-

questing baptism.

Sometime later the members, giv-

ing land, luml)er. and labor and hir-

ing only a foreman, built a small

church on the present site. This

Iniilding had a shed room on one end

for the colored members who were

slaves of the white members. In 1901.

a new and larger building was erect-

ed, and the present brick building

was completed in October. 1923. at

the same location.

The history of the church has been

marked by many discouragements

and financial handicaps. However,

during its century of struggle, there

Avas developed a heritage of sincere,

consecrated people which it is hoped

will serve as an inspiration to fu-

ture generations.

During the early years of the

church, such sins as disagreeing, fall-

ing out with one another, intoxication,

taking the Lord's name in vain, and

failing to attend church services were

duly considered by the church body

with the necessary steps taken.

Pillowing is a list of pastors in tho

order of their service :

Rev. Littlejohn I'tley. assisted

by Rev. Anthonv Franks —
3 years.

Rev. J. W. Wellons—3 years.

Rev. D. T. Deans—2 years.

Rev. R. G. Tinen—3 years.

Rev. W. X. Bragg—1 year.

Rev. J. X. Farrell—7 years.

Rev. W. G. Clements—13 years.

Rev. J. T. Ball—1 year.
'

Rev. J. P. Barrett—1 year.

Rev. David F. Jones— 1 year.

1901

Rev. J. A. Junes—2 years.

Rev. W. T. Ilerndon—3 years.

Rev. W. G. Clement'^—S vears.

Rev. J. D. Wicker—1 yea"rs.

Rev. 'M. L. Hurley—2 years.

Rev. G. R. I'liderwootl—2 yrars.

Rev. J. (). Cox— 1 year.

Rev. W. G. Clements— 1 year.

Rev. J. (). Atkinson—2 vears.

Rev. J. Lee Johnson—29 years.

Rev. E. C. Brady—1 year."

Rev. R. T. Grissom—8 yeai-s.

Rev. Fred P. Register—10 years.

Rev. Earl T. Farrell—present

pastor.

Wake Chapel has sent out four

ministers of the gospel during the

years of its life : Rev. J. A. Jones,

deceased ; Rev. L. F. Johnson, de-

ceased ; Rev. J. Lee Johnson, who
served as pastor for 29 years; and

Rev. J. Ray Dickens, who later join-

ed the Presbyterian Church. Dr. C.

H. Rowland, ^^hile a member of

Wake Chapel, was, called to preach.

However, -uhen the Phnnouth Church
was organized, he and his family

REV. LITTLEJOHN UTLEY
Founder of Wake Chapel.

joined there near his home, and he

went out as a minister from there.

Under the influence of Dr. J. 0.

Atkinson, the women of Wake Chapel
organized the Woman's ^^lissionary

Society the fiftli Sunday in IMarch,

1912, and it has been meeting regu-

larly ever since Avith the exception of

a fev.- meetings during the influenza

epidemic following World War I. In

recent years, it has been completeh'

reorganized to provide for growth.

REV. J. W. WELI.ONS

First Pastor of Wake Chapel.

Since the organization of the

churchy evangelism (stressing repen-

tence of sin and acceptance of Jesus

Christ as Savior and Lord) has been

one of the main emphases. In recent

years, lay visitation has been very ef-

fectively used with very noticeable re-

sults in growth on the part of the

(ContimiecJ on page 15.)

WAKE CHAPEL CHURCH

V
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Two of Virginia s Older Churches

In the Convention Anniversary

issue of The Christian Suk last

week, we gave a list of chnrclies in

the Convention that were one hun-

dred years old or older. In this list

was Wake Chapel, which has just

completed its century of service. An
account of its history and its century

celebration is included in this issue.

Two of Eastern Virginia's older

churches were shown in last week's

issue, and we are giving below a very

brief historical sketch of each of these

verjf active churches.

Holy Neck Church—

•

From the colonial records of Nan-

semond County, Virginia, Ave find

that an Episcopal chapel was order-

ed built at Holy Neck in 1747, and

until this could be built the minister

Avas to preach at Middle Chapel

(somewhere near the present site of

Liberty Spring Church) and Somer-

ton Chapel. Holy Neck Chapel was

first a Avooden house, Avith a shed for

the colored people, and Avhen the

Episcopal Church was disestablislied

in Virginia the chapel Avas not used,

and Rev. James 0 'Kelly, himself,

planted a Christian congregation

there in the early days of the Chris-

tian Church, perhaps before 1800.

Soon the house A\as enlarged. In

1835 a house 35 by 45 feet Avas built,

and about 50 years later another

building Avas erected, and still later

the present plant was erected. No
records seem to have been kept from
1800 to about 1829, and historical

data about the church during those

times are scarce. HowcA^er, Ave knoAv

that Holy Neck has been one of the

leading Christian Churches from as

early as 1800. The church Avas visit-

ed by many of the earliest itinerant

Christian ministers, including James
0 'Kelly, Joseph Thomas (the White
Pilgrim), Nathaniel P. Tatem, Fran-
cis Williamson, Bunvell Barrett, and
others. Rev. W. B. Wellons condact-

ed the "Holy Neck Female Semi-
nary" in the 1850 's or 1860 's but

Avhich school probably existed prior

to that time. In 1817, at the "Big
May Meeting" held at Holy Neck
Church, the "ministers and brethen
laid plans" for the organization of

what is now the Eastern Virginia
Conference.

* * *

Cypress Chapel—
Cypress Chapel, located in Nanse-

mond County, Virginia, was founded

later than the chapel at Holy Neck.

An Episcopal chapel Avas ordered

there in 1758, the chapel to be built

like the one at NottoAvay. The land

for the chapel was given by John
Noi^eet. This chapel, like Holy
Neck, was an outgroAvth from the

parish church located at Suffolk. We
have no record as to Avhether or not

James 0 'Kelly planted the Christian

Church at Cypress Chapel; hoAvever,

it is likely that he did, since he

preached there in 1780. We do have

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiii IIIIIIIIIMIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII

Announcing the Fourth Annual

Ministers' Convocation

for

Congregational Christian Ministers

of the Southern Convention

* » *

Moonelon—May 14, 15, 16, 1956

Theme, "Creative Opportunities for

the Ministry Today."

* » *

To encourage all of our ministers

to attend, the fee w^ill be reduced

this year to a flat $5.00. Everyone

in attendance will be expected to pay

the same amount, and there will be

no other charges.

* « «

Superb Fellowship—Stimualting

Variety

Fine Arts—Sports—Shop Talk

Worship

G. D. ALLEY, Chairman,

HARVEY CARNES, Secy.

the record from Francis Asbury's
Journal that Asbury and 0 'Kelly

met at Cypress Chapel on Saturday,

July 8, i780. Mr. 0 'Kelly made "a

fine impression on ]\Ir. Asbury, Avho

wrote in his Journal: "He (James
0 'Kelly appeared to be a Avarm-

hearted and good man. James 0'-

Kelly and myself enjoyed and com-

forted each other. This dear man of

God arose at midni<?ht, and prayed
very dovoutly for me and himself."

Mr. 0 'Kelly seems to have met Mr.
Asbury at this point for the purpose
of taking him on a visit through his

circuit. This was prior to the organ-

ization of the Methodist Episcopal
Church (1784), and Mr. Asbury at

the time of his visit with Mr, 0 'Kelly

was "overseer" or superintendent

of the Methodist Societies of John
Weslej^

When Cypress Chapel was aban-

doned by the Episcopalians at the

time of the disestablishment of the

Church of England in Virginia it

came into the possession of the Chris-

tian Church some time about 1798.

The church has continued from the

earliest days of the Christian denomi-

nation to be one of the stronger of

the Christian congregations. Several

buildings have been erected since

1780, and at the dedication of one of

them Dr. W. B. Wellons, then pas-

tor, delivered the dedicatory sermon.

The present church plant, organiza-

tion, and work of Cypress Chapel

Church are a Avorth.y tribute to the

pioneering spirits of the early Cliris-

tian Church. At Cypress Chapel,

the first regular session of the South-

ern Convention Avas held in 1858.

Surplus Grain Shipments for

Destitute Areas

The first shipment of surplus grain

released by the government to Church

World Service has moved. Thirty-

tAvo carloads left Houston this week

for Greece aboard the SS Hellenic

Sky destined for victims of the recent

European cold, blizzards, and land-

slides. The food is to be distributed

by the Holy Synod of the Church of

Greece, The Refugee Service of the

World Council of Churches, and the

Evangelical Church of Greece.

Information received by N. C.

CROP Director, Ralph Jacks from

Rev. John M. Metzler, Jr., of Nation-

al CROP stated: "Here is the first

report Ave have received from CWS
on a shipment of surplus grain. We
expect to get many more." CROP
will share in the distribution costs.

The commodities included in this

initial consignment Avere 200,000

pounds of Avheat, 1,000,000 pounds

of corn, and 500,000 pounds of rice

Avith a total valuation of .1562,720.

The date of shipment Avas advanced

earlier in the month to meet the em-

ergency prevailing.

Bruce M. Lansdale, Director of the

American Farm School at Salonika,

Greece, reports 500 mountain villages

as having used their grain reserves

during the cold Aveather, having no-

thing left to see them through until

the June harvest. Desperate appeals

are arriving in Athens from the 160

villages in danger of disappearing in

subsiding earth folloAving landslides.

(Continue^ on page 10.)
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News of Elon College
PREsroENT L. E. Smith, Elon College, N. C.

Elon College's National Connections

Elon College finds itself listed Avith

other privately - endowed colleges in

the different sections of our country.

It is on the list of a number of cor-

porations and foundations for contri-

butions. These contributions are not

only helpful and encouraging, but

are indicative of the high regard in

which our college is held by concerns

with philanthropic records.

Our readers Avill recall, I am sure,

that the Ford Foundation in its dis-

tribution of $500,000,000 allotted

Elon College $125,700, restricted for

the increase of faculty salaries only,

the income to be used for this pur-

pose. The Esso Standard Oil Com-

pany included Elon College in its dis-

tributions to privately-endowed col-

leges to the extent of $2,000 cash to be

used for current expenses. The A-

merican Can Company notified us

that they were distributing money to

a number of privately-endowed col-

leges on the basis of the employment

of graduates of the college by its

Company Informing us that Elon

College has one graduate in its em-

ploj'ment, and that the college had

been awarded $500 to be paid April

1960. Western Electric, through its

branch in Burlington, North Caro-

lina, has awarded one scholarship

worth $800 to a student enrolled in

Elon College with the assurance that

three-fourths of that amount would

be contributed to the college directly.

Burlington Industries, Greensboro,

North Carolina, is giving substantial

assistance to Elon College on the

basis of students enrolled in Elon

College who are receiving loans from

the James Lee Love Foundation to

defray their college expenses. The

foundation Avill contribute to the col-

lege an amount equal to the loans

made to these students. We have en-

rolled this year five students who have

secured loans from this foundation.

On April 25, 1956, the following

telegram was received:

Tomorrow in connection with the

celebration of its 150th anniver-

sary, the Colgate-Palmolive Con\-

pany will announce unrestricted

grants of financial aid to 186 A-

merican colleges and universities.

We are delighted to inform you that

your institution is one of that num-

ber. Details and amQimt§i of the

grant are being sent to you under

separate cover. We hope that this

grant will help in the furthering of

the magnificent contribution that

you ha^e made and are making to

the progress of higher learning.

To date there has been no notifica-

tion as to the amount to be distribut-

f>d or to the amount that Elon College

is to receive. I am informed, however,

that the newspaper release states that

the Colgate-Palmolive Company will

distribute $500,000 to 186 colleges

and that Elon College is on the list to

share in this distribution.

As the church, alumni and friends

learn of the support given the col-

lege by such foundations as enumera-

ted above, I am sure that they will

take fresh courage and will not only

be willing, but anxious to do their

share at this particular time that our

college may receive the support that

it deserves and be in a position to

render greater service to the young
people of our country.

* * * * »

Apportionment Giving

The centennial issue of The Chris-

tian Sun has preem])ted the Central

Publishing Company's press for the

past two weeks which means, of

course, that no report of the churches'

and Sunday schools' contribution to

the college on conference apportion-

ments has been published. These pay-

ments, however, have been coming in

promptly and are listed in this week's

report. As these contributions come

in, they add definitely to our current

budget and help in a substantial way
to meet the college's obligations that

fall due week after week and month

after month.

To know that there are friends in

our Sunday schools and churches Avho

arc thinking about their college and

are concerned enough to send con-

tributions to help it on its Avay is en-

couraging.

As 3'ou learn of the fine Avork that

the college is doing and the keen in-

terest that national foundations and

industries are manifesting in our

privately-endowed colleges in gener-

al, and in Elon College in particular,

I know that Ave all shall want not only

to do what Ave feel that we can, but to

make sura that we do our best.

Whatever you do Avill be greatly ap-

preciated.

Previously reported $ 6,431.53

Eastern N. O. Conference:

Fayetteviile $ 4.50

Hope Mills 4.75

New Hope 18.00

Piney Plain 105.00

Eastern Va. Conference:

Hopewell $ 5.00

Newport News 215.00

Burton's Grove 22.00

Franklin 93.00

Oak Grove 30.00

Rhelton Memorial 6.00

N. C. and Va. Conference

:

Burlington, Lakeview ...$28.00

Belew Creek 14.12

Concord 36.00

Greensboro, First 57.91

Ingram 136.00

Lynchburg 7.75

Western N. C. Conference:

Needham's Grove $10.00
Pleasant Grove 20.00

Pleasant Ridge 135.00

Seagrove 7.50

Shiloh 10.00

Virginia Valley Conference:

Antioch $ 15.28

Dry Run 1.34

Timber Ridge 116.40

Wood's Chapel 5.00

1,103.55

Grand total $ 7,535.08

*****
Declaration of Purpose

Signed Declarations from our
churches in the Southern Convention

for the building program on the cam-
pus of Elon College continue to come
in even though slowly. The churches

in North Carolina are responding

more readily than are the churches in

Virginia. I am sure, hoAvever, that

all of our churches Avill do their

share.

When Ave thinlv Ave are getting a-

long very Avell at the college, disaster

strikes. South Dormitory, as report-

ed before, Avas destroyed by fire re-

cently. This constitutes a disaster

and presents a very serious and im-

mediate problem. We have arranged

to take care of the boys in other dorm-

itories by croAvding. Provision must
be made for additional rooming

space by Se})tember 1st. In view of

this disaster, I am sure that our

churches will accept their share in

the cofit of Virginia and Carolina

Halls as approved and directed by
the Convention. When the Conven-

tion speaks, the college feels that it

is compulsory.

It would seem to me that our pas-

tors and churches would consider the

action of the convention and confer-

ences more or less binding on them

—

certainly they Avould feel that it is

(Continued on page 10.)
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Church Women at Work
With Emphasis on Missions

Mrs. J. H. Booth, Jr., Editor

143 Winchester Drive, Hampton, Va.

Christian Family Life Program

Prepared hy

Mrs. J. EvERETTE Neese.

Christian Family Life Chairman of

Eastern Virginia Women.

Theme: "God in the Home-
Peace in the World."

Devotional Service.

Call to Worship—"Lord, thou hast

been our dwelling place in all gen-

erations. Before the mountains

were brought forth, or ever thou

hast formed the earth and world.

Even from everlasting to everlast-

ing thou art God."

Hymn—"Come, Let Us Join with

Faithful Souls." (Pilgrim Hym-
nal.)

Litany of Meditation on the

Home.

Father : Happy are fathers and moth-

ers who can see life through the

low windows of childhood.

Mother: For the Kingdom of Heav-

en itself is of those who have a

child-like spirit ; and where God is

in the parents. His Kingdom is

within the home.

Father: Happy are the parents who
charge the atmosphere of home
with sympathy and understanding.

Mother : Their words shall be remem-
bered and their influence remain

from one generation to another.

Father: Happy is the family whose

understanding is deeper than

speech and closer than all that can

be expressed.

IMother : For a look from loving eyes

is a high form of eloquence, and
some lips can say more, though si-

lent, than others in pretty speech.

Father: Happy is the family whose

home, though large or small is a

temple of God.

Mother: Whose members, seeking

God, need not go far away—but

find him in their midst.

Unison : Where faith, hope and love,

are all in the daily course incar-

nate in domestic ways.

Child : Children, obey your parents

in the Lord : for this is right. Hon-

or thy father and th^ mother;

which is the first commandment
with promise; that it may be well

Avith thee, and that thou mayst live

long on the earth.

Prayer for Christian Homes.

Poem: "Happy Ts the Family."

Happy is the family

That is able to meet prosperity

Avithout conceit

And adversity Avithout dis-

couragement
;

Whose members knoAA' that the

real gains

Are qualities of manhood and
AA'omanhoood,

And that the best circumstances

Are those that best bring out

strength in character.

They shall make of disaster a

servant,

And of misfortune an instru-

ment,

And having learned to master

these tAvo

They shall be able also to a-

chieve prosperity

And make it an instrument of

good.

Such a family is like an artist,

Who with common material

Is able to achieve a AA'ork of beau-

ty.

Children's Choir (from balcony) :

"Fairest Lord Jesus."

Leader: We have had as our theme
for the year,

'

' Out of the Heart of

the Gospel." In the light of the

gospel Ave find life. Let us draw
forth from the Scriptures the light

needed for groAvth in the various

areas of Christian Family Life.

Christian Family Life Chairman : In

Christian teaching there are only

tAvo staffs of teachers: Church
School teachers and parents. The
parents are the Number One teach-

ers of religion. Christian homes
have been compared to the founda-

tion of a house, the house itself be-

ing no more stable than the foun-

dation on Avhich it rests. In a like

sense we can say that our church

is no more Christian than are the

homes in Avhich ts members live.

Then again we can say Christian

May 3, 1956

homes are like lighthouses, shed-

ding light about them in a com-

munity Avhere many do not knoAV

the Christian way. The light of a

sincere Christian home shines out.

Voice (A good clear reader from bal-

cony) : "Hear, 0 Israel: the Lord

our God is one Lord; and thou

shalt love the Lord, thy God, Avith

all thine heart, and Avith all thy

soul, and Avith all thy might. And
these Avords Avhich I command thee

this day, shall be in thy heart : and

thou shalt teach them diligently

unto thy children, and thou shalt

talk of them when thou sittest in

thine house, and Avhen thou Avalk-

est by the Avay, and Avhen thou liest

down, and Avhen thou risest up."

Deut. 6:4-7.

Christian Family Life Chairman :
" It

Is Fun Having a Family" is the

title of a booklet describing the

joys of parenthood today. Of

course, it mentions some of the

problems that all parents exper-

ience, but the emphasis is on the

deep satisfaction that comes to

those who work earnestly at the

task of rearing a family. One

writer has said that no one can

understand the full meaning of

maturity, unless he himself has

reared a child or engaged in the

equivalent of this experience. We
as parents are ahvays challenged

to set the proper example before

the (ihildren of our homes.

Voice: "At that time the disciples

came to Jesus, saying, 'Who is

greatest in the kingdom of heav-

en?' And calling to him a child,

he put him in the midst of them,

and said, 'Truly, I say to you, un-

less you turn and become like chil-

dren, you Avill never enter the king-

dom of heaven. Whoever receives

one such child in my name receives

me; but Avhoever causes one of

these little ones who believe in me
to sin, it would be better for him

to have a great millstone fastened

around his neck and to be drown-

ed in the depth of the sea.' " Mat-

thew 18 : 1-6.

Christian Family Life Ch'man: Our

homes are schools, a character ed-

ucation study by Hartshorne and

May discovered that the home had

more influence on a child than all

social institutions of the country

put together. A few years ago a

study was made to determine Avhy

people lose their jobs in a wide va-

riety of vocations. It was found

that 85 per cent lose their jobs for

(Cpntiftued on page 9.)
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iJMissions at Home and Abroad

The Season of Warm Weather

and Vacations in India

Kilanjimai P. 0.,

Ramnad Dist., So. India

March 2'3, 1956

Dear Friends of the Southern Con-
vention :

This is the season here in India
when the weather Avarais np and
everybody begins to think about va-

cations. Our schedule in Kilanjunai
is for us to be aAvay in the hills dur-
ing the month of April, so that Dr.
Martin, the Indian doctor who re-

lieves me, can take his vacation in

May. While we are gone, a college

student Christian Movement Work
Camp will be here, occupying our
house, and helping the local congre-
gations in nearby villages rebuild
their mud and thatch church build-
ings that collapsed during the flood.

Our Compounder has just returned
from his vacation, the first he has
taken in seven years. Tonight we
are having a feast for him, in honor
of his twenty-five years of service
here.

This has also been the season of

extra trips out to Ramnad and
Madura for committee meetings—

•

those crucial year-end meetings where
the work of the past year is review-
ed and plans and budgets made for
the coming fiscal year. In addition
to your special flood relief gifts, here
is what your money is being used for,

which you have been sending here
for the rural medical work in gen-

eral: Twenty-five per cent each is be-

ing used for the maternity ward here

in Kilanjunai and for Dr. Martin's
village program around Ramnad.
Twenty per cent is earmarked to

provide smokeless stoves and sanitary

latrines in the homes of all the pas-

tors, catechists, and Bible women in

the villages. Six percent each is go-

ing for initial running expenses con-

nected with the new rural health

workers' training course, (which is

now assured), and for two rural

dispensaries—one already established

and the other about to be. The rest

is being used for such things as the

pastors' health insurance scheme,

first-aid kits for village schools, and
special health training for lay volun-

teer church workers in the villages.

In addition it was decided to appeal

during this next year for special

funds to establish new health cen-

ters; to build an additional doctor's

house here in Kilanjunai so that a

second doctor can be secured and 1

can be released for more village work ;

to enlarge the facilities of the big

]\Iission Hospital in Ramnad so that

it can expand its nurse-inidwifery

training program and ])reventive

medical services in that area ; and for

more funds for the health workers'

training center here, and for sani-

tary installations for teachers in Mis-

sion schools. That sounds as if we
were doing all our thinking and plan-

ning only in terms of money, doesn't

it? Actually a lot more is involved

than just that, but we have not suc-

ceeded yet in freeing ourselves from

dependence on the "filthy lucre"

for these more material aspects of

the church's program.

The -ther recent highlight was a

tour, by jeep, of the Tiruvadanai

area, just north of us, with the Ilcine-

mans, of our Mission. They plan to

turn over their work in Madura, and

are looking for a -^'illage to settle in,

for riiral uplift work. The Bishop

has declared the Tiruvadanai area to

be an especially needy and neglected

portion of the Diocese, and wants us

all to concentrate on it during the

coming years. Altho parts of it are

not more than ten miles straight

across country from Kilanjunai I

had never been there before becanse

it is separated by long stretches of

soft sand, which are very difficult for

cycles to cross. But inspection of

the rapidly expanding register of my
leprosy clinic patients shows that a

good many are coming from villages

in that area, some of them walking

fifteen miles or more each way, every

Saturday, for their treatmeiit. In

the face of that sort of pressure of

need, I guess it is up to me to find a

way to get across that sand and start

a roadside clinic in that area. This

will be my first new project after

coming doAvn from tlie hills in Maj^

Best regards,

Ed Riggs.

CHRISTIAN FAMILY LIFE
PROGRAM.

(Continued from page 8.)

personal reasons. Some of these

reasons are : weak character, emo-

tional instability, and undesirable

personal traits. The foundation

for all of these is the early home
training— in the school parents

conduct from day to day.

Voice: "I am reminded of your sin-

cere faith, a faith that dwelt first

in your grandmother Lois and your

mother Lois, and uoav, I am sure,

clAvells in you. . . . But as for you,

continue in what you have learn-

ed and firmly believed, knowing
from whom you learned it and
how from childhood you have been

acquainted Avith the sacred Avrit-

ings Avhich are able to instruct you
for salvation through faith in Je-

sus Christ." IT Timothy 1:5; 3:

14-15.
'

' Train up a child in the A\ ay he

should go, and Avhen he is old he

AA'ill not depart from it." Proverbs

22: 6.

Sunday School Teacher : I represent

the church school. It is both a

privilege and a great responsibili-

ty to be entrusted with the relig-

ious training of our children. In-

stead of lamenting, "'Hoav can Ave

get parents to cooperate Avith us?"
Sunday school teachers are asking

today, "How can Ave serve better

the families in our church?" It is

the foremost obligation of every

teacher to be genuinely Christian.

This means consistent living and

loyalty to the church and its serv-

ices. Often Sunday school teach-

ers are told,
'

' Every teacher is an

evangelist." When this approach

is made toAvard our Avork, Ave find

many Avays to help families in their

task of making the home more

Christian. (List here some of the

tilings your churcli is doing to

bring about a better cliurcli-honie

relationship.)

Voice: "And they Avere bringing

children to him, that he might

touch them ; and the disciples re-

buked them. But A\hen Jesus saAV

it lie Avas indignant, and said to

them, 'Let the children come to me,

do not hinder them ; for to such be-

longs the kingdom of God. Truly,

I say to you, whosoever does not

receive the kingdom of God like a

child shall not enter it.' And he

took them in his arms and bless-

ed them, laying his hands upon

them." Mark 10: 13-16.

"Remember noAV thy Creator in

the days of thy youth, Avhile the

evil days come not, nor the years

draw nigh, Avhen thou slialt say I

have no pleasure in them." Kc-

clesiastes 12 : 1.

(Continued on page 13.)
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Have

You

Read?

Her date." The vote supports a sim-

ilar resolution passed by the Division

of Foreign Missions of the National

Council of Churches of Christ in the

S. A.

"Psychiatry and Common Sense,"

C. S. Bluemel, M. D., Published by

The MacMillian Company, 245 P.,

!fi3,00.

]\lany students of Psychiatry and

Psycholoay, as well as many every-

day folk have long waited for just

such a book as this one by Dr. Blue-

mel. Being a pliysieian of wide studv

and extensive practice, the author

knows the field of thought which he

here presents from both the techni-

cal and the practical point of view.

He writes both for the student and

the average reader. With rare in-

tellectual illumination he goes to the

bottom of "The Problem of Making

Life Adjustments" successfully. His

style is clear—his reasoning irrefu-

table. His findings are easily un-

derstandable instead of confusing

and bewildering as is too often the

case in this field of thou'jht.

This book is indeed richtly titled

—

"Psychiatry and Common Sense."

The book Avould be a valuable asset

tn the libary of any minister or teach-

er. There are but fcAv people who

would not profit by reading this time-

ly book.

Roy C. Helfenstetn.

MASSACHUSETTS OBSERVES
MISSIONS DAY.

served as the foreign mission agency

for several Protestant denominations,

but as these groups established tlieir

o"\vn boards the American Board be-

came the foreign mission arm of the

Congregational Christian Churches.

334 misionaries are presently working

in fourteen countries under Ameri-

can Board auspices.

In other actions the Prudential

Committee, which acts as an Execu-

tive Committee for the American
Board, passed a resolution urging the

United States Government "to take

action looking toward the release of

remaining Japanese War Criminals

still held in prison by our govern-

ment, and to the commutation of the

seutences of those paroUed at m ear-

SURPLUS GRAIN SHIPMENTS.
(Co)itinued from page 6.)

Extensive fainfalls will cause further

slides during the year. The ability

of Church AVorld Service to relieve

this suffering will rely to great extent

upon donations to the Christian Rur-

al Overseas Program's 1956 campaign
for relief and rehabilitation materi-

Without earnestness no man is

ever great, or does really great things.

He may be the cleverest of men; he

may be brilliant, entertaining, popu-

lar; but he will want weight. No
soul-moving picture was ever painted

that had not its depth of shadow.

—Bayne

DECLARATION OP PURPOSE.
(Continued from page 7.)

their responsibility to do the best

they can. I am sure that no one feels

this is a matter that any church may
take or leave as it desires. If churches

would respond, it would be most en-

couraging. We now face the pos-

sibility of building another new dorm-

itory. We need your help.

Carolina Hall—Declarations

:

Name of Cliurch Amount
Eastern N. C. Conference:

Auburn $ 759.50

Beginning Nov., 56; 5 years.

Autioeli 451.50

Beginning April, 56 ; 5 years.

Damascus 465.50

Beginning Jan., 57; 5 years.

Hayes Cliapel 362.25

Beginning Nov., 56; 5 years.

New Hope 1,048.25

Beginning 1956.

Hope Mills 414.75

Beginning Jan., 57; 5 years.

Rutaw Connnunity 595.00

Beginning .Jan., 56; 5 yeari.

Bethlehem 294.00

Beginning 1956; 5 years.

Clayton Christian 600.00

Beginning Jan., 57.

Henderion, First 2,308.00

Beginning Jan., 56; 5 years.

l\rt. Auburn 1,120.00

Beginning Jan., 56; 5 years.

Martha's Chapel 297.00

Beginning 1956.

Clhureh of Wi.le Fellowship 2,289.00

Beginning Jan., 57; 5 years.

Beluah 1,137.50

\Vake Cliapel 4,079.25

Ydungsvillc Christian 300.00

Total $16,913,50

N. C. and Va. Conference:

Pfafftown $ 463.75

Beginning Jan., 56; 5 years.

Lebanon 939.75

Beginning Jan., 58; 10 years.

Beverly Hills 886.00

Beginning Nov., 56; 5 years.

Monticello 822.50

Beginning Aug., 56; 5 years.

Belews Creek 834.75

Beginning 1956; 5 years.

Zion 175.00

Beginning Jan., 1956; 5 years.

Burlington, First 10,000.00

Beginning Nov., 56 ; 5 years.

Church of the Covenant 175.00

Beginning Oct., 56; 5 years.

Siiallow Ford 1,800.00

Beginning Oct., 56; 18 years.

Salem Chapel 740.00

Beginning Jan., 57; 5 years.

Mt. Zion 1,000.00

Beginning Jan., 56; 10 years.

Center 281.75

Beginning Sept., 56; 5 years.

Betliel 1,034.25

Beginning Jan., 1956; 5 years.

Greensboro, First .5,887.00

Beginning Oct., 56; 1956.

Union 1,500.00

Beginning Nov., 57; 10 years.

Personal 500.00

Haw Eiver 1,534.75

Beginning 1957; 5 years.

Total $30,034.00

Virginia Hall—Declarations

:

N. C. and Va. Conference:

Ingram $ 1,748.25

Beginning Jan., 57; 8 years.

Total $ 1,748.25

Eastern Va. Conference:

Windsor $ 2,841.00

Beginning Oct., 56; 5 years.

Union 2,019.00

Beginning Jan., 56; 5 years.

Suffolk Cliristian 10,000.00

Beginning Oct., 1956; 5 years.

Total $14,860.00

Virginia Valley Conference:

Antioch $ 900.00

Beginning Jan., 57; 5 years.

Bethel . 912.00

Beginning 1956; 10 years.

Ingram 1,748.25

Beginning Jan., 57; 8 years.

Total $ 3,560.25

Total for Carolina Hall . . . $40,644.25

Total for Virginia Hall . . . $18,430.25

Carolina Hall—Payments

:

N. C. and Va. Conference:

Zion $ 5.84

Bethel 202.00

Mt. Zion 331.00

Monticello 35.00

New Hope 27.53

$ 601.37

Eastern N. C. Conference:

Wake Cliapel $500.00

$ 500.00

Virginia Hall—Payments:
Virginia Valley Conference:

Bethlehem $ 75.00

Bethel 18.02

$ 93.02

Eastern Va. Conference:

Franklin $500.00

Johnson's Grove
, , 200.00

—• $ 700.00
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NEWS FROM THE CHURCHES.
(Continued from page 3.)

and others have been added since

then. Mrs. Neese is now leading us

in our Bible Study in addition to her

responsibilities as president of the

Norfolk Council of Church Women.

Also, in late fall, a Laymen's Fel-

lowship was organized and now has a

membership of 32. There men meet

monthly in a supper meeting and in

the latter part of April will present a

Negro minstrel at the Ocean View

High School.

The AVoman's Fellowship held a

"Christmas Festival" in early No-

vember and contributed the ^600.00

returns to the parsonage debt. They

are planning a '"'Sum-mer Festival"

for early June.

On Christmas Eve, a service of

Holy Communion by candlelight was

held. The parish members came any-

time between 7 :30 and 8 :30 p. m.

and, as a family, communed togeth-

er. This Avas impressive and prepared

us spiritually for the Christmas

season.

Members have been received into

the church each month since Sep-

tember. On March 4th, eight new
members Avere received which made
a total of 36 adults uniting with the

church since September.

In the Pastor's Class, there were

35 children and young people receiv-

ing training in the meaning of church

membership. These were received on

Palm Sunday—March 25th. Chil-

dren were Christened on Easter Sun-

day.

We are in preparation, at the time

of this writing, for a week of Lay
Visitation Evangelism followed by a

week of Evangelistic services with

Dr. Henry E. Robinson as our visit-

mg evangelist.

All of us are encouraged at the

progress our church has made in the

past six months under the leadership

of Mr. and Mrs. Neese.

Mrs. C. Z. Marshburn, Jr.,

Reporter.

*****
Chapel Hill's Pastor Speakes at

Sanford

The Reverend Charles Jones of the

Community Church of Chapel Hill,

served as evangelist for the Sanford

Congregational Christian Church dur-

ing the week of March 25-30. This

period of evangelism was held in

accord with the program of simul-

taneous evangelism observed through^

out the Southern Convention,

I\Ir. Jones used as his theme,
'

' Fol-

lowing Jesus." In a logical, siucere,

and lucid manner ]\Tr. Jones present-

ed the life of Jesus as revealed to us

in the Scriptures, not as tradition

and preconceived ideas have portray-

ed it. Seeking to discover the true

]iature of Jesus' personality, several

ostensible, but easily overlooked,

sources of information were consult-

ed. The iDcrsonality of Jesus as pre-

sented by his enemies, his friends,

and his own attitude tOAvard others

--vas examined critically and AA'ith as

little personal bias as possible. One
of the most outstanding' points made
was that Jesus was never angry with

people but Avith things.

It cannot be too strongly emphasiz-

ed that all Avho attended this preach-

ing mission and heard Mr. Jones'

forceful message, Avere profoundly af-

fected by it; that some neAV spark

Avas kindled in their spiritual lives;

that all carried away a renewed faith

in the loA^e of God.

*****
Spoon's Chapel Cornerstone Laid

The unveilins' of the cornerstone of

the ncAv and modern church and

church school building at Spoon's

Chapel Congregational Christian

Church near Asheboro, North Caro-

lina on April 22, 1956, marked a

climax in the 63 year history of this

rural church.

Dr. W. T. Scott, superintendent of

the Southern Convention of Congre-

gational Christian Churches, deliver-

ed the address, emphasizing that the

church is a place of Avorship, a school

for Christian education, and a felloAv-

ship of all those Avho follow or Avho

have ever followed the Master.

In 1893 Spoon's Chapel became a

Christian Church. In 1932, when the

Christian Church merged Avith the

Congregational Church, its name Avas

altered to become Congregational

Christian.

Originally, the only shelter at

Spoon's Chapel was a brush-arbor,

that afforded temporary shelter from

the rain. Later a small, one-room

church Avas built. This building,

Avhicli stood just north of the present

structure, is described by residents

who remember it as having been
'

' planked up and doAvn.
'

'

In 1938 a larger church, measuring

30 by 40 feet, was built. This was
also a one-room building. This build-

ing served the small congregation

Avell, doubling as a sanctuary and as

a church school. Curtains separated

the four Sunday school classes meet-

ing in tlie corners of the room. An-
other class met in the center.

Around this one-room structure

the present building has been erect-

ed. The sanctuary has been enlarged

and six clas.sroonis and a utility room
have been added. The addition has

been made of brick and cement block

construction. The former building

has been brick veneered on the out-

side and completely remodeled on the

inside.

Several years ago the people of

Spoon's Chapel saw the need foi'

classrooms and they began a build-

ing fund. C. F. Saunders, Jr., sup-

erintendent of the Sunday school,

Ava^ elected treasurer of this fund, a

post which he still holds. The fund
grcAv, but sloAvly without the incen-

tive of detinite plans. One year ago

the fund contained approximately

$3,000.

At this time, the i)eople decided to

build, realizing the need if the church
Avei'C to serve the community ade-

quately. A building committee Avas

apointed, and Gillis Luck Avas el^^cted

chairman. The church set and met a

goal of $5,000 for the first of Septem-

ber. J. C. Newell, of Ramseiir, drcAv

plans, Avhich Avere approved by the

church. A loan of $7,000 Avas ob-

tained from the Congregational Cliris-

tian Building Society. Construction

began, Avith NcAvell as supervisor, in

OctoI)er of last year. Since that time

the 50 members of Spoon's Chapel

and friends of the church have con-

ti ibuted an additional .$4,000 to the

building fxmd.

The building for which the corner-

stone Avas unveiled today stands as a

fitting tribute to the dedication and
liard work of these people. The
cornerstone reads "Spoon's Chapel
Congregational Christia.n Church

—

1893-1956—Christian Worship and
Education;" and as the pastor, Rev.

]\Iax Vestal, stated in the unveiling

service, "contains the prayers and
hard work of the people of Spoon's

Chapel and of her many friends."

In addition to Dr. Scott and the

pastor, participating in the service

Avpre Rev. Ij. M. Presncll, of Liberty,

president of the Western North Caro-

lina Conference of Congregational

Christian Churches; R<?v. S. E. Mar-
ren, of Albemarle, conference vice-

president ; Dr. F. C. Lester, pastor

of the Asheboro Congregational
Christian ('hurch; and Rev. Mack
Welch, of Bennett, conference pa.stor-

at-large.
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Sunday School Lesson
By Rev. H. S. Hardcastle, D. D.

"Preaching to the Gentiles"

Lehson VJI^May 13, 1956.

Memory Selection : I preceivc that

God is no respector of persons: hut

in every nation, he that feareth

hi))i, and ivorkrth righteousness, is

aerrplahle to hini. Acts 10:34-35.

Ba( K(;koi'nd Scriptures Acts 9:32,

11:18.

Devotional Keadincs Acts 10 :3J:-43.

A Crack in the Walls.

At the beginniiiu-, the Chvistian

mission was to the Jews. The first

preaching: was to the Jews, and for the

JcAvs. The Christians, like the Jews,

had built a wall around themselves,

shutting themselves in, and shutting

others out, in a sense. And this in

spite of the fact that Jesus had made
it plain, or at least tried to make it

plain, that his gospel was for the

Avhole world, and that although his

followers were to begin at Jerusalem,

they were not to stay there : they were

to go to Judea and Samaria and to

the uttermost parts of the earth. At
the beginning, however, the disciples

Avere content to preach only to the

Jews. The wall liad not been breach-

ed.

But cracks Avere beginning t(j ap-

pear in it. The first crack appeared

when Philip Avent doAvn to Samaria

and preached to the Samarians, and

Avhen other disciples, scattered by tlic

persecution, began to fan out and to

|)reach the Avord outside Jerusalem.

According to the record Philip Avas

the first to preach to the Samaritans

That Avas a big step forAvard, a big

crack in the Avail. It Avas the begin-

ning of the crumbling of the Avails,

the breaking of the barrier between

the Christians and the Gentile Avorld.

Our God was marching on.

A Big Crack in the Walls.

The walls shoAved further or ad-

ditional cracks Avhen Simon Peter,

the Big Fisherman began to get

around. He came doAvn to Lydda and
Joppa and did some preaching and
healing in those toAvns and the sur-

rounding area. He Avas getting very

close to Samaria hinLself—Joppa is

only a fcAv miles from the Samarian
line. And he did a rathi^r unusual

thing for a Jew: he Avent in to lodge

Avith another Simon, a tanner. That

>vas not exactl;y being a bad boy, but

it Avas not being a good boy. Tanners
Avere regarded as ceremonially un-

clean by the Jews, and Peter was
risking criticism by having anything
to do Avith one, especially in living

under the same roof with one. Per-

haps, indeed undoubtedly, Peter Avas

beginning to see that this thing called

ceremonial unclenness Avas not so im-

portant after all. He Avas beginning
to see that God eared for other men
too. At any rate another crack had
appeared in the Aval] that separated

JcAv from Gentile.

And then the big crack came, a

break through which you could drive

a horse and cart. The story of the

break is told in tAvo vivid and vital

chapters in Acts. It is the story, of

course, of the meeting of Peter and
Cornelius, the Roman centurion. It

is one of the turning points in Chris-

tion history. It is the event Avhere

the legitimacy of Gentile Christianity

is recognized and established. Here
,an apostle, under divine guidance
goes to preach to a Roman officer, a

Gentile, and here is related the story

in detail of hoAv this Gentile and fel-

loAV Gentile believers Avere formally

Avelcomed into the Christian Church.

Here in large measure the middle
Avail of partition Avas broken doA\'n,

and a symbol of the unity of believ-

ers in Christ Avas given. First only

Jews A\ere eA'angelized, then Samar-
ilans, but now a representative Gen-
tile and a large circle of his friends

are led to accept Christ, and are filled

Avith the Spirit, and are admitted and
Avelcomed into his Church. And here

the Church was being prepared for its

Avorld Avitness. It A\as almost an-

other Pentecost!

Breaking Down the Walls.

It did not come all at once. In-

deed it has not come in its fullness.

Vested interests are sIoav to give up
their privileges. Prejudice is hard to

root up. Customs cannot easily be

changed. There are still many peo-

ple, good people, Avho do not believe

that all men are equal before God,
Avho are not Avilliiii? to give to all men,
regardless of race or color, equal

rights, Avho do not believe that the

gospel is for all peoples. The folks

in Peter's day Avere like that. When
he came back and reported his ex-

periences, the JeAvish leaders, and
the JeAvish Christian leaders severely

criticised him. "Thou wentest in to

men uncircumcised, and didst eat

Avith them." That was a serious

charge. It Avas as if one of us should

eat, not only Avith a foreigner, but
Avith a Negro, or should have such

a one eat Avith us ! Things Avere get-

ting out of hand and something had
to be done about it. And these self-

appointed leaders Avere going to do
it. "Come uoav, Peter, Avhat do you
have to say by way of defense?"

Peter simply told his story. He
told of hoAv he had gone up on the

housetop to await dinner which was
not ready; of hoAV he had a vision of

a sheet full of all kinds of four-footed

beasts, and Avild beast, and creeping

things, and foAvls of the air, most or

all of which were unlawful for a Jew-

to eat, let doAvn from heaven, of how
a voice told him that he Avas not to

call unclean Avhat God had cleansed;

of how the very time that this was
happening, a group of men Avho had
been sent by Cornelius in obedience

to a heavenly vision, waited at the

door of his home ; of hoAV, putting

tAvo and tAvo together he kneAV tha,t

the thing Avas of God, and he had,

gone Avith the men to Cornelius' house

Avhere he found a group wainting;

of hoAv even as he preached the Word
to them, the Holy Spirit fell upon
them Avith fullness of poAver, and of

hoAv he had baptized them forthwith

and receiA^ed them into the Christian

felloAvship. It was a straightforward

story, simply and effectively told.

Then he asked "What Avas I, that I

could Avithstand God?" Well, what
could he do if he Avere not to be dis-

obedient to the heavenly vision? There

Avas nothing else to do and the critics

knew it. So "they kept their peace,

and glorified God saying. Then hath

God also granted to the Gentiles re-

pentance unto life."

As has been said above, this was
the big crack in the Avall. But it Avas

to take a long time to level the wall.

That process is still going on. But
gradually men are overcoming their

prejudices, civil rights are being re-

cognized more and more, progress is

being made in better relations be-

tween the races of men, nations are

seeking more and more the ways to

peace, denominations are becoming

more conscious of the sins of secta-

rianism, church union is making pro-

press, and men are coming to realize

that there is one Lord, one faith, one

baptism, one God and Father of all.

To the church of Jesus Christ the

challenge comes to make this dream

(Continued on page 13.)
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CHRISTIAN FAMILY LIFE

PROGRAM.

(Continued from page 9.")

Minister : Your home can be a center

of worship. In answer to the earn-

est, sincere questions of Christian

parents who ask me, '

' How can we
give our children more of those

thin{?s we cherish most in our own
lives?" I can, as your minister,

reply with only the simple request

that you have more of Christ to

share with them. Within the four

walls of our homes is where the

most sharing is done. We share

Christ more when we Avorship him

more. Many changes in living have

created new problems for families

today, but Christian Family Life

is still possible, and one of the most

important resources for achieving

it is the practice of home worship.

Voice :

'

' Our fathers worshipped on

this mountain ; and you say that in

Jerusalem is the place where men
ought to worship." Jesus said to

her, "Woman, believe me, the hour

is coming when neither on this

mountain nor in Jesusalem will

you worship the Father. You wor-

ship what you do not know; we
worship what we know, for salva-

tion is from the Jews. But the

hour is coming and now is, Avhen

the true worshippers will worship

the Father in spirit and truth, for

such the Father seeks to worship

him. God is Spirit, and those who
worship him must worship in spir-

it and truth.
'

' John 4 : 20-24.

Friendly Service Chairman: When
God is revered and worshipped in

all the homes of our land, there

will be peace in the world. If we
would rear our children so that

they might live peaceably with oth-

ers, we must practice democratic

ways in our homes. We miss many
opportunities for developing dem-

ocratic ways in our families when
we fail to recognize and appreciate

the efforts the members make in

thinking and acting for themselves.

If we strive to be Christian in our

home, then our children will grow
into Christian citizens wiio realize

the value of the church in its serv-

ice to others in the community and
throughout the world. A better

world will come into being when
our children have learned, "No
one can serve two masters; for ei-

ther he will hate the one and love

the other, or he will be devoted to

the one and despise the other."

People who are vitally Christian

will express their hate for the evil

in the community in many con-

crete and constructive ways.

Harry Munro, in speaking to

church school workers, told of a

group of college students making

a trip to the slums of a large city

under the direction of a guide.

There in the slums, they came up-

on a small child sitting with her

feet in the gutter, her hair matted

with filth, no shoes, dress l)adly

torn, and looking as though she

never had had a bath. A young lady

asked the guide, "Why doesn't

that girl's mother clean her up."

The guide thought a moment and

then replied, "Madam, that girl's

mother probably loves her, but she

doesn't hate dirt; but you don't

love her enough to go down there

and clean her up." Then he said,

"Until hate for dirt and love for

that child are in the same person,

that little girl will likely remain as

"Leave but the Sixth Part of Thee"

Number Eleven of a Series

By Dr Luther A. Weigle.

A correspondent inquires why "I
will leave but a sixth part of thee

'

' is

omitted from Ezekiel 39:2 by both

the American Standard Version and

the Revised Standard Version. It is

because this is an erroneous transla-

tion of a Hebrew verb, shasha. This

verb occurs only in this passage, and

so cannot be studied in varying con-

texts. Because the first two con-

sonants of this verb, "shsh," are the

consonants of the word "shesh,"

which means "six," the King Jajues

translation thought that it meant "I

will sixth you."

If they had given adequate con-

sideration to the ancient versions,

such as the Greek Septuagint or the

Latin Vulgate, they would have real-

ized that the verb means "lead on"
or "drive forward," as it is trans-

lated in the American Standard Ver-

sion or the Revised Standard Ver-

sion. There is general agreement

among Hebrew scholars on this point.

The translation of the Jewish Publi-

cation Society in America, for ex-

ample, and the recently published

Soneino edition of the book of Ezekiel

in Great Britain, have "I will turn

thee about and lead thee on."

The inquiry aroused my curiosity

as to who first made the error which

appears in the King James Version.

she is." We must teach our youth

that this is the task of the churcli^—
to hate the evil that people engage

in and to love the people enough

that the church will make a differ-

ence in their lives. James, in his

Epistle, says

:

Voice: The church's ministry begins

with the child the day he is born,

and it is not finished until the end

of his life. Since this is true, it is

important that the church have as

a part of its program the enrich-

ment of tlie total life of its mem-
bers. As membere of our church,

let us put forth special effort to

meet, as best we can, all the needs

of our children, young people, and

the whole family. This is the task

of our chureli.

Hymn — "0 Lord of Heaven and

Earth and Sea," or "For the Beau-

ty of the Earth."

Benediction.

Looking into the sixteenth-century

English translations, I find that

Coverdale, Matthew, and Taverner
had "I will . . . carry thee forth."

The Great Bible changed this to "I
will . . . punish thee with six

plagues"; the Geneva Bible made
another conjecture and had "I will

. . . leave but the sixth part of tlu'c"

The Bishops' Bible got back on flu-

track with "I will provoke thee for-

Avard"; and the Douay Bible of the

Roman Catholics also had a coi'rect

ti-anslation, "I will lead thee out."

The king James translators had

sound translations of this verb be-

fore them in Coverdale, Matthew,

Taverner, the Bishops' Bible, and the

Douay Bible, but they followed tlie

error of the Geneva Bible.

SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON.
(Continued from page 12.)

come true. She has come to the King-

dom for such, a time as this. Let us

iiave done with lesser things and let

us give heart and mind and strength

to serve the King of kings.

Based on "International Sunday School

Lessons;" Copyrighted 1954 by Division of

Christian Education, National Council of the

Churches in the TJ. S. A.

He to whom worshipping is a win-

dow, to open but also to shut, has

not yet visited the house of his soul

whose windoAvs are from dawn to

daAvn.

—

Kahlil Qihran.

**THE LIVING WORD'
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The Christian Orphanage
John 6. Truitt, Superintendent

Dear Friends

:

Our children at the Orphanage are

beginning to look forward to the end

of school. They are busy getting

ready now for May Day when there

will be gala time had by all as they

parade and march and sing with the

nearly nine hundred other pupils in

their school. One will not be able to

pick them out from the others as they

wear the same sort of costumes and

join in with light hearts. Our sew-

ing matron and her helpers are see-

ing to it that not one goes lacking.

To be sure it would be better if the

had their own parents and their own

home, but since they are not only de-

prived of that blessing and of an}'

other substitute, it is great for them

to have a real chance in a home furn-

ished them by the church. Some of

them will not be here for more than

a year, others for a few years, and

some will remain until they are grad-

uated at high school and are given a

job or further training.

Now take R.— for instance, she lias

had it plenty tough. In and out of

this terrible plight, and finally land-

ing up on the county welfare by or-

der of the court. This week she unit-

ed with the church and was baptized.

Now her heart is happy; her mind

is set on being somebody. She is lov-

ed by all around her and is a real

pretty, mannerly girl. She knows

she has true friends. And she knows

where she will sleep at night, aiul

what good breakfast she will have

next morning. She will not be driv-

en, broken-hearted nor abused. Ev-

erything will be just the opposite

from that. She is happy and all be-

cause the church has come to her

help and rescue.

Everyone here is following the path

of kindness and trust. From the

time the first morning prayers of

praise are said and sinig till the last

child is tucked safely in at bedtime

there is the time to help one another

and to enjoy life and its rich oppor-

tunities. It does not take long for

a little abused ajid battered and home-

less child to catch on. The progress

is forward, all in one direction. True

there are moments when a friend is

needed, when someone who has had
training and experience and who has

an understanding heart and mind is

ready to be a blessing.

It is my joy and pleasure to be able

to see on the one hand the homeless

child and on the other the church.

1 like being here to put the two to-

gether. I love the church. I love

the child. Both may be and will be

blessed. Since coming to the orphan-

age I have leariTcd much about what

the Lord meant when he said "Inas-

much as ye have done it unto one of

the least of these, ye have done it un-

to me."

When the orphanage is needed, it

is badly needed.

John G. Truitt,

Superintendent.

REPORT FOR APRIL 18, 1956.

Sunday School Monthly Offerings.

Amount brought forward $ 6,071.43

Eastern N. C. Conference:

Hope Mills $ 3.00

Liberty (Vance) 55.00

Morrisville 7.08

New Hope 16.00

Piney Plain 49.00

Southern Pines 100.00

230.08

Eastern Va. Conference:

Burton's Grove $ 4.00

Franklin 31.00

Oak Grove 6.00

Portsmouth, Shelton Me-
morial 6.00

47.00

N. O. and Va. Conference:

Burlington, Lakeview—
Special $10.00

Concord 20.00

Durham S. S 27.01

Greensboro, First 62.94

Mt. Zion S. S 13.77

Union (Va.) S. S 5.00

Lynchburg 6.00

144.72

May 3, 1956

Western N. C. Conference:

Antioch (0) S. S $21.32

Pleasant Grove 20.00

Pleasant Eidge 105.00

Seagrove 5.00

Shady Grove 25.00

Zion 30.00

206.32

Total $ 628.12

Grand total $ 6,699.55

Special Offerings.

Amount brought forward $12,767.42

A. Glenn Holt, Jr., Bur-

lington, N. C $ 2.50

Ladies' Bible Class, Cong.

Christian Church, Hen-
derson, N. C 25.00

Mrs. Carre Jones, New
Hill, N. C 5.00

Miss Wilma Goodwin,

Burlington, N. C 25.00

A Friend 10.00

First Cong. Church of

Ludlow Center, Mass. . 25.00

Miss L. Kennedy, Worth-
ville, N. C 30.00

In Memory of Mrs. Grace
Holt 10.00

In Memory of J. B.

Rhodes 5.00

Tu Memory of Fowell

Mendenhall 10.00

In Memory of Paul Walk-
er 5.00

In Memory of Mrs. N.
Simpson 5.00

Special Gifts 143.00

305.50

Grand total $1.3,072.92

Total for the week $ 933.62

Total for the year $19,772.47

The essence of goodness is not con-

formity to a pattern but a disposition

and dedication to meet every new sit-

uation in the finest spirit and the

best way we know.

—

B. W. Sockman.

MEMORIAL GIFTS
"Instead of Flowers"

Dr. John G. Truitt

Christian Orphanage

Elon College, N. C.

Dear Dr. Truitt:

Please acknowledge the enclosed $ as a memorial gift

sent to the Christian Orphanage in lieu of Howcrs in memory of:

(Name of Deceaied ) ( City

)

(Dat« of Death)

( Survivor to be Written ) ( Addreu)

Name
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In Memoriam

FLOYD.

Whereas God in his infinite love has seen

fit to call to her reward our friend and

member, Mrs. Lola Floyd, on Sunday, April

8, 1956, we as a Womans Missionary So-

ciety and church, wish to record our ap-

preciation of her devoted Christian life to

her Society and Church, and sorrow in our

loss. Our loss is Heaven's gain.

Therefore, be it resolved that New Hope

Congregational Christian Church of Ala-

bama has lost one for whom it mourns.

That we commend to the love and care of

God, her husband and children, praying

that in their sorrow they may find peace

and comfort in God's love. We desire that

a copy of this token of our love and ap-

preciation be sent to her family, a copy

placed on the missionary records and church

records, and a copy be sent to The Chris-

tian Sun for publication.

Mrs. L. H. LILES,
Mrs. E. C. STEVENS.

BRADSHAW.
Since, God in his infinite wisdom and

tender mercy saw fit to take the gentle

spirit of John Bradshaw home to live with

him, March 19, 1956, me, the members of

his beloved church. Liberty Spring, desire

to pay our tribute to his memory.
Mr. Bradshaw was gentle in spirit,

modest, sincere and his character a fair

blooming flower in his home and community.

Therefore, be it resolved:

First: That we recognize our loss as

Heaven's gain and bow in humble submis-

sion to the will of him who doeth all things

well.

Second: That we express our sincere

sympathy to his beloved family circle and
pray God's richest blessing upon them.

Third : That a copy of these resolutions

be sent to the family, a copy to The Chris-

tian Sun for publication, and a copy be
entered upon the records of this church.

KespectfuUy submitted,

Mrs. E. WESLEY HARRELL,
Mrs. CHARLIE E. NICHOLS,
Mrs. WILLIAM T. HARRELL,

Committee.

DUKE.
"Sunset and evening star

And one clear call for me
And may there be no moaning at the bar

When I put out to sea."

We, the members of the Liberty Spring

Christian Church wish to pay tribute to the

memory of a beloved member, William

Elisha Duke, who slipped from this life to a

greater life after a brief illness on Feb-
ruary 4, 1956.

We are grateful to God for what his life

has meant to his family, church and com-
munity, therefore be it resolved:

First : That we bow in humble submission

to the will of our loving Heavenly Father,

who doeth all things well.

Second: That we extend to his loved ones

our heartfelt sympathy and pray that God's
richest blessings may ever attend them
along life's journey.

,

Third: That a copy of this tribute be
sent to the family, a copy to The Christian

Sun for publication, and a copy be entered

upon tlie recorls of the church.

Respectfully submitted,

Mrs. R. WESLEY HARRELL,
Mrs. WILLIAM T. HARRELL,

Committee.

TUCK.
Emmett Apple Tuck, 59, one of Virgi-

lina's most prominent citizens and business-

men died at 10 a. m., Sunday, March 11, in

Halifax Community Hospital.

Mr. Tuck was a member of tlie Virgilina

Town Council, the board of directors of the

Virginia Road Builders Association, Rich-

mond, Va., the board of directors of the

Citizens Bank of South Boston, and Virgi-

lina Lodge 248, A. F. & A. M.
He was born June 7, 1896, in Halifax

County, Va. the son of Walter Wood Tuck
and Ella Overby Tuck. He was educated at

Elou College, N. C. Since August, 1921, Mr.

Tuck had been connected with W. W. Tuck
and Sons, road contractors.

Funeral services were held at 2 p. m.,

Tuesday at Union Congregational Christian

Church of Virgilina, of which he was a
member. Dr. David W. Shepherd, pastor,

officiated, assisted by Rev. Mark Andes of

South Boston. Burial was in Virgilina

Cemetery.

In the passing of Mr. Tuck, the church

has lost a loyal member, the town and com-

munity a useful citizen, and his family a

devoted husband and father.

Mrs. W. S. DANIEL.

WAKE CHAPEL CELEBRATES
CENTURY OF SERVICE
(Continued from page 5.)

laymen and laywomen and in the

membership. At the present time,

there are 356 members.

Realizing- that the futiire of the

church depends upon the young peo-

ple, and that they are often admitted

to membership in the church with-

out adequate instruction, Wake Chap-

el, therefore, held its first pastor's

class just prior to the celebration of

its 100th birthday.

The church believes that evano'e-

lism should be a daily eifort on the

part of its members rather than an

annual event, and it is toward this

end that all its activities are directed.

During the past ten years, the

Christian Education program has

been enlarged to include Vacation

Bible School, separate assembly for

children, organization of additional

classes, the use of visual aids, the

establishment of a Nominating Com-
mittee and a Board of Christian Ed-

ucation, and teacher-training pro-

grams. In 1950, a Christian Educa-

tion Building was completed. At the

present time, there is a great need for

departmentalizing the Sunday school

so that persons may be guided at each

level with an additional Christian

Ediicational Building.

The church has an active Choir,

Junior Choir, Youth Fellowship, and

Laymen's Fellowship.

In 1953, Wake Chapel had its first

year of full-time ministry and realiz-

ed a dream of many years in the com-

pletion of its parsonage.

I'rom a financial standpoint, the

church has always been handicapped.

In 1897, with 202 members the total

raised is listed as $191.75. In 1917,

with 157 members the total raised is

listed as |434. In 1949, the total

raised was $4,632.

Remembering that Jesus spoke

more often about stewardship than

about prayer or any other spiritual

duty, Wake Chapel began emphasiz-

ing Christian stewardship in 1950,

and the total raised was $10,465. In

1952, Dr. Jesse Dollar held a stew-

ardship course of study, and the total

for the year was $22^532. In 1953,

Dr. Warren H. Dennison, one of our

denomination 's foremost authorities

on Christian stewardship, held a week
of special study to help the church

"put God at the center of our lives

and things on the fringe," and the

total raised was $26,834.

In 1954, remembering that Jesus

taught that Christians should love

Cod first and then our neighbors as

ourselves, the church adopted the

sloy*an "as much for others as our-

selves," and in 1955, the members of

the church contributed $9,305.21 for

operating expenses and $10,707.79 for

missions and benevolences.

Speakers for the Centennial Cele-

bration held on April 15, 1956, were

Dr. W. T. Scott, discussing highlights

in the history of the church; Rev.

Fred P. RiCgister, disicussing out-

standing accomplislunents of the

church; Rev. Earl T. Farrell, the

ju'esent pastor, talking about dreams

for the future; Rev. Joseph E. Mc-
Cauley, of Waverley, Virginia, a

great, great grandson of Rev. Little-

john Utley, one of the founders of

Wake Chapel, delivering the sermon

;

and Rev. J. Lee Johnson condiicting

the communion service.

In preparation for the Centennial,

the sanctuary was completely re-

decorated.

The membership of the church is

made up of people who are both con-

servative and liberal, and there have

been many conflicts of opinion. How-
ever, it is the desire of all the mem-
bers to work together toward a Christ-

centered church, and it is with this

goal in mind that Wake Chapel is

beginning its second century of ser-

vice.
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THE MORAL LAW
More and more widely, the idea is being accepted that whatever

is standard practice is right—that there is no immutable moral law of

God, but only the custom and usage of the times.

Truth is said to be determined by the consensus of opinion, i.e.,

by whatever most of the people are saying and doing.

Polls and samplings are accepted as guides to truth and morals.

Today we hear more about trends and tendencies than about principles.

The majority determines as between right and wrong.

Polls may determine what is being thought and done but that has

no bearing on the wisdom of the action.

Kinsey proved that a lot of people are committing adultery, but

that does not repeal the Seventh Commandment nor save those who
violate it from suffering the penalty.

Public opinion approves of drinking but nevertheless, "Wine is a

mocker, strong drink is raging, and whosoever is deceived thereby is not

wise." (Prov. 20:1).

Polls only prove that many are "not wise."

Truth has flamed with many a martyr at the stake while the crowd
—the majority—jeered. Within the moral realm polls and majorities do
not determine truth. That lies in the province of God. Though all the

people say otherwise, God's law cannot be amended or repealed. It may
be ignored but not with impunity.

The consensus of opinion sanctioned the revelers ciancing about

the golden calf, but the moral law of God carried down from Mt. Sinai

by Moses declared otherwise, and God's law was right. Had that mat-

ter been determined by the consensus of opinion, as expressed by sam-

pling or poll, the Ten Commandments would not have been accepted.

The consensus was against Daniel, the three Hebrew children and

the prophets, but they were right.

A sampling of public opinion condemned Jesus to crucifixion, but

truth, nevertheless, hung with him on the cross.

The moral law ordained by God cannot be changed by mortal

man.

"For verily I say unto you. Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or

one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled" (Matt.

5:18).

—Christian Economics.
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Convention Pilgrim Fellowshippers Meet in Suffolk

Banquet Meeting of the Biennial Session of The Southern Convention Pilgrim Fellowship, held in

Suffolk Christian Church, Suffolk, Va., April 7-8

Toastmistress for the occasion was Miss Meryle Mauldin; the Speaker was Mr. James Schmidt, the

President of the Ohio Pilgrim Fellowship
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N'E-W'S B'R-I-E'F-S

Are you going to the General Coun-

cil meeting? If so, the information

given in this issue will be worth while.

Those attending the Eastern Vir-

ginia Laymen's meeting in Suffolk

last Sunday report a good meeting'.

We hope for a full report for our

readers.

We commend to our readers the

article starting on page 8 of this is-

sue entitled "Make a Will." Even

small amounts left to the church or

its agencies can be Avell worth while

to the giver as well as to the church

or agency to which it is left.

Information for Delegates Planning

to Attend the General Council

Meeting in Omaha, Neb.

Registration.—If you have not re-

ceived a registration card, write for

one immediately to Mrs. Charlotte H.

Spoor, Registrar, General Council,

27 Fourth Avenue, New York 10, N.

Y. If you have received one, send it

in at your earliest convenience. It

is important that separate applica-

tions be filed for each individual at-

tending the meetings. There is a

uniform registration fee of 15.00 for

all persons attending the Council ses-

sions, whether as voting or as associ-

ate members. Checks must accompa-

ny registration cards.

Upon arrival in Omaha, report to

the Registration Desk in the entrance

to the Civic Auditorium. There you

will receive your badge, which will

admit you to all sessions. Voting

members will also receive their cre-

dential certificates which will serve

as identification for voting.

Housing and Meals. — Lodging in

hotels and motels. Each delegate or

visitor must make his own reserva-

tions directly with the hotel he may
choose. A list is given below. Be

sure to request a confirmation of

your reservation.

The cost of lodging in homes is

$24.50 for an individual or $42 for

a married couple. Accommodations

are for the entire week of the Coun-

cil meetings. No lodging in homes is

available for a shorter period. Child-

ren cannot be accomodated in homes.

For reservations, write to Mrs. L. H.

Freese, Chairman of the Housing

CHRISTIAN SUN

Committee, 9313 Davenport St., Oma-
ha 5, Neb. (Phone REgent 2626).

Inclose check with application. AH
applications for lodging in homes

must reach the Committee by June 1.

No reservations can be accepted after

that date.

Meals. Everyone will get his own
meals as he wishes at the numerous
hotels, restaurants, cafeterias and
lunch rooms nearby. The accommo-

dations are ample, and each person

can eat as he chooses.

Mailing Address.—Have all mail

sent to you at your hotel. If you
secure lodging in private homes, have

mail sent to you c/o General Council

of Congregational Christian Church-

es, Omaha Civic Auditorium, Omaha,

Nebraska.

Mileage.—All delegates from Con-

ferences participating in the Travel

Fund are entitled to receive mileage

in the proportion that their Confer-

ence fellowship dues for 1954 and

1955 have been paid to the General

Council office by May 15, 1956, up to

a maximum of 2 cents per mile, round

trip, via shortest route. Notice will

be posted at Council headquarters

where and when your mileage check

may be called for.

Transportation.—If you are a cler-

gyman, secure your clergy certificates

weU before starting date. Applica-

tion blanks for clergy certificates

may be secured from the various

clergy bureaus, or from the Rev.

James E. Waery, 19 South LaSalle

St., Chicago 3, lU.

Clergymen holding Eastern, New
England or Southern Clergy Certi-

ficates may purchase a round trip

(Continued on page 10.)
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?\lews from the Churches . . .

Memorial Gifts to Center Church

To Center Congregational Chris-

tian Church, South Boston, Virginia,

the Irvine Anderson family (mem-
bers of Center Church) made two

presentations. One was a silver bap-

tismal bowl, given in memory of Mr.

Anderson's brother, Barle Anderson,

Jr., who was killed in service during

the last world war. The bowl has a

glass lining to prevent any injury

to the silver by the water.

The other presentation consisted of

an altar cover, a pulpit scarf, a lec-

tern scarf, and a Bible marker. These

were given in honor of two charter

members of Center whose consecra-

tion and loyalty to the Church are

exemplary. The presentation came
as a complete surprise to the honorees,

Mr. and Mrs. Herbert C. Laudrum,
the parents of Mrs. Anderson.

The church deeply appreeites these

useful and beautiful gifts.

*****
Rev. B. A. Leebrick Leads Sunrise

Service at Apple's Chapel

Under the leadership of our pastor,

Rev. B. A. Leebrick, a pageant of the

last days of Christ on earth was given

at Apple's Chapel, Easter Sunday
morning. The program began at 5 :30

A. M. and was attended by a large

group. The pageant was sponsored

by the Men's Jr. Adult and the Help-

ing Hands Classes.

The pageant opened with a wel-

come and prayer by Robert O. Prit-

ehett, who was the director.

The first scene was of the Last Sup-
per. Jesus, after giving thanks,

broke bread and gave to the disciples

and likewise the cup.

Then Jesus and the disciples went
into a garden where Jesus prayed to

the Father, '

' Abba, Father, all things

are possible unto thee; remove this

cup from me : howbeit not what I

will, but what thou wilt." The dis-

ciples fell asleep.

After this came the betrayal of

Judas with a kiss, Jesus being seized

by officers and taken into court be-

fore the High Priests and Pilate.

During this scene Peter denied Christ

and one of the cast represented a
cock crowing from the attic window
of the educational building. Then was
Jesus mocked, spat upon, and very
rudely handled with a crown of

thorns being placed upon his head.

After the release of Barabbas, Jesus

was turned over to the Jews, Pilot

washing his hands.

Jesus was forced to carry a large

cross a ways, and Simon of Cyrene

was made to carry it the remaining

way. At the place of Crucifixion

three rudely constructed crosses were

standing. The one in the middle was
of real dogwood, which had grown
in such a Avay that a place to support

a body was easily fixed. Upon this

the character Jesus was placed by

several officers and people of the

multitude. Nails were driven at the

SCENE FROM EASTER PAGEANT

hands and Jesus said, "Father, for-

give them; for they know not what
they do." Jesus was rebuked and
railed upon. The scene showing Jesus

and the two malefactors on the cross-

es was touching and very realistic.

When Jesus thirsted, vinegar Avas

offered, and he gave up the ghost.

Then his side, where a balloon of red

coloring had been concealed, was

pierced, showing the blood scene.

The body was taken from the cross

in a real like manner and placed up-

on a mdely constructed stretcher.

The the body was carried to and
placed in a tomb. A huge stone,

made of cardboard, was placed in

front of the tomb. Two guards were
sent to guard the tomb, and upon the

commotion of an earthquake, they

fell as dead. An angle appeared and
opened the tomb to show that Jesus

had risen.

The two women, visiting the tomb,

were astonished to find it empty and
ran to tell the disciples, meeting Jesus

on the way.

The pageant closed with the church

coir sing'ing "Christ Arose" and a

praj^er of benediction by Rev. B. A.

Leebrick.

The costuming of the pageant add-

ed much to its beauty and effective-

ness. All members of the cast were
dressed to resemble the Bible char-

acters.

Following- the pageant everyone

was invited to breakfast as guest of

the women of the church in the din-

ing room of the educational build-

ing.

ROBE}RT 0. PrICHETT.

Thomas Fred Wright III Drowns

at Lake Smith

Thomas Fred Wright III, aged 15,

was drowned in Lake Smith, Princess

Arme County, Virginia, Saturday
afternoon, April 21, 1956. Thomas
is the son of Thomas Fred Wright,
Jr., and a grandson of the Rev. T.

Fred Wright and Mrs. Wright of

Norlina, N. C.

Thomas was trying to recover his

boat which was drifting away from
shore when the accident happened.
His brothers, Donald 11, and Jerald

7, had been out fishing in the boat
and had not tied it up when they

came in. The wind was blowing the

boat out from shore and Thomas
swam after it. He got into deep water
and was unable to swim back. The
father heard the cries for help, and
dived in the water to rescue his sou

but could not reach him.

Princess Anne County Police and
neighboring volunteer fire depart-

ments were called, but no other boat

was available when the rescurers ar-

rived. Tlie body was quickly recov-

ered when necessary equipment was
brought, but artificial respiration

failed to restore breathing. Thomas
was a freshman at Princess Anne
High School.

Funeral services were conducted
Tuesday morning, April 24, and bur-
ial was in the Forest Lawn Cemetery
in Norfolk.

The Wright family has the sympa-
thy and prayers of the host of friends

in the Southern Convention. Rev.

T. Fred Wrig'ht has held successful

pastorates in several Convention
churches, and is now pastor of An-
tioch, Bethlehem and Mt. Auburn
churches in the Eastern North Caro-
lina Conference.
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Editorial . . .

The Centennial Session of the Convention
The Centennial Session of the Southern Con-

vention was a notable event. No one was in a

position to say it was the greatest session in the

Convention's history. But those who were present,

and the attendance was excellent, enjoyed a high

privilege. Attending the Convention is the only

way to learn just what the Congregational Chris-

tian churches are doing in our area.

Union Congregational Christian Church, Ala-

mance County, North Carolina, entertained superb-

ly. It was an inspiration to see the beautiful church

plant. The new vhurch building is one of which

any congregation might well be proud. Every de-

tail of the entertaining was carefully planned, car-

ried out with smoothness and dispatch, and done

so graciously it was a joy to be a guest of the church.

The Convention was honored to have as guest

speakers. Dr. James E. Wagner, Philadelphia, Pa.,

president of the Evangelical and Reformed Church;

Dr. Albert Buckner Coe, Boston, Mass., moderator

of the General Council of Congregational Christian

Churches, and Dr. H. A. Fesperman, president of

the North Carolina Synod of the Evangelical and

Reformed Church. Their messages were prophetic

of the spirit of the United Church of Christ when

the merger of Congregational Christian Churches

and the Evangelical and Reformed Church is con-

summated.

Reports of Convention officials and of the in-

stitutions and boards are always a very interesting

feature of the program. They reveal the results of

the tremendous amount of work which is being

done on the Convention level.

One fact stood out in vivid clarity. The se-

curing of a Secretary of Stewardship and Evangel-

ism is making a real contribution to all phases of

the Convention program. Supt. W. T. Scott, the

Rev. Fred P. Register, and the Rev. John S. Graves

are rendering remarkably efficient service. Every

church in the Convention can be strengthened by

their advice and counsel.

Mr. Martin T. Garren of the First Congrega-

tional Christian Church, Greensboro, N. C, was
elected president for the next biennium. Mr. Gar-

ren is the second layman to serve as president of

the Convention in its entire history. Dr. E. F.

Watson, an Alamance County physician, was elect-

ed president in 1858. We bespeak great things for

the Southern Convention under the presidency of

Mr. Garren.

Merger~Past--and in Prospect
The proposed merger of the Congregational

Christian Churches and the Evangelical and Re-

formed Church has been the subject of thought and

discussion in the two denominations for a decade.

There have been times when discussion has been

more in evidence than constructive thought. This

is not going to be a review of the arguments for or

against the proposed merger. It is a suggestion that

we consider how the merger between the Congre-

gational Churches and the Christian Church has

worked and is working.

In the recent session of the Southern Conven-
tion the history of the past hundred years was pre-

sented. Not much was said about the fact that for

the past twenty-five years the Convention has been
working as a part of a very interesting venture in

denominational union. It is impossible to tell what
would have happened if something else had not
occurred. It is our conviction that working within
the larger fellowship, we have accomplished that

which would not have been possible otherwise.

Affiliation with the Congregationalists has
deepened and developed interest and activity in

missions in the Southern Convention in a truly re-

markable way. Only a dead church could refuse

to respond to the inspiration and challenge of the
work of the American Board. We of the Southern
Convention have had the advantage of association

with the leaders in missionary activity. Missiona-

ries with many years of experience in other lands

have spoken at our conferences and brought us first

hand witness of what is being accomplished.

Congregationalists organized and built churches

from Maine to California as the country was being

settled. Since the merger was effected, the increase

in population and the growth of towns and cities

in Virginia and Nordi Carolina have created an

urgent need for new churches. The Home Boards

have made their experience in organizing churches

and the funds of the Church Building Society avail-

able for the expansion program of the Southern

Convention.

Uniting with the Congregational Churches has

brought the Southern Convention into close contact

with some of the most outstanding church leaders

in American Protestantism. Dynamic persons who
radiate the Spirit of Christ are the most potent

force in spiritual growth. The Light of the World
is reflected in Christian personality. That is true

witnessing for Christ.

This is not an attempt to appraise the value of

Christian unity. It is only suggesting a line of

thought. When denominations consider uniting,

they are encouraged by their agreements and ap-

palled by their differences. It may well be they

will profit most at the points in which they differ.
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"B^sponsibility of the Church for

"The Child in Our Midst"
By REV. ROY C. HELFENSTEIN

First Church, Richmond, Virginia

For many years the churches have

set aside one clay in the year known

as Children 's Day. The day not only

benefits the children by the recogni-

tion which they receive on this day,

but it also benefits the adults, creat-

ine: fi greater interest in and appre-

ciation of childhood. It was Jesus

Avho said, "Who so shall offend one

of these little ones which believe in

me, it Avere better for him that a

millstone Avere hanged about his neck

and that he were drowned in the

depths of the sea."

From the earliest Bible times, chil-

dren have been looked upon as being

a special blessing. In Bible days,

the father of a large family of sons

and daughters was considered to be

rich "beyond the measure of riches

in gold and land and cattle."

History has taught and present-

day life confirms the fact that the

larger the place given God in the

home, the larger will be the place the

Avorld will make for the sons and

daughters that go out from that home.

Statistics gained from a careful sur-

vey disclose the significant fact that

90 per cent of the men and women

of the day who have gained distinc-

tion as ministers, scientists, authors,

merchants, and teachers, come from.

Christian homes, and had the benfit

of Christian training. No matter

how wayward some of the children

from Christian homes may be for a

time, they never can get clear away

from the influence of their early

(Christian training and environment.

Parents build for the future in

the lives of their children. The anx-

iety of parents about a child that is

physically handicapped or ill is o]ie

of the greatest strains on life, but

the anxietj^ of parents concerning

children who evidence moral indif-

ference and moral weakness in char-

acter is far greater if the parents an'

Avhat they ought to be. There is a

great need for parental authority in

these days. One boy did not want

to go to church. His father said to

him, "As long as my boy sits at my
table, he must sit in my pew." That

father is now in his grave; his boy

is still going to church and is aij out'

standinsr lay leader in his denomina-

tion.

Children are not able to make their

own selection of influences, or of op-

portunities. Many children would
not choose to go through the public

schools if they were free to make
their oAvn choice in the matter. It

is the parent's responsibility to di-

rect the child on its quest for truth

and understanding. Some people say

that they had too much church when
ilipy Avere little, and give that as an

excuse for not attendins- church.

What a poor excuse ! One of the most

serious offen.ees airainst child life is

that of parents neglecting to exer-

cise proper parental authority over

their children. It is not necessary

to rule Avith a tyrant's austerity, but
even in this modern day it is neces-

sary for parents to guide Avith a firm

hand. Children Avho have no respect

for their parents' authority Avill later

haA-e no respect for the authority of

society or of God. Ideals of parents

are likeh' to become the ideals of the

children.

The most precious thing of all life

in ihe eyes of God is a little child,

so pure and innocent that the Master

declared, "Of such is the Kingdom
of Heaven". America offers to every

child: "LiA'e right, prepare yourself,

pi-OA'e yourself Avorthy and I Avill let

ycu climb ?is high as your powers Avill

take you." A foreigner came to De-

troit some fifty years ago. Today he

has one son Avho is a prominent at-

toriipy in Detroit, one

By the kindness of Bro. A. A.

Lynch, of Mebane, N. C, there has

come into my hands a translation of

the NcAv Testament by John Wors-
ley, of Hertford, printed in 1770 and
which belonged to liev. James O'Kel-

ly.

On the flyleaf of this book, in the

handAvriting of James 0 'Kelly, are

the following words: "James 0 'Kel-

ly's book, price—6/ unbound and 5/

for binding 11/ price. In the year
1790."

contractor, one son is a prominent
surgeon in Los Angles, and a daugh-
ter is a fine musician, having gradu-

ated Avith highest honors from one of

the largest conservatories of music
in the East. No other country in all

the ATorld ofit'ers such opportunity to

its childhood and youth as does Am-
erica.

The child in the midst of our mod-
ern civilization is the greatest re-

sponsibility and the greatest oppor-

tunity the church has. Every man
and Avoman, whether parents them-
selves or not, has a definite respon-

sibility to the present generation of

girls and boys. What a beautiful

thing it is for childless homes to make
a home for a homeless child! The
priA-ilege of helping to shape the life

of a future citizen of the Kingdom
of God is a wonderful heritage

!

What shall our objectiv(!s be? The
an.sAver of the public school is "train-

ed minds". The ansAver of the Church
is "trained minds said trained souls".

It is the larger knoAvledge of God,
the larger knowledge of self, and the

larger knoAvledge of life Avhich the

church declares to be essential. It is

not enough for the child to know
mathematics but to know the truth

that makes men free, the truth about

God and about life is even more es-

sential. It is not enough for the

child to be able to read the ideals of

the past and the present. It is more
important still for the child to ap-

preciate and appropriate those ideals

as inspiration for his OAvn life. The
child should not only know physiol-

ogy, but should also knoAv that the

human body is "the temple of God".
A knoAvledge of geography is not

enough ; children need to knoAV that

"the earth is the Lord's". Know-
ledge of history is not enough ; the

church Avould have the child to knoAV

that the story of God's search after

Scattered throughout the book are

many interesting things Avritten in

Mr. 0 'Kelly's handAvriting. For ex-

ample, on the back flyleaf there is a

remedy Avhich suggests that the dis-

tinguished founder of the Christian

Church suffered from boils from time

to time. At least he thought so

much of the remedy for this disease

that he wrote a specific for it in the

back of his Bible, Avhich reads as

folloAvs: "Plaster to cure Avhitlow or

felon

—

I, Take a pipe bowl full of

son is a l)ig man is really "His Story."

O'Kelly's Bible
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tobacco aslies—2. A little burnt al-

lum—3. A little salt^. The white

of an egg—in the egg work up to a

plaster.
'

'

He also gives a cure for dropsy,

which he spells "dropsey," as fol-

lows: "Take six chickens' heads and

cut them up fine and put them in

a large jug and stop it fast, and then

put in a large pot and boil two hours,

and take the water in the jug and

give two or three cups full of it, and

that will cure the patient.
'

'

James 0 'Kelly evidently believed

in work, as we may gather from his

receipt, as he called it, for the grubs,

which reads as follows: "There was

a good farmer. He lived on one acre.

It was a black acre. In that acre he

run three furrows. In them three

furrows there was three worms—

a

black one, a white one, and a pied

one. These three worms are all dead,

dead, dead."

His remedies for a felon and for

dropsy may not be thoroughly ortlio-

dox, so far as the medical profession

is concerned today, but I venture

that any good farmer knows that his

"receipt for the grubs" will Avork

wonders today as it did in his day.

It has often been said in my hear-

ing that James O 'Kelly would take

his whiskey flask in his saddle-bags

when he itinerated on his preaching

tours, but ordinarily he had no use

for drunkards, as witness this quota-

tion from a note in his Bible

:

"Drunkness, I think is one of the

lowest callings in the world. For
there is not any person that can think

well of a man when drunk. He will

say anything and do anything tliat

a drunkard can do, even abuse his

wife and children."

Some few verses in the Bible are

marked as if the great preacher had
used them as texts, but there are no
notes written in the book indicating

the way in which he developed his

texts. Plowever, there are two quo-
tations written in his own handwrit-
ing in regard to baptism, which go
to show that the Rev. James 0 'Kelly
had some firm convictions on relig-

ious doctrine. The first of these quo-
tations on baptism reads as follows:

"It's a reproach to children to be
raised unbaptized—as formerly to be
uncircumcised.

"

The second quotation on baptism
reads as follows: "John had no help-
ers. Could he immerse such multi-
tudes by immersion? I believe it not."
The word "not" in the quotation is

written in solid capitals, which shows
that tliis Irish preacher was capable

of emphatic expression. He is refer-

ring, of coure, to John the Baptist

baptizing the multitudes in the Jor-

dan, and he evidently adhered to the

idea that the Baptist had the people

walk out into the river to about where
the water was knee-deep, and then

reached down with his hands and
poured water on their heads. This

view, too, coincides with the inonu-

ments that are left to us depicting

the baptismal scenes in the early

Christian centuries.

It is interesting to note that tliis

New Testament was not the Auth-

Announcing the Fourth Annual

Ministers' Convocation

for

Congregational Christian Ministers

of the Southern Convention

* * *

Moonelon—May 14, 15, 16, 1956

Theme, "Creative Opportunities for

the Ministry Today."

* * *

To encourage all of our ministers

to attend, the fee v^^ill be reduced

this year to a flat $5.00. Everyone

in attendance will be expected to pay

the same amount, and there will be

no other charges.

« * •

Superb Fellowship—Stimualting

Variety

Fine Arts—Sports—Shop Talk

Worship

G. D. ALLEY, Chairman,

HARVEY CARNES, Secy.
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orized or King James' version. James
0 'Kelly was friendly to Christian

scholarship which would appear from
from other sources. T wish to quote

from other surces. I wish to quote

a sentence from the author's adver-

tisement of his translation as folloAvs :

"The English translation of the Bible

in the reign of King James I is, no
doubt, a very good one, and justly

so esteemed to this day, though it be
about 150 years old ; but it is not to

be wondered at if some words and
phrases, then is use and well under-

stood, should by this time become
obsolete and almost intelligible to

common readers The principal

attempt, therefore, of this translation

is both to bring it nearer to the ori-

ginial, either in the text or notes, e\Jid

to make the form of expression more
suitable to our present age.

Bro. Lynch also furnished me with

another historical book, entitled
'

' The
Old North State in 1776," by Caru-

thers. This book has somewhat to

say about James 0 'Kelly, who, as it

is well known, was an ardent Whig
in politics as he was an ardent be-

liever in liberty of the conscience in

the Church. Once upon a time dur-

ing the Revolutionary War, 0 'Kelly

had an experience which is recorded

in this book and which is described

as follows.

"The ancedote of the Methodist

preacher, which you wished me to

relate, I had from the old gentleman's

own lips. Mr. 0 'Kelly, then a young
Methodist preacher, when traveling

over the eountrj^ and preaching, was
taken at the house of a friend or ac-

quaintance, by a small party of Tor-

ies. His horse, saddle and saddle-

l)ags were taken from him, and he

was tied to a peach tree. A party of

Whigs coming up just at the time, a

skirmish ensued, and although he was
between the two fires, he was not

hurt. Before this skirmish was end-

ed, Colonel Slingsby came up with a

larger party of men, and the Whigs
were dispersed. Recognizing 0 'Kel-

ly, the colonel asked him to preach

for them, which he did, and drawing

up his men in good order, he stood

with his head uncovered during the

whole of the service. Mr. 0 'Kelly

said, when relating this anecdote to

me, ' Ah, child ! your grandfather was

a gentleman.' An old lady who was

well acquainted with Mr. 0 'Kelly

tells me that the man at whose house

he was taken was also taken, bound

to the same tree, and killed in the

skirmish. She had heard him relate

the anecdote frequently; I only once.
'

' I know of no one now from whom
any further information could be

obtained. More than twenty years

ago, when in Robeson and Richmond

Counties, I met with several old men,

Avho had been well acquainted with

Colojael Slingsby, and all spoke of

him as a humane, honorable and gen-

erous-hearted man. They Avere all

members of the Presbyterian Church,

and some of them had been under his

command.
" I do not wish you to use my name,

as I intend merely to furnish you

with the facts and let you clothe them

yourself.
'

'

I am grateful to Brother Lynch
for letting me have these books, which

are now on display in the Carlton

Library, at Elon College, and which

(Continue4 on page 13.)
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News of Elon College
President L. E. Smith, Elon College, N. C.

Preamble to Elon College's Report

to the Southern Convention

In this country we have a dual

system of hio'her education— our

state or tax-supported schools and our

privately-endowed or church-related

colleges. Both are essential for the

proper training of our youth at the

college level and the depelopment of

our human resources to the realiza-

tion of their greatest potential. They

serve as a balance to each other. Our

state schools point the way to better

equipment and broader curriculum.

Our charch schools, in addition to

keeping religion on our campuses,

keep the fires of freedom, in their

broadest sense, burning on tlie altars

of learning all the way to the suuunit.

Until lately, no one seemed parti-

cularly to be concerned for the pre-

sent or the future of either tax-sup-

ported or church-related colleges,

feeling that the state would see that

its schools and colleges would be pro-

perly supported, since it had the pow-

er of taxation sufficient to meet any

emergency, and that our private

schools Avould be taken care of by the

church and friends of Christian Edu-

cation as the occasions might demand.

But today there is a different feel-

ing in the face of a vast increase in

student enrollment in our colleges

which will demand increased facili-

ties at an even ratio and the realiza-

tion of insufficient funds on the part

of either our state or privately-en-

dowed colleges to meet impending de-

mands.

There seems to be an almost un-

limited demand on the part of the

state schools for increased funds for

capital improvements and an equally

insistent demand for increased sal-

aries for officials and instructors,

which, of course, means increased tax-

es for us all.

Many of our privately-eiidowed col-

leges find themselves in a serious fin-

ancial situation. To continue on a

level consistent with current de-

mands, their facilities must be in-

creased. Salaries for professors must
be raised considerably, which will re-

quire more money, much more money,
and where will it come from? Tiie

tuition and fees are already much
higher than in our tax-supported

schools. Income from invested, funds

is loAver and these funds need to be

increased greatly. The only hope for

the financial support required is a

generous public; and yet, when you

appeal to the public for funds their

answer invariably is, "Our taxes are

so high, Ave simply cannot sive more."

Of course, our privately-endoAved col-

leges are supported on a voluntary

basis. When it comes to the support

of our state schools by taxation, Ave

liave no choice. They must be sup-

ported.

Into this complex situation for our

priA'ately - endowed colleges, there

comes a gleam of light and a ray of

hope. Great business concerns such

as the Standard Oil Company of Ncav

Jersey, General Motors, Ford Motor

Company, SoCony Mobile Company,
Inc., General Mills, Burlington In-

dustries, Time, Inc., and many others

have contributed considerable siuns

of money to help the needs of our pri-

vately-endoAved colleges and have call-

ed on businesses and industries in

general to come to the rescue of these

colleges that they may continue their

ser\ ices to society and business at all

levels.

I am happy to rejiort that Elon

College has faired modestly Avell in

these contributions. The Ford Foun-

dation has led the Avey so far as the

amount is concerned. Elon (College

is to receive from this faundation

$125,700, the money to lie paid one-

half by July 1, 1956, and the other

half by July 1, 1957. The income

from these funds must go to increase

facidt}' salaries. That is, it cannot

be used for the payments of debts,

capital improvements or the like.

The Esso Standard Oil Company
of NcAv Jersey has contributed to

Elon College in cash $2,000 to help

meet current demands. We haA'e re-

ceived from the North Carolina

Church-Eelated College Foundation

$5, 51'].68 for current needs, ai\d f2,-

000 from Colgate-PalmoliAC Company
Avithout restrictions and to hv. used

for current needs.

*****
Apportionment Giving

In the survey Committee's report

submitted to the Southern Conven-

tion in biennial session last week at

UHiyn Church, Union Ridge, N, C,

Page Seven

the statement Avas made that Elon

College should receive from the

churches on apportionment a total of

$40,000. At present, the amount
asked on apportionment from the

churches is $35,000, the same as last

year. I am sure that in vicAv of the

needs of the college our churches are

planning to raise their apportion-

ments in full. They certainly did a

good job last year. A total of $28,-

000 plus was raised on apportion-

ments, less than $7,000 short of the

goal.

By referring to the weekly reports

in The Christian Sun, you will dis-

cover that the amount received by the

college on apportionments is in ex-

cess of what it was a year ago at this

date. This is encouraging and pro-

phetic of Avhat may happen during

the present conference year.

Also, at the recent session of the

ConA'ention in the college's report the

matter of faculty salaries Avas em-

phasized. The average salaries paid

to professors of Elon College are be-

loAv the aA^erage salaries paid our

pastors in the Convention. The ma-

jority of the pastors have parson-

ages furnished in addition. All fac-

ulty members of Elon College are re-

quired to provide their OAvn living-

quarters. The Convention passed a

resolution requesting that a commit-

tee representing the college, the Board

of Trustees, the CouA^ention and the

Alumni be appointed and that these

committees have a joint meeting and
consider ways and means by Avhich

the salaries of the instructors in Elon

College might be brought more near-

ly in line Avith salaries prevailinc for

ministers in our churches and in col-

leges comparable to our college. These

committees should be appointed at an

early date and arrange for a meeting

as directed.

Previously Eeported .$ 7,535.08

Ea.stern N. 0. Conference

Fuller's Chapel $90.00

Hope Mills 4.06

Sanford 100.00

Morrisville 8.34

Mt. Auburn 7.32

New Elam 13.00

Raleigh 26.40

Eastern Va. Conference:

Liberty Spring $ 24.00

First (Norfolk) 26.00

Bayside 12.00

Bethlehem (N.) 48.50

Mt. Carmel 18.88

Windsor 32.08

N. C. and Va. Conference:

Burlingtgon, Bev. Hills .$30.50
Monticello 76.00

Bethel 5.00

Union (Va.) 20.00

(Continued on page 15.)
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Church Women at Work
With Emphasis on Missions

Mrs. J. H. Booth, Jr., Editor

143 Winchester Drive, Hampton, Va.

Scholarships for Indian and

Spanish Americans

Being- favorably impressed by the

intellectual capabilities of Indian

Americans and Americans of S'painsh

speaking' background and by their

potential for contributing to the wel-

fare of their own groups and to the

larger national community and not-

ing the fact that, up to tlie present,

a relatively small percentage have

been able to take advantage of higher

education, the American Missionary

Association has allocated a certain

portion of its budget to assist Avorthy

youth of these groups in furthering

their training.

In this way it is expected that

promising young men and women will

be discovered and aided in attending

accredited colleges of their own
choice. In some instances they Avill

go on for further professional post-

graduate education once they have

their basic undergraduate degree.

There are no sectarian restrictions

as to who shall benefit from these

funds. Good character, demonstrated

academic ability and need for finan-

cial assistance are prerequisites to

selection. Those looking forward to

full-time careers in the service of the

churches will be counselled and aided

whenever they meet the academic and
character requirements. However,
persons desiring to prepare for other

socially useful vocations will also be

given sympathetic consideration.

Among those wlio are receiving

scholarships are

:

Delores Bronson.—Miss Bronson
is one of our two Indian students

from the East. She attended West-
tern High School in Washington, D.

C. and is now enrolled in Oberlin

College in Oberlin, Ohio. Delores

would like to work in the field of oc-

cupational therapy or speech therapy
with children as she has exceptional
adility with youngsters. This past
summer was an interesting one for
her as she had a part in the annual
Cherokee Indian drama, "Unto These
Hills," which is performed in Chero-
kee, North Carolina. Delor.^s is Pres-
byterian and a member of the La^^una
Pueblo Tribe,

Ernestine Walkingstick. — Ern-
estine is our other student from the

East. She lives in Cherokee, North
Carolina and has chosen to train at

the Northwestern State College

School of Nursing in Natchitoches,

Louisiana for the profession of nurs-

ing. Since her arrival in college, Miss
Walkingsticl^ has been interviewed
and photographed for the college

paper where is it noted that she Avas

also awarded one of several scholar-

ships made possible by a spectacular
drama of the Cherokee presented each
summer in Mountainside Theatre in

North Carolina. This outdoor thea-

tre, resembling a Creek amphitheatre,
is a natural boAvl Avith almost perfect

accoustics and seats about 3,000. Ern-
estine is a Cherokee Indian and a

member of the Baptist Church.
—Scholarship Student's Bulletin.

Are You Using Thank Offering

Boxes?

Many groups tell me that they are.

Some people have told me their box
is getting heavy and full already-
Just empty it and start again. Sev-
eral societies haA-e Avritten for addi-
tional boxes for new members, for
shut-in women in their church who
have not been active in Avomen's so-

ciety Avork but Avant have a part in
this. I still have more baxes—fi-ee

for the asking.

As Ave study about Indian Amer-
icans let us remember our thank of-

fering boxes. Galen Weaver tells

us: "In 195.5-56 thirty-one Indian
Americans and four of Spanish-speak-
ing background Avere discovered and
aided in attending accredited col-

leges of their oAvn choice. In 1956-57
AA-e hope to double the number."
This is where our Thank Offering
Avill help.

Emily Lester.

Have You Tried This?

One oP the finest experiences Avhich
has come to the Asheboro Church in

a long time occurred on the Aveek-end
of April S with a visit by four of tlie

foreign students at Mon College, If

your society has not sponsored their

visit to your church, you are missing

a great opportunity for promoting

Avorld brotherhood and for enlarging

the vision of your church people.

Arrangements for the A'isit were

made by the president of the society,

Mrs. J. L. Davis, in correspondence

Avith Mrs. W. J. Andes of Elon Col-

lege, Avho is looking after this phase

of our work for tlie Southern Con-

A'ention.

The four boys—John Darvish and
Fairborz Badakhsli of Iran, Shin

Keun Kang of Korea, and Pulivelil

George of India—Avere brought to

Asheboro by the minister in time for

lunch on Saturday. Each boy Avas

entertained in a different home.

On Saturday evening a covered

dish supper Avas planned at the church

so the entire church group could get

acquainted Avith our guests. Not as

many came as Ave had hoped, but

those Avho did Avere amply rcAvarded.

In addition to personal convei-sations

Avi+h our ncAv friends, we learned

about the countries from Avhich they

came, about the Moslem religion (the

tAvo boys from Iran are members of

that faith), and aboat world atfairs

as seen through their eyes.

Sunday morning Mr. Pulivelil

taught the combined young adult and
men's Bible classes, and did an ex-

cellent job according to the minister.

Mr. Kang spoke to the Primary De-

partment, telling them about Sunday
schools in Korea, singing a familiar

hymn in his language, Avriting in four

languages for them. Mr. Darvish

met AAdth the Juniors, for the sixth

grade is studying in school about

Iran and about the Moslems. He
gaA'e them a geography lesson that

they Avill long remember. The In-

termediate-High School Department

kept Mr. Badkhsh so busy ansAvering

questions that Ave had to delay the

])eginning of the morning church ser-

A'ice—but Avhat is a schedule when
something important is being learn-

ed?

In the morning Avorship service the

four boys were introduced and each

pointed out his home country on a

large map at the front of the church,

and spoke briefly about it. Sunday
afternoon Dr. and Mrs. Davis took

the boys back to Elon, leaving many
ncAV friends behind them.

We recommend the visit of these

foreign students in your homes and

in your church. All of these boys

Avere more than 10,000 miles from

home—and they say they do get home-

( Continued on page 13.)
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Make a Will
By ATTORNEY JACOB M. LASHLEY
of the St. Louis Bar, St. Louis, Missouri

Making a Avill is a unique and a

stimulating experience. Have you

ever made a Avill ? The contemplation

of such a step involves a new look at

one's self in the light of those whom
we expect to survive us. How we

Avill appear to those we have left be-

hind suddenly becomes important. A
will speaks from the moment of death

of the testator and constitutes the last

revealing expression of his person-

ality which he shall ever be privileg-

ed to project upon this earth. Mod-
esty, vanity, perjudice, fear, strong

family pride and affection, a sound

sense of justice as between persons

in equal positions, excessive tax-con-

sciousness— may be and often are

written into the will.

In these days of abundance a much
larger percentage of the people com-

prising the vast middle interest have

valuable possessions at the time of

their death than at any other time in

the history of our country. Many
curious attitudes and unexpected pos-

tures in family relations are brought

about by tax laws and regulations.

An older man of my acquaintance,

absorbed throughout his active life

in business problems, and grown to

consider his wife as an uninspiring

Imrden rather to be endured than en-

joyed, when suddenly he discovered

that she would be entitled to one-

half of his entire estate as her abso-

lute property upon his death and
that, moreover, this portion would be

exempt from Federal Estate taxes.

He would be powerless to change this

by will; she had only to survive him
to come into it. He could neither

disinherit her nor inflict his opinions

upon her by any threat of doing so.

The effect of this discovery was sur-

prising. He began to look upon her

Avith a new and aroused interest. The
event created an unbelievable revo-

lution in her position. Quite sudden-

ly she had become an important per-

son in his life and affairs.

Recipients.

One of the very first questions

which the testator must decide is that

of the persons to whom he shall choose

to leave his property. Those having

dependents will feel an obligation to

continue their support. Even this

procedure sometimes creates new pro-

blems, Occasionally generous par-

ents have furnished a motive for their

children to give up all thought of

further work and to adopt lives of

idleness or frivolity. Children of

tender age may be endoAved so gen-

erously by their deceaspd father or

mother that they may never learn to

work or even acquire a dependable

education. Here and there an eccen-

tric will leave a valuable estate to the

use of cats, or dogs, or some whimsi-

cal or silly purpose. Maybe some old

quarrel Avill be ventilated in the will

with biting words. It is a strange

and unaccountable fact that so small

a percentage of Christian people and
church members leave legacies to

their churches, and, surprisingly,

tliis is true among* substantial givers

and faithful supporters of the

church's work. Does this mean that

the church has served its entire pur-

l)Ose for its members during their

lives? Or is it to be supposed that

the church wll not need anything

after its present members have gone^

Late Decisions.

One of the difficult problems asso-

ciated Avith Avill making arises Avhen

a late thinker decides to make his Avill

on the very eve of his approaching

death. It may be that his laAvyer

Avill be called to his home or to the

hospital in the night. Of course, the

mere fact the testator may have to

hurry to get it in ahead of the luider-

taker is not in all cases ground for

impeachment of the will. The mind
of the sick or injured person may be

perfectly sound so far as concerns

his knoAvledge of his property, its

location and probable value ; the

names and relationship of the natnral

objects of his bounty. This is all

that is required to admit the Avill to

probate, and yet the very circum-

stances of the emergency may meke
the Avliole transaction fall far short

of Avhat might have satisfied the tes-

tator himself better had he attend

to it in a normal and unhurried man-
ner at a time Avhen his emotions Avere

not blurred by the overshadowing

though of his expected dissolution.

Sense of Humor.

Then there are those persons Avho

just cannot bring themselves to sit

doAvn and actually make a commit-

ment. There is an atmosphere of finr

ality about the ceremony of a formal

signature Avith attesting Avitnesses,

which turns some of them back at the

\ery instant that their resolution

seems to have reached the sticking

point. I once had a client Avho had
inherited an estate valued at more
than a million dollars after taxes,

and being childless, Avas deeply con-

cerned about her Avill. She enjoyed
the feel of poAver through possession

of her Avealth to such an extent it

seemed to turn her completely sick

even to think of parting Avith it, and
sonu'hoAV she had a vague impression

that this Avould be the effect of dis-

])osing of it in her Avill. Then again

she could not decide Avhich ones

among a goodly company of cousins

she Avished to favor. Some of them
Avere as Avell endoAved as she. As it

happened, these Avere the ones she

liked best. Those who Avere not rich

already did not enjoy her admiration
or confidence to the extent necessary

to rate as benefieiaries of her estate

and so were not considered. The lady

struggled through a period of nearly

six months with her vexations pro-

blem until it came to be a A'eritable

obsession which Avas destroying her

enjoyment of life. At last one day,

after both of us had repeatedly agon-

ized about this seemingly unsolvable

difficulty, I said, "I have found a

solution." "Oh," said she, "tell me
and T Avill surely be re]ie^•ed."

"Well," T said, "you just go ahead

and die and take it with yon"—Her
sense of humor saved the day; after

her first dazed look her eye began to

twinkle and then the smile came. "I
liave been an old fool, haven't I?"
I made no comment uj^on this obser-

vation, but up to that point the evi-

dence did incline rather strongly in

that direction. When avc had finallv

completed her will, there Avere 17

charities and her local chiirch, wliich

she rarely attended, remembered;
one tax-free trust for tAvo church-

sponsored colleges, to provide schol-

arships for talented and Avorthy stu-

dents. Twice thereafter she added
codicils to her Avill. The disposition

of her estate became the greatest

source of interest and happiness to

hei-. There is no room for doubt that

the Avill of this good lady ti'nnsfoi'in-

ed her life.

New Fortunes

The accumulation of great fortunes

as an incident to the industrial revo-

lution in America caused a change in

the forms and purposes of will mak-
ing. For the first time in the history

(Continued on page 13.)
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<lA Page^ for Our Children^
Mrs. R. L. House, Editor, 1045 23d St., Newport News, Va.

Betty's Rag Doll

Bett}-' Jean liked to go to seliool,

and she loved her teachers. Bnt noAv

something had happened which made

her quite unhappy. The teacher had

announced that there would be a doll

party on Friday, and every little girl

Avas to bring her favorite doll and

every little boy an animal-Toy of some

kind. Betty Jean wanted very much

1o stay home and miss the party,

bnt she was afraid mother woidd not

allow that.

Betty Jean was a Avee mite ashamed

of her favorite and only doll and a

whole lot ashamed of being ashamed

at all, A\]dch made her very uncom-

fortable. Gladys Ann was made

out of old stocking ends, her bofly Avas

soft old stockings, her eyes and nose

and mouth embroiderer on her face

in wools, her hair taken from a ripped

place \\\ the mattress, which made it

really trully hair, although it never

grew on a human head. Gladys Ann
was a home-made rag doll. How Betty

Jean did wish that some magic would

change her rag doll into a store doll

Avith golden hair and blue eyes before

the party happened.

As mother Avas making a neA\' dress

fin- the home-made doll, Betty Jean

A\'as AV(ind(^ring if her very OAvn

inother Avould be ashamed of her little

girl if she had shoe-button eyes or

mattress hair.

"Mother, if I looked perfectly hor-

rid, twisted, or had just one eye,

AA'ould you love me noAv?" she asked.

"Why, of course, I Avould love you

just as much as I do noAv. Don't you

know that to every real mother her

ugly ducklin is a SAAan?" laughed

mother.

By the time Jean had been told

about ugly ducklins and sAvans,

Gladys Ann's dress Avas finished to

the last tiny buttonhole.

"I do love .you," whispered Betty

Jean^ cuddling her rag doll in her

arms. "After this 1 am going to be

like a real mouther, and love you just

as if you had blue eyes and golden

hair."

So Betty Jean and Gladys Ann
went to the party. And the little

girls left their grand store dolls and
gathered about Gladys Ami. They
admired her cunning little clothes

'yvith real pockets, and real button-

holes, and the shoes and stockings

Avhich you could take off and put on.

'

' Oh, what a cute doll
! '

' cried the

first little girl. "I Avish I had one

like it, she's so soft and cuddly."
'

' I 'm going to ask my mother to

buy me one," said the second little

girl. "She's so much nicer than my
OA\'n Margaret Louise."

"My mother made Gladys Ann and
I love her just as much as if she Avas

a SAvan, " proudly declared Betty

Jean.

"A SAvan is only an old bird that

Ha'cs in a pond in the park, but this

SAveet doll
— " cried the third girl

cuddling Gladys Ann to her henrt.

And the very next day, along came
the mother of the first little girl to

ask Betty Jean's mother if she could

make a Gladys Ann for her little girl.

And every day another motlier caine

AA'ith the same request, until all the

odds and ends about the house Avere

made up into rag dolls, but not one

of them as loveh^ in Betty Jean's

eyes as Gladys Ann.

"Betty Jean, the ladies haAe paid

me so Avell for my Avork, that noAv I

can buy you a store doll," said mo-
ther.

"But I don't Avant a store doll

]iOAv," answered Betty Jean. "T love

Gladys Ann just as she is, and I am
ashamed to think that I CAer was

ashamed of her."

"And ahvays remember that it is

loving that makes the world and
everything in it beautiful," added
mother.

—Our Little Ones.

GENERAL COUNCIL MEETING.
(Continued from page 2.)

ticket to Omaha at clergy rates with-

out a Western Certificate between
the dates of June 13-27.

Parking. — Parking for approxi-

mately 500 cars is available at the

Auditorium at the rate of $1.00 per

day.

Adva7ice Reports,—containing the

teiitative program for the Council

meetings as well as reports from the

various Boards, Commissions and
Committees, will be available for vot-

ing members after May 1st at Con-

ference offices. It is essential that

delegates bi-ing their copies with

them. Associate members will receive

their copies at the registration desk.

Miscella/tieous. — All applications

for meeting rooms, special luncheons

or dinners, or special equipm^ent

should be directed to the Reverend

Charles S. Sowder, 287 Fourth Ave-

nue, New York 10, N. Y.

* * *

All those attending the General

Council and who wish to stay in a

hotel or motel, should make their own
reservations directly Avith the hotel

or motel by June 1, and ask for con-

firmation. All of the hotels and mo-

tels listed beloAv Avill provide high-

grade accommodations. All rooms

are Avith baths. Hotels listed are

Avithin eight blocks of the auditori-

um. JMotels will average about six

miles distance.

Omaha Hotels.

Fontenelle, 18th & Douglas, single

$6.50 up, double $9.50 up.

Paxton, 14th & Farnam, single $5

up, don.ble $6.75 up.

Regis, 16th & Harney, single $4.75

up, double 16.75 up.

Castle, 632 S. 16th, single $4.50 up.

double $6.00 up.

Hill, 505 S. 16th, single $3.50 up,

double $6.00 up.

Logan, 1804 Dodge, single $5.00

up, double $7.50 up.

Wellington, 1817 Farnam, single

13.25 up, double $5.00 up.

Conant, 19th & Farnam, single

$3.50 up, double $4.75 up.

Commodore, 2410 Dodge, single

$4.50 up, double $6.50 up.

Hamilton, 2408 Farnam, single

$3.50 up, double $5.00 up.

Omaha Motels.

Sliamrock, 12"0 and Dodge, single

$6.50, double $8.50, 4 persons $12.50.

Tower Motor Court, 78 & Dodge,

siiigle $6.00, double $8.75, 4 persons

$11.75.

Trailer Motor Court, 78 & Dodge,

double $1.25.

Town House, 70 & Dodge, single

$6.00, double $9.00, 4 persons $13.00.

Lazy Lodge, 112 & Dodge, single

$7.00, double $7.00 up, 4 persons

$9.00 up.

Sunset, 114 & Dodge, single $6.50,

double $7.50 up, 4 persons $10.00 up.

Wilkes, 110 & Dodge single $6.00,

double $6.00, 4 persons $10.00.

Mustang, 8005 Fort Crook Road
(South), single $6.00, double $7.00,

4 persons $10.00.

Little Omaha, 112 & Dodge, single

$5.00, double $5.00 up, 4 persons

$8.00.

(Continued on page 15.)
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Youth at Work in the Church
Rev. John S. Graves, Editor, Box 836, Elon College, N. C.

Southern Convention Pilgrim

Fellowship Officers

In this issue of The Christian

S'uN we wish to introduce to you the

new officers for the next biennium

of the Southern Cenvention Pilgrim

Fellowship. A little synopsis of their

life, interests, abilities and aspira-

tions follows:

President—Alice Fate Gordon

Fayc is seventeen years old and a

Junior at the Suffolk (Virginia)

High School.

Her activities at school include the

Choral Club for the past three years

;

past-president of the Civic Samaritan

Tri-Hi-Y and vice-president elect of

the Gladys Yates Tri-Hi-Y; a cheer-

leader for the past three years and
and active in journalism.

Her activities in her church in-

clude the Chapel Choir; and vice-

president and program chairman of

the Senior High Youth Fellowship.

Faye is also an accomplished pian-

ist, having completed her twelfth

year of study of this instrument.

Her friend, Martha Joyner, says

of her, "With far more demands on

her time than the average young per-

son of her age, Faye still finds room
for part time employment as a sales-

girl in a local department store."

(Faye was too modest to give us all

this information about herself.)

Vice-President—Margaret Walker

Margaret is a Junior at the Dur-

ham (North Carolina) High School

Her activities in school include the

French Club, Concert Choir and Y-

Teens.

At the Congregational Christian

Church of Durham she is a member
of the Choir, president of her Sunday
School Class and president of the

Pilgrim Fellowship.

She enjoj's singing, writing poetry,

baby-sitting and listening to her re-

cord collection.

IMargaret says, "I am indeed grate-

ful for this privilege and will strive

to fulfill it to the best of my ability."

Secretary—^Martha Brittle

Martha is a Sophomore at Holland
(Virginia) High School.

At school she is vice-president of

her Class, president of the Latin

Club, secretary of the Glee Club, in

the Beta Club, Job's Daughters, on

the Student Council and takes vocal

lessons.

At B e t h 1 e h e m ( Nansemond

)

Church she is secretary of the Pil-

grim Fellowship.

Treasurer—^William G. Johnson

Bill is a Sophomore at North Caro-

lina State College (Raleigh, North
Carolina) studying Dairy Husban-
dry.

At N. C. State he is a cabinet mem-

Christian Church, Franklin, Virginia

and has preached in his home church

several times. He has just taken a

church. Pleasant Union, near Ashe-

boro. North Carolina.

His interests are everything whole-

some, alive, worthwhile and pure.

Bill says, "As newly elected Chair-

man of the Faith Commission, I

would like to express here my desire

to work with all of you in this posi-

tion as best I know how. I hope that

we might all realize anew the vital

importance of an active faith in our

lives as young people and strive to

practice the same individually and
collectively in our groups during the

months ahead."

Left to Right, Faye Gordon, President, Suffolk, Va.; Margaret Waker, Vice-Presi-

dent, Durham, N. C; Martha Brittle, Secretary, Bethlehem (Nans.); William Joy-
ner, Chairman, Faith Commission, Union S. H.; Barbara Jean Pierce, Chairman,
Fellowship Commission, Franklin; A. C. Ptnny, Chaiiman, Action Commission, A-

melia. Absent, Billy Johnson, Treasurer, Union Grove.

ber of the Y.M.C.A., member of the

Agriculture Club, Animal Industry

Club and the Collegiate 4-H Club.

At Union Grove Church, near Ashe-

boro. North Carolina, he has held the

offices of president, vice-president and
secretary of his Sunday School Class

and is now vice-president of the West-

ern North Clarolina Pilgrim Fellow-

ship.

Chairman of Faith Comniission—
William Joyner

Bill is a Freshman at Elon College,

North Carolina, studying for the min-

istry.

He spent nearly four years in the

United States Navy stationed in Cali-

fornia and Bermuda.
Bill was active in the Hunterdale

Chairman of Action Committee—
A. C. Penny

A. (\ is twenty years old and a

Sophomore at N. C. State College,

nuijoring in Mathematics.

He is a member of the Amelia Con-

gregational Christion Chureli, near

Clayton, North Carolina, \vhei-o lie

iias been active in all groups and
organizations. He has served as I<';iitli

Chairman, vice-president and is now

Action Chairman of the East(M'n

North Carolina Pilgrim Fellowsliip.

A. C. says, "I am very grateful for

this opportunity to serve and will be

glad to do all I can to help those who
have honored me. I have enjoyotl

the few things that I have had the

(Continued on page 14.)
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Sunday School Lesson
By Rev. H. S. Hardcastle, D. D.

"The Church in Antioch"

Lesson VIII^May 20, 1956.

Memory Selection: I have slwived

11Qu all things, how thai so laboring

ye ought to support the weak, and
ir, rcmemhcr the words of the Lord

Jrsus Christ, how he said It is

more blessed to give than to re-

eeive. Acts 20 :35.

Baikground Scripture: Acts 11 :2!),

12 :24.

Devotional Reading : C4alatians 6 :1-

10.

The circumference of the influence

of the Earlj' Church was ^I'ettiua: big-

ger and bigger. It was something

like throwing a stone into a pool or

lake ; from that center ripples go out

an.] out and on and on, until the ef-

fect—if it could be scientifically mea-

sured—is felt at the fartherest edge

of the pool or lake. In the past few

lessons we have seen hoAv this took

place. Beginning at Jerusalem, the

Christian message and the Christian-

movement spread first to Judea and

to Samaria and in last Sunday's les-

son to Caesarea and to a Gentile fam-

ily. In today's lesson the circumfer-

ence of the ripples become larger: it

takes in Antioch a city not even in

the Holy Land, and thus touclies the

great Gentile world. It was on its

way "to the uttermost parts of he

earth" as commanded by our Lord.

As suggested by Dr. Erdman the ev-

ents of today 's lesson may be summed
up under four brief statements. (I

modify liis wording, but use his gen-

eral outline.)

A New Chureh.

Except for a few instances, already

recorded, the preaching of the Early

Church had been done to Jews. And
the Churcli at Jerusalem was com-

posed of Jews. But a new chapter

begins to be written in today's lesson.

The disciples who had been scattered

by the persecution that began after

Stephen's death, -went to Cyprus and

Phoeneeia and Antioch, and those

who went to Antioch began to preach

to the Gentiles, preaching to these

Greeks, the Lord Jesus. They had

startling success. Basically there is

no difference in men. And when these

Gentiles heard of the love and the

saving grace of the Lord Jesus Christ,

they responded in 3, rnost satisfying

Avay. "A,great number turned unto

the Lord". Indeed this evangelistic

effort was so successful and so im-

pressive that a report of it got back

to Jerusalem, and they sent a man
do"wn to Antioch to make a report on

it. The thing was genuine. When
Barnabas got a good look, he knew
that it was "the grace of God" at

work, and he "was glad". Further-

more he exhorted them all, that Avith

purpose of heart they would cleve

unto the Lord". Here then, is the

first Gentile Church to be formed, or

rather the first Church in Gentile

lanels to he formed. Our God is march-

ing on.

A New Center.

The center of witnessing now shifts

from Jerusalem to Antioch. It Avas

a fit and strategic center. The third

city in the Roman Empire, being out-

ranked only by Rome itself and by
Alexandria, it was strategically lo-

cated as a natural doorway to the

Greek and Roman world, being con-

nected by great trade routes witli both

East and West. Its population was
mixed, Jews and Gentiles mingling

freely on its streets and in its public

places. It was wealthy, worldly, and
wild. It Avas the center of the pagan

cult of Apollo and Artemis, and its

moral and spiritual life Avas degrad-

ed and sickening. It Avas a tough,

rough, missionary field, but the Gos-

pel took hold here and the Church
took root. And the Church grcAV.

Much of the success of the groAvtli

of the Church was due to Barnabas.

He is one of the World's unsung he-

roes. A quiet man, Avho never got

the headlines, a good man, full of

faith and the Spirit of Christ, he

laid the fundation of the Church
Avhich became the "mother" of the

Christian missionary enterprise in a

Avay. Barnabas was generous—when
need arose in the Jerusalem Church
in its early days, he sold lands and
gave the money to the apostles for the

"Charity Fund." He Avas the friend

of the underdog. When Paul first

came to Jerusalem and Avas coldly

received by the apostles, Barnabas

took him in and had them take him
in, Avlien John Mark later was about

to be cast adrift by Paul, Barnabas
chose him as his partner and took

him on a missionary journey to his

oAvn country. And thus probably

saved Mark for the ministry and the

gospel of Mark for posterity. He Avas

a gentle, self-effacing fellow—he gave

Avay to Paul as the leader without

jealousy of bitterness. There are feAV

greater characters in the New Testa-

ment than Barnabas, quiet kindly,

good-natured, generous, sympathetic,

smart, lovable, and consecrated.

A New Evangelist.

The work at Antioch was succeed-

ing too well. Too well, that is for

one man to handle it. Barnabas just

bad to have some help. Where shoiild

he turn? Whom could be get? He
thought of that young man Paul.

Barnabas had been impressed by the

man's ability, his earnestness, his

zeal, his dedication, his accomplish-

ments. So he Avent to Tarsus, Avhere

Paul had been living and working,

and brings him to Antioch as his as-

sistant. This act was a tribute both

to Barnabas 's ability to recognize

merit in others, and his unselfishness.

Although Barnabas must have knOAvn

that he must soon play second fiddle

to Paul, it did not make any differ-

ence to this great hearted man : his

supreme concern Avas for the cause of

Christ, and he felt that Paul Avas just

as great in character.

"And it came to pass, that even

for a whole year, they were gathered

together with the Church, and taught

much people". These Christian lead-

ers and workers did not live on the

"mountain-top" all the time. They

did not depend on the emotional surge

of a great reviA'al to increase the

jnembership of the Church. They re-

sorted to teaching, to systematic

Christian Education, although of

course they did not call it that. It

Avas slow, sometimes discouragingly

sloAV Avork. It usually is. But it is the

soundest way to build and to develop

a Church, and to keep it alive. Let

no preacher or teacher become Aveary

in teaching, for in due season he will

reap if he faints not.

A New Name.

"The disciples Avere called Chris-

tians first at Antioch." Some say it

was a name of derision or ridicule.

The words of Acts seem to indicate

that it was due to the teaching of

Barnabas and Paul. But whatever

the source, the ucav name is full of

significance. It indicates the teach-

ings of the apostles and the lives of

the believers found their center and

source of Christ, and that the Church

no longer thought of itself as a local

institution belonging to the Jcavs and

(Continued on page 13.)
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MAKE A WILL.

(Continued from page 9.)

of the race, testators, having' fortunes

so large that their disposition upon
death became a grave problem, began

to distribute them in public benefac-

tions. Some of the industrial giants

were buccaneers, imbued with the

gambling spirit, seeking thrills by
winning big stakes in the game of

building a new nation ; but not all.

Carnegie libraries ; Rockefeller

churches and institntions of culture,

Ford Foundation endowments, to

name a few, illustrate the new con-

cept of the responsibilities which the

holders of great wealth were begin-

ning to feel.

In the era of Reconstruction fol-

lowing the war between the north and

the south, many of these colossal for-

tunes were being trusteed, or trans-

ferred by gift or Avill to Foundations,

to carry on large-scale social develop-

ments for the relief of hard-pressed

groups in ways not then considered

witliin the scope of governmental

power. The good worlvs which they

did and the monuments whii-h they

builded may yet be seen and enjoyed

by a grateful posterity. But in the

more recent economic revolution an-

other change has come. Great for-

tunes caninot again be acquired by

single individuals because of income

taxes, and those which already have

been amassed and not turned o-^-er to

benevolent foundations are being

broken up by death and taxes. The

governmental purpose for this is

two-fold: revenues for enormously

expanded services of the government
to the people, and social control.

Middle Interests.

The balance of property is swing-

ing to the large middle group, under

a system which has supplanted the

former one characterized by groups

of very rich at the top, and more
numerous groups of very poor at the

bottom. Hundreds of corporations

performing the manufacturing, pro-

cessing and commercial work of the

nation are OAvned by stockholders in

every home and hamlet in the land.

General Motors has 460,000 and TJ.

S. Steel 225,000 stockholders. These

vast wealth concentrations are being

operated by managers and experts,

whose employers are distributed

throughout all of the social levels of

America. These are they who now
must support and nourish the educa-

tional and religious institutions which
no longer can look to the captains of

industry or the barons of finance for

endowments, or for current support.

Here is a responsibility which lias

shifted Avith the Avealth, from the

few to the many. The time is ex-

tremely critical and those to Avliom

this stcAvardship has been given must
come quickly to understand the situa-

tion and to act Avith vision and in-

spired purpose. Clommunism, as a

belief and a social purpose, imposed
by ruthless techniques of force and
fear must be met and recognized as

the greatest challenge to, and at once

the greatest opportunity for the re-

ligious people of the Avorld since the

dawn of Christianity. (Christian

faith must be diffused, not for itself

alone, but to consolidate and keep

alive what Lincoln called "the prin-

ciple it lives by, for man's vast fut-

ure." The church lifted mankind
out of barbarism and without it so-

ciet.y Avould soon relapse into that

condition. No more convincing proof

of this is needed than the brutality

and lethal conspiracies Avhich are the

manifest fruits of godless Commu-
nism.

Tax Relief.

In recognition of the Avealth shifts

of Avhich I have spoken, the Federal

Government has made provisions in

its tax program for the support of

religious, educational and charitable

institutions. There is complete ex-

emption from taxes of bequests to

religious causes. The 20 percent de-

duction on taxable income for chari-

table contributions was increased by
Act of Congress in 1954 to 30 per-

cent, where the extra 10 per cent con-

sists of contributions to a church or

association of churches, a tax-exempt

educational institution, or an exempt
hospital. Truly tithing has been made
easy.

Endless Blessing.

To Avhom, or to Avhat, tlicn shall a

Christian leave his estate. Henry
ShaAv of St. Louis, in his will made
in 1885, said that he "desided speci-

ally to carry out and provide for cer-

tain objects which haA'e been the sub-

ject of though, and labour, and care

for many years past, more effectually

than I have hereto done." He pro-

vided and endowed ''Shaw's Gar-

den" for the people of his city and
for the world, as a perpetual expres-

sion of his love of beauty in nature.

It Avas a magnificent benefation Avhich

has given pleasure to thousands of

beauty hungry people across the in-

tervening years and will do so for

other thousands in years to come.

A bequest to a church endowment
fund is like that. The tax-free gift

is gathered up with others and ad-

ministered by successive Boards of

the church ; the income poured into

the stream of the church's benevo-

lences in perpetuity. On through
the years after the 'testator shall have
laid doAvn the implements of his work,
his contribution, be it great or small,

Avill stand forward to take his place

in the Avork Avhich he Avanted done.

The church is the central figure in the

life of free and godlj'- people every-

Avhere. It is the only effective instru-

ment for spreading the divine pre-

cepts of religion and morality, and
showing the weLy to the good life.

'I'lie church nuist carry on—it is the

Christian's heritage; it should have
a ])!ace in his Avill.

O 'KELLY'S BIBLE.

(Continued from page 6.)

would make most Avorthy additions to

the growing number of records of the

Christian Church that are being gath-

ered here for safe-keeping and for

liistoi-ical purposes.

W. A. Harper.
Eeprinl fr(»n The Christian Sun,

1927.

CHIIRC H WOMEN AT WORK.
(Continued fi-om page 8.)

sick on the week-ends Avhen most of

the students at Elon go home.

Book Review at Union Grove

On Friday night, April 27, the

Union Grove Missionary Society had
a very interesting book review on the

missionary study book "Within Two
Worlds'' Mrs." Sybrant Pell was
guest speaker. We had visitors from
the Randleman and Sophia Societies.

Mrs. J. C. Newell, our district super-

intendent, was also present. After
the review the host church served

cookies and punch to the group.

EvANflELINE GaIvTN, Rcvorler.

SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON.
(Continued fiom page 12.)

Jerusalem, but was a body of believ-

ers whose sphere of influence Avas the

wide world, and whose essential spirit

was that of Christ himself. Is it not
significant that the disciples Avere

first called Christians in that Church
in which Jews and Gentiles Avorship-

ped and Avorked without any racial

distinction?

Baaed oti "International Sunday School
Lessons;" copyriglited 1956 by Division of
Cliristian Education, Natiouai Council of tlie

Cliurches in the U. S. A.
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The Christia
John G. Truitt

Dear Friends:

An inspiring' session of the South-

ern Convention, the Convention that

owns and operates the Orphanage is

being held this week a.t Union Ridge

Church, near here. The Convention

was organized in the Union Ridge

Church one hundred years ago. Much
preparation has gone into making'

this one of its great sessions. Dele-

gates, distinguished visitors and

friends have been full of praise for

the beautiful, new church plant at

Union Ridge, and the hospitality of

the church and pastor has been out-

standing.

Many friends have found time to

visit Elon College, the Orphanage,

the Convention office and Moonelon.

We appreciate the interest shown

and the words of commendation. Ours

is a great church and Ave ought all

to be happy in working together to

present the undying message of love

and life to all those to whom the

lieavenly Father hath sent us. It is

our day in every home, every pew

and every position to do our best for

Him.
Thanks to one and all for your

help in the work the church is doing

at the Orphanage. Many friends

sliow their spirit of love and care for

the homeless child. That is good,

and I feel that we will be proud of

the children we help here. It is my
earnest prayer that each member of

our staff may measure up to our re-

sponsibilities and that this fiftieth

anniversary will be a good year for

the Orphanage. "More things are

Avrought by prayer than this world

dreams of." So you who are inter-

ested in these children remember

each of us in your prayers.

Please remember to help us pre-

pare a good, brief vacation for eacli

child here. If you are expecting t(j

have one of these children visit you

or your community this summer let

me hear from you as soon as yon can.

Thanking you for all you may choose

to do in this matter I am wishijia'

each of you a joyous and prosperous

summer.
John G. Truit'i,

Supprihte uric III.

REPORT FOR MAY 2, 1956.

Sunday School Monthly Offerings.

Ainouut brouglit forward 6,825.02

Eastern N. C. Conference:

Cliristian Light $ li.OO

n Orphanage
,
Superintendent

Ebenezer 43.24

Pleasant Union 25.00

Turner's Chapel 30.00

Wake Chapel 68.23

180.47

Eastern Va. Conference:

Liberty Spring S. S. ... $ J 0.00

Mt. Carmel S. S 21.20

Xorfolk, First 14.00

Bayside 10.00

55.20

N. C. and Va. Confei'ence:

Burlington, Bev. Hills ..$18.00

Liberty 78.00

Mebane 5.00

101.00

Total $ 336.67

Grand Total ^ 7,761.69

Special Offerings.

Amount brought forward $13,481.92

Beacon Ave. Oong. Chris-

tian Cliurchj Columbus,

Ga $ 6.48

Service Guild Circle, Palm
St. Church, Greensboro,

N. C 6.50

Mrs. I. W. Johnson, Suf-

folk, Va 50.00

New Hope Cliristian

Roanoke, Ala 5.00

Wallace Walton, Suffolk,

Va 25.00

OTvellly Bible Class, First

Oong. Christian Oiurch

Greensboro, N. C 50.00

Mr. & Mrs. D. M. Mc-
Lelland, Elon College,

N. C 10.00

Carolina Power & Light

Co. (Dividend) 1.38

In Memory of the Father

of Vance Jones 10.00

In Memory of Mrs. W.
J. Holland 3.00

In Memory of Mrs. L. H.
Boothe 1.00

In Memory of Mrs. Dora
Teague Satterwhite and
W. T. Williams 5.00

Special Gifts 70.13

253.49

Grand total $13,735.41

Total for the week $ 590.16

Total for the year $20,897.10

YOUTH AT WORK.
(Continued from page 11.)

privilege of doing in the past and if

there is anything I can do to help

ajiyone please let me know."

Chairman of Fellowship Commission
—Barbara Jean Pierce

Barbara Jean is eighteen years old

and a graduate of Franklin (Vir-

ginia) High School in the Class of

1955. She is working as a secretary

in Franlflin.

Her accomplishments in High

School included: Cheerleader, four

years; Library Club; Tri-Hi-Y; class

secretary; homecoming court, two

years; school paper editor; football

sponsor, two years ; contest play, four

years; Senior play; softball; Mono-

gram Club; Girl's State; Future

Homemakers of America and Senior

superlative for the most popular.

In her church she has been a mem-
ber of the Junior Choir, secretary of

Pilgrim Fellowship, program chair-

man of Senior High Pilgrim Fellow-

ship and now a temporary counselor.

Barbara Jean says, "I am deeply

grateful, and a prayer shall be with

me always for guidance as I serve

in this office to the best of my abil-

ity."

MEMORIAL GIFTS
"Instead of Flowers"

Dr. John G. Truitt

Christian Orphanage

Elon College, N. C.

Dear Dr. Truitt:

Please acknowledge the enclosed $ as a memorial gift

sent to the Christian Orphanage in lieu of flowers in memory of:

(Nameof Deceaied) (City) (Date of Death)

(Survivor to be Written) (Addreu)

Name

Address
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In Memoriam

WHITT.

Funeral rites for Mrs. Carrie T. Whitt,

71, of Oxford, N. C, widow of the late Joe

Y. Whitt, were conducted at 3 p. m.,

Wednesday, March 28, from Union Con-

gregational Cliristian Church, Virgilina. Dr.

David W. Shepherd, pastor, was assisted by
Rev. R. L. Beri-y, of Oxford. Burial was in

tlie Virgilina cemetery.

Mrs. Whitt was a daughter of Soloman

and Elizabeth Nelson Tuck.

Surviving are two daughters, Mrs. Irene

Breedlove, of Butner and Mrs. Bill Ivey, of

Mebane; six sons, William and Fenton
Whitt, of Mebane, and Howard, Hedrick,

Yearby and Henry all of Oxford; two sis-

ters, Mrs. Belle Murray, of Virgilina and
Mrs. Quiney Atkins of Leaksville. Also

surviving are 25 grandchildren, and six

great-gandcliildren.

Mrs. W. S. DANIEL.

NEWS OF ELON COLLEGE.
(Continued from page 7.)

Western N. 0. Conference:

Flint HDl $12.56

High Point, First 35.00

Virginia Valley Conference:

.Toppa $10.00
LinviUe 25.66

Mt. Olivet (R) 24.00

Newport 29.60

G78.90

Grand total $ 8,213.98

*****
Declaration of Purpose

Reverends Carl Wallace of Fay-

etteville, North Carolina and W. A.

Grissom of Windsor, Virginia gave

interesting addresses in connection

vpith the college's report to the Con-

vention urging the delegates present

that if their churches had not signed

their Declaration of Purpose to do so

as early as possible, that the $300,000

authorized by the Convention and ac-

cepted by the conferences might be

assured as early as possible, and that

all should be reminded that this is

not a college move independent of

the Convention, but the Convention

has requested that the churches ac-

cept their quotas, sign their Declara-

1 ion of Purpose and forward the same
to the college. Not only has this ac-

tion been authorized by the Conven-
tion, but it has been accepted by
every conference constituting the

Convention. When the Convention

makes a request of the College, it is

not considered optional, but binding

on the college. The college is always
glad to do its best to meet the re-

quirements of our Convention.

Carolina Hall—Declarations :

Name of Church Amount

Eastern N. C. Conference:

Auburn $ 759.50

Beginning Nov., 56; 5 years.

Antioch 451.50

Beginning April, 56; 5 years.

Damascus 465.50

Beginning Jan., 57; 5 years.

Hayes Chapel 362.25

Beginning Nov., 56; 5 years.

New Hope 1,048.25

Beginning 1956.

Hope Mills 414.75

Beginning Jan., 57; 5 years.

Rutaw Community 595.00

Beginning Jan., 56; 5 yeari.

Bethlehem 294.00

Beginning 1956; 5 years.

Clayton Christian 600.00
Beginning Jan., 57.

Henderion, First 2,308.00
Beginning Jan., 56; 5 years.

Mt. Auburn 1,120.00
Beginning Jan., 56; 5 years.

Martha's Chapel 297.00
Beginning 1956.

Cliurch of Wide Fellowship 2,289.00
Beginning Jan., 57; 5 years.

Beluah 1,137.50
Wake Chapel 4,079.25
Youngsville Christian 300.00

Total $16,913.50

N. C. and Va. Conference:

Pfafftown $ 463.75
Beginning Jan., 56; 5 years.

United 1,459.50
Beginning Oct., 56; 5 years.

Lakeview 218.75
Lebanon 939.75

Beginning Jan., 58; 10 years.
Beverly Hills 886.00

Beginning Nov., 56; 5 years.

Monticello 822.50
Beginning Aug., 56; 5 years.

Belews Creek 834.75
Beginning 1956; 5 years.

2io» 175.00
Beginning Jan., 1956; 5 years.

Burlington, First 10,000.00
Beginning Nov., 56; 5 years.

Church of the Covenant 175.00
Beginning Oct., 56; 5 years.

Shallow Ford 1,800.00
Beginning Oct., 56; 18 years.

Salem Chapel 740.00
Beginning Jan., 57; 5 years.

Mt. Zion 1,000.00
Beginning Jan., 56; 10 years.

Center 281.75
Beginning Sept., 56; 5 years.

Bethel 1,034.25
Beginning Jan., 1956; 5 years.

Greensboro, First 5,887.00
Beginning Oct., 56; 1956.

Union 1,500.00
Beginning Nov., 57; 10 years.

Personal 500.00

Haw River j 534.75
Beginning 1957; 5 years.

Total $30,252.75

Virginia Hall—Declarations

:

N. C. and Va. Conference

:

Ingram $ 1,748.25
Beginning Jan., 57; 8 years.

Total $ 1,748.25

Eastern Va. Conference:

Windsor $ 2,841.00

Beginning Oct., 56; 5 years.

Union 2,019.00

Beginning Jan., 56; 5 years.

Suffolk airistian '. 10,000.00

Beginning Oct., 1956; 5 years.

Total $14,860.00

Virginia Valley Conference:

Antioch $ 900.00

Beginning Jan., 57; 5 years.

I'.cthel 912.00

Beginning 1956; 10 years.

Ingram 1,748.25

Beginning Jan., 57; 8 years.

Total $ 3,560.25

'l^ital pledged, Carolina Hall . . $47,166.25
'I'otal pledged, Virginia Hall . . $18,420.25

Carolina Hall—Payments

:

N. C. and Va. Conference:
Zion $ 5.84

Betl'f^l 202.00

Mt. Zion 331.00

Monticello 35.00

New Hope 27.53

Pfactown 10.00

$ 6n.,S7

Eastern N. C. Conference:
Wake Cliapel ; $500.00

$ 500.00

$ 1,111.37

Virginia Hall—Payments :

Virginia Valley Conference:
Bethlehem $ 75.00

Bethel 18.02

• $ 93.02
Eastern Va. Conference:

Franklin $500.00
Johnson's Grove 200.00

$ 700.00

$ 793.02

GENERAL COUNCLI MEETING,
(Continued from paue 10.)

Country House, 115 & Dodge,
single $6.00, double $7.00.

Hansen's, 130 & Dodge, double

$6.00, 4 persons $8.00.

Motel 75, 7915 Fort Crook Road
(South), single $6.00, double $8.00,

4 persons $10.00.

Three 11, 126 & Do.l-e, double

16.00.

Council Bluffs MoTiiLS.

Park Tei-raee, 3809 W. Proadway,
single $5.50, double $7.50, 4 persons

$10.50.

Comet Motel, So. Omaha Bridge
Road, single $5.00, double $6.00, 4
persons $10.00.

Grove, So. Omaha Bridge Road,
Rt. 1, single $5.00 double .f7.00, 4

persons $8.00.

lowana. Highway 6 (East), single

$4.00, double $5.00, 4 persons $7.00.

Terry, 2724 N. Broadway, single

$5.00, double $8.00, 4 persons $10.00.

Willows Motel, So. Omaha Bridge
Road, Highway 275, single $6.00,

double $8.00, 4 persons $10.00.
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Come to

Moonelon Conference Center
FOR AN EXPERIENCE IN CHRISTIAN LIVING THROUGH

WORSHIP, STUDY, RECREATION FUN, FELLOWSHIP

JUNE 3- 9 STUDENT SUMMER SERVICE TRAINING SESSIONS

JUNE 10-16 SENIOR HIGH
SENIOR HIGH camps are for young people who are

15, 16, 17 years old or who are in senior high school.

JUNE 17-23 MUSIC - RELIGIOUS DRAMA
THE MUSIC-DRAMA camp is designed for persons in

churches who are responsible for music direction and

for those responsible for special programs requiring re-

ligious drama.

JUNE 24-27 JUNIOR (Short Camp)

JUNIOR camps are for boys and girls who are 9, 10 11

years old or who will be in grades 4. 5, 6 next year.

JUNE 27-30 JUNIOR (Short Camp)

JULY 1- 7 JUNIOR HIGH
JUNIOR HIGH camps, are for young people who are

12, 13, 14 years old, or who will be in grades 7, 8, or

9 next year.

JULY 8-14 JUNIOR HIGH
JULY 22-28 SENIOR HIGH
JULY 29-AUG. 4 JUNIOR
AUG. 5-11 JUNIOR HIGH
AUG. 12-18 CHURCH SCHOOL OFFICERS AND TEACHERS

OFFICERS' AND TEACHU.RS" camp is for persons

who teach, or prospective teachers in church school.

AUG. 19-25 GOLDEN YEARS CONFERENCE
THE GOLDEN YEARS conference is for those m our

churches who are 60 years of age and older.

AUG. 26-SEPT. 1 PLANNING AND TRAINING
PLANNING AND TRAINING conference is for ofH-

cers of local youth groups to plan for the next biennium.

MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION
MOONELON, OUR CONFERENCE CENTER: Moonelon is located on

Route 100, approximately one-half mile west of Elon College.

COST: The cost of each of these camps of one week's duration will be

$15.00. This amount covers room, board, craft materials, and insur-

ance. The cost of the short junior camps will be $8.00 per camper,

WHAT TO BRING: Bible, notebook, pencil, flashlight, sheets, blanket,

pillow, towels, toilet articles, bathing suit, camp clothes, overshoes, an

extra pair of shoes, camera, and musical instruments.

ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE: Each camp will begin with registration

at 4:00 p.m., on date specified on schedule. Each camp will end im-

mediately following breakfast on the last date of camp. Campers are

asked to bring a picnic supper for the first night. Drinks furnished.

(Write Rev. J. S. Graves, Box 336, Blon College, N. C, for Registration Blank.)
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The Christian Sun

We extend our congratulations to

Mr. Luther Byrd of the Elon College

faculty for the outstanding publicity

work done in connection with the

meeting of the Centennial Session of

the Southern Convention, as evidenc-

ed by the reprints from newspapers

in this issue of The Christian Sun.

Mr. Byrd Avas chairman of the Con-

vention Press Committee.

Dr. Buschmeyer to Visit

Eastern Virginia

Dr. Fred S. Bushmeyer will ad-

dress the combined adult church Sun-

day school classes of the Franklin,

Va. church on Sunday, May 20, and

give the sermon at the 11 :00 a. m.

worship .service.

At 4 :30 p. m., he and Mrs. Busch-

meyer will be guests of honor at an

informal tea, in the home of Mrs.

James Irving Beale, Jr., to which the

members of the Board of Deacons

and other major officers of the church,

their wives and husbands will be in-

vited.

At 8:00 p. m. on this date. Dr.

Buschmeyer will speak at a special

service for youth at the Eosemont

Congregational Christian Church in

South Norfolk, to which representa-

tives from the 45 Congregational

Christian Churches of Eestern Vir-

ginia are invited.

At 10:30 a. m. on May 21, he will

address the Congregational Christian

ministers of this area, meeting at the

Phyllis Wheatley Y. W. C. A., 927

Parke Avenue, Norfolk, Virginia.

Biographical Data

Fred S. Buschmeyer was born in

Carpinteria, California on October

22, 1899. He attended public schools

in Los Angeles, California and the

University of Southern California.

In 1925 he received a Bachelor of Re-

ligious Education from Boston Uni-

versity and in 1927 the degree of

Bachelor of Sacred Theology from

the same school. He was given an

honorary Litt. D. from the Universi-

ty of New Hampshire in 1987 and

also has a D. D. from the Pacific

School of Religion.

On July 1, 1955, Dr. Buschmeyer

became acting minister of the Gen-

eral Council of the Congregational

Christian Churches. He assumed the

duties of Dr. Douglas Horton, newly

appointed dean of Harvard Divinity

School and former minister of the

General Council. Dr. Buschmeyer
will serve in this post until July 1,

1956, when the General Council will

meet in biennial session and elect a

permanent successor to Dr. Horton.

Dr. Buschmeyer came to the Gen-

eral Council offices in 1949 as Direc-

tor of the Department of tlie Minis-

try and Associate Minister of the

DR. FRED S. BUSHMEYER

General Council. He was responsi-

ble for keeping in touch with all Con-

gregational Christian seminaries, both

faculty and students, all Conference

Committees on the Ministry and for

devising recruiting materials. Dr.

Buschmeyer continues to handle these

matters as well as his duties as act-

ing minister.

In addition to his duties for the

('ongregational Christian Churches,

(Continued on page 13.)

Established 1844 by Rev, Daniel W. Kerr

A Religious Weekly for the Home, devoted
to the interest of the Kingdom as represent-

ed by the Congregational Christian Churches.

Our Principles

1. The Lord Jesus Christ is the only Head
of the Church.

2. Christian is a sufficient name for the
Church.

3. The Bible is a sufficient rule of faith

and practice.

4. Christian character is a sufficient test

of fellowship and cliurch membership.
5. The right of private judgement and

liberty of conscience is a privilege that
should be accorded to and exercised by all.

EDITORAL STAFF
Editor S. 0. Harrell
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ISlews from the Churches .

Dr. Helfenstein Resigns Richmond

Pastorate

Rev. Roy C. Helfenstein, M. A., D.

D., pastor of the First Congregation-

al Christian Church, Richmond, Va.,

has announced his retirement from

Pastoral Services to take effect the

last Sunday in June. He began his

pastorate here, December 1, 1949, as

successor to the late Dr. Robert Lee

House a long-time friend of Dr. Helf-

enstein.

Since graduating froDi Yale Divini-

ty School, Dr. Helfenstein 's pastor-

ates have been, Urbana, Illinois, 1 914 -

1920; Dover, Delaware, 1920-1938;

Mason City, Iowa, 1938-1949; Rich-

mond, Virginia, 1949-1956.

He had planned to retire from

Pastoral Work one year ago last De-

cember, but the local Church Board

prevailed upon him to continue un-

til the end of this Church Year. Dur-

ing his Richmond pastorate the or-

ganizational life of the church has

been perceptibly strengthened, thi^

spirit of the congregation encourag-

ingly quickened, a new constitution

formulated and adopted, extensive

improvomonts have been made upon

the church property, including beau-

tifying the commodious church plant

and grounds, providing and equip-

ping an attractive, serviceable Fel-

lowship Hall for social activities of

the Young Peoples Group, and of

other groups within the church. Early

in the present pastorate the church

grounds were landscoped and various

needed improvements made on the

Educational Building of the church.

New denominational hymnals, a new-

marble Baptismal Font, and numer-

ous items of equipment to enrich the

Worship Program of the church have

been procured as fitting memorials.

Last summer the sanctuary, foyer

and hallways of the church were at-

tractively redecorated according to

the direction of a Graduate Interior

Decorator.

Dr. Helfenstein has been a member
of the Commission on Evangelism of

the Federal Council of Churches and
the National Council of Churches for

more than twenty years.

The following data concerning Dr.

Helfenstein is taken from Who's ^Vho
in the Clergy, a national interdenomi-

national publication, "Born in Fair-

field, Iowa, 1885. Received B. A. de-

gree from Des IMoines College in

1910; Yale University M. A and B.

D. in 1913; graduate student Uni-

versity of Edinburgh, Scotland 1913-

1914; Defiance College, Ohio, D. D.

1917. Interchange preacher to Eng-

land, Scotland, and Holland 1928

and 1935. Member American Uni-

versitj^ Seminar to Palestine 1932.

Lecturer at Young Peoples' Summer
Conferences in various states. Mem-
ber 'Alpha Chi Rho' University Fra-

ternity, and 'Pi Gamma Mu' Social

Science Honor Society."

During Dr. Helfenstein 's Rich-

mond pastorate he has enthusiastical-

DR. ROY C. HELFENSTEIN

ly cooperated in Inter-Chnrch acti-

vities in city and state work. He has

received one hundred and sixteen

new members into the local church,

the majority of whom united by
"Confession of Faith"—twenty-four

of whom united during this Confer-

ence Year.

Tlie Helfenstein 's plan to make

their residence at " Ormond-By-The-

Sea" in Florida where they liavo a

new home which they built three

years ago. Their plan is to make
Florida their place of residence, liv-

ing in Florida during the winter

months and occupying their Ocean

Beach Cottage on Fenwick Island,

Deleware, during the summer months

where they have spent their summer
vacations since 1932.

In presenting his resignation to the

congregation following his Mother's

Day Sermon, Dr. Helfenstein paid

higli tribute to the city of Richmond
as being one of the most delig'htfull}'

interesting and attractive cities to live

in to be found in America of the world

for that matter. He also paid en-

thusiastic tribute to the members and
ofQeers of the Richmond church for

their high ideals of churehmanship,

their breadth of mind, their spirit of

fraternity, their genial and inspiring

cooperation in every phase of the

work—thereby making it easy as he

stated to understand why the con-

gregation has won the reputation of

being an unusually active and friend-

ly group.

Dr. Helfenstein stated that while

he was retiring from active pastoral

service he was not retiring from min-

isterial service as his dedication to

the Christian ministry was for life.

Report from Southern Convention

Laymen's Rally

Dear Laymen

:

Yonr Moouelon Finance Commit-
tee chairman's rcix)rt to tlie South-

ern Convention Laymen's Rally at

Pleasant Grove School on May 2 was
in accordance with committee in-

structions. Briefly and bluntly, it

A\'as,
'

' w e do not have enough money
to meet our payments and we have

never had enough."
Tile quota system for jMoonelon

Bnildnig Fund Debt Financing was
]U'oi)osed at the Convention Rally,

and was adopted by that group. The
laymen present were immediately

notified that some time would be re-

quired to prepare quotas and notify

cluirches of their respective quotas.

Volunteer pledges of early funds to

apply 0)1 future quotas, but to be re-

ceived in time to meet our July pay-

ment, were requested.

Several questions were asked con-

cerjiing' the duration of the quotas

and the total amount. I made the

announcement that quotas would
total the $35,000 debt, plus interest,

and would be based on either a two
or three-year plan, depending upon
co]nmittee action after seeing the size

of the quotas as determined by the

Convention Office quota formula.

For your information, cash now on
hand, something over $200, will be

forwarded to the Convention Office in

the very near future, and tliis togeth-

er with a $280 clieck handed in sever-

al weeks ago, should cover tlie short-

age on our last note payment.
Your cooperation is requested in

your respective areas to do all possible

to interest churches in the Moouelon
Financing campaign in order to get

in hand sufficient money to make our

(Continued on page 15.)
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Editorial . . .

The Birthday of the Church
Pentecost comes this year on Sunday, May 20th.

Somesone has said that Pentecost is the forgotten

Christian festival. It should be one of tlie most

significant days in the church calendar. The Chris-

tian Church was born on Pentecost.

Pentecost was the final step in Christ's revela-

tion of God's purpose for the salvation of mankind.

Christ had revealed the Spirit and will of God in

the words which he had spoken and the mighty

works which he had done. He manifested the sac-

rificial love of God when he died upon the cross.

God's infinite power raised Christ from the dead.

In order that the disciples might fulfill the mission

to which Christ had appointed them, they must be

established in the faith that the power which they

had seen in Christ would work in their own lives

to accomplish what Jesus had begun.

Jesus also said, "When the Spirit of truth comes,

he will guide you into all the tmth, for he will not

speak on his own authority, but" whatever he hears

he will speak, and he will declare to you the things

that are to come." This promise of Jesus was glori-

ously fulfilled "when the day of Pentecost was

come."

Another saying of Jesus should also be kept in

mind: "And while staying with them he charged

them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for

the promise of the Father, which he said, 'you heard

from mc, for John baptized with water, but before

We Venture
The Southern Convention Blue Book contains

some very interesting reading. The file of Blue

Books and Annuals will be invaluable source mater-

ial for future church historians.

The Report of the Convention Survey Commit-

tee presented at the recent session should be studied

carefully by every one of our church leaders. We
quote from the section on Elon College a paragraph

from Article IX, Church and Public Relations.

"In the past die churches have not made use

as they could and should have of the various groups

from the college that could visit the churches. On
the other hand, the college has not been particularly

alert to the possibilities of making use of small

groups in music, dramatics, etc., in the churches and
at club and organization meetings. The churches

should remember that the college can send its rep-

resentatives into the churches only at their invita-

tions."

many days you shall be baptized with the Holy
Spirit'." It is reported of die disciples, that after the

Ascension, "All these with one accord devoted them-

selves to prayer, together with the women and Mary
the mother of Jesus, and with his brothers."

If the Church is failing at any point to empha-
size the fundamentals upon which Christianity is

based, it is concerning the part of the Holy Spirit

in carrying the gospel to all the earth. The litde

company in the Upper Room at Jerusalem could

not so easily forget the injunction of Jesus. It had
been so recently spoken. The number was so few.

They were poor in the riches of this world. They
remembered die hatred that had crucified their

Master. It was natural for them to be timid until

they were keenly conscious of the presence of the

Holy Spirit.

The Church today, after nineteen hundred
years of growtli, faces an entirely different situation

than that which confronted the disciples at the be-

ginning of the Church's life. Evil still abounds in

all the earth, but Christian churches have been estab-

lished in almost every land. The Church has posi-

tion prestige and power. Millions of men and wo-
men profess their allegiance to the Church of Christ;

filled with the Holy Spirit, there are no bounds to

what can be accomplished by them; without the
Holy Spirit, they are as a sounding brass or tink-

ling cymbal.

a Suggestion
The Elon College Choir and the Elon Singers

have been the best advertisement that any liberal

arts college could possibly send out. For any church

to hear them is a delight and an inspiration.

The suggestion that a similar use of dramatics

be m.ade is excellent. Elon College has had a very

btrong Department of Dramatics for a number of

years. But its work is well known only by the peo-

ple in the immediate vicinity of the College.

We venture to suggest that the Elon Dramatics

Department can make a valuable contribution to

our churches by giving religious plays and pageants

based upon the Bible. It has long been our convic-

tion that the drama is a medium of expression and
interpretation that should be used much more wide-

ly in churches. It will not be difficult to secure or

to write religious plays that can be given by a small

cast. Many of our churches have suitable facilities

for their presentation.
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Newspaper Comments on Centennial Session

of the Southern Convention
Delegates from 200 Churches

Begin Centennial Convention

Church delegates from nearly 200

churches all over North Carolina and

Virginia assembled at historic Union

Ridge Church this afternoon for the

opening session, the centennial meet-

ing of the Southern Convention of

Congregational Christia]i Churches.

It was an historic occasion when

IJev. Kenneth Register, pastor of the

TTnion Ridge Church.

The governors of both North Caro-

lina and Virginia sent greetings to

the assembled church folk, with Thad
Eure, North Carolina's secretary of

state, representing Governor Luther

Hodges, and Parke C. Brinkley, Vir-

ginia's commissioner of agriculture,

representing Governor Thomas P.

Stanley.

Other afternoon features included

historical addresses on the work of

the Southern Convention by Supt.

Scott and Supt. J. Taylor Stanley.

A fellowship supper at 6 o'clock to-

night will have Dr. Henry B. Robin-

son as toastmaster, with brief talks

by Dr. J. Earl Danieley of Elon Col-

lege, for the Laymen's Fellowship;

and by ]\Irs. F. C. Lester of Asheboro,

for the Women's Fellowship. Also

Back row: F. C.

H. E. Robinson.

the Southern Convention gathered

once more at the same site where

its organizational meeting took place

just 100 years ago, and many of to-

day's delegates were direct decend-

ants of those Christian leaders that

met here in 1856 to organize the Con-

vention and set off a movement which

has played a significant part in the

history of two states.

Dr. Jesse H. Dollar of Newport

News, Va., a former pastor of the

Elon College Community Church,

presided over the opening session this

afternoon as president of the Conven-

tion. The invocation prayer was hy

Rev. Emory M. Cariter of Youngsville,

with a welaome the delegates from

New President Receives Gavel

Lester, Fred P. Register John S. Graves,

Front row: Jesse H. Dollar, Martin T.

Lightbourne, Jr.

Dr. Albert Buckner Coe of Boston,

moderator of the General Council of

Congregational Christian Churces,

delivered the keynote address for this

afternoon's opening session, speaking

on "Our Mission in the World."
Other features this afternoon in-

eluded routine reports by Convention

officials, including Dr. Henry Robin-

sou of Bui'lington, convention secre-

tary; Dr. William T. Scott of Elon

College, Convention superintendent

;

and Walter L. Cooper of Burlington,

Convention treasurer. Mrs. William

E. Wisseman of Greensboro, reported

for the Mission Board, and Rev. Jas.

TL Liglitbourn':" of Holland, Va., re-

ported for the Finance Committee.

William T. Scott,

Garren, James H.

at that time Dr. H. A. Fesperman of

Salisbury, and Dr. F. C. Lester of

Asheboro, will speak on the forth-

coming union of the Congregational

Christian and Evangelical and Re-

formed groups.

Outstanding feature of tonight's

meeting will be the presentation at

8 o'clock by the cooperating depart-

ments of dramatics and music of Elon

College of a pageant, "An Epic of

American Christianity," which is to

portray in pantomime and music the

history of the Congregational Chris-

tian Churches and of the Suothern

Convention. This pageant is to be

under the joint direction of Prof. M.

E. Wooten, Prof. John Westmore-
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land and Prof. Fletcher Moore, all of

the Elon College faculty.

The Convention meeting will con-

tinue with three sessions tomorrow,

with a morning meeting to open at

9:15 o'clock, an afternoon session

starting at 2 o'clock, two banquet

meetings at 6 o'clock tomorrow night

and a night session at 8 o 'clock.

The program for tomorrow follows :

Morning Session.

9 :15 Hymn, Invocation, Rev. Wm.
T. Scott, Jr., Durham ; 9 :20, Business

Session for action on Tuesday reports
;

9 :50, Finance Committee for final

action on report; 10:10, Survey Com-
mittee, Eev. George D. Alley, chair-

man ; 10 :30, Board of Publications,

chairman. Rev. W. W. Snyder, Burl-

ington; Editor The Christian S'un.

D. Stanley C. Harrell, Durham,
Managing Editor, John T. Kernodle,

Richmond, Va.
; 11, Hospitality Hour

;

n :30, Worship, Address, •'What is

a Church?" Dr. James E. Wagner,
Philadelphia, Pr., President of the

Evangelical and Reformed Church

;

12 :30, Recess for Lunch.

Afternoon Session.

2:00, Hymn, Invocation, Rev. H.

Winfred Bray, Randleman, N. C.

;

Rural Church Committee, Rev. James
H. Lightbourne, Jr., chairman, Re-

port of Institutions; 2:10, Elon Col-

lege, President Leon Edgar Smith ;

2 :40, Christian Orphanage, Supt.

John C. Truitt ; 3 :00, Board of Chris-

tian Education ; Chairman Rev. Wm.
J. Andes, Elon College

;
Secretary,

Rev. John S. Graves; Pilgrim Fel-

lowship, Moonelon; 3:25, Ministerial

Scholarship and Loan Fund, Dr. John
G. Truitt, chairman, Stewardship and
Evangelism ; Committee on Evanare-

lism. Dr. W. C. Timmons, chairman;

Secretary of Stewardship and Evan-
gelism, Rev. Fred P. Reo'ister; 4:00,

Business Session : Nominations and
Elections, Rev. W. W. Snyder, chair-

man, miscellaneous business, benedic-

tion. Dr. W. T. Wiseman, recess of

Afternoon Session; fi :00, Banquets;
Laymen's Fellowship (Pleasant Grove
School) — Speaker, Dr. James E.

Wagner; "Holding the World To-

gether;" Women's Fellowship fUnion
Ridge Church), Speaker, Dr. Albert

Buckner Coe, "Word Pictures of our
Churches from Boston to Burlington
to Hawaii."

—

The Burlington Daily
TimeS'Netvs, May 1, 1956.

*****
Denominations' Leaders Speak

The more than 300 delegates at-

tending the centenial meeting of the

Congregational Christian Church's

Southern Convention here were told

late this morning that "in our day
we are beginning to appreciate anew
the way in which each separate de-

nomination has contributed to the

varied riches of our total understand-

ing of Christ and our eommoii witness

to the Gospel."

Principla speaker for the morning
session of the three-day meeting that

opened yesterday afternoon at Union

Ridge Church was Dr. Jame E. Wag-
ner of Philadelphia, Pa., president of

the Evengelical and Reformed Church

which will join the Congregational

Christian denomination in June of

next year to become the United

Church of Christ.

Dr. Wagner, speaking on '

' Wiiat

Is A Church?" also said that "the

question of the nature of the church

is one of the basic questions with

which we have had to wrestle in ne-

gotiating for the union. Our confu-

sion is most apt to arise when we at-

tempt to describe the nature of the

church in ecclesiastic and theological

jargon, but when we talk about the

church in a conversation between sev-

eral Christians or in the kind of a

sermon which a pastor would preach

before his congregation, we are more
likely to find that we are both think-

ing substantially the same things.''

Delegates here are from the 203

churches in the convention, located in

North Carolina and Virginia.

Dr. Wagner Avill be speaker again

tonight to the Laymen's FelloAvship

of the convention at 6 o'clock, to be

held at Pleasant Grove School, while

Dr. Albert Buckner Coe of Boston,

Mass., moderator of the General

Council of Congregational Christian

Churches, will address the Women's
Fellowship at the local churcli at the

same hour.

Dr. Coe also will deliver the ser-

mon at tonight's service starting at

8 o'clock, using "We Are Guardians

and Witnesses of the Faith," as his

topic. Music tonight will be by tlic

Elon College Choir, Avith Prof. John

Westmoreland as director and Prof.

Fletcher Moore as accompanist.

Dr. Wagner, this morning, pointed

out that "In our time we have had

the blessed experience of realizing

afresh a sense of our 'oneness in

Christ' in spite ot onr 'disunity as

churches,' and we all rejoice in the

bonds which bind us together in such

ecumenical agencies as the National

Council of Churches and the World
Council of Churches."

He said that fellowship of the

church overflowes all the boundaries

of time and space. It reaches back

into history, it reaches oat to the

boundaries of the earth, and it reach-

es up to give the presence of God, he

said.

Dr. Coe Speaks.

Dr. Wagner followed, as a major

speaker, Dr. Coe, who addressed the

convention at its opening session yes-

terday afternoon, saying that only

with "a new spirituality" can people

today meet the world of science and

the movement of the masses.

The human spirit, he said, grew up
in a si}nple world, far different from

the one today.

He told the delegates that one of

the achievements in progress through

his denomination has been the ability

to change by its membership without

losing freedom, autonomy, and faith.

He said this has been one of the mark-

ed characteristics of the denomina-

tion from the beginning and would be

one of its strong factors in the future.

In the new world of science and

mass movement of the masses. Dr.

Coe said that "avc live in a Avorld

which Avill heal, yet it is fraught v/ith

cruelness and danger. It is a small

Avorld noAV.

"We, as a denomination, have

something to give this world. We
have faith, freedom, a felloAvship, and
ability to change. Yet tlie biggest

contributions we can give is Jesus

Christ. We have a faith in Christ,

and that is our mission.
'

'

Also appearing on yesterday after-

noon's program were N. C. Secretary

of State Thad Eure, representing

Governor Hodges ; Parke C. Brinlcley,

commissioner of agriculture in Vir-

ginia, representing Virginia's Gover-

nor Stanley; and Supt J. Taylor

Stanley of Greensboro, head of the

Convention of the South, the denomi-

nation's Negro convention.

Dr. Jesse H. Dollar of NcAvport

News, Va., president, is presiding at

the sessions.

Memlers Honored.

The Convention honored 10 of its

members for long and outstanding

service with citations and certificates,

presented at a FelloAvship supper at

6 o'clock last night in the social hall

of tlie irnion Ridge Church. Dr.

Henry E. Robinson of Burlington,

presided for the supper, which at-

tracted about 350 guests.

Those receiving the citations and

certificates, listed in alphabetical or-

der, included W. J. Ballentine of

Fuquay Springs, lay leader and busi-

ness man, long an officer in the East-

ern North Carolina Conference; Rev.

(Continued on page 8.)
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News of Elon College
President L. E. Smith, Elon College, N. C.

Sixty-Sixth Annual Commencement

at Elon College

The Elon College commencement

exercises will begin on the campus

Friday evening at 8 :30 o 'clock. A
reception will be given by the alumni

honoring the graduating class of

1956. The graduating class is the

largest in recent years. Plans are

being made to receive a large number

of returning graduates and former

students. The exercises will be held

in the Alumni Memorial Gymnasium.

On May 26th, class reunion break-

fasts will be served in the Society

Hall, Alamance Building, third floor.

A picnic luncheon served on South

campus at 12:30 p. m. The annual

business meeting will be held in AVhit-

ley Auditorium at 2:00 o'clock fol-

lowing which time all visitors will be

given the privilege of touring Vir-

ginia and Carolina Halls and the

campus in general. At 4:45 there

will be a band concert on the campus

given by the Elon College Band with

Professor Dewey Stowers directing.

At 5 :15 o'clock an open house will be

held in the McEwen Memorial Dining

Hall honoring the family of the hite -T.

H. IMcEwen. The aniiual alumni ban-

quet is to be held in the Social Hall of

the I\IcEwen Memorial Dining Hall at

6:00 p. m. Dr. John Robert Ker-

nodle, 1936, will be the speaker.

Immediately following the banquet,

"The Tempest" by William Shake-

speare, will be presented by the Elon

College players. The public in gen-

eral is invited to this performance.

Sunday, May 27th, is baccalaureate

day, preacher for the occasion, Dr.

John Alexander Mackay, President

of Princeton Theological Seminary.

Dr. Mackay is one of the most popu-

lar and sought for speakers on reli-

gious topics in this country. It will

be a privilege to welcome him to our

cam.pus and an apportunity for you

to hear him.

Vesper Recital, Whitley Auditor-

ium at 4:00 o'clock by the Music De-

partment of Elon College. Oratorio,

Requiem, Faure at 8:30 o'clock p.

m. by the Elon College Festival

Chorus. Special music will be furn-

ished on all occasions by the Music

Department of Elon College.

Monday, May 28th, is graduation

day, ceremonies in Whitley Aviditor-

lum bej^injiiBg prorrjptly at ]() :30

o'clock a. m. The address will be de-

livered by Dr. Walter H. Judd, U. S.

Coi]gressman from Minnesota. A
.special luncheon Avill be served to the

honored guest, members of the Board
of Trustees and their \vives at 12:00

noon in the Social Hall of the ]Mc-

Ewen ^Memorial Dining Hall.

This is a cordial and earnest invi-

tation to churchmen, all alumni, and
all friends far and near to attend

these exercises.

*****
Apportionment Giving

It is encouraging when you have

the same obligations to be met from

the same sources by the same people

to find that you are succeeding bet-

ter than in previous years. The con-

tributions according to reports from

the churches and Sunday schools an-

nouncing contributions for the col-

lege on conference apportionments

for this conference year is consider-

able more than in any previous year.

This is most helpful and appreciated.

The college's needs seem to multi-

ply and increase with every passing

month. In all of my experiences at

Elon College, I have not seen the

needs so great as they are today and,

of course, it takes more money to

meet these needs than in previous

months. The needs must be met when
they come due. Creditors do not

want to wait for payments, and if

payments are delayed they know how
to send statements and put the pres-

sure on.

We have a good report this week.

Some of our larger churches sent

larger amounts than usual. An in-

creased number of contributions from

smaller congregations is included in

this report. One is encouraged to go

forward to meet increased responsi-

bilities when he realizes that there

are interested supporters who con-

stantly send their contributions and

add to his encouragem.ent.

Previously reported $ 8,213.98

Eastern N. C. Conference:

Hope Mills $ 3.75

Eastern Va. Conference:

iSewport News 27.66

Cliristian Temple 301.00

8helton Memorial 3.00

Suffolk 75.06

N. C. and Va. Conference:

Apple's Chapel $ 23.00

Burlington, First 132.25

Greensboro, First 47.70

Happy Home , , , , , 80.80

Page Seven

Ingram 100.00

Pleasant Grove 30.00

Shallow Ford 37.00

Western N. C. Conference:

Asheboro $ 180.00

Liberty 85.00

Pleasant Union 15.00

Seagrove 7.50

Virginia Valley Conference:

Winchester $ 10.00

Total $ 1,098.72

Grand total $ 9,312.70

*****
Declaration of Purpose

We all realize Avhen a report of any
''haracter that depends on the action

of the entire membership of a local

church matters of necessily are de-

layed. Particularly is this true Avhen

there may be differences of opinion

among the membership of the local

church regarding the responsibility

created by the action of the Southern
Convention of Congregational Chris-

tian Churches and approved by all

five local conferences. We all realize

that a local church has the final deci-

sion as to what it may do Avith its re-

sponsibility in the erection of new
dormitories on our college campus,

but when both the Convention and the

conferences take favorable action Ave

do have a conscience about co-operat-

ing in an effort to comply with the

request of our official bodies. These

bodies are representative and their

decisions require careful and prayer-

ful consideration on the part of the

local churches constituting these two

official bodies.

The pro-ratta share of any local

cluirch in the Convention is not ex-

cessive and not beyond the local

church's ability. These suggested

goals have been determined by the

church's accustomed abilities to meet

its obligations to local conference and
convention wide. I am sure that our

churches intend to do their share and
that they will in time.

Carolina Hall—Declarations :

Name of Church Amount

Eastern N. C. Conference

:

Auburn $ 759.50

Beginning Nov., 56; 5 years.

Antioch 451.50

Beginning April, 56; 5 years.

Damascus 465.50

Beginning Jan., 57; 5 years.

Hayes Chapel 362.25

Beginning Nov., 56 ; 5 years.

New Hope , 1,048.25

Beginning 1956.

Hope Mills 414.75

Beginning Jan., 57; 5 years.

Eutaw Community 595.00

Beginning Jan., 56; 5 yeari.

Bethlehem 294.00

Beginning 1956; 5 years.

(Continued on page 15.)
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NEWSPAPER COMMENTS ON
CENTENNIAL SESSION.

(Continued from page 6.)

Emory M. Carter of Youngsville, who
has served 55 years in the pastorate

and held numerous conference and

convention posts ; Mrs. James L. Fos-

ter of Elon College, who with her

husband rendered outstanding serv-

ice to the Elon Christian Orphanage

;

Dr. Howard S. Hardcastle of Chucka-

tuck, Va., veteran pastor, writer of

Sunday School literature and Con-

vention official; Dr. Stanley C. Har-

rell of Durham, veteran of many
years as a minister, convention official

and editor of The Christian Sun ;

•John T. Kernodle, of Richmond, Va.,

for 34 years the publisher of The
Christian Sun; Mrs. Mamie Holland

Leathers of Suffolk, Va., women's

leader who served 15 years as treas-

urer of the Women's Convention.

Rev. 0. D. Poythress of South Nor-

folk, Va., veteran pastor, outstanding

evangelist and leader in church music
;

Dr. Leon E. Smith of Elon College,

veteran of 50 years in the ministry,

a quarter of a century as president

of Elon College and holder of con-

ference and convention offices; and

Caleb D. West of Newport Ncavs, Va .

lay leader and trustee of the Chris-

tian Orphanage since its founding.

An overflow crowd at the night

session witnessed the presentation by
the combined dramatic and music de-

partments of Elon College of a pag-

eant, entitled "An Epic in American
Christianity," which portrayed in

pantomine and music the story of the

Congregational Christian Chureli

and of the Southern Convention.

The story, told by Larry Barnes,

Elon student of Portsmouth, Va.,

who served as narrator, introduced

in pantomine such denominational

leaders as Rev. James 0 'Kelly, the

"White Pilgrim," Rev. Daniel W.
Kerr, Rev. William B. Wellon, Dr.

William S. Long and many others

who contributed so much to Chris-

tianity in this area. — Burlingiov

Times-Neivs, May 2, 1956.

*****
Convention Gives Final Decisions

On Expansion at Morning Session

Decisions aimed at hroadcniiig the

scope of the Southern Convention of

Congregational Christian Churches
and improvement of its program and
facilities were made this morning in

a major business session of the cen-

tenial meeting being held at Union
Ridge Church.

Reports were adopted from the

ExecutiA'e Board, presented by Dr.

Henry Robinson of Burlington; from

Supt. William T. Scott of Elon Col-

lege, the treasurer's report submitted

by Walter L. Cooper of Burlington,

yesterday afternoon ; the Mission

Board Committee report submitted

yesterday by Mrs. William E. Wise-

man of Greensboro, and the second

reading of the report from the Fi-

nance Committee, submitted by Rev.

James H. Lightbourne, Jr., of Hol-

land, Va.

The convention approved a recom-

mendation which will increase the ap-

portionment of each church by ap-

proximately 10 per cent, and also re-

cemmended that churches Avith full-

time pastors pay a minimum of $4,-

000 to the minister with parsonage.

There has been no minimum salary

held by the individual churches in the

past.

The salary recommendation was a

part of Supt. Scott's recommenda-
tions. Others from his report which

receiA'ed approval included

:

That each church be urged to en-

roll as many in Sunday School as

there are members in the church

;

that the convention call upon homes
and schools to recruit at least 30 can-

didates for the Christian ministry

during the comhig biennium; that the

$2,500,000 campaign for Elon Col-

lege be extended to June 1, 1957;

that each church be requested to have

at least half its families as subscrib-

ers to The Christian Sun, the con-

vention's official newspaper; that an

attempt be made to organize at least

10 new churches in the convention in

the 1956-58 biennium.

Dr. Scott reported that tliere are

now 35,759 members in the conven-

tion.

In the Finance Committee's report,

the convention approved recommen-
dations that related to continued and
expanded support to Elon Christian

Orphanage, Elon College, missions

board, and institutions, and other

agencies affiliated with the denomina-
tion and under the convention.

Reports were to be made this after-

noon on Elon College, by Dr. Leon
B. Smith, president; Christian Or-

phanage, by Dr. John G. Truitt, sup-

erintendent ; the Boards of Christian

Education by Chairman W. J. Andes
and Secretary John S. Graves, both

of Elon College; and a business ses-

sion, including the nomination of of-

ficers by Chairman W. W. Snyder of

Burlington, chairman of the Nomi-
nating Committee. Also heard this

afternoon was a report on the Min-

isterial Scholarship and Loan Fund
by Dr. Truitt, its chairman.

Dr. James A. Wagner will address

the laymen's Fellowship at Pleasant

Grove School, on "Holding the World
Together," and Dr. Albert B. Coe

will speak to the Women's FelloAv-

ship on "Word Pictures of Our
Churches from Boston to Burlington

to Hawaii" at Union Ridge Church,

both at 6 o'clock tonight.

The sermon tonight will be by Dr.

Coe, speaking on "We are Guardians

and witnesses of the Faith."

Reports will constitute the major-

ity portion of tomorroAV morning's

session, leading to the morning ser-

mon, "The Gospel of Our Day," by

Rev. Frank H. Hamilton of Norfolk,

Va. This will be followed by Holy
Communion and adjournment.

—

The
BurU7igton Times-News, May 2, 1956.

*****
Congregational Christian Meeting

Comes to Close

Church delegates from throughout

North Carolina and Virginia turned

liomeward this afternoon, following

the close at noon of the centenial

meeting of the Southern Convention

of Congregational Christian Churches

which has been in session since Tues-

day at the Union Ridge Church.

Representatives of more than 200

churches in the two states, acting

upon final committee reports submit-

ted this morning, voted to omit from

the report of the Social Action Com-
mittee a section that reaffirmed a Con-

vention stand two years ago on the

segregation issue. Another vote that

followed, however, failed to repeal

the Convention's 1954 action, which

recommended that the Supreme Court

decision "be accepted in good faith."

Acting upon reports submitted

yesterday, the Convention approved

the biennial reports concering the

operation of Elon College and the

Christian Orphanage at Elon College.

Approval was also given to reports

submitted this morning upon Con-

vention credentials, memoirs and re-

solutions. The latter report expres-

sed appreciation to the members of

the host church at Union Ridge and

to leaders of the Convention for the

smooth manner in which the three-

day gathering was conducted.

Rev. Frank R. Hamilton of Nor-

folk, Va., delivered the sermon at the

final worship service of the Conven-

tion, which was also featured by Holy

Communion, administered by Rev.

George D. Alley, of Suffolk, Va., and

Rev. Kenneth Register, of Union

Ridge.
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Officers Named.

Delegates yesterday afternoon nam-

ed Martin T. Garren of Greensboro

as their new president. Garren, per-

sonnel assistant to the Postal Trans-

portation Department, becomes th(>

second layman in the lOO-year history

of the convention to hold the presi-

dency, the first one being: in

Rev. James II. Lightbourne, -fr.,

of Holland, Va., -was named vice-pres-

ident. Other officers who were re-

elected were Dr. Henry E. Robinson

of Bnrlington, secretary; Walter L.

Cooper of Burlington, treasurer; and

]\Iiss Edna M. Fitch, assistant treas-

urer; Dr. William T. Scott, superin-

tendent; Rev. Fred P. Register, secre-

tary of stewardship and evangelism,

and Rev. John S. Graves, secretary

of Christian Education and youth

work, all of the headquarters staff at

Elon College.

Other officers elected during this

afternoon's session included:

Executive Board : G. Julius Rice

of Sanford, Eastern North Carolina

;

Ira L. McDowell of Asheboro, West-

ern North Carolina ; Robert N. Mor-

ton, Jr., of Burlington, North Caro-

lina and Virginia; J. Fletcher Eley

of Franklin, Va., Eastern Virginia

;

Robert A. Whitten of Winchester,

Va., Valley of Virginia. These will

be conference representatives.

Members at large on the board will

be C. W. Russum of Suffolk, Va., and

Dr. Jesse H. Dollar of Newport News,

Va.

Dr. F. C. Lester of Asheboro was

named historian.

Trustees named for the Christian

Orphanage for the term expirinor in

1958 was J. L. Reed of Norlina ; until

1960, Marvin M. Johnson of Fuquay
Springs, Rev. W. W. Snyder of Bur-

lington, and Clyde W. Rudd of

Greensboro ; until 1962, Vitus R. Holt

of Burlington, Clyde W. Gordon of

Burlington, Mack V. Welch of Ben-

nett, Va., L. P. Waldo, Jr., of Hol-

land. Va., Jody Matthews of Ports-

mouth, Va., Mrs. Allen E. Gant of

Burlington, and R. E. Brittle of Suf-

folk, Va.

Nominated as trustees of Elon Col-

lege named for terms expiring in

1962, included S. C. Harrell of Dur-
ham, L. E. Carlton of Pace, Va., W.
J. Ballentine of Fuquay Springs,

William F. Frazier of New York City,

Harold Johnson of Fuquay Sprinus;

W. Cliff Elder of Burlington, Mi's.

W. V. Leathers of Suffolk, Va., Mrs.

J. H. McEwen, Dr. John R. Kernodle
and J. E. Baker of Burlington, W.
Hunter Scott of Pranldin-Hunters-

ville, Va., W. W. Boone of Durham,
Rev. Fred P. Register of Elon Col-

lege, Clarence A. Phillips of Broad-

way, Va., Rex G. Powell of Fuquay
Springs, D. (\ ]\fcLennan of Greens-

boro, George D. Alley of Suffolk,

Va., Leonard Krull of St. Peters-

bura'. Fla., I'ai-ke Brinkley of Suf-

folk, Va., W. L. Gregory and ^Irs.

Frfinces Chandler Wilkins of Virgi-

lina, Va., John R. Foster of Greens-

boro, and C. A. Pugh of Winchester,

Va. Of the 24 nominated, the present

Elon Board Avill elect 12.

Board of Christian Education:

Rev. William J. Andes of Elon Col-

lege. Martin T. Garren of Greensboro,

I\Irs. E. C. Wilkins of Suffolk, Va.,

Thomas H. Britton of Portsmouth,

A"a.. and INIiss Ruth Dunn of Elon

College.

Board of Publications : Clyde L.

Fields of Franklin, Va., Rev. W. W.
Snyder of Burlington, and Earl T.

Fan-ell of Fuquay Springs.

Mission Board: Mrs. Robert F.

Watson of Sanford, Mrs. W. E. Wis-

seman of Greensboro, Rev. Jam-^-s H.

Lightbourne of Holland, Va., Ever-

ett L. Neese of Norfolk, Va., Gay-

lord B. Noyce of Raleigh, Fred C.

Alfred of Reidsville, Rex G. Powell

of Fuquay Springs, and Dr. John G.

Truitt of "Elon College.

Board of Directors, Historical So-

ciety: Mrs. R. A. Whitten of Win-

chester, Va., Mrs. C. C. Johnson of

Elon College, J. Frank Apple of Hen-

derson, S. E. Maddren of Albemarle,

S. II. Basnisht of Chapel Hill, Rev.

Kenneth D, Register of Union Ridge,

Mrs. Garland Spratley of Dendron,

A^a., Mrs. W. W. Sellers of Burling-

ton. Stanley C. Harrell, Durham. Dr.

L. E. Smith of Elon Colleg.\ Dr. Wil-

liam T. Scott, Jr., of Darhain, and

Dr. Fletcher C. Lester of Asheboro.

Banquets.

]\Iore than 500 persons were pres-

ent at two banquets held at 6 o'clock

last night. The Laymen's Fellowship,

presided over by Dr. J. E. Denieh^v

of Elon College, held its meeting at

the Pleasant Grove High School;

Avhile the Women's Fellowship pre-

sided over by Mrs. F. C. Lester of

Asheboro, gathered in the banquet

hall of the Union Ridge Church.

Dr. James E. Wagoner of Pliilade)-

phia, Pa., president of the Evangeli-

cal and Reformed Church, used

"Holding the World Together" as

his topic in addressing 250 laymen,

cited the World Council of Churches

and international exchange visits by

groups of churchmen from all parts

of the world as ties that are binding

all nations in a closer understand-

ing.

He also pointed out that the prob-

lem of holding the world together in

bonds of brotherhood is no new one,

pointing out that there were racial

economic and social cleavages in the

days of Jesus Christ. He also point-

ed out that such social problems as

divorce existed in those days. In

combatting such problems in this

modern day he urged universal be-

lief in the fact that Christ died for

all men of all races and nations.

Dr. Albert Buckner Coe of Bos-

tf)n, Mass., moderator of the General

Council of Congregational Christian

Churches, speaking on "Word Pic-

tures of Our Churches from Boston
to Burlington to Hawaii," told 300

Women's Fellowship members of his

experiences in visiting widely scat-

tered churches of the denomination

since he assumed the oftice of moder-
ator two years ago.

He described interesting customs

and practices he found in churches

in Scotland, India, Hawaii and other

foreign lands and compared them
with experiences he has had in both

city and rural churches of Am-n-ica.

He appealed to his hearers to help

create a concept of Christ's church

as something beyond a secular clul)

and also urged their cooperation in

recruitment of additional ministers

to meet a current shortage.

The two banquets were folIoAv cd by

a wor.ship service back at the 1 'niou

Ridge Church at 8 o'clock last night,

with Dr. Coe delivering the sermon

on the topic of "We Are Guardians

and Witnesses of the Faith." Alusic

for the worship service was by the

Elon College Choir, with Prof. Jolm
Westmoreland as director and Prof.

Fletcher Moore as accompanist.

—

The
Burlington Times-News, May 3, 1956.

* * * * *

Church Group Is Challenged

to Meet Times

"The human s])irit, which grew up
in a simple world, now finds itself in

a world of science and movement of

masses, and we will not be prepared

to meet this change with.out a ucav

spirituality.
'

'

So. said Dr. Albert Buckner Coc
of Boston, Mass., moderator of the

General Council of Congregational

Christian Churches, at the opening
session of the denomination's South-

ern Convention this afternoon.

Approximately 300 delegates from
2'00 churches in North Carolina and

(Continued on page 13.)
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Youth at Work in the Church
Rev. John S. Geiaves, Editor, Box 336, Elon College, N. C.

Southern Convention Pilgrim

Fellowship Assembly

The Biennial Assembly of the Pil-

grim Ft'lloAvship of the Southern Con-

vention of Congregational Christian

Churches met in the Christian Church

of Suffolk. Virginia on April 7, 1956.

The vice-president, Mr. Reuben

Askew, presiding in the absence of

the president, Mrs. Lois Scott Lulce,

called the meeting to order.

The program open';-d with a hymn,

"Now in the Days of Youth." Marie

Everette of Suffolk welcomed the

group and Reuben Askew responded.

The worship service was led by the

Bethlehem ^Nans.) Pilgrim Fellow-

ship with "Seek Ye First the King-

dom of God" as the theme. Tommie

Boland, acting secretary, called the

roll and the Rev. John Graves intro-

duced guests who were present.

Mr. Tom Jennings of the Thiited

Christian Y'onth Movement of Vir-

ginia gave greetings and introduced

Dr. Arthur W. Newell of the St.

John's Evangelical and Reformed

Church, Richmond, Va., who present-

ed a very informative talk on the

coming merger of our two churches.

A question and answer period follow-

ed.

After a short break for relaxation

the business session was called to

order by Mr. Askew. Meryle Maul-

din gave the treasurer's report which

was approved and accepted by the

Assembly. A motion was made,

seconded, discussed and cari-ied to

send our Southern Convention Pil-

grim Fellowship jDresident to the

National Council of Pilgrim FeUo-^v-

ship at Doane College, Crete, Ne-

braska, in July.

The Rev. John Graves presented

infonnation on the summer camp

program for 1956. Following this

he introduced a neAv constitution for

the Pilgrim Fellowship of the SouHi-

em Convention. He requested that

copies of this be taken back to the

individual groups for close study

and consideration before it is voted

upon.

Carolyn Overby presented tlie re-

port from the Nominating Committee.

A sketch of the officers was given in

last week's issue.

Followins' a few anjiouncemonts

concerning the evening program, the

meeting' was adjourned for the after-

noon session by the presiding officer

and Dr. H. S. H.^rdcastle led the

closing prayer.

The evening session opened with

the Banquet in the Fellowship Hall

of the church. Meryle Mauldin was

Toastmistress. Carolyn Ovei-by pre-

sented the speaker, Mr. James
Schmidt of Cincinnati, Ohio, presi-

dent of the Ohio Pilgrim Fellowship.

Mr. Schmidt told the history of Pil-

grim Fellowship and then gave high-

lights of his summer's work last year

at the Delmo Communities, Missouri.

FolloAving the bajrquet, the Rev.

Henry V. Harman installed the of-

ficers in a very impressive service us-

ing the five symbols of the United

Christian Youth Movement to stress

our three Commissions^—Faith, Ac-

tion and Fellowship.

The film, "In the Face of Jeop-

ardy," was shown. Recreation was

enjoyed in the Fellowship Hall after

the program.

Sunday morning, Ajjril 8th, the

delegates of the Convention joined

the Young People of the Suffolk

Church in Sunday school and church.

An impressive Communion Service

was led by the host pastor, the R«v.

George D. Alley.

A luncheon was Iield after the

church service for tlie newly elected

officers to make plans for the next

bienninm.

We are indeed grateful to the Rev.

George D. Alley, Mrs. E. C. Wilkins,

the young people and the congrega-

tion of the Suffolk Church for their

many labors of love in making our

fellowship there possible.

Respectfully submitted,

Tommie Boland,
Secretary pro-iem.

# * * * *

Student Christian Association

Officers

Miss Sylvia Smith, daughter of

Mr. and Mrs. Tollie D. Smith, R. F.

D. No. 1, Henderson, N. C, and a

rising Senior at Elon College has

been elected preident of the Student

Christian Association of Elon Col-

lege. Sylvia has been active in Cam-
pus activities while at Elon. She was
secretary of the S. C. A. in her Fresh-

man year and chairman of the Re-
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ligious Life Commission this year.

She is a member of the Ministerial

Association of which she was secre-

tary in her Sophomore year. She

Avas secretary of her sophomore Class

and has been a member of the Elon

College Choir for three years. Slie

is a very active member of the Liber-

ty Vance Congregational Christian

Church near Henderson, N. C. This

past summer she served as a Student

Summer Service Worker for the

Board of Christian Education work-

ing in camps and Vacation Schools.

She is secretary of the North Caro-

lina TTnited Student FelloAvship and

will be a delegate to the National

United Student Fellowship in La-

Foret, Colorado, in August. Other

officers elected are : Patricia Coghill,

llendei'son, N. C, vice-president

;

Martha Langley, Staley, N. C, secre-

tary ; Louis AVilkins, Lennig, Va.,

treasurer
;
Joyce Myers, Philadelphia,

Pa., chairman of Campus Affairs;

Guy Lambert, Providence, R. L,

chairman of Religious Life ; and

Dougles Albert, Lahore, W. Pakistan,

chairman of World Order.

The Great Bridge P. F. Observes

Christian Veterans Week

The Great Bridge Pilgrim Fellow-

ship derived a great deal of pleasure

from their observance of Christian

Veterans AVeek on Good Friday. They

visited in the homes of the aged and

shut-in members of the church and

community putting on an Easter De-

votional Program for them. They

were unanimous in their wish to do

something like this again very soon.

During Lent the special devotional

leaflets were used by the group.

Their Youth Week Sunday morn-

ing worship service, January 29th,

was said to be one of the best ever

put on in the church. They had com-

plete charge of the program in the

absence of the pastor. Miss Joy Ann
Akin, the president, presided and the

three speakers were: Gloria Sever,

Charles Sawyer and Ruth Vertia

Rishel. Five dollars from the of-

fering was sent to the United Chris-

tian Youth Movement. They also had

a .spaghetti supper at the home of

their counselor and on February 5th

they put on the play, "Christians

First," for the Sunday evening Fel-

lowship Groups.

At the time of the Norfolk Preach-

ing Mission in January, thirteen mem-
bers of the group were present for

Youth Night.

(Continue^ pn page 11.)
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Church Women at Work
With Emphasis on Missions

Mrs. J. H. Booth, Jr., Editor

143 Winchester Drive, Hampton, Va.

Ahar Set Dedicated on Easter

Sunday

The Women's Missionary Society

of the Ramsenr Congregrational Chris-

tian Chnrcli has purchased a brass

aitar set for the sanctuary of their

church in memory of the followinsi'

deceased members: Mrs. Pearl Brady,

Mrs. T. C. Brewer, Mrs. D. A.

Burgess, Mrs. Raleigh Cagle, Mrs. -T.

A. Craven, Mrs. G. IT. Hodgin, Mrs.

Rosa Foust Long, Mrs. J. A. Parks.

Mrs. Thomas Petty, Mrs. W. E. Poe,

Mrs. J. T. Underwood, and Mrs. J.

C. Wilborn. This set was dedicated

Easter Sunday morning Avith a very

beautiful tiud impressive service.

Mr. and Mrs. J. 0. King and
daughter and husband have given

the collection plates to go with this

set in memory of their father and
mother, Mr. and Mrs. -T. A. Parks.

* * * *

Heart Sisters Meet

The Heart Sisters Society of the

Randleman Congregational Chris-

tian Church met with Mrs. Hazel

Dorsett for their April meeting. Fif-

teen members were present.

]^^rs. Faye Williams present''d an

interesting program on Friendly Ser-

vice. The society dedicated clothing

which was one of their projects, the

clothing being sent to Friendly Ser-

vice. Talcing part were Mrs. Nettie

Lamb, Jolene Bray. Virginia Robbini

and Alma Stout.

Mrs. Louise Myers presided over

the business session. Reports were

given by the various committees. The
group made preparations to attend

the Women 's Fellowship Spring Rally

which will be held at Pleasant Grove

Christian Church.

Delicious refreshments Avere serv-

ed by Mrs. Dorsett and Virginia Rob-

bini as co-hostess. The group had a
most enjoyable social hour. Mrs.

Ollie Stout Avill be hostess for the

May meeting.

Asheboro District Rally

The Asheboro District Rally was
held at the Pleasant Grove Church,

Wednesday, April 11.

The opening worship service -ypas

conducted hy the Women of Spoon's

Chapel.

r^Irs. LaAvr(Mice Leonard of the E.

and R. Church of Asheboro, an in-

vited guest, brought grcpfinss from

her Church Women.
The main addi'ess of the day

"Christ at Work in Ceylon" Avas

given by Miss Lucy Kendall Clarlc

Avho did educational Avork in Ceylon

for almost 40 years. She has recent-

ly retired but still keeps in close touch

Avith the Avork there. ]Miss Clark il-

lustrated her talk Avith interestiiig

and colorful pictures.

Her information Avas of particular

interest to this group, since she had
lived and Avorked in tlie TJduvil

School on the Jaffna Peninsula. This

is the same place our OAvn IMiss Bou-

ncA^a Farlow of the Sophia Church in

this district, is located.

Thirteen churches Avere represent-

ed and each reported on the present

year's work to this time. Shiloh Avas

a ncAv society reporting.

An offering Avas received for the

expense of the rally and for mission

work in Ceylon.

A delicious lunch Avas ser\'ed by
the AA'Omen of the host chun-h and the

hospitalitv and fellowship enjoved by
everyone.

In the afternoon 3 Avorkshops Avere

held: "Is it Yonr Money?"— Re-

source leader, the Rev. Fred Regis-

ter; "What Makes a Family Chris-

tian?"—Resource leader, Mrs. F. C.

Lester; "Hoav Should We Study the

Bible?"—Resource leader, Miss Susie

Allen. These workshops Avere inter-

esting and most helpful.

The following officers Avere elected

for the next year: superintendent,

Mrs. J. C. Newell; assistant superin-

tendent, Mrs. C. W. Craven; secre-

tary and treasurer, Mrs. J. S. Mane.ss

;

assistant secretary and treasurer, Mrs.

Roy Moore.

Mrs. J. S. Maness.
Beporler.

YOUTH AT WORK.
(Continued from page 10.)

In February a membership of ten

dollars Avas sent to the Christian Mis-

sionary Association and a lieap Year
Party Avas held on tjip 29tl). AJso, a

liox of things Avas sent to the Sioux

Indian Mission in South Dakota as

their Friendly Service.

In April the Great Bridge P. F.

enjoyed Uio very nice evenings of

felloAvship as guests of the Rosemont
and Norfolk, First, Youth Groups.

It is a good thing to meet Avith other

P. F.'s in your same area for much
can be learned from such a visit to-

gether.

Mrs. Jack Akin,
Counselor.

* * # * *

South Norfolk Young People

Sponsor Contest

The Youth Fellowship of the South
Norfolk Congregational Christian

Church recently sponsored a six-Aveek

Piible reading contest ending Easter

Sunday. Although the contest Avas

sponsored by the Youth, anyone in

the Sunday school Avas eligible to par-

ticipate. Mrs. AndrcAV Smith, sup-

erintendent of the Senior Depart-
ment, Avon the contest reading a total

of five hundred eleven chapters. A
Schofield Bible was presented to the

Aviniier during the morning Avorshij)

service. It is the siiifcre pra\cr of

each member of the group that the

i-eading of the Gospel will not end

with thi' close of the contest.

Sammy D. Nelson.
Youth Director.

* * * * *

Youth Fellowship at Liberty, North

Carolina

The Youth Fellowship of the Lib-

erty (Jiristian Clinrcli Avas in I'harge

of the Fourth Sunday morning woi--

ship service. They had as o'uest

speaker, Mr. Donald Osborne of

G)-eensboro. He .spoke on the theme,

"The Youth's Faith in Christ." The
fellowship members taking part Avere :

Joe Stanford, Invor-atiou; IMickey

Teeter, Responsive Reading: firay

Joidan. Scripture; Wade Shelton,

Pi-ayer; Linda Bray, Pianist; and
fsaac Ferguson, Benediction.

The Youth FelloAvship is planning
to attend the Fifth Sunday Youth
Rally to be held at the Albemarle
^'hristian Church. Linda Bray Avas

elected to represent the Liberty

(iliurch in a Panel Discussion ar flu'

Rally.

The Youth PelloAvship of oui'

church has been very active. We are

raising money to buy the silver for

our new kitchen and dining hall.

Linda Bray%

Reporter.
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Sunday School Lesson
By Rev. H. S. Haudcastle, D. D.

The Church in Asia Minor

Lesson IX^May 27, 1956.

iMemorv Selection: ''Now then, we
are amhassadorx for Christ, as-

though God did beseech thee by vx:

we pray you in Christ's stead, be

ye reconciled, to (lod/' IF Corin-

thians 5:20.

Background Scripture: Acts 12:25-

15:85.

Devottonau IvKADiNci: Isaiali 40:7-12.

Widening Circles.

The Gospel message had been pro-

claimed in ever-widening circles. Be-

ginning at Jerusalem, the local cen-

ter, the circles or circumferences had
been gradually grov^'ing larger and

larger and taking in more territory.

From Jerusalem it had gone into

Judea, and then into Samaria, and
then into Antioch in Syria, which was
really the beginning of its going into

uttermost parts of the earth. And
wherever it had gone, it had proved

to be the "pov\^er of God unto sab<'a-

tion to every one who believed, the

Jew and also to the Greek. In to-

day's lesson the gospel really begins

to go unto the uttermost part of the

earth. It describes what might gen-

erally be called the beginning of the

Foreign Missionary Movement. When
Paul and Barnabas left Antioch in

Syria on that undated day, and start-

ed westward, they were initiat''^^ the

missionary outreach of the Church
to the Gentile world that eventually

came to our own country and to our

own community and to our own
church ! That story is one of the most
moving, most majestic, most momen-
tous, most miraculous annals in the

history of the human race. Here is

the first big step in the march of a

world-conquering Church

.

Called and Commissioned.

The Church at Antioch had a con-

cern for others. It wanted to share

the good news with all men. The love

of Christ constrained it to pray the

Lord of the harvest that He would
send forth laborers into the fields al-

I'eady white unto the harvest. And
as they ministered to the Lord and
fasted, the Holy Spirit said, "Sepa-
rate me Barnabas and Saul for the

work whereunto I have called them".
These men were called by tlie Holy
Spirit CO be missionaries. They were
called as a result of prayer and fast^

ing. The thing was of God. Th(>

missionary movement is not of men;
it is of God. God calls missionaries

Men simply connnission them.

The Antioch Church commissioned

tho.-:e AvhoDi God called. Convinced

that Bai'uabas and Saul had been

called, the leaders of the Church con-

secrated them and commnssioned
them—they "laid their hands on

them, and sent them away"—and sent

them on their epoch-making journej'.

As someone has said, "The stimulns

was: need; the motive love; the stra-

tegy was a strategy of vision and
courage". Every Mission Board

connnissions those whom God calls

to the missionary service.

It is to be noted that tiie Antioch

('hnrcli gave of its best. Barnabas

and Saul were "tops" in the Church.

Only the best are good enough to be-

come missionaries. They need to be

physically strong, mentally alert,

morally and spiritually alive. Can-

didates for the mission field are care-

fully screened. They do not have to

be supermen and women. But they

should be superior and a selected

group.

It .should be noted, tm, that the

Polks at Antioch did not hesitate to

send out Barnabas and Saul, in spite

of the fact that "there was so much
to do at home." This is the weakest

of all arguments against missions.

If the Church of Christ waited until

all the work was done at home, it

would never become missionary. And
if it never became missionary, it

would die. Some must stay, and some
must go.

Preaching and Teaching and Healing.

There is too much material in to-

day's lesson to be treated in detail.

But by Avay of summary, it can be

stated Barn;)l)as and Saul preached

and taught and in a few instances

healed. It Avas the familiar pattern

which Jesus followed. He came
preaching and teaching and healing

all manner of diseases. And his dis-

ciples carried on his three-fold min-
isti->-. They still do. Mission work
round the world is characterized by
a preaching, teaching and healing

ministry. In fact missionaries do

.just about everything in their efforts

to bring to people the more abiurdant

life. The missionaries of our Ameri-
can Board are men and women of

varied personalities and versatile

gifts performing a valuable ministry

in Christ's name and for his sake.

Persecuted, But Persevering.

From the beginning, the mission-

ary enterprise met with opposition

and persecution. There were those

Avho heard the word gladly, who
Avanted more of it themselves, but

who openly and at times violently

opposed it. The recurring theme 'm

today's lesson goes something like

this: the apostles preached, opposi-

tion developed, explusion followed,

and they M'ent to the next city and
preached the gospel. These men were

made in heroic mold. They were men,

who as one of their number said,

"had hazarded their lives for the

Lord Jesus Christ." They endured

persecution, suffered hardship, faced

misunderstanding, overcame handi-

caps, risked life itself in faithfulness

to their duty. This spirit has been

characteristic of those who have fol-

lowed them and who have kept faith

with this high tradition. Mission-

aries stand hi^h up on History's

Honor Roll.

It is significant to note that for

the most part, opposition came from

those who just could not accept the

fact that the gospel was for all peo-

ple alike, that God loved all men
without respect of persons, that there

was no privileged group with him,

that Christ had broken down the

middle wall of partition between Jews

and Gentiles. They have their coun-

terpart today in those who oppose

missions, and for the same reasons.

Like the opposition of that day,
'

' they

are moved with envy, or filled with

envy." It is a blow to their pride

and their sense of privilege.

Forfeited Privilege.

"It was necessary that the word

of God should first be spoken to you

;

but seeing ye put it from you, and

judge yourselves unworthy of ever-

lasting life, lo, we turn to the Gen-

tiles." Here was a ease of forfeited

privilege. And what a tragic price

they paid for their blindness and

hardness of heart.

Based on "International Sunday School

Lessons;" copyrighted 1956 by Division of

Christian Education, National Council of the

Cliurches in the U. S. A.

There are many persons that smile

on hearing talk of building a better

world and say that the world cares

nothing for that. These persons have

lost faith in people and in God be^

cause of their own mistakes.

—John 8. Bonn ell.
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NEWSPAPER COMI\IENTS ON
CENTENNIAL SESSION.

(Continued from page 9.)

Virginia are meeting at Union Ridge

Church near here where the Southern

Convention was organized 100 years

ago. This is the convention's 42nd

Biennial session. It Avill close at noou

Thursday.

Dr. James W. Wagner of Phila-

delphia, Pa., president of the Evan-

gelical and Reformed Church, Avill be

principal speaker for tomorrow morn-

ing 's session. His topic: "What Is

A Church?"
The Congregational Christian and

the Evangelical and Reformed de-

nominations are scheduled to merge

in June of 1957 to form the United

Church of Christ.

Ability to Change.

Dr. Coe told the delegates this af -

ternoon that one of the achievements

in progress through his denomination

has been in the ability of its member-
ship to change Avithout losing free-

dom, autonomy, and faith. He said

this has been one of the marked char-

acteristics of the denomination from

the beginning and Avill be one of its

strong factors in the future.

In the new Avorld of science and

movement of the masses, Dr. Coe said,

"We live in a Avorld Avhich Avill heal,

yet it is fraught Avith cruelness au'l

danger. It is a small Avorld noAv.

"We, as a denomination, have

something to give this world. We
have faith, freedom, felloAvship and

ability to change. Yet, the biggest

contribution Ave can give is Jesus

Christ. We have a faith in Christ

and that is our mission. '

'

The convention also will make final

decisions on several business matters

tomorrow. Reports Avere submitted

this afternoon.

Dr. William T. Scott, superinten-

dent of the convention with headquar-

ters at Elon College, reported tliat

there are now 203 churches and 35,-

759 members. During the past tAvo

years, he said, there has been r'onsi-

derable advancement in improving

church properties and in financial

receipts.

His report recommended that the

convention approve a policy urging

churches with full time congrega-

tions to pay a minimus salary of $4,-

000 and furnish parsonages for their

pastor. He said, too, that the con-

vention is not producing enough min-

isters to meet the needs and recom-

mended that
'

' we call upon our homes
churches and schools to engage in

prayer and effort to recruit at least

30 candidates for the Christian min-

istry during the coming biennium.

He also recommended that at least 10

new churches be organized in the next

tAvo years.

Also appearing on the afternoon

program Avere Secretary of State

Thad Eure, representing Governor

Hodges; Parke C. Brinkley, commis-

sioner of agriculture in Virginia, re-

presenting Virginia's Governor Stan-

ley; and Supt. J. Taylor Stanley of

Greensboro, head of the Convention

of the South, the denomination's Ne-

gro convention.

Dr. Jesse II. Dollar of Newport
News, Va., president, is presiding at

the sessions.

The dramatic episodes in the life

of the Southern Convention Avas pre-

sented tonight. Called "An Epic of

American Christianity,
'

' it was given

by the Elon College department of

dramatics and music. — Greensboro

Daily News, May 2, 1956.

*****
Close at Home

Alamance County—and particular-

ly the staff of Southern Convention

of Co)igregational Christian Churches

at Elon CJollege—was highly compli-

mented this week.

The centennial session of the con-

vention dreAV more than 600 different

people from North Carolina and Vir-

ginia to Union Ridg-e for the three-

day meeting. We heard any number
of the delegates say this Avas the best

convention they had ever attended.

Rev Kenneth Register and his con-

gregation at Union Ridge Church left

nothing undone in serving as host to

the convention in their ncAv church.

Equally important, Br. William T.

Scott and his staff at convention head-

quarters had made their plans Avell.

One of the points that impressed

us greatly in sitting in on a number
of sessions Avas the familiarity these

visitors had with Alamance County.

They spoke of Alamance County as

if they were natives.

And, actually, very few of them

were strangers. They had been to

this area often and knew their Avay

around well.

After all, a great part of the con-

vention—Elon College, Cliristian Or-

phanage, and Moonelon Assembly

Grounds—is located just a short dis-

tance from here. The welfare and

progress of these institutions com-

sumed a big part of several discus-

sions during the three days.

The Convention Survey Committee

had much to say about all three. There

Avas one poiiit made that might even-

tually lead to the- changing of the

orphanage 's name.
lender its section on "INIoderji

Trends in Cliild Care," the commit-

tee reported :
..." Is the use of sncli

antiquated terms as 'orphanage,'

'matron,' etc., indicative of our vocab-

ulary, or of our thinking, Avhere the

policies and practices of the orphan-

age are concerned?" And under re-

commendations, the committee sug-

gested "that the name of the orphan-

age be changed to 'The Congregation-

al Christian Home for Children'."

Pinal decision, of course, still stands

Avith trustees.

li, was an enthusiastic meeting and
one of (mtstanding significance. One
historic note : Southern Convention
AVMs oi'ganized at Union Ridg'e 100

years ago Avhen the first meeting was
held. The meeting this Aveek at Union
Ridge might be the last for the

convention as it now operates. By
tlie time the 1958 session is held, there

might be some plans completed to

bring at least some phases of the

Southern Convention and the South-

ern Synod, Evangelical and Reform-
ed Church, together into a single

meetiuig, operating under the new de-

nom.ination, The United Chnrdi of

Christ.

DR. B(IS(1HMEYER TO VISIT
EASTERN VIRGINIA.
(Continued from page 2.)

Dr. Buschmeyer is chairman of the

General Commission of Chaplains,

Washington, D. C, and chairman of

the Department of Ministry, Nation-

al Council of Clhurches in tlie U. S.

A.

In 1947, 1948, 1953 and 1955, Dr.

Buschmeyer traveled in Europe at-

tending meetings of the International

Congregational Christian Conference
and making visitations to Protestanf

stations. In 1954 he toured the Far
East visiting chai)lains, missionaries

and ministers.

Dr. Buschmeyer is married aiul lias

three children, Myrna, Fred, Jr., and
Barbara, all of whom are married.

Self-reliance can turn a sah'hman
into a merchant; a politician into a

statesman ; an attorney into a jurist

;

an unknown youth into a great lead-

er. All are to be tomorroAv's big

leaders—those who in solitude sit

above the clang of time, the AA'orld's

secret trembling on their lips.

—

Hillis.
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The Christian Orphanage
John G. Tbuitt, Superintendent

Dear Friends:

When you invest your money in a

boy or girl you invest both for the

present and the future. You invest

in good citizenship, a good man or a

good woman. There are many little

folks left at the crossroads of life.

They need more than protection.

They need a guiding hand. They need

a Christian home. An investment in

a child at such a tragic point in its

little life is sanctioned by common

sense. In one of my own verses I put

it like this:

There are clocks to show the time of day,

And scales to tell the weight of hay;

But what rule, sir, would you employ

To tell the worth of a little boy?

Measures there are for silver and gold,

By carats the worth of diamonds is told

But there is no measure in all the earth

To tell what a boy or girl is worth!

Yes, it is an investment—an in-

vestment with good returns. At

least that is what the wise man wrote :

Pro. 19 :17, "He that hath pity on. the

poor lendeth to the Lord ; and that

which he hatli given will he pay

again.

"

Please send money which you wish

credited on your local church's ap-

portionment for the orphanage to the

Southern Convention Office, Elon Col-

lege, N. C. This may seem uniieces-

sary to some of our people but it is

much easier for us at the orphanage

to handle it if you send your orphan-

age contributions to that office. When
you send it to us Ave mail it to the

Convention Office. That takes time

and money. Why do we send it to

the Convention Office? Because we
are so directed by vote of the South-

ern Convention. And the Conven-

tion Office is required to receive that

money and send it to us and give the

church credit for it on the church's

apportionment.

If you wish the orphanage to r(>-

cei-\ e it as a special donation, not to

Ije applied on your conference ap-

portionment, you may send it to the

orphanage direct—even that money
may be sent to the Convention Office

and it will be sent by the Convention

treasurer to the orphanage. I'our

church, in either case, is given credit

for the amount sent. There is no

percentage taken out of moneys sent

to the Convention Office for the or-

phanage. The full, exact amount, is

sent on to us. This method of handl-

ing the funds has been voted by the

Southern Convention and approved

by the Conferences. We here are

only trying to conform to the regula-

tions and assure you that your do-

nations are gratefully received and

properly recorded and expended.

The joy of hearing from you either

way is great, and we are happy for

you to have a share in caring for

these fine boys and girls.

JouN G. Truitt,

Superintendeni

.

REPORT FOR APRIL 25, 1956.

Sunday School Monthly Offerings.

Amount brought forward $ 6,099.55

Eastern N. C. Conference:

hXvetteville $ 3.00

Mt. Auburn S. S 8.97

.Mt. Cavmel 15.00
. 26.97

Eastern Va. Conference:

Hopewell $ 2.00

Norfolk, Bay View 11.50

13.50

X. C. and Va. Conference:

Rei.lsville S. S $63.00
63.00

Western N. C. Conference:

Xeedham's Grove $ 7.00

— 7.00

Virginia Valley Cionferenee:

Aiitioeh S. S $10.00

Wood's Cliapel S. S. ... 5.00

15.00

T..t:.l $ 1254.7

Grand total $ 0,825.02

Special Offerings.

Amount brought forward $13,072.92

Miss Patrica Proctor, San-

ford, N. 0 $25.00

Philathea Classes, Sulfolk

Clhristian Church 5.00

Woman's Christian Fel-

lowship, First Cong. Ch.,

Hendersonville, N. C. 5.00

Soutli Church Women, So.

Cong. Ch., Hartford,

Conn 100.00

Young People's Sunday
School Qass of First

Cong. Christian Church,

EcidsviUe, N. C 15.00

In Memory of W. T. Wil-

liams 5.00

In Memory of Grover

Moore 5.00

Special Gifts 249.00

409.00

Grand total $13,481.92

't'otal for the week $ 534.47

Total for the year $20,360.94

NOTE—This report was crowded out,

due to the Centenial Issue. It should have

lieen run ahead of the one used last week.
* * *

REPORT FOR MAY 9, 1956.

Sunday School Mo-nthly Offerings.

Amount brought forward $ 7,161.69

Eastern N. C. Conference:

Morrisville $ 8.00

NTow Elam 10.00

18.00

Eastern Va. Conference:

Bethlehem (N.) S. S. . . .$52.85

Windsor S. S 10.00

62.85

N. C. and Va. Conference:

Bethel S. S $20.32

Greensboro, Calvaiy 20.00

Haw River 148.00

188.32

Western N. C. Conference:

High Point, First $25.00
Zion 30.00

— 55.00

V^irginia Valley Conference:

Joppa 6.00

Linville S. S 14.66

Mt. Olive (R) S. S 30.00

— 50.66

Total $ 374.83

Grand total $ 7,536.52

MEMORIAL GIFTS
"Instead oi Flowers"

Dr. John G. I'ruitt

Christian Orphanage
Elon College, N. C.

Dear Dr. Truitt:

Please acknowledge the enclosed $ as a memorial gift

sent to the Christian Orphanage in lieu of flowers in memory of:

(Nameof Deceaied) (City) (D«te of Death)

( Survivor to be Written ) ( Addrew

)

Name

Address
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Special Offerings.

Amount brought forward $13,735.41

Jr. Baraca Class, Holy-

Neck Christian Church $ 7.00

The Exchange Club of

Elon College, N. C. .. 30.00

Ladies' Benevolent Coun-

cil of the First Cong.

Church, Cliicage, 111. 75.00

First Congregational Ch.

of Ludlow Center Mass. 20.00

.1. H. Webster, Pittsboro,

N. C 10.00

A Friend 15.00

Mary Sue Brittle S. S.

Class, Bethlehem (N.)

Cliurch 5.00

In Memory of Mrs. J. F.

Brothers 5.00

In Memory of Russell E.

Apple 5.00

In Memory of Mrs. W J
Holland 10.00

In Memory of Mrs. W. J.

Holland 10.00

Special Gifts 399.60

385.35

Grand total $14,322.75

Total fur the week $ 962.18

Total for the year $21,859.28

NEWS FROM ELON COLLEGE
(Continued from page 7.)

Clayton Christian 600.00

Beginning Jan., 57.

Henderion, First 2,308.00

Beginning Jan., 56; 5 years.

Mt. Auburn 1,120.00

Beginning Jan., 56; 5 years.

Martha's Chapel 297.00

Beginning 1956.

Church of Wide Fellowship 2,289.00

Beginning Jan., 57 ; 5 years.

Beluah 1,137.50

Wake Chapel 4,079.25

Youngsville Christian 300.00

Total $16,913.50

N. C. and Va. Conference:

Pfafftown $ 463.75

Beginning Jan., 56; 5 years.

United 1,459.50

Beginning Oct., 56; 5 years.

Lakeview 218.75

Lebanon 939.75

Beginning Jan., 58; 10 years.

Beverly Hills 886.00

Beginning Nov., 56; 5 years.

Monticello 822.50

Beginning Aug., 56 ; 5 years.

Belews Creek 834.75

Beginning 1956; 5 years.

Zion 175.00

Beginning Jan., 1956; 5 years.

Burlington, First 10,000.00

Beginning Nov., 56; 5 years.

Church of the Covenant 175.00
Beginning Oct., 56; 5 years.

Shallow Ford 1,800.00

Beginning Oct., 56 ; 18 years.

Salem Chapel 740.00
Beginning Jan., 57; 5 years.

Mt. Zion 1,000.00

Beginning Jan., 56; 10 years.

Center 281.76
Beginning Sept., 56; 5 years.

Bethel 1,034.26

Beginning Jan., 1956; 5 years.

Greensboro, First .5,887.00

Beginning Oct., 56; 1956.

Union 1,500.00

Beginning Nov., 57 ; 10 years.

Personal 500.00

Haw River 1,534.75

Beginning 1957; 5 years.

Total $30,252.75

Virginia Hall—Declarations :

Eastern Va. Conference:

Windsor $ 2,841.00

Beginning Oct., 56; 5 years.

Union 2,019.00

Beginning Jan., 56; 5 years.

Suffolk Christian 10,000.00

Beginning Oct., 1956; 5 years.

Total $14,860.00

Virginia Valley Conference:

Antioch $ 900.00

Beginning Jan., 57 ; 5 years.

Betliel . . 912.00

Beginning 1956; 10 years.

Ingram 1,748.25

Beginning Jan., 57 ; 8 years.

Total $ 3,560.25

Total pledged, Carolina Hall . . $47,166.25

Total pledged, Virginia Hall . . $18,420.25

Carolina Hall—Payments

:

N. C. and Va. Conference:

Zion $ 5.84

Bethel 202.00

Mt. Zion 331.00

Monticello 35.00

New Hope 27.53

Pfaetown 10.00

$ 611.37

Eastern N. C. Conference:

Wake Chapel $500.00

$ 500.00

Total payments, Carolina Hall $ 1,111.37

Virginia Hall—Payments:
Virginia Valley Conference:

Bethlehem $75.00

Bethel 18.02

$ 93.02

Eastern Va. Conference:

Franklin $500.00

Johnson's Grove 200.00

$ 700.00

Total payments, Virginia Hall $ 793.02

REPORT FROM CONVENTION
LAYMEN'S RALLY.

(Continued from page 3.)

July pa^nnent in advance of that day.

Any payments made by churches will

apply on the quotas that will be as-

.signed to them.

Incidentally, the new i)rf'sident of

the Southern Convention of Congre-

gational Christian Churches is a

inember of our committee, and I am
sufficiently confident of Martin

Garren's interest in the work of our

committee that he will not deprive us

of his experience and .judgement in

this type of worlc merely because of

In',-; noAv honor and duties.

Yours very truly,

R. V. PowELii, Chairman,

Mooneion Finance Connuittee.

Historical Society of the Southern Convention
The Historical Society of the South- copies of the very valuable book,

ern Convention was officially recog- "Lives of Christian Ministers," P.

nized at the recent session of the J. Kernodle (1909). A free copy con-

Southern Convention. It Avill be its taining 408 pages will be given to all

purpose to preserve the shrines of the charter members of the Historical

Congregational Christian Churches in Society. If you would like to receive

our area, gather historical material, one of these books and become a char-

and maintain the Church History ter member of the Historical Society

Room at Elon College. Charter mem- fill out the membership card as shown

bershijo in the Historical Society is below and mail it to the Southern

$5, and the names of all charter mem- Convention Office, Elon College, N.

bers will be preserved in the Church C, along with your check for $5. The

History Room. Through the gene- charter membership list will close

rosity of Mr. John T. Kei-nodle Ave July 1st.

have received a limited number of Wm. T. Scott.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY

of The Southern Convention of Congregational Christian Churches

ELON COLLEGE, NORTH CAROLINA

With gratitude for the faith of our Fathers, a heritage of great price freely given

to us; with faith in the solid achievements yet to come through the Church and its

wide and varied interests, I gladly become a member of the HISTORICAL SOCIETY
of the Southern Convention, that the Christian faith and deeds of the past, present,

and future may be preserved as a witness to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

Name

Addr«s

Local Chtirch

"I saw and beheld a great multittule which no man could number."—^Rev. 7:9:
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Come to

Moonelon Conference Center
FOR AN EXPERIENCE IN CHRISTIAN LIVING THROUGH

WORSHIP, STUDY, RECREATION FUN, FELLOWSHIP

JUNE 3- 9 STUDENT SUMMER SERVICE TRAINING SESSIONS

JUNE 10-16 SENIOR HIGH
SENIOR HIGH camps are for young people who are

15, 16, 17 years old or who are in senior high school.

JUNE 17-23 MUSIC -RELIGIOUS DRAMA
THE MUSIC-DRAMA camp is designed for persons in

churches who are responsible for music direction and

for those responsible for special programs requiring re-

ligious drama.

JUNE 24-27 JUNIOR (Short Camp)

JUNIOR camps are for boys and girls who are 9, 10 11

years old or who will be in grades 4. 5, 6 next year.

JUNE 27-30 JUNIOR (Short Camp)

JULY 1- 7 JUNIOR HIGH
JUNIOR HIGH camps, are for young people who are

12, 13, 14 years old, or who will be in grades 7, 8, or

9 next year.

JULY 8-14 JUNIOR HIGH
lULY 22-28 SENIOR HIGH
JULY 29-AUG. 4 JUNIOR
AUG. 5-11 JUNIOR HIGH
AUG. 12-18 CHURCH SCHOOL OFFICERS AND TEACHERS

OFFICERS' AND TEACHERS' camp is for persons

who teach, or prospective teachers in church school.

AUG. 19-25 GOLDEN YEARS CONFERENCE
THE GOLDEN YEARS conference is for those m our

churches who are 60 years of age and older.

AUG. 26-SEPT. 1 PLANNING AND TRAINING
PLANNING AND TRAINING conference is for offi-

cers of local youth groups to plan for the next biennium.

MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION
MOONELON, OUR CONFERENCE CENTER: Moonelon is located on

Route 100, approximately one-half mile west of Elon College.

COST: The cost of each of these camps of one week's duration will be

$15.00. This amount covers room, board, craft materials, and insur-

ance. The cost of the short junior camps will be $8.00 per camper.

WHAT TO BRING: Bible, notebook, pencil, flashlight, sheets, blanket,

pillow, towels, toilet articles, bathing suit, camp clothes, overshoes, an

extra pair of shoes, camera, and musical instruments.

ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE: Each camp will begin with registration

at 4:00 p.m., on date specified on schedule. Each camp will end im-

mediately following breakfast on the last date of camp. Campers are

asked to bring a picnic supper for the first night. Drinks furnished.

(Write Kev. J. S. Graves, Box 336, Elon College, N. C, for Registration Blank.)
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The key figures on the program for Elon College's sixty-sixth annual com-

mencement are pictured above against the background of beautiful McEwen
Mem,orial Dining Hall, one of three new buildings ready for use on the Elon

campus and opened for the first time for the 1956 commencement weekend.

Dr. Walter H. Judd, upper right, U. S. Congressman from Minnesota, will de-

liver the address to the seniors at graduation exercises next Monday morning.

May 28; Dr. John McKay, lower right, president of Princeton Theological

Seminary, will deliver the baccalaureate sermon on Sunday morning. May 27;

and Dr. John Robert Kernodle, bottom center, eminent physician and surgeon,

of Burlington, N. C, a member of Elon's Class of 1935, will deliver the alumni

address at the annual alumni banquet on Saturday evening, May 26. Dr. Leon

E. Smith, lower left, president of Elon College, will direct the college through

its commencement program.
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N'E-W-S B'R'I'E-F'S

Readers of The Christian Sun

will learn with regret that Mrs. W.
Millard Stevens, wife of the former

pastor of Christian Temple, Norfolk,

Virginia, suffered a heart attack on

the morning of Thursday, May 10.

She was admitted to the Bradley

Memorial Hospital, of Southingtou,

Connecticut, where she is still receiv-

ing treatment. She is reported mak-

ing good recovery and it is hoped that

she may be able to return home in a

few weeks.

Pastor of Beverly Hills Church

Presented New Car

The Rev. W. W. Snyder, pastor of

Beverly Hills Congregational Chris-

tian Church, Burlington, North Car-

olina, for the past four ycai-s, was

presented a new Oldsmobile by his

congregation on Sunday morning,

April 8, as a tribute to the service he

has rendered. The congregation left

the church as seen in the accompany-

ing picture, and went to tlie front,

MINISTER PRESENTED CAR

Mr. Phillips, left, and Mr. Lynch, right present new Oldsmobile to Mr. Snyder

Dr. Stevens Installed as Minister

at Southington, Connecticut

The Rev. W. Millard Stevens was

installed as minister of the First Con-

gregational Church of Southington,

Connecticut, on Sunday evening. May

6, 1956, at 7:30 o'clock.

The Moderator for the occasion

was the Rev. William E. Edge, and

the leader of the service of installa-

tion was the Rev. E. Wallace Mast.

The installation sermon was given by

the Rev. James P. English. Other

ministers taking part were the Revs.

Norman M. MacLeod, Egbert W.
Richards, Reginald D. Avery, Ed-

ward C. Dahl, and Carl A. Hansen.

AH of these ministers are members

of the Central Association of Congre-

gational Christian Churches and Min-

isters of Connecticut.

The Rev. Mr. Stevens pronounced

the benediction.

where Mr. Calvin Phillips and Mr.

Zeb Lynch presented the car to the

minister.

(Continued on page 11.)

The Christian Sun
Established 1844 by Rev. Daniel W. Kerr

A Eeligious Weekly for the Home, devoted
to the interest of the Kingdom as represent-

ed by the Congregational Christian Churches.

Our Principles

1. The Lord Jesus Christ is the only Head
of the Church.

2. Christian is a sufficient name for the
Church.

3. The Bible is a sufficient rule of faith

and practice.

4. Christian character is a sufficient teat

of fellowship and church membership.
5. The right of private judgement and

liberty of conscience is a privilege that
should be accorded to and exercised by aU.

EDITORAL STAFF
Editor S. C. Harrell
Managiug Editor J. T. Kernodle
Departmental Editors—Convention, Wm. T.
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.$3.00

. 5.00
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ISlews from the Churches .

Rev. Lowell A. Smoot Accepts

Call to Liberty Vance

The Rev. Lowell A. Smoot has ac-

cepted a call to become pastor of the

Liberty Vance Congregational Chris-

tian Church of Henedrson, N. C,

June 1.

The Rev. Mr. Smoot, a native of

Woodbury, Georgia, received his A.

nomination for the biennium 1952-54.

At the present time, Mr. Smoot is a

member of the Board of Trustees of

the Congregational Christian Founda-

tion of the School of Religion, Van-

derbilt University.

Mrs. Smoot, a native of Waycross,

Ga., received her A. B. degree from

Piedmont College vs'here she served

Fund campaign sponsored by the De-

REV. AND MRS LOWELL A. SMOOT

B. degree from Piedmont College in

Demorest, Ga., and was graduated

from Vanderbilt University School

of Religion in 1949. He served as pas-

tor of the United Congregational

Christian Church of Phenix City,

Ala., for five years prior to his com-

ing to the Soddy-Daisy Parish in

Tennessee, in 1954.

Mr. Smoot has served as Moderator
of the Southwest Convention of Con-

gregational Christian Churches and
Chairman of the Convention Com-
mittee on Survey and Church Aid.

He was Southeast Convention Chair-

man of the Church Building Loan

as Assistant to the President upon

graduation and later became Regis-

trar. She has taught commercial sub-

jects in the Davidson County Schools,

Nashville, Tcnn. ; the Muscogee School

District, Columbus, Ga. ; and the

Hamilton County Schools of Chatta-

nooga, Tenn.

Mrs. Smoot has been active in

church work, serving as President of

the Women's Fellowship of the South-

east Convention, 1954; President of

the Alabama Women's Fellowship,

1953 ; and President of the Tennes-

see-Kentucky WoMta'i Fellowship,

1955-56.

The Congregational Christian

Church in Warwick

We are happy to .have as a part

of our fellowship the following mem-
bers who have joined since our last

letter to our church paper:

Mr. and Mrs. W. E. Harris, Lt. Col-

aud Mrs. IMaynard Files, Mr. and
Mrs. Norman Worthington, Mrs.

Edith N. Bloxome, Mrs. Morgan P.

Roane, Mr. and Mrs. Robert Cham-
berlain, Mr. and Mrs. Paul Kelly,

Mr. and Mrs. I. T. Furlough, Mr.

and Mrs. Joseph Tyson, Mrs. David
Jones, Mrs. A. B. Correll, Col. and
Mrs. Emil Brenckman, Mr. and Mrs.

R. A. Pritchard, Frederick Blake,

Pamela Correll, Donald Granger,

Sandra Leonhardt, Thomas Leon-

hardt, Terry Vogel, Shirley Vogel,

Leonard Vogel, and Winfred Fur-

lough.

Christian Rural Overseas Program

A new 16 mm 14 minute sound film,

"I Saw the Need," has just been an-

nounced by National CROP as ready

for distribution through the North

Carolina CROP Office in Durham.
This is a filmed report of the distribu-

tion of CROP food gifts among hun-

gry people in Asia, The Near East,

and Europe. It is a poignant docu-

mentation of the need for continued

sharing with the destitute refugees

and disease-smitten people of the

world who cannot help themselves.

The narrator is Wilson 0. Radway,
CROP Field Director.

"I Saw the Need" may be booked

free upon request for showing to

church, farm, youth, and civic groups.

It is cleared for Television presenta-

tion.

Overpopulation, underdevelopment,

and the elements, combined to affect

the multitudes of India and other

Asian countries. In "I Saw the

Need" some of the raging flood wat-

ers, worst in India's history, are

shown creating the destitution and
need which CROP will help overcome

in 1956.

The population of Hongkong in-

creased from 600,000 in 1945 to 2,-

250,000 in 1955. The newcomers are

refugees and most become destitute

soon after arrival. The film shows a

center feeding 10,000 families, one of

several such stations of which more
are needed.

Scenes of Korea are included, a

country where the fate of many peo-

ple remains suspended. It takes time

(Continued on page 15.)
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Editorial , . .

The Coming Kingdom
Christ's ultimate purpose is to establish the

Kingdom of God upon earth. To fulfill that pur-

pose he was born of a woman and entered into all

the experiences of mankind. He was in every point

tempted as we are, but was without sin. He per-

fectly revealed the will of God for man. He said,

"He that hath seen me, hath seen the Father."

Jesus died a shameful death upon the cross that

men might receive forgiveness for all their sins and

enter into a new life with God through him. He
appointed his disciples to be his witnesses, command-
ing them to go into all the world and to preach the

gospel to every creature. He established and ordain-

ed his Church as the agency through which the

kingdom of God is to be established upon the

earth.

The Gospels have much to say about the king-

dom of God. Often they refer to it as the kingdom
of heaven. The two terms have the same m.eaning.

When John the Baptist proclaimed the coming of

the Messiah, his main theme was: "Repent, for the

kingdom of heaven is at hand."

The kingdom of God is a focal center in the

teaching of Jesus. Many of his parables deal with

the kingdom. He well knew that the minds of his

people were more concerned with temporal than

with spiritual things. He used every possible means
to emphasize the fact that he was concerned with

a spiritual kingdom. He said, "The kingdom of

God is within you." The first petition in the prayer

he taught his disciples was: "Thy kingdom come.

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven."

Christ's redeeming work of grace finds its

fruition in the doing of God's will here upon this

earth, even as God's will is done in heaven. The
kingdom begins when God's Spirit is set in the in-

dividual heart. That Spirit transforms the desires

of the heart and the thoughts of the mind. It

changes the relationship with God, the attitudes

toward one's self and toward others. It is truly the

beginning of a new life. Men and women who are

hid with Christ in God live their lives to the glory

of God by perfecting Christlike relationships with
all God's children.

If the kingdom of God is ever to come on earth,

men and women who name the Christ as the Lord
of their lives must perfect this Christlikeness in their

attitudes and relationships with their fellows. If

men and women are led into this Cliristlikeness the

Church is the only medium through which the task

can be accomplished. And only God can make the

Church equal to such a task.

This phase of the Church's responsibility is the

most difficult of all its tasks to perform. It extends

into every realm and relatonship. It is the respon-

sibility of the Church and of every church. Churches

do not always recognize their obligation for this

type of service. And because it is so extensive and

so complicated, they are not sure where and how
to begin even when they see the urgent need.

A logical place to begin is within the church

itself. If Christians cannot live and work together

in peace and harmony they can do but little toward

the coming of the kingdom. Even so, this is easier

said than done. It requires a large measure of

Christian grace. It is equally important that the

same relationship be maintained between churches

as they work together in associations, conferences

and councils of the denominational fellowship.

In the light of present world conditions the

Church of Christ must dedicate itself to building

a Christian social order. Much of the world is al-

ready an armed camp. The United States of Amer-
ica and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics are

engaged in an armament race which is taxing their

material and financial resources to the limit. They
are waging a cold war and piling up atomic weap-

ons which if ever used will bring complete destruc-

tion.

There are terrific tensions between nations and

there are also alarming cleavages and contentions

within nations. Nationalisms and racialisms are

rampart. There are no prophets who dare to pre-

dict what may happen before the close of this cen-

tury. It may be the darkest period the world has

ever known. On the other hand it may well be the

dawn of a new and better day than the world has

ever known before.

Certainly the present poses a challenge which

the Church of Christ must face. To the Church is

given the gospel of salvation. "For God so loved the

world that he gave his only Son, that whoever be-

lieves in him should not perish but have eternal life.

For God sent his Son into the world, not to con-

demn the world, but that the world might be saved

through him." That is both a promise and a pro-

phecy.

The World Council of Churches, in the Evans-

ton Meeting of 1954, had as its theme Christ the

Hope of the World. The Council affirmed its faith

in that declaration and sought ways to share that

hope with all the world. The several councils ap-

pointed by the Council are working diligently at the

tasks assigned to them. Every local church can give

itself to the needs within its own community. Every

Christian and every local church has a work to do in

the coming of the kingdom.
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Rev. Joseph Thomas, ''The White Pilgrim/' Presents

Unusual Figure in Congregational Christian Annals

One of the most interesting and

umisual figures in the annals of the

CongTegational Christian Church in

North Carolina and Virginia is that

of Eev. Joseph Thomas, often called

"The White Pilgrim." The name
was gi-^-en him beea ase he always wore

garments of pure white while tour-

ing church circuits of a dozen states,

preaching in scattered backwoods

churches and in homes of his follow-

ers.

The itinerant 'uinister. ^vho preach-

ed the beliefs of the Rev. James

( ) 'Kelly for more than a quarter of a

century, had a big part in laying the

foundations for the Southern Conven-

tion of Congregational Christian

Churches, which recently celebrated

its cpiitciiuia] with a meeting on May
1-3 at the 1 "nion Ridge Church, which

is located eight miles north of Burl-

ington, N. C., and within a few miles

of the "White Pilgrim's" birthplace.

Rev. Joseph Thomas was born

}Jarch 17, 1791. in th(- Ilawfields

coninuinity of v.hat is now jMani<nice

County, X. (
'., but he .journeyed far

in preaching tours that carried I'im

into tlie ^Mid-West and as far north

as XcAv York". Ho was Ihc \-;iuii.m>s1

of nine children of parents \v!i() !i'id

migrated southward from Pennsyl-

vania into Piedmont Nortii CarKliiui.

and from childho-id 1
.-^ was subje 't to

strong religious influences.

Financial reverses struck- the Tliom-

as family while Jos p!i u,is a -hil 1,

and he was appi'ent'ce-l to a neigh-

boring farmer, lie later v.Tut to live

with older brothers in Southwest Vir-

ginia and while there was completely

crippled by what he described in his

diary as the "white swelling." AVhile

crippled he thottght of becoming a

minister, but his real conversion into

the Christian Church occured at an

old-fashioned camp meeting in his

native Hawfields community Avhen he

was fifteen years old.

In the autumn of 1807, when young

Thomas was sixteen years old, he

journeyed on foot to a Christian Con-

ference at Raleigh, N. (!., and was

baptized by the Rev. James 0 'Kelly.

He began preaching at once, leaving

the Raleigh meeting in company with

other ministers for a tour of middle

and eastern Virginia.

Ill health struck the "Pilgrim"

again in the early days of his minis-

try, and he writes in hi§ diaiy of

By LUTHER N. BYRD

MEMORIAL WINDOW
This window in the Congregational Chris-

tian Church of Haw River commemorates
the long Christian service of Rev. Joseph
Thomas, known as "The White Pilgrim"

because of the pure white garb he wore
during his pioneer preaching journeys. A
modest marker stands at his grave near

Johnsonburg, N. J.

"spitting blood" Avhile walking

through snow and ice during the win-

ter of 1809 to fill a preaching appoint-

ment at Apple's Chapel in Guilford

County, N. C. Not even the tiem-

morhages could quench his religions

zeal, hoAvever, and he continued his

preaching tours, often-times on foot

for hundreds of miles, for more than
twenty-five years until his death in

1835,

Many and varied were the experi-

ences of the v>-hite-garbed "Pilgrim."

He wrote of leaping fully clothed

into a stream in eastern Virginia to

rescue a young girl from drowning,

and he told how the girl later em-

braced the Christian faith. He also

described liow he and his wife, whom
he married in northern Virginia in

1812, he had a narrow escape from

drov,-ning wliile crossing a flooded

stream.

.\t frequc'it intervals during his

c;)]'eer the "AVhite Pilgrim" would

letnm to his North Carolina home,

and he taught one three-months school

term in 1818 in a school at old Pro-

vidence Church at Graham, N. C.

This school later became an academy
and was expanded to become the

nucleus of the present Elon College.

A memorial v/indow in the Congre-

gational Christian Chnreh at Haw
River, N. C, connnemorates the serv-

ice of Rev. Joseph Thomas in this

area.

AVhiie on a preaching tour in New
Jersey in 1835, Thomas Avas fatally

striclren with small-pox. It is legend

that the community in which he died

v.-as so afraid of the small-pox that

it refused to permit his burial there.

It A\'as then that mentbers of a rural

chnrcli near Joluisonburg, N. J., came
loiward ;ind ottered the "White Pil-

L;i'iin" a la.st resting place. Plis re-

;i:ains still rest there beneath a mod-

est marker that tells of his long min-

isterial service.

International Study Group

Formation of a new study commis-

sion on Christian approach to the

cummon moral foundations of inter-

national life was announced recently

in New York by officers of the Com-

mission of the Churches on Interna-

tional AfPairs.

The organization is a joint agcjicy

of the International Missionary Coun-

cil and World Council of Churches.

The new Commission has been ask-

ed to confer during the next tAvo

years in an attempt to find wider

areas of moral understanding and ex-

plore efforts "to briag the guiding

principles of international life into

greater harmony with God's will."

Church leaders and experts in in-

ternational affairs from 17 countries

(Continued on page 10.)
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When Are Ministers Too Old?
By HORACE G. ROBSON

Secretary of the Congregational Board of Pastoral Supply

This article was suggested by a

victim of the all too usual attitude

of our Congregational Christian pas-

toral committees regarding the age

of prospective candidates. My ex-

perience in dealing with hundreds of

these committees, either in person or

by correspondence during the five

years that I have served as executive

secretary of the Congregational Board

of Pastoral Supply in Boston, Mass.,

convinces me that the theme is fully

justified.

Our statistics reveal that even the

most competent and successful of our

ministers, if over fifty years of age,

have slightly less than a 10 per cent

chance of being seriously considered

by and called to churches that pay a

basic salary of $4,000 or more. This

means that in practice our form of

polity tends to demote its ministers

professionally if or Avhen they happen
to find a change of pastorates either

wise or necessary after they have

reached their fiftieth year.

Although an exceptionally compe-

tent and gifted man will have a better

chance than one less so of being

among the fortunate few in this age

bracket to receive a call to one of our

stronger churches, the tragic fact still

remains that, so far as 90 per cent of

the churches are concerned, ability

and a record of success will be less a

determining factor in the final recom-

mendation of a pastoral committee

than the ministerial candidate's birth

date.

Here are the cold, hard^ deplorable

facts. During the first four years of

my ser-\ ice as executive secretary, this

board has given assistance in 231 sit-

uations -where the salaiy was a basic

$4,000 plus parsonage. Only twenty-

two of these cliurches, or slightly less

than 10 per cent, called men over fifty

years of age. The average of those

over fifty fortunate enough to be
called was fifty-four. Of the remain-
ing 209, ninety-four were in their

forties (the average age for this group
being forty-four), eighty-eight M'ere

in their thirties (the average for this

group being thirty-five) and twenty-
seven were in their twenties (the av-

erage for this group being twenty-
seven). The average age for the 209
under fifty was 33.5 years. The over-

all average for the total 231 was 39.8

years.

This, let me point out, is eighteen

years lower on the average than the

age of President Eisenhower's origin-

al cabinet and twenty-two years

younger than the President himself

at the time of his election. It is a

commonly recognized fact that doc-

tors, lawyers, statesmen and top busi-

ness executives find themselves in de-

mand for places of highest responsi-

bility between the ages of fifty and

sixty or even some years older. This

gives them from ten to fifteen years

more of professional advantage over

our ministers on the whole.

Why do our churches act this way ?

There is no single, simple explana-

tion. The reasons are numerous and

complex, varying more or less in each

case. A rather limited number of

churches that carry on more as if they

were social clubs than churches prefer

the "playboy" type of parson to a

prophetic, dynamic, spiritual and

moral leadership. The "playboy"

type is not of necessity young in

years, but a church that finds liis

kind congenial usually emphasizes

youthful qualifications.

Lifetime Ministry.

Another limited but larger group

continues to be governed by a tradi-

tion of long pastorates. They are

proud of having had but a few minis-

ters from the time of their founding

and wish to choose a minister with

just enoiagh experience to have tested

his gifts and personal qualities and

who, it is hoped, will make their

church his major of not his lifetime

ministry. There is much to be said in

favor of this practice theoretically

but it is my opinion that various

forces in the modern world doom it

to extinction. However, where it may
still exist, a minister who has reached

forty years is getting rather old for

such a situation.

Another point of view strongly em-

phasized by possibly 80 per cent of

our pastoral committees is the need

for a young minister who can "hold

our young people." Tn almost all

pastoral committees there are some

wise enough to know that successful

youth leadership is not a matter of

age but of personality, but these are

most often a minority. It is interest-

ing that frequently young people's

representative* on such committees
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are more aware of this fact than are

the older members.

Joint Besponsihility.

Furthermore, in our larger church-

es, and in many not so large, the

youth and young adult work, as well

as the program of Christian educa-

tion, is carried on by the minister's

assistants or associates who are speci-

fically assigned to such activities. On
the whole, the argument for having a

young minister to hold young people

is quite unconvincing.

The most basic reason why our

larger churches call young men, and a

factor which enters the thinking of

every committee, is that our churches

generally have not established a satis-

factory procedure for terminating a

misister's service wisely and graci-

ously before ill health or declining

powers create difficult problems for

both him and the church. Situations

of this sort are usually summed up in

such phrases as " he held on too long,
'

'

'

' he didn 't know when to quit, " "he

outstayed his usefulness," but in all

eases the resu.lts are the same. The

minister becomes increasingly restive

and unhappy while the church de-

clines in strength.

Although some ministers may not

handle these situations with consum-

mate wisdom, it is unfair to place on

them all the responsibility for such

debacles. As a matter of fact, most of

our ministers time their retirement

from heavy church duties very saga-

ciously and with prior concern for the

church's good. But the matter needs

to be approached by minister and

people as a joint responsibility and

with greater seriousness than now
prevails. The comparatively small

number of tragic situations that ac-

tually develop so greatly influence

the thinking of pastoral committees

regarding men in the fifty or sixty

age group that we urgently need to

face the issue collectively at every

level of our fellowship. This is a

task for local churches, for associa-

tions of churches, for state confer-

ences and for the General Council,

each and all.

The plight of our ministers who are

over fifty has certain very undesir-

able results both for the individual

minister and for our fellowship as a

whole. Our best informed and most

alert younger ministers become "age

conscious" soon after ordination and

begin to block out periods of service

with the aim of locating in what they

expect to be the largest and most

challenging church of their ministry

by not later than their forty-fifth
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News of Elon College
President L. E. Smith, Elon College, N. C.

"The Palmer Fund"

Prior to his death, Mr. Francis

Asbury Palmer of New York City

established a '

' Fnnd for the advance-

ment and support of home missions

and educational institutions ; to as-

sist Evangelical churches, missions,

schools and associations; to assist

Christian ministers and workers ; to

help needy persons desiring to be-

come Christian ministers, teachers, or

workers to acquire a suitable train-

ing and education, and to establish

in colleges and schools Bible teachers

and lecturers ; and to acquire, to hold,

and to dispose of such personal and

real property as the said purposes of

the corporation shall require."

The Fund was incorporated in

1897. In 1936 the officers were Mar-

tyn Summerbell, President, Dr. Wal-

ter P. Anderton, Vice-President,

Richard H. Long, Treasurer and Re-

cording Secretary, Dr. E. G. Still-

man, Corresponding Secretary, and

Richard Kelly, Counsel. Of this num-
ber. Dr. Anderton and Richard H.

Long are still directors. The others

have passed awaj^. The directors of

the Fund meet annually on Thursday

after the second Sunday in May to

receive reports from various com-

mittees, allocate funds, plan for in-

vestments, and all other matters for

which the directors are responsible.

Originally the Fund made grants

to ministerial students in colleges and

seminaries. During the depression,

when income was low and some in-

vestments were not secure, the maiter

of grants to ministerial students was

discontinued and instead loans were

extended.

In recent j^ears the condition of the

Fund has improved. At its meeting

Thursday, May 18, 1956, all outstand-

ing ministerial accounts were forgiv-

en and those indebted to the Fund
were notified. It was voted that the

Fund reinstate its practice of extend-

ed grants to ministerial students on

certain conditions. A committee was
appointed to explore the fields of re-

li^'ion in which Mr. Palmer was vit-

ally interested and mentioned in the

indenture setting up the Fund.

Prior to 1930, Elon College in

North Carolina and Defiance College

in Ohio, institutions founded by the

Christian Chiireh, were beneficiariesi

of the Fund. Grants to these institu-

tions were discontinued during the

depression, but in 1950 gi'ants were

made to these institutions. For two

years they received $1,000 each ;
for

one year, $1,500 each; two years,

$2,000; and for 1956 Elon College

and Defiance College Avill rpc^ive

$3,000 each.

But for the fact that Mr. Palmer

took a part of his hard-earned wealth

to establish a Fund bearing his name
for good aiid noble purposes, he would

have been forgotten long, long ago

save by a few relatives a]]d fi'iends

who might ha^'c been benefited by

the distribution of his earnings. Cer-

tainly his useful life, so far as his

r-ontributions to others in prepara-

tion for religious services and insti-

tutinns dedicated to the cause of

Christian Education, would have

stopped at his death. In and tiirougii

the Fund tliat he establisliod, ho\v-

ever, he lives in the minds of scores

and liundreds and continues to liear

fruit in the cause of righteousness.

You may not be blessed with liun-

dreds of thousands of dollars as was

Mr. Palmer, but you are blessed with

money which you could dedicate fo

the cause of righteousness, .nnd in such

an act you would write your name
high on the rolls of lionor and ^vith

a blessing. Why not take a part of

your earnings and establish a Foun-

dation for the good of humanity to

the cause of righteousness and the

glory of God?

Reverend W. E. Baker, Piqua,

Ohio, and the writer are directors

representing the former Christian

Church.

* » * * #

Apportionment Giving

I know from personal experience

thnt there seems to be a "let down"
in church activities from Easter to

September. This is particularly true

regarding finance for the benevolent

purposes. Unfortunately, there is no

]>articular let down in the expenses

of Elon College. The cost of current

operations may vary a bit from month

to month, but they are practically the

same at the end of each quarter, with

the exceptio)i of the summer quarter

which is more expensive than any

of the other tbx-ee quarters. For in-

stance, faculty salaries are earned in

nine months, but paid in twelve equal

monthly installments. In addition,

salaries for summer school must be

paid. Also, coal bills, for the ensuing

college year should be paid during the

summer months.

It is encouraging to have our

chui-ches and Sunday schools think

of the college all twelve months in

the year. There is scarcely, if ever,

a week in which the college does not

receive some contribution from a

number of our churches. By faithful

and constant co-operation, we have

been able to come thus far with a

very satisfactory program, if an ex-

pensive one.

Prcviouslj' reported .$ 9,312.70

Eastern ]S1. C. Conference:

Lee's Oliapel $ 26.00

Eastern Va. Conference:

Holland $ 121.00

N. C. and Va. Conference

:

Mt. Zion $ 11.00

LynchbuTg 7.75

Vivginia Valley Conference:

Bethel : $ 27.46

Total $ 193.21

Grand total $ 9,505.91*****
Declaration of Purpose

Building operations at the college

go on with satisfactory daily achieve-

ments. The dining hall is complpfe

;

Virginia Hall is practically complete;

Carolina Hall is nearing completion

and will be complete before the month
of June is over, all of Avhich means

that the contractor, the architect and

all expenses incurred in building op-

erations and in completing the loan

agreement with the Housing Home
and Finance Agency must be paid.

The major part of these expenses, of

course, are paid out of the loan secur-

ed, but there are certain expenses in

coniiectioii with the building program

that the college must pay. These

amount to $82,000. In addition, all

of these buildings must be furnished

which will total between $55,000 and

$65,000. To buy to advantage, these

must be paid for when delivered.

You may readily see what a task

there is before us.

Should any church be in a position

to malve a payment of its pro rata

share in the construction of these

buildings it would be most gratefully

received. This is an earnest appeal

to our churches in the Southern Con-

vention to please sign their Declara-

tion of Purpose and forward the same

that they may be properly rei)orted

through The Christian Sun. I am
(Contiuuefi on page 15.)
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Church Women at Work
With Emphasis on Missions

Mrs. J. H. Booth, Jr., Editor

143 Winchester Drive, Hampton, Va.

European Fellowship Tours

An unusual European tour is being

offered under the auspices of the Wo-
men's Fellowship of the Internation-

al Council. The purpose is to provide

an experience of personal fellow-

ship between British, Dutch, and

American Consre<jational womeii, and

to visit several projects in Europe in

which Congregationalists participate.

Plans approved by the Women
S'tate Presidents of the National Fel-

lowship of Congi-egational Christian

Women provide for a selected group

of 24 Congregational Christian wo-

men to meet in New York City for a

day of briefing and to sail on Sep-

tember 26, on the Queen Elizabeth,

and return on the Queen Mary on

October 30, 1956.

The 23 days of travel will include

participation in home and church

life; sightseeing in England, Wales,

Scotland, and Holland ; observance of

the ministry to refugees, probably in

Germany ; introditction to the head-

quarters of the World Council of

Churches, in Geneva; a visit to the

College Cevenol in France and a short

stay in Paris.

The tour will be conducted by Mrs.

Robert G. Williams, President of tlie

Women's Fellowship of the Interna-

tional Cuncil, who has travelled wide-

ly in Europe.

Mrs. W. B. Williams, 1253 24th

Street, Newport News, Virginia is

serving on Fellowship Tour Commit-
tee. Applications from the Southern

Convention are to be sent to her.

These should be in by June 1.

* * * # #

Worthy Undertaking Exceeds

Fondest Hopes

When the Winchester Council of

Church Women, in 1952, decided to

place Bibles in Memorial Hospital,

there was no dream of how farreaeh-

ing this action might be.

After the vote was taken the women
representatives went back to their

churches and told the people that it

was estimated that $2.25 would place

a Bible beside a bed in Memorial Hos-
pital.

The result far exceeded our fond-

est hopes. Funds came rolling in so

that immediately Bibles (approxi-

mately 200) Avere placed in the Hos-

pital, and $25 worth of children's

books ranging in price from Eger-

mier's Bible Stories to a 15 cent pic-

ture story or Bible coloring book. A
stamp was placed in each Bible, giv-

ing the name of donor and the date,

and five "Where to Look" scattered

through each Bible, purchased from

American Bible Society. Fifteen Bib-

les Avere presented to the City jail.

A $10 leather bound copy of the He-

vised Standard Version was present-

ed to Handley High School, to Doug-

For Children's Day

If T could paint llie fairest sight

Tli.it gave my soul the most delight,

It would not be the crimson dawn,
Or golden West when day is gone.

Nor would it be the arching sky

Of blue, with white clouds sailing by;

Nor moonlight on a lake or sea,

Nor soaring bird, nor stately tree.

My picture would not be the snows
Of winter, or sweet summer's rose,

Or brilliant hues of fall, or spring,

Draped in soft, misty green. These bring

My soul a wondrons joy and thrill!

But if I had an artist's skill,

I"d combine all these beauties fair

Within one masterpiece, so rare;

For T would paint a little child

Wlio looked at me, and sweetly smiled!

—Chystal Shoemaker.

las School, to Virginia Avenue
School, and to Evans Home.

In October 1955, 500 Spiritual Vit-

amins were placed in the local hos-

pital, and several Bibles transferred

from the hospital to be sliared with

the Negro Vacation Bible School.

In May 1955, a contribution of $25

was made to the American Bible So-

ciety. In March 1956, .$5 was sent

again to the Bible Society to ])lace

more copies of "Where to Look" in

the hospital Bibles, where the supply

was diminished.

One hiuidred copies of the Revised

Standard Version of John's Gospel

Avith colorful binder have been pur-

chased and are to be mailed to each

greduate of Handley and Douglas
Schools in June, with a suitable card

of congratulation from the Winches-

ter Council of Church Women.

The Editor "Rambles On"

Ruth Whitten told me the story

behind the above report which was

made to the Winchester Council of

Church Women at a Mey Fellowship

covered dish supper, held in the Bap-

tist Church on May 11.

She said several years ago she read

a short statement in The Christian

Sun that while our Mrs. Lewis in

Portsmouth, was a patient in King's

Daughter's Hospital, she asked for

a Bible and it was with a bit of dif-

ficulty that one Avas finally located

for her.

This gave Mrs. Whitten the idea

of asking the Winchester Council of

Church Women to place a Bible by

each bed in Winchester Memorial

Hospital. There was no money on

hand and she Avas asked to head up

the project. The report shows Avhat

a grand success it Avas, and Mrs.

Whitten added that the experience

had been so rich that she wished to

share it.

Let me tell you another interesting

story. "Many years ago Ruth Curl-

ing and IMary Haltead Avorked in the

Courthouse Building in Portsmouth,

Virginia ; Ruth for the City of Ports-

mouth and Mary for Norfolk County.

Both married and left Portsmouth

and did not meet again for a number

of years.

Now in 1956 both are serving on

Women 's Board of Southern Conven-

tion. Last week Mary Ruth Whitten

from Winchester, Virginia and Mary

Lou Booth from Winchester Drive,

Hampton, were both assigned to Room

118 in Virginia Hall at Elon College

for the 1956-57 session.

The third story is brief but very

en's Page!!

urgent ! ^Ye need news for the ^Yom-

Treasurer's Report

The folloAving is the Quarterly Re-

port (2nd year, 1st quarter), Bien-

nium 1955-57, of the Treasurer of

the Women's Fellowsliip of the Sou-

thern Convention of Congregational

Cliristian Churches.

EEGEIPTS.

N' C Women's Fellowship:

AVomen $ 2,279.18

Juniors 54.93

Cradle Uoll 51.61

$ 2,385.72

Valley of Va. Women's Fellowship:

AVomen $ 90.30

Young People 27.55

$ 117.85

(Continued on page 13.)
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Church Leaders to Confer in Beirut

on Relief of Arab Refugees

Sixty-two church delegates from

America, Australia. India, and many
European countries are meeting with

leading Christians from the I\Iiddle

East in Beirut, Lebanon, ]May 21-25,

to consider anew the relief needs of

Arab refugees in eoninued abesence

of a solution to their situation. The

conference, sponsored jointly by the

World Council of Churches and the

International Missionary Council, was

organized by the Division of Inter-

Church Aid and Service to Refugees

of the WCC.
Speakers at the conference include

Mr. Henry R. Labouisse, dirctor of

the United Nations and Relief

Agency, Dr. Charles Malik of Leb-

anon, and Dr. Alford Carleton of the

American Board of Commissioners

for Foreign ^Missions of the Congre-

gational Christian Church of the IT.

S. A. Dr. Robert C. Mackie, Scot-

land, chairman of the Administrati-^'o

Committee of the Division of Inter-

Church Aid and Service to Refugees

of the World Council of Churches,

will preside.

The world-wide concern of the

sponsoring organizations for the hu-

man needs of refugees of varying

categories has produced a series of

World Council of Churches' confer-

ences on .separate problems. The Ham-
burg conference of 1949 has been

credited Avith breaking "the conspir-

acy of silence surrounding the Ger-

man refugee problems." The Salz-

burg Conference of 1950 made pro-

posals regarding the Autrian refu-

gee problems, many of which were

subsequently adopted with success.

A conference held in Beirut in 1951

resulted in the creation of a Near

East Christian Council Committee for

Refugees and an important relief

programme which has been maintain-

ed since that time in close cooperation

Avith the United Nations Relief and

Works Agencj^ for Palestine Refu-

gees in the Near East, the UN agency

created to deal with this particular

refugees problem.

Hopes entertained at the first Bei-

rut conference "of a .iust and early

solution to the Arab refugee problem
have not materialized and a review

of relief programmes and needs is

now urgently neces.sary," according

to Dr. Elfan Rees, of the Commission
of the Churches on International Af-

fairs, has played a large part in

tlie plans for the forthcoming confer-

once.

Many of the delegates to the second

Beirut Conference will be the execu-

tives of the relief departments of their

respective churches and of national

Christian councils. In addition to

delegates, there will be 24 observers

and consultants.

Several of the delegates are plan

ning to visit Isdael either before or

after the meeting in Beirut.

Report of Convention Committee

on the Ministry

A shortage of divinely-called, and

adequately trained ministers, like the

poor, is always Avith us. And it poses

a critical problem. For not only are

there usually churches Avithout a

regular pastor, but there are not

enough replacements for vacancies

caused by death or retirement across

the A-ears. These tliingh ought not

.so to be. What can be done about the

matter ?

Your committee recommends that

our ministers and pastors pray, pub-

licly and in private, that the Lord of

the harvest will send foi-tli laborers

into the fields. This Avas Avhat Jesus

suggested as a solution to the short-

age of laborers in his day. Further-

more, ministers and Sunday school

teachers and laymen could help a

great deal, by approaching some of

the fine young people Avho are in

everv congregation, concerning tliis

important matter. In this Avay, po-

tential ministers and Christian Avcu'k-

ers might be discovered and encour-

aged and enlisted. It might be Avell,

too, to have a special day on Avhich

the Call to Christian Vocations might

b'^ emphasized and an appeal made
for decisions in the matter.

We Avould further recommend that

the call and the claims of the Chris-

tian Ministry be laid upon the hearts

of promising young women as Avell

as 3'oung men. In the past Ave have

thought of young Avomen as candi-

dates for church secretaries, social

Avorkers, missionaries, and directors

of Christian education. Bnt Avhy not

include in this list of Christian voca-

tions, the ministry itself. There are,

in our Congregational Christian Fcl-

loAvship, quite a few women Avho are

serving churches Avith efficiencj' and

acceptance. Why not have other?

from our OAvn CouA^ention Avho Avill

consider this high calling?

We commend the action of the

^•nmmittee Avhich arranged a Retreat

for ]\Iinisters at IMoonelon last fall to

consider specifically the problem of

culistinc;' acceptable young men and

A\"omen for Christian Vocations, espe-

cially the ministry. A large number
of our ministers attended the Re-

treat and Avere inspired and challeng-

ed bA- the pros ram, the discussions,

the f'^llowship, and the services of

Avorship.

AVe coiiunend also the Annual ^lin-

isters' ConA'ocation or Conference

Avhieh has been held each year for the

past two years. Heretofore, they

haA-e been held at Camp Ncav Hope,
liut tliis year the conference aaIU be

held at our OAvn Moonelon, the sf'cond

Aveek in May. These conferences are

marked by constructive programs,

good felloAvship, and inspiration.

We commend to the ministers of

our conventioji th? Pastor's School

Avhi'li Avill be lield this year at the

Decrina; Center in New Hampsliire

under the aus}?ices of the Boai'd of

Hfiine jMissions. This conference is

well planned and ably administered.

Tiiaiiirs lo a grant from the Home
Board, a minister is reimbursed for

iiis traA-eling expenses, less fifteon

dollars, and is furnished room and
board free for the three Aveeks period

of tlie sr-hool. In this Avay, at a mini-

mum expense, a minister can take a

refresher course under able instruc-

tors and in ideal surroundings. Dr.

T. Scott Avill gladly furnisii fur-

ther information and Application

Blanks.

AVe commend the eiforts tluit have

lieen made to increase the salaries of

our ministers throughout the coii-

A ention. Much still needs to be done

in this line, but the laymen of the

church should take the inititave in

the matter.

We recommend that ministers \\\w

liaA'e not had the chance to finisii

Seminary Avork, or ministers Avith

Conference Ordination only, lie given

an opportunity to complete a Read-

ing Course, dealing with both the

theolocical and the practical phases

of the minister's Avork. And Ave urge

all ministers continually to stud}- and
to read and to think, to shoAv them-

selvf^s approved unto (Jod, Avorlciiien

that need not to be ashamed, and
fruitfvd in every good Avork.

We commend the Special Connnit-

tee of the convention appointed to

arrange a Christian Vocation or Life

Worli ('onference for young jieople

(Continued on page 13.)



Page Ten THE CHRISTIAN SUN Mwy 24, 1956

Youth at Work in the Church
Rev. John S. Gra\tis, Editor, Box 836, Elon College, N. C.

Area Youth Meeting at Danville

A District Yoniis: People's Meeiino'

was held at Third Avenue Christian

Church, Danville, Virginia, on Sun-

day, April 29, 1956, at 3:30 p. m.

Churches represented were: Lebanon,

Third Avenue, Union and Center,

South Boston.

The worship service was sponsored

by the young people of Third Avenue.

Mrs. Julian Owens, president of Third

Avenue, was in charge of the call to

worship and the words of welcome.

Union Church had charge of the reg-

istration. Lind Evans gave the Medi-

tations on World Friendship. Visi-

tors were introduced by the Rev. W.
Walter Hall. Douglas Albert from

Lahore, West Pakistan, student at

Elon College, gave a talk on "World
Friendship," but the main topic was

"Pakistan." The Rev. John S.

Graves, Secretary of Christian Edu-

cation and Youth Work of the South-

ei-n Convention, was also there. Pie

talked to us about the Summer Camp
Program at Moonelon. Two advisors

Avere elected : Mr.s. Foster Pointer

from Lebanon, and Mrs. Walter Plall

from Tliird Avenue, Danville.

BoNiTA Brandon,
Serc7'etary.*****

Every Church Visitation in the

Western North Carolina

Conference

An Every Church Visitation is bi--

ing conducted in the Western North

Carolina Conference now. It is spon-

sored by the Committee on Missions

of which I\Ir. W. II. Hughes, Jr. is

the chairman.

The purpose of this program is to

carry information on Our Christian

World Mission to a select group of

leaders in evei-y local church.

The program consists of : the sho^N' -

ing of a ncAv film ejititled, "A Gift

for My Son;" the sharing of the giv-

ing history of the local church for the

past four years; the presenting of a

suggested goal for giving to Missions;

and the distribution of literatiu-e on

''Onr Cliristian World Mission."

The program will be presented l)y

a team from a nearby church, includ-

ing a laywoman, a layman, a young
person and a minister.

Following is a tentative schedule,

giving the num.ber of the team as-

/^igned, the name of the captain, and

the date of the Visitation for each

church

:

TEAM No. 1—S. E. Madren.
Spoon's Chapel—May 18.

Bailey's Grove—May 20.
^

High Point—May 21.

Needham's Grove—May 22.

TEAM No. 2—L. M. Presnell.

Smithwood—May 18.

Pleasant Hill—May 20.

Pva;nseur—May 21.

Eandleman^May 22.

Plea.sant Ridge—May 23.

TEAM No. 3—Bill Simmons.
Zion—June 13.

Grace's Chapel—June 14.

Antioch (O—June 15.

TEAM No. 4—W. Clay Farrell.

Hank's Chapel—June 6.

Mt. Pleasant—June 7.

Center Grove—June 8.

Big Oak—June 9.

TEAM No. 5—Max Vestal.

Pleasant Cross—June 13.

Union Grove—June 14.

Albemarle—June 17.

Pleasant Grove—June 18.

Shiloh—June 19.

TBAI\I No. 6— WiNFRED Bray.
A.^hciboro—May 27.

Antioch (R)—May 28.

Liberty—May 29.

Flint kill (R)—May 30.

Sophia—May 31.

TEAIM No. 7—M. V. Welch.
Providence Chapel—May 27.

New Center—May 28.

Brown's Chapel—May 29.

Bennett—May 30.

Paterson's Grove—May 31.

Shadj^ Grove—June 1.

TEAM No. 8—F. C. Lester.

Seagrove—June 4.

Biscoe—June 5.

Flint Hill (M)—June 7.

Ether—June 8.

Pleasant Union—June 6.

*****
Faith Commission

The Faith Commission is the heart

of our whole Pilgrim Fellowship pro-

o'ram. This program area involves

deepening one's own religious lile-

The following projects are includ-

ed in the Faith Corn-mission

:

1. Bible Study—^ This year our

Bible Study is the Four Prophets.

Information on these is in the pro-

gram packet with a planned program
for each one.

2. Study of basic Christian Be-

liefs—A good way to carry out this

project is to have a study of the

principles of the Christian Church.

3. Knowledge of Christian Plis-

tory—A pamphlet on the history of

the Christian Church can be obtained

from the Pilgrim Press, 14 Beacon

St., Boston 8, Mass.

4. Meaning of church and church

membership—It would be a good idea

for your group to have your minister

discuss with you the meaning of the

church and church membership or

have a class for the members of the

church.

5. The practice of prayer and

meditation.—Each member should be

given some part on the program ra-

ther than letting one or two persons

have the program all the time.

6. Training in leadership respon-

sibilities—Have the officers of the P.

F. change each year so that each mem-
ber will get some training in leader-

ship.

7. A desire to share the Christian

life—To reach those who are not

reached by the church. It would in-

crease your enrollment as well as help

get the outsiders interested. Maybe
the losing team could treat the win-

ners to supper or furnish refresh-

ments for the next meeting.

It is the Commission Chairman's
responsibility to plan for some of

these emphases each year.

Carolyn Brittle, Chairman,

Faith Commission,

Eastern Virginia P. F.

INTERNATIONAL STUDY
GROUP.

(Continued from page 5.)

m.ake up the commission. American
members include : Ernest Gross, New
York, former U. S. Ambassador to

the United Nations and chairman of

the Department of International af-

fairs of the National Council of

Churches; and Mrs. Douglas Horton,

Cambridge, Mass., former Wellesley

College president and a NCC vice

president.

Other names include Professor Ar-

nold Toynbee, London ; Sir Kenneth
Grubb, London; and Professor J. L.

ITromadka, noted Czeck theologian.

Werner Kagi, professor of Interna-

tional Law at the University of Zu-

rich, Switzerland, is chairman. Dr.

Richard M. Fagley, New York, CCIA
exeeuti\'e secretary was named secre-

tary. The study will be titled "In-

ternational Ethos: A Christian Ap-.

proaeh,"

—

Religious Newsweekiy,
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year and preferably before their for-

tieth.

Reasonable Objective.

There is no point in being- critical

of these men for a lack of dedication,

for being overly ambitions or for any-

thing else. Such criticism may be

well-founded in some instances, yet

the simple fact remains that many
young persons will continue to use

their wits with the not unworthy ob-

jective of achieving and creating the

largest influence they can as Chris

tian ministers.

As one of these ambitious ministers

looks at it, the situation calls for just

such planning. He may, and I think

he generally does, regret that condi-

tions call for action of this sort. He
would prefer that professional effec-

tiveness and personal endowments
might make him as desirable as men
in the secular persuits after their

fiftieth year. He knows, however,

that as a minister, even after forty-

five, the odds are four to one against

him. The total effect of this situation,

both conscious and subconscious, is

very bad not only for the individual

but for the churches as well.

Those of our ministers who are

moving into their forties and have

served their present churches from,

five to ten years are acutely aware of

their problem. Scarcely a day passes

that this office is not approached by

men of this age-group who seek coun-

sel as to the advisability of a change

of parishes before they are any older.

This is natural, normal and even

praiseworthy in a "system" such as

ours. But it would be better both for

our ministers and our churches if this

reasonable apprehension about the

future Avere unnecessary. A minister

could then rest assured that his abili-

ties and achievements, not the num-
ber of his years, would be the deter-

mining factors up to at least his six-

tieth year with the pastoral commit-

tees of our stronger churches. I be-

lieve that such a change of attitude

in our churches would lift the morale

of our ministry immensely and would
consequently bring increased strength

to our church life. Under prevailing

conditions, the incentive which pro-

fessional advancement gives is all but

lost.

Men of real power, in what should

be their most productive years, often

find themselves marking time in sit-

uations Avhich by their very nature

cannot test the full capacities of such

men. Thus the cause suffers while

much of our manpower goes to waste.

Our churches cannot afford to lose

by default the inventment of tested

experience, of disciplined ability, of

mature attitudes and of spiritual in-

sights which these men represent. The

loss sustained by the work of C4od's

kingdom is no doubt the most depres-

sing aspect of this short-sightedness.

For those of us who put our churches

'

welfare first, the problprn is almost

desperately inunediate.

There is another side of this matter

for which no statistics are available

Init which even so permits a reason-

able assumption that the failure of

our fellowship to produce as many
as one-half the ministers it needs to

fill its pulpits is at least p.artially re-

lated to the attitude of our cliurches

toward ordained men over fifty. This

is, I believe, particularly true in re-

gard to the young men who grow up
in our parsonages and are intimately

acquainted with the facts. Yet even

our yoimg people as whole are at

least vaguely aAvare that the problem

exists.

In these days Avhen avc riglitly em-

pliasize the greatness of " Christ iaa

vocation'" in all fields of endeavor

and urge our youth to serve the king-

dom of God as dedicated Christians

in any honorable occupation, they

know quite well that in almost any

other line of effort their services will

be more highly valued in their fifties

and sixties than in the ministry and

that the chances of finding themselves

discriminated against on account of

their age will be far smaller.

Since a life spent in any one of

these other vocations may be devoted

to the service of Christ, a choice of

some calling besides the ministry is

not only less hazardous but also ra-

tional in the longer xiew. While this

is by no means the only reason for

our denominational failure to pro-

duce its own ministers in sufficient

number, I am certain that it is an

important one.

What specifically can be done to

remedy this deplorable condition '! I

have already said that the problem

should be faced frankly both by min-

isters and by lay people at all levels

of our denominational life. Every
association should be asked to appoint

a highly competent committee to

make a thorough study of this ques-

tion, and each such committee should

be asked to delegate a representative

to serve on a state committee which

would consider the matter in the light

of conclusions arrived at by the var-

ious association committees.

These state committees could trans-

mit their findings and suggestions to

our denomin3.tionia} Commissjon on

the Ministry with the request that

the commission ask the General Coun-

cil to declare itself and to present

specific suggestions as to the wisest

ways of dealing creati"vely with the

problem and of improving the pre-

sent unhappy state of aft'airs.

EA'ery committee so co]istituted

would have to deal with the difficul-

ties that^ so frequently arise in tlie

process of terminating a pastorate be-

fore both the minister and the church

have suffered too deeply from de-

structive tensions. If it were com-

monly understood among us, for ex-

ample, that a church with a minister

Avho has passed his sixty fifth birth-

day has a right and duty, in fairness

bcith to itself and to the minister, to

hold an annual election with a secret

ballot on the continuation of its min-

ister's service after his sixty-fifth

birthday, many pastoral committees,

I believe, would develop a more fav-

orable attitude toward recommend-
ing men over fifty. I believe also

that detailed recommendations as to

the best ways of taking such a vote

might be offered to churches upon in-

quiry and that this would help many
churches to avoid embarrassment.

With sufficiently careful colleeiive

though concerning these vital matters

it would be possible for our churches

to work out better procedures and
A\ ould relieve many ministers of much
anxiety lest having celebrated their

fiftieth anniversary they find tliem-

selves no longer Avanted or needed iu

the echelons of higher leadership.

—

Advance.

PASTOR OF BEVERLY HILLS
PRESENTED NEW CAR.

(Continued from page 2.)

Mr. Snyder, a native of Elkton,

Virginia, and a graduate of Elon Col-

lege and the Duke Divinity School,

was pastor of Bethel, Concord and
Mt. Zion churches, on Route 3, Burl-

ington, before taking his present pas-

torate. He ha,s seen the churcli groAv

from ten members at the time he as-

sumed the Avork, to the present 231

members.

Mr. Snyder is the chairman of the

Board of Publications of the Soutli-

ern Convention.

He is married to the former I\Iiss

Xellie Gray Mann of Burlingto)!, and

they have three children. They re-

side at 721 North Church Street, Bur-

lington, North Carolina.

Criticize by creation, not by finding

fault,

—

Cicero,
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Sunday School Lesson
Bij Rev. H. S. Hardcastle, D. D.

drama. Read aright it makes the

blood tingle and the heart beat faster.

It is a shame that we have to hurry
through it in one short

The Church in Europe

Lesson X

—

Tune ;i, 1956.

IMemory Selection: "Then <;pal'e fhr

Lord . ... Be uof afraid, hvf speal-,

and hold not ihy peace: for T am
With thee.'' Acts ] S:9-10.

Backgrot^nd Scriptures Aets 1.i:36,

18:22.

Devotional Reading : Acts 17:22-31.

Going Places and Seeing Things.

The Lesson Committee has caught

the spirit of the age. For today's

lesson covers three full chapters in

the action-packed story of Paul's

Second ]\Iissionary Journey. This

Journey involved hundreds of mili's

of tr.'r-el and nearly three full years

of time. And Ave are expected to cov-

er all this period of intensive activity

in one lesson of about tAventy-five or

thirty minutes! That is " Jet Plane''

stuff sure enough ! As a matter of

fact, the Committee which planned

this lesson knew that it would be im-

possible to cover all the gronnd, for

the printed lessou covei-s only tln'r-

teen verses, and deals with only two

or three events in this long Mission-

ary Journey. Bnt as background for

these Notes the Avriter thinks it will

be good to give the barest outline of

the places Paul and Silas visited, and

some of the tilings that happened

there.

^yhere Theg Wrnt and What

Til eg Did.

Base of Operations.—Antioeh, start-

ing point of the Second Missionary

Tri]). Paul and Barnabas disagree

over whether to take John Mark
who deserted them on the First

Missionary Journey, and part com-

pany. Barnabas, the great-li cart-

ed, takes INIark. Paul takes Silas

as a traveling companion.

Places Visited, and fhijigs done by

them, and. to them. — RevisUed

Churches in Syria an.d Cili-ia,

which were founded on First Mis-

sionary Journey. Churches were

"confirmed."

Derbe and Lystra.—Finds Timothy,

a young man well reported of bv

the brethren, and takes him as his

helper. The beginning of a fine

and frnitful friendship.

Closed Doors. — Visit Phyrgia and
(Galatia and are forbidden to preach

{;h,e wpr4 in Asja. Visit Mysia and

again are forbidden to go into By-
thinia.

Ojjcn Door.— (Ionics to Troas where

Panl has his Macedonian vision,

feeling divinely called to uo into

Europe. Joined here by Luke, who
compiled the Acts.

f/'^V/p/" -- Spoke to a woman's group
by tlif^ riA'ersidr. Lydia and her

Iionseliold are r-onverted. Frees a

damsel Avith '"a spirit of divina-

tio)i, " suffers Auolence at the hands
of a mob, is thrown in prison after

being beaten, and is strangely de-

livered during the night. Leaves

the city.

Thessaloniea.—Preaches in the syna-

gogne, arouses the oppositioji of

the Jews, and is driAcn out of the

city.

Berra.—Preaches in the synagogue, is

Avell received by the Beroans, but

is again driven from the city by
unbelieving Jews.

Athens.—Delix'ers a sermon on Mars
Hill to the intelligentsia Avith mix-

ed re.snlts, but does gain a small

folloAving.

Corinth.—Speaks every Sabbatli in

the s.ynagogue, arouses opprsition.

as usual, resoi ts to a private home,

and continues to preach and to

teach f;)r "a year and six months."
Acts IS :11. Ts comforted by a vis-

ion in the night.

EpJiesus.—Back in Asia again, bnt

spent only a short time there, hav-

ing a great desire to go to Jeru-

salem to attend the Passover. Prom-
ises to return if God Avilled.

Antioeh.—Home again, after travel-

ing hundreds of miles and being

aAvay about three years!

NoAv all this may seem like dry
reading in outline. But if one turns

to Acts and reads the Avhole story it

is thrilling reading. It is the story

of a man with a constraining love of

Christ in his heart, going to the ends

of the earth to share the good ncAvs

Avith others, preaching and teaching,

facing opposition and persecution,

snffering hardship and misunder-

standing, persisting and preserving,

winning converts, enlisting helpers,

establishing churches, bearing his wit-

ness for Christ, and winning great

A'ictories for Christ. Here is one of

the great epics of the Christian

Church. There is adventure, action,

What It Tells Us.

Here is an example of divine guid-

ance. When Paul and Silas Avanted

to n-o into Phyrgia and Galatia, and
later into IMysia, "the Spirit suffered

them not.'' God closed these doors

to them. Bnt Avhen they came to

Troas. God opened another door to

them. Jesus said, "He that willeth

to do shall knoAv. " God guides those

Avho Avill be guided. God sometimes

closes doors, doors that look as if they

would lead to great things. But Avhen

God closes one door. He ahvays opens

another door.

Here is the significant fact that

the first convert when the gospel was
carried to Europe urn a woman. She
Avas a symbol and a pledge of the neAv

Avomanhood in Christ Jesus, a symbol

of the new dignity and worth which

Christ gave to Avomanhood and the

home. The gospel AA'as leaving Asia

and the East, and starting in Europe
and the West. God saAv to it that it

found root in the home, and that Avo-

manhood AA'as claimed by it and re-

deemed by it.

Here is the truth that the gospel

can get a foothold and do its Avork

under the most difficult and discour-

aging conditions. There Avas opposi-

tion to be sur(\ Much of the seed fell

on hard and stuny and shalloAV soil.

But as these men soAved the seed in

season and out of season, some of it

fell on good ground, and in due sea-

son it came to fruition and to harvest.

We are not to be Aveary in Avell-doing,

for in due season Ave shall reap if Ave

faint not.

Here is a Avord of encouragement

for teachers and preachers who are

somcAvhat fearful about the truth.

"Be not afraid, but speak, and hold

not thy peace," said God to Paul

AAdien the going got tough in Corinth.

There are many groups in our nation

who Avould stifle the A^oice of Chris-

tian workers on many of the burning

issues of the day. It takes much cour-

age to espouse unpopular causes, to

speak out on moral and social issues.

To be sure, one must speak the truth

in love. But after all, the gospel is

not aspirin ; it is dynamite. It is not

designed to put people to sleep, but

to wake them up. It is not to lull

them to inaction, but to sting them

into action. It is not an opiate, but

a stimulant.

And here of course, is the genius

(Continued on page 15,)
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TREASURER'S REPORT.
(Continued from page 8.)

Eastern Va. Women's Fellowship:

Women $ 1,331.91

Juniors 44.28

Oiadle EoU 31.65

$ 1,407.84

Total receipts $ 3,911.41

DISBURSEMENTS.
Home Missions General Fnnd . . $ 1,478.83

Young- People's H. Mission Fund 8.50

Christian Orplianago, Easter . . . 20.00

Scholarship Grant, India Ameri-

can College 40.00

$ 1,547.33

Foreign Missions, General Fund $ 1,478.84

Young People's F. Mission Fund 8.50

Foreign Mission, Special Fund . 12.50

Thank Offering (aiurcli Build-

ings in South Africa) 285.24

Eachamyapuram School, for A.

Pappas 9.00

$ 1,794.08

Check to Walter L. Cooper, Tr.,

So. Conv. Christian Churches . $ 3,341.41

Check to Mrs. W. V. Leathers,

Tr., Women's Fellowship of

So. Conv. Cong. Christian Ch.,

(13 Life Memberships, 4 Me-
morials) 170.00

Total Disbursements $ 3,511.41

Cash retained in bank fur operat-

ing expenses 400.00

$ 3,911.41

Respeetfnlly submitted,

Wrs. AV. V. Leathers,

Treasurer.

By ]\Iaky a. Ror.LiNGS, Sr.

COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY.
(Continued from paac 9.)

held at Moonelon the weeic-cnd of

April 28, 29. Here under the leader-

ship of able and experienced men and
women, a selected group of young
people were presented with the claims

of Christ on their lives for full time

service. We feel that much eood can

be done in a conference of this kind.

The committee is to be congratulated

on the success of this first conference.

H. S. Hardcastle,

Chairman.

The convention voted its approval

of the above report.

Report of the Committee on

Nominations

We, the members of tlie Committee

on Nominations, wish to place in

nomination the following:

Officers of the Convention.

President, Martin T. Garren.

Vice-President, James H. Light-

bourne, Jr.

Secretary, Henry E. Robinson.

Treasurer, Walter L. Cooper.

Superintendent and Registrar, Wm.
T. Scott, Sr.

Secretary of Stewardship and E-

vaugelism, Fred P. Register.

Secretary of Christian Education

and Youth Work, John S. Graves

(Until September 1, 1956, when
his resignation becomes effective).

The Executive Board.

Conference Representatives

—

Eastern North Carolina, Julius G.

Rice.

Western North Carolina, Ira L.

McDowell.

North Cai'oliua aiul Virginia Rob-

ert W. Morton.

I^astern Virginia, J. Fletcher Elev.

Virginia Valley, Robert A. Whitten.

Alembers-at-Large-

—

Class of 1958, C. W. Russmu ( re-

placing Mrs. W'. W. Sellers).

.'lass of' 1960, Jesse II. Dollar,

lioai'd and Auxiliary Ke])resenta-

tives—

Class of I960: We recoininend lliat

the Executive Committee be '\\\-

powered to elect the representa-

ti\'es nomintited by the Board of

Christian Education, Board of

Publications, the Mission Board,

the Laymen's Fellowship, the

Women's Convention, and tli'^

Youth Fellowship.

Historian, Fletcher C. Lester.

Board of Christian Education.

Class of I960: AV. J. Andes (for 2

years), Martin T. Garren, Mrs.

E. C. Wilkins, Thomas H. Brit-

ton, Miss Ruth Dunn.
Board of Publications.

Class of 1960: Clyde L. Fields,

Walsteiu W. Snvder. Earl T.

Farrell.

The Mission Board.

Clas,s of 1958: Mrs. Harry F. Nel-

son, Mark W. Andes, Mrs. Ro-

bert F. Watson (replacing I\Irs.

Russell V. Powell, resigned).

Class of I960: Mrs. AV. E. AVisse-

man, James H. Lightbou.rne, Jr.,

J. Everett Neese, Gaylord B.

Noyce, Fred C. Allred, Rex. G.

Powell, Mrs. John G. Truitt (for

2 years).

Board of Directors op the
Historical Society.

Class of 1958: Mrs. R. A. AVhitten,

Mrs. Oma U. Johnson, J. Frank
Apple, S. E. Madren, S. II. Bas-

night, K. D. Register.

Class of I960: Mrs. Garland Sprat-

ley, Mrs. W. W. Sellers, Stanley

C. Harrell, L. E. Smith, Wm. T.

Scott, Jr., Fletcher C. Lester.

Honorary Directors : Dr. Fred Fag-

ley, Dr. Warren H. Denison.

Trustees op the Christian

Orphanage.

Class of 1958 : J. L. Reed.

Class of 1960: Marvin M. John-

son (replacing W. J. Ballentine,

resigned), Walstein W. Snydei-,

Clyde AV. Rudd.

Class of 1962: V. R. Holt, Clyde

W. Gordon, Mack V. Welch, L.

P. Waldo, Jr., Jody Matthews,

Mrs. Allen E. Gant, R. E. Brit-

tle.

Trustees op Elon College.

Class of 1962: (Twenty-four nomi-

nated l)y the convention, from

which list the Board of Trus-

tees shall eie'-t twelve). Stanley

C. Harrell, L. E. Carlton, W. J.

Ballentine, William F. Frazier,

Harold Johnson, \V. C. l^^ld-r,

Mrs. W. V. Leathers, Mrs. .1. II.

McEwen, Dr. John R. Kernodle.

J. E. Baker, AV. Hunter Scott,

1)1-. W. AV. P>oone, Fred P. Rc--

ister, Clarence A. Phillips, Rex.

(J. Powell, D. C^. IMcLennan,

George D. Alley, Leonard Krnll,

Parke C. Brinkley, AV. L. Greg-

ory, Mrs. Frances Chandler AVil-

kins, John R. Foster, < 1. A. Pu-h,

S. IT. Basnight.

We offer the following statement

relative to the office of president and

\'ice-j)resident : This is the secoml

time in the one hundred >ear history'

of the ('onventiou that a layman has

liceii nominated for the office of

l)re:sident. A layman presided over

tlie 1858 session of the Convention

h 'Id at Cypress Chapel, Virginia. In

loliowinu' the suggested recommenda-

fion ol: the Committee on Nomina-
lions oi two years ago ("It is recom-

mcieded thai the pi-esident of the

( 'on\ enti('n ordinarily serve for a

single term of two years and that so

fai- as is possible the officers be ro-

tated between members of the clergy

and the laity." The Annual, A'ol. 815

p. 4o "I we do not intend that this

should become a set policy of the

('onvention, but that it should be

done only in so far as it is norin.;illy

possible. Neither should it be neces-

sarily true that the vice-president

should each succeeding biennium be-

come the president.

We recommend that the Executive

Committee of the Executive Board be

empowered to elect the delegates to the

General Council of Congregational

(-hristian Churches.

W. W. Snyder,,

Chairman.

The Report of the Nominating
Committee was adopted.
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The Christian Orphanage
John G. Truitt, Superintendent

Dear Friends:

The worlv of tlie orphanage is far

more ontreaching than most folks

realize. Across several months a re-

conciliation in a family sent a happy

boy back to his father and step-moth-

er on Mother's Day. When said boy

Avas eight days old he was given over

to his maternal grandmother. When
he was eight months old the courts

gave the grandmother legal custody

of the child. She reared him until

he was getting too big for her to keep

as she was unable to live without

working daily in a textile establish-

ment. She appealed to the orphan-

age for help, agreeing to contribute

regularly each month a portion of his

expenses. This she faithfully did.

In the twelve years tliat had elaps-

ed nothing had been heard of h\y

father's whereabouts. Several weeks

ago he learned that his sou was at

the orphanage. In the meantime he

had "grown up" and had remarried,

had a good job, a nice home and two

fine sons. It was our joy to see hiin

completely reconciled with his former

mother-in-law and anxious to i^egHiii

his oldest son from the orphanage.

Yesterday — Mother's Day — this

tweh'e-year-old boy saw his cli'eains

come true. His new home is near

enough for him to finish out this year

in the local school. I wisli you could

liave seen the joy which showed in the

faces of his parents, liis brothers, and

liis i^raiidiiKither. It was a good day

and the oi-phaiiagc had done a u'ond

job.

AVhile they were all thanking me
so sincerely I was saying to myself

it is the Church ... it is the heavenly

Father

!

Warm, .sunny days are here and

the folks on the farm are very busy.

The earlier gardens are growing, al-

though it has been difficult to get very

much planted until novv'. When th's

red soil is wet it is very wet, and

when it is dry it is very dry. But

with deep subsoiling and plowing

plenty of humus back into the soil

good results are gotten, especially

if we have some rain.

The children are happy and enjoy-

ing their beautiful out-of-doors. The

boys remind me that now the black-

berries are in full blossom, it is there-

fore time to go barefoot. When black-

berries ripen gallons of them will be

picked by our children and used for

pies and made into jam. Summer-
time is poison ivy time and we are

trying to teach our children how to

escape it. Already I have three little

spots of it on my wrist which serve

to remind me of the need to teach our

children how to keep out of it

!

Have your children been to the den-

tist twice this year ? These have. Do
your children get a booster shot eaeli

summer against typhoid? These do.

Do your children clean tlieir rooms

and halls? These do Don your chil-

dren refrain from throwing dirt}-

clothes into the closet? These do not

so refrain ! Do your children miss

Sunday school and church worship •

These don't. No they are far from

perfect but they are happy and they

have fun.

John G. Truitt,

Superintendent

REPORT FOR MAY 16, 1956.

Sunday School Monthly Offerings.

Amount brought forward $ 7,536.52

Eastern N. C. Conference:

Hope Mills $ 3.00

Oak Level 38.63

41.63

Eastern Va. Conference

:

(Christian Temple S. S. ..$20.00

Ohiistiau Temple 55.00

Portsmouth, Shelton Me-
morial 2.00

Suffolk 150.00

227.00

N. C. and Va. Conference:

Apple's Chapel $ 13.00

Burlington, First 122.41

rtrcensboro, First 58.85

Happy Home S. S 58.98

Hebron S. S 10.00

Ingram 35.00

PfafftoTO 12.83

Pleasant Grove 40.00

Pleasant Eidge, Special . . 15.00

Shallow Ford 20.00
—

• 386.07

Western N. 0. Conference:

Liberty $65.00

Asheboro 135.00

Pleasant Cross S. S 8.38

Pleasant Union 38.03

Reagrove 5.50

251.92

Virginia Valley Conference:

Winchester R. S $ 10.00

10.00

Total $ 916.62

Oiaud total $ 8,453.14

Special Offerings.

.Amount brought forward $14,322.76

^oung Adult Class, Bay-

side Christian Church .$11.00

Brookside Community S.

S., Brookside, N. J. ... 24.33

.VIjs. Esther E. Jinkens,

St. Paris, Ohio 3.00

II. O. Byrd, Suffolk, Va. 15.00

Kraft Charity Fund, for

coupons 14.36

Mrs. Margaret Pulley of

Eichmond, Va. 1.00

In Memory of Mrs. D. E.

Shaw 10.00

In Memory of Mrs. Cleo

Paucette 10.00

.-•liecial Gifts 453.00

451.69

(nand total $14,864.45

Total for the week $ 1,458.31

Total for the year $23,317.59

It is easy to dodge our responsibil-

ities, but we cannot dodge the conse-

quences of dodging our responsibil-

ities.

—

Josiah Stamp.

MEMORIAL GIFTS
"Instead of Flowers"

Dr. John G. Truitt

Christian Orphanage

Elon College, N. C.

Dear Dr. Truitt:

Please acknowledge the enclosed $ :is a memorial gift

sent to the Christian Orphanage in lieu of Howers in memory of:

(Name of Deceased) (City) (Date of Death)

(Survivor to be Written) (Addiew)

Name

Address
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NEWS FROM ELON COLLEGE
(Continued from page 7.)

happy that we have one new Declara-

tion of Purpose to report this week.

Carolina Hall—Declarations

:

Name of Churcli Amount

Eastern N. 0. Conference:

Auburn $ 759.50

Beginning Nov., 56; 5 years.

Antioch 451.50

Beginning April, 56; 5 years.

Damascus 465.50

Beginning Jan., 57; 5 years.

Hayes Chapel S62.25

Beginning Nov., 56; 5 years.

New Hope 1,048.25

Beginning 1956.

Hope Mills 414.75

Beginning Jan., 57 ; 5 years.

Eutaw Community 595.00

Beginning Jan., 56; 5 yeari.

Bethlehem 294.00

Beginning 1956; 5 years.

Clayton Christian 600.00

Beginning Jan., 57.

Henderion, First 2,30S.00

Beginning .Tan., 56; 5 years.

Mt. Auburn 1,120.00

Beginning Jan., 56; 5 years.

Martha's Chapel 297.00

Beginning 1956.

Church of Wide Fellowship 2,289.00

Beginning Jan., 57; 5 years.

Beluah 1,137.50

Wake Chapel 4,079.25

Youngsville Cliristian 300.00

Total $16,913.50

N. C. and Va. Conference:

Pfafftown $ 463.75

Beginning Jan., 56; 5 years.

United 1,459.50

Beginning Oct., 56; 5 years.

Lakevicw 218.75

Lebanon 939.75

Beginning Jan., 58; 10 years.

Beverly Hills 886.00

Beginning Nov., 56; 5 years.

Monticello 822.50

Beginning Aug., 56; 5 years.

Belews Creek 834.75

Beginning 1956; 5 years.

Zion 175.00

Beginning Jan., 1956; 5 years.

Burlington, First 10,000.00

Beginning Nov., 56; 5 years.

Church of the Covenant 175.00

Beginning Oct., 56; 5 years.

Shallow Ford 1,800.00

Beginning Oct., 56; 18 years.

Salem Chapel 740.00

Beginning Jan., 57; 5 years.

Mt. Zion 1,000.00

Beginning Jan., 56; 10 years.

Center 281.75

Beginning Sept., 56; 5 years.

Bethel 1,034.25

Beginning Jan., 1956; 5 years.

Greensboro, First 5,887.00

Beginning Oct., 56; 1956.

Union

.

1,500.00

Beginning Nov., 57; 10 years.

Personal 500.00

Haw River 1,534.75

Beginning 1957; 5 years.

Hebron 800.00

Beginning 1956; 10 years.

THE CHRISTIAN SUN

Virginia Hall—Declarations :

Eastern Va. Conference:

Windsor $ 2,841.00

Beginning Oct., 50; 5 years.

Union 2,019.00

Beginning Jan., 56; 5 years.

Suffolk Cliristian 10,000.00

Beginning Oct., 1956; 5 years.

Total $14,860.00

Virginia Valley Conference:

Antioch $ 900.00

Beginning Jan., 57; 5 years.

Bethel . . 912.00

Beginning 1956; 10 years.

Ingram 1,748.25

Beginning Jan., 57; 8 years.

Total $ 3,560.25

T..tal pledged for Carolina Hall $47,466.25

Total pledged, Virginia Hall . . $18,420.25

Carolina llall—Pciyments :

N. O. and Va. Conference:

Zion $ 5.84

Ik'thel 202.00

Mt. Zion 331.00

Monticello 35.00

New Hope 27.53

Pfactowni 10.00

$ 611.37

Kastern N. C. Conference:

Wake Chapel $500.00

$ 500.00

Total payments, Carolina Hall $ 1,111.37

Virginia Hall—Payments :

Virginia Valley Conference:

Betlilehem $ 75.00

Bethel 18.02

$ 93.02
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Eastern Va. Conference:

Franklin $500.00

Johnson's Grove 200.00

Total payments, Virginia Hall $ 793.02

SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON.

(Continued from pag-e 12.)

of the gospel—the impulse to share

it with the whole world, with all men.

The early church was a missionary

church. It was constantly pressing

on, fanning out, expanding. It obey-

ed its Lord's command, "Go into all

the world and make disciples of all

Ihe nations."

Based on "International Sunday School

Lessons;" copyrighted 1956 by Division of

Christian Education, National Council of the

Churches in the U. S. A.

CHRISTIAN RURAL OVERSEAS
PROGRAM.

(Continued from page -l)

... it takes food. CROP is in the

forefront of the churches' fight

against poverty and hunger, and for

relief and rehabilitation. Korea's

shacktowns often go up in flames.

The country does not produce enough

food to feed all her people, while

many are too poor to ]HU'chase food

if it is available.

Historical Society of the Southern Convention
The Historical Society of the South-

ern Convention was officiall^r recog-

nized at the recent session of the

Southern Convention. It will be its

purpOvSe to preserve the shrines of the

Congregational Christian Cliurches in

our area, gather historical material,

and maintain the Church History

Room at Elon College. Charter mem-
bership in the Historical Societj^ is

$5, and the names of all charter mem-
bers will be preserved in the Church

History Room. Through the goie-

rosity of Mr. John T. Kernodle we

have received a limited numbei- of

copies of the very valuable book,

"Lives of Christian Ministers," P.

J. Kernodle (1909). A free copy con-

taining 408 pages will be given to all

charter members of the Historical

Society. If you would like to receive

one of these books and become a char-

ter member of the Historical Society

fill out the membership card as shown
below and mail it to the Southern

Convention Office, Elon College, N.

C, along with your check for $5. The
cliarter membership list will close

July 1st.

Wm. T. Scott.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY

of The Southern Convention of Congregational Christian Churches

ELON COLLEGE, NORTH CAROLINA

With gratitude for the faith of our Fathers, a heritage of great price freely given

lo us; with faith in the solid achievements yet to come through the Church and its

wide and varied interests, I gladly become a member of the HISTORICAL SOCIETY
of the Southern Convention, that the Christian faith and deeds of the past, present,

and future may be preserved as a witness to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

Name

Address

Local Church

Total $30,552.75 "/ saw and beheld a great multitude which no man covld number."—Rev. 7:9;
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ENCOURAGING SIGNS
By W. R. CULLOM

IF
ONE DEPENDS on Will Roger's source of information ("the papers")

I fear that ht v/ill have great difficulty in finding any such signs. I am
going to point out five in this paper which the average newspaper reporter

does not see:

1. The multipication and use of devotional literature. The Methodist

started "The Upper Room" twen[y-one years ago in this year, 1956. Its

growth, its spread, and its influence have been nothing short of marvelous.

I have used it through most of its life and can testify to its high character and

its spiritual power and help. The Episcopalians have their "Forward," the

Presbyterians have their "Day By Day," Southern Baptists have their "Open

Windows," the American Baptists have their ' Secret Place." All these publi-

cations are flourishing in a wonderful way that would be impossible unless

there were in the souls of people a hunger for God and nothing short of a

personal fellowship with Him.

2. Dr. E. Stanley Jones. This man of God is an institution in himself

—

so much so that he has become a world figure. He has put out something

like a dozen books, each of which has as its basic purpose that of bringing peo-

ple face to face with God in their daily living. He has also introduced the

Ashram into America. The Ashram is a Hindu institution. I attended the

first one that was held in this country at Blue Ridge, N. C. It is simply a

retreat v/here Christians meet for a week of devotional study, prayer and

fellowship. They are being held almost over the whole earth now, and are

greatly enriching and blessing thousands and hundreds of thousands of human

lives.

3. The C. F. O,—The Camp Farthest Out. Its name is suggestive

—

an effort to reach the remotest person. And this applies not to geography

only, but to character and life as well. The originator of this movement was

Dr. Glenn Clark of Saint Paul, Minnesota. Dr. Clark's thought and purpose

are to abolish war and all such savage practices among God's children. The

conviction back of this movement is that this cannot be done by physical

force. The two key words in it are love and prayer.

4. The publication and use of devotional books. This is not quite a

simple repetition of what has been said above; it has in mind the great

publishing houses of the world—Harper and Brothers, Charles Scribner Sons,

The Abingdon Press, not to speak of the presses whose basic purpose is that

of putting out religious books.

5. The publication and spread of the Bible. Just as I was about to hand

this paper to my typist a friend told me that she had just read that a copy of

the Revised Standard Bible comes from the press every thirty seconds.

Surely this is enough. Let us take heart and go forward in spite of all

that "the papers" say or don't say!
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Christian Vocations Conference

The picture shown above is one of the group of Young People who attended the Christian Voca-

tions Conference held at Moonelon on April 28, 29, 1956, together with their leaders.
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N'E-W-S B-R-I'E-F-S

With last week's commencebent,

Elon College closed what was possi-

bly its most successful year. Cou-

grtulations to Dr. Smith and his able

assistants.

Mrs. William T. Scott, Elon Col-

lege, N. C, was the guest speaker at

the Mother's Day service of the St.

Mark's Evangelical and Reformed

Church, near Elon College, N. C.

We are printing in this issue the

Minutes of the recent sessions of the

Southern Convention held at Union

Ridge, N. C. In subsequent issues

there will be printed some of the

more important reports.

Superintendent William T. Scott

delivered the beccalaureate sermon at

the Coleridge High School, on Sun-

day, May 20th. Rev. Lacy M. Pres-

neil, President of the Western iS'orth

Carolina Conference, shared in the

service. Mr. Presnell's son Lacy M.

Presnell, Jr., is principal of Cole-

ridge High School.

Rev. Jack T. Akin Completes First

Year of Service at the Great

Bridge Church

On May 27th Rev. Jack T. Akin

completes one year of service as Pas-

tor of our Great Bridge Church, Nor-

folk. The Church has mede splendid

progress under his fuie leadership.

More than 100 new members have

been added to the Church. Here

are some of the other accomplish-

ments at Great Bridge during the

past year : Educational building com-

pleted and equipped; new parsonage

erected; the entire church building

has been re-decorated, including re-

finishing of floors; kitchen has been

enlarged and modernized; a new al-

tar with accessories, pulpits, and

chairs Avere given to the church ; tow-

er chimes and associated sound system

of High Fidelity quality were given

;

organ chimes were given to the

church, as was a pulpit Bible; new
carpet for sanctuary has been pur-

chased; sanctuary has been air-con-

ditioned; new Pilgrim Hymnals have

been purchased; social hall furniture

has been added; adequate parking

facilities have been obtained. The

Junior, Pilgrim, and Laymen's Fel-

lowships have been organized with an

enrollment of more than 50. The

Sunday School has averaged more

than 300 during the year, and morn-

ing church worship service attend-

ance has averaged more than 200.

Congratulations to Great Bridge

Church on these fine achievements.

We wish every success to Mr. Akin

and his people.

Wm. T. Scott.

Methodist Study Group Proposes

Intercommunion

A Methodist church study group

has proposed a new plan for effecting

ecclesiastical ties with the Protestant

Episcopal Church.

A proposal looking toward mass

consecration of the bishops, inter-

communion— and perliaps eventual

union.—-was made public recently at

the Quadrennial meeting of the Me-

thodist General Conference, the

church's top governing body, in Min-

neapolis, Minn.

Submitted by the Methodist Com-

mission on Church Union, the plan

calls for bishops of both communions

to be consecrated by each other in

"a new dedication of themselves."

Such consecration would be accom-

panied by mutual laying on of hands.

The bishops would then hold con-

secration services in their areas in

which ministers of the two churches

would be invited, but not required,

to receive the laying on of hands

from the bishops.

Bishop Ivan Lee Holt, St. Louis,

chairman of the Church Union Com-
mission, pictured the plan as part

of a move toward bringing "the en-

tire Christian family together."

(Continued on page 15.)
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Laymen and the Church . . .

J. E. Danieley, Editor, Box 515, EIob College, N. C.

Laymen Meet During Convention

Session

A Convention-Avide meeting of lay-

men was held at the Pleasant Grove

School Cafeteria on Wednesday even-

ing, May 2, during the biennial ses-

sion of the Southern Convention. The

ministers in attendance at the Con-

vention were present for the dinner

session.

Martin Garren, newly elected Presi-

dent of the Southern Convention gave

the invocation. William P. Mahan,

President of the North Carolina and

Virginia Conference Laymen's Fel-

lowship and a member of tlie local

Fellowship at Union Ridge extended

words of welcome to the visitors. Rev.

John S. Graves, Secretary of Chris-

tian Education for the Convention

spoke briefly on the program which

has been planned for the Moonelon

Conference Center for the summer of

1956. Russell V. Powell, on behalf

of the Committee on Fnance for

Moonelon, of which he is the chair-

man, spoke of the imperative need

for greater support for the project on

the part of the laymen of the Conven-

tion. The group voted to accept the

quota system and designated the com-

mittee to work with Dr. Scott in de-

termining quotas for the local church

fellowships.

Dr. L. E. Smith, President of Blon

College, introduced the speaker, Dr.

James Wagner, President of the

Evangelical and Reformed Church

in the United States. Dr. Wagner
spoke on the topic "Holding the

World Together." Mr. J. Letcher

Eley ol¥ered a prayer of benediction.

* * * * *

Eastern Virginia Spring Rally

The Annual Spring Rally of the

Eastern Virginia Layrnen's Fellow-

ship was held on Sunday, May 6 at

the Suffolk Christian Church with

President Jimmy Darden in charge.

Laymen from Cypress Chapel, Holy

Neck, and Liberty Spring participat-

ed in the program. Floyd Turner,

president of the Laymen at Suffolk

extended words of welcome. W. H.

Baker, of Newport News, led the

group in singing in the afternoon

and again at the banquet in the even-

ing. G. C. Mann introduced Dr. W.
T. Scott who addressed the afternoon

session of the Fellowship. At the

dinner in the evening, Rev. George

Alley recognized the ministers and

guests who were present. Special

music was furnished by a quartette

composed of Mills Luter, Pual Par-

ker, Jessie Mizelle, and Harvey Har-

rell. Mrs. I. W. Johnson served as

accompanist. Dr. L. E. Smith, Presi-

dent of Elon College, spoke greetings

to the laymen. Jimmy Darden in-

troduced J. Earl Danieley, Dean of

the College, who addressed the group

on "Needed: A Vital Faith."

Eastern Carolina Laymen Meet

Tlie Laymen's Fellowship of the

Easter North Carolina Conference

held its second quarterly meeting on

Tuesday, April 10, at 7:00 p. m., at

the Wake Chapel Christian Church,

at Fuquay-Varina, North Carolina.

It is believed that this session hit a

new high mark in attendance with

eighty men present. We can hope

that this increase represents a grow-

ing consciousness on the part of our

laymen of their responsibility or the

means for creating a force to help

develop existing opportunities.

Mr. Fred S. Royster, of Hender-

son, spoke on the subject of "Grati-

tude." He used numerous illustra-

tive stories from case histories and

the political field to drive home the

point that, if we know of any person

with whom we would not want to

change places, we should be grateful.

A barbecue supper was served by

the men of the Wake Chapel Church.

* * * * *

Doing a Good Job

The Laymen's Fellowship of Elon

College Community Church is hav-

ing good attendance at its meetings,

a reaso]i is the type of work the of-

ficers are doing. We are printing a

sample and suggesting that you try

the same type of thing.—J.E.D.

* * *

Dear (man's name) :

The Laymen's Fellowship will have

annual spring meeting on Friday,

April 20 at 6 :30 p. m. in the Parish

House. You are cordially invited

to attend.

This should be an enjoyable and

worthwhile occasion for all of us be-

cause of the following reasons

:

1. First and foremost, it will pro-

vide an opportunity for most of the

men of our community to come to-

gether in Christian Fellowship.

2. We have a truly distinguished

speaker. Jim Moudy, Dean of In-

struction of Atlantic Christian Col-

lege since 1943, will be here, and you

will Avaut to hear his. Jim has had

an interesting career. Graduating

"with distinction" from Texas Chris-

tian University, he later received

Duke University's highest award in

the field of religion and has worked

with the Treasury Department in

Washington. He saw overseas serv-

ice in World War II with both in-

fantry and hospital units.

3. Miss Elizabeth Nelms of the col-

lege music faculty will be on hand to

render several vocal selections. Her
beautiful voice has received wide ac-

claim, and this will probably be your

last chance to hear it.

4. We want to get pictures of the

meeting for The Christian Sun and
other periodicals and newspapers.

5. Needless to say, the ladies will

serve us another excellent meal. I

understand that they are really plan-

ning to outdo themselves this time.

We hope that J. D. Schmidt, who
told us so much about our town that

we needed to knoAv, Joe Blanks, Ken-
neth Clem, John Kittenger, J. B.

MacDouald, Clyde McCants, Adolph
Mellberg, James Sanderson, Dewey
Stowers, Michael Tunnieliffe, Warren
Welsh, and John West—all who were
with us in January for the first time,

will be back. And make it a point,

if possible, to invite Phil Marino,

Jerry Points, M. E. Wooten, Albert

Shen, and any others who have been

added to our church membership re-

cently.

Carl Dawson, Paul Everette, W. E.

Lowe, Jr., Gene Lankford, or I will

call you soon to ask if you are coming.

Or even better, if you remember
which of us called you last time, just

call him first and say that you plan

to be there.

With very best wishes, I am
Sincerely yours,

H. H. Cunningham,
President.

The wise Phocion was so sensible

how dangerous it was to be touched

with what the multitudes approved
that upon a general acclamation

made when he was making an ora-

tion, he turned to an intelligent

friend and asked him in a surprised

manner :

'

' What slip have I made ? '

'

—Steele.
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Editorial . . .

Graduation
This is the season of "Graduations" and "Com-

mencements." Graduation is a momentous event

in the Hves of thousands of young people. It is a

definite milestone along the path of life. Education

is an absolute essential in the preparation for mod-
ern living. To meet the requirements of present

day higher education about one-third of the average

life span must be dedicated to formal schooling.

The dictionary gives one meaning of gradua-

tion as, "the act of conferring or receiving a college

degree or the diploma of a school;" and another as

a "regular progression." It is the latter meaning
that is most significant. Graduation looks both

backw^ard and forward. It is the culmination of all

that has gone before. It is the preparation for v\^hat

is to come after. The two are mutually dependent.

It is a mistake to assume that all of die educa-

tional process is done by and in the school. The
foundation upon which the school builds is laid

in the home and by the parents. This can not be

said too often or too emphatically- The home is

the most important educational institution in the

world and parents should always be good teachers,

both by precepts and example. If the child has done
well in school, parents have generally done their

work well.

It is the custom now for all schools to hold

graduation programs for those who have completed

the cources given. That is as it should be. The
work of die elementary school may appear to be

easy, but it rarely appears easy to the pupil or teach-

er in the elementarv school. When it has been suc-

cessfully completed it should be properly celebrated

by everyone concerned.

Schools should always emphasize the fact that

graduation implies regular progression. Gradua-

tion is truly a commencement. The elementary

school, the high school and the college have not

successfully completed their work if they have failed

to impart the fact that what has been accomplished

is only a beginning.

Education is more than preparation for life;

it is life. The time spent in school should be a good
life and a happy life. The completion of each phase

of education is a time for real rejoicing, and an in-

spiration for that which is to follow. There are

professional and technical schools which prepare for

the various professions and vocations. Perhaps there

will soon be schools for training men and women
for retirement when they come to that period of

life.

It is interesting to note that most graduation

programs include a sermon, and a baccalaureate

address. Always there is a speech or an address

which includes a generous portion of advice for the

graduates. We have never been quite sure whether

the advice is supposed to be a summation of what
they have learned or words of wisdom which the

speaker feels sure they have missed.

The advice to the graduates may well be left to

the commencement speaker. But everyone should

extend to the graduates their congratulations and
best wishes. Those who really believe in prayer

^hould remember the graduates at the Throne of

Grace.

Prayers for Peace
"The Baptist Hour," sponsored by the Southern

Baptist Convention, celebrated its Fifteenth Anni-

versary of broadcasting on Sunday, May 27th. "The
Baptist Hour Week" was observed May 21st through

the 27th. The 30,000 Baptist churches, with more
than a million members, joined in the nation-wide

observance of "Prayer-for-Peace."

In preparation for "The Baptist Hour Week"
the Radio and Television Commission of the Con-
vention sponsored a contest open to 15-year-old mem-
bers of all Baptist churches. The contest was won
by Charles Russell Wade, of Woodward, Oklahoma,
whose 500-word essay on "The Missionary Aspect

of Radio and Television" was judged the best sub-

mitted.

A special record was prepared, entitled "The
Baptist Hour Through a Dramatic Era in World
Events," to be used in the observance of "Baptist

Hour Sunday." This record contains excerpts from

important world leaders such as Churchill, Frank-

lin Roosevelt, Truman and Eisenhower, together

with excerpts from sermons broacast on the Bap-

tist Hour in the period from 1941-1956. This re-

cord was played on the Voice of America on Sun-

day, May 27, and was heard around the world.

This is written with a two-fold purpose. The
Southern Baptist Convention should be commended
in the highest terms for so unique a contribution

to world peace. What the Baptist have done should

also open the eyes of all the various branches of

Christ's Church to the possibilities of proclaiming

Christ's Message of Peace to all the world.

Christ is the Prince of Peace. He said, "My
peace I give unto you." The time has come when
all Christians of every creed, connection and de-

nomination should pray for peace, and do every-

thing within their power to promote peace through-

out the world, by letting all men know that they

stand for peace.
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Selected Comparative Statistics Based on 1955 Year Book
of the Congragational Christian Churches

Readers of The Christian Sun will

be interested in certain comparisons

of giving in the Southern Convention.

In 1954-55 conference year the

churches of the Southern Convention

contributed $245,872 for missions and

benevolences or a per capita contribu-

tion of $6.80. The per capita con-

tribution for the entire denomination

was $6.72 for missions and benevo-

lences.

In the conference year of 1954-55,

the churches of the Southern Conven-

tion contributed $1,250,218 for home
expenses, which is a per capita con-

tribution of $35. The per capita con-

May 10, 1956.

Dear Colleagues:

I have just made a study of the

figures which will be coming out in

the new YEAR BOOK now in the

press. I want to share them with you

because of what I assume will be

your interest in what progress there

has been and where it has been most

marked. You will note the simple

table that I have devised.

The record shows three very en-

couraging things (although only one

of these appears on the chart) . First,

in contrast with 1954 when avc closed

61 churches and founded only 25 for

a net loss of 36, in 1955 we founded

63 and closed only 38 for a net gain

of 25. In another year we ought to

catch up the loss recorded in 1954.

Second, in contrast Avith the long

period of 1916 to 1953 when our gain

tributions for home expenses in the

entire denomination Avas $34.58. Fig-

ures are not available for figuring

the per centage increases in the Sou-

thern Convention for 1955 as com-

pared with those of 1954.

Dr. Henry Smith Leiper, Minister

and Executive Secretary of the Mis-

sions Council, has written a letter to

the constituency of the Congregation-

al Christian Churches relative to the

statistics for 1955, which should be

read by every member of a Congre-

gational Christian church. This in-

formative letter is given herewith

in its entirety.

in membership barely kept pace with

the rate of population growth of about

1.7% annually, in 1955 Ave gained

2.4% in membership which was better

than the national average of Church

membership growth in 1954 and was
much above the average of population

groAvth. Third, the number of ordina-

tions increased.

You will note that by far the

greatest percentage of gain in dol-

lars Avas in local building and im-

provements Avhich also yielded the

greatest percentage of gain per capita

in the year's record of giving.

The lowest dollar gain in any cate-

gory of financial operations is in 1je-

nevolences and by far the lowest per

capita gain is in the same column

—

benevolences.

This bears out the statement which

I have made a number of times in

the presence of some of you that there

is a steady trend noAV extending OA'er

a good many years of regular dimu-

nitation in the proportion of what
we do for others outside our local par-

shes, just as our total proportionate

giving decreases as our incomes in-

crease.

I send you this to lay on your

hearts—although you probably are

already as concerned about it as I

—

the need for awakening our people

to a most ominous, and certainlj^ a

surprising trend.

Faithfully yours,

Henry Smith Leiper.

June 17— Tithers Sunday

Your attentioji is called to the four

recommendations of the Southern

Convention Commission on StcAvard-

ship.

We recommend that

:

1. "We revive the Fellowship of

Tithers in the Southern Conven-

tion.

2. We set as our goal 1,745 com-

mitted tithers by 1958. This is

5 per cent of our membership.

3. We suggest to the conferences

and churches the following

goals : Honor, 5 per cent of mem-
membership tithing

;
Superior,

10 per cent of the membership
tithing; and Excellent, 20 per

cent of membership tithing.

4. We suggest to the conferences

and churches that the third Sun-

day in June be declared "Tith-

ers Sunday" in the Southern

Convention and that on or near

that date, each church have a

service emphasizing the spiritual

values of tithing and seek to en-

list at least 5 per cent of their

membership as tithers. The

names and addresses of the tith-

ers Avould be kept b}^ the local

minister, only. The number of

tithers Avould be reported to the

Conference.

Every one comes between men's

souls and God, either as a brick wall

or as a bridge. Either you are lead-

ing men to God or you are driving

them away.

--^(Imon Lindsay Dewar.

TOTAL DOLLARS CONTRIBUTIONS
Dailars Percentage

Category 1954 1955 Increase Increase

Home Expenses $43,024,538 $46,413,042 $3,388,504 7.87%
All Benevolences (Exculding cumu-

lative CBLF figures 8,414,510 9,016,772 602,262 7.16%
Apportionment 4,854,199 5,248,751 394,552 8.13%
Local Church Building 20,343,044 25,189,946 4,846,902 23.83%

TOTAL GIVING $71,782,092 $80,619,760 ,$8,837,668 12.31%

PER CAPITA CONTRIBUTIONS
Per Capita Percentage

1954 1955 Increase Increase

Home Expenses

.$32.83

$34.58 $1.75 5.33%
All Benevolences (Excluding cumulative CBLF

figures) 6.42 6.72 .30 4.67%
Apportionment 3.70 3.91 .21 5.67%
Local Church Building 15.52 18.77 3.25 20.94%

TOTAL GIVING $54.77 $60.07 $5.30 9.67%

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP
Membership Perec*nt

1954 1955 Increase Increase

Congregational Christian Churches 1,310,572 1,342,045 31,473 2.40%
Protestant Church iMembership* 33,682,089 34,483,835 801,746 2.38%
Increase in total U. S. Population 1.70%

*Source. Statistics of Giving, Joint Department of Stewardship, NCCC.
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News of Elon College
President L. B. Smith, Elon College, N. C.

Good Examples

I am not personally contributing:

an article for this issue of The
Christian Sun, but I am passing on

to our readers two very fine articles

by staunch friends of Elon College,

Reverend W. A. Grissom of Windsor,

Virginia, and Reverend Carl Wallace

of Feyettville. These articles were

given to the delegates attending the

biennial session of the Southern

Convention of Congregational Chris-

tian Churches in session at Union

Church, Union Ridge, North Caro-

lina, on May 2, 1956. I know that

the readers of The Christian Sun
will read these two articles with a

great deal of interest.

In Support of Elon College

I am sure most of you are aware

that we are living in a time of great

change in the area of education. In

the past decade we have seen the nine

month school term and the twelfth

grade become the accepted pattern of

public school education. We have

seen a new interest in this state in

kindergarten training for pre-school

children. Enrollment in high schools

and colleges in North Carolina is ap-

proximately 20 per cent higher than

five years ago. Graduates from our

high schools have increased annually

26 per cent in the past five years.

The State Department of Public In-

struction for North Carolina estimates

that it will take 385 million dollars

to meet the needs of public schools

and state controlled institutions for

higher learning in the five year per-

iod 1955-60 that we are now in. This

is beyond the wildest imagination of

educators twenty years ago Under-
lying much of this change is the birth

rate increase. In 1937 there Avere

79,000 births in North Carolina. In
1947 there were 113,000 births or an
increase of 43 per cent during this

ten year period. Our colleges are

just now beginning to feel the effects

of this increase.

These changes indicate certain con-

clusive facts. We are becoming more
numerous and this alone calls for an
expansion of educational facilities but
this is not all—we are becoming edu-
cationally minded. In other words,

our appetites for training the mind

are increasing. These two forces are

opening undreamed of needs in edu-

cational facilities in our time. Great-

er needs have always meant greater

success if met or greater failure if

the needs are unmet. The leaders of

local school boards, in an effort to

meet these needs, are activating bond
issues in staggering amounts. The
people of Fayetteville and Cumber-
land County alone will soon under-

write four million dollars for expan-

sion of local school facilities. State

and national leaders are attempting

to meet these needs in similar pro-

grams of increased funds from bonds
and taxes for facilities on low and
high levels of education.

Church related colleges have no

legal means of obtaining funds like

our public school systems or the state

controlled institutions of higher learn-

ing. The appeal of the denomina-

tional college is not unlike the appeal

of the local church—not because one

must but because one sees a God
given opportunity Our church re-

lated colleges are worthy of support.

They are carrying the banner of Jesus

Christ in that period of indecision

experienced by our youth. These

colleges have a two-fold purpose : edu-

cation and Christian nurture. One
never outgrows the total impact of a

cx)llege atmosphere once one has ex-

perienced it. Thus a Christian col-

lege atmosphere is most important.

There is no greater opportunity of

fulfilling the commission of Jesus,

"Peed My Sheep," than through the

church related college. The Baptists

know this and thoy are giving mil-

lions for the expansion of Wake For-

est College at Winston-Salem. The
Methodists know this and they plan

to give three million dollars for a

college at Fayetteville not to mention
millions more that will be needed to

expand and move Louisburg Colege

to Rocky Mount. The Presbyterians

know this and they plan to give three

and one-half million for a consoli-

dated college at Laurenburg.

And what are we doing? Our
cliurches in North Carolina are asked
to underwrite over a period of 3, 5,

or 10 years a proportionate share of

$150,000 for Carolina Hall, a dormi-

tory for boys. Tne need is beyond
debate. We can say, however, let the

state or the Baptists or thg MethO'

dists or the Presbyterians educate

our children but we will not say this

nor do this anymore than we will

close our church doors and go to other

denominational churches. We have

a church and a college and an em-

phasis and a tradition worthy of con-

tinuation.

Mr. President of Elon College, I

believe our churches, our people, are

going to meet this need. I believe

delegates here at this Convention are

going to find out if their respective

churches are on the roll of honor for

the expansion of Elon, and if not, I

believe they are going back home and

ask their ministers and leaders—why
]iot ? And I believe they are going to

pursue this God given opportunity

until it is an accomplished fact.

Why ? Because our people are a good

people and a wise people. Have they

not founded Elon College and seen

it through the dark days of fire and

depression? Have our people not

indicated that they want to serve

God whenever and wherever the;/

can? Our people do not want to be

parasites satisfying their educational

appetites at the expense of others.

Yes! we want to feed our own
sheep and the sheep of our neighbor's

if possible. We know that Elon Col-

lege is a Christian opportunity that

will bear fruit increasingly for the

Lord for generations to come. We
must face up to this need in our time

and meet it without fail. This need

will not wait. We must go forward

with our college in this day of oppor-

tunity—opportunity to lead and in-

fluence others in the Christian Way
of Life.

Carl Wallace.

Apportionment Giving
The seasons come and go and the

years pass. We all enjoy life with

the privileges and opportunities, but

even so each passing day brings its

responsibilities. This certainly is true

in regards to the church and her in-

stitutions. Anyone who bears the res-

ponsibility to see that there are suf-

ficient funds to meet the daily recur-

ring economic demands of a small col-

lege without funds is plainly aware

of this fact. The one big question is

:

Will there be enough money in the

till to satisfy the patient and indulg-

ing creditors?

It is helpful and gives heart to the

administrator to realize that there are

churches, Sunday schools and a host

of friends who have not forgotten and

are conscious of their institution and

(Continued on page 7.)
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Youth at Work in the Church
Rev. John S. Graves, Editor, Box 336, Elon College, N. C.

Christian Vocations Conference

The Christian Vocations Confer-

ence planned by the Committee on the

the Ministry of the Southern Conven-

tion was held at IMoonelon, April 28,

29, under the direction of Dr. Wm.
T. Scott, Dr. Henry B. Robinson, Dr.

James Hess, Mrs. Vance Pegram and

the Rev. Wm. J. Andes.

Discussion and direction were given

in the areas of the Ministry, Missions

and Christian Education. Opportu-

nity was also given for a visit to the

Christian Orphanage and a tour of

Elon College.

Among those attending were: San-

dra Hooper, Reidsville ; Emma Allen,

Pleasant Ridge
;

Shirley Albertson,

High Point ; Louise Matthews,

Greensboro, First; Bennie Port,

Greensboro, First; Carolyn Frazier,

Asheboro; Frances Long, Virgilina;

Tommie Boland, Elon College
;
Mary

Lou Booth, Warwick; Barbara Jean

Pierce, Franklin; Sandra Sandlin,

Franklin; Barbara Brooks, Apple's

Chapel; Bobby Pritehett, Apple's

Chapel; Richard Milteer, Rosemeont;

Ernest Forbes, Rosemont ; Robert Mc-

Kinney, Great Bridge
;
Billy Phillips,

Rosemont; Wade White, Hank's

Chapel; Lewis Wicker, Turner's

Chapel
;
Harvey Sawyer, Portsmouth,

First ; Richard Boushell, Portsmouth,

First
;
Johnny Allred, Concord ; Wil-

liam Allred, Concord ; Delma Allred,

Concord; Robert Measamer, ShalloAv

Well; Claiborne Cordle, Greensboro,

First; Nancy Rawles, Henderson;

Raymond Newman, Henderson ; Ron-

nie Hight, Henderson ; and Margaret

Ann Murrell, Apple's Chapel.

* * * # *

June Camps

The following scheduled camps are

to be held at Moonelon for the month
of June. Application forms for these

camps should be mailed to the South-

ern Convention Office, Care of John
S. Graves, soon.

June 10-16— First Camp for

Young People in Senior High School

or fifteen years of age or older.

June 17-23—A week of study and
participation in the areas of Church
Music and Religious Drama. This

group is specifically designed for per-

sons responsible for music and drama
within the local church,

June 24-27—The first Junior Camp
of three days duration.

Ji^NE 27-30— The second Junior

Camp of three days duration.

This information should be brought

before persons responsible for these

areas of work within the church. The
cost of each Aveek is $15.00, with the

exception of the two short camps
which Avill be $8.00 each. Further

information and additional applica-

tion forms may be had by writing

John S. Graves, Elon College, N. C.

*****
News From Wake Chapel

Frances ClarlvC, who will graduate

from Meredith College, Raleigli, N.

C, will teach commercial courses next

year.

Betsy Johnson, who will graduate

from Elon College, N. C, this week,

will go to Europe on an A.ustiian

Seminar and Good Will Mission this

summer.

Billy Stephenson, a member of the

Westminister Choir of Westminister

Choir College, Maryland, is to go into

every country in the world to which

the United States has entrance. He
leaves September 15th and returns

in February from this government

sponsored Good Will Mission.

Frances Stephenson, who will grad-

uate from Bob Jones University this

year, will further her education in

New York, and will also teach.

*****
News From Holland Young People

The Pilgrim Fellowship conducted

the Mother's Day Service of the Hol-

land Christian Church at the 11 o'-

clock hour.

Mamner Hannah, president of the

group, conducted the service. Judy
Brown gave the Invocation and led

the Lord's Prayer. The Scripture

Lesson was read by Bobby Batten

and Ann Clay Holland gave the Pas-

toral Prayer. Judy Waldo and Lyle

Holland presented brief messages on

"Tribute to Mothers."

The Junior Choir, under the direc-

tion of Miss Nan Bland and accom-

panied by Mrs. L. C. Johnston at the

organ, was in charge of music for the

service and sang the anthem, "Faith

pf Our Mothers."

Jjeoii Duke, Paul Duke, Buck Swan.

ner and Mike White served as ushers

for the service.

At its regular meeting at 7 :30 Sun-

day night the Pilgrim Fellowship en-

tertained the parents -of its members.
Following the worship service con-

ducted by Bobby Batten there was a

period of games and then refresh-

ments were served.

NEWS FROM ELON COLLEGE
(Continued from page 6.)

are determined to do something about

it. We have a good report this week.

Many thanks.

Previously reported $ 9,505.91

Eastern N. C. Conference:

Amelia $ 17.00

Antioch 11.00

Cliapel Hill 25.00

Payetteville 5.50

Wake Chapel 28.77

Eastern Va. Conference:

Eichmond, First $ 140.00

N. C. and Va. Conference:

Ti-yon .$ 83.00

Western N. 0. Conference:

Albemarle ' $ 28.80

Pleasant Cross 45.00

Shiloh 5.00

Union Grove 20.00

Total $ 409.07

Grand total .$ 9,914.98

*****
Declaration of Purpose

The only declaration that T have
to makcto make at this writing is not

encouraging, but perhaps I should

declare that no Declaration of Pur-
pose from any church has been re-

ceived this week. I am sure that

tliere are many who are ready. May-
be they have already signed their Dec-
laration of Purpose or maybe they
have already had direction of their

church authorities to sign and for-

ward, but these days are so chock-

full of responsibilities, never a free

moment, no time for additiojial cares

or responsibilities.

Please, my good friend, take a lit-

tle time for this important matter

and give encouragement to those Avho

battle day and night to make sure

that our college is porperly equipped
"in the black" and moving forward
every hour.

Conscience is like a watch—it may
look right, and you may go by it on
the assumption that it is right, and
fiiKl you have missed your train. The
watcli must be set and regulated from,

time to time as comparison with the

chronometer shows its needs.

•r^MaUhie BabcocJ(,
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Church Women at Work
With Emphasis on Missions

Mrs. J. H. Booth, Jr., Editor

143 Winchester Drive, Hampton, Va.

Prepare Yourself for Better Service

In Your Church

By attending^ the School of Mis-

sions of the Women's Fellowship of

the Southern Convention of Congre-

gational Christian Women at Elon

College, July 10, 11, 12, 13, 1956.

This is a school to better prepare our-

selves for out tasks.

At the morning sessions Bishop

Proculo Rodriquez, who is president

of Stillman University in the Philip-

pines, will present the subject,

"Southeast Asia." Also Miss lone

Catton, who has been with us before,

has prepared for us the Bible Study

Guide on "The Sermon on the

Mount." Mrs. Henry Kenned, Jr.,

of Thomasville, and a member of the

Evangelical and Reformed Church,

will present "Missions U. S. A."

At the afternoon sessions there will

be classes with competent leaders on

program planning :

'

' The President

Meets Her Problems," "Organizing

and Leading Children's Groups."
(Two others in the making.)

Plan to have a representative at all

these sessions!

This is all planned for you—do

take advantage of it! Watch the

Che.stian Sun for more interesting

news on the School of Missions

!

*****
First National Women's Fellowship

Pre-Session Assembly, June 19

The first National Women's Fel-

lowship Per-session Assembly Avill

be held on Tuesday, June 19 in the

First Congregational Church in Oma-
ha. The program presented will des-

cribe and demonstrate the purpose
and scope of our Women's Fellow-
ship. Our National Vice President,

Anna Anderson, will chair a presen-

tation on "This Is How We Do It."

Rhoda Milligan is in charge of a pan-
el presenting our six Areas of Work,
involving our three National Chair-

men, Mesdames Foss, Brasseur and
Bouma, as well as Mrs. James Price
of California and Miss Marjorie A.
Martin, of New York. Our National
President, Mrs. Sue Bark, will pre-

side throughout the sessions.

The speaker the banquet which

will be held at the Blackstonc Hotel,

will be Miss Elsie Farris, Long Beach,

California attorney, who has just re-

turnued from a trip in Southeast

Asia.

Special guests of the Women's Fel-

lowship at the pre-session meeting

will be Dr. Florence A. Partridge and
Mrs. Katherine Benchoff, Executive

Secretary and National President,

respectively, of the Women's Guild

of the E and R Church. They will

also attend the entire General Coun-
cil meeting which will be in session

from June 20 to 27, in the Omaha
Civic Auditorium.

On Sunday evening, June 24, the

Women's FelloAvship, the Laymen's
Fellowship, and the Pilgrim Fellow-

Peace

When I sec a far-off hill,

Resting in the sun,

It says to me, "Here lies peace;
Come, here strife is (lone."

When I climh that far-off hill,

With repose to dwell,

Other hills, too, hecori' me—
What tales of peace they tell!

Some day I shall cease to secic

Hills so far apart;

When I learn that peace ahides

Only in the heart.

—Edna Becker

ship will unite in a service of wor-

ship, setting forth some of the goals

and emphases of each group. The
dedication of The Women's Gift will

be part of the total act of worship.

Mrs. F. C. Lester will represent the

Women of the Southern Convention
as she participates in the Processional

of State Presidents on Sunday even-

ing. *****
Literary Committee Meet

In Richmond

The Literature Committee of the

Women's Fellowship of the Southern
Convention held a planning meeting
for the Packets of next year, in Rich-

mond, last week.

Members of the committee are

Mrs. Floyd Shawolter of the Valley

Virginia Conference; Mrs. L. J.

Brown, Eastern Virginia Conference;

Mrs. David Shepherd of the North

Carolina Conference; and Mrs. W.
B. Williams, chairman. Mrs. Wil-

liams incites all persons who hvae

suggestions regarding the Packets to

mail them to her at 153 4th Street,

Newport News, Virsrinia, immediate-

ly- *****
Life Memberships and Memorial

Presented at Bethlehem

The Women's Fellowship of the

Bethlehem Church, Alamaha, N. C,
got off to a good start this year with

work planned well in advance and

a copy of the Year Book placed in

the hands of each member. All goals

have been met to date.

Sunday, May 20, M'as a Red Letter

Day for the Society. This was An-
nual Home Coming-Memorial Day
and the church was filled to overtloAV-

ing. At the close of the service, the

Fellowship awarded two Life Mem-
berships and one Memorial.

The live Underwood Circle present-

ed Mrs. R. V. Moore with a Life Mem-
bership in recognition of her many
years of service. The Young Peoples

Circle presented a Life Membership

to Mrs. H. J. Lee, who for many
years has promoted the cause of mis-

sions among the young people.

The Cassie Cruthchficld Circle,

named for Mrs. G. C. Crutchfield

(deceased), gave a Memorial in her

memory and presented same to Mrs.

Crutchfield 's daughter, Mrs. Eliza-

beth C. Leath.

This service was very effective and
was presided over by our capable

leader, Mrs. S'am Patterson.

Maude B. Crutchfield.

Missing!

Articles for The Christian Sun.

When last heard of they were clothed

in "Good Intentions" and were

travelling on "Thought Waves" to

the editor of the Women's Pa^e but

something has side tracked them.

Anyone knowing of their wherea-

bouts will Jdndly write them down
and mail in immediately!!

Special Notice!

Dr. Scott has asked us to announce

that the Convention Centennial issues

of The Christian Sun are still avail-

able at $1.00 per copy, by writing the

Southeri; Convention office.
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Sunday School Lesson
' ' By Rev. H. S. I-Iardcasti.e, D. D.

The Gospel Overcomes Paganism

Lesson XI

—

June 10, 1956.

Memory Selection : For ye tvere

sometimes darkness, hut now ye are

light in the Lord, walk as children

of light. Ephesians 5 :8.

Background Scripture : Acts 18 :23-

21:16; Ephesians 5:16-18.

Devotional Reading : Proverbs 23 :

1-5, 29-32.

Taking the Church to the People.

When Paul came to Ephesns he

found a few believers. As was his

custom, he began to teach and to

prea^'h in the synagogue. He did this

for three months. But some of them

that came "were hardened, and be-

lieved not, and spake evil of the way
before the multitude." Either the

Jews did not come to the synagogue

as they should have come, or those

Avho came did not respond as they

should, and Paul "departed from

them, and went into a school build-

ing run by a man named Tyrannus.

He continued teaching and preaching

here for the space of two years, and

all they that dwelt in Asia heard the

word of the Lord Jesus, both Jews

and Greeks.
'

' The point of this story

is that Paul adapted his methods to

the needs of the hour. He went where

the people were. He preached when
they had the time to listen, probably

between the hours of eleven to four

o'clock, when the people of Ephesus

Avere resting. And he got them!

There is a lesson for the Church

here. To be sure the Church must

never surrender to the whims of tlie

people, or to be cheap. But it must

take into consideration the established

habits of the people it serves. Many
a church has been put out of exist-

ence, or suffered a decline because it

tried to force everyone to conform to

its customs or traditions. For exam-

ple most churches hold their serv-

ices of worship at a stated hour, and
only at that stated hour. Folks either

come then or they cannot come at all.

And yet there are perhaps many peo-

ple who cannot come at one hour who
could come at another hour. Or again,

there are churches which take the

position that foUis are to come to the

church, instead of taking the church

to the people. But many churches

with their programs of lay evengelism

and visitation evangelism, are taking

the Church to the people. New occas-

ions teach new duties. In most com-

munities, the churches which are

having in this modern day, only a

stated service of worship, or a mid-

week prayer service, ai"e not meeting

the needs of the people any more.

There must be a ministrj' beyond its

doors. Before Dr. George Docherty

accepted the call to the church of

which Peter Marshall was the pastor,

a prominent church in Washington,

he had it distinctly understood, that

he was to be given the privilege of

conducting street meetings. In other

words if people would not come to

church to hear him, he Avould go

where there were people and preach

to them. It is the principle of the

Salvation Army and of other organi-

zations. Billboards, radio, television,

visitation evang-elism, and other meth-

ods are examples of the church going

where people are.

A Revival.

The gospel began to make inroads

on paganism. It was power, the pow-

er of God unto salvation to those who
believed, to the Jews and also to the

Greeks. Many believed, confessed

their sins, and were baptized. Furth-

ermore, to validate the message and

ministry of Paul, God wrought mir-

acles of healing at his hands. People

saw not only the superiority of the

new way of life
;
they felt its power,

and experienced its influence. And
their repentance brought forth fruits.

Evidently many of them had been

reading books on the "black arts,"

magic, superstitution, incantation and

sundry pagan customs. When they

accepted Christ, they brought these

bool^s—the estimated value was fifty

thousand pieces of silver—and burn-

ed them publicly! Discipleship to

Christ ought to be revealed in a

changed life. Furthermore followers

of Christ should not be slaves to

superstitution, magic, fortuiu^ telling,

crystal gazing.

A Riot.

AViicrever Paul went he usually

Jiad a revival or a riot, somethimes

both. This was the case at Ephesus.

As has been stated above, Paul's

preaching and teaching was malving

a tremencious impression and a tre-

mendous change. Great numbers
were forsaking paganism for the

Christian way of life. They were
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turning from Diana, the goddess of

the Ephesians, who had an ornate and

costly temple erected in her honor

and for her worship, at Ephesus.

They were also discarding the little

images of the goddess which they

carried oi- wore as devotees of this

pagan goddess. Hence the business

of the image makers began to suffer.

Tliis was carrying things too far, and
something had to be done about it.

And Demetrius, one of the "big
shots" in the business did something

about it. He called his fellow crafts-

men together, and made a speech. He
made a good speech too. He got down
to brass tacks at once. He was
a good mass psycologist. He made
two effective appeals. He appealed

first to greed or love of money. He
told them this fellow Paul was caus-

ing them to lose business and to lose

money. Did they want to lose their

wealth? Did they Avant to lose their

money? Smart guy, this fellow De-

metrius. Hit a man in his pocket-

book, and it hurts. That is a sore

spot with a man. The liquor inter-

ests, the owners of foul slums, the

managers of houses of prostitution,

the manufacturers of armaments, the

bosses of number rackets, the pur-

veyors of gambling establishments, all

those who make money in shady
ways, resent the least suggestion that

the gospel has anything to do Avith

their nefarious business, and they re-

sist, even Avith force, any effort to

put them out of business. And this

is true of all vested interests and
special privileged classes. A man's
pocketbook must be left alone. Hit
him tliere and you hurt him sorely.

The secoi'd appeal that Demetrius
made was to religion bigotry. The
chances are that Demetrius Avas not

a very religious man. He may never

have gone near the temple of Diana.

He may not have Avorn or carried one

of the little images or idols Avhich he

manufactured. But Jie was clever

and he kneAV the poAver of an appeal

to religious bigotry. "Wliy," said

he, "the first thing you know, not

only Avill this our craft, be in danger

and be set at naught, but also the

temple of the great goddess Diana
Avill be despised and her magnifi-

cence Avill be destroyed, Avhom all

Asia and the Avorld Avorshippeth.

"

Like many another rabbleronser, he

stretched the truth a bit, indeed a

great deal. The Avhole Avorld did not

Avorship Diana, indeed had never

heard of her. But that Avas a small

matter ! The result Avas a riot. For

(Continued on page 10.)
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The Christian Orphanage
John G. Truitt, Superintendent

Dear Friends:

We are hoping for an overflow con-

gregation at onr dedication service

for the Holt Memorial Chapel, Sun-

day, June 17, at 3 o'clock in the after-

noon. It Avill be a good time to visit

the Orphanage, and you are invited

to come.

Mr. Vitus R. Holt, representing the

Holt family, will make the formal

presentation of the chapel; and Mr.

Caleb D. West, who is a member of

the board of trustees and has served

on the board from its beginning, fifty

years ago, will make the speech of

acceptance.

Dr. L. E. Smith, president of Blon

College, will give the invocation; Dr.

Henry B. Robinson, minister of the

First Christian Church of Burling-

ton, will read the scriptures ; the choir

and congregation will sing the chapel

hymn, "Within These Walls."

After the presentation and accept-

ance of the chapel, Mr. Martin T.

Garren, president of the Southern

Convention, will lead the litany of

dedication. Dr. G. 0. Lankford, for-

merly pastor of the Holt family, will

offer the dedicatory prayer. The

orphanage children will sing "Hoav

Strong and Sweet my Father's

Care." The donors, trustees, staff,

and visitors will be recognized.

"Count Your Many Blessings," the

official orphanage song, will be the

closing hymn ; and the Rev. W. J.

Andes, minister of the Elon College

Community Church, will offer the

closing prayer and benediction. Mrs.

T. H. Macintosh (Mary Graham Law-

rence) will be the pianist.

Among the messages read at the

dedication will be one from the Sup-

erintendent of the Southern Conven-

tion, who will be attending a pre-

council meeting in Omaha.

Our schedule is a veiy busy one

right now. School closes this week,

and children are busy with the clos-

ing festivities (and should be busy

with the final tests). They are look-

ing forward to a week of vacation, or

two weeks if this can be provided.

Some of them will go to camp, some

to visit sponsors or other friends.

All of them will be at the orphanage

for the dedication services.

It seems to me the children are en-

tering into the spirit of our home in

a foier thaja usual way, and that

makes us all happy. They seem hap-

py and ready to make this a joyous,

pleasant place.

We are gratful for the response

which is coming from many churches

and friends during this Golden An-
niversary year.

John G. Truitt,

Superintendent.

# * *

REPORT FOR MAY 23, 1956.

Sunday School Monthly Offerings.

Amount brought forward $ 8,4.53.14

Eastern N. C. Conference:

Lee's Chape] $23.00
Moore Union 42.00

Pleasant Union 24.00

90.00

Eastern Va. Conference

:

Newport News S. S $ 12.84

12.84

N. C. and Va. Conference:

Mt. Zion S. S $ 15.11

Lynchburg 6.00

21.11

Virginia Valley Conference:

Bethel S. S $ 2.00

2.00

Total $ 125.95

Grand total 8,579.09

Special Offerings.

Amount brought forward .$14,864.45

Miss Augusta M. Rinehart,

Linville, Va $10.00
Lawrence S. Holt Trust
Fund 150.00

Mr. & Mrs. H. B. New-
man, Henderson, N. 0. 20.00

Lehigh Vailey Railroad

Co. (dividend) 1.20

In Memory of W. E.

Lowe, Sr 20.00

Women's Christian Fellow-

ship, First Cong. Ch.,

Hendersonville, N. 0. . . 5.00

Ladies' Bible Class, Cong.

Christian Ch., Hender-

son, N. C 25.00

In Memory of Wilkes E.

Lowe, Sr 5.00

In Memory of W. E.

Lowe, Sr 2.00

In Memory of Wilkes E.

Lowe, Sr 50

In Memory of Mrs. M. B.

Gwathmey 10.00

In Memory of Wilkes E.

B. Lowe, Sr 5.00

Special Gifts 95.00

355.70

Grand total $15,220.15

Total for the week $ 481.65

Total for the year $23,799.24

SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON.
(Continued from page 9.)

a while it looked as if Paul and his

companions would be beaten and per-

haps killed. But a level-headed town

clerk acted with dispatch, and with

a few well chosen words, dismissed

the mob. Many of the world's evils

could rather easily be cleaned up, if

profit were not involved in them. And
many of its worst problems could be

solved if religious and racial bigotry

were not involved in them. The love

of money is the root of all kinds o£

evil.

Based on "International Sunday School

Lessons;" copyrighted 1956 by Division of

Christian Education, National Council of the

Churches in the U. S. A.

Asked what the minister's text was,

the little girl replied, "Many were

cold and a few were frozen.

—Exchange.

MEMORIAL GIFTS
"Instead of Flowers"

Dr. John G. Truitt

Christian Orphanage

Elon College, N. C.

Dear Dr. Truitt:

Please acknowledge ihe enclosed J as a memorial gift

sent to the Christian Orphanage in lieu of flowers in memory of:

(Nameof Deceaied) (City) (Date of Death)

(Survivor to b« Written) (Addreaa)

Name

Address
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In Memoriam

TEDDER.
Whereas God, in his infinite love, haa

seen fit to call to her reward our friend

and member, Mrs. Thelma Tedder, on Fir-

day, May 4, 1956, we as a Woman's Mis-

sionary Society and church, wish to record

our appreciation of her Christian life de-

voted to her society and church. We sorrow

in our loss, but our loss is heaven's gain.

Therefore, be it resolved, that Union
Grove Congregational Christian Church of

the Western Carolina Conference, has lost

one for whom it mourns.

That we commend to the love and care of

God, her husband and children, praying

tliat in tlieir sorrow they may find peace

and comfort in God's love.

Mrs. PAUL WILSON.

KELLEY.
In the passing of Mr. D. J. KeUy of Eich-

mond, Va., on April 12, 1955, the Kingdom
of God on earth, the Congregational Chris-

tian denomination in general, and the First

Congregational Christian Church of Rich-

mond, Va., in particular lost a life-long

friend. Mr. Kelly had served his church as

one of its trustees, as Sunday school super-

intendent, as Bible teacher and at sometime

on all important committees of his church.

He was always ready to do his part in every

worthy cause. He loved his church; he

loved children; he loved his friends. He
was blessed with an inspiring sense of hu-

mor and a contagious spirit of optimism.

Though having lived four years on borrowed

time, his cheerful disposition belied his age,

for those who did not know would have

thought him to be at least ten years younger.

Mr. Kelly left his widow, three sons, one

grandson and one granddaughter and a host

of relatives and friends to mourn his going.

CAELTON BIBLE CLASS,
Eiehmond, Church.

* * *

UNDERWOOD.
We, the members of the Concord Chris-

tian Church wish to pay tribute to the

memory of Rev. I. T. Underwood, a lieeniate

of the North Carolina and Virginia Con-

ference and a beloved member of our church.

We are grateful to God for what his

life has meant to his family, church and

community. Therefore be it resolved:

1. That we humbly submit to the Father's

will, knowing that he doeth all things well.

2. That we extend to the family our

lieartfelt sympathy and earnest prayers.

3. That his kindly spirit and considera-

tion for others be an inspiration and ex-

ample to all who knew him.

4. That a copy of these resolutions be

sent to the family, a copy placed on the

record of the church and a copy sent to The
Christian Sun for publication.

WALTER B. SIMPSON,
VERNON DUEHAM,
ALLEN TATE.

* * *

APPLE.

Apple's Chapel Christian Church suffered

a great shock and loss in the sudden death

of one of its beloved members and deacons,

THE CHRISTIAN SUN
Mr. Eussell E. Apple, at his home on Route

1, Whitsett, N. C, April 26 at 5:15 p. m.

Mr. Apple was a member of the board of

deacons for 35 years. He was loved by all

with whom he came in contact. He was a

consecrated Christian and a special friend

to all the pastors who served the church. He
loved people, but above all, he loved his

Master. He was a man whose life was
truly his testimony. Mr. Apple was always

willing to give his time, talent, and his

means to see that the work of the church

was carried on.

Mr. Apple was born November 24, 1882,

the son of the late Lewis C. Apple and
Alice Kernodle Apple. He is survived by
his wife, Mrs. Elizabeth Boone Apple ; one

foster daughter, Mrs. D. M. Busick; and two
foster grandchildren of the home; two
brothers, C. E. Apple and L. A. Apple; one

sister, Mrs. W. B. Chrismon.

Funeral services were conducted at Apple's

Chapel with burial in the Alamance Me-
morial Park. R€v. Frank Apple, Rev. John
R. Lackey, and the pastor. Rev. B. A. Lee-

brick, officiated. The church was filled and
over flowing with relatives and friends, and
tokens of love and appreciation were shown
by the beautiful flowers brought to the rites.

The church and community suffered a great

loss in the passing of this dear one, but the

cliurch and community is a better place be-

cause Mr. Apple was a part of it.

We, the board of deacons and members of

the Apple's Chapel CliristiaJi Church, wish

to record our appreciation for his having
served our church as a deacon for the past

35 years and giving his time, talent, and
means in many things connected with the

church.

We are grateful to God for what his life

luis meant to our church. Therefore be it

resolved

:
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1. That in losing this good deacon, heaven
has gained.

2. That we extend to his beloved wife,

Mrs. Elizabeth Boone Apple, our sincere

sympathy and pray that God's richest bless-

ings may strengthen her to continue the

good Cliristian work that she has been do-

ing.

3. That we extend our sympathy and
love to his foster daughter, Mrs. D. M.
Busick.

4. That a copy of this token of love be

sent to his wife, a copy to be entered upon
the church record, and a copy be sent to

The Christian Sun for publication.

Respectfully submitted,

ERVIN BROWN,
Chairman of Board of Deacons.

PKOPOSES INTERCOMMUNION.
(Continued from page 2.)

One of the stumbling blocks to uni-

ty between the two communions has

been the Episcopal Church's claim

to apostolic succession—an unbroken
line of consecration from Christ's

apostles to the clergy today.

If intercommunion is established,

as proposed, clery of the two churches

would then be permitted to adminis-

ter the sacrements in each other's

churches.

The proposal, distributed to dele-

gates for their "information onl3\"

will serve as a basis for continuing

study by a new church union com-
mission to be set up by the Confer-

ence.

Historical Society of the Southern Convention
The Historical Society of the South- copies of the very valuable book,

ern Convention was officially recog- "Lives of Christian Ministers," P.

nized at the recent session of the J. Kernodle (1909). A free copy con-

Southern Convention. It will be its taining 408 pages will be given to all

purpose to preserve the .shrines of the charter members of the Historical

Congregational Christian Churches in Society. If you would like to receive

our area, gather historical material, one of these books and become a char-

and maintain the Church History ter member of the Historical Society

Room at Elon College. Charter mem- fill out the membership card as shown
bership in the Historical Society is below and mail it to the Southern

$5, and the names of all charter meiri- Convention Office, Elon College, N.

bers will be preserved in the Church C, along with your check for $5. The
History Room. Through the gene- charter membership list will close

rosity of Mr. John T. Kernodle we July 1st.

have received a limited number of Wm. T. Scott.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY

of The Southern Convention of Congregational Christian Churches

ELON COLLEGE, NORTH CAROLINA
With gratitude for the faith of our Fathers, a heritage of great price freely given

us; with faith in the solid achievements yet to come through the Church and its

wide and varied interests, I gladly become a member of the HISTORICAL SOCIETY
of the Southern Convention, that the Christian faith and deeds of the past, present,
and future may be preserved as a witness to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

Name

Address

Local Church

"/ saw and beheld a great multitude which no man could number."—Rev. 7:9:
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A Call to the Churches of Virginia
By REV. WILLIAM A. GRISSOM

The campus of Elon is undergoing

a drastic change. Several new build-

ings are almost completed. While

enroute to the Seuthern Convention

meeting I stopped by the College,

and was possessed with the feeling

that Elon College is really on the

march.

All tlie new buildings Avere beauti-

ful but I was particularly interested

in Virginia Hall, a new dormitory

for girls. This building will soon be

ready for use. I liad recently talked

with niy churches about Virginia

Hall and they had agreed to accept

their share of the cost and sent in

their Declaration of Purpose. I was

proud also that a girl from my church

in Windsor, veledictorian of her class

was going to Elon next school year

and had been assigned a room in Vir-

ginia Hall. I was glad that my
churches have a part and are doing

their share.

According to the reports in The
Christian Sun, many churches in

Virginia have not accepted their

quota and sent in their Declaration

of urpose. The churches of Carolina

have far exceeded the churches of

Virginia in accepting their quota and

meeting this challenge. However, a

liappy note was expressed by several

people at the Convention. More than

one person said that their church had

already accepted their quota but hatl

just failed to send in their Declara-

tion of Purpose. Maybe this is true of

many more of our churches.

We should not "fool around" with

an issue as important as this one.

The history of our country is a glor-

ious one and the most thrilling cluip-

ters have been written by the men
and women of the churches who saw

the needs of tomorrow and arose to

meet them today. Statistics show
tliat 40.16 per cent of the present

colleges in the United States are di-

rectly church related. Also, 26.97

per cent of the colleges in the United

States now privately endowed were

established by the churches. This is

evidence that the churches have been

willing to accept the challenge, with

a vision to the future. Elon College

is presenting such a challenge to the

churches of the Southern Convention.

It is not enough that we glory in

achievement of others, or other days.

William Allen White may have

sounded a fearful note but one that

is fearfully true when he said, "Un-
less those who believe in a Christian

civilization are willing to sacrifice of

their good hard-earned cash to edu-

cate Christian leaders, they will find

in a few generations that their dream

has vanished, that tyranny with its

hard and fast ruthless rules of life

will be substituted for the good life.

It is not a question so much of

church and preachers alone as it is of

these and colleges that will make
leaders who will create a world in

which churches can thrive, leaders in

all walks of life, and in all callings

and prefessions.

"
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Commandments on the Conduct of Life
which, if Heeded, will prove the Stepping Stones to

Success and Happiness.

By ROY C. HELFENSTEIN

1. Be slow to criticize others but daily give yourself "A Searching Once
Over."

2. When tempted to speak words that would hurt, keep silent. If you
cannot say something good about a person, say nothing.

3. Turn a deaf ear to all scandal and gossip.

4. Always be sympathetic
—
"Have a heart."

5. Be slow to judge others. Give everyone the benefit of a doubt.

6. Do not be suspiciously inclined.

7. Do not ignore or belitde anyone. Even the most lowly person may
be "an angel in disguise."

8. Be friendly even to the unfriendly. Appreciation and not mere tole-

rance is what the world most needs. Who wants merely to be tole-

rated ?

9. Be a promoter of harmony at all times and in all situations.

10. Be patient in time of disappointment. "Our disappointments are

often God's appointments for our good."

11. Be industrious.

12. Develop a keen appreciation of everything that is good.

13. Be enthusiastic about your work and about life.

14. Be optimistic. "Pessimism is poison to both mind and body."

15. Believe that in every realm of human interest "The Best is yet to be."

16. Be dependable.

17. Always be "on time." Punctuality is essential in every Ime of work
and in all man's relationships.

18. Be courageous. People who are cowardly never gef far in life.

19. Never spend more than you make. Have a carefully worked-out
personal budget that includes the indispensable item of "savings."

20. Prize the Truth above everything else,—the truth about yourself,

about God and about life. Only the truth can make you free.

21. Believe in God. Learn about Him by practicing His presence. Faith
in Him is life's greatest asset.
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N'E-W'S B'R-I'E-F'S

Lois Gotten Scott Luke, daughter

of Superintendent and Mrs. William

T. Seott, of Elon College, N. C. will

leave New York June 9tli for Frank-

furt, Germany, where she will join

her husband, James A. Luke, who is

stationed with the armed services

there. Mrs. Luke graduated from

Elon College with the class of 1956,

while Mr. Lulte graduated from the

college with the class of 1955. They

were married in Holt Memorial Chap-

el, Elon College, N. C, March 3,

1956. Mr. Luke is the son of Mr.

and Mrs. I. H. Luke of Holland, Va.

There are still a few vacancies in

the delegation of the Southerin Con-

vention to the General Council meet-

ing, Ojnalia, Nebraska, Juiie 20-27.

It is jiossible that you can be elected

a delegate by your Conference if you

would like to attend. If you are in-

terested in attending the General

Council, please notify Supt. Wm. T.

Scott, Elon College, N. C.

The Congregational Library

Many ministers, laymen and church

women find the summer is a good

time to catch up on study and read-

ing. Except for ten-day books, books

may be kept throughout the summer.

Also more copies may be requested.

The library will be glad also to send

a selection of books on any subject.

Biographies are popular for summer

reading. Subjects for a series of

sermons are good for fall preparation,

such as the parables, the ten com-

mandments, the beatitudes, books of

the Bible, how we got our Bible, de-

nominations, Congregational history,

etc., etc.

If in Boston during the Summer
you are cordially invited to visit the

Congregational Library at 14 Beacon

Street.

Ministers Discuss Creative

Opportunities

Meeting from early Monday after-

noon, May 14 through luncheon on

Wednesday, May 16, some 65 minis-

ters of the Southern Convention shar-

ed in the 1956 Minister's Convocation

held at the Conference Center at

Moonelon. This was the first time

for this group to use our own facili-

ties at this new site. Presiding over

the meeting this year was the Rev.

George D. Alley, Pastor of the Suf-

folk Christian Church. Secrelarv for

these sessions and for the preliminary

planning was the Rev. Harvey L.

Carnes, Pastor of the Franklin, Vir-

g i n i a Congregational Christian

Church The Rev. William J. Andes
of Elon (Jollege Community Church

served as Chaplain and meals and

accommodations were supervised by

the Rev. John S. Graves, Secietary

for (Jhi.stan Educaton of the South-

ern Convention. Highlights of the

program incLided the following loj)-

ics and leaders: The Fine Arts In

Worship, Dr. WofEord C. Timmons,

Southern Pines, N. C. ; The Role of

Religion In An Age of Crisis, George

D. Alley, Suffolk, Virginia; Pastoral

Opportunities, Olin B. Penleton, Nor-

folk, Virginia; Christian Education,

Dr. W. E. Wisseman, Greensboro, N.

C.
;
Churchmauship, Beverly Cosby,

Lynchburg, Virginia; and Youth

Work, Gaylord B. Noyce, Raleigh,

N. C.

There were fraternal delegates pre-

sent from the Southern Synod of the

Evangelical and Reformed Church

and the Convention of the South.

There were informal discussions of

Convention activity and of the pro-

posed union with the Evangelical and

Reformed Church, and the group was

addressed by Mr. Howard White,

City Editor of the Burlington Tivit v-

News on the general subject of churcn

publicity.

Officers elected for the 1957 Convo-

cation were as follows: Chan-man,

Rev. John R. Lackey, 637 S. Sunset

Ave., Winstoa-Salem, N. C. ; Secre-

tary, Rev. Wm. J. Andes, Elon Col-

lege, N. C. ; Treasurer, Rev. Wm. A.

Rich, 1612 Buli'alo St., Greensboro,

N. C.

The Christian Sun
Established 1844 by Rev. Daniel W. Kerr

A Religious Weekly for the Home, devoted
to the interest of the Kingdom as represent-

ed by the Congregational Christian Churches.

Our Principles

1. The Lord Jesus Christ is the only Head
of the Church.

2. Chiistiau is a sufficient name for the
Church.

3. The Bible is a sufficient rule of faith

and practice.

4. Christian character is a sufficient teat

of fellowship and church membership.
5. The right of private judgement and

liberty of conscience is a privilege that
should be accorded to and exercised by all.
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Laymen and the Church . . .

J. E. Danieley, Editor, Box 515, Elon College, N. C.

Treasurer's Report

February 20. 1955 to January 7, 1956.

Receipts.

Fullers Chapel $ 10.00

High Point 9.00

Union Ridge 16.50

Beverly Hill 15.00

Sale of banquet tickets . . 499.50

Shallow Ford 5.50

Union (Hunterdale) .... 10.00

Pafftown 3.00

Rally offering 144.35

Palm Street 10.00

Liberty 4.50

Builiiigton, First 34.50

Cypress 13.50

Mayland 10.00

Sale of material 8.00

Eli Cole (Baileys Grove) 1.00

Total $ 794.35

Balance brought forward 251.29

Total receipts $1,045.64

Disbursements.

Elon College $499.50

Rev. George Alley 25.00

Dr. R. H. Potter 100.00

J. Earl Daniely 45.00

The Print Shop 8.50

W. L. Cooper 16.06

Missions Council 35.29

Nat'l Laymens Fellowship 20.00

W. L. Cooper 10.25

Total Disbursements $ 759.60

Balance $ 286.04

Receipts for Moonelon.

Southern Pines $ 8.95

R. A. Hooper 5.00

J. R. Vinson 5.00

J. H. King 5.00

Abner Fitch 5.00

M. T. Inqua 5.00

J. F. C. Ferrell 5.00

G. A. Mahaly 5.00

E. C. Stanfield 5.00

W. T. Dunn 5.00

H. B. Newman 500.00

Liberty (W. N. C.) 25.00

Richmond 10.00

Antioch (E. Va.) 10.00

Offering 38.94

Zuni 10.00

High Point 70.00

Hunterdale 60.00

Elon College 500.00

Baileys Grove 10.00

Liberty 25.00

J. Earl Daniely 10.00

Dendron 7.00

Hight Point 30.00

Spoons Chapel 25.00

Randleman 50.00

Albemarl'.: 100.00

Total $1,534.89

Balance brough forward 208.89

Total $1,743.78

Disburse^nents.

W. L. Cooper, Moonelon 1,593.78

W. L. Cooper, Moonelon . . 10.00

J. R. Foster, Moonelon.. 150.00

Total $1,733.78

Balance, Moonelon 10.00

Bal. General Fund 286.04

Balance on hand 296.04

Deposit Bank of Coleridge 292.04

Cash on hand 4.00

$ 296.04

TREASURER'S REPORT
January 7 to February 28, 1956.

Receipts.

Hunt'/rdale, Moonelon ... $ 50.00

Offering 151.53

Sale of material 25.55

Sale of banquet tickets. . . 448.50

Total Receipts $ 675.58

Balance brough forward 296.0-^

Total $ 971.62

Disbursements.

Guilford Printing Co. ... $341.50

Elon College 448.50

Elon College comp. tickets 7.50

Rev. J. K. KohlJr 50.00

Rev. Odell Leonard 25.00

W. ti. Williams 43.85

W. H, Baker 33.80

N.iticnal Council 11.00

Total Disbursements $ 961.13

Balance 10.47

Check to Marsh D. McLeland in the a.mount

of $10.47 to Iran.sfer bank balance to the new
treasurer of the Laymen's Fellowship of the

Southern Convention.

S. H. Pell, Secretary.

Tithing: A Real Blessing

In all of our churches we have
many wonderful, and fine Christian

people. They are very fundamental
about the great truths of the Bible

that many of us hold dear to our

hearts. They accept fully all that the

Bible says about, the New Birth, the

Blood of Christ, Repentence, Heaven,
and Hell, and we thank God for them
and these great truths. But let me
r('mind you that in the same Book we
have the teaching of tithing.

Perhaps you are saying, well tithing

is not mentioned in the New Testa-

ment, and is only taught in the Old
Testament. I will most heartily

agree, but do you feel that the Lord
expects less of us than He did His
people of the Old Testament? I be-

lieve the tithe is a good beginning or

a base for our giving, but the New
Testament does not stop with just a
tithe, II Cor. 16:2, "Upon the first

day of the week let every one of you

lay by him in store, as God hath pros-

pered him, that there be no gather-

ings when I come."

There are raatty excuses being used

for not tithing, but one commonly
used and thought sincere by many
people is: "I cannot give anything

to the church, much less tithe, because

1 have no money and am even in

debt." Is it not the truth in most
instances that the average American
Christian has spent not only his cash

but most of his credit on himself?

Yet they say they love the church,

they love God, and the work.

Now what kind of business is the

church in today? Well the correct

answer should be, the soul winning

business. If the members of our

cliurches would tithe this great work

could be carried on in a wonderful

way, but because they don't, and
many of our churches are resorting

to other methods of finance. It makes

the people of the world wonder wliat

kind of business we really are in.

I came across this recently that

expresses Avhat I mean. ''If the

church puts on a rummage sale on

Monday, they are in the junk busi-

ness. If the put on a paid entertain-

ment on Tuesday, they are in the

theatre business. If they put on an

oyster stew for profit on Wednesday,

thoy are in the restaurant business.

If tliey send their workers through

the neighborhood with Jell-0 on

Thursday, they are in the grocery

business. If the Women's Fellow-

ship are making aprons for profit on

Friday, they are in the dry goods

business. If on Saturday workers

are canvassing the businessmen of the

conununity for some paid ad for the

church, the church is in the advertis-

ing business."

How can people of the community
ever find out just what business the

church is in? How confused the pub-

lic must be on Sunday when they

come to this kind of church. May
God help us to let tiie world know
what Ivind of business our church is

ill.

Tliere are many people v.'ho are

saying, "Yes, I believe in tithing as

a principle, and I try to give my
tenth, but I do not wish to sign a

pledge card." Now let us all be hon-

est, is this attitude consistent? This

same individual has no doubt signed

contracts for new automobiles, furni-

( Continued on page 6.)
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Editorial . . .

The 1956 General Council
The General Council of Congregational Chris-

tian Churches will be in session June 20-27, 1956,

in Omaha, Nebraska, for the denomination's bien-

nial meeting. The assemblies of the Council will

be held in the Omaha Municipal Auditorium.

Interest will center around the final discussion

and preparations for the proposed union of the

Congregational Christian Churches with the Evan-

gelical and Reformed Church, which is scheduled

for June 25, 1957, in Cleveland, Ohio. When this

union is effected the united body will be composed

of more than two million members. The general

name of the new organization will be the United

Church of Christ.

Sixteen years have passed since the official dis-

cussions of union were begun. All that has been

said and written about the merger would fill several

books, which probably should never be written. In

spite of all the difficulties that have been encounter-

ed, we believe that a real contribution has been made
to the cause of church union, not only within the

two denominations concerned but in Protestanism

at large. Those of us who attended the recent ses-

sion of the Southern Convention were richly bless-

ed by the spirit and messages of the members of the

Evangelical and Reformed Church who attended.

It is very important that the Southern Convention

be well represented at Omaha. There is enthus-

iastic support of the union throughout our Conven-

tion, which should be in evidence at the Council.

There are also other good and sufficient reasons

why there should be a large delegation from the

Souther Convention at Omaha. To attend a ses-

sion of the General Council is a liberal education in

the meaning of churchmanship.

In addition to the regular business of the Gen-
eral Council, the annual meetings of the American
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, the

Board of Home Missions, the Council for Social

Action and the Congregational Christian Service

Committee will be held. Delegates to the General

Council are voting members of these subsidiary or-

ganizations.

The Haystack Sesquicentennial celebration will

be a feature at the Council. In 1806 a group of Wil-

liams College students, seeking refuge from a storm,

dedicated their lives to Christian service on the for-

eign field. Out of this meeting grew the American
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions,

which is the oldest foreign missions society in Ame-
rica.

Attending a General Council meeting is an

honor and a privilege, but it involves quite a bit of

expense. Councils are often held where college

dormitories are available for lodging delegates. At
Omaha delegates will have to use hotels and motor
courts which will increase the expense of those who
attend. Some provision should be made for the or-

ganizations which elect delegates to share in the

incidental expenses of their delegates.

Christian's Witness in the Modern World
A Christian's first responsibility is to bear wit-

ness to the love of God as it is revealed in Jesus

Christ. The Christian who is not aware of that

responsibility has not learned the nature of his call-

ing. The real difficulty comes when the Christian

considers how he can witness for Christ in the actual

situations of daily life.

One bears witness for Christ when he accepts

Christ as the Savior and Lord of his life. One bears

witness for Christ when he stands before the altar

of a church, dedicated to the service of Christ, and
solemly promises to serve Christ by supporting the

church with his time, talents, service and contribu-

tions of money.

The essential nature of Christianity is revealed

in Christ's ministery on earth. Everything was de-

cided, not by what he might want to do, but by
what his Father wanted him to do. He beheved
that God loved all men; therefore he, Jesus, must
love all men with a love like unto that of the Father.

God had given Jesus the powers of heaven and

earth, and Jesus shared that power that men might

have life and have it more abundantly. Therein

lies the way to bear witness for Christ.

A Christian bears winess through the corporate

life of the church in which he holds membership.

When the church is assembled to worship God,

each true member of the church, whether present

or absent, bears witness for Christ. When the min-

ister preaches the Word of God from the pulpit, he

witnesses not only for himself but for each member
of the church.

A Christian witnesses for Christ through the

corporate life of the denomination in which his

church holds membership. The General Council

scheduled to meet in Omaha June 20-27, will bear

Christian witness not only for the more than a

thousand delegates who will be there, but also for

the more than a million and a quarter members
who will not be present. Truly, we are all mem-
bers one of another, and all of us belong to Christ

whom we love and serve.
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Elon College and Our Educational

Program
By DR. JOHN R. KERNODLE

Elon College Alumni Orator— Commencement, 1956

Dr. Smith, President Jimmy Darden,

otSeers of the Alumni Association,

Mr. Jack Garber, president of the

graduating class of 1956 of Elon

College, alumni, and friends:

It is with mixed emotions that I

stand before you tonight and talk

on a subject quite near my heart. My
life has been tilled with pleasant and

unexpected surprises, though likewise

there has been travail and disappoint-

ment. Thanks to my parents, who
believed in the Christian way of liv-

ing
; thanks to my wife, who has en-

couraged me to stay on the straight

and narrow road, and thanks to the

inspiration of the many teachers with

whom I have had the opportunity to

study. Each of them has been a sti-

mulus for whatever I have achieved

thus far. Yes, the stimuli have been

many, but for them to be effective

and permanent there must be avail-

able facilities such as those offered at

Elon College.

A manufacturing plant requires a

large quantity of physical material

and equipment. The materials which

compose the finished product are ce-

mented together by the various tech-

niques and methods to produce an en-

tirely different end product. That is

actually the situation in a college, and

more specifically our college. We
have wonderful physical equipment.

Our tachers are among the best. The

end result necessarily depends on the

individual's ability and desires.

Franlfly, I am quite amazed some-

times that the product looks so good

and acts so normal.

Why do we call ourselves Alumni
and our college oiar Alma Mater?

What significance does this really

have for us? Why shouldn't we call

this Mother's Day and be simple with

our thoughts and expressions? Just

a few weeks ago we celebrated on a

national level Mother's Day. Many
of you attended services in our

churches, heard anthems sung in hon-

or of our mothers, and heard the

beautiful messages brought by our

pastors. We who still !have ou>r

mothers living perhaps dined with

them and gave to them small tokens

of appreciation. Yet each of us real-

izes that it is impossible to repay our

mothers for the things thgy have done

for us over the years Yes, it has

been a long trek since we started off

as a small egg and are now mature

individuals. Many hours of restless

sleep, hard labor, and worried mo-

ments created an imprint on our par-

ents that will be everlasting. In a

similar fashion, we as children should

also have embossed on our surfaces

an imprint that will keep us ever

mindful of the things they have done

for us.

NoAV we have finished the road of

higher education; that is, in most

part. Some graduates will get fur-

ther schooling, but many will stop at

this level of education. This is true

of the majority of alumni here to-

night. What has been our effect on

the college? At times our professors

and the administrative officers have

been onite perturbed about some of

the activities that have occurred on

this campus. At other times, they

ha^-e been quite proud of the victories

that our athletic teams have brought

home and the honors our students

have achieved. I am quite sure that

they are most proud when they hear

of their students going into other

communities and states and return-

ing home with reports of excellent

conduct and good sportsmanship. In

spite of the activities in which you

have participated on this campus and

the marked impression that you have

made on the faculty, what they hear

of your progress after you have left

this campus is even more stimulating

to their inner feelings and more grati-

fying to their work in connection

with this institution.

Any successful educational pro-

gram must begin with our young peo-

ple. Norman Cousins writes: "Edu-
cation fails unless the three R's at

one end of the schools spectrunm lead

ultimately to the four P's at the oth-

er: (1) preparation for earning, (2)

preparation for living, (3) prepara-

tion of understanding, (4) prepara-

tion in the problems involved in the

making of a better world." What
has education accomplished on your

part? Have you learned the three

R's? Are you ready for the four

P's? You have good prospects for

earning the monetary benefits neces-

sary for life, but have you been pre-

pared for living? This question al-

ways interests me because I am one

of those strong believers that a small

denominational school will graduate
alumni with a better understanding
of living. The opportunities I have
had to study in the greater universi-

ties and to hear the lectures of many
great teachers in some of the larger

urban areas emphasize in my mind
the importance of religion in associa-

tion with our educational programs.
Recently while I was talking with

an Elon gradiiate, the following story

was related. This doctor had had an
opportunity to attend a lecture on
the subject of relativity by our be-

loved Professor Hook. Later he at-

tended a similar lecture on this sub-

ject by another great scientist in a

neighboring state. As stated by this

aJumnus, it was much easier for him
to understand the subject of relativ-

ity as it was correlated and discuss-

ed by Prof. Hook in connection with

the first chapter of Genesis. When
this alumnus heard this theory dis-

cussed later, the illustrations and de-

scriptions were taken from concrete

chemical and mathematical formulae.

As the group left the latter lecture,

there \^'as an obvious difference in the

facial expressions of the students for

confusion was present and the expla-

nation wasn't clear cut. To the group

that mingled after class, this Elon

alumnus told his story of how he first

heard about relativity and its corre-

lation v/ith the book of Genesis. This

helped to clarify the subject for the

students. After discussing several

other similar occurrences with me, he

then said :
" I am strongly in accord

Avith the small denominational schools

and their teachings.
'

'

Another phase of religious atmo-

phere and a producer of permanent

impressions on our alumni is that of

chapel, church, and Sunday School

services. Statements have been made
that there is some dissension among
the students in regards to required

attendance. When young people are

indoctrinated in Christian principles

early in life, they usually will adhere

to them through the years. Likewise,

habits formed early continue indefi-

nitely. Even Hitler and Stalin be-

lieved this. And since some of us do

not elect voluntarily to form these

habits, they often must be required.

While we may rebel at the time,

years later we are grateful to those

Avho made us "toe the line."

The last tAvo P 's stand for prepara-

tion of understanding and for parti-

cipation in the problems of our local

community and in a larger sense
'

' the

(Continued on page 8.)
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News of Elon College
President L. E. Smith. Elon College, N. C.

Sixty-Sixth Annual Commencement
Exercises

The sixty-sixth annual commence-

ment of Elon College closed Monday,
May 28, 1956, at 12:30 o'clock p. m.

The commencement exercises were at-

tractive, appealing and effective. Dr.

John Alexander Mackay, President

of Princeton Theological Seminary,

Princeton, New Jersey, preached the

baccalaureate sermon at 11 :30 o'clock

on Sunday morning. Congressman
Walter Judd spoke to the graduating

class and one of the most enthusiastic

audiences Monday at 10:30 o'clock.

Music for all occasions was furnished

by the Elon College choir.

One of the more significant services

of the entire commencement program
was the Alumni Banquet on Satur-

day night. This banquet was held in

the social hall of the new McEwen
Memorial Dining Hall. The room
was beautifully decorated and arrang-

ed for the occasion. The meeting

this year was in honor of Mrs. J. H.
McEwen, her son and daughter in due
recognition of the generous gift of the

family toward the cost of the erection

of this building. The orator for the

occasion was Dr. John R. Kernodle
of Burlington, North Carolina, and
of the class of 1936. The address was
most appropriate and to the point.

The speaker did not deal in plati-

tudes, but presented facts that had
to do with a small church college, its

needs and its contributions to our day
and civilization. He issued an earn-

est appeal to our Elon College Alum-
ni and friends to exercise their privi-

leges and come to the assistance of

our college. He paid a fitting tribute

to the late J. H. McEavcu and gave
due recognition to the McEwen fam-
ily for their generous act to Elon Col-

lege. Elsewhere in this issue is given
Dr. Kernodle 's address. I tru.st that

every reader of The Christian Sun
may read this article.

*****
Preamble of Dr. Smith's Report to

the Board of Trustees of Elon
College, May 28, 1956

The population of this county is

increasing at an incredible rate. Birth
rate is higher thon in previous years.

Large families are becoming numer-
ous. Our standards of living, freedom
of enterprise and the bounty of our

land are attracting ambitious citizens

the world over. People of the prin-

cipal nations of the earth are clamor-
ing for entrance. The population of
our country bids fair to double with-
in the next two decades.

This all sounds good. We are in-

clined to become enthusiastic, but it

all presents problems. It compli-

cates quite seriously our economic,
political, social and religions life. To
retain our freedoms, prosperity and
peace, all of our citizens, native born
and naturalized, must be informed;
must be educated.

The importance of education, sec-

ondary and higher, is being empha-
sized in state legislatures, in the Con-
gress of the United States and in

church councils as never before. They
tell us that by 1960 there will be

25 per cent more young people to go
to college than today, and that by 1970
the number will be double Avhat it is

at present. Count the cost of equip-

ment necessary to provide for the

education of so many and the ta,«k

becomes staggering.

Elon College cannot easily evade
its responsibilities in these ever-wid-
ening opportunities and staggering
tasks. Already Ave are increasing

our equipment, and assuming greater

responsibilities, but the end is not
yet. We should now be erecting four
dormitories instead of two and pro-
viding for six hundred boarding stu-

dents instead of three hundred.
Right now, today, we are missing

the opportunity of our time. Instead
of trying to do the whole job our-

selves, we should realize that this is

a community and universal responsi-

bility and form an organization and
constitute committees to lay these re-

sponsibilities on the heart and con-

science of every citizen directly oi-

indirectly involved. Once more I

dare to call attention to the necessity
of employing a money raising agency,
an organization with the "know how"
to come to our assistance, organize
our college constituency, give the pro-
per publicity and inspire us—church,
trustees, alumni, community and
friends of the college — to contact
every potential supporter of the col-

lege to do his share in this time of
need.

The authorities of Alamance Coun-
ty should make an appraisal of the

real worth of Elon College to the

progress and edvelopment of the

county's resources—human and ma-
terial. There can be but little deve-

lopment of material resources with-

out the development of human re-

sources. At present we have enrolled

in Elon College from Alamance Coun-
ty a total of 729 students—368 in the

day school and 361 in the evening

school. This is the number of stu-

dents from Alamance Country out of

a total enrollment of 1307. This is

a little higher ratio than usual. How-
ever, all through the years about 50

per cent of the student body of Elon

College has been from Alamance
County. Could our county possibly

have come to its present stage of cul-

ture and development without the

contributions of Elon College or a

similiar institution of higher learn-

ing f And yet an organized effort for

assistance has not been launched in

Alamance County for more than 20

years. We have recent multiple evi-

dences of communitiess clamoring for

colleges offering to subscribe large

sums of money for the privil^e of

such an institution as we represent

in its midst.

Apportionment Giving

Previously reported $ 9,914.98

Eastern N. C. Oonference:

Pope's Chapel $ 15.00

Raleigh 26.40

Eastern Va. Conference:

Rosemont

$

231.00

N. C. and Va. Conference:

Apple's Chapel $ 13.00

Virginia Valley Conference

:

Mt. Olivet (G) $ 20.00

Palmyra 15.00

Winchester 10.00

Total

$

330.40

Grand total $10,245.38

TITHING.
(Continued from page 3.)

ture, and other utilities. Why not

sign a contract, an agreement with

God, and become a partner in the

only thing that will last as long as

eternity ?

Our Convention is asking for 1,745

tithers by 1958 or five percent of our

mem.bership. May we count on you?

Aside from winning souls to Jesus

Christ, it is the greatest blessing in

the life of a Chritian. I can fnlly

recommend tithing to all our people,

and I do so with a sincere prayer in

my heart that you will do it. Give

God a chance and see if He will not

open the windows of Heaven to you.

R. Eugene Tally, Chairman,

Stewardship Committee.



June 7, 1956 THE CHRISTIAN SUN Page Seven

Youth at Work in the Church
Rev. John S. Graves, Editor, Box 336, Elon College, N. C.

Mission Guests at Moonelon

Camps this Summer

Miss Sumiko Nakamura of Kyoto,

Japan, who will be with us in our

Senior High Camj^, June 10-16, is a

senior at Shorter College, Rome, Ga.,

majoring in sociology.

Miss Nakamura was born in Kyoto,

the famous beautiful and ancient

capital of Japan, and spent most of

her life there except for a brief pre-

iod during World War II when she

was working for the Press Mainichv

in Osaka.

Miss Nakamura 's family is o-\'er

three hundred years old and well

known in Kyoto because of its rela-

tion to the Imperial Household Office

and the old traditional Buddhist tem-

ples as a merchant until World War
II.

Miss Nakamura studied at Dosh-

isha University which was founded

by Joseph Neesima.

Despite the pious Buddhist atmos-

phere of her family she became a

Christian during her school days.

She states that she had never wanted

to attend Doshisa and had she not

failed the entrance eaxmination to

the girl's public high school slie might

never have come to Doshisha and be-

come a Christian. "I am very grate-

ful to God for His guidance all the

way through since that day of my
failure in the entrance examination."

"In these days the continents are

so vitally bound to each other that

the welfare of one is the common good

of all. If we fail in any area of the

world to effect the Christian solu-

tion, we fail in all," says Miss Nellie

M. Walker, Congregational Christian

educator in Africa and China, who
will be in our camps at Moonelon,

July 7-August 11.

Miss Walker has been serving since

1935 in South Africa among the

Bantu people. '"Africans are peo-

ple, not 'statistics','' ^^he points out,

"Bantu means 'People.' Too many
have discovered that the Four Free-

doms do not always include the Afri-

can and they turn in their disappoint-

ment to Communism or the Moslem
faith, both of which bid for adher-

ants on the platform of 'no-color

bar'."

Nellie Walker has had an amazing

career, first ag a teacher in the USA,
then under the American Board of

Foreign Missions in Shaowu, China,

for nine years, and finally in South

Africa where she taught fiirst at In-

anda Seminary for Girls and later

at Adams College. She has not only

been teaching Scripture and Scrip-

ture methods, but she has been col-

lege librarian and student counselor.

Born in Oregon, the granddaugh-

ter of missionaries to the American
Indians, Miss Walker Avas educated

at Pacific University.

*****
Prayer by a Youth

(This prayer was offered at the

Youth Week Service at the Church
of Wide Fellowship, Southern Pines,

N. C, by James Humphrey, Vice

President of Pilgrim Fellowship.)

Almighty God, as we again come
into thy Sanctuary, we are thankful

that we are able to worship Thee in

tl:e beauty of Thy holy temple. Re-

member us, 0 Father, on this eve of

Youth Week and help us to pay more

particular attention to the many
tasks and challenges that lie ahead.

We pray thy special blessing on our

schools. Help them to give us a

sound education and, through organ-

ized athletics build our bodies so

that we will be able to use them in

Thy service. We pray too for our

homes and families that play a major

part in making us what we are.

We thank thee. Father, for the de-

votion that has kept religion alive in

our history and led thy Church for-

ward through the centuries. We give

thanks for thy living Church, the

men; the walls and pillars, the cour-

foundation of which is the faith of

age of human hearts; the buttresses,

the good will that reaches out into

the life of humanity; and the arcs

that overtower its beauty and hold

the Temple firm, the clasp of broth-

ers hand in hand. Strengthen this

bond of brotherhood and malie us one

with this vast family of believers who
are united in the prupose of serving

mankind.

We pray for those who are not

among us because of death or sick-

ness. Help them to endure patiently

and let them center their minds upon

thee and thy words of love and tend-

erness, and may their spirits walk in

"green pastures, beside still wat-

ers." In their anxiety and restless-

ness, calm them and assure them help

to triumpli over suffering and to win
their way back to health.

0, Father, we look out upon a

world this morning that is cursed by
hatreds. Millions stalk like shadows

across the earth, homeless, hungry,

and begging for the chance to live

in peace. We know that our world is

not right. With all the provisions of

nature and the capacities of man's
mind, there should be security for all.

The cries of needy children are

drowned out by drilling armies that

strive to preserve the Avails of sepa-

ration among thy people. Wealth is

squandered on mosters of war that

breathe terror to humanity. Elist

us, we pray, in a crusade to free the

world from the curse of national hat-

reds and the tyranny of war. Help
us to live as peace-makers, and de-

monstrate in our daily life the toler-

ance and co-operation upon which
alone Ave can succeed in building the

foundation of enduring peace.

0 God, who has placed us in the

majestic universe, help us, we pray
thee, to become a Temple of the Spir-

it. If some wall or care has shut us

off from the message of nature, give

us a ncAv vision of the beauty about

us. If Ave have been too busy with

trivial things to reach beyond petty

thoughts of our purposes for us, for-

give and change us.

If the prison gates of selfishness

keep us from opening our minds to

the demands of kindness, let us ac-

cept the Christian standards of help-

fulness, and A'enture forth on the

highAvay of service. If barriers like

snobbery have risen between us and
our daily companions, forgive us and
free us from such enslavement. Break
doAvn these iron Avails and barriers,

0 God, and free us from our past

enemies through the transforming

power of loA'c. Remove these obsta-

cles that have stood betAveen us and
the adventure of living, and set us

in harmony with thee and our fellow

men.

Teach us, 0 Father, a stronger

faith in thee as a living poAver in our
lives. This our prayer Ave offer in

the name of Christ, our Lord. Amen.

GUILTY CONSCIENCE.

"Thus oft it haps that Avhen Avithin

They shrink at sense of secret sin,

A feather daunts the brave;

A fool's wild speech confounds the

Avise

And proudest princes veil their eyes

Before their meanest slave."

—Walter Scott.
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OUR EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM.
(Continued from page 5.)

making of a better world.
'

' The uli-

mate success for your tenure on this

earth will be based primarily on the

manner in which your earnings and
your way of living produce a good

eflPect on the citizens of your com-

munity. Your obligations ' will be

great in your community 's education-

al and administrative programs, in

the civic affairs of beauty, health and

culture, and in your church activities

wherever you m.ay be. Thus it is the

duty and the desire of those at Blon

College to prepare you with a full

understanding of these needs and to

strongly urge your participation in

their every part.

You, as a graduate of this institu-

tion, have received the three R's and

the four P's. Now what are your

responsibilities to your foster moth-

er? If, at this moment, you have not

already been stimulated to become a

strong supporter and worker for your

Alma ]\Iator, may you leave this ban-

quet tonight with a full heart and an

open mind, and soon realize tlie

breadth and depth of the obligation

you owe to your college. May you

always desire to retain a deep feel-

ing in your heart for Elon.

The following remarks will illu-

strate to you the magnitude of our

problems. There has been a gradual

growth in the enrollment of the stu-

dent body, in the number of profes-

sors on the faculty, in the iuitreased

cost of living, and in the cost of opera-

tion of this and other similar institu-

tions. It is unnecessary for me to

reveal the figures of increased living

costs during the last three decades.

However, the following figures will

illustrate the increase in size of our

college enrollment. In the fall of

1932, my freshman year, there was

an enrollment of 240 members in the

student body. In the spring of J 935,

when I graduated, 33 members re-

ceived their diplomas. This year there

is a graduating class of 135 including

both the August and May classes.

This figure has been surpassed on one

previous occasion in 1951 when a

total of 176 graduated. This year

1,296 students have enrolled in both

the day and night schools. The en-

rollment for 1957 may reach 1,500.

This year there are approximately
340 campus students, and a minimum
of 500 campus students is expected
within the next two years. Yes, a

6-fold increase in enrollment during
the last 20 years.

Two great factors are going to play

on the stress and strain of the en-

rollment of colleges in future years.

(1) There is an increased desire of

high school graduates to obtain col-

lege education. For example, on a

local level, last fall 58 per cent of

the graduates of Burlington High
School enrolled in a college. In 1946,

the number was 44 per cent. (2)

The population of the U. S. has grown
by leaps and bounds. The expect-

ancy for the end of this century seems

astronomical, yet it well may be a

reality In this state aloiie we ha^'e

averaged 110,000 births annually for

the last 12 years. Therefore, it will

be necessary to increase college facili-

ties to take care of first, those desir-

ing to obtain this further education,

and second, the increased number be-

cause of population increase.

What are the plans for Elon Col-

lege? What do .you alumni want to

do? A few years ago the Board of

Trustees set a miiximum enrollment

for day students at 1,000. Are we
going to maintain this number as aur

maximum figures or do "we as alumni

want to cater to the increased desire

of many hLo:h school graduates for

further education? The colleges and

universities throughout our nation are

falling into one of these catagories.

Of the first, they are raising adnds-

sion standards and improving facili-

ties to give better opportunities to the

students.

There are now approximately 150,-

000 full-time teachers in the 1,855

American colleges and universities.

Dr. Hillis of the U. S'. Department of

Health predicts that there \\\\\ be a

need for 330,000 by the year 1970,

and that the college-age population

Avill jump by 33 per cent in the next

10 years, by 63 per cent by 1970.

Those two figures parallel the desire

for education and the increase in

]iopalation. His department likewise

predicts 100 per cent increa.se in en-

rollment, reaching two and one-third

million students within a 12-15 year

period.

There was no secret about the fact

that Eloji College needed new dor-

mitories and a new dming hall, and

that approximately three-quarters of

a million dollars was borrowed to

obtain these new structures. The
(question in the minds of many is

whether there should be additional

monies borrowed and further ineiease

in facilities made now. This year in

tne U. S. three quarters of a billion

dollars has been spent on classrooms,

libraries, field houses, dormitories and
laboratories. Over twice as much has

been spent as in any one year in the

history of our country. Dr. Hillis

and other educators feel that it will

be necessary to double this outlay of

expenditures if we are going to keep

up with the demand for college edu-

cation. You readily realize that the

state supported institutions are en-

larged and maintained with tax

funds. Small private and denomina-

tional colleges do not have this finan-

cial consideration and must look to

other sources for their need. No one

realizes better than I that it will be

impossible for you of the graduating

class to leave this campus and im-

mediately start contributing in a

large way to the college. Likewise,

no one better than I realizes the poten-

tialities of your future, not only to

gain in worldly goods but to create

and stin-iulate interest in giving to a

private enterprise such as our col-

lege. Now, what I mean by this

statement is that while a good per-

centage of this graduating class will

be teachers, another group will be in

other professions, and still another

group will be associated with large

industries. During the last few
months, several of the large corpora-

tions such as the Ford Foundation

have seen fit to contribute to private-

ly endowed and owned colleges

throughout the country. Elon has

likewise participated in grants from

several other eompaines; narnelj^ the

Palmolive Soap Co., Esso Fund, and

Burlington Foundation. There are

available in other organizations such

as General Electric, Westinghouse

and Dupont, the opportunities for

you to mention the fact that Elon is

a deserving school. In many of these

corporations for every dollar that an

alumnus contributes to his Alma Mat-

ter, the corporation will match it,

and in some instances they will give

double by giving a grant-in-aid along

with your donation. Yes, this opens

the avenue for you as one of the

younger chldren of our foster Alother,

Elon, to bring her to their attention

Avhen you are given the opportunity.

Another thing you can do is join

the Alumni Association this weeken.d

and continue to participate in iis

jDrogram throughout the coming

years. Perhaps your worldly gains

will never be sufficiently great to al-

low you to participate in a giving

program of any sizeable amount, but

your contact with people who are in

that position may be more fiuitfid

and beneficial to your Alma Mater

than you now lealize. A large per-

( Continued on page 10.)
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Sunday School Lesson
By Rkv. H. S. Habdcastle, D. D.

Ambassador in Bonds

Lesson XII

—

June 17, 1956.

Memory Selection: Nevertheless J

am not ashamed; for I know whom
I have Relieved, and am persuaded

that he is ahle to keep that which

I have committed unto him agaiivxt

that day. II Timothy 1:12.

Background Scripture: Acts 21:17-

26 :32.

Devotional Eeading : II Tim. 1 :8-14.

Here is one of the most dramatic

scenes in the New Testament. Gath-

ered together in a stately government

building wan a select group of men

;

the chief captains and principle men
of the city, the governor of the pro-

vince, Festus, and the king, Agrippa,

and his wife Bernice, who came, says

Luke, "with great pomp." It was a

gathering of "big shots" in high mili-

tary uniforms and royal costumes.

They had been called together by

Festus, at the request of Agrippa,

to hear a prisoner, a Jew, who was

the center of a great contention and
controversy. This prisoner—he was

Paul the apostle of course—had had

charges brought against him, but they

were so vague that Festus wanted a

more specific indictment brought

against him before he sent Paul to

Rome to appear before Caesar. As
he said "it seemed unreasonable to

send a prisoner, and not withal to

signify the crimes laid against him."

So "this was it.' Paul was to be per-

mitted to speak for himself.

Free, But In Chains; In Chains,

But Free.

When Paul stood before Agrippa,

the men stood in sharp contast. Here
was Agrippa, dressed in royal ap-

parel, haughty, powerful, wealthj^

cynical, and corrupt. He was a king,

he was a free man, free to do about

what he pleased, after a fashion. And
here was Paul, probably simply and
even poorly dressed, not at all im-

posing in appearance, and if not

hound in chains, at least a prisoner,

closely guarded by soldiers. And yet

who was really free? Agrippa was
+'rec, and yet in chains, bound by
cynicism, immorality— his conduct

with his ?5ister was a matter of pub-

lic scandal—boredom with life. He
was tired, weak, disgusted, immoral,

cynical. Paul, on the other hand was
inspired, eager, fearless, enthusiastic,

thrilled with life. "Iron bars do not

a prison make." Many a man, though

in prison, has been free all the while.

And thousands of men and women,
who are free to go and come as they

please, are in chains to appetite and

passion and prejudice. The only lib-

erty that is worth while is the liberty

which Christ gives. This was not a

trial in the legal sense of the word.

But if either of the actors in the

drama had been on trial, it would

have been Paul's accusers rather than

Paul. There are so many points of

reminder between this occasion and

Christ's trail before Pilate. And
here Paul is the victor as Christ was

there.

The Prisoner Gets a Hearing.

Paul knew '

' how to win friends and

influence people." He uses what

might be called blarney, or soft soap,

to get a hearing. He is quite smart

in his approach. He tells Agrippa
that he is quite happy that he had
the chance to speak directly to him,

especially since he knew that Agrip-

pa was "an expert in all customs

and questions among the Jews." He
must have had his tongue in his cheek

when he said this. At any rate, Ag-

rippa was very much pleased and
listened eagerly to what Paul had to

say. On more than one occasion Paul

shoAved that he knew how to get a

liearing, that he knew how to make
the proper contact in speaking.

The Prisoner Tells His Slory.

In simple, straighforward words,

Paul tells about his early life and
background. Like Agrippa, he too,

had been cynical and critical about

evei'vthing that conflicted Avith the

teachings of the ancient faith. Ag-

rippa Avas familiar with tliese teach-

ings—as the ruler over the Jews he

liad probably familarized himself

Avith the general outline of the Jew-

isli faith, in fact he Avas a Jew him-

self and had been taught tli'^m. The
main difference between the two men
Avas that Agrippa kncAV but did not

care. To the one, ("hrist Avas a suli-

ject tor speculation ; to the other

Christ Avas the object of devotion and
consecration.

The climax of Paul's .story comes

when he tells of his conversion on the

road to Damascus, and of the change

that came into his life with this ex-

Page Nine

perience. So eloquently did he speak,

and his words Avere charged Avith such

emotional overtones that Festus cried

with a loud voice, "Paul thou art

beside yourself; mucji learning doth

make the mad." "Ah, no," said

Paul, "1 am not mad . . . but speak

forth the Avords of truth and sober-

ness.
'

' There is perhaps nothing tliat

kindles the fire in a man 's heart

quicker than to have him tell about

a vital, personal experience A^itli

Christ.

The Prisoner is True to the Vision.

"Wliercupon, 0 King Agrippa, I

was not disobident to the heavenly

vision." He did not mean that he

had never made any mistakes, that he

had achiever perfection, that he Avas

a saint. But he did mean that he had
never stopped trying. He had never

lost sight of the ideal. He had per-

sistently tried to make life conform
to the ideal in Jesus Christ. What
about you, King Agrippa? Did you
haA-e the fine vision of your youth?
Did you plan big things? Were vou
inspired when you AA cre young ? What
has happened? Has the fire burned
down, or out? Has your inspiration

turned into cynicism? Have you giv-

en up? Why did you give up? One
Avonders of questions like these flash-

ed through Agrippa 's mind Avhen

Panl said he had not been disobedient

to the heavenly vision. And Avhat

about us? Have we lost our enthusi-

asm? Has the vision become blurred

or dim? Has our enthusiasm turned

to cynicism? Are we still building

it according to the pattern that Avas

shoAvn us in the mount? It isn't fall-

ing that is bad; it CA^en isn't failing

that is bad. God does not judge us by
episodes, but by our total living, by
the manner in which we keep faith

Avith the visions we have, the Avay Ave

obey our highest which are our best

moments.

The Prisoner Displays Heroism

of a High Order.

It took courage, superb moral and
spiritual courage, for Paul to say

Avhat he said. We see him here in

heroic stand. Here is an underdog
Jew, standing before the high tribu-

nal of the land, bearing his Avitness

to his faith, speaking in bcbalf of

Christ, speaking words that like- liic

sword of the Spirit pieced tln' inner

secrets of his hearers, and brought

them to judgement. And yet doing it

in magnanimous spirit. "I would to

God that all that hear me this day
Avere altogether such as I am, except

these bonds." Paul's hearty desire

was that all men should be saved.
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The Christian Orphanage
John G. Truitt, Superintendent

Dear Friends:

During the past two weeks we have

received ]nuch smaller amounts for

the orphanage than we actually need.

In our May 24 report we showed a

total received $481.65, and this week's

report our total received is $284.36.

Our average cost per Aveek is

$1,057.77.

We wish to encourage our churches,

Sunday schools and friends to re-

member the orphanage.

Out of the 38 churches in the West-

ern N. C. Conference w^e heard from

10 during May; out of the 20 Virgi-

nia Valley churches we heard from 5
;

out of the 51 N. C. Va. Conference

churches we heard from 22; out of

the 48 Eastern N. C. Conference

churches we heard from 16 ; and out

of the 45 Eastern Virginia churches

Ave heard from 13.

A little from each church each

mouth Avould help to carry on the

Avork at the orphanage. A homeless

child in the care of the church is a

blessing for a needy child and oppo-

tunity for churches and friends to

make the most lasting kind of invest-

ment.

This week all our children have

had their annual booster shot against

typhoid.

Next Aveek the younger ones of

them will be attending Vacation Bible

School. After that they will begin

their vacations for the summer. A
fcAv of them Avill be gone each week.

Several of them are going to our oavu

church camps. Many of them Avill

visit in homes of their sponsors and

friends for a week. For each child

some type of vacation aa'IU be provid-

ed.

Matrons and house-mothers get

two Aveeks vacation during the sum-

mer too. This necessitates the em-

ploying of a supply matron to take

their places—one after another as

only one regular matron is aAvay at

a time.

Two of our girls will become grad-

uate nurses this summer. We are

very proud of them : Ann Kinch and

Helen Hughes. They have made fine

records and are a credit to this home.

Please do not let us slip too far

behind with the "summer slump."

Just think of us and help make the

50th year a really successful one.

John G. Trititt,

Superintendent.

REPORT FOR MAY 30, 1956.

Sunday School Monthly Offerings.

Amount brought forward $ 8,579.09

Eastern N. C. Conference:

Amelia $1.5.00

Antioch 10.00

Chapel Hill 22.00

Fayetteville 3.00

50.00

X. 0. and Va. Conference:

Burlington, First $78.81

Tryon 46.00

Union (Va.) S. S 5.00

129.81

Western N. C. Conference:

Albemarle $17.92
17.92

Total $ 197.73

Grand total $ 8,776.82

Special Offerings.

Amount brought forward $15,220.15

Beacon Ave. Cong. Chris-

tian Cliureh, Columbus,

Ga $ 8.41

Pillsbury Mills, Inc., for

Coupons 18.60

Philathea Class, Suffolk

Christian Church 5.00

Mrs. Emma H. Cliamber-

lin, Windsor, Conn. . . . 7.00

Hank's Chapel Missionary

Society 17.00

Welcome Class, So. Plain-

field Friends Church of

Sophia, N. C 12.00

Service Guild Circle, Palm
St. Christian Church of

Greensboro, N. C 5.00

Special Gifts 13.62

86.63

Grand total $15,306.78

Total for the week $ 284.36

Total for the year $24,083.60

OUR EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM.
(Continued from page 8.)

coiitage of this graduating class will

maintain its residence in Alamance
County. Talk to your employers or

your associates in business, and tell

tliera of the benefit that this com-

munity is deriving from tlie eolleg(?.

Stimulate thern, and if they are not

alrfady aAvare, sell them on the need

of their support both spiritually and
financially.

So far this talk has been primarily

for the new members of the Alumni
Association, th(! graduating class !jF

1956, Avhom Ave honor tonight. We
of the former classes may not be do-

ing the job that we should in regards

to sti?r!ulating our employees, or as-

sociates and Oriends to participate in

the great program of private entej'-

prise, of repaying our school for tlie

many things tiaat she has meant to us

and may mean to others. Perhaps you

have done all you feel is necessary.

Let me tell you that as long as tliere

is an individual in our community
that is not noAV contributing to our

college, Ave still have an opportunity

to obtain a friend both spiritually

and financially. Many of you know
of corporation members who could

influence the board of their com-

panies to give an annual donation to a

cause such as Elon College. If so,

tall; to them. LikeAvise, as always

there is an opportunity for legacy

donations, not only by yourself,

friends, and family, but by some of

those Avith whom you are acquainted

w-ho have not yet decided to which

place they will leave their estate.

Tonight this annual meeting is be-

ing held in a building which we dedi-

( Continued on page 15.)

MEMORIAL GIFTS
"Instead of Flowers"

Dr. John G. Truitt

(-i)ristian Orphanage
Elon College, N. C.

Dear Dr. Truitt:

Please acknowledge the enclosed $ as a memorial gift

sent to the Christian Orphanage in lieu of Howers in memory of:

(Name of Deceaied)

(Survivor to be Written

)

Name

Address

(City) (Date of Death)

(Address)



June 7, 1956 THE CHRISTIAN SUN Page Eleven



Page Twelve THE CHRISTIAN SUN Jime 7, 1956



June 7, 1956 THE CHRISTIAN SUN Page Thirteen



Page Fourteen THE CHRISTIAN SUN June 7, 1956

< K

2 ^

w

I

o u
g -S

h

6 .

W "

8 M
u

h Pi
O

h

w

5 S i

^ .S

^ 2 §

^ c
B 8

111

I w
I

6 c
S o

^ w

-Q <S .9

i t g

Q 1 5

o
ft

il0
J5

1
^

J I 1
g u
m -3 c
a § I
E «r ?
-a c o< O C/2

-a

§ ..2

S = §

I § ^

C q o

tted,

-<

O
O

1 w

o

o 1 <

g i
^

J ^ S

w
u

§ %
^

s a s

« J.

S § !-H p S
uS O uS fN] lO

(M U-) f/-,

3 «^

3.1

i w t/i

w
: :

Co.,

S.

elisni

.

ik

&

Trust

ind

Evang

sceipts

.

.

.

md

advanc

I

Wacl

Stew;
Inter.

Mis«
Payrc

O OO 1^ o
Os'

00 O IT) r~. r-. r-< rr <> ^ 00 p vO Tf p
S !o

'

1^ „

11
« » P.

8 =a o

J U ^

D C

H-2
^ i .2 W .2 W f5

W §

3 -O -O TJ W ftW ft ft ftW '5 £

S3 c ^
o) cd S 00 c

ill
ft 3 s

ftfe .2
^

1 ^ §
I
CO pil CO



June 7, 1956 THE CHRISTIAN SUN Page Fifteen

OUR EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM.
(Continued from page 10.)

cate to an alumnus of a smi'll deno-

minational school. In the summer of

1894, a boy was born to a fHrva familj^

in Matthews, N. C. Obviously this

young bey received tlie Christian

guidance of his paroits and had the

opportunity to attend a smfdl deno-

minational college, Davidson, gradu-

ating from this school in 191 i. The

following year he spent at tlie Uni-

versity of North Carolina as a grad-

uate student. Durino- the next three

years he was principal of Burlington

High School, leaving that position to

ser^e his country in World War I.

Following his discharge he became

superintendent of the Star Hosiery

Mills in Spartenburg, S. C. Two
years later he moved to (Jharlotte

where he was treasurer of the Char-

lotte Knitting Company. In 1925 he

organized a small mill which rapidly

ii) creased in size, and in 1940 merged

witli May Hosiery Mills to form the

May-McEwan-Kaiser Co. Mr. James

H. McEwen, better known by his

friends as "Miac," became president

of this organization, a position which

he held until his death in 1946. This

organization became one of the larg-

est of its kind in the world. In addi

tion to his activities with this corpora-

tion, he also become involved in sev-

eral other textile mills and business

enterprises. Because of his progress

and ability to surge forward in the

textile industry, his place of impor-

tance in this great field was recog-

nized by the Southern Hosiery Mfinu-

facturers' Association Avhen in 1940

he was elected their president. His

biography continues to list innumer-

able positions that he held in various

businesses, but I would like to skip

over these and mention some things

for which he was most outstanding

and the positions he held in the civic

an community affairs of Burlington

and North Carolina. He was ])resi-

dent of the Burlington Chamber of

Commerce on several occasions, a

member of the Burlington Commun-
ity Foundation and the Elon College

Foundation, a trustee of Elon Col-

lege and of the Elon Christian Or-

phanage, treasurer of the Burlington

City Library and the Alamance Coun-

ty Hospital board, and a member of

the North Carolina Board of Correc-

tion and Training. He was a mem-
ber of all the prominent hosiery or-

ganizations of oar country, and be-

longed to the American Legion and

the Kiwanis Club.

One of the outstanding contribu-

tions that he made to his church and
which he performed so efliciently and
capably was that of teacher of the

Adult Men's Class. Unfortunately

T did not have the opportunity to

hear many of his lessons because of

my absence from the community dur-

ing the last decade of his life, but I

have heard many of the class mem-
bers tell of the spiritual direction

given them and the ability he had to

impress upon them the importance of

living a Christian life everj^ day.

Yes, it is obvious that James Henry
McEwen learned the three R's and
practiced the four I"s.

The qualities a)id abilities of this

great man are so well outlined in the

PhiPsiCli of 1947 which was dedi-

cated to him, that I quote from that

book: "Native North Craolinian, edu-

cator, manufacturer, community
builder. Christian statesman and

churchman. A man of unusual eco-

nomic sense, he had an insight into in-

dustrial problems possessed by few
and rarely, of ever, surpassed. By
his genial spirit, unselfish attitude,

and fair dealings he enriched the lives

of his business associates and endear-

ed himself to his community. He was
so fair to labor that those who work-

ed with him sought to carry out his

wishes as if they were their own . . .

Because of his interest in, devotion

to, and vision for our college, we, the

members of the class of 1947, take

perculiar pelasure in dedicating the

PhiPsiCli, our college annual, to

his memory and enduring honor.
'

'

It is a distinct pleasure and honor
to have with us tonight the family
of this well-known and belo^'ed in-

dustralist. Mrs. Iris Holt McEwen
has also lived a life of dedication,

serving well her community, church,
orphanage, and college. She is active

in the Women's Auxiliary, a teacher
i}i the Sunday School, and a trustee

of Elon College and of the Christian

Ophanage. This family has seen

fit to contribute substantially to

the cost of construction of this din-

ing hall. On the behalf of their hus-

band and father a permanent memor-
ium has been established. This long
needed, beautifully decorated and
furnished building is most fittingrly

named the J. II. McEwen Memorial
Dining Hall.

As the last sentence of the annual
dedication stated: "Because of his

interest in, devotion to, and vision

for our college," may I close with
the hope that Elon College may have
many such friends in the future, who
will show interest in, devotion to, and
vision for her.

Historical Society of the Southern Convention
The Historical Society of the South- copies of the very valuable book,

ern Convention was officially recog- "Lives of Christian Ministers," P.
nized at the recent session of the J. Kernodle (1909). A free copy con-
Southern Convention. It will be its taining 408 pages will be given to all

purpose to preserve the shrines of the charter members of the Historical
Congregational Christian Churches in Society. If you would like to receive

our area, gather historical material, one of these books and become a char-
and maintain the Church History ter member of the Historical Society
Room at Elon College. Charter mem- fill out the membership card as shown
bership in the Historical Society is below and mail it to the Southern
$5, and the names of all charter mem- Convention Office, Elon College, N.
bers will be preserved in the Church C, along with your check for $5. The
History Room. Through the gene- charter membership list will close

rosity of Mr. John T. Kernodle we July 1st.

have received a limited number of Wm. T. Scott.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY

of The Southern Convention of Congregational Christian Churches
ELON COLLEGE, NORTH CAROLINA

With gratitude for the. faith of our Fathers, a heritage of great price freely given
to us; with faith in the solid achievements yet to come through the Church and its
wide and varied interests, I gladly become a member of the HISTORICAL SOCIETY
of the Southern Convention, that the Christian faith and deeds of the past, present,
and future may be preserved as a witness to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

Name

Address

Local Church

"I saw and beheld a great multitude which no inan could number."—Rev. 7:9:
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The Spirit of Congregationalism

By GAIUS GLENN ATKINS

CONGREGATIONALISM, when one

sees it in its entirety, has always been

a means to an end: the right and

duty of the church member to administer

his own church business with a direct con-

trol ; a minimum of ecclesiastical machinery

;

willing obidence to majority decisions; a

disciplined respect for the right of the ma-

jority. Congregationalism believes this to

be necessary to the liberty of a Christian

man, and whatever else is built must be

upon this foundation.

This liberty may be surrendered, but

only for the sake of a larger and more in-

clusive liberty, since freedom is always co-

operative and must always extend its cor-

porate frontiers to maintain its central sanc-

tities. Congregationalism began and con-

tinued with a new concepttion of authority

of the Christian fellowship, in essence a

spiritual democracy, and beneath this the

conviction that the sources of this authority

are the enduements and directions of the

Holy Spirit, and that thus God comes into

action through human meditation. This

is to establish the church upon foundations

which no tumult can overthrow and whose

august sovereignties make hierarchies only

incidents in a vaster process. Congregation-

alism made the church meeting house a

throne room.

In it was, and is, a conception of "com-

munion" immeriate, cooperative, vital, te-

nacious, and elastic. It is a direct sharing of

undertakings and responsibilities, friend-

ships and the fruits of the Spirit. Nothing

in religious history is more moving than the

covenants by which members of the early

Congregational churches bound themselves

together in the face of manifold perils, for

the conduct of enterprises whose simplicity

masked their splendor. The result, at its

best, has been an immediacy of Christian

fellowship whose tender beauty cannot be

put into words.

The genesis and development of the fel-

lowship principle has been modified and

improved, but it has held true to its primary

inspiration. The complusions of Congre-

gationalism have always been rooted in free

consent. They represent shared visions and

shared undertakings. The result has been

a fellowship of churches which has secured

a community woven together of strong and

countless filam.ents—no more sectarian than

truth, goodness, and Christian discipleship

are sectarian. Its halo has flickered often

enough and those who cai'e for it must re-

cognize Its limitations, but it has sought and

served, far beyond its own immediate and

particular interests, the realization of the

Christian way in strategic human enter-

prises.

The "Congregational Way" possessed a

power and principle which will always be

asserted and realized in a free society. Its

two key words are: "fellowship" and "free."

"Fellowship" makes it Christian. "Free"

makes it great. These are more precious

than life, for without them life has lost its

meaning and Christianity its mandate. Its

history in its entirety is no more than the

telling of how one communion among the

great fellowship of Christian communions
has conceived and served these freedoms

and helped to make them, after its power
and fashion, a priceless part of our inheri-

tant.

From the Congregational Christian His-

torical Society News Letter, Spring, 1956.
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Father's Day
By ANDREW SLABEY

When Mother's Day comes around everybody observes it.

Greeting cards swamp the mail. Presents are bought and

given. The florists can scarcely supply the demand for white

and red carnations. The preachers preach wonderful sermons

about mothers. And the grateful daughters in the church

put on special programs honoring mothers. That is all right.

We would rather honor our good mothers than some ancient

saints who never did anything for us.

But when Father's Day comes aroimd hardly anybody

notices it. Why not ? Aren't the fathers entitled to any recog-

nition or appreciation.? Of course, they are. Especially if the

fathers are good providers of daily bread for their families

and live a good life. Years ago we used to sing a song:

W hat 's the matter with father ? He 's all right

!

What's the matter with father? His hair is white

Though I am strong for the other sex,

Father's the one who signs the checks.

What's the matter with father? He's all right!

In the Bible, stories of fathers are more numerous than

of mothers. Good fathers and bad fathers are held up as

examples or warnings. There is the old priest, EH, who
neglected to bring up his sons in the right way, and so did

Samuel.

See what King David had to suffer from his bad son,

Absolom, who raised a revolution against him. But when the

son was killed, the father cried over him in sorrow.

Jacob was good to his son, Joseph, and the boy repaid

him a hundredfold; in fact, he saved his life from starvation,

and brought him to security in a foreign land.

Christ loved to tell about fathers, and about our Heavenly
Father.

"Honor thy father and thy mother" is the commandment.
Yes, but we must aim to deserve that honor bv the o-race of

God.
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iSlews from the Churches . . .

New Pastor at Liberty Vance

The Rev. and Mrs. Lowell A. Smoot
began their mmistry at Liberty Con-

gregational Church, Vance County,

N. C, Sunday, June 3, 1956. They
come to North Carolina from. Tennes-

see, where they had a very successful

pastorate.

The Liberty Church and churches

of the community gave Mr. and Mrs.

Smoot a Avarm welcome, and an ap-

preciative hearing. Representatives

from three denominations and four

churches united in giving the new
minister and his wife a cordial re-

ception.

Mr. B. ]\L Newman of Liberty re-

cognized the visitors who were pre-

sent, and Miss Pattie Lee Coghill of

Fuller's Chapel introduced Mr. and
Mrs. Smoot. Mr. Smoot used as the

theme of his sermon, "Accomplishing

the Impossible." The message in-

A'oked an enthusiastic response from

the congregation.

Liberty Vance is a fine rural

church, with a large membership, and
an outstanding record for supporting

the entire program of the Congrega-

tional Christian Churches. The peo-

ple of the church are very happy to

have again a resident minister in

their midst.

Dr. and Mrs. W. W. Sloan of Elon

College served the Liberty Church as

supply during the period preceding

the coming of Mr. and Mrs. Smoot.

*****
Lebanon Church

The Young Adult Group of Leban-

on Congregational Christian Church
met Wednesday night. May 30, with

Miss Nancy McSherry. The presi-

dent, Mr. Maynard Wells, called the

meeting to order by requesting every-

one to repeat the class motto.

Mrs. Carlton Scott gave a most in-

teresting program on, "We Need the

Bible." Miss McSherry led the de-

votional service using Psalm 37. Min-

utes were read by the secretary, Mrs.

Connie Collie, and approved.

The group was glad to report that

the church lawn had been seeded, the

grass growing jiieely, and the walks

to the church had been laid. This

project had been completed by the

group, and all bills paid. The group
raised $115.50 toward the walks in

two weeks. Thanks were expressed

to other members of the church who
had made contributions.

The group has accepted another
project to raise $500 toAvard the

church building found before Christ-

mas, and is quite confident this goal

will be reached.

At the close of the meeting the hos-

tess served delicious refreshments

which were enjoyed by all.

The 4-H Club members of Lebanon
were in charge of the Sunday School

assembly recently and gave an excel-

lent program. It was good to see

these young people using their talents

for the work of the church. The topic

was "Faith."

Miss Carolyn Lockhart is chairman
of the 4-H Club. She conducted the

program. Mrs. Carlton Scott, teacher

of the Juniors, assisted in the pre-

paration of the program.

Mrs. Ezra Stowe, Reporter.*****
Oak Level

The Oak Level Congregational

Christian Church, Youngsville, N. C,
conducted a Service of Dedication

and held the Annual Home Coming
Sunday, June 3, 1956. Oak Level

has recently completed a building

program which added to the church

school facilities, and the entire build-

ing was redecorated.

The Rev. Elmore M. Powell, pastor

of the church, used as the theme of

his sermon :
' * Building the Church of

Our Dreams," and led the Service

of Dedication.

Lunelieon was served on the church

grounds. The history of Oak Level

Congregational Christian Church was
read at the afternoon service, and the

congregation challenged to undertake

larger things in the future.
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rJMhsiom at Home and Abroad

The Riggs Return from Vacation

Kilanjunai, P. 0.,

via Salaigramam,

Ramnad Dist., S. India,

May 15, 1956.

Dear friends of the Southern Con-

vention :

We are just down from our vaca-

tion in the hills, vphere we spent the

month of April. We feel refreshed,

and are looking forward eagerly to

the new year ahead and a fresh start

at the work here.

It seems a little strange to be read-

ing in the letters and magazines from

horae about the newly arrived spring

weather and approaching season of

graduations and vacations in Amer-
ica. Our hot season here culminates

in May instead of August, because

India's great natural air-eonditiou-

ing system, the monsoon wind, is

switched on early in June. Here in

Kilanjunai we are close to the coast

and its sea breeze, so A\'e think we
have air-conditioning all year around.

At the moment we will have to ad-

mit that its efficiency is not up to

usual standards, at least in contrast

to the San Francisco like weather of

our Kodaikanal resort we have just

come from. It was certainly impres-

sive, however, despite the heat when
we arrived back do\A'n here, to watch

the children squeal in a continuous

ecstasy of delight with their newly

rediscovered toys and playmates. (It

is also a tribute to Fran, who has

managed to make our simple iiome

such an attractive place for them that

it beats all the enticements of the

glamorous Kodai spot!)

Actually the heat here is still not

as trying as, for exabple, the moist

summer heat of Georgia where we
were two years ago. It is a dry heat

;

and it is probably the dryness itself

that worries us, rather than the

warmth. We keep thinking about all

the water we had last November, be-

fore December's flood literally wash-

ed it all away. Since then we have
had no rain at all except for two mea-
ger thunder showers, and not much
chance of any more for another four

months. After all this period of

drouth the ground is really parched,
and the tiny drinking-water reser-

voirs in each village are shrinking
away to nothing. The pond next to

our house here in Kilanjunai still has
some water in itj but the people are

not drinking it because, for some

reason, the fish that washed into it

during the flood all died suddenly,

leaving the water with a bad taste.

So the villagers are digging holes in

the sand at the edge of pond, and are

e\en using the despised well water.

What they—and we—will be doing

in another month or so, when all

these possible sources dry up or turn

brackish, is anybody's guess.

Whrit otlier changes do we have to

look forward to this year, besides the

drouth, which after all is not so very

unnsaal in this country? In our hoTise-

hold, we lost Katherine, one of our

servant girls, who was suddenly re-

conciled with her husband just be-

fore we left Kodai. We are glad for

her and her baby, of course. But we
already miss her here, the house seem-

ing strangely quiet without the sound

of her constant humming and sing-

ing at her worli. In her place we

are trying out a local widow, wliose

son is one of Louis' best friends. We
knew she was desperately poor, so

we asked her to move into our house-

hold and .sleep with our other servant

girl. But when we told her to go and

get her things, she did not move to

comply. "I don't have anything,"

was her simi:)le answer

!

We are also losing our Kilanjunai

pastor, who is being transferred. Lor-

lunately not far away. He came

here snou after we did the first time,

and we grew to have tremendous re-

spect for his indefagitable energy.

The picture of this sixty-year-old In-

dian, clerical robes flying in the wind,

t'^aring around on his cycle, shuttling

back and forth between his various

village congregations, and never rest-

ing or saying no to anybody's request

to do an errand or a favor, never

ceased to make us marvel or leave ns

a bit breathless. His replacement

has just arrived, a much younger

man, but one who is said to be much
more sedate and less energetic.

As for the prospects for the medi-

cal work, here, we do not yet have

another doctor, or a house to put him

in, or our new maternity ward, or

quarters for the village health work-

er trainees we will be getting next

winter. In India the trick is not to

hold your breath too confidently for

anything, no matter how sure it seems

to be. A worse error, of course, is to

become cynical and say that there

will be no progress. (I used to des-

pair of some of my chronic patients

ever showing any clinical improve-

ment; but being away for a month
and then taking a fresh look at them
shows how wrong I was to doubt!)

The most noticeable improvement in

the villagers around here now is tlie

tremendous government work relief

project of repair and biulding up of

the irrigation tank bunds, which has

given employment to thousands and
will help ensure that the tanks will

not lose their water again, next time

we have a rain the size of last De-

cember's.

Another bit of outside help which

caused a tremendous stir around here

was the Christian student work camp
group which stayed in our house last

month while we were away and re-

built a church in a nearby village

which had been washed away by the

flood. Of course the local congrega-

tion also contributed their voluntary

unskilled labor; but since they were
of outcast origin, everybody said that

was to be expected. But the sight of

educated college students out in the

hot sun, getting their hands dirty in

the same kind of work and for the

benefit of these same humble village

outcasts, was really an eye-opener.

The boys were up every morning at

4:30, and after prayers and break-

fast were off to work by six o'clock.

They knocked off at noon, ate, bathed

and relaxed till the cool of the late

afternoon; then had Bible study and
discussion groups, and finally moon-
light song fests. Their leadership

was entirely Indian, but one of our

missionaries stayed and shared in the

work the entire two weeks, and two

others also took time out from their

Kodai vacation and language study

to make the trip out to Kilanjunai

and visit the work camp.

And finally, speaking of volunteer

help for outcastes, we have just had
another visit from Mrs. James, the

Bible woman, who will again be a

part of the scene during this coming
year. Widow of a pastor, with child-

ren grown up or away in boarding
school, she has elected to devote the

remainder of her life to work among
the outcaste village Christians. This

means that, despite her own high-

caste background and educational ad-

vantages, she has chosen to identify

herself completely with them, living

in a mud hut in their midst and eat-

ing their same meager diet. Every
day she walks thru the hot sun to one

village after another, just to visit

with them. She usually turns up
here once a week or so, for a meal, a

(Continued on page 7.)
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Editorial . . .

Can the Church Help the AlcohoHc?
I Am an Alcoholic! is the title of an article ap-

pearing in Advance, issue of June 13, 1956. Ad-
vance, in case any of our readers do not know, is

the National magazine of the Congregational Chris-

tian Churches. The author is a clergyman whose

name is not given. "Here is the story of a clergy-

man afflicted with the loneliest illness know to

humanity—a man on his way back from 'skid row'
"

appears at the top of the page.

The article should be read by everyone who is

vitally concerned about the misfortunes of his fel-

lowmen. The problem of alcoholism has reached

alarming proportions in this country. There are

about four million alcoholics in the United States,

according to the latest estimates, and the number
is steadily increasing.

An alcoholic is a person who has completely

lost the power to resist the temptation to drink to

excess. The more he drinks the more his system

craves. His will is enfeebled to the point that no
matter how hard he tries, there is nothing that he

can do about it but to drink alcohol in whatever

form he is able to get it.

Alcoholism is now classified as a disease; but

medical science has not yet been able to determine

the cause or causes, and no medicines have been dis-

covered that will cure it. Much of the literature

which is now being written takes the position that

it is incurable. It, like tuberculosis, can only be ar-

rested. The anonymous clergyman cites the case

of a patient who did not touch alcohol for twelve

years. He took one drink and was right back where
he was when he began the struggle for sobriety.

Why do people drink alcoholic beverages.?

There are many factors involved in the answer to

that question. The first answer that comes to mind
is the idea that socially, it is the correct thing to do.

The favorite note played up in liquor advertisements

is that people of distinction drink fine liquors. Al-

coholics are the finished products of social drink-

ing.

Another reason why many people drink is that

they are seeking a way of escape from the stresses

and strain of modern life. There is no way of esti-

mating the number of people who resort to drink

because they have never learned how to live happily

with themselves or with those around them. Drink-
ing to forget their troubles they multiply them a

hundred fold.

One of the things about which the alcoholic

complains is the unutterable loneliness which en-

velops him. That is true without a doubt. It is

also true that the alcoholic is one of the most difficult

persons with whom to live that one can imagine.

As we seek to answer the question as to how
the church may help the alcoholic, we should face

the fact that the things which make him an alco-

holic make helping him exceedingly difficult. The
normal factor of the human will can no longer be

counted upon. Alcohol destroys the normal func-

tioning of both body and mind.

Alcoholics Anonymous has recognized that

fact and planned a program of approach according-

ly. Members of AA undertake to help the alcoholic

only when help is sought by the patient himself.

The church can not, we believe, render to the alco-

holic the kind of help which Alcoholics Anony-
mous is giving. Alcoholics require a specialized

type of care that neither the minister nor the average

church member has the time or the training to

give.

The church can and should be informed as to

the magnitude and seriousness of the problem. The
alcoholic feels that he is under the condemnation

of the church. He needs pity, sympathy and love.

That the church can give. "For God sent the Son
into the world, not to condem the world, but that

the world might be saved through him." The alco-

holic is the church's opportunity to mediate the love

of God to one who is already in hell.

Many of the states have taken over and admin-
ister the sale of alcoholic beverages. The state con-

trolled ABC stores are operated at a profit. Out of

these funds we should like to see provision made for

hospital care for alcoholics. This morning's news-

paper carried under Recorder's Court cases, "B . , .

E. . . , J . . . ., drunkenness, (43rd time), 30 days

on the roads, appealed, bond $200." Certainly that

sort of thing poses a problem that churches should

be concerned about.

Fifty years ago many of the churches waged a

bitter fight to outlaw the legalized sale of liquor.

State after state voted out the legalized sale of liquor.

Amid the exigencies of World War I national pro-

hibition was tried. There is no point now in going

into the details of what happened to the "Noble
Experiment."

So far as churches are concerned the inevitable

conclusion seems to be that they must adopt a dif-

ferent approach to the problem of alcoholism. Al-

coholic drinks are too easily made for the source of

supply to be dried up. The approach must be made
through the individual.

Churches and church members can do much
to change the popular notion that it is a smart thing

to drink. They can by precept, preaching and ex-

ample, lead those with whom they have contact, to

an awareness of the dangers that are involved in the

use of alcohol as a beverage.
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Youth Looks at the Church
A Sermon for Youth Sunday

By FAYE GORDON

In today's world, youth are very

conscious of trying to find themselves.

One of the best places in which to

begin our searcih for the values most
important in our lives is the Church.

God desires to claim every child

as his oAvn. The Church Avelcomes,

each new life into its fellowship.

Every baby has untold possibilities

of growth and Christian service. Par-

ents have the duty to bring up their

child in the Christian faith and the

Christian way of life. In the Church
we are in close fellowship with one

another, and with all Christians in

every land in every age who are unit-

ed around one common table in one

common faith.

Let us look first at our experience

of the Church in worship. What
greater calamity ''an fall upon a na-

tion and its people than the loss of

worship? When we go to Church

we meet God face to face—reminders

of Him are everywhere. We praise

Him with our expressions of faith

from our scripture reading, hymns,

and prayers. This is an inspiration

to each of us. Here we can forget

everything that is seen and center

our minds on His who is unseen and

eternal. If we keep the appointment

to be at Church—He will keep that

appointment too. Nothing miracu-

lous happens during the service but

when you leave you return home with

God a little more real t-o you than he

was when yon came, or than He would

have been if you had stayed home to

read the Sunday papers. We are bet-

ter, .stronger, more able to meet life

well during the coming week.

It is desirable as Ave walk through

the world of nature not to be blind

to the miracles surrounding us and

also that we not fail to acknowledge

and thank God for all that is good

and beautiful. But in prayer and

worship we need the freedom from

distraction and the opportunity for

concentration provided by a solitary

room where a man prays alone or by

the Cliureh \\'here a congregation

comes together to worship God. Here

we put emphasis upon reading the

Bible and the preaching of the gospel.

This appeals to and instructs the

minds of men as well as touching

their emotions. But we must not

think that because a sermon is poor

you have wasted ypur time. We do

not come to Church, or should not,

primarily to listen to a man but to

worship God. Worship has always

been and will always be one of the

most important things the Church

does. Youth needs this too !

Secondly, consider those ways we

become members of the Church. Each
of us has the same responsibilities in

the Church: we must keep in close

and constant touch with the Church

as a whole ; and we must do our part

in the Church, to keep it going.

Sometimes young people drift

away from the Church, because they

have lost interest momentarily, or go

away to college, or take a job in an-

other community. It is up to each

of us to keep interest in the Church
for young people as Avell as the adults.

There are many Avorthj^ ambitions

which a young person may set for his

or her life. Certainly, not least among
these is this: "I will be a good mem-
ber of the Church." To "live right"

as a Christian is to live according to

the will of God. When parents so

live that their homes are centers of

graciousness, kindness, and good will,

their children usually reflect this

spirit. They are then set free of

narrow, selfish, and anti-soeial atti-

tudes.

There are three stages in personal

relationship in showing how depend-

ence and independence go together

:

acquaintances confine their conversa-

tion to casual remarks; friends dis-

cuss deeper thoughts; intimate friends

.share inner hopes and fears. The

closer the relationship the greater the

freedom—and the greater the depend-

ence. Nowhere is this creative union

more fully expand them in the Chris-

tian life. A Christian is the freest

jierson on earth. Nothing makes us

more free than the presence in us of

God's spirit

Christian living comes from loy-

alty to God in Christ. Loyalty is

increased by Christian living. Our
Church is a human institution and
the Church of Christ, being the living

organism by which God builds the

Kingtdom of Heaven. It is the means
by which He reaches out to remake
the society of His children.

Society needs remaking. A ny com-

munity can bear witness to this if it

will. Gambling, drinking, slum con-

ditions, corrupt politics, and neglect-

ed young people are to be found in

nearly every city and hamlet. It is

up to you and me to redeem this

needy world.

The Church is that fellowship of

men and women in which God 's spirit

leads us to the conscious, eager ac-

ceptance of His will that all men
shall be united in mutual love, right-

eousness, and service.

Yes, to be a good member of the

Church we must all unite to seek ever

richer communion with God, greater

development of self, and larger op-

portunity to serve others. By every

possible means we must seek to help

people to knoAv, trust, and serve God
and one another.

This, then, is another way youth

looks at the Church—as a fellowship

of those who follow Christ, set in the

midst of a warped and twisted society

in order that men may come to know
God better, may enrich their personal

lives, and may serve others more
completelj'. Through all Churches,

God seeks to make the community
life of men pure, holy, and loving.

Deep down inside those of us who
are true Christians know that God
calls us to share in this great task of

the Church. Christian life and ac-

tion in and through the Church is the

response of our souls to the love of

God AA'hich sought and found us. So

let us be — good members of the

Church.

Now, applying this to everyday

living, how does it work 1 Every real

Christian is committed to full-time

Christian service. It is the duty of

a Christian to live by the law of love.

This attitude sliould be toward both

God and man. With all the wrong
and evil things we have done, w©
could not love God unless He had

first loved us and shown us what His

love is like in Jesus Christ. We should

practice this law of love in regard

^o ourselvor-!. Certainly a Chris-

tian's responsibility is in a concern

for himself, his health, efficiencj^ and

general welfare.

We should practice this law toward

the members of our own families.

True Christianity means ri^ht rela-

tionship at home. Sometimes it is

those nearest to us whom we treat

Avorst.

We sliouhl show our love for our

neiglibor. The parable of the Good
Samaritan clearly indicates that our

neighbor is anyone who is near and
Avhom we can help.

Naturally we would next be con-

cerned Avith our community. Any

(Continued on page 7.)
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News of Elon College
President L. B. Smith, Elon College, N. C.

(The final words of President L. E. Smith to

the class of 1956 are printed in The Chris-

tian Sun for the readers who were not pre-

sent at graduation.)

The Class of 1956

I know that the word "challenge"

is outmoded—worn threadbare in an

attempt to inspire young people to

throw their best, their all into the

fight for a richer and better world.

And yet what word in the English

language could serve better to arouse

you and inspire you. as you face the

world today? And what a world!

torn with strife, blinded by materia-

lism, deceived by superficial stand-

ards of moral goodness and lulled

into spiritual complacency by a the-

ology stripped of its eternal verities.

When you faced graduation from

high school, you faced a challenge.

When you entered college, the un-

charted seas of information, latent

in the minds of learned professors,

hidden between the lids of myriads

of books on library shelves and com-

ing from the press daily awed you.

When you came to final examinations

for graduation, you faced a severe

test. Now when you face today's

world, your world, and the responsi-

bility of changing that world.—and

changed it must be— you face a chal-

lenge—the greatest of your life, your

entire existence.

Ignorance, the greatest barrier to

human progress in its widest sense,

must be banished. Greed and graft

in individuals, communities and na-

tions must be supplanted by compas-

sion and generosity. Extreme na-

tionalism must lose itself in the true

philosophy of one world. Any nation

or a group of nations, bent on world

domination, must be deprived of the

weapons of warfare and destruction

maldns any possibility of triumph
impossible. A cold, formal, worldly
religion with only a mythical Christ

and a church with symbols and ritu-

als must be replaced with the reality

of a crucified, risen Christ and the

consciousness of the ever-presence of

the living God with power to change
men's lives and redeem a lost world.

This is your task, your mission, and
what a challenge! You can never
right the wrongs of the world by
yourself, or of yourself, but God and
you can work Avonders. In Him are

ivisdom and power, might and ma-

jesty. Hide yourself in Him and
your mission is plain

;
grace overflow-

ing for you will be sufficient to meet
any challenge in life.

Remember, the world is still wait-

ing to see what God can do with a

life that is given to Him without re-

serve. What a challenge! What a
privilege

!

L. E. Smith.*****
Apportionment Giving

Previously reported $10,245.38

Eastern N. C. Conference:
New Elam ^ 13.00

Eastern Va. Conference:
Oakland $ 78.00

N. 0. and Va. Conference:

Greensboro, First $ 56.63
Hopedale 55.00

Winston-Salem 47.00
South Boston 13.00
Hendersonville 38.00
Lynchburug 7.75

Western N. C. Conference:
Seagrove $ 7.50

Total 315.88

Grand total $10,561.26*****
Burlington Foundation Donates
$15,000 to Elon College Fund
The Burlington Foundation of

Burlington Industries presented to

Elon College yesterday the first of

three s*o,000 cheeks to be applied to

the expansion program of the college.

Additional checks for $5,000 were
pledged for 1957 and 1958 to com-
plete a gift of $15,000 for the college.

Yesterday's gift was designated for

use in furnishing Virginia Hall,

Elon's new dormitory for girls.

The gift was presented to President
Leon E. Smith by a committee which
included John Harden of Greensboro,
vice president in charge of public re-

lations for Burlington Industries; J.

Hinton Rountree of Greensboro, head
of the office of administration for the
company; and John A. Boland, Jr.,

of Burlington, manager of the Burl-
ington Industries' Decorative Fab-
rics Division.

Acting as spokesman for Burling-
ton Industries, Harden declared that

"Burlington Industries is happy to

take part in the development program
of Elon College. We are aware of

the vital contribution which the col^

lege makes to our own people in Ala-
mance Coiinty in particular and of
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its contribution to the state and to

higher education in general. We are

also proud of the place of leadership

which a number of our Burlington

Industries people occupy in the con-

tinued progress of the college." ii

This gift from Burlington Indus- i

tries is applied toward completion of
'

a gigantic two and one-half million

dollar fund-raising campaign, which

was launched by Elon College in 1946

to finance its expansion program. This

amount was to be raised over a period

of 10 vears, concluding in December
of 1956.

Reporting today upon the progress

of that great campaign. Dr. Leon E.

Smith stated that to date $1,850,000

has been secured in cash and pledges.

This amount does not include a re-

cent pledge of $125,700 from the Ford
Foundation, nor does it include con-

ditional pledges made by the church

and by the trustees of the college

that total $450,000. Neither does it

include unsigned pledges that amount

to $50,000 to $60,000.

At the recent session of the South-

ern Convention of Congregational

Christian Churches, it was voted to
(

extend the time to complete the cam- i

paign until December 31, 1957, and

to add a minimum of $500,000 to the ;

amount to be secured, maldng a total

of $3 million. The convention also
|

authorized the administration of the i

college and the executive committee I

of the board of trastees to employ a

fund-raising agency to complete the

campaign and to raise the additional

$500,000 and more if necessary.
;

In announcing yesterday's gift

from the Burlington Industries, Pre- i

sident Smith stated that "yesterday
;

morning at 10 o'clock, three repre-

sentatives of Burlington Industries,

John Harden, J. Hinton Rountree
\

and John A. Boland, Jr., came to the

campus for a personal inspection of

our new buildings now in process of

construction. Standing in front of

the McEwen Memorial Dining Hall,

Mr. Rountree handed me a check for

$5,000 from Burlington Industries

Foundation as a contribution to Elon

College with the assurance that the

Burlington Industries would contri-

bute to Elon College additional gifts

of $5,00 each in 1957 and 1958. The

donation was without restrictions, but

the donors expressed the hope that it

might be used to pay for furnishings

in Virginia Hall, a dormitory for

girls. This is a most welcome con-

tribution, and the purpose for which i

it is given is commendable indeed."

"In making this contribution, the

(C§ntinued ori page 15.)
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Young People Conduct Service

On Sunday, June 3 the regular

morning -worship service was conduct-

ed in its entirety by the young peo-

ple of the Suffolk Christian Church,

in observance of Youth Sunday.

Miss Marie Everett, retiring presi-

dent of the Senior Youth Fellowship

presided, gave the invocation and ben-

ediction and led the responsive read-

ing. The morning prayer Avas read

by Miss Patricia Jones and Mr.

Duane Jubenville read the Scripture

lesson from the Sermon on the Mount.

Music for the service was provided

by the Youth Choir, composed of some

35 members of the Junior Depart-

ment of the Church School. The of-

fertory solo, "Bless This House,"

was sung by JNIiss Martha Joyner,

soparno. The climax of the service

was an address entitled
'

' Youth Looks

at the Church," delivered by Miss

Faye Gordon, outstanding youth lead-

er in the Sulfolk Christian Church

and newly elected President of the

Southern Convention Pilgrim I'ellow-

ship. With a representation from

each of the departments of the Church

School, Primary, Junior, Junior High
and Senior High, together with the

parents of these young people, made
an exceedingly large congregation for

this service.

Ushers were: Steve Johnson, Mel-

ton Dailey, Jimmy Caulk, Tommy
Murphy, Shepherd Speight, Billy

Felt on, Beverly Burton, Bobby Sp-

eight.

Miss Faye Gordon's address ap-

pears on page five of this issue.

*****
Ministerial Students and Religious

Education Majors

Three of our Southern Convention
Ministerial students graduated from
seminary this June, or will graduate

at the end of the summer from Duke
Divinity School—G. Julius Rice, pas-

tor of the Shallow Well Church, San-

ford, N. C. ; Max Vestal, postor of

Pleasant Ridge and Spoon's Chapel
Churches, Ramseiir, N. C. ; Madison
Beverly Currin, Jr., Burlington, N.

C.

A Warren Matthews, of Greens-

boro, N. C. and a graduate of Elon
College, who graduated from Hart-
ford Seminary a year ago, spent the

current school year in graduate study
at Harvard yniver§ity, as winner of
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the William Thompson Fellowship

and the Bennett Tyler prize of Hart-

ford SemJnary. He plans to study

abroad next year.

Ministerial students groduating at

Elon College on May 28th were : John
P. Littiken, pastor of the Hines'

Chapel Church, McLeansville, N. C,
and William Curtis Young, of Dur-
ham. These two young men expect

to enter Duke Divinity School this

fall. Miss Margaret Johnston of our

Tryon Church, graduated from Elon

as a Religious Education major. Our
heartiest congratulations to these

young people

!

Garland B. Bennett, pastor of our

Zion Church, near Burlington, and

a Junior at Elon, received the IMon-

roe award at Elon, as the most im-

proved student during the year.

We have a goodly number of min-

isterial students studying at Elon,

though Ave should have a larger num-
ber entering the Freshman Class in

the fall of 1956. The following stu-

dents are enrolled in seminary : Duke
Divinity School, Rosser Lee Clapp,

Pastor of the Auburn and Garner

Churches; Thomas W. Madren, Pas-

tor of the Amelia and Plymouth

Churches; Bill Simmons, Pastor of

our Hank's Chapel Church. At TJn-

ion Seminary, Richmond, James W.
Madren, Pastor of our HopeAvell

Church, is a student. At Union Sem-

inary, New York, are enrolled John

G. Truitt, Jr., and J. Wright Wil-

liamson. At McCormick Seminary,

Gilbert Marsh, formerly of Chapel

Hill, is a student. Mrs, George A.

Roberston, Jr. of Hopewell, Va , is a

rising senior in Religious Education

at the Assembly Training School.

Richmond.
W. T. Scott.

A Church Member and a Tither

for Twenty Years

I Avas converted at Pleasant Ridge

Christian Church, near Ramseur, N.

C, in October, 1936, and joined that

church It has been almost twenty

years ago since I joined the Pleasant

Ridge Church and started setting

aside a tenth of my income. I Avas

convinced then as now that if I were

going to do my best as a Christian,

it would mean that I Avould need to

return unto God a tenth of the money
Hft permitted me to earn, I can
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truthfully say that tithing has been
a wonderful experience for me.

I realize that if I and many others

like me were to give our total income
to the church and other charitable

organizations, it would only be a drop
in the bucket compared to what is

needed in the world today. How-
ever, I feel that if all people in our
churches would practice tithing our
money troubles would be over and
our churches could do a much better

job of helping to build God's King-
dom here on earth. We as Christians

AA'ould also have the consolation of

knowing that we were giving our
fair share to make our churches and
our lives more effectiA'e.

I recommend the practice of tith-

ing as an enriching experience for the

tither and as a very effective and
practical way of financing the work
of the Kingdom.

Hubert Beane.

(Hubert Beane is a member of our

Asheboro Church and Chairman of

the Committee on StcAvardship in the

Western North Carolina Conference.)

THE RIGGS
(Continued from page 3.)

chance to cuddle our children, and
to stock up on Bible pictures to pass

out to her illiterate friends, Avhose

only chance to knoAV the Bible is thru

these pictures. Perhaps she is not

the statnre of a Gandhi or Vinoba
Bhave. But lives are being changed
in the villages around here, because

of her.

Best wishes

—

El> RiGGS.

YOUTH LOOKS AT THE CHURCH
(Continued from page 5.)

needy area is a city's life should be

our concern.

What should be our next concern,

but for our nation?—to take serious-

ly the responsibility of citizenship.

Last, but not least, is our attitude

toAvard the whole world—for us to

Avork for missions and world peace.

I have said that young people to-

day have great need of finding them-

selves. Through worship, in being

good members of the Church, and in

applying our faith in our everyday

life, we can begin to move in the

right direction. Perhaps all that I

haA'c said may be summed up in these

Avords, from a hymn loved by yonng
people everywhere

:

Lord, we are able— our spirits are thine

Remold them—make us like Thee Divine

Thy guiding radiance above us shall

Be a beacon to God—to love and loyalty.

Youth at Work in the Church
Rev. John S. Graa-es, Editor, Box 336, Elon College, N. C.
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Church Women at Work
With Emphasis on Missions

Mrs. J. H. Booth, Jr., Editor

143 "Winchester Drive, Hampton, Va

Attention, Women Attending

General Council!

There Avill be a "pre-session" for

Avomen at the General Council on

Tuesday, June 19. The gession will

begin at 1 :30 in the afternoon and
will be held at the First Central Con-

greg-ational Church, the host chiirch

for the General Council.

Sue Bark, our national president,

says about this session: "These pre-

session meetings will afford hundreds

of our Congregational Christian Wo-
men an excellent and unusual oppor-

tunity to meet and ihear from our

Executive Secretary, our national of-

ficers and committee chairmen. The

programs are designed to answer the

question women are asking about our

areas of work. Woman's Gift and
Friendly Service."

There will be a six o'clock banquet

at the Blackstone Hotel (across the

street from the host church), where

the evening session will also be held.

Tickets for the dinner are $2.50 and

requests for same, accompanied by

cheek, should be sent to Mrs. Howard
J. Piatt, 309 S. 57th St., Omaha 3,

Nebraska, right away.

These sessions are open to all wo-

men attending the General Council,

whether Avomen's society officers or

not, whether delegates to the Council

or not. So, if you are a woman at-

tending the General Council, consider

getting there a part of a day early so

you can attend these special sessions

Emily C. Les-j-er. for Avomen.

* * * * *

lone Catton WiU Present Bible Study

and Conduct Class on Program

Planning at School of

Missions

"The vision and ministry of the

Avhole Christian felloAvship will rise

no higher than the vision and the

ministry of the local church. Every
smallest felloAvship, therefore, must
solemly face its obligations and op-

portunity and must join the o]iward

march of the Christian World Mis-

sion," says Miss Tone Catton, D. R.

E. of Chicago, Illinois, Secretary of

Program in Missionary Education of

the Congregational Christian Church,

Avho Avill present the Bible Study ma-
terial for next year at the School of

Missions to be held at Elon College,

Elon College, N. C, July 10-13, 1956.

Miss Catton has Avritten a course

of study and the necessary helps to

the "Sermon on the Mount," Avhieh

will be studied hy the National Fel-

lowship of Congregational Christian

MISS lONE CATTON
member of Missions Council of Congrega-
tional Christian Churches, who will have
prominent part in School of Missions at

Elon College, July 10-13.

Women as Avell as by the Women of

Evangelical and Reformed churches.

We are happ,y to report that Miss

Catton will also conduct the Program
Planning class Avhich Avill be held in

the afternoon sessions during the

School of Missions.

Miss Catton is well qualified as she

Avas educated at the University of

Wisconsin, Boston University (M.A.'i

and Columbia University. She holds

an honoraiy degree of Doctor of Re-

ligious Education from Olivet Col-

lege, Olivet, Michigan.

With a rich and variedj background
of experience as a high school teach-

er, settlement house director, state

director of religious education, and
minister of religious education in the

local church, she is noAV a member
of the Missions Council of Congre-
gational Christian Churches and
Avorks with conferences and cliurehes

in building programs in the field of

missionary education. She is also

doing a great deal of counselling and
directing of Avorkshops and teaching

in Institutes and Schools of Missions.

lone Catton has no middle name,

but if she had it might well be
'

' En-

thusiasm" for she throAvs herself

heart and soul into the job at hand
and her thirst for information and

ability to impart it to others is pro-

digious.

* * * * *

Open House at Parsonage

in Warwick

The Women's Fellowship of the

Congregational Christian Chui'ch in

Warwick sponsored the Open House

held in the parsonage on Sunday,

May 27, from 3 to- 5 p. m. This date

marked the second anniversary of the

first church service held in the Deer

Park School in connection Avith the

establishing of the AVarAviek Church.

During the two years 129 membersi

liave joined the church and there are

157 enrolled in the Church School.

The church has had a full time pastor

since the first of September, the Rev-

erend A. Larson Granger, former pas-

tor of the First Congregational Chris-

tian Church of NcAvport News, whO'

organized the WarAvick Church. Six

lots have been purchased for the

building site of the church, and plans

have been draAvn up and approved

for the church plant. It is hoped

that the construction of the first unit

Avill be started soon.

The pastor aud his family moved

into the parsonage in January. This

is a five room English brick veneer

liome Avith automatic Avashing ma-

chine, electric range, and ice box in-

stalled.

During the Open House many
friends of the NcAA'port News Church

called as Avell as mem.bers and friends

of the Warwick Church.

A color scheme of green and yelloAv

Avas carried out by the committee on

arrangements. The table Avas most

attractive Avith its yelloAV cloth fring-

ed in white, its silver candelabra with

green candles, silver trays of cake

cut in dainty diamonds, iced in green

and yelloAv, large punch boAvl of lime

sherbert punch and dishes of mints

and nuts.

The committee was composed of

Mrs. A. L. Granger who weclomed

guests; Mrs. J. 0. Saunders, AA'ho was;

in charge of decorations; Mrs. A. T.

Jarvis, Mrs. Marvin Sherrill, Avho

poured; Mrs. E. L. Scott, in charge

of cake ; Miss IMary Lou Booth, Miss

Comiie Ward, who served the guests

;

and Mrs. Edith Bluvome, Mrs. George

I. Serig, Mrs. John E. Kasperek, and

Mrs. J. H, Booth, AA^o served in the

kitchen.
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Sunday School Lesson
By Rev. H. S. Hardcastle, D. D.

The Continuing Mission of the

Church

Lesson XII—June 24, 1956

Memory Selection: Ge ye therefore,

and teach aM nations, baptizing

them in the name of the Father,

and the Son, and the Holy Ghost;

teaching them, to observe all things

lohatsoever I have commanded you:

and lo, I am- with yon always, even

unto the end of the world. Amen.

Matt. 28:19-20.

Background Scripture: Aetvs 27-28.

Devotional Reading : Psalm 67.

The Curtain. Falls.

We come to the closing act and

scene in the play, "The Life of

Paul. '

' It has been a story of thrill-

packed action and drama. This man
had traveled thousands of miles,

preached hundreds of sermons, vrrote

many books, healed many people, es-

tablished many churches, converted

many people, made many friends and

perhaps just as many enemies, suffer-

ed persecution and hardship, and had

many breath-taking experiences in-

cluding several shipwrecks—he tells

us about one in Acts 27

—

andj finally

had come to Rome. And there the

final chapter is Avritten, so far as the

biblcal record is concerned, and the

curtain falls on the scene with t/he

man now grown old, a prisoner in

"protective custody." To be sure

Paul lived several years after the in-

cidents recorded in today's lesson,

but Luke tells us nothing al)out these

years. Lulve had set out to show how
the gospel, beginning at Jerusalem,

had gone first into Judjea, and then

Samaria, and then to the uttermost

part of the earth. Having done that,

he stops. We wish he had given us

the story of the last years of Paul.

But he did not, and that is that.

The Last Scene.

The last scene is laid in Rome. For

a long time Paul had cherished the

hope of visiting Rome. And he rea-

lized his hope—he came to Rome.

But not as he had hoped and planned.

For when, at long last he came to^

Rome, he came as a prisoner in chains.

And he remained in chains, a pris-

oner, for the two years he was in

Rome! It looked like a cruel stroke

of fate. Many a man of lesser stature

Avould have rebelled at the irony and

tlie semming futility of the situation.

But ]iot Paul. If he could not preach

and teach as a free man, he would

preach and teach as a prisoner. If

he could not get out and preach to

people, he could preach to the people

who came to liim. Paul never ovev-

looked a chance to speak to others

about Christ. Thus it was that he

spoke even to the soldiers who were

chained to him throughout his long

imprisonment, undoubtedly Avinning

many of them to Chi-ist, and through

them reaching as he says in one of

liis letters, even tho.se of Caesar's

household. God's servant can be

bound but God's Word cannot be

bound. It is to be kept in mind, too,

that several, perhaps at least four of

Paul's letters Avere Avritten Avhile he

Avas a prisoner in Rome. In some

Avays, the period of Paul's imprison-

ment, as the most fruitful years of

his life. He was not the last man to

use an imprisonment for the advance-

ment of the Kingdom, John Bunj^an,

Martin Luther, and Martin Nienoel-

ler being others of a kind.

The Lost Chance.

Paul Avas a tactful, considerate,

sympathetic, fair-minded man. The

first thing he did Avhen he arrived in

Rome Avas to call the leading Jcavs of

the city together for a conference. He
Avanted to avoid doing anything that

Avould embarass these leaders, or any-

thing that might invoke the A\Tath of

Rome upon them. Furthermore h*^

Avanted to get the facts from them,

and to give them the facts, concern-

ing his case. They had not lieard

from the JeAvs at Jerusalem, and
knew nothing about the charges

against him. They did tell him that

"everyAvhere this sect is spoken

against." Evidently Christianity Avas

not very popular in Rome. But they

professed an interest in the move-

ment, and arranged a day on Avhich

Paul Avas to speak to them. They
put in a full day—"he expounded

and testified the Kingdom of God,

persuading them concerning Jesus,

both out of the laAV of IMoses, and

out of tlie prophets, from morning
till evening."

As usual, there Avas division among
the hearers. Some of the Jcavs be-

licA'ed, but many of them believed not.

Paul was not surprised, but he Avas

disappointed. His heart's desire AA'as
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that Israel might be saved. But Is-

rael had to receive the Word and ac-

cept Christ as the ]\Iessiah. And he

plainly told the unbelie\ang JeAvs

that "the salvation of God is sent un-

to the Gentiles, and that they Avill

hear it." From henceforth the good

neAvs Avonld be preached primarily

to the Gentiles.

A Prison for a Pulpit

"And Paul dAvelt tAA-o Avhole years

in his oAvn hired house, and received

all that came unto him, preaching

the kingdom of God, and teaching

those things Avhich concern the Lord
Jesus Christ, Avith all confidence, no
man forbidding him." Word soon

got around about this strange felloAv,

Avho talked to the soldiers to Avhom
he was chained, one after the other

as the guard was changed. Many of

these soldiers undoubtedly found the

secret of the joy and peace of Christ

as Savior, and they told others. An.d

Avord got around outside the circle

of the prison guard. It got out into

the city, and folks came from day to

day to hear this man preach and
teach. What a man, / Avhat a man .'

Getting old, in prison, and in prison

on illegal grounds, this A^aliant soul

kept the fire burning AAdtjhin him, and
by contagion waxmed the hearts of

others. If only somehoAV Ave modern
ministers and teachers could catch

something of his passion for the souls!

of men and the coming of the King-

dom of God.

The Unfinished TasJc.

The tAventy-eighth chapter of the

Acts of the Apostles marks the end

of the Biblical account of the spread

of the gospel, beginning at Jerusalem,

and going to Rome. But there Avere

still unAvritten and unfinished tasks.

The missionary enterprise Avas to go

on through Europe, to England, then

to America, ajid in turn to go again

into the East and the isles of the sea.

And the chapters are still being Avrit-

ten and to be Avritten. There is a

need for mi.ssions today as great as

ever. From Paul's hands the torch

fell into the hands of others who in

turn passed it on to others and to

others and to us. It is up to us to

pass it on to others, until the king-

doms of this Avorld are to becoriie tlie

kingdoms of our Lord and of his

Christ.

Based on "Inteniational Sunday School

Lessons;" copyrighted 1956 by Division of

Qiristian Education, National Council of the

Churches in the U. S. A.
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The Christian Orphanage
John G. Truitt, Superintendent

Dear Friends

:

You could not all be present for

the service of the Lord's Supper con-

ducted recently in the Holt Memorial

Chapel, by our pastor, the Rev. W. J.

Andes. IIow I vpish you could have

been there! Mr. Andes had met the

children at the orphanage several

times giving them instructions in

what it means to be a Christian, and

wihat it means to be a church member.

This particular series of lessons cul-

minated in the service of the Lord's

Supper in our chapel. Every minute

detail of it had been explained before

the actiial order of worship began.

There was quiet music, a call to

worship, and an appropriate hymn,

followed by a brief prayer, and a well

prepared talk on the meaning and

purpose of the service. The children

Avere impressed and quiet as were we

all. Then there was the special hymn.

I was asked to come forward and as-

sist in the service. I cannot believe

anyone present will ever forget the

impressiveness of that service.

The children had been seated so

every other pew was empty. This

arrangement was made in order that

the 'deacons'—four of the older boys

—might serve each child individually

so that there would have to be no

passing of the emblems from one to

the other. Everything moved with

utmost percision and the Spirit mov-

ed upon our hearts.

At the closing of the benediction

the children moved out—back pews

first—in quiet and reverence. Both

groAvn-ups and children had truly

worshiped. The service was brief

but beautiful and inspiring.

We are looking forward to the

third Sunday in June when the Holt

Memorial Chapel will be dedicated,

at 3 :00' 0 'clock in the afternoon. We
hope many friends of these children

from all over our Convention Avill

make this an occasion to visit the or-

phanage and share in the services of

the afternoon.

The report this week is good and

very much appreciated. We have

been doing fine so far this golden

anniversary year. We hope our

cliurches and friends Avill see to it

that we do not run behind during

the summer. It is during the summer
months that the monthly contribu-

tions mean so much to us,

Our children are well and happy
and they send their greetings to you

who are helping them to have a good

chance in life.

John 6. Truitt, Supt.

* * *

REPORT FOR JUNE 6, 1956.

Sunday School Monthly Offerings.

Amount brought forward $ 8,776.82

Eastern N. C. Conference:

Mt. Auburn S. S $ 5.76

Pope's Chapel 18.00

23.76

Eastern Va. Conference:

Bethlehem (N.), S. S. ...$41.65

Liberty Spring S. S 10.00

Rosemont 151.00

Windsor S. S 10.00

212.65

N. C. and Va. Conference:

Apple's Chapel $ 8.00

Eeidsville S. S 66.00

74.00

Virginia Valley Conference:

Mt. Olivet (G.), S. S. ...$15.00

Palmyra S. S 15.00

Timber Eidge S. S 66.60

Winchester S. S 10.00

106.60

Total $ 417.01

Grand total $ 9,193.83

Special Offerings.

Amount brought forward $15,306.78

Chester H. Eoth Co., Inc.

(dividend) $35.83
Jr. Baraca Class, Holy
Neck Chutch 5.65

New Hope Christian Ch.,

Roanoke, Ala 5.00

Mr. & Mrs. D. M. McLel-
land, Elon College, N.
C 10.00

Wachovia Bank & Trust

Co. (dividend) 45.00

June 14, 1956

Mary Sue Brittle S. S.

Class, Bethlehem (N.) 5.00

A Friend 10.00

In Memory of Milton

Daniel 5.00

In Memory of W. E. Gray 5.00

In Memory of W. E. Gray 10.00

In Memory of George W.
Sehreiner 5.00

Special Gifts 354.08

495.56

Grand total $15,802.34

Total for the week $ 912.57

Total for the year $24,996.17

"By the Children Instead of

For the Children"

Children's Day was celebrated yes-

terday by the First Congregational

Christian Church of Richmond in

rather a unique manner. The Child-

ren's Division of the Sunday School

had full charge of the Devotions'

Program at a United Service at Avhich

all departments of the Sunday School

assembled. Each Department, even

to the Nurserj', had a part in the De-

votions' Service. A newly organized

children's orchestra, of six pieces,

was introduced for the first time and
played two splendid numbers—The
adult orchestra taking a vacation for

the day.

At the morning Worship Service,

in the Sanctuary, following the Sun-

day School period, the pastor, Dr.

Roy C. Helfenstein, spoke on the sub-

ject,—"The Child in Our Midst,"

taking for his text Genesis 43 :8,-

—

'

'And Judah said to his father Jacob,—'Send the lad with us, .... I will

be surety for him; of my hand shalt

thou require him ; and if I bring him
not unto thee and set him before thee,

(Continued on page 15.)

MEMORIAL GIFTS
"Instead of Flowers"

Dr. |ohn G. Truitt

Christian Orphanage

Elon College, N. C.

Dear Dr. Truitt:

Please acknowledge the enclosed % as a memorial gih

sent to the Christian Orphanage in lieu of flowers in memory of:

(Nameof Deceated) (City) (Date of DeaOi)

( Survivor to be Written ) ( Addresa

)

Name

Address
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Joint Vacation Bible School

United Church and First Congre-

gational Church of Raleigh have im-

plemented the Southern Convention's

wish to foster closer relations with

the Convention of the South on the

local level by conducting a joint Va-

cation Bible School for the second

year.

One hundred and ten children were

enrolled, about half from each racial

group. A significant number of the

children were from families in the

community not identified with either

church, who wished the inter-racial

experience for their children.

The theme chosen was a missions

Study of Asia. Students or travel-

lers from Asian countries visited the

school each day.

The school was a combination study

and day camp experience for six full

days, June 4 through 9. ]\Iornings

were spent at the church in class ses-

sions, followed by a hot lunch.

For the afternoons, children were

taken to the country day camp of a

church member for swimming, crafts,

nature study, sports, and a closing

worship period. Mrs, Jean Libeau

of United Church was director of the

school.

"BY THE CHILDREN"
(Continued from page 10.)

then let me bear the blame forever'."

The pastor stated that the text ex-

presses the unavoidable responsibility

shared by the Home, the School, the

Church and Society at large toward

childhood and youth.

The Junior Choir, of more than

25 splendid voices, under the direc-

tion of Mrs. Virginia Dofflemyer, sang

two beautiful anthems as the Special

Music for the service, thus giving the

Adult Choir a holiday.

Another Children's Day feature of

the Morning Worship Service was the

Christening of a little girl from one

of the church homes during the pre-

i
liminary part of the service.

I

And following the sermon, the pas-

I tor baptized by immersion in the

i
Church baptistry two boys and three

;
girls of the Intermediate Department

of the Sunday School. Earlier in the

day, the pastor baptized a boy from

the Senior Department of the Sunday
School by sprinkling at a private

service. Thus, the basic teaching of

Christian denomination on the ques-

tion of candidates for baptism having

the privilege of deciding which mode
of baptism shall be administered, was

put into definite practice at the same

service.

Beginning the third Sunday in

June, and continuing until the sec-

ond Sixnday in September this church

will, again this year as was done last

year, have a Unified Service each

Sunday morning, — Sundaj^ School

for the Children's Division, meeting

in the Educational Building from 10

a. m. to 11 a. m., and public worship

service in the Sanctuary at the same

hour.

Public worship will begin each

Sunday at 10 a. m. Guest speakers

from Union Seminary will bring the

sermon each Sunday during the sum-

mer vacation. The service will close

within the hour. There will be no

11 o'clock service during the summer.

The coiigregation at a recent called

meeting voted unanimously in favor

of this plan which proved so popular

last summer.
Mrs. Blanche Cofer.

ELON COLLEGE
(Continued from page 6.)

resources of a great industrial organi-

zation and the wholesome influence

of the personnel of that company was

put back of Elon College and its cam-

paign. Elon College is an institu-

tion of higher learning which has for

its program and purpose the deve-

lopment of Christian character

through the orderly process of Chris-

tian higher education. The college

stands for intellectual thoroughness

in higher education, but at the same
time it recognizes the futility of train-

ing the mind and leaving it to be

guided by a faithless and wicked

heart."

"I want to assure Burlington In-

dustries that they have made a con-

tribution to an institution that stands

for the best in education, liberal and
scientific, saturated with the belief

in and obedience to Him whose we are

and Whom we serve.

"Representing Elon College, the

Board of Trustees, the faculty, the

students and patrons, I wish to ex-

press to Dr. Spencer Love, the found-

er and head of a most unusual in-

dustry, and to the entire personnel

of that organization our great appre-

ciation for this magnificent gift. I

wish also to assure them of Elon Col-

lege's faithful cooperation in their

constant efforts to improve the lives

and living conditions of our people.

May God continue to bless and pros-

per this great company in all its ef-

forts and undertakings that are in

keeping with its high principles and
noble purposes."

(Reprint from the Burlington Times-

News of June 8, 1956)

Historical Society of the Southern Convention
The Historical Society of the South- copies of the very valuable book,

ern Convention was officially recog- "Lives of Christian Ministers," P.

nized at the recent session of the J. Kernodle (1909). A free copy con-

Southern Convention. It will be its taining 408 pages will be given to all

purpose to preserve the shrines of the charter members of the Historical

Congregational Christian Churches in Society. If you would like to receive

our area, gather historical material, one of these books and become a char-

and maintain the Church History ter member of the Historical Society

Room at Elon College. Charter mem- fill out the membership card as shown
bership in the Historical Society is below and mail it to the Southern

$5, and the names of all charter mem- Convention Office, Elon College, N.

bers "will be preserved in the Church C, along with your check for $5. The
History Room. Through the gene- charter membership list will close

rosity of Mr. John T. Kernodle we July 1st.

have received a limited number of Wm. T. Scott.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY

of The Southern Convention of Congregational Christian Churches

ELON COLLEGE, NORTH CAROLINA
With gratitude for thn faith of our Fathers, a heritage of great price freely given

to us; with faith in the solid achievements yet to come tlirough the Church and its

wide and varied interests, I gladly become a member of the HISTORICAL SOCIETY
of the Southern Convention, that the Christian faith and deeds of the past, present,

and future may be preserved as a witness to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

Name

Addr<S3

Local Church

"/ saw and beheld a great multitude which no man could number."—^Rev. 7:9:
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Rev. J. W. Wellons ''Uncle Wellons'' 1826-1927

REV. J. W. WELLONS

Rev. J. W. Wellons, D. D., a grand

and good old man of the Christian

Church and faith, quietly and sere-

nely passed into the spirit realm at

10 :45 A. M., Friday, June 10th, 1927.

He was one of the most unusual per-

sonalities of the Southern Convention

history. At the time of his going, he

had spent on earth one hundred and
one years, five months, and ten days.

There was seemingly no disease or

ailment of any part of his body that

carried him away. The infirmities

of age gradually sapped his strength,

and his vital powers slowly, but stead-

ily and calmly became exhausted, and

he went triumphantly to his eternal

rest.

Born in Sussex County, Virginia,

January 1, 1826, and having in his

eleventh year given liis heart to God,

he gave the strength and energy of

his long life to the service of his Lord.

For three-quarters of a century, he

preached the Word to thousands who
were helped and blessed by his life

and messages. He joined Barrett's

Christian Church shortly after he ac-

cepted Christ as his Savior, and in

the year 1854, he joined the North

Carolina and Virginia Conference as

a candidate for the Christian minis-

try. He wa.s ordained in 1856 at

Hank's Chapel, Chatham County,

North Carolina, and for many years

served that and other churches in

that section. Following the Civil

War, at the reqquest of Negro mem-
bers of the Christian Church, " Uncle

Wellons" assisted in the organiza-

tion of Christian Churches, Confer-

ences, and the Afro-Christian Con-

vention. He assisted in the establish-

ment of Franklinton Christian Col-

lege, and he was an honored and
trusted friend and counselor of the

Negro Christians. He lived for many
years at Franklinton, Nortli Caro-

lina, and served in that vicinity, later

moving to Durham, where he labored

as pastor of the Church in that city.

With the closing of his pastorate at

Durham, he came to Elon College to

live, where he was a favorite of stu-

dents, faculty, and the community.
According to his records, he had seen

as a result of his labors more than

7,000 profess faith in Christ, and
these were won to his Savior not be-

cause his sermons were eloquent, but

because his life was eloquent and he

spoke always in terms of the Christ

whom he preached and whom he

lived.

Uncle Wellons, in a sense, never

grew old. He was optimistic under
all circumstances and progressive un-

der all conditions. He served Elon
College as a trustee from its found-

ing until the day of his death, and
he loved the College as he loved the

Church, and contributed to its wel-

fare and growth through all its years

by his wise counsel, his singleness of

devotion, and his constant and earn-

est prayers. On the day he celebrat-

ed his one hundredth anniversary,

he preached in the Elon College Chap-
el to a great audience a sermon that

was most remarkable in its prepara-

tion, delivery and power. It is given

to few men to live as long as Uncle

Wellons lived and few in the South-

ern Convention have been so much
beloved, so highly esteemed, and so

widely known.

At his funeral, held at the Elo]i

College Church, President W. A. Har-

per read his funeral oration, prepar-

ed by Uncle Wellons himself in his

ninety-third year. It was a funeral

oration which challenged comparison

with such famous utterances as that

of Mark Anthony over Caesar's dead

body and addiiig to its excellence

was the faith and certainity of the

"home going" of Uncle Wellons. It

will be rememberd that Uncle Wel-

lons was the younger brother of Dr.

W. B. Wellons, distinguished minis-

ter, first president of the Convention,

and Editor of The Christian Sun
for many years.
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New Parsonage for Eutaw Community Church

This comiiKJilious parsonage wIiicJi has recently been completed 'w the

Eutaw Community Church of Fayetteville, North Carolina, is located at

1910 Lyon Road. There are seven rooms, two baths and full basement. We
congratulate Rev. Carl Wallace and his family upon their nice new home.
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N'E-W'S B-R'I'E'F'S

The Rev. and Mrs. William A.

Grissom of Windsor, Virginia, an-

nounce the birth of a daughter,

Judith Kay, born May 30, 1956.

Congratulations to the Grissoms.

Dr. Gains Glenn Atkins, 88, died at

Bethlehem, Pa., April 5. 1956. Dr.

Atkins was an outstanding Congre-

gational preacher, teacher and writer.

For fourteen years he wrote the an-

nual Fellowship of Prayer, used by

so many churches of the Southern

Convention during the Lenten sea-

son. His beautiful Christian spirit

is reflected in his writings. Among
them Avas The Spirit of Congrega-

tionalism which The Christian Sun
carried on its back page recently.

In a personal letter to the Manag-

ing Editor Rev. Millard Stevens asks

that we "please run a little note in

The S'un stating that Mrs. Stevens is

doing very well in her recovery from

the May 10 heart attack." He says

that she is still in the hospital, but

expects to be able to come home some-

time this week. Pie adds: "We have

received so many cards and letters

from the Southern Convention area

that I cannot begin to answer them,

but we de appreciate all of them as

well as several bunches of fl.owers

which have come from Norfolli."

Dr. Hoskins Becomes Minister

of the General Council

Rev. Fred Hoskins, minister of the

First Congregational Church, Oak

Park, Illinois, was elected Minister

of the General Council of the Congre-

gational Christian Churches at the

opening session of the General Coun-

cil on Wednesday of this week.

Dr. Hoskins was nominated last

February to his new post in which

lie succeeds Rev. Dr. Douglas Horton,

Dean of Harvard University Divinity

School. Dr. Hoskins has been minis-

ter of the Oak Park church since

1950. Prior to that he served as pas-

tor of Plymouth Congregational

Church, Des Moines, Iowa, United

Congregational Church, Bridgeport,

Connecticut, and Central Christian

Church, Jacksonville, Illinois. He is

a graduate of Illinois College and
Yale University Divinity School.

Dr. Hoskins, in his new post, will

be responsible for carrying out any

plans for union voted by the 1,200

delegates to the General Council.

Pastor Resignes to Become Editor

Dr. F. C. Lester has tendered his

resignation as pastor of Congrega-

tional Christian Church, Asheboro,

N. C, in order to assume the editor-

ship of The Christian Sun, the 112

year-old weekly newspaper of the

Southern Congregational Christian

Church.

Although Dr. Lester will become

editor of the denominational paper

on July 1 he will continue his pas-

DR. F. C. LESTER

torate here until Aug-ust 31. His

successor will be selected by the dea-

cons and deaconesses of the local

church.

In addition to his editorial duties.

Dr. Lester also will serve as curator

of the Church History Room at Elon

College and as historian of the South-

ern Convention.

Dr. Lester announced that he will

(Continued on page 15.)
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The Christian Sun
Established 1844 by Rev. Daniel W. Kerr

A Keligious Weekly for the Home, devoted
to the interest of the Kingdom as represent-

ed by the Congregational Christian Churehea.

Our Principles

1. The Lord Jesus Christ is the only Head
of the Cliurch.

2. Christian is a sufficient name for the
Cliureh.

3. Tlie Bible is a sufficient rule of faith

and practice.

4. Christian character is a sufScient test

of fellowship and church membership.
5. Tlie right of private judgement and

liberty of conscience is a privilege that
sliould be accorded to and exercised by all.
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Editor S. C. Harrell
Managing Editor J. T. Kernodle
Departmental Editors—Convention, Wm. T.

Scott; Laymen's Fellowship, J. E. Dan-
ieley; vVomaii's Work, Mrs. J. H. Booth,
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School Lesson, H. S. Hardcastle.

Board of Publications—W. W. Snyder, Chair-
man; S. T. Holland, Secretary; Clyde W.
Fields, S. E. Madren, K. D. Eegister, W.
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John G. Truitt.
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Subscriptions should be sent to The Chris-
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Oakland Avenue, Durham, N. C, not later
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the proper departmental editor, at the ad-

dress shown on their page.

Business communications, emergency no-
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Laymen and the Church . . .

I E. Danieley, Editor, Box 515, Elon College, N. C

Impressions of Moonelon

My first impression of Moonelon

came two years ago, in 1954, when

Johnny Graves took me on a short

tour of the grounds acquired, in 1951

by the Southern Convention through

the graeiousness and foresight of the

W. W. Sellers family. As I remem-

ber the scene at that time, there were

only the farm house, the smaller cab-

in, the lake, the swimming pool,

twenty acres of trees and brush and

rocks—and unlimited possibilities.

Now, two years later, it is good to

see that some of the possibilities are

being realized. The tour today in-

eludes a visit to the large dining

hall with its great stone fireplace and

adequate space for many different

kinds of indoor recreational activi-

ties. The visitor will also want to see

the living quarters, laid out in "mo-

tel" style with lots of sleeping space

and modern toilet and bath facilities.

Some of the trees and brush have

been cleared aAvay to provide for a

ball field and a volley ball court.

(Gravel has been spread on the roads

.and paths; physical improvements

are visible on every side.

Certainly there is still miich to be

done iu the way of providing adequate

physieal facilities. The swimming

pool needs some attention; a lot of

work is necessary to make the lake

the kind of lovely setting it ought to

be ; more buildings are needed. But

these things, and more, will be ac-

complished in good time, as more and

more people catch a glimpse of the

possibilitits at Moonelon. xis long as

there are concerned young people like

the ones who last year, in Avork camp

sessions, gave their time and effort in

a labor of love to clear cut brush, and

create a lovely vesper spot; as long

as the lay people and the ministers of

the Southern Convention are willing

to give their time and talents and

treasure to the building of a Confer-

Ed. Note: The Rev. Robert A. Knowles,

who is spending a week at Moonelon as a

teacher, counselor and recreational leader of

our Senior High Camp, is secretary of Junior

High work of oiu- National Division of

Christian Education with headquarters in

Boston, Mass. Mr. Knowles is a native of

Massachusetts and has married one of our

"southern bells," the former Miss Helen Cobb
of Burlington, N. C. They have two children;

Debbie, 4, and David, 2. The young people

are enjoying very much this week the fellow-

ship witlr Mr. Knowles.

enet Center which will serve all peo-

ple, the necessary work will be done.

The physical impression of Moone-

lon is one that can be grasped by

anyone who takes a few minutes to

pay a visit and look around, but there

is much more about Moonelon that

impresses this writer. However, to

gain this deeper impression, one must

do more than just visit ; he must live

at ]Moonelon for a number of daj^s in

the company and fellowship of others

who are seeking to understand the

implications of the Cliristian faith

and to apply them, in a vital dynamic

way, to the everyday situations of

life. The physical facilities are justi-

fied and made worthwhile only as

they exist to further the possibilities

NOTICE!

The Cliristian Sun for June

28, 1956 will be pubUshed. The
issue of July 5 will be omitted.

This change is made by the

Board of Publications because

of changes in connection with

the printing. All annoimce-

ments and other matter which

should be included before July

12, should be mailed at once.

of creative Christian work and play

and worship and study : and it is my
impression, after several days of liv-

ing at Moonelon, that these things do

happen and will continue to happen.

Each individual takes something to

Moonelon out of his past experience,

and each receives something there

which enriches and strengthens his

life for the years ahead.

Bob EInowles.

Payment Due On Moonelon

Dear Fellow Laymen:

The next payment on Moonelon is

due July 1, 1956, and there is on

hand only about four hundred dol-

lars so far. This small amount should

be a challenge to the Laymen's groups

of the Southern Convention. This

is the third payment and it could be

the first payment that the Laymen
have made entirely by themselves.

We have not been able to make a

complete payment without temporary

borrowing at each of the first two

payments
Your Finance Committee has pi'e-

pared a quota system at your instruc-

tion. It is based on interest, willing-

ness and ability and it represents

amounts that do not constitute a bur-

den on any one group. It takes time

to publicize a quota system and this

one could not be put into operation

in time to meet our July payment.

However, all payments made now
will credit to the quota to be pre-

sented to your group. Some of the

churches have promised to advance

money towards the July payment and
the quota, but their help alone will

not be enough. Your help in yOur

church is needed before June 30.

This is the third payment! It

could be the first that the Laymen
have done alone—and it could be the

first that we have failed to meet—the

answer is in the hands of each and
every Layman

!

Russell V. Powell,
Chairman.

The Mystery and Miracle

of Tithing

We consider ourselves typical of

the many couples of our church who
have learned the mystery and miracle

as well as the pleasure of tithing.

The pleasure comes in the knowledge

that we are obeying the command-
ment of Jesus in returning to God
one-tenth of all that comes into the

slorehouse. The mystery is the man-
ner in which all who try the practice

of the tithe thereafter become rever-

ent and sincere in their testimony of

it, persuading others to "give it a

try.
'

'

The miracle, of course, is the mer-

cenary viewpoint ; in giving one-tenth

of all that God so graciously bestows,

we find our budget makes better and
more successful use of the nine-tenths

left for our own. We were fortunate

to learn this lesson at an early age;

now, after many years of the practice

of tithing, we no longer consider it

"giving" one-tenth to God's King-

dom, but returnuig to Him a share

of what He has "given" to us.

Mr. and Mrs. J. L. Lassitek, Jr.,

First Cong. Crisiian Church,

Henderson, N. C.

1946—A manufacturer in Tusca-

loosa, Alabama, places a $10 bill in

an envelope and sends it to CARE
with a note :

'

' Please use enclosed

money for food for any family you
desire." He repeats this every day
for the next six years.
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Editorial . . .

Christian Education for Adults
Every church in the Southern Convention, if it

has a semblance of hfe, has a Sunday school. Some
of them are excellent, some only fair, and some are

doing a very inadequate job. All of them could

be strengthened and improved.

The adult department in the average church

school gets the least thoughtful study and probably

offers the greatest possibility of improvement of any

department in the church school. Why this is the

case raises some interesting questions. It the pre-

sent program the best that is possible.? Have those

w^ho are responsible for the church school concluded

that the adults knovv^ what is best for them.? Or,

have they concluded that the adults had best be

left alone, lest they become disgruntled and quit?

Most adult classes use the International Sunday

School lessons. They have used them for years.

Many Sunday school addicts would probably feel

that to suggest a change would be sacrilegious. The
International Sunday School lessons have served a

useful purpose in the development of the church

school. The question is, do they constitute an ade-

cjuate program for training adults to live a Chris-

tian life in this modern age.?

Many adult church school classes have become
a sort of social club under religious auspices. The
teacher has become a lecturer who uses the assigned

lesson for the day as his theme. In all too many
cases class preparation is done exclusively by the

teacher; and not always by him. Teachers have
been heard to begin by saying they have not had
time to study the lesson, and then proceed with a
general discussion of a personal "pet subject."

The tragedy of modern Protestantism is that

so many church members are spiritually illiterate.

The Bible is a closed book so far as they are individ-

ually concerned. They know about the Ten Com-
mandments, the Sermon on the Mount, and the

Golden Rule. Beyond that their knowledge is limit-

ed to vague generalities. They have never been
grounded in the basic doctrines of the Christian
faith.

The absolute authority of the scriptures was
one of the fundamental points of the Reformation,
and has always been so recognized by Protestantism.
It is the only authority recognized as final by Con-
gregational Christian churches. Therefore, if the
individual does not know the teachings of the Bible,

he has no guide by which to live. This places a

responsibility, both upon the individual member
and upon the churches, which cannot be ignored.

The Congregational Christian Churches have

never formulated a creed nor set up doctrinal stand-

ards as requirements for church membership. That
does not mean that our church schools should ig-

nore the creeds. They offer an excellent approach

to the problem of providing more adequate Chris-

tian education for adults.

The Apostle's Creed is the earliest and one of

the best known that has come down to us. The
early church faced the task of teaching Christianity

to masses of people who knew nothing about it.

Many of those taugh could not read, and manu-
scripts were not available to those who could read.

The Apostle's Creed is a comprehensive statement

of the basic teachings of the gospel in the most con-

cise form. It can readily be committed to memory.
A thorough study of the Apostle's Creed could in-

troduce an adult class to the wide field of Christian

doctrine.

A good church member ought to have some
general knowledge of church history. Many church
members spend their entire lives in the church which
they joined in their youth. They may assume that

all churches are more or less like the one with which
they are so well acquainted. Many do not know
the history of the denomination of which they are

a part.

The Congregational Christian Churches are do-

ing their most inspiring work outside the communi-
ties in which the churches are located. Our Chris-

tian World Mission is the designation of this larger

work. The women of our churches are much bet-

ter informed about this work than the men. Why
not plan for a quarter of the church school year to

be devoted to our Christian World Mission by the

adult classes?

Congregational Christian Churches are pioneers

in the field of Christian Social Action. Many of

our churches have a committee on Social Action;

but as yet very little has been done on the local level.

Our church membership needs to be informed of

the responsibility for and the possibilities of the good
which can be accomplished in the social and politi-

cal realm. There is no better place in which to be-

gin than the adult department of our church schools.

This editorial can only suggest that there are

untried possibilities in the field of Christian educa-

tion for adults. Certainly those who are responsible

for the program of the church school should give

the matter serious consideration as the program for

the coming year is being planned.
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ISlews from the Churches . . .

Dedication at Damascus

The annual Homec-oniing Day will

be observed at Damascus Congrega-

tional Christian Church, Orange Co.,

N. C, July 8. The dedication of the

recently completed Sunday school ad-

dition to the church will be the main

feature of the morning service. The

Rev. J. E. McCauley will bring the

dedicatory address. The Rev. 0. D.

Poythress dedicatory solo, and the

Rev. Leary Poythress the dedicatory

prayer. Damascus feels proud to

claim these three men as its boys who
have gone out and proclaimed God's

Word through the years. Our pas-

tor the Re^.^ E. M. Powell will also

have a part in the morning service.

Lunch will be served at the noon,

hour and every one is cordially invit-

ed to come and share the great day of

fellowship.

The afternoon service Avill feature

special music and short talks from

former pastors.

The follo-wiug is a list of former

pastors dating back to 1920. The

list is in order of their service.

The Revs: B. J. Howard, John Car-

den*, Cxuy H. Veasey, Carl Brady,

B. J. Howard-'*, W. J. Andes, R. T.

Grissom, W. A. Grissom, E. M. Car

ler, R. G. Ritchie, G. C. Crutchfield,

J. R. Hailey, Wm. Rich, and E. M.

Powell.

The Rev. J. E. McCauley will be

the evangelist the following week for

the annual revival.

# *- * e- *

The Rev. Harvey L. Carnes to

Go to Chapel Hill

The Rev. Harvey L. Carnes has

accepted the pastorate of the United

Congregational Christian Church of

Chapel Hill, North Carolina. Mr.

Carnes has been pastor of Franklin

and Johnson's Grove Churches of the

Eastern Virginia Conference since

April 1, 1953. He will move to

Chapel Hill August 1st.

Mr. Carnes is a native of Kentucky.

He was graduated from Asbury Col-

lege in 1945 and received the B. D.

Degree from Asbury Theological

Seminary in 1948. Before coming to

Franklin, Va., he held pastorates in

Massachusetts and Florida.

Since coming to the Southern Con-

vention, Mr. Carnes has been active

*Decease(l.

**Served tlie church twice.

in the general work of the Conven-

tion, serving as program chairman

of the Eastern Virginia Ministers'

Association and is a member of the

Convention Mission Board. He has

also been active in community serv-

ice.

Mrs. Carnes is a native of North
Carolina, Miss Rebecca Bingham of

Greensboro, before their marriage in

1946. They have three children : De-

borah Deane, 6
;
Harvey Larabee, Jr.,

3 ; and Emily Lois, 2.

REV. HARVEY L. CARNES

]\Irs. Carnes specalized in church

music and high school choral Avork.

She sang in the choir and directed

three children's choirs in the Frank-

lin church.

Mr. and Mrs. Carnes will have a

splendid opportunity to work with

students in Chapel Hill. The Congre-

gational Christian and Evangelical

and Reformed Fellowship of the Uni-

versity meets in the United Church.

The Elon College Community
Church Welcomes Visitors

During the summer many of our

church people visit Elon College, The
Christian Orphanage at Elon College,

and Moonelon Summer Conference

grounds, one-half mile from Elon

College, and the offices of the South-

ern Convention in the Library Build-

ing of Elon College. The Elon Col-

lege Community Church also would
Avelcome you to its services any time

that you can be present.

Services of worship are held each

Sunday at 11 a. m., in Whitley Audi-
torium on the Elon College Campus.

The writer will be in the pulpit most
of the summer, except for a few-

weeks of vacation. When he is away
other ministers will be present to

lead the service. In this great audi-

torium, the Community Church choir

will be bringing outstanding church

music under the direction of Mrs. T.

H. Machintosh and with Prof. Wayne
Moore at the organ.

Each Sunday there will be a Child-

ren's Message by the minister or

some children's worker. The hj^mns

of the church that have uplifted man-
kind for centuries will be sung. In

case, you have pre-sc.hool children,

they may be made happy in the Parish

House, located at the corner of Hag-
gard and Williamson Sts. or near the

stopJight at the College.

Sunday school is held each Sunday
morning at 10 o'clock. Stop at the

Parish House and someone there will

be glad to show you to the proper

classroom. Of course, some of the

classrooms are located'on the 3rd floor

of Mooney Building on the College

campus, but the person at the Parish

House will be glad to take you there.

If you are in Elon College about

6 ]>. m. on Sunday evening, you will

find the Senior High young people

gathering at the Parish House and

then the Junior Pligh young people

will gather at 7 p. m.

If you are around during the week,

the writer will be found in "The

Pastor's Office" in Mooney Building,

2nd floor, or at the parsonage next

door to the Parish House.

Last week, the Elon College Com-

munity Church had its Vacation

Church school, enrolling over 130 chil-

dren. Last Sunday was Children's

Day. The children's program in the

Parish House at 10 a. ni., packed in

some 240 people and the worship serv-

ice in Whitley Auditorium at 11

o'clock had approximately the same

number.

The Elon College Community

Chureli will be liere when you come

this way. Worship with us and share

with us your Christian fellowship.

W. J. Andes, Minister.

1952—In Iowa, in a town so small

that it does not appear even on good-

sized maps, a 10-year-old boy, doomed

by cancer, reads about the plight

of children in war-stricken South

Korea, takes $10 accumulated from

small gifts people have given him and

asks his father to order CARE food

for "Korean kids." (It is almost the

last act of his life—he dies a week

later.)
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Youth at Work in the Church
Rev. John S. Graves, Editor, Box 336, Elon College, N. C.

Young People of Oakland and

Berea Churches Display Out-

sranding Ability

Woodrow Wilson High School is

the central High School of the city

of Portsmouth and of the surround-

ing area. It has an enrollment of

over fifteen hundred students. Berea

Congregational Christian Church of

Driver is a small church of about 200

members. And yet from this small

rural church there has come the vale-

dictorian of the class of '56, Geo-

rge W. Cornell, and the president-

elect of the Student Council for 56-

57, Lad Daniels. The church feels

honored that these two fine young

men, members of the Sunday school,

the Youth Fellowship, and the church

have won these personal honors, in

a large city school.

George is the son of Mr. and Mrs.

George M. Cornell, faithful and fruit-

ful members of the Church. His

average for the high school course

was 97.4. He is also a member of the

Ecrivon Society, a fellowship of crea-

tive writers ; is president of the Pan-

American Club ; and the winner of

a DuPont Honor Scholarship, award-

ed on the basis of scholarship and

character. He has served for several

years on the Board of Ushers of the

church, and has taken an active part

in the Youth Fellowship. He is a

young man of exceptional ability and
of great promise, and of Christian

character.

"Lad" is the son of Mr. and Mrs.

Lowery Daniels, also fine members
of Berea. He has made an excellent

record of Scouting, having won both

the rank of Eagle Scout, and the God
and Country Award. He has also

served as president of the Order of

the Arrow, a high ranking Scout or-

ganization. He has been elected presi-

dent of the Student Council of Wil-

son High for the year 56-57. Lad
is president of the Hi-Y Club, and is

also delegate to Boy's State, which
will be held at V. P. I. this summer.

He is a member of the varsity base-

ball team at Wilson. Like George,

he is a faithful and useful member of

the Berea Church and a fine Chris-

tian young man.

As if this were not enough to make
glad the heart of a pastor, young
people from the Oakland Church have

also won honors as members of this

year's graduating class from Chucka-

tuck High School. Prank Staylor, a

member of the Church and of the

Youth Fellowship, is the valedictor-

ian of the Class of '56, and Barbara

Underwood, likewise a member of the

Church and the Youth Fellowship is

salutatorian of the same class. Frank,

who is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Willie

Staylor of Chuckatuck has not only

made a high average during his high

school career, but he has taken an

active part in athletics and extra-cur-

ricular activities. He is planning to

enter V. P. I. in the fall to take

courses leading to a degree in Aero-

nautical Engineering. Those who
Imow Frank feel sure that with his

character and his ability, he will give

a good account of himself in the days

to come.

Barbara Underwood, or "Bobby"
as she is called, is the daughter of

Mr. and Mrs. M. M. Underwood, who
like Mr. and Mrs. Staylor, are faith-

ful members of Oakland. She is salu-

tatorian of the class, missing being

the valedictorian by the barest mar-
gin. Like Frank, in addition to main-

taining a very high grade through-

out her scholastic career, she has tak-

en part in many extra-curricular ac-

tivities in the school. She has been
awarded letters as cheer leader and
as a member of the basketball team,

and she has taken part in many school

activities. Bobby has been especilly

active and fniitful in Youth Fellow-

ship. She plans to enter the Obici

School of Nursing in the fall. With
her fine personality and her conse-

created spirit, she will make a splen-

did nurse indeed.

In addition to the young folks from
Oakland mentioned above, the fol-

lowing young people from our church
will also graduate with the Class of
'56

: Celia Rae Wagner, Angle Ann
Eley, Doris Evelyn Coleman, Alex-
andria Winslow, Jean Estill and
Mary Jane Russell. This is a group
of fine young people, of character and
ability, aU of whom have been regular
attendants of Sunday school, and
members of Youth Fellowship, as well
as members of the church. The church
is proud of them, and wishes them
good luck and godspeed in their
careers in the years to come.

In addition to these young people
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who are members of the Graduating

Class, Joseph Snead from Berea is

also a member.*****
National Pilgrim Fellowship Visitor

at Moonelon Camps
James F. Morrison, of Stockton,

California, will be the National P. F.

Visitor at our camps at Moonelon,

July 22-Angust 10. He was born in

Grinnell, Iowa and lived in Iowa un-

til he was ten years old and then

moved to Stockton, California.

Jim is an Alfred P. Sloan Scholar-

ship student in his Freshman year at

Stanford University, Cal. He is

majoring in History and Internation-

al Relations. He has served as a

state leader of Pilgrim Fellowship as

well as the editor of the state confer-

ence Pilgrim Fellowship paper. He
has been a delegate to the Pomona
and Yale National Councils of Pil-

grim Fellowship. He is presently a

regional representative of National

Pilgrim FelloAvship. In fulfilling

this responsibility he shared in the

program planning for the coming Na-

tional Council at Doane College,

Crete, Nebraska, June 28 to July 5.

He has also, as regional representa-

tive, had the responsibility of sharing

national plans and programs for his

region and has fulfilled this responsi-

bility with real skill.

Jim's hobbies are: reading, book

colleeling, stamp and coin collecting,

psychological, sociological, and po-

litical (especially in the field of In-

ternational Relations) research, writ-

ing, and speaking.

Last summer he spent two weeks

on a slum. stu.dy tour of New York,

Boston, Chicago and Washington, D.

C. He has served as a counselor in

summer camps, worked on road crews,

was secretary of the San Joaquin

Connty Safety Council, and Deputy

Assessor for the City of Stockton.

Delegates to National Council

The delegates from the Southern

Convention to the National Council

of Pilgrim Fellowship, Doane College,

Crete, Nel)raska, June 28 to July 5

are : Miss Faye Gordon, Suffolk, Va.,

president of the Southern Conven-

tion P. F. ; Miss Carolyn Overby,

Hunterdale, Frauldin. Va., president

of the Eastern Virginia P. F. ; Mr.

Louis Wilkins, Elon College, N. C.

and Lennig, Va., president of the

N. C. and Va. P. F. ; A. C. Penny,

Clayton, N. C. action chairman for

Eastern North Carolina and the

Southern Convention P. F. ; Billy

(Cont;inue4 Qu page 14.)
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News of Elon College
President L. E. Smith, Elon Collesre, N. C.

Student Awards at Elon College

A number of awards in the form

of tuition and work scholarships are

given to students when they enter

Elon College. The students' high

school records, scholastic and other-

wise, together with their needs, must

justify such awards. Awards at the

end of the college year are becoming

more usual at Elon College. For in-

stance, the Student Legislature es-

tablished cash awards based primarily

on scholastic achievements. These

awards range from $10 to $25 to each

student meeting conditions. Awards

are limited to two individuals in the

bracket.

The Monroe Awards. Mr. W. L.

Monroe, an alumnus of the college,

of Atlanta, Georgia, forwards the col-

lege each year $100 in cash, $50 to be

awarded to that young lady and $50

to that young man enrolled in Elon

College who, in the judgement of the

faculty, has made the greatest ad-

vancement along all lines of any stu-

dents enrolled in Elon College. These

in reality, are personality awards and

are open to any student—freshman,

sophomore, junior or senior. No

student selected is supposed to know

anything about it until the awards

are presented as a part of the com-

mencement program on graduation

day. The fortunate young lady this

year was Miss Joyce Sophronia Peri-y

of Siler City, North Carolina, a young

lady with poise, dignity and promise

a.s a student. She will be a senior

next year. Reverend Garland Bax-

ter Bennett was the fortunate young

man. Mr. Bennett is from Greens

boro, North Carolina, and will be a

member of the senior class next year.

He is pastor of Zion Church, a new
organization out from Burlington.

Mr. Monroe is to be congratulated

on this expressed interest in Elon

College and encouraging development

of students on the campus along all

lines.

The S'hackley Award. Dr. George

Hiram Shackley of St. Petersburg,

Florida, was awarded the honorary

degree of Dr. of Music at commence-

ment. Dr. Shackley was so impressed

with the commencement program,

particularly the performances of the

Elon College singers and t]ie grade

of work that is being done in E|ou

College's Music Department, that he

is establishing two awards of $50

each, tlie winners to be announced at

commencement. These awards are to

be given, first, to the student making
the jnost marked improvement in pia-

no and second, the the student mak-

ing the most marked improvement in

organ. These awards, I am sure, will

stimulate scholarship in these two

departments in our curriculum.

Again, we express appreciation to

the Student Legislature, to Mr. Mon-
roe and to Dr. Shackley for these

awards aimed at the improvement of

scholarship and the development of

personality of students enrolled in

Elon College.*****
Elon Summer School

Since 1933, Elon College has been

conducting a year-around program of

education for students seeking to earn

credits for graduation. The summer
school began in a very small way.

That is, witli a small enrollment and

a limited faculty. When summer
school was begun at the college, the

regular college year was operated on

the semester system. For a number
of years, and at present, the school

is operated on the quarter system

—

four quarters in each college year.

Enrollment in the summer quarter

has kept pace proportionately with

enrollment in the regular college

period. Summer school started out

with fewer than one huudred stu-

dents. The enrollment has increased

to four hundred and fifty-six for the

current session. This is approxi-

mately one hundred more than were

enrolled in the summer of 1955. Af-

ter all, four hundred and fifty-six is

a very excellent student body. In

fact, when summer school was first

launched, we did not have an enroll-

ment of four hundred students in the

regular session. A faculty for sum-

mer school has necessarily increased

in keeping with student enrollment.

In conducting a year-around cur-

riculum, Elon College feels that it is

not only affording its students an op-

portunity for continuous study mak-

ing graduation possible in three years

instead of four, but that it is using its

physical plant and facilities }uore

nearly to its fullest extent. Then,

too, it affords faculty member.^ who

care an opportunity to work continu-

ously, which means greater financial

income for them year after year.

As enrollment increases, more in-

structional facilities will be needed.

Plans are already in the makmg to

use our facilities not only during the

morning and evening hours, but dur-

ing afternoon periods. Industrialists

have learned to serve more people and

to earn greater income by using their

facilities around the clock. The same

thing is true with the physical plant

and instructional facilities in a col-

lege. Money invested in educational

insiitutions should be made to earn

as investments do in manufacturing

or commercial enterprises.

Elon College appreciates the co-

operation of the trustees, faculty and

patrons in its ever-widening program

of instruction for young men a: id

young woment seeking to prepare

themselves for happier and more pro-

(Ir.L-tive living.*****
Apportionment Giving

Year after year the continuous sup-

port of our college by our church de-

monstrates the wisdom of the appor-

tionment plan for the support of

Convention causes and church insti-

tutions. For years and years, this

plan for the support of Elon Colltge

has been in operation. The local

church feels a pride in meeting the

askings of the Convention through

the conferences. To fail to pay con-

ference apportionments means that

somewhere along the lines the local

church has failed to measure up to

the expectations of the Convention,

which is really our local churches in

co-operation through our Convention.

It is interesting to note the number
of churches that send in contributions

each week. It sometimes happens

that only two conferences are repre-

sented in the total giving for the sup-

port of the colltge. This particular

report includes a church, or churches,

in all five conferences. These contri-

butions total $466.60, which is very

good for the first month of summer.

The custom of apportioning to each

local church is, in the judgment of

the Apportionment Committee, its

share in the support of our college.

It is interesting as well as helpful.

It offers to every church the judg-

ment of the constituted committee as

to what is should give for the support

of its college. Then, too, in addition

to providing the church with the

amount it should give, it outlines for

that church how it may secure funds

(Continued on page 10,)
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Church Women at Work
With Emphasis on Missions

Mrs. J. H. Booth, Jr., Editor

143 Winchester Drive, Hampton, Va.

Bishop Rodriguez, Outstanding

Philippine Leader to Speak at

School of Missions

Dr. Prociilo Arreza Rodriguez of

Dumaguete, Philippine Islands, one

of the outstanding Protestant lead-

ers of his land, a bishop of the United

Church of Christ in the Philippines,

and a Christian educator, will speak

at the School of Missions at Elon Col-

lege, July 10 to 13, 1956. He will

present the foreign mission theme,

"Southeast Asia."

Dr. Piodriguez, who is a member of

the faculty of the College of Theology

at Sillman University in Dumaguete,

liis alma mater, is a versatile inter-

preter of the Gospel. Not only has

he done highly successful work as a

rural pastor and later as superinten-

dent of three conferences, but at the

seminary he trains yoiing Filipino

pastors for the same type of service.

A leader in literacy and transla-

tion work, in rural cooperatives and

in church supervision, Dr. Rodrigues,

as a bishop of the United Church, ex-

ercises much the same supervision of

churches and carries on much the

same responsibilities as a Congrega-

tional Christian state superintendent.

His territory is on Mindanao, one

of the largest of the islands with an

area of 36,537 square miles. This is

still frontier country, very fertile,

and since the close of World War II

it has been called the
'

' Bread Basket"

of the Philippines. Into this island

come thousands of homesteaders flood-

ing in from the north and finding

hope for the future for themselves

and their families as they farm the

ney.' land. Among these are hund-

reds of the once Communist IIuk

families established by the govern-

ment under the program set up by

President Magsaysay.

Starting out in a small country

chuT-ch for which he gave up the posi-

tion of secretary of tlie Sunday
School Union of the Philippines, Dr.

Rodriguez was soon asked to be a

field worker among new cliurches on

Mindanao. His deep interest in the

rural areas resulted in the establish-

ment of Consumers' Cooperatives and
a Farmers' Institute at Bolingsong,

which has now become a high school.

A man of cliarm, modesty and deep

convictions, Dr. Rodriguez through

the years has traveled widely in his

work visiting small pioneer churches

and bringing much needed encourage-

ment to lonely Filipino pastors.

Because of his character and abili-

ty he was made a delegate from the

Philippines to the Jerusalem meeting

of the International IMissionary Coun-

cil in 1928 and to the Madras meeting

in 1938. In 1939 he came to America
as a member of an International

Seminar set up by the General Coan-

BISHOP PROCULO A. RODRIGUEZ

cil of Congregational Christian

Churches. This brought together

picked Christian leaders from India,

China, Japan, Celyon, the Philippines

and other lands.

Dr. Rodriguez -was born in Surigas.

His parents died when he was a

small boy and an uncle helped him to

finish intei-mediate and high school.

Then he Avorked his way tlirough col-

lege and seminary. In 1951 his alma

mater, Sillman University, conferred

on him the degree of doctor of divini-

iy, the first such degree given by the

university.

Besides being graduated from the

Silliman University and Union Theo-

logical Seminary in Manila, Dr. Rod-
riguez has done graduate Avork at

Yale University and Drew Theologi-

cal Seminary.

A key to his life may Avell be sum-
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med up in the reply that Dr. Rod-

riguez gave twenty years ago when he

was asked for a biographical sketch.

He said, "My life is not important

enough to write about, I have only a

sense of gratitude to God, a sense of

great need and a clear call."

*****
Thursday, July 12, to Be Get

Acquainted Day at School

of Missions

Thursday Avill be Get-Acquainted

Day at the school of Missions with

the Evangelical and Reformed Avomen

as our guests. They are invited to all

sessions of the school but particularly

to be Avith us on Thursday, when Miss

Susie Allen Avill be hostess.

At the evening session the Rev. L.

A. Carpenter of the Burlington Evan-

gelical and Reformed Church Avill

bring the message and will assist Dr.

Henry E. Robinson of the First Con-

gregational Christian Church of Burl-

ington at the Communion service.

They represent two ministers working

vside by side in the community.

*****
Attention Minister's Wives!!

It has been suggested by the presi-

dent of the Southern Convention Wo-
men's FelloAvship that a retreat for

minister's wives be held at Moonelon,

July 17 thru 19. Total cost of stay

at Moonlon only $5.00!

This is a real bargain even though

the sAvimmng pool cannot be used at

this time. The fact that the pool has

to be drained accounts for the fact

that here is one week this summer

Avhen Moonelon is not being used. If

you are interested in the Minister's

Wives Retreat please let Mrs. Lester

]fnow. *****
North Carolina Spring Rallies

Highly Successful

The six spring rallies of the North

Carolina Women's Fellowhip, held

April 9-16, were highly successful

and Avell attended, having a total re-

gistration of over 521 present and of-

erings received for missions in Ceylon

of $206.59.

Registration for the Raleigh-Hen-

derson Distrct Rally at Henderson,

First Church was 110 and ofBering,

$44.76, Avith 19 societies represented.

Present at that rally Avas Mrs. W. B.

Cope, fraternal E. and R. delegate

of Raleigh, N. C, Avho brought greet-

ings from her denomination.

Registration at tht Sandford Dis-

trict Rally at Turner's Chapel was 75,
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and the offering was $22.70. There

were 10 societies represented.

Registration at the Asheboro Dis-

trict at Pleasant Grove, X. C, Church

was 72 and offering $19.21. Thirteen

societies were represented and the E.

and R. denomination was represented

by Mrs. Lawrence Leonard of Ashe-

boro as fraternal delegate.

There were 85 present at the

Burlington District Rally at Mt. Zion

Church, and the offering amounted
to $40.19. Fifteen societies were re-

presented.

One hundred were present at the

Greensboro District Rally held at

New Lebanon Church, and the of-

fering was $46.58. Sixteen societies

were represented.

Registration at the Halifax District

Rally at Pleasant Gro-\'e, Virginia,

Church was 79 with all nine societies

in the District represented. Offering

amounted to $33.15.

The Rally Planning Committee,

which began work in November, was
compo.sed of Mrs. R. M. Cline, Chair-

man, Mrs. J. C. Newell, and Mrs. R.

L. Jackson. Efforts were made this

j ear to utilize as many women as pos-

sible in the day's program in an ef-

fort to develop better leadership

among the women.

The thanks of the N. C. women go

out in deep gratitude to Miss Susie

Allen, who attended five rallies, guid-

ing the "caravan" of speakers and
resource leaders, handling literature

orders, bringing greetings, serving as

resource person for the afternoou

discussion group "How Should We
Study the Bible?" and helping in

every way possible. Thanks aho go

to Mrs. Julius Rice, who served as

resource person at five rallies for the

discussion group, "What Makes a

P''ami]y Christian?" Leaving two
cliildreu and a critically ill father at

home to render this service.

Rev. Fred Register attended all

six rallies, giving valuable guidance

in the group, "Is it Your Money?"
as did Miss Lucy Clark, featured

speaker on "Christ at Work in Cey-
lon.

'

'

Ably serving as resource persons

on "What Makes a Family Cliris-

tian?" and "How We Should Study
the Bible" at the Halifax Rally were
Mrs. D. W. Shepherd, Mrs. Frank
Tuck, and the Rev. Carl Key.

The seven district superintendents

gave yeoman service in publicity,

preparation, and execution of the

program. An interesting feature of

each rally Avas a district map pre^

pared by the superintendent showing

the locations of organized and poten-

tial societies.

« * * # *

Fran Riggs Writes

May 15, 1956.

Dear Friends

:

Yesterday Kilanjunai enjoyed a

day of real excitement. The nurse

in our hospital Avas having a house

dedication for her newly built home.

They always invite to these occasions

huae crowds of people, whom they

feed. There must have been at least

two hundred at the nurse's home.

All of the invited guests are sup-

posed to bring gifts, and each gift is

duly recorded in a book. Then Avhen

the donor has a Avedding, funeral, or

house Avarmincr. the people he gave a

certain amount to are supposed to

give exactly the same amount back.

They have so many celebrations and
oecasions that they have to keep care-

ful records. If you Avere to flaunt

this system you Avould make enemies

universally. It's a banking system

AA'hich is terrible and insidious. If

you give a person a large sum, that

makes that person indebted to you

till he has in some Avay returned the

gift. As my servants said, there is

no love involved. But it is a Avay of

paying for the neAvly built house or

tlie Avedding or Avhatever it is. Of
course Avhen we give, Ave are complete-

ly outside the system. They knoAv Ave

Avon't be expecting anything from

them.

In all such Indian celebrations in

the cities they have a huge loudspeak-

er that goes day and night, filling the

air Avith a terrific roar of native

music. In this ca.se, they Avere very

nice, and turned if off during eating

and sleeping hours. Avhieh we certain-

ly ajipreciated. The loudspeakers are

turned iip to the volume of a football

loudspeaker, so that everyone can

hear. If you happen to live npxt to

a celebration, you can hardly talk.

This part of Indian life, by the A\ay,

is less understood by Americans liv-

ing here than almost any other phase.

People Avho aviU eat Indian food,

sleep Indian fashion, and try to ab-

sorb the rest of Indian life, rebel at

the loudspeakers and turn in bitter

complaints to the police. Usually Ave

are spared these irritations because

Ave have no electricity here. It is

only the fairly Avell-to-do that can

hire a battery loudspeaker for the

occasion.

As a substitute course of music, Ave

have a record player here in the

]iou.<;e, and I have been buying Indian

music for th-^ local children. Thpy

Jo have .some really singable tunes.

It reminds me a lot of American jazz,

Avith lots of simple rhythm, and sim-

pL- mekdies repeated over and over.

They make beautiful drums, that have

loAv and lovely tones.

I am having a tree house made for

the children. It looks like a high

tree, and I hope I won't be sorry.

Tree houses can be lots of fun tho'.

Cordially yours,

Fran Riggs.

Christian Rural Overseas Program

The North Carolina Office of the

Christian Rural Overseas Program

has received renewal of its operating

license for 1956. The annoiuicement

came from the office of Dr. Ellen

Winston, State Superintendent of

Public Welfare, Raleigh, under Avhose

.supervision CROP is permitted to op-

erate each year. A^ operating licc-

ense is granted after a careful survey

is made of the use of commodities

and funds received in past years and

of tlie intended use in 1956. This

applies both to the state program and

the national program as administered

through Church World Service, par-

ent agency of CROP.
North Carolina CROP, now en-

gaged in its eight commoclity cam-

paign year, is the Christian outreach

program (overseas) of the Town and

Country Commission of the North

Carolina Council of Churches, Avith

headquarters in Durham. The state

goal for 1956 is $60,000. The nation-

al goal for the eighteen ors'anized

states is $1,200,000. Approximately

one-third of 1956 receipts is earmark-

ed for distribution of surplus dairy

products and grains provided with-

out charge by the United States go\--

ernment. The remainder Avill pro-

vide other than surplus foods to

round out more balanced diets than

surplus foods alone Avould provide for

some of the millions of htuigry or-

phans, Avidows. refugees, and aged

persons of the world. Among the

twenty or more countries receiving

CROP foods are India, Japan, For-

mosa, Korea, Italy, and Greece.

1949 — Arthur Gamble, Philadel-

phia Quaker, sent by CARE to serve

as IMission Chief in Poland, insists

en making his contribution by living

at a level no higher than that of the

people he helps (altliongh as an

American he could have eaten Avell).

Malnutrition leads to tuberculosis and
on April 6, 1949, Arthur Gamble dies.
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Colclough-Mann

Mr. and Mrs. George D. Colcloiogh

of Elon College annonnee the engage-

ment of their daughter, Mary Sue, to

Philip R. Mann, son of Mr. and Mrs.

G. C. Mann of Cypress Chapel, Vir-

ginia. Miss Colclough and Mr. Mann
plan to be married in August.

Miss Colclough graduated from

Blon College in 1955, and during the

past year she has taught in the public

school at Elon College. She is a mem-

ber of the Delta Upsilon Kappa So-

rority. During her senior year she

was editor of the Elon College year-

book, as well as May Queen. She

was also selected for the national col-

legiate "Who's Who" for 1955.

While a student at Elon College, Miss

Colclough studied piano and voice.

Mr. Mann graduated from Elon

College in 1954, and was a fellowship

instructor and student at Clemson

College during 1954-55. In the fall

of 1955 he entered the University of

Virginia Medical College at Char-

iottesville, Virginia. Mr. Mann was

a member of the Kappa Si Nu Fra-

ternity and active in other college

activities.

APPORTIONMENT GIVING.
(Continued from page 7.)

for this important and essential in-

stitution of ours. And still, further,

it provides the college with an ex-

pectancy of definite amounts week

after week and month after month

throughout the entire year.

It means much to have money com-

ing in to help meet bills that must

be paid on or before the first of each

month. The college is always grate-

ful for the generous support of our

churches.

Previously reported $10,561.26

Eastern N. C. Conference:

Hope Mills $ 5.75

Eastern Va. Conference:

Cypress Cliapel t 120.00

Shelton Memorial 5.00

Warwick 48.00

N. C. and Va. Conference:

Belew Creek $ 8.00

Durham 213.85

Mebane 7.00

Western N. 0. Conference:

Pleasant Grove $ 35.00

Virginia Valley Conference:

Concord $ 24.00

Total $ 466.00

Grand total $11,027.86*****
Declaration of Purpose

In this country of ours when vaca-

tions are becoming more and more

important, there is a tendency of all

of us to allow a feeling of "let down."

over all of us along most all lines of

endeavor during the sumer months.

A half century and less ago, rural

churches looked forward to the sum-

mer months as the season for real

progress and growth. July and Au-
gust were considered as "revival"

months, Avhen practically every

church had what they call "protract-

ed meetings.
'

' These meetings usual-

ly ran for a solid week in which the

gospel was preached and the conver-

sion of sinners was earnestly sought.

At the moment, however, we seem

to be getting away from the old time

programs and are beginning to anti-

cipate vacations instead of seasons

of activity and aggressiveness for the

coming of the Kingdom. It certainly

seems that our churches are on vaca-

tion so far as forwarding to the Con-

vention office or to the College their

Declarations of Purpose signed.

Please remember, co-laborer, in the

cause of reghteousness that your act

signifying that your intention to give

support to the college would lend

great encouragement to those who
bear the responsibilities.

Carolina Hall—Declarations

:

Name of Church Amount

Eastern N. C. Conference:

Auburn $ 759.50

Beginning Nov., 56; 5 years.

Antioch 451.50

Beginning April, 56; 5 years.

Damascus 465.50

Beginning Jan., 57 ; 5 years.

Hayes Chapel 362.25

Beginning Nov., 56; 5 years.

New Hope , 1,048.25

Beginning 1956.

Hope Mills 414.75

Beginning Jan., 57; 5 years.

Eiitaw Community 595.00

Beginning Jan., 56; 5 yeari.

Betlilehem 294.00

Beginning 1956; 5 years.

Clayton Christian 600.00

Beginning Jan., 57.

Henderson, First 2,308.00

Beginning 1956; 5 years.

Mt. Auburn 1,120.00

Beginning Jan., 56; 5 years.

Martha's Cliapel 297.00

Beginning 1956.

Cliurch of Wide Fellowship 2,289.00

Beginning Jan., 57; 5 years.

Beliiali 1,137.50

Moore Union 392.00

Beginning July, 56; 5 years.

Wake Chapel 4,079.25

Youngsville Cliristian 300.00

Total $16,913.50

N. C. and Va. Conference:

Pfafftown $ 463.75

Beginning Jan., 56; 5 years.

United 1,459.50

Beginning Oct., 56; 5 years.

Lakeview 218.75

Lebanon ^39.75
Beginning Jan., 58; JO jrears,

Beverly Hills 886.00

Beginning Nov., 56; 5 years.

Monticello 822.50

Beginning Aug., 56; 5 years.

Belews Creek 834.75

Beginning 1956; 5 years.

Zion 175.00

Beginning Jan., 1956; 5 years.

Burlington, First 10,000.00

Beginning Nov., 56; 5 years.

Church of the Covenant 175.00

Beginning Oct., 56; 5 years.

Shallow Ford 1,800.00

Beginning Oct., 56; 18 years.

Salem Chapel 740.00

Beginning Jan., 57; 5 years.

Mt. Zion 1,000.00

Beginning Jan., 56; 10 years.

Center 281.75

Beginning Sept., 56; 5 years.

Betliel 1,034.25

Beginning Jan., 1956; 5 years.

Greensboro, First 5,887.00

Beginning Oct., 56; 1956.

Union 1,500.00

Beginning Nov., 57 ; 10 years.

Personal 500.00

Haw Eiver 1,534.75

Beginning 1957; 5 years.

Hebron 300.00

Beginning 1956; 10 years.

Total $30,552.75

Virginia Hall—Declarations:

Eastern Va. Conference:

Windsor $ 2,841.00

Beginning Oct., 56; 5 years.

Union 2,019.00

Beginning Jan., 56; 5 years.

Suffolk Qiristian 10,000.00

Beginning Oct., 1956; 5 years.

Total $14,860.00

"Virginia Valley Conference:

Antioch $ 900.00

Beginning Jan., 57; 5 years.

Bethel . . 912.00

Beginning 1956; 10 years.

Ingram 1,748.25

Beginning Jan., 57; 8 years.

Total $ 3,560.25

Total pledged for Carolina Hall $47,466.25

Total pledged, Virginia Hall . . $18,420.25

Carolina Hall—Payments

:

N. C. and Va. Conference:

Zion $ 5.84

Bethel 202.00

Mt. Zion 331.00

Monticello 35.00

New Hope 27.53

Pfalftown 10.00

$ 611.37

Eastern N. C. Conference:

Wake Chapel $500.00

$ 500.00

Total payments, Carolina Hall . $ 1,111.37

Virginia Hall—Payments:

Virginia Valley Conference:

Bethlehem $ 75.00

Bethel 18.02

$ 93.02

Eastern Va. Conference:

Franklin $500.00

Johnson's Grove 205.00

$ 705.00

Total payments, Virginia Hall . $ 798.03
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Ecumenical Institute Is Held at

Lake Junaluska

God marehes on. This was realized

anew when representatives of numer-

ous denominations from every state

in the southeast met at Lake Juna-

luska from June 3 to 8. The occa-

sion was the first Ecumenical Insti-

tute sponsored by the southern office

of the National Council of Churches.

Leaders, both denominational and

interdenominational, met for fellow-

ship across state, church and racial

lines. Learning to know and under-

stand each other led to cooperation.

An eaniest attempt to discover God's

will in various phases of the church 's

program caused people to forget their

petty differences.

Intensive Bible study was an im-

portant part of the institute. Dr. J.

Carter Swain of the Department of

English Bible of the National Council

of Churches conducted a daily Bible

study for the entire group, analyzing

the letter to the Ephesians. Each

afternoon, in connection witli the

workshop on the Use and Understand-

ing of the Bible, Dr. Swain lectured

on the gospel according to Luke. A
part of the morning session of the

same Avorkshop was used by Dr. W.
H. Brownlee of Duke Divinity School

in a study of themes running through

the Bible. Several representatives of

the American Bible Society also con-

tributed to the institutes program.

Other workshops that stimulated a

search for the Christian attitude

were : Christian Missions ; Christian

Education ; Public Education and

Religion; Peace Education and Ac-

tion; and Racial and Cultural Rela-

tions.

Our own denomination made a de-

finite contribution to the institute.

Dr. Henry Smith Leiper of our Mis-

sions Council was the best known
speaker. He lectured on the history,

organization and accomplishments of

both the World Council of Churches

and the National Council.

Alabama and Georgia were well

represented. The Rev. Carl R. Key
of Durham directed the workshop on

the Use and Understanding of the

Bible. A "board of directors" was
elected to hear and act upon reports

from various workshops, and recom-

mendations for future institutes.

Two of the five members were Dr.

and Mrs. W. W. Sloan of Elon Col-

lege. Dr. Sloan was elected chair-

man.

While state council of churches

conventions have proved extremely

valuable, this more inclusive and

more intense fellowship has much
greater potentialities. Those attend-

ing urged that a similar institute be

held next summer at probably the

same place and corresponding time.

Recommendations for next year's in-

stitute included a hymn festival to

be participated in by near-by choirs,

and an increased amount of Bible

study for the entire group.

Dr. W. W. Sloan.

Ministry to Migrants Program

As the tide of those who follow the

crops began to pour into North Caro-

lina recently. Christian workers from

the N. C. Council of Churches were

there to welcome it. For the sixth

consecutive year the Council has

launched its summer ministry to mi-

grants. The annual program began

with planning meetings by represen-

tative citizens of the communities in-

volved, Aurora, Columbia, and Eliza-

beth City, with the Rev. F. C. Staton,

the Rev. Donald Wagner, and the

Rev. Donald Pryor serving as the

respective chairmen. A day of care-

ful training of the staff followed un-

der the direction of Mrs. Monica

Owen, of the Division of Home i\Iis-

sions of the National Council of

Churches. Staff workers who were

trained and are now at work are the

Rev. James Banks, Chaplain of Eli-

zabeth City Teachers' College, Eliza-

beth City; Mr. Carey Johnson, stu-

dent at Elizabeth City Teachers' Col-

lege, Weeksville; Rev. Frederick Ter-

ry, Divinity School student at Shaw
University, Raleigh ; and Mrs. Fred-

erick Terry, teacher in Cliarlotte City

Schools.

Tlie Council's ministry to migrants

consists of of pastoral visitation and
counseling, conducting of religious

worship, recreation. Vacation Bible

schools, and referral to government

and church agencies when needed.

Efforts are focussed on developing a

higher sense of moral values, a sense

of personal worth, a desire for useful

knowledge, and a sense of at home-

ness in the community. Marked re-

sults are reported in lowered crime,

more responsible workmanship, fewer

health hazards, and improved com-

munity relationships.

"The Harvester" is in use for the

second year. This is the Council's

Chevrolet station wagon, so named
as one of a fleet of 27 such wagons
serving migrants throughout the na-

tion. Nqrth Carolina's Harvester is

|;his year fully equipped for t;he first

time with portable organ, projector,

screen, pulic address system, record

player, screen, film, and records.

USAF Liquor Regulations

The death of six marine recruits

on a night march into the swamps at

Parris sland has folcused national at-

tention on the dire need for Defense

Department regulations banning alco-

holic beverages from military bases.

The marines died on April 8 follow-

ing the orders of a staff sergeant who
had been drinking on the base fre-

quently during the day.

The marine sergeant who ordered

the march had reportedly obtained

the liquor on base. Present Defense

Department regulations permit sale

of liquor on military bases, under

certain conditions, in spite of a law

which has been on the statute books

since 1901.

The 1901 law stated that "The
sale of or dealing in beer, wine or in-

toxicating liquors by any person in

any post exchange or canteen or army
transport or upon a]iy premis used

for military purposes by the United

States is prohibited." The law fur-

ther stated that the Secretary of War
(Defense) is directed to put these

provisions into full force and effect.

In 1951 an amandment was passed

giving the Secretary of Defense au-

thority to issue regulations with re-

gard to the sale of liquor on military

bases. Since the 1901 law was not

voided, it is presumed that the regu-

lations were to be in accord with that

law.

When regulations Avere issued, how-

ever, they allowed: the sale of beer

in servicemen's lounges and post ex-

changes, the sale of liquor in officers'

and non-commissioned officers' clubs

and package store sales on bases more

than ten miles from an off-base pack-

age liquor store.

The Parris Island tragedy resulted

from the mixing of liquor with the

potential hazards of military training.

It would have been avoided if regula-

tions prohibited the sale of liquor on

military bases. Similar tragedies are

possible everywhere, in all branches

of the Armed Services as long as the

Defense Department regulations re-

main unchanged.

All too often issues of this nature

are allowed to pass without an active

challenge from those who might well

be expected to exert every effort to

bring about a change for the better,

—AoUon,
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Sunday School Lesson
Bij Rev. H. S. Hakdcastle, D. D.

Nine Letters of Encouragement

Lesson I

—

July 1, 1956.

Memory Selection: Contend for the

faith, which was once delivered,

unto the saints. Jude 3.

Background Scripture: Luke 9:28-

36; Hebrews 13:9, 18-25; I Peter

1:1-2; 2:19-25; II Peter 1:1-2, IS-

IS; Jude 3:17-25.

Devotional Reading : Psalm 20.

We begin today a series of lessons

on faith and encouragement. They

are taken from nine of the New Testa-

ment letters or books. Today's les-

son might well be called "IIow to

Live as a Christian in an unChristian

World." That is what we have to

learn. This is a good world, but it

is not a world that makes it easy to

live as a Christian. That is, if we

take Christ seriously and follow him

closely. We need all the help we r-an

get. Today's lesson gives suggestions

as to some of the ideals on this Chris-

tian life, and some of the sources of

power to li^e it. The printed text

comes from Peter, and from Jude, the

latter a brother of Jesus himself.

Both men write out of their experi-

ence, and hence their words carry

weight.

Deserved Sufferi^ig.

"If when ye are buffeted for your

faults, ye take it patiently, Avhat

glory is it?" Peter says that there

are two kinds of sutfering, deserved,

and undeserved, that for which we

are responsible and that for which

we are not responsible. He says that

if a man is punished for a wrong he

has committed, or a transgression for

which he is responsible, he has no

right to Avhine or complain—he is

getting what he deserved. If a man
steals and is caught, he ought to take

his medicine like a man. But there

are many people who blame others

for things that have happened to

them, who whine and complain and
rebel when the inevitable effect fol-

lows the wrong deed or sin. There

is no point in strutting your stuff, or

putting on a show, under such cir-

cumstances.

Undeser ved. Suffcring

.

"For this is thankworthy, if a

man for cojiscienee toward God, en-

dure grief, suffering wrongfully . . .

but if when ye do well, and suffer

for it, ye take it patiently, this is ac-

ceptable with God." If we do Avell,

and .sufc'er for it—well that is differ-

ent. A man does deserve credit un-

der those circumstances. Here is a

man who believes that war is wrong
and who will not bear arms. The
government puts him in jail for the

duration. That fellow deserves cred-

it. Here is a man who has been

wronged and who patiently refuses

to "get even" or to harbor a grduge,

or to give "tit for tat." Here is a

man who is struck and does not strike

back. That man shows the spirit of

Chi'ist who even on the Cross prayed

for his enemies. That spirit is ac-

ceptable to God and pleasing to him.

Now all this was new teaching in

the Roman world of Peter's day.

Rome was symbolized by the iron

fist. It is strange doctrine even in

our world. We still rel.y on force, on

retaliation, on law. But Peter re-

minds his friends, that Christians are

called to a ucav way life. "For even

hereunto Avere we called ; because

Christ also suffered for us, leaving

us an example, that we should fol-

low in his steps." Who, Avhen he was
reviled, reviled not again ; but com-
mitted himself to him that judgeth

righteously." In simple faith in God,

he kept his peace, and refused to al-

low hatred or the spirit of retaliation

or vengeance to have anv place in his

life.

And as is always the case in the

NcAv Testament Avritings, Peter em-
phasized the fact that Avhat happened
on the Cross had relevancy for us.

"Christ bare in his own body our
sins upon the Cross, and by his

stripes Ave Avere healed." He Avho had
no sin took upon himself our sins,

that Ave should be justified by faith,

and that Ave should live unto right-

eousness.

Contending for the Faith.

"I . . . exhort you that ye should

earnestly contend for the faith, Avhich

Avas once delivered unto the saints."

This does not mean that religion is

static. The teachings of Jesus are

final, complete, delivered once and
for all to the saints. There is no
other gospel and there can never be
another gospel. But ncAv occasions

teach UPAV duties. Times change.

Situations change. Life chanjyes. And
the implications of the gospel must

always be applied to neAv situations.

But eternal principles of the gospel

can be applied to ncAv situations and
adapted to ucav occasions. That is

the perpetual challege to the church.

It is one thing to apply the gospel

to life in a rural community; it is

quite another to apply it in the com-
plex life of a city. The old time re-

ligion may have been good enough
for our fathers and grandfathers, and
is is still good enough for us, but it

has to find neAv applications to our

modern Avay of life. Jude is saying

that this faith once delivered to the

saints must be defended, and defend-

ed not oidy from enemies Avithout,

but from enemies Avithin the church.

Keeping Ourselves in the

Love of God.

"Keeping ourselves in the love of

God, looking for the mercy of our

Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life."

Never mind Avhat others do. Never

mind those who scoff. We are to

A\alk in Christ's Avay. We are to

keep our eyes on the Cross. We are

to trust in his promises. We are to

Avalk in his way of love. This is a

hard saying. Only God's grace can

help us to Avalk in this way.

Keep from Falling

Jude gives us the beautiful bene-

diction so often heard in the closing

moments of Avorship in many of the

Churches. "Now unto him that is

able to keep you from falling, and to

present you faultless before his pre-

sence of his glory with exceeding joy,

to the only Avise God our Father, be

glory and majesty, dominion and pow-

er, both noAv and forever more.

Amen." Our God is able to deliA^er

us.

The Secret of It All.

The secret of it all Avas to be found

in the simple sturdy faith of these

men, Avho believed in the goodness

and power of God, who trusted in

him and committed themselves unto

him, and who found that he was able

to do exceeding aboundantly above

all that they asked or thought.

Based on "International Sunday School

Lessons;" copyrighted 1956 by Division of

Christian Education, National Council of the

Churches in the U. S. A.

1948—The men of a U. S. Navy
destroyer take up a collection among
themselves and order many CARE
packages sent to Europe because, in

the ports they touched there, they

saw "the misery and suffering being

endured by the children and aged in

Avartorn countries."
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Have

You

Read?

"How A Small Church Can Have
Good Christian Education"

By Virgil E. Foster

At last — practical, tested sugges-

tions that answer the objection often

heard by religious educators :

'

' Those

are fine ideas for large churches, but

ours is a small church."

Here is a book that shows how to

have a maximum program with min-

imum space and personnel—a guide

book that will be helpful in any
church, small or large, rural or urban.

Among the important problems to

which Virgil Foster gives specific

down-to-earth attention are

:

how to have a graded church school

with more departments than

rooms

how to adapt or develop special

equipment for crowded condi-

tions

how to develop good leaders in the

one or two room church through

educational teachers' councils.

how to plan a vital youth program,
significant in any chiirch large

or small

how to make use of the cliureh

building during the week

how to set up and use a library

how to have a true experience of

worship in a small Sunday school

how the family and church can

v/crk together in fostering Chris-

tian education

Packed with many actual examples
of what small churches have done in

facing these cliallenges, Hoiv a Small
Church Can Have Good Christian

Education fills a tremendous need
and will be a staple item in the re-

ligious education field for many years

to come.

The author: Virgil E. Foster is

editor of the International Journal of

Religions Education and spent many
years in small churches, both rural

and urban. From 1946 to 19.10 he

was Director of Religious Education
of the Congregational Christian Con-
ference of Iowa.

THE CHRISTIAN SUN
This book should be on the immedi-

ate reading list of all ministers of

small churches, either in the county

or city ; and also church school teach-

ers ill the small church, directors of

religious education, and denomina-

tional executives.

The price is $2.00 at denomination-

al book stores.

Delegates to the General Council at

Omaha, Nebraska

CList Incomplete)

Ministers—
Akin, Rev. Jack T., Great Bridso

Sta., Rt. 3, Norfolk, Va., EVA.
Allev, Rev. George D., Suffolk

Christian Church, Suffolk, Va., EVA.
Andes, Rev. AVm. J., Elon College.

N. C, NCVA.
Hamilton, Rev. Frank R., 201 W.

33rd St., Norfolk, Va., EVA.
Koon, Rev. Clyde 0., Box 394, Bur-

lington, N. C, NCVA.
Presnell, Rev. L. M., Liberty, N.

C, WNC.
Robinson, Rev. H. E., 415 S.

Church St., Burlington, N. C, NCVA.
Scott, Supt. Wm. T., Elon College,

N. C, Southern Convention.

Snyder, Rev. W. W., 721 N. Church
St., Burlington, N. C, NCVA.
Timmons, Rev. W. C, Southern

Finos, N. C, ENC.
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Wallace, Rev. Carl E., 1910 Lyon
Rd., Fayctteville, N. C, ENC.
Lay Delegates- -

Akin, Mrs. Jack T.,_ Great Bridge

Sta., Rt. 3, Norfolk, Va., EVA.
Bresko, Mr. Edward P., 1638 I\It.

Vernon Ave., Petersburg, Va., EVA.
Garren, Mr. M. T., ^^17 Rolling

Rd., Greensboro, N. C, NCVA.
Lester, Mrs. F. C, 840 Sunset Ave.,

Asheboro, N. C, yn^C.
McAdams, Mr. J. Mark, Elon Col-

lege, N. C, NCVA.
Monroe, Mr. N. C, Box 2617,

Gi'eensboro, N. C, NCVA.
Pell, Mrs. S. H., Route 1, Ramseur,

N. C, WNC.
Shoft'ner, ]Mr. Cvrus, Libertv, N.

C, WNC.
Washburn, ]\Ir. Jas. E., Jr., 708 St.

George Rd., Raleigh, N. C, ENC.
Delegates-at-Laroe

Ministers—
Lester, Rev. F. C, 840 Sunset

Avenue, Ashboro, N. C, WNC.
Wisseman, Rev. W. E., 400 Radi-

ance Dr., Greensboro, N. C, NCV^A.
Others planning to attend the coun-

cil are

:

Dollar. Dr. Jesse 11., 2308 Roanoke
Ave., Newport News, Va.

Long, Mr. and Mrs. J. W., Route
7, Burlington, N. C.

Smith, President L. E., Elon Col-

lege, N. C.

THE LIVING WORD"
"Strain at a Gnat"

Number Thirteen of a Series

By Dr. Luther A. Weigle.

The expression "strain at a gnat"

(Matthew 23:24 KJ) is not a proper

translation of the Greek text, which

means "strain out a gnat." This

verse was correctly translated by

Tyndale and all other sixteenth-cen-

tury English versions, and has been

correctly translated by the revised

versions. The King James Version

stands alone in this error.

How did it happen? That is an

unsolved mystery. Bishop Lightfoot

and Archbishop Trench were con-

vinced that the "at" was a printer's

error, and not the fault of the King
James translators.

'

' We have here,
'

'

wrote Trench, "an unnoticed, and
thus uncorrected, error of the press;

which yet, having been once allowed

to pass, yielded, or seemed to yield,

some sort of sense, and thus did not

provoke and challenge correction, as

one making sheer nonsense would
have done." Most scholars agree

with this opinion, on the grounds

that it is hard to conceive that a group
of scholars as competent as the King
James translators could have made
so egregious a mistranslation.

On the other hand the Oxford En-
glish Dictionary gives evidence, from
quotations dated 1583 and 1594, that
the translators in 1611 may have
adopted a phrase that was already
current. Its meaning would be

"strain (a liquid) at (the sight of)

a gnat," If so, the phrase "strain
at a gnat" probably was first used
colloquially, in oral speech. It cer-

trainly did not come from the Bil:)le

translations current from 1580 to

1611—the Bishop's Bible, the Geneva
Bible, or the Rlieims New Testament.

Whatever its origin, "strain at a

gnat" is not a .sound translation of

Matthew 23 :24, and has led to much
misunderstanding. As an English
idiom "strain at" may mean to balk

or scruple at, or it may mean to strive

hard for. See the Oxford English
Dictionary, under the verb Strain,

sections 14e, 19 and 21; also Web-
ster's New International Dictionary.
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The Christian Orphanage
John G. Truitt, Superintendent

Dear Friends:

Yes, it is true that Mrs. Annie

Johnson is blind. However, you

would not think it from her appear-

ance and jolly conversation. Slie

remembered seeing me in Sanford,

N. C, three years ago, she said.

Learnng that I dabbled in verse she

had given a volume of her own beau-

tiful poetry. We sat across the table

last week at luncheon meeting in the

Alamance Hotel in Burliugton. She

wanted to give me something for

some child at the orphanage she said.

And asked whether I would take it

over the table or under it. I thought

it would be more fun to take it from

under the table, especially that she

had asked such a question. Maybe it

is a toy or perhaps a book of her own
beautiful peotry. She reached under

the table and handed me a $10.00

bill!

I appreciated my own good eyes

all the better, and felt sort of asham-

ed that I had not made better use of

them. How often we take our time,

talents and opportunities lightly.

Here was a lady malting a living, but

more important she was living a good

and inspiring life.

Again there is a little lady in Wash-
ington, D. C. She does not have a

Aery well paying job, but while she

was eating lunch one day she told

iier two fellow-workers how she was
rearranging her small vacation bud-

get so she could send $15.00 to the

orphanage in order that a littlt boy

tliere might attend a summer church

camp for a week. It made a good

conversation piece. And it earned

$10.00 additional, $5.00 from each of

lier friends, to help another child

have a happy vacation. I tell you, so

many people can do such nice things.

For instance, again, the First Con-

gregational Christian Church in Dur-

ham, N. C, brought baskets and bas-

kets and boxes and baskets of food

and many automobile loads of people

to the Orphanage at 5 :30 June 9 and
had supper with the orphanage fami-

ly. They furnished iced Pepsi-Cola for

everybody. They loaded the tables

in the dining room with fried chicken

(this is a preacher writing this) and
the best of the best kinds of food.

They asked me to return thanks to

God for his goodness. Following the

thanks the orphanage children were

served first and then all the others

of us. After we had eaten a plenty

—too much—they packed up the re-

mainder and it was more than enough

for Sunday dinner, served the fol-

lowing day. They made us feel good

by the many kind thing's they said

about the children. I wish we could

tell them how much their visit meant

to us. Incidentally there were two

Bill Seotts in the Durham group.

Only one of them favored the efficient

and genial superintendent of the

Southern Convention, but both of

thera had a big part in making the

occasion a happy one.

Thank you, everybody, for helping

us. We need very much your help

during the summer.
John G. Truitt, Sicpt.

REPORT FOR JUNE 13, 1956.

Sunday School Monthly Offerings.

Amount brought forward $ 9,193.83

Eastern N. C. Conference:

Morrisville $ 7.73

New Elam 10.00

Wake Cliapel 48.12

65.85

Eastern Va. Conference:

Norfolk, Bay View, S. S. $ 8.69

Oakland 15.00

Union (So.) 10.00

33.69

N. C. and Va. Conference:

Greensljoro, First $58.14

Hopedale 42.00

Mebane 5.00

Hendersonville 22.00

Lynchburg 6.00

Soutli Boston 7.00

140.14

Western N. C. Conference

:

Reagrove $ 5.50

June 21, 1956

Zion 30.00

35.50

Virginia Valley Conference:

Bethel S. S $ 2.00

2.00

Total $ 277.18

Grand Total $ 9,471.01

Special Offerings.

Amount brought forward $15,802.34

Mrs. Annie Johnson, Bur-

lington, N. C $ 10.00

Moore Union Ch., special 31.50

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas W.
Gates, Burlington, N. C.

to send a child to camp 15.00

Women's Cliristiau Fellow-

sliip, First Church, Hen-
dersonville, N. C 5.00

Begonia S. S., Disputanta,

Va 10.00

Cong. Christian Ch., Dur-
ham, N. C 8.00

Mrs. Madeline Eollins,

Washington, D. 0. to

send a child to camp . 25.00

Capt. Marion & Inez Har-
rell, Holland, Va. to

send a child to camp . . 21.00

In Memory of W. E. Gray 5.00

In Memory of Milton
Daniels 5.00

Special gifts 174.43

309.93

Grand total $16,112.27

Total for the week $ 587.11

Total for the year $25,583.28

YOUTH AT WORK IN THE
CHURCH.

(Continued from page 6.)

Johnson, Asheboro, N. C, treasurer

of the Southern Convention P. F. and
vice-president of the Western North
Carolina P. F.; and the Rev. John S.

Graves, secretary/ of Christian Educa-
tion and Youth Work of the South-

cm Convention.

MEMORIAL GIFTS
"Instead of Flowers"

Dr. John G. Truitt I ;

Christian Orphanage

Elon College, N. C.
i ;

'

Dear Dr. Truitt: ' ^

Please acknowledge the enclosed $ as a memorial gift

sent to the Christian Orphanage in lieu of flowers in memory of:

(N»meof Deceated) (City) (Date of Death)

(Survivor to be Written) (Addresa)

Name

Address
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In Memoriam

LARRICK.

Mrs Eetta Dates Larrick, 81, mother of

the late Roy A. Larrick, died April 28, 1956,

in the Kenilworth Nursing Home, following

several weeks of illness. She was born in

Hampshire County, West Virginia, January

15, 1875.

The deceased was the widow of the late

David Lee Larrick. She is survived by one

son, Albert Larrick of Winchester; two

daughters: Mrs. Grace Dinkle of Win-

chester, and Mrs. Nellie Cline of Petersburg,

West Virginia; six grandchildren; and

seven great-grandchildren.

Mrs. Larrick was a loyal member of the

Congregational Christian Church, Winches-

ter, Virginia, for many years and up to the

time of her death. "Well done thou good

and faithful servant, enter thou into the

joy of thy Lord."

ROBERT A. WHITTEN,
Pastor.

MILES.

Mrs. Ida Saunders Miles, age 81, widow

of the late Robert S. Miles, died at the home

of her son in Burlington, N. C, April 14,

1956. She had been in declining health for

several years.

Mrs. Miles had been a faithful and loyal

member of the Concord Christian Church

since girlhood, and contributed of her time

and talents to the service of the church.

She had been church organist and sang well,

especially alto, and was also a teacher in

the church school. She was willing to help

in any activities of the church.

She was a kind neighbor, and a good and
loving wife and mother. All of her four

children are members of the Christian

church.

In loving remembrance of Sister Miles,

we, the members of the Concord Christian

Church, submit the following resolutions.

1. That her example as a good neighbor,

and a devoted wife, mother and sister, be an
inspiration to us.

2. That her loyalty and devotion to the

church through the years, and the generous

use of her talents for the work of Christ

inspire us to be more consecrated.

3. That the memory and influence of her

long, useful and unselfish Christian life

prove a benediction to her family.

4. That a copy of these resolutions be

sent to the family, a copy be sent to The
Christian Sun for publication, and a copy
entered on our church records.

Mrs. H. P. TERRELL,
Mrs. JOHN P. UNDERWOOD,

Committee.

Similar resolutions were adopted by the

Women's Fellowship of the Concord Church.

\

HALL.
We, the members of the Women's Fellow-

ship of Rosemont Congregational Christian

Church, South Norfolk, Va., wish to pay
tribute to one of our faithful and beloved

members, Mrs. Gussie Hall, who passed away
March 27, 1956.

To know her was to love her. Her life is

a challenge to us to live beter and to serve

God faithfully in our daily walk of life. In
expressing our sympathy we do hereby of-

fer the following resolutions:

First, That we feel deeply the loss of one

so rich in faith and love for her fellowman.

Second, That we keep in our hearts and

experess in out living the principles of

Clirist that were so apparent in her own

life.

Third, That we express our heartfelt sym-

pathy to her family, and pray God's richest

blessings upon them.

Fourth, That a copy of these resolutions

be sent to her sister, a copy be placed in

the minutes of the Women's Fellowship,

and a copy sent to The Christian Sun for

publication.

Mrs. B. M. HERBERT,
Mrs. H. R. MORRISON, Sr.

PASTOR BECOMES EDITOR.

(Continued from page 2.)

continue to reside in Asheboro and

will conduct his new duties from his

home liere. The editorial offices of

the newspaper will be maintained in

Asheboro and the newspaper may be

published here.

On July 1, Dr. Lester will round

out ten years as pastor of the Ashe-

boro church which has grown in that

time from 62 members to a present

congregation of 205. When Dr. Les-

ter became pastor here the church

was seven years old. It met at Park

Street School, but owned a building-

lot, a parsonage and had a building

fund of some $4,000.

The present church and additional

property for future needs has been

valued at between $75,000 and $100,-

000 and has an indebtedness of only

$2,000. During the ten years money

raised for the operating budget has

totaled approximately $100,000.

Dr. Lester helped organize and is

one of the charter members of the

Asheboro Civitan Club.

It will be the second time that Dr.

Lester has served as editor of The
Christian Sun, which has a circula-

tion of some 2,700 in Virginia and

North Carolina. Some years ago he

served as editor for a four year per-

iod.

Befor coming to Asheboro, Dr.

Lester was superintendent of the

Southern Convention of the Congre-

gational Christian Church, with head-

quarters in Elon College.

He is a graduate of Elon, where

he earned an A.B. degree. He re-

ceived a B.D. degree from Yale Uni-

versity and a doctor of divinity from
Defiance College in Ohio.

—

Asheboro
News of June 9.

1956—Americans continue to help

the needv of the free world through

"CARE."

Historical Society of the Southern Convention
The Historical Society of the South-

ern Convention was officially recog-

nized at the recent session of the

Southern Convention. It will be its

purpose to preserve the shrines of the

Congregational Christian Churches in

our area, gather historical material,

and maintain the Church History

Room at Elon College. Charter mem-
bership in the Historical Society is

$5, and the names of all charter mem-
bers will be preserved in the Church

History Room. Through the gene-

rosity of Mr. John T. Kernodle we

have received a limited number of

copies of the very valuable book,

"Lives of Christian Ministers," P.

J. Kernodle (1909). A free copy con-

taining 408 pages will be given to all

charter members of the Historical

Society. If you would like to receive

one of these books and become a char-

ter member of the Historical Society

fill out the membership card as shown
below and mail it to the Southern

Convention Office, Elon College, N.

C, along with your check for $5.

The Board of Directors of the His-

torical Society met recently and have

voted to extend the charter member-
ship to December 31, 1956, such mem-
bership good for the period ending

December 31, 1957.

Wm. T. Scott.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY

of The Southern Convention of Congregational Christian Chu relies

ELON COLLEGE, NORTH CAROLINA
With gratitude for the faith of our Fathers, a heritage of great price freely given

to us; with faith in the solid achievements yet to come through the Church and its

wide and varied interests, I gladly become a member of the HISTORICAL SOCIETY
of the Southern Convention, that the Christian faith and deeds of the past, present,

and future may be preserved as a witness to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

Name

Address . .

Local Church

"I saw and beheld a great multitude which no man could number."—Rev. 7:9:
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Education in Congregational Christian Churches
(Excerpts from an Article in Advance)

By HARRY THOMAS STOCK

The Christian nuture of each new genera-

tion is one of the essential ministries within the

program of every local church. This includes

instruction regarding the Christian heritage

and mission ; it also involves step-by-step initia-

tion into the fellowship of the Christian com-

munity and guidance in the habits of partici-

pation in the church's work.

The Sunday church school and the youth

fellowship are the two major media through

which most churches carry on their Christian

teaching. From thirty to sixty hours a year of

added educational experience is provided by

churches that conduct vacation church schools.

The most significant development at this

time, however, is a dawning recognition of the

once generally accepted axiom that much of

the jnost effective basic Christian teaching may
and indeed should take place within the home.
Beginning there in the earliest years of life,

the church's educational ministry continues side

by side with the home for persons of all ages.

Church-school enrollment in our Congrega-

tional Christian fellowship has increased from
189,677 in 1944 to 743,532 in 1954. Most of

the schools are graded and the trend is toward

a two-year departmentalization. Better work
is possible, it has been found, when first- and

second-graders constitute the primary depart-

ment, third- and fourth-graders the lower jun-

ior department and fifth- and sixth-graders

the junior department.

Ou.r regular summer conferences for young
people began in 1920 and are held in widely

se]Darated areas. At present, more than two
hundred camps, conferences and schools are

maintained. These conferences, once started,

brought about very quickly a new unity among
the youth of our churches. The national Pil-

grim Fellowship was organized as an almost

inevitable result.

Christian education, we believe, is primarily

and necessarily a local responsibility. It suc-

ceeds or fails to the extent that people of a

church devote their minds and energies to

Christian teaching. But few, if any, churches

can develop adequate church-school programs
without some reliance upon outside resources,

therefore, the churches have added educational

specialists to the staff of most of the state con-

ferences upon whose skills they may rely in

case of need.

Every church, of course, selects its own
church-school materials. Yet, because of a

growing understanding in our fellowship that

Christian education is concerned with the faith

and mission not only of a particular church in

its local setting but of each local church in fel-

lowship witli other churches of the same com-
munion or "family," a large percentage of Con-
gregational Christian churches uses curricular

materials prepared specifically for our whole
constituency.

From the days of the early Puritan setde-

ment of New England and dirough the many
successive stages of westward migration and
expansion, our forebearers established schools

and colleges. Today, twenty-five colleges are

related to the Board of Home Missions. Each
of these church-related institutions, like every

local church, is autonomous. Each of them is

non-sectarian in its service to the students it

enrolls. But these colleges cherish their Con-

gregational Christian heritage, affirm and un-

swerving Christian purpose and maintain their

relationship to our Congregational Christian

fellowship.

The Board of Home Missions helps to give

reality to the partnership between the churches

and the colleges, [but] because the board has

no fund or endowment for general higher edu-

cation purposes, its annual grants each year to

our church-related colleges [except those sup-

ported by the American Missionary Associa-

tion] must be discouragingly samll.

The importance of this project may be guag-

ed in part by glancing at some figures. It is

estimated that there are 50,000 Congregational

Christian students in the United States, al-

though the majority of these are not enrolled

in our own church-related colleges. In at least

tliree hundred college or university communi-
ties where we are represented by local churches,

there are enough of our own young people to

constitute a student parish. These students,

away from home through one of the most cru-

cial periods of their lives, continue to be of im-

mediate concern to the churches in which they

were nurtured in childhood and youth. Yet

the only way in which these churches can effec-

tively continue their ministry to their young
people at school is through the larger fellow-

ship—either denominational or interdenomina-

tional. This they do through a specialized

campus ministry at over sixty institutions of

higher learning. Our Congregational Chris-

tian state conferences and our Board of Home
Missions help finance these projects.
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Music Plays an Important Part in the Worship
Service of the Church

Seated at the organ console above is Miss Gladys Hanbury of the South

Norfolk Congregational Christian Church. For fifty years she has served

the church untiringly as its organist, and during a large part of that time

has also acted as choir director. The above picture was taken on the occa-

sion of her fiftieth anniversary w^hich v^as celebrated sometime ago by the

church. On that occasion at which more than three hundred of her friends

and church members were present, she was given a silver purse. She was
also awarded a bronze plaque by the church. Rev. Olive D. Poythress is

the minister of South Norfolk Church, having served the congregation

^
since its organization.

I
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A Message from the Retiring Managing
Editor to Our Readers

Dear Readers:

Just thirty-four years ago, we

printed our first issue of The Chris-

tian Sun.

At the 1922 session of The South-

ern Convention, the report of the

Board of Publications stated: "Not

in the history of our publishing in-

terests in the South has the board

faced such problems as during the

last biennium. . . . The Christiajst

Sun has faced a deficit of |14,113.87

during the biennium." Probably at

no time in its history has The Sun
seemed more in danger of setting. It

was even suggested that The Hearld

of Gospel Liberty be asked to finish

out subscriptions in exchange for the

mailing list; and except for such

stalwarts as J. 0. Atkinsson, W. A.

Harper, L. E. Smith, and my father,

the exchange might have been made.

My father contacted me in Rich-

mond and asked if I would consider

the printing of The Sun. I remem-

ber, as I look back, that it was almost

with reluctance that I accepted wliat

seemed to me an impossible task. The

agreement with the Convention was

that we would print the paper for

the next biennium, we to receive a

subsidy of $6,000 for the biennium,

and what returns might be reficived

from the subscription list and such

advertising as might be solicited.

Needless to say that the $6,000 did

not cover our deficit for those first

two years.

Those two years, however, were the

hardest, but I Avas thirty-two years

younger at their end than I now am.

Since then there have been ups and

downs in the history of The Sun's

publishing. There have been periods

of real prosperity and again those of

reverses, as in the early thirties. But

all in all, the general trend has been

upward and outward and onward.

Criticisms have been many, but most

of them have been constructive, and

I thinlv we have profited tllereb3^

Praise has probably come less fre-

quently, but it has been sincere and

whole hearted.

The job, as a whole, has been most

rewarding, and I have many, many
friends whom I might otherwise never

have known. It is with a greater

reluctance than that with which I ac-

cepted the task, that I now lay it

down. The continued success of The

Sun will ever be a burden on my
heart.

In closing, I would like to say that

there has been great joy in working
with those who have edited the paper
and with those who have faithfully

contributed to the various depart-

ment through the years.

And, finally, to you, the readers of

The Christian Sun, I Imow that

without you, all we others have done
could have but resulted in failure

without you. You have condoned
my short-comings and made my ef-

forts worthwhile. Thank you from
the bottom of my heart. I have just

one other request : it is that you con-

tinue to support those who take over

as you have supported me.

Sincerely yours,

John T. Kernodle.

Methodist Cease Publication

of Temperance Monthly

The Voice, one of America's oldest

religious temperance journals, has

ceased publication. Its final editorial

critized the Methodist General Con-

ference for ordering the suspension

of the 42-year-old magazine.

Published monthly by the Metho-

dist Board of Temperance since the

pre-Phohibition era, The Voice had
a circulation of 65,000.

The editorial, entitled "Methodist
Laryngitis," said "an illtimed mo-
tion" shut off all debate on the reso-

lution terminating the magazine.

This may mark the beginning of

the end of Methodist crusades for

total abstinence and temperance.

The Christian Sun
Established 1844 by Rev. Daniel W. Kerr

A Keligious Weekly for the Home, devoted
to the interest of the Kingdom as represent-
ed by the Congregational Christian Churchea.

Our Principles

1. The Lord Jesus Christ is the only Head
of tlie Church.

2. Christian is a sufficient name for the
Church.

3. The Bible is a sufficient rule of faith
and practice.

4. Christian character is a sufficient teat

of fellowship and church membership.
5. Tlie right of private judgement and

liberty of conscience is a privilege that
should be accorded to and exercised by all.

BDITOEAL STAFF
Editor S. C. Harrell
Managing Editor J. T. Kernodle
Departmental Editors—Convention, Wm. T.
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School Lesson, H. S. Hardcastle.
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man; S. T. Holland, Secretary; Clyde W.
Fields, S. E. Madren, K. D. Register, W.
L. Cooper, Treasurer, ex officio.
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L. E. Smith; Tlie Christian Orphanage,
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Editor and Managing Editor Retire

Dr. Stanley C. Harrell, Durham,

North Carolina, retires as Editor of

The Christian Sun as of June 30,

1956, having- served during the bien-

nium ending- on that date. Dr. Har-

rell is well known and highly respect-

ed as a Christian minister, states-

man, and official of the Southern Con-

vention. He served as pastor of the

Durham Church for 35 years, ending

his pastorate there 1954. As Con-

ference President, Secretary; as

President of the Southern Conven-

tion, and as Chairman of the Conven-

tion Finance Committee for many
years, Dr. Ilarrell distinguished him-

self as a Church leader and trusted

advisor.

A product of the Liberty Spring-

Church, near Suffolk, Virginia, Dr.

Harrell was graduated from Elon

College and from Union Seminary,

Richmond, Va. As a student at Rich-

mond he assisted in the organization

of our Richmond Churcli. Following

his seminary graduation he served

rural churches in Eastern Virginia,

and became a Chaplain of the United

States Army in World War I. Upon
his return home he soon became pas-

tor of the Durham Church.

In response to the request of the

Board of Publications, Dr. Harrell

assumen the editorship of The Chris-

tian Sun in July 1954, which posi-

tion he has held witli distinction.

During the bieunium he suffered ill-

ness but his many friends rejoice at

his speedy recovery. Because of the

necessity of expanding the work of

the editor. Dr. Harrell relinquished

the responsibility of The Christian

Sun. We wish to join witli the mem-
bers of our churches in the Southern

Convention in extending thanks to

Dr. Harrell for his service to The
Christian Sun. We wish for him
many years of continued good health.

As of July 1st, Mr. John T. Ker-

nodle will no longer be managing
editor of The Christian Sun, which

position he has held for many years,

succeeding his father. Professor P.

J. ICernodle in 1934. Through tliese

years he has given himself and his

talents to the C'hurch, and particular-

ly to The Christian Sun through the

Central Publishing Company, Rich-

mond, Va., where he has served as

publisher of The Christian Sun for

34 years. Mr. Kernodle has also

served on three occasions as intrim

editor ; the last time being from Jan-

uary, 1953, following the death of

Dr. Robert Lee House, until July,

when Dr. Stanley C. Harrell assumed

the editorship.

The Southern Convention acknow-

ledges its debt to Mr. Kernodle for

DR. STANLEY C. HARRELL
Retiring Editor

MR. J. T. KERNODLE
Retiring Managing Editor

his long and able services. It will

hardly seem right not to see his name
in connection with the printing of

The Christian Sun.

Mr. Kernodle announced recently

that his establishment in Richmond
Avould have to be moved, to make
room for an expanded highway serv-

ice through the city of Richmond. He
asked therefore, that the Board of

Publications seek another printer and
managing editor. The Board accept-

ed this fact with reluctance, and be-

ginning in July The Christian Sun
will be printed by Durham Printing

Company, Asheboro, North Carolina,

with Dr. F. C. Lester in the double

role of editor and managing editor.

The Board of Publications takes

this opportunity to extend its grati-

tude to Mr. Kernodle for his faithful

services. Such devotion to The
Christian Sun as Mr. Kernodle has

shown should inspire others to renew
their concern for the continued suc-

cess of The Sun.

Walstein W. Snyder,
Ch'ni Board of Publications.

World Council Central Committee

To Meet in Hungary from

July 27 to August 5

An elaborate welcome is being pre-

pared in Hungary for over 100 church

vistors who are expected to attend

the Central Committee meeting of

the World Council of Churches, to be

held in Matrahaza July 29 to August
5.

Bishop Albert Berezesky of the

Reformed Church of Hungary and
Dr. Imre Kadar editor of the Hun-
garian Church Press visited the

World Council of Churches headquar-

ters in Geneva June 2 to 4, to consult

concerning plans for the Central

Committee meeting. They revealed

that interest is running- high among
the 2.000 local Protestant parishes

and that a "special ecumenical day"
is being pointly planned by the Re-
formed, Lutheran, Methodist and
Baptist churches on July 1. "Unity
of the Christian churches" has been

announced as the theme for "ecu-
menical day.

'

'

Study groups are already at work
in the local congregations of Hun-
gary along lines which are remark-
ably similar to those which local com-
munities set up in this country prior

to the Evanston Assembly. They are

studying the two main themes which
will be dealt with during the Central

Committee meetings: "Proselytism
and Religious Liberty" and "The
Churches and the Building of a Re-

sponsibility International Society.
'

'

Dr. Kadar told World Council offici-

als, "The Hungarian congregations

feel that the Central Committee mem-
bers are guests not only of the Hun-
garian Ecumenical Council but of all

the local parishes. For many months, '

'

he revealed, "the churches have been

praying, studying and making spec-

( Continued on page 15.)
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Editorial

Intorducing the New Editor
Dr. F. C. Lester, pastor of the Asheboro Con-

gregational Christian Church, has been elected edi-

tor of The Christian Sun, curator of the Church

History Room at Elon College, and historian of the

Southern Convention. The election of an editor

was referred to the Board of Publications and the

Executive Committee of the Convention at die re-

cent biennial session of the Convention held in May.

Dr. Lester is eminently qualified both by train-

ing and experience to meet his new^ responsibilities.

Dr Lester grew up in Mt. Bethel Congregational

Christian Church, which has a notable record for

sending its young men into the ministry. He was

graduated from Elon College in 1918, and earned

the Bachelor of Divinity degree from the Divinity

School of Yale University. Defiance College, Ohio,

conferred the Doctor of Divinity degree on him in

1944.

Dr. Lester brings to the editorship of The Chris-

tian Sun the experience of years of successful pas-

toral work. Shortly after he completed his seminary

work he accepted a pastorate in the Eastern Virginia

Conference. For thirteen years he was engaged in

the ministry to churches in that Conference. He
also took an active interest in the general work of

the Southern Convention and the Church at large.

In 1936 Dr. Lester was elected editor of The
Christian Sun, succeeding Dr. J. O. Adcinson, who
while serving as Missions Secretary had also edited

The Christian Sun and exercised general supervision

of all the Convention interests. Two years later the

office of Executive Secretary of the Convention was
established, and Mr. Lester was elected to that posi-

tion, which was subsequently changed to superin-

tendent. He served the Convention from 1938 to

1946. The first two years of that time he also edited

The Christian Sun.

Superintendent Lester assisted in organizing the

Asheboro Congregational Christian Church in 1939,

was called to serve as its pastor in 1946, and entered

upon his active pastorate there on July 1 of that

year. During Dr. Lester's pastorate the church
membership has grown from 62 to 205, and the

church school enrollment from 85 to 300. In 1948

the church erected a splendid building which at

present prices would probably cost $100,000.

Space does not permit us to list all the services

Dr. Lester has rendered the Southern Convention.

Some of us would put at the top of the list his mar-
riage to Miss Emily Carleton of Florida. Certainly

his wedding day was a great occasion for him and
the Southern Convention. Mi's. Lester has been
active in all phases of the Convention program. She
it at this time president of the Southern Convention
Women's Fellowship. There are three other fine

members of the Lester family—Elizabeth, Dorothy,

and Harry.

Dr. Lester faces a real challenge, and has an
opportunity to render a distinctive service to the

Southern Convention. He has three new titles, but

his work in the three capacities is closely related

He can be counted upon to give his new work the

careful though and the assiduous labor which has

characterized his entire ministry.

We congratulate Dr. Lester and the Convention
for establishing this new relationship. Let us sup-

port Dr. Lester with such assistance as we can give,

and with our constant prayers.

Every Preacher Should be an Editor
Every preacher has some definite ideas as to

how the journal of his denomination should be

edited. He should have an opportunity to try his

hand. He would soon find out that editing a reli-

gious paper is not so easy as it appears. He would
also learn that other people can be very critical of

the way he might do the task.

The preacher who tries his hand at editing

soon views his own writing with a critical eye.

Especially will this be true if he has been accustomed
to speak extemporaneously. He will not work long
at the task before he will be amazed at the number
of incorrect spellings for simple words. As he
views the slips in grammatical construction which
come to his desk, he will wonder how often similar

discrepancies may have occured in his own speech
or writing.

As this writer lays down his editorial pencil,
he is deeply grateful for the opportunity to work at
the task for the past two years. It was a case of an

old dog learning new tricks, but one can be hopeful

in most any situation. Physical disabilities came,

when the work was just begun; but people have

been wonderfully kind, patient and long-suffering.

We wish to thank all those who have helped by

sending news items, special articles, regular features,

and suggestions as to how better work can be done
in the churches. The departmental editors are due
special thanks. Such cooperation helps a good editor.

For a crippled one it was a life-saver.

Superintendent Scott is accustomed to lending

a hand at every weak spot. Our thanks to him for

his unfaltering aid. Mr. John T. Kernodle, as man-
aging editor, carried his own responsibility and a

large share of the editor's. May the good Lord re-

ward him, for this and for the consecrated service

he has rendered The Christian Sun through the

years.

Thank you, and may God's blessings be with

you.
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Your Actions Betray You
By REV. ALBERT N. HONAKER

And Jesus came and said to

them, "All authority in heaven and

on earth has heen given to me.

Go therefore and make disciples

of all nations, baptizing them, in

the name of the Father and of the

Son and of the Holy Spirit, teach-

ing them to observe all that I have

commanded you; and lo, I am
with you always, even to the close

of the aye."—Matt. 28:18-20 (R-

SV).

In this passag'e of Scripture, note

particularly Jesus' emphasis on

teaching. He says nothing at all

about preaching and healing; the

other two phases of his earthly min-

istry. Just before ascending to his

Father in heaven he says to his dis-

ciples : "Go ye therefore, and teach

all nations ..." Teaching them

to observe whatsoever I have com-

manded you ..." I think Jesus

put it this way for a real purpose.

For, you see, good teaching is really

preaching, and giving the facts al-

ways heals the hearts and heads of

men. Teaching is a great profession.

We live in a world filled with Com-
munism and fear. A time when prob-

lems are great and far-spread—when
there are major problems on every

hand. It is a time for great teach-

ing. Teaching means to present the

truth—and if there is anything that

Communism looks upon as evil—it

is truth. Communism cannot survive

in the presence of truth. Fear is

removed and men become contident

and strong wherever truth is found.

"Know the truth and the truth shall

make you free." And we have seen

in our own lives men and women rise

above great problems or limitations

because they had the facts.

Teaching must go on, over and

over a^ain. There is always some-

one who has never heard. And you
never know when some slight inci-

dent will set the stage for learning.

Someone who has sat and heard for

a thousand times but r.ever learned,

suddenly, through some simple inci-

dent, preceives a new light and re-

ceives the truth. The reading of a

book, a terrible accident, or tlie sim-

ple falling of an apple may set the

stage for a great learning process.

Destiny seems to bring all the loose

NOTE—Ta'k delivered to Vacation Cliurch

School Institute, Arlinglftp, Methodist Church,
Wednesday, April 25, |05fi.-—Scrjpture, Mat-
thew 28:18-20, ' "

'

"

ends of life together at a common
point and present us, in that moment,

with real knowledge. That is one of

the great things about the Bil)le. You
can read it through a dozen times and

always find something new in it. An
old phrase, a familiar passage takes

on new life simply because our minds

and Iiearts are keenly tuned to a new
interpretation. All past experiences

lead us to that point—and we are

ready to learn.

Cancer is a dread disease of our

day. There are seven danger signs

that have been published in every

quarter. It would seem that Ave could

stop talking about tliem now. But
teaching goes on and on, for many
have read them who have never learn-

ed them. They must be told over and

OA er acrain so that all might learn and
l\:now. Good teaching can ncA^r stop.

It must pass on to coming genera-

tions.

There is only one real qua,lifi.ca,tio7i

for teaching. A teacher miist be in

love with teaching. It must be the

most important thing in the world.

Nothing else could take its place. We
liA'e in a world AA^here men Avill pa}^

$100,000 a year to a baseball player

Avho does nothing more than enter-

tain them—Avho giA^es nothing of last-

ing A'alue to life. And yet, we dis-

lilce paying our teachers $3,000 a

year—in Avhose hands Ave place the

training of tomorroAv's leaders. The
pay is not high—our teachers are

most often underpaid—but if you (as

a teacher) Avould not choose teaching

even if the salary Avere doubled or

trebled elsewhere, you are in the

wrong job and you are hurtina' the

teacliing profession. A teacher must
be in love Avith her job.

Why is it that men Avill speak so

freely and quickly of the things they

dislike, and yet, Avill harbor in their

hearts the things that touch them
deeply. If someone does soraethinc:

Avrong it will only be a fcAV hours be-

fore the AA'hole neighborhood hears.

But if someone has been touched
deeply by another, he Avill hold and
cherish it silently for years. Perhaps
is is because it is too precious to talk

about. Rarely is a teacher who has
made a profound impression, told

about it, but the miracle has taken
place and that is all that really

counts. To have opened a mind to

life's greater realms, or to have

' Page Five

changed the course of a whole life,

is a great thing. Teaching is not a

job often praised, it's true, but it has

its own rcAvards. The other day I

found this little item AA'hich is hum-
orously profound

:

A Tribute to Teachers.

A salute to the unsung teacher

begins with this well-deserved eu-

logy: A teacher is courage with

kleenex in its pocket, sympathy

striiggling Avith a snowsuit, and

patience with papers to grade . . .

A teacher really does not mind the

sniffles, squirmings, stomach aches,

spills, sloth, and sauciness. Neith-

er does she disintegrate before

tears, trifles, fiehts, futilitA-. ex-

cuses, parents Avho spout, little

boys AA'ho shout, and little girls who
pout . . . Most of all, a teacher

is somebody who likes somebody
pise's children . . . and still has

the strength left to go to the PTA
meeting. Thank heaA'en for teach-

ers !

Yes, that nuts it in its proper per-

spective. Someone who takes care of

someone else's responsibilities— and

enjoys doing it.

Ijike happiness, teaching is a by-

product. It is an indirect process.

The best teaching "rubs off." It is

not the simple presentation of facts.

While attending the University of

, we had professors who were

well-trained experts in their field.

They knew all the theories and all

the facts. Tliey kncAV their subject

and pi*esented it concisely and clear-

ly. We got the facts but Ave were

not deeply impressed. There were

other professors who Avere not experts

but Avho knew most of the facts.

What they had to say came not simp-

ly from thoir heads, but from their

hearts, and we never forgot it.

Coming along as a little fellow in

Sunday school, I recall tAvo teachers.

Mrs. Murray was one who took our

class of Avigcling boys, Avhose short

legs did not reach the floor. All we
wanted to do was to play and have

a good time. She came to class smil-

ing, with her face beaming and a

ripple of happiness in her voice. She

talked to us as if what she had to say

Avas the most important thing in the

Avorld and she Avanted to share it Avith

us. I don't remember one single

word she said

—

But I remember Mrs.

Murray.

Or later on, Avhen Mr. Hurley took

the same class of a little larger boys

and a little meaner. He was the sort

(CoTitimied on page 14.)
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Congregational Christians Vote

for Merger Program

After 31 hours of almost contin-

uous meetings the delegates at the

biennial session of the National Coun-

cil, on last Saturday, gave overwhelm-

ing approval to the plans for the mer-

ger of the Congregational Christian

Churches and the Evangelical and

Reformed Church.

With the expanded horizon in

sight, facts and figures were present-

ed to the denomination's general

council concerning its growing pro-

gram—of evangelism, education and

church building.

More than four million dollars a

year is being spent in this work, said

Dr. Truman Douglas, executive of

the home missions board, with both

"qualitive improvement" as well as

"numerical groAvth."

But as delegates heard reports on

the church's schools, colleges, hospi-

tals, race-relations projects and other

affairs, attention centered on possi-

bilities ahead in the bigger, combined

church.

"It is a demonstration of a new
dimension of church unity,

'

' said Dr.

Fred Hoskins of Oak Park, 111., new-

ly-elected "minister" of Congrega-

tional Christians, their chief admin-

istrative officer.

He said the merger has "an aspect

of comprehensiveness" and offers a

"pattern of church unity," which

may enable other churches of varying

traditions and backgrounds to unite

in "essential purpose."

Dr. James E. Wagoner of Phila-

delphia, president of the E. and R.

church, appearing before the council,

said this union would mean an "en-

richening and strengthening" of both

churches.

"Congregational Christians will

bring us a greater sense of the respon-

sibility of local consjregations, " he

said. "We will probably bring into

the union a larger sense of affinity

with the great historic Christian tra-

ditions.
'

'

Pinal approval of the union came
in an emotion-packed swirl of both

enthusiasm and apprehensions. Op-
ponents fought the plan down to the

last, voicing fears that traditional

church freedoms would be lost.

The Rev, Malcolm Burton of Pon-

tiac, Mich., leader of an anti-merger

faction, said of the result

:

"The palace guard and the deno-

minational camp followers may hold

their part together, but out in the

grass roots, it's a different story."

He said this group had no "defi-

nite plans" for any further legal

action to try to stop the merger, but

that such a move could develop in

the future.

"To try to unite free churches

with a single national church witli an

authoritarian system is crazy," he

said. He added he'd also oppose any
union with such churches as Metho-

dists, Episcopalians or Presbyterians.

The union is the first in American
protestantism to cut across the local

Like many today who are going all

out for the "$64,000 Question" or
'

' The Big Surprise, '

' we are all seem-

ingly on the hunt for a land of Uto-

pia. Oscar Wilde once said, "A map
of the world that does not include

Utopia is not worth glancing at, for

it leaves out the one country at whicli

hum.anity is ahvays landing. When
it lands there, looks out and sees a

better country, it again sets sail.

Progress is the realization of Uto-

pias."

Is this, really, what Utopia means
today? Are we not old-fashioned if

we appreciate betterment any more?
In all the turmoil and confusion of

the day, there is a decidely ungrate-

ful attitude toward what we have

gained beyond the accomplishments

of our fathers and grand fathers-

-

whether in methods, machinery, eco-

nomics or whatever else. Unlike peo-

ple of other days, we sit in the midst

of wealth and long for something
different.

Years ago mankind longed for great

colleges and universities. Now we
Jiave them, and still we> pine for even
greater schools of learning. Once
men suffered from hunger; now they

die from overeatinir. They wenl. nak-

ed for the want of clothing; iiow they
suffer agony because others cm dress

'

' autonomy '

' of Congregationalism

and the more cohesive E. and R.

system.

The council's action set June, 1957,

in Cleveland for the founding con-

clave of the new church, with each

body sending 357 delegates.

The new church was urged to take

"every possible step" to "attain full

unity with those who may intend in

conscience to remain separate" from

the united church.

How many churches will take this

course remained a question. But

some delegates said their churches

Avill stay out, at least for the time

being.

Almost 100 churches took part

early this year in organizing a "na-

tional association of congregational

churches," resembling the nueleous

of a possible future separate church.

Altogether, there are 5,570 congre-

gational Christian churches, with 1,-

n-12,045 members, and 2,750 E. and

R. congregations, with 775,000 mem-
bers.

finer, more expensively or in greater

taste. Children used to slave 12 to

14 hours a day in filthy factories and
lie down to sleep at night by their

machines. Now they are kept in

school until they are ready to go out

and rule the world. Although this is

an exaggerated comparison, many are

going out from the colleges and uni-

versities today to jobs which are pay-

ing them as much as others, with simi-

lar degress, plus 10 to 12 years of

experience, are getting on the same

job. Yet they are not satisfied. They

want something more, perhaps a plea-

sure yacht, or a trip arcund the

world.

Why is there so much misery in

wealth, victory, education and demo-

cracy today, anyhow? Is it because

of hatred, jeolousy, economic and
general social unrest? Or is it a

l<jck of faith and appreciation for the

God-given graces by which we, as a

people, have been privileged to pros-

per?

Instead of pausing and inventory-

ing what we have accomplished and

how much better off we are tlian our

forefathcT'S, and feeling tlianlvfui for

it, we tend to pine or sulk and pity

ourselves because we haven't been

able to keep up with the JonQses,

(Gontin\:^e4 on page 15.)

The Quest for the Good Life

By FRED F. MYRICK
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News of Elon College
President L. E. Smith, Elon College, N. C.

West Dorm Renovation Started

Continuing the building- program

whicli produced two new dormitories

and a new dining hall on the Elon

College campus during the past year,

workmen started operations this Aveek

on the complete renovation of the

West Dormitory, which has long been

the principle residence hall for Elon's

women students.

The renovation of AVest Dormitory

was set up as an integral part of the

over-all building program, but con-

tractors were unable to begin work

on this job until after the new build-

ings were completed and until after

the close of the regular college year.

The dormitory was occupied during

the year and could not be vacated

until after the close of the term.

All furnishings were removed from

West Dormitory last week, and the

contractors are already started with

the project that will provide thor-

oughly modern and comfortable resi-

dence facilities. When renovated,

the dormitory will rank on virtual

par with the new dormitories tliat

have just been completed.

Plans call for removal of a num-

ber of interior walls of the structure,

rearrangement of rooms and instal-

lation of entirely new and modern
plumbing throughout. The first floor

is expected to be used for faculty

housing, with the upper floors to be

given over to the girls. The dormi-

tory is connected by a corridor with

Virginia Hall, new girls' dormitory.

Elon College Summer School

Sets Enrollment Record

The 1956 summer school at Elon

College, following the example set

by the regular 1955-56 college term,

shows a record enrollment in both

the day classes and the evening school.

Complete figures for the summer
term have just been compiled in the

office of Miss Hazel Walker, the col-

lege registrar.

The figures for the first summer
term, which will come to a close on

Friday, July 13, show that there are

456 students in attendance. Of this

number, there are 81 attending the

regular day-time classes and 175 at-

tending the night classes. Another

large attendance is also expected for

the second 6-weeks gimnner term,

which will open on Monday, July

16th.

The records show that 28 of the

day-time students are also taking one

or more courses at night, filling in

needed credits that are not being

given in day classes at the present

time. This reflects an added value

for the Elon night-class program,

which is also arranged as to dove-

tail closely with the regular day-

time curriculum.

The summer enrollment reflects a

continuation of the record number of

students who attended Elon during

the past 1955-56 college year. The

attendance for the fall, winter and
spring quarters included 885 in the

day classes and 441 in the night class-

es, giving a total for the year of

1,296 individuals registered during

the entire year. Advance registra-

tion for the 1956-57 term indicate

that number will be surpassed for

the coming year.

*****
Declaration of Purpose

Carolina Hall—Declarations

:

Name of Church Amount
Eastern N. C. Conference:

Auburn $ 7159.50

Beginning Nov., ,56; 5 years.

Antioch 451.50

Beginning April, 56; 5 years.

Damascus 465.50

Beginning Jan., 57; 5 years.

Hayes Chapel 362.25

Beginning Nov., 56; 5 years.

New Hope , 1,048.25

Beginning 1956.

H(ipe Mills 414.75

Beginning Jan., 57; 5 years.

lOutaw Community 595.00

Beginning Jan., 56; 5 yeari.

Betlilehem 294.00

Beginning 1956; 5 years.

Clayton Christian 600.00

Beginning Jan., 57.

Henderson, First 2,308.00

Beginning 1956; 5 years.

Mt. Auburn 1,120.00

Beginning .Tan., 56; 5 years.

Martha's Cliapel 297.00

Beginning 1956.

Church of Wide Fellowaliip 2,289.00

Beginning .Tan., 57; 5 years.

Belnali 1,137.50

Moore Union 392.00

Beginning July, 56; 5 years.

Wake Chapel 4,079.25

Youngsville Cliristian 300.00

Total $16,913.50

N. C. and Va. Conference:

Pfafftnwn $ 463.75

Beginning .Tan., 56; 5 years,

ffnitod 1,459.50

Beginning Oct,, 56; 5 years.

Lakeview 218.75

Lebanon 939.75

Beginning Jan., 58; 10 years.

Beverly Hills 886.00

Beginning Nov., 56; 5 years.

Monticello 822.50

Beginning Aug., 56 ; 5 years.

Belews Creek 834.75

Beginning 1956; 5 years.

Zion 175.00

Beginning .Tan., 1956; 5 years.

Burlington, First 10,000.00

Beginning Nov., 56; 5 years.

Churcli of the Covenant 175.00

Beginning Oct., 56; 5 years.

Shallow Ford 1,800.00

Beginning Oct., 56; 18 years.

Salem Chapel 740.00

Beginning .Tan., 57; 5 years.

Mt. Zion 1,000.00

Beginning Jan., 56; 10 years.

Center 281.75

Beginning Sept., 50; 5 years.

Betliel 1,034.25

Beginning Jan., 1956; 5 years.

Greensboro, First 5,887.00

Beginning Oct., 56; 1956.

Union 1,500.00

Beginning Nov., 57 ; 10 years.

Personal 500.00

Haw Kiver 1,534.75

Beginning 1957; 5 years.

Hebron 300.00
Beginning 1956; 10 years.

Total $30,552.75

Virginia Hall—Declarations :

Eastern Va. Conference:

Windsor $ 2,841.00

Beginning Oct., 56; 5 years.

Union 2,019.00

Beginning Jan., 56; 5 years.

Suffolk Cliristian 10,000.00
Beginning Oct., 1956; 5 years.

Total $14,860.00

Virginia Valley Conference:

Antioch $ 900.00

Beginning Jan., 57; 5 years.

Bethel . . - 912.00

Beginning 1956; 10 years.

Ingram 1,748.25

Beginning Jan., 57; 8 years.

Total $ 3,560.25

Total pledged for Carolina Hall $47,466.25
Total pledged, Virginia Hall . . $18,420.25

Carolina Hall—Payments

:

N. C. and Va. Conference:
Zion $ 5.84

Bethel 202.00

Mt. Zion 331.00

Monticello 35.00

New Hope 27.53

Pfafftown 10.00

$ 611.37

Eastern N. O. Conference:

Wake Chapel $500.00

$ 500.00

Total payments, Carolina Hall . $ 1,111.37

Virginia Hall—Payments:
Virginia Valley Conference:

Bethlehem $ 75.00

Bethel 18.02

$ 93.02

Eastern Va. Conference:

Franklin $500.00

.Johnson's Grove 205.00

$ 705.00

Total payments, Virginia IBfall . $ 798.02
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Church Women at Work
With Emphasis on Missions

Mrs. J. H. Booth, Jr., Editor

143 Winchester Drive, Hampton, Va.

Eleventh Annual School of Missions

Opens July 10, at Elon College

Mrs. Henry E. Robinson and her

committee have done a splendid job

in planning the School of Missions

this year. You will not Avant to miss

this fine school nor will you want to

miss the opportunity of livins; in

Virginia Hall, the new dormitory for

girls.

Things You Will Want to Know.

Time.—Registration begins at 1 :00

p. ra. on Tuesday, July 10. First

session begins at 2.30 p. m. in AVhit-

ley Auditorium. School closes with

noon meal on Friday, July 13.

Cost.— (For those who will be liv-

ing in Virginia Hall) $10.00 Avhich

includes board, room, and registra-

tion fee.

Bring.—Bibles, devotional mater-

ial, notebook, and writing equipment,

bedding, linens, pillow, etc. For those

who are coming by the day: $2.00

registration fee for the full session

;

50 cents registration fee for one day.

Please pay these fees for it is your

part in defraying the expenses of the

school.

Mornings ivill include — Bishop

Rodriguez, president of Silliman Uni-

versity in the PhiHppines, presenting

the Missions study on Southeast Asia.

Miss lone Catton, of the Missions

Council will present the Bible study,

"The Sermon on the Mount." Mrs.

Henry Kennedy, Jr. of the Evangeli-

cal and Reformed Churches will pre-

sent the Home Missions study, "Mis-

sions: U. S. A."

Afternoons will include — There

will be three classes, each class a

unit so the delegates or those attend-

ing can attend all three if they so

desire. "Program Planning" will be

taught by Miss lone Catton. "The
Presidents Meet their Problems" will

be taught by Mrs. David Shepherd of

Virgilina. "Financing Your Bud-
get" is the third class and will re-

place the one announced earlier.

Mrs. F. C. Lester, president of the

Southern Convention Women's Fel-

lowship has been attending the CTen -

eral Council of Congregational Chris^

tian Churches held in Omaha Neb.

Mrs. Kennedy. Member of Board of

National Missions of Southern

Synod of E. & R. Church
to Speak at School

of Missions

"Mission: U. S. A." will be pre-

sented by Mrs. Henry Kennedy, Jr.,

member of Evangelial and Reformed
Church who holds a number of im-

portant offices in her deomination.

She is a member of the E. & R.

Church in Tliomasville, North Caro-

MRS. HENRY KENNEDY, JR.,

of Thomasville, North Carolina, who will

present Home missions Study at the School

of Missions.

lina and vice president of her local

Women's Guild as well as chairman

of the Department of Missionary

Education.

Mrs. Kennedy is a member of the

Board of National Missions of the

Southern Synod and has just finished

a four-year term as chairman of the

Department of Missionary Education
of the Southern Synodieal Women's
Guild. She is also chairman of the

C!hristian Social Action Department
of the Piedmont Regional Women's
Guild.

Besides work in her home church
and the Synodieal she is also inter-

ested in community organizations. At
present she is a member of the Inter-

national Relations Committee of the

State Federation of Home Demon-
stration Clubs. Mrs. Kennedy is in

great demand in her area as a speaker.

We are pleased that she will be

with us at the School of Missions to

represent the Evangelical and Re-

formed Women and to present our

home theme.

"Southeast Asia" and "Mission Field:

U. S. A.," Mission Study

Themes for 1956-57

The Church's role in Southeast

Asia and in our own country will be

the subject of intensive study during

1956-57. Southeast Asia and Mission

Field: U. S. A. are the two interde-

nominational mission themes chosen

by the Congregational Christian de-

nomination and 27 other denomina-

tions who form the Board of Mana-

gers of the Joint Commission on Mis-

sionary Education of the National

Council of Churches of Christ in the

United States of America.

Southeast Asia ? What is it ? Where
it is? Who are its People? It is a

great area of green peninsulas and is-

lands set like gems in the Indian and

Pacific Oceans. It ranges from

Burma east through Ahialand, Ma-

laya, Indo-China, Indonesia, to the

Philippine Islands and Taiwan (For-

mosa )

.

Southeast Asia is as far around the

globe as you can get from the United

States. Traveling east or west from

its center, an American would be

coming home. Until the 1940 's most

of us knew little about this vast area.

But war and movements towards in-

dependence have put these countries

in the world spotlight.

The people are immensely varied

in custom, costume and religion. They

are Budhists, Muslims, Hindus, Ani-

mists, Christians, people of almost

e\'ery religion—and some of no re-

ligion. Yet they all have the same

deep yearning as we for a better life.

To aid us in our study on this

theme the Women's Packets Avhich

Avill be on sale at the School of Mis-

sions will include East from Burma
by Constance M. Hallock. The price

of this book is $1.25. This is the

book Avhich our literature committee

iias selected for general reading. It

would be nice for each circle to have

at least one of these books so it could

be circulated and read by all mem-
bers.

The Church in Southeast Asia by

Winburn T. Thomas and Rajah B.

Manikam is the basic study book

which will be used for book reviews.

This book will be on sale at the School

of Missions but it will not be in the
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packet. The price of this book is

$1.25.

Mission Field: U. 8. A., our home

theme points out that the United

States is part of the world, and the

Church's mission to the U. S. A. is

part of its world mission—contrary

to the usual thinking of American

church members. Mission: U. 8. A.,

by James W. Hoffman will be in the

packet. This is the book which has

been selected for general reading and

also for study. The price of this book

is $1.25.

Be Ye Doers is the title of the

Bible Study book which will be in

the packet. This is based on The

Sermon on the Mount. Miss lone

Catton is the author and she will

present it at the School of Missions.

The cost of this book is only 2oe. A
copy for each member would be most

helpful.

Think On These Things, the Pro-

gram book, will also be in the packet.

The price of this is 50c.

It will mean much to the Litera-

ture Committee and to the local fel-

lowship if these packets can be pur-

chased at the School of Missions.

General Council Week
in Omaha

More than 1,500 delegates and 530

associate delegates have assembled

in Omaha, Nebraska for the 13th bi-

ennial session of the General Council.

The most outstanding thing her:' is

the heat—it may be 94 at 10:30 p.

m. ; 94 at 9 :00 a. m. and 102 at noon !

Fortunately, the Music Hall, where

the General Council sessions are held

is air-conditioned, so the attendance

at the meetings is very, very good

—

no one wants to brave the heat to

stand on the outside and tallv.

This is being written on Thursday.

Much important business has been

introduced, but little transacted as

yet. The one important item has

be^n the election of a new moderator
for the General Council—George B.

Hastings of Grant, Nebraska, a lay-

man, a lawyer, former Aemrican Leg-
ion commander for Nebraska, and
former state senator, active chur'cli-

man for fifty years. As he accepted

the post of Moderator, he said, "I
propose to be a lay ambassador for

Christ."

One of the fraternal delegates in-

troduced to the Council was Bishop
Eodrigues of the Philippines, who is

to teach the course on Southeast Asia
at the School of Missioris thi§ summer.

With him in lovely Filipino sostiime

was his wife.

A beautiful service of worship with

communion occured on the opening

night, with Moderator A. B. Coe giv-

ing his address. Tlie order of service

was taken from the "Directory for

the Pablique Worship of God, 1644."

Thirty-six laymen from all over the

country served as deacons for the

service, being especially consecrated

for this purpose.

AVith no other nominations from

the floor, the election of two high of-

ficials is certain, although it has not

actually occurred as yet: Dr. Fred

Hoskins becomes secretary and Min-

ister of the General Council, succeed-

ing Dr. Douglas Horton, who resign-

ed a year ago. Dr. Fred Buschmeyer
continues as assistant secretary and

minister, an office he has held for six

years. And so two "Freds" will be

the executive leaders of our denomi-

nation for the coming biennium, at

least.

The Thursday evening session was

under the auspices of the Council for

Social Action, with the address on

Civil Liberties. Churchmanship A-

wards were given by the Council for

Social Action posthumously to Dr.

Ruth Isabel Seabury, who has visited

the Southern Convention many times

—who received a doctor's degree

from Elon College; to Dr. Clark P.

Garman, who was a Christian Church
missionary to Japan before the mer-

ger, and who has also visited the

Southern Convention. Since his re-

tirement he has worked with Japa-

nese Americans and is now in liis

eightieth year. The third award went
to the Negro and white ministers of

Montgomery, Alabama, who witli

"passive resistance" through a re-

fusal to ride on busses have used a

peaceful method of resisting what
they felt to be injustices.

Other information will have to

wait for a later issue of Thk Chris-

tian Sun. Delegates from the

Southern Convention include : Sup-

erintendent W. T. Scott; member of

the Executive Committee, Rev. Jesse

Dollar; Rev. George Alley, Rev. and
Mrs. Jack Akin (and daughter). Rev.

W. J. Andes, iMr. and Mrs. p]dward
Bresko, ]\Iartin Garren, Rev. and Mrs.

F. C. Lester, Mr. Mark McAdams,
Rev. L. M. Prcsnell, Rev. Henry Rob-
inson, Dr. L. E. Smith, Rev. Wal-
stein S'nyder, Rev. Carl Wallace, Dr.

W. E. Wisseman, Rev. Clyde 0. Koon,
and Rev, Frfink R. Hamilton.

Emily Lester,

New Building to Be Erected at

Indiana School of Religion

The Indiana School of Religion,

located since 1910 in Bloomington,

Illinois, announced on Monday of

this week, that construction of a new
$100,000 building will begin shortly

at a new site.

Dr. D. J. Bowden, dean of the inter-

denominational institution, said the

school had arrange a transfer of prop-

perty with Indiana University and
Avill be moved from its present loca-

tion on East Third Street to a site

at Seventh and Union Streets.

Lilly EndoAvment, Inc., of Indian-

apolis, has offered a grant of $37,500

for the new building, provided the

school raises a like amount, Dean
Bowden said. He said that the re-

maining $25,000 needed for the new
construction is already in hand.

The two-story structure of con-

temporary design will be of native

limestone. It Avili contain classrooms,

library, seminar rooms and offices.

The library in the new building

will accomodate ten thounsand vol-

umes, with adequate reading roonr

facilities for study and research.

S'ppcial rooms are provided for rare

books and for photographing, deve-

loping, printing and storing of micro-

film strips. Modern audio-visual ma-
terials and equipment will also be

available for study and instruction

purposes.

Seminar rooms are provided for

small classes and discussion groups,

for student group meetings and stu-

dent-faculty conferences. They will

al^o be available to ministers of the

community for counseling with indi-

vidual students or with small groups.

Proximity to the University residence

lialls makes these rooms particularly

advantageous for such purposes.

The school serves primarily to make
available courses in religion to stu-

dents enrolled in Indiana University'.

Classes in Bible and religion are held

both on the University campus and in

the School of Religion building. The
courses include studies in Old Testa-

inei't, New T-istament, Tlie History
of Christian Thought and Practice,

Judaisin and The Peligions of the

World. Instruction is non-sectarian

and both Christian and Jewish faiths

a}-.' represented on the teaching staff.

People will sit up and take notice

of you if you will sit uj) and take

notice of what makes them sit up and
take notice,

—Frank Eomer.
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For Our Children

"Run Patsy!"

By Frances F. Wright

When Aunt Lucy came to live at

Patsy's house, Patsy was not a bit

pleased. Aunt Lucy was very old, and

Patsy's great-aunt. She couldn't

stand much noise. Patsy had to keep

quiet in the house, and she didn't

like that. Aunt Lucy was trouble-

some, too, she was always calling on

Patsy to run errands for her.

'

' Run child,
'

' she would say,
'

' run

and fetch me a pillow. My back

hurts." Or "Pvun child, and bring

me my old carpet slippers. My feet

hurt.
'

'

Aunt Lucy had a canary bird. He
lived in a cage that hung by the win-

dow in Aunt Lucy's room. The can-

ary was named Twitter. Every morn-

ing Aujit Lucy called on Patsy to

come and help her clean Twitter's

cage, and put fresh water in his foun-

tain, and fresh seed in his pan. At

first Patsy enjoyed helping to care

for Twitter, but soon she grew very

tired of it. Aunt Lucy was very par-

ticular, she made Patsy do every-

thing in a certain way.

Another thing that made trouble

for Patsy—Aunt Lucy couldn't see

very well. She had to use two pairs

of glasses. She was always calling,

"Run, Patsy, and get my other pair

of specs. I can't read without the

other pair. Look on the table."

One night Patsy said to her mother,

"1 wish Aunt Lucy hadn't come to

live with us. All I do is wait on her.
'

'

"Try not to mind too much. Pat-

sy," said Mother, "when I was a lit-

tle girl, and my mother was sick for

years and years. Aunt Lucy took

mighty good care of me."

In January, Patssy was sick. Slie

broke out all over with a fine red

rash. She itched and she scratched,

she burned and ached with fever. In

fact, she was just as miserable as a

child could be. The doctor said she

had measles. The worst of it was

that her ':'yes got very wealc. For
several days she had to lie in a dark-

ened room. It A'/as \'ery dull, and
Patsy got very cross.

One moning, the clay after her

eyes got bad, Patsy had a visitor. It

was Aunt Lucy. She sat down in a

rocker by Patsy's bed. She said, "I
know how you feel, child. When my
eyes first got bad I didn't know how
to pass on my time. I couldn't read.

I couldn't sew. I had to sit with fi
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bandage on my eyes. Then I got a

canary bird. He was a sight of com-

pany to me. And ever since, I've

kept a bird. When my eyes hurt,

and I can't read, I just sit and listen

to Twitter."

Aunt Lucy told Patsy a nice story

about he]' mother when she was a lit-

tle girl. She told liow her mother
wanted curls and tried to curl her

hair with irons, while no one was
looking, and scorched her hair. It was
a funny story. Patsy laughed and
laughed.

Next day Aunt Lucy came in again.

She brought Twitter in his cage. She

hung the cage near Patsy's bed. "I
thought you might like to hear him
sing a while," she said.

"Thank you, Aunt Lucy," said

Patsy, and she felt a little ashamed
that she had complained about help-

ing to take care of Twitter.

Every day, until Patsy's eyes were

well again. Aunt Lucy came in. In

one way or another, she made the

long day seem much shorter. One
day Patsy said,

'

' Mother, I love Aunt
Lucy now. I'm glad she came to live

with us."

And when Patsy's eyes were well

again, and she could run and play,

she listened for Aunt Lucy's call.

She didn't mind when she had to

stop playing to run for Aunt Lucy's

specs.

"I know I'm a heap of trouble to

you, child," said Aunt Lucy, one

day.

"No, you're not," said Patsy, "I
love you and I want to help you.'"

—Story Time.

* * # * *

How Old Are You?

Here is a unique and clever way to

learn the age of your friends. Learn
it by heart, and try it when you can.

It will amuse your friends and afford

a good mathematical exercise for

yourselves.

One day there came to the court

of a king a gray-haired professor, who
amused the king greatly. He told the

monarch a number of things he never

knew before, and tbe king was de-

lighted. But finally he came to a

point where the ruler wanted to

know the age of the professor; so he

thought of a mathematical problem.

"Ahem!" said the kin??, "I have

an interesting sum for you; it is a

trial in mental arithmetic. Think of

the month of your birth." Now, the

professor was sixty years old, and
had beeii born two days before Christ-

Jnne 2S, 1956

mas ; so he thought of twelve, Decem-

ber, being the twelfth month.

"Yes," said the professor.

"Multiply it by two," confined

the king.

"Yes."
"Add five."
'

' Yes,
'

' ansAvered the professor, do-

ing so.

"NoAv multiply by fifty."

"Yes."
"add your age."

"Yes."
"Subtract 365."

"Yes."
"Add 115."

"Yes."
"And noAV," said the king, "might

I ask what the result is?"

"Taa'cIvc hundred and sixty," re-

plied the prefessor, wonderingly.

"Tlianic you," was the king's re-

sponse. "So yon Avere born in De-

cember, sixty years ago, eh?"
"Why, hoAv in the Avorld do you

know ? '

' cried the professor.

"Wliy," retorted the king, "from
your ausAver—1260. The month of

your birth Avas the twelfth, and the

last tAvo figures give your age."

"Ha, ha, ha!" laugher the profes-

sor ;

'

' capital idea. I '11 try it on the

next person. It's a polite way of

finding out people's ages Avithout

their having any knowledge of what

one is attempting to do."

—

Selected.

Responsibility in National and

International Affairs

Sixty church leaders experienced

in problems of national and world

affairs from North America, Britian,

and the continent of Europe will

gather at Arnoldshain, Germany, July

0-14, for a conference on "The Re-

sponsibile Society in National and In-

ternational Affairs." The meeting

has been called by the Division of

Studies of the World Coimcil of

Churches of which Dr. Robert S.

Bilhcimer is director.

Co-chairmen of the meetings are

Dr. Egbert de Vries, Netherlands,

director of the Institute for Social

Affairs in The Hague, and Sir Ken-

neth G. Grubb, Great Britain, chair-

man of the Commission of Churches

on International Affairs.

Countries to be represented include

Canada, Czechoslovakia, East and

West Germany, France, Great Brit-

ain, Hungary, The Netherlands, Nor-

Avay, and the United States. The meet-

ing Avill be held near Franldort at the

EAangelical Academy of the Church

of Hesse-Nassau.
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Youth at Work in the Church
Rev. John S. Gea\t:s, Editor, Box 336, Blon College, N. C.

News from Bethlehem

(Nansemond)

Dear P. F. Friends:

Here it is again !—our last quarter

of the year. We have had much fun

and fellowship and just loads of work

too.

During this quarter, our mission

study book on the Indians was taught

by Mr. R. M. Hearn. He was simply

a wonderful speaker and everyone

enjoyed him tremendously. We were

delighted to have Eure and Antioch

Pilgrim Fellowship groups meet with

us that night also. x\n hour of fel-

lowship and getting acquainted fol-

lowed the study book plus refresh-

ments.

We are glad to report that we were

well represented at the Southern Con-

vention Pilgrim Fellowship Conven-

tion in Suffolk. We were also very

glad that we could help out by hav-

ing the Devotional to start the Con-

vention off right.

The Youth Fellowship has also

studied the Book of Hosea. It was

taught by one of the P. P. 'crs in our

group.

We have started a Home Mission

project in our P. F. If we know of

anyone who is sick or who can not

get out because of old age, we try to

send them flowers or fruit or a sun-

shine basket. We have found that

the older members of the church

especially, have enjoyed these small

gifts.

Well, I guess this will seem quite

funny, but at our last meeting, we
found out that we had enough money
to send in our quarterly apportion-

ment. So, if it has not arrived yet,

it probably will in a few days. Be-

live it or not, after paying our ap-

portionment we still had a little

money left in our treasury.

I guess that's enough about our

Senior group. Let's hear from the

Juniors of our church.

It looks like our Juniors are get-

ting long fine. They have seen a

movie on the Indians and they also

heard the inission study book taught.

After the mission boo]? study they

pla^'ed several Indian games. They
are also planning to send a seAvins

machine and other materials to the

Indians in South Dakota, I might
say that the Snior grqup i§ planning

to send some materials to our Indian

friends too.

Recently the Junior group had a

social hour at the Kenyard Hunt
Club, and from Avhat I can under-

stand, it was enjoyed by all who at-

tended.

I guess this nearly covers all that

tlie two groups have done this quar-

ter, but I will be looking forward to

I Think that God is Proud

By Grace Noll Cbowell

7 think that God is proud of those

who hear

A sorrow bravely—proud indeed of

them
Who vjalk straight through the dark

to find Him there,

And kneel in faith to touch His gar-

ment's hem..

Oh, proud of them who lift their

heads to shake

Aivay the tears from eyes that have

grown dim,

Who tighten quivering lips and turn

to take

The only road they know that leads

to Him.

How proud He nmst he of them—
He who knows

All sorrows, and hoiv hard grief is

to hear!

I think He sees them coming, and.

He goes

With outstreched arms and hands to

meet them there.

And with a look, a touch on the hand
or head,

Each finds his hurt heart strangely

comforted.

(This poem was sent in by Judy
Edwards.)

reporting to you again in September.

Wo wish everyone a happy < 'hristian

summer.

Judy Edwards, Reporter.

P. S.—We were very sad when we
I'.eard of Martha Brittle 's accident.

We are glad to report that she is do-

ing fine now while recovering nicely

in Louise Obici Memorial Hospital.

Hurry and get well, Martlia! (Ed.

Note: Martha is the new secretary of

the Southern Convention P. F. May-
be some of you would like to send her

a get-well card at R. F. D. 3, Suf-
folk, Va., W^e hope she will be home
by the time this goes to press.)

Mission Study Books for Young

People

Two timely and significant mis-

sion study themes for 1956-57 have

been chosen by representatives of our

denomination and twenty-seven other

denominations who form the Board
of Managers of the Joint Commission

on Missionary Education of the Na-

tional Council of Churches of Christ

in the United States of America. The
"world" theme centers on Southeast

Asia; and the homeland theme is:

Mission Field: U. S. A.

In connection with the homeland
theme it is recommended that the fol-

lowing books be used by the young
people of our Southern Convention

:

Mission Field, U. S. A.

Young People.

There Is No End, by R. Dean Good-

win, is the story of Mr. Goodwin's

travels over some twelve thousand

miles to get firsthand the report of

what "Mission Field, U. S. A." is

like and what the church is doing

about it.

Junior Highs

It Happened This Way, by Prances

Nail, is a collection of nine action

packed stories about teen-agers who
live in different parts of the United

States—Chinatown in San Francisco,

a shrimper's cabin in Mississippi, a

basement flat in an Ohio city, a farm-

house in Georgia, and various other

places. The names of the teen-agers

have been changed; otherwise, it

"happened this way."
For the world theme the following

recommendations

:

Southeast Asia.

Young People.

Give and Take by Herman C.

Aherns, is the story about the ex-

periences of young people in a work
camp in Southeast Asia. Differences

in customs and ideas show up in the

"give and take" of camp life.

Junior Highs.

Day After Tomorrow by Alice

Hudson Lewis, is a collection of six

stories which transports the reader

across the Pacific to life among teen-

agos boys and girls living in Malaya,

Taiwan (Formosa), Burma, the Phil-

ippines, etc. He finds out what their

world is like today and what each

one hopes to do "day after tomor-

row."

Eacli of these books is $1.25 (pa-

pf-r) and has a guide to go witli it at

50 cents. They will be on sale at the

School of Missions or can be secured

by writing The Pilgrim Press, 14

Beacon St., Boston 8, Mass.
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Sunday School Lesson
By Re^^. H. S. Hardcastle, D. D.

Jesus Is the Son of God

Lesson II

—

July 8, 1956.

Memory Selection : He hath im these

last days spoken unto us hy his

son. Hebrews 1 :2.

Background Scripture : Matthew

3:13-17; Hebrews 1:1-2:8; 6:1-3.

Devotional Keading: John 14:1-11.

God Speaks in Divers Ways.
'

' God, who at sundry times and in

divers manners spake in time past

unto the fathers by the prophets ..."

God has always been trying to speak

to his children, to make his will and

way known. He has spoken at var-

ious times. According to the story

of the Garden of Eden, God spoke to

Adam and Eve. He continued to

speak at various times through the

centuries. He continues to speak even

today. He hath not left himself with-

out witness.

God Jias also spoken in various %mys.

He has spoken to men through nature.

The heavens declare his glory and the

firmament shows his handiwork. He
has spoken to men through dreams

and visions. He has spoken to men
through silence. He spoke to men
through the prophets. The prophets

were not simply men who predicted

or foretold; there were, as the word
really means men who spoke for God.

And through prophets, named and

unnamed, God has spoken through

the centuries. And still speaks

through his servants. God has spok-

en through history. History is really

His story. It is the story of his un-

folding purpose and of his entry into

human life. God has spoken through

His tvord. Both the Old and the New
Testament contain words that God
has spolvcn. God has spoken through

a thousand voices through the years.

God's Supreme Way of Speaking.
'

' God hath in these last days, spok-

en to us by his Son." When God
wanted to speak His ultimate word
to men, when He wanted men to hav(!

his last word, that word became flesh

and dwelt among men. God spoke

in the last days through his Son Jesus

Christ. Christ is God's last word to

men. Not in the sense that there is

no further light or truth to come
from God, but in the sense that there

is no way in which God can go beyond
yilmi He has already spoken in Jesus

Christ. Men need not wait for any
further revelation from God—Christ

is the su]>reme aiid final revelation of

God. Men need not wait for any fur-

ther word from God—Christ is God's

word to man.

Christ the Son of God and the

Revelation of God.

"Who bring the brightness of his

glory, and the express image of his

person and upholding all thing by

his power . . . sat down on the right

hand of the majesty on high." God
liath sliined into our hearts to give

us the l^nowledge of his glory in the

face of Jesus Christ. Christ is the

image of God. In Jesus of Nazareth

whom men could see, God revealed

himself wliom they could not see.

Christ himself said, "He that hath

seen me hath seen the father.
'

' AVhat-

ever God is like. He is like Christ, for

Christ was like God.

The men of the New Testament
were sure of this. They believed that

Jesus was more than a man, or a son

of man
;
they believed He was the Son

of God. "Who am I?" asked Jesus

of his disciples. And when Peter

repli<>d, "Thou art the Christ, the

Son of the living God," he said what
the Christia]! faith at its highest and
deepest and best has been saying

through the centuries— that Jesus

Christ is the Son of God in a unique
spnse. Another of his followers

Avrote, and "we behold his glory, the

glory of the only begotten of the

Father." And another of his fol-

lo-\\ers who probably never saw him
in the flesh wrote that "He was de-

clared to be the Son of God with
power according to his resurrection

from the dead." The interesting

thing about all this is that these men
came to this belief in the hard way.
The were strict monotlieists

;
they be-

lieved in one God. It was only after

a long association with this man
Jesus, after hearing his words and
seeing his miracles and feeling the

impact of his spirit that they became
convinced that He, too, was God, a

manifestation or revelation of the God
of Israel.

Only those branches of the Chris-

tian Church which have believed that

Jesus Avas the Son of God have shown
vitality and growth and power, and
have had a lively missionary spirit.
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Christ the Authority of God.

The risen Christ, thus speaks with

the authority of God. His word is

with power: It upholds all things

by its power. Sitting as He does on

the right hand of the Majesty on high

—a symbolic way of expressing his

kingship. He shares the authority

with God. And He speaks with the

authority of God. "Therefore we
ought to give the more earnest heed

to the things which we have heard,

lest at any time we should let them
slip." Jesus was always warning
men to take heed how they heard. He
that hath ears to hear, let him hear

what the Son of God says.

The Peril of Neglect.
'

' How shall we escape if we neglect

so great a salvation . . .
? " God bore

witness, ample witness, to the fact

that Jesus spoke his words. '

' He bore

witness both with signs and wonders,

and witli divers manners, and gifts

of the Holy Spirit, according to his

will." And if the word spoken by
lesser messengers of God, when brok-

en, was punished; if men who trans-

gressed and disobeyed received a just

recompence of reward ; how shall we,

who live in the full light of the reve-

lation of Jesus Christ, escape if we
neglect so great a salvation!

The emphasis is upon neglect. Very
few people are lost because they want
to be lost. Very few people deliber-

ately set out to go in the way that

leadeth to destruction. The tragic

fact is that it is due to neglect. Some
years ago I went on a motor trip with

friends to the West Coast. Before I

left I put my garden in the best of

condition. It was a thing of beauty

indeed. But when I came home and
went out to look at it, it was a sorry

and depressing spectacle. Weeds had
taken the place. Noav nobody had
gone into that garden with a blow-

torch and blasted the vegetation. The
point is that nobody had done any-

thing. The garden had been neglect-

ed. And it had gone to ruin so far

as that season was concerned. It is

thus with the human soul. Men do

not have to rebel against God; they

have only to neglect him. Eternal

vigilance is the price not only of lib-

erty, but of soul health. Men are

lost hy drifting and by iieglect.

Keeping On Keeping On.
'

' Therefore ... let us go unto per-

fection . . . and this we will do, if

God permit." We must keep on

keeping on. The Christian life must

not become static. We are to grow

in grace and in the knowledge of our

Jjord and Savior Jesus Christ,
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By Accident a Robin Hanged Itself

While Making a Nest for its

Little Ones

By Dr. Roy C. Hkli'^enstein

In the city of Ypsilanti, Michigan,

the old timers, with a note of sadness

in their voices and with moistened

eyes that betray their emotions, will

tell you of a strange happening many
years ago when the now thriving city

of Ypsilanti was but a village or

town.

One spring morning a farmer liv-

ing east of town was surprised to see

a robin hanging in mid-aid from a

leafing branch of a large apple tree.

Upon investigating, he found that the

body of the robin was still warm, de-

spite the crisp coolness of the early

morning air.

Just above the lifele'^s bird was

an unfinished nest, and interwoven in

the construction of the nest was a

portion of the string by which the

bird was hanging, and with wiueh

the bird had hanged itself.

The unfinished nest told the story

of the tragedy which touched the

hearts of thousans of people in that

area. The little home among the

hearts of thousands of people in that

tree on a big limb where the winds
blew hard—and built in tlie same
manner that robins have builded their

nests since the first robins made the

venture to build a nest for their off-

spring. Instinct prompted the mo-
ther robin to take extra precaution

to make the nest secure from the

winds that would blow, for other

robin nests are not tied on and
around a limb with string as was
that nest. Somewliere she had found
a piece of binding twine and elated

with her find she flew with it to the

half-made nest.

"No otlier robin in all the years

lost its life in that manner while

building its nest,"—the people com-
mented. People who witnessed the

happening made many comments. For
days folk from far away drove by
horse and carriage many miles to see

the spectacle for themselves.

It was apparent to all visitors to

the site that while the mother bird

was winding the string in and out

through the otlier materials of the

nest and around the limb of the tree,

a loop in the string must have slipped

over her head and down around her
neck frightening her. And while

struggling to free herself, the noose
grew tighter with its death hold on
the helpless bird. For days the body

of the robin hung in mid-air by the

3i;lf-?ame cord which the mother bird

and designed should anchor her liome

.safe for her baby robins among the

branches high in the big apple tree

wliich witnesses declared was likely

the only apple tree ever that made the

settiiig for such a tragedy.

It v/as said by the farmer on whose

farm the apple tree grew that for

days after the tragedy another robin,

tlie mate of the dead robin, early

each morning was seen in the tree

daily-v/arbled a few plaintive notes

and then disappeared until dusk at

which time it would return to the

tree and seem to sing an eveninu

dii-ge, and then would keej) nightly

vigil in the tree. But one evening

the bird did not return, and was not

seen again. It was reported that the

boys and girls and some of the par-

ents of the neighborhood asked per-

niisssion of the farmer to take the

body of the mother robin down and
give it fitting burial—which request

was freely granted, and an appro-

priate service Avas planned by the

children in connection with tlie burial

of the mother Kobin.

Some Printers Changes

N'umber Fourteen of a Series

By Dr. Luther A. Wiegle.

In I Timothy 2 :9 the King James
translators wrote "that women
adorne themselves in modest apparell,

with shamefastnesse and sobrietie."

The text thus appeared in 1611 and
for sixty years thereafter. Then, as

one of various printer's changes, the

word '

' shamefec 'dness '

' appeared.

Its spelling was changed to "shame-

facedness" in 1743, and this has been

kept to the present day. The change

is unfair to the King James transla-

tors, for the word they used, "shame-

fastness," referred to character,

while " shamefacedness" refers to ap-

pearance. Paul may be accused of

failing to afford to women their full

place in tlie life of the Church, but

at least he did not require them to

go about shamefacedly.

As published in 1611, I Corintli-

ians 4 :9 read :
" I think that God hath

set forth us the Apostles last, as it

were approved to death." In 1616,

the word "approved" was replaced

by "appointed," and this has re-

mained. The Cambridge Paragraph
Bible of 1813 restored "approved,"
but its example was not followed by
others. The Revised Standard Ver-

Eastern Carolina Laymen

to Meet

The Laymen's FelloAvship of the

Eastern North Carolina Conference

Avill hold their quarterly meeting

Tuesday evening, July 10th at 7:30.

This meeting will be at the Youngs-
\ille Community House. Youngsville,

N. C. sponsored by the LajTnen of

the Oak Level Christian Church.

An interesting program is bein§-

planned by our Program Committee
which will be helpful to all.

Please mail your reservations to

Mr. Elton White, Youngsville, N. C.

The plates will be $1.25 as usual.

Please get them in the mail not later

than Thursday, July 5tli.

C. N. Ray, Secretary.

This truth stands out in letters in

the Bible so large that who riuis may
read: National and world prosperity
—^plain, ordinary, economic and so-

cial welfare—are the desirable will

of God for the human family and He
as God has a vital interest and rela-

tionship to them.
—John Gass, D. D.

sion has, "like men sentenced to

death."

In I Corinthians 12:28 the 1611

King James Version had "helps in

governments." But the Greek text

does not support the
'

' in,
'

' and it was
deleted in 1629 and thereafter.

In the King James Version of 1611

the second half of Mark 10 :18 read

:

'

' There is no man good, but one, tliat

is God." Beginning with 1638, tliis

was changed to read: "there is none
good but one, that it, God."

A literal translation of the Greek
(John 14:6) is "I am the way, and
the truth, and the life." The 1611
King James Version omitted the first

"and," reading "I am the way, the

truth, and the life." In 1638 the
missing "and" was inserted, and it

was retained in further printings
until 1817, after which it was drop-
ped again. The revised versions, from
1881 on, restored it.

For a careful study of the changes
in the successive printings of the

King James Version, see the book by
F. H. A. Scrivener, entitled The Au-
thorized Edition of the English Bihle

{1611), Its Subsequent Reprints and
Modern Representatives. This Avas

published by the Cambridge Univer-
sity Press in 1884, and is still in print
and on sale.

"THE LIVING WORD'*
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The Christian Orphanage
John G. Truitt, Superintendent

Dear Friends

:

In 1952 we began the building of

the Holt Memorial Chapel. Last Sun-

day, June 17, 1956, it was dedicated.

A beautiful bronze plaque inside the

building reads as follows: "To the

glory of God and in memory of Wil-

liam Kirkpatrick Holt and Maud May
Holt this cliapel is erected by their

children: Virtus R. Holt, Mrs. Iris

Holt MeEwen, Corrie V. Holt, Miss

Violet J. Holt, A. Glenn Holt, P. K.

Holt, Miss Nellie May Holt, Miss

Wilmer C. Holt, Mrs. Edith Holt

Sanders, W. K. Holt, Jr., George A.

Holt, H. Richard Holt and their fami-

lies for the Christian nurture of boys

and girls."

The last lines of the dedication

litany, which was read by Mr. Mar-

tin T. Garren, president of the South-

ern Convention, was: "We now, rep-

resentatives of the Southern Conven-

tion of Congregational Christian

Churchess; members of the Board of

Trustees; members of the staff of

this home for homeless ehilldren ;
and

this congregation assembled, do, in

grateful rememberance of those who
Iiave gone before us, dedicate this

chapel."

There was felt a sense of deep rev-

erence as the standing congregation

said: "To Thy Glory, 0 Father Al-

mighty ; to the honor of Christ, the

Son ; to the praise of the Holy Spirit

;

we dedicate this chapel."

I appreciate the presence of so

many church officials and friends and

the many words of appreciation to

the members of the Holt family for

this outstanding contribution to the

spiritual welfare of each and every

child cared for at the orphanage. It

was a good day. And may the Holt

Memorial Chapel become as precious

in the memory of many a child as the

memory of the childhood church is

to many who will read these lines.

Thanks for your contributions this

week. We need them very much and
we know you are not going to forget

to help us bear the bourden of caring

for these children.

John G. Truitt,

Superintendent.

REPORT FOR JUNE 20, 1956.

Sunday School Monthly Offerings.

Amount brought forward $ 8,471.01

Eastern N. C. Conforence:

Hope Mills $ 5.00

5.00

Eastern Va. Conference:

Portsmouth, Shelton Me. $ 4.00

Cypress Chapel 100.00

104.00

N. C. and Va. Conference:

Durliam $58.00

Mt. Zion S. S 16.29

Union (Va.) S. S 5.00

79.29

Western N. C. Conference:

Pleasant Grove $ 15.00

• 15.00

Virginia Valley Conference:

Concord S. S 14.00

14.00

Total $ 217.29

Grand total $ 9,688.30

Special Offerings.

Amount brought forward $16,112.27

Engineered Plastics, Inc.,

Gibsonville, N. C $40.00

L(;uise Sceley Bible Class,

Wakefield Church, to

send Ann Rich to camp 15.00

Bayside Young Adult Class

—Special 17.10

Miss Gertrude Herring of

Richmond, Va 15.00

In Memory of A. H. Hin-

shaw 5.00

In Memory of J. Johnston 7.50

In Memory of Alexander

V. Dye 10.00

In Memory of C. C. Gates,

Sr 5.00

In Memory of Mrs. Mag-
gie Austin Cross 5.00

Special Gifts 99.50

219.10

Grand total $16,331.37

Total for the week $ 436.39

Total for the year $26,019.67
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YOUR ACTIONS BETRAY
YOU.

(Continued from page 5.)

of fellow who had a natural smile on

his face and a twinkle in his eyes.

When he looked into my eyes, while

teaching, it seemed as if I were the

only person present—as if I were

set apart and he was talking directly

to me. Now I can't tell you one word
he said —hut I cam, tell you about Mr.
Hurley. Whatever I may be—much
of the credit goes to teachers like

these.

Yes, the best teaching is done in-

directly. A gleam in your eyes, a

bcciming countenance, or a ripple of

enthusiasm in your voice so often

make more of an impression than

v/hat you say. For, you see, the great-

est teachers do not necessarily teach

great things—they just teach things

in a great way. Someone has said

it this way:

"I'd ratlicr see i lesson than liear one anyday,

I'd rather one would walk with me than
merely show me the way.

The eye's a better pupil, and more willing

than the ear,

Fine counsel is confusing but example's

always clear.

"And the best of all the teachers are the ones
who live their creeds,

For to see the good in action is what
everybody needs.

I can soon learn liow to do it you'll let me
see it done,

I can watch your hand in action but

your tongue too fast may run.

"And the lecttnes you deliver may be very

fine and true.

But I'd rather get my lesson by observ-

ing what you do.

For I may misunderstand you and the high
advice you give,

But there's no misunderstanding how
you act and how you live."

MEMORIAL GIFTS
"Instead of Flowers" .

-
j

Dr. John G. Truitt ' I

Christian Orphanage

Elon College, N. C.

Dear Dr. Truitt:

Please acknowledge the enclosed $ as a memorial gift

sent to the Christian Orphanage in lieu of Bowers in memory of:

(Ntmeof Deceaied) (City) (D»t« of Death)

(Survivor to be Written) (Addrew)

Name

Address
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TSlews from the Churches . . .

Cross and Candlesticks Presented at

Winston-Salem, N. C.

Our sanctuary was made lovelier

recently wlien new candlesticks and

cross were placed on the altar. The

Gertrude Brown Bible Class and the

Yaung- Adults Class raised fnnds for

the purchase of the brass candlesticks

and cross. These same classes also

are responsible for the new power

mower in use at the church.

Our pastor and his wife, the Rev.

and Mrs. John Lackey left June 15th

for a vacation in Nebraska and Colo-

rado. They expect to return about

July 4th. In his absence the Rev.

Eugene A.rrington and Mr. Ferd A.

Weaver are conducting our worship

services.

Recently the cliurch had as its

guests at Sunday morning worship

services a group of young musicians.

The young people and their choir

presented ''Break Forth 0 Beautious

Heavenly Light" and the "Second
Mass from Hayden." They also pre-

sented a number of other lovely an-

thems. Tape recordings were made
and a record is available.

Mrs. John Fulton,
Reporter.

CENTRAL COMMITTEE MEETS.
(Countinued from page 3.)

ial offerings for the Central Com-

mittee meeting."

All the visiting churchmen will at-

tend a special ecumenical service in

Budapesst on July 29. On Sunday,

August 5, sixty of the visitors are ex-

pected to speak in local congregations

ranging from large city churches to

small village parishes.

The Central Committee of the

World Council of Churches is made

up of 90 representatives of the Coun-

cil's 162 churches in 47 countries

plus ex-offieio officers and consultants.

About 25 representatives of Ameri-

can churches are expected to be pres-

ent. This will be the first major

meeting of the World Council of

Churches to be held in Eastern Eu-

rope. Matrahaza is a small resort

town 2,100 feet high in the hills

northeast of Budapest.

Hungarian churchmen say they

hope that several member churches

in Eastern Europe may be represent-

ed at the meeting.

Dr. W. A. Visser 't Hooft, general

secretary of the World Council, said

that the Council had welcomed the

invitation of the Hungarian member
churches which was extended during

the EvKnston Assembly in 1954 and

officially accepted by the Central

Committee meeting in Da\os, Swit-

zerland, last year.

"This meeting of the World Coun-

cil," Dr. Visser 't Hooft said, "will

help to make clear once more tliat

in its Avork and life the Council seeks

to transcend all political divisions."

The Executive Committee of the

World Council of Churches will meet

in Vienna, Austria, July 26 to 28,

prior to the Central Committee meet-

ing. A series of departmental and

divisional working committees meet-

ings will be held in Herrenalb, Ger-

many July 18 to 23.

From July 22 to 25, the Executive

Committee of the Churches on Inter-

national Affairs, a joint agency of the

World Council of Churches and the

International Missionary Council,

will meet in Herrenalb.

QUEST FOR THE GOOD LIFE.

(Continued from page 6.)

Thus we shoAv dissatisfaction for

what others have accomplished.

"All the world is a stage," said

Shakespeare, "and all the men and

women are players — " but every

player wants his playing to net him
most in the victory or spoils. Other

wise, he is not anxious to play the

game. Faltering under such compe-

tition, he is prone to return to the

good old days of grandma with her

knitting of socks, roasting corn bread

or making pants. He would sacrifice

the privilege of buying his socks at

the corner store, pnlling his corn

bread from an automat or, by jet

propulsion, shopping for his pants in

Paris or London. Momentarily, at

least, that is how he feels. In this

fashion the puzzled, mad rushing

world seems ever on the move.

In 1950, fifteen children in Oklaho-

ma conducted their own neighborhood

campaign and sent $150 to CARE for

packages for hungry children over-

seas, signing themselves "Friends

of Sandy MacDuff. " Sandy was a

beloved S'cottie dog killed in an ac-

cident.

Historical Society of the Southern Convention
The Historical Society of the South-

ern Convention was officially recog-

nized at the recent session of the

Southern Convention. It will be its

purpose to preserve the shrines of the

Congregational Christian Churches in

our area, gather historical material,

and maintain the Church History

Room at Elon College. Charter mem-
bershij) in the Historical Society is

$5, and the names of all charter mem-
bers will be preserved in the Church

History Room. Through the gene-

rosity of Mr. John T. Kernodle we
have received a limited number of

copies of the very valuable book,

"Lives of Christian Ministers," P.

J. Kernodle (1909). A free copy con-

taining 408 pages will be given to all

charter members of the Historical

Society. If you would like to receive

one of these books and become a char-

ter member of the Historical Society

fill out the membership card as shown
below and mail it to the Southern

Convention Office, Elon College, N.

C, along with your check for $5.

The Board of Directors of the His-

torical Society met recently and have
voted to extend the charter member-
ship to December 31, 1956, such mem-
bership good for the period ending
December 31, 1957.

Wm. T. Scott.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY

of The Southern Convention of Congregational Christian Churches

ELON COLLEGE, NORTH CAROLINA
With gratitude for the faith of our Fathers, a heritage of great price freely given

to us; with faith in the solid achievements yet to come through the Church and its

wide and varied interests, I gladly become a member of the HISTORICAL SOCIETY
of the Southern Convention, that the Christian faith and deeds of the past, present,

and future may be preserved as a witness to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

Name

Address

Local Church

"/ saw and beheld a great multitude which no man could number."—Rev. 7 :9

:
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VERY IMPORTANT NOTICE
Editor F. C. Lester will assume his duties in connection

with The Christian Sun as of July, 1956. Mr. Lester will

have his office at Asheboro. His address is: 840 SUNSET
AVENUE, ASHEBORO, N. C, All material intended

for publication should be sent to him at this address.

The Christian Sun will be printed in Asheboro also.

Mr. John T. Kernodle is having to relinquish its publica-

tion because the site which Central Publishing Company

now occupies will be a part of a throughway on which con-

struction will begin soon.

The day of publication will be Tuesday rather than

Thursday. Because of the changes involved The Chris-

tian Sun will not be issued during the first and second

weeks of July. The next issue will bear the date July 17.

Dr. Lester requests that all material for that issue be in his

hands by July 3.

«
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1890 - 1956

MINISTER, CHAPLAIN, CHURCHMAN, EDITOR

"I will come and receive you unto myself."



This Changing WorldDr. Stanley C. Harrell

Dies During Va« Visit
Dr. Stanley C. Harrell, who finished

his editorship of this paper two weeks

age, died suddenly Thursday morning

of a heart attack while visiting in the

home of his brother, Jasper in Nor-

folk, Virginia.

A native of Liberty Springs com-

munity near Suffolk, a graduate of

Elon College and Union Seminary in

Richmond, he became pastor of our

Durham church in 1919 where he

served with distinction until two

years ago when he retired from the

The Honor We

Could Not Give

The Southern Convention knew

Stanley Harrell as its president, as

editor of THE CHRISTIAN SUN,

trustee of Elon College ; a dozen other

committees, boards, and offices. But

the Southern Convention could not

know "Mr. Harrell", the pastor of the

Durham church. For thirty-five years

he was part of the families of the

church, a pastor who knew his people,

who walked with them in joy and sor-

row.

Out of the store of memories we

have of him, one stands out, by some

peculiar circumstance. It was at

Camp Waters, Virginia, when the

Convention was holding its summer
conferences there. Each morning he

could be found, with that inevitable

pince nez astride the bridge of his

nose, lathering up for the day's work.
We suppose that it was one of the

few times when Stanley Harrell was
caught collarless, coatless, and tie-

less. But it was important to the

young people assembled at that con-

ference to know that so respected and
honored a man did not just appear
full blown on one miraculous morn.
He had to ready himself for his work

;

lather up, get rid of the unwanted
accumulation of dirt and whiskers.

And he had to face himself in the

pastorate and became editor of THE
CHRISTIAN SUN.
He has held many important pos-

itions in our church, interdenomina-
tional circles, and in Durham.

In 1923 he married Miss Alberta

Boone, a member of the Durham
church. They have one daughter. Miss
Mary Ann Harrell.

Funeral services for Dr. Harrell

were conducted in the Durham church
Saturday morning by its minister,

Reverend Wm. T. Scott, Jr., assisted

by Dr. W. E. Wisseman of Greens-
boro.

mirror both before and after his

shave!

While the members of the Durham
church did not often see their min-
ister before his morning ablutions,

they saw each day a man who had
faced himself in a mirror; who walk-
ed quietly, patiently, yet firmly and
lovingly among them. He had come
to them when they and the church

were young; he walked with them
in their childhood, he counseled with
them in their adolescence, and in the

maturity of a church honored by her
sister churches he counseled pro-

gress and growth. It was fitting, then,

that the church should love its min-
ister, and when he retired to give a
lasting token of their esteem, and the

place he had in their hearts.

Thus it was that the Board of Dea-

cons wished to elect Dr. Harrell as

Minister Emeritus of the church. But
just at that time, a scant year and a

half ago. Dr. Harrell suffered a heart

attack—and the Deacons thought

that the election and the ceremony

might prove too taxing for him.

Only one time after that heart at-

tack did he take the role of minister

in the public worship of the church,

and that was to receive into the mem-
bership of the church the new min-

ister and his wife.

Minister-Emeritus: the honor we
could not give, but one which rests

deeply on the hearts of us all.

—William T. Scott, Jr.

Minister of Durham Church

REALIZATION: "She's just gone,"

said the devoted aunt of Mrs. Eliza-

beth Anderson (Wolfe) Sharpless,

founder of the Atlanta Cerebral Palsy

School Clinic, 1815 Ponce de Leon

Avenue, N. E. Ten months ago this

wonderful young mother fell ill. It

was difficult to admit that she could

be ill. For eight years she had worked

day and night to get this School go-

ing, first at St. Luke's Church, and

then in its own beautiful home in

Druid Hills. Starting with 13 little

victims of cerebral palsy, she now had

more than 100 hopeful patients.

MOTIVE: Her own little girl was
an invalid, which furnished the initial

motive to provide a worthy place for

such children. But her great heart

enveloped every other mother's sor-

row, and on and on she worked. She
would come by my study frequently,

and always it was to remind me to

pray that she might have strength to

carry on. She drew many friends to

her side. The name of the School

spread far. Capable, dedicated doc-

tors and nurses gave their very best

help and encouragement. And Mrs.

Sharpless was so happy. One could

not be in her presence for a minute
without gaining something vital.

SUBLIME: I sat there in the home
on Euclid Avenue where Mrs. Sharp-
less lived, looking at the little desk
where she worked, far into every
night. The friends came with deep
emotion. Flowers were arriving. The
telephone rang and rang and rang.

Could it be true that she was really

gone? A business man stood in the

yard under a great tree that she
loved. "I guess," he said, with tears

streaming down his face, "that she

did more for our little girl than all

the other faithful friends. How can
I ever express my gratitude? Please

help me tell God how much I appre-

ciate what she did."

AMEN: And as we said Amen, I

seemed to hear an echo. There in a

car at the curb were friends who had
joined us in the prayer, and their

voices united in that great word,
Amen. I came away reconciled. All

the way back to the church, it seemed

to me that I could hear voices, near

and far, saying. Amen.
•— Louis D. Baker, in

The Christian Index
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iPreserve Our History s«« ™' h™™
The Southern Convention of Con-

gregational Christian Churches is long

3ver due the work now being begun
oy its Historical Society. It is a sad

truth that in the delay of this work
ive have lost forever many valuable

antiquities which would have been
precious to us and to generations

to come.

But, with gratitude in our hearts

for those who have gone before us, we
hope now to gather all items of value

that remain pertaining to our early

churches, collect and write much of

their history, prepare a safe and
beautiful place for the keeping of

these articles, make them available

to those who may be interested in the

history of our churches, and in doing
of these things awaken an interest in

a field so long neglected.

In the April 26, 1956 issue of THE
CHRISTIAN SUN is an account of

the effort so far to gather and pre-

serve historical information concern-

ing our churches. This Centennial of

the Southern Convention number pre-

sents in brief form much of the his-

tory of our churches during the last

hundred years. It also shows that we
have done little to preserve this his-

tory in such form as to pass it on to

jthe coming generations.

The Southern Convention voted at

its centennial session last May to

authorize a "Historical Society of the

Southern Convention of Congrega-
tional Christian Churches," and elect-

ed a Board of Directors of twelve
persons "to manage and promote this

vital interest, including the Church
History Room."

The Board of Directors met at
Elon College, organized, assumed the
responsibility put upon it by the Con-
vention, and is now beginning to

work. Officers include the writer as
president, Dr. S. C. Harrell, vice-

president, Mrs. Oma U. Johnson,
secretary, Walter Cooper, treasurer,

Edna Fitch, assistant treasurer, and
Dr. P. C. Lester, Curator of the
Church History Room.

A fire-proof room on the second
floor of the library of Elon College is

being prepared to house and make
available all the materials that may
be entrusted to the Society. Dr. Les-
ter is responsible for the room and
its contents. When the materials
are ready, you will be invited to visit

there, browse among the relics and

historical materials, or to delve into

the history of our churches according
to your pleasure.

We hope to be able in the near
future to report that our Convention
and our churches are taking a real

live interest in this project, and are

joining in an effort to bring together
all important historical materials for

Mrs. W. W. Sellars, President

their preservation. You are cordially

invited to share with us in this effort

to save for future generations the

history of the Church we love.

Someone has said:

To the Convention and the church-
es, and to Dr. Lester as our agent,

the Historical Society makes this ur-

gent appeal — PRESERVE OUR
HISTORY.

Let The Sun Shine
The ministry of THE CHRISTIAN

SUN is being greatly increased be-

ginning with this issue of our paper.

A new program is being launched

which we believe has great promise

for the present and future.

The Board of Publications and the

Historic^J Society of the Southern
Convention are cooperating to make
possible the full time services of Dr.

F. C. Lester, who will serve as Editor

of THE CHRISTIAN SUN and Cura-
tor of the Church History Room. Dr.

Lester, who lias served as a former
editor of THE SUN, been a successful

pastor for m^iny years, vouth worker,
and first Promotional Secretary and
later Superintendent of the Conven-
tion, brings to the constituency of the

Convention a broad experience and
devoted churchmanship. He deserves

and needs our prayers and devoted
consecration to the ministry he has
been asked to undertake.

Historically. THE CHRISTIAN
SUN has played an unequalled role

in the progressive life of our churches

in the South. Its founding in 1844
marked the first organized effort of

the Christian Church, and through its

pages have gone to our people in-

spiration, challenge, programs, and
order which have resulted in the

founding of Elon College, the Chris-

tian Orphanage, Missions, Women's
Work, Laymen's Work, and Youth
Work. Better church buildings have
resulted, a more adequately trained

ministry and laity have been called

forth. In fact, no program of ad-
vance has been undertaken amongst
us apart from the challenges THE
CHRISTIAN SUN has given to us.

The churches whose members have
read THE CHRISTIAN SUN have
been the churches which have carried
the major concern and support of the

program undertaken i n Christ's

name amongst us.

The need of THE SUN at

this time is wider patronage. With
approximately 10,000 families within

the constituency of the Southern Con-
vention, the Board of Publications be-

lieves that at least 3,600 families in

the Convention should and will be-

come subscribers to our paper under
this expanded plan for THE SUN now
being launched.

A number of our churches are par-

ticipating in the Group Subscription

Plan whereby a minimum of 50 '^^ of

church families are subscribers to

THE SUN at the special rate of

$2.00 per year. Some churches have
placed THE CHRISTIAN SUN in

their budget, sending the paper to

each family. Those churches have pro-

iited greatly thereby. Their members
have become more devoted, concerned
members. The practice of Christian

stewardship has increased. As their

members have become better inform-

ed, programs have been enhanced,
budgets have been substantially in-

creased, church attendance has great-

ly improved, better buildings have re-

sulted, and a larger and more gen-

erous support of Our Christian World
Mission has been evident. THE
SUN will pay dividends to any of

our churches, and will better inform
rhe membership through its columns.
Give it a try for a year or two and
see the results.

Editor Lester, devoting his time to

this important interest of our church-
es and Convention, will visit local

churches on invitation, see what is

being done among our people, gather
news, and help make news. Let us
give him and THE CHRISTIAN SUN
our loyal support.

Wm. T. Scott, Superintendent

The Southern Convention.
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That Old Rusty Pen
"Pick up that old rusty pen, and see if you can write again."

This, in effect is what the Southern Convention is saying to me. My
editor's pen has been gathering rust for sixteen years. It never seemed to

fit my hand. Perhaps that was because the hand had never been trained

to handle the pen.

EDITORIALS
PBI

our friends. Such is the open roa(

that lies before us, a road that circlei

through the past and comes baclt t(|ilie

the present.

WHAT OF THE FUTURE;

My training was to preach, and to

do the work of a pastorate. Forty
years this training has aided me in

serving churches, except for an inter-

lude of eight years when the Conven-
tion used me as promotional secretary

oi' superintendent, and then the hap-

piest days were those spent in the

churches.

Now it seems to be necessary to

shift jobs, to leave the pastorate and
try my luck as an editor. From 1936
to 1940 my name appeared on the

masthead of this paper as its editor,

and an attempt was made to carry

this responsibility in connection with

a church or convention job. Hence,

editing is not entirely new to me.
If the reader finds that there is

not an even flow of well-rounded sen-

tences from this editor's pen, please

be patient. The rust may wear away,
and the results become more pleasing

than the present prospects indicate.

At least we can hope.

A GOLDEN PAST

Part of my work for the next two
years is to peek behind the iron cur-

tain of the present to see if there is

a golden past of Congregational
Christian churches, especially those
in North Carolina and Virginia. If

the effort is successful, readers of

this paper will be invited to share
the view and enjoy the heritage.

Some people, both old and young,
spend much time in looking backward.
Parents, grandparents, ancestors were
great people, they think, and say.

"There were giants in those days,"
said the writer of Holy Writ.

And there doubtless were giants in

the generations that are gone. We
need to know them. Knowledge of

them can increase our stature as

persons. Their wisdom can give us
greater worth.

That may be a reason why mine is

a combination job of Convention
Historian. Curator of the Church His-

tory Room, and Editor. Whatever
the reason, it is going to be fun to

search with you through the attics,

old trunks — yes, the old love-letters

tied with blue — and musty files for

those thrilling bits of human lore that

meant so much to our forefathers.

Perhaps by working together we can
make these stories sparkle with new
life, to the delight of ourselves and

Faith says that the future is a! *

bright as the promises of God. Bu
sometimes we forget those promises|"
and we miss the brightness.

'

There seems to be enough cloud iij

our human sky, certainly enough t(,
^

make the sunset golden. Hence,
shall be my purpose to bring to thi

pages of our paper those things tha'

shine with truth and beauty. Truth i

not always beautiful. It may be hardj

difficult, and even dangerous. Itf
^

value does not depend upon its api

pearance. But if the hard truth musi
^

be told in these pages, it surely must ,l

be told in love.

Words from my pen (or typewriter'

must not fill all the pages. Among
the thirty-five thousand members ol

our churches there must be ten thoU'

sand who have ideas worth printing

Send me some of your ideas. If youi

sentences are not perfect, perhaps

your editor can shine them up a bil

and let them live in the minds ol

many.
Then there is the news being made

by the churches. Send that in S(

others can learn what to do and how
to do it.

"Know ye not that there is a prince

and a great man fallen in Israel this

day." Such was the feeling when
news came last Thursday that Stanley

C. Harrell had died early that morn-
ing.

"And when he fell ... he went down
As a lordly cedar, green with

boughs.
Goes down with a great shout upon

the hills,

And leaves a lonesome place

against the sky."

These words from Edward Mark-
ham concerning Lincoln were used by
Dr. W. E. Wisseman of Greensboro in

the Saturday morning funeral service

in the church where Dr. Harrell had
preached for more than a third of a

century. The words seemed to be very
appropriate, for there will be a lone-

someness against the sky of our
church in this area.

Stanley C. Harrell

Soldiers of World War I will re-

member Chaplain Harrell for service

to his country at home and abroad.

They can tell of his courage and his

counsel.

Multitudes, especially citizens of

Durham, North Carolina, will remem-
l:>er him as pastor. Whatever touched
the life of his people was of concern
tc the man who led them in Christian
thinking and living. They knew it;

and loved him for it.

A wider circle of people knew him
as a good churchman. His fellow-

members elected him to places of

leadership in his Conference, Conven-
tion, and General Council because of

his wisdom, faithful performance of

duty, and kindly spirit. The North
Carolina Council of Churches made
him their president for a term, and
the National Council of Churches

used him as one of their leaders

These were not honors conferred:

they were leadership sought.

But for many of us Stanley will

be remembered most just because he

was our friend. When he clasped your
hand, looked into your face, called

your name, and said, "'How are you ?"

there was sunshine in the soul that

whole day. Always interested in in-

dividuals, not just causes, he lifted

board meetings, conferences, etc., in-

to the realm of wholesome friendship.

Indeed a prince has fallen, and a

great man has gone from us. He had
just laid down his editorial pen, and
was ready for a much-deserved rest.

We shall miss him much. But as wt
look into the hills and see the great

loneliness against the sky, we shall

want to climb ever higher until, like

him, we go into the faraway blue be-

yond the skyline.
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rhe Christian Sun And Elon College

DR- L. E. SMITH Like Each Other
PRESIDENT OF ELON COLLEGE

THE CHRISTIAN SUN was estab-

shed more than one hundred years

^o. It has been going into the homes
; the people of the Southern Con-
sntion with its messages of informa-

jon, counsel and direction during all

lese years. Editors have come and
one, but THE CHRISTIAN SUN has

mtinued without delay. It has been

16 voice of the church in matters of

blicy, propaganda and progress. It

as spoken out optimistically for the

cpansion of the church and the

funding of her institutions. It was
istrumental in the founding of Elon
ollege. Through its columns our
eople were challenged to build an
istitution of higher learning for the

-aining of our young people under
loral and religious influences. Not
ply was it instrumental in the found-

,ig of the college, but it has been a

otent influence in the churches for

le expansion and support of the

ollege.

Congratulations upon your election

's the editor of THE CHRISTIAN
UN. THE CHRISTIAN SUN always
ives a lot of space to the work of

lie laymen of the Southern Conven-
ion and we are proud to be one of

our loyal readers and ardent sup-

orters..

Walter A. Graham
I

Pembroke, Kentucky

!
I have read this current issue of

fHE SUN with deep interest, and
Im delighted that you are to be the

ew editor. Congratulations and very
est wishes in your new work. . . I

/ish for you and your family the

ery best.

M. B. Currin, Jr.

Duke University

Durham, N. C.

Congratulations and best wishes on
our new position as editor of THE
CHRISTIAN SUN We are putting
ou on our mailing list for our month-
/ issue of SOUTHEAST NEWS.

Mrs. Ed A. Albright
Atlanta, Georgia.

Elon College has always been mind-
ful of the influence that THE CHRIS-
TIAN SUN has exerted in its found-

ing and for its support through the

years. It has sought at every oppor-

tunity to influence the churches and
general public to give generous sup-

port to THE SUN.

Some years ago when Dr. J. O.

Atkinson was editor, it seemed almost
impossible to pay the cost of publish-

ing the paper. The president of Elon
College proposed to the executive

committee of the Southern Conven-
tion and the Board of Publications

that the Mission Board, the Christian

Orphanage located in Elon College,

and Elon College itself join in a mod-
est subsidy for the support of THE
SUN. This Board and these insti-

tutions proposed to give $600 each

annually toward the cost of printing

THE SUN. This was to be a tempor-

ary measure, guaranteeing that the

Appreciated Comments

In spite of your feelings I am con-

vinced that THE CHRISTIAN SUN
editorship will be in excellent hands
beginning July 1, and I do congratu-

late you heartily. If there is ever

anything I can do to help the cause,

do let me know.

Carl R. Key, Director

Committee on the Use and
Understanding of the Bible

Durham, N. C.

This is just a brief note by way of

which to extend to you my sincere

best wishes in the new phase of your
career which you are now taking

up as editor of THE CHRISTIAN
SUN. May God attend you with his

richest blessings as you commence
and continue with this new work.

George D. Alley

Suffolk, Virginia.

It's nice to have you as an editor

again.

Mrs. Lilly W. Stagg
Norfolk, Virginia

paper would continue to be published.

This measure has not only continued
to this day, but these contributions

have increased greatly. We are glad

to make these contributions because
we realize the value of the paper to

the whole church program as well as

to our several interests.

On behalf of Elon College, I, as

president, wish to assure our new
editor of THE SUN, Dr. F. C. Lester,

full and complete support, and ex-

press the hope that his term as edi-

tor may not only be profitable to the

church and her interest, but a pleas-

ure and a joy to him as editor.

Elon College and THE CHRISTIAN
SUN, two agencies of the church,

wish to work together and march
hand in hand down the road of pr og-

re-ss for our church and for the com-
ing of the Kingdom of God through
the church.

May I offer congratulations upon
your new work as editor and manager
of THE CHRISTIAN SUN. THE SUN
has long had a warm place in our
hearts both from the general excel-

lence of the paper and the fine co-

operation given in the use of Council

and CROP news.

Ralph Jacks
Town and Country Director

N. C. Council of' Churches
Durham, N. C.

I know that you will do a fine job

as editor of THE CHRISTIAN SUN.
You usually manage to do a fine job
at any and all things you undertake.
You have meant a lot to our church,
and it is certainly a great pleasure
for me to count you among my
fr'iends.

George D. Colclough
Mgr. Burlington Chamber of Com.
Burlington, N. C.

I am delighted that you are the
new editor. This meets my hearty
approval. Congratulations to us.
Happy landing. Adios. (I am off to

Mexico.)

Pattie Lee Coghill

Letters To The Editor

uly 17, 1956 5



PILLARS OF THE HOME
I. LOVE

r/iis in the fiyaf in a series of five timely articles bi/ Dr. Hciirji Robivsov

of Burlington, N. C. — Ed.

Henry E. Robinson

If you set out to establish a home you would assemble many important

items. The first would, of course, be a wife or a husband, then a job, then a

house and furnishings, perhaps a car and a circle of friends — all important

items in founding a home. It is only natural and expected that soon children

will bless this home and become a very important part of it. Yet all this can

come crashmg down about your feet — turn to dust and ashes and stand to

mock you if in the center — the heart — the core — is not love.

Love is that first essential around
which all else is built and by whicli

all obstacles can be overcome.

It is no accident that the first prom-
ise given in the marriage ceremony
is the promise to love. The first vow
taken is the vow to be a loving hus-

band—a loving wife. I have been in

some very humble and modest dwel-

Imgs where love and mutual respect

abound. One soon forgot the meager
furnishings in the beauty of the love

that gave every evidence of joy and
true happiness. I have also been in

some very beautiful homes with rich

and even lavish furnishings where
there was suspicion, distrust, false-

hoods. All the money in the world
could not buy the happiness

which had disappeared when the

light of love had gone out. Paul says

that without love we are only sham
and pretense. Without love great in-

tellectual achievement is of no avail.

Even faith and sacrificial sharing are

vain without love. Love is patient,

kind, humble. Love is not suspicious,

jealous, or envious of others. Love
finds no pleasure in sin or failure.

All other things may fail or pass

away but love is constant, nevei-

failing.

Love is our inspiration. What were
the last words spoken when you left

tlie house or sent others on their way
this morning? Were they in the cate-

gory we call nagging, or were they
words of encouragment that breed
confidence and optimism? Because
of what you said is your dear one
anxious to return or will he seek an
excuse to stay away as long as pos-
sible?

The mo^t precious thing in the

world that you possess is the love in

your home. It is that which holds
home and hearts together. It is your
strength when trouble and disappoint-

ment come. It is your bridge over the

pitfalls of failure, temptation, pover-

ty, disease, and loss. What is the

.-niracle of love? Love grows stronger
when it is tested. Those who have
passed through trouble, sorrow, and
disappointment together know how
their love has been strengthened and
deepened. As we give our love, the

more we have. As we withhold it, it

seems to disappear. At the center of

your Christian home put the pillar of

Jove. It alone is .strong enough to hold

life together. As God is love—even
.so must every home be founded on
love if it is to be God-like.

Love is of such a nature that no
single home can contain it. It rad-

iates through our lives touching all

whom we meet and with whom we
work. Love is the mother of many
related virtues—understanding, for-

giveness, thoughtfulness, sympathy,
patience, endurance. We attack many
of the evils of our day with politics,

economics, legal procedures. All these
play their parts. But I wonder if the
basic answer to prejudice, discrimina-

tion, juvenile delinquency, extortion,

oppression and many other evils of

our time is not the love within the
home that must radiate into the
hearts of all men to create the kind
of world in which we want to live.

The whole earth groans for peace.

Vv'e are weary of war and destruction.

We tire of conflict and bloodshed.

The seeds of war could never grow
in the soil of love nurtured and fed by
tJioughtful kindness and broad under-
standing. The pillar of love in the

Christian home may well become the

chief source of a world brotherhood
which must come ere the forces of

evil tear the world apart. See to it

that your love in your home is strong.

It well may be your greatest contri-

bution to a needy world.

The flag of Australia was designed
by a group of Californians who went
to Australia and fought with others

for responsible government.

Full House
At Moonlon
Junior Highs filled the camp at

Moonelon last week. That made John-
ny Graves and the other leaders very
happy. It appeared to be a grand,

l)unch of youngsters. Train up the

Junior Highs in the way they should'

go and the church is safe for another'

generation. Good going, fellows and;

girls. We didn't get your pictures in!

the paper this time, but we will be
looking for them in the dailies some;
ten years hence when you have done
some important service for the church
or the nation.

Laugh
And Live
Lou: This jewelry once belonged to

a millionaire.

Sue: Glory be! What was his name?
Lou: Woolworth.

* * *

Johnny handed his father his re-j

port card and said: "Maybee II

should try some other line of work."
* * *

Overheard in a greeting-card shop:
"Do you have a get-well card that!

hints she's not as sick as she thinks i

she is?"
* * *

Jill: Why did the moron go to the

football game?
Jean: I don't know. Why?
Jill : Because he thought the quarter-

back was a refund.

Lee : If the king sits on gold, then who
sits on Silver?

Dee: I give up. Who?
Lee : The Lone Ranger ?

* -x- *

Father: The only way to learn some-
thing is to begin at the bottom.

Billy: But Daddy, I want to learn to

swim.

Betty: Aren't you afraid you'll gain

weight ?

Mary: No. Everyone says I have an
hourglass figure.

Betty: Yes, but it's later than you
think.

Pet-store Owner : Have you decided i

which dog you want?
Boy: Yes, sir, (glancing at a dog

with a wagging tail) I want the one

with the happy ending.
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Here And There Among The Churches
NEW BABY. Born to Rev. and Mrs.

William T. Scott, Jr., on June 21,

Elizabeth Dunham Scott. Congratu-
lations and good wishes to parents

and daughter, and to the grand-

parents, who include Superintendent

and Mrs. W. T. Scott.

NEW BUILDING — Hopewell,

Virginia, reports the completion of a

new educational building and a record

attendance at Vacation Bible School.

Rev. James W. Madren is the leader

of this aggressive group.

LAYMEN PREACHING — Dr. J.

Earl Danieley, Dean of Elon College,

and summer professor of chemistry at

the University of North Carolina, is

supplying the pulpit of our Chapel

Hill church. As president of the Lay-

men's Fellowship of the Sonthern

Convention, he recently visited the

Virginia Valley Conference.

CONVENTION EXECUTIVE
BOARD — July 18, the day after

this paper goes to press, the Execu-

tive Board of the Southern Conven-
tion is to meet for a day's session at

our church in Henderson, North Caro-

lina. This Board does much and im-

portant work for the Convention.

BABY CONSECRATED — Henry
Phillip Bray, son of Reverend and
Mrs. Winfred Bray of Randleman,
North Carolina, was consecrated Sun-

day morning, July 1 during the ser-

vice conducted by Reverend F.C. Les-

tor, pastor of our Asheboro church.

This is said to have been the first

such service ever held in this church.

The minister and his wife are setting

a good example.

OFF TO MEXICO — Miss Pattie

Lee Coghill and thirty-six other

people left North Carolina Saturday
for a three week's trip by Trailways
Bus. Two trips were planned, but only

one is being made. Good riding and
good international relations, friends!

MEETINGS, Gone and to come —
Yesterday at Bethlehem church
people of the Valley of Virginia Con-
ference met to Consider Christian

Stewardship. TODAY Sunday school

Conventions were scheduled for

Apple's Chapel and Cypres Chapel.

TOMORROW a similar convention
will be held at Beulah church in the

Eastern North Carolina Conference.

THURSDAY the Western North
Carolina convention will meet at

Flynt Hill church near Sophia. Having
no paper for two weeks delayed these

important announcements.

CHRISTENING — Superintendent

W. T. Scott preached in our Chapel
Hill church July 8, and christened

Amanda Alice Basnight, daughter of

Mr. and Mrs. Wm. D. Basnight, and
grand-daughter of Mr. and Mrs. S. H.

Basnight.

RECEIVED BY EDITOR — News
Letters and Sunday bulletins from
several churches. Thanks to you, and
a reminder to others that this method
will hasten the news from the
churches into this paper, and that

all such favors are greatly appreciat-

ed by the editor — and the reader.s.

WOMEN AT ELON — More than
a hundred women registered for the

School of Missions at Elon College

last week, and many more attended
for part time. College girls will have
to look to their laurels or the older

sisters will out shine them. It delight-

ed the editor to see college class-

mates from "away back when" carry-

ing notebooks and pencils, and look-

ing youthful, industrious. And for-

tunate is the church that has these

missionary-minded women.

"THOSE BEAUTIFUL ROOMS" —
It was good to hear the women rave

about the beautiful rooms in the new
dormitory at Elon.

CHURCH RECEIVES GIFTS —
Liberty (Vance) has recently received

a Moroco bound Revised Version Pul-

pit Bible as a gift from the Newman
family in memory of their parents

Emmit and Martha Newman. Mr. and
Mrs. William Foster presented a Com-
munion Set for the pastor to use in

visiting homes. This gift was in

memory of their daughter, Mrs. Edith
Foster Rowland.

OFF TO A GOOD START — June
17 the Reverend Lowel Smoot, the

minister at Liberty (Vance) christen-

ed six babies during the commence-
ment program of the week's Vacation
Bible School. The children are Belinda
Jean Ayscue, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Donald Ayscue, Sr.; Donald Ful-

ton Ayscue, Jr., Son of Mr. and Mrs.
Donald F. Ayscue; Malcom Allen
Hedgepeth, son of Mr. and Mrs. Mal-
com G. Hedgepeth; James Harold
Mayo, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. James
H. Mayo; Nancy Elizabeth Perdue,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John Y.
Perdue; and Edith Rose Edwards,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Billy T.

Edwards.

AUGUST REVIVALS — If you are
planning a revival during August,
please let your editor know when and
where. News in this paper might help
to get a crowd — especially a hungry
editor.
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A Vesper
Women's
CALL TO WORSHIP:

Come forth into the light of things,

Let nature be your teacher . . .

One imi)ulse from a vernal wood
May teach you more than man,
Of mora! evil and of good
Than all the sages can.

— William Wordsworth

HYMN: Day Is Dying in the West

SCRIPTURE: Psalm 121

PRAYER

MEDITATION: (This may be by the

Iradei' or some member of the Fellow-

ship )

As we look about us in God's great

out-of-doors, it is difficult for us to

see how anyone can fail to believe in

God. The blue skies above us, the

towering mountain peaks, the beauti-

ful trees of the forests, the green
grass everywhere, the calm waters of

a lake or a river, the rolling of the

mighty ocean, the glory of the flow-

ers, the song of the birds — all of

these speak to us of One who is

greater than these. Doubt and fear

are dispelled when one communes
with God, when faith and trust be-

come the focal points of our lives.

In Job 12:7 we find these words:
"Ask now the beasts and they shall

leach thee; and the fowls of the air,

and they shall tell thee."

The immortal bard, William Shake-
speare, adds this bit of wisdom: "One
touch of nature makes the whole
world kin."

So many of us are too busy with
the things of everyday living to find

the peace that comes when we take
I he time to talk with God, to walk
with Him, and to heed His voice when
he speaks to us. While it is possible

to commune with Him at any time and
in any place, it is in the summer that

so many opportunities for a special

kind of communion comes. A few
moments of quiet are possible as we
work in our gardens, or as we sit

(iuietly at the close of the day and lis-

ten to the sounds of nature all around
us. The beauty of a sunset, or sunrise,

can stir us to listen to the voice of

God, and to know that He is near to

us at all times and in all that we do.

Service For
Societies

Bove has this to say: "To cultivate

a garden is to walk with God, to go
hand in hand with nature in some of

her most beautiful processes, to learn

something of her choicest secrets, and
to have a more intelligent interest

awakened in the beautiful order of

her work elsewhere."

Perhaps what I have tried to say
is best expressed in this little creed

I found in my readings.

NATURE CREED

I believe in the great out-of-doors

as a garden; the wild flowers of the

field, trees of the woods, the mosses
and the flowerless plants of the by-

ways to be enjoyed.

1 believe in the music of the birds,

and the strength which comes from
the hills in the silence of the night.

I believe the beauty of the world is

in the eyes and ears of the beholder;

the dainty cut-fern and the clear full

song of the wood-thrush are one,

since each is a form of beauty.

I believe God is ever near man, as

I hear Him in the call of the chick-

adee, and see His handiwork in the

colors of the mountainside.

I believe, to be happy and free, we
must respect all life, that those things

which are our heritage may be enjoy-

ed by our children.

I believe that it is my duty to teach

others, that they may learn, as they

follow the long brown path, to find

the peace and contentment which
others have found.

PRAYER: (An adaptation from
"Prayer of an Outdoor Man" )

With the leafy branches of the forest

trees I lift my arms to pray;

With the babbling brooks and singing

birds I raise my voice in praise;

I thank Thee for the out-of-doors.

I thank Thee for the silvery moon-
beams on rippling water;

I thank Thee for the call of tlie whip-
poorwill at dusk across the silent

lake;

I thank Thee for the contentment that

comes with the patter of rain at

night;

I thank Thee for the glory and the

majesty of the stars;

I thank Thee for the strong winds
pulling at my hair and for the

spray from the lake on my cheeks:

PLANNED BY
MISS GLADYS YATES

SUFFOLK, VIRGINIA

FOR USE IN AUGUST

I thank Thee for the aroma of pine

needles, sunshine through the

leaves, and all the other miracles

of the out-of-doors;

I thank Thee, God, for Thyself and
Thy gift of life everlasting.

—Amen
HYMN: Now the Day Is Over

POEM: AT EVENING
By Garnet Ann Schultz

i love the time of evening when the

sun is sinking low
And the twilight fast is stealing on

the whole wide world below,

When it's dusk across the prairie and
it's time to stop and rest.

In the quiet of the evening is the

time I love the best.

'lis a peaceful time for dreaming,

when the night is drawing near
When the daylight fades so quickly

and the darkness soon is here.

As we watch the little village, where
the street lights flicker on

And we realize with sadnecs that

another day is gone.

When I sit alone at evening with the

thoughts that fill my mind
As I look beyond the sunset, and

there's so many things I find,

I can dream about tomorrow with

a mem'ry sweet and dear
And my heart is filled with gladness,

as I watch the stars appear.

All the world is still at evening, in

that hour or so between
Not quite dark and yet not daylight,

such a pleasant time would seem,

'Tis a time for reminiscing, while the

shadows dance and play,

Hearts are lighter just at evening,

when you close another day.

PRAYER: (Let this be a closing

prayer by the leader or some member
of the Fellowship, and one that is

suitable for the particular group.)

It is doubtful that many persons
could be found who do not know that

the Statue of Liberty, on Bedloe's

Island in New York harbor, holds a

torch of freedon in her upraised right

hand. But what does she hold in her

left hand? It is the Declaration of

Independence, and at her feet lie the

broken chains of tyranny.

8 The Christian Sun



NORTH CAROLINA WOMEN REPORT

QUARTER ENDING JUNE 15, 1956

SUSIE D. ALLEN, TREASURER

RECEIPTS

WOMEN'S SOCIETIES
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Shallow Well 25.00

Shiloh - 5.00

South Boston, Va.—Center 12.50

Spoon's Chapel ..- 6.25

Tryon Cong. Ch. of Christ 49.74

Turner's Chapel 17.50

Union Grove 7.50

Union Ridge 25.00

Union, Virginia 25.00

$1662.29

JUNIOR SOCIETIES
Burlington—First $ 16.53

Damascus 1.00

Durham 21.75

Elon College Crusaders 15.00

Greensboro—First 15.78

Henderson 9.00

Ingram, Va. 3.70

CRADLE ROLL
Durham
Elon College

Greensboro—First

82.76

-$ 13.00

15.00

15.78

$ 43.78

MISCELLANEOUS
From Sale of Books for

Study at Rallies $

District Rally Offerings:

Asheboro District

Burlington District

Greensboro District

Halifax, Va., District

Raleigh & Henderson Dists.

Sanford District

74.75

19.21

40.19

46.58

33.15

44.76

22.70

TOTAL RECEIPTS
$ 281.34

$2070.17

DISBURSEMENTS
Gift to Rally Speaker $

United Church Women —
World Day of Prayer

Convention Office —
Mimeograph Work

Pilgrim Press—Study Books
Guide Posts-Subscriptions .

Expense of Nominating Com.
Transportation

(Three District Supts.) ....

25.00

5.00

12.32

71.00

1.75

11.50

26.15

Expense of Six Rallies 91.32

244.04

Mrs. J. D. Strader, Sr., Treasurer
Women's Fellowship of the
Southern Convention, for:

Life Memberships 80.00

Memorials 70.00

Thank Offering 49.99

Indian American College

—

Scholarship Grant 50.00

Missions in Ceylon
(Rally Offerings) . 206.59

Rachanyapuram School

for Girls 45.00

Woman's Gift 17.05

Missions—General Fund .- 1307.50

$1826.13

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS $2070.17

Respectfully submitted,

Susie D. Allen, Treasurer

Women's Fellowship

Of Holy Neck

Entertain During May
Two events highlighted the month

of May for the members of the Wom-
en's Fellowship of Holy Neck Church.

On May 8, the Holy Neck women
entertained the women of the Holland
Fellowship at a buffet supper in the

social hall of the church. Mrs. Jim
Wright, president of the local group
welcomed the guests ; and Mrs. Ernest
Rawls, president of the Holland Fel-

lowship, responded. After the sup-

per, Mrs. James H. Lightbourne, Jr.,

of Holland presented Rev. Ira D.

Hudgins, pastor of the Franklin Bap-
tist Church, who gave a most inter-

esting account of his visit to the Holy
Land during the summer of 1955. He
illustrated his talk with many glides

which he made on the trip.

On Sunday evening. May 27, the

families of the church gathered in

the social hall for a covered dish sup-

per. Mrs. H. L. Worrell, Sr., Family
Life Chairman of the Women's Fel-

lowship, presented the program. The
worship service was conducted by
Mr. and Mrs. J. O. Davidson, Jr., and
their son Steve. Others taking part
were Mrs. James C. Jones, Mrs. Ran-
dolph Johnson, Mrs. Emmett Harrell,

Mrs. Jim Wright and Rev. R. T.

Grissom. The program closed with
the showing of the film, "The Secret
of the Gift," and prayer by the pastor.

Mrs. Allen Piland, Reporter

WOMEN'S FELLOWSHIP
Mrs. J. H. Booth, Jr., Editor

143 Winchester Drive

Hampton, Va.



^ Zvihutt ®o a Ctrisitian (gentleman

"Not An Obituary," Says the Writer

Mrs. L. W. Stagg

When we think of the long, useful and nobly lived life of T. E.

Brickhouse, one quality stands out boldly in our memory — that of

gentlemanly dignity. This dignity was not the type for occasions, but

was a part of his entire life, as was shown in his home, church and
business.

His home life was an exemplary one, being a devoted husband,

model father and sincere friend.

To his church (the old Memorial Temple, and later the Christian

Temple), and its interests, he was faithful, loyal and generous. On
boards, and committee meetings his sound judgment and good ad-

vice were seldom offered, but often sought. His interest continued

even after failing health prevented his faithful church attendance.

As a businessman he was very successful. His fine sense of

justice and honor caused him to be loved and respected by his patrons

and employees. It can be said no man was the poorer because of

his success. His generosity was almost without limit, and few ever

knew of his many ready responses to need. In all walks of life he
was one of God's Christian Gentlemen.

Without lingering illness or pain, he was quickly transferred to a

life of greater usefulness on the morning of July the third.

His five worthy sons, and members of his immediate family, must
have felt as did Henry Clay the last time he looked upon his father's

face and said: "He has been a prince of a man, take it all in all we
may never see his like again."

Mrs. Lilly W. Stagg of Norfolk, Virginia, comes from the ilhistrioiis Nnvuiriv
family. Her brother, J. U. Newman, taught in Eloii CoUcgi- for p'ftji (/cars. Tivo
brothers, N. G. and C. E. Nevnnan, pastored churches and otheririse served o)ir

churches for half a century. Mrs. Stagg can so tcell discribe beautiful character
because she has lived ivith it, and. has it in her onm right. — Editor

Sloans Of Elon Study In Europe

With Council Of Social Action
Dr. and Mrs. W. W. Sloan of Elon

College flew from New York to Paris

June 30 with the seminar of 24 Con-
gregational Christian leaders who arc

to study in Europe this summer undor

the direction of the Council for So-

cial Action of our denomination. Dr.

Sloan is professor of Bible and Mrs.

Sloan is assistant professor of Span-
ish at Elon College.

The seminar is composed of minis-

ters and teachers who will visit re-

ligious and government leaders in

France, Germany, Russia, Finland,

Sweden, Holland and England.

This is the first time women have
been included in the exchange of re-

10

Dr. and Mrs. W. W. Sloan

Thanks and Thanl
Thanks to my predecessors v

through more than a hundred ye
have given us THE CHRISTI.
SUN. They have been many, s

they have conferred on us great f

ors. Their labors have helped
build churches, send missionar
prepare preachers, publish literati

train youth, hold revivals, stimul

stewardship, and care for little c

dren.

Dr. Stanley C. Harrell, editor
|

the past two years, said very gracii

things about me in his last editori:

Perhaps saying them will helpj

make them come true. All that

paid, and more, could be said ah

him if one had the same graciousr

and ability. Just let me say. That'

Many Thanks.
j

Members of the Southern Comj
tion will never be able to pay

j

debt we owe to John T. Kernodle.j

have "fussed" with him sometir

but deep in our hearts we knew 1;

THE SUN would be delivered,
|

cause John T. loved it with an af

tion that would not die. ThankS

Thanks, also, to all of you
[

believe that THE SUN can cont'

to bring help to people and churc

With your cooperation we shall

'

to make that faith effective. —Ecf

ligious leaders with Russia under,

recent plans for acquaintance an:

the churches. Ten leaders of the I

ional Council of the Churches in .[

erica visited Russia some months
\

and a delegation of eight churchj

came from Russia to America r

recently. i

The seminar group will return t

England August 6, but the Sli

will remain in Europe another t

weeks. Dr. Sloan will preach in s'

of the larger churches in Birming
and London August 12, 19, and

Mrs. Sloan, president of the Alam
Branch of the American Associ£

of University Women, will be a <

gate to the world convention of

International University W o r

meeting in Paris August 3-9.

Sloans will fly back to New ' ^•

August 28, and will be in Elon foi l<i

o])ening of school. ><!

Dr. and Mrs. Sloan request j

ers that they may be used of Gc
j

helping people of the world to ui
j;

stand one another. They will t
i

Russia July 11-21.

These teachers in our college s

most of their summers in trav

bout the world, and then are del
'J

ed to share their experiences *

others.

The Christian ^)



Dr. Describes

Work In India

Dear friends of the Southern Conven-

tion:

A month has sped by since our re-

turn from vacation and our last

mimeographed letter, and things are

;noving forward auspiciously.

But first a note on the water

situation: in my last letter I seem

to have alarmed too many of you
leedlessly. At present our well water
s still drinkable, and the village peo-

ple are still able to get water out of

the mud holes in the bottom of the

pond. Several recent dust-settling

showers give hope for early rains,

io the situation will probably not

get any worse this year. That is char-

acteristic of this area: things begin

to look desperate, then usually some-

thing happens so that the people just

Darely squeeze by — until the next

3risis comes along! Even after five

y'ears of drouth, when the well water

kvas brackish and the pond holes dry,

he Kilanjunai villagers were still able

Dr. Edward Riggs, Physician

iiA/ell-known in Southern Convention

^ddress:

Kilanjunai P. O., via Salaigramam
Ramnad District, South India

Date: June 17, 1956

.0 find water in a mud-hole a mile

iway, as the women of many other

ess fortunate villages are doing now.

3ur problem is not an actual lack of

Irinking water but rather its poor

luality, and of course the lack of

vater for growing crops.

Dr. Martin has just returned after

lis month's vacation, and is coming
but every week to help me, this time
m his new jeep.

After carrying the entire patient
' oad during the month of May, I anal-

zed the records of some three hun-

dred of the patients I had seen, and
decided that at present the most re-

warding part of the work is that done
v/ith the leprosy patients. Therefore
T am using most of my available new
leisure time in expanding that work,
;ind have just started two new road-

.side leprosy clinics and plan to start

two more. I asked my assistants why
the leprosy patients cooperated so

much better than other kinds, and
they said, "Oh, that's because you
know how to cure leprosy!", which
was a nice tribute to the outlook for

that disease, but a sort of left-handed

compliment to my skill along other

lines!

Of course I can understand why
TB patients would get discouraged
when I tell them how long they have
to stay in bed and what expensive
medicines they have to take, in order
to have any hope of cure. Many other
patients, even with what I would
consider simple, easily treatable con-

ditions are offended and leave when
I advise something that goes against
their cherished beliefs. For instance

I persist in telling mothers to give

fluids to their children with fevers,

especially in hot weather, when their

life-long training has always been
that anyone with a fever must never
drink fluid. In the same way my ef-

CROP's 1956 campaign for food and

fiber has been launched in four Pied-

mont Carolina counties, Catawba,

Lincoln, Cabarrus, and Rowan. Can-

vassing is in progress for wheat or

for cash in lieu thereof. These drives

mark the eighth year of this unique

effort in North Carolina by the

Christian Rural Overseas Program in

behalf of the hungry peoples of the

world. As the food collection agency

of Church World Service, CROP be-

comes the voice of thirty-five cooper-

ating denominations speaking a

language of good will so clearly that

everyone can understand. At home
Crop is the united effort of neighbors

who know each other face to face to

put out the fires of hunger and hatred

among neighbors overseas whom

forts to put over the idea of health

protection by means of well-baby
clinics bog down because the mothers
can never see the point in coming to

the hospital unless their baby is sick.

In the six months the clinic has been
running I have only had one mother
who brought her baby in "just for a
check-up"; all the others came only

for specific illnesses and stopped
coming the moment they thought
they were well.

As for the prenatal clinic, I am not
satisfied because only the richest and
most enlightened women are taking
advantage of it.

I am happy about one thing I have
been able to start this month

;
namely,

time set aside regularly for visiting

in the villages, looking up old pa-

tients, seeing what kind of homes
they come from, and renewing contact
with them. Fran has gone out with
me on a few of these visits, and would
rather do that than anything else ex-

cept the leprosy clinic she helps me
with every Saturday. But missing too

many days of teaching Louis and Joy
would not be fair to them, so she has
to be content with hearing about it

second-hand.

Best regards —
Ed Riggs

they do not know.

CROP'S annual campaigns continue

in an effort to do something about the

two thirds of the world's children and

adults who go to bed hungry each

night. As the outward scars of war
have healed in many countries. Chris-

tians are still concerned about the

long range casualty, the orphan, the

widow, the refugee, and the aged.

Each year floods, earthquakes, land-

slides, hurricanes and fires compound
men's miseries. North Carolina's

goal for 1956 is commodities and cash

totalling $60,000. Most of this will

be realized from the organized coun-

ty campaigns, the remainder from
childrens' and youth work. Union

Thanksgiving offerings, and personal

contributions.

Over Seas Relief Still Needed

Crop Campaign Launched
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We Belong To A Great Company
Memory Selection: Wherefore, seeing we are compassed about with so great a

cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth
so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before
us. Hebrews 12:1.

Background Scripture: Acts 2:44-47; Hebrews 10:9-25; 11:1-13:8. Devotional
Reading Ephesians 4:1-13.

have to admit that you cannot explain

it all in any simple fashion. We must
accept the world and the universe by
faith ... By faith we understand
that the worlds are framed by the
word of God, so that things that are

seen were not made of things which
do appear." When a man says that
he is not denying reason, he is simply
going beyond reason.

THE MEANING OF FAITH

There are many definitions of faith.

For instance, there is the one given

by the boy, "Faith is believing some-

thing you know ain't so." And un-

fortunately, that is what all too many
folks think faith is. Or again, some
folks think that faith is something
that is peculiarly associated with re-

ligion, but which has little if any
part, and certainly no practical part

in other realms of life. And yet,

science, the most exact branch of hu-

man knowledge, is based upon faith.

Men of science make adventures in

faith that would shame many pro-

fessing Christians. Their hypotheses
are simply ventures in faith, bases
from where they start from the known
to the unknown. And so on in all of

life. Without faith it is not only im-

possible to please God: it is impossible

to live at all. Every man has some
faith, some principle by which he
lives, something in which he believes.

The writer of Hebrews — we are

not sure who he was — gives his

definition of faith. "Faith is the sub-

stance of things hoped for, the evi-

dence of things not seen." What he is

saying is that there are some things

that go beyond knowledge and reason,

some things that cannot be proved
by the senses, some things that can-

not be seen, and yet which are very
real. A man can go only so far with
reason. And yet beyond reason he
feels or knows that there are other
realities. He goes beyond reason to

faith. He believes that there is a

world which is very real although he
cannot see it, or weigh it or measure
it. He passes from the known and
the seen to the unknown and the un-
seen by an act of faith. This does
not mean that he disregards his reas-

on; he simply goes beyond reason.

EXAMPLES OF FAITH

This man then goes on to give ex-

amples of faith. He tells about Abel's
faith, about Enoch's faith, about
Noah's faith, about Abraham's faith,

about Isaac's faith, about Jacob's
faith, about Moses' faith. They were
all men who moved, by faith, from
the known to the unknown, and found
that the unknown could be known
through faith. At least in part. Biit

time runs out on him — time and
space would not avail to tell of the
heroes of faith in this man's Hall of

Fame of the Faithful. They were
men, and women too, who through
faith stood steadfast, unmoveable,
knowing whom and what they had
believed, and even though they did

not receive the promise, they knew
that God was able to keep that which
they had committed unto Him against
that day. They found courage and
strength and comfort and patience

and victory through their faith. They
did not always receive the promises
but they saw them afar off.

THE GREAT COMPANY OF THE
FAITHFUL

We too may become a part of this

great company of the faithful. This
ifact needs to be stressed more con-

cerning membership in the Church.
Tlie fact is that when a person unites

with the Church, he thinks of himself
as uniting with the local church. He

SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON

Then the writer goes on to give

a simple illustration. Here is the
world in which we live, and the larger

universe of which we are a part. From
whence did it come ? How did it come
into being? Think just as hard as

you can, and as long as you can, be
as honest as you can, and you will

JULY 22, 1956

By Rev. H. S. Hardcastle, D.D.

Pastor of Berea and Oakland

Congregational Christian

Churches, Chuckatuck, Va.

is, of course, doing just that. But he

needs to be reminded that he is unit-

ing with a great and a greater com-

pany. He becomes a member of the

Church universal. He is a fellow

Christian with any man and any

Vv'here in all the wide world who is a

member of any Church of Christ.

But more. He is a part of the lar-

ger company of the faithful, the con-

tinuing Church of Christ through the

centuries. At a luncheon club some
time ago, the speaker paid special

tribute to the manager of a firm cele-

brating its 100th Anniversary. He
snid ' Only a firm based on sound
jjrinciples and rendering useful ser-

vice conld have such a record." Then
looking around the tables he asked
' IS there any other member who rep-

resents a firm which has been in ex-

istence that long?" A member arose

and said quietly, "I have that honor."

Tliere was a moment of silence and
then the silence was broken by a
burst of applause, as the men realized

t'lat this minister, and every one of

ihem who was a member of the
Church was a part of a Christian fel-

lowship organized over 1900 years
ago!

But still more. We are a part of

a still larger fellowship of the faith-

ful. For there is the Church Invisible

and Triumphant as well as the Churcli

Visible and Militant. What about the

inen and women who were members
of your Church, who have died? Did

you take their names off the Church

Roll? Of course when a person dies,

you take his name off the active roll

of the Church, you mark his name off

tJie Church Membership Roll. But

does that mean that he is no longer

a member of the Church? Of course

not. He is still a member of Christ's

(;hurch. He has gone from the Church

Visible to the Church Invisible, from

the Church Militant to the Church

Triumphant. His name is still written

in the Lamb's Book of Life. He is a

rs)ember of the Church of Christ, in-

visible, immortal, eternal, victorious.

We are not only compassed about

with a great cloud of witnesses; we
arc a part of that great cloud of wit-

nesses. In the words of the title of

today's lesson WE BELONG TO A
GREAT COMPANY.
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Attention Children -Win A Prize - Have Fun

The new editor of this paper wants
your attention, please.

There has been a Children's Page
in THE CHRISTIAN SUN for many
years. Recently Mrs. Robert Lee
House furnished the materials. But
Mrs. House has married a new hus-

band and will not be able to write for

you.

What your editor wants to know is:

Do you want something in this paper
just for you? This question is directed

to the small and middle-sized boys
and girls. If you do, then what do you
want? Write to THE CHRISTIAN
SUN at 840 Sunset Avenue, Asheboro,

North Carolina, and tell me what it

is. Maybe we can't do just what you
fjay, but we can try..

Would you like to write letters

through the paper? Your name might
look good in print. How about some
poetry? You write it for school. Send
in some. The editor likes it. Or what
about a story, or an essay? That
would be fun, too. And some good
jokes will help. Try your hand, and
send something.

Right now we need something about
the camping at Moonelon this sum-
mer. Just to show you that my heart

is on the right side, the one who sends

the best poem or essay about Moone-
lon camping this summer will receive

a prize of five dollars ($5.00). That's

big money, isn't it? for just a little

old poem, or a page from your note-

book about something you learned,

or a pretty little essay concerning

the week at Moonelon.

Juniors and Junior Highs may
write. Be sure to tell which camp you
attended, your home church, your
Tiame and address. And you better

get the paper to me by August 15 so

the money can reach the winner in

time to huy something for school.

Will be watching the mails for your
letters.

y SHALLOW WELL CONGREGATIONAL CHRISTIAN CHURCH, SANFORD, N. C.

j

Our people at Shallow Well are Justly proud of their new $42,000 addition to their church building, which includes

several class rooms, a pastor's study, fellowship hall, and an assembly room which can be separated into class rooms
by the use of Modernfold Doors.

This year the church is 125 years old. It now has 350 members of the church, and the same number in Sunday
school.

Sunday, June 24, the church held open house so the msmbers and friends could see the improvements made re-

(cently under the leadership of a building committee composed of W. E. Cox, Chairman, Henry Todd, Hoyle Spivey,
L. J. Sloan and Gordon Wicker.

Deacons are Robert Watson, Chairman, Currie Thomas, Henry Todd, Jack Campbell, Jr., Lawton Maddox, Homer
Measamer, and Lendon Rollins.

I
The Reverend G. Julius Rice is the pastor who has led the church in this new venture. He is a native of Burling-

ton, N. C, studied in Southern Union and Elon College, graduating from the latter in 1952. Last month he received his

1

B.D. degree from Duke University. His wife is the former Evelyn Harris of La Grange, Georgia. They have two
children, Donnie and Bonnie.

Uuly 17, 1956 13



New Training For Orphanage Workers

Homecoming Being Planned

Children On Vacation
John G.

An "on-fhe-campus" training pro-

gram for houseparents and others

caring for youngsters in children's

homes in six Southeastern states was
instituted June 1 by cooperating or-

phanages and the School of Social

Work of the University of North
Carolina. The Duke Endowment is

helping with the financing of the pro-

gram as is also the Social Work
Foundation of the University. There
is a fee paid by each child-caring in-

stitution entering into this training

program.

Dr. Alan Keith-Lucas, of the Social

Work School of the University spent

several hours on our campus recently

going over our facilities, physical

equipment, and meeting our house-

parents and other workers. He met
many of our boys and girls and
delighted them with his kindliness

and attention. He seemed well pleased

with what he saw and felt.

Dr. W. C. Reed, chairman of the

governing board in appraising this

program says: "Although there are

more than 100,000 children in the

United States living in institutions,

little attention has been paid to the
training of those persons who are

primarily responsible for their daily

living. This is the first attempt to

bring such instruction to the child-

caring homes on a systematic basis,

thus providing opportunity for train-

ing to every houseparent."

The School of Social Work at

Chapel Hill has for several summers
conducted on the University campus a
week of training for houseparents,
and another for superintendents and
administrative officers. These train-
ing sessions are of great value to
those who can attend. However, it is

difficult for houseparents to be away
from their work in any appreciable
number, especially when the staff is

as limited as ours. I am planning to
attend the one-week session for super-
intendents this summer.

We are beginning now to look for-

ward to our annual homecoming pro-

14

Truitt, Supt., The Christian Orphanage

gram which is planned for the first

Sunday in September. This will be

in the nature of a special fiftieth

anniversary celebration. The presi-

dent of the Homecoming Society, Coy

M. Franklin, of Durham, N. C, has

asked me to let all know that the

occasion will be designed this time for

the general public and friends of the

Orphanage as well as those who were
once children here.

Many of our children are away onj^id

their two weeks vacation. Several of

them have enjoyed camp life, andf*

others of them are scheduled to go

to camp. Friends and sponsors have

been most helpful in arranging a

short leave for each child. It goes

without saying that we greatly ap-'

predate all your help and kindness,;

and especially during the summer'
when our income is low.

j

^jb

h
h
h
h

REPORT FOR WEEKS OF JUNE 27 AND JULY 4, 1956

SUNDAY SCHOOLS MONTHLY OFFERINGS

Amount brought forward -- $ 9,688.30

Eastern North Carolina Conference

Beulah $125.00
Ebenezer 83.61

Fayetteville 16.95

Good Hope 48.00

Morrisville 9.27

Mt. Auburn, S.S. 6.08

Oak Level 33.86

322.77

Eastern Virginia Conference

Berea (Norfolk) 8.00

Bethlehem (Nans), S.S. 44.22

Cypress Chapel, Bible School 4.46

Dendron, S.S. . 22.25

Liberty Spring, S.S. 10.00

Oak Grove 6.00

Portsmouth, First 41.50

Rosemont Special 60.00

North Carolina and Virginia Conference

Bethel, S.S. 10.93

Long's Chapel 95.00

Mebane 5.00

Reidsville, S.S 64.00

Western North Carolina Conference

Biscoe 15.00

Needham's Grove 35.00

Pleasant Cross, S.S 9.61

196.43

174.93

59.61

Virginia Valley Conference

Mt. Lebanon, S.S. 10.00

Winchester, S.S. 10.00

Total 773.7

Grand Total - $10,462.0

The Christian Suf

nor

4, at



More or Less Personal
;ial Offerings

mnt brought forward $16,331.37

ice Guild Circle, Palm St. Church, Greensboro, N. C. ....$ 5.00

Alma Gilliam, Burlington, N. C. 10.00

Jr. S. S., Mayflower Cong. Church, Minneapolis, Minn. 82.50

t Cong. Church of Ludlow Center, Mass 15.00

bthea Class, Suffolk Christian Church 5.00

& Mrs. H. B. Newman, Henderson, N. C 20.00

es' Bible Class, Cong. Christian Ch., Henderson, N. C. 25.00

y Smith, Newport News, Va 100.00

Hope Christian Church, Roanoke, Ala 5.00

tbearer's Class, Hopedale Christian Church 16.35

(to send a child to camp)
)kside Community S.S., Brookside, N. J 42.07

ndship Bible Class, Cong. Christian Temple 25.00

(camp trip for Betty Jane Rowland)
ceville S.S., Tifton, Georgia 3.00

Henry V. Harman, Haw River, N. C 3.00

3ter H. Roth Co., Inc. (dividend) 15.00

y Crocker Friendship Fund (coupons) 43
, H. S. Dawley, Hendersonville, N. C. 10.00

ners Cooperative Exchange (dividend) 12.69

J:emory of James Nelson Dennis, Jr., and
Kenneth Clyde Payne, Jr 5.00

lemory of W. L. Clark 5.00

ilemory of W. L. Clark 5.00

lemory of W. L. Clark 5.00

*Iemory of W. J. Ballentine 3.00

viemory of W. J. Ballentine 10.00

ilemory of W. J. Ballentine 5.00

viemory of W. J. Ballentine 10.00
yiemory of W. J. Ballentine 5.00

Viemory of W. J. Ballentine 5.00

viemory of W. J. Ballentine 10.00

viemory of W. J. Ballentine 5.00

/lemory of G. P. Bray, Sr. 10.00
;ial Gifts 315.56

il - $ 793.60
ad Total .....$17,124.97

il for the Two Weeks $ 1,567.34
il for the Year $27,587.01

3n Jflemoriam
"Blessed arc the dead who die in the Lord."

HINSHAW
1 June 7, 1956, at the age of 63, A.
Hinshaw departed this life. For
i^-two years he had been a member
aim Street Congregational Christian
rch, and for more than forty years
ad directed its choir. Several times
lad served as chairman of the dea-
, which office he held at his death,
trustees had used his service, and
Wicker Bible Class will long re-
ber him as teacher,
rzie Hinshaw was loved and re-
ted by the memt)ers of the church
community. At the age of twenty-
he confessed Christ, and through the
s he witnessed to that faith in
ch, at work, or wherever he might

though the church has suffered a
t loss, we feel that the purposes of
are "broader than the measure of

's mind," and we rejoice in the l)e-

that his soul is eternally secure with

J. Reece Craven
Tommy Hopkins

FARRELL

Mrs. Daisy Robertson Farrell, 76, of

310 North Maple Street, Graham, North

Carolina, passed away July 5, l'J,5(), after

four weeks of critical illness.

She was a native of Alamance County,

the widow of Robert (Bob) H. Farrell,

and a member of Providence Memorial

Congregational Christian Church.

Surviving are her two sons, R. Dewey
Farrell of Greensboro, and John 1).

Farrell of Graham, one sister, two
lu'others, and three grandchildren.

Religious services for her were held

July 6 at McClure Funeral Home in

Graham by the writer, and burial was
in Linwood Cemetery.

Wm. T. Scott

By the Editor

Those readers who have come this

far through the paper may be inter-

ested in a few more or less personal

matters concerning the editor and the
paper. If so, let's think together a
moment.

Editing overlaps with pastoring by
two months. My preaching obliga-

tions in Asheboro end with July, and
August was to have been vacation

time for me. It would have been far

easier to assume the editing in Sep-

tember, but that did not seem to be
the way it could be done.

Another big problem was moving
the printing from Richmond to Ashe-
boro. The printer here has been very
generous, eager, and considerate. It

is a real job to start a new project of

this kind. Only printers will know
how big a job it is.

The paper was practically prepared
with pages planned when news of the

death of the former editor came. Of
course, we wanted to change plans to

include material concerning him.

Now concerning policies for the

paper, a few things should be said.

This is to be a religious news-
paper. We want news from our
churches of the Southern Convention.

We shall try to give important infor-

mation concerning our denomination.

The activities of other religious bodies

should come into our pervue. What-
ever influences religion in our world
may enter the news of this paper.

Articles should be short. Long dis-

courses belong in some other kind of

magazine. Write, but say what you
mean in as few words as possible. It

costs money to print, and printing has

no value unless it is read.

Let's be friends. Sometimes some-
thing may be said that some of us

do not like. Then we must remember
that the other fellow has just as

much right to his opinion as we have
to ours. In a world like ours it

pays to be friendly.

A multitude of suggestions have
been received concerning what to do
with THE SUN. Many of them may
show in this first issue under new
management. But slips will be show-
ing also. Give us time; and give

us suggestions. We expect to do our
very best for the people represented
and the readers.

Changes of date of subscriptions

will be made soon.
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-^ji Old Paper With New Look
The Christian Sun Changes Format

The paper you are reading is old

enough, to be venerable, but, it is de-

voutly liopecf, not senile. For 112 years

it has weathered the storms, and only

once has it gone down, and then for

a count of only four years. The War
Between the States gave it a stag-

gering blow, but its survived.

When THE CHRISTIAN SUN made
its appearance in 1844, the first re-

ligious newspaper in America, THE
HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY
which was also a publication of The
Christian Church, was only thirty-

six years old. Hence THE SUN is not

a frisky youth with little experience.

Its size was small in the beginning,

as shown in the accompanying pic-

ture. It has been newspaper size, and
now it is reduced again. The present

size is based on cost and convenience.

It has been printed at Junto Acad-
emy, Hillsboro, Raleigh, Suffolk,

Elon College, Burlington, Richmond,
and now it comes from the press in

Asheboro, North Carolina.

Rev. Daniel W. Kerr started the

paper on his own, but for The Christ-

ian Church. At the first regular ses-

sion of the Southern Convention,

1858, the Convention took responsi-

bility for the paper and elected Rev.

W. B. Wellons editor.

Fourteen editors have served THE
SUN, eleven of whom were ministers.

Dr. J. Presley Barrett, Dr. James Os-

car Atkinson, Mr. John T. Kernodle,

and the present editor have all had i

The only instance in history of a

woman who was the mother of a

queen, an emperor and three kings
was Marie Letizia Bonaparte, born
in 1750. Her children were Caroline,
Queen of Naples; Napoleon, Emperor
of France; Joseph, King of Spain;
Louis, King of Holland, and Jerome,
King of Westphalia.

Henry Wilson, elected with Grant
in 1872, was the only man to gain
high office in the United States under
a name not actually his. Wilson's real
name was Jeremiah Colbaith. Being
an orpan, he was adopted by Henry
Wilson, and out of gratitude to his
benefactor, Colbaith legally adopted.'
Wilson's name. .,*

16 - .
' n

'

second chance at editing it. "
^

People often buy new clothes, or a
new car, before they really need them
because they want a new look. The
old things are not attractive enough.
The new may be worse, but they ar-e

different.

Changes in the paper were auth-
orized by the Board of Publications,

?nd the editor was charged witl;

responsibility of making a new
mat. Ideas have come from i

people. If this first issue turns
just to be just a conglomeral
please be patient. The editor

learn. He surely will if each of

will send him your ideas, which
are cordially invited to do.

< H insTi A\ sr\.
" '|Jn> I, oil in n S
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' • > > '^U^^i\x,\^ Will \»

i" 'i" s H>>u !(! their kn(M,l(HlgH
'„^H-" v'HM., irft>(|ou3 fro»l prejufllcf,
hon.xn, opportunities «f Um\,-
ing 'A }n lijmont. It may bo suppobf n
liMlml. that iIk' In-it >-ivr'\mmnu(v
i'umhUn-imr theii- proxiuratr to ty-
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In essentials. Unity

In non-essentials. Liberty f r

In all things. Charity

GENERAL

REPORT

ISSUE

Organ of the Southern Con-
vent! on of Congregational

Christian Churches.
Editorial and Publication

offices at Asheboro, North
Carolina.

CONGRATULATIONS

Dr. Douglas Horton (left), who served the General Council

as its minister and secretary for eighteen years and who resigned

last July to become the Dean of Harvard Divinity School, is shown
congratulating his successor, Dr. Fred Hoskins. Dr. Hoskins is a

graduate of Illinois College and the Divinity School of Yale Uni-

versity. He leaves the pastorate of First Congregational Church
of Oak Park, Illinois, to become the minister and secretary of the

denomination.



Here And There Among The Churches
MINISTER MOVING — The Reve-

rend Julius Rice moves from Shallow
Well to Bayside church August 1. He
succeeds Rev. Ernest Brickhouse who
has served as pastor since the church
was organized in September, 1954.

Mr. Rice has served Shallow Well
since 1953.

LEAVING US — The Reverend
Wm. P. Smith leaves the pastorate of

First Congregational Christian
Church of Portsmouth, Virginia, Sep-

tember 1 to become the minister of

West Richfield church in a suburb of

Cleveland, Ohio. While in North Caro-
lina he served as assistant pastor of

our First Church in Burlington, and
as pastor at Haw River. He married
Mi.ss Virginia Boyd, a graduate of

Elon. They have a two year old

daughter, Cynthia Lynne.

CHANGING JOBS — Sunday, July
29, the Reverend F. C. Lester will

jireach his last sermon as pastor of

o'lr Asheboro church, and probably
his last as pastor of a church. He
wns licensed in 1914 and ordained in

1916. He has served churches nearly
;dl the years since beginning at Haw
River in 1915. He is editing this

paper.

REVIVALS — The Reverend Fred
Register is to be the preacher in a
revival beginning July 29 at Shiloh.

Mr. Register is assisting Rev. Avery
Brown at Union Grove this week.
The Reverend John Bowers is to be

the assistant to Rev. M. L. Fogleman
in a revival at Pleasant Cross be-
ginning the first Sunday in August.

Revival is slated at Needham's
Grove beginning the third Sunday in
August.

OFFICERS ELECTED — Officers
elected at the Western N. C. Sunday
School Cnvention last week were:
President, Rev. Bill Simmons; Vice-
President, Martin Deese; Secy.-Treay.,
Mrs. Sherman Maness; Assistant
Secy.-Treas., Miss Lola Farlow.

LADIES' NIGHT will be observed
by the W. N. C. LAYMEN at a rally
on Saturday, July 28, at Spoon's
Chapel, according to announcement
by the president, H. V. Cox, Jr.

Speaker at the dinner meeting will be
Dalton Harper of Asheboro.

W. N. C. PILGRIM FELLOWSHIP
meets on Sunday, July 29, at Smith-
wood Church, near Liberty, beginning

at 2:30 in the afternoon. Young
people from all churches in the West-
ern Conference are urged to attend by
Betty Baker, secretary.

SEVERAL INTERNATIONAL
STUDENTS are at Elon College this

summer. If you would like to have
the privilege of entertaining them in

in your church, please contact Mrs.
W. J. Andes, Elon College, who will

make the arrangements.

OLD FRIENDS seen at the General
Council included Dr. and Mrs. Merton
French, formerly of the Elon College
faculty; Rev. A. Greig Ritchie, now
Executive Secretary of the Missouri
Council of Churches; Mrs. John Eld-
rcdge, the former Betty Chicoine, who
worked as a member of our Convent-
ion staff for several years ; Rev. Herb-
ert Councill, Jr., who is serving in

New York state; Rev. Joe A. French,
now of Lanett, Alabama; Rev. Carl
Dollar, formerly pastor of our San-

ford Church; Rev. Emmanuel Hedge-
beth of Holland, for several years a
pastor in North Dakota.

QUOTATIONS
During the past few years we have

done rather well for ourselves, as we
have substantially increased and met
our home expense budgets. But now,
with our own house in quite good
order, I pray we shall look beyond our
own four walls and recognize our
Christian duty to support the work
of the Kingdom around the world . . .

We will not be satisfied until our
church shall share on a basis of a dol-

lar for ourselves and a dollar for

others.

John H. Ives,

Chairman of Missions Council.

In its work the Board of Home
Missions looks in two directions. It

looks toward the churches, asking

what resources and services it may
properly, within its competence, and
within the accepted division of labor

in our fellowship, render to them for

the strengthening of their life. It also

looks away from the churches, not in

disregard of them but in their behalf

—asking how it may serve outwardly

so that some portion of the life they

have received shall be given back and
poured out in ministry to the world.

Truman B. Douglass,

Executive Vice President,

Board of Home Missions
X- -X- -x-

Last night, 500 refugees crossed

the frontier into West Berlin, and the

night before that, and they are cross-

ing tonight, in hope of freedom and
a better life.

Tonight 1,100,000 Arab refugees in

the Middle-East are waiting, still

waiting, having already waited eight

years.

In Hong Kong, Korea, Greece,

Vietnam, Indonesia, and Germany the

people wait and hope, still.

These are the ones, 30,000,000 of

them, whom war and the revolution-

ary ferment of our time have made
their victims. These are the people

who have become "the permanent
obligation of the churches."

R. Norris Wilson,

Director of Church World Service
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The 1956 GeneralCouncil
As I Saw It

MARTIN T. GARREN

One was almost compelled to come
away from the meeting of the General

Coimcil at Omaha with a feeling that

there had been sharp contrasts in the

proceedings at the meeting.

On one hand there were some def-

inite items to give the delegates con-

cern. The bitterness of some of the

opponents of Church Union was dis-

concerting. The all-night session, in-

dicative as it was of parliamentary
maneuverings and deadlocks, was
more typical of a secular meeting
than of a church council. The evi-

dences that all of us in our fellowship,

like the members of all other denom-
inations, are faced with definite and
demanding decisions in the field of

social relationships and human prob-

lems caused deep concern on the part

of many delegates.

To offset these vital and serious

concerns were the many items which
caused all of the delegates to take
pride in our denomination.

The overwhelming vote in favor of

the merger with the Evangelical and
Reformed Church was indicative of a
spirit of unity which was often over-

looked in the more dramatic accounts
of the happenings at Omaha. With a

vote of 1,310 to 179 favoring the
merger, most of the delegates left

Omaha looking forward with hope
and confidence to the convening of the

first General Synod of the United
Church of Christ in Cleveland on June
25, 1957.

The membership of our denomina-
tion should be greatly heartened by
the fine leadership shown by the offi-

cials of our fellowship at Omaha.
Also there was much inspiration to

be gained from the devoted participa-

tion of the laymen and laywomen in

the proceedings of the General Coun-
cil.

The theme of the General Council,

"The Cause of Christ I Make My
Own " was visibly demonstrated in

the excellent reports of progress
given by the various boards and
units which make up the denomina-
tional level of the Congregational and
Christian Churches.

The American Board dramatically
presented its accounting of its stew-

ardship as it told of its work through-

out the world. It emphasized the

great contributions made by the mis-

sionaries and the leaders of the

American Board. Everyone was
thrilled at the unfolding of the story

of the progress of the American
Board from the time of the Haystack
Prayer Meeting near Williams College

in 1806 down through the intervening

150 years. The delegates could see

how the statement of Samuel Mills

at the Haystack Meeting, "The Cause

of Christ I make my own," has be-

come the theme of our efforts to

extend the Kingdom of God.

The Board of Home Missions, using

as its particular theme "Peonle Here

pnd Now," showed how it is working

in manifold ways to carry the gospel

of Christ to people in all localities

across our land. All of the delegates

to the General Council were insnired

by the story of the Board of Home
Missions' ministry in city, town, and

rural areas in the new and expand-

ing communities in all parts of our

nation, on the college campus,

through the printed word, and among
under-privileged people. Many of the

delegates were particularly pleased

to see the emT)hasis placed by this

bnprd on evangelism and the local

church.

Many of the people at Omaha learn-

ed much of the work of the Congre-

gational Christian Service Committee

in the area of relief and reconstruc-

tion, as dramatically delineated in

one item of the work of the commit-

tee, that of its service to displaced

persons. Also, many learned of the

fine work being done by our fellow-

ship in the chaplaincy and the efforts

to carry the gosi)el to the men and

women in the military services.

There were many other sources of

inspiration. The worship services

MARTIN T. GARREN
Member of First Church,

Greensboro, N. C.

President of the Southern Con-
vention, the first layman to hold

this office in 100 years.

conducted by Cliaplain Cloma Huff-

man were high points in the activities

of each day. They were conducted

with dignity and reverence and

brought to the General Council a de-

termination that the theme, "The
Cause of Christ I Make My Own,"
should not be an empty phrase.

The joint service conducted by the

Pilgrim Fellowship, the Women's Fel-

lowship and the Laymen's Fellowship

was a memorable experience, as wa
the Sunday morning worship service

The communion service was a serv

ice of beauty, dignity and inspiratio

The dramatic presentation, "Measur
of a Moment," beginning a year of

celebration of the Haystack Prayer

Meeting was staged with skill and
appeal. The semniars offered oppoi

tunities to the delegates to wide

their spiritual horizons.

Most of the delegates left Omali

with a feeling that ours is a signifi

cant witness which will be strengthen

ed with the added numbers and in

creased vision which will come wit

the consummation of the union with

the E. and R. Church. At the sam
time the delegates were indelibly im

pressed that there are areas in ou

fellowship in which the need is great

As is always true we need more
money to make possible an cvor

expanding witness. Countless job

are not being done because the mate
ial resources are lacking. Even mor
evident, however, was the great nerd

for personnel. In all faeets of oi

fellowship people are needed. Traine

consecrated people must be found for

the many opportunities in Christia

Education, in the ministry to colleg

students in all institutions, whethe
church-related or not, in the missio

fields, and, above all, in th" ministi

in the local church. The pleas of oi

leaders made us feel the gravity o

the situation and emphasized to i

that it is imperative that we strive t

interest our best young people in full

time Christian Service.

Finally, the meeting at Omah
focused attention on the great net

for increased devotion and particiiv

tion by lay people in all areas of tl

life of our fellowship. No one wli

attended this meeting of the Gener
Council could fail to see the necessit

that each lay person bear his witne
to the best of his ability. Our mi
isters and trained Christian worker
in the churches and on the boarc

are doing highly efficient work und
trying conditions. They must ha^

the support and cooperation of tl

lay people of our fellowship.
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EDITORIALS
THE GENERAL COUNCIL

The General Council of Congre-
,p;ational Christian Churches is the
nime of the denominational agency
v/liich was created in 1931 when the
General Convention of the Christian
Church and the National Council of

Congregational Churches united in

Seattle, Washington. It is composed of

representatives of thirty-nine Con-
ferences and Conventions scattered
across the United States, Puerto Rico
and the Hiwaian Islands.

Delegates to the General Council
come from the more than six thous-
and churches. They meet to discuss
the larger interests of our united
work, to set standards and ideals tow-
ards which the churches should as-

pire, and to transact specific business.

In a free fellowship like ours the
Gf^neral Council has no authority over
either the conferences or the church-
es. In fact it has no ability to dictate

to the boards through which the
churches operate both at home and
abroad. The Council brings together
leaders from all areas who consider
the work being done by all denomina-
tional agencies. Members of the Coun-
cil are also members of the agencies.
Hence, the votes of the Council dele-

gates do help to fashion the polices of

all boards and agencies of the Con-
gregational Christian Churches

THE OMAHA COUNCIL

When the Council covened in Oma-
ha, Nebraska last June there were
about 1,500 voting delegates, 500 as-

sociate delegates, and another thous-
and visitors present. From the be-
ginning there appeared to be a real

purpose for the meeting, and the in-

terest was sustained through the week
of day and night sessions.

Two maior concerns were in the
minds of the people. Uppermost was
the proposed merger with the Evan-
gelical and Reformed Church which
had been under consideration for
fourteen years. The other had to do
with resolutions concerning the social

changes now taking place in our revo-
lutionarly world.

The weather was hot and humid,
but delegates were in their places both
day and night. Air-conditioning of the
beautiful Music Hall where we met
may have had something to do with
attendance, but not much. People
went to Omaha with a purpose, and
they intended that that purpose be
fulfilled.

THE PROPOSED MERGER

Determined opposition to the merg-
er was evident from the first. When
Malcom Burton insisted that the

Executive Committee of the Council
had made agreements with the Evan-
gelical and Reformed Church which
were not being reported in the thirty-

Iwo printed pages of actions taken
during the past two years, and sug-

gested that if a "full" report was not

made court action might follow, the

Executive Committee responded with
a call of the Council to begin at ten

o'clock that night to hear the reading
of ALL the minutes for the past two
years.

When the roll-call of conferences

was made at ten o'clock, thirty-seven

of the thirty-nine conferences answer-
ed. When roll-call came again at the

conclusion of the reading at 7:38 the

next morning, thirty-seven conferen-

ces reported with joy, like soldiers

who have completed a successful mis-

sion.

The resolution to call a meeting of

the United Church of Christ in June
1957 and to elect delegates from the

Council to attend that meeting made
possible the vote that resulted in

1,310 in favor and 179 opposed, with
11 abstaining. When Moderator Coe
said: "This is the big moment," and
announced the vote, the Council reve-

rently sang: "Praise God from Whom
All Blessings Flow." It was the big

moment for which an overwhelming
ma.iority of the General Council had
waited through years of debate, court

action, and great anxiety. At other
moments in the sessions there may
have been some similarity to political

conventions, but this was a very sol-

emn, religious moment when those
who believed they were following the

will of God for this generation joined

votes and took a step forward. Cau-
tiously, but forward the Church
moves.

SOCIAL RESOLUTIONS

Members of our churches are very
sensitive to the currents of life that
move across our world. The American
Board of Commissioners for Foreign
Missions, with its agents scattered far

and near, and other agencies of our
Church with their varied responsibili-

ties in human relations, will not let a
Christian conscience be at ease while
human beings anywhere suffer for

food, shelter, education, religious

ideals, freedom, or fellowship.

So it happens that the General
Council passed many resolutions that

have to do with human conduct. The
resolutions are written by individuals,

debated and changed by groups, and
eventually come through the Council

to the churches for their considerat-

ion. Doubtless no resolution is the

exact desire of any single individual,

but they all express the general

beliefs of the majority of the dele-

gate^.

Many of the resolutions passed by
the Council are being printed in this

issue of THE SUN so all who read

may know exactly what was voted. It

is hoped that readers will remember
how the resolutions are made, what
they are intended to express, and that

they are binding only to the extent

that we each try to make them effect-

ive in our own sphere.

Some of the resolutions are far

from what your editor wanted and
tried to get. But it is certain that all

of us much prefer to have them than
for our church people to be insensitive

to human needs. We may not agree on
methods for the accomplishment of

desired ends, but we must certainly

continue to be conscious not only of

the ancient man on the road to Jeri-

coh but the multitudes in refugee

camps and the people we meet day-

after day. The intent of the reso-

lutions, THE SUN believes, is to make
us aware that something is happening
about us, and that we should act like

Christians in a revolutionary world.

KEEP THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS

This week the legislature of North
Carolina is in an extra session to con-

sider what can be done to maintain
the public schools and the social pat-

tern of the state. For little more than
half a century the state of my birth

has assumed responsibility for the

education of all its children. Separate,

but equal, schools were to be provided
for the white and colored pupils.

Great progress has been made. That
little one-room school which so many
of us attended is a far-cry from the
magnificent consolodated schools
scattered across the state now. We
are pleased that our children have
much greater advantages than their

parents. They need them for their

day. We must not let their chance at

success slip.

That means that we must save the

public schools. Some people have
enough money to educate their chil-

dren, but most people do not. There
are no private schools to take the

place of public schools. We never had
an educated public until we had
schools for all. Let's keep our schools.
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PILLARS OF THE HOME
2. LOYALTY

Henry E. Robinson

A few months ago I was in a room I shall not soon forget. An aged and
paralyzed mother lay on a bed with her good hand wrapped in bandages so

she could not pull away the bed-clothes. She could speak no word beyond a

muffled sound. A daughter for seven long years had cared for her night and
day. Food, baths, laundry — all that goes with a bed-ridden invalid she

had supplied for seven long years. Often she did not know where the

necessities of life were coming fi^om. That didn't seem to matter. Her one

thought was her duty to her mother — by day and by night. Here was
loyalty that money could not buy.

A young teenager I know was out

with the gang one night. Someone
produced a flask and it began going

the rounds. When passed into his

hands he handed it back amid the

taunts and derision of his friends.

"Maybe you ought to go home to

mother," one said. He answered,

"That's funny, I was just thinking

about my parents and what they

would think of me if I came home
with liquor on my breath. I just

can't do it to them. Drop me off at

the next light." Here was loyalty

in a much different situation, loyalty

that was bound with real courage in

a difficult situation, loyalty that re-

flected training, instruction, and, I

suspect, some prayers in that home.

There come times in the life of

every family when its inner strejigth

is tested. There are times when the

income is less than the many needs
and demands of the home. Curtail-

ment, doing without, foregoing lome
coveted possession, test our family
spirit. Sickness which requires long
hospitalization and medical care and
which takes great amounts of time so

that the many must sacrifice for the
one, tests our loyalty one to another.

A father is transferred to a distant

city. Home, schools, friends, church,

teachers, must all be left behind. It

hurts down deep, and the sudden
shock of it is hard to take. But we
are loyal primarily not to a house, a
school, a circle of friends, but to the
family of which we are a part and in

which we have our deepest roots.

The time will inevitably come when
the children of a home must break
away and form new families. This is

life, this is God's plan for the propa-
gation of the race. Parents who try

to hold their children around them
and deny them the privilege of creat-

ing their own homes, do great in-

justice to all the natural and social

rights of an individual. But what be-

comes of loyalty when the family

breaks apart? Our loyalty then is

not to a particular group in a particu-

place. but rather becomes a loyalty

to the standards and ideals which
have been the strength in one's par-

ental home. Absolute fidelity between
husband and wife, sacrifice, if need
be, for one on the part of the many,
sharing of the work, the spirit of

cooperation, doing without the lesser

things that a greater good may be
achieved, faith in God, trust in

Christ and the church — these are

We have had a whole series of pets

in our home the past month. Just

before we went to Kodai, some little

boys brought the children three squir-

rels only a few days old. I rescued

them from the children, put them in

a box, and began raising them on

goat's milk. They thrived. I taught
one of the local boys how to care for

them while we were gone, and when
we returned home they were nearly

grown. When they were about ten

weeks old, we set them free in a big

tree. They haven't turned up dead,

so they must have made out all right.

By that time I had gotten a reputa-

tion in the village for raising little

wild things. So the same day a little

boy turned up with a bird the local

people call a "minar." (It looks as

though it were related to a robin, but

if the tongue is split they can teach

it to talk.) I had just told the little

boy who brought it that I could not

possibly raise a bird with two cats

in the same house, when out jumped
one of our "pussies" and made off

some of those ideals to which our

loyalty must be given without res-

ervation as we break ground for our

homes of the future.

Jesus caught the vision of a great

mission on earth. To its principle he

was loyal, unwavering. Satan tempt-

ed him to be untrue to his trust. The
Pharisees tried to catch him in con-

tradictions and discredit him before

the people. Some of his friends de-

serted him. One betrayed him, an-

other denied him. These and many
other obstacles could not break

through the holy trust that God had
placed in him. No difficulty was
great enough to sever his trust in

his heavenly Father. Something of

this same deep trust must prevail in

our families to hold them together

through the many tests that come.

Strangely enough the same strength

that prevails within the family will

effect a similar strength within each
individual. A well ordered home
means well ordered individuals. May
loyalty strengthen our homes as a

supporting pillar that it may also

strengthen each life.

with the bird before we knew what
was happening. The next day I dis-

covered the children with a baby
woodpecker. I rescued it and put it

into the squirrel cage. That night

a cat reached through the wire and
mauled it so badly we had to do away
with it. Again in the morning two
baby woodpeckers turned up at the

door. Three woodpeckers in two days
was too much! I took the birds a

safe distance from the house and got

the little boys to help put them into

a tree.

Our cats make excellent pets and
take all sorts of handling from the

children. Joy has taken to dressing

them in doll clothes, and has them
trained to lie or sit in any position

in which she places them. They keep
the house completely free of rats,

which is a real health protection to

us. They hiss at our goat which fol-

lows them around out of curiosity.

As yet they haven't bothered our
rabbit, but we don't dare leave them
alone together.

A Story Children May Like

Pets In India
By Mrs. Edward (Frances) Riggs

A Missionary Wife

Most of my time has been spent starting the children in school again.

Joy saw so much of Louis' first-grade work here at home last year that she

has gotten off to a running start and I'm having to think up tricks to slow
her down a bit.
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PresentValuesTo BeMaintained InNewChurch
Dr. James E. Wagner

(Dr. Wagner is president of the

Evangelical and Reformed Church.

This is part of the message he gave

to the General Council Tuesday, June
26. Ed.)

The spirit in which the Evangelical

and Reformed Church has partici-

pated in negotiations looking toward
the United Church of Christ can be

illustrated by two matters now writ-

ten into the record.

At the Joint Meeting of October 12,

1954, at which union negotiations

were resumed, a section of the minutes
reads as follows:

"It was suggested that the joint

meeting would do well to determine,

at the outset a frame of reference

against which, or within which, de-

cisions would be made. It was sug-

gested that such a frame of reference

might be found in this kind of state-

ment:

" 'It is our mutual aim to do those

things which will make us a better

"witnessing" church for the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, at

this particular time in history.'

"It was pointed out that unless

such frame of reference were kept in

mind we might easily l>ecome bogged
down in purely personal preferences,

fears or differences of opinion about

details."

Earlier than that, in 1948, in a

statement adopted by the General
Council of the Evangelical and Re-
formed Church it was declared:

"We hope that the union may move
forward to a speedy and satisfying

conclusion and that the Constitution

of the United Church may, through
the guidance of the Holy Spirit and
the experience of the new church, not

merely develop a compromise of two
former policies but, on a higher level,

conserving the values of both, may
bring forth a new polity and plan of

organization for the United Church
. . . (and voices) the conviction that

where a common faith in Christ

unites us, historical confessions and
polities shall no longer constrain us

to go our separate ways."

There are several implications dis-

cernable in that statement.

1. The Evangelical and Reformed
Church has never even remotely as-

sumed that its "way of life" should
or could be imposed on the United
Church of Christ.

2. By the same token it was as-

sumed that even "the Congregational
way" is not held so inflexibly that it

is not always subjected to the tests

of time, the scrutiny of God, and the

operation of mutual trust and gener-

osity.

3. This union, if it is to be the off-

spring of humility and hope, dare not

ever be conceived as the absorption

of one fellowship by another in which
the former would be required abject-

ly to cast off all of its past and its

precious traditions.

4. Each of our communions has
values it would bring as gifts to the

other and our union will be strength-

ened and enriched by incorporating

the best from us both.

Each of us does bring rich gifts

to the other as we enter into our
common life.

We should gratefully remind our-

selves of some of the hazards to ecu-

menicity which we have never had to

face. We have faced no question as

to mutual recognition of our min-
istries, or of the full validity of our

respective administrations of ordina-

tion and the rites and sacraments. We
have not had to wrestle with any
problem of inter-communion. We
have not been handicapped by any
superficial — I will not say artificial

— doctrine of "apostolic succession."

The "fruits of the Spirit" are the only

evidence each has required of the

other's being in the true apostolic

succession.

We expect from Congregationalism

a new sense of responsibility within

the local church.

We bring into the United Church
a larger commitment to orderly, reg;u-

larized procedure.

Congregationalism will lead us to

exalt the question of the present

Lordship of Christ: What is His will

for us in this situation?

We may bring with us a tendency

to base the contemporary question on
a fuller awareness of the historical

process — creeds and confessions —
reflecting the relationship between
God and man as that relationship was
revealed in Jesus Christ.

If Evangelical and Reformed tradi-

tion underlines the wholeness of the

Church — what Congregationalists

might speak of as "the claims of the
Fellowship" — we believe that Con-
gregationalism will teach us anew
that the essence of the Church is

found "where two or three are gather-

ed together in my name."

Already our deliberations and our
hopes have cast about the emerging
structure of the United Church of

Christ a character neither of our
communions would likely have achiev-

ed by itself.

There is now in sight the fulfillment

of that earlier hope of "a higher
level, conserving the values of both,

(which) may bring forth a new polity

and plan of organization for the
United Church of Christ."

Ours will be therefore all the more
wondrous opportunity to demonstrate
in our time and in this country for the
first time that this "impossible" can
be done, and that, further, in church
government as in life

"Our little systems have their day,
They have their day and cease to be;

They are but broken lights of Thee,
And Thou, O Lord, art more than

they."

The real worth and validitv of this

union in the sight of God will eventu-

ally be measured by how profoundly
and with what deepening devotion we
set about getting God's work done
in this world. If by the witness of

our united churches the world's
broken-hearted find hope and heeling,

the grieving have the comfort and
consolations of grace made real, the

aged discover that "at evening time
it shall be light" ; if young men and
women are wisely guided in the

choices they must make and strength-

ened when they have chosen "the

hard right against the easy wrong";
if men and women in the midst of

life's struggle are made "strong in

the Lord and in the power of His
might"; if the imperatives of God's
justice and love are brought effectu-

ally to bear on the relationships of

men in our workaday world and of

nations wrestling with the promise
and the peril of power: — that is, not
in devising new and grandiose
schemes for making the world better,

but in doing better the age-old min-
istries to which priest and prophet
have always given themselves: —
then time and the event and the silent

whispers of the Eternal God will con-

firm our present faith that the estab-

lishment of the United Church of

Christ was doing of His will.
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Greetings To The Evangelical And Reformed Church

Dr. Truman Douglass, Executive

Vice-President of the Home Boards of

Congregational Christian Churches.

The General Council of the Congre-

gational Christian Churches, meeting
in Omaha, Nebraska, June 20th to

the 27th 1956, sends you greetings.

We address you in humility and joy.
' We are humbled by the remembrance

of your patience through the years

when we have been making decisions

and painfully refashioning some we
once thought had been made. We re-

i

joice in being able to tell you that the

I

work which a great company of us

i have so long purposed in our hearts to

I;

do has now been accomplished.
! This General Council, by an affirma-

tive vote of 1310 to 179, with 11 ab-

stentions, has given its authorization

I

for the holding of the Uniting General

!
Synod of the United Church of Christ

j

and has elected delegates to represent

it at this meeting.

'i

j
We are heartened by the assurance

given us by leaders of your Church
that the delay has not dimished your
willingness to accept us as equals in

the band we have convenanted to-

gether nor lessened your eagerness to

walk with us as companions along the
new way which God has graciously

opened to us.

We have known tribulations in our
' efforts toward union. We ask you to

! believe that the severity of our travail

is also the measure of our desire that

this union should come to pass and
of the resoluteness of our purpose to

II accomplish it.

These years of hope deferred have
been difficult for us, as for you. Yet,

by God's mercy, some good things
have been wrought during the time of

waiting.

The written covenant we have made
—the Basis of Union with Interpret-

ations—has been subjected to rigor-

ous testing and is declared to suffice.

After nine years of discussion and de-

bate, of close scrutiny by eyes hostile

and friendly, of examination by sc-

I cular courts of law, it stands as a suf-

ficient compact for the beginning of

our common life. Our decision is une-

quivocal. We desire to proceed with

the union in accordance with this

covenant we both have approved.

We are mindful that even the most
skillfully drawn document cannot pro-

vide the foundation of union without

abundant good faith. We know also

that imperfect instruments may suf-

fice when employed in the service of

common purpose and made .strong

A Prayer When

MergerWas Voteil

By Dr. Fred S. Buschmeyer

Almighty God, Creator, Coun-
sellor, Sustainer, Redeemer,
Who hast made us one in thy

love, one in our constant need of

thy redeeming grace, one in our

hope that Thou wilt have mercy
upon all our failures and wilt of

thy great goodness lift even our

best efforts above the limitat-

ions of our own low vaulted

lives. We stand in a moment
when we feel that a new measure
of thy divine intent has broken

into our lives. We do not stand

in this moment flushed with the

sense of our own achievment.

We do stand humbly grateful for

that measure of thy grace which
has fallen upon us this day.

Grant, O God that as Thou hast

made us one we may little by

little, step by step come to ack-

nowledge our oneness in Thee;

our oneness in sympathy; our

oneness in hope; our oneness in

purpose that Thou shouldst rule

in our lives, that thy son Jesus

Christ should be the Lord of

our churches and that we should

day by day by thy grace walk

as true sons and daughters of

thy love. Hear this our prayer

as we remember thy guiding

power in the lives of our fore-

fathers and make us full of hope
and courage that by thy grace

we too may bring new light and
hope to the future. In the name
of Christ our Lord we offer our-

selves in dedication with this

prayer.

Amen.

by trust in one another. These years

of waiting have increased our cert-

ainty that we desire to form this

imion. We call to your notice that the

first vote to implement the Basis of

Union, taken at a General Council

meeting in Cleveland in 1949, was
carried by a majority of 81.5 per cent.

At this General Council the favorable

majority is 87.3 per cent. Our com-
mitment to this union has gained in

numbers and, we are sure, in depth of

conviction.

Through the years of delay both

you and we have come to know better

and to prize more highly our own
history and traditions. This is a fa-

miliar consequence of ecumenical en-

counter. We have gained in maturity
of understanding as to who we are ns

a people of God. Yet this does not

mean we have drawn away from om
another. In achieving the first sig-

nificant "break-through" penetrating
the barriers between different fami-

lies of churches in the United States,

we do not disown our traditions nor
carry our inherited riches in a slack

and careless grasp. We bring to one
another what is mo.st vigorous and
vivid in our past, believing that our
union will be the richer as each con-

tributes to it his veritable treasure.

Yet we have also known that no
heritage, hov/ever august, is to be set

in the i)lacc that belongs to Christ.

It is He, not our traditions, lo

whom we ascribe honor and glory. It

is He, not our history, who is the

Saviour of Men, the Desire of Nations,

and the World's Hope. It is He whose
sheep look to the scattered shepherds
and are insufficiently fed. It is He
who sees with compassion and sorrow
the brokenness of the world, and it is

for the sake of His world's wholeness
that we long to offer him a whole
Church. It is He to whom we would
bring a fellowship united in His name,
c<nd it is His lordship we would pro-

claim and exalt in our union.

We believe that as the United
Church of Christ is made truly His
Church it will not only gather in one
communion all the people of our two
fellowships but will summon to its

;i,mi)ler life others who, like us, bless

the Name that is above every Name.

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ

te with us all.
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Resolutions On Social Issues Ad
International Affairs
We, the members of the 1956 Gen-

eral Council of the Congregational
Christian Churches, affirm our belief

that: i

All men, regardless of race, nation-

ality, color, political beliefs or relig-

ious faith, have' an inherent and iiv

finite worth;

Mankind is, under God, one family,

and this unity is more fundamental
than the existenqe of nations, distinc-

tive social systems, and differing

stages of social development;

It is the will bf God that His hu-
man family should live together in

peace and mutual helpfulness;

All men, as individuals and as na-

tional groups, are sinners, prone to

disregard the needs and rights of

others, tempted to think of them-
selves more highly than they ought
to think, needing the correction and
the forgiveness of God and of their

fellowmen

;

National wealth and power are not
an occasion for pride or self-indul-

gence but are to be used in the ser-

vice of hurnan welfare, both within

and beyond the nation;

It is the particular responsibility

of the nations that are strong to help

bear the burdens of those that are
weak.

While the problems confronting the

contemporary world are many and
complex, the world situation, as we
see it, may be described under three

main aspects. First, in large areas
there is growing demand for social

change of revolutionary proportions.

Second, technological inventions are

profoundly altering our ways of liv-

ing; in international relations, there

is less and less possibility of isolation
— political, economic, moral or spiri-

tual. Third, the free, democratic way
of life is in profoundly serious com-
petition with the communist's way.

CHRISTIAN CONVICTIONS
In this situation, our Christian

convictions lead us to the following

conclusions:

1. We believe the most important
contribution the United States can
make to the world is not in anything
it may export but in what it is. A
perplexed and strife-ridden world
needs most from our country the ins-

piration of a society which maintains

order without sacrificing freedom,
which believes in and practices just-

ice, which provides for the material

needs of the people, where there is

unity without enforced uniformity,

where the dignity of all men is re-

spected, and which strives to live in

peace and mutual helpfulness with
its neighbors. This is our first re-

sponsibility as American Christians,

and to this task we dedicate ourselves,

2. The armed strength of the

United States and of the free world,

while apparently essential in

existing circumstances, is only a par-

tial and negative defense of the free

way of life. A stronger and more
lasting defense lies in the vigorous
and sustained use of American polit-

ical, economic, and moral resources to

help weaker countries develop their

social institutions.

3. Not primarily as a way of de-

feating communism, but as a way of

serving human life and of meeting
its moral responsibility, the United
States should support a larger pro-

gram of economic and technical aid

to Asia, Africa, the Middle East,

Latin America, and other parts of the

world where it is needed. This should

be done through both American gov-

ernmental and private agencies and,

in much larger proportion than now,
through the United Nations. We do
not believe the United States can

afford to postpone this larger pro-

gram until the increased cost can be

met by savings from disarmament.
As a means of assisting economic
development in the under-developed

areas, our country should join in a

multilateral program of economic de-

velopment through the United Na-
tions, such as the Special United Na-
tions Fund for Economic Develop-

ment, SUNFED. We also strongly

support the international exchange
of students.

4. The true welfare of people in

the contemporary world requires em-
phasis on their interdependence, their

international responsibiliy, and their

political maturity, as well as their

right to national sovereignty. But
the policies of our government should

never leave in doubt the basic sym-
pathy of the American people with
struggles for freedom and equality.

The Christian conception of the worth
and dignity of human beings cannot,

we believe, be reconciled with indef-

inite continuance of colonialism, in

either its traditional or its Commun-
ist forms.

5. Our country, with its great re-

sponsibility in the free world, should
persist in the effort to negotiate set-

tlements between Communist coun-
tries and ourselves. We should avoid

concessions that would weaken free-

dom and discourage people who live

under the Communist yoke. We
should recognize that neither side

should be expected to make all the
concessions.

6. The livelihood of men and wom-
en in most countries is closely related

to the volume of international trade.

The United States, as the world's

richest and greatest creditor nation,

has a special obligation to follow

domestic and international practices

which will increase the flow of such
trade. We support the United States'

program of Reciprocal Trade Agree-
ments and its international counter-

part, the General Agreement on Tar-

iffs and Trade. We urge that the

U. S. join the Organization for Trade
Cooperation, which provides the ad-

ministrative machinery for the Gen-
eral Agreement on Tariffs and Trade.

7. We urge our government to in-

tensify its leadership in the effort to

achieve a substantial reduction in

armaments. We believe that the cause

of justice and freedom will best be
served if the reduction is on a multi-

lateral basis, with safeguards against

evasion of agreements. We oppose

any intensification of nuclear weapon
tests that would constitute a threat

to world confidence in our peaceful

intentions or aggravate the armament
race in the present world situation.

8. To the United States and United
Nations atoms-for-peace programs we
give our strong support.

9. We urge the liberalization of our

national immigration laws to bring

them in line with our national char-

acter and position in the world today.

10. We oppose further emergency
immigration legislation as a substi-

tute for an adequate revision of our
immigration laws.

11. The people of the United States

should seize every opportunity to help

the Arab countries and Israel achieve

a peaceful and cooperative relation-

ship. We urge our government, work-
ing through the United Nations, and
through its agencies, to persevere in

offering diplomatic and economic aid

8 The Christian Sun



I By The General Council 1956
ireaching a settlement of disputes,

sticularly in solving the problem of

':estinian refugees. We urge that

[ rch members acquaint themselves

[roughly with facts, using various

[rce materials.

Provide increased funds for the

ifds of the refugees through the

ligregational Christian Service
nmittee in cooperation with church
"Id service.

2. We note with satisfaction the

:rease of inter-cultural contacts be-

\ien the United States and the

7iet Union and urge the further

I elopment of such contacts as that

ithe recent visits of church leaders

il professional groups.

.3. We reaffirm our support of the

;ited Nations as an indispensable

trument for the discussion of inter-

ional problems, and for coopera-

3 action on behalf of world peace

1 welfare. We believe the organi-

•ion to be an important means
i'ough which Christians can make
aningful and practical their devo-

n to human brotherhood and mu-
d aid. We believe the United Na-
ns can give most effective service

it becomes increasingly universal

membership. We applaud the pur-

ses of UNESCO, the World Health
ganization, and the various special-

d agencies of the United Nations
i acclaim their programs for better

acation, better health, better agri-

Iture, and better child care through-
t the world.

jacial Integration
We the members of the 1956 Gen-
ii Council of the Congregational
iristian Churches, reaffirm the act-

is taken by five previous General
iuncils in pledging OURSELVES to

krk for a nonsegregated church in a

nsegregated society.

We declare our belief that the Gos-
1 of Jesus Christ is for all men
thout distinction as to race or color,

e further believe that the Church is

• its nature a fellowship whose only

3t for membership is the individ-

.I's faith in the Lord Jesus Christ
id the intent to follow Him.

Recognizing that our deeds do not
lly match our words, we humbly re-

dicate ourselves, and call upon all

embers of our churches to rededi-

cate themselves, to the unfinished

task of achieving a racially integrated

society.

We call upon the boards, conferen-

ces, seminaries, colleges, institutional

homes, and local congregations of our
fellowship to follow practices consist-

ent with clear polices of non-discrim-

ination.

In consonance with these principles

we urge that the resources of exper-

ience, leadership and finances in our
fellowship be made available to those
churches, schools, colleges and de-

nominational agencies that are en-

deavoring to move towards racial in-

clusiveness. We further urge that the

Executive Committee of the General
Council, in cooperation with the
Southeast Regional Council, set up
consultations with representatives of

the appropriate conventions and con-

ferences looking to their early inte-

gration on geographical rather than
racial lines.

We urge that the Division of High-
er Education and the American Mis-
sionary Association initiate a consul-

tation with responsible officials of the

colleges affiliated with the denomi-
nation to examine all aspects and de-

grees of racial discrimination and to

seek their elimination.

We request a report of progress
made in the biennium to be presented
to the 1958 General Council.

We note with gratification that our
nation, through decisions made by its

highest court, is now committed to

eradicate segregation, based on race,

from public services and institutions,

including schools and colleges.

We commend the National Associ-

ation for the Advancement of Colored
People and other organizations that

have employed the judicial processes

provided under our constitution to de-

fine and enlarge the scope of human
rights for all our citizens.

We further commend the spirit in

which the pastors and church mem-
bers in Montgomery, Alabama, are

struggling for non - discriminatory
treatment in the busses of that city.

It is our firm conviction that the
constitutional rights of all persons to

engage in free and open discussion of

all the issues in race relations must
be assured, along with the right to

vote and to join organizations of their

own choice, without becoming the ob-

jects of economic reprisals, threats or

acts of violence.

We recognize that the problems of

racial integration confront our people

in all sections of the country. Resi-

dential segregation makes integration

difficult in neighborhoods, schools,

churches, and other associations even

where individuals are willing to ac-

cept persons on their merits. Patterns

of restriction based on race are main-

tained in the housing market. At-

tempts are often made to justify these

restrictions on the basis that neigh-

borhood integration depresses eco-

nomic values. We call attention to

authoritative studies indicating that

property values in mixed neighbor-

hoods stabilize at the same level as

those prevailing in comparable all-

white neighborhoods.

We pledge ourselves to support

non-segregated practices in selling,

buying, and leasing property, and we
call upon our fellow Congregational

Christians to do likewise. We urge

realtors, builders, mortgagors, and
government housing agents to follow

non-discri minatory practices in their

business.

We urge churches in localities

where the racial composition of the

population is changing to extend their

ministries to all the people in the

area and to welcome them into mem-
bership. We urge conferences, con-

ventions, and boards to encourage
such churches with counsel and fi-

nancial resources.

We are grateful for progress in

equal and non-segregated employment
opportunities, achieved more easily in

a time of full employment. We accept

the responsibility to help in consoli-

dating these notable gains, and to ex-

pand them as rapidly as possible in all

parts of the nation.

We recognize that, at the present

time, some of our local congregations

face extreme difficulties in teaching

and practicing racial integration.

Humbly acknowledging shortcomings
in this respect even where circum-

stances are relatively favorable, we
assure our fellow-members who are in

particularly difficult situations, of

our sympathetic understanding. Unit-

ed in Christ, let us encourage and
strengthen each other in faith and
obedience while we labor, with God's
help, to achieve a non-segregated
church in a non-segregated society.

jly 24, 1 956 9



Women At The
General Council

By Mrs. F. C. Lester, President

Women's Fellowship of the

Southern Convention

PRE-COUNCIL SESSION
With the temperature about 100°

a large group of women stayed in the

afternoon session in our non-air-

conditioned church in Omaha from
1:30 until 5:00 on Monday, June 19,

which is a tribute to their interest in

the Women's Fellowship.

Mrs. Edgar Bark, national presi-

dent, who spoke at our last year's

fall conferences, presided. Rev. Lil-

lian Gregory, who so ably led our
Bible study at the School of Missions

last year, gave the meditation for

the afternoon. The remainder of the

program consisted of two panels. One
was entitled, "This Is What I Mean
By . . . ," each of the six areas of

work being presented. The other,

"This Is the Way We Do It," suggest-

ed ways an ideal women's society

would plan programs, finance its

work, etc. It was my privilege to

present "Spiritual Life and Evangel-
ism" in the first panel. So far as I

know, no other woman from the

Southern Convention was present for

the meeting, so I could qualify as an
"expert."

As a member of the committee

planning the program booklet for

1957-58, I had to attend several "ex-

tra meetings" between sessions of

the Council.

BANQUET
Three hundred and fifty women

crowded into the ballroom of the

Blackstone Hotel in Omaha on the

evening of June 19 for a banquet and
a speech. Both were good! Miss
Elsie Farris, an attorney of Long
Beach, California, who has recently

visited Southeast Asia, stirred our
hearts as she pleaded that we make
a highway for our God with our lives.

She told of good work the government
and the United Nations are doing in

Southeast Asia, and begged the

Church to send its best representa-

tives to this crucial area of the world.

SUNDAY EVENING SESSION
On Sunday evening, June 24, the

Women's Fellowship joined the Lay-
men's Fellowship and the Pilgrim
Fellowship in a service of worship and
dedication planned by Mrs. Earle Lin-

den of Rhode Island and entitled "I

Saw the Lord." A speech choir, com-
posed of twenty-five men and women
shared in the service. Southern Con-
vention people participating were
Rev. and Mrs. Jack Akin and Martin
Garren.

Mrs. Bark told of the work of the

Women's Fellowship as it expresses
itself in worship and work, and pre-

sented Mrs. F. Gushing Foss, chair-

OUR NATIONAL LEADERS — These leaders are the Reverend Lillian Greg-
ory (left), executive secretary for women's work of our denomination, whose
office is in Chicago; Mrs. Edgar Bark, president of the National Women's
Fellowship of Wauwatosa, Wisconsin; Miss Florence Partridge, executive sec-

retary of women's work for the Evangelical and Reformed Church, whose
office is in Cleveland, Ohio; and Mrs. Guy Benchoff, president of the Women's
Guild of the Evangelical and Reformed Church of Woodstock, Virginia.
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man of the Woman's Gift. $330,0
(a gain of 22% over the last bieni

um) was symbolically dedicated

Mrs. Foss told of the work it repil

sents in the Conferences, the Boa
of Home Missions, the Americi
Board, the Council for Social Actic

and the Service Committee.

WOMEN'S SHARE
attending the

,Pop

The women attending the pr'

Council session on Tuesday thoug
the day well-spent, in spite of tl

heat. Those sharing in the Sundi
evening service were stirred to a pol

of personal dedication. The wom(
of our Church were much in evidenJi *

at the business sessions of the Ge
eral Council, sharing in the work
all boards and committees, from tli

hard-working executive committee (i

down. One of our women, Mrs. W. Ip

'

Williams, was elected as a member
the Directors of the Board of Hon!

Missions. I am happy to have he4

chosen as a member of the Constit
ting Convention with the Evangelic;

and Reformed Church, which
meet in Cleveland next year.

Women from the Southern Coi

vention attending the General Counc
were few in number — Mrs. Aki:

Mrs. Edward Bresko and myself

GIFTS TO OFFER
We have three great gifts that

must disseminate among our fello\\

wherever there is need, three grej

F's, if you please!

First comes FOOD, some of thos

vast surplusses that we don't kno
what to do with. Somehow we muf
devise a way to get this sustenance
hungry people, without disruptin

their or our normal economy. Befoi

anything else, people must eat .

Second comes FINANCE. Foo
lasts only a day or two. Financi:

assistance wisely administered ca

help people in the foreseeable futui

to take care of their own food need
Third, we have a FAITH we mus

share. Food and finance are both o

the necessary but lower planes of e?

perience. To direct and inform all els

that we do there must be a hig

spiritual purpose. Without such a

interpretation of the meaning of lif

the Christ way of living, loving

serving, nothing else matters mucl
and we might as well just resign oui

selves to await the final cataclysm c

sin and strife and mutual self-d(

struction.

Robbins W. Barstov
Director of Overseas Relie.

National Council of Churche

The Christian Sui



ttnpus Idols

id Ideals
Mrs. tdward Bresko

' Petersburg, Virginia

Cmpus Idols and Ideals" was the

of Rev. Dr. Listen Pope, dean
s Divinity School of Yale Uni-

when he spoke to the General

il on Monday evening under the

)rship of the Board of Home
>ns.

Pope said that indifference can

16 a false religion. Principles

3 cult, he asserted, are "lack of

siasm about anything, limitation

^alty to anything, serious res-

ons about everything." Because

is mood, university people —
ats and faculty alike — appear

J more reserved and cautious

;han some of their predecessors

Dr. Pope observed. He stated

ji America's password is "Keep
[shirt on," which is a bad creed

'8 by and a disgrace to pass on
e younger generation. We must
;! that there are moments when
'comes necessary to roll up our
es!

; know that education is good
colleges are to be praised, but
iised the question, "Is education

idequate lamp unto our feet?"

iimes education opens up more
s of uncertainty. He asked,

I man live by books alone, or die

dently with a diploma in his
?"

was reassuring to hear him state

religion has a better hearing
less opposition today. There

IS to be a new gravity and new
ations.

ir Congregational Christian de-

ination established colleges and
let them go free of denomina-

il ties. The percentage of college

uates is higher in our denomina-
than in any other, according to

Pope's remarks.

3W is the time to make Christian-

i living force in colleges. Edu-
m without religious and moral
h is incomplete and dangerous —
le reiterated that the essence of

ation should be religion,

r. Pope reminded us that it is high
to discard man-made cults,

:h are barriers to faith. Now is

time of decision, according to

"The galaxy of gods will totter,

the God of all ages and His Son
IS Christ will stand forever."

/24, 1956

Measure
On the evenings of June 23 and 24

in the Civic Arena in Omaha, Nebras-

ka, a professional cast of more than

two hundred people moved across the

stage in a setting of spectacular

grandeur to tell the story of the living

Bible. Against a background of

majestic music, in dances of stately

and sometimes weird symbolism, in

song and spoken word, the actors un-

folded the Bible story, and the chal-

lenge which the cause of Christ is

facing at this moment in the world's

history.

Measure of a Moment is a dis-

tinguished and elaborate undertaking.

It climaxed many observances of the

one hundred and fiftieth anniversary

of the Haystack Meeting in a New
England meadow, which led to the

founding of the first missionary so-

ciety in the United States — the

American Board of Commissioners for

Foreign Missions.

In the thrilling spectacular, given

under the sponsorship of the Ameri-

can Board, with laymen and clergy

from Omaha and surrounding com-

munities supporting it, the problems

and dangers facing the church today

were shown to be just as urgent, just

as monumental as those faced in the

earliest days of the church's work.

An audience of some five thousand
delegates and townspeople saw the

work of the church unfold, beginning

with a startling flash of lightning like

a giant sword cleaving the centuries

back to those five young Christians at

the start of their endeavors. Out of

the complete darkness came the slow

beat of time. Dim light revealed the

mass of humanity — formless, lack-

ing direction, striving to re-form and
be recognized. Then scenes from this

vulnerable mass of searching people

fell into their respective places in the

history of a moment in time.

The entire production, staged "in

the round," was encircled by the audi-

ence in the Arena who saw witch doc-

tors, pagan rites atop a volcano, mobs
about to take the lives of Christians.

Scenes of children working in mines,

learning about health and many other

situations helped to tell the story of

Christianity at work.

An imaginative and talented group,

drawn from many areas of dramatic
skill, worked togther in the creation

of this production with a common
concern — that the theater return

Of A Moment
creatively to its origin in the church.

Measure of a Moment was conceived

and written by Helen Kromer, who is

probably best known for having

written the "Festival of Faith" which
jammed Soldiers Field in Chicago at

the opening of the Second Assembly
of the World Council of Churches
and who is a former member of the

Advance staff.

Raymond Massey, well-known star

of stage and screen, took the part of

the narrator. The original score for

orchestra and voices was composed
by Charles Strouse, who has many
notable scores to his credit, and the

choreography was by Don Redlich.

The producer was John F. Becker,

known for his productions for the

Columbia Broadcasting System. The
sets were created by Marvin Horbet,

while the costumes, as magnificent as

Hollywood could make them, com-
pleted this memorable production.

—In Advance

RESOLUTION OlS! FEDERAL AID
TO EDUCATION

We support Federal Aid to Edu-
cation to supplement state and local

appropriations and as a means of lift-

ing the level of educational facilities,

and equalizing educational opportuni-

ties.

We hold that such aid should be ex-

tended only to public schools.

We believe it should be applied in

such a way as to encourage the Su-

preme Court's rulings on integration.

RESOLUTION ON STATEHOOD
FOR HAWAII AND ALASKA

Whereas Hawaii has attained po-

litical, economic, cultural and re-

ligious maturity and whereas she has
successfully absorbed into her citizen-

ship peoples of many races and cul-

tures, and whereas she has qualifi-

cations for statehood such as those

demanded of other territories when
admitted to statehood, and whereas
the territory of Alaska has been in

our hands since 1869 and now has a

rapidly increasing population with
prodigious potential for growth, and
wherc-us Alaska's capacity to contrib-

ute to the Union would be greatly

increased by the responsibility of

Statehood, therefore be it resolved

that the 1956 General Council of Con-
gregational Christian churches reaf-

firm the actions of previous Councils

and urge the Congress to take steps

to admit Hawaii and Alaska to state-

hood with all speed.
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WITNESSING THROUGH SUFFERING
Memory Selection: Cast all your care upon him; for he careth for you

I Peter 5:7

Background Scripture: Acts 12:1-5; I Peter 1:4: 12-5:14

Devotional Reading: 11 Timothy 2:1-13

Here is a word of encouragement for those who suffer, especially for those
who suffer for their Christian convictions. And here is a challenge to all of
us to be willing to witness to our faith, even though it involves suffering.
Come to think of it, our religion does not cost many of us very much. There
are not many of us who are suffering for our faith. And for many, when
their religion involves any hardship or suffering, they give it up. But it was
not thus in the beginning, should not be now, and never will be for those
who follow Christ. Peter was writing to his fellow-Christians who were
suffering for their faith, and he urged them to bear their witness, even
though it did involve hardship and suffering.

A LIVING HOPE

"Who in his abundant mercy hath
begotten us again unto a living or
lively hope by the resurrection of
Jesus Christ from the dead." When
Jesus died on the Cross, hope died
with him. The world had fallen in on
the disciples. They thought that it

was He who should redeem Israel.

But not for long. For three days
later they learned that He was alive
again, and succeeding days confirmed
the report and convinced them that it

was true. This begot within them a
living or a lively hope. God could be
trusted. Christ had kept his word.
Personal values were conserved. Be-
cause He lived they had the assurance
that they too would live. They went
out to live confidently, courageously,
victoriously. Let this thought sus-
tain them in their trials and tempta-
tions.

AN INHERITANCE
INCORRUPTIBLE

"To an inheritance incorruptible,
and undefiled, and that fadeth not
away, reserved in heaven for you. .

."

Our treasures on earth are insecure,
temporal, tainted, uncertain, inade-
quate. They are not wrong; they
are simply insufficient for our im-
mortal spirits. Man cannot live by
bread alone. But Christians have an
inheritance that is incorruptible and
eternal. Moth and rust cannot affect
it. God is able to keep that which
we commit unto him against that day.

A SALVATION BY FAITH

"Unto a salvation ready to be re-

vealed in the last time, to those who

12

are kept by the power of God through
faith. .

." The order is reversed here,
but the truth is not affected. Through
faith a man comes into a new rela-

tion with God in Christ which recon-
ciles him to God and gives him the
experience which is best expressed in

the word salvation. This does not
come by works; it is the gift of God,
the gift of his grace. But it is not a
finished thing, but a growing thing.
We must work out our salvation, but
it is God who worketh in and with us.

And in his good time, we shall see
him as He is for we shall be like him.
The secret of it all is that we are
kept by the power of God. We can
do all things that need to be done,
and bear all things that must be
borne, in the strength that comes
from Christ — this is what Peter is

saying.

A TRIAL OF FAITH

But it is not always an easy mat-
ter. There inevitably come "trials
of faith." Faith cannot develop in a
sheltered, easy life. It must be re-
fined even as gold is refined, in the
fires of trials and temptations and
persecutions. Only such a faith is

SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON

JULY 29, 1956

By Rev. H. S. Hardcastle, D.D.

Pastor of Berea and Oakland

Congregational Christian

Churches, Chuckatuck, Va.

of any practical value to men ai

women. In one sense faith is sore
thing achieved, not something give
It grows rugged and strong throuij
struggle. It flourishes best, n6t

'

prosperity, but in adversity; not
bright days but in dark days. Ti
folks with the most radiant faith a'

the folks who have passed throu|'
the fire and have been tried as if

fire.

AN UNSEEN, BUT NOT AN
UNKNOWN AND UNLOVED GO^

"Whom having not seen, ye love;
whom, though now ye see him nd
yet believing, ye rejoice with a jO

unspeakable and full of glory." ]S

man has seen God at any time, t
cannot be seen with the physical ey
He does not speak in an audible voic
But He can be known, and He can 1

loved. Indeed there are counties
people who love him, serve him, sacr^

fice for him. By faith they see hii

who is invisible. And their fait

rests upon the revelation of the Gc
who cannot be seen in Jesus Chrii
who could be seen. If God is lil

Christ, and Jesus said He was, the
we can trust him and love him an
serve him.

A GOD WHO CARES

"Casting all your care upon hire
for he careth for you." That is wha
men want to know. The knowledg
of God's wisdom and of God's powe
may leave them cold. Indeed it ma
leave them fearful. But if God cares
if God loves, if God is concerned
ah, that's different. And that i

what Peter is saying to these peopi
who are having a hard time. Go<
does not always keep us from troublt
but He will help us in the time o
trouble. His power is able to mak
us more than conquerors througl
Christ who loves us and gave him
self for us.

A SUMMONS TO ARMS
"Be vigilant, be sober, because you;

adversary the devil, as a roaring lion

walketh about, seeking whom he maj
devour. .

." We are not to be lazy
slothful, careless. The devil is alway
on the job. He must be faced, resist
ed, put to flight. We are to put or

the whole armour of God and having
done all to stand. We must fight the

good fight of faith.

The Christian Sun



V^omen Visit The Orphanage
Dr. John G. Truitt, Superintendent

We were very happy to have the women of the School of Missions visit

Orphanage. The large number present and the interest shown were very
ouraging aspects of their visit. Many of them went upstairs in each of

Wildings to see the newly painted and well-kept rooms. They visited the

Hig-room and kitchen. They admired the bright and happy children. They
tned pleased with all that was being done.

nancial Report For July 11, 1956
ount brought forward - $10,462.04

item North Carolina Conference

[ope Mills $ 5.00

iberty (Vance), S. S. 50.00

few Hope 25.00

ftern Virginia Conference

lerea (Nans.) Bible School $15.00

prings Hill, S.S 7.98

Windsor, S.S 20.50

•th Carolina and Virginia Conference
Apple's ChaDel $15.00

Hirham, S.S. 53.80

•reensboro. First 53.02

.00

43.48

istern North Carolina Conference
race's Chapel $11.85

'easant Union 33.59

ion 30.00

linia Valley Conference

bppa —
M
ind Total

121.82

75.44

6.00 .00

i;ial Offerings

lount brought forward ...

I of First Cong. Christian Ch., Roanoke, Ala $ 8.50

•pral Mills Inc. (for counons) 10.57

i & Mrs. D. M. McLelland, Elon College. N. C . 10.00

ly Sue Brittle S.S. Class, Bethlehem (Nans.) Church 5.00

:ns: People's Class, Hopedale Christian Church
(to send a boy to camp) 15.00

:ng People's Class, Reidsville Church 15.00

J R. L. Hendrickson, Lincoln, Kansas 75.00

Robinson, Chicago, 111. 2.00

tien's Fellowship, Southern Convention of

Congregational Christian Churches 30.00

land Mrs. J. E. Branch & Dottie, Garner, N. C. 50.00
I remory of W. J. Ballentine 5.00

I [emory of W. J. Ballentine 5.00

1 [emory of W. J. Ballentine 5.00

; temory of W. J. Ballentine 5.00

I [emory of W. J. Ballentine 5.00

I temory of W. J. Ballentine 5.00

I femory of W. J. Ballentine 10.00
I (emory of W. J. Ballentine 5.00

I 'emory of W. J. Ballentine 20.00
I emory of W. J. Ballentine 10.00
I lemory of Grace Slate Arant 10.00
I emory of Mrs. Robert Farrell 5.00
I temory of J. A. Warren 20.00
D'ial Gifts 186.40

5tt .~ z
f id Total

0|1 for the Week
3jl for the Year

[i; 24, 1956

.$ 326.74

.$10,788.78

$17,124.97

.$ 517.47

$17,642.44

.$ 844.21

.$28,431.22

I could not help but recall a beauti-

full line in Psalm 68:10 which reads:

"In Thy Goodness, O God, Thou didst

provide for the needy." And where,
please tell me, are there more needy
than little homeless children, without
friends, without food, without love?

These women represented more than
35,000 church members all across

the Southern Convention who became
God's helpers in giving these little

children a good home and bright sur-

roundings with good training.

It was in the song of people of

God, "In Thy goodness, O God, Thou
didst provide for the needy." In their

worship God's people brought the

needy and God together in their sing-

ing and praise. I asked a Hebrew
once during the "depression" several

years ago why I did not see the Jews
begging. "Some of them may," he
replied, "but we are taught to take
care of our needy. We look out for

the needy ones." Three thousand
years ago they put praise in the

worship to God for looking out for

the needy, and they looked upon
themselves as being God's servants,

helpers.

There are many ways for the

Church to spend its money. But after

the needs of the neediest have been
carefully checked, and a child is

placed at the mercy and keeping of

the Church it is not good if we neglect

to do our duty toward that helpless

child. Blessed is the man who helps

the needy, who invests his money in a
child, who gives that child a chance to

be a happy, wholesome child.

Many have had the help of our
churches as it is expressed in the

Orphanage and they say with the
psalmist of old, "In Thy goodness, O
God, Thou didst provide for the

needy." Few, if any, will be poorer
for helping a needy child. We must
be on the alert here to learn in each
individual case what is right and good
for the child, to give that child the

best possible guidance in its growing
up, and if possible to help the child

find a better home. Not many of the

children here, any more, return to re-

established homes. Recently one has
been adopted into a good home. Those
of us here in the child-care field are
seeking to keep up to the best possible

standard of handling of each one.

Interest in the work shows that
your hearts are big for the helpless,

needy ones coming under our care.

Thank you,
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Quotations From

General Council
DR. A. G. McGIFFERT, JR.,

President, Chicago Theological

Seminary
Not within the last half-century

have we in any single year reproduced
our own ministry. It now takes 37
churches to produce one minister. On-
ly one church member in 8600 be-

comes a minister each year. This sug-

gests a defect in spiritual vitality

which calls for our solemn considera-

tion. * * *

Some of the other denominations are

adding new seminaries or are making
capital gifts to their present semi-

naries. Congregationalists are not

only not adding seminaries, we aren't

even adequately supporting the semi-

naries presently related to us by ties

of historic tradition or current affili-

ation.

Congregational Christians have al-

ways responded to the genuine chal-

lenge of leadership. The recruiting of

men and women for the ministry and
the giving adequate financial support

to the institutions which train them
constitute such a challenge.

DR. ROBERT W. SPIKE
Secretary for Evangelism

Evangelism has two main phases—
the awakening of the person to his

real state of need in relation to the
long purposes of life, and the re-

ception through faith of what God
offers us in Christ to fill that need.
The evangelistic strategy for each
phase is very different. Even reviva-
lism in its less synthetic days knew
this. The Word of God is always jud-
ment and love. This is the way we
must meet our time—to stir to true
eight those that slumber, and to speak
the word of healing to those who see
too clearly the emptiness of life.

Whom are we trying to evangelize ?

Not just the unchurched. Not any
clearly marked class or group. Within
and outside the church, we are to
speak to this age of men — to those
who think they know all there is to

know about the church because they
have grown up in it, and yet have
never known the Christ of Gethsem-
ane and Calvary—to those who think
they know all there is to know about
life because they have probed it re-
morselessly with all honesty and have
yet to encounter Christus Victor.
This we cannot do without being ful-
ly absorbed in really knowing the
length and breadth of the Christian
faith, its narrative, its theology, its

history, its relevance.
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New Buildings At Elon Usee
MISSIONARY WOMEN PLEASED

MORE HELP NEEDED

By Dr. L. E. Smith, President

Change in editorship, the employ-
ment of a new printer, and the writ-

er's absence from the college while

attending the biennial session of the

Genera] Council in Omaha, Nebraska,
have delayed the weekly reports from
Elon College. Hence this report cov-

ers four weeks rather than the usual

one. From now on we hope to be back
on schedule with weekly reports of

progress.

It is most encouraging that, al-

though there has been apparent neg-
lect in making the reports, the

church and Sunday schools have not

been neglectful about sending in their

contributions. Thus far during the

summer contributions have been com-
mendable and encouraging.

It seems that the expense in onerat-
ing a college increases from day to

day rather than from year to year.

This is true, I am sure, in the homes.
Increasing costs of livins: make it

difficult for people to contribute as

largely as thev might like in helping

our college to keep going.

But if vou good peonle oonld know
how much your contributions heln,

and how greatly they are aopreciated,

I am sure that you would continue to

contribute just as genprously and fre-

quently as possible. Thank you.

Three new buildings have just been
completed on our college campus. The
women attending the School of Mis-

sions used the dormitories for the

first time, and appeared to be delight-

eded with these modern buildings.

Both dormitories and the dining hall

will be in use when school opens in

September, at which time we expect

a large increase in enrollment.

I feel certain that if representatives

from all our churches could visit our
campus and see what a transforma-
tion is being made they would return

to the churches with a great desire to

help make this progress possible.

Payments on Carolina Hall and
Virginia Hall depend largely upon the

willingness of the churches to give.

Right now we are eager to have Dec-
laration of Purpose signed by the

churches, declarations as to the i

ount they will give, and the dl:

such gifts may be expected. 1
1

hoped that each Conference willji

its good graces in getting all I]

churches to make their DeclarEil)

of Purpose before the fall sesaioil)

(

f

Plans are being made for a bij

and better Elon. The churches i

help greatly by sending to the C(

those signed Declarations,

MEf
1 Jloi

RECEIVED ON APPORTION

Previously Reported $11,0!

Eastern North Carolina Conferei!

Fayetteville — $

Hope Mills —
Liberty (Vance) — 1||

New Hope -

Raleigh —-

New Elam
Oak Level

Eastern Virginia Conference:

Isle of Wight
Oak Grove —
Plymouth —
Dendron -

Spring Hill --
Newport News — 3l)jp

Rosemont - - Ijipi

Bayside 'i,

North Carolina and Virginia Cot.

Tr^" hLebanon — - -- 1;

Apple's Chapel — !i%

Durham — -
4(tp

Greensboro, First

Hines Chapel I'"'

New Lebanon ll'."'

Western North Carolina Confer

Grace's Cliapel —
Seagrove - -

Shiloh - - -

Biscoe -

Needham's Grove

Virginia Valley Conference:

Winchester —
Joppa
Bethlehem -.- -

Leaksville 1
New Hope - - ^1

TOTAL , $1.|

GRAND TOTAL $12,|

The ChristiarJ



5 years

5 years

5 years

5 years

5 years

5 years

5 years

0 years

5 years

5 years

5 years

5 years

5 years

5 years

0 years

5 years

8 years

5 years

years

years

5 years

5 years
0 years

5 years

years
years

years

0 years

0 years

years

years

years

Laugh
Ending

5 years Alld LlVC
5 years

3 years

5 years

5 years

Jokes about our friend "The Little

Moron" contributed by Dale and
Michael Morgan of Asheboro.

Why did the Little Moron throw hid

clock out the window?
He wanted to see time fly.

Why did the little Moron take his cow
to church ?

He heard they were going to have a

new "pasture."

Why did the Little Moron tiptoe past

the medicine cabinet?

So he wouldn't wake up the sleeping

pills.

Why did the little Moron take his um-
brella to church?

Because he heard the minister was
going to "preach up a storm."

•X- -x- *

Why did the Little Moron take his

ladder to the grocery store?

He heard that prices were going high-

er.

•X- * -X-

Why did the Little Moron bore holes

in the church building?

To make it more holy.

Why did the Little Moron bury his

mother imder the steps ?

Because he wanted to have a step-

mother.

When the Bible was first printed

in England, a royal injunction of 1538

lequired all parish priests to set up a

copy to be read. Six were placed in

St. Paul's Church in London and the

crowds that gathered to read and dis-

cuss it at one time were so large that

the bishop had to protest because the

noise disturbed the services.

Julia E. Smith of Glastonbury,

Connecticut, campleted a translation

of the Bible in seven years and pub-

lished it at her own expense in 1876.

She is the only woman in the world
to translate the Bible in any language.

Four thousand tons of salt are

taken each work-day from a mine
under one of the busy streets of

Detroit, Michigan. This underground
salt mine has 60 miles of streets and
alleys, with traffic lights, stop signs

and car tracks.
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Officials At General Council

For a week in Omaha last month some 1,500 delegates faced a scene

like the above from early morning until late at night — and one time all night.

At the far left stands Dr. Fred S. Buschmeyer, acting minister and
secretary for the Council from July 1, 1955 to July 1, 1956.

Six of the eighteen members of the Executive Committee are shown in

the picture. In the background can be seen Dr. Jesse H. Dollar of Newport
News, Virginia, as he looks over the shoulder of another member of the

committee. Dr. Dollar has served two years, and will continue to serve until

1960.

Dr. Albert Buckner Coe of Boston stands at the pulpit with his gavel.

This North Carolinian by birth had served as Moderator for two years, and
is shown as he turns over the gavel and responsibilities to the new Moderator.

Attorney George B. Hastings of Grants, Nebraska, elected unanimously
as Moderator for 1956-1958, accepts the congratulations from Dr. Coe. Mr.
Hastings has been a member of Grant Congregational Church for fifty years.

He is a director of the Board of Home Missions, and is chairman of the Amer-
ican Missionary Association. He is a graduate of Oberlin and received his

law degree from Harvard in 1916. He is a member of the board of trustees

of Dillard University, of Talladega College, and gf Doane College.

At the far right stands Dr. Ronald Bridges who acted as parliamentarian

for the Council. He is a former Moderator, and former chairman of the
American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions.
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In essentials, Unity

In non-essentials, Liberty

In all things. Charity

REPORTS

CHURCHES

Organ of the Southern Con-
went i o n of Congregational
Christian Churches.

Editorial and Publication
offices at Asheboro, North
Carolina.

CHURCH OF THE LIVING GOD

This is the church of my dreams:

The church of the warm heart.

Of the open mind.

Of the adventurous spirit;

The church that cares,

That heals hurt lives.

That comforts old people.

That challenges youth;

That shows no divisions of culture or class.

No frontiers, geographical or social;

The church that inquires as well as avers.

That looks forward as well as backward.

The church of the Master,

The church of the people.

High as the ideals of Jesus,

Low as the humblest human;
A working church,

A worshiping church,

A winsome church;

A church that interprets the truth in terms of truth;

That inspires courage for this life and hope for the

life to come;
A church of all good men.
The church of the living God.

- From "World Call"



Here And There Among The Churches
ELON COLLEJGE COMMUNITY

CHURCH, Rev. W. J. Andes, pastor,

received Thomas Lewis from tlie

Methodist Church of Chadbourn
North Carolina, into its membership
on July 22. Music for the summer is

being furnished by a community choir

directed by Mrs. T. H. Mackintosh.

HEBRON CHURCH, Nelson Vir-

ginia had the Rev. Carl R. Key as

guest speaker for its Homecoming
Service on June 24. Following "dinner

on the grounds," the Rev. W. T. Mad-
ren preached a dedicatory sermon in

Ihe afternoon. The service of dedi-

cation of aids to worship was conduct-
ed by the pastor; Dr. David W. Shep-
herd. Mr. Madren held evangelistic

services at the church the week
following.

DR. W. E. WISSEMAN of Greens-
boro was the speaker for the union
church service in Burlington, on the

evening of July 8.

HAW RIVER PILGRIM FELLOW-
SHIP visited Union Ridge, Hine's
Chapel, and Greensboro, First,

churches on last Sunday. Two young
people attended Senior High camp at

Moonelon last week, and the pastor,

Rev. Henry Harmon, and four dele-

gates attended the Church School
Convention at Apple's Chapel.

CONTRATULATIONS to Mr. and
Mrs. Ted Fields, who were married at
Hunterdale church on July 22. Mrs.
Fields is the former Miss Sharon
Tawney and the groom is the son of
Rev. and Mrs. Clyde Fields, Frank-
lin, Virginia.

FRANKLINTON CENTER at
Bricks North Carolina, is now being
served by the Reverend W. Judson
King as president. Mr. and Mrs. King
arrived at Franklinton June 1 after
fifteen years of service a t Trinity
High School in Athens, Alabama.
Superintendent J. T. Stanley invites
members of our churches to visit

Franklinton Center, which is located
on U.S. 301 north of Rocky Mount, to
arrange with Mr. King for meetings
in the lovely buildings there, and to
invite Mr. King to speak in our
churches.

HUNTERDALE church, near
Franklin, Virginia, provided a place

lor the Bloodmobile to do its work of

collecting blood July 23 in a visit to

the community sponsored by the Ruri-

tan Club. The Sunday school enjoyed
a picnic at Bayside July 26. Three
young people enjoyed Senior High
camp at Moonelon the week of July

22, and six juniors are at Moonelon
for that camp this week.

MRS. JOHN L. DAVIS, director of

the adult choir in the Asheboro
church, was the guest soloist July 8

in our new church in Sarasota, Flor-

ida. Her father, Dr. John P. Jockin-

sen, is the pastor of our fast-growing
church in that lovely J'lorida city.

VACATION SCHOOL of a "differ-

ent" type is being conducted at the

Asheboro church by the Reverend
Warren Matthews. For three weeks
children of primary age through jun-

ior high will attend vacation school

from nine in the morning until three

thirty in the afternoon. Pre-school

children come only for the morning
session. Study in the morning, lunch

together, rest, quiet games, crafts

and recreation make up the program,

which is similar in type to that direct-

ed by Mr. Matthews at Palm Street

church in Greensboro last summer
and this summer. Mrs. Matthews is

teaching in the school.

DR. H. S. HARDCASTLE, writer

of our Sunday school lesson notes and
pastor of Berea and Oakland Christ-

ian churches, i s attending Pastors'

School at Deering, New Hampshire.
He made the trip with Rev. and Mrs.

Melvin Dollar of our R o .s e m o n t

church.

THE REVEREND WARREN
MATTHEWS preached in the Evan-
gelical and Reformed Church in Con-

over, North Carolina, on last Sunday.

Mr. Matthews is a member of our

First Church, Greensboro, a graduate

of Elon College and Hartford Semin-

ary. He had a year at Harvard and
expects to study at St Andrew's in

Scotland for the next two years on a

fellowship granted to him for high

scholastic achievements at Hartford.

His wife is the former Virginia Jerni-

gan, also an Elon graduate.

THE REVEREND JOSEPH FIX,
]iastor of the First Presbyterian
Church, Newport, Kentucky, passed
away on July 11. He was formerly a

member of the P^irst Christian Church
of Burlington, He was a graduate of

Elon College, and former pastor of

our church in Franklin, Virginia.

The largest statue of the figure

of Christ on the Cross is carved from
white limestone on a mountain in the

westernmost part of Texas. The
statue is 45 feet high and the figure

^

of Christ is 27 feet.
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Help Church

Attendance

i
We cannot assume that people will

continue to come to our services if

i they do not find the warmth of our

I

invitation compared with the warmth
I
of our welcome. We must invite our

i

friends and then introduce them to

all the folks we can at church and
Sunday school. Then they will return.

Church attendance just does not

I

simply happen. More people come to

church because they are invited than

[i
for any other one reason. Let's be an
inviter.

May I encourage you to a two-fold

f
commitment? First, be faithful to as

I
many of the services this summer as

you can. Try to make your visits away
during the week instead of on the

Lord's Day. Second, be a committee
of one to make our visitors feel at

home in our midst. Tell them all about

our air-conditioned church, show
them around, introduce them t o

others and to ME at the close of the

service. Don't wait for Pete or Joe to

meet them first.

Be like Andrew in the Bible. Your

I

smile and graciousness may mean
!i more to our visitors than the sermon

—Clyde Fields in

Hunterdale News Letter

Seeing Double
The man of faitK looks at the

world with double vision. He has
built-in bi-focals, if you will.

He knows he himself is part of the

animal kingdom, yet has a higher

destiny. His science and his historical

curiosity must treat the world in the

most objective way possible; yet at

the same time his second sight be-

holds therein the wonders and the

I'evelation of God.

The inner eye of faith is a "very
present help in time of trouble." For
not as the world sees, does it see. "We
are afflicted in every way," confessed
Paul to the Corinthians, "but not
crushed; perplexed, but not driven to

despair; persecuted, but not for-

saken." Here are bi-focals, not Polly-

anna's rose-colored glasses: Paul's

realism admitted the perplexity and
the evil, but his faith knew the ulti-

mate victory of God, not Satan.

Others too have double vision—the

artist who sees in simple things a
beauty others of us miss; the author
who takes a narrative to speak of

everyman's passion or nobility or

struggle; the worshipper for whom
word and symbol in time and sense

bespeak Reality beyond.

In Summer's saner pace, polish

those bi-focals!

—Gaylord B. Noyce in

"United Church Letter"

Executive Board

Records Appreciation

For Dr. Harrell

The Executive Board of the South-
ern Convention of Congregational
Christian Churches assembled in ses-

sion at Henderson, North Carolina,

July 18, 1956, paused in the midst
of its business to remember the work
and spirit of Stanley C. Harrell, a
long-time and effective member of

this Board, who went to his eternal

reward on the morning of July 12,

1956.

We acknowledge with great grati-

tude our indebetedness to him for his

.'iuperb wisdom, his steadfast faith,

his faithful performance of duty, his

sincerity of purpose, and his kindly
spirit as he worked with us through
many years..

As president of the Southern Con-
vention, chairman of its finance Com-
mittee, member of the personnel com-
mittee since the beginning of the
Convention Office, secretary of the
board of trustees of Elon College, and
in many other capacities he has
served faithfully and well. He served
his Conference with the same faith-

fulness and distinction. As a leader

in denominational and interdenomina-
tional bodies he represented us with
honor. As a pastor he set a high
standard.

For the far-reaching influence of

the Reverend Stanley C. Harrell,

Doctor of Divinity, and the rich heri-

tage which he gave us, we record in

our minutes our sincere appreciation
and grateful remembrance.

I

Boy Scout Troop No. 59 of our Beverly Hills church in Burlington, North

1

Carolina, is sponsored by the Laymen's Fellowship. Charles Pike II, Scout-

t

master, is ably assisted by Holland Phillips and Roy Robertson in work with
! the thirty-six active scouts in what is said to be one of the most effective

troops in Cherokee Council, which includes the counties of Alamance, Caswell
and Person. Rev. Walstein Snyder is the pastor of the sponsoring church.

July 31, 1956



EDITORIALS
GIVE ME TIME

When mistakes in the first two is-

sues of THE SUN under my respon-

sibility loom large, one is inclined to

say, "Give me time." That applies al-

so to the mailing list and the deliv-

ery of papers to all subscribers. It

also comes to mind when we miss the

date of publication. Just give us time,

and everything will turn out right.

But nobody can give us time. That
commodity cannot be passed around
as a gift nor bought at a price. We
all have the same amount of time
in each day, and when a day is gone it

will never return.

And yet it takes time to get things

perfected, even so small a thing as

a paper like this. To plan a readable

paper, to edit manuscripts, to make
the lay out like it should be printed,

to get proper permission for mailing

privileges, to mail from Asheboro
jather than Richmond — all these

things take time, and much more than
a minister finishing a life's work as

a pastor has to give.

If the subscribers will be patient,

and they usually are, we promise to

use August vacation from the church

to catch up with the editing and will

do our very best to deliver a readable

paper that is worth reading at the

time it should be delivered. Give us

time, please.

VACATION CHURCH SCHOOLS

Many of our churches now consider

a Vacation Bible School a necessity.

These schools usually come in the ear-

ly summer and run for one or two
weeks with from two to three hours
used each morning. It is found that

much can be taught in the ten-day

period of consecutive effort.

Our Palm Street church in Greens-

boro tried a full day of school for

nine weeks last summer, and six

weeks again this year. Asheboro is

now in the midst of its second week of

such a school.

Results from these schools indicate

that the learning process is aided

greatly by having groups together

not only for class study but for eat-

ing, crafts, and recreation. Many of

our boys and girls were afraid to

start to school for three weeks, stay-

ing from nine in the morning until

three in the afteroon. Some who be-

gan for the morning soon brought
lunch and stayed through the day. All

are busy, and happy.

Teaching religion only for an hour
or less on Sunday morning will never

do all that is needed. It will take

much more time. The bit of Bible

taught in the schools or on released

time will help much, but the church
still needs to consider how its full

measure of teaching religion can be
done. Perhaps these week-day vaca-

tion schools will lead in the right

direction.

PARSONAGES

The picture of the beautiful Reids-

ville parsonage shown elsewhere in

this paper indicates the modern trend

fimong our churches to house their

ministers well. A generation ago there

were very few parsonages for our
ministers hereabouts. Pastors seldom
lived with their church people except
in the cities, and we had few city

churches. Now it is common practice

for a rural church, or group of
churches, to furnish a house for their

pastor. Many of the parsonages are

modern in conveniences and beauty.

The parsonage is very attractive to

the minister until retirement ap-

proahes. When no church wants his

services, then where shall he live? Oui;<

churches have made no provision for

that. Fortunate is the minister who
has looked ahead, bought or built a

house where he can go when parson-

age doors are closed to him. And
closed they will be. It is a rare church
that gives a home to the minister

who can no longer serve. Parsonages
are for active ministers. Homes are

needed for inactive ones.

SCOUTS

Scouting is one method churches

use for training their boys and girls.

Each week these young people from
nine to eighteen meet for study,

developing skills, and recreation. In

the process they learn much of how
to live among people helpfully.

Lieutenant-General Sir Ptobert S. S.

Baden-Powel is given credit for start-

ing the Scout movement in England,
The idea was conceived in 1899, and
leceived public approval in 1902. The
first organization was formed in 1908,

and a royal charter was granted in

1910.

In America the idea developed
with Daniel Carter Beard and his

"Sons of Daniel Boone," and Ernest
Thompson Seton and his "Woodcraft
Indians" in 1902. The Boy Scouts of

America was incorporated under the

laws of the Disctrict of Columbia
February 8, 1910.

Scouts are divided into four classes

— Cub,tenderfoot, second class and
first class. Promotions are made on
the basis of work done in various

things like first aid, life saving, track-

ing, signaling, nature study, wood-
craft, etc.

Moral character grows out of the

activities under good leadership, and
from pledge and other things they
must learn. That good deed every day
makes habits that are helpful and
lasting.

Our young church in Burlington is

doing a fine work by sponsoring and
training its youth through the Scouts.

So are many other churches.

CHURCHES

One of today's social maladies

found in many places of public trust

is the acceptance of the false premise

that anything that is legal is moral.

This makes life a desecration rather

than a consecration.

The Christian Sun

This week we are giving our readers ripi

an unusually large amount of inform- pai

ation about our churches. Keep
material coming, and news of what Ite

you are doing will be printed. (ou

We speak glibly about the Church,
or a church. But an accurate defin-

ition is not cjuite so easy. A good
Congregational idea of a church is

"where two or three are gathered
together" in the name of Christ. Into

Iheir midst comes the spirit of Christ

to cleanse, empower, and to weld
together in the bonds of love.

With such a definition, how does

your church rate? Study the poem on
the front page to see if your church
is that kind — and if you are helping

to make it that kind.



PILLARS OF THE HOME
3. LABOR

Henry E. Robinson

A pastor was walking one afternoon through the poorer section of the

city when he noticed a little girl crying on some steps which led to a basement

I

apartment. "What's the trouble, my little friend?" said the minister. The
I

little girl replied: "It's my mother," and led the minister down the steps into

a gloomy, poorly-lit room where he saw the pale face of a woman who was
lying on a couch, obviously very ill. The minister prayed with her and gave

; her such words of comfort as he could. She told him her story of hardship;

how she had worked to support her family. Now the end was near. "How
can I face my Maker?" she aslted. "I have nothing to offer Him." The
minister happened to glance down at her hands. They were rough and
calloused from her toil. He said, "When you meet your Maker, show Him

I your hands. They are a beautiful tribute of love and sacrifice. I'm sure

He will honor them."

Jesus at the tender age of twelve

was conscious of a sense of mission.

To his parents who were wondering
concerning his whereabouts, he said:

"Know ye not that I must be alDout

my Father's business?" Later he

said: "My Father worketh until how,
and I work." Still again: The fields

are white unto the harvest, but the

laborers are few."

I have been impressed in the read-

ing of biography by how often high

tribute is paid by a great man to the

influence of a mother or father upon
his life. Those parents were not aware
at the time that they were moulding
and shaping greatness. They were
laboring in a field that was growing
ripe. They were doing the things that

parents should do in praying, counsel-

ling, disciplining. They were setting

the example of endurance, fair-play,

courage, and faith.

Yes, labor to support your home,
but also labor in the lives of those

whose personalities you may shape
into useful citizenship and high char-

acter. Some of the callouses may be
upon your heart as well as upon your
hands, but you may be sure God will

honor them as worthy gifts —as signs

of the labor that goes into making
a home, the labor that is a pillar of

Christian family life.

A home must be founded on honest
work for economic reasons. Normally
it is the husband who is the bread-

winner. He goes to work and returns
at the end of the day, tired, ha:ving

given an honest day's work for wages
received. Often the wife, too, helps

to support the family. Women in in-

dustry, office, and the professions are

numerous, and render great service

to our society. The housewife at home
works much harder than some men
know. The wife of a friend of mine
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was away over a week-end and left

her husband in charge of the house
and three small children. The first

thing he said when she returned was,

"Darling, I'm going to raise your
salary." The joke, of course, was that

she didn't receive any salary. Hers,

however, was the most important
work in the world : bringing to matur-
ity in character and personality the

children in her care. Hers was a labor

of love where there were no time-

clocks and no pay checks—but only

the privilege of making a home.

But God has given us our work for

other than economic reasons. He has
given us our work for reasons o f

physical and mental health. The man
or woman who works feels better,

sleeps better, digests food better, and
thinks more clearly, than those who
are idle. When you haven't been feel-

ing well and go to the doctor for a

check-up, see if one of his first quest-

ions isn't: "What do you do?" Your
doctor isn't as interested in your line

of work as he is that you have a line

which you are pursuing. There are too

many people nursing nervous dis-

orders who do so because they haven't

a vital job to do.

This is not an appeal that every
one do menial labor. It is an earnest

plea that each of us pursue the tasks

for which our talents fit us. We should
go to bed every night tired for having
worked at a worth-while job. We
ought to see to it that some of each
day's labor is not simply for meat
and drink, but for God's work-ad-
vancing some small portiion of his

kingdom. The great joy in home,
church, and community comes from
what we do for others. Do not deny
yourself that joy. Don't be hemmed
in by your home—let your field be as

wide as human need itself.

W. J. Ballentine

In Appreciation

When the death angel called Will-

iam Jones Ballentine on June 28, the

Congregational Christian churches of

this area lost one of its useful and
faithful servants. He was a member
and deacon of Wake Chapel church
where he served well.

Fifty years as treasurer of the
Eastern North Carolina Conference,

a trustee of Elon College, a trustee

of The Christian Orphanage — these

are some of the offices held much of

the last half century. At its last
session his conference honored him
with a citation for services rendered.

In his community of Fuquay
Springs he served on the original

school board until 1926, and was sec-

retary of the Masonic Lodge for forty
three years, while also serving the
community as a retail merchant and
a funeral director.

After eighty years of active and
consecrated service, he quietly passed
to his eternal reward.

Religious services appropriately
were held in his church by his minis-
ter. Rev. Earl T. Farrell, a former
minister and neighbor. Rev. J. Lee
Johnson, Dr. L. E. Smith president of

Elon College, and the Superintendent
of the Orphanage, Dr. John G. Truitt.

The family requested mo flowers
for the funeral, but suggested that
gifts in his honor made to The
Christian Orphanage would be
appreciated.

I



Military Personnel As Missionaries

Need Care Of Churches
EXCERPTS FROM ADDRESS AT GENERAL COUNCIL

Rev. Frank R. Hamilton

During the past decade a majority
of our young men have spent periods

of service in our armed forces, rang-

ing from a minimum of two years

to a maximum of six. There is every

indication that this input and out-

flow will continue for another decade.

Today more than three million men
and women serve in the armed forces

of our nation; located in sixty-three

countries in addition to our own, with
one million of them stationed abroad,

they constitute one of our largest

parishes. Annually, more of them
return to civilian life as service

alumni than are graduated from all

our colleges and universities.

These young people are citizens

called upon to face a new and largely

unknown manner of life at a critical

period in their mental, moral and
spiritual development. They leave the

conserving influences of home,
church, school and community to em-
bark upon a period of their lives for

which they have not been prepared at

all, or have been ill-prepared. Sudden-
ly, they are not merely citizens of a
particular town or city

;
they are

world citizens, or at least American
citizens in the world arena. Almost
overnight they are required to think

and live as adults, — to make their

own personal choices and decisions,

and to reflect in their living the
institutions that are the basic found-

ations of our American way of life.

Ambassadors of their nation, of their

religious faith, and the culture it has
produced, they constitute a great

cross-section of America; in the eyes

of the world, they are America, —
they are the Christian culture which
is the heart of her national life. In

actuality, they are Christian mission-

aries, called upon to bear a witness
before the world. This witness must
be in lands of differing thought pat-

terns, differing cultures, always in

the midst of great temptations, where
all is new, strange, and unexpected.

That constitutes a tremendous and
awful responsibility. To borrow the

phrase from the 34th chapter of Ezek-

iel, these young people are"Sheep that
are scattered abroad," direly need-
ing understanding, sympathetic, and
helpful shepherds. Who can measure
their importance to the Christian
Church and to the Christian cause?

Our churches need to prepare
young people for their new role as
world-minded citizens, and as emis-
saries of Christ. In one training cen-

ter, 45% of the young men were un-
churched; our chaplains there were
instrumental in receiving into church
membership 23% of that group,

Rev. Frank R. Hamilton, Minister

The Christian Temple

Norfolk, Virginia

during the training schedule of eleven

weeks, experience in the Armed Ser-

vices has shown how necessary it is

that our youth receive instruction and
guidance in moral deciding; right de-

cisions are the result of Christian

Character, and that must needs be

taught and lived in our church
shools.

Such concern and effort must not
cease when they enter the Service.

It is easily possible for the church to

keep in touch with its young people

in the military. Here we have failed

miserably. One chaplain in the Air
Force wrote over 400 letters to home
churches about the sheep of his flock,

lor which he was but a temporary
shepherd; only six pastors replied. A
Marine Sergeant in Korea walked
three miles along one of the ridges,

under combat conditions, to an ad-
vanced first-aid station, to receive

his mail; it consisted of a box of

church offering envelopes. He told

his chaplain, "That is the first and
only contact by mail, or in any other
way, that I have had from my church,
not only while here in Korea, but
during the years I have been in the

Service." Any information about the

church, her program and progress is

welcome, but the offering envelopes
can be mailed a little later, or at least

be accompanied with information on
the church's budgetary needs. Even
though he is absent, the service man
likes to feel he is still a member of

the church family, and welcomes any
assurance that he is so considered.

When he returns home, there is

much the church can do for him, and
much that he can do for the church.

On his return, he is usually a changed
man; his sense of responsibility has
been developed; he has grown in

leadership ability; his moral concepts
have matured. He is ready to be put
to work. But, whether the church
sees him on his return depends in

great measure upon how his church
prepared him for military service, and
sustained him during its tenure. He
will ask cjuestions of the church. Has
it been a good steward of the riches

of Christ? Has it manifested a vital

concern for extending the Kingdom
of God? Has it grown in grace, and
in the knowledge of Christ? Is it less

provincial, and more missionary-

minded? Will it welcome his desire

to serve?

There are unimagined and tremend-
ous possibilities for Christ and His

Church in these millions of young
men and women who now are or have
been in military service. They should

be the church tomorrow; whether
they become so in actuality depends

upon the moral and spiritual concern

and guidance we offer them, before,

during, and after their service. Any

The Christian Sun



Sunday School Conventions
HYMNODY IN BRIEF

What is a hymn?

A hymn is a religious poem design-

ed to be sung by a congregation in

tlie worship of God.

Tests of a good hymn:
I

> 1. It should say something worth
saving, appropriate to the worship of

I

God.

2. It should be simple and direct in

its thought and form.

3. It should be matched to a tune

which is both dignified and singable.

1 4. It should have a text and tune

|-which blend harmoniously together.

5. It should serve to unite and en-

frich the company of believers in cor-

llporate prayer and praise.

i 6. It should contain a timeless qual-

ity which gives it an enduring appeal.

7. It should be suitable for ordin-

ary use in the average congregation.

—The Hymnal Committee
Board of Home Missions

Interested church can be furnished

iwith ample material to pursue its

ministry to these young lives. Our
own Minister to Armed Forces Per-

sonnel can furnish any interested

church detailed and lielpful inform-

llition.

I
The man in uniform is an actual

Dr potential churchman, who is learn-

ng his churchmanship on far fron-

liers and along world-wide horizons.

3is own daily conduct can be a ser-

non preached for Jesus Christ. He
;an nullify by his own action the
iiplomacy of the nation, or he can
)uild great goodwill and friendship
or his country. His life can be a
'letter, known and read of all men,
yritten in the spirit of the Living
Sod." Please place him on your con-

science, keep him in your prayers,
ielp his chaplain to help him, and
^iiake him the object of your labor,

i:* h e possible spiritual and inter-

jiational dividends of such endeavor
Ire beyond measurement, for he rep-
esents a parish, large in numbei,
{Teat in extent, scattered abroad, that
5 worthy of the wisdom and consecra-
ied effort of all our churches. That
iarish is an untapped, undeveloped
ihallenge to our best missionary
nterprise.

uly 31, 1956

WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA

Western North Carolina Sunday
School Convention met July 19 at

Flint Hill church, near Sophia. Sy-
brant Pell presided. Rev. Winfred
Bray of Randleman led the morning
worship and the welcome was given

by the host pastor. Rev. Avery Brown.
"Teaching Missions" was the theme of

the meeting. Thirty churches were
represented by 202 delegates.

Miss Nellie Walker, missionary in

China and Africa, told of Christian
work in South Africa, and asked
those present to do three things for

the people there: Give our thoughts,

our prayers, and our love.

Mrs. Sybrant Pell Spoke on "The
Use of Music in Worship" at the
morning session and on "Music in

Teaching" in the afternoon.

Rev. Fred Register of Elon College
spoke briefly on "Stewardship in the
Rural Churches," and Dr. F. C. Lester
of Asheboro spoke on the mission of

"The Christian Sun."

Rev. Bill Joyner of Elon College
led the worship service at the begin-

ning of the afternoon session. He and
James Humphreys, workers in the

summer camp at Moonelon, spoke con-

cerning the Christian training of our
young people there.

The attendance banner was won the
second year in succession by the Pro-
vidence Chapel Sunday School, which
had 57 'c of their enrollment present.

Officers for the year 1956-57 were
installed by President Pell. They in-

cluded: President, Rev. Bill Simmons
of Pittsboro; Vice President, Martin
Deese, Albemarle; Secretar\'-Treasur-

er, Mrs. Sherman Maness; Assistant
Secretary-Treasurer, Miss Lola Far-
low, Sophia.

Winfred Bray,

Chairman Press Committee

And then there was the minister
who was approached by a dear old

lady at the close of the service, who
said to him in a tone of appreciation,

"You'll never know what your ser-

vice meant to me. It was just like

water to a drowning man,"

NORTH CAROLINA AND VIRGINIA

The 1956 session was held at

Apple's Chapel July 20 with Rev.
John R. Lackey as its presiding

officer. More than half of the 5 0

churches in the Conference were rep-

resented. The young people of the

local church led the opening worship
service, leading the congregation to a

nearness of God in Jesus Christ.

Miss Nellie Walker, missionary to

South Africa and China, was the
guest speaker. She led a group meet-

ing in Missionary Education in the

afternoon as well as speaking to the

whole Convention in the morning.
Mrs. Vance Pegram led a group meet-

ing on Parent Education and Mr. S.

L. Mauldin led a group meeting on
teacher Education.

Reidsville will be the scene of the

1957 session of the Convention and
the following are the officers for the

coming year:

President — Rev. J. R. Lackey,
Winston-Salem, N. C. Vice President

^Leonard Powell, R.2, Ruffin, N.C.

Secretary — Mrs. Vance Pegram,
Greensboro, N. C. Treasurer — E. W.
Kellam R. 1, McLeansville, N.C.

Reports from the various church
schools indicated growth, better facil-

ities and literature and development
cf leadership for our schools.

(W. J. Andes)

The first statue in honor of a

woman in the United States was erect-

ed in New Orleans in 1884, in memory
of Margaret Haughery, a widow who
made a small fortune by hard work
and left it to the orphanages of the

city.

The chimney swift, a species of the

bird family, literally lives in the air.

It is scattered over a large portion

of the North American continent in

summer but never, except by accident,

sets foot on land. The bird even eats

and mates on the wing.

The flag at the grave of Francis

Scott Key, Mount Olivet Cemetary
Frederick, Maryland, and the two on

the east and west fronts of the United

States Capitol, are the only ones never

furled.

7
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Activities Reportd]
LEBANON TRIES STEWARDSHIP

Lebanon Church. Semora. North
Carolina, has adonted the unified bud-
fret svstem for the conference year
beginning with November. We are
having a "Christian Stewardship
Week" August 6-12. This will be a

time of preparation for the every
member canvass. Our leader for this

week of studv will be Rev. Fred
Register. Sundav morning, August 12,

Mr. Register will be the speaker at

eleven o'clock and will commission
the canvassers.

We are all looking forward to this

week with Mr. Register. We are de-

pending on the men of our church to

accept the challenge to serve the Lord
by giving their time for the work of

the church through the every-member
canvass. We believe in the importance
of His Church for our families and
our community and are anxious to

share the gospel with them in every
possible way.

Seven members of our church at-

tended the Church School Convention
at Apple's Chapel. It was an inspira-

tion to us and will help us in our
church school work. We would like to

thank Rev. Bland Leebrick and all the

people of Apple's Chapel for their

wonderful hospitality. It was a great

day for all of us.

—Mrs. Ezra Stowe, Reporter

OAK LEVEL HOLDS V. B. S.

OAK LEVEL church held a suc-

cessful Vacation Bible June 18-22,

with 34 enrolled. The theme of study
for all departments was "Christ, the

King." The school picnic was held on
the last morning of the school, with
commencement that evening. General
officers were: Jean Pearce principal;

Nancy Holden, pianist; and Peggy
Cash, song leader. The teachers in the

beginner department were Mrs.
Claude Wrenn, Mrs. Jimmy Phelps,
and Mary Hudson. The primaries
were taught by Mrs Vann Stroud and
Miss Myrtle Bridges. Junior teachers
were Mrs. Kelton Grissom and Mrs.
Morris Hoyle. Refreshments were
served each day by members of the
Rachel Wallace Missionary Society.

Mrs. Jesse Preddy was chairman of

the refreshment committee.

—Mrs. W. N. Hoyle, Reporter

PLEASANT RIDGE (R)

PROGRESSING

Fellowship Hall for Pleasant Ridge
church, near Ramseur, N. C, is being
planned. The committee, of which
Miss Sonia Forkner is chairman, sub-

mitted plans to the church recently

and they were approved. These plans

include a fellowship room measuring
70 X 30 feet, plus a kitchen, rest

looms, and a storage area.

Vacation Bible School was held

June 10-17, with 60 children receiving

certificates for their arhievements.

Teachers included : Kindergarten,

Mrs. Hilton Beane, Elaine Beane,
Evon Cos, Jeanette Dunn; Primary,
Mrs. Floyd Brown, Emma Allen, Mrs.

Marvin Brown; Junior, Mrs. Martin
Joyce, Mrs. Quinton Hicks; Junior
High, Mrs. Benard Hill, Hilton Beane.
Transportation helpers were Howard
Brown, Bill Allred, Quinton Hicks.

Refreshments were furnished by Mr.

and Mrs. Earl Lowdermilk, Quinton
Hicks and Bill Allred. Mr. and Mrs.

H. V. Cox Jr., Women's Bible Class

Pell's Food Store, Mr. and Mrs. R. L.

Allred, Mr. and Mrs. Will Dunn, Mr.
and Mrs. Charlie Joyce. Rev. Max
Vestal, pastor, was director of the

school.

Average attendance at Sunday
school for the quarter March-June
was 149, or 84% of the enrollment of

174, according to the superintendent,

H. V. Cox Jr.

From "Ridgelife"

UNITED CHURCH EXPERIMENTS

The United Church of Raleigh,

North Carolina, is trying a new sche-

dule during July and August: pupils

from kindergarten through sixth
grade attend the first part of the

morning worship at eleven o'clock and
then go to their classes, while junior

and senior high groups attend the

entire worship service, rather than
having classes. The combined Vaug-
han and Ellis classes (adults) is the

only group meeting at ten o'clock.

Cradle roll and nursery children are

cared for during the worship service.

The vacation school in June, held

jointly by the United church and the

Negro Congregational church, was
such a success that several children

had to be turned down after registra-

tion went too far over the 100 mark.
Several families, both Negro and
white, froni outside the sponsoring

churches sent children for this inter

group experience.

While the Rev. Gaylord Noyce arid

family were on vacation at New
Castle, Indiana, the church has heard
Rev. Sam Magill, director of student

affairs at UNC, Chapel Hill, July 22,

and Dr. William Poteat, professor of

philosophy at the same school, on
July 29.

—From "United Church Letter"

NEWS FROM A NEW CHURCH

A "handful" of us organized Bay-
side Church, near Norfolk, Virginia

in September, 1955. Our present

church membership is approximately

98. Sunday school enrollment is 195

and our average attendance is about

135. We have only been in our church

edifice eight months, so we feel this

is a good record.

By December, 1955 the church had
acquired a beautiful two-acre lot near

the Ocean View-Virginia Beach Shore

Drive and erected thereon a modern
church building. When our program
is completed this will be used for

small weddings, receptions and other

social activities. In purchasing the lot

we made our imaginations as vivid

as possible and projected into the
future — the lot will park at least

150 automobiles, and will provide for

the construction of a church building

240 feet wide and a large parsonage.

We are now about ready to pur-

chase a parsonage for our new minis-

ter. Rev. Julius Rice, who arrives with

his family the latter part of August.

The house is only two years old in a

nearby new development and we be-

lieve will be adequate until the per-

manent parsonage can be constructed.

While we are heavily in debt and

require outside assistance, with time,
|

patience and the help of our Lord
Jesus Christ we will surely and

steadily go forward — for, you see,

our people have unlimited faith.

J. O. Atkinson, Jr.

The automobile was foretold by

many prophets, but Nahum, who lived

in 713 B. A., was possibly the first.

He wrote: "The chariots shall rage

in the streets, they shall jostle one

against another in the broad ways;

they shall seem like torches; they

shall run like the lightnings."

The Christian Sun |



iy Our Churches
DURHAM CHURCH OFFERS HELP

A very real service to our church
members is being offered by the Dur-

I

ham church under the leadership of
' its minister, Rev. W. T. Scott, Jr.

When a member of a Congregation-
al Christian Church is visiting a loved

i| one at Watts Hospital, Veteran's Hos-
: pital, Duke Hospital, the State Hos-

j

pital a t Butner, or McPherson's
: Hospital that member may, upon re-

quest, be given a bed and breakfast

at one of the "Hospitality Houses"
free of charge. Members of our Dur-
ham church have volunteered to make
of their homes these "Hospitality

Houses." This is Christian social act-

ion expressed in a very real way!

If a member of our churches will

I

call Mrs. William G. Austin, 407 Mil-

ton Avenue, Telephone 2-2236 upon
arrival in Durham, she will make the

||

arrangements.

i

In addition to this service, if you
will notify the minister of the church

f
when you have relatives or friends

hospitalized in Durham, Mr. Scott

will attempt to visit them. As Mr.

;|
Scott says, "While Congregational
Christian folk are in our midst, they

are part of our parish, and we are

responsible for their care and
nurture."

ACTIVITIES AT REIDSVILLE

Daily Vacation Bible School was
held at the Reidsville church the
week following public school com-
mencement. The attendance was ex-

cellent, the results were excellent, and
we pray the harvest was excellent

The Reidsville church is fortunate
in having among its friends Dr. Vic-
tor Cresenze, one of the community's
good physicians. Recently the pastor
and Mrs. Humphries took a group of

the Senior Pilgrim Fellowship for an
overnight stay at Dr. Cresenzo's love-

ly mountain cabin near Fairy Stona
Park, Virginia.

The church is sorry to lose Mis3
Markan Foust as its minister of music
after seven years of consecrated ser-

vice. On June 13 Miss Foust became
the bride of Mr. Richard Metta of

McKeesport, Pennsylvania, and moved
to that city.

Plans for a fall revival are on the
way, and all activities of the church
continue through the summer months
with the exception of the Sunday
evening service, which has been can-
celled for July and August.

—Tucker G. Humphries, Minister

SPECIAL SERVICE AT
LAKEVIEW

The annual homecoming service will

be held at LakevieW church, near
Burlington, August 19. The organizer

of the church and former pastor. Rev.,

John G. Truitt, Jr., will be the guest

speaker and will also conduct revival

services at 7:45 each evening of the

week following according t-o an-

nouncement by Rev. Guy H. Veazey,
pastor.

Mr. Martin T. Garren, president of

the Southern Convention, was the

guest speaker on July 29, when Mr.
Veazey was in Alexander City, Ala-

bama attending his family reunion. It

was expected that the ten brothers
and sisters of Mr. Veazey would be
present.

A vacation Bible school was held

at Lakeview in June with an enroll-

ment of 74 pupils, using local leader-

ship.

This year four classrooms have
been added to the church building,

which is only four years old.

BIG DAY AT DAMASCUS
The dedication of a new educational

building was combined with the an-

nual homecoming sei vice at Demascus
church, near Chapel Hiil, North Caro-

lina, July 8. This is one of our oldest

churches, being founded in 1797, in

the days of James O'Kelly. Rev. E. M.
Powell is pastor of the chu.rch.

Welcome was extended by Mr. C. J.

Crabtree. Rev. O. D. Poythress, for-

mer member of Damascus, sang the

dedicatory solo. Rev. J. E. McCauley,
also a product of this church, preach-

ed the dedicatory sermon, entitled

"My Church." The litany of dedi-

cation was led by the pastor.

The following particapated in the

afternoon service: Rev. W. J. Andes,
Rev. G. H. Veazey, Rev. J. R. Hailey,

Rev. R. T. Grissom, and Superinten-

dent W. T. Scott. Mr. Poythress
preached on "The Task of the Church
of Tomorrow." Special music at both
services was furnislsed by the Dam-
ascus choir.

T h e Reverend M r . McCauley
preached each evening during the fol-

lowing week.

REIDSVILLE PARSONAGE
Since June 17 Rev. and Mrs. Tucker G. Huiinphries and their family have

been enjoying the new $28,000 Reidsville, North Carolina, parsonage as their
home. The parsonage was dedicated at the morning worship service on that
day. Rev. Robert A. Whitten of Winchester, former pastor of the church,
spoke on "Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow." Keys to the parsonage were
presented to the minister by Mr. Charles McKinney, chairman of the building
committee. That afternoon "open house" was held at the parsonage, with
officers and former officers of the Women's Fellowship and the Young
People's Missionary Society serving as hostesses. They included: Mesdames
Ed Mitchell, P. W. Stone, Philip Jackson, George Pruitt, T. 0. Williams,
Clifford Hall, Charles Gerringer, John Briggs, Boyd Waynick, Pat Ware and
Misses Edna Kiser and Mildred Humphries. Rev. and Mrs. Humphries say
it is always "open house" at the parsonage to their Congregational Christian
friends.
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Missionary Ideas
From The General Council

Changes In India

The poJitical, social, and religious

climate of India is changing. If the
Christian movement is to continuti

and abound it too must change. Six
ways in which it is changing:

1. Increasingly it is under INDIAN
LEADERSHIP rather than mission-
ary leadership.

2. Formerly the work was under
the "mission" composed of foreign
missionaries. Increasingly it is under
the CHURCH composed very largely

of Indians.

3. T h e Christian movement is

growing in UNITY. Most of the larg-

est and best Christian insitutions are

union institutions.

4. For historic reasons the PROP-
ERTY on which churches and insti-

tutions are built belongs to the Ameri-
can Board. Ten days ago the Pru-
dential Committee voted in principle

to transfer this property to legally

constituted bodies in India.

5. HINDUISM and ISLAM are
changing. Study centers are being ar-

ranged to ponder this evolution and
lo help us understand it. Christ must
be intepreted to the Christian in a
way that is true to the heart of the
New Testament, and at the same time
.".ppealing and understandable to the
Indian.

6. The Indian Church is becoming
a MISSIONARY CHURCH. It is send-
ing missionaries to Africa, Indonesia
and other places.

If the Church in India is genuinely
an Indian Church we may expect it to

survive and abound just as other
Indian institutions.

This does not mean our task is

done. India still calls for missionaries
to come and work as colleagues.
India still needs money to help pro-
vide tools in the form of buildings and
hospital equipment, etc.

There is one thing that must not
change. It is the spirit symbolized by
the haystack prayer meeting. Youth
in America and in India must con-
tinue to make the cause of Christ
their own.

Raymond B. Dudley,
American Board,

Secretary for India

Dr. Carleton Says
There is no question that mankind

is both capable and confused to a de-

gree that few people understand. Put-
ting it back into scriptural language,
All who have eyes to see must see
men as Jesus saw them "as sheep
without a shepherd." There is no lack
of self-appointed shepherds. But the
need of the world today is for leaders

who will turn this chaos into a steady
strearn of intelligent and thoughtful
development of society and of the in-

dividuals that make up society.

It is easy to say that the world is

at peace. It is harder to realize that

there are those who die every night in

violence brought on by political strife

and struggle, by revolution and by
nationalism. A reasonable estimate of

that number is at the shocking figure

of 2,000 persons who die every twen-
ty-four hours in warfare during times
of peace.

The Christian Church is after all

the most significant minority in the
world, not only becau.se of its age
nor because of its extent scattered

across the nations, but more partic-

ularly because the Christian Church
alone of all the great movements at

work in the world, has never failed

to I'emember the individual nor has
it forgotten that men must live to-

gether in society.

It is perhaps well that the Christ-
ian Church has not been able to re-

solve its division between the
evangelist and the beliver in social

action; between the one who is con-
cerned for individuals and the one
who thinks in terms of the society
which is produced by and which in

turn produces the character of in-

dividuals. So long as the Church tries

to hold both these emphases of equal
importance it will be worthy of its

place in the world, holding both the
welfare of the individual and the qual-
ity of society under the judgment of
God who is Master of both.

There need be General Councils and
Mission Boards and Commissions and
Committees that the work of the

Church may be effectively done in an
age when large-scale operations are
necessary. The conduct of the mission
of the Church across the world is a
highly technical operation, calling for
the best of experience and skill and
devotion, not only of Christians in

America or in Europe but around the
world. That organization will increas-

ingly be on a level which is truly ecu-
menical, above race, above nation, and
above creed.

Alford Carleton

Exec. Vice-President, American Board

Japan Needs Faith

Japan lacks faith. The war disil-

lusioned her with much of her nation-

al leadership. Christianity has faith

to offer to Japan. Missionaries bear-

ing witness to one God in one world
under one moral law can give the

Japenese more faith within their

nation and within the world.

Vere V. Loper,

President of the American Board

Service Committee
The Service Committee is giving a

Christian response to the meaning of

some of the facts of life in these times

in which God has appointed us to live.

Those facts are not such as we would
choose. But they are here: Hardship,
suffering, despondency, hopelessness,

and bitterness. If we open our eyes

and look around us in this so rapidly

shrinking world, we are confronted by
them. They are no longer far awey;
they are no longer remote. They are

as close to us as was Lazarus to the

door of Dives' palace; they are as ac-

cessible as was the multitude on
whose behalf Jesus said to his dis-

ciples, "Give ye them to eat." We
know beyond any shadow of doubt
how the Lord Christ would feel about
the suffering people of our time, and
The Cause of Christ we would make
our own.

Earle H. Ballon, Executive Secretary

of the Service Committee

I don't meddle with the past, for

that is the land of the dead.

I don't meddle with the future for

that is the land of the unborn.
I meddle with the present for this

is the land of the living, and I am
alive.

—African saying quoted by
Ndabaning: Sithole.
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Sophia Women's
Fellowship Reports
The Women's Fellowship of Sophia

met on Tuesday evening, June 12, at

the church with both circles present.

Our meeting was called to order by
our president, Mrs. Leo Wyrick, and
our program was given by Mrs. How-
ard Hall.

Our new officers were elected for

the coming year in order that they
might be prepared to attend the

school of missions. They are: Mrs.

Marvin Staley, president; Mrs. Troy
Hall, vice-president; iMrs. Leonard
Staley, secretary; and Miss Dorsie

Lee Hayes, treasurer.

We have already finished our Bible

study, and for Family Night we used
the film, "The Secret of the Gift."

Part of our ladies visited the Union
Grove society to hear Mrs. Sybrant
Pell report on our mission study of

the American Indians, which we en-

joyed very much.
Besides all of our other financial

duties, we have given $500 to our
building fund. We pray that our
work has not been in vain, but good
seed has been sown and the harvest
will be great.

Mrs. Avery Brown
Reporter

Ch/istian Fami'y Life Week

Ob:e:ved By H nes Chapel
The Women's Fellowship of the

Hines Chapel Congregational Chris-

tian Church observed Christian Fam-
ily Life Week by having a covered
dish supper at a nearby club house.
We were honored by having families
and the pastor from Monticello Con-
gregational Christian Church.
The Family Life Program prepared

by Mrs. J. Everette Neese was pre-

sented and then our pastor introduced
our guests, Shin Keun Kang of Korea
and Pulivelil George of India. A
short talk was given by each of these
young men.
We experienced an evening of joy-

ous fellowship and feel that we may
i
have a better vision of world brother-

' hood.

Jewell Littiken

WOMEN'S FELLOWSHIP
Mrs. J. H. Booth, Jr., Editor

143 Winchester Drive
Hampton, Va.

NEW OFFICERS AT

MOORE UKION

Officers elected at the June meeting

of the Women's Fellowship of Moore
Union Congregational Christian

Church to serve for the coming year

are: President, Mrs. Peggy Womack;
Vice President, Mrs. Ruth Cox; Sec-

retary-Treasurer, Mrs. Ruby Lett;

Bible Study Chairman, Mrs. Clara

Womack; Program Chairman, Mary
Alice Taylor; Friendly Service, Mrs.

Iva Womack and Mrs. Pearlie Mad-
dox; Community Service, Gladys Lett,

Mrs. Ollie Wicker, Mrs. Isabelle Lett;

Membership, Mis. Addie Lee Cox,

Mrs. Haline Kelly.

Preceding the business session the

Bible study was presented by Mrs.

Betty Lett. Mrs. Ruby Lett had
charge of the program on Christian

Family Life. Those taking part with
her were Mrs. Haline Kelly, Mrs.

Peggy Womack, Mrs. Clara Womack,
Mrs. Flora Patterson, and Mrs. Cath-

erine Carter.

Refreshments were served by the

hostesses, Mrs. Flora Patterson and
Mrs. Isabelle Lett.

May Fellowsh p Day

Cbseived At South Boston

With Family Picnic

Center Church, South Boston, Vir-

ginia, observed May Fellowship Day
with a church family picnic May 11

and a program following with the

theme: "Who Forms Your Opinion?"

Supervised recreation was provided

for the children during th(> adult

program.

A delightful feature of the program
was a panel composed of two women,
Mrs. T. S. Earp and Mrs. Canute
Tuck, and two men, Clarence Harris

and Clifton Satterfield, with Irving

Anderson serving as moderator. Ques-

tions discussed included: What should

the action of a Christian be when he

hears a person falsely accused? Do
women believe rumors more readily

than men? Do you always try to

say only good things about people?

Should a person read magazines and
newspapers which do not represent

his viewpoint?

The entire group played the game
called "Gossip" to demonstrate how
facts are often distorted when cir-

culated.

Reporter

Great Bridge

Fellowship Reports
In October an evening circle was

organized for the benefit of those

who could not attend the day meet-

ings. Friendly Service gifts included

wash cloths, towels, and pajamas;
Thank Offering was sent to South
America; money and miscellaneous

articles were given for migrant work-
ers; Thank Offering boxes are being

used for Indian American Scholar-

ships.

In February a new carpet was in-

stalled in the sanctuary. The women
raised the money for this by selling

cookbooks, corsages, Easter eggs, and
baked products.

The World Day of Prayer was oli-

servcd. The May Fellowship program
was observed jointly with the Oak
Grove Methodist Church in their

sanctuary.

On March 9 the Lower Norfolk
County Council of United Church
Women was organized with our own
Mrs. Jack Akin as president.

Mrs. Jack Akin is our program
chairman. At present we are study-
ing "The Short Bible," and find "it

very interesting and clear.

Under the capable leadership of

our president, Mrs. Sam Frost, we
are looking forward to greater Chris-

tian service.

Mrs. Ralph Nichols, Reporter

PLEASANT RIDGE WOMEN
ELECT OFFICERS

Officers of the Pleasant Ridge
Women's Missionary Society for the
coming year are: president, Mrs.
Quinton Hicks; vice president, Mrs.
Hilton Beane; Secretary-treasurer,

Miss Velma Allen; assistant secretar3'

treasurer. Miss Shirley Lowdermilk;
program chairman, Mrs. J. C. Newell;
friendly service, Mrs. Harry Stewart;
cradle roll, Mrs. Ruth Scott; children,

Miss Jeanette Dunn; young people,

Mrs. Earl Lowdermilk; Christian Sun
agent, Mrs. Archie Rumley; attend-

ance secretary. Miss Hilda Rumley.
At the April meeting Mrs. Will

Dunn conducted a program on "Reai-

istic Stewardship." Family night was
ob.served at the church in May, with
Mr. George, who is from South India

and a student at Eton College, telling

about family life in India. Mrs. Earl
Lowdermilk led the program "My
Christian Vocation" in June and Mrs.

Max Vestal led the July program en-

titled "To Vote or Not to Vote."

—Miss Velma Allen in "Ridgelife"
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A CALL TO CHRISTIAN LIVING
Memory Selection: Wherefore, gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and

hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought unto you at the revela-

tion of Jesus Christ. I Peter 1:13.

Background Scripture: Luke 2:40, 51-52; I Peter 2:1-3; 4:1-11; II Peter 1

Devotional Reading: Philippians 4:4-9

Peter believed that being a Christ-

ian made a difference in the way one

lived. This is the main emphasis in

his letters to his friends. Because
Christ had given them an example,

and because He had died for them,

they should live, not "in the lust of

men, but to the will of God," as he

puts it in today's lesson. J.B. Phillips

translates "You must fortify your
selves with the same inner attitude

that He must have had." Once you
have done that, you will no longer

spend your time here on earth "in-

dulging your physical nature, but in

doing the will of God." And this does

not mean simply indulging in lusts of

the lowest sense, but in the sense

that we spend most of our walking
hours providing ways and means of

making our physical bodies more com-

fortable. We work hard, not for the

necessities of life, but for its physical

luxuries. If we had the mind of Christ,

and His attitude, we would be work-
ing for something better than that.

The fact is that most of us spend a

lot of thought on what we can get

and what we can enjoy, and not much
time on how much good we can do,

and how much service we can render.

All this is no plea for asceticism,

for sleeping on a bed of spikes, or

cutting one's flesh, or withdrawing
from the world. But it is a plea for

sturdy, self-disciplined living in be-

half of the Kingdom of God. Let us

put it this way: How many people do
you know who are actually sacrificing

to any extent in order to give moie
liberally to the church and church
enterprises? How much difference is

there between the lives of members
of the church and the lives of those

who are not members of the church?
Could you distinguish between them if

you did not already know them ? Peter
is saying that there is a difference,

and one ought to be able to discern it.

He reminds his friends that they
have had their fling. "For in time past
of our life may suffice us to have the

will of the Gentiles, when we walked
in lasciviousness, lusts, excess of

wine, revellings, banquetings and
abominable idolatries . . .

." Now it is

time to live soberly, purely, sacrific-

ially, loyally to Christ. To be sure the

old gang "will think it strange that ye

run not with them to the same excess,

speaking evil of you." Strangely
enough, and tragically enough, when
a man breaks with the old crowd, they
turn against him. Instead of trying

to help him they put temptation in his

way. Many a man who has stopped
drinking has fallen into drinking

again because of the pressure of the

old gang. But never mind, says Peter,

these have to give an account of them-
selves to Him who is to judge the

quick and the dead. Let a man be
prepared to face ridicule and even
opposition when he begins a new life

and when he breaks with the o 1 d

crowd. But God is his helper and he
need not fear man.

The best safeguard against the old

way of life is a positive one. Instead

of a man fighting against his old

habits and contending with his old

gang, let him form new habits and
cultivate new friendships. Peter knew
this and he urged his friends to "have
fervent charity among themselves, to

use hospitality one to another with-

out grudging, to minister one to

another, as good stewards of the man-
ifold grace of God." In helping one
another, they would help themselves.

One of the most amazing organ-
izations in this world where there are

many organizations, indeed too many
organizations, is the group known as

Alcoholics Anonymous. In this organ-
ization there are men and women,
who, convinced that liquor had them
licked, had admitted it and had come
to the group for help. In this group
they find fellowship and help. Mem-
bers of the group will go to any
length to help one another. They will

get out of bed at two o'clock in the

morning to help a fellow-member
"over the hump" when he feels he
just must have a drink, and when one

SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON

AUGUST 5, 1956

By Rev. H. S. Hardcastle, D.D.

Pastor of Berea and Oakland

Congregational Christian

Churches, Chuckatuck, Va.

drink means disaster. They will sit

up all night with their fellowmen.
They manifest an interest in one
another that shames the lack of in-

terest so many of us have in one
another, especially the down and out.

They "minister the same one to

another, as good stewards of the
manifold grace of God" as Peter says.

Now this is a Temperance Lesson.
It need not be confined alone to the
matter of drinking. There are other
forms of intemperance, and let no
one deny that. But after all, there are
few more devastating and destructive

than intemperance in alcoholic bever-

ages. And there is a constantly in-

creasing use of them in our nation.

There are many reasons for this but
one of them is the power and pressure
of modern advertising which dins its

message in many forms in our ears,

and even invades our homes. There is

all too much drinking in our nation
today, and all too many members of

the Church are doing their share of

it. These things ought not so to be.

One man cannot be another man's
conscience in this matter. But one
suspects that much drinking on the

part of professing Christians would
not stand the scrutiny of Christ if

it were brought to him. To be sure

this is not the only evil. But it is one
of the worst. The incalculable waste
of money represented even in mode-
rate drinking, the tensions it creates

in the drinker and the members of his

family, the inefficiency which it

causes, the deterioration of character
which it often produces, the moral
and spiritual dullness which it has
a tendency to develop, all of these

and other things cause drinking to

stand condemned before the judgment
seat of Christ. And instead of a

Christian asking "What's the

harm?" he might well ask the quest-

ion "What's the good?"

In conclusion the writer wants to

tell of an experience he once had with
an opponent in a tennis match in an
inter-city tournament. In some way,
the matter of a certain type of con-

duct or amusement was brought up,

and this fine gentleman and also fine

tennis player said, "Mr. Hardcastle
I sing in our Church choir, and I try

to be careful what I do. I think a

member of the choir ought to be care-

ful how he lives through the week if

he is going to sing in the Church on
Sunday. "That man had a high con-

ception of Christian living, the topic

of our lesson for today.
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Additional Resolutions
From General Council

DIMENSIONS OF EVANGELISM

We hold that Evangelism is not so

much a department in the life of the

church as a dimension of every one of

its functions. We rejoice that in this

inclusive sense, evangelism is being

restored to the thinking of the church

throughout the world. The ultimate

purpose of Christian education is to

proclaim the Gospel and to bring all

people into a proper relationship with

God and with each other in terms of

that Gospel. The ultimate purpose of

I
social action is not only to reform the

social order but also to bring people

into right relationships with God and
their fellow man in the realms of eco-

nomic life, race and culture, and inter-

j

national affairs.

' We therefore call upon our

churches (including ourselves) to con-

sider evangelism in terms of the

whole man in society—with all his

!
interests and concerns—where he has

to live and make a living, his home,
his community, his longings, his

fears, and his frustrations. The sav-

ing Gospel must be presented to him
in this context.

Since the church is God's instru-

j!
ment for the proclamation of the GojI-

f
pel, and since the church's purpose

I

is to be the community of redemption
and to extend its boundaries to in-

clude all mankind, we urge upon our

people a serious and continuing study

of the nature of the church—its true

' purpose and source of power. We urge
i it upon our churches (including our-

selves) to deepen and strengthen and
purify themselves as fellowships ot

redemption in which old and young
know the love and power of Christ

and are impelled to witness to it.

RESOLUTION ON CHRISTIAN
HIGHER EDUCATION AND THE

CAMPUS MINISTRY

Noting that our church yoimg
people are attending colleges and uni-

versities in impressively increasing

numbers, and knowing that these are

] for them years of crucial decision

j

about Christian faith and life work,
and realizing that our churches are

J

deeply concerned for a more adequate

;

ministry among them and for recruit-

! ing more of them for the ministry
and for definitely church vocations,

we recommend that a much greater

emphasis be given to the campus
ministry as a vitally important part

of the church's total mission.

RESOLUTION ON ALCOHOLISM

Whereas the accelerated use of

alcoholic beverages in American so-

ciety makes hazards of our highways,
leaves alcoholics in distress and
brings many a family to disaster:

Be it resolved that we demand an
adequate program of education for

each generation on the effects of alco-

hol on personality and career, and on
mental and social health.

We urge reduction or elimination of

liquor advertising especially as it

enters our homes through magazines,
radio and television: we counsel our

nhurch peo[)le to refrain from the use

of alcoholic beverages in home and
community entertainment; we lay it

on the consciences of our ministers

as pastoral counselors to study the

sociological and psychiatric causes of

alcholism, and we call for a new re-

spect for the human body as the

temple of the Holy Spirit, for human
personality as the candle of the Lord,

and for the Church as a consecrated

community, temperate, peaceful, joy-

ous and godly.

CHRISTIAN FAITH AND
FREEDOM

We, the voting members of the 1956
General Council of the Congregation-
al Christian Churches, believe that

our freedom comes from God as His
gift and intention for His children in

order that they may respond to Him
freely.

Recalling that devotion to liberty

has been a basic factor in making
the United States of America great

and strong; that our forefathers est-

lished a civil society in which freedom
was a primary principle of develop-

ment; and that our Congregational
forbears made significant contribu-

tions to the establishment of funda-
mental rights, the freedom of speech,

press, assembly, petition, religion and
due process of law; we affirm our re-

sponsibility to defend and extend
basic human freedom.

We believe that man is free to dis-

obey as well as to obey God, and that

the risk of disobedience is the price

of freedom. Obedience can be forced

only at the cost of destroying freedom.

We believe that the New Testament
teaches us to obey God rather than
man. Loyalty to God takes prece-

dence over the claims of the state.

The government must not interfere

with the freedom of an individual to

obey God and to act according to

conscience.

We believe that the church has a
vital stake in the preservation of free-

dom. Where freedom is den'ed, God's
intention as revealed in Jesus Christ

is frustrated. Furthermore, wherever
tyranny emerges freedom of worship
is in jeopardy. Freedom to worship
God and witness to our faith is the

cornei'Stone of all our freedoms.

We believe that men can fulfill their

destiny only when they arc free to

learn, to experiment, to explore and
to seek new truth under the guidance
of the Floly Spirit and to work out
their salvations in free obedience to

God within the human community.

One generation cannot win freedom
and pass it on to its heirs. Each gen-
eration must apply and extend free-

dom, within its own situation and de-

fend it against the particular enemies
of its day. Among the enemies of
freedom in America are the perennial
fear of freedom, communism and
deviations from Constitutional prin-

ciples.

STUDY GROUPS
We, the members of the 1956 Gen-

eral Council of the Congregational
Christian Churches, concerned for

freedom, racial inclusiveness, world
peace and justice, as well as for the

other social problems, address an
earnest word to our churches regard-
ing study and action in these areas.

We urge our churches to recognize
their responsibility, not only for the
teaching of basic Christian beliefs,

but also for helping their members
apply their faith to specific and often
complex social questions. It is at

this point that many church members
feel unprepared and inadequate. Ser-

mons and addresses can help, but
they are not enough. We strongly
urge each local church to make pro-
vision for sustained and careful dis-

cussion of social problems, under the
leadership of official social action

committees, in adult classes, or
through special discussion groups.
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Enrollment Increasing At Elon
New Faculty and Facilities BeingAdded
At all sessions of the current year

the enrollment has established new
records. In the regular college year
Ihe enrollment surpassed any pre-

vious year by approximately 200, the

total number being 1,306. During the
first six weeks of summer school 456
persons were enrolled, and in the

present session there are 336. More
students than ever are entering Elon.

We have had fine students on our
campus for all sessions, and we are

approaching the close of the most
successful year that Elon has ex-

perienced during the last ciuarter of

a century.

Not only has the enrollment in-

creased, but the curriculum has been
made more inclusive, our faculty has
increased in numbers and improved
in scholarship, and the school i s

doing a high grade of work.

We feel that the.se successful ex-

periences are only a prelude to the

rnsuing year. Our field secretary, Mr.
Samuel Webster, reports prospects

that the enrollment for 1956-1957
will exceed those of the past year
by fifteen to twenty percent.

Facilities have been enlarged and
new faculty members have been em-
i»loyed in anticipation of this increas-

ed student body. We will not only be
abb to admit those who come, but also

to provide for them proper and effic-

ient instruction. Elon is always happy
to receive good students who are am-
bitious to continue their educational

training for the opportunities and
responsibilities of life.

We are especially anxious to re-

ceive members of our Congregational
Christian churches. Write for cata-

logue, or come to make inquiries.

L. E. Smith, President

DECLARATION OF PURPOSE

Saturday afternoon, July 21, 1956,
I was sitting on our front porch rest-

ing for a moment and observing the
cars as they moved along the streets

and the passers-by as they tramped
up and down the sidewalk. Presently
I was startled by the screaming of a

little child, I presume four years old.

She was dressed for summer. The
mother had walked on ahead. She was
screaming for dear life and jumping
up and down as if she would go into

tantrums any minute. Her mother
paid no attention; she just kept walk-
ing. The child kept screaming louder

and louder; the mother kept walking.
Finally, the little girl stamped and
screamed. The mother paid no atten-

tion; she just kept going. Finally, the

little girl began walking toward her
mother, still screaming.

By and by they came back, from
the drug store, I presume. Every
thing seemed to be all right. The
little girl was eating an ice cream
cone, and appeared to be as happy as

could be. I thought, "How true to

human nature!"

I have written, written, and written

urging our churches to sign the

Declaration of Purpose expressing

their intent to comply with the Con-
vention's resolution and the confer-

ence's direction, but still very few
have replied. I will write again, not
scream, and again, still not scream-
ing, with a hope that by and by the

churches will hear and begin to head.

I am looking forward to the day when
I shall find that the churches have
begun to heed. I will not be eating

an ice cream cone, but I will be re-

joicing for the college that the

churches have finally signed their

Declaration of Purpose. Everything

is lovely as we move on toward the

successful conclusion of our campaign
for our college.

REGULAR GIFTS HELP

Many of our churches are doing
wonderfully well in securing and
sending money on Conference Apport-

j

ionments for Elon College. Others are
|

a little slow—not negligent, but just

haven't gotten around to sending
their apportionment money.

Of course, we are all aware of the
!

responsibilities of the local church '

to the larger program of the denomin-
ation represented by the Southern
Convention. But I wonder if we all

j

realize that this conference year is i

moving right along to its close.

The contributions which come in

weekly mean a great deal to Elon
College. They are always greatly
appreciated.

CONFERENCE APPORTIONMENT
RECEIPTS

Previously Reported $12,651.21

Eastern North Carolina Conference:
|

Bethlehem $36.00
Fayetteville 9.50

Eastern Virginia Conference:
Antioch 67.00
Franklin 56.00

,

Shelton Memorial 2.00

North Carolina and Virginia

Conference:

Danville 89.00

Union (Va.) 100.00

Total $359.50

Grand Total $ 13,010.71

Help Elon College
1. ENLIST CHURCH YOUNG PEOPLE AS STUDENTS.

2. PAY APPORTIONMENTS IN FULL.

3. SIGN DECLARATION TO PAY ON BUILDINGS.
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Orphanage Superintendent
In School

John G. Truitt, Superintendent

Your superintendent of our child-care home is attending, July 23-25, the

1
twelfth annual workshop at the University of North Carolina for executives

j

and other administrative personnel of child-care institutions. This is a work-

j

shop of five full days of study and conference. I shall tell you more about it

j

in my next report.

1

Our boys and girls are having their back bright faces and good reports.

) vacations. They have gone here and We are very appreciative of the many
there to visit friends, or have attend- friends who make these outings
ed camps. When they return to us, as possible.

most of them now have, they bring Our matrons and other workers are

REPORT FOR JULY 18, 1956

SUNDAY SCHOOLS MONTHLY OFFERINGS

Amount brought forward
Eastern North Carolina Conference

New Elam ....$ 10.00

$10,788.78

Eastern Virginia Conference
Newport News, S.S 11.90

Christian Temple 20.00

Rosemont 100.00

Bayside 10.00

10.00

North Carolina and Virginia Conference
Mt. Zion, S.S 13.75

Tryon 87.00

Union (Va.), S.S 5.00

Western North Carolina Conference
Pleasant Cross, S.S.

Ramseur
Seagrove

8.31

5.00

5.50

$ 10.00

141.90

105.74

18.81

Virginia Valley Conference
Bethlehem, S.S.

Leaksville

New Hope, S.S.

Total

Grand Total

17.50

97.00

17.50 132.00

.$ 408.45

.$11,197.23

SPECIAL OFFERINGS
]

Amount brought forward
Maude Hedley Bible Class, Rosemont Church

(camp trip for Angelee Haith) $ 15.00
i Premium Associates, Inc. (for coupons) 148.12

!
G. S. Huber, Spring Grove, Va 100.00

i
Mr. and Mrs. L. S. Hollowell, Suffolk, Va. 40.00

I

Friends 10.00

(Young Adult Class, Bayside Church 8.50

iMr. and Mrs. J. L. Owens, Suffolk, Va. 50.00

5.00

10.00

1.50

120.11

.$17,642.44

In Memory of Mrs. Irene Beale Lawrence
In Memory of W. J. Ballentine

In Memory of W. J. Ballentine

Special Gifts

'Total

Gland Total

Total for the Week
Total for the Year ..

July 31, 1956

.$ 508.23

$18,150.67

.$ 916.68

.$29,347.90

getting their vacations, too. It is hard
for me to pick a time for vacation.

This is the season when applications

are coming in for study and investi-

gation. This is work that falls on my
shoulders. After I have gone through
all the paces with each applicant, I

then am ready to turn the matter
over to our admittance committee.
There are several pleas being made
now to get children into the
orphanage

The Church has done, and it wishes
to continue to do,, a good job in child

care for each needy little one who
comes under its supervision. The need
of the child, and the destituteness of

his present situation, must be care-

fully studied, as well as what may be

the changes in the general situation

in the months and years ahead.

Let me thank you for the funds
you faithfully send in for this work.
We envision a time when we can liave

training requirements beyond that of

the present for all house mothers. In

training for our present staff would
be fine, if we had the funds to make
it possible. It is one thing to give a
child refuge and quite another to give

him refuge plus all that goes with
good training of mind, body and
spirit. The latter is the goal of each
of us here. Thanks for your help in

achieving this.

NOTE ON CHILD-CARE EXPERTS

House parents of the state's insti-

tutions for children, with orphanages
to the forefront, are told at Chapel
Hill Institute that boys and girls

want to dress and be treated alike

wherever they live.

When it came to the draft, where
North Carolina made a miserable
over-all showing in rejections because
of illiteracy or physical or mental un-
fitness, youths from the state's or-

l)hanages led the list and fared well

indeed. All our information is to tho
effect that they adjusted and met
Ihcir responsibilities quite accept-

ably.

The kind of discipline, medical at-

tention, food and excercise they re-

ceived there must not, unless condi-
tions have suddenly changed as we
do not believe they have, be some-
thing to get unduly disturbed about.
In fact, we have an idea that the or-

plianage house mothers and other
personnel might tell and show the ex-

perts a few things.

—Excerpts from
Greensboro Daily News Editorial

15

1^



Togethemess
NOT A POEM, NOT PROSE, BUT AN IDEA, MAYHAP AN IDEAL

TOGETHERNESS means that you and you and you and I believe in miracles.

It does not matter that there are different miracles.

Your miracle is your first born — mine is death swallowed up in victory at

my loved one's grave.

Your miracle is the conquering of a besetting sin — mine is recovery from
an illness pronounced "Incurable."

Together we have felt and seen and heard the miracles of this age.

TOGETHERNESS means that you and you and you and I worship the King.
It does not matter that we are different people.

You are white — I am black.

Your church has a tall steeple — mine has a cross.

Youi' pastor wears a robe — mine talks to us informally in his shirt sleeves.

Together we have known and believed and loved the Father of us all.

TOGETHERNESS means that you and you and you and I serve the Christ.

It does not matter that we have different talents.

You serve with singing — I bake and clean and sew.

Your service is teaching, preaching, praying — mine is nursing, building,

playing.

Together we have "done it unto one of the least of these" for Him who saved
us all.

TOGETHERNESS means that you and you and you and I are unafraid.

It does not matter that there are insurmountable obstacles.

You kneel at the foot of the Cross — I kneel beside you on the level ground.
You rise full of courage and confidence — I find that I, too, can rise to start

anew.
Together we are mending and reweaving and repairing broken relationships

through the centuries.

TOGETHERNESS means that you and you and you and I are building bridges.

It does not matter that there are overwhelming construction problems.
You are making preliminary plans — I do the hard manual labor.

You dedicate the structure — I daily ride over it.

Together' we are building a Christian Fellowship of Love around the whole
wide earth.

By: Gertrude Lewis McCall, President

United Church Women of Tennessee
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John G. Truitt

SHOWING THEM HOW
You are going to close your shop one day,

And what will the folks who are left have to say?

Oh, what will the son whom you love so well

Have on his lips and his heart to tell?

What will he find when he follows your path?

What will he do with the things he hath?

What will the others, your very own.
Think when they sit with their thoughts alone?

When they read the journal in your own hand

And think on the things that you had planned?

When you've closed your shop at the end of the day

What will the folks who are left have to say?

Let us be thinking of that right now.
Be living our lives and showing them how.

Be making the record we would have them read

When we can't change a word, or thought, or deed.

So we should be proud to have them say:

"A man 'ike my father I will be today."



Here And There Among The Churches
REVEREND MACK WELCH was

the guest preacher at a revival at

Pleasant Union church near Asheboro
the week of July 26. Bill Joyner, a

?>tudent at Elon College, is serving

this church as pastor.

A GOOD IDEA — Recently the M.
Z. Rhodes family gave the altar

flowers in Burlington, First church
in recognition of the members of the

Home Department of the Sunday
school.

GUEST MINISTERS at Elon
College Community Church for Aug-
ust include Dr. William T. Scott on
August 5, Rev. Fred Register on
August 19, and Rev. T. H. Mackin-
tosh, retired Methodist minister living

in the Elon community, on August 26.

Rev. W. J. Andes, the pastor, will

preach on August 12.

SENIOR YOUTH FELLOWSHIP
of Union church. Route 2, Burlington,

N. C, had their annual "outing" on
July 31. This year the picnic was
held at Fairy Stone Park in Virginia.

HUNTERDALE church will have
the Rev. Stanley Burgess, Baptist

minister of Richmond, Virginia, as

its guest minister on August 12 and
39. Mr. M. Joyner, chairman of the

deacons, will lead the worship ser-

vices, as the pastor, Rev. Clyde Fields,

will be on his vacation.

MISS MARY GRAHAM WISSE-
MAN daughter of Dr. and Mrs. W. E.

Wisseman, First Church Greensboro,

is to be married to Frank Earl Waff
on August 18. Both were students at

Elon College. The ceremony, to be
performed by the bride's father, will

be limited to relatives and close

friends, and will be followed by a

reception at the parsonage. The re-

ception is being planned by the

Women's Fellowship of the church.

MISS NELLIE WALKER, mission-
ary to China and Africa under the

American Board, gave the "Children's

Message" at the Elon College church
on July 29. JIM F. Morrison, National
Pilgrim Fellowship Visitor at Moone-
lon, a sophomore at Stanford Univer-
sity in California, also shared in the

service. JIMMY SCOTT, son of Supt.

and Mrs. W. T. Scott, is the faithful

acolyte of the Elon church, according
to the bulletin received from the

pastor.

DR. AND MRS. HENRY ROBIN-
SON and family were visitors at the

morning worship service at Union
church, near Burlington, on July 29.

Dr. Robinson is the pastor of the

First Church, Burlington, and readers

of the SUN are enjoying a series

from his pen entitled "Pillars of the

Home." Mrs. Robinson was the chair-

man of the successful "School of

Missions" held at Elon College i n
July.

REV. MAX VESTAL, a charter

member of the Asheboro church, and
ROBERT HULTMAN, a member of

that church who is studying for the

ministry at Elon College, assisted Dr.

F. C. Lester in his final preaching
service at Asheboro on July 29. The
service, which was broadcast, also

contained music by the primary,

junior, and youth choirs, under the

direction of Mrs. Armeta Spivey, who
on the same Sunday concluded her

work as organist of the church.

ANGIE CREW CIRCLE of Union
church, near Burlington, held its

annual "Family Night" observance at

the church on Saturday, August 4.

Rev. Kenneth Register is the pastor

of this church.

REV. CLYDE FIELDS, pastor of

Hunterdale church, assisted the pas-

tor. Rev. Bill Simmons, in a revival

meeting at Hank's Chapel near Pitts-

boro, last week.

VALLEY FELLOWSHIP has been

deepened through recent meetings re-

ported in a personal letter from Mrs.

R. A. Whitten, wife of our Winchester

minister. The officers of the Women's
Fellowship met at the home of Rev.

and Mrs. R. E. Newton near Luray on

July 27. On July 30 a youth Rally

was held at Newport church, where
plans were made for a similar meeting

at Winchester September 30. On the

last day of July the Whittens enter-

tained the Valley ministers and their

wives at lunch.

SYMPATHY is extended to Rev.

Roy D. Coulter in the recent loss of

his mother in Riverview, Alabama.
This information comes to us through
THE STANDARD, organ of the
Southern Synod of the Evangelical

and Reformed Church. Mr. Coulter

has served as pastor of our churches
in North Carolina and Virginia, and
is now pastor of an Evangelical and
Reformed church in Winston-Salem.
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Every-Member Canvass Clinics
The Every-Member Canvass Clinics, which were used as a successful

technique in our program of Stewardship in the Southern Convention last

year, are again being planned. Reverend Fred R. Register, secretary for

stewardship and evangelism for the Southern Convention, announces the

following schedule:

September

:

3. Norfolk, First, Norfolk, Virginia

4. Suffolk Church, Suffolk, Va.

5. Wakefield Church, Wakefield,Va.

6. First Christian Church, Bur-
lington, N. C.

7. Center Church, South Boston,

Va.
8. Hendersonville Church, Hender-

sonville, N. C.

10. First Christian Church, Reids-

ville, N. C.

11. Liberty Church, Route 1, Hen-
derson, N. C.

12. Hayes' Chapel, Garner, N. C.

13. Grace's Chapel, R. F. D., San-
ford, N. C.

14. Bailey's Grove Church, Ashe-
boro, N. C.

15. Pleasant Grove Church, Bennett,

N. C.

We Are Represented

At World Council

Dr. Liston Pope of our denomin-
ation, dean of the Divinity School of

Yale University, is one of 30 Ameri-
c a n members of the 90-membef
Central Committee of the World
Council of Churches. That group is

meeting for the first time in Eastern
Europe — at Matrahaza, near Buda-
pest, Hungary, July 28-August 5. Dr.

Pope is a native of Thomasville,

North Carolina.

Dr. James Wagner, president of the

Evangelical and Reformed Church, is

also a member of this Central Com-
mittee, but he explained at the Gen-
eral Council that because of commit-
ments in this country this summer
he had asked Dr. Robert C. Stanger
of Chicago to attend as his alternate.

Assemblies of the World Council
of Churches, like the one at Evanston
in 1954, are held every six years. The
Central Committee meets annually.

This time discussions will center

around "Proselytism and Religious

Liberty" and "The Churches and the

Building of a Responsible Inter-

national Society." The date and place

of the 1960 Assembly will be chosen.

These meetings have been planned

in consultation with the chairman of

Conference stewardship committees.

Every minister and every finance

committee in a local church should

make plans to attend the Clinic

nearest them.

Western N. C.

Laymen Meet
Send Gift to Moonelon

The Laymen's Fellowship of the
Western North Carolina Conference
met for its regular Rally on Saturday
e vening, July 29 with the laymen of

Spoon's Chapel, near Asheboro as

hosts. This was "Ladies' night," and
the chairman, H. V. Cox, Jr., had a

well-planned program prepared.

The chairman of the Southern Con-
vention Laymen's Fellowship, Dr. J.

Earl Danieley, was welcomed and
spoke concerning the emphases for

1956. He emphasized the importance
of personal daily devotions to every

Christian layman, and also reminded
us of the great need for more minis-

ters to fill the pulpits of our churches.

Dalton Harper of Asheboro was the

featured speaker for the occasion. He
brought a very inspiring message on
the subject of "A Layman's Responsi-

bility as a Christian in Business." He
urged the Golden Rule as a guide.

The trophy bell moved out of Ran-
dolph County. Our High Point lay-

men came in great number to win the

trophy for the best attendance. Con-
gratulations for their fine work

!

An offering was taken for Moone-
lon and the group voted to send an
additional amount from funds on
hand. Our treasurer is sending a
check in the amount of $150.

Our next Rally will be with the

Pleasant Grove laymen.

S. H. Pell, Reporter

HOW TO ENJOY
SUNDAY

The suggestions given below, with
slight changes, are those presented in

the calender of a church in Topeka,
Kansas

:

1. Stay at home Saturday night and
get acquainted with your family. Re-
tire a little earlier than usual.

2. Get up early and help do the nec-

essary work of the home. An honest
division of labor helps to oil the
wheels of the household, but a man
who sits around reading the morning
paper and letting his wife do all the
work

—

3. If possible, make your plans to

go to the Bible School. Go to church.
Religion and worship are necessary
to a full-grown life.

4. If you have a neighbor who does
not attend church, invite him to go
with you. If he faints away at your
invitation, telephone to the head ush-
er of this church and he will send an
ambulance for him.

5. Do not expect your wife to rush
home from church and get you an
extra good Sunday dinner. Let the
Sunday meals demand a minimum of

labor for housekeepers.

6. Keep some inspiring book on
hand for later Sunday reading. Write
some letters to friends or to the boy
or girl away from home.

7. Invite someone who is not a
Christian to accept Jesus as Saviour.
How long have you been a Christian
yourself without doing this?

8. Get all that you can out of the
Sunday church services, either as a
worker or a good listener and doer.

Do not criticize the choir. You are not
such a great singer yourself.

9. Keep thanking God all day that
you are well enough to work and that
you are able to keep out of jail.

10. Close the day with a song and
a prayer after calling up the preacher
and telling him that you plan to fol-

low his advice when you go to work
tomorrow.

First Presbyterian Church, Topeka
—Courtesy, "The Little Minister"
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EDITORIALS

The Old Suit Was New Once
Comments have to do with the new suit, not the one hanging in the closet

after years of faithful service. Neighbors never come and ask to see last

year's garments that have been discarded. They are currently interested in

the new items of the wardrobe.
And so it is in other areas of life.

Most of the comments concerning this paper have to do with the changes
which have been made recently. But on page eight is a letter from a lady who
subscribed fourteen years ago and has read THE SUN ever since for the

simple reason that it gave her information she wanted. Doubtless there are

many others in the list of our 2,700 subscribers who feel the same way.

community this summer.
These young ministers are prod-

ucts, and part of the church whose
roll-book lies on the desk in the
church. This seventeen year o 1 d
church has sent them into the minis-

try under the leadership of our Lord
Christ.

On the roll are names of people
whose lives had not been allied with
church work before the influence of

this church reached them. In fact a
very large percentage of them came
into the church on profession of faith

in Christ Jesus. Some are serving as
deacons, teachers, singers, musicians,
other officials, and very many are

doing the unobserved jobs that help
to make a church what it is supposed
to be.

To some that book is simply the
roll of the Asheboro church. But to

me it is very precious. All except six

of those names represent persons
known by the pastor who received

about 250 of the 283 who have united
with this church. Those who faith-

fully serve Christ are an inspiration;

those who have passed to the Great
Beyond are magnets drawing us to

"the land of perfect day;" and those
who are failing in their relationships

to God and his Church are the cause
for humility and prayer. Names in

that book represent people, living and
dead, good and not so good, most of

whom have placed their hands in mine
as they pledged themselves to walk
in the ways of Christian fellowship
and service.

Preserve that Church Roll book. Be
careful with the names there. They
are people, living in this or the eter-

nal world.

Changes are important, of course.

But there must be something of

importance to change before changes
are important. The 108 years of

publication under many different

editors has made THE CHRISTIAN
SUN such a valuable journal that

changes in its format can be
important.

All of which means that the editor

appreciates the compliments whicli

have come this way, some of which
are published, but he is exceedingly

conscious of the heritage which comes
from the faithful labors of excellent

people through more than a century.

He is also aware that many changes
are ideas of others, not his own. It

is a high privilege to inherit from
the past and to receive from multi-

tudes of friends.

THE CHUR(H ROIL

On my desk in the church office

in Asheboro lies a record book which
belongs to the church. In it are the

names of 283 people who have united

with the church. Some of those people

have transferred their membership to

other churches where they now live.

Some have gone to their eternal re-

ward. Two hundred and five persons

still let their names remain on the

book a s active members of this

church.

One of the charter members is now
a graduate of Elon College and of

Duke Divinity School. Max Vestal was
a small boy when he joined a new
church that was meeting in a school

building. Now he is a married minis-

t e r serving Pleasant Ridge and
Spoon's Chapel churches. He has
moved his membership, but he i s

still our boy.

Another member is Robert Hult-

man, a young business man who
joined our church a couple of years
ago. He spent last winter studying at

Elon College. He is serving Biscoe,

Ether, Providence Chapel, and Shady
Grove churches, and is living in their

LIVING DANGEROUSLY
Some years ago one of the mission

study books used by the women's
societies was called "Dangerous
Opportunities." Its author, Earl
Ballon, told of work of the churches
in China at the time Communists were

forcing changes in that great country.

Since then the missionaries have had
to leave, or die. The Chinese Church
has been forced to discontinue Com-
munication with the rest of the
Christian world.

The world in which we live is

rapidly changing. Fifty years ago it

made little difference to the rest of

the world how we in our communit}'
treated each other. That is not true

today. The rest of the world learns

within a day of any mistreatment of

people of different races.

Last week this paper carried an
account of an address made to the
General Council by the minister of

our Christian Temple in which he said

that our young people scattered over
the world in military service are in

reality missionaries representing the
Christian culture of America. Reports
coming from Western Germany i u
recent months have been quite dis-

turbing. The conduct of our military

people have lowered the appreciation

of America dangerously.

Two weeks ago the Legislature of

North Carolina asked the people of

that state to vote in September to

change the Constitution concerning
the operation of the public schools

with the hope that there will be no
forced integration.

A federal judge last week ordered
the officials of Arlington county,

Virginia to open all elementary
schools by January 3, 1957 and all

junior and senior high schools b y
September, 1957 to all pupils without
regard to race or color.

Last week the Egyptian Govern-
ment took into its own hands the
operation of the Suez Canal which in

reality belongs to America, England,
and France.

News from Burma says that
Chinese troups have occupied 1,000
square miles of Burmese territory.

In a world like this, one must of

necessity live dangerously. There is

no place to run away and be safely

at peace. Christians, like their Master,
need to face the issues of the time,

decide what should be done, and
boldly move towards the goal of

righteousness. Big decisions must be
made, and Christians should help to

make them. And Christians must be
f.ure that the decisions are Christian.

On these decisions may hang the life

or death of millions of people ; it could

be all the people in our world.

The only way to live successfully

in a dangerous world of revolution is

to live righteously.

4 The Christian Sun



Letters To The Editor
I have just received my copy of

THE SUN. It looked good in its new
format. It looks like modern public-

ations of its kind. . . . Bertie and I

read through the first issue together,

because we were so much impressed
with the look of the outside page that

neither of us seemed content to wait
to be second. The table of contents,

the new headings, the new type, the

arrangement and layout, all of the

paper made us proud.

Clyde Fields, Pastor
Hunterdale

Congratulations on the wise choice

for editing THE CHRISTIAN SUN.
I expect there will be notable improve-
ments under the fine new editor and
management. I look for some helpful

changes. Very best wishes and
prayers. Anything I can do, just

whistle.

I'll be in Hawaii again four months
this fall — October through January.

Was there nine weeks last fall and
spoke 100 times in the nine weeks on
six islands. They ask for four month.s

this time. Have engagements in Mon-
tana and Nebraska in September.

Warren H. Denison
Grinnell, Iowa

THE CHRISTIAN SUN with tho

"New Look" is great! The face-lifting-

job is wonderful. Congratulations on
getting off to a grand start. I feel

that you will succeed in bringing THE
SUN through the pain and agony of

a "new birth."

Kenneth D. Register,

Member, Board of Publications

Pastor, Union Ridge

Hearty congratulations on the July
17 issue of THE CHRISTIAN SUN!
You, the Board of Publication and
Convention officials should feel amply
gratified with this new format, the
readability of headlines and pages and
the added amount of news carried.

Carl R. Key, Director
Committee on the Use and
Understanding of the Bible

You are doing fine with THE SUN.
I have just read your second number.
I like my page fine. Hope you show

the Convention big things with THE
SUN. . . It looks and reads so much
better. I hope you can roll up a big

subscription list.

John G. Truitt, Superintendent
The Christian Orphanage

The first issue of the new SUN just

I'eceived. Congratulations

!

W. T. Dunn, Sr.

Lynchburg, Virginia

Let me congratulate you on the
first issue of the new format of THE
SUN. While it needs some "polishing,"

you and the printer have done a

marvelous job in the transition.

—J. O. Atkinson, Jr.

Assistant General Solicitor

The Virginia Railway Company

Congratulations for such a worthy
paper which all of us should appreci-

ate more than we do. When I was a

small boy back in the "gay nineties,"

THE CHRISTIAN SUN was the only

paper that came to my father's home
and I have had access to it from then

until now. I hope that during another
half century, and longer, it will con-

tinue to shine brighter.

—Guy H. Veazey, Resident Mgr.
Moonelon Conference Center
Pastor, Lakeview

Thanks for the "New Look"
CHRISTIAN SUN. It is excellent. You
have put a lot of good thought into

the paper. It is full of interest. The
only criticism I could offer is perhaps
not enough "white" shows around
titles. I believe we are going places

with the SUN.
William T. Scott, Superintendent
The Southern Convention

Mighty find! Mighty fine! the new
CHRISTIAN SUN. Especially did I

like the front and the smaller pages.

I liked the arrangement of material

and the intimacy of the paper. . . I

wonder if there is any way to arrange
several of the headlines in order to

break or space between them. . .

Some pages seemed crowded.
. . .(later letter) I liked the July 22
issue very much. I believe you covered
the General Council very well.

—W. J. Andes, Pastor
Elon College

Congratulations, sincerely and
truly. You have done a good job in

producing the first issue of THE
CHRISTIAN SUN in its new dress.

The arrangement of material excell-

ent, headings much improved as to

looks and meaning, proof well read,

and the printing first class. Your
editorial and other comment are
timely. Absence of continued lines a
reader relief. . . I know you will

improve the paper from week to week
. . . and I know also you will not again
spell purview "pervue."

C. B. Riddle, Former Editor
"THE CHRISTIAN SUN"

I enjoyed reading your first issue

of THE CHRISTAIN SUN and con-

gratulate you on the format and the
contents. You did a fine job and I

think the changes made in the style

of printing and makeup of the SUN
are very commendable.

George D. Colclough, Manager
Burlington Chamber of Commerce

This letter is a very small token
of my personal appreciation and that
of the Congregational Christian fel-

lowship for your devoted, accurate
reporting of the recent General Coun-
cil. It was a great pleasure for all of

us who worked with you to have you
in the pressroom.

By the time you receive this letter

I shall be in Japan, but I hope to have
the opportunity to work with you
again in the near future.

Everett C. Parker, Director
Office of Communication
Congregational Christian Churches

I like the new look o f THE
CHRISTIAN SUN. I think everyone
has a renewed enterest in it, as I

have heard several of our church
folk make many favorable comments
on it.

—Mrs. Edward Bresko
Petersburg, Virginia

Everyone likes the new CHRIST-
IAN SUN. Congratulations

!

—Mrs. B. B. Johnson
Fuquay Springs, N. C.

Congratulations upon getting back
into writing — editing THE SUN.

W. W. Sloan
Elon College, N. C.
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PILLARS OF THE HOME
4. LONG SUFFERING

Henry E. Robinson

Occasionally something nice happens to us suddenly, but usually what
comes our way is because of hard work over the years. Sometimes it is the

sudden jerk that is needed; more often it is the long steady pull over the

years that moves the heavy loads and does the heavy work of the world.

Occasionally a snap judgment proves to be the right one, but more often

careful deliberation solves the knotty problems. Sometimes a fit of temper
will accomplish something constructive; more often it is patient endurance

which brings victory.

AN ALCOHOLIC SAVED

As you have read the above has

your mind been led to certain exper-

iences of the past in which patience

and endurance have achieved at long

last a desired goal? I am thinking

of the testimony of an alcoholic who
did everything wrong. He threw his

earnings when his family was in want,

He lost the respect of his children. He
was a faithless husband and a dis-

graced father. He kept a job out of

the kindness of an employer who had
known him in better days, though
he had been demoted to the lowest

work in the company. One by one

his friends deserted him. Worst of

all he lost all his self-respect in his

own eyes. He cared for nothing. One
tiny thread of a saving element re-

mained. His wife still believed in him,

prayed for him, hoped against hope,

was loyal to him. One night he came
in late in a partial daze. He switched

on the light and found his wife on
her knees in prayer. No word was
spoken. Something touched a deep

chord of good in that man's heart.

From that moment forward he began
the long hard climb back to respect-

ability.

"LOVE SUFFERETH LONG"

Paul says love suffereth long. It

suffers beyond the call of duty. It

suffers beyond the dictates of reason.

But long sufferance does win victories

that nothing else can win.

One of the most beautiful charac-

ters I know proved herself when for

34 long years she looked after a son

who was almost a total care. There
is a real question whether this is the

way to solve this difficult question.

Some feel that institutional care is

the better answer. How one solves

such a problem depends upon one's

interpretation of personal respons-

ibility. I am only saying here that

long suffering is a pillar of the home

and a pillar of Christian character
that will win many victories. When
we see it in action across the years
we must know that we are standing
in the presence of greatness.

Every mother knows what I am
talking about. You left Johnny for a
minute; just long enough to hang the
clothes on the line. But in those few
minutes he climbed on the shelf and
got the bottle of syrup and poured it

on himself and on the kitchen floor.

This had to happen when you had so

much to do and perhaps weren't feel-

ing well either. Did you run away;
did you sit down and cry; did you
flail the daylights out o f little

Johnny? You probably wanted to do

Wives Can
Some timely observations on house-

keeping, compiled by the writer
during a week's bachelorhood while
his family was out-of-town visiting.

Frying bacon can be a very hazard-
ous task without a pajama top.

An average sink will hold two and
a half sets of dirty dishes.

A dish towel carefully spread can
hide two and a half sets of dirty

dishes in the sink.

Two and a half sets of dishes,

judiciously used at meals, will last

approximately three days.

A paper plate has a tendency to

become limp if used more than twice.

Egg hardened in a plate loosens

quickly under the lick of a hungry
Irish Setter.

A ring in the bathtub is no blacker

after the fifth bath than the first.

Spilled sugar draws ants and

all three. No, you set about cleaning

up the mess because love suffereth

long. You had had similar experiences

before and something told you that

others would follow.

I have never seen Mt. Rushmore
with the great stone faces of Wash-
ington, Lincoln, Jefferson, and Theo-
dore Roosevelt carved out of the face

of a granite cliff in the Black Hills

of Dakota. But Gustaf Borglum must
have been a sculptor of great patience

as well as an artist of great skill.

Actually parents who have reared a
band of children to Christian matur-
ity, amid the many obstacles and
difficulties of life, are also artists of

great skill and of great patience.

One does not speak of long suffer-

ing without mentioning love, as I

have done several times. But to this

great Christian virtue there must
also be added faith—faith that in the

end God will give us the victory if

we faint not. Paul says "I have fought
a good fight, I have finished the
course, I have kept the faith." If

you are in the midst of a long and
arduous battle, no matter what its

nature, continue to be long-suffering.

This is a pillar of the home. If a
victory is to be won it will come
through patience.

Be Handy
becomes crunchy underfoot.

Frozen strawberries do not defrost

satisfactorily in the oven.

Stale bread is edible if first dunked
in coffee.

The chance of strangling on bread
in coffee is reduced by straining

through the teeth while drinking.

Socks may be worn longer if allow-

ed to air properly. They may be class-

ified as Clean, Clean Dirty (2 days
worn). Clean Dirty Clean (3 days,

with one day of airing), and Dirty,

Clean, Dirty (recognized by their

ability to stand upright at the bed-

side).

An unmade bed sleeps just as com-

fortably as one freshly made.

Summing Up: Wives, if properly

trained, can be very handy things to

have around the house.

J.P. Brady
— Franklin Press
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A Rural Church Seeks Talent
Asks Members To Check Interests

The Board of Religious Education of Union church, near Burlington, of

which Miss Kare Garham is chairman, has sent a "Talent Interest Check-List"

to each person in the church, with the request that they study it and ^heck

those items in which they have had experience, training or ability. They are

asked to double check the items in which they are most interested.

The purpose o f the check-list,

which will be of value not only to the

Board of Religious Education but to

all organizations of the church, is to

discover the church's full resources.

It is to be a record of religious inter-

ests and abilities and signing it does

not mean acceptance of an assign-

ment of any particular task or service.

Lists are to be returned to the pastor.

Rev. Kenneth Register, or Miss
Graham.

Since some other church may wish
to use this idea, the items to be
checked are given below.

CHURCH
Officer

Usher

CHURCH SCHOOL
Teacher
Officer

Worship Leader
Cradle Roll

Children

Young People
Adults
Visual Aids

OTHER ORGANIZATIONS
.... Women's Work
— . Men's Work
.... Y. P. Society

.... Vacation School

.... Weekday School

.... Scouting

.... Club Leadership
— . Nursery

SERVICES
Library
Typing
Mimeographing
Publicity

Telephoning
Serving Meals
Baby Sitting

Repair Work
Visitation

Social Work
Flowers for Church

HOBBIES
Photography
Art

Dramatics
Camping
Recreation
Folk Games
Radio
Craft Work
Nature Lore
Sports
Newspaper Work

INTERESTS

Missions
Peace
Evangelism
Social Action
Race Relations

Discussion

Bible Study
Family Life

Citizenship

Community Welfare
Inter-Church Cooperation
Public Speaking
Co-operatives

Industrial Relations

MUSIC

Choir
Solo

Instrument
Leading

Evangelical and Reformed Church

Gleaned from August Issue of

THE STANDARD

Dr. Lee A. Peeler is retiring from
the active ministry and he and his

wife will live in Salisbury. He grad-

uated from Catawba in 1905. H i s

first pastorate was in High Point,

where he built a church. He com-
pleted the organization of St. John's
Church, Kannapolis, and served as

pastor for 19 years. He has also serv-

ved Grace Church, Newton, N. C. St.

John's Middle-Brook, Virginia, and
Mann's Choice, Pennsylvania.

Eric Reif, president of the Lowell,

Florida, congregation was killed in

an automobile accident when he and
other members of Lowell congrega-

tion were on their way to worship
with the E. and R. church in St.

Petersburg.

Rev. and Mrs. Richard Rubright,
missionaries on furlough from Japan,
have been visiting churches in the

Southern Synod this summer.

Bobby Lee Wright of the Nazareth
Orphans' Home was accidentally

drowned in the orphanage lake on
June 17. This was the first death to

occur in the Home since its organiz-

ation 50 years ago.

Dr. J. Banks Peeler preached at the

reorganization of St. John's Church,
Leisure City, Florida, on July 22.

MEMORIAL GIFTS
Christian Orphanage

Elon College, N. C.

Dear Dr. Truitt:

Please accept the enclosed $

to the Christian Orphanage in memory of:

as a memorial gift

OF DECEASED) (DATE OF DEATH I

/IVOR TO BE

Name

Address
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A Retired Missionary Writes Us
Mrs. Hemingway Finds Our Paper Helpful

You may wonder at receiving a

letter from someone you do not Itnow,

but I feel that I have known you for

the fourteen years I have been a

subscriber to "THE CHRISTIAN
SUN." I had returned from my home
in Shansi, North China, where I had
been a missionary of the American
Board for 38 years, where my hus-

band. Dr. W. A. Hemingway had
founded a hospital, and where my
daughter, Isabel, was an American
Board nurse, training nurses and
midwives. I returned to America
shortly before Pearl Harbor. While
visiting dear friends of our China
days. Dr. and Mrs. Paul Reynolds in

Chicago, I saw my first copy of "THE
CHRISTIAN SUN" and immediately
subscribed to it. I found it just as

Paul Reynolds said — a live and
interesting paper with a very fine

coverage of missionary interests —
sometimes surpassing the then
"Missionary Herald."

Through THE SUN'S pages I was
able to follow the last months of the

Poochow Mission in the letters of our
dear friends, the Edward Riggs, and
the Richard Jacksons. I have kept
the Riggs letters ever since, as they
continue to come from India. But I

found a wide variety of other mis-

sionary material in letters from
Japan, Turkey and elsewhere.

My daughter, Isabel, the nurse,

stayed on in China for ten more years
but was advised to leave with the
others in 1951. Then the American
Board appointed her to be nurse in

the clinic at Talas-Kayseri, Turkey.
I turned to mv files of "THE
CHRISTIAN SUN" and found pict-

ures and letters of Dr. William Nute
and his wife, Mary Christie Nute, in

charge of the Thalas Clinic, and more
information about every station of

the American Board in Turkey. So
Isabel could tell from the first about
the new work she was going to. It was
wonderful to have this right at hand.

Isabel a n d I went to Waycross,
Georgia that summer of 1951 and
enjoyed the Congregational Christian
Family Camp and the warm-hearted
people there. When she returns on
furlough in 1958 I imagine she will

ask to be sent again to the South for
a visit.

I have taken so much time to ex-

plain how grateful I have been to

"THE CHRISTIAN SUN. ' Our

friends the Ralph Gaits and Henry
Hermans have kept us in touch with
the Valley activities in its pages.

Now you have a very attractive

new format and I congratulate every-

one on Dr. Lester's taking up the

editorship. The Woman's Page has
always been most interesting in Mrs.
Lester's care, and also now in Mrs.
Booth's The Orphanage letter is one

A young American physician has
been appointed to the staff of the new
Child Health Institute at Ankara,
Turkey.

He is Dr. William L. Nute, Jr., a

medical missionary to Turkey who
has been in this country since the fall

of 1954 for furlough and graduate

work at the Harvard Medical School.

Dr. and Mrs. Nute and their two
children, now living in Auburndale,

Mass., are scheduled to sail for the

Near East August 22.

The new and important medical

center for children, which is backed
by the Turkish government, has a 165
bed hospital and a training program
for young Turkish doctors, nurses and
research and social workers. Dr. Nute
will be in charge of pediatric hema-
tology and will participate in the am-
bitious training program. He has
recently been studying blood diseases

at the Children's Hospital in this city,

and hopes to set up a complete
modern blood program at the Insti-

tute.

Like h i s father, also a medical
missionary in Turkey, Dr. Nute is

serving under the American Board of

Commissioners for Foreign Missions,

foreign service arm of the Congre-
gational Christian Churches.

The invitation to Dr. Nute to

share in the work at Ankara wad
extended by Dr. Ihsan Dogramaci,
dynamic and resourceful Turkish phy-
sician who founded the Institute and
is now its director. The two dedi-

cated doctors first met 10 years ago
wlien both were taking graduate
studies at the Children's Hospital in

St. Louis, Missouri.

Contributions toward the construct-

ion costs of the Institute included

$350,000 appropriated by the Turkish

I always turn to. You have fine, alive

churches in the Southern Convention
and they have fine and spiritual

leaders.

This is just to say "Thank You"
and "God Bless You" as you go on
in your good work.

Mary W. Hemingway
1 Wyoming Court
Washington 16, D. C.

parliament and $175,000 given by the

Red Crescent (similar to the Red
Cross in this country) and other

voluntary contributors.

The Rockefeller Foundation gave
$100,000 for the purchase of modern
equipment, and the United Nations
Children's Fund provided $3,500 for
books.

Born in New York City, Dr. Nute
spent his boyhood in Adana, Turkey,
but came back to the United States

to enter Phillips Andover Academy
where he was graduated in 1933. He
received his A. B. at Swathmore Col-

lege in 1938 and his medical degree
from Johns Hopkins University in

1943.

After interning at the Philadelphia

General Hospital, Dr. Nute served for

two years as resident physician of

Taylor Hospital, near Philadelphia,

and devoted tv/o more years to grad-

uate studies in pediatrics at the

Children's Hospital in St. Louis.

He returned to Turkey in 1948 and
for almost two yoars was a voluntary
assistant in the Children's Depart-
ment of the Government Hospital in

Ankara. In 1951 he went to Talas and
then on to the American Clmic in

Adana, his boyhood home, where,

since that time, he and his wife have
endeavored to meet the health needs

of the people of the area.

Dr. Nute has pioneered, when feas-

ible, in an untouched field by sending

a nurse and social worker into the

homes of his patients.

Writing to American friends after

Dr. Nute's acceptance of the invit-

ation to serve on tlie staff of the

Institute, Dr. Dogramaci said, "His,

presence will be of extreme value to

the project."

Dr* Nute Going To Turkey
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We Help Real People
Through CROP Gifts And Missions

July 27, 195G

The N. C. CROP office recently

received the following letter from
National CROP Director, Albert
Farmer, who had been attending inter

church discussions on world needs for

food, held in Geneva, Switzerland.

Naples, Italy
' June 20, 1953

In Austria we s a w a Voca-
tional Training School in the refugee

camp at Spittal, which is receiving

CROP food, where the boys and girls

are receiving excellent preparation

for jobs in the United States or else-

where. We saw a group of young
Rumanian escapees in an old-raid

bunker in Salzburg, who are caring

for themselves, including their sick

and unemployables, even though the

government does not recognize them
and they seem to be stranded as state-

less iDeople in an eternal limbo. CROP
food was on their shelves and in their

Sunday dinner that was cooking when

we visited. CROP food, including sur-

pluses, is proving part of the extra

that families in two large camps near
Salzburg need, since, while the gov-
ernment or USEP provides the camp,
the people have to pay rent, by their

food and clothes and pay for other
necessities out of what they can earn
or what they receive as relief if they
are unable to work — and both earn-

ings and relief payments are mighty
fc'mall.

Here in Italy, I've seen lemon juice

from California, I'aisins that were
paid for by Kansas, and cocoa that
came from CROP, o n storehouse
shelves. I've heard every where of the

value of these "specials" in brighten-

ing lives and varying diets that are

loo constantly just bread and spa-

ghetti. I saw, just yesterday, at

Campua Camp, several small fields of

wheat in the shock, with good fuil

heads. The ground was dug by hand,
tne seed planted by hand, the grain

Sittin old ()0()|)li'

section" of Lager Kematen in Tyrol, Austria, are Franz IJraun
and his wife Elizabeth. Herr Braun and hi.s wife had lived in
Karlsdorf until 1917. They owned about 20 acres of land where
they grew corn, wheat and fruit, and had 9.3 sheep, 3 horses,
1 cow, 4-5 hogs, geese, ducks and chickens. The change in the
political situtation has left them living in this room, in a camp,
as wards of the Austrian Government. Gifts of food from the
Christian Rural Overseas Program (CROP) make life a little
more bearable for Franz and his wife.

cut with a sickle by hand. Refugees
have been paid to do this work —
about 25 cents a day — and have
learned better farming methods while

doing it and had new interest created

after being idle in camp for the pre-

vious two, five or eight years. And
the money that furnished that seed

came from CROP Kansas sup-

plied it. Just now we've allocated some
$4,000 to this camp to purchase a

power driven walking tractor with all

the attachments, and the material for

an irrigation system. With this, more
ground will be broken, more people

em.ployed, trained, given hope, better

crops secured.

It was told today that the first

shipment of Church World Service

surplus wheat is in the harbor here

at Naples. I hope I can get to see

some of it, but it hasn't com.pletcd

clearing yet, and until it does, I can't

get near it, I'm told, BUT IT IS

HERE! It will be made into flour and
then distributed. When the govern-
ment official phoned the local WCC
office he said, "I've got some w-h-e-a-t

(he spelled it) here for you. What is

it and what shall I do with it?" The
surplus cotton shipment has arrived;

arrangements have been completed
with a mill in Milano to make it into

cloth; all the institutions have filed

their requests; they are now screened
and cut down to fit the amount avail-

able, and then the bolt cloth will be
sent to them and the women in the

various places will make up the sheets

and other articles from the c'oth.

That's cheaper than having them
made commercially. Some o f the

cotton will be used to stuff mattresses
and quilts.

But more than wliat I've s^cn of

commodities, I'vo socn p e o p 1 e. It

hasn't been the needy ones v/ho have
impressed me, although they are here.

They are largely inarti-^.ulate, silent

in their sorrow and passive in thric

hopelessness. The jieople who have
impressed me are the ones who arc
trying to heln them. They are minis-

tering in a way that is maldng otiier

Italians say, in effect, "Beho'd how
Lhese Christians love cvcrybo:ly!" So
great is their courage ;nid sacrifice

that th(\y would do it bv themselves,
if they had to. But our little aid — so

small in comparison to their dnrin;;;— is helping them to serve better and
is holding up their hands, the b'cssed
hands of Christ, himself. To be fellow

workers with them, not only here but
in all these many lands, is a goal to

be highly desired, an accomplishment
that we cannot easily attain.
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Progress At A Tribute To A
Shallow Well Christian Woman

G. Julius Rice

During the past three years the

Shallow Well church has made many
improvements to their buildings and
also the parsonage. A stove, refrig-

erator and hot air furnace were in-

stalled in the latter.

The nicest and most useful accom-
plishment has been the erection of

the new $42,000 educational building.

Furnishings include 225 Samsonitc
folding chairs, 4 large folding tables

for the primary and junior classes.

50 woodsn folding chairs for the
children's assembly room, and 50

new hymnals for the children.

The church sanctuary has just been

completely remodeled and enlarged.

A new roof was added. The sanctuary

was changed from a pulpit-centered to

an altar-centered church. Furnishings

include a Hammond electric organ

and chimes, altar cross, candelabra,

candlelighters, stained glass windows,

carpet, 8 new pews, 115 Pilgrim

Hymnals, and new lighting fixtures.

Dr. W. T. Scott preached at the ser-

vice of dedication for the new church

furnishings on July 22.

The Women's Fellowship has in-

creased from one to four circles, and

a lay-men's fellowship was organized

which has an average attendance of

about 15. There are eleven classes in

the Sunday school with 330 on roll.

There are two Pilgrim Fellowship

groups, the juniors being the most
active, with an average attendance of

35. The basement of the old educat-

ional building was painted and equip-

ped with a ping-pong table and other

games for these groups to vise. The
kitchen, too, was painted, and a

double sink and new cabinets added.

Other vital equipment added has

been an electric sign with floodlights

that light up the steeple and a long-

carriage Royal typewriter, table,
mimeograph machine, large desk and
chair for the office.

Approximately 100 new members
have been added, making a total mem-
bership of 350. Shallow Well church
became a full-time church in 1954.

The budget has increased from $3,000

in 1953 to over $12,000 in 1956. This
increase has been due partly to the

envelope system of giving.

by Mrs. Pearl M. Basnight

I believe women play a major roie

in all churches and church work and
I wish to pay tribute to one who has

meant so much to our church at
Chapel Hi!!, namely, IVlrs. IVIamie

Pickard Leonard who passed away on

February 15, 1956. She and her whole
family were devoted members of the

Christian Church, as was her hus-

band, Grady H. Leonard, who died in

June, 1942. It was IVir. Leonard who
was instrumental in obtaining our be-

loved "Hut" and we named it "The
Grady Leonard Hut."

Mamie, as all who loved her called

her, was a graduate of Elon College

and valedictorian of her class. She
had many talents and gave them to
those who needed them unselfishly

?nd untiringly.

She taught in East Durham High
School and Macclesfield High School,

and also served as secretary to Dr.

Branson at the University of North
Carolina.

After her marriage to Mr. Leonard
in 1923 she lived in Washington, D. C,
where Mr. Leonard was Director of

the Receiving Home. This work was
most satisfying to both of them as

they were helping others. After Mr.
Leonard's death, Mamie lived with her
sister. Miss Maggie Pickard in Chapei
Hill.

Mamie took a very active part in

the Woman's Fellowship, serving as

president several times, as circle

chairman, and on many committees.
She was superintendent of the Raleigh

District one year and worked faith-

fully, until it became impossible for

such activity.

Even when confined to her bed, she
wanted to be of service and would
sew on articles to help the building

fund. There was nothing she would
not do for a worthy cause. She is

greatly missed as a worker and as the

beloved person she was.

Mrs. Leonard is survived by two
daughters, Mrs. Reid Suggs and Mrs.

M. H. Jennings, Jr., one grandson,

Vernon Hill Suggs, two sisters. Miss
Maggie Pickard and Mrs. P. R. Perry,

all of Chapel Hill.

Mamie was a dear friend of mine
and I wish to pay this tribute to her

and v/ill be glad to see it in THE
CHRISTIAN SUN, the paper she

believed in whole-heartedly and felt

that each church member should sub-

scribe to.

Growing

Understanding

Dr. James E. Wagner

To a large extent the problem of

union negotiations has been a prob-

lem in sematics — the words we
use and the meanings we attach to

them.

Those of us on the Congregational

Christian Executive Committee and
the Evangelical and Reformed Gen-
eral Council have had an advantage
which our pastors and people gen-

erally could not have. We have sat

around the conference table together.

We have come to apprehend each
other's spirit — something which in

any adequate sense can only be ex-

perienced, never described. We have
heard characteristic words used so

often that their multiple shades of

meaning have slowly dawned upon
us, and steadily the gap existing be-

cause of differing traditional vocabu-
laries has narrowed as we discovered

ourselves meaning much the same
things however differently we said

them.

Pulpit To Pew
By Jim Griffith

The Senate has approved legislation

to allow the nation's airUnes to give

clergymen cut-rate fares.

Say what you will, this should be a

boost to us preachers who can never

quite get off the ground.

Of course, when the pilot announces
that he is coming in for a "three-

point landing," it won't be anything
new to a lot of clergymen. For a long

time, there have been preachers who,
when taking off in their pulpits, bank
on little more than three points and
a poem to keep them from falling flat.

And I can just hear the deacon's

comment when he learns that his

pastor may get a special reduced rate

when he flies on the nation's airliners.

"Well," the deacon will say, "That
ought to suit him. He's always up in

the air about something."

— In The Christian Index
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A Layman Preaches
Relaxation Can Be Dangerous

J. A. McLEAN

We live in an age of tension and
apprehension, and it is good and nec-

essary that some of this tension be

released through recreational chan-

nels. We, also, live in an age which
attempts to accept as right anything

that is popular. A relaxation of our

moral laws is popular and accepted

b y many today, but this certainly

does not make it right. If we are to

survive as a people and a nation we
must adhere to the moral codes as

taught by Jesus.

It was the popular thing 2,000 years

ago to hate Jesus and His teachings;

but was it right? Certainly not. Too
many of us are relaxed when it comes
to accomplishing our obligations to

God.

We are all very familiar with the

business man, who has labored for

years, building a successful enter-

prise. He has planned, and worried,

MR. J. A. McLEAN

is a member of our young church in

Fayetteville, N. C. where most of the

members are service people at Fort

Bragg. This is part of a talk given

June 24 when the minister, Rev. Carl

Wallace, was attending the General

Council.

and fought competition from all

angles, and won. He begins to seek

ways of forgetting the worry and
strain, perhaps by golfing, by fishing,

or by gambling, and all too often he
tries to drown his problems in drink.

Soon the problems o f relaxation

are more important than the problems
of business. The business fails, he
loses the capital investment and many
years of labor are gone. The greatest

contributing factor was that relax-

ation was placed in the wrong light

and all out of proportion to its im-
portance.

When his type of reasoning makes
sense to us we are entertaining a

dangerous attitude. Unless we want
to end up in religious bankruptcy, we
must cast our doubts aside, and try

a little harder. This may appear to be
difficult, but we have the greatest
backer of all, Jesus our Lord. Jesus
is our teacher and our Saviour, He
will not fail us in time of need.

Too often many of us find our-

selves in the position of the sentry,

who went to sleep on guard. We have
fought and worked hard, but we are

tired now. We have just got to get

away and relax a little. What harm
can come out of it? After all, wo
are just one of many. Our little con-

tribution to Gods work will not be

missed. We will let someone else
carry our load for awhile, then we will

pick it up again. Let me tell you,

there is an urgency about God's work
that will not and cannot be pvit off.

Every day counts and must be utilized

to the best of our ability. Paul fell

this urgency and consequently becam.e

the greatest missionary for Jesus and
His way of life in all history. We,
too, must have this feeling of urgen-

cy. We must work at promoting
Christianity with all the God-given
talents at our command. Regardless

of our position, we are setting an
example someone is going to follow.

This may be a fearful and terrifying

thought, but nevertheless it's true and
we must face it. Just as the sentry,

by sleeping at his post, not only en-

dangered his own life, but the lives

of the men in his outfit; we too en-

danger our lives and the lives of our
friends by relaxing our efforts to

glorify and enhance the work of

Jesus.

We are important to God's cause,

and we alone can fulfil our respon-

sibility. We cannot depend on our
friends. We must do it ourselves, for

we alone must answer for the results.

Jesus gave us the victory by suffering

on the cross, and the many Christians

down through the ages have suffered
and worked to insure this victoi'y

being handed down to us, not only
intact, but with added strength. Are
we willing to jeopardize this great
and worthy cause for the sake of a
little more time to rest, a little more
time for relaxation? I say no. To
tell you the truth, even if this busi-

ness of working for Jesus was a drab,

dull, unrewarding chore, I honestly
can't understand how anyone has the
nerve not to give Jesus a portion
of his time and talents after he ha.^

understood the principles and the
mission of Cliristianity. But let me
tell you this work is not drab. It has
all the color of a New Year Rose
Bowl game, and more. It is not dull.

It has all the thrilling excitement of

landing a giant sailfish, and more.

It is not unrewarding. The rewards
include happiness, the happiness of

participating i n a mighty crusade.

The rewards include the satisfaction

and pleasure of knowing you are
doing what is right, what is good,
and what is helpful and beneficial.

Its rewards include the quiet excite-

ment and the joyful experience of

working with Jesus, as a full partner,
in the greatest building project of

all time — that of building a lasting-

future in Heaven. A future so full

of joy and happiness that mere words
are inadequate to describe. These are
just a few of the rewards.

Still we see so many people stand-
ing on the sidelines missing out in

this glorious and satisfying work. U's
hard to understand, but it is an un-
deniable fact. One of the more fre-

quent reasons given, to me is that
they are unable to stand the alleged
hypocrisy in the churches. Now, I

am certainly not going to say that
we do not have any insincere people
in the church; it is quite likely that
we do, although I could not name
one. But be that as it may, this is

no reason for neglecting the church.
In our business world we meet and
deal with hypocrites every day, but
we give it very little thought, and we
certainly don't go out of business to
get away from them. We have them
in our civic organizations. However,
we don't withdraw our membership.
We tolerate them and proceed with
the aims of the organization. In our
garden clubs, we see them sitting on
the front row telling of their wonder-
ful gardens, when they actually
wouldn't know one end of a spade
from the other. But we continue our
membership, enjoying the satisfaction
of knowing our flowers were grown
by our own loving care. In all

our contacts in daily living we are
confronted with hypocrisy, but we are
able to endure it. I ask you then, why
is it such an intolerable thing in the
church, or is it just another excuse
for staying away ?

The insincere person will have to
answer for his own deception. It is

our duty to go ahead and keep God's
work going. It is a challenge to us to
live in such a manner that we will
be a living example of a good Christ-
ian. By doing this we have a good
chance of being the guiding light that
will lead the insincere person to true,

conscientious service. In doing this
we are fulfilling our duty to Jesus.
Truly, we cannot relax our efforts,

lor the work of our Lord Jesus must
prosper.
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THE WAY OF CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
Memory Selection: If we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have

fellowship, one with another. I John 1:7

Background Scripture: John 13:3—15:34, 35; I John 1: 2:1-7, TI John. Ill John

One can understand the opening verses of I John only if he knows the

strange doctrine, the heresy, which was being tnught by some teachers a few
years aftei' Jesus lived. These people were known as "Docetists" from the

Greek word "doceo" which means "to seem." These people taught that there

was no real Christ in the sense of an incarnation, and that Jesus and Christ

were two entirely different beings.

Devotional Reading: Philippians 2:1-11

They also called themselves "Gnos-
tics" which means "those who know"
—they claimed to have superior know-
ledge which other Christians did not

have. They laughed at the poor ig-

norant Christians who believed that

God had come in Jesus to reveal him-
self to men. They claimed that they

"walked in the light."

In refutation to this heresy John
says that the true followers of Jesus

Christ had "heard him," "seen him
with their own eyes," "looked upon
him," "their hands had handled him,"
and that they had had "fellowship

with him." Here is stated clearly and
convincingly the fact that Christ was
real, that He was in Jesus, that

through him they had fellowship with

God. And John was writing that his

friends might have fellowship with
him and his fellow-Christians, and al-

so fellowship with God the Father
and with his Son Jesus Christ. Only
thus could their "joy be full."

FELLOWSHIP WITH CHRIST AND
WITH ONE ANOTHER

One of the great words in Christ-

ianity is the word "fellowship." It

contains the heart of Christianity.

For Christianity i s essentially a.

fellowship with Christ, and fellowship

with one another. And this Christian

fellowship is a fellowship that trans-

cends all man-made barriers and dis-

tinctions. In Christ, Christians have
fellowship with one another, i-egard-

less of class or color or culture or

creed. The Christian Church is pri-

marily a fellowship, rather than an
organization. And one of the strange

and tragic facts of our modern world
is the fact that this fellowship in

Christ is broken in so many ways.

The members of the Church of Christ

need a sense of fellowship with every

Christian everywhere.

IF WE SAY WE HAVE
FELLOWSHIP WITH HIM. ...

"If we say that we have fellowship

with him, and walk in the darkness,

we lie, and do not say the truth. "John
uses an ugly word. But it is a needed
word. It is folly and untrue for a man
to say he has fellowship with God
whom he cannot see, if he refuses

fellowship with his fellowman whom
he can see. An extreme instance of

this is illustrated in the remark of -a

prominent writer on theological
questions, who said concerning
another theologian who disagreed

with him on minor points, "If that

man walked into a restaurant i n
which I was eating, I'd walk out."

There is a very real sense in which
a man who is cut off from the proper
Christian relationships is cut off from
God.

IF WE WALK IN THE LIGHT
One of the basic conditions for get-

ting more light, is to walk in the

light which we have. Many a man
gropes in darkness, or gri]>es about
the darkness, because he is not willing

to walk in the light he has. A man
must have the will to obey the truth

he knows if he is to have more truth.

In writing to his Philippian friends,

Paul says "Only whereunto ye have
already attained, let xis walk by the

same rule, let us mend the same
thing." Jesus said "he that doeth the

truth, cometh to the light."

IF WE SAY WE HAVE NO SIN

We are liars, not only if we say
that we are walking in the light ana
have fellowship with Christ, but we
are self-deceived and the truth is not

in us, if we say that we have no sin.

There are some folks who claim to be

SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON

AUGUST 12, 1956

By Rev. H. S. Hardcastle, D.D.

Pastor of Berea and Oakland

Congregational Christian

Churches, Chuckatuck, Va.

"holy and sanctified," who live above
sin. According to John they are
either deceived or dishonest. All have
sinned and come short of the glory

of God. To be sure there are those

who do not wilfully sin, who do not

make a practice of sinning deliber-

ately.. But there is none who does

not sin, and it is a brash man who
would dare make such an assertion.

Indeed, says John, "if we say that

we have not sinned, we make him
a liar, and his word is not in us,

for the word of God asserts man is

a sinner, and that Christ died to save
us from our sins.

IF WE CONFESS OUR SINS

Sin we do. Sinners we are. What
can we do about it? Ignore it, forget

it, make light of it, get away from it,

or get away with it, rationalize it,

deny it, get rid of it ourselves! Men
try all these, and other things in

trying to deal with sin. Ultimately

there is but one thing that a man can

do with his sin: confess it, admit
that he is a sinner, that he has

sinned against God and against man.
And if a man docs this, if he con-

fesses his sin, if in sincerity and in

hum.ility, he acknowledges his trans-

gressions and confesses his sin, God
will forgive him his sin, and cleanse

him from all unrighteousness. This
is the heart of the gospel, that God
was in Christ, reconciling the world
unto himself, and in Christ forgiving

us our sins.

FORGIVENESS, BUT
Yes God forgives sin if we confess

it. He is faithful and just or righteous

to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse

us from all unrighteousness. But it

is no easy thing—Christ on the Cross
is a revelation of what is involved

in forgiveness.

And forgiveness does not mean
that the penalty is always removed.
Even God himself cannot always take

away the penalty of sin. The man
who has wasted his powers in dis-

solute living can be forgiven, but
often he has to deal with a broken
and crippled mind. The broken re-

lationship can be restored, but not
always the broken body.

And forgiveness often involves and
demands restitution. We must make
amends as far as possible for our
sins against others. Certainly it in-

volves forgiving others. There is no
i'orsiveness for ourselves unless we
have the forgiving spirit.
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College Plans Continue To Develop
Million Dollar Campaign Scheduled For September

Churches Have No New Obligations
L. E. SMITH, PRESIDENT of pending opportunities and respon-

^ . At a meeting of the Board of sibilities.
, „

.^imnnrfin<r Trustees Thursday, July 19, 1956, it .

^h'^ campaign proposers to give the

OUppOnmg
definitely that a campaign ^^^izens of Alamance, Cxuilford and

^ ^ „ to raise one million dollars for Elon Orange counties an opportunity to ex-

fllir rnllrf^aP CoHege be launched in early fall. This "^''J^
^heir interest in Elon College

V/Ul VUliC^C
,3^paig^ to supplant or in any '^"^^ invitation to make their

way affect the campaign that is being contributions over the years for its

All members o f Congregational conducted in our local churches for support.

Christian churches in North Carolina part payment of the cost of Virginia The matter of selecting the fund

i.nd Virginia expect to support Elon Hall and Carolina Hall. All that the I'ai'^ing agency to lead the college and

College. That includes the editor of churches, as churches, will be asked its constituencies in this campaign

this paper. to do in connection with the new cam- =1"^ specific details of the contract

paign will be to declare their intention ^'^^ the company selected were re-

of raising their quota of the $300,000
^^^^^'^^^ to the Executive Committee

Graduates and former students ex- yoted by the Convention and approved action and implementation. In

pect to support Elon College. They conferences. The churches have ^^"^ effort the college faces a need,

have received great benefits from the
1^^^^.^ supplied with a copy of the The churches and all interested citi-

college, and they gratefully return Declaration of Purpose ready for ^'^^^ ^^^^ opportunity to render a

gifts so the new generation may have gionatures and other materials inci-
Sreat service to the homes and mem-

better than we had in our day. ^^^^^^ ^j^^ campaign. Let no minister berships of our church and other

or church member be distressed of
churches and the citizens of Alamance

Students and faculty have always
^j^j^ ^^^^^^ p^^^ ^1^,,

?nd surrounding counties,

supported the school. Faculty mem- ^QUege One million dollars is a lot of

bers have been exceedingly generous ' money, but it can be secured with

in the money gifts. It was the feeling of the Board of the right plans, the right organization

Trustees that the time had come and and the right approach. We must face

Some of the badly needed new the hour struck to really go all out in this undertaking with a realization of

buildings will be in use this year, behalf of the college in an effort to its need, confident in the undertak-

Others are on the way. It appears imderwrite its financial obligations ing and enthusiasm as we initiate the

now that our college will soon have with intentions, pledges and cash and offort. We shall need the co-operation,

dormitories and dining room in keep- to further make it secure in the face prayers and contributions of all.

ing with the other buildings on the — —
campus. That will please everyone. PAYMENTS ON CAROLINA HALL

North Carolina and Virginia Conference:

Endowments are needed for church Palm St. — Greensboro $ 80.00

colleges. State schools receive tax Zion $ 5.84

money. Church colleges look to church Bethel 202.00

people for endowments — money that Mt. Zion 331.00 Total Payments — Carolina Hall

will continually draw interest or earn Monticello 35.00

income for the benefit of the college. Pfafftown 25.00 $1,283.33

Buildings also cost money. The TOTAL $678.84
churches have been asked to give Eastern North Carolina Conferenre-
enough to pay for Carolina Hall and New Hope 54.49
Virginia Hall. Convention and Con- Wake Chapel ..$500.00

ference have said we would. But the Youngsville . 50.00
churches have not yet individually . .

made such a promise. It is sincerely TOTAL $604.49
hoped that all will do so. .

PAYMENTS ON VIRGINIA HALL
The new campaign will not reach, ^. .^.^ Conference:

says President Smith, those churches
Bethlehem 75 00

that have made their Declaration of
^^^^^^^ i:;::;::::::::;:::: is:02 Total Payments - Virginia Hall

Purpose to share in the building al- ^

ready erected. Now is the time for ^^^^^^ ^3 ^2 .^798 02
the churches to come to the aid of our

^^^^^^^ ^. Conference:
college. Make the declaration and pay

^^^^^^.^ «
^^^^

as you are able. That will be a real ,

^

,
.-^

1 -11 1, f 1 „v.^-,fi,, Johnsons Grove 205.00
help, and will be appreciated greatly.

F. C. L. TOTAL $705.00
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The Christian Orphanage
Dear Friends:

It was very refreshing and en-

lightening to attend a five-day con-
ference and workshop at the Univer-
sity of North Carolina along with
superintendents of child-caring in-

stitutions from fifteen states. This
being the twelfth such annual confer-

ence everything was well-planned, the
leaders and teachers were nationally
known and the pooling of experience
was inspiring.

Being the president of the North
Carolina Orphanage Conference gave
me enough insight, along with my
seven years of experience, to be able

to take in much that was given our.

I served as chairman of the nominat-
ing committee to plan the next year's
conference. Not only was a great deal

learned from the four hours of con-
ferences and classes beginning at 8:30
each morning, but quite a lot was
learned from conversations and
associations in the off-hours.

Acting President Friday welcomed

REPORT

School Of Missions

ELON COLLEGE, N. C.

JULY 10-13, 1956

Registrations

Eastern Virginia

Full time 39
Part time 8

47

North Carolina

Full time 32
Day Registrations 97

129

Valley of Virginia

Full time 10
Guests ._ 7

Total Full Time 81
Total Part Time 8

Day Registrations ._ 97
Guests - 7

TOTAL 193

Mrs. W. J. Andes, Registar

14

the superintendents to the conference.

The work was under the direction of

the Social Work School of the Univer-
sity, Dr. Arthur E. Fink, dean who
was with us in some of our sessions.

He and Mrs. Fink graciously gave us
an evening in their lovely home. Dr.
Alan Keith-Lucas, a full time pro-

fessor with broad experience actually
serving in child caring institutions,

a s well as in teaching prospective
case-workers, had charge of the con-
ference and led in some of the general
sessions as well as conducting the one
of the special workshops which I

attended.

A complete report of all the find-

ings are published each year and have

been in great demand. They are a

valuable source of information in this

country and abroad. The University

of North Carolina is regarded as an
authority in this field.

It was encouraging to learn that

so much being done here was up-to-

date, and that we were peculiarly

well situated to do an excellent job

in child care. Our entire church can
well be proud of the institution which
it maintains.

John G. Truitt,

Superintendent

REPORT FOR WEEKS OF JULY 25, 1956 AND JULY 31, 1956

SUNDAY SCHOOLS MONTHLY OFFERINGS

Eastern North CaroMna Conference

Amount brought forward $11,197.23

FayetteviJle $ 5.00

Mt. Auburn, S.S. 6.49

Sanford 140.00

Wake Chapel 91.71 $243.20

Eastern Virginia Conference

Antioch — Special 10.00

Bethlehem (Disp) 17.00

Bay View — Special 4.59

Franklin 17.00

New Lebanon, S.S. 37.08

Christian Temple 76.60

Little Creek 33.00

Portsmouth, Shelton, Mem 2.00 197.27

North Carolina and Virginia Conference

Asheville 100.00

Berea 25.00

Danville 52.00

Lynchburg 6.00

Mebane 5.00

Reidsville, S.S. : 69.00 257.00

Western North Carolina Conference
Smithwood 60.00 60.00

Virginia Valley Conference
Bethel, S.S. ... 4.00 4.00

Total $ 761.47

Grand Total 1... $11,958.70
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3n Jllemoriam
'Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord.''

MI.«S EMMA HART
We, the members of the Women's Fel-

lowship of the Congregational Christian
Church of Sanford, North Carolina, wish
to exnress our sincere appreciation for
the Christian character and faithful
service of our beloved member, Miss
Emma Hart, who was called to her
eternal home on April 8, 1956.

She was a charter member of our
church, and a devoted Christian. She
gave her time and talent to her Lord

through the church that she loved. She
was a teacher in the Sunday school, and
had served on various committees of

the church. At all times, until the day
she was called from our midst, she was
active in all phases of our church pro-

gram. Her friendly manner and her
radiant smile were magnetic and helped
to malce her a blessing to those whose
lives she touched.

Therefore, it ii

that we express
ith grateful hearts
r appreciation for

Special Offerings

Amount brou!3;ht forward — - $18,150.67

I awrence S. Holt Trust Fund - $150.00

J. M. Whitley, Suffolk, Va. 3.00

Mr. and Mrs. Ed Smith 5.00

Women's Christian Fellowship, Hendersonville Church - - 5.00

Mrs. Belle F. Robinson. Albany, N. Y. . 10.00

Greensboro Camp No. 26, Woodmen of the World
(for luggage) 73.00

Junior Baraca Class. Holy Neck Christian Church 5.60

Joyce Coggins' Class (for camp trip) 15.00

H. O. Byrd, Suffolk, Va. 10.00

Mt. Pleasant Miss. Soc, Frazeyburg, Ohio 5.00

Ladies' Bible Class, Henderson Church 25.00

Service Build Circle, Palm St. Church, Greensboro, N. C. 5.00

New Hope Christian Church, Roanoke, Alabama 5.00

Mr. Joe P. Barbour, Burlington, N. C. — in honor of

Mrs. C. M. Walters, Burlington, N. C. .... 10.00

Pleasant Cross Miss. Soc, Western N. C. Conf. 10.00

Mrs. Pauline J. Phillips, Newnan, Ga. 40.00

In Memory of Rev. Joseph W. Fix 5.00

In Memory of Rev. Joseph W. Fix 5.00

In Memory of Rev. Joseph W. Fix .... 5.00

In Memory of Rev. Joseph W. Fix 5.00

In Memory of Rev. Joseph W. Fix 5.00

In Memory of Rev. Joseph W. Fix 5.00

In Memory of Rev. Joseph W. Fix 3.00

In Memory of W. J. Ballentine 8.00

In Memory of W. J. Ballentine 5.00

In Memory of W. J. Ballentine 10.00

In Memory of W. J. Ballentine 10.00

In Memory of W. J. Ballentine 3.00

In Memory of W. J. Ballentine 3.00

In Memory of W. J. Ballentine 7.50

In Memoiy of Mrs. W. A. Maynard 7.50

In Memory of C. V. Heritage 5.00

In Memory of A. E. Wyrick 10.00

In Memory of A.. E. Wyrick 10.00

In Memoiy of Dr. Stanley C. Harrell 10.00

In Memory of W. J. Ballentine 5.00

In Memory of G. E. Moore 3.00

In Memory of Mrs. J. D. Frost 5.00

In Memory of W. J. Ballentine 25.00

In Memory of W. J. Ballentine 10.00

In Memory of Rev. Joseph W. Fix 21.00

Special Gifts 360.85

Total .$ 928.45
Grand Total $19,079.12
Total for the Two Weeks $ 1,689.92

[Total for the Year $31,037.82
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having known her, and for having shared
the virtues exemplified in her life,

through the following resolutions:
1. We bow in prayerful thanks for the

life of this our member and for the
wonderful example of the Christian life
which we have been privileged to know.

2. We know that while, in the passing
of our beloved teacher and leader, our
church has lost one of the best members,
that our loss is heaven's gain.

3. We remember always the hi'.rh

Christian standards of service, Icindness
and unselfishness which were exempli-
fied in her daily living.

4. We recommend that a conv of these
resolutions be sent to THE CHRISTIAN
SUN, a copy sent to her family, and
copies be recorded in the records of our
church and of the Women's Fellowship.

Committee
Mrs. Joe Watson
Mrs. A. M. Gunter
Mrs. George Griffin

BYRD
We, the members of the Woman's Fel-

lowship of Liberty Spring Christian
Church, wish to express our respect for,
and appreciation of, the devo'^ed life of
Mrs. Annie Jackson Rawles Byrd, who
passed away June 26, 1956. At her pass-
ing the Fellowship lost a faithful and
devoted member. She was treasurer of
the society for more than twenty-five
years. The life she lived will always be
an inspiration to those who knew and
loved her.

Therefore, be it resolved

:

1. That, while we mourn the loss of
one who has meant so much to us and
others, we bow in humble submission to
God's will. We shall long remember the
high Christian standards and ideals of
service which she exhibited in her daily
life.

2. That we extend our deepest sym-
pathy to her family who ministered to
her so faithfully during her illness, and
commend them to our Heavenly Father
who said, "Let not your heart be
troubled."

3. That a copy of these resolutions be
sent to the faniilv. a com- to THE
CHRISTIAN SUN 'for puhli-al i..n, and
a copy be placed in the minutes of the
Woman's Fellowship.

Mrs. N. H. Bradshaw, Sr.
Mrs. J. H. Barnes
Mrs. Evelyne Arnold

Connnittee

CARR
God, in His wisclom, saw fit to call one

of the beloxed niemhers of Mt. Carmel
Christian Church, Luther "Fate" Carr,
on April 29, 1956. Therefore, be it
resolved :

1. That we bow in humble sul)missii)n
to the will of our heaveidy I'"athei-, wlio
doeth all things well.

2. That we extend our deepest sym-
pathy to his loved ones.

3. That a copy of the resolutions be
sent to the family, a cony be sent to
THE CHRISTIAN SUN for publication,
and a copy entered on our church
records.

Miss Louise Rose
Mrs. Loyd Bradshaw
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BREAKING GROUND FOR NEW PARSONAGE

On June 3 Rev. R. T. Grissom and his people at Holy

Neck, Holland, Virginia, broke ground for a new parson-

age. An acre of land was given by Mr. C. T. Parker and

family, and the church is erecting an eight room house

with car port. It is expected that the building will be

completed about the last of October.

Organ of the Southern Con-
;ntion of Congregational
iristian Churches.
Editorial and Publication
fices at Asheboro, North
irolina.



Here And There Among The Churches
MOVING TO VIRGINIA

Antioch and Mt. Carmel churches
near Walters, Virginia, iiave waited
a long while for a new minister, but
on September 1, the Rev. G. C.

Crutchfield will begin work with
them.

Mr. Crutchfield and his wife are

moving from Elon College, and the

pastorate of Bethlehem church near

Altamahaw. He has served the Beth-

lehem people two different times, a

total of fifteen years and eight

months.

The new church at Bethlehem was
completed under his leadership. When
he went there in 1950 the building

was in what he calls the "framed in

stage." Now it is said to be one of

the most beautiful and commodious
of our churches in this area, and is

valued at $100,000. Last year's report

indicated that this fine rural church

of 375 members gave $842.00 to mis-

sions and benevolences, and raised a

total of $10,089.00, half of which went
to pay for the building.

Bethlehem appears to be ready for

increased effectiveness and growth
under the leadership of a full-time

minister.

Mr. and Mrs. Crutchfield will live

in the comparatively new parsonage
at Walters, Virginia. They are going

to serve two fine, rural churches as

they take a new venture under this

new leadership.

AT PLEASANT RIDGE (R) Rev.

John R. Lackey is to preach in a

revival beginning August 26. Mr.

Lackey is pastor of our United church

in Winston-Salem where he has served

some two years. Before that he was
pastor at Apple's Chapel. Rev. Max
Vestal is pastor of Pleasant Ridge.

He suggests that his people can help

the revival by cooperation, visiting

and inviting unchurched people, at-

tinding all services, sharing in the

services, and by trusting God to send

a revival.

THE BUDGET for our church at

Elon College, amounting to $15,300.00

has been prepared by a finance com-

mittee and presented to the church

for adoption. September 16 is the date

recommended for the Every Member
Canvass. A good budget presented in

a fine way in time for proper con-

sideration gives the church a chance

to succeed.

A FAMILY VACATION
MISSION SCHOOL

Our church at Haw River is joining

with the Methodist in a study of the

mission of the Church in our world
today. They call it a Family Vacation
Mission School because there are

classes for all the family above six

years of age.

Primaries, juniors and adults meet
in the Christian church. Mrs. Charle.s

Koch will lead the primaries in a

study of Indian-Americans, and a

leader from the Methodist church will

direct the study of the juniors on the

same subject.

Young people meet at the Methodist

church and will use as their theme:
"Through the Eyes of the Cross."

Adults study "Missions U. S. A." and
Vi^ill be led by Rev. Henry V. Harmon,
pastor of our Haw River church.

Those who attend all sessions and
read the study book for adults will

receive a standard leadership certi-

ficate.

The school is scheduled for August
14, 15, and 16 from seven until eight

fifty o'clock each evening.

Anyone wishing to attend is invited.

AT SPOONS CHAPEL a revival

begins August 19 with the Rev. Fred
Allred as preacher to help the pastor,

Rev. Max Vestal. Mr. Allred is pastor

of Mt. Bethel, New Lebanon and Kal-

lam's Grove churches. He entered the

ministry from Pleasant Ridge church.

THE WAY ONE CHURCH DiD IT

In cooperation with the suggestion
of our Convention Secretary of Stew-
ardship, Center Church, South Bos-
ton, observed Tither's Sunday. Cards
for enrollment as a tither were avail-

able. By the end of the month twenty
two cards were signed, which is 21%
of our church membership. This in-

cludes some young people who tithe

their allowance or money they make
at part-time jobs. All signers are mem-
bers of Center church. Several dea-
cons who tithe talked to others and,
aside from the general invitation, the
work was done privately and without
fanfare.

GOOD REPORTS come concerning
the summer-time work of Rev. and
Mrs. J. L. Neese at Bethlehem, Con-
cord, Wissler's Chapel, and Wood's
Chapel churches in the Valley of Vir-

ginia Conference. Mr. Neese is a mem-
ber of the North Carolina and Vir-

'

ginia Conference. For health reasons
they spend the winters in Florida.

This summer they have parked their

trailer at Bethlehem, and, according
to Superintendent Scott, are doing
a "wonderful job."

MOVED -- Rev. and Mrs. Harvey
L. C. Carnes have recently moved from
Franklin, Virginia to Chapel Hill,

North Carolina. Rev. Mr. Carnes
succeeds the Rev. Richard L. Jackson
as pastor of our church in the univer-
sity city.
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Letters To The Editor
Dear Dr. Lester:

On the Children's Page I would like

stories written by other children.

Sincerely,

Mary Olive Johnson

Note: So would your editor. Who
will send t he first story ?

Before school starts is a good
time to write those interesting

things that have filled your

minds during the summer
vacation.

Editor

CAMPING AT MOONELON
I had a good time camping at

Moonelon.
One of the things I liked best was

vespers. W e had a very attractive

place to worship. The benches were

made of a long log mounted in notches

on two short logs. We had a very

attractive stone altar. Last summer
some young people came for a week
e.nd worked on the worship area.

After we crossed the dam we were
supposed to be perfectly quite.

Some of the other things I liked

best were crafts, swimming, and stunt

night.

I attended Junior Camp, June 24-27.

My home church is Wake Chapel
Congregational Christian Church.

Mary Olive Johnson
R. F. D. 1, Box 201,

Varina, N. C.

Note: That prize of five dollars is

awaiting the best report on
camping at Moonelon this

summer. Better hurry your
paper to me, or you might
lose the money.

Editor.

The last two or three weeks have
been rather busy. Pauline and I have
just returned from the Social Action
Institute in Framingham, Mass.,
otherwise, I would have written you
earlier.

As a faithful subscriber to "THE
CHRISTIAN SUN" I can say the Con-
vention has been most fortunate in

its choice of editors in recent years
and I am delighted that once again
you have taken up "That old rusty

pen" and expect to share with us your
wisdom and experience.

The new format is especially at-

tractive and I know the future issues

will offer many worthwhile articles.

Most cordially yours,

Arnold Slater

Chattanooga, Tenn.

Congratulations on THE SUN'S
new set up. Readable, memorable, well

presented. We might miss the old for-

mat, the way one misses his child in

baby clothes. Change may bring some
sadness, but growth, too.

Since coming to Ohio we realize

even more how much THE SUN,
coming frequently and regularly,

means to the local church and the

individual member. There could be no
Southern Convention without THE
SUN. And we will always welcome it

to our home the way we would one

of you folks from the Southern
Convention.

Dorothy Jackson
42 West Harding Road,
Springfield, Ohio

Missions Board

To Meet
The Mission Board of the Southern

Convention is called to meet a t

Moonelon at two o'clock Tuesday,
September 18. The session will close

the next day at noon.

This board deals with all the mis-

sion work done by the churches of the

convention. It makes grants to

churches in the area for ministerial

salaries, for buildings, or for other

needed aid. It receives and passes on

to the proper board in New York
money for aged ministers and widows
of ministers, and recommends pay-

ments to these servants of the church.

It now is trying to complete the pay-

ments to the Building Society for the

Church Building Loan Fund. It re-

ceives and passes to the American
Board money for work in countries

other than the United States.

One of the major tasks of the Mis-
sion Board is to educate our people

in missions, and to stimulate giving
for missions.

Members of the board serving until

the convention in 1958 are Mrs.
Harry Nelson, Rev. Mark Andes, Rev.
H. E. Robinson, Rev. R. T. Grissom,
Rev. Carl E. Wallace, Rey. H. L.

Carnes, and Mrs. Robert F. Watson.
Those who are to serve until 1960

are Mrs. John G. Truitt, Mrs. W. E.
Wisseman (Chairman), Rev. J. H.
Lightbourne, Jr., Rev. J. Everette
Neese, Rev. Gaylord B. Noice, Rev.
Fred C. Allred, and Mr. Rex Powell.

The Woman's Board is represented
by Mrs. F. C. Lester, and Superinten-
dent W. T. Scott is the board's ex-

ecutive secretary.

Committees of the board are:
Executive: Mrs. W. E. Wisseman,

Chairman, Carl Wallace, H. E. Robin-
son, J. H. Lightbourne, Jr., Mrs. F. C.

Lester, and Rex Powell.

Finance: J. H. Lightbourne, Jr.,

Chairman, J. Everette Neese, and R.
T. Grissom.

Missionary Education and Projects:
H. E. Robinson, Chairman, Mrs. F. C.

Lester, Gaylord Noice, and Fred Reg-
ister, ex officio.

Ministerial Relief: Rex Powell,
Chairman, H. L. Carnes, and W. T.
Scott.

Those who have matters to present
to the Mission Board should communi-
cate with Supt. Scott soon so the
matters can be placed on the agenda
lor the meeting in September.

DATES TO REMEMBER
September 18-19 — Mission Board Meeting — Moonelon

Fall Conferences:

October 29-30 — Virginia Valley Central Conference, Linville, Va.

Mr'. Clarence A. Phillips, President.

October 31-November 1 — Eastern Virginia Conference, Suffolk,

Va., Mr. M. B. Williams, President.

November 6 — Eastern North Carolina Conference, Christian Light,

near Fuquay Springs, N. C, Rev. Carl Wallace, Pres.

November 7 — Western North Carolina Conference, Hanks Chapel,

near Pittsboro, N. C, Rev. L. M. Presnell, President.

November 8 — North Carolina & Virginia Conference, Hines
Chapel, near McLeansville, N. C, Dr. H. E. Robinson,
President.

August 14, 1956 3



EDITORIALS

Revivals And Evangelism
August is the time for revivals in many of our

churches. It is dated from year to year so the

whole community, and friends who live at a

distance, can plan to be present for the annual

revival.

It is a religious occasion, but it is more than

that. It is a time for old friends to come home
again, for the community to rest a bit from the

rush of farm work, and for neighbors to spend

time in friendly talk. Looking back across the

years to those annual revivals one remembers the

long tables under the trees — tables loaded with

fried chicken, vegetables of many varieties fresh

from the farm, pies and cakes, and more fried

chicken. It was the time to eat, to talk, to think,

and mayhap to pray. Young people found time

to court. Remember? Sitting in the buggy during

the intermission, or walking home in the moon-
light! Somebody reading this will doubtless re-

member, and perhaps wish for "the good old

days."

But an editor should not forget his subject and
wander off into the twilight of all-but-forgotten

things. Before returning, let it also be remem-
bered that religion and love are closely related,

and that although marriages may not be made in

heaven those that are planned in church have
heavenly qualities of beauty, sincerity, and dura-

bility.

Revival meetings haven't rated too high re-

cently in the minds of many religious people.

Preachers are said to have been too sentimiental,

dogmatic, shallow, in their presentation of the

Gospel. All too often the same people made
profession of faith year after year. Social life

played too large a part in the week of meetings.

And so the criticisms go.

But when all the critics have died, the re-

vivals will doubtless be doing their good work.
Revival really means that something is revived.

The fainting spirit is refreshed. The growing life

is aided to come to full flower and fruitage. The
flickering torch blazes with new radiance.

The critics have expected the word to mean
something it does not. Evangelism is not neces-

sarily revival and vice versa. Reaching out to

bring in the unconverted is not necessarily part

of the revival, but an effort to do this evangelistic

work will most likely revive those who try it.

Hence, a stated time for personal evangelism may
bring a revival. And a revival that does not have
in it evangelism is not likely to revive. God gives

his grace and power, peace and joy to those who
are busy doing his work. They are not favors :

to be passed out simply because someone may
wish them. Rewards come to workers. Strength
is given to those who need it because they are

endeavoring to do more than they can alone.

So, it would seem, plans for evangelism
should be made by all the churches with the

expectation that in the process of preparing church

people to do specific work for the Master they

will find themselves being renewed day by day.

Then all the other things that go with the revival

fall into proper place, and have their values.

Many of our churches that have been very

careful to hold the annual revival have not grown i

in membership for many years. This could be i

because the community is completely churched, ?

the community is not growing, or that plans are

not made to reach the unreached. This writer is

firmly convinced that the latter is often the reason

the church does not grow in membership. Even
the old-time Gospel sermons cannot reach those

who are on the highways, tilling the farms, or are

busy in the market-place. The church needs to

find ways to reach those who have not yet come
into the fellowship, who do not go to church

meetings, who shy away from revival meetings
and announced efforts for their conversion.

After The Revival - - What ? ?

Avoid the let-down that often follows the

revival. Service in the valley follows the trans-

figuration on the mountain. It did for Jesus; see

that it does for you.

Harness the renewed energy and loyalty, and
put it to work for the church. Find more things

for more people to do.

Expect new-born Christians to be babies, not

adults. Give them love, assurance, instruction.

and opportunities. A Bible, THE CHRISTIAN SUN,

devotional booklets, other such gifts will strength-

en them through the years.

Boost church attendance. Keep people wor-

shiping together. Expect them — invite them —
to share in all phases of the church activities. Visit

them. Speak favorably of the church, the mem-
bers, the minister, the Master.

The Christian Sun



PILLARS OF THE HOME
5. LIGHT

Henry E. Robinson

Many centuries ago the Old Testament says that God led the children of

Israel by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. On the road to

Damascus Paul saw a light and heard a voice. Jesus in the Sermon on the

Mount said: "Ye are the light of the world. Lret your light so shine before

men that they may see your good works and glorify your Father who is in

Heaven." In short, light has from olden time been a symbol of God's leading

and man's witness to His truth.

I am suggesting that no finer use
could be made of this ancient symbol
than to let it stand as a pillar of the

home. Oil for our lamps is supplied

out of the richness of Christian family
experience. As we work together,

sacrifice together, forebear on
another in love, the spark is kindled

that grows into a flame for all to

see.

CHILDREN SHINE

We hear much of juvenile delin-

quency and the failures that our
children make. A study was conducted
recently not about the failures o f

children but rather about their suc-

cesses. And it was discovered that the

children who were doing the best

work and making the best adjust-

ments to life not necessarily the

wealthiest, or those coming from the

most cultured homes, but rather those

whose families did things together —
worked together, played together,

counselled together, and prayed to-

gether. Already the children from
these homes were lights in the world,

as they were doing work and taking
their places of responsibility.

I think we should never underesti-

mate the power of example. It is one
of the forces that molds the present
and shapes the future. To the homes
of today we may sing the words of

that glorious anthem, "Send out thy
light and thy truth, let them lead

me." For the light that shines in

your home today will shine for years
to come in the influence of those who
go forth from your hearthside to meet
the issues of a new day.

THE POWER OF LIGHT

A parable is told of a certain king
who wished to choose his successor
and devised a plan whereby each of

three candidates was given an equal

August 14, 1956

amount of money and told to purchase

as much bulk as possible with which

to fill a huge storehouse. The first

bought a load of straw and placed
it loosely in the storehouse until it

made a huge pile. The second bought
dandelion seeds and piled them in a
large portion of the room in a mound
larger than the straw. The third and
successful candidate waited until it

was night and simply brought into

the storehouse a lighted lamp whose
rays scattered the darkness and filled

every portion of the hall with light.

Those of us who have been in a

difficult situation and have known
the power and influence of a great
personality that has come to scatter

our night and to bring light and hope
to a confused situation can appreciate

the truth of the parable.

Not long ago I was on a plane
which made a large part of the jour-

ney at night. We ran into a heavy

rain storm in which the visibility was
reduced to zero. It is a strange feeling

to be winging one's way through the

night and not be able to see anything.

With the skill of the pilot and the

help of modern signal devices w e

came down through the fog. To pick

up the yellow and blue lights which
lined the runway produced a wonder-
ful feeling. In such a situation one
always offers a little prayer for the

keeper of the lights.

This is but a modern version of the

old hymn: "Lret the lower light be

burning, send a gleam across the
wave, some poor fainting, struggling,

seaman you may rescue, you may
save." I guess since time immemorial
the light in the window has been o

symbol of those who watched and
prayed for the safe return of those

seeking refuge from the storm. It

has also been the symbol of hope
that ever burns in the hearts o f

parents looking and longing for the

return of a wayward son or daughter.

The light of the home must never

go out. Even though our own loved

ones may not find the way back. Who
knows but that some other wanderer
may be thankful for its guiding rays.

Yes, light is an appropriate symbol
for the deep concern, the needed
guidance, and the Christian witness

for which the home stands. It is a
pillar of family life along with love,

labor, loyalty, and long suffering. The
home that is supported by these
pillars shall surely stand against the

storms.

BEATTITUDES FOR A HOUSEWIFE

Blessed is she whose daily tasks are a labor of love,

for she translates duty into privilege.

Blessed is she who mends socks and toys and broken hearts,

for her understanding is a balm to humanity.

Blessed is she who serves laughter and smiles at every meal,

for she shall be blessed with goodness.

Blessed is she who preserves the serenity of the home,
for hers is a sacred trust that crowns her with dignity.

Anon.
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Bridgewater

Ashram
Wake Forest, N. C. W. R. CuUom
The word Ashram is a Hindoo word

and was introduced into America
some years ago by Dr. E. Stanley

Jones, one of the most outstanding

missionaries of this generation. The
word means "from work", and has

reference to the withdrawal of a given

group from their regular routine for

a season to give special attention to

the inner life. The Hindoos are prob-

ably among the most religious people

in the world. The Ashram as conduct-

ed by Dr. Jones is not only religious,

but it is most distinctively Christian,

and it seems to me that it would

be almost impossible to attend one

of them without being greatly and

richly reinforced in one's Christian

thinking, in his deeper emotions, and

in his purposes in and for Christian

living. There were about 150 of us

gathered at Bridgewater, Virginia,

July 7-14 of this good year of our

Lord, 1956. Our meetings were held

in one of the lovely college buildings

at Bridgewater — the College of the

Brethren located at that place. This

college is quite similar in size and

in character to our Guilford College

near Greensboro, N. C. The Ashram
of this year was the sixth annual

session of it to be held at Bridgewater

t.nd my understanding is that a simi-

lar one is to be held there in early

July, 1957. Dr. Jones had eight col-

leagues to assist him in conducting

the Ashram of this year. The rising

bell calls one to get up at 6:15 in

the morning and from that moment
until 10:00 at night one is at atten-

tion. I don't mean that he is kept

on a strain all that time. An im-

portant factor in the day's life is

the "quiet time", and good time is

given for recreation, but the whole
day is given over to attending to

and cultivating one's inner soul. It

was my privilege to attend one of

the first Ashrams to be held in this

country. This was at Blue Ridge, N. C.

about fifteen years ago. From that

day to this it has been my desire

to attend another. This privilege was
made possible for me this year by one
of my former parishioners, Mrs. I. T.

Valentine of Nashville, N. C. I don't

believe it would be possible to find

as much relaxation, as much rest,

and as much reinforcement for one's

life in any place as one will find

in one of Dr. Jones' Ashrams. If I

may be allowed to offer a word of

CC And E And R Youth Plan Union

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF PILGRIM FELLOWSHIP VOTES
TO JOIN WITH E AND R YOUTH FELLOWSHIP IN 1958

A unanimous vote to "proceed with
plans and deliberations" to units with
the Youth Fellowship of the Evangel-
ical and Reformed Church was given

by delegates to the Tenth National

Council of Pilgrim Fellowship, youth
organization of the Congregational
Christian Churches, at its June 28 to

July 5 meeting at Doane College,

Crete, Nebraska.
Early in the conference, at the first

plenary session, John O. Faulstich,

spokesman for the five fraternal dele-

gates representing the Youth Fellow-

ship of the Evangelical and Reformed
Church, outlined the similarities of

the two youth organizations and ex-

]3lained that, organizationally, both
groups are built on the three-commis-
sion basis: faith, action, and fellow-

ship. Amid a round of applause, Faul-

stich declared, "The spirit of the two
groups is identical. We are moving
forward together!"

Independent in their legislation, the

young people registered their opinion

even more definitely than did their

elders when the General Council of

Ihe CC Churches last June voted by a
large majority to form the United
Church of Christ.

The resolution of the Pilgrim Fel-

lowship provides for the actual union
of the two youth groups, the Pilgrim
Fellowship and the Youth Fellowship,

at the next biennial council in 1958.

The two groups plan to meet at the

same place on the same date.

In overwhelming enthusiasm at the
passing of the resolution, the confer-

ence delegates, seated at 18 tables,

and the others who filled the bleachers
and balcony of Butler Gym, rose and
sang "Blessed Be the Tie That Binds."

Other action taken at the council

meeting concerned the E and R Youth
Magazine in whose interest the E and
R fraternal delegates presented a skit.

A. resolution passed unanimously that
the Pilgrim Fellowship recommend
the magazine strongly and appoint
two members of the Pilgrim Fellow-

cxhortion to my friends, it would be
this: begin now to plan to attend
the Bridgewater Ashram in July,

1957.

P. S. It is a source of joy to me
to learn that Dr. Jones is to be in

Charlotte, N. C. for a week's preach-
ing the first week in next December.

W. R. C.

ship to serve on the magazine's ad-

visory board, at the invitation of

Youth.
The . news of the resolution approv-

ing the merger of the two youth
groups is being sent to the fourth

biennial session of the National Youth
Council of the E and R Church, meet-
ing at Catawba College, Salisbury,

North Carolina, August 19-25. It is

expected that the National Youth
Council will pass a similar resolution.

A Sword And
Peace

Gaylord B. Noyce

"Not to bring peace but a sword"
said Jesus on one occasion of his

ministry. He spoke in the tradition

of the prophets, of Amos and Jere-

miah. For God's word first of all

judges our idols of esteem a n d
accomplishment; it judges our whole
social fabric by placing it alongside

the Kingdom of God. Jesus is the

Great Disturber.

Yet the Christ of John's Gospel
says "My peace I give to you." He
adds: "Not as the world gives do
I give to you." This peace then is

not as simple peace of adjustment to

the status quo, not just peace of mind,
for there is too much to be troubled

over. This peace is that of Isaiah

who must speak disturbingly to his

people, but who has beneath his dis-

satisfaction the resignation of his

call — "Here am I, send me." It is

that of the teacher or parent who
must help the growth that is nec-

essary to the child but who can let

him grow in his own God-given way
and is not driven by an anxious com-
pulsion to make him over according
to some preconceived image. It is a

trusting in God's grace.

It is the concluding clause of Geth-
samane's agonizing prayer, "Never-
theless, not my will but thine." It

is the wisdom of that simple prayer:
"Lord, grant us courage to change
what can be changed, patience to bear
what cannot be, and the wisdom to

know the difference. "In faithfulness

to the will of God we need always
awareness of both the sword of judge-

ment, and the peace (not as the world
gives) of God's grace.

6 The Christian Sun



SHELDON SUCCEEDS WAHLBERG Churchmen To Meet In Cleveland

Lynn Sheldon, formerly of Spring

Valley, Minnesota, and now living in

Lake Wales, Florida, was elected at

Omaha, Nebraska, to succeed Harold

Wahlberg of Santa Ana, California,

£iS the National Chairman of the Lay-

men's Fellowship

Lynn is no newcomer to the work

of t he Congregational Christian

Churches in general or the Laymen's

Fellowship in particular.

Lynn has served as the President
of the Minnesota State Laymen's Fel-

lowship, has been moderator of his

association and state conference.

The new chairman was a member
of the three man committee that se-

lected the present National Director
in 1946. He has also been on the
National Committee since 1946, is a
member of the Class of 1960, also

Board of Directors for 1956-58.

Lynn earns his living by selling

insurance, being a representative of

the State Farm Mutual Insurance
Company.

Pleasant Ridge

Laymen
The Liyraen's Followshin of the

Pheasant Rids^e church, near Ramseur,
North Carolin-i, met for its regnlnr

monthly mcetins? on July 23. In spito

of the hot weather and a thunder
storm, we had a wonderful meeting.

The pror;ram wns a travelo'^ m
mlnr. Hr. D. W. Ho^t, a laymen in the

Methodist church in Asheboro. w;':;

the gn^st sneaker. He told about an^l

Fhowed pictures of his recent trip to

Alaskn. The ladies of the church wore
invited to share the evening with u;;.

This program was one of insDu-
8tion, information, and entertammenL
If other churches near Asheboro
would arrange for this presentation
by Mr. Holt, a good time would be had
by all.

S. H. Pell, Reporter

August 14, 1956

NATIONAL LAYMEN'S CONVENTION TO BRING TOGETHER
DELEGATES FROM MORE THAN 30 DENOMINATIONS

In the first national convention of

its kind, thousands of American men
will gather in Cleveland, Ohio, Sep-

tember 14 to 16, to proclaim their

faith in God and dedicate themselves
to Christian living.

Coming from all points in the

United States, representing all walks
of life and upward of 30 different de-

nominations, these "men in the pews"
as well as in the pulpit will be dele-

gates to the first National Convention
of Christian Men, convened by United
Church Men, a unit of the National
Council of Churches.

Rev. Billy Graham, Dr. Norman
Vincent Peale, Mayor Roe H. Bartle,

of Kansas City, and Congressman
Walter Judd are scheduled to address
the convention. The program will

also include a fellowship breakfast,

workshops and discussion groups, and
luncheon with Ohio civic leaders.

Convention Chairman J. Clinton

Hawkins, of St. Louis, business leader

and national UCM chairman, said that

primary emphasis will be on the im-

portance of the layman's role in the

nation's religious life.

"Outstanding advances and changes
have usually been made by laymen,

but in today's rapidly moving society

too many men have lost touch with

the real life of the church," he de-

clared. "Their group interests have
drifted into secular channels.

"Now the church is attempting to

recapture their interests and loyalties.

Study groups and projects have
shown men a new 'life of the church'

and pointed the way for their parti-

cipation."

The Churchmen's Brotherhood of

the Evangelical and Reformed Church
is giving the convention full support.

Registration forms are available from
the Brotherhood office in St. Louis or

from United Church Men, 257 Fourth
Avenue, New York 10, New York.

Our church in Hopewell, Virginia, has recently added the modern

Sunday school rooms shown above at a cost of more than $17,000. Members

did much of the work themselves. Rev. James W. Madren is the pastor.
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Enrolled

Tithers
Tithers' Sunday was observed on

or near June 17, 1956 in a number
of our churches. Other churches are

planning for such an emphasis in the

fall.

The results from the churches that

had an "Enlistment of Tithers'" were
most encouraging. We are publishing

the names of the churches that have

5% or more of their members as com-
mitted tithers.

Church %IVIembers Number
Elon College 13% 45
Lakeview, Burlington 11% 6
Lynchburg* 100% 6

Henderson 10.5% 42

Liberty (WNC) 5% 6

South Boston 21% 22

Randleman 40.5% 39
Haw River 7% 12

Others — S

186

*Titliing pre-requisite to membership

The goal of 1,745 committed tithers

by May, 1958 is an attainable one.

We have only commenced to begin —
but — we have more tithers enlisted

August Check List

For Your Every

Member Canvass
1. All necessary committees should

be appointed and at least have a

date set for their first meeting.

2. The exact date for your Every
Member Canvass should be set.

3. Materials should be ordered from
the Missions Council, 287 Fourth
Avenue, New York, 10, N. Y.

4. The tentative budget should be in

the early stages of preparation.

5. The purpose and mailing date of

all letters should be decided.

6. The amount of, and date for train-

ing of canvassers should be plan-

ned.

7. Responsible Committee should plan
to attend nearest Canvass Clinic.

8. Sufficient offering envelopes for

the new fiscal year should be on
hand.

than any other State Conference in

our fellowship except Illinois (with

210). Dr. Stanbery J. Nichols, Ex-
ecutive Secretary of the Fellowship
of Tithers among Congregational
Christian folk, informs us that our
effort is the best since Pennsylvania
had a similar program several years

ago. Dr. Nichols has promised his

wholehearted cooperation and inter-

est.

Please notify the Chairman of your
Conference Stewardship Committee or

Fred P. Register, Elon College, N. C.

of the number of tithers enlisted and
the percent of members tithing. THE
SUN will carry a report as inform-
ation is available.

Is The Work Of

Christ Important?

Fred P. Register

Is preaching the Gospel, teaching

youth about Christ and ministering to

all other human needs in His name,
important? Certainly, we say. Do we
demonstrate it by giving it top

priority ?

Every church can do more work for

Christ if its members plan wisely in

advance. Many opportunities for ef-

fective witnessing for Christ pass us

all by, because we are not prepared.

Why? Most often because we did not

plan in advance.

A church budget is an outline of the

activities that particular church plans

to carry out in the coming year, with
?n estimation of the cost of each.

It enagles each member to see what
his church plans to do, and what
resources are needed. No church, re-

gardless of size or location, can
really honestly face its Godgiven
opportunities without a budget. The
presence and size of a church budget
reflect the dedication of the people.

If the work of Christ is most im-

portant, then we must plan ahead for

it.

If it is essential that the church
plan ahead, it is equally necessary
that the individual Christian do like-

wise. The Church o f Jesus Christ
should be at the top of all our plans
— financially, time — talent. If we

Christian

Tithing
|

WARREN H. DENISON

There is an increasing emphasis on
tithing, and rightly so, for it has
been under emphasized. From various

sources it appears to be stressed as

8 "money-raising" method. Of course

if most of our people would tithe

there would be no lack of funds to

meet the needs for Christian work;
but to me that is not at all the pur-

pose of the tithe, and as teachers of

Christian Stewardship, if I am cor-

rect, we shall need to watch the em-
phasis carefully or it may become a

legalistic, financial matter. My under-

standing is that the tithe was estab-

lished from the very beginning for

a far more noble purpose than raising

money, important as that is. Through
the tithe idea, God was asserting his

sovereignty and ownership over all

possessions, and by tithing man ac-
[

knowledged that ownership and sover-

eignty, and thus tithing was a prin-

ciple, a law from the beginning, not

something for some period of time,

some particular nation, some class,

group or financial condition. It was
not an Old Testiment vs. New Testa-

ment matter. It was the same as set-

ting aside one day out of seven as

sacred and holy, thus acknowledging
God's sovereignty over our time. Tith-

j

ing and the Sabbath were neither
!

Mosaic nor Jewish only. They were
for their ancestors, for them, for us,

and those coming after us. In the

material world Newton, Edison, Or-

ville Wright and others did not

originate the laws of gravity, electric-

ity and airplane. They were from the

beginning. These merely formulated
the laws. Just so, my understanding
is that tithing is a spiritual law, like

the natural laws above and under i

which you and I must live, work and«
teach, are eternal laws and not forW
a time or a particular nation. Thus f

tithing is a wonderful spiritual law
which a few are beginning to appre- [

ciate. If spiritual laws are not under-
stood, we neglect them or disobeyBl
them and suffer accordingly.

'

consider Kingdom Work most import-

ant, then we should plan how much
money we wish to invest in it before

any other thing is definitely provided
for.

"Seek ye first the Kingdom of God
and His righteousness "

8 The Christian Sun
|



Missionary Ideas
WATCH FOR FIRST ISSUE OF

NEW MAGAZINE, MISSION

ALLEN GLEASONS AT WORK
IN INDIA

The many friends of Professor and
Mrs. Allen Gleason will be delighted

to know that they are now at work
in India. They are remembered here-

abouts especially for the excellent

work they did in our mountain mis-

sion a few years ago. She was form-
erly Frances Everette of Holland.

Virginia. Since leaving Virginia they
have been teaching in Hartford Semi-
nary.

Mrs. Louise Davidson of Holland,

Virginia, tells the story in this way.

They left New York on Thursday,
June 27, arriving in London Friday
P. M., and arriving in Bombay on Sun-
day. They were met by a friend who
took them on to the Deccan College

the next day.

The Rockefeller Foundation has
given Deccan College money for lin-

guistic studies. It is a five year pro-

gram, and other linguists will follow

Allen, whose term is for one year.

Allen will be in charge of linguistic

institutes at the college where people

from many parts of India will come
for study. He will supervise the work
of nine or ten American linguists,

each working with an Indian linguist,

in a study of nine of the leading lan-

guages of the country.

The Gleasons will occupy the con-

verted barracks on the college campus
in which the Fairbanks, friends of

theirs, have been living. They have
8 wonderful man who does the cook-
ing etc., who speaks four Indian lan-

guages and English. There are two
English speaking schools near the
college, so the children are in school,

and are enjoying riding the bus back
and fourth. Martha's birthday was
properly celebrated on July 11, with
candles, cake and many lovely gifts.

They are not far from Dr. and Mrs.
Hale Cook, our missionaries at Satara
who have just been transferred to

Vadala. (Hale was best man at the
Gleason Wedding. ) Vadala is a rural

center with a thirty-five bed hospital,

an agriculturalist, an evangelist, and
a public health program in the village

near by. Hale will do the health pro-

gram and his wife will be head nurse
at the hospital.

In a recent letter Mrs. Gleason
(Frances) said: "While we are not
going as missionaries, I hope that
we can demonstrate something to our
Indian colleagues, and we hope that

the missionary enterprise will benefit

from it. We are sure that all of us

will piofit greatly from the exper-

ience."

The good wishes and prayers of

the Southern Convention people will

certainly attend the Gleasons as they

work with friends on the far side of

the earth. When v/e think of the prob-

lems of that great country, we shall

be glad that the Gleasons are there

Vv^ith their knowledge, skill, and
friendship to represent us all.

An African Folk Tale

V^HY CHICKENS DO NOT

DRINK FROM A RIVER

By Miss Nellie Walker

Long, Long ago when the world

was very young, and not nearly so

big as it is now, a crocodile lived

in a certian river. By the river bank
he selected some fertile land and
made a garden. Then he went off to

enjoy the cool river water. Presently

a hen and her chickens came by.

They found the soft earth full of

seeds and greedily ate every one.

When the crocodile thought the
seeds should have sprouted he came
back to inspect his garden, but there

was nothing but weeds. For several

days he came, and was always dis-

appointed. At length, one day, the

jackal, always a trouble maker, jeered

at him,

"So you expect to see a garden
growing there? Don't you know that

almost as soon as you planted your
seeds the hen and her chicks came
and scratched them out and ate them ?

Ho! Ho!"

The crocodile was very angry. He
went to find the hen and her chickens.

At his approach, the hen led her
chickens to fly up on the branches
of a convenient tree.

The crocodile told the hen what he
thought of her theft, and promised if

she ever stuck her head into the water
he would nip it off in vengence.

So to this day no chicken will drink
from a river for fear that the croco-

dile will bite off her head.

An African proverb. "A sudden
thud in the water nearby ought to be
sufficient notice to a swimmer that
a crocodile or something is nearby."

Starting this fall, the Missions
Council will publish a new magazine
entitled Mission, which will take the

place of both Facts from the Field

and the Envelope Series. It will be
issued six times a year, every other
month, the first issue to appear Oct.

1, 1956.

The aim of the magazine will be
to keep Our Christian World Mission
alive in every one of our churches,
and to enlist the wholehearted sup-
port of all our members for the mis-
sion program.

The publication will be directed

particularly to ministers and others
in the local churches and conferences
who are concerned with stewardship
and missionary education. It will in-

clude facts, personal interest stories

and interpretation of our mission
work at home and abroad, as well as
program plans and ideas, news about
materials that are available and pro-

motional projects that have proved
successful.

Three copies of Mission will be
mailed to all ministers, and additional
copies may be requested. Copies will

also be sent to every conference office.

Further details about distribution will

be announced in the first issue.

CRADLE ROLL NEWS
Mrs. Robert A. Whitten, Convention

Cradle Roll Superintendent, has pre-
pared a very attractive and helpful
Cradle Roll Program for the societies

of the Southern Convention.

If your society did not receive a
copy of this program at the school of
Missions, Mrs. Whitten will be happy
to mail a copy to you if you will

write to her at Box 355, Winchester,
Virginia.

Notice To
Women's Societies
Material for TflE CHRISTIAN

SUN should be sent to the Editor for
the Women's Fellowship of the South-
ern Convention, Mrs. J. H. Booth, Jr.,

343 Winchester Drive, Hampton, Vir-
ginia. Do not wait until the end of the
Conference year and then expect that
your material will get in the very
next issue of THE SUN. Report NOW
on happenings in your society.
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Treasurer's Report
Of The Eastern Virginia

Women's Fellowship

Quarter Ending June 15, 1956

Mrs. George M. Cornell, Treasurer

RECEIVED ON APPORTIONMENTS
WOMEN'S SOCIETIES

iVntioch $ 12.00

Berea (Nansemond) 25.00

Bethlehem _ 37.90

Cypress Chapel 40.01

Dendron 5.00

Eure 14.25

Franklin 75.00

Great Bridge 20.00

Holland 40.00

Holy Neck 37.50

Hopewell 5.00

Isle of Wight 20.00

Liberty Spring 55.00

Mt. Carmel 20.00

Newport News 35.00

Norfolk

:

Bay View 35.00

Central 20.00

Christian Temple 93.75

Little Creek 8.75

Rosemont 60.00

Oak Grove 9.60

Oakland 25.00

Portsmouth

:

Elm Avenue 15.00

First 25.00

Shelton Memorial 30.00

Richmond 15.00

South Norfolk 55.00

Suffolk 217.50

Sunbury 25.00

Union Southampton 42.25

Wakefield 6.90

Warwick 5.00

Waverly 15.00

Windsor 15.00

Bayside (March) 5.00

Total .$1,165.41

JUNIORS

Bethlehem $ 5.00

Dendron 1.40

Eure 1.25

Franklin 7.50

Holland 5.00

Holy Neck 5.00

Liberty Sprinj 6.85

Norfolk:

Bay View 2.00

Little Creek 10.75

Oakland 2.50

Portsmouth:
First 3.00

Sunbury 15.00

Union Southampton 10.00

Windsor 22.00

Total $97.25

CRADLE ROLL
Eure $ 1.25

Franklin 2.00

Liberty Spring 10.00

Mt. Carmel 1.00

Norfolk:
Bay View 2.00

Little Creek 5.00

Oakland . 3.73

Portsmouth:
First 1.00

Total $25.98

LIFE MEMBERSHIPS
Antioch $ 10.00

Mt Carmel 10.00

Newport News 30.00

Little Creek 10.00

Shelton Memorial 10.00

Union Southampton 30.00

$ 100.00

MEMORIALS
Holland $ 10.00

Newport News 10.00

Christian Temple 20.00

$ 40.00

THANK OFFERING
Oakland $ 1.50

Shelton Memorial 28.25

$ 27.75

TOTAL RECEIPTS ......$1,456.39

Refund $ 16.75

Balance from last Quarter .... 284.14

District Rallies 165.94

GRAND TOTAL $1 923.22

DISBURSEMENTS
Extra statement $ 0.25

Elhot Hotel—Rally Speaker 18.51

Gurley Press

—

Rally Programs 7.00

Mrs. Ray Gordon—Expenses 16.98

Convention Treasurer 1,456.39

Charged against account
(Eure) 16.75

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS $1,515.88

Total Receipts $1,923.22

Total Disbursements 1,515.88

Balance $ 407.34

ROSE
C. Rexford Raymond

With a dainty, darling grace

Smiles my Sweetheart's fairy face

All the day.

While her shining, laughing eyes

Chase my sorrows and my sighs

Far away.

When my Sweetheart's name is Rose
She doth carry sweet repose

Everywhere,
And her wondrous loveliness

Then doth wear.

When 1 call her Rosalie

All the world looks out to me
From her eyes,

For without her Earth seems small

And her presence each and all

Glorifies

And each time she smiles on me
Some new beauty I can see

in her fac;;

And a million names must fail

To begin to tell the tale

OF her grace.

The above poem was written years

ago, when Dr. Raymond was in Ober-

lin. He has recently found it in

searching through some old papers.

The Rose Landon referred to above
later became Mrs. Raymond. After

her death in 1948, Dr. Raymond
gathered the sonnets which he had
written to her and they were printed

in a book in her memory. Tliis addit-

ional poem is published as a further

memorial to his wife. Many of our
readers remember Dr. and Mrs. Ray-
mond for their years of service at

Southern Pines and Sunbury Pastor-

ate, North Carolina. Dr. Raymond is

at present with his daughter and son
in-law. Rev. O. D. Ullom, 43 Brooks
Street, Maynard, Massachusetts.
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The Grounds Of Christian Assurance
Memory Selection: This is the victory that overcometh the world, even our

faith. I John 5:4.

Devotional Reading: Psalm 46.

Background Scripture: Matthew^ 6:25-34; I John 2:28-5:21.

A Personal Note: These comments are being written late on a warm and
sunny Saturday afternoon at Deering Center in New Hampshire where the

Pastor's School is being held. Do not expect too much of them — the writer

if. in no mood to get down to serious work, after five classes and a round of

volley ball during the day, in addition to other activities. — H. S. H.

The Hunger for Security

Men hunger after a sense of secur-

ity. The specter of insecurity hangs
like a pall over thousands of men and
women. If only they had an as-

sured income, if only they could be
sure of enough to live on in their

o^d age, if only they were sure they

could manage what life brings to

them and demands of them, if only

they felt secure! And much of the

effort of men and women is devoted

to achieving security, in one way or

another. But usually it is sought in

terms of material things, money, land,

investments, things. And all of this

in spite of the fact that manv v/ho

have an abimdance of these things

still feel insecure. Indeed mnny of

the people who have most feel least

secure.

Jesus and the Anxiet'es of Life

Fn'k^ have not chnnged mu^h Th"y
V'Ts insecure and worried and anx-
ious in Jesuf;' day just as th'^v a'"e

in our day. And for the same reason:

they sought security in material

th'ngs, they had no fa'th, no real

faith. Jesus tried to help these ha^--

ried, hurried pconie at th's po'nt.

He suggested to th-m that after a'l

there was more to life than mater'al

things. He also suggested to them
that they lived in a world m which
there was a God who ca^ed, a God
who cared even for the birds of th'i

air and the flowers of the fieM. If

God cared for these lower forms of

life, could anybody doubt that He
cared for His children, the sons of

men? Pagans might well be con-

cerned chiefly about what they were
to eat and drink and wear, but not
the children of a Heavenly Father!
Let these children .seek first the King-
dom of God and His righteousness,

and they could be sure that the things
they needed would be added unto
them. Not what they wanted, but
what they needed. To be sure there

are exceptions to the rule, as with all

rules. But the principle holds true.

The secret of the life free from use-

less anxiety is faith in God. We
cannot always understand, but we
can trust where we cannot under-
stand.

John and the Matter of Assurance

John also has something to say
about assurance, or security. He is

talking about an inner security, a
basic assurance. This security comes
from faith in the living Christ and
in commitment to Chri.st. We may
have assurance through the Spirit

which dwelleth in those who love Him
and keep His commandments. "Here-
by we know that He abidcth in us, by

Rev. H. S. Hardcastie

SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON

AUGUST 19, 1956

By Rev. H. S. Hardcastie, D.D.

Pastor of Berea and Oakland

Congregational Christian

Churches, Chuckatuck, Va.

the Spirit which He hath given us."

Here again, we are dealing with an
instinctive yearning for security, not

so much in the material as in the

spiritual. It does not heln much for

a person simply to hope that he will

be saved, to wish for salvat'on, to

foster wishful thinking that he will

be saved. He likes to knov/. And
John says he can know. Jesus came
in the flesh — that is the place where
John begins his case. Th's Jesus rose

again from the dead and became the

living Christ. The Spirit of the liv-

ing Christ makes h'm.self known to

those who confess that He has come
in the flesh. This does not mean mere
lip service, the mere saving that Jesus
is come in the fiesh, but the resnonse
of the whole man to the Snirit of

Christ. And to such an one there

comes assurance, blessed assurance,

as the hymn puts it. A Christian

can do more than hope; he can know.
And this knowledge gives a sense
of security far beyond anything that
material things can give.

The Secret of Victory

Tliis fellowship with the living

riirl^t enables onf^ to he victorioi's in

dn'^-'T- living. "Tie tint is in us 's "'r<^a^-

e)' than he that is in th'^ world." TIt^

message of the gospel is that in

Christ God has drawn near to imna t

to us His mi"hty Snir't which wiH
enable us to do what must be done,
to bea-' what must be born^, to con-

quer v/hnt must he con^Ti'-rsd. Chris-
t'anifj'' is more than a form; it is a
force. It is not more wishing; it is

powri'. We may 'ose a battle, but
wc win the campaign and the war.

The Outw.TrH Fxnrer.s'on of

An Inner Experience

Creed is rc'atcd to conduct. "Out
of the abundance oF the heart the
mouth speaketh." If we love God,
we will love one another. The writer
of I John is brutally frank at this

point. "He that loveth not, knoweth
not God; for God is love." Love for

God issues in love for God's children.

All of this is related to "peace of

mind," If a man's heart does not
condemn him then he can have con-
fidence in God. And he can have con-
fidence in asking God for things with-
in his will. He can be .sure that God
will hear him. And even though God
will not always give him what he
ssks, God will answer his prayer.
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HOW TO MEET SCHOOL ENROLLMENT CRISIS

Private College: Hope Of Higher Education
(What is the role of the private eollcge in North Carolina? In a speech to the

liorkil Mount Kiwanis Chtb recently, the executive vice president and secretary of
the N. C Citizens' Association offered some thoughtful comments on the subject.
E.vecrjifs from that speech, follow.)

By LLOYD GRIFFIN

Of every three boys and ^ir\?. who
p;raduate from high school in North
Carolina, only one of them goes on to

college. Two stay at home, or go
into the Army, or just lose interest in

training beyond the high school level.

The 1950 Census showed that only 5

per cent of North Carolina residents

25 years of age and above had com-
pleted four or more years of training.

In other words, there were 101,760

persons with college degrees out of a

population of four million people.

Also, only 5' per cent had attended

college from one to three years.

This poor percentage showing
places North Carolina next to the bot-

tom in the standing of the states in

in the number of college students per

1,000 population. However, it must
be pointed out that all our institutions

of higher learning, both public and
private, are filled to capacity. Now
suppose just one half of our high

school graduates applied for admis-

sion to college — in stead of a college

enrollment of 49,000 of today we
would have an enrollment of 70,000.

LIMITATION: MONEY
Last year 116 000 babies were born

in North Carolina; and at this rate, in

due course we could have 1,400,000

in the public schools. Of this number,
certainly 45,000 should graduate from
high school each year. Certainly

25,000 freshmen should enroll in col-

lege each fall. So we can reasonably
expect 80 000 to 100,000 to be in col-

lege each year in place of the present

49,000 — subject to one main condi-

tion — that of money.

This brings up the question of cost

of higher education.

Last year the cost of education at

the state-supported institutions was
$34,000,000 in round figures, of which
the students paid $15,000,000 and the

taxpayers paid $18 170,000. In other
words, if a boy or girl attends a tax-

supported school the student pays
only 40 to 60 per cent of the cost, de-

pending on which institution the stu-

dent attends. On an average for every
one of the students attending state-

supported schools last year the tax-

12

payers paid $533 of the total bill,

while the student paid $513.

Now, on the other hand, the 23,234
students attending private and church
schoois last year paid from 60 to 80
per cent of their total bill. The school,

from its endowment funds and other
sources, paid the remainder of the bill.

(The taxpayer paid nothing.)

Not many years ago 70 per cent

of all college students in our state

were enrolled in private colleges.

There must be a reason for the grad-
ual increase in the number of boys
and girls going to state, or tax-

supported institutions. The state is

offering broad curricula at less cost

than can be offered at private col-

leges. This will continue so long as

it is difficult for a private college to

keep a good faculty, expand its pro-

gram, or keep adequate and proper
maintenance of its facilities.

The Consolidated University of

North Carolina, with its three branch-
es and 13,000 students, spends about
$20,000,000 in operation costs each
year, including health affairs, Me-
morial Hospital, and agricultural ex-

tension work. Of this the state pays
$14,000,000. This is equivalent to

having an endowment of $350 million

with a 4 per cent non-taxable return.

Thus the taxpayers of the state have
to provide an endowment of 1/3 bil-

lion dollars in order for the Consol-
idated University to operate. Now of

course the private colleges do not, and
cannot have a comparable endow-
ment. I doubt that the 17 white sen-

ior colleges, with 15,000 students,

have a combined endowment in excess

Remember Elon College
IN YOUR PLANS, PRAYERS, GIVING, WILL

IT IS A LIBERAL ARTS COLLEGE

Owned and Operated by the Southern Convention

of Congregational Christian Churches

the taxpayers are willing to foot the

bill. A private college must either

charge a high tuition rate or have a

very large endowment in order to sur-

vive today. We must remember that

private colleges are in competition

with state-supported institutions. Of
course this competition can be suc-

cessfully met if an adequate endow-
ment can be had by the private col-

lege. This endowment should consist

of at least $5,000 for each student en-

rolled. While $5,000 should provide

$200 per year, this amount is only a

bare minimum. Eight to 10 thousand
dollars of endowment per student
would provide an income more in line

with the advanced costs of today.

FINANCIAL STRUGGLE

Too many of our private colleges

are having a financial struggle for

existence. Without adequate finances

of 50 million dollars.

It was because of this situation that

Wake Forest regretfully left its be-

loved campus at Wake Forest and
moved to Winston-Salem, where it

will receive $500,000 per year from
the Reynolds Foundation funds for

operation purposes.

A safe rule of thumb to follow
would be that a college built today
should have an endowment equivalent

in size to the cost of the plant as a
minimum. In other words, a college

plant which costs $5 million should
have an endowment of $5 million.

While the above figures relate to

senior colleges, we should remember
that 6,715 students were enrolled at

junior colleges last year. A junior
college gives only two years of college

work, and it is not authorized to

confer degrees. As a general rule,

since the requirements for standard-

The Christian Sun
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ization are much less, the per-student

cost at the junior colleges is less than
at the senior institutions.

JUNIOR COLLEGES?

Now, should these junior colleges

be state-supported or private colleges?

If they are public, tax-supported

institutions, then the private junior

colleges will soon dry up and go out

of business. This was true of the

academies which were scattered

throughout the state around 1900.

Most of them lost out to the state

high schools which provided free tui-

tion. Then the state will have the

total burden of higher education,

with the exception of about a dozen

denominational colleges.

There are some advantages to a
junior institution. Usually a student

can find one not too far from his

home, and the quality of work is

usually so good that the senior col-

leges give student credit for the work
done at the junior institution toward
requirements for a degree at the

senior colleges. There is a heavy
mortality among the college fresh-

men at senior colleges
;
many of them,

for one reason or another, do not

graduate. Possibly if they went to a

junior college they could find them-
selves earlier and before they became
discouraged and left school. Possibly

the only sensible way to take care of

the considerable increase in college

students in the years ahead will be by
increasing the number of junior in-

stitutions.

The state of North Carolina will

soon have to find the answer to this

problem. The General Assembly will

have to decide whether to make an
effort to expand the present institu-

tions or to encourage the building of

additional junior colleges. The tax-

payer will have to pay the additional

costs either way the decision goes.

HOPE IN FOUNDATIONS
Only within the past few years

have our citizens had their attention

called to the financial distress which
our private colleges are facing. Some
states, including North Carolina, have
organized a foundation for church-

related colleges, whereby all pay-
ments into this fund are distributed

to the non-public colleges of the state.

The theory behind this movement is

that our private colleges are badly
needed to help train the ever increas-

ing number of boys and girls who ap-

ply for admission. This being an age
of technology, it is necessary for more
and more youths to have college and
an advanced technical training just

to help our country keep pace with

the greatly accelerated programs of

other countries. Being acutely aware
of this situation, the Ford and other

foundations of the country are placing

more and more of their funds behind
college training programs.

Also please bear in mind that

every dollar given to these state foun-

dations or directly to the college, is

tax exempt and at the same time

helps these private colleges train

more and more students who might
otherwise have to be trained at tax-

supported institutions. So it would
seem to be a sound program here in

North Carolina for our people to give

as generously as possible to these

private and denominational colleges,

thus insuring them not only the abil-

ity to stay on the job but to do an
even better Job.

Let us not fall into the error of

thinking that the outcome of the

struggle between Communism and
freedom will be determined by mili-

tary and economic power alone. The
greater war is the war of ideas, a
spiritual war of moral and re'igious

values. In this war we must deal with
the minds and hearts of men and
women and demonstrate to them the

blessings and satisfactions that come
from freedom. They must learn that

man is not a slave of the state but
that the state is his servant.

Liberal education is the keystone
of freedom. The search for truth is,

as it has always been, the noblest ex-

perience of the human spirit. We are

false to ourselves and to our best

instincts if we turn our backs on truth

or close our eyes when it beckons.

In North Carolina our State Gen-
eral Fund tax rates are about as

high as we can make them without
doing .serious injury to our economy.
If the state was suddenly faced with
a heavy influx of new students we
would have to increase our tax rates,

or let them go without college train-

ing if the private colleges could not
take care of them.

In Old Tcstiment times the secre-

tary was called a scribe, and in the
Middle Ages a clerk. In both periods
the secretary was always a man, but
today the secretary is usually a
woman.

Farmer Missionary

Goes to Philippines

"The right man for a very import-

ant job," is the way Mr. Dick Vern
Fagan is described by the members of

the American Board of Cimmissioners
for Foreign Missions who picked him
for a challenging assignment in one

of the last frontiers of the mission

field.

Mr. Fagan, prominently identified

with the Future Farmers of America,
has been appointed a career agricul-

tural missionary to the Philippines

a,nd will be stationed at Mindanao to

work with the rural people there.

For three years, while homesteaders
poured into this rich agricultural

region by the thou.sands, the Ameri-
can Board searched for someone pe-

culiarly fitted to work with these

transplanted settlers. The search

ended when Mr. Fagan, not long back
from a project in India, let it be
known he would like to be of Chris-

tian service overseas.

Mr. and Mrs. Fagan went to Mysore
State, India, in 1952 to work witii

UNESCO's IV program, designed to

teach Indian young men skills to

carry back for the betterment of their

own villages.

Says Miss Alice E. Gary, Pacific

area secretary of the American
Board: "Mr. Fagan was worth waiting

tor. He has the hobbies, the interests

and the Christian devotion that we
want."

Dick Fagan was born in Baylor,

Montana, in 1920, the son of Mrs.
Dorcas Fagan of Glasgow, Montana.
He received his B. S. in 1946 and his

M. S. in 1950 in Agricultural Educat-
ion from Montana State College.

Since 1941 he has taught Vocation-
al Agriculture in the high schools of

Laurel, Fairfield and Plentywood,
Montana, and has served as settle-

ment specialist for the Bureau of Re-
clamation of South Dakota.

Mrs. Marvel Jean Fagan, a native

of Opheim, Montana, holds a life

teaching certificate in elementary
education from the College of Edu-
cation at Havre, Montana. She taught
tor several years in the schools of

Opheim and Fairfield. Her parents,

Mr. and Mrs. Otto Sylvester Weaver,
re 'ide in Glasgrow, Montana.

Mr. and Mrs. Fagan and their child-

ren, Sharron 13, and Bobbie 9, will

sail for the Philippines in September.
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Apple's Chapel Feeds Orphanage
Children Enjoy Vacations
PUBLIC INVITED TO HOME-COMING SEPTEMBER 2

John G. Truitt, Superintendent

Another church has paid us a dinner-for-everybody visit. The Apple's

Chapel church Rev. Bland Lebrick, pastor, recently loaded our dining room
tables with a bounteous picnic dinner. Our entire Orphanage family enjoyed
the food and the fellowship greatly. This church through a young adult

Sunday school class supplies many of the needs of Sue Johnson. They are a

good example of what it can mean to a girl to have generous sponsors.

Friends and sponsors have made it

possible for twenty of our boys and
girls to attend camp this summer. We
had fourteen at Moonelon, four at

the Elks' Lodge camp near Hender-

Eonville, North Carolina, and two at

a Boy Scout camp. These twenty
children not only had a good outing

but they received valuable training as

well. I am very grateful for this

REPORT FOR AUGUST 8, 1956

SUNDAY SCHOOLS MONTHLY OFFERINGS

Amount brought forward $11,958.70

Eastern North Carolina Conference
Morrisville $ 7.66 $ 7.66

Eastern Virginia Conference
Liberty Sprin? 10.00

Richmond, First 24.00 34.00

North Carolina and Virginia Conference
A.ppk's Chapel 13.00

Greonsboro, Calvary 23.00 ^
Union ( N. C. ) 193.00 229.00

Western North Carolina Conference
Brown's Chapel 45.00 45.00

Vircjinip Valley Conference
Winchester 10.00 10.00

Total - $ 325.66

Grand Total $12,284.36

SPECIAL OFFERINGS
Amount brought forward $19 079.12

Mr. and Mrs. Tommie C. Farrell $100.00

Little Creek Vacation Bible School, Norfolk, Va 36.50

Carolina Power & Light Co., Raleigh, N. C. - 1.38

Mr. and Mrs. D. M. McLelland, Elon College N. C 10.00

M.'. and Mrs. H. B. Newman, Henderson, N. C 20.00

W. P. Robinson, Chicago, 111 1.00

In Memory of W. J. Ballentine 5.00

In Memory of Rev. Joseph Fix 10.00

In Memory of Mrs, H. E, Lawrence 10.00

Special Gifts 225.04

Total - $ 418.92

Grand Total - $19,498.04

Total for the Week $ 744.58

Total for the Year .....$31,782.40
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constructive assistance and I hope it

may increase.

Also many classes have had the
others of our boys and girls for good
vacations and have made them and
us very happy. People are good to

us here and we are striving daily to

measure up to the needs and respon-

sibihties which rest upon us.

Right now we are looking eagerly
forward to our annual homecoming.
This is always a good occasion and is

filled with much joy for us here. The
former children who return have the

pleasure of seeing the old place and
renewing friendships. They begin
coming on the campus at about 9:00
o'clock. They will have their meeting
at 11:30 and a lunch will be served

by the Orphanage at 1:00. We are

requesting that all who expect to at-

tend the luncheon notify us before
hand so we may have a good idea

of how many to prepare for.

This being our Golden Anniver-
sary, we are hoping to receive many
anniversary gifts from friends of the

Orphanage everywhere on that day,

September 2; also we hope just as

many outside guests will attend as

will. They will be welcome. Please

let us know so we can prepare your
lunch. It will be a good time to visit

the Orphanage.

Other than the United States, there

are four nations that use the title:

United States of Brazil, United States

of Mexico, United States of Venezuela,
and United States of Indonesia.

Pitch, intensity, and quality are the

three characteristics of musical notes.

The first involves frequency, the sec-

ond relates to volume, and the third

enables one to distinguish one in-

strument from another.

The word, Monticello, on the Jeffer-

son nickel is Italian and means "little

mountain". It was chosen by Thomas
Jefferson as the name of his Virginia

home, which is now a national shrine.

The Christian Sun



Dr. Ida Scudder

In India
On a recent holiday, Dr. Ida S.

Scudder, 84-year-old founder of the

Christian Medical College at Vellore,

visited the Madras Game Reservation.

Dr. Ida B. Scudder, her niece, was also

in the party. They awakened at 3:30

a. m., and met the forest officer who
took them to their mount. As they got

out of the car in the inky blackness,

there boomed up a huge shape which
proved to be their elephant. She was
made to kneel down, grunting and
protesting, and a ladder was adjusted

so the party could climb aboard. First

the car driver and Lizzie, the ayah
(maid), then Aunt Ida who looked

at the ladder with some misgivings.

However, with her determination and
pome encouragement and boosts from
below, she was up, followed by Dr.

Ida B. They were seated on a "Mysore
howdah" (elephant saddle) which was
fastened with big chains around the

elephant's middle. On this there waa
a very inadequate and lumpy pad,

and at either end there were rounded
iron railings on which they clung.

The mahout sat astride the elephant's

neck with his feet around the ear

lobes and made her go by keeping up
a gentle massage on the back of the

ears with his knees.

They set out in the darkness along
the road and then jolted along a

grassy path into the forest. No one
dared to speak as they did not wish
to frighten game. They had a five

hour ride up and down the steepest

places, through lovely forests fresh

with recent rain. They saw huge bison
with curved horns, black-faced mon-
keys and deer. At the waterhole they
saw elephants taking their morning
bath with the baby behaving as mis-

chievously as any child.

—Taken from Vellore News

ATTENTION
YOUNG PEOPLE

The Pilgrim Fellowshio

Officers' Camp will be held

at Moonelon August 19-25

instead of the later date

previously announced. The

Rev. John Graves, Director,

hooes this will make it pos-

sible for more to attend.

Presidents and other officers

of local societies are espe-

cially urged to attend this

planning conference.

THE SLOANS IN RUSSIA

A note has come from Mrs. W. W.
S'oan, an E!on College teacher,

which says in part:

"Greetings from Leningrad! We
shall carry home greetings from the

Moscow and Leningrad churches
where several of our group have
spoken.

"Just as our churches have endeav-
ored to help each other and find

fellowship together, so now the group
of twenty-five Congregational Chris-

tians and one E. and R. man are

seeking to promote understanding on
the international level and among the

churches on a wide scale. We are en-

joying the experience.

"I have had the privilege of speak-

ing twice as a woman to the women
here."

All such contacts as these bring

the world a bit closer together. Those
who know Dr. and Mrs. Sloan wiil

feel a little more kindly to the people

of Russia, for if they are fi'iends of

the Sloans they are our friends too.

VALLEY CAMP POWELL'S FORT
AUGUST 18-25

Young people over ten years of age
are invited to share in study, worship,
singing, handcrafts, swimming, etc.

at Powell's Fort Camp during the

week of August 18-25. Others under
that age may attend, but must be
accompanied by an older person.

The director is to be the Rev. S. E.

Madren of Albemarle, North Carolina
,

who served in the Valley Conference
for several years and is well known
there.

Douglas Albert, a native of India,

will be the guest speaker from abroad.
Other interesting people will appear
on the program.

The announcement suggests that no
one arrive before one o'clock Saturday
afternoon, and says that all will leave

after breakfast the next Saturday.

A registration fee of $2.50 should
be sent to Rev. E. J. Rohart, R. 2,

Harrisonburg, Virginia. Balance of

expense eight dollars can be paid at
the camp.

This item of news may be reaching
you too late to register in advance,
but perhaps not too late to attend.

A happy time to all.

Ed.

LAYMEN ELECTED

Laymen almost had a field day, so
far as elections were concerned, at

the Omaha General Council meeting.

The exact count of laymen who
were elected to important places of
leadership is not known but it is clear
that no other General Council can
come near the Omaha meet in that
item.

George Hastings of Grant, Ne-
braska, was elected Moderator of
the General Council, the highest hon-
orary office that can be given to any
member of the Congregational Chris-
tian Churches. George is a lawyer
;'nd has long been active in many
jihases of the work of the Congrega-
tional Christian Churches, local
church, association, state conference
and nationally, especially with the
Board of Home Missions..

John G. Neukom of San Francisco,
California, was elected President of
the Board of Home Missions for the
1955-1956 biennium. John, the first

layman ever to be elected head of the
Board of Home Missions, is a part-

ner in McKinsey and Company, man-
agement consultants,

ErX:Tr MEMORIAL 61 FT J

Dear Dr. Truitt:

Please accept the enclosed $ _ as a memorial gift

to the Christian Orphanage in memory of:

DECEASED) ICITY) (DATE OF DEA

IVOR TO BE WRITTEN) (ADDRESS)

Name

Address
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The Christian Sun Wants To Help
The one and only reason for publishing this paper is to help people, especially the members of Congregational

and Christian Cliurches in North Carolina and Virginia. Copies of the paper go to others scattered across the world,

and we appreciate the privilege of sending it and we hope that it may be helpful. Among the ways THE CHRISTIAN

SUN may be of value are:

1. It may bring news of religious activities. Other

churches are at work not far from us. We can learn

from them what to do and how to do it. Church people

around the world are doing things that are significant.

What are the changes that are taking place in our day?

News from near and far helps to make us more intelli-

gent, and being more intelligent, we are more capable.

2. It can help to solve problems. A church may need

more money, increasing membership or a more loyal

people. The paper may give suggestions sometimes that

will start your group on new methods of stewardship,

evangelism, education, or personal devotion. Social,

economic, or political problems on community, national,

or international basis may disturb you. The church

paper may give a new glimpse of truth sometimes that

will bring radiance into a dark area.

3. It may help to bind a family to the Church. This

is a church pai;or. It represents the church in a larger

.sense than the local organization. It helps each member

of the family to think beyond "our church" in the

community. Something in the paper should find lodge-

ment in the minds of each member of the family. As

children learn to read the paper, or to listen to it being

read to them, they are being drawn into the fellowship

of that world-wide group known as the Church of Christ.

4. Its Purpose Is to Make Better People and Churches.

Each week it comes with a new interpretation of life, a

sense of being part of all the churches which in reality is

the Kingdom of God on the earth, a challenge to live

righteously and travel the High Road, not the low. The

Bible is the basis of our religion and Jesus is the Master

who sets us to our daily tasks. Those who study the

Book and follow in the Way inspire us to noble living

and Christian service.

All these things, and more, the paper tries to do. That is why there might be some sense in a minister leaving

the pastorate to edit the paper. But unless the paper can bo delivered to, and read by, people, the effort is wasted.

The Christian Sun Needs Your Help
There are many ways in which members of our churches can help THE CHRISTIAN SUN. It is our sincere

hope that at least a thousand of you will lend the helping hand before this year is gone.

1. See that your subscription is renewed on time. This

is personal, and very important. We have no advertise-

ments; wc must depend upon subscriptions to pay for

the paper. Yes, there are subsidies from boards and

institutions that do their publicity through this organ,

and the churches pay something to help, but we are still

dependent upon subscriptions.

2. Ask friends to subscribe, especially members of

your church. If you "take it upon yourself" either

from your own thinking or by church appointment, it is

entirely possible that you can send in a long list of

subscribers, perhaps all of your church members. Please

remember that the subscriptions will help to finance the

paper, but they will also help your friends to become

better members of the church.

3. Get your church to subscribe for each family.

Churches buy Sunday school literature. Why not include

a church paper? As budgets are being planned for the

next year, put this item in the budget. Then every

family will get something for its money, and the Every
Member Canvassers will have a new talking point. The
experience of churches that have tried it have found
that more money comes into the church treasury. Just

try it. It may help your church. We believe that it will.

4. Be part of the team. The 200 churches of the

Southern Convention are united in an effort to publish

each week a paper that will help people and churches.

The churches are the people who are the members. If

you are a member, you belong on the team. Whether
you pitch, play first base, or are way out in the field,

you are part of the team. Don't go to sleep. Something
important maj' happen right close to you. Play on the

team. Work at the job. Let's make this the best

little paper that it can possibly be, and get it read by
thousands of people.

There are probably ten thousand families that need our paper because they are members of our churches and need

the help that the paper will give. Let's not let them go hungry for knowledge, for inspiration, for a sense of

belonging. Bring them into the fellowship of readers.

ALL SUBSCRIPTIONS SHOULD BE SENT TO THE CHRISTIAN SUN AT ELON COLLEGE, NORTH CAROLINA.
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SOUTHERN LEADERS AT DOANE

Southern Convention young people who attended the

National Pilgrim Fellowship at Doane College are shown

above. From left to right they are Billy Johnson from

Union Grove, Carolyn Overby from Hunterdale, Louise

Wilkins from Liberty (Va.), Faye Gordon from Suffolk, A. C.

Penny from Amelia, Mrs. Helen (Cobb) Knowles formerly

of Burlington, Rev. Edward A. Powers, Secretary of Senior

High Department, Division of Christian Education, Boston,

and Rev. Robert A. Knowles, Secretary Junior Work, Youth

Department, Division of Christian Education of the Board

of Home Missions, Boston.



Here And Therie Among The Churches

Family Bible School

At Greensboro
Greensboro, First church, is holding

its Family Bible School again this

year. August 26-30 is the time.

Adults and young people will study
Southeast Asia. Younger groups will

use the current study book, Indian

Americans. Mrs. W. E. Wisseman is

chairman of the Adult group and re-

ports plans like these.

First night — What is Southeast

Asia? Map study; songs and games
from the Philippines; Worship.

Second night — Why Christianity ?

Study of religion in Southeast Asia.

Folk-tales told and dramatized. Wor-
ship.

Third night — An evening in the

Philippines. Music, a cutout map of

Philippine village scene; folk dan-

cing; film strip; worship.

Fourth night — Our part in South-

east Asia. Congregational Christian

work there; making of kits for Hong
Kong.

Fifth night — Family supper;

movie: "Something about Teopardy";

display of handicrafts; worship.

The Wisseman's were pleased to

have as their guests August 13-15 the

Reverend Bauri Yomashita, who has

studied at Hartford Seminary the

past year under the Cora Anthany
scholarship. He was on his way to

San Francisco and Japan.

MERGER EXPECTED — A news
release from the Evangelical and Re-

formed Church and the Office o f

Communications of our denomination

as of August 16 tells of the triennial

meeting of the General Synod of the

Evangelical and Reformed Church to

be held in Lancaster, Pennsylvania,

August 31 to September 7, and quotes

Dr. James Wagner as saying: "There

is a very real possibility that Lan-

caster this summer may be the scene

of the last General Synod of the Evan-
gelical and Reformed Church."

The General Council of Congre-

gational Christian Churches meeting

at Omaha in June voted to unite with

the Evangelical and Reformed
Church. If the Lancaster meeting ap-

proves it, the two denominations will

meet in joint session at Cleveland,

Ohio, in June 1957.

NEW LEBANON

Women's Society

Active
Ethalinda Griffin

The Women's Fellowship of the

New Lebanon church has been active,

the attendance has been good, and the

work has prospered. Some of the

activities were:
Thank offering of $50.00, quota

sent to Friendly Service, held Bible

study with Kallam's Grove and Mt.

Bethel attending and our pastor. Rev.

Fred Allred, teaching. Members at-

tended the World Day of Prayer. We
were hostesses to the district mission-

ary rally. Attended May Fellowship at

Mt. Bethel. Six members attended

May Fellowship service at Reidsville.

A life membership was presented to

cur oldest member, Mrs. MoUie
Sharpe. We sent ten dollars to Moone-
lon. Three members attended the

School of Missions full-time. Miss
Jane Sharpe of Greensboro, a student

preparing for foreign mission work,
spoke to us. We prepared food and
helped with the housework for a

family whose mother was injured in

an accident.

BROADCASTNG — Beverly Hills

at Burlington will broadcast the elev-

en o'clock Sunday services during

September over station WFNS. Sun-

day evening services will begin again

with September. Their Sunday school

picnic was held at Moonelon August
11 in the evening.

AT SALEM CHAPEL

Deacons Ordained

Picnics Are Enjoyed
James S. Rayburn

Sunday July 1 the Salem Chapel
church heard an ordination sermon
by Rev. Warren Matthews of Greens-
boro and Harvard Divinity School.

R. Jackson Marshall and Edward
Morgan were ordained as deacons,

and eleven members added to the

church, seven by profession of faith

and four by letter of transfer.

Sunday, July 8 the Sunday school

held its annual picnic at beautiful

Waussicket near Dennis. The young
people enjoyed swimming and racing,

while the children played in the park
and on the mountain side. The others

sat around and enjoyed the occasion

by telling stories and exchanging'

ideas on life and prosperity. A bounti-

ful table of excellent food was spread,

and all ate to their content.

The annual Home-Coming service

was observed August 5. Many old

timers were present, and the pastor,

Robert Bennet, delivered a heart
stirring message. A lovely picnic

lunch was served, and everyone en-

joyed the afternoon fellowship.

The Woman's Fellowship held its

picnic Friday evening, August 10, at

the spring of Lake Waussickett with
about thirty members, husbands and
children present. Reports are that
food was plentiful, and that a good
time was had by all.
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Union At Virgilina New Building To

Reports ^ Consecrated

Dr. David W. Shepherd, pastor of

Union Congregational Christian
Church, Virgilina, Mrs. Shepherd and
their family, John, Joan and Sharon
spent their vacation with Mrs. Shep-

herd's family in New Port Richey,

Florida. They plan to return for the

third Sunday worship service.

Union Church, Virgilina, had as

guest speaker for its Home Coming
Service, Sunday, July 8, the Rev. Fred

Register, Secretary of Evangelism

and Stewardship of The Southern

Convention. Following the service,

dinner was served on the church

grounds, and a delightful hour o f

fellowship was enjoyed.

At eight o'clock Sunday evening

of the same date, the Rev. W. W.
Snyder, pastor of Beverly Hills

Church, Burlington, delivered the

first in a series of evangelistic ser-

vices held the following week. There

were a number of additions to the

church, and the church itself was
greatly enriched spiritually.

The Junior High, a newly organized

group, created to serve the young

people ages 12-14 has been added to

the Pilgrim Fellowship. Counselors

are Mr. and Mrs. Archie Morgan.

Approximately twenty (20) young

people from the three Pilgrim Fellow-

ship grounds have attended camp at

Moonelon during this summer.
Vacation Bible School was held

Monday, June 18th. through Friday

the 22nd. Sessions were held each

morning at 8:30, and concluded at

11 o'clock. Classes were for children

4-14. Transportation was provided,

and a welcome was extended to child-

ren from any church in the commun-
ity. Refreshments ware provided by

organizations and individuals of the

church.

Mrs. W. S. Daniel, Reporter

Union Church, Virgilina

IDEAS FROM WINTER PARK
Every Thursday Needle-women meet

to sew for the annual Bazaar. After

the morning church service refresh-

ments are served so people can so-

cialize a while. The summer meeting

of the Woman's Society is to see

pictures of the excavation of the

ancient city of Dothan, a place made
famous by Joseph who went there in

search of his brothers. The minister.

Dr. Louis Shults, is completing his

two months' vacation by a stay at

Chautauqua, New York.

Bethel (Elkton) Invites to

Home-Coming
Mrs. Goldie D. Meadows

The Bethel Congregational Chris-

tian Church. Elkton, Virginia, will

hold its consecration service for the

new educational building on Sunday,
August 26. This is also the annual
Home-Coming day.

The services will begin with the

Sunday school at ten o'clock under
the leadership of W. H. Alger, Jr.,

Superintendent.

At eleven o'clock the worship will

be led by the young people and their

leader, Mrs. D. H. Dofflemyer, and
the sermon will be delivered by Rev.

S. E. Madren of Albemarle, North
Carolina. Mr. Madren was pastor of

the church when plans were drawn
for the new building.

At noon there will be a picnic lunch

served in the adjoining grove.

The afternoon session will begin
at 1:45 with the consecration service,

held in the new building. Rev. W. J.

Andes, minister of the Elon College

Community Church, will bring the

message, and the congregation will

participate in the service. Greetings
from Supt. W. T. Scott will be given.

The afternoon services will be an hour
of consecration to God for the beauti-

ful new building.

The building is composed of six

class rooms, a lounge, pastor's study,

modern kitchen, social hall, and two
rest rooms.

The church cordially invites all

members, former members, former
pastors, and friends to attend this

happy occasion.

Have You
Seen This

Before
"Dxar frixnds:

This typxwritxr is an xcxllxnt

machnix, but it has onx sxrious dx-

fxct. Onx of thx Ixttxrs is missing,

end handicaps us in our work. Wx
arx ablx to usx this machinx you
sxx, but thx absxncx of onx Ixttxr

provxs xxaspxrating at timxs bxcausx
whxn you nxxd it, it isn't thxrx."

"Our attxndancx has bxxn good,

but wx still havx too many mxmbxrs
absxnt from thx church sxrvicxs. So
wx arx writing this notx to txlll you
that whxn you arx not thxrx our
church is likx this typxwrittxr. Wx
arx sxriously handicappxd by thx
absxncx of onx 'kxy' mxmbxr.

Sincxrxly yours,"

From a Church News Letter

Dear Editor:

I think we children should have
stories that teach us how to live for

God. Here is my Essay.

MOONELON
At Moonelon we had a swim, ball

games, and clean-up time.

The best time of all was time to eat.

There were three classes, Bible

class, story class, and crafts.

Your friend.

Ken Hollingsworth
R. 1, Box 32
Sophia, N. C.

P. S. — I went to June 24 three

day camp.

DATES TO REMEMBER
September 18-19 — Mission Board Meeting — Moonelon

Fall Conferences:

October 29-30 — Virginia Valley Central Conference, Linville, Va.
Mr. Clarence A. Phillips, President.

October 31-November 1 — Eastern Virginia Conference, Suffolk,

Va., Mr. M. B. Williams, President.

November 6— Eastern North Carolina Conference, Christian Light,

near Fuquay Springs, N. C, Rev. Carl Wallace, Pres.

November 7 — Western North Carolina Conference, Hanks Chapel,
near Pittsboro, N. C, Rev. L. M. Presnell, President.

November 8 — North Carolina & Virginia Conference, Hines
Chapel, near McLeansville, N. C, Dr. H. E. Robinson,
President.
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EDITORIALS

What America Means To Me
In the current issue of The American the gov-

ernor of Montana, J- Hugo Aronson, tells of what

America means to him. Forty-five years ago, at

the age of twenty, he landed in America without

money, friends, or knowledge of the English

language. To this young Swede America was the

land of opportunity; and America never failed

him.

Neither did riches and honor come easily.

Hard work, sincerity, faith, and friendliness went
into the making of the man who is Montana's

Governor.

When land-grabbing springs up here and there

across the world, and ships and soldiers and air-

planes begin to converge on a hot spot, and

nations scurry into opposing camps, many of us

ask again: What does America mean to me?

Three times in a generation this sort of thing

has meant war — that horrible nightmare of

dying men, crying women, orphaned children,

destroyed property, spiraling expenses, and loss

of moral standards. It is not strange, then, that

spirits tumble, as does the stock exchange, when
news flashes tell of a new dictator testing his

strength in a turbulent world.

What is America? To the "Galloping Swede"
it meant a chance to work, to earn, to love, to

serve. America is a land stretching from the

Atlantic to the Pacific — mountains, valleys, plains,

corn, cotton, cattle, sheep, farms, factories, auto-

mobiles, trains, airplanes, gold, gas, steel. Amer-
ica is Chicago and Como, New York and Nanse-

mond, Seattle and Sanford, Niagra and Norfolk,

Waco and Wakefield. America is the white-haired

lady from Philadelphia sitting in front of me, the

two Spanish-speaking families a few feet forward,

the Negro mother and child just back of me, the

conductor and the porter, the family left in Florida

and the friends soon to be seen in Carolina.

America is people, rich and poor, old and young,
scattered in wide-open spaces and huddled to-

gether with scarcely room to breathe; people with

hopes, hurts, faith, hardness, cruelty, love.

America is home, happiness, peace, prosper-

ity, the land of beginning again. America is the

place where the President can write to a governor:

"Thank you very much for your letter.

It touched me deeply. I assure you it

was an equally great privilege for the

farm boy from Kansas to walk at the

side of the boy from Sweden. That in

itself is representative of the greatness

of America."

What does America mean to you? Is it just a

jumble of politics, a place of high taxes, a govern-

ment to be criticized, a place to entertain your

gripes? Or is it still the home of the brave, the

land of the free? And what shall we do with

the heritage given to us? In the midst of explod-

ing social customs, dubious political maneuver-
ings, despotic domination of innocent peoples,

and a determined struggle for civil and national

rights can we keep consistently Christian thoughts,

controlled emotions, and faith in the future of

America as the world's bright hope for the de-

velopment of mankind? Surely we must!

Peter Tumbledown And His Leaky Roof

Nearly half a century ago the Farm Journal

was telling the farmers of North Carolina about

"Peter Tumbledown and His Leaky Roof." When
it was clear and fine this amiable character by

the name of Peter could see no good reason for

repairing the roof to his house or barn. It did

not leak then, and he delighted in sitting in the

shade of the fine trees about his yard. When it

was raining and, alas!, the roof was leaking, he

just couldn't risk his health by getting out into

the rain to fix the roof.

These lines are being written from Florida,

and in a house with a leaky roof. August is such

a good time to rest, the beds are so inviting, and

the sun shines with such brilliance! "A little

4

more slumber, and a little more folding of the

hands."

And then it rains! Those spots on the ceiling,

why won't they go away? Can't a fellow rest

even for a few days?

But let's not leave brother Peter Tumbledown.
The rain will come regardless of his unwillingness

to work. Neglected roofs destroy good build-

ings. A genial disposition is no substitute for

hard work. Buildings, whether homes or churches,

are kept in good repair bceause someone gives

thought and time and energy for their upkeep.

The leaking roof, if left alone, not only des-

troys the building through which the water seeps,
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but eventually the drops color the character of

those who are responsible for its repair. Kindly

old Peter will inevitably become "Mr. Tumble-
down."

It is heartening to see the improvements made
in our church property in recent years. It was
my business to visit Southern Convention churches
after long years of economic depression. When
churches leaked, pastors have been known to say,

"Brethren, you better move over to the other side;

it is leaking where you are." But those long

neglected buildings have been repaired, or re-

placed, the closets by the entrance to the church or

back of the pulpit have now become commodious
and inviting classrooms with chairs and tables suit-

able to the size of the pupils who are to use them.
The drab pulpit has often been replaced by a

beautiful altar, lectern, and pulpit. The wheezy
old organ has become electronic.

If one may judge by the looks of our churches
and homes, good old Peter Tumbledown has

changed his name and nature and is now a

worker in the house of the Lord.

Note: Yes, there is to be a new roof on the

house in which this is written.

Mary Washington Dean
Has Definite Ideas On Role Women Play

(The Times-Dispatch of Richmond,
Virginia, August 15 carried the fol-

lowing article. Miss Margaret Har-

grove spoke in our Women's Rallys

a few years ago as the Women's
worker for our denomination. The
article not only tells that she is in

our midst, but it gives some of her
ideas. Ed.)

By Jo Hyde

A new dean and a new "deanery"
will greet women students attending

Mary Washington College this fall.

The new dean is Dr. Margaret Lee
Hargrove, an attractive woman with
a mile-long list of academic accomp-
lishments. The new "deanery" will

be Anne Fairfax Hall, remodeled as

a combination student gathering place

and dean of Women's residence.

With her Mrs. Hargrove has
brought an intense interest in the

problems and philosophy of education.

On women's colleges in particular she

posed some pertinent questions and
some definite ideas in a recent inter-

view.

She firmly asserted that the wom-
an's college is not a retreat from life

or a retreat from men. She cited with
concern a widespread tendency to re-

gard women's colleges as isolated, as

concerning only women.

"Women aren't in a woman's col-

lege to seal themselves off from life,"

she said. "There are many reasons
tor choosing a woman's college."

"On a woman's campus, for one
thing, there are many more oppor-
tunities for girls' leadership. I think

leadership is a major part of the pic-

ture of college life."

Men Are Center of Interest

Men, she said, are just as much a
center of interest in women's colleges

as they are in coeducational schools.

Perhaps even more so, because they
are the unusual element.

"In recent years there's been a ten-

dency to enlarge the number of men
on women's college faculties. I think
that's good. But why isn't it equally
important to bring women to the
faculty of men's colleges?"

Dr. Hargrove emphasized she
meant this in the educational, and
not the women's rights sense.

Herself a scholar in classical lan-

guages and in comparative literature.

Dr. Hargrove heartily endorses the
liberal arts point of view in curric-

ulum.

"I don't mean that the vocational
subjects, such as business and home
economics, are not important. But if

you do the whole thing vocationally
you miss some of the things life is

based on."

Combines Vocational, Liberal Arts
In favor of vocational subjects she

said, "Up until recent years women
have been economic illiterates. Now
that they control the purse strings
of the nation, it is fitting that we
should have courses such as business."

"I see no conflict in having both
when liberal arts is the core of the
program," she concluded.

Dr. Hargrove received an A. B. in

Latin from Randolph-Macon Woman's
College, and an A. B. and PhD. at

Cornell University. She has held ad-
ministrative posts at Cornell, Lake
Erie College in Painesville,Ohio ; Bea-
ver College in Jenkintown, Pa. and

Corrol College, Waukesha, Wis. Na-
tive of Louisville, Ky., she is also a
member of Phi Betta Kappa and Eta
Sigma Pi, national honorary classics

fraternity.

Despite her own impressive record— which is too lengthy to state com-
pletely — Dr. Hargrove has no in-

tention of trying to turn all of her
students into scholars. "The home
should remain the center, but not
the circumference of women's inter-

ests," she said.

Laugh
And Live
Bill: Dad, may I borrow your brown

tie?

Father: Why don't you wear your
own tie?

Bill: Because this one looks better

with your tan shirt.

Father. Who said you could wear
my new tan shirt?

Bill: But, Dad, you wouldn't want me
to wear your new suit with any old

tie and shirt, would you?

One boy to another: I'd run away
from home and get a Job some-
where if Mom and Dad didn't need
me so badly as a dependent.

Small Boy: Mother, may I go out
and play?

Mother: What, with those holes in

your pants?
Small Boy: No, with the two kids

next door.

That old, old joke still seems to be
appropriate sometimes: When con-
fronted with a new translation of the
Bible, the old man said, "If the King
James version was good enough for
St. Paul, it's good enough for me."
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Not Easy To Get Into Russia
Russian People Are Friendly

W. W. Sloan

Getting into Russia is still not easy. Mrs. Sloan and I decided that the

best way to get acquainted with this great unknown nation was to accept an

invitation to join the Congregational Christian Council for Social Action

European seminar, composed of fourteen ministers and twelve other Congre-

gational Christians. Last December the Council was notified by the Russian

embassy that visas would be granted members of the seminar. The actual

granting of the visas was postponed upon one excuse and another. With
considerable trepidation we left New York without them. We were promised

they would be available in Paris.

Plane and hotel reservations and
our program in Russia had been ap-

proved by the Russian government.
Despite cables to Washington, New
York and Moscow the embassy in

Paris would not grant us visas. The
embassy and tourist service in Berlin

seemed no more cooperative. I sub-

gested that we get the Pan-American
Airways, from whom we had bought
cur tickets, to exert all the pressure

it could. I don't know whether or not

that helped. At ten minutes before

five the afternoon before we were
to leave Berlin the visas were given to

us with instructions to collect other

needed papers the next morning at

five. All twenty-six of us were at the

office in the Eastern sector of Berlin

at five A. M. We waited thirty min-
utes before the place opened up. At
the airport other permits which had
not been granted were demanded.
This was finally cleared up and break-

fast was ordered. Only one or two
of our group had been served when
we were told to enplane at once.

Although the Russian plane lacked
seat-belts and other safety devices

we were glad to be in the air. We
learned that various other people

never did get the visas they had under-
stood were promised. We concluded
that the U.S.S.R. planned from the

beginning to accept us, but was de-

termined to break our spirit, show
who was boss.

After we left East Berlin the at-

titude changed completely. We were
very well treated. Everything we
asked was granted. Like all other

things the travel agency and the
hotels are a part of the government.
The chief guide-interpreter of Intour-

ist was assigned to us. She worked
constantly to help us see what we
wanted to see and interview those

with whom we wanted to talk. As

individuals and small groups we
wandered all over Moscow and Lenin-
grad. The former is a city of nearly
seven million and the latter of nearly
tour million. We photographed every-
thing we wanted to without asking
anyone. No one examined our baggage
when we entered Russia or when we
left. There was nothing to indicate
that our mail was examined.
We were cordially greeted every-

where, in shops, on the streets and
in the subway. Mrs. Sloan and I drop-
ped into a crowded shop. A customer
asked if we were Poles. I answered,
"No. Americans". He grabbed my
hand in both of his and exclaimed
"Amerikanski! Amerikanski !" He
kissed Mrs. Sloan's hand. He seemed
so glad to see Americans. In his vol-

uble Russian the only word I recog-
nized was one repeated several times,
"Meer, Meer" ("Peace, Peace").
Other members of our party had
similar experiences.

The Russians are terribly afraid
of war. The last war cost them so
much. Leningrad was seiged for nine
hundred days by the Germans and its

people nearly starved. Yet they are
being told that the American govern-
ment, not the people, are planning
war to destroy the U. S. S. R. The
Russian government finds lots of
phony evidence that America is the
war-monger. It points out the large
percentage of our federal budget
assigned to the military in contrast
to the Russian budget. The figures
are quite misleading as they do not
take into consideration our state and
local budgets. Nor do they call at-

tention that all manufacturing and ail

constructron work in Russia are a
part of the national budget.

There is a bi-weekly publication put
cut in Moscow in seven languages, t

read three copies of the English

translation. I doubt if any intelligent

Russians take it seriously. As a class

Russians probably have never be-

lieved their rulers. They have always
been oppressed. They are afraid of

their government, but they always
have been. In some ways their con-
ditions today are better than ever
before. This is not true, however, of

the satilite countries which are being
bled to enrich Russia.

The Russian people feel that they
have freedom. It isn't what we call

freedom. They are allowed to go to
the opera or the movies, to the ex-

cellent recreation parks and athletic

fields. They may walk where they
wish or ride the beautiful and ef-

ficient subways. They may read any-
thing they find in the bookstores or
listen to whatever their radios bring
them. They do not know what is kept
from them. They have more freedom
than they ever had before. For the
time being that satisfies most of

them.

The government has used good
psychology with the common people.

Statues of laborers are found every-
where. Pictures of those who exceed
their quotas are found in factory en-

trances and published in the papers.

Schooling is provided "free" for all.

Those of outstanding ability regard-
less of how humble their parents are
sent on to the universities with all

expenses paid. People eat fairly well,

while they are told that many Ameri-
cans are dying of starvation. I don't

think we could properly use the word
"happy" in describing the Russians,
but among those we saw there is no
evidence of a spirit of rebellion — not
yet.

We were well treated in Russia
and had no fears. But every one of us
felt a sense of relief when our train

from Leningrad to Helsinki, Finland
passed through the Iron Curtain.

There was only a pause at the border
as the Russian passport inspector got
off and a Finish inspector got on. But
we were back in the land of the free.

- The United States is a new country,
comparatively speaking, but has a
rich and historic past. Tangible evi-

dence of this ties in its many historic

buildings, notably churches, which
are mute reminders that this is a
Christian nation, and one founded on
the principles of religious tolerance.
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What About Tomorrow?
Dr. Roy C. Helfenstein

"ACCORDING TO HIS PROMISE, WE LOOK FOR A NEW HEAVEN
AND A NEW EARTH, WHEREIN DWELLETH RIGHTEOUSNESS."

The world of today shows great improvement over yesterday. But what of

tomorrow? It can be far worse than today. Christians expect it to be far

better than it has ever been.

The old order of strife, hatred, war, and economic and industrial injustice,

greed and selfishness, pleasure madness, and sectarianism is to pass away. In
its place is to be a new order of co-operation, peace and good will among all

people. If this is to happen, and Christians believe that it will, then men
and women must cooperate with God, in the spirit of Christ, in building God's
kingdom on earth.

As the human body is made up of

many cells, so world order is made
of a multiplicity of individuals. Each
cell and each person is important, and
each must perform its function.

If every individual would follow the
leadership of the Man of Galilee, dedi-

cate himself to unselfish service to

his fellow man, then, like magic, the

world's ills would be healed. It is this

personal responsibility that will guar-
antee a good tomorrow.

There are three ways in which we
human beings can cooperate with God,
the Infinite, in His endeavor to make
a better world tomorrow. First, we
can share in waking the natural world
useful for mankind. God laid out the
hills, plains, and valleys as a great
challenge to man to learn his laws
and help to make fertile fields. Man
faw parched deserts and responded by
digging ditches for irrigation which
made the desert blossom as a rose.

God gave the wild Indian Maize, the
little potato, the sour grape, the crab
apple and the wild rose. Man working
with God has great fields of yellow
and white corn, big baking potatoes,

luscious Concord grapes and Winesap
rpples, and decorates his lawns with
American Beauty rosts. God placed
the coal, oil, and minerals deep in

the earth, but man working with God
has dug down and brought to light

these great treasuries which have
lightened burdens in a thousand ways.
But what value is all this if man

forgets God and loses his soul? "Why
build the systems glorious if man un-
builder be?" How much better off are
we than our forefathers, whose voices
could be heard only a few paces and
ours can circle the globe, if we have
nothing better to say than thay had?

It is not enough to believe that
something important happened in

Palestine two thousand years ago. We
need God today. Our eyes are toward
the future. It should be the faith of
every college graduate that the best
God has planned for mankind is yet
to be.

Tomorrow's world depends upon

what the young men and women of

today decide to do about it. The fate

of the future is held in the hands of

the present. Tomorrow depends upon
the fidelity, honor, love, ideas, sacre-

fices, ambitions, labors and conse-

crations of today. Young people of

today have the high privilege of lead-

ing humanity either to "The Land of

the Heart's Desire", or to "the fore-

boding depts of disillusionment and
remorse."

The greatest secrets in God's uni-

verse have not yet been discovered.

The greatest inventions have not been
conceived; the best books have not

been written; the best songs have
not been sung; the best pictures have
not been painted; the best planes are

in the future; the best fruits are yet

to be grown; the best curriculum is

yet to be fashioned; and the best ser-

mon is yet to be preached.

There are those who say that edu-

cation spoils people; that it makes
them unsocial, impractical and neglig-

ible. That depends upon the person
and the type of education.

Too little education may spoil even
the best type of person. But more
will bring him back to his senses. The
more people know the less they think

Ihey know because they realize how
much more there is to know.
"A little learning is a dangerous

thing.

Drink deep at learning's mystic
spring.

These shallow drafts intoxicate the

brain.

But drinking deeper sobers one
again."

Plato, the celebrated Grecian sage,

declared centuries ago that "the pur-

pose of an education is to give to the

body and to the soul all the beauty
and all the perfection of which they
are capable." Herbert Spencer said

"education is preparation for complete
living." Education is the same thing
that the lad, Jesus, experienced as
indicated in the words, "He developed
in body, mind and spirit."

Never before has so much money

been spent on education, and so many
people crowded into schools. Never
before was society so effeciently or-

ganized in promoting its program of

education. And yet never was the

value of education more in question.

Is education bringing education near-

er its moral and social goal? Is it

ushering in the Kingdom of God? Is

it building righteousness into the

character of people? Education may
be good, or it may be bad. That is

why in the future more and more em-
phasis will be placed on the"moral

quotient" rather than the "intelli-

gence quotent". Eugene Holman of

Standard Oil Company was right

when he said recently, "Unless we
have good people to handle the bricks

and steel and mortar, those who di-

rect the world's building are lost."

The day is coming when students

aspiring to graduate from any of our

standard high schools, colleges or

universities will be required to pass

satisfactory examinations on the

quality of ideas, kind of character

any kind of life they possess.

Out of his experience Lawrence
Dunbar gives a challenge to every

student graduating from college and
university as he faces the opportuni-

ties of tomorrow.

The Lord had a job for me one day.

But I had so much to do —
I said, "You get somebody else

Or wait till I get through."

I don't know how the Lord came
out,

Though he seemed to get along,

But I felt sorter-a-sneeking-like

—

'Cause I knowed I'd done wrong.

And then one day I needed the Lord
myself —

Needed him right away;
But he didn't seem to answer me.

But I could hear him say —
Down in my accusing heart —
"Nigger, I got too much to do —
You get somebody else, or

Wait' till I get through."

So now when the Lord has a job

for me,

I never tries to shirk,

I drops whatever I has on hand
And does the good Lord's work

;

And my affairs can run along.

Or wait 'till I get through,

For nobody else can do the work
That God's marked out for you."

NOTE: The above is a resume of

the address given by Dr.

Helfenstein at the Elon
Commencement August 17.

Ed.
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Schools In India
As Seen By Doctor Riggs

Dear Friends of the Southern Convention:

You can call this the "educational number" of our monthly letter. Instead
of keeping myself buried in the strictly medical phases of village life here
this past month, I have accidentally started to get a picture of the school
system of the villages. It came about because I proposed to start a school
health service in all the nearby village schools, which would agree to it.

The service was to start with bi-weekly visits to each school to check students
who were under par, and treat scabies and other minor conditions.

The first thing I found out was
that there are a great many more
schools in the vicinity of Kilanjunai

than I had thought, and that nearly

all of them seem to be enthusiastically

accepting this service. I already have
agreements with two dozen schools,

and there are several more I have
not contacted yet — and don't dare
to because all my time is already

filled. I have also had to revise my
ideas about the various kinds of

schools there are here. (Of course
they are all elementary schools. The
nearest high school is eleven miles

away, but a new one is being built

in Salaigramam five miles away.) I

thought there were only two kinds of

elementary schools, lower-grade and
higher-grade. The first kind is small-

er and less well organized, and carries

its students only thru the first five

grades. The latter is larger, with
eight grades, better-trained teachers,

and a stricter schedule of school hours
?nd vacations. Last year I found that

the best cooperation in my typhoid
ii.nd eholera vaccination program
came from the four higher elementary
schools in the vicinity, three of which
were Catholic and one a private

school run by a Catholic man.

Most of the remaining schools

which I visited last week are of the

lower-grade type. These may be
"Board" schools, so-called because
ihey are run directly by the District

Board, the local unit of Government.
More of them are "Management"
schools, privately managed, but sub-

sidized by the local Government. All

of our Mission schools are of this

type, under the supervision of the

Kilanjunai pastor and with semi-

trained catechists as headmasters.

But I found there are two grades

of schools below this. One is the

"single-teacher" school, a special

classification established by the Cen-

tral Government in New Delhi year

before last, to bring education t o

villages that didn't have any, and give
employment to high-school graduates
who did not have teachers' training

and were otherwise vmemployed. An
example of this type of school is in

the village next to ours, where a
plucky young girl, educated and not
yet married, is coping with fifteen

or twenty assorted children single

handed, in the verandah of the home
of the richest man in the village

which he is lending as a site for the
first school in the history of that
village.

Of a still lower order is the "un-
approved" school, which gets no
government subsidy, because its

teacher is completely unqualified,

often barely literate himself. An ex-

ample of this was a group of children

meeting in the verandah of a local

Hindu temple-shrine on the edge of

EDWARD RIGGS

Kilanjunai P.O., via Salaigramam

Ramnad Dist., So. India

July 17, 1956

another village. Their teacher is a
man with double club-foot, and there-

fore useless for any other kind of

work. The children pay him a few
pennies a month as tuition. The only

teaching materials they have are the

letters of the alphabet and a few
l)roverbs and maxims, inscribed on
strips of palm leaves strung together

on a grass rope, which the children

handle like a rosary and chant off in

unison all day long — the ancient and
traditional type of village learning.

One poor little fellow I found was
stone deaf and I couldn't make him
understand my questions at all. I

asked his father if he would under-

stand if I wrote the questions down,
and he said, "Oh no, of course not.

He has been going to this school for
two years now, but he hasn't learned
anything, because he can't hear what
is going on." ! !

!

The lower the classification of a
school the more irregular the atten-

dance — of teacher more than pupils.

In the "unapproved" type, the child-

ren may often be found at school

chanting away by themselves while

the teacher is in a tea shop drinking
tea. Only the highest type, the higher-

grade elementary schools, dare to

keep open thru the growing and har-

vesting seasons, because their stu-

dents are the children of the richest

villagers, who can hire outsiders as

field hands. But even these schools

have holiday policies that sometimes
startle us with our western ideas.

Last Monday happened to be a partic-

ularly auspicious day for weddings,
according to the astrologers, so many
of the schools were closed altogether,

and many teachers absent from other
schools, all because various relatives

of these teachers were getting mar-
ried. One of the weddings was here
in Kilanjunai and I attended it, in

our church. Despite all the Indian
features mentioned, I found that the

wedding service itself was a direct

translation from the one in the
Church of England Prayer Book, with
not a word of deviation!

Another wedding I attended" in

another capacity, a couple of days
later, was on an emergency call to

treat one of the guests at a big and
fancy affair at a village eight miles
away, where all of high society of the
surrounding area had been invited.

Since I was just about to start off for

a leprosy clinic in exactly the opposite

direction when I got the emergency
call, and since the family who called

happened to have enough money, T

took advantage of the presence of

Dr. Martin and the jeep, and rented
the jeep for the trip instead of going
by cycle. The jeep had to go by a
roundabout route, twelve miles each
way instead of eight, but it got there,

easily and quickly and effortlessly,

a convincing demonstration in every
way of the advantages of motorized
transportation for my work in this

dry season. The only catch was that

the trip cost the e(iuivalent of $3.80,

a sum which that family happened
to be able to pay but which practic-

ally no one else in the country-side

would have been able to meet, least

of all myself if multiplied by all the

trips I would be making per year
if I went to all my clinics and calls

8 The Christian Sun



Reminders For Women
Emily C. Lester

THE EXECUTIVE BOARD of the

Southern Convention Women's Fel-

lowship has been called to meet on
Labor Day, September 3, at Frank-

Imton Center, Bricks, North Carolina.

If there are suggestions any woman
in the Southern Convention has for

the Board to consider in any field

of our work, please send them to me,

or to any other officer.

THE THANKS OFFERING COM-
MITTEE, whose job it will be to re-

commend a Thank Offering project

tor the coming year, is composed of

Mrs. Carl Monroe, 1506 Garland
Drive, Greensboro, N. C. ; Mrs Jack
Alkin, Great Bridge Station, Route
3, Norfolk, Va. ; and Mrs. Dewey Dof-
flemyer. Route 2, Elkton, Va. The
committee will also recommend whe-

ther we trv the u'^e of boxes in wh'ch

to place our Thank Offering another

bv ieen instead of cycle. The jeep

loses out as an answer to the needs

of this area on purely economic
grounds!
Another gadfr^t of modern civili-

zation that would be extremely useful

here but must be crossed off the list

lor the same reason i s an x-ray
machine for T. B. case-finding. I

finally got a quotation on the latest

tvpe of equipment for mass radio-

graphy, complete with generator for

electricity, and found that it would
cost only around $17,000!!! I figured

that for the same amount I could

give a preventive course of isoniazid

to nearly twelve thousand adult vil-

lagers in this area, or over twice as

many children. Of course there would
be the question of whether twelve
thousand villagers could be persuaded
to take pills regularly to prevent
something they don't have, without
the aid of the glamor and propaganda
value of a mass x-ray campaign. On
the other hand, the $17,000 would
only be the beginning of my expenses
if I had an x-ray. To use the machine
and take the pictures, one would need
film and developing chemicals — and
gasoline for the generator. And then
the discovered cases would certainly

need free supplies of drugs for treat-

ment; otherwise just "discovering"
them would be of no use at all. So
we have to put that scheme down as
another of the advantages of modern
civilization that the Kilanjunai area
will just have to get along without,
for the present!

year, or whether we should revert to

the svstem of one offering in Novem-
ber. If you have any suggestions for

this committee, please let some mem-
ber of it know.

INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS
comes in September in many of our

local groups, in order to be ready

for the beginning of the conference

year in October. PROGRAM COM-
MITTEES also need to be hard at

work preparing a well-rounded pro-

gram of activities for the local fellow-

ship for 1956-57. A YEAR-BOOK can

be a real help to members, keeping

them informed as to place and date

and hour of meetings, as well as list-

ing members, giving a picture of the

study for the year, and including

other useful information.

FALL CONFERENCES you will

be receiving detailed information

about from your conference president.

We will be expecting a record attend-

ance at Reidsville on October 2, at

Holland on October 4, and at New
Hope on October 5.

THANK OFFERING BOXES will

be dedicated at a service some time

in November. A program for this

occasion is in your packet. Let us not

miss the opportunity to make this

"ingathering" a time of spiritual

growth and of reward of our sense

of stewardship.

Fellowship Sunday
For several years the Laymen's

Fellowship has been observing a Sun-

day in October as "Laymen's" Sun-

day." Now the women are to have
a special day — Sunday, November 4

has been set apart by our denomin-
ation as "Women's Fellowship Sun-

day."

Lillian Gregory, our executive sec-

retary says about it, "What an ex-

cellent opportunity we now have to

set forth the real concerns of Chris-

tian women, our total program and
work. Since the following Sunday is

Stewardship Sunday in many of our
churches, it would be well to explain

the projects of The Woman's Gift

(Thank Offering to us), and our pro-

gram of Stewardship. The Missions
Council Calendar Service will give

special attention to this day, with a
bulletin highlighting the Women's
Fedlowship."

Those who are now planning pro-

grams for the year will want to in-

clude November 4 as the time for the

public service in their church. You
may wish to dedicate the Thank
Offering boxes at this service, per-

haps receiving an extra offering to

add to the amount in the boxes for

scholarships for Indian Americans.

Or you may wish to present the work
of the different departments of the

Women's Fellowship, locally, Con-
vention-wide, and nationally.

The women were organized long

before the men in our area, but the

men have been ahead of us on a time

denominationally when they "took

over" the church service. Let's show
them that we can do a good job with
this special day.

P. S. — Of course, one group in

a church does not "announce" to the

minister that they want to "do" the

service on a certain Sunday. Plan
with your minister to see if it would
be convenient for the women to share

in the service on November 4, for him
to speak on an appropriate topic, or

whatever you may decide together

will be the best for your church group.

A recent bulletin from Rev. Lillian

Gregory, national executive secretary,

asks that extra copies of the NAT-
IONAL FELLOWSHIP MANUAL be
mailed to her at 19 South LaSalle

Street, Chicago 3, Illinois. The supply
is exhausted, new organizations are

constantly asking for copies, and she
will be glad to have any extra ones
she can locate. Hint: This Manual
was in last year's packet. Please do
not discard it, but pass it on to the

next president. Incidentally, Miss
Gregory will welcome suggestions as
to ways you think the Manual could

be improved.

Miss Gregory also reminds leaders

of the importance of observing
WORLD COMMUNITY DAY on Nov.
2, when "Human Rights" will be em-
phasized and clothing for men and
boys brought to the meeting of

planning for NATIONAL WOMEN'S
FELLOWSHIP SUNDAY ( s o m e-

thing new!) on November 4; of shar-

ing in the observance of Stewardship
Sunday on November 11 (she sug-
gests that our women, fully equipped
to serve with our laymen, could spell

the difference between a pittance or

a tithe for Our Christian World Mis-
sion ) ; and the Mid-Winter Meeting of

our denomination to be held at Buck
Hill Falls, Pennsylvania, January
26-31.
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The Homemaker Have You Heard

This One?
One of the devotional guides that

I use in my daily devotions is using

only laymen in its current issue.

Quite a number of these are women.

Each one of these writers names his

business or profession. The page is

often written by a doctor, often by

o lawyer, often by a business man,

and quite often by a woman. I note

that many of these sign after their

name the word "homemaker." That

does not mean that she is a carpenter

by any means. Probably in most cases

the house in which she lives was built

long before she was born. The title

that she gives herself in the word in

Question means infinitely more than

any such thing as the use of lumber,

fcaw, hammer, and such things. It has

reference to something that you can-

not touch with the hand or appraise

in dollars. When a man and woman
marry and begin to live together, they

engage in what is often called pro-

creation. They begin to bring children

into the world, and the place in which

they live becomes a sort of trinity —

•

mother, father and child, and there

grows up in this group as such, what
ihe French call an "esprit de corps,"

or the spirit of the body. This so-

called "spirit of the body" is more
than any one of these possesses singly.

It is more than can be imagined by
combining the three spirits into one.

Something new and unknown any-

where else in the universe is born and

develops from day to day. When, later

on, other children come, this "esprit

de corps" takes on new qualities

which cannot be defined or described.

This group and the spirit that pre-

vades, that hallows, and that develops

it from day to day, from year to year

we call for the want of a better name,

"the home circle". For a child to grow
up without this — call it what you

will — is tragic. For men and women
to marry, begin and develop the in-

stitution that I am trying to suggest

without thought, without prayer,

without earnest, careful and per-

sistent attention to its details, to its

fundamental purpose, and to its

fruitage is to fail of the foundation

principle of living. And the woman
here is such a main factor in the

business that she may well sign her

name "homemaker". Through my long

life and ministry I have seen so many

women with a house full of children,

and have witnessed as to how they

carry on with such signal and fruitful

success that I am tempted sometimes
to say that she is the main factor

all the way in this delicate and infin-

itely important business. Shall w e

educate our women? Who would raise

such a question in the light of what
has been said? Shall we furnish the

home circle with the best of reading

matter? Shall we institute, maintain
and keep going a family altar in each

such circle? Shall we take the church,

its pastor, its fellowship as our part-

ners in this sacred task? Shall we
cultivate acquaintance with the enter-

prises of the Kingdom of God as a

part of the discipline of this home
circle? Surely to raise these questions

is to answer them and even to under-

score heavily our answers. Through
most of my almost ninety years I

have been actively connected with one

of North Carolina's great colleges.

For a good many years I have felt

that I could tell with almost unmis-
taken accuracy the kind of home that

V. young person has come from in

a very short time after he or she

enters my classes.

God bless our "homemakers"

!

Wake Forest, N. C. W. R. Collom

NEW MEMBERS added at Wake
Chapel through July 30 of this Con-
ference year have numbered twenty
four. The Rev. Earl T. Farrell is the

pastor.

PROCTOR

In the quiet of the night of June 2(3,

19.5(i, the Death Angel came and took

away one of our most belovetl anil faith-

ful members and co-workers, Mrs. Zelma
Wicker Proctor.

Therefore be it resolved:

First, that while our hearts are sad
and we feel keenly the loss of her wise
counsel and able leadership, we bow in

humble submission to God's will. We
shall long- remember her sincerity tire-

less devotion to the work of the King-
dom, and her Christ-like spirit. She gave
generously of her time and means to

church and community projects as well

as to those less fortunate than herself.

Rev. William L. Bennett, supply

minister at our church in Winter
Park, Florida, while the pastor. Dr.

Louis Schulz is on vacation, used the

following illustration in his sermon
on August 12 entitled "Facing the

Unforseen."
"A number of years ago on an

estate in Scotland there lived a boy
with ambitions to be a doctor. His

father was the gardener on that es-

tate, and as the boy worked there he

thought and dreamed of the day when
he would be a physician. But his

father did not have money to give

him the necessary education, and it

seemed as if his dream would be

unfulfilled.

"There came to this estate a family

for a visit. The son went swimming
in the pond, was seized with cramps,

and was about to drown. The gar-

dener's son saw his struggles, jumped
in the pond to help him, and saved

his life.

"The parents of the almost-drowned

boy called in the gardener and his

son and told the father that they were

so appreciative of what the boy had
done in saving their son's life that

they wanted to do something for him.

The father replied that the boy had
not done it for reward, hesitated a

bit, and then told them of his son's

dream to become a doctor. The grate-

ful parents immediately offered to

provide the necessary education.

"That boy who saved another's

life long ago has saved many lives

since. Today he is Sir Alexander
Fleming, the discoverer of penicillin.

And the boy whose life he saved —
why, he is Winston Churchill!"

We would say with the poet, "She is

not gone, she is just away".
Second, we extend to her family and

other loved ones our sincere sympathy
and commend them to the love of God
whom she served so devoutly.

Third, that a copy of these resolutions

be sent to the family, a copy to THE
CHRISTIAN SUN for publication, a
copy to the Ladies' Aid Society, a copy
to the Women's Fellowship and a copy
to the Hart Bible Class of the Congre-
gational Christian Church of Sanford
to be placed on record.

Respectfully submitted,

Mrs. Martin Wicker,
Mrs. Earnest Kennedy,
Mrs. Effie Covert.

Sn jHemoriam
"Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord."
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Strength Through Trial
Memory Selection : Blessed is the man that endureth temptation ; for when he

is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised

to them that love him. James 1:12.

Background Scripture: Matthew 4:1-11; James 1.

Devotional Reading: Ephesians 6:10-20.

A FAITH FOR TOUGH TIMES

The people to whom James wrote

were having a rough and tough time.

They had been scattered by persecut-

ion, and they were being subjected

to discriminatory practices, oppres-

sion, persecution, hardship. There was
danger that they might lose heart,

and fall away from the faith. Thus
it was that this man of wise mind,

and sympathetic heart, wrote them
a word of encouragement and inspir-

etion, as well as of practical suggest-

ions for living the Christian life. His

Epistle is one of the earliest of the

New Testament writings. It reads

E'omewhat like the Sermon on the

Mount. It is still good reading for

Christians today.

STRENGTH IN THE TIME
OF TEMPTATION

James has some interesting, and help-

ful things to say about temptation.

He says in the first place that temp-
tation does not come from God. "Let
Ro man say, when he is tempted, I

am tempted of God; for God cannot

be tempted with evil, neither temp-
teth he any man. "God tests his child-

ren; he does not tempt them. Temp-
tation comes from the lusts of the

flesh and the devil. "Every man is

tempted when he is drawn away of

his own lust, and enticed." It is both
untrue and blasphemy to say that

God tempts us. God tempts no man.

In the second place James says that

temptation has disciplanary and de-

velopmental functions. They are a

means of developing moral and spirit-

ual strength. No temptation, no char-

I
acter. No stress, no strength. Just

' as an athlete has to deny himself

and discipline and develop himself if

he is to take part in a contest, just

so does the Christian have to dis-

cipline and deny himself if he is to

develop character. Let no man give

way to self-pity or self-resignation

in the face of temptation and trials;

let him accept them, face them, and
use them to develop character. As
Maltie Babcock puts it: "Shun not

the struggle, face it, 'tis God's gift."

Finally James says that there is

joy in overcoming temptation. "Bless-

ed is the man that endureth temp-
tation; for when he is tried he will

receive the crown of life, which the

Lord hath promised to them that love

him." The ancient had a quaint belief

that when a man conquored or killed

his enemy, the strength of his enemy
became his. There is a great truth
here. Every battle won against temp-
tation makes one stronger and helps

him in his battle against his next
temptation. And of course the gospel

is that God will help us in our strug-

gles against temptation. He is faith-

ful and will not suffer us to be temp-
ted above that which we are able to

bear.

LIGHT IN THE TIME
OF CONFUSION

"If any of you lack wisdom, let

him ask of God, that giveth liberally

to all men. . . . and it shall be given

him." This does not mean, of course,

that the student who does no studying
can ask God at the last minute to

give him the right answers to the ex-

amination questions. Nor does it

mean that we will never make any
mistakes in business deals or other-

wise. But it does mean that God
guides those who will be guided, and
that he will give a wisdom which is

not of books or of this world, to

those who ask in sincerity and in de-

votion. This wisdom comes from God.
He will do well to ask God for it.

There is a condition. We must ask
in faith. We must be willing to follow

the truth as God reveals it to us.

If any man will do God's will, he
shall know, said Jesus. God guides
those who will be guided. He gives

SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON

AUGUST 26, 1956

By Rev. H. S. Hardcastle, D.D.

Pastor of Berea and Oakland

Congregational Christian

Churches, Chuckatuck, Va.

wisdom to those who ask in faith,

nothing doubting. But be careful how
you ask for this wisdom. You must
trust God with no inward reservat-

ions, or without mental reservations

in our minds. We must be sincere. He
who wills to do shall know.

AN EVEN KEEL IN THINKING

"Don't get stuck up" says the

brother of our Lord. A rich man can
soon lose his money and be brought
low. A poor man may be highly
honored and become exalted by his

character and his service. "Let the
brother of low degree rejoice in that
he is exalted, but the rich in that he
is made low." —thus writes this wise
vnd good man. The rich man, who
is likely to be proud and conceited,

needs to be brought down into a state

of humility, while the poor man needs
to be lifted up into a sense of his

dignity and worth, and of his real

security, which is not in uncertain
riches. One point to be noticed is

that both men are tempted. The rich

and the poor alike are tempted. Both
on occasion are called upon to suffer.

Both must achieve character — it

cannot be given to them. And the
poor man has just as much chanco
to develop character as the rich man,
and the rich man has just as nard
a time in developing character as the
poor man. Indeed in some aspects it

is more difficult for a rich man to

develop character than it is for a
poor man. Jesus, the brother of James
himself said, "How hardly shall they
that have riches enter into the king-
dom of heaven!" Or "How hard it

will be for those who have riches to

enter the kingdom of God!" This is

not to put a premium on poverty, nor
to condemn wealth as such. It is to

say that no man is to think of him-
self more highly than he ought to

think, nor is he to think more humbly
than he ought to think. "Let every
man think with sober judgement, each
according to the measure of faith

which God has assigned to him," as
the Revised Standard Version has
it.

THE GREAT AND GOOD GIVER

"Every good gift and every per-
fect gift is from above, and cometh
down from the Father of lights. . .

."

"How marvelous are Thy works O
God, how great is the sum of them."
In wisdom and love has He created
them all. He daily loadeth us with
benefits and of His goodness there is

no end.

Amen.
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GodlinessGoodforTwoWorlds
Paul, the great apostle and author of several books of the New Testament

— Letters to the Churches he had founded — wrote to a young preacher,

Timothy: "Train yourself in godliness; for while bodily training is of some
value, godliness is of value in every way, as it holds promise for the present

life and also for the life to come." (I Timothy 4:7-8. R.S.V.

)

Concerning the value of "godli-

ness," it is interesting to note these

three translations: The King James
version reads: "Godliness is profit-

able unto all things." Mofatt uses

the word "religion" instead of "god-

liness" and says: "Religion is of ser-

vice in all directions." And the Re-

vised Standard Version, as above,

reads: "Godliness is of value in every

way."

Whether we use the word "god-

liness" or "religion" we know it

means living according to God's will,

as it is revealed in the Scriptures and

especially as in the life o f Jesus

Christ. If we live thus, Paul tells us,

we are "more than conquors" in this

life and become spiritually prepared

for the life to come.

Some 1900 years ago the world's

greatest Christian, theologian, and

ambassador for God, the apostle Paul,

£;aid: "Godliness is of value in every

way."

Look who's saying it today: Our
leading health authorities, and the

F. B. I., our authority on crime, —
just to mention two important fields

of service.

For some time now, our authorities

on health have been telling us that

much of the illness today, physical

and mental, has a spiritual basis.

Many are in hospitals because of a

feeling of frustration, anxiety or guilt,

the result of a lack of a satisfying

religious experience. In one of his

Letters to his churches, Paul gives

this formula for a happy life: "Have
no anxiety about anything, but in

everything, by prayer and suppli-

cation with thanksgiving, let your
requests be made known to God. And
the peace of God which passes all

understanding, will keep your hearts

and your minds in Christ Jesus."

(Philippians, 4:6-7. R. S. V.).

Put in fewer words it is this : Worry
£.bout nothing, pray about everything
and give thanks to God.

The increase in crime among our

youth is a serious matter today. Mr.
Hoover, of the F. B. I., reported:

"Nearly one-half of the persons ar-

rested for crimes against property
involved people who were under 21
years of age." While the home, the

church, and the school may each come
in for its share of blame for the moral
instability of many of our young
people, no one will dispute Mr.
Hoover's opinion that much of the

blame is to be found in a lack of

a religious atmosphere in the home.

No, they do not use the exact words
of the Bible, "Godliness is of value

in every way," but, as leaders in

their respective fields, they do say

that religion has a great influence in

promoting health and in preventing

crime. With our over-crowded prisons,

there ought to be a lesson here for us.

It is difficult to convince the world

at large that "godliness ( religion j

is profitable — that it really pays

in every way to be religious — to

strive to live according to God's will.

Having no strong convictions about

spiritual things and the life to come,

many feel that they must grab all

they can from the present life, and
their motto is: "One world at a time."

This usually means they are deter-

mined to live here according to their

cun inclinations and desires— regard-

less of whether their conduct is in

harmony with moral law and the will

of God. The result is that their lives

are a failure for both worlds — the

present life and the life to come.

God wants us to make a success

of both worlds, which means living

the present life according to His re-

vealed will, and then we are pre-

pared for the life to come. Somehow,
many seem to think that God's way
of life for us is a sort of "kill-joy,"

but, instead of being a way of "joy

robbing," it is a way of "joy-giving."

A man once remarked to another,

"I hear that you have given up all of

your pleasures and joined the
church." His reply was, "No, I have
given up my follies and found my
pleasures." The world is slow to

learn that God forbids only those

things which are detrimental to our

welfare, but many, it appears, have

not gone beyond the little boy who
said, "If it weren't for God and the
policeman I could have a good time."

It has been said that God has cre-

ated a world that is "geared to right-

eousness." Only as our lives are

"geared to righteousness," — right

living, can we make a success of life

here and hereafter. Any other way of

life means tragic failure. And as we
seek a solution of the difficult, baf-

fling problems before a troubled

world, we know that "godliness," the
Christian way of life, offers the only
solution.

(Ashland, Va.). H. H. Smith, Sr.

Home
In his great poem, "The Death Of

The Hired Man," Robert Frost gives

two informal definitions of home. In

one place Frost says, "home is the
place where, when you have to go
there they have to take you in."

Again he says home is "something
you somehow haven't to deserve."

Both may be accurate but the latter

is more appealing.

Home is a number of entities, com-
pounded of obligations to the building
and loan and love. It is a hotel and
a boarding house and more recently a
television lounge. It is a barber shop
and a beauty parlor, a three ring

circus, and infirmary, a kindergarten,
and a mecca for bill collectors. It is

where the heart and the treasure lie,

and it i s a temperamental beauty
whom the plumber courts so assid-

uously and fondly.

It is a tender forget-me-not glued

in the memory book of the tax man,
and it is a place where, when you
get the bellyache, somebody has, per-

force, to listen to your grief. It is

also a place in which a man can solve

all the political problems of the nation

while he is dolefully attempting to

figure out some means of placating

the butcher. It is a forum of many
speeches, admonitions, and advise-

ments.

There is usually present an enor-

mously wise woman and a man who
could do better if he tried and may
do so next week. It is a zoo and an
excellent place to keep lizards and
snakes. It is laughter and Tears and
above all else the best off places to

get in out of all sorts of weather,

inner and outer weather. ,

—Raleigh News-Observer
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Elon College Reporting
L. E. Smith, President

Recently I read an article in which the story was told of a man who
narrowly averted an accident at a strret crossing. In less than two hours

time he had the same experience. The following day an automobile came near

getting him at a street crossing. He was always looking in the wrong
direction. With the third experience, he said to a friend, "Should I be killed

in an automobile accident, the proper epitaph to put on my tombstone would
be 'He died looking the wrong way.'

"

As I am reminded of the exper-

iences which Elon College has had in

the last twenty-five years, perhaps
this story would be apropos for some
of our church people, alumni and
friends. All through the years we have
been looking and hoping that some
individual of great wealth or some
benevolent foundation would give
our college large sums of money.
Money in large amounts has not come
and is not likely to come until we
as individuals, church members,
alumni and friends express our con-
tinued interest in our college by con-
tributions in amounts comparable to

our ability. Elon has been struggling
along at an unprecdented rate simply
because too many of us have been
looking the wrong way. We need to

look within our own selves to dis-

cover our loyalty and our individual
ability to give our college the support
that it needs and must have if it is

to continue on its way of progress
and efficiency. What Elon needs today
more than anything else is its con-
stituencey to broaden the base for

support. We should continue to look
tor large contributions, but as we look
we should make sure that we, all of
us, make our contributions as gener-
ously and as frequently as possible.

Elon College is facing a new year
with new facilities, new faculty mem-
bers, new students and a new spirit.

Together we can build without serious
difficulty the kind of institution that
we have dreamed and planned for all

through the years. I am sure that
no one will turn a deaf ear to the
college's appeals or close his hands
against needed contributions.

APPORTIONMENT GIVING

As the weeks come and go the total

amount of contributions from our
Sunday schools and churches for our
college increases constantly — not
too rapidly, but always an increase.

We have a good report this week
which brings our total for the year
to $14,518.92. This sounds very good,

but it is a long way from $.36,000, the
total amount apportioned. The time is

short; only a few more months and
the church year will come to a close.

Has your church paid its apportion-
ment in full? If so you are happy
and institutions and causes of our
convention are happy. Let every
church make sure that its apportion-

ment is paid in full.

Previously Reported: $13,010.71

Eastern North Carolina
Conference
Morrisville $ 9.16

Henderson 300,00

Hope Mills 3.2.'5

Mt. Auburn 13.13

Raleigh 26.40
Eastern Virginia

Conference
Bethlehem (Disp) 26.00

Centerville 32.00
Christian Temple 92.60
Little Creek 11.00
Holland 121.00
Liberty Spring 24.00
Richmond, First 100.00
Bethlehem (Nans) 34.16
Newport News 27.86
Oakland 35.00
Windsor 22.04

North Carolina and
Virginia Conference
Asheville 20.00
Burlington, Bev. Hills 29.00
Greensboro, First 50.69
Happy Home 20.29
Pleasant Grove 50.00
Lynchburg 15.50

Berea 44.00
Apple's Chapel . 21.00
Union (N. C. ) 73.00

Western North Carolina
Conference:

Brown's Chapel 65.00
High Point, First 25.00
Pleasant Grove 25.00
Seagrove 7.50

Shiloh 12.00

Zion 90.00

Virginia Valley

Conference:
Beulah 7.00

Winchester 10.00
Antioch 18.07

Linville 38.50

Wood's Chapel 9.00

TOTAL: $1,508.21
GRAND TOTAL: $14,518.92

Yankton College
A letter from Ralph J. Hoffman,

Superintendent of the Congregational
Christian Conference of South Da-
kota, gives some interesting infor-

mation concerning Yankton College.
After calling attention to Moderator
Coe's reading at the Omaha General
Council a list of colleges started by
the Congregational Christian church-
es, he continues in this fashion:
"Yankton College was mentioned

twice: once as Yankton College, and
again as the Yankton College of The-
ology.

"That same day at the Seminar on
Christian Higher Education, Yankton
College's service to our Church was
spelled out. Among the colleges which
are serving best, one had last year
in its student body fifteen (15),
another seventeen (17), Yankton Col-
lege fifty five (55) prospective Con-
gregational ministers.

"That is why Yankton College has
been called 'the most Congregational
College in America'.

"That same day the Home Board
voted a gift of $25,000, contingent
upon Yankton raising $60,000 addit-
ional.

"Since May 15 our friends have
given $42,000. There remains $18,000
yet to go to do our $60,000 part.

"Because agricultural South Dakota
is burned up for the second year with
a great drought — because our nat-
ural constituency has now given to
its limit — I appeal to you.

"Please, friend, send us a gift, as
your heart and means permit."

According to the YEAR BOOK of
Congregational Christian Churches,
the South Dakota Conference has
17,035 members, which is about one
half the membership of the Southern
Convention. It is interesting to know
how they support their college in

comparison with our support of Elon.

And it just could happen that some-
one reading this will want to send
a gift to Yankton, the college where
Dr. Howard Bozart, a former pastor
at Elon, it teaching. Dr. Adrian Ron-
dileau is the president, and the college
is located at Yankton, South Dakota.
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Prayer Aids Orphanage
John G. Truitt, Supt.

Just before I stepped outside my office door today I knelt before the

closed door to offer a brief word of thanks to God for work to do and for

the joy of doing it. I asked his blessings on the things I had tried to do.

As I opened my eyes to arise I saw a little dusty barefoot track right there

on the floor.

That little footprint meant some-
thing to me. For one thing it meant
my floor was dusty. For another it

was headed out, in the same direct-

ion I was going. As I looked at that

little footprint I saw that it was
firmly imprinted and that the instep

was high, the arch good, and most
likely the one who made it stepped

happily forth.

It was a little track. Just like yours

or mine was years ago. Pleasant

happy paths lay before us. Around
us were loving parents. On the paths

of many of us shown the light of

praying parents. We went forth for

many an adventure with our hearts

light and our minds eager and un-

hampered by tragedy. I am reminded

of a line in Psa. 31:8, "Thou hast

set my feet in a large room". And
the room has enlarged year after year
— first the little space about the old

home, then the neighborhood, the

church, the school. Like Finnegan's

turnip "it grew and it grew".

Until now I may offer friendship

and love, and, by your help, home
find guidance to little folks who have

been impoverished and tragically set

upon by the ways of fate. Yes, as I

knelt there I saw that little dusty

imprint of a child's foot. It was dusty

with the good, sunshiny dust of pleas-

ant paths and happy surroundings.

That little track will go unto sweet

rooms, to the table of good food and
to the places of play and prayer and
song. Here will be learned that God's

word is a lamp to their feet and a

light upon their path.

I closed my eyes once more and
added thanks that I do not work
alone; thanks that an understanding

and efficient staff works with me;
thanks that these children themselves

help each other, the older the younger
and the younger the older; thanks
that an interested church and many
interested friends are glad to invest

a part of their earnings in the lives

of these little children; and that our
heavenly Father guides and blesses

in his unerring love. "Little feet, be

careful where you take me to". May

we both be going in the same direct-

ion, namely to a life of humble serving
and great devotion to God.

When the Gregorian calendar was
substituted in England for the Julian

calendar the adjustment occasioned

the loss of January and February and
the first 24 days of March 1751.

The first Bible printed in the

United States was in the Indian lan-

guage in 1663. . . the whole Bible has
been translated into English, or re-

vised 50 times. . . when the Revised

New Testiment appeared in 1881 it

was printed in its entirety in the Chi-

cago Times and Tribune.

REPORT FOR AUGUST 15, 1956
SUNDAY SCHOOLS MONTHLY OFFERINGS

Amount brought forward — .$12,284.36

Eastern North Carolina Conference
Hope Mills $ 5.00

Turner's Chapel 92.00 $ 97.00

Eastern Virginia Conference
Berea (Nans), S.S. - 45.46

Oakland, S.S 15.00

Waverly 30.00

Windsor, S.S. _ 10.00 100.

North Carolina and Virginia Conference
Asheville — Special 100.00

Burlington, Bev. Hills 21.00

Greensboro, First 44.63

Happy Home, S.S 56.65

Hebron, S.S 10.00

Pleasant Grove 30.00

Lynchburg 6.00

Western North Carolina Conference
High Point, First 20.00

Pleasant Grove 15.00

Seagrove 5.50

Zion 30.00

268.2'8

70.50

Virginia Valley Conference
Linville, S.S. 22.00

Wood's Chapel, S.S. 9.00 31.00

Total $ 567.24

Grand Total $12,851.60

SPECIAL OFFERINGS
Amount brought forward $19,498.04

Philathea Class, Reidsville Cong. Christian Church $30.00

Woman's Aux., Holland Christian Church 5.78

Wake Chapel Missionary Fellowship 20.00

Wachovia Bank & Trust Co. (dividend) 45.00

Kraft Charity Fund (for coupons) 11.10

Women's Missionary Society, Auburn Christian Church .... 15.00

Mary Sue Brittle S.S. Class Bethlehem (Nans) Church .... 5.00

Women's Christian Fellowship, Hendersonville Church 5.00

In Memory of Dr. Hobart Patterson 5.00

In Memory of Kenneth Mackenzie 10.00

Special Gifts 90.00

Total $ 241.88

Grand Total $19,739.92

Total for the Week $ 809.12

Total for the Year $32,591.52
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Every Member Canvass Clinics Guiding People In

Every Member Canvass Clinics

have been planned for the Southern
Convention the first two weeks of

September. They begin at 7:30 P. M.

These Clinics have been designed

to provide helps on how to improve
your church financial program. They
will feature: a display and brief ex-

planation of the newest tools and ma-
terials available, a presentation on the

basic purpose and function of the

Every Member Canvass, a brief out-

line of the Canvass, a discussion of

the problems involved and a question

period.

The persons responsible for secur-

ing funds for the local church should

all attend these Clinics. This is usually

the responsibility of one of the follow-

ing groups : trustees, deacons, finance

committee or canvass committee.

The total work of our churches
locally and through out the world de-

pends in part upon adequate re-

sources. The spiritual life of our
people is determined, to a large ex-

tent, by the motive, manner and
amount of their giving. Surely we will

do all in our power to prepare ade-

quately for such an important event.

These Clinics are sponsored by the

Stewardship committees of the Con-
ference and will be conducted by Fred
P. Register, Southern Convention Sec-

retary of Stewardship and Evangel-
ism.

The schedule is as follows:

September 3 — Norfolk, First, Nor-
folk. Virginia

September 3 — Suffolk Church.
Suffolk, Virginia

September 5 — Wakefield Church,
Wakefield, Virginia

September 6 — First Christian

Church, Burlington, N. C.

September 7 — Center Church,
South Boston, Virginia

September 8 — Hendersonville

Church, Hendersonville, N. C.

September 10 — Reidsville Church,
Reidsville, N. C.

September 11 — Liberty Church,
Henderson, N. C, RFD

September 12 — Hayes Chapel,

Garner, N. C.

September 13 — Grace's Chapel,

Sanford, N. C. RFD
September 14 — Bailey's Grove

Church, Asheboro, N. C.

September 15 — Pleasant Grove
Church, Bennett, N. C.

In American cemeteries in France,

England and Belgium, 30,880 soldier.s

of World War I are buried, and whose
names are known and appropriately

inscribed on monuments. Buried in the

three cemeteries are 1,289 soldiers of

that conflict whose names are not

known. It was from the inscription

written for the monument to tlies<^

unknown soldiers that the inscription

on the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier

m Arlington National Cemetary was
patterned.

The hourglass was a part of the

equipment of early churches in New
England, although infrequently se-

cond and third "glasses" were inflict-

ed upon the defenseless congregations.

Nathaniel Greene wrote at the time:

"We have a strong weakness in New
England that when we are speaking
we know how to conclude: we make
many ends before we can make an
end".

Their Giving
WARREN H. DENISON

"What shall I give?" Of course we
cannot tell any one how much he

should give, but we cannot stop there.

We are under obligation to create an

atmosphere in which one shall more

nearly come to a Christian decision.

It is easy to hand him a card of

percentages as a secular approach.
Such a commercial approach, to my
mind, does not meet our stewardship
responsibility for a spiritual chal-

lenge. It may be an easy way but not
a stewardship way to produce real

givers. Let it be remembered thai
those to whom we go are Christians,

church members. They have conscien-

ces and want to do right; they are
mtelligent and have good judgment;
they have a sense of duty to God,
family, others; but cares, business,

other responsibilities have rather
covered these up with the dust and
dirt of time. To me there seems to

come our high privilege to bring them
a spiritual appeal to a high steward-
.ship plane — such as thinking anew
what the Church means to them,
their family, community, world its

ministry, worship, training, etc.; such
as, that the Church primarily spells

the difference between heathenism
and a Christian civilizaticn; that too,

we are stewards, in partnership with
God, accountable ; also that the script-

ures teach from the first to last that
our giving is a religious act, a matter
of worship and that it is to be as the
"Lord prospered us."

A people who have no form of
religious worship, no word in their
language for God, or prayer, although
their vocabulary is so extensive that
it contains 35,000 words, live, not
in the heart of darkest Africa, but on
ihe archipelago off the coasts of Ar-
gentina and Chile. This vast myster-
ious area — Tierradel-Fuego — is

30,500 square miles, a little more than
one-half the size of North Carolina.

The word "amen" is considered by
most etymologists to be probably the
most widely-known word in human
speech. This is because the o 1 d
Hebrew expression is used in worship
by the Jews and Christians and, to

a lesser degree, by the Mohammed-
ans :

ErSLrac." MEMORIAL GIFTS

Dear Dr. Truitt:

Please accept the enclosed $ as a memorial gift

to the Christian Orphanage in memory of:

(NAME OF DECEASED) (CITY) (DATE OF DEATH)

(SURVIVOR TO BE WRITTEN) (ADDRESS)

Name

Address -.
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Build A Stronger, Richer Life

Worship Together Every Week
"Of all the dispositions and habits which lead to political prosperity,

religion and morality are indispensable supports. In vain would that man claim

the tribute of patriotism who should labor to subvert those pillars of human
happiness, those firmest props of the duties of men and citizens." — George
Washington. , -

That ringing declaration of faith by the first President of the United States

marks religion as the cornerstone of American democracy. Similar avowals
have been made by our presidents right down through history. In fact,

democracy is a system of government derived from basic religious principles.

But the pressures of this atomic age threaten to erode "those firmest props
of the duties of men and citizens." Not by direct attack, but through lethargy.

Not by open menace, but through indifference. If the terrible day of destruction

for these pillars of faith ever comes, it will be because here is what is happening
to the religious faith of some Americans:

70,000,000 Americans do not belong to any religious group.

80,000,000 Americans do not attend religious services regularly.

Nearly half of all American children do not receive regular religious education.

These disturbing statistics have been carefully assembled. Perhaps the most
alarming one of all is the large percentage of children who are growing up as

spiritual illiterates. Here is a grim and frightening preview of our citizens

of tomorrow unless parents face up to the full responsibilities for the total

education of their children. For as F.B.I. Director J. Edgar Hoover warns:
"The parents of America can strike a most effective blow against the forces

which contribute to juvenile delinquency, if our mothers and fathers take their

ciiildren to Sunday school and chui'ch regularly."

Fortunately, democracy has an inner spirit that rises to such challenges.

It rejoices in a strength that grows with mounting adversity. That spirit and
strength will be manifested throughout November by a nationwide movement,
under the sponsorship of lay men and women of all faiths, called the Religion

In American Life Program.

The program will focus on urging all Americans to attend regularly the

worship services of their choice. All activities will center around the theme:
"Build a stronger, richer life . . . worship together every week.'' Throughout
November that theme will penetrate across the nation by newspapers, television,

radio, billboards, car cards and magazines.

The RIAL program will seek to reach every home in the nation with this

appealing message. Each year American business, through The Advertising

Council, makes available a campaign of national advertising in support of the

program which has been estimated to be worth more than $6,000,000 if it were
purchased for a commercial product.

The real value of this effort will depend upon the specific and effective steps

taken in the local communities to get the advertising used to the best possible

advantage for the churches and synagogues.

Local religious leaders, and especially laymen, are urged to share in this

nation-wide attempt to bring religion close to all our people.

Foi further information write to:

RELIGION IN AMERICAN LIFE
300 Fourth Avenue

New York 10, New York
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Final Word To Class Of

1956
ELON SUMMER SESSION

L. E. SMITH, PRESIDENT

As you turn from the peace and quiet of this campus in its

time of unprecedented growth and expansion, you face a world
unsettled, disturbed and distraught; a world which has in deed
and truth become one world, so closely bound together that all

mankind is aware of the fear, tlie disturbance and distrust that

threaten the peace and security of every nation on earth. And
yet what a privilege to be a part of the present and a future

filled with such new ideas, new purposes, new inventions and
new discoveries — unborn possibilities destined to become actual

realities that will startle the world.

Elon College has earnestly and faithfully endeavored to help

you prepare for such an expanding future and the responsibilities

that await you.

May I remind you that in the long ago there came to earth a

man with new ideas and new ideais with a new and a living

way, who stalked across the face of his world. He left his foot-

prints in the sands of time and no despot however determined, or

army however great, or storm however fierce has yet been able

to obliterate or even dim them. They are still there. Men by
the hundreds and by the thousands dare walk in them today.

May you, the members of the graduating class of 1956, be

given the wisdom to find these footprints and the grace and
courage to walk in them. They lead to success in time, to joy

in living, and to eternal blessedness and peace which, after all, are

the true goals of life and of living.



The International

Congregational

Council

IN CHRIST, AND IN THE WORLD

MAX BROWN VESTAL

We do not live in this world alone —
There is God above, beyond, and under us.

There is our neighbor

in our hair,

around our necks,

and in our hearts.

God commands allegiance;

Our neighbor needs service;

We seek relief.

But there is no relief —
Until God's commands are answered in faith.

Our neighbor's needs are met in love.

And our own relief is forgotten in faith and lost in love.

Accepting God's love in faith

We are convinced that the Kingdom cannot be far away.

Failing to meet our neighbors' needs in love,

We are convinced that the Kingdom is not fully here.

With our hearts in Christ

And our feet in the world,

We walk with joy in the Kingdom we know.

And await with hearts that rejoice the Kingdom to come.

To the ancient sheep-raisers history

is indebted for one of the Bible's most
dramatic episodes. It is the story of

Joseph whose woolen coat of many
colors so aroused the jealousy of

his brothers that he was thrown
into a pit and later sold into bondage
in Egypt.

The President of the United States,

by tradition, is a civilian and hence
not permitted to wear a uniform rep-

resenting any branch of the national

service. He has a cabinet only by
custom established by President
Washington, the Constitution making
no provision for a cabinet.

The first proposal towards the for-

mation of an international association

of Congregational churches was made
in an article written in 1874 by Dr.

Hastings Ross in the American "Con-
gregational Quarterly". Discussion of

the idea led to the calling of a Council
in London in 1891, and of subsequent
meetings in Boston in 1899, in Edin-
burgh in 1908, in Boston in 1920, in

Bournemouth in 1930, in Wellesley in

1949, and in St. Andrews in 1953. The
Council took organized form in 1949,

when a permanent secretariat was
formed and offices opened in London.

Its present constituent members
are

:

THE AMERICAS:
The Congregational Christian

Churches of America; The Congre-
gational Unions of the Argentine and
Brazil.

GREAT BRITAIN:
The Congregational Unions of Eng-

land and Wales, Ireland, Scotland;

the Union of Welsh Independents.

THE COMMONWEALTH:
The Congregational Unions of

Australia and New Zealand, British

Guiana, Jamaica, South Africa.

EUROPE:
The Dutch Remonstrant Brother-

hood; the Free Church of Finland;

the Swedish Mission Covenant
Church.

The International Congregational

Council is also in fellowship with the

missions and churches established and
supported by the American Board and
Ihe London Missionary Society, and
such United Churches as have Con-
gregational links — the United
Church of Canada, the Church of

Christ in China, the Church of South
India, the United Church of North
India, the Church of Christ in Japan,

and the Church of Christ in the

Philippines.

The Kingdom of Nepal, an indepen-

dent Asian state situated in the Hima-
layan Mountains, is the only place in

the world where visitors must have

a special permit to enter.
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Leaders Look
At World Needs

Business Men
Chart College Aids

Twenty-five church laymen are launching a move to provide support for

the nation's 475 church related colleges.

With a Chicago newspaper executive as chairman, a group of business and
industrial labor, educational, and church leaders have organized a National
Committee of Churchmen for Church Colleges.

Milburn P. Akers, executive editor

of the Chicago Sun-Times, has been
named chairman. The vice-chairman
is J. Irwin Miller, board of Cummins
Engine Co., Columbus, Ind., Secretary
Treasurer is Hal Lainson of the But-
ton- Lainson Co., Hastings, Neb.

"The committee will not do any
money raising, as such, but sees its

task as one of creating a climate of

opinion that will encourage gifts to

churches and colleges," Mr. Akers
said. "To this end it expects to co-

operate with the Council for Finan-
cial Aid to Education, in fact finding
and research, and to provide leader-

ship that will enable colleges to work
together in programs designed to im-
prove the quality of public relation-

ships, fund raising, trustee leadership,

and internal life."

Specifically, the committee will seek
to rally the membership of the
churches to greater support of their

colleges, he added. It will also seek
to enlist additional men who will

pledge and actively support a pro-

gram of practical college assistance.

"Colleges will get the best leader-

ship only if men and women with the
broadest experience in business, the

professions, and public service give

time to their problems," Mr. Akers
commented.

He recalled that since their found-
ing more than 300 church-related col-

leges have gone out of existence or

been taken over by the state, and that
within the next ten years the country
faces "an enormous increase" in the
number of students going to college.

"The state institutions should not

be allowed to take all the load of the

expansion of college facilities this

horde of students will require," he
added. "Unless the church colleges

advance along with the state schools,

they are going to be offering a fading
voice in American culture. We cannot
let a materialistic outlook on life have
its way by default of a spiritual out-

look that faltered and withered be-

cause of neglect."

Abraham's Oak, near Hebron, i s

thought to be the oldest living tree

in the world. It is probably true that

it is not the very tree that shadowed
Abraham's tent, but the son or grand-

son of one of the famous oaks under
which the patriarch dwelt at the time.

The Druids worshipped it as a symbol
of the Supreme Being, and Vergil re-

referred to it as "Jove's own".

The 1956 summer national confer-

ence of Christian Rural Overseas Pro-

gram state directors and staff, repre-

senting 18 states, was held in

Memphis, Tennessee August 6-10.

Highlights of the meeting includ-

ed appraisal of overseas aid

programs through the churches by
poted ecumenical authorities, launch-
ing of the Mid-South CROP campaign
by government, farm, and church
leaders, and an important address by
Dr. Abdur Rahman Khan, of the Em-
bassy of Pakistan in Washington, D.

C. Dr. Khan brought greetings from
his nation and spoke on reciprocal

good will between the people of Pakis-

tan and the United States as express-

ed in voluntary foreign aid programs
and cultural interchanges.

Dr. and Mrs. Willard Jones, of the

Near East Christian Council, discuss-

ed problems of the Near East posed
by the near one million Arab refugees
who believe they can still go home.
The Jones told of awaking one morn-
ing to discover 60,000 persons had
arrived in the night to take refuge
in their village of 3,000.

Ohio CROP Co-Director Clyde
Rogers reported that "more than 615,

000 people are the minimum who will

be on relief in Korea for a long, long
time". The Rev. Mr. Rogers delivered
200 purebred pigs to Seoul in June at
which time he received expressions of
gratitude to the United States from
Dr. Syngman Rhee.

Among others addressing the con-
ference were National CROP Director
Albert Farmer, Mr. Shirley Smith,
secretary of the Public Relations So-
ciety of America, and Mr. Bill Fore-
man, public relations manager of the
National Cotton Council.

Attending the conference from
North Carolina were State CROP
Director Ralph Jacks and Mrs. Jacks,
find Miss Daphine Tippett, CROP Sec-
retary.

The Christian Rural Overseas Pro-
gram is an agency of the Protestant
Churches of America. Known as
CROP, the program has collected over
$21 million worth of food and fiber
gifts in the ten years of its existance
in community campaigns from coast
to coast. These gifts have been dis-

tributed to needy people in 52 nations
through their church agencies.

DATES TO REMEMBER
September 18-19 — Mission Board Meeting — Moonelon

Fall Conferences:

October 29-30 — Virginia Valley Central Conference, Linville, Va.

Mr. Clarence A. Phillips, President.

October 31-November 1 — Eastern Virginia Conference, Suffolk,

Va., Mr. M. B. Williams, President.

November 6— Eastern North Carolina Conference, Christian Light,

near Fuquay Springs, N. C, Rev. Carl Wallace, Pres.

November 7 — Western North Carolina Conference, Hanks Chapel,

near Pittsboro, N. C, Rev. L. M. Presnell, President.

November 8 — North Carolina & Virginia Conference, Hines
Chapel, near McLeansville, N. C, Dr. H. E. Robinson,
President.
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f;ditorials

Our Glorious Schools
Young America will soon return to school after a

summer vacation. Millions of boys and girls from the

homes of rich and poor, the educated and the unlearned,

will join in the trek that will take them through the

doors of school houses and into the presence of trained

and eager teachers.

So accustomed are we in America to this army of

children and young people being trained that we may
forget that this system of education is quite modern.
It was in the school days of my parents that North Caro-
lina assumed responsibility for educating all her chil-

dren, and high schools belong to my generation.

It is very significant that now it is expected that

every person without regard to race, co^or, or nationality

shall have the chance to learn, that the state assumes
the expense of this education until he is ready for col-

lege. Citizenship in democracy depends upon educated
people.

A good word should be said for th3 teachers. They
have sought knowledge not only in the free public

schools, but they have paid their expenses in the colleges

and universities. With extensive and continuous train-

ing, they have prepared themselves to impart knowledge,
to inspire pupils to become scholars, mechanics, teach-
ers, or professionalists. With great skill and eagerness
they pass on the culture of former generations, and do
it without adequate pay in a nation where unskilled
labor can demand a high price for services rendered.

Reading, writing and arithmetic are no longer taught
to the tune of a hickory stick ; neither are they the only
subjects mastered. But those who can read have the
whole world and all the ages to be discovered and appre-
ciated. To be able to write means that all one's ideas

can be sent to all other people, and that centuries later

this knowledge can be available to those who read.

Mathematics makes possible an Einstein, the crushing
of the atom, the harnessing of untold energy, and the
transformation of the world in one generation.

These are the schools which are being discussed so
glibly these days.

Heart Searching Needed
North Carolina parents will need to do some real

heart-searching before they go to the polls on September
8 to vote a change in the Constitution of the state that

would make it possible for a community to close the
public schools.

It should be remembered that our area is just pulling

out of the poverty and ignorance that were the after-

math of the Civil War. It is only the second and third

generations that are now enjoying the public schools.

Near the turn of the century Governor Charles B. Ay-
cock and Superintendent of Public Instruction J. Y.
Joyner of North Carolina were pleading with the popu-
lace that education is important for all the people. We
are just beginning to believe it, and to really make it

possible for all to get the benefits of education.

This does not appear to be the time to consider

closing public schools.

We may not like the decision of the Supreme Court

relative to the public schools. And many of us do not.

But the decision has been made, and is being enforced.

Lower courts are telling communities to get busy about
desegregation. If one can judge from the decisions

of national church bodies and political parties the color

line in public places will soon be removed. All children

are to have equal opportunities.

The alternative to non-segregated public schools

seems to be no schools. This is not a pleasant prospect.

It appears to mean ignorance, growing misunderstanding
that leads to hatred, loss of ability to earn, a feeling

of inferiority as related to people of other areas of our
nation, and a confusion of purposes that may lead to

crime. This is not an inviting highway, and certainly

is not the highroad to scholarship, culture.

It has taken three-quarters of a century for us to

get our public schools to their present state of develop-

ment. My children, and yours, need the opportunities of

education. There are no private schools to train them.
To close our public schools would mean to lose our herit-

age. Before we vote to make it possible for angered
people in a community to close the schools, we better

do some very serious thinking. Our children are involved.

Their education, or lack of it, will determine whether
they can be what we hoped, or whether they shall be
crippled for life.

Labor Day
Labor Day reminds us that the world moves forward

by the work of seen and unseen multitudes of people.

Breakfast was made possible by the efforts of

dozens of people scattered over a wide area of the world.

The planters, harvesters, processors, transporters, sales-

men, coal miners, oil refiners — a long list of people

whom we will never' see worked together so we could

have that delightful and sustaining breakfast.

So it is with whatever we enjoy. The modern air-

plane wings across the sky with such grace and speed

and comfort for its passengers that it is hard to re-

member the Wright brothers struggling in the sand

dunes in Eastern Carolina to get a plane to fly for

even a few seconds. Neither do we know of the

thousands of people who have put their "sweat, blood,

and tears" into the perfecting of these giant birds of

flight.

Much could be said of the progress made in the

relations between the employer and the employee. Labor
unions have been a mighty influence in lifting laborers

from slums and servitude to owners of property and
laborers with dignity. It does not appear that every

time a contract is to be renewed the rewards of labor

can be increased. Surely somewhere along the line there

must be a limit. But everyone rejoices that laborers are

being paid better wages, that they are being considered

as persons.

Labor Day should give us all the urge to consider

whether we are worthy workers at jobs that call forth

our best efforts. Life is so short that it needs to be

invested in the best possible way. We work not just for

the pay, but to help make a better world. How well

are we doing?
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A God-Sent Revival
BY H. H. SMITH, SR.

At the close of the Billy Graham
revival services in Richmond, the

Richmond Times-Dispatch said, edi-

torially: "The largest crowd ever

gathered at City Stadium listened

spell-bound to Sunday night's final

sermon of the Billy Graham crusade.

The count was 36,200 — that was
12,700 more than watched the 1952
Tobacco festival football game. Total

attendance for the entire revival

series was 286,270. .. In all, 6,162

adults made 'the decision for Christ'

at the revival services. . . . These
statistics, impressive as they are, pro-

vide no basis for predicting the ulti-

mate 'impact' of Dr. Graham's power
to make sinners seek salvation."

What the ultimate fruits of this

revival will be, no one, of course, can

say at this time. Dr. T. Rupert Cole-

man, crusade chairman, commenting
on the revival said, in part: "The
Greater Richmond Billy Graham Cru-

sade, incorporated, which came to a

close in the City Stadium on Sunday
night will be remembered by thou-

sands. It will be talked about to grand
children for many years to come. We
believe Richmond and the surround-

ing area will witness results from the

crusade for a long time."

Dr. Coleman was enthusiastic about

the fine co-operation given every-

where — by business firms and ex-

ecutives of the city, the various de-

partments of the city, "particularly

the police, the safety, and the stadium
departments." The daily press and
radio gave fine coverage. "This gen-

eration," says Dr. Coleman, "has
never witnessed such unity and loyal

co-operation as was given the crusade

by the Protestant ministers and
church people of the area. Before it

happened, none would have dared to

predict that thousands would demon-
strate a loyalty to God and a hunger
for the Word as did the people on
several nights sitting reverently in

worship during a continuous down-
pour of rain."

Beginners must be Continuers

Billy Graham "lifted up Christ,"

the Christ who said, "And I, if I be
lifted up, will draw all men unto me."
Thousands attended the services, and
more than 6,000 made "the decision

for Christ." In his talk to the con-

verts, at the close of the meeting,

Dr. Graham told them that, if they

have repented of sin and committed
their lives wholly to God, they are

Christians; but he was emphatic in

reminding them that they were be-

ginners in the Christian life, "baby
Christians," and must continue stead-

fast in their faith and conduct. We
know this is good advice, but perhaps
we would be more deeply impressed if

we study the Scriptures and note,

especially, what Jesus and Paul said

on this subject.

Our Counselors: Jesus and Paul

On one occasion we are told that,

when Jesus proclaimed the great

truths of the gospel, "many believed

in Him." But Jesus knew the human
heart — its possibilities and its weak-
nesses — and "said to the Jews who
had believed in Him, 'If you continue
in my word, you are my disciples, and
you will know the truth, and the truth

will make you free." (John 8:31-32.

R. S. V). It was a great step they
had taken when they "believed i n
Him," but He would remind them
that it was only a beginning, that they
must continue to follow His teachings.

The life He offered was worth every-

thing, but it could not be attained

unless one continually gave every-

thing for it.

Time and again Jesus emphasized
the importance of earnestness and
perseverance in the spiritual life. "No
man, having put his hand to the plow,

and looking back, is fit for the king-

dom of God." In the parable of the

sower, He declared that many accept

the gospel and make some effort to

follow its teachings, but "because of

I would like to take this opportun-
ity to congratulate you on the fine

appearance of THE CHRISTIAN
SUN, and to tell you how much I

enjoy this little paper..

There is one thing that is a little

on the complaint side. P^or several

years I have looked forward to re-

ceiving the contribution by Dr. Hard-
castle in the Sunday School lesson,

and have missed these a great deal

because my paper does not arrive

until after the Sunday for the lesson.

James W. Walters
R. 4, Raleigh, N. C.

tribulation and persecution, the care

of the world, and the deceitfulness of

riches," they fall away. His grace is

available for every soul seeking life

eternal, and He is able to save unto
the uttermost, but He tells us plainly

who will be saved: "He that endureth
to the end shall be saved."

"Continue" is the word most fre-

quently used by Paul in exhorting
his converts to steadfastness in the
faith. "Note then the kindness and
the severity of God; severity toward
those who have fallen, but God's kind-

ness to you, provided you continue in

His kindness; otherwise you too will

be cut off." (Rom. 11:22. R. S. V).
"And when the meeting of the syna-
gogue broke up, many Jews and de-

vout converts to Judaism followed
Paul and Barnabas, who spoke t o
them and urged theni to continue in

the grace of God." (Acts 13:43 R. S.

V). "When they had preached the
gospel to that city (Derbe) and had
made many discipk'S, they returned
to Lystra and to Iconium and to

Antioch, strengthening the souls of

the disciples, exhorting them to con-

tinue in the faith, and saying that
through many tribulations we must
enter the kingdom of God." (Acts 14:
21-22. R.S. V).

Paraphrasing Paul's words to the

Colossian Christians, Abmgdon Com-
mentary puts it thus: "Be watchful
and pray persistently (for me too, in

prison.") (Col. 4:2-4. R.S.V). Here
the apostle asks his converts to pray
for him — the one who had led them
to Christ. It was a thoughtful request
— one that would bring a blessing

to him and his young converts. Christ-

ians today should pray for those who
led them to Christ, that God may
mightily bless their ministry.

(Ashland, Va.)

NOTE:
Several people have written about

the delayed delivery and the incon-

venience of not getting the Sunday
school lesson in time for use. Thanks.

Publication date has been moved
from Thursday to Tuesday to assure
delivery before Sunday. So far we
have not been able to get the papers
in the mail on time. This we hope to

do very soon. There has been some
difficulty in getting the mail routes
properly designated. Please be assured
that we are working on these prob-
lems, and that they should clear

shortly.

Ed.

Letters
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Letter From
Frances Riggs

Dear Friends,

The breezes are blowing hot and
gentle these days, and the people

around us are watching the sky, still

hoping that the rains that are flood-

ing the rest of India might just wet
cur land a bit.

While the villagers wait for their

rain, life buzzes along in our little

home with ever-increasing momen-
tum. Since last writing I have added
four hours of Tamil study to my
schedule. One day a week I am study-

ing with a Brahmin beggar, who in

his time was fairly wealthy, but got

thrown out of his home when they
discovered that he v/as ill. He is now
crippled in his hands by leprosy so

that he cannot write or make a living.

Ed has him twice or three times a

week for language study, and in that

way he makes enough to pay for the

food which he consumes from our

kitchen. He is a very fussy person to

feed, because his up-bringing makes
it impossible for him to eat eggs or

meat of any kind. We fattened him
up by slipping cheese into his Indian

chili sauce without his knowing it.

His leprosy is arrested so that he is

perfectly safe to have around. I am
also studying with the Pastor's wife,

and she gives me the written work
and Bible stories.

The Pastor's wife and I have also

started a group of eight women who
are learning to use their hands in

sewing, crocheting, etc. I am amazed
at how little they know about such

things. Martha can cut with a pair

of children's scissors better than some
of the women, and she is only two
snd a half. Of course I am just as

dumb about some of the skills they

acquire, in sorting and pounding
grain, and making food out of

nothing.

Joy is taking to school with great

gusto and makes Louis feel that

school isn't so bad after all. I always
give Joy the first hour so that Louis

has the feeling he is free longer than
she is; but in the end his hours add
up to more. Joy goes away feeling

£he is important now. She learned

a lot of Louis' words upside down
last year because she sat across the

table from him doing her kinder-

MRS. EDWARD RIGGS
When She Was Frances Whittaker

garten work. Now when I write a new
word for her she will often pipe up
what is it before I have had time to

turn around and show her. One word
this morning she was having trouble

with only after I turned it right side

up. Most of the time, tho', she reads

at any angle. Martha now also

joins in at school. While I teach the

two older ones she comes in and does

her best to color and cut. She usually

ends up leaving the study room a

mess, but is much easier to handle
inside the school room than locked

out I always toss her out

when she isn't a "good girl".

Cordially,

Fran Riggs

Only a fraction of the invention in

the United States or elsewhere have
become profitable, and only a few of

the things patented are ever manu-
factured. The mistaken idea that to

get a patent o n something means
financial success is best known to

millions whose hopes are buried in

the Patent Office of the United
States.

Massachusetts is the only State

where the lieutenant governor does
not preside over the senate. . . North
Carolina is the only State that does
not give its governor veto power. . .

Oregon the only State where the
governor cannot be impeached. . .

Nebraska the only State with a single

chamber legislature..

Shall We Terminate

Atom Bomb Testing

On August 1, as we approached the

eleventh anniversary of the bombing
of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, August
6, the Fellowship of Reconciliation

addressed a lengthy letter to Presi-

dent Eisenhour requesting that atom
bomb testing be discontinued, or at

least brought within the boundaries of

the United States. A cable was sent

to Premier Nikolai Bulganin apprising
him of the request to the President
of the United States, and requesting
that Russia also stop the testing of

atomic bombs.

The letter to the President called

attention to the fact that the Japanese
Parliament recently appealed to the
three governments making tests of

nuclear weapons to agree to terminate
such tests. The Premiers of England
and Russia are quoted as having said
that they are willing to discuss and
perhaps to enter an agreement to

discontinue experiments.

Dangers of the tests have been
highlighted recently by the U. S.

Government providing insurance up to

.?500,000,000 for each atomic accident
which might occur by a runaway re-

actor, and by the report of internat-

ional committee sent by the United
Nations to Eniwetok and Bikini to

discover the effects of the tests,

which committee reported that the
people of those islands most likely

will never be able to return to their

homes. If such tests are to be con-
tinued, the letter requests that they
be made within the boundaries of the
United States so it will be our own
people who suffer the ill effects. That
would seem to be a more moral atti-

tude, the writers believe.

"We believe that the continuance
of the tests in the Pacific," the letter

continues, as was the case with the
original atom bombing of Japanese
cities, exasperates millions upon mil-

lions of people in Asia and leads them
to believe that America holds Asian
lives very cheap. . . It alienates vast
multitudes of people and tends to

turn them against the United States.

It causes Communism to seem attract-

ive to these people in comparison with
the Christianity which we profess.

Here is something for citizens to

consider. If you have wisdom in the
matter, it would be well to let our
leaders know what you think.
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StanleyJonesWritesFromIndia
The world-famous, and only, E. Stanley Jones, missionary extraordinary,

writing his friends from India some months ago said some important things

that interest us in this area. One marvels at the amount of work he gets

done; how he speaks so often, travels so much, and writes so many books.

This letter gives insight into his real life.

I am seated in the Ashram building

in my beloved Sat Tall in the Hima-
layas. I have two weeks before the

Ashram opens and I am spending
these two weeks in beginning the new
book ' on "MATURITY", an inter-

pretation of the Epistle of First John.

For a year I have been gathering

material and letting the message soak
into the pores of my being. Now for

a year, or perhaps less, I will be

writing in snatches of time on trains,

planes, between meetings. This is my
longest stretch of free time I shall

have. I have finished the Introduction

and am on the fifth week with only 46

more to go! But once I get started,

I love it — it's fun.

I left America the last of January.

My last meeting in the States was
in the Arena at Norfolk, Va., and in

the audience of four thousand, one
third were Negroes and two-thirds of

the choir were Negroes. I thanked
them for that meeting for I knew
that the first thing they would ask
me in the East would be: "What is

America going to do about segre-

gation?" and I could tell them that,

according to that meeting, the two
races were going to work this thing

out together under God.

On my way to India I stopped for

a week in Cairo and held evangelistic

meetings in the great Evangelical

Church, holding two thousand, with

Dr. Ibrahim Said, " the silver tongue

of the Nile," as pastor.

Then on to India. After holding

public addresses for non-Christians

in Gorakhpur, Belgaum, Madurai, I

went to the great Syrian Christian

Convention, probably the largest in

the world, with 50,000 people in at-

tendance. A sad split had come into

the Mar Thoma Church between the
Evangelicals and the High Church
Party and a court case had arisen.

Between speaking two and three times
a day I tried to get both the groups
together on an agreed statement. For
a solid week we were in conferences
between meetings — a terrific strain,

and worse, it seemed to end in failure.

But two weeks after the Convention
all of the clergy and bishops agreed
unanimously on a statement which
was practically the one we drew up.

There was great rejoicing. A great
church decided to be one!

After a convention among the

Jacobites (Old Orthodox), I went
North and had a series in the virile

Punjab — Saharanpur, Jagadhri,

Jullundur, Hoshiarpur, Ludhiana,
Ambala, Dehra Dun and Rishikesh,

where I was the guest of a Hindu
Ashram called the Divine Life Society.

They seem to be grooming their Guru
to be a Reincarnation of Christ —
tall order! After I had spoken in a

college of the Arya Samaj, our bitter-

est opponents, I found written in the

dust of our car, "Long live U. S. A.,"

an appreciated note amid so much
criticism of U. S. A. in India, espec-

ially in regard to our arming of Pakis-

tan. A blunder. Then after several

places in Gujarat — Ahmedabad and
Nadiad — large crowds in the open

and great response, I went to Burma.

We began our series there with

a great sunrise Easter service for

all Christians in a school compound.
An American Negro, public relations

man, connected with the American
Embassy, prayed. Then after several

meetings in Rangoon we went to

Kalaw in the mountains for an Ash-
ram. A party of 25 coming the 325

miles by train took four days to get

there, for 38 bridges had been blown
up by the rebels, seven of them one

night when they were on the train!

They arrived in good spirits! One
girl in the Ashram, a Karen, had been

four years with the rebel forces in

the jungles, dodging the government
troops. Took nerve. She really got

something at the Ashram and was
tran.sformed. I wrote a letter to the

four Karen Christian leaders who are

still in the underground rebel forces

urging them to give up this useless

and disastrous struggle and come out

and cooperate. I found these rebel

leaders has been reading my book on
Gandhi and discussing it around the

camp fires at night!

After Burma I went to Malaya —
the most fruitful portion of my evan-

gelistic tour. Had meetings in Penang,
Ipoh, Kuala Lumpur, Klang and Sing-

apore. In Singapore, the night meet-
ings were held in front of the Angli-

can Cathedral. There were 2,500 chairs

and people were standing at the back.

Between two and three hundred
signed decision cards each night and
were taken into the Cathedral where

they were dealt with by 100 trained

counsellors. Most of those making
decisions were Chinese. Malaya is

very ripe and I must go back again
in two years.

I made two visits to the Nur Manzil
Psychiatric Center at Lucknow, for

which I am responsible. It had its

best year. Dr. Boss, President of the

International Phychiatric Association,

Professor of Zurich University, stayed

at the Center for six months, had
seminars with our staff. He is a top

psychiatrist of the world and ap-

proved of the Center and is to be an
advisor and will visit us every two
years. He is a Christian psychiatrist

and helped us much.
After a grilling and gruelling year

I should be a rag. But I'm not — I'm

fresh in Him. It has been the best

year of my life — so far!

Help From Africa
Miss Agnes Wood is a teacher at

Inanda Seminary in South Africa. She
takes her recreation by riding on her

horse into the outlying districts to

promote Sunday Schools. Several

j'ears ago she started a Sunday School

in Kwa-Shaka, where there were few
if any Christian adults. When she

was not able to visit there for a

couple of years, she wrote the Sunday
School off, for in that environment
it seemed impossible that it should

survive without more nurture than

it had received. In a recent letter,

however she had this tale to tell

:

One of the Inanda students return-

ing from her summer holidays sought
Miss Wood, and told her:

"My home is not far from Kwa-
Shaka, so I thought I would go over

one Sunday to see how the Sunday
School there was getting on."

"Oh," said Miss Wood, "Is there

still a Sunday School there?"

"Yes", replied the student, "a

thirteen year old girl gathers the

children under a tree to sing hymns
and choruses and to tell them Bible

ttories. I helped her some this sum-
mer. Every Sunday the children have

an offering."

Then the student reached into her

purse and brought out shillings to the

value of about thirty cents, and hand-

ed it to Miss Wood.
"Kwa-Shaka children have heard

about the flood sufferers in America
and they want their offerings to go

to help them. Will you send it to

America for them?"
Surely the sufferers in the wake of

Gale Diane, received no more blessed

gift than that.

Nellie M. Walker
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Hands
HENRY E. ROBINSON

VARIOUS PARTS OF THE BODY HAVE SERVED OFTEN AS
SYMBOLS OF THE SPIRITUAL GRACES

Our hands are ever with us and a part of our bodies that is visible to all.

We should be careful how they look. We say to our children: "Johnny, wash
your hands. Mary polish your nails." Dirty hands at school early in the

morning would reflect upon parental care. In carrying out his instructions

Johnny uses the towel more than soap and water. Dirt that should have
gone down the drain has to be extracted by the washing machine.

Hands are most wonderful instru-

ments of work. One of the first duties

of parents is to teach a child how
to use his hands. If it is by nothing

more than a crayon and a color book
the coordination and discipline of the

muscles of the hand have begun.

Next comes scissors, hammer, needle,

brush, typewriter, and a hundred
other tools by which the work of the

world is done through the hand.

Rough and calloused hands are a tri-

bute to one who earns his living by
manual labor, but one who writes a

masterpiece of literary art, still takes

the pen in hand, or one who plays the

works of the masters on the piano or

the harp, still does so by the skilled

hand.

The hand is also a healing instru-

ment. The doctor can tell much
through his sensitive fingers as he
"feels" or palpates the affected mem-
ber of the body. Often he must set a
bone or adjust a joint. Many times by
massage circulation is restored or a

f.et of muscles are soothed — all

through the ministry of the hand.

When surgery is indicated we look

to hands that are highly disciplined

to respond within fine limits, where a

slip could mean damage or even death,

a slip that cannot be tolerated. The
scalpel or knife of the surgeon is a
powerful instrument for good, only

in the highly trained hand.

It has been said: "Christ has no
hands but ours." This means that to

perform his will and his work of

service in the world, he is looking to

cur hands. To feed the hungry, clothe

1he naked, comfort the sorrowful,
teach the ignorant, lift up the fallen,

guide the wayward, give the cup of

cold water to him who is athirst is

to serve in Christ's name and so to

be his hands upon earth.

The Psalmist says of God: "He has
laid his hand upon me," The divine

will — the gentle voice of the spirit,

the holy compulsion that is felt to

be amongst us is attributed to the

hand of God. God is concerned for

cur highest good and would make
himself known to his children. And
how shall we respond to this holy

touch ? Albrect Durer has given us

the answer in his "Praying Hands."
The hands of his trusted friend who
labored for him and helped him, were
to the great artist most beautiful

when in the attitude of prayer.

Though the hands are primarily the

symbol of work and service, the high-

est and most sacred use to which
this symbol can be put is as a token
of devotion and surrender, as we go
to God in prayer.

If we could look today upon the

hands of Jesus what would we see?

We would see hands that often served

and healed, hands that were often

in the attitude of prayer. Let us not
forget hands that bore the prints of

pails — symbols of suffering that you
and I might know the eternal love of

a heavenly Father.

Something New
In Music

The National Council of Churches
and Berea College, Berea, Ky., an-

nounced today they have commission-
ed a major choral work by the Ameri-
can composer Normand Lockwood.

The commissioning represents the

first such sponsorship in the history

of both the college and the 30 member
communion cooperative church organ-
ization.

The announcement was made joint-

ly by Dr. Thor Johnson, director of

the Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra
and chairman of the National Coun-

cil's Commission on Music and Dr.

Francis B. Hutchins, president o f

Berea College. The Commission is a

unit of the NCC Department of Wor-
ship and the Arts.

They said the oratorio is expected

to be about an hour and a half in

length and will employ soloists,

chorus and orchestra. The libretto

dealing with the theme of the brother-

hood of man, is based upon selections

from the Old and New Testaments
arranged by Mrs. Clara Chassell

Cooper, a faculty member of Berea
College.

Dr. Johnson described the commis-
sioning as "the first step in a long

range plan to bring church values

into a formative influence on all

music."

"The church today stands in a pos-

ition to exercise a more expansive

patronage of music as an art than
that realized by its immediate use in

corporate worship," he declared.

"It should encourage and support

the creative artist by opening avenues

tor the proffering of his talents, even

Though he may not be in the direct

professional employ of the churches.

By assuming Such a role of patronage,

the chur'ch brings her* Voice to be

heard in concert hall and auditorium

and on radio and television as Well

as in the church."

Mr. Lockwood is the composer of a

number of choral works including

"Prairie," "Memories of President Lin-

coln," and "Light Out of Darkness."

He has also written chamber music
and songs, as well as hymns and
other sacred music. He was the winner
of Guggenheim Fellowships in Music
in 1943 and in 1944 and the World
Fair Prize awarded in 1939 by the

National Institute of Arts and Letters.

Mrs. Cooper is associate professor of

psychology at Berea College, a co-

educational institution for youth liv-

ing in the southern Appalachian
Mountain region.

Members of Alcholics Anonymous
insist, above all other things, that

they are not reformers, missionaries

or social workers. They do not expect

to save the world overnight or to

snatch habitual drinkers from the

jaws of degradation and hell. There
are numerous methods of help, but no
preachments, for the organization

takes the position that where one man
can be shamed out of a habit, 10,000

can be gradually cured by an under-

standing attitude.
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World Meet

On Rural Life

Russian Churches Crowded
W. W. SLOAN

Last night I preached in a Baptist church in Leningrad, Russia. Every
seat was taken and quite a group of people stood. Such is the attendance

three times on Sundays and four week-day evenings each week. Last Sunday
Mrs. Sloan spoke in the Moscow Baptist church which is similarly crowded.

The service Sunday started ten minutes early. The pastor explained that

there was no standing room left and there was no use keeping the crowd
waiting. There were more than 2 000 at the service.

Our American group of twenty-five

Congregational Christians and one
Evangelical Reformed was invited to

visit the Moscow church and bring a

message. It was voted that Herman
Reissig our leader and I should be the

speakers. I felt that one of our nine

women should speak, as probably no
woman had ever spoken there. I nom-
inated one of our leading women, but

the group decided Mrs. Sloan should

do the speaking. I therefore declined

and my place was taken by two others

who only gave greetings. However, in

Leningrad I gave the leading address

;

Mrs. Sloan spoke more briefly, and
two others brought greetings. At Mos-
cow, a CBS television man was on
hand and took pictures of part of the

service, including Mrs. Sloan's speak-

ing.

The Orthodox Church services

numerous times each week are as

crowded as the Baptist. However, only

fifty-five churches are open in Mos-
cow, a city of more than six million

people. Russia is officially atheistic.

No one could secure an office of any
importance who is active in any
church. During the last war pressure

against the church was relaxed. Be-

fore the Communist Revolution the

great majority of Russians were con-

sidered members of the Orthodox
Church. The latter had little interest

in social justice and the problems
people face. When the government
toppled the church fell with it. The
so-called anti-God museum in Moscow
has been closed. We visited the one
in Leningrad. Except for a few quo-
tations from Marx, Engels and Lenin
the attack there is centered entirely

upon ancient corruption and oppres-

sion of the Orthodox Church.

The future of Christianity in Rus-
sia is a question. Communism has
been in the saddle thirty-nine years.

Most of the people in the churches
are far from young. Yet the eight

Orthodox seminaries and two acad-
amies have 1500 young men studying
for the priesthood. We visited the

famous seminary at Zagorsk, fifty

miles north of Moscow, and had an
interview with the dean. We also

tfilk^d with Nicolai, the metropolitan
of the Orthodox Church and a power
in Russifi. The enthusiasm and opto-

mism of these two dignataries seemed
artificial. Glorifying God through
form and ritual is the chief emphasis.

There still seems to be no interest in

either social or personal problems.

The one hope we see for the Orthodox
Church is that it may eventually join

the World Council of Churches and be

inspired by what other churches are

doing.

There is more hope in the Baptist

Church. Lavish ceremony is absent.

The people appear happy rather than
depressed as we found them in the

Orthodox Church. While the Baptist

have but a half million members they

contact about three million people or

one and a half per cent of the Rus-
sians. Like all other Russians the

Baptist are afraid to speak out on
social issues. The message is chiefly

one of comfort. The pastor last night

emphasized that his people were not

afraid to die, for God would see that

they live for ever. However, Protest-

ant Christianity has more freedom in

Russia than we found it has in Spain.

In these Baptist people lies hope

for Russia. Not only will their num-
bers increase, but doubtless their pro-

gram and interest will expand. Those
we met were extremely friendly to us.

At each of three Baptist church ser-

vices I attended the congregation

sang "God Be With You Till We Meet
Again" in R,ussian. At the last chorus
every member of the audience waved
a handerchief toward us. They were
greatly appreciative of our addresses

given through interpreters. They
seemed so eager to see some one from
the outside world, especially some
one representing Christianity. Hun-
dreds grabbed our hands and exclaim-

ed "Spa ce be" ("thank you") "Das
vidanya" ("till we meet again" or

"goodby"). Many of the women kiss-

ed Mrs. Sloan. Over and again the

word "Meer" ("peace) was used. The
Russian common people are desper-

f tely afraid of war. They suffered so

much from the last war. They wanted
to know what we as Christians are

A strong contingent of U. S. church

leaders — including five officials of

the National Council of Churches —
will sit down with their counterparts

from a score and more of other

countries late this month to find ways
to make rural living spiritually re-

warding. How Christian churches

around the world can work to bring

a fuller life to farm families will be

the central concern of the Second

International Conference on the

Church and Rural Life, to be held at

Bossey, Switzerland, Aug. 28. — Sept.

4.

The world gathering, convening

under auspices of the World Council

of Churches, will weigh such common
concerns and interests as local parish

problems in rural areas of the world,

cooperation between churches and
community agencies, the family farm,

rural cooperatives, schools and gov-

ernment college extension courses.

Leader of the National Council

group is the Rev. Dr. Richard O. Com-
fort, New York, executive director of

the Council's Department of Town
and Country Church. The grout) in-

cludes: the Rev. Dr. I. George Nace,

New York, executive secretary of the

National Council's Division of Home
Missions; Mrs. Ruth Robinson, New
York, administrative assistant in the

department; the Rev. Vinson A.

Edwards, departmental extension

worker at Tuskegee Institute in

Alabama; and the Rev. Ellis Plyler,

divisional mission worker in Puerto
Rico.

The U. S. delegation, 20 in all,

includes the top rural church execu-

tives of seven Protestant denomin-
ations, rural sociologists, seminary
professors, state church council ex-

ecutives and a representative of the

United Nations Food and Agricultural

Organization.

doing to keep America from attacking

Russia.

As American Christians we must
support the Baptist work in the U. S.

S. R. In Russia proper the Baptists

v.re the only Protestant group of any
size. We must not encourage the for-

mation of other denominations. Only
in unity is there strength. Although
there may be hope for Christianity in

the Orthodox Church in the distant

future, the only hope in our gener-

ation lies in the Baptist group.
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Elon College
Summer Commencement

AUGUST 17, 1956

For a number of years it has been
the custom of Elon College to hold
two commencements; one in May and
the other in August. The August
commencement is for the convenience
and the benefit of all students com-
pleting requirements for graduation
at the end of summer school.

The regular August commencement
program was held Friday evening,

August 17, 1956, at 8:00 o'clock. Dr.

R. C. Helfenstein, former pastor of

the First Congregational Christian

Church of Richmond, Virginia, was
the speaker. Dr. Helfenstein is one
of the prominent church leaders of

our country. He has served some of

the more important churches of our
denomination, and was for a number
of years a member of the Evangelistic
Team of the Council of Churches of

Christ in America. Dr. Helfenstein

is also on the program of Excha^nge
Pastors in Europe and other foreign

countries. It was a privilege to have
him visit Elon College and deliver the

baccalaureate address.

Music was furnished by representa-

tives of the Elon College Singers, Jack
McFayden, of Greensboro, who grad-

uated from Elon College in May, and
Mr. Blake Godfrey, of Alabama and
Kentucky, who has been elected as

a member of our Music Department
to instruct in voice for 1956-57.

Wayne Moore, a graduate of Elon
College who is now a student in New
York University and last year studied

abroad, was the organist. Mr. Moore
is a skilled musician and is always
received favorably.

Dr. Henry Robinson, pastor of our
Burlington church, offered the prayer
£,nd Dr. F. C. Lester, editor of the

CHRISTIAN SUN presented the

Bibles. Mr. Currie Bryan, a merchant
of Burlington and an alumnus of the

college, served as chief usher repre-

senting the Alumni of Elon College.

Diplomas signifying their grad-

uation from Elon College were award-
ed to forty-nine students. They, of

course, are members of the class of

1956. This will bring the number of

this class to one hundred and thirty

four, which is the largest number
grad dated in the same year within

the past five years.

These summer commencements put
extra responsibilities on the faculty

and college officials, but they give

graduates an opportunity to present
their diplomas in applying for posi-

tions in our colleges, public schools

or any line of business. Elon College

is delighted to render this service and
invites the co-operation of all.

Diplomas
Presented

At Elon
Luther N. Byrd

Dr. Roy C. Helfenstein, pastor of

the First Congregational Christian

Church of Richmond, Va., was the

featured speaker tonight, August 17,

as Elon College presented diplomas
and degrees to 49 seniors at the Col-

lege's annual summer commencement.
The exercises were held in Whitley
Auditorium at 8 o'clock.

The degrees and diplomas were pre-

sented by Dr. Leon E. Smith, presi-

dent of the college, after the candi-

dates for degrees were presented for

their awards by Prof. A. L. Hook,
dean of students. Others participating

in the program were Dr. Henry E.

Robinson, of Burlington, who pro-

nounced the invocation; and Dr. F.

C. Lester, of Asheboro, who presented

Bibles to the graduates.

Graduating summa cum laude was
Fred Keisling, of Burlington, one of

six of the seniors who had completed

degree requirements as a student of

the Elon Evening School.

Other graduates, listed in alphabet-

ical order were Charles Atkins, Mount
Airy; Gurney Baines, Whaleyville,

Va. ; John Barber, Norfolk, Va.

;

Jimmy Bell, Burlington; Alpha Blake,

Hillsboro; Clyde Boswell, Chatham,
Va. ; Lillian Boswell, Burlington;

Louis Cannon, Burlington; Grace
Clayton, Roxboro

;

Ronald Erp, Burlington; Edna
Ellington, Reidsville; Gertrude El-

lington, Manson; Marcus Everette,

Parkton; John Garner, Robbins;
Harold Glosson, Chapel Hill; Charles

Griffin, Mayodan; Perry Haggins,
Graham; Nancy Hall, Burlington;

Glenda Hancock, Graham; John Har-
den, Graham;

Kenneth Heltsley, Burlington

;

Virginia Hester, Roxboro; Bobby
Hensley, Burlington; William Ker-
man, Norfolk, Va. ; Jack Lindley,

Apportionment Giving

AUGUST 17, 1956

I am endeavoring to decide in my
own mind just where we are in report-

ing receipts from our Sunday schools

and churches on conference apportion-
ments. Heretofore, we have been sub-
mitting our reports on Friday or Sat-

urday when they are to appear on
Friday of the following week. Under
the new arrangements, and God bless

our editor, we are to report on Mon-
day or Tuesday — not later than
Tuesday — when the news contained
hi the report is to be given to the
public toward the end of the follow-

ing week. The writer has no object-

ions, but perhaps must become accus-
tomed to giving items that are news
to him today to become news to the
readers of the CHRISTIAN SUN fif-

teen days later. However, we are very
happy to co-operate and shall go to
any reasonable lengths to comply
with the wishes of our new editor who
is determined to do a good job for us
and the church. May he be inspired
and blessed by the Lord in his deter-
minations and endeavors.
Previously Reported: $14, 518.92
Eastern Virginia
Conference:

Eure $ 25.00
Johnson's Grove 4.00
North Carolina and
Virginia Conference:
Carolina 126.00
Mt. Zion 14.83
Western North Carolina
Conference:

Ether 55.00
Virginia Valley
Conference:
Bethel 30.97

TOTAL: $ 255.80
GRAND TOTAL: $ 14,774.72

Burlington; Leslie McEwen, Man-
chester, N. H.; Jack Malloy, Lynch-
burg, Va.

;
Rudolph Mann, Burlington;

Charles Michaux, Fayetteville

;

Bascom Moore, Burlington; Zane
Moore, Marshville; Preston Morse,
Wilmington; Robert Nance, Burling-
ton; Weldon Price, Reidsville: Mar-
garet Sanderson, Elon College; James
Sears, Gibsonville; Harvey Sharpe,
Burlington; John Sharpe, Graham;
Donald Stringer, Asheboro;

Otis Stultz, Draper; William Tate,

Efland; Ann Walker, Asheboro;
Glenn Walker, Burlington; Martha
Walker, Burlington; Gladys Whitten-
ton, Reidsville; Gene Wicker, Burling-

ton; Lora Womack, Greensboro; and
Violet Zarou, Ramallah, Jordan.
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Declarations Of Purpose

Favorable reports are coming in

from some of our churches regarding

the signing of the Declaration of Pur-

pose. A friend reported to me yester-

day, Wednesday, August 15, that his

church had definitely assured its pro

rata share in the cost of the erection

of Carolina Hall. The Declaration of

Purpose has not been received, but

it will be coming shortly. This is

encouraging.

Summer is slipping away rapidly

which means, of course, that 1956 is

passing. I believe that it is the plan

and purpose of the Convention and
conferences to endeavor to see that

all of our churches, or as many as

will agree, follow the official direc-

tion of the Convention and the official

commitment of our conferences. That
quotas have been worked out with
careful consideration and fairness, I

believe all will agree. The times for

payment to begin and to end are

left entirely to the local church.

Elon College is our college. It be-

longs to the people — not a select

group but the entire denomination.
We are delighted with its progress,

and we do intend as a people to give

our co-operation and our contribut-

ions.

PAYMENTS ON CAROLINA HALL
Eastern North Carolina Conference:

Wake Chapel $500.00

Youngsville 50.00

New Hope 54.00

TOTAL _ . $604.00

N. Carolina and Virginia Conference:
Greensboro, Palm St. $ 80.00

Zion 5.84

Bethel 202.00

Mt. Zion 331.00

Monticello 35.00

Pfafftown 25.00

Concord 20.00

TOTAL $698.84

PAYMENTS ON VIRGINIA HALL
Virginia Valley Conference:
Bethlehem ... ..$ 75.00
Bethel 18.02

TOTAL . $ 93.02

Eastern Virginia Conference:
Franklin $500.00
Johnson's Grove 205.00

TOTAL $705.00
Total Payments for

Carolina Hall $1,302.84
Total Payments for

Virginia Hall $ 798.02

CAROLINA HALL Amount
Eastern North Carolina Conference:

Damascus $ 465.50

Antioch 541.50

Youngsville 300.00

Auburn 759.50

Hayes Chapel 362.25

New Hope 1,048.25

Hope Mills 414.75

Eutaw Community 595.00

Bethlehem 294.00

Clayton 600.00

Henderson, First 2,308.00

Mt. Auburn

.

1 120.00

Martha's Chanel 297.00

Church of Wide Fellowship 2,289.00

Beulah 1,137.50

Moore Union 392.00

Wake Chapel 4,079.25

TOTAL $16,913.50

North Carolina and Virginia Conference:

Union $ 1,500.00

(Personal) .500.00

United .. 1.459.50

Haw River 1 534.75

Pfafftown 463.75

Greensboro, First 5.887.00

Bethel 1 034.25

Center 281.75

Mt. Zion 1,000.00

Salem Chanel 740.00

Shallow Ford 1,800 00
Church of the Covenant . . 175.00
Burlington, First 10 000.00
Zion 175.00

Belews Creek 834.75
Monticello 822.50
Beverly Hills 886.00
Lebanon 939.75
Lakeview 218.75
Hebron 300.00
Elon College 4,392.50

TOTAL $34,945.25

VIRGINIA HALL
Eastern Virqinifi Conference:

Suffolk Christian $10,000.00
Union 2,019.00

Windsor . 2 841.00
Franklin 6,213.00

Isle of Wight . 500.00

TOTAL $21,573.00

Vallev of Virginia Conference:
Bethel 912.00
Antioch 900.00
Ingram 1,748.25
Newport 550.00
Winchester 2,950.50

TOTAL $ 7,060.75

Total pledged for Carolina Hall: $51,858.75

Total pledged for Virginia Hall: $28,633.75

Beginning Ending

Jan. 1957 5 years

Apr. 1956 5 years

3 years

Nov. 1956 5 years

Nov. 1956 5 years
1956

Jan. 1957 5 years

Jan. 1956 5 years
1956 5 years

Jan. 1957
1 956 5 years

Tm 1 956
Oct. 1956
Jan. 1957 5 years

1956
Jul. 1956 5 years

Nov. 1957

Oct, 1956
19.57

Jan. 1956
Oct. 1956

1956
Sent. 19.56

Jan. 1956
Jan. 1957
Oct. 1956
Oct. 1956
Nov. 1956
Jan. 1956

1956
Aug. 1956
Nov. 1956
Jan. 1958
Oct. 1956

1957

Oct. 1956
Jan 1956
Oct. 1956

1956
Jan. 1957
Jan. 1957
Jan. 1957

10 years

5 years

5 years

5 ypars
5 years

5 years

5 vears
10 vears

5 years
18 years

5 years

5 vears

5 years

5 yenrs

5 years
10 years
5 years

5 years

5 years

5 yeavs

5 years

10 years

5 years

8 years

5 years
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The Royal Law Of Love
Memory Selection: My brethren, show no partiality as you hold the faith

of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of Glory. James 2:1

Background Scripture: Luke 6:27-31; 10:30-37; James 2

Devotional Reading I Corinthians 13

In a little Pocket Testament which I have had since my days in college —
and that was "away back yonder" — the second chapter of James is outlined

under three headings or divisions: The Test by Respect of Persons, Test

by Perfect Obedience, and Test by Good Works. It sums up the main ideas

in the chapter.

TEST BY RESPECT OF PERSONS
"My brethren, have not the faith

of our Lord Jesns Christ, the Lord of

glory, with respect of persons" —
thus writes James the the brother of

Jesus. It is not very plain. But Dr.

J. B. Phillips in his translation puts

it in this striking fashion which does

make sense, "Don't ever attempt, my
brethren, to combine snobbery with

faith in our Lord Jesus Christ." Or
as the RSV puts it, "My brethren,

show no partiality as you hold the

faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the

Lord of glory." Here was the situ-

ation in James' day. If a man came
into the synagogue or the church,

dressed in fine apparel, he was shown
every courtesy, and given a front seat.

If on the other hand a man came in

poorly dressed, he was shown to a

back seat, or asked to stand in the

back of the room. James says that

is not in keeping with the spirit of

Christ or the practice of Christ.

The problem is acute today. What
about your own church? Suppose a

rich man and a poor man moved into

your community at the same time.

Which man would the church go after

first ? If the rich man came to your

service of worship and the poor man
came to t)ie same service, which

would likely be shown the most atten-

tion, both by the minister and the

congregation? The ugly fact is that

there is a lot of partiality shown in

Christian churches today — most of

them are guilty of this sin against

which James was warning. Whose
word usually carries weight in a meet-

ing, the word of the man who makes
the largest contribution, or the word
of the man who can give only a

small sum? There is a lot of truth in

the statement that it is not what you
know, but whom you know, that

counts.

Some years ago Dr. Henry Sloano

Coffin became pastor of a large and
rich and influential congregation in

New York City. He found that a
"chapel" had been built for the poorer

members who lived on the poor East
Side of the city. He immediately
issued an ultimatum to his rich con-

gregation: either they would get rid

of the chapel, the poor-man's chapel

and bring the poor folks over into the

regular worship and work of the

church, or he would resign and go
elsewhere to preach. And to this day,

in one of America's richest churches,

you will find rich and poor worship-
ing together!!! Let all the churches
take note and copy!

Ah, the tragedy of snobbery in our
modern world. Not only in the

churches, but in other areas of human
life. Much of the bitterness and hatred
and unrest and hot-spots in the world
today are due directly or indirectly

to the spirit of snobbery, of superior-

ity, of partiality.

TEST BY PERFECT OBEDIENCE
The law of love is the only adequate

law governing human relations. Love
is the fulfilling of the law. If a man
sets out to obey the law he sooner
or later gets into trouble. For if he
obeys every law but one and breaks
that law, he is a law-breaker. But if

a man adopts as the law of his life

the law of love, he finds a new liberty.

The divine commandment is that we
£ re to love God and to love our
neighbor as ourselves. A simple and
striking illustration of the law of love
in operation is embodied in this story.

The British General Post Office sold

a surplus telephone booth to a London
janitor for $28. Reporters became

SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON

SEPTEMBER 2, 1956

By Rev. H. S. Hardcastle, D.D.

Pastor of Berea and Oakland

Congregational Christian

Churches, Chuckatuck, Va.

interested in the matter and tracked
down the buyer. They learned that

the man, a janitor, lived in a base-

ment apartment. He was trying to

learn to play an accordion and was
not very good at it. In the apartment
bouse in which he lived there were
550 tenants. He was concerned about
them and the effect his amateurish
efforts on the accordian might have
on them. So he bought the sound-
proof booth in order not to disturb

his neighbors. There probably was no
law that could make him stop using
his accordian. Only the law of love

operating in his life caused him to

stop. The world is so much in need
of this spirit of kindness and con-

sideration and concern in small mat-
ters as well as in large ones. What
a different world it would be if we
all lived by the law of love. Love is

the fulfilling of the law.

James adds another fine word. "For
he shall have judgement without
mercy, who hath showed no mercy;
and mercy rejoiceth against judge-
ment." Here is an echo of the words of

his brother Jesus, "Judge not, that

ye be not judged, for with what judg-
ment ye judge, ye shall be judged."

TEST BY GOOD WORKS
Martin Luther, who emphasized the

doctrine of justification by faith, did

not think very highly of the Epistle

of James. He referred to it as "an
epistle of straw." This was because
James put so much emphasis on
work. But James did not say that a
man was saved by works. He would
be among the first to say that a man
was saved by faith. But he did insist

that if a man was saved by faith, he
ought to show it by his works. For
him, faith without works was dead.

"Show me thy faith without thy
works," he says "and I will show you
my faith by my works." It is a good
test. It is one thing to proclaim our
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ; it is

quite another thing to express that

faith in noble living, generous giving,

sacrificial service. It is one thing to

tell a poor man that you are sorry

he is poor, and you hope he will get
something to eat and to wear; it is

quite another thing to give him money
or to help him to find a job. A man
cannot be saved by his works, no
matter how good and how many they
are. But he can show by his works
that he is grateful for his salvation,

and he can express through them his

faith. "For as the body without the

spirit is dead, so faith without works
is dead." By their fruits, (their

works ) ye shall know them.
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Party Conventions Get Church Views reflect widely prevailing opinions

throughout the constituency."

There will be no doubt in the minds
of the major party platform framers
as to where the constituency of the

National Council of Churches stands

cn a number of big general issues in

this year of national elections.

Last week Dr. Earl Fredrick

Adams, assistant general secretary in

charge of the National Council's

Washington office, spelled out for the

Democratic platform committee the

churches' concern for "moral, ethical

and spiritual principles" in the forth-

coming campaign. Appearing before

the 108-member body on the eve of

the Democratic Convention, Dr.

Adams also presented the political

leaders with copies of the National
Council's statement on Christian Re-
sponsibility in the 1956 Elections, as
well as texts of numerous official

statements adopted in recent years by
the Council.

This week (Aug. IG) a similar pre-

sentation will be made before the Re-
publican resolutions committee in San
Francisco. Representing the National
Council there will be Charles Magill
Smith, the Council's director of spec-

ial services in Washington.

The documents remind the party
policy makers just where the National
Council stands on 16 important do-
mestic and foreign issues confronting
Ihe Christian conscience today.
Among the positions are: support of
the Supreme Court decision against
segregation in the schools and Federal
aid to education, vigilant defense of

minority rights and a comprehensive
ettack on slums. In foreign affairs,

the party leaders were reminded, the
National Council stands for: contin-
ued U. S. participation in the United
Nations and its specialized agencies,
economic aid and technical cooper-
ation extended to under developed
areas, development of a "trustworthy"
Ejrms reduction program, enactment
of non-discriminatory immigration
laws, and promotion of peaceful world
trade through reciprocal agreements,

Explaining the statements. Dr.
Adams made it clear that their "frame
of reference is not political but theo-

logical."

The 1956 election policy statement,
adopted by the Council's 250-member
governing General Board, was ad-

dressed to the 36,000,000 members of

the constituent church bodies in the

Council.

"The Board docs not presume, of

course, to speak for all constituents

of member churches," Dr. Adams
said, "but from time to time the

Board does speak for itself on current

issues, and it is fair to assume that

the statements of the General Board

Besides the basketball appearances,
1he boys conducted 125 religious ser-

vices in churches, prisons, high
schools, colleges, orphanages and
civic clubs, giving personal witness to

their experiences of faith in God.

Motion pictures taken of the ex-

pedition reveal the varied, often prim-
itive conditions encountered. Outdoor
"courts" including a bull fighting

arena, and an improvised playing area
about half regulation size, on the edge
of the Parana jungle in Brazil.

Another contest in Brazil was played
in 40 degree weather.

Rigors of the trip forced the hos-

pitalizating of several members of the
team on occasion with minor injuries

and tropical diseases.

Accompaning the team were Wayne
Allen, noted musician from Biola Col-
lege, who helped in religious services,

and Keith R,einhard, commercial
artist, who filmed the entire tour.

The team included Paul Benes,
Hope College; Jerry Miller, Wheaton
College; Clyde Cook, Biola College;

.lerry Truax, Wheaton College; Joe
Grabill, Taylor University; Bob Culp,
Anderson College; Ken Stark, Taylor
University; George Selleck, Stanford
University; Dave George, Seattle

Pacific College, and Howard Habeg-
ger, Berne, Indiana, who served as
I'ssistant coach.

The statement also urged high
moral standards for the forthcoming
campaign, declaring that campaigners
"should act with forthright integrity

£.nd disdain all forms of demogo-
guery. . . Important controversial

issues should be lifted up, not watered
down. This debate should not proceed,

however, on the basis of sectional,

racial or class considerations. We are

one people."

Laugh

And Live
The lady had just stepped off the

scales. "Well," asked her husband,
"What's the verdict? A little over-
weight?"

"Oh, no," she replied, "but accord-
ing to the height table, I should be
six inches taller."

"If you wash your face, I'll give you
a piece of candy," said grandpa; "and
if you wash behind your ears, Til

give you two pieces."

"Grandpa," said the small boy,
hopefully, "suppose I have a bath!"

A big league baseball manager's
team had just lost nine straight
games. "Never mind," said a friend,

trying to console him. "You've taught
them the most important thing about
baseball. They're good losers."
"Good!" exploded the manager.
"They're perfect!"

Mose: "How come you in jail?"

Sam: "Fo' throwin' rocks out of
my neighbor's yard into mine."
Mose: "Dat don't sound right."

Sam: "Dey was Plymouth Rocks."

International Basketball

And Religion
The Venture for Victory team of ten basketball stars from seven American

colleges returned to the States this week following an extensive tour covering
six South American countries. The hand-picked squad, coached by Don J.

Odle of Taylor University, brought home a record of 57 successive victories

against no defeats. Selected on the basis of thsir basketball records and
Christian character, the team was one of the strongest ever coached by Odle.

Five times the Americans tallied over 100 points. Stiffest competition came
from the University of Quito team, which held the Ventury for Victory squad
to a nine-point margin.
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INVEST IN OUR

Orphanage
Dear Friends;

Investments are interesting, aren't

they? And they are of many kinds.

I have sort of watched the cities grow
all through this section of country

i.nd wished I had been able, or had
had the foresight to invest, thirty

or forty years ago, in some land

near a small town. A few acres which
could have been bought then for a

few dollars would now be worth a

small fortune.

Perhaps you too have thought about

investments. Forty years ago I tried

John G. Truitt was recently elected

president of the Alamance Executive

club, Burlington, N. C.

to buy an acre of land that was then

very inexpensive but is now worth

many times, many times, what i t

would have cost me then. I was, even

so, unable to raise the extra dollars

it would have cost me.

As I look back acro.ss the years I

see now that it would have been a bad

investment, in spite of the fact that

it is now worth much more. It would

have stood between me and three

wonderful years of training in Prince-

ton Seminary because of the general

circumstances surrounding me at that

time. As it turned out I invested in

life rather than land.

Since then I have had the privilege

of investing in life regularly. I have

watched hard-earned dollars go into

the lives of others. With real enthusi-

asm I have laid the "extra" on the

line for the local church and the

larger "calls" of the church. I haven't

bad much to invest but I took a

chance in helping others. I invested in

them. Sometimes only a smile I could

give. Sometimes only an encouraging

word. Sometimes maybe I lit a torch

in some teenager's life. Other times

I have put my hand in my pocket

and helped.

Tooting my own horn now? No —
just trying to get someone to invest

in little folks here who have been
robbed of almost everything but their

bright faces and good minds. Invest-

ments made in these little boys and
girls will bring great returns. Fre-

quently I read where some wise in-

vestor has put large amounts in child

caring institutions. Or some good man
or woman has set up a trust fund,

the income of which is sent regularly

to help care for homeless children.

Such are investments in human life

and spirit and none can tell how

valuable they may become. Many a
single wasted dollar could be saved
and invested in a little boy, or a little

girl, and everyone would be happier
thereby.

John G. Truitt, Supt.

REPORT FOR AUGUST 22, 1956

SUNDAY SCHOOLS MONTHLY OFFERING

Amount brought forward .. — - - ..-..$12,851.60

Eastern Virginia Conference
Eure .- $30.00

Johnson's Grove 4.00 34.00

North Carolina and Virginia Conference
Mt. Zion, S.S 11.48

Union (Va.), S.S 5.00 16.48

Western North Carolina Conference
Pleasant Cro.ss, S.S. 11.96 11.96

Virginia Valley Conference
Bethel, S.S. 2.00 2.00

Total $ 64.44

Grand Total $12,916.04

SPECIAL OFFERINGS
Amount brought forward $19,739.92

Mrs. J. A. Boland, Burlington, N. C. $ 15.00

Miss Dorothy Branch, Garner, N. C. 70.00

Philathea Class, Reidsville Church 10.00

Circle 8, Woman's Fellowship, Suffolk Church 25.00

Miss Lura Kennedy, Worthville, N. C 30.00

Lehigh Valley Railroad Co. (dividend) 1.20

In Memory of Mrs. Mollie T. Murphy 5.00

In Memory of Dr. Stanley C. Harrell 50.00

In Memory of Mrs. Mary S. Murphy 5.00

In Memory of Mrs. Mary S. Murphy 5.00

In Memory of Mrs. J. H. Fitch 5.00

Special Gifts 246.90

Total .$ 468.10

Grand Total $20,208.02

Total for the Week $ 532.54
Total for the Year $33,124.06

E;rci::Tr memorial gifts
Dear Dr. Truitt:

Please accept the enclosed $ as a memorial gift

to the Christian Orphanage in memory of:

(NAME OF DECEASED) (CITY) (DATE OF DEATH)

(SURVIVOR TO BE WRITTEN) (ADDRESS)

Name —

Address
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Books By
Our Leaders

"Decison in Crisis" is the interest-

ing title of an 80 page book just

published by Greenwich Book Pub-
lishers of New York. The author is

B. M. Currin, Jr., of Burlington, who
is a member of the North Carolina

and Virginia Conference and a grad-

uate student at Duke University.

In a recent review by Howard White
in the Burlington Times-News it is

stated that "the publisher calls the

book 'A Call for Personal Commit-
ment to Christ in Our Age of

Anxiety'."

Dr. James T. Cleland, dean of Duke
Chapel, is quoted as saying that the

work is "A courageous, and not in-

effective attempt to restate the Gospel
by a serious divinity student who has
read widely and listened wisely, and
expresses himself with almost a journ-

ijlistic flair."

This book by one of our young
preachers can be found in book stores

now.

The other writer in our midst is

Professor W. W. Sloan of Elon Col-

lege. His book comes from his teach-

ing of Bible and is a survey of the

Old Testament. It is intended to meet
Ihe demand for a text in simple words
which can be understood by laymen
or college students.

Publication is by the Abingdon
Press, the world's largest publishers

of religious books. The book will come

JACKSON
On July 16, 1956, God in His infinite

wisdom saw fit to call from our midst
Mrs. Philip L. Jackson, 53 years of age,
who was a member of Damascus Con-
gregational Christian Church of Sun-
bury, North Carolina.
We, the members of the Woman's

Fellowship of which Mrs. Jackson was
a member, wish to express our grateful
appreciation of her tireless efforts in

behalf of the Kingdom of God and to

emphasize our deep affection for her by
adopting the following resolutions:

1. That we realize Go:l doeth all things
well. While we mourn the loss of one
who has meant much to us, and to others
as well, we bow in humble submission to

from the press sometime within a
year. Dr. Sloan has called it "God
Marches On," but the publishers pro-

P'ose as a title, "A Survey of the Old
Testament, a Textbook for Under-
graduates and Laymen."

It is good to have such writers in

our midst. We can compliment them
best by reading their books.

BOARD OF PUBLICATIONS

TO MEET

The Board of Publications will meet
Wednesday, September 5, at our
church in Henderson, NorLh Carolina.

Those who have ideas concerning ths
improvement of this paper and how
to get it read by our people are in-

vited to tell any member of the board,
the superintendent of the Convention,
or the editor. We covet your help.

Some hearts may long for the days
that are past.

But our eyes with hope of the
future glisten,

Lo, now the dawn breaks upon the
sky.

Lean out your soul and listen.

The world calls freedom's radiant
way

And brightens with our sorrow.

The power of wrong may be strong
today

But the right shall reign tomor-
row.

His divine will.

2. That we keep in lasting remem-
brance the high Christian standards and
ideals of service, kindness, unselfishness
and joyfulness which were in her daily
living.

8. That we extend our deepest sym-
pathy to her family, and commend them
to our Heavtnly Father who said "Let
not your heart be troubled."

4. That a copy of these resolutions l)e

sent to the family, a copy to the Chr's-
tian Sun for publication, an 1 a copy to
be placed upon the minutes of the
Woman's Fellowship.

Mrs. I. H. Pearce
Mrs. W. B. Carter
Mrs. E. E. Parker

What Do You
Throw Away?
WALTER GRAHAM

That question was prompted as a
result of a I'ecent visit to two dwell-

ings, one where a man lives alone
and rents space to anyone who will

stay with him and the other of a
rather large family.

In both of these houses, it is a rare

occasion when anything is thrown
away. Truly the houses, not called

"homes," were hardly fit for humans
to live in.

Getting away from the debris of

old papers, empty bottles, odds and
ends of every possible type, what do
you throw away in other realms?

Do you put aside unpleasant mem-
ories? Can you easily forget people
who irk you, either in or out of their

presence, or do you store up grudges
and hurts for later reflection and am-
plification?

What do you do with the myriad
opportunities to say "hello" as you
pass down the street of your home
town? How about going out of your
way to write a letter to a friend who
has lost a loved one, congratulate an
associate on a raise?

Many times a day in just the ordi-
nary routine of life, you have spare
minutes. Do you waste them or do
you use them to say a little prayer for
yourself or others — or read a few
pages or a chapter in a good book?

How about your day dreams? Are
you perfectly content with your life

as it is, thus throwing away small
bits of ambition to be up and doing?

Are all your expenditures good
financial investments or are some of
them merely throwing more good
money after bad?

God has a purpose for every life.

Happy is the man who so spends all

of his time and uses all of his re-

sources and talents that nothing is

thrown away except the valueless.

In The Fellowship

The preacher of colonial times was
truly a leader of his flock. He com-
forted and sternly approved, and was
revered by old and young alike. It

is related that when a stranger asked
Parson Phillips of South Church at

Andover, Massachusetts, if he was
"the person who served here", the
parson replied, "I am, sir, the parson
who rules here".

3n jHemonam
"Blessed are the dead ivhu die in the Lord."
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GROUND-BREAKING FOR SOPHIA CHURCH

A long-time hope of our church at Sophia, North Carolina, found the beginning

of fulfillment when ground was broken for a new church building Sunday afternoon,

August 19. Shown in the picture is the pastor. Rev. Avery Brown, shoveling the

first spadeful of dirt; Stacey Hayes, chairman of the building committee; Leonard

Staley, J. C. Hollingsworth, Mrs. Troy Hall, Mrs. Mabel Webster, members of the

committee. This church of eighty members, organized in 1910 as a Congregational

church, is undertaking without aid as yet to erect a new building on a new location at

a cost of some $20,000. The sanctuary is to seat 200 worshippers, and six classrooms

will be for the use of the growing Sunday school. The building is to be of block and

brick construction, and much of the work is to be done by members and friends.
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Here And There Among The Churches
HAMPTON ROADS UNION

It is planned that the Hampton
Roads Congregational Christian

Union will be organized on September
11 to include our eleven churches in

Norfolk, South Norfolk, Portsmouth,
Newport News, and Great Bridge.

Each church will be represented by its

pastor and two lay delegates. It is

planned that meetings will be only

on call, when there is necessary busi-

ness to be considered.

It is believed by many that this

new organization will greatly facili-

tate projects of value to our churches

in the Hampton Roads section of Vir-

ginia. These include united action in

advertising, in gatherings of laymen
and laywomen, in operating a School

of Religious Education for church

school teachers and administrators, in

sponsoring mass meetings, union

evening services, and cultivating and
developing fellowship among our
churches.

HOME-COMING AT HAW RIVER
will be observed next Sunday, Sep-

tember 9, with Mr. W. W. Sharpe
leading the Sunday school at 9:45,

Rev. H. V. Harmon, pastor, preaching

at eleven o'clock, and a picnic dinner

after church served on the lawn of

Dr. and Mrs. J. C. Wilkins. Former
members, and friends are invited.

ALBEMARLE MEN INVITE
E. AND R. MEN

Martin A. Deese

The Laymen's Fellowship of the

Albemarle Congregational Christian

church had as its guests at the regu-

lar monthly meeting Saturday night,

August 25 the Brotherhood of the

First Evangelical and Reformed
church of Charlotte, and Mr. S. H.

Pell and Mr. Brown from Pleasant

Ridge.

After a delicious supper consisting

of barbecued chicken with all the

"fixings," Mr. Pell spoke on the his-

tory of our church and of the Lay-
men's Fellowship. Following the

formal service, men of both groups

enjoyed talking with each other.

We feel that the meeting was of

great help to us in becoming better

acquainted with our future church,

the combination of the Congregational

Christian and the Evangelical and
Reformed, which will be known as

the United Church of Christ.

Mr. Ardelle Simons is our local

president and is doing a fine job.

MOONELON camps have finished

for the summer. Reports indicate that

it has been a good season. Fuller

reports are expected soon. The camp
is available for church groups at any
time.

A GOOD REVIVAL at Lakeview
is reported by the pastor, Rev. G. H.
Veazey. While no members were
added, attendance and interest were
good, and the attendance at Sunday
school and church the Sunday follow-

ing was greater than before the re-

vival. Rev. John Truitt, Jr., former
pastor, was the guest preacher for

the revival.
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MT. OLIVET TRAINS CHILDREN
AND SUBSCRIBES TO THE SUN

Winona Morris

Although our group of churches is

without a regular minister, the Mount
Olivet church in Green County, Va.,

held its annual Bible School in July.

The children and young people practi-

cally demanded the school, so we got

busy and gaVe it to therri.

Teachers were Misses Garnet and
Doris Morris, Mrs. Harold Herring,

Mrs. Elphis Morris, Mrs. Bill Pernon,
Mrs. Norman Morris, and Miss Win-
ona Morris, director. Several other

people helped by transporting child-

There were fifty-two fine, obedient

children enrolled. All were eager to

learn.

Today (August 26) we are sending
in a list of subscribers to THE SUN
which includes all of our church
families, plus some extra subscribers.

Many are subscribing because of a

special campaign put on for about a
week. The remainder of the list of

twenty-one was made possible by a
gift from one of our members, Nor-
man W. Morris.

We feel that our new subscribers

will derive a great benefit from our
church paper, just as our regular

subscribers in the past have done.

ROCKY FORD OPENS
NEW CHURCH

On August 26 our Rocky Ford
church in the Blue Ridge mountains of

Virginia opened the new building they

have wanted, and needed, for years.

They have moved from up on the

mountainside down near the new
school. Doing most of the work them-
selves, they have erected a slag block

building 32 by 70 feet with basement
under about half of it.

A former pastor. Rev. G. H. Veazey,

preached the opening sermon, and
reports that the building is attractive

and useful, that the people are enthu-

siastic and that the pastor, Rev.

Dwight Moore, a student at Elon, has

done a fine work this summer while

living with the people there. Mr.

Veazey expresses the confidence that

the church is really going to be of

service in its community.
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God Answers Prayer
I know not by what nnethods rare.

But this I know — God answers prayer.

I know not when he sends the word
That tells us fervent prayer is heard;

I know it cometh soon or late,

Therefore we need to pray and wait.

I know not if the blessing sought

Will conne in just the guise I thought.

I leave my prayer to him alone

Whose will is wiser than my own.
Anon.

NEWS FROM LEBANON

The week of August 6, was Chris-

tian Stewardship Week at Lebanon
church. We had the privilege of

having Rev. Fred Register with us

and we learned much about Christian

stewardship. The men met in the

church each night and the ladies met
in different homes in the afternoon

v/ith Mr. Register. This was a rich

spiritual lift to all who heard him.

This week was a blessing to all of

us and it helped us to realize that

it is not what money does, but what
giving may do for the givers that

counts, and that stewardship must
begin with the individual Christian

before it can get into our homes and
churches. We feel that the men did

2. great thing when they went out

Sunday afternoon convassing in the

homes of the members of the church.

We are very proud of this step our

church has taken in accepting the

unified budget and we feel like great

things will be accomplished in the

future. The people of Lebanon are

very grateful to Rev. Mr. Register

for the fine work he did while with

us. He was an inspiration to all who
heard him.

The young adult group of Lebanon
church sponsored a brunswick stew

recently at Semora which netted them
$121.91. This will be turned over to

the building fund of the church. This

group has a goal of $500 to reach by
Christmas for the building fund. We
know it will be paid.

There was no worship service at

Lebanon the first Sunday night in

September, as the church gave Rev.

Robert Bennett that time for vacation.

We realize that he certainly needs one

for he faithfully works with our
church and its members. We missed
him and his family that service, but
will be looking forward to our third

Sunday service when he will be back.

HAYES CHAPEL PROGRESSING
B. G. Partin, Jr.

During the past two pears Hayes'
Chapel Christian church has made
much progress under the leadership
of Rev. Rosser Lee Clapp, our pastor.

This progress is both physical and
spiritual.

Recently we have built two new
Sunday school rooms and a vestibule,

repaired the church roof, painted the

church inside and out, and bought a
new piano and some other Sunday
school equipment. Now we are in the

process of landscaping and improving
the church grounds.

Our attendance has almost doubled
during the past two years. At the

recent Eastern North Carolina Sunday
School Convention we received two
banners — the Progress banner and
the Mission banner. We are proud of

them, and hope to keep them two or
three years.

We had a successful Bible School
with an average attendance of ninety
pupils, leaders and workers. This is

the first year we have had the Bible
School separately. We observed Child-

NORFOLK LEADERSHIP
TRAINING SCHOOL

Our churches in the Norfolk area

are planning a Leadership Training
School to be held at the Congregation-
al Christian Temple September 23-27.

Plans include registration at 5:30 on
Sunday afternoon, a light supper at

6:00 and two 50-minute class sessions.

Other evenings the sessions will begin
at 7:30 and end at 9:45.

All courses will be accredited by
the Division of Christian Education
of the Congregational Christian

Churches and the Division of Chris-

tian Education of the National Coun-
cil of Churches.. Sunday school teach-

ers and officers and those who would
like to work in this field are urged
to take advantage of this fine oppor-

tunity.

CHARCOAL CLUB GIVES PARTY
Members of the Charcoal Club met

recently at the Shallow Well parson-

age in Sanford, North Carolina to

give a "going away" party for the

Rev. and Mrs. Julius Rice, who are

moving to Bayside Church, Norfolk,

Virginia.

This club is an informal group of

f.tudents and graduates of Duke Di-

vinity School and their wives, mem-
bers of our denomination. Those
present for the party in Sanford were
Rev. and Mrs. Thomas Madren and
their daughter Melody Joy, Rev. and
Mrs. Rosser Lee Clapp and son Chris,

Rev. and Mrs. Bill Starnes, Rev. and
Mrs. Bill Simmons, Rev. and Mrs.

Reuben Askew, and Rev. and Mrs.
Max Vestal. Guests of the club were
Rev. and Mrs. Warren Matthews.

ren's Day and Home-Coming Day
this year for the first time in many
years. We have close fellowship and
cooperation through the church.

DATES TO REMEMBER
September 18-19 — Mission Board Meeting — Moonelon

Fall Conferences:

October 29-30 — Virginia Valley Central Conference, Linville, Va.
Mr. Clarence A. Phillips, President.

October 31-November 1 — Eastern Virginia Conference, Suffolk,

Va., Mr. M. B. Williams, President.

November 6— Eastern North Carolina Conference, Christian Light,

near Fuquay Springs, N. C, Rev. Carl Wallace, Pres.

November 7 — Western North Carolina Conference, Hanks Chapel,
near Pittsboro, N. C, Rev. L. M. Presnell, President.

November 8 — North Carolina & Virginia Conference, Hines
Chapel, near McLeansville, N. C, Dr. H. E. Robinson,
President.
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EDITORIALS

When September Comes
When September comes, and it has come, it

is time for the churches to check on what has been
done during the year, and to plan for the com-
pletion of the Conference year's work.

Reports that have come this way indicate that

our churches are in the midst of a fine year of

activity and accomplishment. Within a month or

two complete reports are to be made to the Con-

ferences. These reports are very important; they

will be used by many church groups and by
historians to tell what we are doing in our day.

The reports should be complete and accurate.

Much may need to be done during September
and October. If apportionments have not been
paid in full, if salaries or other bills are not up to

date, if the members have not contributed what
they should this year, there surely will be matters

of finance to consider.

Then there are plans to be made for the

coming year. A budget that will include all the

financial needs of the church should be made

carefully; considered well, and adopted by the

church.

Promotions are to be made in the Sunday
school and youth groups. Teachers are to be
secured who will really teach members of their

classes and who will enthusiastically seek for new
members. Officers of the church are to be select-

ed who will see that their part of the church pro-

gram is properly planned and the work accomp-
lished.

We must not forget the World-Wide Com-
munion on the first Sunday in October. Rally

Day, Thanksgiving, and Christmas programs mean
much to a church when they are properly planned
and executed.

Planning is a very important part of the church
work. Never begrudge the time it takes to plan
carefully all the work that needs to be done for

the church. It will pay big dividends in success-

ful attainment.

Welcome To Elon College

This week a new freshman class, expected to

be about five hundred in number, will arrive on

the Elon College campus with the supposed pur-

pose of attaining collegiate education. Many of

them will be away from home for the first time.

They will be on their own for the first time.

Decisions may be difficult to make since they have

been accustomed to have them made for them, or

to have been assisted by their parents. But

suddenly they are no longer youth but are college

men and women.

Colleges are accustomed to welcoming such

persons, and are expert in guiding them from

youth to adulthood. That is part of the business

of institutions of higher learning, and especially

Christian colleges. It is expected, therefore, that

the welcome to our college campus will be a

happy experience for those who honor our insti-

tution with their presence.

At Elon this year many of the students will be

housed in beautiful new dormitories, and all will

dine in lovely surroundings. Graduates of an-

other day who have not been back to Alma Mater
for several years can scarcely imagine the beauty
and comfort of the new buildings which will be
the home for our college students. An old grad
remembers the story of the student who asked

a faculty member where he could get someone to

take wood to the third floor for his fire and was
told by the professor: "I am not busy right now;
I will carry it up for you."

It is a new Elon College to which our students

go this year. They will surely be pleased, and
will proudly care for the buildings so those who
follow them may also enjoy lovely surroundings

in which to live.

While this paper cannot speak officially for

the college, it is certain that all former students,

graduates, teachers, and all friends of the college

will receive a very cordial welcome whenever
they find time to visit this grov/ing institution that

we all love.
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Dr. Denison Dies In Iowa
The Rev. Dr. Warren Hathaway

Denison, Secretary of the General
Convention of the Christian Church
since 1927, died suddenly August 27

L.t his home in Grinnell, Iowa.

Dr. Denison was born in 1870 at

Huntersland, New York. A graduate
of Antioch College, Yellow Springs,

Ohio, he received a Master of Arts
degree from that school in 1897 and
a Doctor of Divinity degree from Elon
College, Elon College, North Carolina,

m 1908.

He was ordained to the ministry of

the Christian Church in 1896, and
served in various pastorates from
1896 to 1918. In 1918 Dr. Denison
became Superintendent of the For-

ward movement of the Christian

Church. He served as President of the

Mission Board and as Secretary of the

Bureau of Stewardship, Promotion
and Social Service of the Christian

Church from 1922 to 1926.

After the union of the Christian

Church with the Congregational
Churches in 1931, Dr. Denison served

as an assistant Secretary of the Gen-

Former Norfolk

Minister Dies

A recent issue of ADVANCE
carried the following announcement.

The Rev. Philip S. Sailer, Congre-
gational Christian minister, died in

Carversville, Pa., on June 26, 1956.

Mr. Sailer was born in Finesville,

N. J. in 1867 and was ordained in

1893. He started his inistry in Tully-

town, N. J. and came to Carversville

in 1895. After spending a number of

years in other parishes, he returned

to Carversville in 1937 and served the

Congregational Christian Church
until his death.

A note from Mrs. L. W. Stagg,

who sent the notice for this paper,

j.nd who was a member of Memorial
Temple, says:

"Dr. Sailer served very acceptably

at the old Memorial Temple in Nor-
folk during the earlier days of his

ministry, and was well known, and
beloved throughout the Eastern Vir-

ginia Conference."

eral Council of the Congregational
Christian Churches until 1939. He also

served from 1931 to 1939 as the Ex-
ecutive Secretary of the Commission
on Christian Stewardship of the Con-
gregational Christian Churches.

Since 1939 Dr. Denison has been
i^'Ctive in specialized services in church
administration and church finances.

Dr. Denison has served as a trustee

of Defiance College, Defiance, Ohio,

and as Secretary and member of the

Board of Trustees of the Christian
Publishing Association, Dayton, Ohio.

He was a member of the United

LEADERSHIP

The Chairman of tlie Department
of Evangelism, Dr. A. E. Acey, of

Danville, has given general direction

1o the development of plans. The out

of state leaders will include: Dr. Paul
Sturges, New York City, Director of

Educational Evangelism, National

Council of Churches, who will discus?

"The Christian Teaching Mission,"

and "Community Home Visitation

Evangelism." and Dr. Wayne E.

North, Nashville, Tennessee, Field

Director, World Wide Church Attend-

ance Movement, who will discuss "The
Virginia Church Attendance Effort,"

and "The Community Preaching
Mission."

BASED ON SCIENTIFIC STUDY

As a basis for discussion, members
of the Conference will receive a sum-
mary of Dr. W. E. Garnett's recent

s-.tudy of Virginia churches and church
trends. This study indicates that ap-

proximately one half of Virginia's

citizens are unchurched. The central

Stewardship Council of the United
States and Canada.

Dr. Denison was the author of A
Vital Christian Approach to Church
Finance.

Dr. Denison is survived by two
children, Martha Lucy, (Mrs. Adrian
Rondileau) and Mary Alida, (Mrs.

Judson E. Fiebiger), of Grinnell, Iowa.

A host of friends in the Southern
Convention will long remember Dr.

Denison for his effective leadership,

Christian spirit, and eager interest in

our area. At 86 he was exceedingly

t>ctive, alert and anxious for the wel-

fare of the churches. THE CHRIS-
TIAN SUN will miss his generous
counsel, and extends to the family
::incere sympathy in their sorrow.

problem for each conference will be:

HOW CAN THE CHURCHES OF
A COMMUNITY WORK TOGETHER
MORE EFFECTIVELY TO FOR-
WARD THE WORK OF EVANGEL-
ISM IN THE COMMUNITY?
These Area Conferences on Evan-

gelism will be different from other
conferences on Evangelism. Each con-
ference will undertake to develop a
consensus of opinion regarding the
importance of COOPERATIVE
EVANGELISM and regarding the
steps which ought to be taken in

order t o make COOPERATIVE
EVANGELISM effective in the com-
munity.

CLERGY AND LAITY INVITED
All ministers, laymen and church

women who have a concern for devel-
oping plans to extend the influence
of the Christian Gospel to the other
half of Virginia's citizens are invited
to attend one of these conferences.
Each conference will open at 9:45
a. m. Lunch will be served at noon and
each conference will close at 3:45
p. m.

Area Conferences On Evangelism

By Virginia Council Of Churches

For many months, the Department of Evangelism of the Virginia Council of
Churches has been developing plans for holding three Area Conferences on
Evangelism, as follov/s:

NORFOLK — September 10 — Y.W.C.A.

RICHMOND — September 11 — Y.M.C.A.

ROANOKE — September 12 — Y.W.C.A.
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Feet
HENRY E. ROBINSON

VARIOUS PARTS OF THE BODY HAVE SERVED OFTEN AS
SYMBOLS OF THE SPIRITUAL GRACES

Our feet are the portion of body
which is in contact with the ground.
An old adage says: "Keep your feet

on the ground." In other words, this

means to face reality, to see life as

it is, to deal with one's problems
lealistically. In many situations the

path we tred is stony and rough. Our
feet grow sore. We are ready to turn

back. But God has furnished us no
other way to travel. We must keep
our feet on the ground and in the

path.

Our feet are symbols of motion.

Indeed, in these days we are on the

move. No other generation has been
so mobile. We travel hundreds of miles

quickly and in comfort. Does this not
demand of us that we surely know
where we are going? In this fast

moving age we can become lost very
quickly when we travel with speed in

the wrong direction. Hence, more per-

tinent than ever is the prayer for

guidance, "Direct us, O Lord, in all

our doings —" should be daily on
our lips. A number of years ago some-
one asked if trains did not make for

a better world. The answer came
back — yes — if good people ride

on them. Otherwise it meant that

meanness would travel faster and
further.

The foot not only may be mis-

guided but it may be used to hurt

people. We know about people who
go about kicking others around, step-

ping on feelings. The word "kick" is

epplied to actions of those who are

disgrunted and dissatisfied. We say

they are always "kicking" about

something. We must ever be watchful

that the foot which is such a powerful

instrument for good is not used to

hurt, tear down, and destroy.

One of the old gospel hymns con-

tains these words: "I'll go where you

want me to go, dear Lord." This

promise is in response to Jesus com-

mand: "Go ye into all the world and
preach the gospel to every creature."

He also during his ministry sent forth

his disciples two by two on missions

of teaching and healing. The word

"apostle" means "one who is sent."

And what shall carry us? Feet will

carry us — feet that are dedicated,

consecrated, and directed according

to his holy purposes. "How beautiful

upon the mountains are the feet of

them that preach the gospel of peace."

When Jesus wished to assure his

FRANK R. HAMILTON, MINISTER

The theme of our overall church
program this Fall and Winter is "A
Growing Church Family." It stresses

the point that we in this church are

a family, and that we need to grow
in our realization of what it means
to be a part of a church, and what it

should require of us in the way of

responsibility and service. All our
thinking and planning and effort this

Season will focalize on developing our
"sense of belonging" to God's family,

His Household of Faith, With this

sense of belonging we will endeavor
to cultivate and develop a "sense of

responsibility" that will issue in de-

dicated service.

Our theme implies the importance
and the need of growth, —mental,

moral and spiritual progress and
development, — in the personal realm,

in the church's organization, and in

our social outreach, as we touch the

lives of others. We want to grow in

luimber of members in our church,

and in our church school and young
peoples' fellowships; growth must be

manifest in ever more efficient organi-

zation of our talents and resources

to do His work. We should grow in

our prayer life, and in our service

for others. Those of us who have
committed ourselves to Christ, can

disciples of his devotion, humility,

and service, he took a towel where-

with he was girded and washed the

disciples feet. Jesus does not come in

person to perform this act today for

us. But surely we can be cleansed by

spirit and say with Peter, "Not my
feet only, but also my hands and my
head." In his spirit of commitment
let us this day bear in mind the path
which leads to some humble threshold

which needs our presence to say the

comforting word, to bring companion-
ship to loneliness, to bear the tidings

of good news which is the gospel. And
may we never forget in our prayers

and our gifts those who have gone in

our stead to the far corners of the

earth to bring peace, goodwill, and
understanding in the name of Christ.

be recommitted to grow in grace and
the knowledge of Him. With the plan-

ned increase and outreach of our
church program, we need to consider

carefully and prayerfully our growth
in giving for the support of the

church's mission, here and elsewhere.

To emphasize areas of growth and
improvement, it is planned to have on
the first Monday evening of each
month, a "Church Night", when our
entire church family breaks bread to-

gether, and then convenes in various
segments for the monthly business

and inspirational meeting of the var-

ious organizations. It will be a
monthly gathering for each member
of every family, with a nursery for

the little tots, a movie for the older

children, and group organizations of

Ihe church for young people and
adults. There will be a place for every
one of every age to learn and to grow.

Stress on growing as a church family

will be evident in our church school,

in the Worship of the church, and in

the programs of the varied organi-

j-ations that make up our church
family. As was said of our Lord, let

us also "grow in stature, and in favor

with God and man" through worship
and study and service in this church
we love, which merits and deserves

our loyal devotion.

In The Voice of the Temple

Fall andWinter Christian TempleTheme

A Growing Church Family
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A Pod Of P's About The
Deering Pastors School

H. S. Hardcastle

THE PLACE:
Deerins: Center is in the heart of

the New Hampshire hills clothed with

lovelv trees, covered with green grass,

rtudded with lovely lakes. The Center,

including about sixteen hundred acres

is owned by the Home Board out-

right and is used for long periods for

m.nny nurposes. There is a very large

central building serving as dining hall

find kitchen and chapel and auditor-

ium, etc. another large building which
houses classrooms, library, lounging
room, "camp family" quarters, and
a modern laundery well equipped.

There are a large number of sturdily

built cabins nestling cozily under the

trees, with modern conveniences close

at hand. There are also cabins for

families — professors and their wives
and children. There is a spacious
"campus" with croquet grounds,
volley ball courts, and a large base-

ball field. There is also a large swim-
ming pool of fresh, ever changing
water located in a lovely spot at the
Center. The Center is an ideal place
tor any kind of Conference or School.

THE PURPOSE:
The Home Board maintains the

Pastor's School at Deering as a special

service to ministers of our fellowship.

The School is designed as a "refresher
course" for ministers, especially of

town and country churches. Here in

ideal conditions, under expert and
experienced leadership, ministers, and
their wives, spend three weeks i n
fellowship, study, recreation and wor-
ship. It is a rewarding, renev»^ing, re-

memberable experience. No minister

who attends the school is eligible

to return until after five years, thus
making the School available to as
many men as possible.

THE PEOPLE:
The Faculty is of the highest cali-

ber, outstanding men in their fields.

Dr. Truman Douglass, Executive
Secretary of the Home Boards is the

Dean of the School. This year the

professors were: Dr. Roger Shinn of

Vanderbilt School of Religion, who
taught a course on Theology. Dr.

Browne Barr of Yale taught the

course on Homiletics, Dr. David
Napier the course on Old Testament,
Dr. Wesley Hotchkiss the course on
Rural Sociology, and Reverend Robert

Spike the course on worship. Each of

these men was an authority in his

field. Napier was also from Yale,

while Hotchkiss and Spike are the

heads of our Departments of Town
;;nd Country, and of Evangelism and
Worship respectively. It was an in-

.".piration to be in the classes of these

men and to talk with them informally.

The Student Body, about fifty in

number came for the most part from
the states East of the Mississippi, but
there were men from Texas, Washing-
ton (State) Puerto Rico and one man
from Australia. In addition to our
own Congregational Christian men,
there were a number of E. and R.

men and their wives and this added
to the enrichment of the fellowship.

These men represented all shades of

theological outlook and many differ-

ent types of churches. There was a

fine spirit of fellowship throughout
the School.

The Camp Family, consisting of Mr.

and Mrs. Rodney Gilbert and a num-
ber of high school and college young
men and women looked after our com-

fort and convenience in a splendid

way. A registered nurse was also on

duty throughout the school, but

fortunately did not have much to do.

Mrs. Johnson, the cook, served an

abundance of delicious food in large

variety. Miss Bayer, Dr. Douglass'

Secretary handled the details of the

school most efficiently and graciously.

Thus it was that about a himdred

of us, including the professors' wives

and children, lived together for three

weeks in lovely surroundings and in

fine fellowship.

THE PROGRAM:
Classes every day, including Satur-

day, four every morning, with a brief

intermission, and one class after

lunch. A study period or quiet peroid

was observed for a couple of hours

after lunch each day. Recreation

period was from four to six o'clock

and was greatly enjoyed by the minis-

ters and members of the camp family

in a variety of games, including match
games of volley ball and soft ball

between the groups. Morning prayers

were held every morning and evening

prayers or vespers every evening.

There were a variety of programs
each night, with Satruday night a

kind of family night, featuring good

pictures. Services of worship were

lield on Sundav morning in the nearby
Peering Center Congregational

Church with members of the faculty

ns guest preachers. A Communion
Service was held on the last night of

the school, with Dr. Douglass preach-

ing the sermon.

A very nopular feature of the

school was the Sundav evening "open
house" which Dr. and Mrs. Douglass
lield at their summer home Hilltop.

In a majestic panorama of hills and
mountains, and above a large lake at

the foot of Hilltop, picnic supper was
held on three occasions. Then the
group gathered in the house or on
the large porch and sang the great
hymns of the church. These were
happy occasions and our hearts will

be warmed upon every remembrance
of them. A group also took a tour
of the White Mountains on one
Sunday.

THE PRODUCT:
There is no machine which can

register the results of such a school.

But there is no doubt but that those
who attended the school returned to

their work, rested and restored in

physical strength, quickened and
stimulated in mind, renewed in spirit,

and in consecration and devotion. It

is quite likely that there is no money
that the Home Board spends that

pays larger dividends for the King-
dom than the allocation it makes for

the Deering School every year.

It should be added that Reverend
and Mrs. Melvin Dollar and the writer

represented the Southern Convention
at Deering. There were other men
from the Southern States there, in-

cluding Negro ministers. The writer

hopes to go back to Deering in 1961! !.

WHY LIVE IN SIN?

G. H. Veazey

I want to know, if one can tell,

A single reason why
Some people never pray to God
Until they come to die?

They live for self, and never stop

To take one serious thought

That one great day, they know not

when,
They'll face the deeds they've

wrought.
The Bible j)lainly teaches us

The way we ought to live —
That one great day we'll meet the

Judge
A strict account to give.

In Lakeview Bulletin Where Rev.

Mr. Veazey is the pastor.
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United Church Of PhiHppines
A Bird's Eye View of the United Church of Christ in the Philippines

By Bishop Proculo A. Rodriguez

It is a Christian community of 300,000 souls having joined together from

the following denominations: Presbyterian, U. S. A, Congregational Christian,

Evangelical, United Brethren, and Philippine Independent Methodist.

It has four Jurisdictions by the Basis of Union, each with a bishop as

overseer.

The title bishop is an administrative title and not a status for life.

There is only one ordination in our United Church of Christ in the Philippines.

A bishop may be elected for three terms of four years each, and then no more.

The Highest Governing Body — The General Assembly, The Executive

Committee (meets every 2 years), 4 Bishops, 2 General Officers, and 8

Leaders (1 moderator and 1 lay representative from each jurisdiction).

The fraternal workers or mission-

aries are requested by a personnel
committee with Filipino and mission-

ary representatives from each demon-
ination assigned to a task and area.

If a missionary is not happy he can
tell this personnel committee.
Our frequent getting together is

uniting us more closely. We each spur
one another according to our point

of strength. And the section or sect-

ions previously neglected gets atten-

tion now. We are all convinced we are
the stronger for the union.

We have some twenty city churches
and all the rest are town and country
churches.

The rural churches predominate
upon agriculture for occupation and
livelihood. Some 75% of the Filipinos

live in villages of less than 2000
people.

Except the so-called Home Mission
projects supported in two cases joint-

ly local and outside ( foreign ) sources,
all the local churches are self-support-

ing.

All the annual Conferences or As-
sociations are self-supporting. This
includes circuits.

The helps that come from the co-

operating Mission Boards in the
United States, go to the Departments
of Promotion on the National level,

namely

:

Promotion of evangelism; steward-
ship; literacy and literature; relig-

ious education; rural reconstruction;
women's work and youth work. One

gent of volunteer lay workers. Of the

total of a little over 500 who are in

charge of shepherding the flock, one
half are unordained. In the situation

where the ordained ministers are re-

sponsible for from two to five con-

gregations on the average, the laymen
have to take a large share of the

lesponsibility. The laymen serve as

follows

:

( 1 ) supply preaching and pastor,

(2) raise funds for erecting church
buildings or support outreach pro-

jects, and (3) act as trustees of

church-related high schools and also

secure support for these.

It has a growing contingent of wom-

NOTE: Dr. Rodriguez, an outstand-
ing leader and a Bishop of the
United Church of the Philip-
pines, presented the foreign

mission study on "Southeast
Asia" at the Elon School of

Missions last June. The
above article comes from the
notes on one of his lectures

which he loaned to Mrs. Booth,
editor for the Southern Con-
vention women.

Jishop and Mrs. Proculo A. Rodriguez

half of the Bishops' salaries come
from this pool, but there is a goal

of complete assumption of this part

by the jurisdiction at the end of a

ten year period from this year.

To describe the present character-

istics of this church, apart from its

constitutional set-up, the picture

would be like this:

It is a church with a heavy contin-

en taking an increasing load of re-

sponsibility in the program of the

Church.

(1) They promote and support

Kindergarten projects, (2) help sup-

port church-related schools, (3) In-

stitute Family Life Conferences, and
(4) secure scholarships for minister-

ial students.

The church believes strongly in the
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strategy of church-related schools —
chiefly high schools and a limited

number of colleges. Whereas formerly
the missionaries were almost altogeth-

er opposed to the idea, Filipino leader-

ship, has convinced them of its

wisdom.

It has been shown that we have a
better chance of getting more candi-

dates for the church vocations.

Our SiHim-in University supported
by the Presbyterian Board has sent
men to important positions in public
service and has given a good name
to all the Protestant bodies in the
Philippines. It has actually secured
for us a place in higher councils of

the government.

The Church believes in a well edu-
cated ministry both for home and
foreign service. We have a union
project with the Methodists on the

Bachelor of Divinity level; another
theological school on a little lower
level requiring two years of prepar-

atory college work before the pro-

fessional studies of three years, and
a year on the field before graduation.

This is strongly oriented to the needs
of rural situations, having strong em-
phasis on rural sociology beside the

approved theological courses.

For the present our church fmds
these two projects too heavy to carry
alone but it is here where your Ameri-
can aid is giving us strategic strength.

The Church believes in sharing re-

ppons'bility in the total mission of

the church all around the earth. It

took a leap of faith when the General
Assembly in 1952 voted to send Fili-

pino Missionaries to Indonesia and
Thailand in answer to invitations of

the National Councils in these coun-
tries. To Thailand was added a nurse.

To Indonesia we may soon add a
teacher in mathematics. To a nev/

field, Okinawa, we are sending a den-
tist. There are a number of our re-

cent graduates who are offering them-
selves for missionary service.

We feel under God that there is

great wisdom in helping Indonesia to

make more effective lier 2,000,000
Protestant members. Their leadership
is limited in number as the Dutch
had not prepared them for this day
of independence and changed political

situation.

Where there is general feeling

against the white man, the brown
Filipino with equal zeal and devotion
can fill the gap. The Ecumenical
Church then may give the necessary
support where our Church is not able
to provide. Here comes the great
achievement of strength of the Ecu-
menical Church.

Lastly, the United Church in the

Philippines wants to play a strong
part in realizing the formation of a
strong council in East Asia where
the neighboring churches may consult

with one another in the advancement
of evangelization in that part of the

earth. With the other countries of

South East Asia we believe that we
should have the opportunity to size

up our situation and by mutual con-

.^ultation arrive at some conclusions

legarding policies without being ob-

structed by voices from far away
church authorities before we have had
a chance to exercise the best thinking
of peo])le who have arisen from the

indigenous cultures.

Of course, criticism from friendly

sources should always be welcome. It

u. in fact necessary. But too often has
cold water been thrown upon sug-

gestions newly inspired. And it is a
fact that supposedly world commit-
tees have met on occasions without
representatives from the East. Can
anyone blame us for desiring partici-

pation on full equality basis when it

is inspired by gratitude for the grace
of God and to exercise obedience to

His Holy Will on the highest level';'

Indian Statement

On Missions
Two foreign missions officers of

the National Council of Churches
jiave warned that American Chris-
tians should go slow in assessing both
the truth and the importance of a
I'cport critical of the missionary
movement issued recently by the
State of Midhya Pradesh in India.

The report, drawn up by an official

committee of inquiry, urged the with-
drawal of missionaries sent to India
primarily to proselytize, called for

restrictions against proselytizing

Indian citizens, and sought establish-

ment of a Christian Church supported
only by Indians.

In a joint statement Dr. Marlin D.

Farnum and Dr. Roland W. Scott,

respectively chairman and executive
secretary of the National Council of

Churches' Committee on Southern
Asia, stressed that the Indian group
spoke only for a state in India, not
for the Government of India itseif.

Moreover, the state committee did not
include a recognized Christian leader
and its investigatory methods appear-
ed biased from the beginning, they
s^id.

The missions officials sharply criti-

cized a further claim by the Indian
group that Christian evangelization is

Greensboro Gave
Bibles At

Christmas
Mrs. 0. H. Paris

As the end of the year draws near
and we look back over the work of

our Society, or' Auxiliary, the'e ^'^

always some orogram that stands out

and you think of it again and again
because it brought meaning and in-

spiration to your life.

One such program for the Greens-
boro Auxiliary is our Christmas pro-

gram — "Annual Christmas Party"
we call it — a time when all the

circles come together in the Fellow-

ship Hall of the church to mingle,

have fun, and to shaj'e the Christmas
£'pirit. At the close of the evening,

in a service of worship and dedication,

we bring our Christmas offering.

Sometimes our gifts are in the form of

money, again it is some other desig-

r:ated friendly service, which is always
over and above our quota.

Last year our friendly service

chairmam asked that we bring Bibles

for our Christmas offering. She sug-

gested that we personally select the

Bible, as we would for a close friend,

put our name in it, and bring it to

the party.

It was a real experience to be one
of a hundred women who brought and
placed one hundred Bibles at the foot

of a lighted Christmas tree, praying
that those who received them may,
too, realize some of the glory of

Christmas as we know and experience
it.

These Bibles went to Africa, India,

the Philippines, Cotton Valley School
in Alabama, the Church of the Open
Door in New York, and a goodly num-
ber to Superintendent J. T. Stanley
to fill requests from two mission
churches in his area.

Our Christmas was made happier
because we felt that perhaps one
bundred more people would have a
Bible of their own to turn to, just

as we do, in times of sorrow and
distress, and in times of joy and
thanksgiving.

directed at reviving "Western suprem-
acy". Said their statement: "It is

astonishing to learn that an official

committee should reach such a con-
clusion. . . This misconception as seri-

ously reflects upon the Indian Church
as it does upon those Churches in

ether lands that have repeatedly
shown their desire to be free from
national and political complications."
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Our Women Report
Richmond Women
Report Active Year

Mrs. Dennis F. Cofer,

President.

"To look up and not down,

To look forward and not back,

To look out and not in,

And lend a hand"

Edward Everett Hale

With the inspiring theme, "Out of

the Heart of the Gospel" ever before

us, we have been busy trying to meet
some of our responsibilities during
the year.

We started off the year with a very
informative speaker, followed by a

tea. A letter of invitation was written

to all the women of our church to

i.ttend the first meeting and all other

meetings because we realized every

woman is a member of this fellowship.

Our study book, "Hope Rises From
the Land" has been reviewed. A talk

on Indian Americans was given and
slides were used emphasizing the main
points of interest. Our opportionment
has been paid quarterly. We observed
World Community Day, World Day of

Prayer and May Fellowship Day.

Our fellowship has helped finan-

cially as follows

:

(a) Redecorating the church
sanctuary

(b) Family night supper

(c) Entertaining the Elon Choir

(d) Recovering floor of Fellow-

ship Hall

We belong to and are active in the

United Council of Church Women. We
have helped the Detention Home by
paying a small amount for the Chap-
lain's expenses. At Christmas time,

stockings were filled with useful items

as well as edible things. These were
given to institutions in our City.

One of our members, Mrs. Louise
Dunn Lewis, has attended all meetings
of the United Church Women of Rich-

mond for over five years and has re-

ceived open recoi^iiition at one of their

meetings. It wus pointed out that

this was an outstanding attendance
record. Our church was number one

in having such a record.

Flowers and gifts have been sent
to our sick and bereaved members
during the current year.

The fellowship has the fifth Sunday
of the months as an assignment from
our Sunday School Superintendent for

the opening program on our women's
work. This usually is a missionary
program. The Thank Offering Pro-

gram was observed and emphasis was
given to our church in South Africa.

The collection amounted to $22.00.

The annual bazaar and turkey dinner

v/as held last November, netting the

organization $165.20. Three pairs of

pajamas have been sent as our friend-

ly service project. Shampoo and pe-

cans have been sold during the year

to help buy items needed for our

church.

The Lenten banks were used this

year and we received $107.50 from
them, one-half of which was given to

our church treasury.

We have used the literature packet

and found it most helpful. May we say

thanks to those who prepared it. We
i'.ponsored a reception for our beloved

pastor and wife. Dr. and Mrs. Roy
C. Helfenstein, who retired on July 1,

1956.

In closing, I would remind us all

that the integrity and strength of

))urpose of the Women's Fellowship

depends on each individual.

Valley Women's
Board Meeting
Mrs. Jean White, Secretary

The Executive Board of the Valley

Conference Women's Fellowship met
at the home of Rev. and Mrs. R. E.

Newton, Luray, on July 26. Twelve

members and fourteen visitors were

present, including nine life members.

A special guest was Mrs. J. L. Neese,

whose husband is serving as supply

pastor of Shonrock Group.

Mrs. R. A. Whitten led the opening

v..'orship. The district superintendents

gave reports of the Spring Rallies.

Miss Lucy Clark was the guest speak-

er at all these rallies. $43.62 was the

amount of offerings from these meet-

ings to be sent to Ceylon.

Mrs. Virginia Monger was chosen

to serve on the nominating committee
in the absence of Mrs. Minnie Hensley.

The theme of the Fall Conference
will be "Think on These Things."

Albemarle Society

Reorganizes
Mrs. M. H. Troutman

On Thursday night, August 9, the

two circles of the Albemarle Women's
Fellowship met in joint session in

the basement of the church.

President Lena Sells called the

meeting to order and led the devotion-

al neriod.

The purpose of the meeting was to

divide into three circles. This was
done by the shake-un system. After
the group was divided, each circle

retired to separate rooms to elect

their officers for the coming year.

When this was completed they re-

assembled to elect the general offic-

ers. Mrs. Bettie Talbert Harward was
elected to serve as president, Mrs.
Violet Kimmer as vice-president, and
Mrs. Marshall Troutman was re-elect-

ed secretary-treasurer

After the business session, the

social chairman served refreshments

to all who were present.

We are looking forward to a great
vear among our women, and we seek

God's guidance that we may do his

will in all that we undertake.

An Organ For

Isle Of Wight
Mrs. Goe. F. Walls

The Women's Fellowship of the

Isle of Wight Christian Church has

had a most interesting year. We have
enjoyed our study books and the pro-

grams from the "packet". Our biggest

effort of the year went for an organ

for our church — and in just a few

months our Fellowship, with the help

of the choir and the Men's Bible Class

had a new Hammond Spinet all paid

for and installed. In addition to our

Friendly Service Quota, we have con-

tributed to Patrick Henry Hospital

for the Chronically 111 — a wonder-

ful institution near us that cares for

the aged and ill.

Our church and our Fellowship are

so small in number, that it is hard

to separate accomplishments by
groups. We have sponsored Vacation

School with two neighboring Meth-

odist churches. Our World Day of

Prayer has become a tradition in the

community. We are blessed that

everyone works so well together for

the Lord's work in our church and
community.

10 The Christian Sun



Russia As Seen By Americans
Conditions Are Improving

W. W. Sloan

Americans can't get enthusiastic about living in Russia. We saw no one in

rags or bad clothing. We found but one or two beggars. However, clothing

is fitted poorly and is drab. Prices are fantastic. It is impossible to say
what prices are. Russian money is not on the world market. We had to pay
twenty-five cents for each ruble. At that rate chocolate bars cost $4.25 to

$7.50; cotton dresses from $43.50 up; women's shoes $119 up; men's shirt and
tie $37.75 up; a glass cake plate $55.00.

The question rises, What are the

wages? I asked the manager of a

textile mill employing 3100 people.

I also asked the director of a great

apartment house building project. In

both cases I was told that the average
of all employees is 800 to 1000 rubles a

month. When I talked with the U. S.

ambassador he said he had been given

the same figures but could not learn

how many top men with salaries

thirty to forty times the lower

workers were included. Taking this

figure at face value would make the

ruble worth about twenty-five cents.

This makes the price of food and
clothing extremely high.

On the other hand rent is very low,

about five per cent of one's salary.

Every one rents, as the government
owns everything. One may build or

buy a summer home at a resort but

the government still owns the land.

In some parts of Russia homes may
be similarly built, but in Moscow and
Leningrad no single family houses are

being constructed. There are some
iairly old ones built of logs. In Mos-
cow the government is building about

33,000 apartments a year. Most of

these are nine story buildings; a few
ehow places are much taller.

Apartments look much like the

cheaper ones we built thirty to forty

years ago. Most are two rooms plus

kitchen and bath. There are no built

in cupboards or closets. Outward ap-

pearance is not bad, but closer ex-

ij,mination shows very poor workman-
f^hip. We saw outside tile coming loose

irom buildings only three years old.

This poor workmanship is doubtless

due to the lack of trained craftsmen.

Most physical work, brick-laying,

plastering, paving, concrete work is

done by women. The one collective

farm we visited employs 140 men and
260 women. When one learns that

from sixty to seventy per cent of the

physicians are women the question

is raised, what do the men do? A
partial answer is that a great many
men were killed during the war and
that a large number are now in the

armed forces. This great number of

employed women and a certain

amount of legal abortion has cut the
birth-rate to such an extent that
Russia's population is decreasing a
bit.

Moscow has numerous grandiose
show-places, its permanent agricul-

tural fair, new skyscraper govern-
ment buildings, down-town streets

175 feet wide, its subway. Two years
i'go in Christchurch, New Zealand a
man talked with me about subways.
He spoke well of those in Paris, Lon-
don, New York, "but of course they
are nothing compared to the Moscow
saibway". I attributed this to his Com-
munist leanings, but must apologize.

I have seen the major subways of

the world and must admit that those
of Moscow are by far the most beauti-

ful, cleanest and probably most effi-

cient. Marble, alabaster, flourescent

lighting and statuary make them more
beautiful than most palaces. The
tomb of Lenin and Stalin in Red
Square in front of the Kremlin is

the most modernistic edifice in Mos-
cow. A line of people miles long passes

every day through the tomb to see

the bodies of Lenin and Stalin. We
had difficulty analyizing our own
impression as we "viewed the
lemains" of these two heroes of the

U. S. S. R. We wonder when Stalin's

body will be removed.

Russia claims to have no illiteracy.

Seven years of schooling is compul-
sory. This is being raised to ten.

Among the requirements for the first

ten years are six years of foreign

language, algebra, geometry, trigon-

cimetry, chemistry, physics, astron-

omy. Those who make high grades
are taken to the universities which
produce great numbers of scientists

and engineers. Some of the thinking
these people learn to do may in time
be applied to new ideas of govern-
ment and world relations.

The major university, that at Mos-
cow, is startling. Most of it is housed
in a new group of buildings on the

edge of the city. The central building

is thirty-two stories high. This is

flanked by two eighteen story build-

ings. Next to these are six nine-story

buildings. Most of the students live

in small apartments in these build-

ings. Of the 23,000 students 5,000
are taking their work by correspon-
dence. When one gets his education
in Russia he is told where his govern-
ment needs him most. He has very
little choice. He is like the man who
is reported to have said, "I am told

that I have lost my mind, but I don't
miss it."

While the apartment buildings have
many trees and flowers around them
practically no provision is made for

parking automobiles. Most Russians
never expect to own a car, but this

is true only to a lesser degree of

most people of the world outside the
United States. On one count I found
240 trucks to a hundred cars on Mos-
cow streets. Except for sports events
and dramatics there are no advertise-

ments in Russia, in newspapers or
subways. There are no bulletin boards.
Show-windows in stores are small.

There is little inducement to buy.
Prices are often given as 201 rubles
or $52.30 where we should commonly
try to entice people by quoting $1.99
or $49.98.

The nearest to western selling is

a Russian version of the Good Humor
man — woman in white costumes
with small carts from which they sell

ice cream or soft drinks. A bit of

capitalism creeps in here too. Farmers
have their own gardens. Their wom-
en stand along the city streets selling

llowers, fruit and vegetables they
raise. Very small apples sold for two
rubles or fifty cents each.
There are few luxuries. I walked

about three miles through crowded
streets in Moscow and found only
ten people smoking. The only hearing
aid we saw was that of one of our
party. It attracted attention where-
ever he went. A comparatively small
number of people were seen wearing
glasses.

Russians everywhere were courte-
ous to us. In the subway and at an
open-air concert Russian people in-

sisted upon giving us their seats. They
are eager to be friendly to foreigners,

to get acquainted. A great many
Orientals, Chinese and North Kore-
ans, are in Moscow and Leningrad,
but few from outside the Iron Curtain.

Some Russians are getting permission
to visit the West. As Communists and
non-Communists get to know one
?nother Russian isolation and mis-

trust will disappear. Our visit may
be but a drop in the bucket, but every
drop helps.
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Christ Among The Churches
Memory Selection: Behold I stand at the door and knock; if any man hear my

voice, and open the door, I will come in to him and will sup with him,
and he with me. Revelation 3:20.

Background Scripture: Matthew 18:20; John 21:1-44; Revelation 1-3

Devotional Reading: Revelation 3:7-13

We do not know who wrote the book of Revelation. There is great
difference of opinion among scholars as to who did write it, that is, which
John wrote it. It makes no difference — its messaofe is just as vital as if we
did know who wrote it. It is a mysterious book, full of mysteries. There are
cams folks who profess to know all about it and who can decinher all its

hidden meanings. Bewsre of such folks! Bishop Moore says that when he
meets such a man he shakes his hand, savs "I'm glad to have met you" and
then turns avmv to seek "lower altitudes" whe^'e he can breathe. But this
does not mean that because we cannot understand all of Revelation, we cannot
understand anv of it. There are many practical lessons in this mysterious and
even fantastic book.

A REVELATION OR UNVEILING
"The revelation of Jesus Christ"

— thus opens the book of Revelations.

This is the key that unlocks the book.

It is an uncovering, an unveiling, a

disclosing. It is as if a great door
swung open. And the central figure

is Jesus Christ. The unveiling of

Christ, the final truth about Christ,

is in this last book of the Bible. He
is the Alpha and the Omega — the

first and the last. He is the Con-
quering Christ. He is Lord and King
and Savior forever and forever. Amen.

A COMPANION IN TRIBULATION
The book is written to men and

women who are in great tribulation,

who are undergoing persecution. It

is also written by a man who himself

is suffering for his faith. He is their

"brother, and companion in tribula-

tion. He has been banished to a lonely

island and put to forced labor because

of his loyalty to Jesus Christ. There-

fore his words have weight. There
lore they carry courage and inspir-

ation. The words of any man who has

suffered for his faith, who has been
loyal to his convictions at great cost,

carry weight. It was because Christ

was tempted and because He suffered,

that He is able to help us.

IN THE SPIRIT ON THE
LORD'S DAY

It was because John was "in the

Spirit on the Lord's day" that he heard
a great voice, and saw a great vision.

"In the Spirit on the Lord's day —
what a difference that can make in

a person's life." Here is one man who
uses the Lord's day for loafing, for

recreation, for working around the
house, for reading nothing but the

Sunday paper, for purely secular pur-

poses, and he does not hear any word

jrom God and he sees no vision of
better things. But here is another
man who is "in the Spirit on the
Lord's day" — the spirit of reverence
and worship, the spirit of humility,

the spirit of obedience, and there come
into his life new insights into truth,

new uplift of spirit, new outlooks upon
life, new adventures with God. What
a difference it would make if people
came to a service of worship "in the

Spirit on the Lord's day"!

ALIVE FOREVERMORE,
"I am he that liveth, and was dead

and behold I am alive forevermore,
Amen". It is the living Christ who
speaks. It is the One who has con-

quered the Cross and the Grave, and
who is alive forevermore. God has
highly exalted him and given him a
name that is above every name, and
placed him upon the throne of the

v^orld. He has given to him the keys
of death and the unseen world. His
word is with power. He is clothed

with all authority. He is sovereign of

the imiverse. Death no longer has
dominion over him, or over those who
commit themselves to him. Because
he lives, we too shall live. Let those

who are undergoing trial and tribula-

NOTE: See page 15

for September 9 lesson

SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON

September 16, 1956

By Rev. H. S. Hardcastle, D.D.

Pastor of Berea and Oakland

Congregational Christian

Churches, Chuckatuck, Va.

tion remember this fact, says John
in the opening words of his letter.

LUKEWARM, UGH; UGH; UGH;
"So then, because thou art luke-

warm, and neither cold nor hot, I

vi'ill spew thee out of my mouth. "Not
very elegant language, but under-
standable at that. If the Church at

Laodicia had been enthusiastic and
afire with zeal something good could
be said in its behalf. If it had been
violentlv opposed to Christ, he could
have done something for it. But he
could not stomach it because it was
lukewarm, neither cold nor hot. One
suspects that there are a number of

churches which make our Lord feel

V little squeamish in his stomach.
To be sure thay have nice building
and budgets. Their services are pre-

cise and formally correct. Their mem-
bers are well dressed, well-to-do,

socially accepted, creedally correct,

ethically and doctrinally sound. But
there is no fire in the church. The
church is lukewarm. Self-satisfied,

self-righteous, exclusive, comfortable,

fiuite tolerant, undisturbed by con-

ditions in their community and in the

country and the world, they are little

more than covmtry clubs or civic or-

ganizations. Not bad at all, simply
indifferent. But that indifference is

I. plague. Indeed one suspects that

Christ would rather have a church
be against him, than to be indifferent

toward him. The warning against the
church at Laodicea needs to be sound-
ed forth in our modern world.

LOVE AND REBUKE
"As many as I love, I rebuke and

chasten." And his rebuke and his

chastening are an expression of his

love. Where do folks get the idea that

ii they love God everything will be

fine and dandy? He disciplines and
rebukes us and chastens us because he
loves us and because he wants to

develop us into men and women of

moral and spiritual stature.

CHRIST AT THE DOOR
"Behold I stand at the door and

knock. If any man will hear my voice

and will open the door, I will come
in and sup with him and he with me."
Holman Hunt has put this truth in

vn unforgettable way. Christ stands

at the door and knocks. The latch

string is on the inside. He is a Gentle-

man, he will not enter unless invited.

But if we hear his voice and open
the door, he will come in and sup
with us. He furnishes the feast, —
forgiveness, joy peace, power, eternal

life. Today if you hear his voice

harden not your heart, but open the

door and let him in.
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Elon's Building Program
L. E. Smith, President

It is a privilege and a pleasure to

report to our total constituency —
church, alumni and friends — that the

three new buildings, McEwen Memor-
ial Dining Hall, Virginia Hall, a dorm-
itory for girls, and Carolina Hall, a

dormitory for boys, are all completed.

These three buildings are first class

from every standpoint, and were

ready for use when the school opened

September 4. Virginia Hall will ac-

comodate eighty girls and Carolina

Hall will house 126 boys. Both build-

ings are filled to capacity.

With West Dormitory it is a dif-

erent story. It was quite a job to

decide just what to do with West.

It was finally decided to do a major
job of repairs; repair the plaster on

walls, re-do all ceilings, install a new
system of plumbing and lighting from
top to bottom, build seven new bath
rooms, build new closets in every

room, re-arrange the first floor for

adequate social facilities for faculty

members and students, paint the

building completely, inside and out,

re-do all floors, waterproof the build-

ing outside and install modern fire

escapes. The cost of these repairs

is not to exceed $90,000. That is a

lot of money, but it is a lot of work;
it means that we shall have what will

amount to practically a new building.

It is not ready for occupancy at the

opening of school, but will be very

soon.

Rooms for boys are completely

filled, and in fact we have had to

turn away some who wished to enter

as boarding students. This is to be

regretted. Plans are under way for

the erection of an additional dormi-

tory for boys.

Prospects for our college were
never brighter than they are today.

We appreciate the increased interest

on the part of the church and the

alumni and the spirit of co-operation

that is being manifest on the part of

many.

Under such circumstances it is easy

to understand that additional funds

will be required for current opera-

tions. So far we have been able to

meet all obligations as they have
fallen due. When I think of the spirit

of the church towards the college and
the fine corps of ministers and leaders

that we have in our churches, I have

no doubt whatsoever that we shall

continue to meet all obligations and
close the ensuing year "out of the

red" and with a spirit of expectancy

r;nd optimism.

New Faculty

Members
When the faculty of Elon College

met Monday evening of this week to

begin the 1956-1957 school year,

there were nine new members in the

group of those who will teach for

us of the Congregational Christian

churches. Registration began Tues-

day, September 4, and by the time

this paper is in the hands of the

.subscribers our college will be busy
on its new year's work.

Among the new Elon faculty mem-
bers is Mrs. Sylvia Dean Harbert, a

native of Panama City, Fla., who will

become dean of women. A graduate of

Florida Southern College, she received

the M. A. degree from the University

of Florida and had additional study
at Harvard University. She was form-
erly assistant dean and registrar at

the University of Tampa and was
more recently coordinator of high
school relations at the University of

Miami.

Dr. and Mrs. Leslie E. Hartley,

coming from the faculty of Waynes-
burg College in Pennsylvania, will

each join the staff of Elon's Depart-
ment of Education. Dr. Hartley, a

native of Montana, was educated at

Waynesburg College and Ohio State.

Mrs. Hartley, native of Ohio, was
educated at Ohio State. Both held

faculty posts at College of the Ozarks
m Arkansas several years.

Dr. John D. Sanford, a native of

Chatham, Va., and a well known
figure in college and professional

pports circles in the South Atlantic

area, is to be chairman of the Depart-
ment of Physical Education and will

cdso serve as director of athletics and
baseball coach. Another addition to

the Elon physical education staff is

Joseph Bryson, of Greensboro, an
Elon graduate who had much success

as a coach at Greensboro's Bessemer
High. He will teach physical educat-

ion and be assistant football coach.

Prof. H. S. Hackney, who hails

from Tallahassee, Fla., comes to Elon
from Mississippi A. and M. College

and will serve as professor of French
c.nd Spanish. He received the A. B.

and M. A. degrees from Emory
University and has done advanced
work at the University of North
Carolina.

Prof. Thomas D. Hall, a native of

Akron, Ohio, who holds the master's

degree in both history and modern
languages from the University of

South Carolina, will join the Elon

faculty as a professor of history.

Prof. Blake W. Godfrey, of Pell

City, Ala., is a new member of the

Jtaff in the Elon Music Department.

He holds the master's degree in sacred

music from Southern Baptist Theo-

logical Seminary in Louisville, Ky.

Mrs. Richard G. Phillips, of Bur-

lington, who is an Elon graduate, is

to be an added instructor in the Elon
Commercial Department. She has
taught in Alamance Schools in recent

years.

News Release by L. N. Byrd

APPORTIONMENT GIVING
Our churches and Sunday schools

for the conference year now approach-

mg its close have co-operated gener-

ously and helpfully. The contributions

to date are considerably in excess of

last year as of even date. These con-

tributions, though apparently small,

coming week after week mean a great

deal to the treasury of the college

f'ince its obligations must be met week
after week and month after month.
If contributions from our Sunday
schools and churches continue to come
in as far beyond that of last year

to the end of the conference year we
shall move right along up toward the

total amount of $35,000 apportioned
by the Convention and approved by
the several conferences. Let's make
an effort to see that every church
pays its conference apportionment in

lull, not only for the college, but for

every other institution, board and
cause of the Convention appearing in

the Convention's benevolent budget.

Previously Reported: $14,774.72

Eastern North Carolina
Conference:

Fayetteville 11.50

Eastern Virginia

Conference:

Cypress Chapel 8.00

Mt. Carmel 22.67

North Carolina and
Virginia Conference:
Elk Spur 6.00

Western North Carolina
Conference:

Shady Grove 45.00

TOTAL: $ 93.17

GRAND TOTAL: $14,867.89
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Abundant Food
At Our Orphanage

John G. Truitt, Supt.

Once in a great while the Orphanage gets a real "break." A big wholesale
poultry dealer in Burlington gave us this week 3,500 pounds of frozen chicken
which we put into our cold storage compartment. Now I am telling you
the cold storage is full because we already had several hundreds of pounds
of beef (roasts, steaks, stewing beef) and chicken in it.

The summer gardens have furnish-

ed vegetables which have been har-

vested, prepared and placed in the

freezer as follows : 800 pounds o f

butterbeans, 875 pounds of butter

peas, 600 pounds of green beans, 315
pounds of squash, 500 pounds of okra,

and from Mrs. Capel 300 pounds of

peaches and J. C. Matthews 1,000

pounds of peaches. I have been telling

you that the deepfreeze was a big

one, and besides this we have two
large deepfreeze boxes which we were
using before the "former children of

the Orphanage" installed the big built

in freezer.

Also we have put in the big pantry

in the past few weeks: 26 quarts of

fig preserves, 51 quarts of grape

jelly, 300 quarts of peach preserves,

144 quarts of berry jam, 150 quarts of

beet pickle, 288 quarts of cucumber
pickle and 800 quarts of canned
peaches.

And besides this our kitchen has

been preparing three fine meals each

day for our orphanage family. We
have sold some vegetables and have
plenty left in the gardens. The better

crop weather plus the small irrigating

system and the lake is really paying
off. In the meantime neighbors have
paid us more than $230.00 for the

privilege of fishing in our lake. We
have fifteen cans of lard with about

45 pounds to the can that we wish

we could sell. This is perfectly good
lard and will eventually be sold at

a low figure. We can see that we
shall have that much more than we
can use.

All the above seems a mighty big

supply but when I learn how much it

takes in twelve months it seems not

too much after all. We want you to

know how thankful we are for

everything. And also we wish you
to know we are trying hard to make
this Golden Anniversary year a year

to close with all notes and accounts
paid in full. With your help we can
do it.

The biggest concern around here is

how well we may do by each individ-

ual child. The child must be happy
and healthy of mind, body and spirit.

This is the great concern and goal

always.

HAVE YOU MADE YOUR

GOLDEN
ANNIVERSARY

GIFT

TO THE ORPHANAGE?

REPORT FOR AUGUST 29, 1956

SUNDAY SCHOOLS MONTHLY OFFERINGS

Amount brought forward $12,916.04

Eastern North Carolina Conference
Fayetteville $ 3.00 $ 3.00

Eastern Virginia Conference
Cypress Chapel . 8.00 8.00

North Carolina and Virginia Conference
Elk Spur 4.00

Reidsville, S.S. 64.00 68.00

Western North Carolina Conference
Antioch (C) 23.03

Shady Grove 35.00 58.03

Total - $ 137.03

Grand Total $13,053.07

SPECIAL OFFERINGS
Amount brought forward $20,208.02

Rev. J. A. Lowe, Gibsonville, N. C $ 15.00

Service Guild Circle, Palm St. Christian Church,
Greensboro, N. C 5.00

Cong. Christ Church, Asheboro, N. C. 5.00

Ladies' Bible Class, First Cong. Christian Church,
Henderson, N. C. ..- 25.00

In Memory of Rev. Joseph Fix 5.00

Special Gifts - 252.50
Total .... $ 307.50
Grand Total $20,515.52
Total for the Week $ 444.53

Total for the Year .$33,568.59

Ercl°Tr MEMORIAl GIFTS
Dear Dr. Truitt:

Please accept the enclosed $ as a memorial gift

to the Christian Orphanage in memory of:

(NAME OF DECEASED) (CITY) (DATE OF DEATH)

(SURVIVOR TO BE WRITTEN) (ADDRESS)

Name -

Address
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The Source ofHuman Conflicts
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR SEPTEMBER 9

Scripture: James 3 and 4.

Memorize: Strive for peace with all men. Heb. 12:14.

Why do people fight with themselves, and with others? Answer this and
you are at the heart of human relations. Many answers are given. Think of

these:

We do not understand. Confusion
may come from being tired, lack of

careful thought, undisciplined emo-
tions, or unwillingness to do right.

If we do not understand ourselves,

how can we be sure of others? Not
knowing the motive of others can
cause many conflicts. Try to under-
stand.

We want to have our own way.
Selfishness is not a word we like to

apply to ourselves, but we like to be
that way all too often.

"They say." Rumor, gossip, half

truths, hateful sayings, slander —
these are fires set by the tongue, and
when enflamed by emotions lead to

wars in church, community, nation,

and world.

Inner impulses. God gave us many
desires that when properly controlled
are useful, but otherwise may be very
destructive. Anger is an illustration.

It is good when properly directed, but
terrible when allowed to run uncon-
trolled.

This book of James was probably
written by a brother of Jesus. Try
leading it with this in mind. Suppose
you are a Christian at some little

church in Asia about the year 75 A. D.
and this letter gets into your hands.
The twelve Apostles are all dead
except John who is a Bishop at
Ephesus. Paul is dead. The church

argues about so many things. You
are confused. Then comes this letter

from the Lord's brother. Read it and
see what it does to you.

NOTE: Several people have said

they want the S. S. lesson earlier than
it has been reaching them, so Dr.

Hardcastle just skipped a lesson and
is giving his notes a week in advance.

These notes are added for the benefit

of any who may need such. Editor.

Laugh

And Live
Harry Oliver tells about an Indian

and two other men who were riding

across a big desert waste. They'd been
in the saddle since early morn and
their talk got around to the big dinner
they hoped for when they got to town.
The Indian was asked if he was
hungry. He all but grunted, "No."

After they reached their destin-

ation, they ordered steaks with all the

trimmings, and the Indian was the
first to scrape his plate absolutely

clean. "Ho-ho!" laughed one compan-
ion, "when we asked if you were
hungry just an hour ago you said no."

"No use hungry on desert," said the
Indian calmly. "No grub there."

A PRAYER
By St. Francis of Assisi

God, make me an instrument of thy peace;
Where there is hatred, let me sow love;

Where there is injury, pardon;
Where there is doubt, faith;

Where there is despair, hope;
Where there is darkness, light;

And where there is sadness, joy.

O Divine Master, grant that I may not

So much seek to be consoled as to console;

To be understood as to understand;
To be loved as to love;

For it is in giving that we receive.

It is in pardoning that we are pardoned.
And it is in dying that we are born to eternal life

Amen.

UNION BUILDS FOR EDUCATION

Mrs. W. S. Daniel

The foundation of an educational

building for Union Congregational
Christian Church, Virgilina. Virginia,

has been laid and the work is moving
forward. The new building will incude
an assembly hall, nine or ten class

rooms, pastor's study, ladies lounge,

kitchen and rest rooms.

Plans for the structure were drawn
by Edward Wilkins of South Boston.
These plans were presented to and ac-

cepted by the church. Contractor
Jake Reebles of Buffalo Junction is in

charge of the construction wrok.

A CAMPING TRIP was enjoyed by
the senior high school class of
our Winston-Salem church August 21
in a Virginia state park where there
was fishing, swimming, etc., says Mrs.
John Fuller.

A Debt To
The Lord

Phyllis supported her three boys by
taking in washing and making a
splendid garden. Never was there a
more industrious woman than she.

She disliked to accept favors — but
lor her church she would. One day
as I came in from school I found
her waiting.

"I know," she said, "that my laun-
dry money is not due until next week,
but could I have it now? You see
to-day is the day the quarterly pledges
are due at the church — and even
if you are poor, you like to i^ay your
promises to God."

It was this same Phyllis who grate-
fully accepted one Christmas a length
of khaki drill to make her boys some
pants to wear to school. She was a
neat seamstress, and when the shorts
were finished she dressed the boys in

their new pants and brought them to

show me.

"Phyllis," I said, "those pants are
beautifully made but aren't they a
bit large for each?"

"Yes, they are!" she said, "I made
'em big on purpose. That is awfully
good material, and I was not going
to have those boys outgrow 'em before
they outwore 'em!"

Nellie M. Walker
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The Rev. Joseph Thomas
Unusual ReHgious Figure

LUTHER N. BYRD

One of the most interesting and
tmusual fir; 11 res in churcli annals of

North Carolina was that of the Rev.

Joseph Thomas, often called, "The
White Pil,c;rim." The name was given

him because he always wore garments
of pure white while touring church
circuits of a dozen states preaching

in scattered backwoods churches and
in homes of his followers.

The itinorant minister, who prench-

ed the beliefs of the present Congre-
gational Christian Church, had a big

part in setting the foundations for

the Southern Convention.

Born At Hawfields

•loseph Thomas was born March 17,

1791, in the Hawfields community of

what is now AlamFince County but
liis ))reaching tours took him into the
Mid-West and as far north as New
York. He was the youngest of nine
children of parents who had migrated
from Pennsylvania into Piedmont
North Carolina, and from childhood
he was subjected to a strong religious

influence.

Financial reverses struck the fam-
ily while Joseph Thomas was a child,

and he was api^renticed to a neigh-
boring farmer. He later went to live

with older brothers in Southwest Va.
and while there was crippled by what
he described in his diary as "the
white swelling." While crippled he
thought of becoming a minister. His
real conversion into the Christian
Church oeeurred at the age of 15 at

on old-fashioned camp meeting in his

native Hawfields community.

Baptized By O'Kelly

In the autumn of 1807, when young
Thomas was IG years old, he journed
on foot to a Christian conference at
Raleigh and was baptized by Rev.
James O'Kelly. He began preaching
at once, leaving the Raleigh gathering
for a tour of middle and eastern
Virginia.

Ill health struck again in the early

days of his ministry, and he writes
in his dairy of "spitting blood" while
walking through snow and ice during
the winter of 1C03 to fill a preaching
appointment at Apple's Chapel in

Guilford County. Not even the hem-
morhages could quench his religious

zeal, and he continued his preaching-

lours for moi'e than 25 years until his

death in 1835.

Many and varied were the exper-
iences of the white-garbed "Pilgrim."
He wrote of leaping fully clothed into

a stream in Virginia to rescue a young
girl from drowning and told how the
girl later embraced the Christian
faith. He also described how he and
his wife, whom he married in north-

ern Virginia in 1812, had a narrow
escape from drowning while crossing

a flooded stream.

Frequently Visited Old Home
At frequent intervals during his

career the "White Pilgrim" would
return to his North Carolina home.
In 1818 he taught one three-months
term in a school at old Providence
Church at Graham. This school later

became an academy and was expanded
and moved to become the present Elon
College.

While on a preaching tour in New
Jersey in 1835. Thomas was fatally

stricken with small-pox. It is legend

that the community where he died

wns so afraid of small-pox that thn

people refused to permit burial of

the minister there. It was then that

members of a rural church near John-

sonburg, New Jersey, offered the

"White Pilgrim" a last resting place.

His remains rest there beneath a

modest marker that tells of his long

ministerial service.

THE WHITE PILGRIM

A memorial window in the Congrega-
tional Christian Church, Haw River,

North Carolina.

THE WHITE PILGRIM

I came to the spot where the Wnite
Pilgrim lay,

And pensively stood by the tomb;

When in a low whisper I heard some-

thing say,

'How sweetly I sleep here alone.

"The tempest may howl, and the loud

thunder roll,

And gathering storms may arise,

Yet calm are my feelings, at rest is

my soul.

The tears are all wiped from my
eyes.

"I wandered an exile and stranger

below
To publish salvation abroad;

The trump of the gospel I endeavored

to blow,

Inviting poor sinners to God.

"But when among strangers and far

fi'om my home

—

No kindred or relative nigh

—

I met the contagion and sank in the

tomb,
My spirit ascending on high.

"Go tell my companions and children

most dear,

To weep not for Joseph, though
gone;

The same hand that Led me through
scenes dark and drear.

Has kindly conducted me home."

— Elder John Ellis
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REV. WALTER C. TONG

Organ of the Southern Con-
vention of Congregational
Christian Churches.

Editorial and Publication
offices at Asheboro, North
Carolina.

On August 2 Rev. Walter C. Tong, his wife, and

daughter Annarae, sailed for Fornnosa where he is to

continue his missionary activities.

Mrs. Doris White Lindsay, who sent the above picture,

said that the picture was nnade when Mr. Tong was on

the Elon campus recently seeking candidates for the mis-

sion field. Mrs. Lindsay, of High Point, North Carolina,

is the daughter of Dr. M. J. W. White of Luray, Virginia.



Here And There Among The Churches
GROUND BREAKING for the new

Warwick church, Rev. A. Lanson
Grenger, pastor is scheduled for

three o'clock next Sunday afternoon.

Superintendent W. T. Scott is to

share in the service. This is

the second church that Mr. Granger
has organized, the other being
Asheboro.

HAVE YOU HEARD the broadcast
of the morning service of the Beverly
Hills church this month? People in

the Burlington area who are not able

to attend church may find it interest-

ing to listen in on these services

during September.

OUR SUFFOLK church prints an
informative News Letter monthly.

The current issue gives the tentative

budget for the coming conference

year. It proposes the expenditure on
the local church of $29,993.00 and
gifts to missions and benevolences of

$9,349.00. Such a church can be of

great help not only to the community
in which it is located, but also to

people far and near.

THE YOUTH BANQUET at Haw
River September 2 was attended by
Jimmie Miller, Johnnie Miller, Michael

Bason, Donna Jeffreys, Cora May,
Sandra Cole, Ruth Williams, Tommy
Bason, Linwood Rudd, Johnny Long,

Billy Long, Mr. L. James, and Rev.

and Mrs. H. V. Harman. For food

they listed ham, beans, pineapple

.salad, cherries, cheese, tomatoes,

f pple pie, cake, ice cream, and Kool

aid. Yum, yum.

REVIVAL MEETING SERMONS
by the Rev. John Lackey of Winston
Salem preached at Pleasant Ridge
(R) recently centered on the Beati-

tudes. The first service he distributed

a mimeograped sheet called "A Nut
shell Interpretation of the Beatitudes"

in which were listed the values of

the kingdom of God Vs. Values of

the world. "The poor in spirit" may
either "feel incomplete within them-
selves and thus turn to God," or feel

"self-sufficient, adequate within
themselves."

RESIGNATION was offered at

Pleasant Ridge and Spoon's Chapel
September 2 by the Rev. Max B.

Vestal. He is to become pastor of

our Shallow Well church on Decem-
ber 1. This was the first time he had

ever resigned a church. Mrs. Vestal

is a Senior at Elon College and
expects to graduate next May.

REV. CLYDE FIELDS has tender-

ed his resignation at Union (Hunter-
dale) in Eastern Virginia Conference
to become pastor of Asheboro, North
Carolina on the first Sunday in Nov-
ember He will be the pastor of the

tditor of this paper.

DELIVERY OF THE SUN should
now be about normal. We have worked
Ihrough more difficulties than we
had dreamed to get proper delivery.

We hope that all subscribers are

now receiving the paper the week it

is published. If you do not, and if

you think that you should, please

write the editor who will try to check
on the difficulty.

SUBSCRIPTIONS are the life blood
of a newspaper. Renewals are greatly

jippreciated. New subscriptions make
us feel that it is worth the effort

to prepare materials, publish, and
post the paper. Your help in this

process gives the workers on the

paper great joy.

SAILING September 14 for Scot-

land are Rev. and Mrs. Warren Mat-
thews of Greensboro. They have
effeciently served at Palm Street and
Asheboro this summer. In Scotland

he will study at St. Andrews for two
years on a Fellowship received from
Hartford Seminary Foundation for

excellence in studies.

A RECEPTION was given by the
Woman's Society of the Asheboro
church on September 2 for Rev. and
Mrs. F. C. Lester who had just com-
pleted ten years of service to the

church. The Lester family was given

a fine Motorola Television set as a
token of appreciation.

THE BOARD OF PUBLICATIONS
meeting at Elon last week appreci-

ated having a balance in the treasury,

was not too critical of its product (this

paper), and was greatly concerned
about getting the paper into more
liomes. The plan most desired is for

the church to send it to all church
families. Members of the Board feel

that such church action will pay good
dividends not only in money, but also

in a better informed church. Why
not get your church to send it to

every familj'? At two dollars per
year, the special rate to churches,

the cost per family is less than four

cents per week.

CENTER CHURCH, South Boston,

Virginia, in its July report states

that there are 105 church members
and 117 members of the Sunday
school, and that the average church
attendance was 82. A Junior Pilgrim
Fellowship was organized. One of the

counselors is a good musician who is

teaching the juniors many of the fine

songs in their book. Hymns for

Juniors. The minister. Rev. Mark W.
Andes, reports having made 80 calls

during July.
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MISS CAROLYN OVERBY organ-

ist, choir director, and teacher in our

Hunterdale church, Franlilin, Virgin-

ia, is to be married September 16 to

James Styles Parrish. The church has

shown its appreciation for her faith-

ful and devoted service by parties

and gifts. On September 2 at the

morning service the pastor, Rev,

Clyde Fields, presented her with a

silver sandwich tray inscribed by the

church. Her pastor in making the

presentation said that she had dis-

tinguished herself as a teacher, organ-

ist, choir director, and faithful mem-
ber of the church. The couple will

live in Richmond.

REVEREND ROBERT A WRIT-
TEN and Mrs. Whitten of Winchester,

Virginia, were at Elon College last

week to enroll their daughter, Mary
Ruth, as one of the five hundred

freshmen. The Whittens have served

faithfully and well at Winchester for

a long time.

SUPERINTENDENT T R U I T T
reports that the home-coming and

golden anniversary services at the

Christian Orphanage September 2

were attended by 311 persons, and

that the offering amounted to $1,113-

.20. Officers elected to serve the next

two years are A. L. Curling, South

Norfolk, Virginia, president; W. L.

Dorsett of Burlington, North Caro-

lina, vice-president; Calvin Clayton

of Charlotte, North Carolina, secre-

tary; and Superintendent J. G. Truitt

re-elected treasurer.

EUTAW COMMUNITY CHURCH,
Fayetteville, reports for July a mem-
bership of 160 with an average at-

tendance of 94. The Sunday school

enrollment is 193. Six members were

added to the church roll, and an

alter set was given to the church.

The pastor reports 90 visits in July.

So many people of the community are

military personnel at Fort Bragg that

membership changes rapidly. The
church has a beautiful parsonage

only a few months old, and the hos-

pitality offered an editor is priceless.

LIVING CAN BE EXCITING is

the title of a new book by Rev.

Aaron N. Meckel, pastor of our

church in St. Petersburg, Florida.

The Pulpit Book Club used it as a

monthly selection. Halford Luccock
of Yale Divinity School says, "I have
enjoyed these sermons for many
reasons, but first because of their

directness. They go to the mark of

their subject like a bullet and do not
spray the universe with words. . . .

Dr. Meckel treats subjects of first

importance. He is alive to his time
both in the choice of subjects and
in their treatment." The Dutton Book
Company of New York has bought
the book, and it is on sale at $3.50.

Dr. Meckel will be remembered as a

featured speaker in the evangelistic

area meetings hereabouts last winter.

CONSECRATION SERVICES
AT BETHEL

Mrs. Dewey H. Dofflemyer

The Bethel Congregational Chris-

tian church near Elkton, Virginia,

was the scene of two very interesting

and well attended services on Sunday,
August 26.

The morning service was in the

nature of a home-coming event. The
Rev. S. E. Madren of Albemarle,

North Carolina, a former pastor, was
in charge. The Rev. James Madren
of Hopewell, Virginia, and Rev.

Thomas W. Madren of Clayton, North
Carolina, sons of the Rev. S. E. Mad-
ren, assisted their father in carrying

out the program.

Melody Joye, the daughter of the

Rev. Thomas Madren, was consecrat-

ed at the morning service by her

grand-father.

In the afternoon a consecration

service was in charge of the Rev.

W. J. Andes of Elon College, North
Carolina, also a former pastor. This
f,ervice was held to consecrate the

new Christian education building.

The Rev. S. E. Madren gave the

history of the new building. Mr.
Clarence Phillips of Broadway, presi-

dent of the Virginia Valley Confer-
ence, brought greetings from the

conference.

Between the services a delicious

picnic lunch was served by the women
of Bethel church.

A large number of former members
and friends of the church were pres-

ent to enjoy the occasion.

Woodrow Wilson was the son of

a minister. His father, who was tall

and extremely thin, would often take
young Woodrow with him on his

parish calls which were made in the

horse-drawn buggy of their era.

One day on one of these calls a
parishoner asked

:

"Reverend, how is it that you're

so thin and gaunt while your horse

is so fat and sleek?"

Before his father could reply young
Woodrow burst forth with:

"Probably because my father feeds

the horse and the congregation feeds
my father!"

* * *

In England's House of Lords the

member who reaches the speaker's

table first is the one who has the

floor, supposedly, for more than one
member can, and often do, speak at

the same time.
* * *

Old Rehoboth Methodist Church,
near Union, West Virginia, built of

large hewn logs, was completed in

1786, and is the oldest Protestant
church west of the Alleghenies.

DATES TO REMEMBER
September 18-19 — Mission Board Meeting — Moonelon

Women's Conferences

October 2 — North Carolina at Reidsville

October 4 — Eastern Virginia at Holland

October 5 — Valley of Virginia at New Hope

Fall Conferences:
October 29-30 — Virginia Valley Central Conference, Linville, Va.

Mr. Clarence A. Phillips, President.

October 31-November 1 — Eastern Virginia Conference, Suffolk,
Va., Mr. M. B. Williams, President.

November 6 — Eastern North Carolina Conference, Christian Light,
near Fuquay Springs, N. C, Rev. Carl Wallace, Pres.

November 7 — Western North Carolina Conference, Hanks Chapel,
near Pittsboro, N. C, Rev. L. M. Presnell, President.

November 8 — North Carolina & Virginia Conference, Hines
Chapel, near McLeansville, N. C, Dr. H. E. Robinson,
President.
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EDITORIALS

Has Your Church Grown This Year?

One of the important questions that every

nnember of every church should ask about this

season is: Has nny church grown this year?

When Jesus sent out his disciples and the

seventy he seemed to expect results from their

labors, and was delighted when they reported

good success. When he first spoke to them
about the church, he said that he would build it,

that they would help, and that it would succeed.

It is logical to believe that the Good Master is

awaiting our reoort about the success of our

church in this good year of our Lord.

Successful church work is a bit difficult to

determine accurately. But one very definite and
easy indication is the number of names on the

church roll. If there are no more members this

year than last, in what respect has the church

grown, and why did it not gain members? Is it

the kind of church that no one wants to be part of?

Is there no magnetism about the love manifested

by the members? Has anyone made an effort to

locate non-church people and give to them the

Warren H.
News of the sudden death of Dr. Warren H. Denison

on August 27 seemed almost unreal. How could a man
of such energy and hope come suddenly to an end ?

His name has become familiar to multitudes in our

churches, and his influence will continue for a long, long

time.

A member of Memorial Temple, a church that became
part of the present Christian Temple in Norfolk, is

quoted as saying recently, "He was a good pastor."

Others will say he was a good secretary for the General

Convention of the Christian Church and the General

Council of Congregational Christian Churches. Many
will remember his usefulness as a member of numerous
boards and institutions of our Church.

When the history of the Chu^-ch of our generation

is written the name of Warren H. Denison will stand

near the top of the list of those who were Stewardship
Evangelists. After retiring as an official of our denom-
ination he went far and wide proclaiming the principles

of Christian stewardship. He went not as a representa-

tive of an organization but as a man who thoroughly

believed in what he proclaimed. Literally hundreds of

our churches will thank him for the financial success

they are making. And they will be quick to say that

the greatest gift this man of God brought to them was
not financial success, but a new sense of day by day
relationship to God, the owner of our world who lets us
serve him with the things in our possession. This latter

gift has to do with the spiritual condition of the indi-

viduals and of the church.

Good News that the church has in its possession?

If people do not unite with the church, it is

easy to say things like: Everybody in our com-
munity goes to church; the minister did not work
at this job, so we must get a new minister. It

could happen that these are real answers, but

the experience of this writer is to the contrary.

Before such answers are accepted inquiry should

be made about the teaching in the Sunday school,

the work deacons have done, the activities of the

committee on membership or evangelism, the

kind of program being undertaken by the church,

the welcome strangers receive when they do go
to church, what has been done to discover new
prospects, the criticisms of the minister by the

members, and the enthusiasm manifest by the

church.

Adam, the original man, has received a great

deal of blame for the sins of the world, and maybe
he deserves it, but the blame for the failure of

our churches to grow lies much nearer us in time
and place. Church growth depends upon Its

members.

Denison
When Dr. Denison began this one man crusade for

Christian stewardship, there were areas in our Church
where the word stewardship was not desired. It was
said to be misunderstood. Critics contended that the
purpose of the stewardship movement was to get more
money for the churches. Dr. Denison showed us that
it was to get more consecrated people for the Christ.

The dedicated people will naturally dedicate more money,
but it is the people who are "stewards of the manifold
grace of God."

From the limited view of this editor's office it

appears that the tide has turned in our churches, that
stewardship is an ever increasing interest of our people
across the country, that we are learning that what we
possess is not ours in fee simple but that we are per-

mitted to use it for the glory of God, its owner. Stew-
ardship is going into the programs of the churches.

No one could say that a single person was respon-
sible for this change, but when the record is all in it

appears to be certain that Dr. Denison's name will stand
high among those who turned the tide and made stew-
ardship a part of the thinking of our people. If this be
true, and we believe that it is, then it could well be
said, of him:

Servant of God, well done.

Thy glorious warfare's past,

The battle's fought, the race is won.

And thou art crowned at last.
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The Head
HENRY E. ROBINSON

VARIOUS PARTS OF THE BODY HAVE SERVED OFTEN AS
SYMBOLS OF THE SPIRITUAL GRACES

"For goodness sake, please use your
head." How many times have parents
and teachers implored their children

to think? Usually such a request
comes after thoughtlessness that has
caused a sad mistake or accident.

Only last evening my young daughter
pulled an ice tray out of the refriger-

ator that had just been put in. Water
spilled over the floor. No harm was
done. But many things we do thought-
lessly cause much pain and heartache.

There is no doubt that God's most
wonderful creation is the mind of

man. It is a vastly intricate and com-
plex mechanism. The memory process

alone is so elaborate no amount of

research has unravelled its mysteries.

You can sit quietly and recall ex-

periences that happened 20 or even
50 years ago. By what process have
they been stored and preserved all

these years? By what strange device

could you quickly select one certain

incident out of thousands of others

to bring into mental review? But the

process of creative thinking is even
more difficult to explain. Our best

theories about it may be still far from
an adequate explanation. In a phil-

osophy course I took on the nature of

mind we pursued these questions for

a year and at the end had barely
scratched the surface.

But God in his wisdom has given

us this priceless gem in the rough.
It remains for each of us to train the

mind. In America we have taken this

task seriously. We have decreed that

it is the right and privilege of every
child to have at least an elementary
education. Millions of our youth go
through the halls of higher education
and graduate schools. Most of us feel

that we have been derelict of duty
unless we have provided our children
with training that provides an alert

mind equipped for a specific task in

life. Some children in their haste and
immaturity want to quit school saying
that all these subjects such as algebra,

geography, history, English, etc., will

do us no good. How many of these
have said later, "Oh, if you had just

made me finish." They ha,ve found
themselves in competition with train-

ed minds and only the least attractive
jobs with the least chance of advance-

ment were open to them in the stiff

competition of these times.

We of the Christian faith believe

that a trained mind is not enough.
Our minds must be dedicated to the
high and holy purposes of God's will.

A nation of highly trained intellects

may still not find the meaning of life

— a purpose for living.

Our minds are not ends in them-
selvses. Pure mental activity does
not satisfy the deeper hungers of

the soul. Our minds at best

hve only instruments to be used
for something. Those out on the
social frontiers who are teach-

ing wild tribes and nations to read
say: "When this is done our respon-

sibility has just begun. Now we must
place in their hands reading materials

that will cause these people to love

truth rather than error, that will

make them masters of themselves, not
slaves and derelicts to the forces of

evil abroad in the world."

Gaylord B. Noyce

One of the adjectives for the Chris-
tian meaning in Christ's death is

"vicarious," or, to use Webster, "suf-
fered by one person with results ac-
cruing to the benefit or advantage of
another."

Not only is this eminently true of
Jesus' giving up of himself, but it is

a universal principle. Vicarious ser-

vice, and dedication, and insight are
found everywhere. Look at the self-

denial of parents. Consider the
"trouble" taken by those who vote;
good government depends upon them
while others are delinquent.

Obviously it may be a small minor-
ity who work on behalf of the many.
There is benefit to many when just

a few take the initiative for some
needed reform. Sometimes the work
may appear useless and defeated but
it may not be so. Jesus' death was
not defeat. I believe personally, for

Those who come from the trouble

spots of this revoluntionary world in

which we live tell us that the best
thing we can do is to train national
leaders along the lines of the teach-
ings of Christ. If political, economic,
and social upheaval come, as they
have come in so many parts of the
world, there will be minds guided by
Christian precepts to witness to the
better way, the Christian way. One
leader, trained in a Christian school
in India, Japan, or Africa, may be
in the long run worth many bundles
of clothing, or many tons of grain.

For us in our homes, in our places
of work and service, it remains to
dedicate our intellects to God's ser-

vice, that his highest creation may
advance the interest of his kingdom.

Although nothing is actually his-

torically known of the Queen of
Sheba's lineage and personal qualities,
her fame is written into thousands of
pieces of literature as a beautiful
legend. The story goes back to the
Book of Kings, is repeated in Second
Chronicles, and touched upon in other
literature of the time.

The sun and moon only seem larger
when rising and setting, for then they
can be compared with earthly objects.

example, that the probable minority
next week in opposition to the Pear-
sail proposals will serve a significant

purpose, and that it is important to

vote.

The church itself must serve a
vicarious role. We do not always
realize how wide the benefit if just

one more is regular at morning wor-
ship or silent meeting, or dependable
in some other way in his support of

the church. We enter the fall with
refreshed enthusiasm for our great
responsibility, and with an expectant
and grateful wonder that the grace
of God may find channels even in

our own humble service. Take advan-
tage yourself of all the opportunities

found in the church school, in a class

under Mrs. Freund, in the Forum, or
your own committee assignment; by
building a stronger church or a better
home, who knows how much you will

be really doing for a wider circle?

In United Church Letter

Vicarious Service

September 1 1, 1956 5



A Mother's Ambition
For Her Children

A Chapel Talk
L. E. SMITH, PRESIDENT

ELON COLLEGE

There is a fantastic story illus-

trating the eternal endurance of a

mother's love for her children.

A flaming angel came from heaven

to earth. To the angel the earth was
beautiful. He had never seen anything

like it. It was fascinating, but of

course he could not stay on earth.

He was compelled to return to his

heavenly abode. Before he returned

he wanted to gather and take with

him some mementoes to show the

heavenly host some of the beautiful

things of earth. He passed a winding

stream flowing through the forest.

On the banks wild flowers were

blooming profusely. From these he

gathered a bunch of blue violets.

He came to a beautiful flower garden.

The roses were in full bloom. He
gathered a boquet and added it to

his collection. He passed a humble

home in which a mother held her

infant babe in arms. The babe looked

into its mother's face and smiled.

The angel said, "That smile is the

f^weetest thing on earth or in

heaven." He plucked that smile and

added it to his collection. As he

turned to proceed on his journey, he

caught a glimpse of the mother's love

for her child. He plucked that

mother's love and added it to his

collection.

With these mementoes of the most

beautiful things of earth, he then

started to wing his way to his dwell-

ing place beyond the skies. As he

entered and approached the throne,

the Archangel and all the angelic host

hailed him. He opened his treasures

to display his mementoes, but alas his

violets so blue had withered and died

and their beauty gone. The roses so

red had faded and their beauty was
no more. The beautiful and lovely

smile of the innocent babe had turned

to a frown and he was ready to burst

into tears. Only the mother's love for

her child had endured. It was there

as fresh as the morning dew and as

sparkling as the evening stars.

And so it is with you, my friends.

Even though you are away from

home, whether near or far, your

mother's love has followed you and
is still with you. You may have dis-

appointed her; you may have
wounded her spirit or broken her
heart, but still her heart goes out to

you and her love for you is eternal.

Out of a mother's love for her
children issues her ambition for them.
She wishes for them everything in

life, better than she had had. She
wants them to have better homes,
better friends and better positions in

life.

To make these ambitions living

realities, she labors hard; she works
day and night; she saves out of her

meager earnings that there may be

a home, friends and a position for

her children, and it may be that is

why you are here in Elon College

today. Back of the opportunities of

f;n education that you are enjoying

there is affection, a love somewhere

that issued into a consuming ambit-

ion for you. It may be a mother, a

lather or a friend, but there is love

and ambition; a faith in you. Some
where, somebody wants you to be

worth while and successful in life.

Do you appreciate this affection,

these friends, these ambitions? Are
you determined to live up to them and
make them real in the lives of those

who love you?

There is another story — this one

is in the Bible — of a mother who
had two sons. These two sons were
fishermen by trade. The mother
believed in them. She loved them. She
was ambitious for them, but one day
along came the Master, the man of

Galilee. He said to these sons, "Follow

me and I will make you to become
fishers of men." They listened. They
immediately left their nets, fishing

tackle, profession, home and all and
followed Christ.

The mother wondered why. What
did it all mean ? What would they do ?

What were they going to do with
their lives? She reasoned: Suppose
something happens to this stranger

of Galilee; suppose he is blocked in

his plans to establish his kingdom;
suppose his enemies should destroy
him. What then? What would become
of my sons? What would they do?
Which way would they turn?

She went timidly to the Master.

She found him and standing in his

presence said confidently, "I have
something to say. I have a request

to make of you." "Say on," said the

Master. She said, "Grant that these,

my two sons, may sit the one on
thy right hand and the other on thy
left hand in thy kingdom." He
snswered, "You know not what you
ask. Are you able to drink of the cup
that I shall drink of and to be bap-
tized with the baptism that I am
baptized with?" They said, "We are
able." "Indeed," the Master said, "you
shall drink of my cup and be baptized
with the baptism that I am baptized
with, but to sit on my right hand
and on my left is not mine to give.

That shall be given to those for whom
it is prepared of my Father."

That is to say you are not to in-

herit these high positions in the
kingdom, nor are they to be given
you by anyone. They must be earned
by you, by a good life, by a good
character, good services and sacri-

fices.

A mother and a father plead with
me to permit their daughter to grad-
uate. This was not mine to give. Only
she could make herself worthy of
such honor.

Two young men came to my office

three years ago. They had been to a
junior college one year. They de-
manded that I give them a written
guarantee that they would graduate
from Elon College in three years. I

said to them, "This is not mine to
give. You must earn sufficient credits

to graduate from Elon College. If

you earn these credits you shall have
a diploma. If not, such is impossible.

Diplomas are awarded only to those
who are prepared for them." They
entered Elon College in September
three years ago. One dropped out at
the end of the year. The other grad-
uated in May of this year.

You have entered Elon College.

You certainly want a good record in

your class room sessions. If for but
one year, you want that to be a good
one. If for four years, you want to

graduate. Your mother, your father

and your friends want you to succeed
in college in a fine way; to graduate
with an excellent record. But after

all, it is up to you. This is your
responsibility. This is your oppor-

tunity. May you assume it like men
and women.

6 The Christian Surs



Culture's Veneer And
Faith's Rebirth

Richard K. Morton

Society, through a measure of culture absorbed by its institutions and its

individual lives, can at best provide a thin and uncertain veneer which covers
areas of life. Our scientific age, however, brings more clearly to light than
ever the basic need for a basic change in man and his institutions, if the
kmgdom of earth is to become more like the Kingdom of God.

A grave danger of our times is

that we shall be content with this

cultural veneer and either not seek

the transformation or conversion of

the entire life or come to disparage
it.

Either in religion or in some other

area of concern, we cannot isolate the

individual and analyze and evaluate

him independent of the society which
nurtures him and of which he is an
integral part.

Arnold J. Toynbee, in his monu-
mental "Study of History," declares:

"The industrialist has concentrated
sll his effort upon the relations of

man with Physical Nature to the
neglect of the relations between Man
end Man; and he has thus heightened
the effect — for good or for evil —
of every human action by putting at
its disposal a terrific driving-power,
without having taken thought to im-
prove the v/isdom or the virtue of
the human beings whom he has been
endowing so recklessly with these
improved technical facilities."

Spiritually, the great historian

indicates, man may be coming to the
point where he is ready to simplify
his thinking, living and institutions,

and to return to simple religious

truth — abandoning any notion of
finding his salvation in atomic power
or in cosmic communication or travel

or the uncovering of more laws of
the physical world.

The basic need for more than a
veneer is indicated, too, by the analy-
sis of society and of man's close inter-

relationship with society. "A human
society," writes Toynbee, "is, in

itself, a relation: a particular kind
of relation between human beings
who are not only individuals but are
also social animals in the sense that
they could not exist at all — or at
any rate not humanly — without
being in this social relationship with
one another."

Drawing much from Bergson's
philosophy, Toynbee further points
out: "It seems that individual human
beings are related with one another

through having individual fields of

action that are each coextensive with
the Universe and therefore all co-

extensive inter se."

Toynbee further indicates that a

society, as a relation between indi-

viduals, involves coinciding fields of

individual action setting up a
common ground. As the individual

learns to master his own life and
affairs, he is able to extend his

mastery over a larger social area.

"No human being," he continues, "can
be what he is unless he is putting his

essence into action in his field, but
;i human being's field of action lies

in a society which is common ground
between his field and the fields of

V. host of other people."

This work also points to the estab-

lished fact that it is the "elan" and
other qualities of an enlightened

minority, a relatively few individuals,

that safeguard, light, and advance
society. This elan and quality cannot
come simply from a surface veneer,

c. temporary influence upon the mind
and heart. A real salvation and new-
ness of life — psychologically,

socially, spiritually — alone will

suffice. Rebirth is more necessary

socially and psychologically than it is

t^piritually, in a sense.

Prof. Raymond E. Callahan, in his

notable book, "An Introduction to

Education in Modern Society," shows
that we believe in the feasibility of

man's control over his own destiny

::nd that we can change and improve
through experience. He refers also to

our faith in the modifiataility of man
and in controlling the human enter-

prise in the service of chosen values.

"A school," he adds, "can never be

a morally indifferent institution."

Prof. Wayland F. Vaughan, in his

newly issued "Social Psychology,"
suggests that "we need engineers who
can deal with the consequences of

engineering. We need economic and
sociological engineers, who know as

much about human nature as they

know about the modulus of elastic-

ity." Leisure, he has pointed out

can accelerate culture or retard it.

Life, he says too, is based not only
on being adjusted and having facts

^nd using them, but also on having
a view and a philosophy of their value

and meaning.

Culture varies and is subject to

fdl sorts of environmental influences.

But man most greatly requires that

deep cleansing of the soul, that
higher fellowship, that completeness
of rebirth, which is of the spirit and
which is basically the same for all

men in all ages. With Ezekiel he
would seek the new spirit in his heart.

He would turn from idols of all sorts

and ceremonies and rites, which in

themselves are of no effect, and de-

velop contriteness of heart and find

r^ewness of life. This is the answer to

sociological problems and culture's

gropings — the complete and victor-

ious and quick-acting rebirth of the

human soul!

For twenty-five years Mr. Morton
was a Congregational pastor in

Massachusetts, Rhode Island, and
Florida. He is now an Assistant Pro-
fessor at Jacksonville (Florida)

Junior College.

A Parable

Nellie M. Walker

Though Victor had finished pri-

mary school second from the top of a

class of seventy, there was no hope
of his going on to high school for his

mother could never earn the cost of

going to boarding school. We and
his family both rejoiced when the

children of a Massachusetts Sunday
School decided to use their Easter
denial offerings to support a boy in

school and chose Victor as their pro-

ject.

Victor's mother came to me to say

thank you. I tried to make her see

that the thanks did not belong to

me but to the Sunday School children

in far away America. In desperation

I finally said,

"See, here is my hand. It reaches to

America to receive the money and to

bring it here for Victor."

A stubborn look came on to her

face and she reiterated,

"I thank the hand!"

Missions are just the hands of the

Christians in America stretched out

to meet the needs of the people in

far places of the earth.

HOW FAR IS YOUR OUTREACH ?
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Women's Board Meets, Eats,

And Works
Mrs. F. C. Lester, President

WOMAN'S EXECUTIVE
BOARD MEETS

The Executive Board of the Wom-
en's Fellowship met on Labor Day
ixt Franklinton Center, Bricks, North
Carolina. We found this a very fine

meeting place — away from city

noises and interruptions, with de-

licious food, and with a pleasant
library in which to hold the meetings.

Thirteen members of the Board
v.-ere present, along with Mrs. H. E.

Robinson, chairman of the School of

Missions, and Mrs. Dewey Dofflemyer,
a member of the Thank Offering
committee. Mrs. Shiflett from the
Valley was a guest, as was Mrs.
Judson King, wife of the new director

of Franklinton Center.

Reports by the officers showed
that work is progressing nicely in all

departments. Plans are being com-
pleted for the Fall Conferences, at

which Mrs. F. Cushing Foss of Rhode
Island, one of the officers of the
National Women's Fellowship, wiil be
the guest speaker.

It was voted that the women should
sponsor the securing of charter mem-
berships in the Historical Society.

This was referred to the Life Mem-
bership and Memorial committee, of

which Mrs. Garland Spratley is chair-

man, since money from Life Member-
ships and Memorials goes to the

History Room. Come to the Women's
Conferences prepared to join the
Historical Society — that is, with an
extra five dollars in your pocket!

Up to this time 246 packets have
been sold, which is 20 more than the

total sold last year. Because additional

material had to be ordered, there has
been a delay in getting packet orders
filled, but they should be delivered
to you within the near future, ac-

cording to Mrs. W. B. Williams, litera-

ture superintendent.

There has been a request for the
worship services used at the School of

Alissions by our chaplain, Mrs. R. A.
Whitten. The Board decided to have
these ready for distribution in mimeo-
graphed form at the Women's Con-
ferences, charging a small fee to

cover the cost. Look for these on
sale by the Spiritual Life chairman.

Mrs. H. E. Robinson showed the
group a notebook she has compiled

with facts and figures about the

School of Missions for the last

t-everal years, "a job analysis" describ-

ing the duties of each person con-

nected with the School, and list of

registrations. This will be invaluable

lor the next chairman. Mrs. Robinson
suggests that the chairman for 1957
come from Eastern Virginia — any
suggestions will be welcomed by your
president.

Thank Offering plans submitted by
the special committee composed of

Mrs. Carl Monroe, Mrs. Jack Akin
and Mrs. Dewey Dofflemyer were
adopted. They include using Woman's
Gift boxes for a second j^ear, partici-

pating in the Woman's Gift, and using

the share that remains in the South-
ern Convention as a gift to the new
community church at Elon College,

which serves young people of all our

churches.

REPORTS—REPORTS-—REPORTS
Having spent hours and hours

mimeographing report blanks, send-

ing them to each local society with
the name and address of district

superintendent thereon, sending prop-

er blanks to each district superinten-

dent and to each conference chairman,
I feel as though I do not care much
for report blanks!

However, reports are necessary if

your officers are to know what work
iv- being done. Therefore, I hope that

every society had its report to its

district superintendent by Septembor
10, and that those superintendents
will forward proper information to

the conference officers by September
15, so that they will be ready with
reports to Conferences the first of

October. This is a tight time schedule,

especially in the Conferences where
reports are mimeographed, but it can
l)e done if each person responsible
will do her part.

If any society failed to get report
blanks, please notify me at once and
I will send them — your report will

definitely be better late than never.

If you could not fill in the entire

blank and so thought it no use to

f.end it in, please change your mind.
It is necessary, for instance, that we
liave the name and address of the
new president, if nothing else on the

blank can be filled. Please send any
information to the district Super"-

intendent.

If any other officers failed to get

their proper blanks, the fault is mine.

Please let me know and I will send
them at once.

And I shall hope to see each of you,

with good reports of work accom-
plished at the fall conferences: Octo-

ber 2 at Reidsville, October 4 at

Holland, October 5 at New Hope.

NEW WOMEN'S OFFICERS
Mrs. Ellis Clark of Cypress Chapel,

Virginia has been elected to serve

as Children's Superintendent for the

Women's Fellowship of the Southern
Convention. She is planning to pre-

pare a program booklet for children's

groups within the near future. This

is good news for leaders of these

groups.

Mrs. Carl Wallace, 1910 Lyon
Road, Fayetteville, N. C, has been
elected to fill the unexpired term of

Mrs. W. W. Hall as chairman of In-

terdenominational Cooperation, which
has to do with the observance of

World Community Day, May Fellow-

ship Day, and the World Day of

Prayer.

These names should be entered in

the list of Southern Convention
officers in your "Handy Information"
booklet which is in the packet.

Laugh

And Live
* * *

A navy recruit lost his rifle and
when told he would have to pay for

it protested.

"Suppose I was driving a navy jeep

and somebody stole it, would I have
to pay for that too?"

He was informed tersely that he
would have to pay for all Govern-
ment property lost.

"Now," the recruit declared, "I

know why the captain always goes
down with his ship."

One supervisor was telling another,

"When I walk through the typist

section I feel like a piece of uranium
approaching a whole battery of geiger

counters."

"What do you mean?" the other
man asked .

"The closer I get the faster they
click!"
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Russian Opinion Of America
New Type Of War

W. W. Sloan

Ail but one of the members of thefree enterprise but carteis, combin-
Congregational Cliristian seminar
visiting Russia were teacliers or
cliurch employees. That one, an enthu-
siastic layman, is a building contract-

or, doubtless the wealthiest of the
group. Alone on a Leningrad street

he was surrounded by a group of

youngsters, some of whom could
speak a little English. They wanted
to see his watch, but he had left it

in his hotel room. They wanted to see

American money, but he had none.
The youngsters held a conference
among themselves and took up an
offering for the poor American who
had neither money nor watch. He
could do nothing but accept it.

We visited a children's day camp.
The youngsters urged us to take part
in their games which we did. They
were very friendly and insisted upon
giving several of us coins. They had
been taught that Americans are often
poor, many unemployed, some dying
of starvation.

ations by which a group of manu-
facturers divide up the market, keep
out competitors, and continue to pro-

duce goods and use methods like

their grandfathers had. Progress has
been almost foreign to European
capitalists who have kept wages at

a very low level.

It was in England that Marx de-

veloped his ideas of putting the phy-
sical worker on top and every one
else at the bottom. This did not take
hold extensively until workers organ-
ized in Russia. In 1905 a number of

peasants and laborers gathered in

front of the Winter Palace in Lenin-
grad to petition for better conditions.

Upon order of the czar they were
shot down. This led to the rebellion

in 1917 under Lenin when in turn
the czar was executed. The leaders

of the Orthodox Church and the czar

were buddies, so the church was over-

thrown.

While Russia is putting on a new
look she has not given up her hatred
for America. Individual Russians hate
the Germans for they brought much
suffering to Russia. Some of them
refer to the great aid America gave
Russia during the last war. But the
government attacks the U. S. more
than any other nation.

America is her only real competitor
in political leadership and economic
superiority. No other nation of any
size on the continent of Europe has
much of a future or is real com-
petition unless it is Germany. Even
Great Britain's glory is in the past.

China is at present under the control
of Russia and is now competing favor-
ably for world markets with all other
Asian nations. Without the U. S.

Russia would be on top.

I grasped why Russia has attacked
both the church and capitalism so
vigorously. Throughout Europe neith-
er of these has been very successful.
If the churches of Europe have not
become the opiate of the people, they
themselves are asleep. European
churches have very little program
other than Sunday services, baptisms,
confirmations, marriages and funer-
als. Jesus' emphasis upon an abun-
dant life for people is forgotten.

Capitalism in Europe has not meant

The church and capitalism in

America are much different from
those in Europe. In America they are

both succeeding. This disproves the

teachings of the Communist founders
that both contained the seeds of their

own destruction. Russian leaders

refuse to accept this evidence. There-
fore they would like to destroy
America.

Many new nations and small nations
under the domination of Western
powers are coming into their own.
Russia claims to be the friend, the
jjrotector of all these. When Mrs.
Sloan and I were in Moscow there
was a much more prominent visitor
— the Shah of Iran. The red carpet
was really rolled out for him. He was
the first foreign ruler to visit Rus '.ia

since 1928. New bathrooms were made
in an apartment in the Kremlin itself.

Russia must have been disappointed,
for the Shah refused to sign any-
thing, even a good-will statement
drawn up by the Russians.

Statues and pictures of Stalin are
found every place. He is still the
common people's hero. He has been
downgraded to the rest of the world,
but the process is only getting under
way in Russia. Stalin must be grad-
ually forgotten.On the show street

in East Berlin, Stalin Allee, is a small
park with a splendid statue of Stalin.

How to remove it has finally been
worked out. It has been discovered
that the park space is necessary for

a new apartment building. Similar

"discoveries" will in time be made
throughout the Communist world.

Doubtless Stalin's "will" asking that

his body be buried in his home re-

public of Georgia, will turn up.

A document published in English
ingeniously blames Stalin's mistakes
upon the U. S. Russia is "like a

beseiged fortress surrounded on all

sides by capitalism", The "person-

ality cult", the wo^^ship of an individ-

ual, must be destroyed. Is this an
attempt by other members of the pre-

sidium to keep Krushchev from be-

coming completely Stalin's successor?

Russia m.ay no longer have a dic-

tator, but she has eleven dictators.

When we were in Moscow the Supreme
Soviet had one of its rare meetings.

This roughly corresponds to our Con-
gress, but is a lot faster. The pre-

sidium proposed sixteen new laws.

Speeches were made by members
telling how wonderful, how magni-
ficient, these laws are. Within less

than two days all sixteen were ap-

proved unanimously. Everything is

"unanimous" in Russia, although the

common people are being allowed to

criticize a bit more openly.

In our criticism of Russia we must
not write her off as a failure. In

forty years Russia has risen from a
backward nation with little external

commerce to the second strongest in

the world, surpassed only by the U. S.

We are the one nation now surpassing
her in production. We gave help
during the war and she has bled her
satellites. Otherwise she has done this

alone, with two hundred million
people. With this in mind what can
we expect from China with its six

hundred million in the next forty
years? Russia is sharing her exper-
ience and her know-how with China.
China already is exporting great
quantities of textiles, bicycles, oat-

meal to south-eastern Asia. When
Russia offered large amounts of ma-
terial and aid to other nations we
thought her promises would not be
kept, but in many cases she is coming
across. To compete with Russia and
her ally, China, we must give more
ecomomic aid and know-how to the
people of Asia and Africa. Although
war with Russia is not impossible,
the hydrogen bomb has caused Russia
to tui'n to another method of con-
quering the world, that of buying
friendship. We can beat Russia at

that game if we wake up in time.
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The Kingdom Triumphant
Memory Selection: The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our

Lord and of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever. Rev. 11:15.

Background Scripture: Matthew 6:4-13; Revelation 7:9-17; ll:15-19a

Devotional Reading: Psalm 91:1-9

A NON-SEGREGATED HEAVEN
There will be no segregation in

lieaven. In his inspired vision of the
world to cnme, there was gathered
before the throne and the Lanb, "a
great multitude, which no man could
number, of all nations and kindreds,

3nd peoplr^, and tonques clothed with
\vhite garments, and palms in their

hands." We shall all meet there on
an equality before God. Color or class

or culture will make no difference.

Only character will count. There will

be a great multitude — whom we
did not expect. We will be equally as
surprised to find that many whom
we expected are not there. For man
judges by the outward appearance,
but God judgeth by the heart. The
fact is, of course, that there will be
no such thing as color there. Those
who are there will be clothed with a
i-piritual body, the souls of just men
made, or being made perfect. Be as-

sured of this fact — there will be
no "restricted areas", no places of

preferment based on race or religion,

no "zoning", no segregation.

WHITE ROBES AND PALMS
"Clothed with white robes" — a

symbol of character and faithfulness.

The blood of Jesus Christ the Son
of God cleanses from sin and un-
righteousness. Wc will not get to

heaven by virtue of our own good-
ness. But through the grace of God,
made known through Jesus Christ,

we shall be cleansed and made whole,

which is the root meaning of sal-

vation.

"And palms in their hands". Tlie

palm branch or crown was a symbol
of victory. Here arc men and women
who have won the victory through
the grace of God in Christ, they have
worked out their salvation, and they
have overcome and thus have been
crowned with victory and with life.

WORSHIPPING AND SERVING
"And they. . . . fell before the

ihrone on their faces, and worshipped
God, saying. Amen; Blessing and
glory and wisdom and thanksgiving,
and honour and power and might be
unto God for ever and ever." Here
we know in part and we see in part.

But there we shall see the King in

all his glory. And instinctively we
shall fall down before him and wor-
ship him in the full beauty of holi-

ness. Talk about a Halleluiah Chorus
— that will be one! This great multi-

tude which no man can number
singing and praising God and wor-
shipping him and the Lnmb, ascribing

unto him the praises due his name.

"And they shall be before the
throne of God, and serve him day and
night in his temple; and he that
sittetli on the throne shall dwell

among them." Heaven is not a place

where we sit down and rest through
an endless eternity. There will be
lessons to be learned, service to be
icndered, growth to be achieved. But
we shall be freed from the limitations

of the fleshly body, and in spirit

we shall serve the Lord with glad-

ness. How? We do not know. But
our hearts tell us what our heads
do not know. At his right hand there

will be pleasures forevermore.

CHARACTER THROUGH
CONFLICT

"What are these arrayed in white
robes? and whence came they?"
Thus asks one of the elders. Guess
who they were. Folks who had had
i.n easy time? Folks who had lived

in sheltered places? Folks who had
never been touched by the world?
You have another guess coming to

you. These people arrayed in white
robes were those who had come "out
of great tribulation." They had
"washed their robes and made them
white in the blood of the Lamb."
Character is developed in conflict.

It is developed by fire and not on
a feather bed. The saint of God is

not called to live out of the world
but in the world. And like fine gold
that is purified by fire, so is the

SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON

SEPTEMBER 23, 1956

By Rev. H. S. Hardcastle, D.D.

Pastor of Berea and Oakland

Congregational Christian

Churches, Chuckatuck, Va.

soul refined by testing and tribulat-

ion. As stated above, these had been
cleansed by the blood of the Lamb
who takes away the sin of the world.
If he washes us, we shall be whiter
than snow.

THE BREAD OF LIFE AND
THE WATER OF LIFE

"They shall hunger no more,
neither thirst any more. . . . for the

Lamb shall feed them, and shall lead

them unto living fountains of

waters." Jesus once said that if a
man drank of him, the living water,
he would never thirst, for the water
that he gave would be as a fountain
of living water, springing up into

eternal life. Here is the fulfilment of

that promise. In the presence of God
and Christ, there shall be that satis-

faction of our deepest desires and
our spiritual thirst. The spiritual

body, whatever else it may be, will

i:ot demand physical satisfactions.. It

will be a spiritual body — Paul says

there is a natural body and there is

a spiritual body, and as we have
borne the image of the earthly we
shall also bear the image of the

heavenly. One can easily see how
one who has been concerned primarily

with the things of the flesh will be

uncomfortable in a place where there

are only satisfactions for the spirit.

AND THINGS ARE CLEAR
"And God shall wipe away all tears

from their eyes." This is a comforting

v/ord. No more tears, no more sorrow
or pain or suffering. Think what a

v/onderful world. And yet there is

mystery there. What about the

sainted mother there whose wayward
boy is not there! What about the

misery here if it is known there?

Or will God overrule all sin and evil

and ultimately redeem his whole
creation? It is a hard question.

Certainly this is true: in the white

light of eternity we shall understand
many things which are not clear to

us now. As the song puts it, "Ah,

then, sometime we'll understand."

ULTIMATE VICTORY
What is the central message of

this strange book. Revelation? What
is the Spirit of God trying to say
through this man John to his people

who are passing in dark days through
deep waters? Simply this: that

nothing can defeat God's purpose.

Men may delay it, detour it; they
cannot defeat it. And ultimately the

kingdoms of this world shall be the

kingdoms of our Lord and of his

Christ, and He shall rule forever and
forever. Amen. Wherefore be of good
cheer and of good courage.
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Our Restless World
Dr. Alford Carleton

It has become trite to say that we
live in a revolutionary world. The
American Board in its report circu-

lated at this meeting (the General

Council) has tried to express the

same fact in other words when it

speaks of PEOPLES — THE FER-
MENT AND THE HOPE. Poverty,

ignorance, even desperation taken by
themselves do not create an explosive

situation. But a mixture of 90% des-

peration and 10% hope become high-

ly explosive, and that is the situation

of much of the world today.

By the rapid shrinking of the

world through modern means of com-
munication and by the interchange of

cultures and persons brought about by
travel, by war, by radio, and by the

movies, the poor people of the world

The Rev. Walter A. Henricks, of

New York, v/ill become the first full

time chaplain of the University Hos-

fital, Charlottesville, Virginia on

September 15.

This has just been nnnounced by

the Rev. Henry Lee Robison, Jr.,

Evecutive Secretary of the Interde-

nominational Religious Work Foun-

dation. Religious work in Virginia

Public Institutions is under the super-

vision of this Foundation.

Mr. Henricks comes to his new
position from St. Luke's Hospital,

New York City, where he has been

an associate chaplain. He is a clergy-

man of the Protestant Episcopal

Church.
The new chaplaincy at the Univer-

sity of Virginia Hospital was made
possible by an Episcopal layman who
gave a sufficient sum to underwrite

the salary and other expenses for a

period of two years. This grant has

been made available through the

Episcopal Diocese of Virginia.

The Ministerial Union of Charlott-

esville, the University, and Hospital

authorities have cooperated with the

Interdenominational Religious Work
Foundation in the effort to provide

an adequate ministry for the patients,

the staff and the nursing force. The
Hospital will share in the venture

by granting the chaplain staff privi-

leges and providing a conference

room and office with secretarial help.

The new chaplain is 43 years old.

have learned that they are poor.

Those who have been abused and
downtrodden realize that things might
be better — certainly should be better

for their children, and might even

be better for them in their lifetime

if they would do something about it.

Nationalism, and Colonialism, Com-
munism and many other social move-

ments in the world are but express-

ion of this restlessness, of this break-

ing of the ancient bonds, of this

teeling that there is something in the

air. This is the mark of the modern
world. Particularly in Asia and

Africa where conditions were worse,

and where change has come more
rapidly there is this feeling of a new
world on the loose. A recent report

of the World Council of Churches

spoke of the necessity of reintegrat-

ing into society "the emancipated

people who are lost in a vacuum of

Ireedom". All who know the situation

His wife is the former Alice Virginia

Penny.

He was born in Laramie, Wyoming,
the son of a Presbyterian clergyman.

Ha received a B. A. degree from
Hamilton College in 1936 and a B.

D. from Union Theological Seminary,

New York, in 1940.

Mr. Henricks served for some years

in the Presbyterian ministry, during

three and a half years of which he
was a Navy Chaplain in World War
II. He then returned to Union Theo-

logical Seminary, New York, for a

year of post-graduate work. During
that year he studied at the William
Alanson White Institute of Psy-
chiatry.

He was ordained den con and then

priest in the Protestant Episcopal

Church in 1948. He served as rector

of Episcopal parishes in Scranton,

Pennsylvania, and Cooperstown, N. Y.

Since June 1955 Mr. Henricks has
been on the staff at St. Luke's hos-

pital in New York City, where he
has been receiving training under the

Council for Clinical Training.

He has completed three-fourths of

this training, and the Council for

Clinical Training will permit him to

complete his training under their pro-

gram while in residence at the Univer-
sity Hospital. This will mean that

the University Hospital will be a
qualified center to train seminary
students beginning with the Summer
of 1957.

speak with such phrases as "the

depth of tumult in Asia today" or of

"Africa on the march".
Meanwhile the population of the

world grows more rapidly than econ-

omic expansion and progress can pos-

sibly keep up and thereby the individ-

ual standard of living goes down in

most lands of the world at the same
lime that a new sense of opportunity

has dawned upon those peoples.

There is no question that mankind is

both capable and confused to a degree

that few people understand. Putting
it back into scriptural language, all

who have eyes to see must see men
as Jesas saw them "as sheep without
a shepherd". There is no lack of self

appointed shepherds. But the need of

the world today is for leaders who
will turn this chaos into a steady
etream of intelligent and thoughtful

development of society and of the

individuals that make up society.

A MINISTER ON VACATION
George D. Alley

It seems strange, on this Thursday
in mid-July, to be writing something
which will be six weeks old before

it gets to you. By the time you read

these lines, I will have taught for

a week in our Senior High Young
People's Conference at Elon College,

fmished out the summer's work, laid

all plans for our initial Fall program,
and covered better than 3,000 miles

of travel.

Again this year wc will be spend-

ing most of our vacation visiting

relatives and friends in northern
Wisconsin and in the Chicago suburbs.

This means a lot of driving, sleeping

in quite a few different beds, and
living out of our suitcases for nearly

five weeks. But, in between, there

will be many moments for rest and
inspiration along the way, a bit of

fishing, a lot of scenery to refresh

the mind and heart, and a great deal

of thinking about what we shall do
once we come together in the life

and program of the church in

September.
I sincerely hope that all of you

will join me m eager anticipation of

all that lies before us as we look to

the new church year, togetuer. In

this past one there have been numer-
ous accomplishments to which we
may look with pride and satisfaction.

But we grow, both as a people and
as a church, as we strive to surpass
these efforts in the future. As your
minister I covet your continued
prayers and encouragement. You
know, surely, that you have mine.

Suffulk Church NEWS LETTER

First Chaplain Appointed at

University of Virginia Hospital
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Elon College
L. E. Smith, President

APPORTIONMENT GIVING
As we as churches near the end

of the conference year and have not

met our conference apportionments in

lull, the time passes swiftly. The
weeks pass almost as quickly as do
the days. If we are serious about the

matter, these church obligations pile

up higher and higher. They are not

individual obligations, of course, but

they are obligations of the individual

church. We who constitute the church

must feel a personal responsibility.

The causes of our denomination

that are supported in part through

the apportionment plan have, because

of past experiences, learned to look

to our churches for definite and liber-

al support. Our institutions, boards

and causes make up their annual

budget counting heavily on the

church's support. Fortunately, in

these recent years we have not been

disappointed but are greatly encour-

aged by the prompt and generous

support given by and through our

churches. After all, it is one program.

All items on the program must be

supported equally and adequately

according to the several needs if

these institutions and causes are to

meet their budgets. Other organizat-

ions may fail, but let's see that the

church never fails. It must not. God
is able and we, by His help, shall be

able.

August 31, 1956

Previously Reported: $14,867.89

Eastern North Carolina

Conference:

Christian Light ..- -- 5.00

Liberty (Vance) - 50.00

Eastern Virginia

Conference:

Isle of Wight 153.00

Rosemont 105.00

Shelton Memorial 2.50

North Carolina and
Virginia Conference:
Bethel 5.00

Virginia Valley

Conference:

Mt. Lebanon 10.00

Newport 28.82

TOTAL: $ 359.32

GRAND TOTAL: $15,227.21

to take advantage of them as they

come. Plans adopted by the Con-

vention and approved by the individ-

ual conferences present plans for the

purpose of taking advantage of such
opportunities. These plans are pro-

vided for the erection of new build-

ings on our campus for current

demands. Three of these buildings
are completed. Another is in prospect.
As the churches share in the cost
of these improvements, the Conven-
tion has authorized and the confer-
ences approved the raising of $300,000
as part payment on Virginia and
Carolina Halls. This amout has been
apportioned to the churches by the
Office of the Southern Convention.
These allocations have been placed
in the hands of all local congregat-
ions. The tabulation of facts and
figures evidences the results today!

DECLARATION OF PURPOSE
Opportunities for service by Elon

College in the field of Christian

Higher Education continue to multi-

ply — opportunities that we can ill

afford to pass by. We must arrange

CAROLINA HALL Amount

Eastern North Carolina Conference:

Damascus $ 465.50

Antioch 451.50

Youngsville 300.00

Auburn 759.50

Hayes Chapel 362.25

New Hope 1,048.25

Hope Mills 414.75

Eutaw Community — — - 595.00

Bethlehem 294.00

Clayton 600.00

Henderson, First 2,308.00

Mt. Auburn 1 120.00

Martha's Chapel 297.00

Church of Wide Fellowship 2,289.00

Beulah 1,137.50

Moore Union 392.00

Wake Chapel 4,079.25

TOTAL $16,913.50

North Carolina and Virginia Conference:

Union $ 1,500.00

(Personal) 500.00

United _ 1,459.50

Haw River 1 534.75

Pfafftown - 463.75

Greensboro, First 5,887.00

Bethel .. 1,034.25

Center 281.75

Mt. Zion 1,000.00

Salem Chapel 740.00

Shallow Ford 1,800.00

Church of the Covenant . .. 175.00

Burlington, First 10 000.00

Zion 175.00

Belews Creek 834.75

Monticello ... 822.50

Beverly Hills 886.00

Lebanon 939.75
Lakeview 218.75

Hebron 300.00
Elon College 4,392.50

TOTAL $34,945.25

VIRGINIA HALL
Eastern Virginia Conference:

Suffolk Christian .....$10,000.00

Union 2,019.00
Windsor 2,841.00

Beginning

Jan. 1957
Apr. 1956

Nov. 1956
Nov. 1956

1956
Jan. 1957
Jan. 1956

1956
Jan. 1957

1956
Jan. 1956
Oct. 1956
Jan. 1957

1956
Jul. 1956

Nov. 1957

Oct. 1956
1957

Jan. 1956
Oct. 1956

1956
Sept. 1956
Jan. 1956
Jan. 1957
Oct. 1956
Oct. 1956
Nov. 1956
Jan. 1956

1956
Aug. 1956
Nov. 1956
Jan. 1958
Oct. 1956

1957

Oct. 1956
Jan 1956
Oct. 1956

Ending

5 years

5 years

3 years

5 years

5 years

5 years

5 years

5 years

5 years

5 years

5 years

5 years

10 years

5 years

5 years

5 years

5 years

5 years

5 years

10 years

5 years
18 years

5 years

5 years

5 years

5 years

5 years

10 years

5 years

5 years

5 years

5 years

5 years
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Franklin 6,213.00

Isle of Wight - 500.00

Ingram - 1J48.25

TOTAL - .$23,321.25

Valley of Virginia Conference:

Bethel - 912.00

Antioch - - - - 900.00

Newport - - - 550.00

Winchester - - - - 2,950.50

TOTAL .__ $ 5,312.50

Total pledged for Carolina Hall: $51,858.75

Total pledged for Virginia Hall: $28,633.75

Jan. 1957

1956
Jan. 1957

Jan. 1957

8 years

10 years

5 years

5 years

F-astern North Carolina

Conference:

Wake Chapel - $500.00

Youngsville - - -— 50.00

New Hope — — - 54.49

$604.49

North Carolina and
Virginia Conference:

Greensboro, Palm St - 100.00

Zion .- 5.84

Bethel - - 202.00

Mt. Zion - -- 331.00

Monticello -— 35.00

Pfafftown - -— 25.00

Concord - - -- 20.00

$718.84

Payments on Virginia Hall

Virginia Valley

Conference:
Winchester $ 25.00

Bethlehem -.- -.- 75.00

Bethel -- - 18.02

TOTAL: $118.02

Eastern Virginia

Conference:
Franklin -.- $500.00

Johnson's Grove - 205.00

TOTAL: $705.00

Total Payments for

Carolina Hall: $1,323.33

Total Payments for

Virginia Hall: $ 823.02

Never in the history of mankind

has there been so much wealth, lux-

ury and easy living. And yet never

was there so much slavery, poverty,

and distress among large segments

of the world's population. Two-thirds

of the peoples of the world are with-

out basic food. Distrust and fear are

everywhere.

Great Day For

Eure Church
This is a great day in the history

of our church. A day which marks

the realization of many hopes, dreams

and purposes that have filled the

hearts of a great and faithful group

of people for a long time; the answer

to prayers that for years have gone

up from earnest hearts to God who

crowns all sincere efforts with joy

and success. Yet a day that was

brought about not by just dreaming
hoping and praying, but rather one

that was hastened by a lot of hard
and faithful and untiring work. All

that you see which goes to make
n complete and finished serviceable

church building stands today and
will stand through the years as a
living memorial to a great group of

faithful men and women as well as
children. Not only the things we see

and can handle frame the complete
picture of the memorials today, but
nails and timbers fastened together
and hidden within these walls, beneath
this floor, above this ceiling testify

to the faithfulness and loyalty and
liard work of many whose names
will not be mentioned here today. Two
years ago this week some forty or

fifty men met on this sacredly dedi-

cated spot, dug ditches, mixed and
poured about a hundred tons of rock,

sand, and cement and poured the

foundation of this building. From
that week until the last of this week
now ending, men, women, and child-

ren have given their time, energy
and other resources to make this

building possible. This has been an
]nspiring, encouraging and uplifting

experience in a great task well done.

Eure Church Bulletin

Returning To

Large Parish

SWARTS SAIL FOR INDIA

Rev. and Mrs. Winfield Q. Swart,

educational missionaries serving
under the American Board of Com-

missioners for Foreign Missions,

sailed August 17 for India where they

have worked among the Marathia

people for almost 30 years. They have

been in this country on furlough

since May, 1955.

As district missionary with head-
quarters in Vadala, Mr. Swart's
"parish" includes more than 4,500

Christians living in some 60 villages

scattered over an area of 500 square
miles.

He was born near Albany, New
York, attended schools in Scehnect-
fidy. Union College, Union Theological

Seminary and Oberlin Theological
School.

Mrs. (Lois Andrews) Swart, who
was born in India of missionary
parents, has not only brought up
three children and maintained her
liome as a social center for both
Indians and Europeans but has found
the time to teach in three boys' and
girls' mission schools. A graduate of

Occidental College, California, she
received her master's degree at the

University of Chicago.

The Swart's three grown children
— Miss Dorothea, Robert and Floyd
— were all born in India but are now
in the United States.

Rev. and Mrs. Swart will sail from
New York on the S. S. QUEEN
FREDERICA.

Those who think something can be

obliterated by suppression should

consider the case of Herostratus, the

Greek who, in 356 B.C., burned the

Temple of Diana so he could pass his

name down to posterity. Herostratus

was executed, and even the mention
of his name was a penal offense. His

name, however, became immortal, not

so much because he burned the temple

but because of the attempt to erase

his name from history.
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Orphanage Home-Coming
Happy Experience

John G. Truitt, Supt.

HAVE YOU MADE YOUR

GOLDEN
ANNIVERSARYHomecoming and the Golden Anniversary program turned out to be a big

success. The largest yet number of returnees were here and quite a number
of our churches were represented throughout the Convention. Supt. W. T. GIFT
Scott made a most enlightening and encouraging speech as he spoke for the

Convention and churches who make this childcaring home a joy to us all.

Mrs. James L. Foster first housemother of the home, brought her own gracious TO THE ORPHANAGE?
charm and appreciation in her words and by her presence. A goodly number
were here to rise up and call her blessed. _____________________________

Robert Rowland, one of our seniors,

opened the meeting with a prayer.

Betty Lou Wilson told in a well

spoken way what the Orphanage
means to her and to the others who
are here now. Betty Lou is a senior

and has been here more than 13

years. And I can assure you there

ip nothing inhibited or retarded about

Betty Lou. Several of the older ones

of the present Orphanage family at-

tended the meeting and they were
given a warm reception by all present.

Mr. V. R. Holt, president of the

Board of Trustees, spoke briefly and

most appreciatively of what the

alumni, the churches and friends are

doing to make this an institution of

which we can all be proud. The two

alumni who have been by the Con-

vention elected on to the Board from

other denominations were present:

Mrs. Allen E. Gant, of Burlington,

Episcopalian; and Mr. Clyde W. Rudd,

of Greensboro, Baptist.Other mem-
bers of the Board present were: Mrs.

J. H. McEwen, and the Rev. W. W.
Snyder, both of Burlington.

REPORT FOR SEPTEMBER 5, 1956

SUNDAY SCHOOLS MONTHLY OFFERINGS

Amount brought forward $13,053.07

Eastern North Carolina Conference

Christian Light $40.00
Ebenezer 49.49

Liberty (Vance) 25.00

Morrisville 9.60

Mt. Auburn, S.S 5.15

Pleasant Union 25.00 $154.24

Eastern Virginia Conference

Berea (Norfolk) 6.00

Liberty Spiking, S.S. 10.00

Rosemont 63.00

Portsmouth, Shelton Mem 2.00

Windsor, S.S. 10.00 91.00

North Carolina and Virginia Conference

Bethel, S.S. 10.08 10.08

Virginia Valley Conference
Mt. Lebanon, S.S. 10.00 10.00

Total $ 265.32

Grand Total ... $13,318.39

There was a dinner served indie- SPECIAL OFFERINGS
ative of the good crop year we have Amount brought forward - $20,515.52
had. Everyone seemed to be enthusi-

j^,.^ j^^^^jj^ p Robinson, Albany, New York .......$ 15.00
astic, and grateful for the many

Chester H Roth Co., Inc. (dividend) 37.50
improvements which were obvious ^^^^^^ ^j^^^ ^^^j^ Christian Church 10.00
everywhere Total offerings for the p,,^;^^ Associates, Inc. (for coupons) 39.20
day were $1,160.00. This was $163.70

j^^^ Christian Church, Roanoke, Alabama 5.00
for the homecoming treasury, and

$996.70 in Golden Anniversary gifts. Golden Anniversary Gifts:

We are trying to raise enough in the A friend, Elon College, N. C 3.00

Golden Anniversary gifts to pay off Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Fields & family,

the accumulated dry years, bank San Leandro, California . 10.00

note of $11,500.00. A gift from many Miss Stella Sharp, Reidsville, N. C. 10.00

friends would help us to do this. Mrs. Alvertine Privette, Elon College, N. C. 5.00

Help us finish out this year with a A Friend 50.00

special anniversary gift. Ed M. Hicklin, Burlington, N. C 5.00

A. B. Owen Gibsonville, N. C 10.00

Thanks to all who were present for I. Fletcher Craven, Ramseur, N. C 5.00

homecoming, for the speeches others A Friend 50.00

made and the many speeches privately Rev. R. L. Hendrickson & Family, Lincoln, Kans. 50.00

delivered to the superintendent and J. H. Webster, Pittsboro, N. C 10.00

other staff members. Miss Melva Foster, Elon College, N. C 5.00
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Western N. C.

Conference

Miss Ruth L. Miller, Winston-Salem, N. C 5.00

Mrs. Allen E. Gant, Burlington, N. C 50.00

A. L. Curling, South Norfolk, Va 10.00

Mr. and Mrs. John Dockery & Bronza Dockery,

Reidsville, N. C. — - 75.00

Mr. and Mrs. L. W. Wagoner, Elon College, N. C. 10.00

I. H. Vickery, Henderson, N. C. 200.00

Mr. and Mrs. Calvin S. Clayton, Charlotte, N. C 500.00

Eugene Neu. Charlotte, N. C. _ - 5.00

W. E. Churchill, Durham, N. C. 25.00

Clyde W. Rudd & Family, Greensboro, N. C. 50.00

Herbert Womack, Charlottesville, Va. 10.00

Robert E. Kinch, Raleigh. N. C. 5.00

In Memory of Rev. James L. Foster 10.00

In Memory of T, H. Ketchin, Jr. 5.00

In Memory of Rev. Joe Fix 5.00

In Memory of Rev. Joe Fix 5.00

In Memory of John A. Womble 2.00

In Memory of W. J. Ballentine 5.00

In Memory of Mrs. Grace Remars 5.00

In Memory of Mrs. Grace Remars ..- 5.00

Special Gifts 259.53

Total . $ 1,566.23

Grand Total $22,081.75

Total for the Week $ 1,831.55

Total for the Year ...$35,400.14

THiS YOU CANNOT BUY

J. G. TRUITT, Supt.

There are many things to purchase
In the stores and marts of trade,

There is every sort of gadget
Which the hands of men have made

There are stamps and stoves and trinkets,

There are lands and motor cars —
But you cannot purchase character
Nor the beauty of the stars.

You can buy a type of prestige

And a seat that's soft and high,

But the things most worth having
Loads of money cannot buy;

Common things like joy and laughter,

Little things like peace of mind —
These are values freely given
To the true and good and kind!

3$n iWemonam
"Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord."

SPARKMAN
God, in his wisdom, saw fit to call one

of the beloved fi-iends of Rosemont
Christian Church, Mis. Alviita Spark-
man, on May 16, 1956. The life she
lived will always be an inspiration to

those who knew and loved her,

Therefore, be it resolved:

1. That we bow in humble submission
to the will of our heavenly Father, who

doeth all thing's well.

2. That we extend our deepest sym-
pathy to her loved ones.

o. That a copy of the resolutions be
sent to the family, a copy be sent to THE
CHRISTIAN SUN for publication, and
a copy entered on our church records.

Mrs. H. L. Gibson
Mrs. J. B. Gibson
Mrs. X. J. Sawyer

Committee

REV. BILL SIMMONS

Years ago when the churches met
together at the end of the year to

discuss and transact business for the

coming year, it was a big time for

everybody. For days the women kept

the old kitchen wood stoves hot as

they went about preparing food for

the visiting folks from other churches

who w<^re to spend several days with

them. In those days the children

slept on the floor as they gave up
their beds to visitors who spent the

night in the home. It was a big time

for everybody. But with everything

else, those days have changed. No
longer do people come in horse and
buggies and spend the night. Today
they come in new shiny cars, spend a

lew hours at conference, and are then

roue again. Often the members of

the host church are so unconcerned

that they have no time for the busi-

ness of our churches and go on their

way without attending the meeting.

Then people ask the question, "What
is wrong with our churches?"

On Wednesday November 7, the

Western North Carolina Conference

of the Congregational Christian

Churches will meet at our church
lor its annual meeting. Most of our
people work at public work and feel

they cannot attend such a meeting.
Let's show the visiting people that

our Church is still interested. COME

In Canvasser of Hank's Chapel.

A famous lecturer was asked the
formula of success in public speaking.

"Well," he said, "in promulgating
your esoteric cobitations and articu-

lating superficial, sentimental and
psychological observations, beware of

platitudinous ponderosity. Let your
extemporaneous decantation and un-
premeditated expatiations have in-

telligibility and veracious vivacity
without rodomontade and thrasonical
bombast. Sedulously avoid all polysyl-

labic profundity, pusillanimous vac-
uity, pestiferous profanity and simi-

lar transgressions.

"Or to put it a bit differently," he
concluded, smiling, "talk simply,

naturally, and above all, don't use big

words."
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NEW YORK, August 22: — Fifteen

young Christian workers are pictured

here aboard the SS Independence as

they sailed for Turkey where they

will serve under the American Board
of Commissioners for Foreign Mis-

sions of the Congregational Christian

Churches.

While most of the group will serve

as teachers in schools in Turkey
established by the American Board,

Dr. William L. Nute, Jr., (next to

the top row) has been appointed to

^he staff of the new Child Health

Institute in Ankara.

Members of the group, left to right,

ore Harris Webster, Burlington, Ver-

mont; Rev. and Mrs. Melvin Wittier,

Hartford, Connecticut (formerly of

Hartinton, Nebraska, and Providence,

Rhode Island); Miss Carolyn Padel-

ford, Winchester, Massachusetts;
John Wood, Madison, Wisconsin; Miss

Hazel Grain, Henry, Illinois; David

Holmes, Geneva, Ohio; Miss May
F?ryant, Princeton, Illinois; Mr. and
Mrs. Samuel Glass, Jr., Tacoma,
Washington; Robert Jones, Milton,

Indiana; and Miss Barbara Holbrook,

West Acton, Massachusetts.

Next row: Dr. Nute; Miss Lenore
Keene, Garrett Park, Maryland; Mrs.

Nute.

Top row: Irine and Christie Nute,

daughters of Dr. and Mrs. Nute.

With the exception of Dr. and Mrs.

Nute, who are returning to Turkey
after a furlough in this country, all

members of the group are new to

mission work. Miss Bryant, who is a

registered nurse and who will work
in the Azariah Smith Memorial Hos-

pital in Gaziantep, and the Rev. and
Mrs. Wittier, are going out as career

missionaries. The other members of

the group are under appointment for

a three year term only.
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Here And There Among The Churches
POPULAR PASTOR RESIGNS

John Briggs

September 2, 1956, at the 11:00
o'clock worship service at the Con-
gregational Christian Church of

Reidsville, the pastor, the Reverend
Tucker G. Humphries, submitted his

resignation.

Coming from Southern Pines, N. C,
the Church of Wide Fellowship, Mr.
Humphries has been the pastor of

the Reidsville church for the past

seven and one half years. Under his

ministry the church has grown in

inembers and influence in this com-
munity. A hut in the rear of the

church where the boy scout, girl

scout, and explorer scout troops

center their many activities has been
built. Five new Sunday school class

rooms have been added, chimes have
been put into the belfry and a new
psrsonage has been finished.

Mr. Humphries has interested him-
self in every good thing, every Chris-

tian effort of the community, and in

many instances has taken a leading

part. He has been an active member
of the Kiwanis Club, chaplin of the

Reidsville High School football team,

past president of the Reidsville

Ministerial Association and a mem-
ber of two local lodges.

He is well known and in demand
as a speaker to clubs and civic organi-

zations and schools.

November the first Mr. Humphries
and his family will move to Franklin,

Virginia, where he will become the

pastor of our church there.

He leaves Reidsville with an ex-

pression of love and confidence and
regret from his many friends and with

the God speed of his church.

DR. EARL DANIELEY is on leave

from the faculty of Elon and is study-

ing at Johns Hopkins University

(Baltimore) on a research fellowship

this year. He is chairman of the Lay-
men's Fellowship of the Southern
Convention, and has written for this

paper a long while. His address is

4004 The Alameda, Baltimore 18,

Maryland. We hope to hear from him
occasionally.

A REVIVAL AT SHILOH is in

progress this week under the leader-

ship of Rev. Mack Welch, pastor of

Pleasant Grove and man-of-all-work
for the Western North Carolina Con-
ference,

SUPERINTENDENT SCOTT was
one of the leaders at the Evanbelical

and Reformed Consisterymen's Con-
ference held at their lovely assembly
grounds at Blowing Rock, North
Cfirolina, September 7-9. He says

there were about seventy eager

churchmen in attendance, and sug-

gests that our deacons and trustees

might find it very profitable to have
a similar session at Moonelon. The
laymen appeared to be heartily in

favor of the union of their church and
ours.

REV. JAMES WALTERS, a native

of Suffolk and a member of the East-

ern N. C. Conference, has moved from
near Raleigh to Disputanta, Virginia,

where he is pastor of Bethlehem
church. He succeeded Rev. John Gallo

who has retired and is now living in

Pittsburg.

OUR RICHMOND, Virginia, church
will have as its minister beginning
November 1 the Rev. Rufus Ansley,

who is currently pastor of North
Parish Congregational Church, San-
ford, Maine. Dr. Roy C. Helfenstein

retired from the Richmond pastorate

last spring.

CONGRATULATIONS to Rev. and
Mrs. W. Walter Hall of our Danville,

Virginia, church on the birth of a

son. Mr. Hall writes, "On August 28
little Vaughan Dabney joined the

Hall family and seems to like it here

pretty well except when he gets

hungry, which happens quite often."

APPRECIATION is expressed in a
letter from Rev. John Gallo to Supt.
Scott for what he, the Eastern Vir-
ginia Conference, and the Southern
Convention did to bring him happi-
ness while he served the church at

Bethlehem (Disputanta). The letter

also says, "Our heavenly Father
blessed our work in an imusual way,
not because Mr. Gallo was there, but
rather because our good people co-

operated with Mr. Gallo. I am posi-

tively sure that they will cooperate
with Rev. Mr. Walters in the same
way. Mr. Walters is indeed a fortun-
ate man to serve such a wonderfully
good people in Bethlehem."

OFFICERS WERE INSTALLED in

the Woman's Auxiliary of the Burl-
ington church Monday of last week,
and Mrs. H. C. Pollard gave the his-

tory of the year.

LAYMEN of the Western North
Carolina Conference are to meet at
Pleasant Grove for their quarterly
get together Saturday, September 29.

W. N. C. MINISTERS met at Ashe-
boro Monday of last week to begin
the fall's work as an Association.

Changes in pastorates, shortage of

pastors, how to serve the churches
when there are not enough ministers,

and the election of officers were
matters of concern. Officers elected

for the coming year are : F. C. Lester,

president; Clyde Fields, vice-president

and program chairman; and Lacy M.
Presnell, secretary-treasurer.
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REV. O. D. POYTHRESS, pastor
for 38 years at South Norfolk, is this

week assisting in a revival at Hunter-
dale (Union) church near Franklin,

Virginia where the Rev. Clyde Fields

is completing his pastorate before
going to Asheboro in November. Mr.
Poythress has distinguished himself
not only for the length of his pastor-

ate, but also as a revivalist, and es-

pecially as a singer.

HOPEWELL church plans to con-

secrate its new religious education
building and begin using it on Sun-
day, September 30. Their morning
services will be broadcast through
October. The Rev. R. E. Brittle will

lead in a revival series October 7-12.

The pastor, Rev. James Madren,
invites friends to share in these

services.

MORNING TOPIC at a recent

service in Palm Street, Greensboro,

by the minister. Rev. W. A. Rich,

was, "After Prayer — Then What?"
Who wants to answer that one?

MISS DOROTHY FOLTZ, well

known as pastor's helper at Elon
College and Burlington, and for the

past three years director of religious

education for our church in Winter
Park, Florida, is now living with her

parents and teaching school at Luray,
Virginia. She is taking a rest from
church work, and is getting the re-

freshment that comes from being at

home with parents.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE of the

Executive Board of the Southern Con-
vention met at Elon last Wednesday
to consider several matters of con-

cern. To the fore in this consideration

was integration in schools and
churches. This note is merely for the

purpose of letting our people know
that the officials are conscious of

problems, and are diligently seeking
solutions.

THE FINANCE COMMITTEE of

the Southern Convention as appointed
by president Martin L. Garren and
elected by the Executive Committee
is as follows: George Alley, J. H.
Dollar, J. H. Lightbourne, Jr., I. L.

McDowell, Algie Blaylock, Mrs. ToUie
Smith, David W. Sheperd, James
Washburn, S. H. Basnight, and
George D. Colclough. The first five
were appointed and the others elected,
as per Constitution.

A GIFT of the old publishing house
which has been used as a dormitory
until the interior was burned last

spring, has been offered to the South-
ern Convention for its office building.

To repair it will cost money, but the
Convention needs a place for its

workers, and the college needs its

rooms in the library building.

FOUNDERS DAY this year is

announced by Elon for October 15.

Governor Hodges is scheduled to

speak. Members of our churches are
urgently invited to hear the speaking
and to eat lunch.

EASTERN VIRGINIA Pilgrim
Fellowship will hold its fall confer-

ence October 6 at Liberty Spring
Congregational Christian Church.
Registration will begin at 2:30 and
the program will begin at three
o'clock. All churches are asked to

send the rest of their apportionments
to Fred Parker at Sunbury, North
Carolina, by September 15, says J. F.

Parker.

YEAR BOOK OF AMERICA for
1957 can be secured from the North
Carolina Council of Churches for less

than the regular $5.00 publisher's
price. This is the annual which lists

all church membership and other
religious data. The Council receives
nothing from this service but is glad
to assist. Write to the N. C. Council
of Churches College Station, Durham,
North Carolina.

CONCORD WOMEN HAVE
BEEN BUSY

Mrs. H. P. Terrell

The Woman's Fellowship of the
Concord Christian Church has had a
very successful year under the leader-
ship of Mrs. John P. Underwood,
president.

We have had all our monthly meet-
ings with well planned programs
which have been very inspirational.
Also the book reviews and Bible
study.

We have contributed to both home
and foreign missions, and sent sun-
shine boxes to the aged people in the
community. We also quilted a quilt
for a needy family.

Our main project for the church is

basement furnishings, a kitchenette,
etc.

We have 23 members on roll after
having lost by death Mrs. Ida S.

Miles.

We have been blessed and challeng-
ed by our efforts this year, and we
are looking forward to greater things
in the future.

POINT OF VIEW
"How can you believe that rot!"

exclaimed a university student coming
u]3on a classmate reading the Bible.
"Don't you have difficulty with such
a miracle as the dividing of the Red
Sea?"

"Yes, I have difficulty with the
Red Sea," was the reply. "But my
difficulty is not how it was divided,
but how it was made. For certainly
He who made it could divide it."

DATES TO REMEMBER
September 18-19 — Mission Board Meeting — Moonelon

Women's Conferences

October 2 — North Carolina at Reidsville

October 4 — Eastern Virginia at Holland
October 5 — Valley of Virginia at New Hope

Fall Conferences:
October 29-30 — Virginia Valley Central Conference, Linville, Va.

Mr. Clarence A. Phillips, President.

October 31-November 1 — Eastern Virginia Conference, Suffolk,
Va., Mr'. W. B. Williams, President.

November 6— Eastern North Carolina Conference, Christian Light,
near Fuquay Springs, N. C, Rev. Carl Wallace, Pres!

November 7 - - Western North Carolina Conference, Hanks Chapel,
near Pittsboro, N. C, Rev. L. M. Presnell, President!

November 8 — North Carolina & Virginia Conference, Hines
Chapel, near McLeansville, N. C, Dr. H. E. Robinson,
President.
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EDITORIALS

For Ministers And Church Officials

Editorials shuold be good for everyone and not limit-

ed to a small group, of course but this time the editor

v/ould like to talk a bit with the ministers and church

officials of the Southern Convention. So, if you will

kindly cut off the TV and draw up an easy chair, we will

consider a matter of mutual interest.

During this year a responsible group in our Conven-

tion asked me to quit being a pastor and become editor

of THE CHRISTIAN SUN. They said that the paper

would give a larger audience than a local church, that it

has a very important place in the life of our churches,

and that it can become much more useful by putting

into its pages in readable form information needed by

our people and then getting the paper into our church

homes. The Board of Publicat'ons was quite convincing

in its argument, and a decision was made to accept the

editorship.

A. sincere effort is being made to create a paper that

will be of benefit to our people. You are aware of what

is being done, and with your help the paper can continue

to improve. This is my first request. Please be very

frank in making suggestions as to improvement, and by

all means see that the information needed in the paper

comes to the editor's desk.

But a printed paper is no better than blank paper if

people do not read it. We are nov/ printing about 2,800

copies of THE SUN. Perhaps 2,500 of them go into our

convention homes. There are 35,000 members of our

churches. A conservative guess is that there are at least

10,000 homes represented in our membership. This

means that only about one in four of our homes receive

our paper. My question is: What shall we do about

getting the paper into the homes of the others ? It seems

fair to suggest that you are the people to struggle with

that matter. And it appears reasonable to believe that

you can solve the problem by getting the needed sub-

scriptions.

There are at least two good reasons for securing

subscriptions. One is financial. It takes money to edit

and print a paper. Boards and institutions share in this

expense. The churches make contributions through
Apportionments. Subscribers help.

The second and best reason is that our people need
the paper. In it they get information without which
they cannot be their best as members. The only reason
for all the work, expense and bother for making the

paper is to help our people to be better persons and
better members of churches.

Since these seem to be the facts in the case, will you,

and each of you, help to get the paper into all the homes
of our church people? Yes, all the homes. Those who
appear to be indifferent to the claims of the church may
be just the ones who need it most.

The best way to get the paper to the people seems to

be to put it in the budget of the church and send it to

all church families. Some churches have tried it and
found that their income increased greatly. An addition

of five cents per week by each family would pay for the

paper and give the chra ch a profit of one cent. This does
not seem like it is an impossible pioject. And it is much
simpler than to try to collect subscriptions from each
person.

But the point of this piece is that you can really serve

your church and the larger interests of the kingdom by
getting this paper into the homes of your church. Then
a minister may be excused from the pastorate to serve

as editor. Shall we work together as a team? At this

end of the line the main job will be to prepare something
worthwhile, and at your end information will be sent to

the editor and subscriptions secured. Thank you, one
and all, for reading, and for the fine work you will do
within the next few weeks.

Promotions

Promotions are important. Railroad men like it. A
recent president of one of the big railway companies

started at the bottom, kept being promoted through all

the activities of running trains, and finally directed the

affairs of the company. He knew how much oil an engine

in good shape should use on a particular run because

he had poured the oil into the engines. If he had never

been promoted, the Southern Railway would not have

had that man as president.

Promotions should be planned and on an agreed basis.

Business concerns can tell an applicant what to expect in

the way of promotions, and what he will have to do to

get promoted.

At this season of the year most of our Sunday schools

and young people's societies promote from one grade to

another. The children look forward to Promotion Day
in Sunday school, the time when they will go to another

class. Older people may forget the importance of this,

but the children do not. To them it is a measure of their

success. It is a step in the climb to maturity.

The basis of these promotions is not always clear. It

may be the school grade, which is about as good as

any. Or it may be based on work done in the class. All

Sunday schools would do well to have a standard of work
to be done by each class or department. It will thrill

the children to feel that they have really learned the

materials they are expected to know. And best of all,

the knowledge of the Bible, hymns, prayers, church his-

tory, and such like, will make them more able to meet
the problems of life and service as they come.

The first Sunday in October the Sunday schools begin

a new year. The new literature, the new teachers, and
the new classrooms will be a great inspiration to the

eager pupils of carefully planned promotions. Our
children deserve the best. They are our best.
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The Face
HENRY E. ROBINSON

VARIOUS PARTS OF THE BODY HAVE SERVED OFTEN AS
SYMBOLS OF THE SPIRITUAL GRACES

It is well for us to understand how-

much the face reveals to discerning
eyes which look upon it. Sometimes
we can tell the occupation of a man
by his face. If it is bronzed by the

sun and wind we may surmise that he
is a farmer, forester, fisherman, or
rancher. If, on the other hand, a
face is pale and tender we guess that

man works indoors. The face is the

most accurate reflector of a person's

age. Often the lines in the face show
sorrow or suffering. How often have
you said of a friend, "My, how she's

.'^hanged." What you mean is how
much her face has changed, the lines,

the eyes, the tensions that show in

the wrinkled brow.

How often our feelings are revealed

in our faces. Joy, anger, defeat, vic-

tory, sorrow, surprise, anxiety,

wonderment, friendship, anticipation,

boredom, eager expectancy, dissa-

pointment, indeed, about every mood
we can think of comes out for all to

see through the face. What you are

shows in your face.

You don't have to tell how you
lived each day. You don't have to say
it you work or play. For a tried and
true barometer is right in its place.

However you live, it will show in

your face.

The false, the deceit that you bear

in your heart. Won't stay down inside

where it first got its start ; For sinew

and blood are thin veil of lace, What
you carry in your heart will show in

your face.

If you've gambled and won in the

great game of life. If you feel you
have conquered the sorrow and strife;

If you've played the game square and
you stand on first base, You won't
have to tell it, it will show in your
face.

Now if you have dissipated nights

till the day is most nigh. There is only
one teller and one won't lie; Since
your facial barometer is right in its

place. However you live, it will show
in your face.

Then, if your life is unselfish and
for others you live, For not just what

you can get but v/hat you can give;

And if you live close to God in His

infinite grace. You won't have to tell

it, it will show on your face.

This may sound strange, but we can

let our faces develop unfortunate

habits. We can let our chins drop

down and give the world the impress-

ion that we are sour, when actually

we are not. We have just forgotton

to smile and to wear a bright counten-
ance. Personally, I like to be around
a person who smiles and shows signs

of pleasantness through the face.

Such people, I find usually have a
host of friends. On the other hand,
many who complain of being lonely

should look in the mirror. Not for

beauty, I'm not talking about that,

but for a friendly or pleasant express-

ion. If you wear a sour expression,

even though you bear no such feeling

inside, your face is preaching a ser-

m.on that runs something like this:

"I'm not feeling well today, I'm
grouchy and touchy. If you want to

be snapped at just speak to me. If

you konw what is good for you, you
will pass quickly by on the other
side." Now actually I cannot believe

that many folks feel that way. Yet
this is what their faces are saying.

What a pity, and how needless! Does
your face have bad habits which turn
people away? It is a question worth
asking.

One of the unanswered mysteries is

how the face reveals character, yet
this is well known to all. Again
physical beauty has nothing to do
with this quality. All of us have
known persons who would be classed

as homely by all physical standards,

yet whose faces are radiant of the

character that stands back of them.
Indeed, I believe that character can-

not be hid. Just as a face shows sin

and corruption — a hard face — we
say, so also will a face reveal a life

of righteousness wrought across the

years.

What a shame it is when God has
endowed a person with physical
beauty and that person has not put
character behind that face. How

many men have been deceived by a

pretty face, having been blinded to

the lack of character so essential to

true happiness?

Just as God wants to use our hands,
our feet, and our heads, so also
would he use our faces to bring cheer,

joy, confidence, and friendliness into

human lives. I believe he did just
this through the face of Jesus. I

believe that those who looked upon
his face saw compassion, understand-
ing, courage, sympathy, and confi-

dence. They saw spiritual power per-
sonified in a countenance. I believe
that if we live like him, if we conduct
our lives according to his teachings,
that something of these same qualities

will show through us. These will not
make us physically beautiful, but I

truly believe God can use our faces
to inspire courage and hope in the
lives of others.

The Perfect Gift

Nellie M. Walker

It was summer in South Africa and
near Christmas. The schools were
closed for the Summer, but there were
? few luckless boys too far from home
to go, and for these the school had
provided summer employment. One of
the missionaries planned a Christmas
party for them as was customary.

There was a Christmas tree, which
the boys helped to decorate. They
wanted to exchange presents on the
tree. The missionary provided cookies
and saw that there was a small bag
of candy and a nice handerchief and
Christmas card on the tree for each
boy.

The boys sang Christmas carols
around the tree. They savored the
lemonade and cookies. They made a
great ceremony of opening the pres-

ents. Most of them did not display
m.uch ingenuity in preparing gifts,

but Douglas did. With only a tickey
to spend he bought a packet of darn-
ing needles. He gave each boy one
needle and the missionary three need-
les!

The missionary thought she had
never had a better gift, for the need-
les were shining, useful and needed.
Better still they were the gift of a
friend. She put them right into her
sewing kit and used them too.
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Home Coming At
Haw River Delightful

A ROVING EDITOR

Home-coming at Haw River is a

day of joyous recollections. When the

editor and three of his family entered

the church at ten-thirty, the Sunday
school superintendent for the day
W. W. Sharp, greeted them at the

door as if they were old friends

coming home. Indeed that was true

of the editor, for Haw River was the

first church to call him as pastor,

there he served happily for four years

and still carries a watch given by the

church as a college graduation pres-

ent. Several of the members of that

earlier day greeted us before the

church service began.

History of the church for the past

year was reviewed in a page an-

nouncement that gave briefly a record

of many achievements and contained

this accurate phase: "But most things

look comfortably familiar." After the

many years of absence one was aware
of numerous improvements but still

there was that "comfortably familiar"

air about the place.

The new man in the pulpit, Rev.

H. V. Harman, wore his robe with

grace and led in a service that inclined

onf to worship God. The choir of

sixteen singers did a fine share from
the processional to the end of the

service. The uniform robes and
anthem books made one forget per-

sons and think of music. The organist

released the melody of that instru-

ment and interpreted the mind of

composers. One sitting in the pew
with no responsibility at all could say,

"It is good to be here."

When the church gathered at noon
on the lawn of the beloved physician.

Dr. Wilkins, they were joined by
members of the Baptist and Methodist

churches of the community and mini-

sters of our near-by churches. Good
food and good fellowship were enjoy-

ed by a large crowd.

Mrs. Hugh Gillispie, spry as a six-

teen year old, chatted with friends

as she moved among the crowd. "I

am 86," she said as if she were proud

of it. Miss Pearl Smith said, "Mrs.

Gillispie is our only charter mem-
ber of the church now living, and
I am the only charter member of the

Woman's Missionary Society." This

society was organized about 1918 by

Dr. W. A. Harper.

Recorded in the minutes of the

North Carolina and Virginia Confer-

ence for Tuesday afternoon Novem-
ber 19, 1895 when Rev. P. T. Klapp
was president and Rev. J. W. Holt
was secretary, and the conference

was meeting at Long's Chapel, are

these words:

"A petition from a new church
at Haw River, N. C. was read and
the church admitted into the Con-
erence, and the delegate, H. V.
Simpson, was enrolled."

The record further shows that Rev.

C. C. Peel was the pastor, that the

church had 26 members, that a re-

quest for $25.00 on pastor's salary

was granted, and that the church was
assessed for the next year $1.00 for

home missions, $2.00 for foreign

missions, $1.00 for the educational

fund, $.78 for church extension fund,

and $.26 for Conference fund.

At the next session of Conference
reports showed that assessments were
paid in full with $.60 over on foreign

mi.ssions; that assessments were in-

creased so the dollars became two,

foreign missions $3.30, educational

fund $.99, and Conference fund $.33,

that the pastor had been paid $75.00

;

and that the church had received ten

members and had lost one by death.

The report for last year shows that

the same church spent $6,993.00 on
itself and gave to mission and be-

nevolences $1,514.00. There are 157
members of the church and 126 on
the Sunday school roll.

Suffolk Plans

Fall Program
GEORGE D. ALLIE

Following a period of relatively

little activity in the late Summer the

officers, staff, and members of the

Suffolk Christian Church have begun
implementing plans for a busy Fall

and Winter program.

Under the leadership of a commit-
tee of twelve persons, more than 100
workers are being enlisted for the

Every-Member Canvass to be con-

ducted on Sunday, September 23rd.

Using the "Loyalty Sunday" idea, all

persons in attendance at the regular

worship service on that day will be

given an opportunity to sign cards

pledging their time, talent and treas-

ure for the coming church year which
begins October 1st. Following a lunch-

eon, to be served by members of the
Women's Fellowship and directed by
Mrs. Roy Richardson, President, the

canvassers will go out in the after-

noon to visit in the homes of mem-
bers, reporting back to the church in

the early evening. This year the Jun-
ior and Senior High young people
have organized their own canvass
committee and will contact some ICQ
of their fellow members in their own
canvass.

Officers of the Junior and Senior
Young People's organizations met for

a planning retreat on Sunday after-

noon and evening, September 9th with
Mrs. E. C. Wilkins, Director of Re-
ligious Education, and the Rev.
George D. Alley, Minister, as leaders.

Miss Faye Gordon, president of the
local Senior group and president of

Southern Convention Pilgrim Fellow-
ship gave splendid reports of her ex-

periences and of organizational and
program ideas gained from her atten-
dance at the National Council of
Pilgrim Fellowship in June and the
Southern Convention leadership train-

ing conference held at Moonelon in

August. These groups will meet joint-

ly for supper each Sunday evening
with separate programs and advisors.

The Worker's Conference of the
Church School will meet for supper
at the Elliott Hotel on Wednesday
September 26th. Under the leadership
of Mr. O. F. Story, Superintendent,
Mrs. Wilkins, and Miss Gladys Yates,
chairman of the Board of Christian
Education, all teachers and officers
will make plans for the work of the
coming quarter. The Fall supper
meeting has become an annual affair
and is very well attended. The minis-
ter will address the group following
the supper hour on "The Opportuni-
ties and Challenges of Christian
Education". Promotion Sunday in the
Church School will be observed on
September 30th with Rally Day the
following Sunday, October 7th.

The Annual Meeting of the church
will be held at the regular Quarter-
ly Conference, October 3rd. New
officers will assume their responsibili-

ties as of this date. October 31st
and November 1st the Suffolk church
will act as host to the annual meeting
of the Eastern Virginia Conference
and will observe the annual Preaching
Mission from Sunday evening, Nov-
ember 4th through Friday, November
9th. This year's speaker will be the
Rev. Dr. Julian Norris Hartt, pro-
fessor at Yale University Divinity
School, New Haven, Connecticut.
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Eure Church Opens
New Biiildiiig

The doors of the new Eure Chris-

tian Church were opened Sunday-

September 2 and the first service

was held since its completion. The
Rev. R. E. Brittle, pastor, brought

the inspiring message to the con-

gregation, which numbered over 300.

Two years ago this week some
40 or 50 men met on the spot where
now stands the new church and dug
ditches, mixed and poured about a
hundred tons of rock, sand, and
cement for the foundation of the build-

ing. Since then, men, women,
and children have given their time,

energy and other resources to make
the building possible.

Prior to the sermon, a litany of

dedication of aids to worship were
held. The aids to worship dedicated
were:

Memorial windows: To William
John Askew and Vernie Piland
Askew; to Joshua Mullen, Mary E.
Mullen and Hardy W. Parker; to Mills

Greene; to Tazwell Augustus Eure,
Mecy Langston Eure and Lucie John-
son Eure; to Exum Calhoun Greene
and Novella Greene; to Nathaniel
Eure; Adminta J. Eure and family;
to Jonas Greene and Estelle Harrell
Greene; to Dempsey S. Harrell and
Rosa Harrell; honoring the Rev. J.

M. Roberts and the Rev. R. E. Brittle;

given by Joseph S. Umphlette and
Stella B. Umphlett; given by Mr. and
Mrs. Ernest R. Smith and family;
round window over front door given
for Tazwell A. Eure to his parents.
Henry A. Eure and Adminta S. Eure.

The subject of the circle picture
window is "Ascension," which shows
a picture of Christ with outstretched
arms welcoming all who pass by to
Vv'orship in His house. It was given
for Tazwell A. Eure in honor of his

parents. The official turning on of
the flood lights was done by little

Tazwell Eure, who was named for
Ills grandfather, donor of the window.
The light in the window will burn
nightly from now on.

Memorial pews: To Ada and Mar-
shall Howell; Mary Parker Stuart for
her mother; to Walter J. Felton and
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Katherine H. Felton; to Oscar and

Mae Eure; to Tazwell A. Eure by

Lymen Cowper; to Samuel J. Felton,

Nancy Eure Felton and Lucy Parker
Felton; to Albert T. Howell and
Annie C. Howell; honoring Mills and
Ivey Turner

;
by Homer Eure honoring

his father; honoring Mr. and Mrs.
James Henry Lilley by their son, H.
E. Lilley; given by Elijah Harrell,

given by Mr. and Mrs. J. Robert
Howell and family; given by the Gor-
don Eure family; given by Linwood
and Zoe Askew; given by the R. E.

Eure family; given by Rountree and
Hofler.

Miscellaneous gifts: Two brass

collection plates honoring Mrs. Venie

Eure Johnson; two brass collection

plates honoring Nicholas Knight;

two brass candelholders and candle

lighter by the Artz family; pulpit

Bible by Juniors of the church; yard

lamp and wiring by Sam Greene; front

light by J. H. Rhodes; three outside

entrance lights by the Cleetise Bris-

coe family; two chairs by Mr. and
Mrs. Woodie N. Eure; two chairs by
Mr. and Mrs. M. C. Benton; two
chairs by Mrs. Lucie R. Harrell; one

chair by Mrs. J. W. Brown; Dossal

Header in memory of Wilbur L. Eure;

Dossal curtain and pulpit covers by
women of the church; pulpit stand

by church honoring the building

committee; Lectern by Ladies Aid
Society honoring the Rev. R. E. Brit-

tle; vestibule table by Welsford Artz;

one hymn board by Pilgrim Fellow-

ship; one hymn board by Edward
S. Eure; table by Southern Desk
Company; church organ by Sunday
School; refrigerator by L. E. Par-

ker; vacuum cleaner by Floyd E.

Williams; electric range by the Artz
family; gifts on carpet, Lum D. Euro,

Edward L. Eure, Mrs. Mary F. Eure
and Woodie N. Eure and family.

Following the dedicatory service,

Cecil Smith rendered a solo accom-
panied at the organ by Miss Brenda
Howell. The Rev. Brittle then brought
the message, "God's Remembrance of

Us."

Ushers were Lankford Eure, Lut-
her Eure, Delton Felton, Leslie Fel-

ton, Noah Felton and I^eslie Stallings.

In GATES County Index

Richmond Doctors

Study Enzymes
Richmond's family doctors will

gather Tues. evening Sept. 18, to study
the effects of enzymes on the human
body, and how they may be used to

alleviate illness and suffering.

Dr. Reuben F. Simms, program
chairman of the Richmond Chapter,
American Academy of General Prac-
tice, said the September postgraduate
education session of the organization

would be devoted to the mysterious
catalysts which are known to set

many body functions in motion.

"Researchers have recently dis-

covered that such diseases as galac-

tosemia (in which infants are allergic

to milk) and the killing effects of

wartime nerve gases are due to

enzymes or the lack of them, and the

entire field is of growing importance
m the world of medicine," he said.

However, it is not these very recent

discoveries which will absorb the

doctors this week, he pointed out.

Rather, they will concentrate on anti

inflammatory effects of the enzyme
trypsin, which has been in use for

about three years.

The auditorium of the Richmond
Academy of Medicine at 12th and
Clay Sts. will be the site of the meet-
ing, which is set to begin at 8:30

p. m. after most doctors have con-

cluded their after-dinner office hours.

A color film titled "Clinical Enzym-
ology" v/hich uses animated cartoons

to illustrate theories of trypsin's

action will open the program. Three
physicians who have had extensive

experience with the enzyme will then
I'evicw its capabilities and limitations

in medical practice in a panel dis-

cuf'.sion moderated by Dr. Harvey B.

Haag, professor of Pharmacology at

the Medical College of Virginia.

Members of the panel will be Dr.

A. Lee Lichtman, professor of surgery

at New York Polyclinic Medical

School and Hospital; Dr. Kenneth G.

Moser of District of Columbia Hos-
pital in Washington, and Dr. George
Ptitchie, general practitioner in Rich-

mond.

The word penny, when it refers to

one-hundredth part of a dollar, i s

mcorrect. Penny is one-twelfth of the

English shilling, and has no relation

to the monetary system of the United
States.
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Report On National Council

Of Pilgrim Fellowship
DOANE COLLEGE — CRETE, NEBRASKA

Faye Gordon

Never in my life has an experience of Christian living through worship,

study, recreation, fun, and fellowship been so greatly and deeply meaningful
as that of the tenth National Council of Pilgrim Fellowship at Doane College

in Crete, Nebraska, June 28-July 5, 1958. Some 300 young people from 40

Pilgrim Fellowship Conferences and Conventions in the United States,

Puerto Rico and Hawaii met to develop a greater national emphasis and to

create a fellowship of sharing and learning to help us all become better

Christians. As our theme "In Daring Expectation" became more real to us,

we realized the purpose of such a wonderful opportunity. National Council

meets every two years in order to plan the programs for Pilgrim Fellowship
groups in our nation. This meeting was to deveioD a program for use on the

state level and in local groups for the years 1957-1959.

The council delegates were divided

into three commissions of Faith,

Action, Fellowship; and a workshop
in Junior High Training. In these

groups were many ideas and discuss-

ions through which we all received a

better picture of how wide our fellow-

ship really is. In the business meet-
ings we elected new officers, made
resolutions, and adopted new pro-

grams.

Through recreation and in talking

to others, the North really got to

meet the South, discovering the only

differences we have are in our
accents. By having young people from
outside the U. S., much of spirit and
fellowship was added to the whole
conference. Inspirational leadership

was given to all by the guest speakers

and adult advisors.

A few of the decisions made were:
to accept Northern California's "How-
book" as our National handbook; to

help promote Youth magazine, pub-

lished by the E and R's; to exercise

a greater concern for inter-racial

understanding; and to merge with

the Evangelical and Reformed Youth.

The council could not have been
a success without the Nebraska Stew-
ards who participated as waiters,

muscle men, handymen, and Jacks-

and-Jills-of-All-Trades.

After breakfast Chapel was held

every morning, centered around the

Epistle of Paul to the Philippians.

This and morning watch were led by
Rev. Edward Powers and Rev. Robert
Knowles from Boston, Massachusetts,
who are both on the staff of the
Division of Christian Education. Ed
Powers is the Secretary of Young
Peoples' Work and has agreed to be
the guest speaker at the Spring rallies

of the Southern Convention Youth
Fellowship. Bob Knowles is the Sec-

retary of Junior High Work. His
leadership in morning watch was very
effective and inspirational. The quiet-

ness of the hour filled all of our
hearts and made God seem very close.

Vespers were held after the supper
hour, followed by our evening pro-

grams. The day was closed with a

friendship circle under the stars.

National Pilgrim Fellowship is

divided into 12 regions. These regions

met and discussed their purpose and
program. Regional representatives

were elected to attend the next

National Council. Judy Johnson from
Florida and Tony Stanley from North
Carolina will represent the Southern
Region.

An explanation of the Internation-

al Congregational Council was given

by a young seminary student repre-

senting Ireland in the I. C. C. He
emphasized world fellowship.

Before lights out there were small

loom meetings each night, which
added a special significance to each
day. These consisted of singing,

scriptures, prayer, and discussions.

The council was very fortunate in

having Bishop Rodriguez to tell about

Philippines and the help they need.

Also Mr. Ndabaningi Sithole from
Africa showed his great concern for

world-wide fellowship. "In Christ all

are one living body. God is our Father,

Christ is our Savior, and man our

brother."

On Sunday Sam Larson, President

of the National Council, preached at

the First Congregational Church in

Crete for the council, using our theme
"In Daring Expectation" and present-

ing guideposts to Pilgrim Fellowship

success: "P. F. can help to make the

youth of our church the salt of the

earth, the hope of the world."

No such meeting could have been

a success without music and song

since music is a spiritual expression

of our souls and is one of God's many
ways of communication with us. The
choir inspired everyone when they

sang so beautifully the Hallelujah

Chorus. The final chapel service and

the installation of officers were com-

bined into a dedication service.

In all there was such a reality of

v/orld fellowship! There was a deeper

meaning, especially at the Friendship

Circles. The excitement and responsi-

bility of being a part of the beginning

plans for the union of the Pilgrim

Fellowship and Evangelical and Re^

formed Youth was felt by everyone.

1 only hope that we may strengthen

and present these wonderful ideas to

our local groups.

Date
September 30
September 30
October 7

October 14

October 21

Time
2:30 P.M.

10:00 A.M.
3:00 P.M.
2:30 P.M.

2:30 P.M.

Conference Place President

Western N. C. Spoon's Chapel Leon Lamb
Virginia Valley Winchester KayKagey
E. Virginia Liberty Spring Carolyn Overby

N. C. & Va. Beverly Hills Louise Wilkins

E. N. C. Bob Measamer

FALL RALLIES
Ruth Dunn

Fall rallies of Pilgrim Fellowship
(except the Valley) wil feature the

delegates who attended the National
Council of Pilgrim Fellowship at

Doane College during the summer.
Discussion groups will be held on
Christian Faith, Action, and Fellow-

ship, and Junior High work, and
reports of the National Council will

be made by Miss Faye Gordon, South-
ern Convention president, Mr. A. C.

Penny, Ea. N. C. Action Chairman

Miss Carolyn Overby, Eastern Vir-

ginia president, and Mr. Billy John-

son, vice president in Western North
Carolina.

All our young people are urged to

attend the meeting of their confer-

ence. In the Valley the young people

begin with the Sunday school, attend

church, enjoy a picnic dinner, and
then enter into discussion of the

three Commissions of Faith, Action,

and Fellowship under the supervision

of Miss Winnie Whitlock of Winches-

ter.
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Mrs. Foss To Speak

At Women's Conferences

Active in local, state and national

Congregational Christian circles Mrs.

F. Cushing Foss of Edgewood, Rhode
Island, will speak at our three Wom-
en's Conferences; October 2 — North
Carolina — Reidsville; October 4 —
Eastern Virginia — Holland; October
5 — Valley Virginia — New Hope.

Deeply concerned with the World
program of the Christian Church,
Mrs. Foss is a member of the Ad-
ministrative and Finance Committee
of the Christian World Mission Com-
mittee in Rhode Island of the Con-
gregation Christian Conference. She
is a member of the Executive Com-
mittee of the Fellowship of Congre-
gational Women in Rhode Island, of

which she was president for two
terms, and also Chairman of Christian

World Missions, including the World
Day of Prayer, of the United Church
Women of Rhode Island.

Other interdenominational activities

include the vice presidency of the

Greater Providence Council of Church
Women and program chairman for

Missionary Education for the School
of Religion of the Rhode Island

Council of Churches.

On the national scene Mrs. Foss
has served as alternate to the presi-

dent of the National Fellowship of

Congregational Christian Women and
thereby acted as a member of the
Ad Interim Committee of the Missions
Council of Congregational Christian
Churches. She is currently national
chairman of the Woman's Gift and
member of the Executive Committee
of the National Fellowship.

Mrs. Foss is a member of the Nomi-
nating Committee of the General
Council of Congregational Christian
Churches as well as a corporate mem-
ber of the American Board of Com-
missioners for Foreign Missions and
of the Board of Home Missions.

A leader in the activities of the
Eastern Regional Meetings, Mrs. Foss
served as Chairman for the 1955
meeting in Concord, New Hampshire.

In 1954 Mrs. Foss attended the
Second Assembly of the World
Council of Churches at Evanston,
Illinois, as an accredited visitor, and
the next year the Conference on
Women in the Church in Wisconsin.
Earlier she had attended the Sixth
International Congregational Council
meeting in Wellesley.

Mrs. Foss' interests have not been

absorbed entirely by church work for

she was Vice President of the Elrrl-

v/ood Women's Club of Providence
and of the Edgewood Garden Club.

She served for a time aS a member
of the Board of Director's of the

Providence Y. W. C. A. and Was active

m the local arid state P. T. A. work
until some of her wider church activi-

ties made it necessary for her to re-

linquish some of her other responsi-

bilities.

A member of Benificent Congregat-
ional Church, known as "Round Top"
in Providence, Rhode Island, Mrs.
Foss is Director of Social Life and
a member of the Board of Directors,

as well as of the Executive Board
of the Women's Guild in this Church.
Born and raised in Rhode Island,

Ruth Welch Foss is a graduate of

Wellesley College. Her husband is a
businessman in Providence and she

has a teen age son and a married
daughter.

Christian World
Relations

TO BE STUDIED BY UNITED
CHURCH WOMEN

September 26th will be a RED
LETTER DAY for all women who
are interested in learning how to make
our relations with each other more
Christian throughout the world!

The Greensboro Council of United
Church Women will be hostess at

the First Christian Church, 1900
West Market Street, and you are

urged to come and bring your car
full of women to share in an interest-

ing and worthwhile day.

Dr. Guion Johnson, of Chapel Hill,

Chairman of Christian World Relat-

ions for United Church Women, is

arranging a program with foreign
students, panels, discussion groups,
etc., all designed to wake us up and
make us think of our role in world
affairs today. Aren't you interested
to see how she does it? Come, and
bring all your church women.
Each person is asked to bring a

light lunch, and the hostess Council
will serve coffee. Registration begins
at 9:30 A. M., the program begins
at 10:00 and lunch will be spread at

12:30. We will close promptly at 2:30
P. M.

DEMDROIM WOMEN
ACHIEVE GOALS

Mrs. Fields W. Cobb, secretary

The activities of the Dendron Wom-
an's Missionary Society have been
many and varied. Mrs. Edward Bresko
of Petersburg presented a Christmas
v/orship service including the showing
of her pictures which were taken
wlien abroad last summer.
An attractive Christmas Party was

held in the home of Mrs. Garland
Spratley with a program of the
Christmas story being told in music
and poetry.

Mrs. Frederick Huber of Dendron
and Mrs. Albert Gregory of Elizabeth
City gave the book review, the Rev.
Woodrow Laine of Suffolk gave the
Bible study.

Christian Family Week was ob-
served witli a covered dish supper
with the local Council of Church
Women on May Fellowship Day.
What more can we say? We have

achieved all of the Achievement Goals
set for us by the Women's Fellow-
ship of the Southern Convention.

FELLOWSHIP ORGANIZED AT
HOPE MILLS

Doris West, Secretary

The Women's Fellowship of the
Hope Mills Church was organized on
May 29 with Miss Mary Herring as
president and Mrs. Rachel Wallace,
program chairman.
We are doing fine and are looking

forward to the new year with lots

of enthusiasm.

LIBERTY SPRINGS REPORTS
GOOD YEAR

Mrs. J. Edward Harrell, Jr.

Our Women's Fellowship of Liberty
Spring Christian Church has had a
good year together. For the past two
years we have been blessed with a
leader who is dedicated to the task
of Christian Service in our church
life.

Mrs. Alfred Hart Ellis, (Sara Mae),
has given us a living example of
Paul's words: "Faith without works
is dead". She has inspired us and
challenged us to "cultivate the spirit

of Christ in every area of human
life."

Our Friendly Service project has
given us an opportunity to serve by
contributing one dozen men's pajamas
to the Flint-Goodridge Hospital, a
project in which each member had a
share.

We look forward to the future and
its opportunities for further service in

His name.
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What Is The Purpose—
Knowledge About God, Or Saving Faith

REV. LORING D. CHASE
Still with us, is the problem of

transmitting the Christian religion

Irom one generation to another in

such a way that it may be received as

a living experience, and not as an
embalmed corpse in a gilded coffin.

The coming church in which our boys
<H,nd girls will be members must be
made up of something more than
dilletantes, sermon-tasters, and relig-

ious snobs if it is to be a living church.

And yet again and again God has
seen the materials of religion corrupt-

ed, good works spoiled in the doing,

and the letter killing those things

which in the spirit ought to have life.

Again and again an age of faith has

been succeeded by an age of skeptic-

ism and superficiality. We know this,

but how shall we keep the dreary

cycle from taking another turn?
In saying this I don't want to give

the impression that I regard the

present time as a golden age in Chris-

tian history. But on the other hand,

I believe that this is a time that

is full of possibilities, and with you,

I'd like to see the best of these pos-

sibilities realized in my children and
in yours.

If this is to come about, then it

isn't enough for us or for our chil-

dren to "know about" God, and to be

"well informed", religiously speaking.

It's not enough to have children or

adults say, "this is interesting",

although they must be interested; or

to have them say, "this is part of

our cultural background", although

they must realize that the Christian

faith is part of their heritage. Neither

ir it enough for people to say "why,
this is beautiful," although there is

much beauty in all the expressions of

our faith and that beauty ought to

be appreciated and enjoyed.

If in the church's outreach to

people — grownups and children alike

— it does not gain some deeper ap
prehension than can come from
curiosity, or from pleasure at being

entertained, or from a wi.sh to please

others, then the church has failed.

And I sometimes think that for the

church to gain a luke-warm reception

tor its peripheral virtues is a worse
failure than the arousing of a pas-

sionate rejection.

The difference between "knowing
about" and having a "saving know-
ledge", a "saving faith," is the dif-

ference between studying electricity

and tapping a live wire. It's all verv
well to know that "the current
strength of a circuit varies directlv

with the electromotive force and
inverselv with the resistance", but
that information by itself won't light

any lamps or spin any armatures.

The difference between "knowing
about" and having "saving know-
ledge" is the difference between
studying physiology and enjoying
good health, the difference between
reading books about child care and
the dynamic involvement in raising

a family.

One approach by which we try to

lead our children and our friends to

what Paul called having "Christ dw^ll

in your hearts through faith" is by
pointing to the experience of others.

We point to the faith of Abraham,
to the courage of Moses, to the wis-

dom of the sages, to the social passion

of the prophets, to the self-sacrificing

humility of Christ, and to the pioneer-

ing of Paul. . . or if we move to

our own time we speak of God re-

vealing himself through such spirit-

ual giants as Grenfell, Kagawa and
Schweitzer. But this is not enough.

Lives of great men may all remind

us we can make our lives sublime,

but if we are satisfied with indulging

ourselves under a palm tree all day
we won't care whether we leave

behind us footprints on the sands

of time or not.

We are all too ready to unload upon
children adult concepts which haven't

been grown into yet. We try to

awaken by our words a loving response

toward a God who is only vaguely

conceived, when what is needed is

the side-by-side development of the

concept of God, together with the

ability to love in a genuinely out-

going way. And these two go to-

gether. "God is love", says the New
Testament, and when the child can

i-eceivc and give love, he is growing
religiously as well as emotionally.

But if a child grows up deprived of

love and afraid to give love, the very

concept of God, the loving Father,

becomes filled with the same shadows
that haunt his other relationships —
particularly and specifically the re-

lationships between the child and his

parents, and God becomes another

threat, conscience becomes twisted,

and morality is laced with fear and
hatred instead of with compassion

and respect, regardless of the words

that we use and have repeated after

us.

So the basic condition of the trans-

feral of religious knowledge — of

traditions learned and of facts

mastered into the power to live well

and the ability to give and receive

love — this condition is in the basic

relationships in which a child is

engaged: — with his parents, with
his brothers and sisters, with his

teachers and with his peers — his

playmates — at school and at church.
If the channels of acceptance are
open in these relationships, then in

the child's immediate experience

there can be what theologians call

"saving knowledge, saving faith."

True, the chance of childhood may
be missed, and the child may grow
through adolescence into adulthood
not able easily to give or receive true

affection, and perhaps demanding
attention and acclaim in place of the

love he has not recognized, perhaps
demanding things because things are

the only guarantee of security he has
known in the absence of love. But
the great emptiness is there, the

terrible need is felt, and adults reach
a crisis in which they confront again
the demands and the promises of the

church. And here they must learn as

adults what they should have learned

as children — how to give and receive

love, how to trust in their primary
human relationships. What else did

Jesus mean when he called a child

to his side and said to the adults

looking on, "Truly I say to you,

unless you turn and become like chil-

dren you will never enter the king-

dom of heaven."

Within the church we have more
than one chance, because the fellow-

ship of the church is wide in the

span of ages that it encompasses,
and deep in its reach toward the

source of all love and security. And
as the children soon come thronging
down the aisles you must realize that

this fellowship is one fellowship, and
that it is real and vital from the

youngest child to the oldest great

grandparent, and that it extends from
child to child, from grownup to

grownup, from grownup to child and
from child to grownup. It is in this

fellowship and particularly within the

families encompassed and upheld by
this fellowship that the channels of

true love are opened — and I don't

mean this as a sentimental phrase,
— and that the form of religion is

found to be full of power.

Excerpts from a sermon by Mr.

Chase who is a brother of Mrs. Carl

Key of Durham, North Carolina.
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Student Counseling At Elon
College Is More Than Books

Professor C. G. Latham

I should like to define counseling,

to review the formal program at Elon,

to look at the need here for counsel-

ing, and to make some recommend-
ations.

Let us think of counseling as the

professional service given to help

Johnny see through himself so that

Johnny may see himself through.

Somewhat more formally, counseling

is assisting a client, first, to learn

enough about himself to plan an in-

telligent attack on his current, felt

problem, and, second, as a result of

greater knowledge of self and method,

to know how to approach more in-

telligently any future problems.

Counseling is commonly in four

areas: vocational, educational, person-

al, and social. We may ask, "What of

the moral and the religious?" The
moral is made to fit under the person-

al. The religious is left to the special-

ists in religion — the clergy.

Elon has the beginnings of a good
organizational set-up for counseling.

A series of tests is given to entering

students. A group of freshmen are

assigned on the basis of their edu-

cational or vocational interest to each

faculty member for such counseling

as these freshmen feel they need.

During the student's remaining three

j'ears at Elon, he may continue under
the same advisor, or, with a change
in interests, he may change to another

advisor.

The testing program consists of

English and mathematics placement
tests, psychological examination, per-

sonality test, interests and activities

inventory, and physical examination.

Scores or results on these are avail-

able in or through the dean's office.

Each faculty member is urged to

make use of this data in preparing
himself to counsel an advisee or any
ether student.

The suggested minimum work with
one's advisees has been, first, to meet
them in a group on Tuesday at 3 to

get acquainted, instruct them about
the scheduling of courses, and urge
them to come around whenever they
think they want counsel; secondly,

to confer individually with the failing

and borderline ones at mid-term to

help them re-orient themselves; and,

thirdly, before each quarter during
the freshman year, to approve their

selection of courses.

Each faculty member is expected

to make himself available to students

for whatever counseling he believes

he can provide.

The problems of students vary in

nature and severity. They ask such

questions as these: Why, despite a

good IQ, do I hate math?Why am I

afraid of girls? What makes me feel

that I just float off from me and
am someone else? If I don't have
epilepsy,, then why do I black out?
Why did I take that money when I

knew even at the time that I shouldn't

do so? Should I do my graduate work
at Florida State University, William
and Mary, or the University of South
Carolina? What makes me afraid that

I'm going to jump out a window?
The questions and the behavior of

snme students show that they have
real problems. To help some of these

students, one needs merely to refer

them to certain college catalogs. To
help others, one needs to think in

terms of the Yale group's frustration

aggression hypothesis. To help still

otliers, one needs to call on a thorough
going knowledge of psychoanalysis

or psychiatry and a consummate skill

in psychotherapy.
What can be done about all this?

In order that we may better serve

the students who need counseling,

four steps seem advisable. First, each
faculty member should give two kinds

of educational guidance to students in

his own classes, namely, how to study

and, for the failing and borderline

student, how to re-orient himself.

At the beginning of each quarter,

every faculty member should point

out the most effective methods of

study for his particular course and
help his students develop skill in

using them. Futhermore, with changes
in the nature of the material or skill

under consideration, there should be

pointed out what other learning tech-

niques may be more effective.

Each faculty member should

counsel the failing and borderline

students in his own classes well before

ihe middle of the quarter. Good
])ieparation for this is to study the

data on each student in one's classes

which are on file in the dean's office.

Personal data, high-school records,

college records — all of these are

meaningful. One will find much to

interest and enlighten him by study-

ing the performance of the students

in his classes on the psychological

examination and the personality test.

The second recommendation is to

make greater use of the personality

test for both diagnosis and prognosis.

It is very easy to forget that the

problem student is a student with a

problem. It is very easy to see only

the surface manifestations and to fail

to find the deeply underlying causes
of such manifestations, or symptoms.
That being so, it frequently happens
that "treatment" is concerned with
the symptom rather than the cause.

Inappropriate behavior of any kind
that persists is very likely to be at-

tributable to emotional maladjust-
ment. The student often knows what
he should do, but he is such a crazy,

mixed-up kid emotionally that it is

impossible for him to do the right
thing.

The third recommendation is that
vocational counseling be given. Vo-
cational counseling will enable a
student to select somewhat more
wisely an occupation for which he is

suited. Furthermore, it will serve as
a wedge to open for the student any
need of his for educational, personal,
and social counseling.

All faculty members have an ex-

tremely important function in a
vocational guidance program. In
their classes, they should point out
the vocational opportunities in their

subject-matter field. What jobs,

besides teaching, are available to the
major in history, French, drama,
physical education? What jobs are
there for the person who has an all

consuming interest in creative writ-

mg, economics, painting, physical
anthropology, music, 17th century
English poetry, statistics?

The fourth recommendation is that
Elon College have a trained, expre-
ienced counselor, on either a full-time

or a part-time basis, who has no
evaluative or disciplinary authority.

Such a person should have a good
background in psychiatry. But psy-

chiatry frequently merely helps a
client to effect a degradation of his

values so that he can live comfortably
v/ith his worst self. Psychiatry fre-

quently fails to substitute a set of

wholesome values the individual can
accept. For that reason, psychiatry

must, in many cases, work hand in

iiand with religion. Probably for Elon
the ideal counselor would be an or-

dained minister who has been trained

in psychiatry or a psychiatrist who
rias had training for the ministry.

The need among the students exists.

Their need is a challenge to us. Are
we going to accept it?
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The Great Invitation

Background Scripture: Mark 10:13-16; Revelation 3:20; 21:1-22:21

Devotional Reading: Isaiah 55

Memory Selection: And the Spirit and the bride say, Come . . . and let him that
is athirst come, and whosoever will, let him take of the water of life

freely. Revelation 22:17.

THE GLORIOUS CHURCH
An elderly Negro minister once

said at the beginning of his sermon

that he w^as "going to define the

indefinable, and unscrew the inscrut-

able". Attempting to interpret some
portions of Revelation is like that.

John was trying to describe in literal

words. He does the next best thing:

he employs physical objects to

represent spiritual realities. Thus he
writes about a city 1500 miles long

and 1500 miles wide, and of all things

1500 miles high! ! ! Its walls are of

precious stones, its gates are of pearl,

its streets are of gold. Through its

streets there flows a river of crystal

pure water. On either side of this

stream there were trees of life,

bearing twelve kinds of fruit, one for

each month of the year, and the

leaves of these trees had curative

and medicinal value — they were for

the healing of the nations. Gates
opened, and were kept open, on every
side. There was no night or darkness.

And strangely enough there was no
temple in this glorious city! So real

v/as the presence of God and His
Son Jesus Christ that no visible place

of worship was needed. To this city

the rulers of the nations brought their

glory and honor, and in it there was
nothing unclean or defiling.

Although all this has been taken
as a symbol of the New Jerusalem,

of Jerusalem the Golden, of the Holy
City, of the place called heaven, John
was really recording a vision of the

Church on earth; he is concerned not

so much with a place, as with people.

The Church he describes is an ideal

Church. It now exists, but its full

and final splendor will appear only in

an age to come. This City, already
founded and now being built, will

form the central glory of the new
heaven and the new earth. This
glorious city of the future is an ideal

for the present. This is the Church
which Paul says Christ purchased
with His own precious blood, that He
might present it to himself "a glorious

Church, not having spot or wrinkle,

or any such thing, but that it should

be holy and without blemish."
(Ephesians 5:27)

SERVICE
"And His servant shall serve him."

We shall not rest forever in idleness.

That would not be heaven at all for
many people if indeed for any person.

But we shall serve. There will be the
glory and the thrill of free service

to God and to our fellowmen. We shall

go on learning and growing and
serving and loving. There will be no
limitations of the flesh. There will

be liberty of the spirit, the power to

do what we ought to do.

WORSHIP
It is no wonder that when John

saw this vision of the Holy City, the

New Jerusalem, the Church of Christ,

that he was overcome with emotion,
and fell on his knees and started

to worship the angel who had showed
him these things. But he was quickly

and gently told that he must not
worship the angel. He was to "WOR-
SHIP GOD." These words should be
written large above the entrance to

every Church and over the altar or

at the front of the Church. People
still speak of "preaching services".

People go to church in all moods and
from all motives and with all kinds of

ideas in mind. But the central and
controlling factor in a Christian

service is the worship of God. The
service of worship should be planned
and presented in such a way that

people will be brought into the pres-

ence of God, so that they might see

Him high and lifted up, so that they
might fall down and worship Him.
Here in this culminating and crown-
ing book of the New Testament, is

SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON

SEPTEMBER 30, 1956

By Rev. H. S. Hardcastle, D.D.

Pastor of Berea and Oakland

Congregational Christian

Churches, Chuckatuck, Va.

the same emphasis which was sounded
forth in the original Ten Rules for

Living — "Thou shalt worship the
Lord thy God and Him only shall

1hon serve", a paranhrase of the
First Commandment "Thou shalt have
no other frods before me." Our
modern world needs to recover the
centralitv of worship and learn how
to worship.

THE GRf^AT INVITATION
"And the Snirit and bride say.

Come. And let him that heareth say,

Come. And let him that is athirst

come. And whosoever will, let him
take of the water of life freelv." Here
at the end of the Bible stands God's
gracious invitation to all those who
arc athirst, to come and drink of

the water of life freely. Water is one
of the necessities of life. One can
live a long time without food, but he
cannot live very long without water
And perhaps there is no worse thing
than for a man to die of thirst. There
are many substitutes for water. There
are many ways of allaying one's

thirst. But after all, there is nothing
that quite satisfies real thirst like

pure, cool water, or even water that is

not cool.

And here is God's gracious invita-

tion to man to come and find satis-

faction for the deepest instinct of his

soul.. And to have it without money
and without price. It cannot be
bought; it can only be accepted as a
gift.

It is significant that not only the
Spirit, but the Bride, say Come. For
the Bride referred to here is the
Church. Here is summed up the
mission of the Church. She is to offer

men and women the living water.
She is to make available to people,

the "wells of salvation", that which
brings life and life more abundant to

weary and weak and wayward sons
and daughters of God. The unifying
force in her program, and the only
justification of her existence is just

this — to offer the "V/ater of Life"
to a thirsty world. Through her
ministry, men and women ought to

find life and find it more abundantly.

THE BENEDICTION
The last words of the Bible are

a gracious benediction. "The grace of
our Lord Jesus Christ be with you
ail. Amen" One is reminded that when
Christ was parted from His disciples

at the Ascension, He "blessed them.'"

The Bible opens with a curse on man
because of his disobedience. It closes,

v/ith a benediction on man because of
his redemption in Christ.
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Elon College Begins New Year
L. E. SMITH, PRESIDENT

Faculty orientation has been practiced at Elon for the past five years. All

members of the faculty meet before the students arrive to get acquainted, and
to get a look at the total program of the college. Each instructor gets to

know what the others are doing, and sees his share as part of the impact to

be made on the students. This helps to make the faculty a team that works
together, each carrying his own responsibility.

The orientation meeting this year

began at eight o'clock, Monday
morning, September 3, in the presi-

dent's office. Thirty-eight members of

the faculty for last year were present,

four replacements and eight addition-

al new members were with us, making
a total of 50 members present. Two
of the athletic coaches were not

present. They were busy with their

teams. Since this meeting two new
instructors have been added. These
additions this year were necessary

because of the increased enrollment

of students.

It appears that the enrollment this

year will reach 1,250 or perhaps 1,300.

Quite a number of these are special

students carrying only i to 7;. cur-

ficulum requirements. The increase is

in both the day school and the

evening school, the greater increase

being in the latter.

The campus is still torn up and
badly in need of landscaping. This,

however, must be delayed until the

renovation of West Dormitory is com-
pleted, and the new dormitory for

boys is constructed.

The past few days have certainly

been crowded with activities and re-

sponsibilities. This promises to be the

best year in the history of the col-

lege. Faculty and students seem to be
inspired and optimistic.

I am sure that all churches in our
Convention are delighted with what
is happening on our campus. You are

invited to visit the college and be our
guests when it is convenient for you
to come.

APPORTIOISIMENT GIVING
September 10, 1956

If you could pay a visit to Elon
College and see the extent and quality

of additions and repairs to physical

equipment of the school, also meet
the faculty and students, you would
be convinced of the financial needs
of the college as provided for by the

Convention and that this matter is

immediate.
Contributions for the college on

conference apportionment have ev-

teeded to date contributions in any
previous year for this purpose. We

are encouraged to feel that the entire

$35,000 00 apportioned to our church-
es will be more nearly met this year
tbfin in any previous year.

Our churches, of course, realize the
extreme necessity of support for the
college during its program of ex-

pansion. I am sure they will respond
quickly and generously.

Previously Reported: $15,227.21

Eastern North Carolina
Conference:

Hope Mills _ .<p 14.94
Raleigh 79.20

Eastern Virginia

Conference:

Shelton Memorial 2.00

North Carolina and
Virginia Conference:
A])ple's Chapel 25.00

Concord 37.50
Greensboro, First 52.62
Salem Chapel 50.00
Western North Carolina
Conference:

Albemarle 28.00
Flint Hill (R) 20.00
Needham's Grove 21.00
Seagrove 14.00
Virginia Valley
Conference:

Bethel 16.25
Mt. Olivet (G) 5.00

Winchester 10.00

TOTAL: $ 375.00
GRAND TOTAL: $15,602.72

Hurricane Hazel

Stai Hurting Haiti

Last year's Hurricane Hazel con-
tinues to claim its toll of lives on
the island republic of Haiti. So
reports the Rev. Ellis Todd of Plain-
view, West Texas, a supervisor of

the Christian Rural Overseas Pro-
gram.
The Rev. Mr. Todd has just

returned from a survey of relief

in Haiti.

One direct result of his survey was
the immediate shipment of food to

an isolated mountain village in

Neuvelle Touraine. Mr. Todd and his

])arty discovered the village during
an eight-hour march into the interior

and found its inhabitants near starv-

ation. "The older people were so weak
they could hardly walk and the
bodies of the little children were
swollen so badly that the skin on
their legs and arms seemed ready to

burst," reports Mr. Todd. The village

had been virtually destroyed during
last year's hurricane, while this year's
drought eliminated its crop. Food has
been sent to this area from ship-

ments of Church World Service and
CROP.

Mr. Todd was assisted in his survey
by the Rev. Alain Rocourt, Haitian
Methodist leader. Together they
observed relief distribution centers
and methods of church and voluntary
agencies. Mr. Todd helped distribute
rice and beans, shipped by Church
World Service from available U. S.

surplus stocks, in Petit Goave.

In several areas the Texas relief

representative saw the harvesting of
rice, maize and vegetables, made
possible by seed sent to Haiti by
CROP early this year. Mr. Todd states
that the aftermath of last year's
Hurricane Hazel was far worse than
he had anticipated. One city had 97%
of its homes destroyed and recon-
struction has barely begun.

"Aid of our churches through
Church World Service and CROP
must continue," says the Rev. Mr.
Todd. "Clothing is desperately needed
for the cold damp months ahead,
particularly in the mountain areas.
These same mountain areas require
continued shipments of food since
there was disastrous crop failure this
year due to lack of rain. The republic
of Haiti is doing much to help itself.

However, it faces twin problems of
natural disaster and overpopulation.
This proud and promising nation will

continue to welcome our help, partic-
ularly as this help comes from indi-

vidual American citizens through
their churches. Never in my life have
I heard so many personal expressions
of gratitude, many dozens of people
stating that their lives had literally

been spared through food and cloth-

ing sent to them through the Chris-
tian Rur-al Overseas Program and
Church World Service."

A sergeant was explaining some im-
portant points to a squad of recruits
on the rifle range. "This type of bullet
will penetrate two feet of solid wood,"
he said. "So remember to keep your
heads down."
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AT * jjl •
"I TT TVT TT was not her real home, and that she

J^lttle Lrirl rlaS JNeW Home Hked this home so much better. "I

J ^ T didn't have a real home," she said,

Invest In V^illiClren whereupon she was beautifully told

iz-kiiM -rr>.ii-r-r c x • x- r>. l.
that Jesus loves little children andJOHN G. TRUITT, Supt., Christian Orphanage +i + u +u u u- u u a' a ti-at he, through his church and many

Golden Anniversary gifts are way around into the hearts of many friends, had provided this home, this

coming in. We are so grateful for good and true friends. Talking with good home, for her. A little girl,

every such gift. They are invest- her housemother this morning she bright as a dime, is on her way,
ments.They purchase help for the told her that where she was before thanks to the church and you.

care of needy children. Poured into —
the stream that builds the good life REPORT FOR SEPTEMBER 12, 1956
of an individual child they possess a SUNDAY SCHOOLS MONTHLY OFFERINGS
potential which is beyond calculation. Amount brought forward $13,318.39
Some "giving" is giving, while some Eastern North Carolina Conference
"giving" is investing. Hope Mills . .$15.00 $ 15.00
There are some people who realize

this so well that they give large sums Eastern Virginia Conference

of money to permanently help child
Bethlehem (Nans.), S.S. 35.22

caring homes. One day some person Christian Temple 20.00

will read a line in such an article Portsmouth, Shelton Memorial 1-25 56.47

as this and will decide to lay up in Carolina and Virginia Conference
store a large sum of money to build Apple's Chapel 15 00
good lives out of little children who Concord 22 00
iiave been left homeless and helpless. Greensboro First 56 21
The words of Jesus when he said,

g^j^^^^ Chapel
'

27;00 120.21
Lay not up for yourselves treasures

^

upon earth, where moth and rust doth Western North Carolina Conference
corrupt, and where thieves break Albemarle 18.00
through and steal; but lay up for Fhnt Hill (R) 10.00
yourselves treasures in heaven, where Needham's Grove 18.00
neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, Seagrove 12.50
and where thieves do not break zjon 30.00 88.50
through nor steal; for where your
treasure is there will your heart be Virginia Valley Conference

also", these words, I say, will come Bethel, S.S. 16.00

alive in their minds and they will Mt. Olivet (G), S.S 5.00

truly invest in the lives of little chil- Winchester, S.S 10.00 31.00

dren.

Sheila Beaman is only five but she Total $ 311.18

told her house mother this morning Grand Total $13,629.57

that she loved this home. Sheila come SPECIAL OFFERINGS
here September 5. I went to the Baby Amount brought forward $22,081.75
Home the next morning to see how Mr. and Mrs. D. M. McLelland, Elon College, N. C $ 10.00
the bright little girl was doing. It Mrs. George B Vick and Miss Marcia Vick, Courtland, Va. 10.00
was about 10:00 o'clock and all the Circle No. 1, Suffolk Christian Church 25.00
other children had gone to school. I Missionary Soc, Shelton Mem. Church, Portsmouth, Va. 10.00
found her sitting on the front porch Mary Sue Brittle S.S. Class, Bethelehem (Nans) Church 5.00
all alone. She was very quiet. She Golden Anniversary Gifts:
was almost in tears. When she saw Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Alford, Tarboro, N. C 10.00
me, her friend whom she had come to a friend 6.00

know and who had brought her here. Miss Georgia Bradley, Mebane, N. C 20.00
the tears started to come. I picked Mrs. H. E. Pearce, Franklinton, N. C 2.00
her up and put her in my car and told j. e. Danieley, Baltimore, Md. 5.00
her that we had work to do and Mr. and Mrs. John M. Holt, Burlington, N. C. 10.00
places to go. She was happy but still Mrs. Violet D. Pugh, Winchester, Va 25.00
quite quiet. I was behind with my Oates Lumber Yard, Inc., Winchester, Va. 50.00
work but for the next joyous hour glia I. Luttrell, Winchester, Va 10.00
Sheila was my work. Her seven year Mr. & Mrs. Z. Turner & Anna G. Turner, Suffolk, Va. 50.00
old sister had gone with the others jn Memory of Mrs. Frank Remars 5.00
to school. She had been loved and in Memory of Mrs. W. C. Plumb . 5.00
kept busy by her very understanding Memory of Mrs. R. L. Caviness 5.00
housemother, but she just wanted to Memory of Mrs. R. L. Caviness 5.00
sit on the porch and be lonely. As Special Gifts 319.50
we rode along she began to talk to .

ms and it was pretty talk and brave Total — $ 587.50

talk for such a little girl. Grand Total $22,669.25

Now not quite ten days later she Total for the Week $ 898.68

is joyous and bright and knows her Total for the Year $36,298.82
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Letters To The Editor
Sir:

I hope that the new format of

THE CHRISTIAN SUN and the em-
ployment of a full-time editor will

increase the circulation of our paper

and enable it to become a vital part

of our church life. If there is any-

thing that I can do, I shall be glad

to be of assistance.

W. A. Rich, Greensboro

Sir:

The new appearance of THE
CHRISTIAN SUN is something to be

proud of. It compares favorably with
national magazines on the news
stands in modern design. And the

contents are very fine. Congratu-
lations to all who had a part in

bringing THE SUN up to date.

Russell Klapp, Winston-Salem

Sir:

It is a significant fact that you
have taken over the editing of THE
CHRISTIAN SUN. That is a most
interesting development, and I trust

it will be greatly to your liking, and
much to the profit of the Convention.

Ross W. Sanderson, New York

Sir:

I am especially pleased with the

attractive paper that you are getting

out. It is an immense improvement

over the old SUN. I am especially

glad to see good form and good
spelling. Best wishes as you go along.

H. Shelton Smith, Durham

Sir:

I have delayed the writing of this

letter in order to test the reliability

of my first impressions of the "new"
CHRISTIAN SUN.

I think that you have introduced
' excellent changes and that the paper

1
presents an attractive appearance

1 inside and out. I like the way it looks

and the way it reads.

I want to congratulate you on being
elected to the post as editor and to

tell you how happy I am that you
chose to accept the appointment.
With best wishes for the future,

Cordially yours,

James H. Lightbourne, Jr.

i

Holland

Sir:

So glad to get my paper Saturday

instead of Monday, as for the last

two weeks. You are doing a good

job. Just hope you are not overdoing

your strength. Please don't work

too hard. This is not for publication.

Just so pleased I had to tell you.

Note: The editor was just so

pleased to get this nice letter from
such a fine person that he wanted
to share it with those who are willing

to read. He especially liked the idea

of not working to hard. Thank you,

one and all. It is a pleasure to work
when the effort is appreciated. Now
that the newness is wearing off, it

appears to be time for many of you
to tell me what you really want in

this paper. Don't be timid. Just say

it nicely, but say what you want in

the paper.

F. C. L.

MY WEEK AT MOONELON

Paula Kay Squires

My week of camping at Moonelon

this summer was so nice that I have

already started saving my money so

I can go back next year. Miss Dot

Buffalo was my counselor. There
were five other girls in my cabin

and we had lots of fun being together.

Our classes every morning were

very interesting. In one class we

learned some things of how Jesus

learned and grew when he was a boy

and how we must grow like him. In

the other class we studied ways of

worshipping God. Our teachers were

Mrs. Clark and Miss Williams and I

always like craft. I made a papier-

mache doll and dressed her in a Kleen-

ex dress to look like Cinderella.

The only thing I didn't like was

there was not enough time for swim-

ming. That is what I like to do best.

Of course I can't swin so good yet,

but I am trying to learn.

At Vespers Mrs. Robinson told real

good stories. I guess she is the best

story-teller in the world. My week at

camp was the best time I ever had.

MY WEEK AT MOONELOISI

Judy Mancss

I would like for everyone to know
what a great job they are doing at

Moonelon. My week at the Senior

High camp session, July 22-28, was
cne of the most inspiring I have ever

experienced.

The food, recreation, swimming
evening programs, and all the many
other scheduled events showed
superiority in planning. Morning
Watch and Vespers helped to make
9 more perfect week, I'm sure. The
facilities at Moonelon are modern and
comfortable. I also enjoyed meeting
new friends there. I just can't say
enough for it, and I'm sure everyone
would enjoy Moonelon.

Start planning now to attend

Moonelon next year.

E^rcXTr MEMORIAL GIFTS
Dear Dr. Truitt:

Please accept the enclosed $ as a memorial gift

to the Christian Orphanage in memory of

:

(NAME OF DECEASED) (CITY) (DATE OF DEATH

(SURVIVOR TO BE WRITTEN) (ADDRESS)

Name

Address
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A TEACHER'S ODE TO LOVE

Though I teach with the skill of the greatest of teachers, and have not
love,

I am become a thing for mere display, a discordant note in my school

of religion.

Though I am an artist in story, music, and drama, and though I have
the keenest understanding of modern theories regarding democratic processes;

Though I have all faith so as to overcome the most stubborn obstacles

to progress and have not love, it profiteth me nothing.

Though I give my time and my resources to teaching, and though I consume
my strength in overwork, yet have not love, it profiteth me nothing.

Love suffereth patiently and is kind; Love knoweth neither envy nor
jealousy of other teachers,

Love is herself teachable; is not boastful of success; doth not behave
unbecomingly when new methods are proposed;

Seeketh not to exploit the child for personal prestige; doth not brood over

slights, rejoiceth not in cant nor in formal righteousness.

But rejoiceth in that which is genuine and true. Love patiently beareth
in discouragement.

She trusteth the best in children, hopeth for the best, and confidently

waiteth for the best to conquer.

Love never faileth. Whether there be liberal or conservative theologies,

they shall be changed;

Whether there be differing schools of psychology, they shall be

reconstructed;

Whether there be variant ideals of education, they shall be reconceived.

For we know but little and teach but imperfectly.

When that which is better is discovered, that which is surpassed should

be discontinued. When I was a child in my own religion, I spoke as a child,

I felt as a child, and I thought in childish patterns.

Now that I am striving for a religion worthy of my years, I should put
away the prejudices of the childish.

Even yet, I see as through a darkened mirror. Some day I shall see clearly.

Now I know but in fragments, then I shall know fully, even as fully as

I am known.

Now abideth, faith, hope, and love, these three, and the greatest of these

is love.
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Here And There Among The Churches
CONFERENCE TREASURERS are

eager to get complete payments from
all churches in time for them to pre-

pare their reports before the confer-

ence sessions begin. Mr. G. C. Wliite,

of Waverly, Virginia, wrote about this

some weeks ago, and his request got

lost in the editor's moving process.

Apologies; and a sincere hope that

all church treasurers will remember
this item of business. Conference
treasurers like to attend the sessions

with the reports ready. Churches can
help in this matter, and it is ex-

pected that they will.

HAMPTON ROADS UNION
ORGANIZED

The Hampton Roads Congregation-

al Christian Union was organized at

Great Bridge church on September 11

with Rev. John Britton of Slielton

Memorial as moderator, Lee Hand-
bury, a Christian Temple Layman as

vice-moderator, and Ernest Water-
field a layman at Great Bridge as

secretary-treasurer.

The by-laws state the purpose of

the union to be:

1. To promote and strengthen
mutual acquaintance and fellow-

ship among ministers and laity of

the Congregational Christian
churches of the Hampton Roads
area;

2. To provide channels for uniting

the efforts of the churches in

furthering their common interests;

3. To provide avenues for moral,

spiritual, and financial assistance

to member-churches in need;

4. To further our mutual inspi-

ration and education with reference

to local, conference, and convention

enterprises.

Membership in the Union consists

of all Congregational Christian

churches in the area which ratify and
accept the by-laws, and each church
is to be represented in the meetings
of the Union by its minister and two
laymen.

Dues are to be $10.00 per year, and
there are to be at least two regular
meetings each year, with other meet-
ings as the need may demand.

The first real undertaking of the
Union is a training school for leaders

which is scheduled at The Temple for

this week (September 23-27). Early
registrations indicated good attend-
ance,

RANDLEMAN LAYMEN
The Laymen's Fellowship of the

Randleman Congregational Christian

Church entertained their wives and
other guests on Saturday night, Sep-

tember 8, with a supper on the

church's picnic grounds behind the

parsonage.

President of the group, Robert S.

Hayes, welcomed the guests and Rev.

Winfred Bray, pastor of the Randle-
man Church, gave the invocation.

About seventy persons, including the

members, their families and visitors

enjoyed hamburgers and hot dogs
which were prepared by the members
of the organization.

After supper, the group assembled
in the church for a meeting over

which the president presided. Mr. Hu-
bert Parker led the congregation in

singing "Leaning on the Everlasting

Arms" after which Mr. Ed Jarrett

led in prayer. Mr. Bray introduced the

fcpeaker Reverend Earl Redding for

the highlight of the meeting.

Reverend Redding drew an inter-

esting parallel between the Prodigal

Son and today's younger generation

with their "Give Me" attitude. He
told the story of the eighteen year old

boy who was embarrassed at his

father's ignorance, but when the son

reached the age of twenty-one he

was amazed that his father had learn-

ed so much in three years. Just as

earthly fathers are willing to forgive

their children for mistakes and acts

of selfishness; so is the Heavenly
Father willing to forgive if we earn-

estly repent and seek forgiveness.

JAMES FENTON DARDEN, Ji*.,

son of Mr. and Mrs. James F. Darderl,

was born August 31, Mr. Darden is

president of the Elon College Alumni
Association, and Mrs. Darden is the

former Virginia Jeffreys of Long's
Chapel. They live in Suffolk, Virginia.

Congratulations — and good wishes.

AT BURLINGTON, FIRST, Sep-

tember 16. The Pilgrim Fellowship
discussed "What I expect to get out

of School this year," all classes were
urged to make plans for Rally Day,
October 7, and prayer nieetirig topic

announced was: "What Should the

Church be Doing?"

THE MINISTERS' ASSOCIATION
of Eastern Virginia reorganized at

its first session for the fall September
17 at Suffolk. Rev. Frank R. Hamil-
ton of the Temple is the president,

Rev. H. Raymond Phelts of Liberty

Spring is vice-president, and Rev.

Jack T. Akin of Great Bridge is the

Secretary-treasurer. The officers will

act as a program committee for the

year.

WARWICK Groundbreaking cere-

monies September 16 were inspiring,

but must await detailed report until

a later issue of this paper. Rev. Lan-
son Granger and his good wife are

rendering important service for our
Church. It was a delight to visit in

their lovely new home, to reminisce
experiences of yester-year, and to

share the dreams of this new church
and its leaders.
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GREAT BRIDGE church bulletin

says that on August 19 there were

256 in Sunday school, 204 in church

with twenty in the choir, and that

the total gifts for the day amounted

to $295.67. Following the name of the

church one bulletin says, "Where the

hopes of tomorrow meet the needs

of today," and another says, "Where

the mind soars into the highlands of

the Spirit." Rev. Jack T. Akin is the

minister.

ROSEMONT BUDGET has increas-

ed so rapidly in recent years that any
pessimist could easily believe that it

would not be subscribed or paid, but
the first day's effort in the every
member canvass rolled up pledges

beyond the budget. The pastor, Rev.

Melvin Dollar, was very happy on
what might have otherwise been a
blue Monday. So is any minister when
his church moves forward.

CHANGING PREACHERS and
pastorates seems to be the current

interest of many churches and minis-

ters. There is considerable unrest

among the church people. It is a

disease that afflicts the ministers

also. Perhaps it is a symptom that

we are on the upward grade. The
new minister receives a larger salary

than his predecessor — and he needs
it. But moving is expensive for

churches and ministers. It might be

better to make a new man out of the

pastor you have than to seek some-
one else. Grass on the other side of

the fence may seem to be greener to

ministers as it does to cows, but it is

not always true.

A NEW LIST of Audio-Visual Aids
h\ available from the Southern Con-
vention Office at Elon College, North
Carolina. Anyone desiring a copy of

the list of these aids which are avail-

able free from the office should write

to Miss Ruth Dunn, P. O. Box 336
at Elon.

PICTURES on the front and back
of this week's issue are of our people

in First Church, Greensboro, North
Carolina. The one on the front was
made by Thorpe Jones, (nephew of

Miss Susie Allen of Raleigh) member
of our Greensboro church and di-

rector of audio-visual work in the

Greensboro city schools. Jim Wom-
m.ack made the picture on the last

page. He is a member of the church
rtnd is on the staff of the Greensboro
Daily News. The home being visited

i? that of Mr. and Mrs. William H.
Duncan. The pictures appeared in the

local church paper edited by Irwin
Smallwood who is also a member of

that church and is a sports writer for

the Greensboro Daily News.

LOVING-KINDNESS
A mother asked her six-year-old

what loving-kindness meant. "Well,"

he said, "when I ask you for a piece

of bread and butter and you give it

to me, that's kindness, but when you
put jam on it, that's loving-kindness."

One Hundred Years Ago
IN THE CHRISTIAN SUN, JUNE 6, 1856

MAKE READY

Boys! make ready for the great

part in life's drama you will soon be

called upon to act. The great world,

Avith all its oceans and hills, moun-

tains and seas, shipping and steamers,

railroads and telegraphs, government

and people, will soon be given to you,

and to your hands will be entrusted

the science and progress of the ages.

Did you ever think of this? Think

•of it and make ready. Look out upon

.your mighty inheritance and make
ready for its reception. The Presi-

dents, governors, kings, philosophers,

ministers, teachers of the future, are

boys now, whose feet swing between

the bench and the floor of the old

school-houses of the land, learning the

"a, b, abs" of their respective lan-

.guages. A great future is before you
— make ready for its stirring scenes.

Be virtuous, moral, temperate and

.just, and these shall prove a strong

lance and helmet in the battle of

life. Make ready.

September 25, 1956

THE PRESENCE OF GOD

0 thou who flingest so fair a robe
Of clouds around the hills untrod

Those mountain pillars of the globe
Whose peaks sustain thy throne O God

All glittering around the sunset skies

Their trembling folds are lightly furled
As if to shade from mortal eyes
The glories of yon upper world
There, where the evening star upholds
In one bright spot their purple folds

My spirit lifts its silent prayer
For thou the God of love art there.

The summer flowers, the fair, the sweet
Upswinging freely from the sod

In whose soft looks we seek to meet
At every step thy smile, O God,

The humble soul their sweetness shares
They bloom in palace hall or cot.

Give me, O Lord, a heart like theirs

Contented with my lowly lot.

Within their ambrosial bells

In odors sv^/eet thy spirit dwells
Their breath may seem to scent the air

'Tis thine O God for thou art there.

Yet far beyond the clouds outspread
Where soaring fancy oft hath been

There is a land where thou hast said
The pure of heart shall enter in

In those far realms so calmly bright
How many a loved and gentle one

Bathes it soft plumes in living light

That sparkles from thy radiant throne
There souls once soft and sad as our's
Look up and mid the fadeless flowers
They dream no more of grief and care

For thou, the God of peace, art there.

THE CHURCHES
The Congregational Church was

organized in 1620, and is now of 236
years' standing in America. At the

time of taking the census in 1850 it

had 1,706 church edifices, valued at

s^7,970,190. and will convene 801,835
hearers.

The Baptist Church was organized
in 1632, and is now 217 years old in

the United States. It has 9,360 church
buildings, valued at $11,001,127, and
will convene 3,248,580 hearers.

The Methodist Church was organ-

ized in Baltimore, Dec. 25, 1787, and
is 72 years old in America. It has
13,338 church buildings, valued at

JF14,826,146, and will convene 4,354,-

101 hearers.
* * *

QUARANTINE AT NORFOLK
The Board of Health at Norfolk,

have ordered that all vessels bound
for that port, from any port or place

South of the latitude of Charleston
shall come to anchor at the quaran-
tine grounds, and there remain until

visited by the health officer, and his

permission in writing be obtained, for

such vessel to enter the harbor. Ports-

mouth has adopted a similar regu-
lation.

Norfolk and Portsmouth remain
\ery healthy, and there is not the

least sign of the Yellow Fever, as
has been reported, in some places in

the country.
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EDITORIALS

OPEN CHURCH DOORS

Last year's Annual indicates that the 200
churches of the Southern Convention have prop-

erty worth slightly nnore than eight and one-half

millions of dollars. That means that the average

would be $42,500 for each church. Of course

some cost much more and some less. But in the

200 communities where our churches are there is

a sizeable investment in church property.

This property is used one day each week, with

a possible mid-week service that may involve an

hour or two. Altogether the churches may be

in use from three to five hours each week. What
about the other time?

Many members feel that the church doors

should be locked so no one will mutilate or steal

the property. Interest on the investment is just

about $10.00 per hour if the church is used five

hours each week. If the property is available no

more than that, the interest rate is excessive.

On the other hand there are those who be-

lieve that the church doors should be open at

all times. "My house shall be called a house of

prayer," says the sacred Scriptures. But if the

doors are locked, how can the poor sinner who
feels the need of prayer enter and bow at the

altar? How can the members who pass that way
spend a few moments in the holy place to renew
their strength?

Please, keep the doors of the church open.

Announce that they are open for prayer and

meditation. Invite people to enter and seek

divine guidance. Let the "house of the Lord" be

a spiritual refuelling station ready at all times for

those who need its help.

CONFERENCES ARE COMING

Programs are in the making for the annual

session of the five Conferences which make up
the Southern Convention. The conferences are

composed of delegates from the churches. Con-

ference is a consultation between the churches

on the work that has been done, things that need

to be done, and plans for accomplishing what
appears to be the will of God for the church

people involved.

Delegates to Conference need to be people

who have responsibilities in the local church.

4

They are the ones who know what is being
undertaken, and must lead in the work of the

coming year. All too often the delegates are

those who will go. But here and there people are

found who leave their work to attend Conference.
They believe that the church comes first, that

their own work can wait. Of such appears to

be the Kingdom of God.

Then there are the reports to be made. Secre-

taries and treasurers are very important people.
If they have kept accurate records through the
year, it is not too difficult to tabulate them for

the Conference. Churches should be given credit

for all they do, and nothing more. Hence accur-

ate records are exceedingly important.

A Conference that looks backward only is

not likely to keep in the straight and narrow way
as it moves forward. Plans for the future need to

call forth the loyally and even the sacrifice of the
people who have promised to take up a cross

daily and follow the Master. Planners of programs
for church people should not be timid or fearful.

It is theirs to blaze a trail where highways never
ran.

WORLD-WIDE COMMUNION

The first Sunday in October is World-Wide
Communion Sunday. This is the one day in the

year when Christians everywhere gather around
the Lord-s table and eat of bread and drink of a

cup in grateful remembrance of what God has

done for us through Jesus Christ.

There are miany divisive forces in our world,

but the communion is the one magnet that can

draw us into the family of God. Doctrines may
divide, but at the communion table in the church

of his choice each person can draw nigh unto

God as he sees the divine Lord of Life. Interpre-

tations may be different, but love is the same.
When we humble ourselves, and by faith accept

God's grace made known to us in Jesus, then
we stand on level ground and can reach out a

hand of fellowship to our brothers near and far

of whatever race or nation.

A WISE MAN HAS SAID:

If you want to get up — step down

;

If you want to be seen — get out of sight;

If you want to be great — forget yourself.

The Christian Sun



The Heart
VARIOUS PARTS OF THE BODY HAVE SERVED OFTEN AS

SYMBOLS OF THE SPIRITUAL GRACES

HENRY E. ROBINSON

In this series of articles we have

been considering the hands, the feet,

the head, and the face as symbols of

the spiritual graces. As a final sub-

ject let us think of the heart.

The heart is usually recognized as

the center and core of an organism.

We have come to say: "Let's get to

the heart of the matter." We mean
the basic essential of the subject. We
also think of the heart as the center

and secret of life. A person may lose

his arms, legs, eyes, power of motion,

and even his mind, but he is alive as

long as the heart is beating. When
anything is wrong with the heart we
consider such ailment as serious. We
are not satisfied until it has been

corrected, feeling that a weakened
heart is a threat to life. Any physical

checkup involves the heart. The rate

of beat is an indication of the well

being of the patient. Several times

during the day, the patient has his

pulse taken by the nurse in the hos-

pital. The doctor wants to know first

of all if the heart is doing its job.

It is not surprising that the heart

has become the symbol of one's mo-
tives, loyalties, and loves. Indeed, it

has become the symbol of our very

lives. We say of a person: "He has

given his heart to a cause." We mean
his life.

We can overlook many mistakes if

a person's heart is in the right place.

This means that a person's motives

are those deep impulses which stir

us to action. They are the reason for

our interest, our efforts, our sacrifice.

They are ultimately our reason for

living. They define the meaning of

life. This is why it is so important
for our hearts to be in the right place.

When we give our hearts to a cause

or to a person, it means we are in-

vesting our highest loyalties. It may
be to our beloved, or to a college, or

to the church. Each person needs to

invest his heart. To hold it is to lose

it, to give it to someone, or to some
cause is to make life worthwhile. I

believe that those persons in the world
who are most unhappy are those who
are holding to their hearts and have
never found a great objective in life

to which they could freely give their

hearts. To do so is not to lose one's

heart, but to invest it where it will

grow, multiply and bear fruit. The
farmer may be very proud of his seed

corn. These ears are the finest of

the crop carefully selected. Yet he
cannot hold to them; he must plant

them. Even so must we give our
hearts to some portion of God's work.

The heart finally is a symbol of

love. Our deepest feelings toward
family, friend and cause is said to

reside in the heart. Love becomes the

pulse-beat of the world. Paul says

that of all that abides, love is the

greatest. The writer of Proverbs says

:

"As a man thinketh in his heart so

is he." For the health of the heart

we need to love and express that love

in the many avenues and activities

that are open to us. If you are work-
ing, planning, thinking, yes even
suffering without love, then you are

living in vain. But so long as you
have a deep affection for a person,

an occupation, a cause, a faith, then
your life has meaning and your days
have content.

It is said of Jesus when confronting
the rich young man: "Jesus looking

upon him, loved him." It is easy to

love some people, it is very hard to

love others. But Jesus was not drawn

to people by their comeliness, but
rather by their potentialities. He
could love even his enemies because
he could visualize what they could

become through the power of God.

Oh, that our hearts, the seat of

our motives, our loyalties, our loves

could be given uncompromisingly to

Him and so be invested where forgive-

ness, fellowship, and power take their

rise.

Mission Or Omission

Horace Bushoell once made an
interesting list of all who might be
excused from giving to missions. Here
it is:

Those who believe that Jesus Christ

made a mistake when He said, "Go
ye into all the world, and preach the

gospel to every creature."

Those who believe the Gospel is not

the power of God, and cannot save
the heathen.

Those who wish that missionaries

had never come to our ancestors.

Those who believe that it is "every
man for himself" in this world, and
who, with Cain, ask, "Am I my
brother's keeper?"

Those who want no share in the

final victory.

Those who believe they are not
accountable to God for the money
entrusted to them.
Those who are prepared to accept

the final sentence: "Inasmuch as ye
did it not to one of the least of these,

ye did it not to me."
Do you belong to the Mission or

the Omission Band?

The Need Of Many Churches
More tithes and fewer drives.

More actions and less faction.

More workers and fewer shirkers.

More backers and fewer slackers.

More of God's plans and less of man's.

More praying and less straying.

More divine power and less human "pow-wow."

More Good News and fewer book reviews.

More burden-bearers and fewer tale-bearers.

More fighting squads and fewer tight-wads.

More liberal males and fewer food sales.

More "tongues of fire" and fewer fiery tongues.

More zealous effort and less jealous thought.

More seeking for grace; less seeking for place.

More hohness of life, less bickering and strife.
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Elon Youth Retreat

The Junior High and Senior High
P. F. Groups of the Elon College

Community Church met at Moonelon
for their Retreat September 14-15

Registration began at 4 p. m. followed

by recreation at 4:30.

The evening program began with
a Vesper Service across the lake led

by Miss Melva Foster. The Rev. Wm.
J. Andes opened the discussions with
i,.n introductory talk on P. F. — its

purpose and program. The group
divided into three groups to discuss

Christian Faith, Action and Fellow-

ship led by Louis Wilkins, Miss Joyce

Myers and Miss Jo McAdams, respect-

ively. Mr. James Wagoner, a local

public school teacher, led the group
in folk games and other games con-

cluding with an inspiring devotional.

Saturday was given to discussion

of the year's work by the Junior High
and Senior High Groups. Some of the

projects which they discussed were:

A Study of our Christian Faith, A
Study of the Congregational Chris-

tion and Evangelical and Reformed
Churches, Study of the Book of

Philippians, Vocations, Youth Week
Activities, Work Day for Christ,

Christmas Caroling and Cheer, Young
People's Problems, Home and Foreign

Mission Study, and Trips to Morehead
Planetarium, Duke Chapel and Gar-

dens and the State Capitol.

The Retreat was concluded with a

worship service led by Miss Foster

and several of the young people from
The Christian Orphanage.

Counselor's for these two groups

are Mrs. N. R. Franks and Miss Melva
Foster, Senior Highs and Miss Edith

Brannock and Miss Ruth Dunn.
Junior Highs.

Young People

May Visit Russia

A delegation of U. S. Christian

youth may visit Russia to talk with

church young people in the U. S. S. R.

The proposal for an exchange of

visits between the youth of the two
countries was made recently by
]'epresentatives of the nation's Prot-

estant youth organizations meeting in

annual assembly at Williams Bay,
Wise.

"We would seek to learn what
Christian youth and students in the

U. S. S. R. are doing to manifest
their witness to Christ," they de-

clared. "In a world so decisively

divided by conflicting ideological,

economic, and political barriers, we
believe that it is imperative for Chris-

tians to bear witness to the recon-

ciliation which lies in Christ. It is

only here that man's deepest conflicts

are resolved. The exchange of leaders

begun — should be extended to all

levels of the church's life."

(A delegation of church leaders of

the Soviet Union were guests of the

National Council of Churches in the

U. S. in June, as the second part of

z<. two-way exchange initiated in

SEPTEMBER
Crickets are making
The Merriest din,

All the fields waking
With shrill violin.

Now all the swallows
Debate when to go;

In the valleys and hollows

The mists are like snow.

Dahlias are glowing '

In purple and red

Where once were growing
Pale roses instead.

Piled up leaven smoulder,

All hazy the noon,

Nights have grown colder,

The frost will come soon..

Early lamps burning.

So soon the night falls,

Leaves, crimson turning.

Make bright the stone walls.

Summer recalling

At turn of the year,

Fruit will be falling,

September is here.

—Edward Bliss Reed.

March when NCC leaders visited

Moscow.)

The proposal was made in a re-

commendation adopted by nearly 200
youth delegates of 24 Protestant de-

nominations and 37 state Christian

3'outh councils at the annual meeting
oi' the general council of the United
Christian Youth Movement, a unit of

the National Council of churches.

Greatest Fellowship

Experience

Billy G. Johnson

On June 24, 1956 I had the pleasure
of meeting and enjoying fellowship

with five of the most wonderful
people that I have ever met. These
people were the delegates from the

Southern Convention to the TENTH
NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE PIL-
GRIM FELLOWSHIP at Doane Col-

lege in Crete, Nebraska. As we talked

about our trip at Camp Moonelon on
Sunday night before leaving on Mon-
day, I realized that the next weeks
were going to be ones that I would
always remember and I am sure I

will always remember the names —

-

Carolyn, Faye, A. C, Louis, and John
— as the most interesting group of

people that I have ever met.

In the next two weeks I had the

experience of a lifetime in fellowship

with young people from all over the

United States, Hawaii, and Puerto
Rico. It was at this conference,

through fellowship with all these

people, that I became aware of the
difference and similarities of the

people here in our own United States

in their work for the advancement of

the Kingdom of God. The CC-E & R
merger was of great interest to me
and to most of the others at the

Council. It seems to me that this

merger is definitely a great step

forward in the growth of our Church.

I was greatly inspired by the morn-
ing chapel, evening vespers, evening
friendship circles, morning watch, and
many of the other events, but the
one thing that meant most to me
at the Council was the fellowship with
£0 many different kinds of people at
mealtime and around the Doane
campus between programs. These
were about the shortest two weeks
of my life, it seemed. We had been
there only a couple of days when it

was time to go, it seemed to me, but
as we journeyed home we realized

that although our stay at Doane Col-

lege was short, we were returning
home with a much richer and fuller

imderstanding of our Pilgrim Fellow-
ship and its members all over the
United States, and a more thorough
knowledge of the wonderful work that
Pilgrim Fellowshippers are doing
everywhere as we all go forward to-

gether "In Daring Expectation."
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Mrs. Sherrill to Represent

Southern Convention Women
ON FELLOWSHIP TOUR

TO EUROPE

When a select group of 25 Congre-
gational Christian women set sail

Irorn New York September 26 to

visit England, Wales, Scotland, The
Netherlands, Germany, and France,

Mrs. Marna Sherrill will be among
them as a representative of the women
of the Southern Convention.

The tour is being conducted by Mrs.

Ann Williams of Florida who is presi-

dent of the Women's Fellowship of

the International Congregational
Council.

Mrs. Sherrill is the daughter of

Rev. Charles S. Mondell, a Congre-

gational minister who served in Cali-

fornia and is now retired in Arizona.

Marna was born in Oakland, gradu-

ated from San Diego State College,

and did graduate work at the Uni-
versity of Southern California.

She taught speech and English in

the Junior High School of San Diego.

She is married to Dr. Marvin F. Sher-

rill of Wichita Falls, Texas, who is

now head of the pathology depart-

ment of the Riverside Hospital in

Newport News, Virginia.

The Sherrills have three children,

Steven 9, Sandra 7, and Stanley 4.

Grandmother Sherrill will stay with
them part of the time Mrs. Sherrill

ir away. It is expected that husband
and children will be well cared for

while Mrs. Sherrill travels as a Chris-
tian messenger abroad.

Mrs. Sherrill became interested in

our church work while she and the
good doctor were members at Shelton
Memorial in Portsmouth. Now that
they are at Warwick they find great
joy in serving there. The minister's
wife, Mrs. Granger, claims that Mrs.
Sherrill gives at least one day each
week to visitation besides all the
other things she does for the church.

September 5 she was installed as
president of the Warwick Women's

', Fellowship by Mrs. W. B. Williams
j

of the Newport News church. At the
j meeting the local church and the

I

women of the Southern Convention
i
gave her presents along with their
good wishes for the trip.

The group leaving New York Wed-
I

nesday will return October 30. The

MRS. MARNA SHERRILL

Queen Elizabeth will take them and
bring them back. A visit to the United
Nations and instruction by our nation-

al leaders will prepare the women for

their journey. The purpose of the

tour is for leading American women
to become familiar with the women of

our churches in other countries, and
10 build a bridge of friendship across

national boimdaries. The good wishes
of the women who must remain at

home cannot be contained in the

.shoulder bag given to Mrs. Sherrill,

and the homefolks will await anxious-

ly the return and the reports that are

sure to bring joy.

HIGHLIGHTS OF '55-'56 AT
MONTICELLO

Mrs. Jarvis Faucette

The Fellowship Conference at Dur-
ham. There we heard and saw our
leaders from our national president

down to our District Superintendent.

It was an inspiration to learn of our
Fellowship work from them.

To attend the Spring Rallcy at

New Lebanon, the theme of which
was "To cultivate the Spirit of

Christ", was a joy to all. I wish every
member of our Fellowship could have
heard Miss Lucy Kendall Clark's

address on "Christ at Work in Cey-

ion". If you ever have an opportunity
to hear her, seize it.

Our Bible study taught by our own
Mary Walker. Miss Walker, now Mrs.
Thomas Sparks, has the ability to

make the history of the Bible come
alive and to make her listeners feel

ilie problems of Bible days in the
light of how we feel today — the
problems are just about the same
only the time and place are different.

The Home Mission Study on the

Indian American given so interest-

ingly by our pastor's wife, Mrs.

William R. Mueller.

"Hope R,ises from the Land," our
Foreign Mission Study book reviewed
by Miss Mary Nichols, a Deaconness
in the Methodist Church. With maps
and the text, she took us into those

countries where because of the work
of Agricultural Missionaries, hope is

rising.

We hope that this year of '56-'57

will be fuller and more productive

than tliat just i^assing.

INTRODUCING ASHEBORO

By One Who Does Not Live There

Asheboro, county seat of Randolph
County, and new place of publication

of THE CHRISTIAN SUN, is a clean

little city of approximately 8,000 in-

habitants. It is located about 180
miles east of Asheville, about the

same distance from Wilmington, and
is 26 miles south of Greensboro, a
city well known to many readers of

THE SUN.

Aside from its diversified industries

that provide employment, Asheboro
has several humanitarian, cultural

and religious institutions. Its hospital

is not only modern, but among the

largest in North Carolina. Its public

schools are in front rank, Asheboro
High costing about $1,500,000. Thir-

teen churches, 12 being protestant,

fcerve the religious life of the commun-
ity.

Asheboro dates its legal existance

back to 1796 when its original charter

was ratified by the General Assembly
of North Carolina. The early spelling

was Asheborough. The present form
of the city's name, as did its earlier

form, honors Samuel Ashe, a native

of New Hanover County, who was
North Carolina's governor from Nov-

ember 1795 to December 1798.
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While A Student At Johns Hopkins

President Danieley Writes Laymen
J. EARL DANIELEY

At your Annual Rally last February
at Elon College you elected me Chair-
inan of the Convention Laymen's
Fellowship for this biennium. I think
that I should report to you periodic-

ally on the work which needs to be
done and what I have been doing.

A main concern of the Laymen's
Fellowship for the past four years has
been the Convention Conference
Center at Moonelon. Much work has
been done; considerable money has
been raised — but we are quite a
distance from the goal. We are deeply

indebted to our Moonelon Committee
headed by Russell Powell of Greens-
boro for the splendid work it has done
in organizing and planning the work
necessary to complete Our project. I

earnestly ask each of you to inquire

what the men in your own church
have done. If you have not done your
part, then now is the time to do it.

May we count on you?

D. Marsh McLelland of Elon Col-

lege, N. C, is our Secretary-Treasurer.

Each local organization should mail

its dues to him. There are practically

no funds in the treasury. We will need
money soon if we are to obtain and
send to you material to be used on
Laymen's Sunday, October 21. 1956.

He also will be able to secure ma-
terials for you for use with your local

groups.

Since our Annual Rally I have
attended a number of interesting

meetings. First, the meeting of lay-

men, with a large number of minis-

ters, in attendance, at the Pleasant
Grove High School near Union Ridge
Church during the recent session of

the Convention. The meeting was
well-attended and those present were
rewarded by hearing a very inspiring

and stimulating address by Dr. James
Wagner, President of the Evangelical
and Reformed Church. Second, the

Eastern Virginia Conference Lay-
men's Fellowship held its spring rally

at the Suffolk Christian Church on
the first Sunday afternoon and eve-

ning in May. Chairman Jimmy Dar-
den presided and presented a program
including several addresses. I had the
pleasure of addressing the group at
the banquet that evening. Third, the
Valley of Virginia! The laymen's work
in the Valley is somewhat different
from that in any other conference.
Until the third week of June I knew
almost nothing about it. Then I went

there for four days and made four
"speeches." I had a wonderful time
meeting with and talking to the
people there. My wife and our boys
made the trip and spent the time in

the home of Dr. and Mrs. Raymond
Andes at Bridgewater. We shall ever

be deeply grateful for their kind hos-

pitality (and that of Dr. Andes'
mother, also) and the fact that they
made this trip possible. I found con-

siderable interest there and I believe

that there is great potential strength

for the laymen's work in the Valley.

Fourth, the Eastern North Carolina

Conference Laymen held their quar-

terly meeting at Youngsville in July.

It was my pleasure to talk with the

men there about the work of the

Fellowship and to share with them
in an evening of good fellowship.

Fifth, the Western North Carolina

Laymen's Fellowship met at Spoon's
Chapel in July. The group heard a

very inspiring address by Dalton
Harper. Again, I brought greetings

to the men and talked about this

year's program. It was a real pleasure

to be in each of the five conferences
of our Convention and it is my hope
to visit all of them again during the

biennium.

One of our major Shortcomings is

that we don't report what we are

doing. We should be reading every
week in THE CHRISTIAN SUN of

the fine work you are doing in your
churches. If you will send such
reports to S. H. Pe'l, Ramseur, N. C.

he will get them to Dr. Lester. Mr.
Pell, who has served us so faithfully

has agreed to serve as our reporter.

Won't you help him by sending a

report on what you are doing in your
local fellowship ?

As you know, I am now living in

Baltimore, Maryland. For a period of

a year I am doing some postdoctoral

study at The Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity. This does not mean that I will

not be concerned about the laymen
and the work they are doing. . . I'll

be even more concerned. Every Chris-

tian man has a tremendous responsi-

bility and opportunity to help with
the work of the Church. The lay-

men's Fellowship is a splendid means
of accomplishing much. It is my hope
and prayer that all of us will continue
to make it grow that we may have
more men in the church and that
those of us already in the church will

become better men. These are our
goals and they are worthy of the
strongest among us!

SPOON'S CHAPEL LADIES AND
LAYMEN MEET

The Ladies Missionary Society and
the Laymen's fellowship of the
Spoon's Chapel Congregational Chris-
tian Church met at the parsonage
tor their monthly meetings.

All the officers of the Ladies Mis-
sionary Society that served the past
year were Re-elected to ssrve another
year, and the following committee
chairmen were elected for the next
year:

Spiritual Life, Miss Edith Stout and
Mrs. J. R. Johnston; Christian Family
Life, Mrs. Gillis Luck and Mrs. Nolan
Voncannon; Social Action, Mrs.
Everette Maness; Cradle Roll, Mrs.
Otis Johnston and Mrs. C. F. Saunders
Jr.

The Laymen's Fellowship elected

the following officer's for the coming
year:

President, Ernest Scott; Vice Presi-

dent, Gillis Luck; Secretary-Treasur-

ei, Jimmy Johnston; Program Chair-

man, Sam Foster.

After the meetings, the Ladies and
Laymen gave the pastor, Rev.

Max Vestal and his wife a sur-

prise shower of groceries, to show
in a small way how much they
appreciate the wonderful help they
have given to this church and its

people.

WHAT IS CHRISTIANITY?
In the home it is kindness.

In business it is honesty.

In society it is courtesy.

In work it is fairness.

Toward the unfortunate it is pity.

Toward the weak it is help.

Toward the wicked it is resistance.

Toward the strong it is trust.

Toward the fortunate it is congratulations.

Toward the penitent it is forgiveness.

Toward God it is reverence and love.

—Author Unknown.
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Dr. Riggs Expands
Work In India

ED RIGGS

Dear Friends of the Southern
Convention,

It is over a month and a half since

my last, and enou.eh has happened
to "fill a book". However I have
neither time nor space, so you are

spared

!

The most sisrn'ficent event was mv
visit to the medical ashram at the

other end of the Diocese — my first

ti"ip out of the Kilanjunai area in

three months — to help select Stu-

dents for the village health workers
training course. We were disappointed

in the small number of applicants who
turned up. and only selected three —
with possiblv two others to be added.

But Dr. Wilder, Secretary of the

Christian Medical Association of

India, had told us to start anyway,
even if we had to start with only

one! He reminded us that the first

nursing school in the Madura Mission

Hospital graduated only one student

its first year. So we started classes,

the first of September. The students

will stay five months at the medical

ashram there, for their theoretical

instruction, and will then transfer to

Kilanjunai for their five months of

practical field training.

The other interesting diversion last

month was the opening of the Dioce-

san special development scheme for

Tiruvadanai, the taluk next to us.

It was previously a neglected area,

?nd can certainly stand all the rural

uplift work we can pour into it. But
instead of trying to do the job single

handed, the Church is intending to

supplement the Government Commun-
ity Development work that is also

just starting. The Director of the

Diocesan effort is an old white-beard-

ed retired teacher. He is taking his

job seriously, having moved to Tiru-

vadanai and living there alone and
making it a full-time job — even
to the extent of spending his evenings

conducting an adult education class

for the illiterates in the immediate
vicinity of where he is living.

Even more inspiring are the Heine-

mans, a family of our Mission who
have postponed their furlough in

America for a year and have left

their regular home near Madura to

move into the made-over porch of an

old storehouse in the Tiruvadanai

public market place so that they can

give several months of full-time

tervico in tlip surrounding villages,

offering technical engineering help

and bearing Christian witness. Their

four children consider themselves

amply rewarded for their "sacrifice",

not only in sharing a new adventure

;uid making new Indian friends, but

because they are only eight miles

trom the ocean and a good beach,

which they loVe to show off to all

their visitors!

I am supposed to be in charge of

the medical and public health end of

it. I have been running on'; of my out-

door leprosy clinics in a village on the

edge of the Tiruvadanai area, and
was noticing an appalling number of

patients walking' fifteen or twenty
miles from all parts of the taluk to

see me. And this last weekend, while

louring thru villages by bullock cart

with the white-bearded Director, try-

ing to find a likely spot to set up a
m.aternity and child welfare center

in case we are able to find a midwife,

J was even more moved by the people

who begged me with tears in their

eyes, to come to their area and treat

ilieir leprosy.

Speaking of bullock cart travel, I

am becoming quite an expert. I had

ridden these fiendish contraptions

before, mostly to answer emergency

calls at night when muddy roads or

lack of moon made cycling unfeasible.

But as the increasingly frequent

showers foretell a long and heavy

rainy season this year and lots of

trouble reaching my regular cUnics

if I depend only on my cycle, I de-

cided at last to capitulate, and am
now the proud owner of an eight

dollar "racing bandy". We can hire

bullocks by the day whenever we find

ve need to go that way instead of hy
cycle. I have already tried it for

several trips. Fran also tried it once,

as she goes out with me at least once
3, week, but she is not converted yet!!

BIBLES FOR TWA PLANES

Bibles are now being placed on all

of the new Super-G Constellation air-

planes of Trans-World Airlines.

Captain G. C. Duvall, a pilot for TWA
on the Chicago-Los Angeles run,

recently was presented with a Bible

to place on the Super-G plane he
would be flying. It was Captain Duvall
who suggested several years ago that
in addition to a full supply of current
magazines on each plane there should
be a Bible. Since then TWA has
carried Bibles furnished by the

American Bible Society, on all TWA
flights in the United States. Captain
Duvall discussed his plan with the

late Ralph ,S. Damon, president of

TWA, who thought the idea was a

good one.

DATES TO REMEMBER

Women's Conferences

October 2 — North Carolina at Reidsville

October 4 — Eastern Virginia at Holland

October 5 — Valley of Virginia at New Hope

Fall Conferences:

October 29-30 — Virginia Valley Central Conference, Linville, Va.
Mr. Clarence A. Phillips, President.

October 31-November 1 — Eastern Virginia Conference, Suffolk,

Va., Mr. W. B. Williams, President.

November 6 — Eastern North Carolina Conference, Christian Light,

near Fuquay Springs, N. C, Rev. Carl Wallace, Pres.

November 7 — Western North Carolina Conference, Hanks Chapel,

near Pittsboro, N. C, Rev. L. M. Presnell, President.

November 8 — North Carolina & Virginia Conference, Hines
Chapel, near McLeansville, N. C, Dr. H. E. Robinson,
President.
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The Creation Story

Devotional Reading: Psalm 104:24-33

ilVlemory Selection: And God saw everything that he had made, and behold
it was very good. Genesis 1:31.

Background Scripture: Genesis 1:1-2:3

GENESIS AND GEOLOGY
Genesis is not scientific geology.

It is not intended to be such. The
inspired writer was not trying to

write science or history. He was con-

cerned with showing that God was
the Creator of the world. But even if

the writer was not a scientist, he was
not unscientific. With the scientist,

hp states that there is a FIRST
CAUSE, that the world developed
from chaos to cosmos, that it did

this in stages, that it is an orderly uni-

verse, that it involved long periods

of timo — the days referred to in

irenesis are not days of twenty four

hours each, that it progressed from
the lower to the higher, that it has
meaning and direction, that man is

ihe crown of creation. Let no Chris-

tian be on the defensive because
Genesis does not agree in every detail

with modern science. The story in

Genesis is true in its basic statements.

THE CREATOR
The first in point of time, and in

importance, is the fact that God is

the Creator of the world ( the word
universe is better). All of it. God
made it. It did not come into exist-

ence by chance or accident. It had
•1. Creator. And you should spell the

name of that Creator with a capital

"C". It was not simply blind force,

cf first cause, but God who was the

Creator. One might just as well say
that a watch just happened to be
nssemblcd by sheer chance, or that

Sliakespear's plays are composed of

letters that accidently fell into mean-
ingful words, as to say that there was
no intelligence and mind behind this

created and orderly universe. As Car-
lyle said, the world is "the realized

1 bought of God." And the God reveal-

ed in the world is a God of infinite

vyisdon, and power, and love. And the

more men discover the infinitude and
the magnitude of the universe, the

greater our God becomes. We have
;i Great and a Good God. He is the

Creator of the ends of the earth.

How marvelous are His works; in

wisdom did He create them all.

THE CREATION
THE MYSTERY AND THE MIR-

ACLE OF IT. V/iien one contemplates
che universe in which we live he
ought to be overwhelmed by the mir-

acle and the mystery of it all, It

surpasses our powers of camprehen-
sion. From whence did it come? How
was it formed ? Out of what was it

made? When did it begin? How long
did it take to come into being? These
questions find no easy answer, even
from wisest of men. They take us
into the realm of faith. "Through
faith we understand that the worlds
were formed by the word of God, so

that things which are seen were not
made of things which do appear."

Hebrews 11:3.

THE MAJESTY AND THE MAG-
NITUDE OF IT. Take a look at it.

Take a look for instance at only the

earth. How majestic and vast it is.

Think of its oceans, its great areas

of land, its mountains, its natural

resources, its productiveness, its

Iremendous elemental forces — wind
iind water and electricity and atomic
power, its beauty, its forests, its

fields, its seasons, its size overall,

its age. How marvelous and how
magnificent indeed is the earth.

But take another look! Look at the

starry heavens, and the universe

itself. Here we see a universe — at

least we are gradually coming to see

it — so vast that we have to think in

lerms of light years to measure it.

The sun, the moon, the stars, the

galaxies of stars, the galaxies of ga-

laxies of stars, with their magnificent

distances, their orderliness, their

beauty, their incalulable power.

Take another look. Look at life on
this earth. Plant life, animal life,

human life with all its mystery and
majesty. Living things, with the

power to reproduce themselves, king-

doms of life superimposed upon one
another, mineral, plant, human, each
v.'ith its own laws, and each an ex-

ijression of the original creative

power. My friends, we take too much
lor granted. We live in a world and

SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON

OCTOBER 7, 1956

By Rev. H. S. Hardcastle, D.D.

Pastor of Berea and Oakland

Congregational Christian

Churches, Chuckatuck, Va,

in a universe that beggars description

and defies explanation apart from God
the Creator.

THE CROWN OF IT. It would have
been a great and grand thing even

if the Lord God had stopped his work
at the end of the fifth day. But the

creation would have been incomplete

and incomprehensible if he had done
that. For the goal and the crown of

creation was man himself. The crown-

ing act of creation came when God
said "Let us make man in our own
image, after our own likeness. ... so

God created man in his own image,

in the image of God created he him;
male and female created he them."

The Psalmist could not get over

that. As he looked at the starry

heavens in all their splendor and their

immensity, he asked, "What is man
that thou are mindful of him, or the

son of man that thou visitest him?"
And then the answer came. What
indeed? Why greater than the starry

heavens, greater than the universe

itself is man. He has been made in the

likeness, in the image of God. That
does not mean that God has a big

body like a man's — the reference

is not to physical likeness at all. It

does mean that man is made in the

likeness of God, with the power to

think and to feel and to will, to imag-
ine, to remember, to aspire, with in-

tellectual and moral and spiritual

capacities, with the capacity to have
fellowship with God, and to enjoy
communion with God. Because of this

fact, man is greater than the uni-

verse, and more important than any-

thing else in the universe. He is the

flower of creation, the crowning glory

of God's creative act. And he is to

have dominion over the earth. He is

to be fruitful and multiply, to re-

plenish the earth, and to have domin-
ion. . . over every living thing that

moveth upon the earth.

THE GOODNESS of it. Some years
ago Pearl Buck wrote a book entitled

"The Good Earth." It was concerned
with China. That title can be applied,

1 owever, to the entire world and the

universe. When God had completed
ills creative work he stood back and
took a good look at it. "And God
sew everything that he had made,
and behold it was very good."

THE OWNER OF IT. The earth

i^' the Lord's and the fulness thereof,

the world and they that dwell therein.

The cattle on a thousand hills are

liis. The silver and the gold are his.

7'he natural resources are his. We
ourselves are his — we have been
bought with a price. God is the owner
of all things; we are but stewards.
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Valley Conference

REV. C. D. HAYES
"One of the very best" was the

opinion of campers and leaders alike

as the week of August 18-25 drew
to a close at Powell's Fort Camp,
deep in Massanutten Mountain forest.

Sixty-eight young people and a staff

of twenty-two enjoyed the annual

camp for youth and children of the

churches of the Virginia Valley Con-

ference.

The Rev. Silas E. Madren was again

the efficient and genial Camp Director

and made a special contribution to

the spirit of the camp as leader of

the brief devotional period each

morning in preparation for the Quiet

Hour. Douglas Albert of Pakistan

was our live-wire guest leader from
abroad. Vesper talks were given by
Rev. Cameron D. Hayes.
Morning classes and teachers were

as follows:

For Senior and Junior High —
"What is in the Bible?", Mrs. James
Madren; "The Magnificent Trail,"

(church) Rev. James Madren; "Our
Christian World Mission," Mrs. R. A.

Whitten assisted by Douglas Albert.

For Juniors — "We Would See

Jesus," Martha Rohart; "Bible

Heroes," (Flannelgraph) Mrs. E. J.

Rohart "Life in Paki.stan," Douglas
Albert.

Handcraft in the afternoon was
participated in with enthusiasm and
many beautiful articles were taken

proudly home. Paul Rohart was the

life guard and director of outdoor
recreation. Mary Ruth Whitten and
Paul made a fine team in leadership

of music and indoor recreation, which
two cold, rainy days and a few just

plain cold ones made more necessary
than usual. Our kindly camp nurse
Mrs. R. E. Newton was called upon
to treat a number of ailments rang-
ing from home-sickness to poison ivy.

Mrs. S. E. Madren, Mrs. J. E. Bryant,
Mrs. Miller, Mrs. Hamilton and Mrs.
Newton gave distinguished service as

volunteer workers in the kitchen.

Rev. R. E. Newton continued as head
ot the subsistence department and ten

tables of well fed campers attested

his effectiveness. Rev. R. A. Whitten,
chairman of the Camp Committee,
was a frequent visitor, as was Rev.

E. J. Rohart, who continued his

services as camp treasurer.

Cabin counsellors were Dorothy
Daugherty, Betty Showalter, Martha

Camp
One Of The Best

Rohart, Mary Ruth Whitten, Mrs.

James Madren, Donnie Litten, Carroll

Litten, Douglas Albert and Rev.

James Madren. As their representa-

tives on the new enlarged Camp Com-
mittee the campers chose Dorothy
Daugherty of the Winchester Church,
Kitty Lohr of the Bethlehem Church,

and Donnie Litten of Wissler's

Chapel.

The camp pi'ogram closed with a

beautiful and reverent candlelight

Communion Service, held in the dining

hall with all seated around the tables

arranged in the form of a cross.

Our fellowship at the Lord's table was
given a wider meaning by the offering

of over twenty dollars to apply on
the Valley Pilgrim Fellowship pledge

to Our Christian World Mission. The
service concluded with a candle-light

procession to the sloping lawn in

front of the building. There in a great

fellowship circle we sang together the

Lord's Prayer and went to our cabins

in silence vmder the quiet benediction

of the stars.

BETHLEHEM P. F. ELECTS
OFFICERS

Judy Edwards, Reporter

Have you been having fun on your
summer vacation? Everyone around
here has. In fact everyone has been
having so much fun that I think some
of us have forgotten that we still

have a church to go to. As most of us

know, we all respect our church and
we were told never to run or talk in

church but what we don't realize is

that the church is made up of the

people. The church is not the build-

ing, it is the people who compose the

congregation every Sunday.

Although we have not had very
many at our P. F. meetings during
the last three months, we hope to do

better now that school has begun.

In July of our quarter we met at

the home of our leader, Mrs. T. A.

Poole. After the meeting was called

to order, we had a discussion on how
to make some money for our treasury.

Some of our ideas were to have a

supper or to sell Christmas cards.

We decided to wait until a later date

to continue our discussion. Also we
made plans for a picnic to be held

in the month of August.

Our picnic in August took the place

of our regular August meeting. We
had around 25 or 30 members and
guests present. Everyone seemed to

enjoy themselves in good Christian
fun and fellowship.

At our last meeting wo decided to

have a barbecue supper to make some
money for our treasury. It will be
held around the 5th of October. Also
we elected a new slate of officers.

They are as follows:

President Barbara Guthrie
Vice-President Wayne Gardner
Secretary _ Pat Bryant
Assistant Sec Mary Cross Brittle

Treasurer Jerry Byrd
Assistant Treasurer Kay Buck
Reporter Martha Brittle

Leader Mrs. T. A. Poole
Assistant Leader Mrs. R. O. Luther

We wish the new officers all the
best of luck in their new job and I

would like to give them this piece of
information which has helped me so
much this year. Remember that God
gives His love to us in great abun-
dance and all he asks in return is our
love for Him.

Most of the time we accept God's
love; the more that He gives us the
more we will take from Him, but it

peems like we are always too busy to
ever think about God and give Him
our love in return for His.

Think and try to answer this quest-
ion. WHAT WOULD WE DO WITH-
OUT GOD?

I have enjoyed being your reporter
for the last year and I am sure that
all of you will be looking forward
to hearing from our group and our
new reporter, Martha Brittle.

PILGRIM FELLOWSHIP RALLIES

Date Time Conference Place President

September 30 2:30 P.M. Western N. C. Spoon's Chapel Leon Lamb
September 30 10:00 A.M. Virginia Valley Winchester Kay Kagcy
October 7 3:00 P.M. E.Virginia Liberty Spring Carolyn Overby
October 14 2:30 P.M. N. C. & Va. Beverly Hills Louis Wilkins

October 21 2:30 P.M. E. N. C. Eutaw Bob Mea.samer
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What Next At Elon
L. E. SMITH, PRESIDENT

The church, the alumni, the trus-

tees, the faculty, the students and

many friends are all interested in

Elon College, it's present and future.

The present situation on the Elon

College campus is not entirely under-

standable. In 1955-56 the student body

increased 200 over the previous year.

The college was able to absorb the

increase for 1954-55. It was necessary

to employ additional faculty members

to take care of the increase for 1955-

56. The increase to date for 1955-56

is approximately 200 which makes it

necessary to increase the faculty sub-

stantially to properly instruct a

student body considerably in excess

of 1200. To be exact we have added

S full time professors and 2 part

time instructors to take care of the

increase in the student body. This

together with increases in other

salaries Vv'ill add around $45,000.00 to

the budget, increasing the budget to

approximately $600,000.00 which
means that $50,000.00 each month
for 12 months will be required to keep

the current budget in balance and all

obligations promptly met.

In order to arrange for adequate
instruction certain changes are being

made in classroom space and further

changes will of necessity be made.
It is a self-evident fact that in an
institution such as ours the growth
along one line necessitates the growth
along all lines. This fact would seem
to be a convincing argument for the

limitation of a student body. We are

Jiving in a day in which certain cir-

cumstances and conditions have
broken through customary lines and
are making different demands upon
the schools and colleges of this

country. Who is willing to say that

this student who is ambitious and
anxious for the opportunities of an
education must be denied the privil-

ege? Who knows but that this partic-

ular student may be an important
and productive citizen who will make
worthwhile contributions to society,

government and the security of our
institutions and our country?

In the present increased demands
on the part of high school graduates
in all sections of our country Elon
College, as a Christian institution of

higher learning, has a definite re-

sponsibility. A responsibility that the

Trustees and Administration cannot
easily evade. A student who has com-
pleted high school requirements for

graduation and is ambitious for an
education even though he is not a
brilliant student has a right to expect
some college to give him the oppor-
tunity. In my judgement Elon College,

our college, should be delighted to

give him the opportunity that he
desires. If he fails, that is his re-

sponsibility. If he succeeds, it is our
contribution to the individual himself
and to the democratic society of

v.'hich we are a part.

Of course an increased student body
?uch as we have on our campus today
means increased financial responsibil-

ities, but at the same time it means
increased financial resources suffic-

ient to meet the increased cost. We
are not losing financially. We are

gaining in prestige because of our
college's increased contribution in the

lield of Christian higher education.

This information is given to the

church through THE CHRISTIAN
SUN that it may have a clearer

imderstanding of existing conditions

on our campus and with the hope that

the church shall give it's sympathetic
cooperation and it's generous support.

Sunday School Class

Organized At Elon

The Student Sunday School Class

of Elon College was organized Sun-
day, September 16. Co-teachers of the

class will be the Rev. John S. Graves
of the Religion Department and Prof.

Clyde McCants of the English Depart-

ment. Officers were elected as fol-

lows : Louis Duke, Bethlehem, Suffolk,

Va., president; Mary Lou Booth, War-
wick, Va., vice president; Yvonne
Gearhart, Marietta, Ohio, secretary;

Jimmy Pierce, Liberty Spring, Suf-

folk, Va., treasurer; Mrs. Sylvia

Harbert, Dean of Women, pianist; and
Mary Ruth Whitten, Winchester, Va.,

song leader. The class meets at 9:30

A. M. in Society Hall and visitors are

welcome and all students are urged to

attend.

APPORTIONMENT GIVING

At this time of the year we are

conscious of the different seasons. We
have interest in the Spring, the time

of the sowing of seeds ; we have inter-

est in the Summer, the time for culti-

vation. These are all in preparation

and looking forward to the Fall

season, which is harvest time. All

are important, but the harvest time is

the payoff and everybody is tremen-

dously interested in that. However,

if we do not gather the harvest, all

is lost.

All through the conference year
these brief articles concerning con-

ference apportionments have meant
to be the seed sowing and the culti-

vation, preparing and urging our

people to contribute all along through
the year with the hope that when the

end of the conference year comes all

Vv'ill have paid their conference ap-

portionment in full. If that should

happen, the churches' contribution to

the college would be $35,000.00 for

the year which would be less than

% of one month's cost of operating

the college. We all realize how im-

portant it is to give our generous

support to our college.

September 14, 1956

Previously Reported: $15,602.72

Eastern North Carolina

Conference:

Hayes Chapel 25.00

New Elam - 13.00

Eastern Virginia

Conference:

Eure - - - 25.00

Franklin - 204.00

First (Portsmouth) 100.00

North Carolina and

Virginia Conference:

Burlington, First 59.31

Hines Chapel - 42.00

Shallow Ford - - 38.00

Lynchburg - 6.00

Western North Carolina

Conference:

Pleasant Union 30.00

TOTAL: $542.31

GRAND TOTAL: $16,145.03
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Religion On The Elon Campus
F. E. REYNOLDS

The founders, supporters, and ad-

ministrators of Elon College across

the years have been convinced that

higher education and religion belong

together in an organic sense. As to

just how the two areas of human in-

terest and effort are related, there

has been and continues to be some
difference of opinion. None the less,

this basic premise has continued to

serve as a directing principal in form-

ulating the college program. Likewise

it has greatly influenced the tradi-

tion-making forces that set the pat-

terns of scheduled activities.

Religion on the Elon campus, there-

fore, is not an extra attached to the

accepted academic menu as a salad

might be added to a regular dinner.

Nor is it a matter of one or two
departments offering special courses

in Bible or even formal religious ser-

vices injected into the weekly program.
These are but some of the means by
which a more profound and indigen-

ous program of religion is sponsored.

The underlying philosophy of the col-

lege stems from the three basic

streams of life which constitute the

essence of our Western heritage at

its best: the Hebraic, the Classical,

and the Christian traditions. For the

o.ncient Hebrews, the highest form of

icnowing was actually an act of wor-
ship. It found its fruition in a know-
ledge of God. To learn about nature,

men studied the handwork of the

Creator. The secrets of human nature
were to be found in the image of

God reflected in individual persons.

Human society and history were
modifications of God's purposes and
means observable in His dealings with
families, tribes and nations.

In the classical tradition the spirit

of Socrates became incarnate. It was
ethically earnest, bold, and curious.

Truth was considered to be of su-

preme worth and the quest of it the

highest human pursuit Emancipation
irom prejudice, dogmas, superstition

...nd mere expediency was essential to

this quest. The Greek academic ideal

rtressed order, balance, moderation,
physical fitness, and moral earnest-

ness. Friendly discussion was regard-

ed as invaluable as a method of

learning.

As regards education, the Christian

tradition gathered around the Teacher

of Nazareth and his school for train-

ing disciples. Skill in serving God
was the main objective. The dignity

and importance of each individual in

God's sight was a major premise.

Man was not made for the Sa'obath,

but the Sabbath was made for man.
Freedom was placed high on the scale

of values, but it was linked with
stewardship of time and talents.

Pursuit of the truth was essential to

deserved freedom. "The truth shall

make you free," declared the Galilean

Teacher.

Is it not difficult to review this

analysis of our academic heritage

without feeling the pressure of the

hand of Providence? The manner in

which these diverse streams of life

have become fused and focused in

Kuch academic implementations as the

curriculum, honor system, campus
religious services and faculty mem-
bers motivated by a sense of divine

mission, can scarcely be explained by
mere chance. In any case, the un-

measured resources of these tradi-

tions suggest the directing principles

of our academic efforts. And one
thing is crystal clear; the religious

emphasis is part and parcel of the

total educating process.

But most of this has been rather
general and philosophical. How does

the college propose to bring about
this religious orientation in the edu-

cating process of its students? In

answer to this question, a few sug-

gestions may be in order.

1. Let us observe first of all that

Ihe basic religious orientation of our
Western heritage of which we have
been thinking generally is specific-

ally expressed in all the various areas

of academic interest, science, math,
music, literature, and the social

sciences. It does not have to be
brought into the picture. Our so-called

secular education is actually a fabri-

cation. It has been arrived at through
a process of abstraction and speciali-

zation. Certain elements from the
academic whole such as science and
mathematics have been isolated from
context and developed as specialties.

This has led many to suppose that
these specialties have an independent
status which requires them to have

nothing to do with the other elements

of our intellectual and cultural heri-

tage. Distinctions and divisions made
for purposes of convenience and
clarity have come to be looked upon
as complete breaks in the academic
whole. Mathematicians forget that
Pythagoras and his associates in

mathematics constituted a religious

society, that in Plato's Academy math
was pursued as one agency to sharpen
ethical judgment, that for Descantes
mathematics represented one of the
specific patterns of the Divine econ-
omy. Spinoza's "Ethic Demonstrated
in a Geometrical Mannsr," represents
perhaps the highest monument to
man's quest for a sure knowledge of
God. Are we justified in assuming
then that the mathematics used in
engineering today is unrelated to this
orientation in religion? What would
happen to the story of modern science
if you went through and removed all
the basic religious motivation-elimi-
nated the work of all men who were
impelled by a passion to liberate the
human spirit, serve their fellowmen
and their Creator? Even the utilita-
rian emphasis so evident in science
today has its roots in the Utopian
hopes of sixteenth, seventeenth and
eighteenth century reformers.

Wise men in University circles have
become alarmed at the sterilizing
effects of the fragmentation and
stratification of the University pro-
gram. And well they may be alarmed.
When the branches of learning
become so far removed from the main
trunk of our Western tradition that
they appear to be entirely unrelated,
how can there be any real unity?
In reality, events are related: if they
appear not to be, there is something
fundamentally wrong with the way
they are conceived and presented. The
content of our teaching is not a
series of hanging gardens cultivated
and delighted in by specialists, but
an organic whole divided for conven-
ience sake into various related
branches.

Continued Next Week

Gypsies call themselves Roms,
which is perhaps the oldest word for
men. Their language, whatever dia-
lect they can borrow from the country
in which they travel, is largely de-
rived from Hindu roots, and their
appearance and many of their folk-

v/ays and customs are Hindu. Among
themselves they invariably speak
Romney, and though very few of

them have ever learned to read and
write, they have a tremendous
memory for their ancient folk songs.
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Orphanage Children Share In Church

House Mother Speaks
J. G. TRUITT, Supt.

In connection with our every-mem-
ber canvass in our local church the

Orphanage was honored to have Mrs.

Alvertine Privitt, housemother at the

FJaby Home, to make a brief talk from
the pulpit on the theme of giving of

cur time, our talents and our treasure

to the Lord. The speech was good.

Many people thanked her for it. And
a number of people have spoken to

me since in very flattering terms of

the talk she made. This made us all

happy. But the real joy which comes
to us is that she practices what she

preaches, and that the boys and girls

have a talented, conscientious, kindly

Christian housemother to help them
at all times.

Speaking of our local church we
are also happy because a large num-
ber of our boys and girls are in the

junior choir along with the boys and
girls of our town. This is a fine choir,

v/ith their weekly rehearsals and their

occasional opportunity to sing in the

church. It gives the boys and girls

excellent training. The church furn-

ishes them, through their women's
organizations, their beautiful choir

robes.

The children of the Orphanage
attend Sunday School and church
every Sunday. They take part in the

evening programs of the Jr. High and
Sr. High Pilgrim Fellowship. Some-
times they are not as "good as little

MOM'S TRANSLATION
There is a story about four clergy-

men who were discussing the merits

of the various translations of the

Bible. One liked the King James Ver-

sion best because of its simple,

beautiful English.

Another liked the American Re-
vised Version best because it is more
literal and comes nearer the original

Hebrew and Greek.

Still another liked Moffatt's trans-

lation best because of its up-to-date

vocabulary.

The fourth minister was silent.

When asked to express his opinion,

he replied, "I like my mother's trans-

lation best."

The other three expressed surprise.

They did not know that his mother
hyd translated the Bible. "Yes, she

did," he replied. "She translated it

into life, and it was the most con-

vincing translation I ever saw."

angels" but mostly they make us
very proud of them. I am hoping some
of our boys and girls will become
ministers and workers in the church
m the years to come. We shall be so
glad if this home, supported by the
church, reaps such a reward. And we
all know that there is a scarcity of

young people entering the lifetime

service of the church.

If a child at the Orphanage writes
you for clothes or money please rest

assured that such is not authorized,

and cooperate with us by discourag-

ing it. We shall consider this a great
favor in our efforts to train our chil-

dren what is right and what is wrong.
Now let me thank you for your

making it possible for me to make
a good report this week. We need
very much your encouragement, your
visits and your prayers in the work
we are seeking to do for you here.

REPORT FOR SEPTEMBER 19, 1956

SUNDAY SCHOOLS MONTHLY OFFERINGS

Amount brought forward $13,629.57

Eastern North Carolina Conference
Hayes Chapel $ 40.00

New Elam 11.00 $ 51.00

Eastern Virginia Conference
Eure 10.00

Franklin 57.00

Holy Neck 15.00

Newport News, S.S. 10.69

Norfolk, Bay View, S.S 9.33

Portsmouth, First 41.50

Union (Surry), S.S. 24.00 167.52

North Carolina and Virginia Conference
Burlington, First 215.67

Mt. Zion, S.S 12.00

Shallow Ford 22.00

Lynchburg 11.75 261.42

Western North Carolina Conference
Pleasant Union 37.75 37.75

Total $ 517.69

Grand Total $14,147.26

SPECIAL OFFERINGS
Amount brought forward $22,669.25

The Young Adult Class, Bayside Church
(Aug. and Sept. special offerings) $11.90

Ladies' Bible Class, First Cong. Christian

Church, Henderson, N. C 25.00

Woman's Christian Fellowship, First Cong. Christian

Church, Hendersonville, N. C 5.00

Mi.ss Edith Brannock, Elon College, N. C 3.00

Mrs. Brinson Rouse, Burlington, N. C 3.00

O'Kelley Bible Class, First Cong. Christian

Church, Greensboro, N. C. 50.00

Golden Anniversary Gifts:

Mrs. A. L. Lockwood, Anderson, S. C 10.00

Baldwin-Garrett Co., Greensboro, N. C 10.00

W. L. Dorsett, Burlington, N. C 25.00

Dr. H. S. Hardcastle, Chuckatuck, Va. 10.00

In Memory of Mrs. R. L. Caviness 5.00

Special Gifts 52.00

Total $ 209.90

Grand Total $22,879.15

Total for the Week $ 727.59

Total for the Year $37,026.41
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BOOK REVIEW
ELBERT RUSSELL, QUAKER: An
Autobiography. 375 pp. Jackson,

Tennessee: Friendly Press. $5.

Review by Carl Herman Voss

To have known Elbert Russell was
to know something of the genius that

informs the Society of PYiends. His
ways were those of a Friend, gentle

and courteous and kind. His words
were those of a Friend, soft-spoken

and irenic and conciliatory. What
then could be more appropriate for

our children and children's children

than to know him by an autobiog-

3'aphy, Elbert Russell, Quaker, pub-

lished by a printing house of Jackson,

Tennessee, known as the Friendly

Press ?

These several hundred pages are

illumined by the Inner Light which
is one of the most precious gifts

Quakerism has brought to the altars

of the Protestant faith. Just as the

strong yet placid countenance of

Elbert Russell had a luminous quality

that gave it such a benign and peace-

ful mien, so within the man there was
a Source of the Spirit which lent

radiance to all he did and said and
wrote. And he did do and say and
write much in his fourscore years,

so much in fact that sixteen chapters

and several appendices give only a

partial picture of the richness of his

contributions as a teacher, adminis-

trator, author, scholar, preacher and

I

parent.

It is his role as a Friend that marks
rhe major motif in these reminis-

cences. His membership in and leader-
' ship of the Society of Friends make

I

his life most meaningful to the many
ji
thousands who would this day and in

years to come rise up and call him
li blessed. He recalls his childhood in

|j

e. strict Quaker home in East Tennes-

\
see. He tells of his early religious

;i doubts and convictions, his difficul-

ties as both a professor and a "gover-
nor" at Earlham College, and his

• perplexities amid theological contro-

j

versies and heresy accusations. And
, then he relates how he was asked by
J the Friends not only to bring the
healing message of the Service Com-
mittee to European universities and

* Quaker Centers overseas but also to
' be a conciliator among dissident

groups of Quakers in this country.

,

And always the Inner Light brought

j

any darkness to naught. Like another
'! leader of his people, descending from

I

Mount Sinai's burning bush and put-

I September 25, 195^

ting the forces of evil to rout, "he
wist not that his face shone."

Some portions of the book are

delightedly ingenuous and even naive

as Elbert Russell expresses his sheer

joy at being privileged to have a

stake in this adventure called "life."

And similarly he shares the happiness
that was his when ho made discover-

ies of his own in reading or traveling

or understanding human nature,

whether in Europe or Asia, the Near
or Middle East.

Parts of these reflections have a
staid dignity about them because he
modestly, yet immovably describes

the significant part he played in

enterprises as diverse as going on a

peace mission to Central America or

serving as a delegate in the great

meetings of the World Council of

Churches at Oxford and Edinburgh
or writing the scholarly, definitive

History of Quakerism.

Still other sections tend to be
prosaic, often really tedious in detail;

and the reader begins to wish the

editors had been more rigorous and
even ruthless in excising family
annals and symptoms of his illnesses

through the decades. But then this

was Elbert Russell, the Elbert Russell

one might meet on the State Capitol

grounds in Raleigh or on Main Street

in Durham or on the campus at

Chapel Hill and with whom one
would have converse in quiet, kindly
fashion. Often I found myself bogged
down in these pages amid the Russell
relationship, or the intricacies of

Quakerdom's spiritual empire, or the
minutiae of the academic world; yet
I reproached myself, for here was our
beloved Friend being a friend.

Of special interest to people in

the Raleigh-Durham-Chapel Hill area
is Dean Russell's description of his

years as head of the Divinity School
at Duke University. As a former
minister of the United Church (Con-
gregational-Christian-Friends) of Ral-
eigh, N. C, I was happy to read again
of the accomplishments and the as-

pirations of the man who, with his

beloved wife, Lieuetta Cox Russell,

joined the church and often shared
his thought from the pulpit in ser-

mons of exceptional quality. And
many friends and colleagues of yes-

teryear will enjoy reading "The Last
Decade, 1941-1951," written in res-

trained and humble eloquence by his

son. Dr. Josiah Cox Russell, Profes-
sor of Medieva.l History, University
of New Mexico.

Some careless proof-reading, the
failure to change tenses in quoting

from dairies and letters, and a lack

of footnotes and first names are

drawbacks one quickly forgives, for

in these charming pages Elbert Rus-
sell lives again. The immortality in

which he believed so firmly is now
his!

GOD IS EVERYWHERE

One Sunday morning an instructor

in a theological school was sharing
a seat with a small boy, on a shuttle

train, says the Philadelphia Bulletin.

The boy was holding a Sunday school

lesson leaflet.

"Do you go to Sunday school, my
boy?" asked the man in a friendly

way.

"Yes, sir."

"Tell me, my boy," continued the
man, thinking to have some fun with
tht lad, "tell me where God is, and
I'll give you an apple."

The boy looked up sharply at the
man and promptly replied, "I will

give you a whole box of apples, if

you will tell me where He is not."

A NEW BIBLE FOR THE BLIND
OF JAPAN

On August 6, 1956 there was a
large service at the Ginza Church in

downtown Tokyo, as both sighted and
blind jiersons came to celebrate the
completion of the New Japanese
Kogotai (colloquial) Braille Bible for
the blind of Japan. This Bible is in

32 volumes requiring five feet of

thelf space. The Old Testament is in

24 volumes and the New Testament
in 8. As the new edition is in the
language which all the people of
Japan can easily understand, it will

be widely welcomed by finger-tip

readers wherever Japanese is spoken.
There are 140,000 blind persons in

Japan. .

HORSEPOWER WANTED
When Henry Ward Beecher ex-

pressed his admiration for a horse
he was hiring, the liveryman respond-
ed enthusiastically. "Ile'U work any
place you put him and do all that any
horse can do."

Beecher regarded the horse with
greater admiration than before and
said wistfully, "I wish he were a
member of my church! How we need
workers like him!"

1^



FAMILY VISITATION -

The scene above from our Greens-

boro, North Carolina, church is being

duplicated in thousands of American
church families about this time of

year.

Trained canvassers visit all the

homes of the church to talk with

the members and friends concerning

what the local church is undertaking

to do, how its influence can reach

across our world with Christian help-

fulness, and to solicit the enthusiastic

support of all the people in this Chris-

tian world enterprise. No, the visit is

not just to secure pledges so the bills

of the church can be paid. It is not

u team of beggars that go out to get

money.

Visitors who are properly prepared,

who themselves are vitally interested

in what the Church undertakes, and
who are eager for all to find the joy

iliat comes by being Christian stew-

BACKBONE O" CHURCH

ards, go as evangelists bearing Good
News concerning the kingdom of God
on earth. They invite others to share
with them the greatest joys of human
beings — the joy of doing God's
work.

Invitations are given to all mem-
bers of the family to give themsfiives,

first. They are to invest their time
in the work of the church. They are

to enter the fellowship of good people

and to try to please the divine Father.

They are to share Christian fellow-

ship. And they are to divide their

income so that the work of the church
can bs sustained and move forward.

It is not strange, therefore, that

millions of people anxiously await the

coming of the visitors from their

church, and that the pledges to the

church probably add up to the larg-

est group of pledges for any institu-

tion in our nation.
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INTERNATIONAL COMMUNtON
Shown above is the Reverend W. J. Andes, minister

of our church at Elon College, and a group of interna-

tional students at the communion table in the college

church. From left to right they are Ay\r. Andes, Louis

Wilkins of Lennig, Virginia; Douglas Albert of Lehore,

Pakistan; Fariborz Badakhsh of Tehran, Iran; and Luis

Calvimontes of LaPaz, Bolivia.

They remind us that on next Sunday people from
many nations around our world will partake of the

Communion. Everyone who can do so will surely wish

to join in this international friendship circle that will

gather about the communion table in remembrance of

our blessed Lord whose body was broken and whose
blood was shed for the remission of our sins.

The cups and tankard shown in the picture are part

of a pewter communion service used in the Congrega-
tional church at Marshfield, Vermont, something like 100
years ago. Previous to that it was used in a Congrega-

tional church in Connecticut.



Here And There Among The Churches
EARLY COMMUNION usually ob-

served by our Tryon church at nine

o'clock each first Sunday morning
will be changed to the regular morn-
ing worship service for World-Wide
Communion next Sunday. The Rev.

Orville H. White is the minister of

This church of 327 members located

in one of North Carolina's beauty
spots.

"FINANCING OUR FAITH" was
Ihe topic used by Rev. W. E. Wisse-
man in our First Church, Greensboro,

as he prepared his people for the

Every Member Canvass. Elsewhere is

printed "The Prayer of a Canvasser"
which was on their bulletin for that

same Sunday.

OFFICERS INSTALLED in the

Haw River Women's Society recently

by Mrs. F. C. Lester, president of

the Southern Convention women, in-

cluded Mrs. Charles Coch, president;

Mrs. Y. C. Williams vice president;

Mrs. Jesse Coble, secretary; Mrs. W.
E. Vinson, treasurer; Mrs. J. C. Wil-

kins assistant secretary and treasur-

er; and Mrs. E. N. Byrd and Miss
Ruth Williams circle leaders.

LAYMEN'S FELLOWSHIP of the

Eastern N. C. Conference will hold
its quarterly meeting at 7:15 o'clock

Tuesday evening October 9, at Shal-

low Well church near Sanford. Reser-
vations should be sent to J. W. Camp-
bell, Jr., Route 7, Sanford, North
Carolina, not later than October 4,

says Carl Key, secretary.

OUR ORPHANAGE TRUSTEES
were in session Wednesday of last

week in what is reported to have been
r. very fine meeting. Good reports

were received, and plans for the

luture development of the Orphanage
were made. It is suspected that the

trustees were pleased that their super-

intendent is the president of the

North Carolina Association of Child

Caring Institutions. "Dr. John G.

Truitt, President" appears on the front

page of their publication called

NEWS-n-VIEWS.

AT PALM STREET Greensboro
recently there were 125 people in Sun-
day school and 134 at morning ser-

vice. Is that the way attendance is

in your Sunday school and church?
It is reported, and sometimes believed,

that a great many people who go to

Sunday school do not attend church.

z

A REVIVAL is in progress this

week at Haw River with the Rev. W.
J. Andes of Elon College doing the

preaching. Rev. H. V. Harmon is

pastor.

THE CHURCH HISTORY ROOM
iJ:. Elon is making some progress.

Books and magazines are gradually

finding their places on shelves.

Announcement should be made soon
of an opening at which time those

interested will be welcomed to see

what has been done and what is con-

templated. It is already discovered

that copies of THE CHrIsTIAN SUN
earlier than 1900 will be needed, and
some after that date. Copies sent in

will be placed on file for interested

readers and preserved for future

generations.

WOMAN'S CONFERENCES are in

session this week — North Carolina

at Reidsville Tuesday, Eastern Vir-

ginia at Holland Thursday, and Valley

of Virginia at New Hope Friday. Mrs.

F. Gushing Foss of Rhode Island is

the featured speaker.

W E MAKE INTERNATIONAL
NEWS. The August issue of News
Service of the International Congre-
gational Council is an announcement
of the retirement of Dr. Stanley C.

Harrell and Mr. John T. Kernodle
trom their responsibilities with this

paper, and the return to the editor-

ship of F. C. Lester, "pastor of the

Asheboro church and historian of the

Southern Convention."

IN SOUTH INDIA the Rev. P.

Solomon has been elected Bishop of

the Dornakal Diocese and will be con-

secrated and installed in November.
He has been visiting churches in

England, Germany and the United
States this summer, says the Inter-

national Congregational Council News
Service.

DR. MAUDE ROYDEN (Mrs. W.
H. Shaw) died in London July 30 at

the age of 79. In 1917 she became
assistant to Dr. Fort Newton at the

City Temple, the great Congregation-
al church in London. From 1923-1936
she served in Guildhouse.

PILGRIM FELLOWSHIP of the

North Carolina and Virginia Confer-

ence is to meet at Beverly Hills

church in Burlington at 2:30 P. M.,

October 14, says Mildred Murray. All

young people in that Conference are

iirgently invited.

SPECIAL OBSERVANCES will

commemorate the Anniversary of the

Consecration of the Church building

and fixtures at Center Church, South
Boston, Virginia, on Sunday, October
7. Plans are made for a morning and
an afternoon service, with picnic

lunch served to all present. The music
committee, with A. H. Brown, Chair-

man, will have charge of the after-

noon service.

A cordial welcome is extended to

all.
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COMMITTEE ON THE MINISTRY
of the North Carolina and Virginia

Conference will meet at Elon College

October 8 at 2:00 P. M. according to

its Chairman, David W. Shepherd.

Since this is to be the last meeting
before Conference, it is requested that

all members of the Biblical Class and
Licentiates, and others interested,

attend. The meeting will be on the

second floor of the Library.

THE CHURCH PAPER going into

sll the homes of the church people

if the best way yet found to develop

an informed, and enthusiastic church.

Those churches that have tried it

find that it pays. Why not try it in

your church?

CONFERENCE APPORTION-
MENTS are the life blood of the work
of our churches outside the local

church. If they are not paid in full

the Church becomes weak, anemic,

and unable to perform its duties.

Keep the blood flowing freely.

THE PRAYER OF A CANVASSER

God, I am about to go out to visit

the people of my church. I am going
to ask them to give more of their

money and more of themselves for

Christ and the Church.

Help me to say the right thing so

that they will see clearly the great

work this church has to do with the

])oys and girls, young people, men and
v/omen of this community.

Go before me, Lord, and put the

right spirit in their hearts. Go with
me, Lord, that I may put words in

their minds.

Forgive me. Lord, for not living up
to the high demands of my religion

in the past. Help me in the days ahead
to be an example of what I am talk-

ing about on Canvass Sunday.

Finally, Lord, be with our mission-

aries, our representatives, who do
their difficult work for us in the

spirit of Christ. May our sacrifices

equal theirs. In Jesus' name. Amen.

NOTICE

The Home Missions Committee of

the Eastern Virginia Conference of
i he Congregational Christian Church-
es will meet at four o'clock P. M.
on Wednesday, October 10, 1956, in

Room 207, National Bank of Suffolk
Building, Suffolk, Virginia.

All persons or organizations having
matters to claim the attention of this

Committee, are asked to present them
at this meeting.

Mills E. Godwin, Jr., Chairman,
Home Missions Committee of the
Eastern Virginia Conference.

Salt is a symbol of the greatest

triendliness. The Old Testament
makes mention of the covenant of

salt. This was the joint partaking of

salt by two parties which bound them
indissolubly together. Throughout
the East this custom is general.

One Hundred Years Ago
IN THE CHRISTIAN SUN 1856

GRAMMER IN RHYME
We advise every little grammarian

just entered on Murray, Brown or any
of the thousand grammars in use, to

committ to memory the following

easy lines, and then they never need
to mistake a part of speech:

1. Three little words you often see

Are articles — a, an, and the.

2. A Noun's the name of anything.

As school, or garden, or hoop or

swing.

3. Adjectives tell the kind of Noun,
As great, small, pretty, white or

brown.
4. Instead of Nouns the pronouns

stand —
Her head, his face, your arm, my

hand.
5. Verbs tell something being done —
To read, count, jump, or run.

6. How things are done the Adverbs
tell

As slowly, quickly, ill or well.

7. Conjunctions join the words to-

gether —
As men and women, wind or

weather.
8. The preposition stands before
A Noun, as in or through a door.

9. The Interjection shows surprise,

As oh! how pretty; ah! how wise.

The whole are called Nine parts of

Speech Which Reading, Writing,
Speaking, teach.

All who wish to discontinue the

paper, are again reminded, that all

arrearages must be paid up, before a

discontinuance can be granted. After

the timely notice given, we hope there

are but few more, who intend to salute

us with the unwelcome sound discon-

< inue.

The British Government, has pre-

sented through G. P. R. James, Consul
at Norfolk, L200 (about$1000) to the

widows and orphans, of those who
died of Yellow Fever in Norfolk and
Portsmouth.

We are daily receiving, encouraging
letters from our patrons, from every

f-ection. A large list of new subscrib-

ers, are promised. If the suggestions

of "Guillaume" which appeared in the

1st No. of the present Volume, are

adopted, and carried out fully, we
fhall issue our first No. in Jime, with
a largely increased list of subscribers.

Only four weeks brethren. No time to

lose. Now success is in reach of us,

l.he SUN may be permanently estab-

lished if all its friends will exert

themselves. Try, and let us see what
can be done, in four weeks.

New England Christian Convention
and Sabbath School Association met
recently at Haverhill, Mass. The

attendance was large and much busi-

ness was transacted.

Elder S. S. Kimball writes in the
Herald and Messenger, that the Chris-

tian cause is gaining ground in North-
ern Illinois. Many of the churches are
enjoying precious revivals, and the

cause of liberal Christianity is advanc-
ing. Two new chapels have been
recently erected and one new church
organized.

The news from Kansas continues to

be alarming. Bloodshed and riot is

still prevailing. The proslavery men
seem to be carrying the day.

The Democratic Convention, which
met at Cincinnati nominated James
Buchanan of Pennsylvania, and J. C.

Breckenridge of Kentucky for the

Presidency and the Vice Presidency of

the United States.

NOTE: Spelling and punctuation

are copied, not corrected. Ed.

GARDENING FOR LADIES
Make up your beds early in the

morning; sew buttons on your hus-

band's shirt; do not rake up any
grievances; protect the young and
tender branches of your family

;
plant

a smile of good nature in your face

and carefully root out all angry feel-

ings; and expect a good crop of

happiness.

THE SUN — 1859
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EDSTORIALS

Public Prayer

Prayer in public is an art. There are those who
understand its rules, and many who say words

to little purpose.

Some leaders of public worship gather written

prayers from across the centuries. They find an

abundance of material, much of which is well

written, and suitable to all occasions. In it they

delight, and through it they make their petitions

and offer their penitence and praise.

Others think that written prayers bind one to

words when he should be free in spirit. Not long

since one of these free prayers shocked me when
the words were almost exactly those used fifty

years ago in a similar situation. All these years

these free prayers have been passed along by

word of mouth and are unconsciously repeated

by those who want to be free to talk with the Lord

in their own words.

Public prayer is intended to voice the needs

and the mood of the company as it approaches

the Almighty. It should be sufficiently specific

so that if there is an answer the people will get

what they need. It should be understandable to

those who listen or else it is not their prayer at

all. The best public prayers are those which

express the deepest and most immediate needs

of the people present.

Beauty of language is certainly no disadvantage

unless its sheer beauty or the struggle for words

become too obvious. Then those who are sup-

posed to be worshipping get lost in a mirage of

words. Variety of expression is a joy to those

who listen, and perhaps to Him who gives the

ability to speak. Choice of words makes possible

a sense of reality that cannot be found in saying

the same thing in the same way time after time.

Some ministers and other leaders of public

worship spend much time in the preparation of

sermon or address, but little or no time on the

preparation of the prayer, or preparation to pray.

It is easy for the audience to recognize the differ-

ence. In the prepared part the speaker addresses

an audience, and in the prayer he addresses the

Almighty. For one he is prepared, for the other

he has given no thought. It would seem wiser

to reverse the order and prepare the prayer.

After long years of leading public prayer,

listening to others do likewise, and giving serious

thought to the matter, it is the confirmed conclu-

sion of this preacher that the art of public prayer

lies in the recognition that one is talking to God.

There is no time to be wasted. The approach

4

must be reverent, and direct. Appreciation must

be sincere. Forgiveness of sins is not a matter to

be dragged in as an afterthought, but is a legiti-

mate desire when one comes into the presence of

the Holy One. Requests for aid should be asked

only if it is expected lhat an answer will be given,

an answer, to be sure, that may be quite different

from the things sought. The audience needs to

be forgotten except in the sense that they, too,

are near and ready for the moving of God's spirit

upon them.

When you pray, say "our Father," and mean it.

Holy Communion
The picture on our front page is a reminder

that next Sunday people of all nations and races

will share in Holy Communion. The picture was
made, by request, at Elon College where students

from many nations study.

As the earth turns on its axis Sunday and day-

light covers the earih, people of our own Con-
gregational Christian faith will doubtless use

every hour of the twenty-four for purposes of

communion. From the islands of the Pacific,

through Japan and China, India and Africa, across

Asia and Europe, and in every state of the Union
we will join in communion.

But a far larger group than ours will seek this

fellowship with the Father and his children. There
will be the Methodists and the Baptists, the

Lutherans and the Presbyterians, the Protestants

and Catholics, conservatives and liberals, and, one
might even say, saints and sinners, in the congre-

gation that no man can number gathered about
the communion tables in little meeting houses
and great cathedrals. The people will be of all

races and nations, colors and climes. Each in his

own way will seek the fellowship of the Father,

give thanks for the broken body and spilled blood
of God's Son, our Savior, and seek to find that

reconciliation of his own spirit for which Christ

died.
Jesus said: "As oft as you eat the bread and drink

of the cup, do it in remembrance of me."

Accept the ancient invitation:

"Dearly beloved, as we draw near the Lord's table,

let us earnestly consider our great need of having
our comfort and strength renewed in this our
earthly pilgrimage and warfare; and especially

how necessary it i.s that v^re come to the Lord's
table with knowledge, faith, repentence, love;

with hearts hungering and thirsting after him.
Let us, therefore, so come.

Ye that do truly and earnestly repent you of

your sins, and are in love and charity with your
neighbors, and intend to lead a new life, follow-

ing the commandments of God, and walking from
henceforth in his holy ways: draw near with faith

and take this holy sacrament to your comfort."

The Christian Sun



Newport News Is Spreading Its Sails
DR. DOLLAR BEGINNING AGAIN

A Roving Editor

After serving ten years at Elon the church, another third give

College and Liberty Spring, Dr. occasionally, and the remainder just

Jesse H. Dollar appears to be off to lorget the whole matter,

a good start on another tenure as Dr. Dollar showed how meeting the

pastor at Newport News, Virginia, budget of the local church would meet

Sunday, September 16, he had his the calls of the Conference, the Con-

sleeves rolled up (figuratively), and vention, the denominational and inter-

was hard at work in preparation for t'enommational bodies. Failure to

lhe Every Member Canvass which was meet the local budget cuts right

to be made the next Sunday. A study through activities of all the other

of the number of contributors of the organizations

church did not make him very happy. The Newport News church has a

He was trying to enlist the steward- minister of music, Mr. Jerry E. Low-

ship cooperation of the entire mem- ^er, a graduate of Elon, who appears

bership ^° doing a good job not only at

After giving the figures concerning ^he organ but also with the choir,

the number of contributors, the bud- By listening to congregational dis-

get of the church, he showed by a cussions at and after Sunday school

chart how all members are needed and church, by seeing what was being

for the support of the church. The done on that hot September Sunday,

chart showed one person standing by reading the church bulletins and

squarely under the church responsi- ^he News Letter that goes to the

bility, another off to one side with entire constituancy, it was the con-

a hand stretched out with occasional elusion of the roving editor that this

gifts, and a person standing on the church of 550 members is spreading

other side with hands in his pocket. its sails for an important voyage dur-

He never gives, or if he does it never ing the next few years across the

gets recorded. Only about one third of seas of life, and that it is preparing

the church members across the for whatever storms may arise in our

country do much for the support of revolutionary world.

Church Membership Exceeds ICC Million

Church members in the United

States for the first time in history

i:umber more than 100,000,000!

Church membership gains in the

past year again outstripped popula-

tion gains, continuing an upsurge that

goes back to World War II. There are

2.8 per cent church members as

against 1.8 per cent more people:

Other notable gains shown in the

new annual statistics on America's

religious life include:

Sunday school enrollments — up
3.4 per cent for a new total of nearly

39,000,000.

Local churches — a total of 305,449,

lepresenting an increase of 5,393 or

1.8 per cent.

Pastors with charges — 222,018, a

substantial gain of 8,051.

Per capita contributions .— $48.81

annually, up seven per cent.

The latest Yearbook of American
Churches published September 15 by
the National Council of Churches, also

fchows there are now 100,162,529

members of all faiths in the United

States. In the previous year the tolal

was 97,482,611.

Of the 100,000,000 plus with relig-

ious affiliation, 58,448,000 are Pro-

testant, 33,369, 000 are Roman Catho-

lic and 5,500,000 are Jewish. In

addition there are 2,386,000 members
of Eastern Orthodox Churches in this

country.

Translated into percentages, the

grand total shows that 60.9 per cent

of Americans belong to churches, the

highest percentage on record. By
comparison, it was 57 per cent in

J 950; 49 per cent in 1940 and 36 per

cent in 1900. One hundred years ago

less than 20 per cent of the American
population belonged to a church.

The data, covering the calendar

year of 1955 for the most part, shows
that the relative strength of Protes-

tant and Roman Catholic church

bodies remained virtually the same
during the year as it had over past

generations. Today 35.5 per cent of

Americans are members of Protestant

churches; 20.3 per cent are Roman
Catholic. In 1950 the percentage ratio

was 33.8 to 18.9; in 1940 it was 28.7

to 16.1. In the mid-1920's 27 per cent

of Americans were Protestant and 16
per cent Roman Catholics.

The different faiths have different

ways of defining a member. Protes-

tant churches generally count as

members only those who have attain-

ed full membership, and all but a

small minority of these are persons

13 years of age or over. The Roman
Catholic Church counts all baptized
persons, including infants. In the

Jewish faith members are defined as

all Jews in communities having con-
gregations.

"There is no doubt that the latest

information offers fresh statistical

evidence of increased interest in re-

ligion in the United States," says Dr.

Benson Y. Landis, editor of the Year-
book. "But figures alone cannot tell

how deep this interest goes or whether
the nation is actually undergoing a
spiritual reawakening. More members,
new churches, gains in contributions
— these are all good signs. But they
are not conclusive."

Statistical analj^ses in the new
Yearbook does indicate however that
the house of Protestantism is far from
as divided as it may seem. While the
great preponderance of the 258
church bodies reporting on member-
ship are Protestant, more than 85
per cent of the nation's 58,000,000
Protestants are on the church rolls

of nine general denominational famil-
ies and large denominations. These
are: the Baptists, Methodist, Presby-
terians, Lutherans, Episcopalians,

Congregational Christian, Disciples of

Christ, Church of Christ and Christ
Unity Science.

As for years past the largest

Protestant group is the Baptists, with
18,793,097 members in 27 Baptist
bodies. Second are the Methodists
v/ith 11,784,060 members in 22 groups
and third are the Lutherans with
7.059,593 members in 19 Lutheran
bodies.

The largest single Protestant
church body is the Methodist church
with 9,292,046 members. The South-
ern Baptist Convention is next with
8 467,439; and the National Baptist
Convention, U. S. A., Inc., is third

with 4,557,416 members.

The tabulation also shows that a
majority o f American Protestants
belong to church bodies which are

constituent members of the National
Council of Churches. Its 30 Protestant
and Eastern Orthodox church bodies

have a total of 36,719,798 members
in 144,362 local churches.
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Holy Zeal
IN SUPPORT OF OUR CHRISTIAN WORLD MISSION THEME

AS MUCH FOR OTHERS AS FOR OURSELVES
Text: The zeal of thive house hath eaten me up. John 2:17

The first miracle that John records

is Jesus making water into wine. It

is certainly an act of unselfishness —
an act of meeting the needs of others.

If we are to be true followers of our

Master, then we, too, must seek to

meet the needs of fellowmen. Not
only those of our own community,

but those beyond the reaches of our

hands — those across the world, even

behind the Iron Curtain. We need to

strive to make brothers of all peoples.

This is the purpose of our Christian

World Mission. This is why we have

chosen the theme AS MUCH FOR
OTHERS AS FOR OURSELVES.

After a few days, John says, Jesus

went to Capernaum, and from there

to Jerusalem. There he entered the

temple. To his surprise he found

things going on that should have been

done some place else. The temple was
built for the purpose of worship, but

other things were driving out the

true spirit of devotion to God. Jesus

calls the temple his father's house.

And so it was. It is his earthly habi-

tation, where his glory should have

shone, his name should be honored,

his worship devotedly observed, and

his people abundantly blessed. Holy

zeal ever feels God's relationship to

his house, and looks at and speaks

of it as the house of God and not of

men.

Jesus could not look at the temple

with indifference; but, feeling God to

be his father, and the temple his

lather's house, as a loving and dutiful

Son, he felt an absorbing interest in

its welfare. His father's house was
his own, and their interests and zeal

were identical. Holy zeal does not stop

with trifles, but is engaged with the

highest and momentous subjects —
the glory and honor of God, and the

purity and success of his cause on

earth.

Holy zeal can make men like Sham-
gar face an overwhelming majority

armed only with an ox-goad. Holy zeal

can cause a few men with ram's horns

in their hands to approach the walls

of Jericho with utmost confidence and

faith. Holy zeal will go forth against

the giant with a shepherd's sling —
it will face an angry mob with a

scourge of small cords. The intense-

ly earnest man is never in want of

suitable weapons.

On the other hand, holy zeal will

fire congregations with the desire for

better houses of worship, better

methods of study, better programs for

individual churches. Certainly this

should be. We must go forward ma-
terially and intellectually. We must
increase spiritually and worshipfully.

With the world so torn apart by
hatred and greed, we cannot afford
to slow up in our cause for Chris-

tian brotherhood. Peace will not be
realized through aggression and
atomic stock piles. Christian love can-

not be distributed through the use of

atomic powered submarines or jet

propelled planes. It must be realized

through our Christ-like concern for

our fellow human beings.

It may seem like a miracle to us to

A sermonette by Rev. Fred C.

Allred, pastor Kallam's Grove, Mt.

Bethel, and New Lebanon.

be able to do AS MUCH FOR
OTHERS AS FOR OURSELVES, but
is "the zeal of our own houses" to

eat away the spirit of God from our
hearts? I am sure that the suffering
people of our world would consider

it a miracle to have medical care, food,

shelter and the Christian Gospel
delivered to them through our Chris-

tian giving. Let us stop and take
account of ourselves. It is true that

lioly zeal is needed in taking care of

our own affairs, but it does not stop

any more with our local churches
than it did with Christ during His
ministry. He did not withhold his

concern from the world outside of

Jerusalem. He went himself, and also

gave the command to his disciples to

"Go ye into all the world." Our zeal

should make the concern of our hearts

Africa, India, and the uttermost parts

of the earth.

Surely, at this time of the year,

we are seeking to pay conference ap-

portionments. We want to go to con-

ference with a clean sheet! But have
you looked at this type of benevolence

through eyes of love, or is it through
eyes of duty? Is your conference ap-

portionment a "Bill" or is it an op-

portunity to put the Golden Rule into

action? Ours is not merely maintain-

ing our present status, but advance-

ment. Ours is not just holding on to

what we have, it is reaching out to

grasp other opportunities.

The only way that we can reach
out and advance it is through giving

of ourselves in Christian service. If

v/e will be honest with ourselves we
will confess that we can do more than
we have done in the past. If we will

be honest with ourselves we will con-

fess that our holy zeal is constantly
striving with us to be more liberal

in our giving. Let us support our
Christian World Mission by DOING
AS MUCH FOR OTHERS AS FOR
OURSELVES.

GOING TO BUILD?
Some gifted thinker, now unknown,

has written the following "Design
tor a Temple".

Preparation : Invite the Lord Christ
to lay the cornerstone. Excavate for
foundation by removing all doubt,
tear, and selfishness.

Construction: Erect a strong
framework of faith supported by
sturdy beams of deep devotion. Lay
stout flooring of sympathetic under-
standing. Lath with generosity, in-

sulate with enthusiasm, and plaster
with a sense of humor. Shingle the
roof with protective kindness, and
apply siding composed of high hope
and great expectation. Chink all

cracks and crevices with pleasant
memories and little family jokes.

Build in permanent fixtures of
honesty and integrity. Provide door-
ways wide enough for the heavy-
hearted and merry hearted to enter.

Plan plenty of windows to admit sun-
shine for the joy of living. Carefully
weatherstrip all openings with appre-
ciation.

Equip with plumbing adequate for
daily cleansing of the spirit. Install

heating apparatus guaranteed to

maintain a steady glow of friendly
warmth. Illuminate with shinning
radiance of smiles and tears, and ven-
tilate with an unlimited supply of

patience.

Adorn the walls with cheerful
courtesy and pave the hearth with
hospitality.

Cement the walk with humility and
surround the yard with a fence of

loyalty, enter through the gate of

gratitude.

Furnish throughout with love. In-

sure against all disaster by fervent
prayer for daily guidance. Walk right

in — the place is yours.
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Isle Of Wight Youth
Fellowship Is Active

ANN MUMFORD, REPORTER

The Vonl-h FeDowsliin of Isle of

Wia;ht, Christian Church wns newly
OT-s^anized in Sentember 1955 under
the leadershin of Mrs. S. Ray Turner
and Mrs. A. C. Dillon. This has been
a most interesting and inspirina: year
for us, and even though we have a

small membership, fifteen to be exact,

v/e feel that our accomplishments
have been many.

Every third Sunday in each month
Funday School is taken over by our
group. This has proven a wonderful
experience for us.

Most of us attended the conference

]'ally October 2, which was held at

Bethlehem. Programs from the packet
have been used and enjoyed at each
meeting. Our friendly Service gifts

were sent to the Indian Americans in

North and South Dakota. In January
we presented a mission program to

the ladies Fellowship. "Self-denial"

was practiced during the Lenten
period. This was a new experience for
each of us.

Our Junior Choir is composed of

the members of the Youth Fellowship
and at Christmas the two choirs of

our church presented a lovely candle-

light cantata under the leadership of

Mrs. Mary Darden, choir director.

Since Christmas the Junior Choir
director has been Mrs. Edwin Ed-
wards and a cantata was presented by
the Youth Fellowship under her
leadership during the month of Aug-
ust. Members of our choir have given
her the finest cooperation and we feel

that our worship services have been
enriched by the organ and choral
numbers throughout the year.

One of our greatest contributions
was toward the purchasing of a new
Hammond organ which is now in-

stalled and in use every Sunday.
Frances Turner, a member of our
youth fellowship, is now the organist
for our church.

A Christmas party was held at our
December meeting, after which we
went caroling in the homes of our
community, especially the shut-ins.

Most of our members attended
Vacation Bible School a week in June
and seven of our members attended
Camp Moonelon for a week. Here we
enjoyed crafts, swimming, stunt

night, and worship services each day.

Our Conference Apportionment has
been paid or will have been by the

time this news is printed. Our year's

work was celebrated with a picnic for

all the members and their families.

Now that vacation time is over, we
pray that God's blessings will con-

tinue upon us that we may share the

same fellowship in doing the Lord's
work in the coming year.

Report On
Faith Commission

National Pilgrim Fellowship

Louis Wilkins

Since we were allowed to attend the

workshop of our choice, at the Nation-
al Council of P. F., I went to the

Faith Workshop.

Having met the first day in a
group of ninety-seven, we broke up
into sub-groups of eight and nine

the second day, and here we really

got down to the finer points of the

Faith Commission.

First, we tried to define faith, what
i1 meant to us individually. We agreed
that it should be divided into two
separate divisions: (1) the beliefs we

Date
October 7 3:(

October 14 2:.

October 21 2:1

hold as members of a distinct denom-
ination, and (2) a feeling of confi-

dence and trust. I think we not only

have this feeling of confidence and
trust in God and Jesus, but we also

have it in prayer, the Bible, ourselves,

our fcllow-man, and in our future.

We cannot really be sure that we
have a faith until it is put to a test.

Most of us think that we do, but can
we be sure? We should have an open
minded faith, reaching out to the

universe with a quest. If we have this

kind, we can be sure that we shall

find many tests which should

Btrengthen and solidify our faith,

lather than weaken it.

Worshiping God is a feeling, as are

many things that mean a great deal

to us, such as love, beauty, and hap-

piness. When we truly worship God,

we cannot put our hands on God and
say, "Here He is," but we are con-

fident that He is present.

How is our faith in God justified?

What proofs have we? First, we have

the testimonies given in the holy

scriptures; second, we have the feel-

ing that God is always present in our

lives; third, the lives of certain

individuals; and fourth, we have

answered prayer.

Most of us are vitally interested

in means of strengthening our faith.

Here are some ways that have helped

others:

1. Study of the Bible. Not just swift

reading with the intent to under-

stand, looking up in a dictionary or

encyclopedia the words or phrases

that baffle you.

2. Study other denominations and
faiths.

o.Talk to people who have a very

strong faith.

4. Study prayer. Try very hard to

understand the full meaning of

such phrases as: "In the name of

Jesus Christ," and "Thy will be

done."

&. Study the life of Jesus.

A. Parables

President

ing Carolyn Overby
Is Louis Wilkins

Bob Measamer

B. Resurrection

C. Study Christian symbols and
beliefs.

7. Study vocations — Christian and
non-Christian.

8. Spiritual Life Retreat. This is con-

cerned with individual spiritual

life and its development.

Recorded in another name—gopher
wood—Noah's Ark was constructed

Irom cypress.

PILGRIM FELLOWSHIP RALLIES

Time Conference Place

00 P.M. E. Virginia Liberty Spr
30 P.M. N. C. & Va. Beverly Hill

30 P.M. E. N. C. Eutaw
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Our Women Report
SHALLOW WELL WOMEN

PROGRESSING

Mrs. H. S. Clark

The Women's Fellowship of Shallow
Well church of Sanford held it's

general meeting at the church, Sep-

tember 17. The four circles each gave
a report of the year's work. This
year each circle has held regular

monthly meetings and four joint

meetings. Miss Pattie Lee Coghill held

our book review on home missions

"Indian Americans." Sanford and
Turner's Chapel met with uS. Our
Pastor's wife gave a Bible study on
the prophets of the Old Testament.

A number of different projects have
been carried out this year, the largest

of these being the remodeling and
repainting of our church kitchen.

Rummage sales, bake sales, and
several suppers have furnished the

funds for our work. Three life mem-
berships have been presented. One
was given to the oldest member of

the fellowship, Mrs. Georgiana Law-
rence, who is 91 years old. For many
years Mrs. Lawrence was a faithful

members of our Fellowship, but the

infirmities of age now keep her at

home. We thank God for her con-

secrated life. Mrs. Mamie Watson, our
oldest active member, received the
second membership. Although 70
years of age she is still able to attend
most of our meetings. We thank God
for her quiet, unassuming Christian
influence. The third membership was
given to a woman whom we all love

and respect for the faithful service
she has given to the church and Sun-
oay School. Mrs. Patsy Sloan was
for many years a teacher in our Sun-
day School. Many of the boys and
girls she taught are now the leaders
in our church. We thank God for her
life of devoted, unselfish service.

The officers for the coming year
were installed by Mrs. Annie Ruth
Millikin, using the candlelight instal-

lation service. Mrs. Lonnie Watson
was re-elected president. She did a
wonderful piece of work last year
and we are expecting even greater
rhings this year. Mrs. Bertha Thomas
was installed as vice-president, and
Mrs. Elsie Griffin as secretary-treas-
urer.

We are looking forward to a great
year among our women, and we seek
God's guidance that we may do His
will in all that we undertake.

MRS. ELLIS REPRESENTS
WOMEN

Mrs. J. R. Ellis of 36 Davie Circle,

Chapel Hill, N. C, represented the

N. C. Fellowship of Congregational

Christian Women at the fifth annual

Leadership Training Workshop in

Chapel Hill, July 23-26. She attended

classes on "Officer Training and Pro-

gram Planning," "World Affairs,"

and "Parliamentary Procedure."

At the annual business meeting of

the N. C. Council of Women's Organi-

zations on Thursday evening, Mrs.

Ellis was elected to the Executive

Board of that organization as a rep-

resentative of our women until 1956.

SEVEN NEIGHBORHOOD CIRCLES
ORGANIZED AT ROSEMONT

The Womens Fellowship of Rose-

mont Christian Church has recently

reorganized into neighborhood circles.

There are many new members and
quite a few have accepted offices. We
lire so enthusiastic with our seven

new circles that we feel we have a

wonderful missionary year ahead.

This past year we were unfortunate

in losing in death our much beloVed

president, Mrs. D. D. Johnston, under

whose leadership we made many
worthy accomplishments.

Our Fellowship gave six Life Mem-
berships and three Memorials as

follows: Life Memberships to Mrs.

Lynn Davis, Mrs. A. S. Morrison, Mrs.

C. C. Butler, Mrs. D. B. Rishel, Mrs.

J. A. Herrington and Mrs. Bessie

Trummel. Life Memorials to Mrs. D.

D. Johnston, Mrs. Gussie Hall and
Mrs. Mary Rowland.

Mrs. M. K. Hassell conducted two
World Day of Prayer services.

Thirteen pairs of pajamas were
given for our Friendly Service Quota.

We were happy to entertain at a

luncheon and all day meeting the

Eastern Virginia Women's Fellowship

Rally.

Mrs. J. F. Morgan so ably reviewed
The Home Mission Study Book, "With-
in Two Worlds."

Our pastor, the Rev. Melvin Dollar,

gave the Bible Study on the Prophets
at our evening church services.

We had several film strips on our
Indian Americans and sponsored 3.

full length film with our youth for an
evening church service.

Also we joined with our Youth
Fellowship in a Trick or Treat at

Halloween to secure money and cloth-

mg for our Friendly Service projects.

We are looking ahead to a very
successful year with our new R. E.
Director, Miss Wilma Quinley, td

guide us in our work.
— Besie M. Nothnagel, Secretary

SOUTHERN CONVENTION
INCREASES APPORTIONMENT

GIVING

Dr. Henry Smith Leiper, Minister

of the Mission Council of Congre-
gational Christian Churches, has just

released the record of Apportionment
Giving for all State Conferences from
January 10, 1956 — July 31, 1956.

The Southern Convention reported an
overall increase of $22,524 as com-
pared with the same period in 1955.

Only Southern California, Illinois and
Ohio had larger increases.

The largest portion of this increase

($17,700) was in our giving to Con-
vention causes. Moonelon received

$4,000 of this increase; Elon College,

$4,000 and Convention Home Missions

also received a substantial increase.

Our increases were as follows:

Convention Causes $17,700

Foreign Missions $2,607

Nat. Home Missions $1,798

Service Comm. $419

Total $22,524

Our increase precentage-wise as

compared with the average for all

State Conferences is as follows:

Southern Convention
Convention Causes 25%
Foreign Missions 22%
Nat. Home Missions 51%
Service Comm. 28%
Total 26%

AVERAGE
Convention Causes 12%
Foreign Missions 13%
Nat. Home Missions 7%
Service Comm. 6%
Total 10%

We note with thanksgiving this

increase and are impressed with the

fact that all items received a similar

percent of increase. We hope and pray

that our giving for causes outside our

own Convention would increase

several hundred percent in the near

future.
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Report Of N. C. Conference Treasurer
FOURTH QUARTER 1955-1956

SUSIE D. ALLEN, Treasurer.

Women's Societies

RECEIPTS

Albemarle $ 18.75

Amelia 6.00

Antioch (R) 2.50

Apple's Chapel 30.00

Asheboro 35.00

Auburn 5.50

Berea 10.00

Bethel 8.00

Bethlehem (A) 20.00

Bethlehem (W) 10.00

Beulah ... 6.00

Burlington-Beverly Hills .... 39.10

Burlington-First Church ... . 317.86

Burlington-Lakeview Com'ty 20.00

Carolina . . 10.00

Chapel Hill 20.00

Concord . 5.00

Damascus 23.00

Danville, Va.-Third Ave 12.00

Durham 68.60

Eion College Community 124.75

Ether 5.00

Fayettevillc-Etaw Com'ty .... 55.00

Fuller's Chapel 20.00

Gibsonville 25.00

Grace's Chapel 5.00

Greensboro-Calvary 23.00

Greensboro-First Church .... 286.00

Greensboro-Palm Street 64.50

Hank's Chapel:

Bertha Riddle Circle 9.00

Edith Thrift Circle 10.00

Happy Home 40.00

Haw River 12.50

Hebron, Virginia 10.00

Henderson 45.00

Hendersonville 14.00

High Point 6.25

Hines' Chapel 10.00

Hopedale 68.05

Hope Mills 5.00

Ingram, Virginia 31.00

Kallam's Grove 5.00

Lebanon 12.50

Liberty, Vance 70.00
Liberty, Virginia 12.00
Long's Chapel 25.00
Monticello 10.00

Moore's Union 12.50

Moorisville 14.40

Mount Auburn 20.00
Mount Bethel 15.00
Mount Pleasant 16.00

New Lebanon 45.00
Oak Level 4.00

Pfafftown 7.50

Pleasant Grove, N. C 27.00

Pleasant Grove, Virginia 25.97

Pleasnnt Hill 60 00

Pleasant Ridge (G) 12.00

Pope's Chapel 10.00

Raleigh 50.00

Ramseur 10.00

Rcidsville 10.00

Salem Chapel 55.00

f-'anford 83.35

Shallow Ford 30.00

Shallow Well 55.00

Sophia 17.50

South Boston, Va.-Center .... 12.50

Spoon's Chapel 6.25

Turner's Chapel 17.50

Union Ridge 35.00

Union, Virginia 20.00

Wake Chapel 60.00

Winston-Salem 30.00

Youngsville 12.50

2,444.83

Young People

Reidsville -. 15.00

Junior Societies

Apple's Chapel 16.39

Burlington-First Church 8.98

Damascus 2.00

Durham 12.40

Elon College 22.55

Greensboro-First Church .... 11.88

Henderson 9.00

Hines' Chapel 24.00

Ingram, Virginia 3.55

Union Ridge 5.00

Union Ridge-Children's Dept. 5.00

120.75

Cradle Roll

Apple's Chapel 18.93

Asheboro 7.04

Burlington-First Church ...... 25.61

Damascus 2.00

Durham 12.00

Elon College 120.00

Fayetteville-Eutaw Com'ty .. 5.75

Greensboro-First Church 11.88

Greensboro-Palm Street 20.42

Monticello 2.16

Pleasant Ridge (R) 3.61

Raleigh 10.00

Sanford 11.50

Turner's Chapel 5.00

Union Ridge 9.29

265.19
TOTAL RECEIPTS $2,845.77

DISBURSEMENTS

Christian Children's Fund (from
Elon College Cradle Roll ) 120.00

A. T. Allen & Co.—Three-year
Audit 3'5 00

Space in Annual 20 00
United Church Women-World
Day of Prayer 4 40

Literature Packets for District

Chairmen 1-1 00
Expense of Treas. for year . 46 91

Expense of Distri"t Chrm. 5.89

Expense of Friendly Service

Chairman 10.62

Expense of Delegate to

Leadership Training Sem. 6 75
Youth Fellowship 15 00

276.57

Mrs. J. D. Strader, Sr., Treasurer
Women's Fellowship of Southern
Convcntioi For:
Foreign Missions-Special Fd. 1,812.85

Foreign Missions-Special Fd. 50 00
Home Missions-Special Fund 14.00

Thank Offering 33,35
Life Memberships 510.00
Memorials 110 00
Rachanyapuram School 9.00

2 539 20
TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS $2,845.77

Respectfully submitted,

Susie D. Allen, Treasurer

Laugh

And Live
"Is your wife a club woman, Mike?"
"No sir. She's strictly a dish

thrower."

Mr. "Why does a woman say she's

been shopping when she doesn't buy
a thing?"

Mrs. "For the same reason a man
says he's been fishing."

When you make your job important,
it will return the favor.

Electrician: "Why all the bandages
on your hand, son? Cut yourself?"

Son: "Nope. I picked up a bee and
one end of it wasn't insulated."

What a terrific din there would
be if we made as much noise when
things go right as we do when they
go wrong!
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The Ten Commandments
Temperance

Memory Selection: Thou shalt have no other gods before me. Exodus 20:3.

T}ie Ten Commandments might well be called Ten Rules for Living. They
are the divinely-given basic principles of a sound and enduring society.

They are o^d, verv old, but they are not out-of-date. They have not been
repealed cither. To be sure Jesus interpreted them, but in doing so He made
them even more binding in human life. They still must be reckoned with,
and no man can play fast and loose with them and get by with it. Neither
can nations flaunt them. They are still the supreme laws of life in all their
relationships. There they stand, rooted in the structure of the universe
itself, blessing those who obey them, and breaking those who ignore or
disobey them.

Background Scripture: Exodus 20:1-21.

Devotional Reading: Psalm 19:7-14.

THE COIVIIVIANDMENTS

CONCERNING HUMAN-DIVINE
RELATIONSHIPS

God first, and only. "Thou shalt

have no other gods before me." As
John Ruskin wrote, "God will put up
with a great many things in the

human heart, but there is one thing

He will not put up with — second
place." The man who tries to put
God in second place is a short-sighted

inan. When Jesus was asked which
was the first and greatest command-
ment, He replied that a man was to

love God first, and then to love his

fellow-man as himself. Only as a man
puts God first can there be unity and
purpose and peace.

No imaqe of God. "Thou shalt not
make unto thee any graven image,
or any likeness of anything. . . thou
shalt not bow down to them, nor
serve them." This commandment was
especially pertinent to the Hebrews
who were going among people who
did have gods and who bowed down
and worshipped them. But it is also

pertinent to us in the Twentieth
Century. For men still are tempted
to make graven images, and to bow
down and worship them and serve

them. And ungravcn images for that

matter, pleasure, fame, position,

power, wealth, and so forth.

Reverence for God's name. "Thou
shalt not take the name of the Lord
thy God in vain." This applies, of

course, to the inane and filthy and
widespread use of profanity on the

part of men, and of all things, of

women. But it also applies to the

flippant and irreverent use of God's
name, the use of God's sacred name
tor unsacred purposes. God's name

is often taken in vain by people who
would not think of swearing.

REVERENCE FOR GOD'S DAY.
"Remember the Sabbath Day to keep
it holy." This commandment needs to

be interpreted in the light of the
v/ords of Jesus. "The Sabbath was
made for man, and not man for the
Sabbath Day." It is a day of rest,

but it is also a day of worship. It

was made for man; it is a gracious
gift of God's wisdom and love. It is

to be used for rest of body, stimu-
lation of mind, cultivation of fellow-

ship, and renewal of spirit. It should
be different from the other days of

the week. It is God's Day. It is God's
Gift.

Family life is sacred. "Honor thy
father and thy mother." Respect for

parents, for proper authority, is

basic to a sound society. This is, by
the way, the only commandment with
a promise: "that thy days may be
long upon the land which the Lord
thy God giveth thee." Family life is

sacred. It is the unit of society. There
i:s no substitute for the home, and
there is an urgency for the Christian
home.

Human Life is sacred. "Thou shalt

not kill." The literal meaning of the

v/ord "kill" is "murder". The basic

SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON

OCTOBER 14, 1956

By Rev. H. S. Hardcastle, D.D.

Pastor of Berea and Oakland

Congregational Christian

Churches, Chuckatuck, Va.

idea is that human life is sacred.

There is a dignity and a worth to it

because it is a gift of God, created

and given by him. Jesus enlarged

upon this commandment by saying

that if a man has the spirit of murder
cr hatred in his heart, he is guilty

of murder.

Closely related to both of the above
commandments is the commandment,
"Thou shalt not commit adultery."

For this vile and vulgar sin under-

mines both the sanctity of the home,

and violates human personality and
human life. Indeed Jesus said that a

breach of this commandment is the

basis for the dissolving of the ma.r-

riaere vow, for in itself it has already

broken the home. In the basic Ten
Rules for Living, it was inevitable

that God would surround home and
familv life with safeguards and sanc-

tity, for no stable and sound society

can be built apart from a sound, in-

violate respect for personality and
fidelity to the marriage vows.

Property is sacred. "Thou shalt not
steal." Just as a stable society

depends upon a proper regard or

respect for the personality of others,

just so does it depend on a proper
respect and regard for the property
of others. We have no right to take
from another that which belongs to

him, without his consent. And some-
times, by slick methods and talk, and
clever schemes, we steal even if we
do take his property with his consent.

And of course, like the other com-
mandments, this rule has wider im-
plications and applications. We can
steal by withholding an honest day's

work from our employer, by paying
our employees less than an honest
day's wage, by filing a false income
tax report, by padded expense
accounts. The commandment even
concerns the sanctity of human life,

lor a man can "steal" another's

reputation or good name by gossip,

or a whispering campaign. To be sure

human rights have precedence over
property rights. But property rights

must be respected in any stable, en-

during society.

Truth is sacred. "Thou shalt not
bear false witness against thy neigh-

bor." In one of his letters to his

Christian friends, Paul says that we
are not to lie, one to another, seeing

we are members one of another. "One
absolutely essential condition for a
well-ordered and lasting social order

is confidence in the spoken word

—

Human life cannot be built on lies. If

confidence in a man's word ever

Continued on Page 15
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Gifts That HelpHindus Dance To Rain God
Missionary Wife Works

MRS. FRANCIS RIGGS

As I write this, the local Hindus

are having their annual dance to the

rain god. I was right in the middle

of the childrens' school session when
they arrived at the edge of the pond

right next to the house. The drums

and dancing broke up school very

effectively, so I turned to letter-writ-

ing. The children are full of questions

about why the villagers sacrifice

If^mbs and dance and burn fires to

God and we don't! It keeps me hop-

ping to answer all their questions!

It is now the first week in Septem-

ber, and you at home are getting the

children ready for school, having just

finished your vacations. It is hard

for us to imagine that here, for we
are right in the middle of our school

year. The children had their vacation

in May, along with the Indian chil-

dren here in the village. That is our

hottest month, when sleeping and con-

centrating are most difficult. Now we
have cool breezes and very pleasant

weather.

This week I had the privilege of

going to the big city — for the first

time since we came down from Kodai

in May. It was stimulating, and fun

to see people, but I was not a bit

envious. The strain of keeping up

with the sophisticated, both physical-

ly and mentally, is not for me. Since

our newspaper comes about five days

late most of the time, I find the news
when I have time and not always the

same day we get the paper. So I

arrived in Madura about eight days

behind time on the Suez news.

The main purpose of my trip, tho',

was to buy a new bicycle, for our

work here. Ed had just lost his as-

sistant, who had been helping him
for the last year and a half. He had
his own bicycle; and when we left

we had to acquire a new worker, we
had to get another bicycle also. India

is now manufacturing her own cycles,

and I was ever so pleased to find

exactly what I wanted at a very
reasonable price. You can imagine

how glad I was to climb on the train

and head for home with my mission

accomplished. We leave the train at

Paramagudi, twenty miles from here.

Since I had the new cycle it meant
that I had to ride it that distance

home. But I was a mother, heading
home to her children. So I arrived

about an hour before Ed expected

me!

I have now started a sewing class

lor the women locally. I'm again

studying Tamil. Ed has me with him
m two of his weekly leprosy clinics.

All that, along with teaching Louis

and Joy, and trying to save some time

for Martha, seems to make for a

lather hectic life in our quiet little

village. I am enjoying getting ac-

quainted with our new pastor's wife.

She is my Tamil teacher, and we
work together in the sewing class.

She seems to be an unusually fine per-

son. It gives me a warm feeling to see

how much she cares for all the people,

regardless of religion, caste, or place

in life.

This is the thirteenth year of the

Worldwide Bible Reading program,

when people around the world join

in the daily reading of a similar pass-

age of Scripture that is suggested by

the American Bible Society in its

annual observance of this program.
The reading lists, of which more than
15,000,000 were distributed by the

Bible Society last year, are conven-

The theme for the program is

annually selected by representatives

of over 50 denominations and a poster

is designed to illustrate it. The artist

of the famous "Head of Christ" and
other religious paintings, Warner
Sallman, has produced the poster for

this year's theme, "The Bible Speaks
Today." Thousands of copies of the

poster will be produced in foreign

languages.

The program includes Universal

The 9,000th head of cattle to bo

shipped overseas by Heifer Project

sailed from New York last week. The
heifer was one of 63 animals shipped

for distribution to refugee farmers in

West Germany, by the inter-faith

organization. Since its formation 12

years ago Heifer Project has sent to

28 overseas countries a total of 9,051

heifers, 7,300 goats, 1,.300 pigs, 264,-

860 chicks, 287,000 hatching eggs,

449 sheep, 45 horses, 530 rabbits and
200 packages of bees. The organi-

zation acts as agency for the collect-

ion, shipment, and distribution of

livestock contributed by individuals,

church organizations and service clubs

of the U. S.

The Judas tree is so named because
tradition has it that Judas selected

that species on which to hang himself.

iently printed in the form of a book-
mark. They arc without note or com-
ment which means that a person of

any faith may follow them. This year,

lor the fifth" time, the Bible Society

will produce tho daily reading list in

Braille for sightless people.

The program has been endorsed by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower, who,
as Honorary Chairman of tho Nation-

al Sponsoring Committee, has said:

Bible Sunday, always the second Sun-
day in December, which this year falls

on December 9th. Dr. Eugene A. Nida,
secretary for Translations of the

American Bible Society, is author of

the brochure that is mailed, with
other appropriate materials, to Pro-
testant pastors throughout the
country. These packets will be mailed
to more than 183,000 pastors, more
than 12,000 more than in the previous

year.

Worldwide Bible Reading

Thanksgiving To Christmas

"The Bible is endorsed by the ages. Our civilization is built upon its

words.
"In no other book is there such a collection of inspired wisdom, reality

and hope. It describes the condition of man and the promise of man with
such power that, through many eras and generations, it has made the mighty
humble and has strengthened the weak.

"We are grateful to your great voluntary society for distributing the

Bible over the past one hundred forty years, without comment or interpreta-

tion, throughout the breadth of our land and across the seven seas. You
have written The Word upon the doorposts of the world.

"I am glad to receive again your list of suggested passages to read from
my Bible from Thanksgiving to Christmas."
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Banner Year At Elon College - 1956

Enrollment Climbing, Buildings Erected

L. E. SMITH, President

This is another banner year for Elon College. More progress is being
made than in any other single year except the one in which five fine buildings
were erected. Two new dormitories, a dining hall, and the renovation of

West Dormitory all indicate the material progress being made. Plans are
well under way for another dormitory for boys and it is expected that building

will begin within another five or six weeks.

The space for books in the Carlton
Memorial Library is simply over-run.

The Globe-Wernicke Company of

Cincinnati, Ohio, the company that

installed the stacks when the building

was erected, has been employed to

rdd a second floor and stacks during
the year. The company has already

begun work on drafting plans, etc.

The largest enrollment in the his-

tory of the college is recorded for

ihe winter quarter. The number is

1342. During the past two years the

increase was 200 annually. Increased

enrollment makes additional factilty

members necessary. Since last report

we have added two new members,
jind I am not sure when we will

have an adequate number to properly

instruct our students. I am pleased

to report that the financial condition

cf the college is sound, and is im-

proving, thanks to the many friends

of the school.

For the past twenty-five years we
have been in a continuous campaign
lor funds in an earnest effort to

improve the economic position of our

college. Definite progress has been

made. The net assets, including

capital improvements, invested funds

;ind endowment, have increased by
8100,000 annually for the past

twenty-five years.

In order to underwrite the obli-

gations incurred in the present ex-

pansion campaign, by vote of the

Routhern Convention authorizing it,

the college has employed The Nation-
a.l Ftmd Raising Service, Inc., of Fort
Worth, Texas, to direct a campaign
to raise a million dollars. Repre-
sentatives of the company are now
on the campus planning the campaign.

October 15 is to be Founders Day.
The program begins at ten o'clock

that morning with messages from Mr.
James Darden, President of the

alumni association. Dr. W. T. Scott,

superintendent of the Sotitliern Con-
vention, and representatives of the

young people and good women. At
eleven o'clock the Honorable Luther

Hodges, Governor of North Carolina,

will speak. At noon a picnic dinner
will be served on the campus to all

visitors. In the afternoon guests will

be invited to inspect the new build-

ings. A very cordial invitation is

extended to all our church people,

and we are hopeful that every church
in the Convention will be represented.

Elon College faces the future with
p magnificent record of achievements
behind it and with unlimited oppor-

tunities before it. Its progressive pro-

gram of Christian Education chal-

lenges the community and the

churches to greater support. Our
program of service must not diminish,

but constantly increase in every re-

spect. This calls for the cooperation

of all groups and individuals.

NEW SYSTEM OF PRACTICE
TEACHING

Plans for the inauguration of the

cadet system of practice teaching for

Elon College students were laid at

a dinner meeting held in the banqtiet

hall of McEwen Memorial Dining
Hall here recently, with the college

playing host to superintendents,

supervisors and principals of school

systems in this area.

The visiting school group was
v/elcomed to the camptis by Dr. Leon
E. Smith, president, who introduced

several members of the Elon faculty

and then turned the program over to

Prof. J. C. CoUey, head of the col-

lege's Department of Education, who
directed the discussion for the

evening.

Dr. L. E. Spikes, superintendent of

the Burlington City Schools; Dr. M.
E. Yount, superintendent of the Ala-

mance County Schools; Supt. C. C.

Lipscomb, of the Reidsville City
Schools; and Supt. J. Allan Lewis, of

the Rockingham County Schools led

off the night's discussion. Each
brought out the qualities that their

schools would like to find in a prac-

tice-teaching system and offered sug-

gestion for the more efficient oper-

ation of the plan.

The new plan, which goes into

effect at Elon for the first time this

fall, will send the student teachers
into the classrooms of their practice

schools on a full-time basis for the
final six weeks of a term. The first

)ialf of each term will be devoted by
i he students to classes in methods on
the college campus.

After the discussion by the visiting

superintendents, the group heard
Prof. Arnold C. Strauch, newly added
to the Elon faculty this year, as a
professor of education and supervisor
of the practice-teacher program.
There were then brief comments from
a number of school supervisors and
principals who may be participating

in the program during the year.

APPORTIONMENT GIVING
I am happy to report that contri-

butions for the college as apportioned
for the Convention and the Confer-

ences are in excess of any previous

year that the writer has known. The
r'eport for this week is indicative of

increased interest and increased sup-

port on the part of our people. It

means something to the college when
the check from the Convention Office

exceeds $1500 for one week. The con-

tribtition for this week added to pre-

vious contributions makes an encour-

aging total for the year to date. Of
course we are a long way from
$35,000, but there are a few more days
and weeks left. We could reach the

goal. Why not make an effort?

Previously Reported: $16,145.03

Eastern North Carolina

Conference:

Amelia - 46.00

Damascus 59.00

Moore Union 48.00

Turner's Chapel 104.00

Fayetteville 21.50

Eastern Virginia

Conference:

Christian Temple (Norfolk) 458.00

Suffolk - 301.42

Waverly - - 381.00

North Carolina and
Virginia Conference:

Elk Spur 12.00'

Western North Carolina
Conference:

Randleman 38.00

Virginia Valley

Conferenca:
Bethlehem 30.50'

Mayland 7.00'

Mt. Olivet (G) 10.00

TOTAL: $ 1,516.42

GRAND TOTAL: $17,661.45
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Religion On The Elon Campus
F. E. REYNOLDS

Continued From Last Week

As regards religion, these obser-

vations come to focus in the demo-

cratic dogma of separation of Church

and State. Within the range of its

legitimate application, this principle

calls for a division within the category

of political administration, a division

similar to that between the legislative

and the judicial branches of govern-

ment. Certainly it does not mean the

complete secularization of government
— the separation of policy-making

from all religious considerations.

Rather, our democratic system is

grounded on the premises of the

Judiac-Christian faith. In short, the

separation of the State from the

Church does not demand a separation

from religion. Certain competitive

theories of State do make this ir-

rational demand.

The point is that if this false

stratification of our society is to be

halted, the movement must begin in

the processes of higher education. And
the grounds of unity in our culture lie

within the content of the college and
university curriculum; namely, our

Western heritage. My contention is,

therefore, that the very content of

our teaching material provides the

most effective agency for promoting
genuine religion on the college cam-
pus. Our assignment is to give it

to the students the way it is. Religion

will then occupy the place it is en-

titled to in college life. If this ap-

proach to the number one function of

college teaching is followed, I am
convinced that courses in religion,

chapel services and extra-curricular

religious activities will not appear to

be foisted on the students. Rather a
superior kind of integration of college

program will issue.

2. Second, there is the important
matter of attitudes and valuations,

which we may depend upon to get our
objectives realized. In a recent article

in the Atlantic Monthly on'The Crisis

in Teaching" by Oscar Handlin, of

Harvard University, the author com-
ments upon the low estimate popular-

ity placed upon the teacher. He calls

attention to the contrast between Our
Miss Brooks and caricatures of other

professions such as the doctors and
scientists. He further observes that

part of the crisis in teaching stems

from this weak-sister estimate of the

teacher which has no real basis in

fact.

We may as well face it. Religion

suffers from the same kind of false

estimate in the minds of campus resi-

dents. It simply is not true that col-

lege people are not interested in

}eligion. Often they are ashamed to

f dmit it. How can these popular false

estimates be overcome? There is only

one answer — by positive attitudes

based upon fact. As faculty people,

we are creators of sound attitudes

as well as just instructors. If we
accept the false caricature of the

teacher reflected in Our Miss Brooks,

i;; it not likely that our students will

lollow suit? Similarly if we acquiesce

to the false estimate of religion in

human life the students may be ex-

pected to react in the same manner.

3. Thirdly, for more than a half

century, those who have planned the

Missionary strategy of our great

denominational boards have realized

the importance of personal contact

and example in promoting the Chris-

tain cause in foreign lands. Few of

us can remember when direct evan-
gelistic efforts were permitted by the
government in Turkey, for example.
Yet, some of our best missionary work
has been done in those so called

closed countries through dedicated
teachers, social workers, and tech-

nicians. Because religion is so unique-
ly personal, the influences exerted by
those in contact with individuals is

decisive. How often I have heard the
old grads of Elon remark, "I can't

remember much of what Dr. Newman
said in class, but the force of his

Christian personality has remained
constant in my experience through
the years." Surely this is an impor-
tant factor in campus religion — per-

haps the most important single factor.

Actually, the personal religion of

every representative of the college

is on trial at every point of contact

with students from the business office

to the football field—from the library

to the power house; from the class-

room to the homes of faculty mem-
bers. How can one's personal witness

and example be confined to special

days of the week or areas of activity?

4. Fourthly, still another door is

open for the promotion of religion at

Elon. Our students have valuable

skills and talents which need to be

devoted to the college community and

adjacent communities. Nearby church-

es provide opportunities for personal

services in leadership, teaching,

music, dramatics and the like. Just

as personal religion thrives on active

service unto God, it is starved by
lack of normal expression. Perhaps
we have stressed over much that col-

lege is preparing for life. Students
continue to live while they are on
the campus. Dedicating their skills

and talents to the service of God need
not wait until after graduation. We
may further the religious life on the

campus, then, by encouraging students

to invest their talents and by counsel-

ling them in these off-campus activi-

ties. Merely because such a program
may raise certain problems does not
justify discarding it.

5. And now a word about the more
formal aspects of religion on the Elon
campus. There are the courses in re-

ligion and Religious Education which
are offered in the curriculum. These
are designed to give the student a
well — rounded curricular program
in accord with the liberal arts tradit-

ion and to provide some special train-
mg for lay and professional leader-
ship. All students are required to
attend the chapel services. Twice a
week these are specifically religious
in nature. Faculty attendance and
participation is very necessary if

these chapel services are to be effec-

tive in the religious life of the cam-
pus. Late in November or early in

December, a special religious empha-
sis period is planned. Faculty people
will be asked to adjust their class-

room work so that students may take
full advantage of the religious pro-
gram offered.

The two major religious organi-
zations on the campus are the S. C. A.
and the Ministerial Association. Mem-
bership in the S. C. A. is open to

?I1 students and it is hoped that a
large part of the students will affili-

ate themselves with it. Faculty mem-
bers may strengthen religious empha-
sis on the campus by helping to

promote the S. C. A. Membership in

the Ministerial Association is for

those who are preparing for full-

time Christian service. Both of these

organizations fall under the super-

vision and sponsorship of tlie faculty

committee on Religious Organization.

While the Elon College Community
Church has no offical connection

with the College, it constitutes an
important part of the religious life of

the campus. This aspect will no doubt
be treated as another item on the

agenda.
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Auburn Supports, Visits,

Likes Our Orphanage
JOHN G. TRUITT
SUPERINTENDENT

Several cars of men, women and

children came from the Auburn
church in the Eastern North Carolina

conference on a recent Sunday after-

noon to visit the Orphanage. They
had made the engagement and set

the hour and I was right there to

welcome them. They wanted to see

the big chart of the churches to see

how they had done this year. They
were delighted to see that their

church of 150 members had sent in

S;425.00.

Then they inspected the Johnston
Hall and seemed well pleased with
what they saw, — the big living room,

the study and television room, the

laundry and clean clothes rooms, the

shower baths, all on the first floor.

On the second floor they found the

house-mother's room, the isolation

apartment, the boys' rooms and their

two bathrooms, and two big sleeping

porches. All these were clean and
neatly kept.

From there we went to the Holt

Memorial Chapel. There they got a

leal surprise. They did not expect it

to be so modern and beautiful. They
did not realize that it would seat

181 adults — which means it could

seat many more children. They were
impressed with the large recreation

hall the same size as the sanctuary,

the other rooms, the rest rooms, and
oil-heated furnace. They were real

jiroud of it, and read the bronze plac-

que listing the donors and the con-

cluding inscription "for the Christian

nurture of boys and girls."

Then upstairs and downstairs in

rhe Children Building. They were de-

lighted with the cleanliness they saw
and the abundance of pretty dresses

and suits for little girls and boys.

All clean, all neatly ironed and ready
for wear.

But they were not yet through. At
the Main Building they found the
girls above 10 years of age. They in-

spected their beautiful living room,
the extra television room, the big
dining room, and the kitchen. Then
we went into girls' rooms, looked into

their closets, and pronounced it all

good. "It takes money to do all these
things" they said. "Yes," I answered,
"money and friends and prayer and
faith."

It is a church checking-up time. It

is Conference meeting time. How has

your church done? How have you
done? Yes, indeed, it does take money
in these days to take care of a cam-
pus-load of little folks and growing,
?chool-going children. Can you be
justly proud of the money you have
sent in? We are trying this Golden
Anniversary year to liquidate the

Sll,500.00 accrued indebtedness and
to meet all our current obligations.

An extra dollar or more from all our
folks will do it, with prayer and faith

and friends.

REPORT FOR SEPTEMBER 24,

MONTHLY OFFERINGS

1956

Amount brought forward

Eastern North Carolina Conference

Amelia -

Fayetteville

Mt. Auburn, S.S.

Pleasant Union

.$14,147.26

$ 39.00

1.63

5.74

25.00
Youngsville, S.S. 41.00

Eastern Virginia Conference

Christian Temple 30.00

Suffolk 300.00

$112.37

330.00

North Carolina and Virginia Conference

Elk Spur 6.00

Mebane — Special 10.00

Mebane 5.00

Reidsville, S.S 63.00

Union (Va.), S.S 5.00

Western North Carolina Conference

Randleman 28.00

Virginia Valley Conference
Bethlehem, S.S. 17.50

Mayland 4.00

Mt. Olivet (G), S.S 5.00

89.00

28.00

26.50

Total

Grand Total
.$ 585.87

$14,733.13

SPECIAL OFFERINGS
Amount brought forward ..$22,879.15

Alamance Frozen floods. Inc., Burlington, N. C. $10.00

Philathea Class, Suffolk Christian Church 15.00

Service Guild Circle, Palm St. Christian Church,
Greensboro, N. C 5.00

New Hope Christian Church, Roanoke, Alabama 5.00

Burton's Grove Missionary Society, Wakefield, Va 9.00

Laymen's Fellowship, Christian Temple, Norfolk, Va 11.14

In Memory of C. W. Louderback 5.00

Special Gifts 20.00

Total ...$ 80.14

Grand Total $22,959.29

Total for the Week ...$ 666.01

Total for the Year ...$37,692.42
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3n iWemoriam Pleasant Ridge

Youth Fellowship
'Blessed are the dead ivho die in the Lord.

BROTHERS
WHEREAS, God, in His wisdom, call-

ed to her eternal reward, on April 12,

1956, Mrs. J. F. Brothers, a charter
member of the First Consreaational
Christian Church of Portsmouth, Vir-
ginia, and

WHEREAS, Mrs. Brothers had been
active in many phases of her church
continuously since its org-anization, and
WHEREAS, the attributes of charac-

ter which made Mrs. Brothers steadfast
in her faith through great suffering and
triumphant in His grace, were ever
present in this great soul who was so
fittingly referred to as "The Woman
Who Loved Her Church,"

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED:
First, that we bow in humble submis-

sion to the win of our heavenly Father,
Second, that we extend our sincere

sympathy to the family and pray that
God's love and mercy will sustain them.

Third, that a copy of these resolutions
be sent to the family, a conv to THE
CHRISTIAN SUN for publication, and
that a copy be entered on our church
records.

Respectfully submitted,
Mrs. H. W. Lee
Mrs. R. F. Edwards
Committee

SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON
Continued from Page 10

becomes distrusted in any general

way, human life is doomed. The fab-

ric of life is built upon truth. And
half truths are about as bad as out-

right lies. The liquor interests and the

cigarette advertisers are not the only

guilty parties, but they dare not tell

all the truth, and much of their ad-

vertising is half truths. That goes for

a lot of advertisers. It goes for a

lot of plain folks who tell lies and

half truths. And see how this com-

mandment also insists upon a respect

tor the integrity of others. "Thou

Shalt not bear false witness against

thy neighbor." No lies, no idle gossip,

no whispering campaign, no insinu-

ations.

The last commandment is against

r sin which we seldom mention —
covetousness. It is perhaps one of the

most general sins. Here it stands,

this commandment, in the basic foun-

dations of human life, a prohibition

against inordinate desire, greed, envy,

unlawful longing.

October 2, 1956

SPRATLEY

We, the members of the Dendron
Congregational Christian Church, wish
to pay tribute to one of our members —
Mrs. Lucy Boyd Spratley, widow of Mr.
Jack Spratley, who pa sod away on Juns
8, 1856, after a long period of illness.

She was a loving wife, a good neigh-
bor and a true friend.

In loving memory of her, we submit
the following resolutions

:

First: That we realize God doth all

things well. While we mourn the loss of

one who has me-int much 1o us, we bow
in humble submission to His divine will.

Second: That we extend to the family
our deepest sympathy and pray God's
richest blessings upon them.

Third: That a copy of these resolu-

tions be sent to t'^e family, a copv be
sent to THE CHRISTIAN SUN for pub-
lication and a copy bo entered on our
church records.

Respectfully submitted,
Mrs. E. T. Atkinson
Mrs. W. O. Whitmore
Mrs. L. T. Williams
Committee

SMART HORSE
A jockey who had just booted home

a long-shot was greeted excitedly by
the horse's owner: "Tell me please

what it was that you whispered in

my horse's ear to make him run so

fast."

"Oh," said the jockey, "all I did

was recite poetry to him."

"Poetry?" screamed the owner in

disbelief.

"Sure," answered the jockey.

"Roses are red, violets are blue,

liorses that lose are made into glue!"

Country Gentleman.

(NAME OF DECEASED)

(SURVIVOR TO BE WRITTEN)

Name

Address

Our Youth Fellowship at Pleasant

Ridge church (near Ramseur, North
Carolina) has had meetings on "Our
Family Tree," the Bible, "The Two
Kingdoms," "Importance of Amos,
Hosea, Isaiah, Jeremiah in Relation

to Christ and the Crucifixion."

We have also elected our officers

for the coming year. They are Martha
Cox, president; Eujean Joyce, vice

president; Mamie Joyce, secretary;

Linda Rumley, treasurer; Tony Cox,

reporter.

At our last meeting we had a panel

discussion. The parents were invited

and forty-five attended. We played

games, had prayer, sang songs and
last of all, we had our discussion.

Two parents were appointed and two
of the children. We discussed two
questions which were: Should chil-

dren our age have an allowance? If

so, should it cover their paper and
pencils at school, ice cream and candy
money and should they save some of

the money for church? The next

question was: When should a child

get his homework? How many nights

out should they have? This meeting
was closed by prayer led by our pas-

tor. Rev. Max Vestal.

The Youth Fellowship has been
working on a surplus food chart.

When our chart is completed we will

send the money collected to unfortun-

Kte children overseas. Every dollar we
pave will buy $40 worth of food for

them. We plan to finish our chart

by the end of the month.

Tony Cox, Reporter

(CITY) (DATE OF DEATH)

(ADDRESS)

15

E^cJirN'r MEMORIAL GIFTS
Dear Dr. Truitt:

Please accept the enclosed $. as a memorial gift

to the Christian Orphanage in memory of:



EVERY-MEMBER CANVASS AT ROSEMONT

It was an inspiration to the mem-
bers of the Rosemont church to see

88 men come to the altar on Sunday,
September 9, for a commissioning
service that sent them out to the

homes of the church for the every

member canvass. A total of $36,125.20

was received in pledges. Of this

amount $7,142.30 was subscribed for

benevolence.

These men came to the church for

three nights of training and inspir-

ation, led by the minister, Rev. Mel-

vin Dollar. After the morning Wor-
ship on Sunday they had lunch

together in the social hall of the

church. This meal was prepared by

the board of deaconesses. After the

lunch the men were sent out in pairs

to visit the homes of the church. At
6:30 P. M. they returned to the

church for fellowship, refreshments,

and reports of the visits. The young

people of the church served the re-

freshments for this meeting.

The same week of the training

session for the men the minister, with

the assistance of Miss Wilma Quinley,

Religious Education Director, and

Mrs. M. K. Hassell, President of the

Woman's Fellowship, held seven

neighborhood meetings for the wom-
en. The purpose for these meetings

was two-fold: To study stewardship,

and to set up organizations for neigh-

bor circles for the women's work.

Approximately 70 women were in

attendance for these meetings.

In the past four years the church

has increased its budget 300% and
almost doubled in membership. We
are now having two morning worship
services in order to accommodate the

congregation.

Mrs. W. R. Skelly
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Here And There Among The Churches
ALL MEMBERS OF PLEASANT

RIDGE (Ramseur) are to receive

THE CHRISTIAN SUN during the

coming year. Thanks for that vote of

confidence, Pleasant Ridge. We shall

do our best to make the paper
valuable for the members. At the

same church meeting the church
accepted its quota on the Carolina

Hall at Elon. This was a fine church
conference. Although the church is

losing its minister, Rev. Max Vestal,

it seems to be in the mood to move
forward.

IF YOU ARE HUNGRY try the

ham supper at Asheboro October 13,

and the turkey supper at Hunterdale
October 19. At one or the other, and
most likely at either, you will get
your money's worth of good eating —
and also help the church.

AT LONG'S CHAPEL on a recent

Saturday there was a long table on
the lawn and a goodly number of

people round about. To a traveler on
a good road there was not time to see

much of what was going on, but it

looked like people eating. Incidentally,

that is a lovely lawn, parsonage,
church, and hut combination on the
highway north of Haw River,

KOBE COLLEGE in Japan (where
Angle Crew teaches) is sending both
teachers and students to study in

America. Miss Kimiko Murakami,
who teaches English with Angle in

beginners' classes, is to study in De-
fiance with the college giving her a
scholarship and a chance to work.
Miss Hisako Toyoda, assistant pro-

fessor of piano, will study at North-
western University, with aid both
from the college and our church at

Wauwatosa, Wisconsin. Friends of

Kobe College are helping with this

project, as they are also doing in

bringing college students to America,
and sending American teachers to

Kobe. Those interested in helping,

should write to Dr. Bryan Drake, 19
South LaSalle Street, Chicago, 111.

IN BURLINGTON, First, on Sep-

tember 25, members of the Senior
Choir were guests of the Woman's
Fellowship for supper. That is a fine

way to show appreciation for the con-
tribution a choir makes to the wor-
ship services of the church. Other
churches may want to "do likewise."

Choirs will surely appreciate such
courtesies.

A NEW WORKER in the Boston
office of communications is Mr.
Boardman Getsinger. He was born in

Cordele, Georgia, been in newspaper
business for thirty years serving

mostly in Waterbury and New HaVen,
Connecticut. He was seen by the dele-

gates of the General Council in Oma-
ha as he raced through the isles

identifying speakers for the working
press. Others of the staff in the Office

of Communications appear to be de-

lighted that Mr. Getsinger is now in

charge of the Boston office, beginning

July 1, 1956.

BEVERLY HILLS planned a busy
October. Rally Day and World-wide
Communion the first Sunday, enter-

lain the Conference Pilgrim Fellow-

ship the second Sunday afternoon,

(jbserve Laymen's Sunday the twenty
first with Mr. Martin Garren as

speaker, have stewardship study and
training of canvassers under the

leadership of Rev. Carl Wallace the

week before the fourth Sunday with

the canvass on the fourth Sunday.

COMMITTEE ON THE MINISTRY
of the Western N. C. Conference will

meet at the Asheboro Church at two
o'clock on Sunday afternoon, October

28, according to Rev. Mack Welch,
chairman.

VALLEY CONFERENCE dates are

changed from October 29-30 to a one

day session on October 30, according

to Superintendent W. T. Scott. The
meeting will begin at ten o'clock and
continue through a night session.

ELON COMMUNITY CHURCH
THE TORCH, a fortnightly Visitor

(mimeograped) from Elon College

Community Church says that all bills

including Conference Apportionments
are paid in full, that through Septem-
ber 23 the church had received 37
members during the conference year,

that the minister. Rev. W. J. Andes,
had preached 60 times, made 23
addresses, baptised 38 people, per-

formed four marriages, conducted five

funerals, and made about 1200 calls.

In a canvass for money for a new
church building more than $50,000
was pledged to be paid within two
years. Pledges for the regular work
during the next year had amounted
to $13,600, and there appeared to be
prospects for more money and more
people.

This church serves a rather rapidly

growing community, the Orphanage,
and Elon College. The minister of this

church really has a job to do. The
church is eager to render effective

service, and a church building off

campus appears to be a necessity, and
one that gives people elsewhere an
opportunity to help.

UNITED STATES AMBASSADOR
to Great Britain, the Honorable
Winthrop Aldrich, on last Friday
(October 5) ceremonially opened the
new Pilgrim Fathers Memorial Con-
gregational Church in London, Eng-
land. Read more about this historic

church on the back page of this paper.
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News From
Salem Chapel

Dr. Laubach To Be In Greensboro
On the evening (eight o'clock) of October 12 Dr. Frank C. Laubach

will speak in West Market Street Methodist Church in Greensboro, North
Carolina. His announced topic is "Wake Up or Blow Up."

Dr. Laubach is the best known missionary of the American Board in

this generation. Originally going to the Philippines as a missionary, he has
become the world-teacher of illiterates with his famous "each one teach one"

slogan. He is, perhaps, the best informed American concerning the hopes and
aspirations of the common man in our world. This is because he knows so

many of them in so many parts of the world.

Those who can hear him will certainly take advantage of the opportun-

ity. He is telling Christians that the world is ready to explode, and that

unless we do more to save the world there will be no world to save. He
teaches people to read, pleads with Christians to furnish Christian literature,

but it is the Communists who furnish the reading matter. Hear Dr. Laubach!

Proposed Gift

For Dr. Berry
The General Council at Omaha

passed the following vote:

"That each of the Congregational
Christian Conferences be requested to

make available to the people and
churches of their respective areas an
'Opportunity to contribute as they

will to a gift for Dr. Sidney Berry as

he retires as Minister and Secretary

of the International Congregational
Council; these contributions to be for-

warded to the General Council in New
York for transmission to Dr. Berry
with an appropriate written express-

ion of our gratitude to him for his

friendly and effective leadership

among Congregational people and
churches throughout the world."

Dr. Berry was a visitor in our area

a few years ago, and is remembered
with joy. He has done much to make
Ihe Congregational Christian people

.around the world feel that they are

working at a common task, and that

in unity there is both strength and

Joy.
Any contributions to this fund

:should be sent to the Convention
lOffice at Elon.

YOUNG ADULT CLASS MEETING
Mrs. W. D. Winstead

The Little Acorn Restaurant in

Durham was the gathering place on
Sunday evening, September 23, for

the members and their children of

the Young Adult Class of New Hope
Christian Church. There they all en-

joyed fun, fellowship and food, from
chicken to frog legs. This class

traveled down to Wilson and other

places for social gatherings and find

it great, great fun.

YouCouldTryThis
The Primary Department of our

Durham church heard that lepers

need sun glasses, and decided to do

something about it, says Mrs. Arnis

Glenn.

They made attractive posters an-

nouncing the need, placed one in each

adult class room along with a box to

receive gifts, and when the people had

made their contribution of glasses,

and money, the children wrapped the

thirty pairs of used glasses and the

thirteen pairs of new ones in tissue

paper, placed them in a box, and
mailed them.

Mrs. Glenn says the fourteen chil-

dren, and their teachers, were quite

pleased with this achievement, and
that they read about the need in

"Facts From the Field." Other
churches might have fun, and render

a service in some such endeavor.

The Davis-Fulton family held their

annual reunion at Salem Chapel
Church, September 9. An interesting

program was given, including devot-

ions and an address by Reverend J.

K. McConnell of Mayodan. Special

music was rendered by Glenn Han-
cock of Greensboro, and Jerry Purga-
son of Guilford, with Mrs. Jack
Purgason at the piano. A well filled

table of food was served at noon.

Many old timers were present and
s pleasant occasion was reported by
all. New officers for the coming year
v/ere elected. President, Mrs. James
S. Rayburn of Walnut Cove; vice

president, J. E. Davis, Winston
Salem

;
Secretary-treasurer, Miss

Maxine George of Mayodan; program
chiarman, Mrs. Jack Norris of

Madison.

Those two families have held their

family reunion at Salem Chapel for

many years.

The Woman's Fellowship held their

monthly meeting at the home of Mrs.
John Crews September 3. New plans

were made for the coming year. New
officers were also elected, which in-

clude, president, Mrs. Otis Mont-
gomery; vice president, Mrs. Bessie
Marshall

;
secretary-treasurer, Miss

Pauline Marshall; corresponding sec-

retary, Mrs. J. L. Bishop, Jr.; pro-

gram chiarman, Mrs. John Marshall;
Bible study leader, Mrs. John Crews.

The Intermediate Class and their

teacher. Miss Pauline Marshall along
with some adults, enjoyed a lovely
picnic at Renolda Park in Winston
Salem, August, 25. Many games were
played and other features intertained
the group.

DATES TO REMEMBER
Fall Conferences:

October 30 — Virginia Valley Central Conference, Linville, Va.

Mr. Clarence A. PhiUips, President.

October 31-November 1 — Eastern Virginia Conference, Suffolk,
Va., Mr. W. B. Williams, President.

November 6— Eastern North Carolina Conference, Christian Light,
near Fuquay Springs, N. C, Rev. Carl Wallace, Pres.

November 7 —• Western North CaroHna Conference, Hanks Chapel,
near Pittsboro, N. C, Rev. L. M. Presnell, President.

November 8 — North Carolina & Virginia Conference, Hines
Chapel, near McLeansville, N. C, Dr. H. E. Robinson,
President.
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EDITORIALS

Laymen
A layman is a man who does not belong to

the profession. When applied to church relations

it is one who is not a minister. Doctors and
lawyers are laymen in this sense. But when the

relationship is to medicine the minister is the lay-

man while the doctor is the professional. And
so it goes.

In the past few years much has been said about

the laymen of the church. And they are making
their voices heard. !n our denomination and
interdenominationally they are holding meetings

just for men. They are talking about the big

problems of the world, and making plans for

detailed service in the local churches. Eighty-eight

men of one church pictured on the last page of

this paper last week had a special job to do, and
they spent much time preparing to do that job.

When Uncle Dave used to come around after

church service with his little black book and a

pencil and inquire of each of us standing about

the front door of the church: "Do you have any
money for the preacher today?" Not much was
said about stewardship and nothing was done by
a group of men to get money enough to make the

church a real business concern. But those days
are gone. Now the men of the church study

the financial needs, the ability of the people to

give, and the stewardship reasons for giving.

Then they confront every person related to the

church with the opportunity to share in the on-

going program of the church.

The laymen are learning to work in the church,

and it is making a new day for the Church, and
the churches. That is one reason that more people
are now members of the churches than ever

before. Until the laymen became interested, the

percentage of church members in America was
small. Now it is above sixty.

Our Laymen's Fellowship

The Laymen's Fellowship of the Southern Con-

vention is very young, but it is also very active.

Each Conference has its organized group, and
many of the churches are also organized for

active enjoyment and service.

One of the projects of the Fellowship is to

lead the worship services of the churches on
Laymen's Sunday, which this year is October 21.

Ministers are delighted to see their men in the

pulpit reading the Scriptures, leading the prayers,

and talking about things that are important. Lay-

men discover that to lead a religious service is

not so easy as it seems. They may forget what
comes next, as one did who tried to say the

familiar benediction from memory. But they
try again, and again. It does them much good,
and it is refreshing for the congregation — and
the ministers.

It is to be hoped that when Laymen's Sunday
comes more than a thousand of our fine and
capable men will be conducting religious services.

Dr. Danieley, their president, is confidently ex-

pecting the men to shoulder their full responsi-

bility.

It should also be remembered that the Man
of Galilee was a layman so far as having ordina-

tion was concerned. Men do well to follow Him
in trying to make this a better world.

Be A Layman
We hear much about the need for more min-

isters to serve our churches, and there is the need.

But an even greater need is for laymen to serve

the churches, not as ministers but as laymen.

One does not declare himself to be a doctor

because he picks up a person who has fallen, or

sticks on a bandage, or even gives a hypodermic
shot of medicine which has been prescribed by
a physician. Then why should he think he is a

professional because he can, and has led a religi-

ous service?

Ministers continue to study long years to learn

the laws of the spirit, to become efficient as an
expounder of the Good News concerning God's
relation to man, a churchman who need not be
ashamed of the building he constructs out of

sinful people, and such a friend of man and God
that in some fine way he draws the two together.

This calls for professional training equal to that of

a physician, superior to that of the lawyer, and
the equivalent to that of any profession. Good
laymen need never to aspire to this high and
responsible position.

But they should covet the ability to do the

things that are within their range. Churches can
be better financed. Buildings can be kept in such
repair that passers-by will know that laymen care.

Visiting in homes will show that laymen are

interested not only in the finances of the church
but in the people who live in the community.
Services can be conducted on occasion. Con-
stant witness can be made in deeds, not words,
wherever one is.

Men of the church, be laymen, good laymen;
men on whom the church of Christ can depend
at all times.
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More Church News
ISLE OF WIGHT CHURCH

REPORTING

Frances E. Turner

It is interesting, sometimes en-

couraging and stimulating, for a

church to appraise the achievements

of a year drawing to a close, before

entering the threshold of a new year.

Such a backward glance is afforded

in this short article.

Things have happened at Isle of

Wight during the past year. Our
church grew under the leadership of

Rev. W. A. Grissom by the addition

of twenty-four new members. At the

same time we have suffered the loss

of our oldest, dearly beloved, and life

long member, Mrs. Mollie Murphy.
There is an active Youth Fellowship

group who have a growing interest

in their work. Six of these people

attended the Junior Camp at Moone-
lon this year.

A senior choir under the direction

of Mrs. Charles Taylor Darden, and
a junior choir under the direction of

Mrs. Edwin Edwards, have added im-

measurably to the spiritual growth of

our church. Highlights of the choirs'

activities for the year were a cantata,

"The Shepherd and His Lamb," pre-

sented by the senior choir at Christ-

mas, and a cantata entitled "Makers
of Tomorrow" presented by the junior

I choir in August.

I
Possibly the achievement for which

I
each member is most proud is the

j
purchase of a new Hammond organ

f tor the church. On November 9, 1955,
'•, The Woman's Fellowship voted to

transfer $325.75 from a somewhat
;J dormant "carpet fund," with the idea

of building it gradually and one day
* being able to purchase an organ for

i

the church. Once this definite step

had been taken, every member of the
church was obscessed with the desire

' to reach this goal. Every class and
every church group wanted to help.

The senior choir sponsored a "Beauty
Contest for Women Over Fifty." The
proceeds of around $430.00 went into

I the organ fund. At the same function

j the Youth Fellowship group sold

1
candy and lemonade for their treas-

I

ury. Then they decided they wanted
)

their money to go into the organ fund.

|1 On May 31, 1956 the organ was pur-

I
chased and the first payment made.

Ij
About a month later the second and

j
final payment was made. Thus a

I October 9, 1956

dream of many years was realized.

The Women's Fellowship of the

church, composed of nineteen mem-
bers, is also an active organization.

During the past year, under the presi-

dency of Mrs. H. E. Mumford, all of

the goals of a banner society were
met, in addition to its other achieve-

ments.

Surely the Lord has blessed us, and
with His blessings we hope to do
even greater things in the coming
year.

CRUTCHFIELDS HAPPILY
LOCATED

The Rev. G. C. Crutchfield writing
from his new home in Walters, Vir-

ginia, tells an interesting story of the

month he and his wife have been
there. Here is the way he tells it:

When we reached the parsonage
both men and women were standing
by to give a hand with the furniture

when the truck arrived, and as soon
as it was wheeled into place, they took
over, and neither Mrs. Crutchfield nor
I had to put our hands to a single

piece of furniture, for it was soon put
into place, every piece of it. Then
came women bringing iced tea and

I note your recent refrences in THE
CHRISTIAN SUN to the old Reho-
both Methodist Church which is

located about two miles from Union,

West Virginia. This statement re-

minded me of a visit to that area on
September 18 in the interest of the

Use and Understanding of the Bible

project. Dr. J. T. Chandler, Execu-
tive Secretary of the West Virginia

Council of Churches, and I visited

this historic old church, and were in

the home of the Union Methodist
church minister, Rev. G. M. Ford.

The Rehoboth church has been re-

.stored to its original state by the

West Virginia Methodist Conference,

and an over-arching roof put on to

preserve the building. Dr. Chandler
and I stood in the old high pulpit, sat

on the benches which were logs split

in half with the flat side up and pegs

trays of food, enough for several

families our size.

The first Sunday in September

being the regular time for the revival

here at Mt. Carmel, brother Clyde

Fields came over from Hunterdale

church near Franklin and did the

preaching nightly through-out the

v;eek. He did a very creditable job,

the spirit of the meeting was fine,

attendance good, and as a visible

lesult six persons were added to the

church, four by confession and two
by transfer.

September 16 we began a week of

special services at Antioch. We had
no help except the local congregation,

and that was wonderful. A fine spirit

prevailed, congregations grew each
night until the house was filled, much
interest was manifested, and four

members were added to the church.

The people from both Mt. Carmel
jsnd Antioch have been wonderfully
kind and generous to us. They have
left no stones unturned to make our
stay both comfortable and pleasant.

Mt. Carmel furnishes the parsonage,

which is spacious, comfortable and
nicely arranged. There is room enough
for us and many of our friends, and
we hope that our friends will stop by
to see us. Both Mrs. Crutchfield and
I feel that we are going to enjoy our
work here.

lor legs, climbed the stairs to the

balcony, and signed our names to the

completely filled register.

Bishop Francis Asbury spent sever-

al months holding meetings and
preaching in this church just after

it was built. While there he made a

communion table of poplar which was
used in the church for many years.

It is now in the study of th Rev. G. M.
Ford for safe keeping. The Conference
is seeking to buy it to place it in

the History Room at West Virginia

Wesleyan College at Buckanon.

It was Bishop Asbury, the first

Methodist Bishop in North America,

who presided at the Methodist Con-
ference in 1792 when the Rev. James
O'Kelly and thirty ministers left the

Methodist and organized (two years

later) The Christian Church.

5

A Visit To Old
Rehoboth Methodist Church
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News Of Our Young People
NEW OFFICERS AT OAKLAND

Betty Joyner, Reporter

The young people of the Oakland
Congregational Christian church had
their first meeting of the year Sun-
day evening, September 16, 1956.

New officers elected are John Lock-
wood, Jr., president; Betty Winslow,
vice president; lola Holland, secre-

tary; John Gale, treasurer; Betty
Joyner, reporter; and Peggy Saun-
ders, pianist.

The program committee members
are Evelyn Chapman, Betty Joyner,

Betty Winslow, John Lockwood. Jr.,

and Peggy Saunders.

Dr. H. S. Hardcastle, our minister,

gave a brief talk in which he suggest-

ed that the members of the Youth
Fellowship, and especially the offic-

ers, be more dependable and faithful

in coming to the meetings and par-

ticipating in the activities this year.

GREAT BRIDGE PILGRIM
FELLOWSHIP

Mrs. Jack Akin, Advisor

New officers for the Junior High

PF of Great Bridge are as follows:

President, Charles Sawyer, Jr.;

Faith Chairman, Sandra Hicks; Fel-

lowship Chairman, Johnny Ray
Davis; Action Chairman, Joy Ann
Akin; Vice-President, Barbara Olah;

Secretary, Katy Ange; Treasurer,

Phyllis Dozier; Historian, Faye
Elliott.

They were recently installed by Mr.

Jack Lamonte, lay minister of the

church.

A Senior High Fellowship is being

organized at Great Bridge under the

direction of Mr. and Mrs. Jimmy Cal-

houn.

A Junior Fellowship, started last

year, continues to meet on Sunday
Evening also, under the leadership of

Mrs. Douglas McClain.

In the coming year the Junior High
Fellowship plans to have one program
each month put on by the three Com-
mission Chairmen. The first Sunday
night of each month they have a

religious film which is shown to the

various fellowship groups that meet
at the Church on Sunday evenings.

The Oak Grove P F of Sunbury,

N. C. accompanied by their adviser,

Fred Parker, were guests of the Great

Bridge group recently.

MOUNT CARMEL PILGRIM
FELLOWSHIP ELECTS NEW

OFFICERS

The Pilgrim Fellowship of Mount
C a r m e 1 Congregational Christian

Church of Walters, Virginia, met in

the church sanctuary on September

15 for their last meeting of the church

jear. Mrs. R. B. Simmons stepped

down as leader and Mrs. G. C. Crutch-

field was installed as the new leader.

The following officers were elected

lor the coming year: president, Gloria

E. Holland; vice president, Florence

Howell Drewry; secretary, Judy Sim-
mons; treasurer, J. L. Rose, Jr.;

reporter, Jackie Pierce.

The meeting date was changed to

the third Sunday night of each month
at 7:00 P. M. rather than on Saturday
night before the third Sunday.

The following committees for the
month of October were appointed by
the president: Sick, Eloise Pierce;

Worship, Judy Simmons; Social,

Florence Drewry.

—Jackie Pierce, Reporter

JUNIOR FELLOWSHIP AT
DAMASCUS ACTIVE

Bruce Long

The Junior Youth Fellowship of

Damascus (Eastern N. C. Conference)
has completed a very successful year
with Roger Bowden serving as presi-

dent.

"Spreading the Gospel Today" and
"Bright Pathway" have been enjoyed
as our study books. We planned a
complete program from our magazine,
"Children's Religion," for September.

A program was given in July with
friends and parents present. Our
friendly service projects have been to

put drapes in the junior Sunday
school room, and to send a nice box
of soap and bath cloths to the small

children at our Orphanage. A mission
offering was given through the Wom-
an's Board. The standard of excellence

was our goal, which we reached. We
shall strive to improve our programs
under the leadership of Lacy Ray
Wilson, our new president for the
coming year.

HOW IS YOUR SYZYGY?
"

No, the words above are not non-
sense. You can take them on the
authority of President Eisenhower.
When, some months ago, President
Eisenhower was speaking to the na-

|

tion's champion speller, 13-year-old

Sandra Sloss, of Granite City, Illinois,

he recalled how he had lost a spelling

contest when he was a boy. The word
he missed was "Syzygy." It means,
"joining together."

That makes it really one of the
most important words in the lan-

guage today. For our world which is

in danger of splitting apart in conflict i

needs power for "joining together."

In a world of split nations and split

races, there is no room for the "split

atom." We must learn to live together
or we will die together.

Our Scripture lesson today makes
clear that the chief causes of conflict

between individuals and groups and
nations are not outside of men, but
inside. They are the uncontrolled
passions of men, such as greed and
gossip. And since conflicts come from
inner causes, they must have an inner
cure. It is not enough to rearrange
outward conditions. The inner heart
must be transformed.

The British writer, Thomas Car-
lyle, suffered from headaches. He
bought himself a large hat and wore
it, hoping that thus his headaches
would be stopped! They were not
stopped by a hat! The headaches had
an inner cause, in the ill health of his i

body, of which the headaches were
only a symptom. So the disease of

war and of conflict can be cured only
by remedy which goes to the inner
cause, in an evil spirit.

I

By Halford E. Luccock

PILGRIM FELLOWSHIP RALLIES

Date Time Conference Place President
October 14 2 :30 P.M. N. C. & Va. Beverly Hills Louis Wilkins
October 21 2:30 P.M. E. N. C. Eutaw Bob Measamer
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Laymen's Sunday Is October 21

In Virginia

District Meetings

Planned

Mr. Jim Ould, president of the Lay-
men's Christian Fellowship of the

Piedmont Virginia Area, has an-

nounced plans for meetings of that

d'strict during the coming year. Meet-

ings are to be held the first Friday

in November, February, and May. The
topics announced are: November —

•

Church Visitation; February—Family
Devotions; and May — Prayer.

Mr. Martin Garren, president of the

Southern Convention, is to lead the

discussion on Church Visitation.

Other speakers will be announced
later. It is planned that the outlines

of the talks and discussions will be

mimeographed for distribution and
later use.

(This information comes from Dr.

J. Earl Danieley, president of the

Southern Convention Laymen's Fel-

lowship. Ed.)

Laymen's

Fellowship

Meetings

This week there are two important

district meetings of the Laymen's
fellowship of the North Carolina and
Virginia Conference.

The Burlington District will meet
at Moonelon, beginning with a supper
j.t 6:30 P. M., Wednesday, October 10.

Berea, Bethel, Bethlehem, Beverly
Hills, Burlington, First, Concord,

Carolina, Durham, Elon, Lakeview,
Gibsonville, Graham, Haw River,

Hope Dale, Long's Chapel, Mebane,
Shallow Ford, and Union Ridge are

to be represented.

The Greensboro district meeting is

to be held with the Greensboro First

Church on Thursday, October 11,

beginning with a supper at six-thirty

o'clock. Churches of the conference
not listed above are expected to be
lepresented.

Rev. Fred Register will speak on
"Strength in Unity," and Professor

John Graves and others who were at

Moonelon this summer will present
"What Moonelon Means to Our
Church." The program has been pre-

pared by William P. Mahan, who is

president of the Conference Laymen's
Fellowship.

LAYMEN'S FELLOWSHIP officers

at Greensboro, First, recently elected

are N. C. Monroe, president; Dr. B.

J. Christian, first vice president; J.

Paul Huffines, second vice president;

Roger Downs, secretary; and A. G.

Burton, treasurer.

Western N. C.

Laymen Meet
Sybrant Pell

The Laymen's Fellowship of the

Western North Carolina Conference
met September 29 at Pleasant Grove.
Welcome was given by James Cave-
ness, and the invocation by Rev.
Thomas Madren.

The ladies of the church served a
delicious dinner, which the laymen
and ministers greatly enjoyed. Sev-

eral groups had 50% of their mem-
bers in attendance, The High Point
Fellowship, of which Jerry L. Brady
is president, received the trophy for

the attendance with 75% there.

Seven ministers were present.

After dinner we assembled in the

church sanctuary, where H. V. Cox,

Jr. called the meeting to order and
introduced our newly organized Fel-

lowship, Hank's Chapel. This group
led the devotional service, using scrip-

ture, prayer, special music, and a

story, "A Chance to Fight Again."

The Moonelon Project was presented

and discussed. A quartet from High
Point sang several selections.

There were three speakers —
Vaughan Marlcy and Otis Craven of

Ramseur and L. E. Smith from High
Point. Mr. Marley spoke on "The Use
of Our Time." He stressed the im-

portance of preparation for using our

time wisely, and emphasized the im-

portance of study, prayer and wor-
ship. He reminded us that Christ

spent all his life in service, and stated

that we, who profess to be His fol-

lowers, should do likewise. We use

our time in connection with other

people, but also in connection with
God.

Mr. Craven spoke on "Using Our
Talents." He compared John Wesley
to the five-talent man. He traveled

225,000 miles, preached 46,000 ser-

mons, wrote 125 books, made $150,

000, died and left $50 — but he left

a spiritual experience that the v/orld

will never forget. Mr. Craven remind-

ed us that we must use our talents,

cultivate them, if they are to grow.
"Giving Tithes and Offerings" was

the subject of Mr. Smith. He explain-

ed that the system of tithes and offer-

ings was to impress on the mind of

man his responsibility to God, that

everything he has comes from God.

He stated that Christians are missing

a great blessing by not tithing.

One cannot convey to the readers

of THE CHRISTIAN SUN the great

experience we enjoyed at this meeting.

Our president is to be commended for

providing such an appropriate pro-

gram for the meeting.

Our next meeting will be at Hanks'
Chapel on Saturday before the fourth

Sunday in January.

"A FATHER'S PRAYER"
"Build me a son, O Lord, who will

be strong enough to know when he is

weak and brave enough to face him-
self when he is afraid; one who will

be proud and unbending in honest

defeat, but humble and gentle in vic-

tory. Build me a son whose wishes

vnll not replace his actions — a son
who will know Thee, and that to know
himself is the foundation stone of

knowledge. Send him, I pray, not in

the path of ease and comfort but the

ptress and spur of difficulties and
challenge; here let him learn com-
passion for those who fail.

Build me a son whose heart will

be clear, whose goal will be high; a
son who will master himself before he
seeks to master others; one who will

learn to laugh, yet never forget how
to weep; one who will reach into the

future, yet never forget the past, and
after all these things are his, this

I pray, enough sense of humor that

he may always be serious yet never
take himself too seriously. Give him
humility so that he may always re-

member the simplicity of true great-

ness, the open mind of true wisdom,
meekness of true strength; then I,

his father, will dare to whisper, "I

have not lived in vain."

by General Douglas MacArthur
(as published in "Guideposts")
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Warwick Breaks Ground
For New Church

A ROVING EDITOF?

When the Rev. A. Lanson Granger

helped to organize a new church in

Warwick, Virginia, in August 1954,

it had been not quite fifteen years
since he shared in the organization of

our church at Asheboro, North Caro-
lina. Having known the excellent

ioundation laid at Asheboro, it was
not surprising to find that similar

work is being done in Warwick.

Mr. Granger is a native of Norfolk
and was a member of First Church.
Mrs. Granger, his faithful and efficient

helper, is a product of First Church
Greensboro. They have two boys who
evidently have inherited intellectual

possibilities from their parents, and
are absorbing the culture of their

good home.

Warwick is an incorporated county
of 57.8 square miles, and is therefore

one of the largest cities in the area
when measured in miles. In recent

years the area is filling with homes
and industries. Our church property
is located by a beautiful school, be-

tween two main highways, and on
the crocs road that unites the high-

ways. Surrounding the property is a
modern development of new houses,

among which is the parsonage in

which the Grangers live. Within easy
leach there are multitudes of people,

but few churches.

At the ground-breaking for the new
church there were nice-appearing

people who could share in the service

with grace and dignity, a goodly
number who showed unusual interest,

boys and girls who shovelled dirt with
enthusiasm, and several visitors from
surrounding churches.

Who Are These PeopSe at Warwick?
How could a two year old church of

137 members underwrite a budget of

nearly $20,000, and who would list

their gifts to missions and benelvo-

lences before anything for thcm-

Reading left to right: J. H. Booth, Jr., chairman of the Board of Deacons; J. 0. Saunders, in charge of the ground-
breaking service; Forrest Coile, architect; Jerry Louder, minister of music at the First Congregational Christian

Church, Newport News; Mrs. J. B. Bianche, Jr., representing the neighbors in Deer Park Grove; Rev. A. Lanson
Granger, Jr., minister; Mrs. Marvin Sherrill, president of the Women's Fellowship; Dr. Jesse H. Dollar, minister of

the parent church; Rev. Melvin Dollar, president of the Eastern Virginia CM A; Dr. Wm. T. Scott, superintendent;

Rev. J. C. Murphy, president of the Peninsula Ministers' Association; W. B. Williams, president of Eastern Virginia

Conference; and Rev. Olin Pendleton, minister. First Church, Norfolk.

8 The Christian Sun



Home Board To Plan Program

For United Church Of Christ

eelves? That was my question as we
chatted in the parsonage.

One of them is Mrs. Marna Sherrill

whose picture appeared in this paper
last week, and who is now on a trip

to Europe to become acquainted with

the women of our churches over tliere

and to show them tliat people in

America are deeply interested in what
Ihey are doing, and who they are.

She has a family of three children and
a doctor husband, but she has much
time to give to the new church. So
does the doctor.

Have you seen "Mr. Frostie" in

frozen food boxes at the grocery

stores? Joe Saunders, a member of

Warwick church, is a partner in

Chesapeake Bay Frozen Foods, the

company that distributes "Mr. Frost-

ie" among the frozen seafoods.

There are Mr. and Mrs. A. E. John-

son, Jr., who bring their three little

children to church each Sunday. The
two-year-old goes into the play-pen

they bring so mother can play the

piano for church — for free. This

young couple seem to think that such

service is a joy.

Mrs. Joe Dale came to Warwick
irom Minnesota. She sees to it that

Friendly Service is something more
than a subject for conversation. Each
month there is a different project for

the Women s Society.

Colonel Aemil Brenchmann is re-

tired from military service of the

U. S. A. but he is very active in the

new church project. He is chairman
of the building committee.

Back to the store again. Have you
seen that new game called "13"? On
the box cover is the picture of three

very lovely boys. They are the sons

of Frank Blake and his wife who are

members of our Warwick church, and
Mr. Blake is the originator of the

game. He proposes to give ten per-

cent of his profits to the church. Mrs.
Blake's health has necessitated their

moving to Florida.

Who is the fellow making pictures

of the groimd-breaking? Is he a news-
paper man? No, he is John Holland,

a member of the church. He has a
photo studio in Warwick and special-

izes in wedding and specialty pictures.

He is making a booklet of the pictures

of the church to be sold for a dollar

each, the money to go to the church.

And so it goes. No one should be
left out in this account of the people,

tor they are the Warwick church, a
church that has great potential, a
church that is using its human power
in doing divine work.

If you ever travel between Rich-
mond and Newport News, you will

Church leaders today approved
plans for a conference that would
begin work on uniting the home mis-

sions activities of the Evangelical and
Reformed and the Congregational
Christian Churches.

Rev. Dr. Howard E. Spragg, Gen-
eral Secretary for Administration of

the Board of Home Missions of the

certainly wish to stop in Warwick.
The church building is not there yet
— they meet in the school building

or in the parsonage as they did for

two communion services on Maundy
Thursday. But the people are there,

and the church building will soon
appear.

PRAYERS OF DEDICATION
AT WARWICK

O Eternal God, whose glory fil's

all space, who are the source of all

life, the creator of the heavens and
the earth, who hast formed man out
of the dust of the ground, we thy
creatures, invoking thy blessings, bow
our faces toward the ground in rever-

ence and humility. We ask that the

spiritual seeds sown and nurtured by
this church people may fall upon good
ground which shall yield her increase

40, 60, and 100 fold, and may those

who tread this chosen ground, made
hallow by our covenant with thee this

cay, hereafter sense the mystery of

thy presence in this place, and take
their shoes from off their feet, know-
ing that the place whereon they stand
is holy ground. Amen.

—W. B. Williams

O God, our heavenly Father, wc
lift our voices in thanksgiving for the

Christian fellowship with our sister

churches in this our humble bsgin-

iiing. That beginning, we pray, will

develop into a church that will be a
solace to the stranger, a friend to th3

needy, and into a body of men, women
and children who may in devoted
Christianity call ourselves Thy chil-

dren, Thy servants. We pray that

through stewardship and Christian

lellowship our church will become a
beacon for thee in our community.
And may that beacon be seen by
many throughout our land and the
world. When we find ourselves en-

joying our own company, help us to

never exclude thee. Amen.
—Charles Heath

Congregational Christian Churches,
told that Board's Executive Commit-
tee today that the full board and staff

of the Congregational Christian

agency would meet with their counter-

parts in the Evangelical and Reformed
Church in Atlantic City, November
14 to 16.

The two denominations are sche-

duled to unite formally in June, 1957,

to become the United Church of

Christ.

"The prime objective of the At-

lantic City meeting," Dr. Spragg
stated, "is to look into the future to

see the opportunities that the union
presents and to plan boldly for the

specific steps that will be worthy of

1he significance and promise of the

United Church of Christ for home
missions, Christian Education and
evangelism."

Dr. Spragg pointed out that the

joint meeting of the two boards will

be concerned with program for the

new home missions board of the

United Church rather than with
organizational and structural details.

"The meeting will also provide op-

portunity for a mutual exchange of

mformation on present programs in

the two denominations" Dr. Spragg
explained.

Among the items to be considered

at the planning conference are church
extension and church building, evan-
gelism, stewardship, ministerial relief,

Christian education in the local

church, higher education, publishing,

and benevolent institutions.

After 14 years of negotiations the

General Council of the Congregational
Christian Churches, meeting in Oma-
ha in June, and the General Synod
of the Evangelical and Reformed
Church, meeting in Lancaster, Penn-
.sylvania, in September voted over-

whelmingly in favor of the union of

the two churches. The Uniting Synod
meeting will be held in Cleveland,

Ohio, next year.

The organizational structure of the

boards for both home and foreign

missions is set forth in the Basis of

Union which has been approved by
both denominations as the basic plan
for uniting.
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Hear, O Israel
Memory Selection: And these words, which I command thee, this day, shall

be in thine heai't ; and thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children.

Deuteronomy 6:6-7

Background Scripture: Deuteronomy 6

Devotional Reading: Psalm 78:1-7

Have you noticed that the lessons for this Quarter have been selected be-

cause they are among what may be called GREAT PASSAGES OF THE
P.IBLE ? Today's lesson, Deuteronomy 6 is certainly entitled to be in the list.

It is a great chapter.

RELIGION IN THE HEAD
"Thou shfilt teach them diligently

unto thv children." There is a content

m religion that can be, and must be,

passed from one generation to

mother, if religion is not to die out.

As someone has said, every gener-

ation is only one generation from
paganism. It is incumbent on parents

and the Church to teach religion to

children. And the Church and Sunday
School cannot do it all. Parents should

teach their children to say grace at

the table, learn how to pray, to be-

come familiar with the Bible, to give

information about the Church and
its work, and to ground their children

m the great basic beliefs of religion.

It is futile and it is unfair to expect

the Church to do all this. Here is

the divine charge or command to

teach diligently, to impart infor-

mation. It can be done; it is being

done; it is being done in many homes
today, even in our modern world.

There are families and churches which

teach religion in and through the

home. Is your home one of them?

RELIGION IN THE HOME
"Thou shalt talk of them when

1 hou sittest in thine house, and when
thou walkest in the way, and when
you liest down, and when thou risest

up. . . thou shalt write them upon the

posts of thy house, and on thy gates."

It is a plea for religion in the home,
for an atmosphere that is contagious,

for religion as a natural and ever-

present quality of home life. Precepts

are, of course, good. There is a body
of information to be passed on from
parents to child. But in the final

analysis, religion is caught and not

taught. Children can grow up in a
home in which reverence for God is

so real, in which faith is so simple

vnd genuine, in which love and loyalty

to the Church is so sincere and deep,

in which religion is made so attract-

ive, that children are rooted and
grounded in the faith, and become
religious by contagion. There are

countless boys and girls and young
people, and older people who thank
God for the heritage of a Christian

home in which they learned that re-

ligion can be a warm and happy and
satisfying thing, in which they learned

to reverence God, to love his Church,
to find jov in His Service.

RELIGION IN THE HEART
"These words that I command thee

this day, shall be in thine heart." The
snare of religion in the day of Moses,

in the day of Jesus, was, and in our
day, is, externalism. Religion tends to

become a thing of form and ceremony
and creed and externals, when as a

matter of fact true religion is a

matter of spirit. We are to love God
first with all our hearts and our souls.

Jesus happily added that we are to

love him also with our minds. It is

not particularly hard to be religious

outwardly. It is quite another thing

to be religious in our hearts. The
Bible is full of references to the im-

portance of the inner life and spirit

of man. We need not only the Word
of God in our heads; we need the

Spirit of God in our hearts. We need

not only be religious on Sunday, but

to live our religion through the week.

We need not only to have a regard

lor the letter of the law, but to be

governed by the spirit of Christ. Out
of the heart are the issues of life, and
unless there is religion in the heart,

it does not have much meaning or

power anywhere else.

AND THERE'S A REASON FOR
ALL THIS

"That it may be well with thee. . . .

e nd that thy days may be prolonged."

The laws of God are not a form of

restriction conjured up by a caprici-

ous or vindictive God. They are an
expression of love, rules of life which,

when obeyed, enrich and strengthen

and beautify, and ennoble life. There

SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON

OCTOBER 21, 1956

By Rev. H. S. Hardcastle, D.D.

Pastor of Berea and Oakland

Congregational Christian

Churches, Chuckatuck, Va.

are exceptions to the rule that good
men live long, many exceptions, but
there are not exceptions to the rule

that good men know a life that satis-

fies. Religion does not pay in dollars

and cents, but it pays. And it pays in

ways that cannot be computed in

terms of dollars and cents. God wishes
only good for his children. He has
shown them the way of life. In his

presence there is fulness of joy and
at his right hand there are pleasures

forevermore.

"And when thy son asketh thee in

time to come, saying, what mean
these testimonies and these statutes

and the judgments, which the Lord
our God hath commanded you, then
shalt thou say. . . Well what would
you say if your son asked this ques-

tion? Many a father and mother faces

an embarassing moment when chil-

dren ask even the simplest questions

about religion. What reason was the

ancient Jew to give? What answer
can we give? The basic answer is

GRATITUDE. "Thou shalt say unto
thy son, We were Pharaoh's bondsmen
in Egypt; and the Lord brought us
out of Egypt with a mighty hand. . . .

that he might bring us in to give us
the land which he swore unto our
fathers." Their obedience was a

matter of gratitude for an act of his

grace. God had done much for them.
His goodness stood approved unto that

day, and unto this day. Did not
gratitude prompt one to love him and
to obey him and to serve him? There
are several reasons why men obey
God. Some obey because of the fear

of penalty. Some because they hope
to get a reward. But the highest

motive is simply love for, and grati-

tude to a loving Heavenly Father who
delivers us from bondage and brings

us into a goodly land, figuratively

speaking.

LEST WE FORGET
"Then beware, lest thou forget the

Lord which broughtest thee out of

the land of Egypt, out of the house of

bondage." It was one thing to re-

member the Lord their God when they
were undergoing the rigors and perils

of the desert. That was easy in a

way. But what about it when they
got over into that goodly land and
had appropriated its blessings and its

benefits — its deep wells, its good
homes, its fruitful fields and vine-

yards, its fine cities? Folks who re-

member God in poverty often forget

him in prosperity. People who call

upon him when the shadows come
often forget him when the sun shines.

Lord God of Hosts, be with
us in modern America, lest we forget,

lest we forget Thee.
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Mostly For Ministers
Several of our ministers have put the editor on their mailing list so he

can know what is being announced through the weekly bulletins, the occas-

ional letter, or the monthly news-letter. This is a great help in getting the

news into this paper. It is hoped that all ministers will send their published

materials so all the churches can be "written about" in this paper.

Having served churches for a long

while, and having had the necessity

of selecting sermon topics about

which to speak to the church people,

a study of announced topics has

interested me greatly. What do you
think of these ?

SERMON TOPICS

Your Desk an Altar

Your Appointment with God

There Is a Church Here

Needed: The Whole Man
Who's Responsible?

Oil for the Lamps of God

Assurances of Jesus

God's Remembrance of Us

Doing What God Wants Us to Do
Prelude to Revival

How Important Are You?
What Prayer Can Do
How Long Until the End?
When Men Counsel with Witches

1 Do Not Understand My Own Actions

A Lazy Man's Religion

Salvation by Hope

The Creator and the Created

Stewardship Outreach and Personal

Responsibility

Financing Our Faith

Being a Christian Is Like Being an
Athlete

Living Alone ?

A Workman That Needeth Not to Be
Ashamed

Let's All Go to School

Communion Meditation

As We Walk with Jesus

After Prayer — Then What ?

A Great Chapter on Robbing God

GROWTH DEPENDS UPON FOOD
Food experts say that food makes

the person to such extent that a
change in diet may change the dis-

position. If the husband is fussy, the
cook should change the menu.

If such is the case with the daily

bread, and there must be truth in

it, what of the diet our church people
fire fed from week to week? With this

in mind, read again the topics an-

nounced by our preachers for their

services during last two months or
more. Better still, look back over the
topics you have discussed during the
past year, two years, since you
became pastor of your present church.
What have you been feeding your
people? Has it had in it all the items
that make a strong, devoted, intelli-

gent. Christian worker? Such a check
up at the end of this Conference year
may show something of what will

need to be done from the pulpit

during the coming year.

Your editor, who is in no sense
critical of our ministers, invites com-
ments on sermon topics for this

corner of the paper. What have you
to say?

SYMPTOMS OF A LAZY MAN'S
RELIGION

A Sermon Outline

1. I Need a Little More Sleep.

Proverbs 6:10.

2. Excuses: There Is a Lion in the

Way. Proverbs 26:13.

3. He Is Wise in His Own Eyes.
Proverbs 26:16.

4. He Expects a Harvest without
Working. Proverbs 13:4; 20:4.

Read about the sluggard in Pro-
verbs as found in the new translation.

Isn't this a beauty?
"The sluggard buries his hand in the

dish;

It wears him out to bring it back to

his mouth."
(Proverbs 26:15)

TEN RULES FOR CONVERTING
NOBODY

1. Let your supreme motive be
popularity rather than salvation.

2. Study to please your congre-
gation and to make reputation rather
than to please God.

3. Take up popular, passing, and
sensational themes to draw the crowd,
and avoid essential doctrines of sal-

vation.

4. Denounce sin in the abstract,

but pass lightly over sins that prevail

in your congregation.

5. If asked, "Is it wrong to dance,
play cards, or attend the theatre?"
answer very pleasantly, "Oh, that is

a matter for private judgement. It

is not for me to say you shall or shall

not."

6. Preach on the loveliness of vir-

tue and the glory of Heaven but not
on the sinfulness of sin and the ter-

rors of Hell.

7. Reprove the sins of the absent,
but make those who are present
pleased with themselves, so that they
will enjoy the sermon and not go
away with their feelings hurt.

8. Make the impression on worldly
church members that God is too good
to send anyone to hell, even if there
is a Hell.

9. Preach the universal Fatherhood
of God and the brotherhood of man
so as to show that no second birth is

really needed.

10. Do not rebuke the worldliness
of the church, but fall in with the
amusement policy. Instead of meeting
for prayer, let the people "sit down
to eat and drink and rise up to play."

Charles G. Finney

Rock-And -Roll Religion

The annual meeting of the New Jersey Conference of Seventh-Day
Adventists gave vent to a strong denunciation of certain types of religious
music. Not everyone will agree, but everyone will find the language colorful.

Arthur R. Patzer, youth secretary, charged that "too many songwriters and
authors are capitalizing on the current religious revival in the form of platter-

chatter and gospel boogie," Said he, attacking all-night religious ragtime
sessions, "It is impossible to harmonize holiness and hep cats, sanctification
and swing."

We wish Mr. Patzer well, but we've yet to encounter a workable definition
that separates 'good' religious music from 'bad' religious music.

—THE CHRISTIAN HERALD
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Founders Day At Elon
OCTOBER 15, 1956 10:30 A. M.

L. E. SMITH, PRESIDENT

During the last 25 years Founders

Day at Elon College has been observed
irregularly. All previous programs
lor this important day have centered

around personalities; individuals who
have served the college officially and
auspiciously. The program for Octo-

ber 15 will have to do with the

college itself. Special emphasis will

be placed on the achievements re-

corded, present conditions on the
campus and future possibilities.

Friends of the college have cooperated
generously with the college and have
piloted it through unfavorable cir-

cumstances and conditions and are

cooperating today as the college faces

its opportunities as well as its re-

sponsibilities. The future seem.s

bright for the college today. Obvious-
ly it cannot go alone. Elon College

can go so far and only so far as the

church, the Alumni and friends want
it to go. The road for the college

would be too lonely to walk by itself.

As we face the future the college

stands on solid ground and offers

great opportunities in the field of

Christian Higher Education. With a

greatly increased student body and a

correspondingly increased teaching

staff we are wondering what the

future holds for us and how quickly

we should move into the opportunities

that confront us. We read on the

pages of newspapers, magazines,

periodicals of different kinds that the

number of young people wishing to

enter college and should enter col-

lege will increase in numbers as the

years come and go. Elon College has
about reached its capacity so far as

instructional facilities are concerned.

Some are insisting that in the cam-
paign currently being conducted, ad-

ditional classroom space should be
provided. It will not be an easy matter
for Elon to say we have admitted all

the students that we can and we are

not providing for students who may
wish to enter. We, as a church. Alum-
ni, and a college have certain re-

sponsibilities in the field of Christian
Higher Education and it will be diffi-

cult to limit these responsibilities.

Soon we shall be compelled to make
up our minds definitely and construct
our program accordingly.

I would like to call special attention
to our Founders Day program on

Monday, October 15 at 10:30 a.m. We
are anxious to have every possible

y^lumnus present and every church in

the Southern Convention represented

by its pastor and lay-women. This is

Ic be a great day for our college and

it will in turn be a great day for our

church. The program will consist of

five minute talks from the Alumni,

the church, the Trustees and repre-

sentatives from nearby localities. The
principal address for this occasion
will be made by the Honorable Luther
Hodges, Governor of North Carolina,

;i man whose influence is not confined
to the State of North Carolina, but
extends to the furtherest borders of

our country. Special music will be
provided by the Elon College Choir. A
picnic lunch will be served on the
grounds to all who come. A tour of

1 he new buildings of the entire campus
will be arrenged. The program will

close with a tea in the afternoon.

APPORTIONMENT GIVING

When we look at the check for

conference apportionment from the
Convention office and compare the
amount with the number of churches
contributing we are agreeably sur-

prised. $865.65 is a good check in

anybody's hands. By glancing at this

report you will find that only 17
churches out of more than 200 have
contributed to this fund. Most of our
churches have already paid their ap-

portionments in full; others have paid

part; some, I am sorry to say, have
not paid any. In recent years all of

our churches in some conferences paid

their apportionments in full. What a
wonderful record it would be and how
greatly our institutions would be
helped if all of our conferences could
report that every church had paid its

conference apportionment in full.

We are nearing the end of the 1955-

56 conference year. There are a few
m.ore weeks left; enough time for

every church to raise its conference
apportionment in full. Why not deter-

mine to do it? The church will be
proud of its record and the causes
that you assist will be sent on their

way with added funds with which to

implement their program of service to

the convention and to the denomin-
ation at large.

Previously Reported: $17,661.45

Eastern North Carolina
Confsrencs:

Antioch 1^.00
Clayton 82.0(5

Mt. Gilead 20.00
New Elam 13.00
P'ope's Chapel l8.00
Shallow Well 95.00

Eastern Virginia

Conference:

Berea (Nans) 158.00
Eure 35.00
Liberty Spring 24.00
Richmond, First 100.00
Bayside 24.00

North Carolina and
Virginia Conference:
Apple's Chapel 44.00

Asheville 70.00
Durham 125.15
So. Boston 15.50

Western North Carolina
Conference:

Brown's Chapel 20.00

Virginia Valley
Conference:

Winchester 10.00

TOTAL: 865.65
GRAND TOTAL: $18,527.10

THE COACH
AND

FOOTBALL TEAM

As a rule there is criticism of the

football squad on the average college

campus. They are considered some-
what rough, ill mannered and not
caring particularly about their dress

and personal appearance.

The other day Mr. Horrell, our chef

at the college said to me, "I have no
criticism of our football boys. In fact

I commend them. They dress better

for dinner, behave themselves better

than many of the other students who
are not athletes." This is the influence

of Coach Varney. He is not only a
good coach, but a fine cooperating
gentleman. We are fortunate in having
him. The following is a letter received

from Jefferson Davis Hotel, Anniston,
Alabama that speaks for itself. We
try to see that all groups who go off

the campus representing the college

behave themselves in keeping with the
spirit and traditions of a Christian
college.
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H. E. Varney

Football Coach

Elon College, North Carolina

Dear Sir:

We would like to take this oppor-

tunity of thanking you for your most

kind and welcomed letter.

We would like also to tell you that

we have handled more than our share

of football teams and would like to

thank you, your staff and the entire

team on their behavior.

We cannot remember of handling

any other team that were more like

gentlemen than your group, and we
would also like to state that we hope

you will see fit to pay us another visit

when the opportunity permits, and we
will certainly be looking forward to

seeing you again in the near future.

Will you please be so kind as to

express our pleasure and thanks to

the entire team and tell the faculty of

the college that they have something

to be proud of indeed in their football

team.

With kindest regards,

I remain,

W. H. Cummings, Manager

Jefferson Davis Hotel

Anniston, Alabama

To Arab refuRee children, horn sinct' the partition of I'ak'stine,

milk IS not just a mid-mornin!' snark. These younffstcrs are
non-existent, according to statistics of the leediug proKram
established at the time of partition, providing for an emergency
diet of 1500 calories per day per person. Without ration cards,

the children are dependent on the meager rations of their par-

ents, unless they receive help from other sources. U.S. surplus
milk can be .sesil to them throagh tKorts of the Christian Rural
Overseas Program of Church World Service.

MY MOM
To Southern Convention Churches

The Board of Trustees

The President and The Faculty of

Elon College

request the pleasure of your presence

for

The Founder's Day Celebration

on Monday, the fifteenth of October

ninteen hundred and fifty-six

at half after ten o'clock

Whitley Auditorium

October 9, 1956

When my mom is ready to leave for town

In her ribboned hat and her silken gown,

She is as fragrant and far more fair

Than the yellow roses the gardens wear.

But, though she is lovely, I must confess

She is dearer to me in a plain home dress.

When my mom goes shopping or out to tea.

And I hurry to her, she is telling me,

"Do be carfeul, laddie! No bear hugs! No!

Are your hands clean, son? Let me see them ! Oh!

You are mussing my hair! You have bumped my hat!"

Then she shoves me away, and I don't like that.

When my mom comes home, as the dusk steals down.

And hurriedly changes her silken gown
For a gingham dress, while she softly sings,

In the kitchen she sets out the kitchen things

And she smells of cinnamon, tea and toast.

As she kisses and hugs me, I love her most.

— Edgar Daniel Kramer in THE CHRISTIAN HERALD
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Orphanage Boys
Serve The Nation

J. G. TRUITT, Supt.

Let's mention seven fine fellows

who serve their country the wide
v.'orld around. When I came to the

orphanage they were but small lads

just entering or about to enter their

teens. Now there are, six of them, in

the service of their country, and the

seventh has done his turn in Korea
and is now in State College at Raleigh
taking a special course in engineering.

Robert E. Kinch, a senior at State

College is making a fine record and
is a credit to his widowed mother and
his brother and sister both of whom
were reared also at the orphanage.

His sister is a graduate nurse, and
his younger brother has a good job

m Burlington.

William C. Harvell is at Parris

Island, S. C, where he is taking his

marine corp training. W. C, as we
called him here has come a long way,
and he rightly looks on the orphanage

as his home.

Banks Watkins is in Greenland. He
is a radio expert, smart as a whip, and
doing a good job. He rigged up many
contraptions around about this John-

ston Hall and it was easy to see he

would make a good radio man. So the

Congregational Christian Home for

Children is in Greenland!

David Haith, who after graduating

at high school was given a job in

Burlington Mills, served there

until he was drafted. David ran away
when he was in the tenth grade, to

Florida, with a schoolmate. They were
going away to get rich. But after a

few weeks on the road toward the

top they returned — the neighbor

boy back to his home and David back
here. We received David back as

though nothing had happened except

that he had grown taller over night!

From then on he was a helper, a pace

setter among the boys. He has had
some honors in the service and now
serves in England.

Woodrow Haith, David's brother,

if making a fine record in the Philip-

pines. Two of their sisters are still

here at the orphanage and are out-

standing girls.

Hugh Black has just returned from
Japan. As he sat here in my office

he told me how much this Home had
meant to him. How he remembered
it many times as he did his long

months of service in the Air Force in

Japan. He is now stationed in the

United States. Yes the Christian
Orphanage was in Japan.

Roy Black, Hugh's brother, is in

Tripoli. This is a comparatively small

iHome. But isn't it singular that seveii

of our boys represent the good work
of the Church in this humble under-

taking all around the world? Prayers
that were learned here as mischief-

loving lads have been said again and
again by brave boys who were given

a chance. Lessons learned here—con-

fidence, and training and cooperation

learned here have served them in

good stead everywhere.

The story of these seven boys is

not yet finished. No.

REPORT FOR SEPTEMBER 30, 1956

SUNDAY SCHOOLS MONTHLY OFFERINGS

Amount brought forward — - $14,733.13

Eastern North Carolina Conference
Antioch $ 9.00

Bethel 27.40

Clayton 72.00

Mt. Auburn 30.00

Mt. Gilead 40.00

New Elam 11.00

Shallow Well 83.50

Eastern Virginia Conference
Bethlehem (Nans) 66.02

Liberty Spring, S.S. 10.00

Bayside .... 32.00

North Carolina and Virginia Conference
Apple's Chapel 23.00

Durham 11.00

South Boston 7.50

$272.90

98.02

41.50

Western North Carolina Conference
Brown's Chapel 10.73

Pleasant Cross, S.S 10.41

Virginia Valley Conference
Winchester, S.S 10.00

21.14

10.00

Total $ 443.56

Grand Total $15,176.69

SPECIAL OFFERINGS
Amount brought forward $22,959.29'

Woman's Fellowship, Shallow Ford Christian Church ....$ 25.00

Circle 2, Woman's Miss. Fellowship, Suffolk Church .... 20.00

Lawrence S. Holt Trust Fund 150.00

Joe M. Norman, Jr., Leaksville, N. C. 25.00

Circle 4, Suffolk Christian Church 10.00

Vanceville Fellowship Society, Tifton, Ga 15.00

Mr. & Mrs. Emmett H. Rawles, Suffolk, Va.,

Golden Anniversary Gift 100.00

Chester H. Roth, Co., Inc. (interest) 15.00

In Memory of Frank Drawdy 2.00

In Memory of Richard M. Jones 5.00

In Memory of Richard M. Jones 5.00

In Memory of Mrs. James F. Wagoner 10.00

In Memory of Dr. Stanley C. Harrell 10.00

In Memory of Mr. Carroll Atkisson 5.00

Special Gifts 100.60

Total $ 497.60^

Grand Total $23,456.89
Total for the Week $ 941.16:

Total for the Year ..$38,633.58;
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New Finance

Worker Available

Russell J. May of Bensenville, Illi-

nois, will become an Associate Direct-

or of the Department of Church
Finance Advisory Service of the Board
of Home Missions of the Congre-
gational Christian Churches, it has
been announced by the Rev.

Dr. Truman B. Douglas, evecutive

vice-president of the Board. The
appointment became effective Octo-

ber 1.

In his new position Mr. May will

spend much of his time helping indi-

vidual churches raise money for new
buildings, expansion or renovation

programs, or for liquidating existing

indebtedness. He will conduct inten-

sive training programs of local church
laymen who will then serve as can-

vassers in the financial project.

Mr. May was formerly director of

personnel of the Wells Organization,

a church fund-raising group. He also

spent three years at Franklin Univer-

sity, Columbus, Ohio, where he organ-

ized a veteran's vocational testing and
counseling center.

A native of Pennsylvania, Mr. May
is a graduate of Syracuse University,

He received a Bachelor of Sacred
Theology degree from Boston Univer-
sity School of Theology in 1924 and
in 1933 a Master of Sacred Theology
degree from the same school.

From 1924 to 1926 Mr. May served

as pastor of the Methodist-Baptist

Church in Spencer, New York. In 1927
he and his family went to India where
Mr. May was principal of a govern-
ment subsidized boys' school. Upon
his return to this country in 1931 Mr.
May served in various pastorates of

the Methodist Church. In 1936 he
became principal of the American
School in Buenos Aires, Argentina.

During World War II Mr. May
served with the Army Branch of the

New York City Y. M. C. A. at Fort
Slocum, New York and for three years

as an Army Chaplain seeing duty in

New Guinea and the Philippines.

Upon his discharge from the Chap-
laincy, Mr. May returned to Boston
University where he did graduate
work in the field of Vocational Guid-
ance. He also studied at the Psycho-
logical Services Center, Syracuse Uni-
versity.

In addition to his work with
veterans at Franklin University Mr.

May set up the Veteran's Guidance
Center of Ohio University, Ports-

mouth, Ohio.

Mr. May is married and has two
children, Gordon, a Research Engineer
in San Jose, California, and a daugh-
ter, Marlene Maris, who entered the

fourth grade this fall.

Mr. May will live in the New York
City area and will work from the New
York offices of the Congregational
Christian Churches at 287 Fourth
Avenue.

There are too many workers who
think that retirement means life and
its usefulness are over. But they
should not and will not, if they have
kept their minds young and active.

WARREN
Members of the Woman's Fellowship

of the First Christian Church, Builingr-

ton, pay tribute to our beloved and
devoted member, Mrs. Annie Warren,
who passed away September 18, 1956.

Be It Resolved,
That we recognize that God's will is

done, as he calls his own unto Him. In

the midst of her happiness, we recognise
our deep loss. Her faithful attendan e

at church, under great physical pain, her
devotion to each cause, and her loving
thoughtfulness of each member in gla 1-

Jiess or sorrow made Annie Warren lo'ig

to be remembered by all.

That we extend our deepest symnatby
to her family and loved ones, and ask
God's richest blessing's upon them.

That a copy of these resolutions he
sent to her family, that a couy be nlaced
on record in this Fellowship, and that
a copy be sent to THE CHRISTIAN
SUN for publication.

Respectfully submitted,
Mrs. J. E. King, President
Mrs. Roy Ireland,

Chm. Memorials

The colonies elected houses of bur-

gesses and other officials, but the

right to vote so restricted, even at

the time of the Revolution, that less

than 10 per cent of the male popu-
lation had the privilege of voting. So
many qualifications were set up to

govern eligibility that the masses
could not vote. The ownership of

property might in one election give

a man the right to vote, but before the

next election he might lose the proper-

ty and thereby lose his ballot.

Sky-writing from an airplane was
origina+ed by Major John C. Savage,
English aviator, who conceived the

idea as a means of sending military

signals. The first performance was in

1922.

REMARS
In the death of Grace Isley Remars on

August 2(), 1956, there passed from
earth one whose genial and kindly dis-

position made her the friend of evety-
one. Her Christian character was an
inspiration and encouragement to all.

While we deeply grie-\ e over the loss to

our class we feel that her influence
lives and continues to speak to us.

We, the Lila B. SeMei-s Class, extetui

to her family our heartfelt Christian
sympathy in their hours of sorrow,
commending them to Him who said "Lo
I am with you always."

On Sunday, Septemher 30, the lesson
"The Great Invitation" was dedicated in

memory of Grace Remars by Mrs. J. E.
King.

Respectfully submitted,

Lila B. Sellers Class

First Christian Church
Burlington, N. C.

'^'ZSTr MEMORIAL GIFTS
Dear Dr. Truitt:

Please accept the enclosed $ as a memorial gift

to the Christian Orphanage in memory of:

(NAME OF DECEASED) (CITY) (DATE OF DEATH)

(SURVIVOR TO BE WRITTEN) (ADDRESS)

Name

Address

3n iWemodam
"Blessed are the dead ivho die in the Lord."

October 9, 1956 15



OUR HERITAGE AND AN OPPORTUNITY

The Pilgrim Church House,

London, S.E.I.

England.
05 Gt. Dover Street

Dear Friend,

PILGRIM FATHERS' MEMORIAL CHURCH, 1592-1956

This letter is a most earnest anpeal to you from the oldest Congregational Chiireh in the world. The
Church of the Pila:r)m Fathers, Southwark, Lond n, took its rise from the Clink Prison in that neighbourhood,
where Barrowc and Greenwood, the Martyrs, helped to initiate it. John Penry, a third martyr, joined its

fellowship when it was formally constituted "in the house of one Roger Rippon" outside the prison, in 1592.

Its membership contributed a party to the voyagers of the Mayflower in l(i20 and the Church eventually
took the name of the Pil-^rim Fathers' Meinorisl Church. As such a large building was erected for it in the
New Kent Road, about 185fi, with generous aid from American Congregationalists. This building was destrov-
ed by enemy action in 1940 but the Church has been kept alive in a Church House in Great Dover Street.

Now the London County Council has granted a new site in exchange for the old one, on the corner of a
large new Housing Estate. A new and large constituency will be brought to the very doorsten of the new
Church which is now in pro ess of building. T'^e Church will cost £17,500 (52,000 dollars) and is due to be
opened by the American Ambassador to Great Britain on Friday, October 5th next.

£5,000 (15,000 dollars) ai'c required to supplement the £12,500 (37,000 dollars) which represents the
claim acknowledged by the War Damage Commission.

We feel sui'c that Con"-regationalists all over the world would like to share with us the privilege of
helping to rehouse worthily "the antient Church" as it has been called — this Mother-Fellowship of World-
Congregationalism.

Here is "the )iit whence we wore digged" — a pit cf suffering and martyrdom and of glorious loyalty.

To remember our brave oj-io-ins is to feel the holy impulse to a like sacrifice for the sacred witness of the
Churches of our Order. If all to whom this letter comes will respond, our appeal will be a burden to none,
yet will have its measure of happy sacrifice.

We therefore leave our anpeal confidently in yourhands and, with all Christian greotings, remain,

Yours, in the name of Christ,

Albert D. Belden, Mmistrr.
W. E. Sedgwick, Church Sccrclari/.

John Lee, Secretary of the Church Manugcmnit
and Bvilclmg Fund Committee.

Hedley F. Smith, Treasurer of the Building Fund.

July, 1950
Dear Friend,

The enclosed will come as a surorise to you, but 1 trust you will not feel it to be a liberty. It is occasioned
by a most unusual and historic occasion, as you will see.

We are not soeVing a large gift from anv Church or organization but rather to provide an opportunity
for Congregational Churches everywhere to share in our sacred task. It is our intention to inscribe the name
of every responding Church unon an illuminated scroll, which will adorn a specially beautiful Mayflower
Memorial Room in the new building.

We hope the Church will bc-ome a centre of great interest to all Congregational visitors to London.
Trusting that we may hear from you in due course with any message you may care to send.

I am, dear Friend,

Yours sincerely,

ALBERT D. BELDEN

16 The Christian Sun



MOTTO:

In essentials. Unity

In non-essentials. Liberty

In all things. Charity

THIS WEEK

WOMEN'S CONFERENCES

VOLUME 103 OCTOBER ]6, 1956 NUMBER 39

NEXT WEEK

ANNUAL CONFERENCES

Organ of the Southern Con-
iv e n t i o n of Congregational
Christian Churches.

Editorial and Publication

offices at Asheboro, North
Carolina.

Subscription office:

Elon College, North Carolina.

WOMEN'S FELLOWSHIP TOUR GROUP

AT THE UNITED NATIONS ON WAY TO VISIT

CHURCHES IN EUROPE

1st row, left to right — Mrs. Mary D. Cook, Santa Ana, California;

Mrs. Alice C. Gordon, Portland, Oregon; Mrs. Naomi Edkahl,

Boston, Massachusetts; Mrs. Mary Ann Williams, Lake Worth,

Florida, leader of the group; Mrs. Esther Thomas, Greenville, Ohio;

Mrs. Ethel Asleson, Minneapolis, Minnesota; and Mrs. Marna

Sherrill, Warwick, Virginia.

2nd row, left to right ~ Mrs. Jessie B. Fisher, Berkeley, California;

Mrs. Dorothy Nelson, Valley City, North Dakota; Mrs. Lynda

Mitchell, Hartford, Connecticut; Mrs. Faith Drobish, Marysville,

California; Mrs. Janice Woods, West Hartford, Connecticut; Mrs.

Verne S. Christenson, Newaygo, Michigan; Mrs. Ketha Olson,

Birmingham, Michigan.

3rd row, left to right — Mrs. A!ma H. Myer, Harwich, Massachu-

setts; Mrs. Fern Davis, Kensington, Maryland; Mrs. Stella Rems-

berg, St. Paul, Minnesota; Mrs. Susan Stifler, Amherst, Massachu-

setts; Mrs. Lorna Swarts, Milroy, Pennsylvania; and Mrs. Keona

Garrison, Osborne, Kansas.

4th row, left to right — Miss Marguerite Davison, Oak Park,

Illinois; Mrs. Jean C. Rasmussen, Glencoe, Minnesota; Mrs. May
Reed, Jacksonville, Florida; Mrs. Marian P. Heininger, El Paso,

Texas; and Mrs. Pearl Fellows, Clear Lake, Iowa.



Suggestions For
Laymen's Sunday

J. E. DANIELEY

Theme : THE TRUTH WILL MAKE YOU FREE.

Text: You will know the truth, and the truth will nnake you free. John 8:32

SOME CENTRAL THOUGHTS
Knowledge of the truth brings release from many of man's difficulties

(hate, fear, jealousy, bitterness, disease . . .).

Freedom is a state of being where men can truly grow into more mature
sons of God; people love others and are willing to sacrifice to help to care

for them.

We realize truth and freedom only if we apply the moral and spiritual prin-

ciples for living as they were revealed by Christ (not only learn but apply).

We can promote this freedom by knowing more about Christ as revealed

in the Gospels, by developing a more meaningful prayer-life, by sharing our
Christian experiences with others, and by applying our spiritual values to

everyday situations.

There is no freedom apart from responsibility; one must give freedom to

others in order to possess it himself; this calls for the application of the

Golden Rule.

SOME USEFUL QUOTATIONS
"No man is free who is not master

of himself" — Epictetus.

"He is the free man whom the truth

makes free, and all are slaves beside"
— Cowper.

"There is no fit search after truth

which does not, first of all, begin to

live the truth which it knows" —
Horace Bushnell.

"What we have in use of the image
of God is the love of truth and justice"

— Demosthenes.

"The greatest homage we can pay
to truth is to use it" — Emerson.

".
. . truth, like light, travels only

in straight lines" — Colton.

"Truth lies in character. Christ did

not simply speak the truth; he was
the truth ; truth, through and
through; for truth is a thing not of

words but of life and being" —
Robertson.

"Christianity knows no truth
which is not the child of love and the

parent of duty" — Brooks Phillips.

"The most natural beauty in the

world is honesty and moral truth; for

all beauty is truth" — Shaftesbury.

"The way of truth is like a great
road. It is not difficult to know it.

The evil is only that men will not
seek it" — Meneius.

"Men must love the truth before
they thoroughly believe it." — South.

"Truth crushed to the earth will

rise again; the eternal years of God

are hers; but error wounded writhes

m pain, and dies amid her worship-

pers" — Bryant.

OTHER SCRIPTURES

Other Scriptures that may help

are: John 10:13; II Corinthians

3 3:5-8; Galatians 5:1; Ephesians
6:14; I Timothy 3:15; and II Timothy
4:3-5.

Laymen, please write a story about

your Laymen's Sunday program for

THE CHRISTIAN SUN and send it

to the editor. We want to know what
is being done, and in this way each

helps the other.

O'KELLY'S CHAPEL TO
HAVE HOMECOMING

The Pilgrim Fellowship of our Dur-
ham church invites all churches of

the Convention to join in a special

service at O'Kelly's Chapel on Octo-

ber 28.

Basket dinner at 12:30 will be
followed by a pilgrimage to the grave
of James O'Kelly the founder of the

Christian Church in this area, a ser-
^

vice of worship in the church with
j

the Durham choir singing and Dr.

L. E. Smith preaching, and the

organization of an O'Kelly Chapel
Memorial Association.

The chapel is located about four

miles off highway 54 between Chapel 1

Hill and Nelson. A state historical

marker indicates the turn from the
|

highway.

REV. DUANE VORE will be the

host pastor of the Mid-West Regional

meeting when it gathers at First
!

Congregational Church in Battle

Creek, Michigan, October 16-18. More
\

than 500 delegates are expected from
sixteen states. The National Women's
Fellowship program-planning commit-
tee will meet there October 18 and
19. Mrs. F. C. Lester expects to attend

that committee meeting.

COMMITTEE ON THE MINISTRY
of the Western North Carolina Con-
ference will meet in the Asheboro
church at two o'clock, Sunday after-

noon, October 28, says the chairman,
Rev. Mack Welch. All who wish to

meet with the committee are invited

to attend.
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REV. RUSS SHAFFER

NEW MINISTER IN PORTSMOUTH

On October 2, the Reverend Russ
Shaffer and his family moved into

the parsonage of First Congregational
Church, Portsmouth, Virginia. During
the summer he had served as supply
pastor of our Circular Church in

Charleston, South Carolina.

Mr. Shaffer is a native of Philadel-

phia, and his wife. Patsy Murphy,
of Camden, Arkansas. Their children

are Mark, 4, Steve, 3, and Laurie 1.

As a combat pilot Mr. Shaffer
served eighteen months in the South
Pacific while in the Air Force from
1942-1945.

He received a Bachelor of Arts
from the University of Pennsylvania
in 1948, and Bachelor of Divinity from
Southern Methodist University in

Dallas, Texas, in 1952. He entered
the ministry after graduation and
served Methodist churches until this

year.

Real estate, banking, Dun and Brad-
street, and Goodyear Tire Company

I

gave Mr. Shaffer training previous to

i
his ministerial undertaking.

ij

Ij Happy landing and a successful

i
mission in Portsmouth. That is a

,

grand church to serve, and there have
:
been giants in that pulpit.

The Lincoln statue in the Lincoln
Memorial, Washington, D. C, is

nearly 20 feet high and weighs 150
tons, and is considered the largest
statue ever carved.

Pastor^s Paragraphs
The first of October marks the

beginning of another new year in the

history of the Suffolk Christian

Church. It will be our ninety-seventh

year! And what wonderful years all

of them have been for our beloved

church! Sometimes, as I walk through
the halls and class-rooms of our build-

ing, or pause for a moment of quiet

meditation in the sanctuary, I think

to myself, "If only these walls could

talk." Maybe someone will write a

book with that title, someday: "If

These Walls Could Talk". Think of

what they could say: nearly a hun-

dred years of hopes and fears and
dreams and triumphs on the part of

thousands of people, living and dead,

as they have come into this house of

the Lord, day after day and week
after week, seeking to draw closer

to God and to discover how close,

really, He is to them. They would
speak of the heroes of the faith who
have been nurtured here, of the saints

whose praises have been sung far and
wide, but also of those other saints

who were quiet and unheralded for

all of their lives and yet were equally

precious in the sight of their God and
who served the cause of His Kingdom
just as well.

One cannot think back over ail

these years without a strong sense

of how great is our heritage; one
impossible to measure, but which we
can feel just the same. As children

are born, as new friends come into our

community and become a part of our
church, as ministers come and go,

all the people of a new generation are

the recipients of something which
they did not build, but which is simply
given to them to share and to serve

with care. When we think of how
much those who have gone before

have left to us we can hardly avoid

asking ourselves the question: "Does
all of this mean as much to us as it

did to those who achieved it with such
sacrifice? Do we serve it as well as

we should? Are we becoming worthy
of our heritage, or do we take it too

much for granted?" These are im-

portant questions. They can be an-

swered, in each of our minds and
hearts, only as we continue to give

to our church the best that we can,

lemembering that we would like to

pass it on in as fine condition as it

was given to us and, if we dare pre-

sume it possible, even a bit better.

George D. Alley

In Suffolk Christian Church
NEWS LETTER

RICHMOND'S NEW MINISTER

The Rev. Rufus Anslcy of Sanford,

Maine, has accepted a call from our

R,ichmond, Virginia, church, and will

begin work there November 1. He
will arrive in time for the Eastern
Virginia Conference.

A native of Newborn, Georgia, and
a graduate of Young Harris College,

Mr. Ansley served for nine years as

a high school principal in Georgia
and Alabama before he entered the

ministry of our church in 1930. He
served rural parishes in Alabama
1930-1934, at Centerbrook, Connecti-

cut, 1934-1937, in Syracuse, New
York, 1937-1939, First Congregational
Church of Buffalo, New York, 1939-

1943, Haverhill, Massachussetts, 1943-

1949, and North Parish Church, San-
lord, Maine, since then. Records indi-

cate that he had a very successful

pastorate in Sanford.

He served in the United States

Marines in 1917-1918.

He has studied at Yale and Hart-
ford, receiving a B. D. from the latter

in 1937.

Mr. Ansley married Miss Ronda
Madden in 1935. They have one son,

Rufus.
Dr. Ronald Bridges, former Mode-

rator of the General Council, is a
deacon of the Sanford church. He
sends his greetings to us who know
him through his minister who comes
to make his home among us. A very
cordial welcome to the Rev. Mr.
Ansley and his family as they head
back to the Southland and serve in

our very important church in Rich-
mond.

October 16, 1956 3



EDITORIALS

Our Women's Work
It is with pride that THE CHRISTIAN SUN presents

this week reports of the work of the women of the

Southern Convention. The best organized group, and the

most effective, in our churches is the Women's Fellow-

ship.

Since 1912 when the organized work began under the

leadership of Mrs. Charles H. Rowland, then of Franklin,

Virginia, the movement has gone steadily forward. The

bits of study and the meager gifts of those days nearly

half a century ago could hardly prophesy the accomp-

lishments of today. But it was a solid foundation on

which could be built a sound structure of Christian edu-

cation and stewardship.

In the early days the societies in churches, confer-

ences, and conventions were called "missionary." Now
the name is changed to "fellowships." When mission

work began the big idea was to give something to

another person or group. The poor unfortunates who
had never known of the fine things we have were to

be told how they could come up to our class. We sent

missionaries to the heathen.

Perhaps the heathen have come up to our class —
or we have settled down to theirs. It is quite difficult

now to say which country is Christian and which is

heathen. What standard shall we use? Shall we say

that the one which consumes the most alcoholic bev-

erages, has the highest divorce rate, smokes the most
cigarettes, owns the most automobiles, and explodes

the most atomic and hydrogen bombs is the most Chris-

tian? At any rate the women have decided that the

best way to do missionary work is to enter into a

fellowship with other human beings both at home and
abroad, and to endeavor to make that fellowship accord-

ing to the Christian pattern.

Other Changes
In the early days each local group studied mission

books. Month after month a member of the group would
lead a discussion on a chapter in one of the inter-

denominational mission study books. Then came the day
when the books were passed around for all to read.

Now the popular plan is to have someone, likely an
outsider who is rather expert at the job, review the

mission study books. Members are not expected to

read all the books, and only one meeting is used for a

book. This gives time for many other things. Hence,

there is a packet of literature with materials enough for

each of the twelve monthly meetings.

"Dues" have changed to offerings — sacrificial offer-

ings, thank offerings, all kinds of offerings. This ap-

pears to be a better form of stewardship, for it permits

those who have little to give little and those who have

more to give more. The amount given during a year

by our women grows to be a sizable sum, as can be seen

by reference to their financial report on page nine.

But the giving of money does not satisfy in this

fellowship. Gifts of things — made, bought, or used —
are collected and sent to people who need them. Thus

hospitals, schools, mission stations, and relief agencies

are able to distribute personal and useful items to those

in need. These are gifts that come directly from the

hands of women who send their prayers and "fellowship"

with the gifts. This is called Friendly Service.

The Ladies Aid Society is now a part of the Fellow-

ship. Gifts that go to the uttermost parts of the world

are only a fraction of what is done by the local groups.

Inquire about who visits the sick, sends flowers, cleans

the church, attends the altar, buys the organ, and does

the thousand and one other things that make the dif-

ference in a church, and quite likely the answer will be:

"Why, the women do that."

So, the fellowship grows, the work goes on, and the

women challenge the churches to take "the high road"

to fellowship and success.

The Laymen's Fellowship

The Laymen's Fellowship is beginning to take its

rightful place alongside the Women's Fellowship. They
are not studying mission books as do the women, and
their programs are not yet so well defined as that of

the women, but the men are getting together, laying

plans, and proposing programs of progress that will

improve the total church program.

Their first major project was to make Moonelon a
Convention Center so youth and other groups could

have a lovely place for meetings. Some of the men now
feel that this project was a bit too "major" for the first

undertaking. To raise thirty or forty thousand dollars

is no small task. The men are struggling with it, and
in all probability they will come through with flying

colors.

One of the excellent things about the work of both
men and women is that they are uniting with the de-

nominational program. This lifts the vision, and as we
associate with people from all over the country, and the

world, we become bigger and better people.

And so, God bless both the men and the women as
they lead us forward in Christian activity. We will see

many laymen in the pulpits next Sunday as they lead

the worship on Laymen's Sunday.
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Three Fine Women's Conferences
MRS. F. C. LESTER, President, Southern Convention Women

It was my privilege — and I mean that — to attend the annual women's
conferences in each of our areas: North Carolina at Reidsville on October 2,

Eastern Virginia at Holland on October 4, and Valley of Virginia at New
Hope near Harrisonburg on October 5. My husband, in his capacity as

newsgatherer for THE CHRISTIAN SUN and curator of the church history

room, chauffeured Mrs. F. Gushing Foss and me to the latter two meetings.

Three hundred were registered at

each of the first two meetings, and
seventy-five were present at the

Valley session. Mrs. Foss, chairman
for the Woman's Gift in our National

Women's Fellowship, told of Our
Christian World Mission in a way that

brought it close to each of us. It was
especially fine to have her present

to answer questions about the Wom-
an's Gift, to which our Thank Offer-

ing will go next year.

While the three sessions were
similar, there was a "local flavor"

about each which made it especially

enjoyable and distinctive. Let me
share some impressions with those

who could not attend all three.

At the N. C. meeting, we missed

our president, Mrs. Mark Andes, and
it took two of us, Mrs. W. E. Briggs

and myself, to try to replace her as

"president." At this meeting I es-

pecially liked — the introduction, (by

Dr. W. T. Scott, ) of visitors and min-

isters and new ministers' wives; the

greetings from Mrs. J. L. Levens of

the E. and R. Church and Mrs. Jud-

Ron King from the Convention of the

South ; the fact that the offering went
for a specific purpose (the Church
History Room

)
; the departmental

displays which were visited by half

the delegates while the others ate

lunch; and the spirited business ses-

] sion during which questions were
asked on such matters as the Wom-
an's Gift and the new Constitution

. and By-Laws. The new Constitution

, follows the outline of the National

i
Fellowship, replacing the eleven com-
mittees and departments with six

"areas of work." These were presented

by the six new chairmen in a panel,

! so that all could be familiar with the

"new order of things."

The Eastern Virginia session was
"personalized" for Mrs. Foss by the

fact that the parents of both the host
pastor and his wife (Rev. and Mrs.

J. H. Lightbourne, Jr. ) live in Rhode
Island and are long-time friends and

I fellow church workers of hers. Our
,

sympathy went to Mrs. Ray Gordon
I

as she presided with a bad cold and
a sore throat — no easy task ! Friend-

MRS. F. C. LESTER

!y Service presentation by Mrs. Raye
Knight, who had prepared for each
society quotas and extra suggestions
in each of five fields suggested by our
national secretary, was excellent. A
different feature was a report from
the Southern Convention Pilgrim

Fellowship president. Miss Faye Gor-
don. Special music by Doris Hoyt,
Rev. O. D. Poythress, Miss Joyner,

and Mrs. George Alley (who closed

the session with "Savior, Again to

Thy Dear Name") was appreciated by
all.

Although only nine churches were
represented at the Valley meeting,

the spirit of the session was excellent

with Mrs. Cecil Whitlock in her

gracious manner making everyone
feel "at home." One thing long to be
lemembered was the bountiful free

lunch served picnic style in the new
Sunday school rooms. The one minis-

ter from the Valley who was present

was Rev. E. H. Taylor, of the Harris-

(mburg Evangelical and Reformed
Church! His wife brought greetings

from their denomination, and they
brought five women from their

church with them. Special music by
young people from Winchester and

New Hope added to the session, as

did that by the secretary, Mrs.

Shirley White. A new constitution,

following the lines of the Southern
Convention women's, was adopted.
Your president is pleased that the
Valley Conference voted to entertain

the Women's Convention next spring,

if details can be worked out.

GLEANED FROM REPORTS

VALLEY women raised more
money this year than ever before,

and hope to reach their goal for the

biennium. They also have more Life

Memberships and Memorials than
usual.

PACKETS, 256 of them, have been
sold in larger numbers than ever be-

fore, says Mrs. W. B. Williams of

1253 24th Street, Newport News,
Virginia. If you want packets, write
her immediately, for she is completing
this job soon.

COMMITTEES have done the work
in the North Carolina Conference,
says their president, Mrs. Mark W.
Andes, who commends the committee
on Constitution: Miss Susie Allen,

Mrs. H. E. Robinson, Mrs. W. T. Scott,

and Mrs. W. E. Wisseman; Rallies:

Mrs. R. M. Cline, Mrs. J. C. Newell,
and Mrs. R. L. Jackson; Conference
Program: Mrs. D. W. Shepherd, Mrs.
N. C. Monroe, and Mrs. F. P. Regis-
ter; Nominating: Mrs. B. B. Johnson,
Mrs. S. L. Mauldin, and Mrs. S. H.
Pell.

* * *

Mrs. W. E. Briggs says of her work
as North Carolina friendly service

chairman: "It has enriched my life

and made it possible to become better
acquainted with you and the
churches."

Mrs. Raye V. Knight, Eastern Vir-
ginia chairman of friendly service,

urges societies to "do" their quotas
early, since national reports are to

be in by April, and the dedication
service in the packet is planned for
December.

* -x- *

Mrs. J. C. Newell, ASHEBORO
DISTRICT superintendent, reports

visits to twelve churches, two meet-

ings held for local society presidents,

and one new society organized. Mrs.

R. M. Cline, SANFORD DISTRICT
superintendent, comes a close second

with nine churches visited, two presi-

dents' meetings and one new society

organized.
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Valley Women^s

Conference Reports

Mrs. Shirley White, Secretary

Some of the Friendly Service done
in the 5 districts composed of

19 churches: Sent fruit baskets and
packages to Greece, handkerchiefs

to Africa, sheets and wash clothes to

Elon, wool blankets to France, used

clothing to Philippines, to India Flood

relief, supported children in India and

Japan and sent scrap books and greet-

ing cards to Turkey.

There were 15 Life Memberships

purchased and 3 Memorials given the

past year.

The Visual Aids Film "The Secret

Gift" was used.

The following Resolutions were

adopted: —
1. That we express our heart felt

thanks to our officers for their

splendid work this past year.

2. That we each pray earnestly for

our missionaries and their work at

home and away.

3. That we encourage more ladies

trom each church to join Women Fel-

lowships and attend Rallies to be-

come better acquainted with our

mission work.

4. That we buy and work with study

packets prepared for our use.

5. That we extend our thanks to our

guest speakers for their inspiring

addresses.

6. That we graciously thank the New
Hope Church for the welcome and

hospitality we have received.

Miss Susie Allen, veteran North

Carolina TREASURER, used seven

pages in the report book — some

bookkeeping. Eighty-two churches

paid on apportionment, seventy-five

gave to the Thank Offering, thirty-

five gave Life Memberships and fif-

teen gave Memorials.
* * -X-

MEMORIALS were given for sev-

eral men. Elon for Dr. S. W. Caddell,

Calvary for A. P. Coble, Greensboro

(First) for Dr. S. C. Harrell, Palm
Street for A. D. Hinshaw, Salem
Chapel for A. J. Gerrey, Wake Chapel

for W. J. Balentine, Cypress Chapel

for Clarence Bunch, and Christian

Temple for J. J. Pitt. (The list for

the Valley is not at hand.)

WINDSOR WOMEN REORGANIZE
Mrs. Hattie Felton

The women of the Windsor church
&re looking forward to a new day. A
Women's Fellowship has been organ-

ized recently and the women are most
enthusiastic. Our goal is every woman
of the church at work through the

Fellowship. This is the first time we
have had our women's work under one

central organization, and we feel sure

that this unity will give us strength.

We have adopted as our purpose, the

one given by the National Women's
Fellowship, "To Cultivate the Spirit

of Christ in every area of human life."

We got off to a wonderful start

when we had our first Fellowship

meeting on September 10. At this

time 17 very capable officers, circle

chairmen, committee chairmen, and
missionary superintendents were
elected and installed and are now
making ready to guide us in our new
venture. Mrs. J. C. Griffin is our Fel-

lowship President and we are looking

forward to a wonderful year under
her leadership.

The Fellowship is divided into three

circles more or less according to com-
mon interests. The circles will meet

simultaneously once each month and

the Fellowship once each quarter.

The Program committee is already

busy making plans for the program
for the year and preparing year
books. Likewise other groups are

busy making plans to carry out their

duties.

Our big day was Sunday, Septem-
ber 16. On that day we observed
"Women's Sunday" in our church to

launch our Fellowship and give us
a build-up for our new organization.

The Women were in charge of the
(mtire morning worship service. Our
theme for the day was "We Dedicate
Ourselves." A number of our women
led the worship, only women filled

the choir, and others served as ushers.

Statement of Purpose was given by
Mrs. W. A. Grissom. Miss Gladys
Yates of Suffolk, Virginia was the
guest speaker, using as her topic,

"The Use of One's Talents." The ser-

vice was concluded with a dedication
led by the Fellowship President.

After this special service we feel in-

spired and challenged to do greater
things for our church and for our
God.

Enter Quietly Please

Church At Communion
Janet Forrester Welsh

Candle glow and gleaming silver highlighted the soft lit sanctu-

ary. The organ murmured in soft worship. The congregation sat

hushed and still as the minister moved silently to the communion
table. A communion service, doubly meaningful and significant,

was about to begin; a service of World Wide Communion.

The minister lifted the bread from the table and asked that each

one who partook do so individually as the plate was passed, thus

symbolizing the individual need for Christ. As he lifted the wine
he asked that each cup be held until all had been served that all might
partake together, symbolizing unity . . . the corporate body of

Christ.

At this time a new and significant step was added to the service.

All who were of other nations came forward with the deacons of

the church and each in turn drank from one silver goblet, symboliz-

ing and bringing to realization in this place the ideal for which
World Wide Communion is striving: Universal Unity, the brotherhood
of man embracing one church in Christ.

This took place on World Wide Communion Sunday, October 7,

1 956, at the Community Church of Elon College.
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Think On These Things
A Devotional Meditation at the Eastern Virginia Woman's Conference

MRS. CLYDE FIELDS

Dr. Norman Vincent Peale, a well known New York minister, has written

several popular books around the theme "The Power of Positive Thinking."

One of these books bears this exact title.

Paul, in writing a letter to the Philippian church of the New Testament

times, gives the Scriptural basis for Dr. Peale's books. Paul writes in

Philippians 4:8, "Whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest,

whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things

are of good report; if there be any virtue, if there be any praise, think on

these things."

Here we find the power of positive

spiritual and moral virtues. This is

not a gospel of negation but a gospel

of positive values. Here we have no

list of forbidding "shalt nots" but

? beckoning list of joy-producing

positive virtues.

Truth has positive moral and

spiritual values. The untrue has nega-

tive quality and value. Jesus said,

"The truth will set you free." Truth

sets us free from shallow and super-

ficial thinking. Truth sets us free

from the little suspicions, rumors,
whisperings, and half-truths that fill

the negative mind. A mind filled with
truth has no time or room for the

breeding of negative thoughts that
lead to prejudice and hate. The nega-
tive mind filled with half-truths is

like a swamp which breeds mosquitos.
The positive mind filled with truth
is like the beautiful lake with grace-

ful swans swimming on its surface.

Truth is light and a positive good.

Untruth is darkness and negative

^

thinking.

,
Honesty and Justice are positive

moral and spiritual goods. They are

produced when the mind is filled with
sincerity and positive thoughts. Such
a mind looks for honesty and integrity

in others because one possesses such
virtues within himself. To seek for the

j
dishonest and the unjust in others is

to find it but also to betray some
inner lack within ourselves. When our
minds and hearts seek honor and
justice for our own moral code we do

I much to create a favorable environ-
ment for such to grow in the lives

of others. The desire for honesty and
justice helps to build bridges of

brotherhood across racial and eco-

nomic lines. There is much room for

this positive virtue in our troubled

times.

Lovely and of Good Report — The
mind filled with a desire for the

beautiful and the good has little time

to seek the sordid and the ugly. Posi-

tive Christians spend so much time

developing the good and the lovely

that they have little time to spend
with the negative. Magazines of a

certain type make millions by spread-

ing the rumor, the half-truth, the

sordid, and the ugly. Such confiden-

tial inside low-downs on public people

make money for the magazine, but

plant distrust, suspicion and ugliness

in the minds of the readers. This kind

of negative cloudiness of mind appeals

to the Satanic and evil in us. Paul
would have us see the rose as well

as the thorn, the last chapter as well

as the first, the saint hidden beneath

the outer shell of frustrated human
beings, and the transforming miracle

that takes place when the positive

grace of God drives out the negative

blackness of negative lives.

Jesus practiced the power of posi-

tive good. He sought to fill himself

and his friends with this radiant phi-

losophy of life. His was the spirit-

filled mind and heart that could look

at a sinful Magdalene and find a po-

tential Madonna once her mind and
heart were changed.

As a man thinketh in his heart, so

is he. May Christ give us the positive

mind and heart that is able to think

on positive moral and spiritual values

so as to find the "power of positive

living." Think on these things!

God, who touchest earth with beauty,
Make me lovely, too,

With thy spirit recreate me;
Make my heart anew.

Like thy springs and running waters,

Make me crystal pure;

Like thy rocks of towering grandeur,
Make me strong and sure.

God, who touchest earth with beauty,

Make me lovely, too;

Keep me ever by thy spirit,

Pure, and strong and true.

— Mary S. Edgar

Prayer: O God of Light and Truth,

break in upon our darkness and self-

content. Open our minds that we may
think thy thoughts, and our hearts

that we may love as Thou dost love.

May truth be more precious to us

than the approval of the world. Let
prejudice and selfishness die out in

us, and the open-mindedness of Jesus

have right of way. Amen.

StudyYour Schools

With its 650,000 members in 6,000

local associations,

The National Education Associ-

ation, which is observing its Cen-
tennial through 1957, has published a

12-page leaflet, "To Consider Edu-
cation in a Changing World," which
ip to help community groups in plan-

ning meetings on problems related to

the schools.

Upon request, the leaflet is avail-

able without charge to community
group leaders, club presidents, and
members of program and education

committees.

The leaflet contains outlines of

seven topics and a plan for a review

of the history of the schools in the

local community. The emphasis in the

leaflet is entirely upon examination

of the community's own schools in

the light of developments since the

National Education Association was
lounded in 1857. The seven topics

included are:

Manpower Shortage and Education

Our School Board at Work
Education for Leisure

School Building for Today
Education for Safe Living

Discipline for Today's Children

A School Program for Today
The NEA announces that the leaf-

let offers outlines for programs ap-

propriate for meetings of civic and

service organizations. It is addressed

particularly to community group

leaders.

Order from Centennial Office, The
National Education Association, 1201

Sixteenth Street Northwest, Washing-

ton 6, D. C.
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Directory —
SOUTHERN CONVENTION — 1955-57

GENERAL OFFICERS

President — Mrs. F. C. Lester, 840 Sunset Ave., Asheboro, N. C.

Vice President — Mrs. Clyde Fields, 801 Sunset Ave., Asheboro, N. C.

Recording Secretary — Miss Susie Allen, 612 W. Lane St., Raleigh, N. C.

Corresponding Secretary — Mrs. Edward Bresko, 1638 Mt. Vernon St.

Petersburg, Va.
Treasurer— Mrs. J. D. Strader, Sr., Box 767, Burlington, N. C.

Historian — Mrs. L. W. Stagg, 400 W. 34th St., Norfolk, Va.

Editor — Mrs. J. H. Booth, Jr., 143 Winchester Dr., Hampton, Va.

Summarized

Treasurer's

Reports

1955-56

EASTERN VIRGINIA

Receipts

Balance on Hand $ 284.32

Women's Societies 4860.39

Young People 930.36

Juniors ..— 418.22

Cradle Roll 403.03

Life Memberships 560.00

Memorials 280.00

Thank Offering (So. Africa) 1373.54

Conference Offering 129.82

District Rallies - 165.94

Miscellaneous 51.60

$9457.22

Disbursements

Convention Treasurer $8727.89

Young People's Treasurer ... 32.50

Va. Council Church Women 50.00

Expenses - 264.12

$9074.51
Balance on Hand % .382.71

Mrs. George Cornell, Treasurer

NORTH CAROLINA

Receipts

Women's Societies $10,728.09
Young People 20.70

Juniors 326.42

Cradle Roll 400.19

Conference Offering

Women's Gift) 142.65

Rally Offerings (Ceylon) . 206.59

Miscellaneous 74.75

$11,899.39

Disbursements

Convention Treasurer:
Missions $ 7,370.50

Thank Offering 1,967.68

Life Memberships 660.00
Memorials 210.00
Woman's Gift 159.70
Miscellaneous 398.59

N. C. Council Church
Women 50.00

Va. Council Church Women 5.00

United Church Women 162.46
Christian Children's Fund 120.00
Youth Fellowship 20.70

Expenses 774.76

$11,899.39

Susie D. Allen, Treasurer

8

CHAIRMEN OF STANDING
COMMITTEES

Spiritual Life — Mrs. Raye V. Knight,

Chuckatuck, Va.

Friendly Service — Mrs. Clyde Fields,

801 Sunset Ave., Asheboro, N. C.

Life Memberships and Memorials —
Mrs. Garland Spratley, Dendron,
Virginia.

Interdenominational Cooperation —
Mrs. Carl Wallace, 1910 Lyon Rd.,

Fayetteville, N. C.

Literature — Mrs. W. B. Williams,

1253 24 St., Newport News, Va.
Christian Family Life — Mrs. J. S.

Rollings, Sr., Box 339, Suffolk, Va.

GENERAL OFFICERS
President — Mrs. Ray Gordon, 218

Grace St., Suffolk, Va.

Vice President — Mrs. Raye Knight,

Chuckatuck, Va.

Recording Secretary — Mrs. Alfred

Ellis, R. F. D., Whaleyville, Va.

Corresponding Secretary—Mrs. Frank
Lewis, 1628 Matthews Terrace,

Portsmouth, Va.

Treasurer—Mrs. Samuel Frost, Route

2, Hickory, Va.

CHAIRMEN OF STANDING
COMMITTEES

Christian Family Life — Mrs. J.

Everette Neese, 1041 Bayview Blvd,

Norfolk Va.

Interdenominational Cooperation —
Mrs. Olin Pendleton, 129 Hardy
Ave., Norfolk Va.

Life Memberships and Memorials —
Mrs. Garland Spratley, Dendron,
Va.

Spiritual Life — Mrs. E. G. Middle-

ton, 3656 Amherst St., Norfolk, Va.

Visual Aids — Mrs. T. G. Humphries,
Franklin, Va. (after Nov. 1)

Social Action — Mrs. David Shepherd,

Box 105, Virgilina, Va.

Nominating — Mrs. H. G. Ballinger,

Guilford College, N. C.

DEPARTMENTAL
SUPERINTENDENTS

Young People — Mrs. R. E. Brittle,

Route 3, Suffolk, Va.

Children—Mrs. Ellis N. Clark, Route
1, Box 610-A, Suffolk, Va.

Cradle Roll — Mrs. R. A. Whitten,

Box 355, Winchester, Va.

Visual Aids — Mrs. Shirley Holland,

Windsor, Va.

Friendly Service — Mrs. Raye Knight,

Chuckatuck, Va.

Literature — Mrs. William T. Harrell,

Route 1, Suffolk, Va.

Social Action — Mrs. J. H. Light-

bourne, Jr., Holland, Va.

DEPARTMENTAL
SUPERINTENDENTS

Young People — Mrs. Jack T. Akin,

Route 3, Norfolk, Va.

Children — Mrs. T. Hayes Holland,

Franklin, Va.

Cradle Roll — Mrs. Allen Piland,

Holland, Va.

DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENTS
Norfolk — Mrs. L. W. Vaughan, 730

Delaware Ave., Norfolk, Va.

Suffolk — Mrs. George Walls, Isle

of Wight, Va.

Waverly — Mrs. J. W. Madren, 3003

Sherwood Lane, Hopewell, Va.
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len's Officers
VALLEY OF VIRGINIA

1956-57

GENERAL OFFICERS
President — Mrs. Tom Good, Route 1,

Broadway, Va.

Vice President — Mrs. E. J. Rohart,

R, 2, Linville, Va.

Recording Secretary — Mrs. Shirley

White, Broadway, Va.

Corresponding Secretary—Mrs. Harry
Nelson, 12 Richards Ave., Win-
chester, Va.

Historian — Mrs. B. F. Frank, Park
View, Box 85-A, Harrisonburg, Va.

CHAIRMEN OF STANDING
COMMITTEES

Spiritual Life — Mrs. R. A. Whitten,

Box 355, Winchester, Va.

Family Life — Mrs. C. L. Whitlock,

Box 178, Winchester, Va.

Interdenominational Cooperation —
Mrs. K. B. Dofflemyer, Elkton, Va.

Literature — Mrs. Floyd Showalter,

Route 1, Linville, Va.

Life Memberships and Memorials —
Mrs. Pearl Painter, Route 3, Luray,

Va.

Visual Aids — Mrs. Owen Comer,
Shenandoah, Va.

Social Action — Mrs. Dewey Doffle-

myer, Route 2, Elkton, Va.

DEPARTMENTAL CHAIRMEN
Young People — Mrs. James Frazier,

Elkton, Va.

Juniors — Mrs. Frances Kagey, New
Market, Va.

Cradle Roll — Mrs. Andrew Vincent,

375 Gray Ave. Winchester, Va.

DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENTS
1 — Miss Gene Fahenstock, R 2,

Harrisonburg, Va.

2 — Mrs. Carroll Monger, Elkton, Va.

3 — Mrs. Kermit Kibler, Stanley, Va.

4 — Mrs. Stanley Lohr, Broadway,

Va.

5 — Mrs. Delia Johnson, 256 Park-

way, Winchester, Va.

NORTH CAROLINA
1956-57

GENERAL OFFICERS

President — Mrs. H. E. Robinson,

522 Parkview Dr., Burlington, N. C.

First Vice President — Mrs. John R.

Lackey, 637, S. Sunset Dr., Winston
Salem 7, N. C.

Second Vice President — Mrs. Carl

Wallace, 1910 Lyon Rd., Fayette-

ville, N. C.

Recording Secretary and Historian —
Mrs. Bland A. Leebrick, Route 1,

Gibsonville, N. C.

Corresponding Secretary — Mrs.

William T. Scott, Sr., Elon College,

N. C.

Treasurer — Miss Susie D. Allen, 612

W. Lane St., Raleigh, N. C.

DEPARTMENT CHAIRMEN
Spiritual Life — Mrs. Carl Wallace,

1910 Lyon Rd. Fayetteville, N. C.

Stewardship — Mrs. Lowell Smoot,
Route 1, Henderson, N. C.

Christian Education — Mrs. Bill

Simmons, R., Pittsboro, N. C.

Missionary Education — Mrs. J. R.

Ellis, 36 Davie Circle, Chapel Hill,

N. C.

Social Action — Mrs. Vance Pegram,
Guilford College, N. C.

Friendly Service — Mrs. John R.

Lackey, 637 S. Sunset Dr., Winston
Salem, 7, N. C.

DISTRICT CHAIRMEN

Asheboro — Mrs. J. C. Newell, Route
1, Box 288, Ramseur, N. C.

Burlington — Mrs. John W. Long,

Route 7, Burlington, N. C.

Greensboro — Mrs. J. C. Crews, Wal-
nut Cove, N. C.

Halifax — Mrs. Frank Tuck, Nathalie,

Va.

Henderson — Mrs. J. L. Read, Nor-
lina, N. C.

Raleigh, — Mrs. Robert S. Smith,
2236 Cranford Rd., Durham, N. C.

Sanford — Mrs. R. M. Cline, Box 133,

Sanford, N. C.

World
Community Day

MRS. CARL WALLACE
Chairman Interdenominational

Cooperation Southern Convention

On Friday, November 2, 1956, the

theme for World Community Day will

be, "For the Sake of My Brethren,

My Kinsmen." In observance of this

day United Church Women will place

special emphasis on our Christian

World Relations Program in develop-

ing international understanding; in

relieving suffering and need through

financial and material aid; and in

supporting the ongoing Christian

Woman's Action Program for World
Peace which will be provided on this

occasion.

World Community Day is one of

the three special days sponsored by
United Church Women and should be

observed interdenominationally wher-

ever possible. If your Fellowship is

located where there is a Council of

Church Women you should be notified

of a program planned by the Council.

K there is no Council near, you may
have to take the initiative in planning

a World Community Day Program
either for your own group or for all

the church women of your community.

Material should be ordered immedi-
ately from: Central Department of

Publications and Distribution, Nation-

al Council of Churches of Christ in

the U. S. A., 120 East 23rd Street,

New York 10, N. Y.

Mrs. George Cornell, retiring East-

ern Virginia TREASURER, told her
successor that "the first five years

are the hardest." Of her thirty-nine

churches thirty-eight paid on apport-

ionment, thirty-seven gave to Thank
Offering, and thirty-three gave either

Life Memberships or Memorials, or

both. That is a good record.

VALLEY OF VIRGINIA
Receipts

Balance on Hand $ 183.04

Received from Churches 1144.54

$1327.58

Disbursements
Convention Treasurer .$1162.28

Expenses 47.26

$1209.54
Balance on Hand $ 118.04

Mrs. J. E. Bryant, Treasurer
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ROCKY FORD CHURCH

Our people at Rocky Ford church
in the beautiful Blue Ridge moun-
tains of Virginia just across the line

Irom Mt. Airy, North Carolina, are

now enjoying their new $7,200 church
building.

Those who have seen the old build-

ing clinging to the mountain-side are

;iware that the church needed a new
building, and our women gave a

Thank Offering to help them build.

Their minister, Dwight W. Moore,

a student at Elon, reports that the

average attendance last January was
twenty-one, and that in August it

was sixty-three. The record atten-

dance during the summer was sixty-

eighth.

Rocky Ford and Elk Spur are iso-

lated from our other churches by long

distances, but the good wishes of

people all over Virginia and Carolina

go to them as they start on the new
experiences in their new church.

Eastern Virginia
CONFERENCE TO MEET

James H. Lightbourne, Jr., Secretary

The one hundred thirty-sixth

annual session of the Eastern Vir-

ginia Conference of Congregational

Christian Churches will be held on
Wednesday and Thursday, October

31 and November 1, at the Suffolk

Christian Church, Suffolk, Virginia.

The opening session will begin at 2

p.m. on Wednesday afternoon, Octo-

ber 31.

Churches are urged to write to Rev.

George D. Alley, Suffolk Christian

Church, Suffolk, Virginia giving the

number of persons expected to be

present for the evening meal on Wed-
nesday and the noon meal on Thurs-

day and the number of persons, if

any, desiring overnight accomo-
dations.

Historical Society Memberships

Someone has said, "There was a

woman at the beginning of all great

things." It seems as if Mrs. W. W.
Sellers of Burlington, chairman of

the newly organized Historical

Society of the Southern Convention,

is the right person for the job. She
has worked during the summer to get

the History Room at Elon College

ready for use, and she did an excell-

ent job of presenting the whole mat-
ter at the N. C. Woman's Conference.

In fact, following her talk, an offering

of more than one hundred dollars was
received for the History Room!

"Never underestimate the power of

3 woman" is a popular saying. Mrs.

Garland Spratley demonstrated the

validity of that at the Eastern Vir-

ginia Woman's Conference. She was
determined to get 20 charter member-
ships in the Historical Society — and
get them she did!

Mrs. Minnie Hensley, Valley chair-

man, was in California, but sent the

Conference her membership and one

lor her father — and thus sparked
others to do likewise.

New charter memberships for the

Historical Society received at the

woman's meetings are listed below:

EASTERN VIRGINIA

Mrs. John Artz — Eure's

Mrs. C. T. Baker—Bethlehem (Nans.)

Mrs. John W. Balint — Bethlehem
(Disp.)

Mrs. A. P. Beale — Windsor

Mrs. W. B. Evans — South Norfolk

Mrs. Ray F. Gordon — Suffolk

Mrs. Edward T. Johnson — Bethle-

hem (Nans.)

Mrs. I. W. Johnson

Mrs. C. W. King—Bethlehem (Nans.)

Mrs. Raye V. Knight — Oakland

Mrs. J. C. Matthews — Berea (Nans.)

Mrs. A. C. Moore—Bethlehem (Nans.)

Mrs. Ethel H. Parker — Oak Grove
Mrs. O. B. Pendleton — First.Norfolk

Mrs. Dana B. Saunders — Antioch
Mrs. L. W. Vaughan, Jr. — Christian

Temple
Mrs. George Walls — Isle of Wight
Mrs. J. H. Watson—Christian Temple
Mrs. M. J. W. White — Christian

Temple
Mrs. S. C. Whitehurst — Great Bridge

VALLEY OF VIRGINIA

Mrs. J. E. Bryant — New Hope
M. A. Dofflemyer — Bethel

Mrs. Thomas W. Good — Bethlehem
Mrs. Minnie D. Hensley — Bethel

Mrs. Edgar Nelson — Winchester
Mrs. Cecil Whitlock — Winchester
Rev. Robert A. Whitten— Winchester

NORTH CAROLINA

Mrs. C. C. Bridges — Sanford
Mrs. R. M. Cline — Sanford
Mrs. R. W. Isley — Hines' Chapel
Rev. Bland A. Leebrick — Apples'

Chapel
Rev. John P. Littiken — Hines'

Chapel
Mrs. Leta W. Moffitt — High Point
Mt. Auburn Women's Fellowship
Mrs. Will B. O'Neill — Sanford
Mr. and Mrs. Rex. G. Powell — Wake

Chapel
Rev. Lowell A Smoot—Liberty Vance
Miss Stella Stout — Sanford
Rev. and Mrs. W. E. Wisseman —

Greensboro

DATES TO REMEMBER
Fall Conferences:

30 — Virginia Valley Central Conference, Linville, Va.

Mr. Clarence A. PhiUips, President.

October 31-November 1 — Eastern Virginia Conference, Suffolk,

Va., Mr. W. B. Williams, President.

November 6 — Eastern North Carolina Conference, Christian Light,

near FUquay Springs, N. C, Rev. Carl Wallace, Pres.

November 7 — Western North Carolina Conference, Hanks Chapel,
near Pittsboro, N. C, Rev. L. M. Presnell, President.

November 8 — North Carolina & Virginia Conference, Hines
Chapel, near McLeansville, N. C, Dr. H. E. Robinson,
President.
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MEDITATION
Valley Of Virginia Women's Conference

MRS. ROBERT A. WHITTEN

Whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever

things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely,

whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be

any praise, think on these things. — Philippians 4:8

This verse of Scripture has given

us our Fellowship theme for the year.

It also led to the theme for our medi-

tation this morning. As I pondered

the writer's admonition to the Philip-

pians I became aware of our own need

today. It might well be a modern

message to our Congregational Chris-

tian Fellowship.

THINK — That is a good word!

How many of us really take time to

think! The tempo of living has in-

creased until most of the time we feel

driven. We work at one job while at

the very same minute we are plan-

ning the next undertaking.

No time — No time — No time!

All of us are busy — Doing what?

There is danger of living so intense-

ly that we even lose a sense of the

presence of God. We need those

moments of spiritual refreshing that

come in quiet meditation. We need

to experience what the Psalmist

meant when he said "Be still and

know that I am God." We need time,

in the rush of things, to possess our
souls.

Our lives are crowded with so many
things that there is danger of losing

sight of the most important things of

life. As the poet has said:

I need wide spaces in my heart

Where Faith and I can go apart

And grow serene.

Life gets so choked by busy living.

Kindness so lost in fussy giving

That Love slips by unseen.

On many occasions Jesus withdrew
to commune with his Father. He
called his disciples apart, not only to

rest and build up the physical reserve

that had been broken down, but also

to strengthen their purposes, re-estab-

lish their ideals and help give them
the right attitude toward their task.

Our ability to help others depends
upon the poise and serenity which is

ours from quiet meditation and com-
munion with God. The finer things

of life grow slowly. Profound
thoughts develop during hours of

meditation. It is said that Einstein's

greatness may be attributed to the

fact that he spent a great deal of

time alone. Eight of Beethoven's best

known compositions were produced
fc.fter he was deaf. Much of his time
he spent alone.

"Be still and know" — for in these

quiet stillnesses there comes the cer-

tain knowledge — God. We need to

approach God with unhurried calm —
tree our minds of our own ideas and
open them attentively to Him.

This awareness of His presence is

ours more often when we leave off
our petitions and seeTc God in an at-

titude of listening. Then a sense of
his presence is borne in upon our con-
sciousness. "Closer is He than breath-
ing and nearer than hands and feet."

At such times we are no longer
seeking Him but are being found by
Him. We listen, and He speaks to us.

New insights and new revelations
come: feelings of fear, futility and
dissatisfaction vanish.

It is from such experiences as these
that the child of God emerges, strong-
er

, better able to meet the experiences
of the day, and to say:

Lead forth my soul, O Christ,

One with thine own.

Joyful to follow thee

Through paths unknown!
In thee my strength renew;

Give me thy work to do!

Through me thy truth be shown,

Thy love made known.

Would that the women of our Fel-
lowship took more time to "Be still

and know."

PRAYER

O God, in restless living

We lose our spirits' peace.

Calm our unwise confusion,

Bid Thou our clamor cease.

Let anxious hearts grow quiet,

Like pools at evening still,

Till thy reflected heavens

All our spirits fill.

October 16, 1956

Teach us, beyond our striving.

The rich rewards of rest.

Who does not live serenely

Is never deeply blest.

O tranquil, radiant Sunlight

Bring thou our lives to flower.

Less wearied with our effort,

More aware of power.

Receptive make our spirits,

Our need is to be still;

As dawn fades flickering candle

So dim our anxious will.

Reveal thy radiance through us,

Thine ample strength release.

Not ours but thine the triumph,

In the power of peace. Amen.

(Harry Emerson Fosdick)
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Elon College Is Still Growing
L. E. SMITH, PRESIDENT

The Registar, Miss Hazel Walker,
reports that to date 1,356 students

have enrolled for this quarter. That
is 239 more than a year ago. Seven-

teen states, the District of Columbia,

and six foreign countries are repre-

sented.

There are twenty-one denomin-
ftions represented. The Baptists lead

with 397, the Methodists are second

with 325, and the Congregational

Christians number 191. There are 144

Presbyterians, 52 Catholics, 37 Evan-
gelical and Reformed, and smaller

numbers from other church groups.

Students from Alamance County
number 780, which accounts for the

larger numbers of Baptists, Metho-

dists, and Presbyterians. We are very

happy to have these fine young people

on our campus, but we do seriously

wish that our own Church were rep-

resented by larger numbers.

I earnestly appeal to the ministers

rnd churches to use their wise influ-

ence in getting our own young people

to attend Elon. We have a good school

— as good as any. We have good

dormitories and an excellent dining

hall, and the meals are highly accept-

able to faculty and students.

DECLARATION OF PURPOSE
Increased interest in Elon College,

our college, on the part of the church-

es of the Southern Convention is

noted with gratification and joy. This

increased interest is evidenced by the

united undertaking on the part of the

churches by states to secure $300,000

lor the college to assist in the present

development program. This amount
has been apportioned to the churches
by the assistance of Superintendent

W. T. Scott and his office. The defin-

ite amount apportioned to each con-

ference has been arrived at by a

common formula. For several months
officials of the Convention and local

conference have been appealing to the

churches to accept their quotas and
signify their purpose to pay the same
by signing a Declaration of Purpose
and forwarding the same to the Con-
vention Office or the President's of-

fice at the college. It is encouraging
to know the large number of churches
that have already accepted their ap-

portionments and signified their pur-

pose to pay.

We are now beginning what we
hope will be the final stage of this

undertaking on the part of our
churches. It is encouraging to note
approximately 40% of the amount is

now definitely pledged. The Superin-
tendent of the Convention office has
expressed the feeling that at least

60% of the churches have already
reached a conclusion to do their share
in this tremendous program projected

by our college.

DECLARATIONS SIGNED
October 8, 1956

CAROLINA HALL Amount

Eastern North Carolina
Conference:

Damascus $ 465.50
Antioch 451.50

Youngsville 300.00

Auburn 759.50

Hayes Chapel 362.25

New Hope 1,048.25

Hope Mills - 414.75

Eutaw Community 595.00

Bethlehem 294.00

Clayton 600.00

Henderson, First 2,308.00

Mt. Auburn 1,120.00

Martha's Chapel 297.00

Church of Wide Fellowship 2,289.00

Beulah 1,137.50

Moore Union 392.00

Wake Chapel 4,079.25

Fullers Chapel 708.00

TOTAL: $17,621.50

Western North Carolina
Conference:

Pleasant Union 673.75

Pleasant Ridge 1,300.00

TOTAL: $ 1,973.75

North Carolina and
Virginia Conference:

Union 1,500.00

(Personal) 500.00

United 1,459.50

Haw River 1,534.75

Pfafftown 463.75

Greensboro, First 5,887.00

Bethel 1,034.25

Center 281.75

Mt. Zion - 1,000.00

Salem Chapel 740.00

Shallow Ford 1,800.00

Church of the Covenant 175.00
Burlington, First 10,000.00
Zion 175.00
Belews Creek 834.75
Monticello 822.50

Beverly Hills 886.00
Lebanon 939.75
Lakeview 218.75
Hebron 300.00
Elon College 4,392.50

TOTAL: $34,945.25

VIRGINIA HALL Amount

Eastern Virginia

Conference:

Suffolk Christian 10,000.00
Union 2,019.00
Windsor 2,841.00
Franklin 6,213.00
Isle of Wight 500.00
Ingram 1,748.25

TOTAL $23,321.25

Valley of Virginia
Conference:
Bethel 912.00
Antioch 900.00
Newport 550.00
Winchester 2,950.50

TOTAL: $ 5,312.50

Total Pledged for Carolina
Hall: $54,540.50

Total Pledged for Virginia
Hall: $28,633.75

APPORTIONMENT GIVING

Previously Reported: $18,527.10
Eastern North Carolina
Conference:

Morrisville 12.61
Mt. Auburn 10.28
New Hope 55^00
Pope's Chapel 5.00
Wake Chapel 471.36

Eastern Virginia
Conference:

Bethlehem (Nans.) 160.79
Holland 121.00
Mt. Carmel 19.87
Rosemont 212.00
Oak Grove 36.00
Portsmouth : Elm Ave 60.00

North Carolina and
Virginia Conference:
Danville 71.00
Mt. Zion 12.17

Western North
Carolina Conference:
Pleasant Grove 20.00

Virginia Valley
Conference:

Antioch 54.73
Bethel 41.73
Wood's Chapel 4.00

TOTAL: $1,367.54
GRAND TOTAL: $19,894.64
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The Shepherd Psalm
Background Scripture: Psalm 23.

Devotional Reading: Ezekiel 34:11-16.

Memory Selection: The Lord is my shepherd. Psalm 23:1.

The Twenty-third Psalm is the world's best-known and best-loved section

of Scripture. In my mother's oM Bible, the page on which it was printed

was just about worn out. She had turned to that more than to any other place.

Henry Ward Beecher called this Psalm "the nightingale of the Psalms." Then
he went on to say in his inimitable way, "It has charmed more griefs to rest

than all the philosophy of the world. It has remanded to the dungeon more
felon thoughts, more black doubts, more thieving sorrows than there are

sands on the seashore. It has comforted the noble host of the poor. It has
sung courage to the army of the disanpointed. It has poured balm and
consolation into the hearts of the sick, of captives in dungeons, of widows in

their pinching poverty and griefs, or orphans in their loneliness. Dying
soldiers have died easier as it was read to them

; ghastly hospitals have been

illuminated; it has visited the prisoner and broken his chains, and like

Peter's angel, led him in imagination and sung him back home again. It has
made the dying Christian slave freer than his master, and consoled those,

whom dying, he left behind, mourning not so much that he was gone as

because they were left behind and could not go. Nor is its work done. It will

go on singing to your children and my children, and to their children, through
all generations of time; nor will it fold its wings till the last pilgrim is safe,

and time is ended; and then it shall fly back to the bosom of God, whence it

issued and sound on, mingled with the sounds of celestial joy which make
heaven musical forever." Sounds pretty good, doesn't it? And it is true.

WHO THE SHEPHERD IS

PSALM 23:1

"The LORD is my Shepherd."
Where shall we put the emphasis in

this brief and beautiful sentence?
Perhaps on the word LORD. The in-

finite God, the Lord of creation, the

Sovereign of the universe — it is

with this Supreme Being that we have
to deal, and with whom we can have
fellowship and from whom we can
get help. And the words, The LORD
IS, is a venture of faith. It bears wit-

ness to our faith in the Living God.
Perhaps the emphasis should be on

the word SHEPHERD. The Lord is

Shepherd. In spite of evidences some-
times to the contrary, the universe
is friendly. The Creator and Sustainer
and Sovereign of the universe has
the "shepherd heart." He cares, He
is concerned, He has compassion. He
loves. He gives himself. It is this as-

pect of the Lord which removes fear
and inspires confidence and love.

Or should the emphasis be upon
the word MY ? The Lord is MY Shep-
herd. What difference does it make
if the Lord is A Shepherd, if He is

not MY Shepherd? Religion here be-

comes warm, personal, vital, a matter
of fellowship between God and us.

Knowledge about the Shepherd can
never be a substitute for knowledge
of the Shepherd.

WHAT THE SHEPHERD DOES
PSALM 23:2-6

He Gives Rest. "He maketh me to

lie down in green pastures." Here is

a symbol of rest. "Come unto me, all

ye that labor and are heavy laden,

and I will give you rest." said Jesus
that Great Shepherd of the sheep.
"Casting all your care upon him for
he careth for you" said Peter. Con-
fidence in Christ and companionship
with Christ bring rest and serenity
of spirit to those who are his sheep.
He Gives Satisfaction. "Green pas-

tures," "still waters" remind us of
the word of Christ that Great Shep-
herd of the sheep who said that He
was "the bread of life" and "the
water of life." The bread, which if

a man ate, he would not hunger, and
the water, which if a man drank, he
would not thirst. Here is satisfaction

for our deepest needs, our deepest
hungers. As the hymn-writer put it,

"Thou O Christ art all I want, more
than all in Thee I find."

He Gives Restoration. "He restor-

eth my soul." This can be taken in a
double sense: restoration in the sense
of rest or renewal of spirit alluded to

in the first section of this paragraph.
And restoration in the sense of

SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON

OCTOBER 28, 1956

By Rev. H. S. Hardcastle, D.D.

Pastor of Berea and Oakland

Congregational Christian

Churches, Chuckatuck, Va.

making new. "If any man be in Christ

Jesus he is a new creation" or new
creature. One of the amazing and
thrilling things about Jesus Christ is

his power to make men new, to break
the bondage of bad habits, to release

from the tyranny of sin, to transform
life. Christ can take broken lives and
make them new. He can do more than
reform folks; he can transform them.
He restores the soul.

He Gives Leadership or Guidance.
He leadeth me beside still waters. He
leadeth me in the paths of righteous-
ness for his name's sake." "If any
will to do his will he shall know" said
Jesus. When He was here on earth
the Good Shepherd guided and led

his foUewers into great experiences,
and into new truth, and on new ad-
ventures in living. And he never led

them amiss. Here is one Leader we
can safely trust and follow. And he
promised his followers that he would
send his Spirit to guide them into all

truth. The Good Shepherd leadeth
forth his sheep and goeth before
them.

He Gives Comfort. "Yea, though T

walk through the valley of the shadow
of death, (the words thus translated
really mean the "deep shadow") I

will fear no evil; for thou art with
me; thy rod and thy staff, they com-
fort me." Here is a faith and a con-
fidence that drives out all fear. "Thou
art with me" — the sense of the
divine presence steadies and sustains
us when the deep shadows come, not
only the shadow of death, but the
shadows of life. This sense of the
divine presence, this confidence in the
divine protection and providence,
brings comfort. And it should always
be remembered that the word "com-
fort" comes from the root word "fort"
meaning strength. To comfort really
means to make strong, to put heart
into one, to inspire with courage and
fortitude.

He Gives Joy. "Thou annointest my
head with oil; my cup runneth over."
Here is a symbol of the joy which the
world cannot give or take away. In
his presence there is fulness of joy.
The table in the presence of one's
enemies enters into this joy. He is a
God of boundless benevolence, as well
as a protector and guide. It is also
a symbol of the confidence and cour-
age and even cheer which one can
have in the presence of the enemies of
righteousness, when his life is ground-
ed in the goodness of God.

He Gives Eternal Life. "And I will

dwell in the house of the Lord for-

— Continued on Page 15
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Remember The '^Special"
OUR CHILDREN'S HOME NEEDS IT

JOHN G. TRUITT

Dear Friends:

Notice that herewith is the first of the 52 reports which are to be made in

our new fiscal year 1956-57. I am glad it is such a good report. It is to
be hoped that with Thanksgiving coming soon we shall be able to get a good
start on our new year, and that we shall be able to pay all our bills in this

calendar year — the Golden Anniversary year of our Home's existence.

So far we have received from 36
contributors to the special Golden An-
niversary fund $1,501.00.

Let me make a suggestion to all

our churches. (1 ) Pay your apportion-

ments in full. (2) Take a Thanks-
giving offering as a special offering

for the Home for Children. This
Thanksgiving offering may be used to

count on the "authorized special." An
account is kept in our office of all

moneys received by the Children's

Home from organizations, and indi-

viduals of each of the churches with

the hope that the $25,000.00 "author-

ized special" may be received in ad-

dition to the apportionment.

This is the situation: The Southern

Convention, realizing that it takes

around $75,000.00 per year to main-

tain the Home for Children, voted

$20,000.00 as apportionment and
$25,000.00 as an authorized special to

be raised from the churches and their

members. Thus, when you pay your
church's entire apportionment, if

you wish to meet the Southern Con-
vention's request, you are just about

half way. And if the churches raise

the entire amount it is only $45,000.00

of $75,000.00 required. That still

leaves $30,000.00 for friends from
other denominations to give us. If

our church folks would give as much
as one dime a month . . . Come on,

we can do it if we want to and make
it possible to run this Home without
so much begging.

It would give the superintendent
time to do a better job by each child

here. So plan in every church to give

the people a chance to make a worth-
while contribution to this needy and
worthy work. I have had enough ex-

perience to know that people are
ready to help little, homeless,
helpless, abused, neglected children.

They are n o t going to with-
hold a dollar "nor five dollars if

they know the need of hungry,
homeless children right in our midst.

A dime a month — it is a pittance —
but it is much more than we are now

giving. This Thanksgiving let's give
an offering beyond our apportionment
for this Home for homeless, needy
children left in the hands of our
church.

HAVE YOU MADE YOUR

GOLDEN
ANNIVERSARY

GIFT

TO THE ORPHANFAGE?

DON'T FORGET

REPORT FOR OCTOBER 8, 1956

MONTHLY OFFERINGS

Eastern North Carolina Conference

Morrisville $ 8.00

New Hope 49.00
Wake Chapel 89.10 $146.10

Eastern Virginia Conference

Bethlehem (Nans), S.S 58.21

Norfolk, Bay View 86.00

Rosemont 76.00

Oak Grove 8.00

Portsmouth, Elm Ave 22.00 250.21

North Carolina and Virginia Conference

Danville 54.00

Greensboro, Calvary, S.S. 20.00

Hebron, S.S 10.00 84.00

Western North Carolina Conference
Pleasant Grove 20.00

Zion 30.00 50.00

Virginia Valley Conference
Wood's Chapel 4.00 4.00

Total .$ 534.31

SPECIAL OFFERINGS
Mr. and Mrs. D. M. McLelland, Elon College, N. C $ 10.00

Vanceville Sunday School, Tifton, Georgia 3.00

Jr. Baraca Class, Holy Neck Christian Church 7.50

A. S. Dunn, Lynchburg, Va 3.00
R. H. Coble and family, Burlington, N. C,

Thanksgiving Offering 10.00

Lt. and Mrs. D. A. Joyner, Loving AFB, Maine 30.00

The Exchange Club of Elon College, N. C 45.00
Mary Sue Brittle S.S. Class, Bethlehem, Nans, Church .... 5.00

Happy Sharer's Club, Greensboro, N. C. (for shoes) 10.00
H. 0. Byrd, Suffolk, Va 10.00

Special Gifts 431.18

Total $ 564.68
Total for the Week $1,098.99
Total for the Year $1,098.99
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Mrs. Ramona Deitemeyer, "Mrs.

America of 1955-56", displays the

award plaque presented to almost 300

TV stations by the Luthern Church

Missouri Synod, producers of "This

Is The Life," for the stations' public

service contribution to the religious

life of their communities in presenting

the inspirational TV series. The award
is the church's way of recognizing

the television industry on the occasion

of the 4th Anniversary of "the world's

most televised program."

Mrs. Deitemeyer, of Lincoln, Ne-

braska, was featured in the one

episode of "This Is The Life," which
departed from the dramatic story

form in a panel discussion of "The
American Family — Can Religion

Hold It Together?"

THE DARING DOCTRINE was the

sermon topic of Dr. Louis Schulz at

our Winter Park, Florida, church
September 30. The bulletin for the

day told of Family Night suppers for

$.50 per family, and ten cents per

person.

SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON
(Continued from Page 13)

ever." Even in that day far from the

coming of that Great Shepherd who
I

is the resurrection and the life, this

j

man sensed the power of the Living
God to conquer the thing called death.

I

God's goodness and power and love

I

were not confined to this world
;
they

were constant, continuing factors in

the world to come.

Interfaith

Marriages

In the October REHDBOOK is a

very illuminating article on "How
Successful Are Interfaith Marriages."

Tlie writer is Norman M. Lobesenz
who made a serious study of the

m.atter, and gives much factual ma-
terial.

Estimates are that one of five

marriages today are between people

of different religious faith. This does

not include marriages by different

Protestant groups.

Most religious groups take a firm

stand opposed to such marriages, the

Roman Church even excommunicating
those who marry without permission.

The first conclusion reached in the

fetudy is that interfaith marriages
liave greater strain and stress than
others. Such marriages are two or

three times as likely to end in divorce.

Example: "A survey of 6,548 families

in Spokane, Washington, found a di-

vorce of 3.89c among Catholics, 10

among Protestants, 17.4 per cent in

mixed marriages and 23.9 per cent

where there was no religious faith.

A second conclusion is that any
couple that is aware of the problems
involved and approaches them in-

telligently can confidently expect to

have a successful inter-faith mar-
riage.

Third, there is much reason to be-

lieve that many difficulties do not

etem from basic religious difficulties

but from family pressures.

And, fourth, if a man and woman
of different faiths love each other

and create a home of the same basic

ethical values, their children can be
happy no matter what denominational
label they carry.

SCHOOL DAZE

Little Jimmy was obviously upset.

"Dad, I want to go to another school."

"What's the matter, son?" his

father asked with concern. "Don't
you like the teacher?"

"No, I don't. She's trying to con-

fuse me."

"What do you mean, son?"
"Yesterday she said five and five

was 10. Today she said it was six

and four."

MODEL HUSBAND
Here's what F. G. Kernan calls a

model husband:
He's modest, he's willing.

He never acts bold;

He'll wash up when asked
And dry up when told.

YOUNG PEOPLE in Eastern Vir-

ginia have been active, reports their

superintendent Mrs. Clyde Fields : 125
went to Moonelon, one to the Nation-
al P. F. meeting in Crete, Nebraska,
with way paid by conference fellow-

E.hip; twenty-six groups used mission
study books; twenty -five used youth
packets; seventeen sent friendly ser-

vice gifts; and by September 15 their

treasurer had received $1,095.10.

The report of the VALLEY presi-

dent, Mrs. C. L. Whitlock, shows that

448 women are enrolled in fifteen so-

cieties, that ten societies used the

packets and eight the study books,

that all had planned devotionals at

each meeting, that ten had Bible

study, ten sent friendly service gifts;

eleven observed World Day of Prayer,

three World Community Day and
three May Fellowship; thirteen

churches have young people's groups,

eleven cradle roll, and two work with
children in missionary study and
giving.

E~e::Tr MEMORIAL GIFTS
Dear Dr. Truitt:

Please accept the enclosed $ as a memorial gift

to the Christian Orphanage in memory of:

(NAME OF DECEASED) (CITY) (DATE OF DEATH I

(SURVIVOR TO BE WRITTEN) (ADDRESS)

Name

Address

October 16, 1956 15



Worship Service At Virginia Valley Women's Conference
Theme: "Be Still and Know"

MRS. R. A. WHITTEN

QUIET MUSIC — Penitence (No. 242 in The Pilgrim Hymnal)

MEDITATION (To be read silently during the music)
Lord, I have shut the door, Lord, I have shut the door,

Speak, now the word Strengthen my heart;

Which in the din and throng Yonder awaits the task —
Could not be heard; I share a part.

Hushed now my inner heart, Only through grace bestowed
Whisper Thy will. May I be true;

While I have come apart, Here, while alone with Thee,

While all is still. My strength renew.

CALL TO WORSHIP
Be still and know
That God is in his world,

God speaks, but none may hear
That voice except he have
The listening ear. — Georgia Harkness

HYMN
Spirit of God descend upon my heart. Teach me to feel that thou art always nigh

;

Wean it from earth, through all its pulses move; Teach me the struggles of the soul to bear.

Stoop to my weakness, mighty as thou art. To check the rising doubt, the rebel sigh;

And make me love thee as I ought to love. Teach me the patience of understanding prayer.

SCRIPTURE: Selected verses from the Psalms
My soul, wait thou in silence for God only; for my expectation is from him.

As the hart panteth after the water brooks, so panteth my soul after thee, O God.
My soul thirsteth for God, for the living God:

When shall I come and appear before God?
Have mercy upon me, O God, according to thy loving kindness:

According to thy tender mercies blot out my transgressions.

Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me.
Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me with thy free spirit.

PRAYER LITANY:
Leader: O Master of our lives, thou who didst find help through communion with the Father,

Group: Help us to be willing to tarry awhile with thee.

Leader: Thou who didst find strength in seclusion,

Group: Grant us a renewal of our spirits.

Leader: Thou who speakest not in the earthquake, wind, or fire, but in the still small voice.

Group: Save us from a feeling of futility.

Leader: Thou whose voice didst still the angry waves.

Group: Bid our anxious fears subside.

Leader: Thou who didst heal the broken snirits of men.
Group: Calm our troubled minds and hearts-

Leader: Thou who dost speak above the .storm and stress of life.

Group: May we hear thy voice above the clamor and the strife.

Leader: Thou who canst give a peace which the world cannot give.

Group: Grant us the serenity which comes only from communion with thee. Amen.

SPECIAL MUSIC
MEDITATION ( For this see page 7

)

HYMN: DEAR LORD AND FATHER OF MANKIND
Dear Lord and Father of mankind. Drop thy still dews of quietness

Forgive our fev'rish ways. Till all our strivings cease;

Reclothe us in our rightful minds; Take from our souls the stram and stress.

In purer lives thy service find, And let our ordered lives confess

In deeper rev'rence, praise. The beauty of thy peace.

CLOSING PRAYER (See page 7)

MB
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MOTTO:

In essentials, Unity

In non-essentials. Liberty

In all things. Charity
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DR. FRED HOSK8NS

The denominational guest speaker at our fall conferences

will be Dr. Fred Hoskins, minister and secretary of the

General Council of Congregational Christian Churches. Born

in Illinois, educated at Illinois College, Yale Divinity School,

and Chicago Theological Seminary, Dr. Hoskins has served

churches in Connecticutt, Maine, Iowa, Colorado and Illinois.

This year he left the ministry of Oak Park, Illinois, to accept

the position with the denomination which Dr. Douglas

Norton vacated to become Dean of Harvard Divinity School.

This will be Dr. Hoskins' first visit to the Conferences of

the Southern Convention, and our people are looking

forward to meeting him and hearing his message to the

churches.



Here And There Among The Churches
DR. W. W. SLOAN, professor at

Elon College and world traveler, was
the guest speaker at the Laymen's
Fellowship meeting in Palm Street

church, Greensboro, last Saturday
evening.

ATTENDING ANNUAL MEETING
of the N. C. Society for Crippled Chil-

dren and Adults at Fayetteville Octo-

ber 13 were Mrs. F. C. Lester, a
member of the Board of Directors,

and Roger Gibbs of Southern Pines.

These were members of our churches
recognized among the people there.

Mr. Gibbs, former field worker for

Elon, is now minister of music for our

Church of Wide Fellowship, and a

teacher of private pupils and teacher

of music in public schools.

IN DURHAM our church has
recently elected officers for church
?nd Sunday school, adopted a budget
of $22,000, begun a Colony of church
visitation, studied the work of the

Home Boards in Wednesday evening

meetings, told the story of the church
in pictures, and the Pilgrim Fellow-

ship is sponsoring a Home-Coming
for O'Kelley's Chapel on October 28.

Miss Mary Ann Harrell, daughter of

Dr. S. C. Harrell, is a member of the

Board of Junior Deacons.

IN RALEIGH the children in

grades one through six attend the

worship part of the church service

and then go to their classrooms for

stories, crafts, art work, nature study,

interest projects, and quiet games.

Good leadership makes this a valuable

part of Christian education, and per-

mits the children to share in the

church service, also.

A HOME FOR CHILDREN is the

new name for what we have known
lor fifty years as The Christian

Orphanage. It may take us a little

while to get used to the new name,

but all women like to change their

names. Guess we can learn to say:

"Our Home for Children" just as

easily as we said, "Our Orphanage."

And it will continue to be a challenge

to us to make it a good home.

MRS. F. GUSHING FOSS, speaker

at the recent women's conference,

writes: "My trip to the Southern Con-
vention was certainly an interesting

experience for me. We have so much
in common — your Christian heritage

seems similar to our Congregational
background."

PLEASANT HILL MAKING
PROGRESS

Mrs. B. D. Hargis

The revival meeting began at Pleas-

ant Hill Congregational Christian

Church in Alamance county, Sunday
morning, September 2, with a good
attendance of members and friends,

and with the pastor, Rev. M. A. Pol-

lard conducting the service.

Rev. Norman Carter, a young min-
ister of Greensboro and a former
member of Pleasant Hill, preached
Sunday afternoon and each evening
during the following week. The pastor

I'losed the series on the next Sunday
morning, and received two people into

the membership at that time. Two
others had been received a few weeks
previously.

All the sermons were inspiring; the

minister appeared to be filled with
the spirit and spoke with zeal; and
the congregation recognized the pres-

ence of Christ. There were five con-

fessions of faith, and a number of

redcdications. We feel that the church
was greatly revived and is now ready
to go forward into greater work for

the Master during the coming years.

Recently our pastor conducted a

most impressive baptismal service at

the pond of Rev. M. L. Fogleman.
There were many people present to

share in this service.

A new well is now supplying the

parsonage with water, and we are

still looking forward to the building

of a new church.

STANLEY SNEAD LICENSED

H. S. Hardcastle

A service of licensure was held in

the Damascus Congregational Chris-

tion church of Sunbury on Sunday

afternoon, Sept. 23 at 3:00, at which

service Stanley S. Snead was licensed

to preach the Gospel. The committee
on licensure was composed of the fol-

lowing ministers appointed by the

president of the Conference: H. S.

Hardcastle, chairman of the commit-
tee on ministerial education, James H.
Lightbourne Jr., secretary of the

Eastern Virginia Conference, W. A.
Grissom, pastor of the Windsor
Parish, and Raymond Grisson, pastor

of Holy Neck Congregational Chris-

tian church. All of these men took
part in the service. Mr. Snead deliver-

ed a meditation, "Steady on the

Course," and Mrs. Jackson a member
of the choir sang a solo as a part of

the worship service. Reverend William
Grissom presented Mr. Snead to the

committee for licensure. Mr. Snead
taught last year in the Windsor High
School, was a member of the Windsor
church, and was quite active in its

work and worship, and it was most
appropriate that he should be present-
ed by Mr. Grissom.

Mr. Snead is highly regarded by the
people of the Damascus church and
the community, and the church is

showing signs of life and growth
under his leadership. He plans to take
further training in seminary work
later on.
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THE CAUSE OF CHRIST I MAKE MY OWN
stirred by the presentation of "Measure of a Moment" at the Omaha

General Council in June, the Reverend Louis G. Poppe of Whitewater, Kansas,
returned to his hotel room and wrote this hymn, "The Cause of Christ I Make
My Own."

You are invited to use it in your observance of Haystack Sunday, Oct. 28.

The cause of Christ I make my own.
The Cross of Christ I bear;

The measure of each moment is

His call to love and care.

The cause of Christ, His Kingdom's goal,

For which I live or die.

Shall claim the full devotion of

My life in sure reply.

The cause of Christ, like seed that's sown
To grow in wind and sun.

Will surely win through storm and doubt.

And all mankind be one.

The cause of Christ I shall make known,
To men who long to see,

That they may make His way their own.
To all eternity.

(Suggested tune: Azmon — No. 219 in the Pilgrim Hymnal)

SUPT. SCOTT AT MT. HOPE

Supt. Wm. T. Scott was guest
[speaker at the Rally Day festivities

at the Mt. Hope Evangelical and Re-
formed Church, RFD 1, Whitsett, N.
C, on Sunday, September 30. Rev.

John W. Settlemyre is the minister of

this fine rural church of our sister

Evangelical and Reformed denomina-
tion. Mt. Hope has a fine record of

pending many young men from the
church into the Christian ministry.

The attendance at the Rally Day
exercises for the Sunday School was
509, with an average attendance of

347 for 1956. Awards were given to

various people as follows:

87 perfect attendance awards for

1956, 19 for two years perfect at-

tendance, 23 for three years, 8 for

four years, 5 for five years, 2 for six

years, 3 for seven years, 1 for eight

years, and 1 for nine years perfect

attendance.

Congratulations to Mr. Settlemyre
and his church on the fine work they
vre doing at Mt. Hope!

PRESIDENT L. E. SMITH was the
guest speaker at the Homecoming
exercises and festivities of the Ram-
seur Congregational Christian Church
cn Sunday, October 21.

BUILDING BEGUN AT
SHALLOW FORD

Supt. Scott was the guest speaker
on Sunday, October 14, at the Shallow
Ford Congregational Christian
Church, near Elon College, on the

t)Ccasion of ground breaking for the

new educational building. Plans are

developed for the erection of a com-
plete new church plant, with the

educational and fellowship buildmg
being erected first. Rev. Richard M.
Petersen is the minister of this strong

rural church.

NOTE TO YOUNG PEOPLE
Ruth Dunn

Each of the twenty-one young
people who attended the P. F. officers'

Camp at Moonelon this summer wish-

ed to write a program on some phase
of P. F. work — Faith, Action or

Fellowship. These twenty programs
have been compiled and are available

from The Southern Convention Office

at $1.00 per set. Send orders to Miss
Ruth Dunn, Box 336, Elon College,

N. C.

Work Day for Christ should be
observed in our Youth Groups on Sat-

urday, October 27. We hope that
many groups will observe this day
and send write-ups to THE SUN
jibout their project and what they
did.

COME TO O'KELLY'S CHAPEL

It is hoped that our people, particu-

larly in North Carolina, will attend
the Homecoming services at O'Kelly's

Chapel Congregational Christian
Church, near Chapel Hill, on Sunday
October 28. The observance of Re-
formation Sunday will come in the

honoring of the founder of the Chris-
tian Church in the South. The Pil-

grim Fellowship of the Durham Con-
gregational Christian Church is spon-
soring this program. Rev. William T.

Scott, Jr., minister of the Durham
Church, has invited the ministers and
churches of North Carolina and Vir-

ginia to share in these services,

beginning with a basket lunch on the
grounds at O'Kelly's Chapel, follow-

ed by a service beginning at 2:30 P.

M. President L. E. Smith of Elon
College, and former pastor of

O'Kelly's Chapel, will be the principal

speaker.

WAVERLY SOCIETY REPORTS

Mrs. 0. C. Osborne

Our Women's Fellowship of the

Waverly Christian Church has had a
good year working together. We have
met our apportionments in full. We
gave a Life Membership to Mrs. J. E.

McCauley. Our friendly service gift

went to the elderly women of Greece.

We are planning to take part in

the World Community Day service

which will be held in the Waverly
Baptist church this year.

We are looking forward to the

future and another year of service

in our Master's name.
Note: With Mrs. Osborne's report

comes this interesting comment:
"I have been in the society for

many years and I will be eighty-two
years old in November."

Isn't that wonderful! Eighty-two
and still going strong in the Master's
service! M. H. Booth

SNOWHILL NEWS is the name of

the newsletter sent out by Rev. R. L.

Jackson, pastor of that young, and
apparently thriving, church in Spring-
field, Ohio. Mrs. Jackson is leading

the Children's Choir. Thirty persons
shared in the recent visitation evan-
gelism with contact in fifty-two

homes of people not attending other
churches and who promise at least

0 visit to Snowhill, and with eight

new members added to the church.
The Jacksons served at Waverly and
Chapel Hill. Mrs. Jackson sent greet-

mgs to the Women's Conference in

Reidsville.
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EDITOR!ALS

Conferences Are Important

Conferring is an important part of the business of

mankind. Boys and girls like to talk things over. Busi-

ness men value highly the luncheon or dinner engage-

ment with their clients. Families that confer often find

ways to either solve their problems or live with them.

In the church we call these meetings Conferences. It

may be the local church that gets together to talk over

what has been done, and what needs to be done,

to accomplish the most.

But a local church would be a lonely thing if it had

no connections with other churches. To be successful

it would need to produce its own ministers, pay its own

bills, and — but it could have no missionaries without

contacting other groups of people. So, it would be

limited in its scope, so very limited, in fact, that it

could hardly be considered to be a church. A church

by its very nature is a group of people in fellowship

with others — and with God.

Local churches send delegates to meet and confer with

delegates from other churches. This we call a Con-

ference.

It is in this Conference that plans are made for co-

operative work like sustaining an orphanage, training

the youth, winning the world to the Christian religion.

It makes a difference, then, whether your church is

represented at the annual session of your Conference.

Delegates should be selected who will be able to tell

what your church wants done and to share in making
plans for all that the churches working together may
be able to accomplish.

Then be sure that the delegates report back to the

church what plans have been made, and what your
church is supposed to do. This will make the plans

of Conference become effective, for it is the local church

that is at the center of all our church accomplishments.

Christian Sun Subscriptions

In the church history room at Elon is a card signed

by Dr. W. P. Lawrence thanking someone for his renewal

subscription to THE CHRISTIAN SUN. The date is

1901. Since 1844 securing subscriptions to this paper
has been a matter of great concern to leaders of our
churches.

The list of subscribers has been both longer and
shorter than it is at present. In truth we are far from

delivering the paper to all who should read it. The
purpose of the paper is to help to make better church-

men, and that purpose is impossible of fulfillment unless

the church people at least see and handle the paper.

Those of us who are responsible for this phase of our

church work are greatly pleased that so many churches

are sending the paper to at least half the church families.

Haw River recently joined the number that send it to

all church families. This is the best way we know to

get it delivered. Thanks to all who are helping our
mailing list to grow.

Carolina In Autumn

A poet has called North Carolina "the land of the

long-leaf pine, a summer land where the sun doth shine."

And so it is. But pine trees and sunshine are not the

only attractions of the Old North State.

Come to Carolina in the Autumn; sit by the tossing

sea; travel its ribbon-like highways of concrete; listen

to the whispering breezes through the trees; view its

hills and mountains; lift up your eyes and behold a

thing of beauty and a joy forever.

Tobacco stalks stand naked in the fields, corn is safely

in the shock or the barn, plowmen prepare fields for

wheat sowing, apples go to market, pumpkins lie lazily

about waiting to become luscious pies, and "possums"

fatten on persimmons so they can take their proper

place along-side sweet potatoes on the tables of Carolina

country folks.

When old Jack Frost covers the landscape with his

blanket of white, the fields turn brown and the song-birds

seek the south, but the trees respond with a thousand

shades of brown, and red, and yellow. There are the

dogwoods blushing red, the maples and poplars golden

yellow, the sturdy oaks mixing reds and browns, and

all are interspersed with varying greens of pines and
cedars. Whether one considers just one tree, large or

small, or the long view up or down a mountain side,

theie is variety from the deep and dark to all the deli-

cate shades of the rainbow.

Little wonder it is that the Creator himself said, when
he beheld the beauty and grandeur of his handiwork,

"IT IS GOOD."
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Governor Hodges
Praises Elon

(Excerpts from Address on

Founders' Day)

I am happy to have this opportun-

ity to speak to you on this significant

occasion as you observe Founders'

Day and prepare to launch a cam-
paign to raise another $1 million for

further expansion of Elon College. It

is very appropriate that such a cam-
paign should be launched on the day
feet aside to pay tribute to those

pioneers in education who founded

Elon College.

It is well to take this opportunity

to recognize your heritage and the

iri,en and women whose courage and
determination made Elon College a

reality. It has been said that one

cannot plan for the future intelligent-

ly without knowing from whence he

has come.

I wish you every success with your

present goal of $1 million because

every dollar wisely invested in Elon
find our other small colleges is an
investment in the educational, cultur-

al, religious, and economic well-being

of the State and Nation.

Never before in our history has the

time been so ripe for the growth of

community or area colleges, whether
junior or senior in classification. In-

creasing demands for college-trained

people in business, industry and gov-

ernment, coupled with the forecast

that the percentage of college-age

youth seeking a college education is

likely to continue upward for 20

years, present some indication of the

outlook in college enrollments. It is

good to see that Elon is aware of the

present and future needs, as well as

current trends in higher education,

and has set out to do something about
it.

One of the best summaries of the
advantages of the small independent

colleges was recently made by Dr. E.

Elton Trueblood in a READERS
DIGEST article. Dr. Trueblood points

out that "affectionate, abiding con-

cern for the individual" is one of the

advantages of small colleges. There is

more informality, a better chance for

all to get acquainted and a rare op-

portunity for faculty members to ex-

pand their influence over more than
just intellectual pursuit. Small-college

life permits every student to find and
engage in activities which will develop

his maximum capacity. One professor

described it as: "Our aim is to make
the difference between the hand-tool-

ed and the machine-made product."

Dr. Trueblood also cited a careful

research project which revealed that

"small liberal arts colleges are far

and away the most productive source

of future scientists." Of the first 50

institutions in America, judged by the

scientific eminence of their graduates,

39 are small privately-endowed col-

leges." He cited the fact that among
Ihe G8 billion-dollar corporations in

the United States in 1952, 63% of the

board chairmen and presidents of

these great companies were graduates

of small, independent institutions.

Another study of 33,500 business

executives showed that 88% were
college graduates, and of that number
71%. came from generally small liberal

arts schools.

Small colleges can and do show
more concern for character develop-

ment of our young people. Here at

Elon. . . this character-developing in-

fluence becomes part of life.

A new and exciting development
recently has been the rallying of in-

dustry and business to the small col-

lege's support. Last year American
corporations gave more than $80
million to our institutions of higher

learning — a larger share than ever

going to the "independent, privately

supported schools."

Most of our small colleges still have
serious financial problems. Here at

Elon you have your own, but I am
confident that they will be solved.

You are located in a prosperous and
growing county and in the heart of

the great Piedmont section of North
Carolina. With the help of the church,

the alumni, corperations, industries

and foundations, you should be able

to find adequate support for continued

growth and progress.

The people of North Carolina be-

lieve in higher education and will sup-

port it. We must uphold that faith by
getting the most out of our education
dollar, and in seeing that the curricula

and the programs and policies are

coordinated properly. We must en-

courage more of our bright young
men and women to go to college. We
need their abilities, their skills, and
their talents.

Let us, in our schools and colleges,

also demonstrate an agreement upon
what education is, a willingness to

make our institutions a means toward
worthy ends. Together, then, all of

us, citizens, parents, students, teach-

ers, Legislators, schools, colleges, and
universities can and will climb to

greater heights of learning and ser-

vice, in a manner in keeping with the

leadership of the State of North Caro-
lina of which we are a part.

We can meet this challenge if we
will furnish greater support for our
schools, colleges and universities, both
public and private, and if our schools,

colleges, and universities will re-dedi-

cate themselves to the basic and vital

task of teaching, learning, research,

self discipline and intelligent, effic-

ient administration.

I commend Elon College and its

faculty and students for the out-

standing achievements which have
been made here. Keep up the good
work and hold high your banner of

excellence in scholarship and charac-
ter building. With it you can furnish
great leadership to your state and
nation.

FOUNDERS' DAY AT ELON COLLEGE OCTOBER 15

factual short speeches were made by people of the country, Paul Craig,

Martin Garren, president of the mayor of Burlington, and Charles F.

Southern Convention, James Darden, Myers who spoke for Foundations as
president of the Alumni Association, represented by the Burlington Indus-

Mills E. Godwin, a trustee. Dr. John tries. Luncheon was delicious and
Robert Kernodle representing the bountiful.

The annual Founders' Day program

at Elon this year was delightful. The

college choir sang beautifully. The
Governor of North Carolina gave an

inspiring address, Thoughtful and
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Soap Box Derby Winner

Missionary In Africa
A Soap Box Derby champion who

grew up to become a doctor, is about

to realize a long-cherished ambition.

He is Dr. Kirk Raymond Stetson of

(460 Thomas Avenue) Rochester, New
York, and his fondest dream began

to unfold September 19 when he and

his family sailed from New York for

Africa where both the young doctor

and his wife are to serve as medical

missionaries under the American

Board of Commissioners for Foreign

Missions. They will join the profes-

sional staff of the Mt. Silinda Hospit-

al in Southern Rhodesia.

Dr. Stetson, who recalls with a

broad grin that he won the Soap Box

Derby championship in Rochester in

1941 and placed sixth in the national

competition, says the books of Dr.

Albert Schweitzer, a three-year teach-

ing experience and "a hitch in the

Navy" all contributed to his decision

to abondon a teaching career and

start afresh in medical school so that

he might be a missionary doctor.

Happily, the approaching adventure

in Christian service in Africa is also

a dream come true for Mrs. Stetson,

the former Burnice Young of White

Cloud, Michigan. "Even if I had never

met my husband," she says, "I would

have become a medical missionary in

Africa." A graduate of Adrian Col-

lege in Michigan, she has had a year's

training at the Rochester School of

Practical Nursing.

Dr. Stetson, son of Mr. and Mrs.

Paul C. Stetson of (460 Thomas

Avenue) Rochester, was born in that

city in 1925. He was graduated from

Charlotte High School Rochester, in

1943 and from Rensselaer Polytechnic

Institute in 1945.

Following a period of service in the

Navy, he went to Istanbul, Turkey,

and spent the next three years teach-

ing in Roberts College there.

In the summer of 1948 he worked

at a mission in the area and was so

moved by the sickn';ss and suffering

he saw there, he decided to return to

the United States and take up the

study of medicine. He was graduated

trom the Rochester Medical School in

1953 and recently completed a two

year residency at Rochester General

Hospital.

The Stetsons, members of the Sum-
merville Presbyterian Church in

Rochester, have two children, Char-

linda, 4; and Eric about 2.

Medical Missions

On TV
Television's first medical network

series, "The March of Medicine", will

pioneer again when it presents the

first nationwide program in color on

a medical subject over the NBC-TV
network. It is scheduled for Tuesday,
November 27, at 9:30 p.m. and will

fill the spot usually occupied by Arm-
strong Circle Theater. The program
called MONGANGA is a one-hour re-

port on missionary medicine and is

produced and sponsored by Smith,

Kline & French Laboratories in co-

operation with the American Medical

Association.

"Monganga" will chronicle the life

work of Dr. John E. Ross, who, for

the past six years, has served as a

mission doctor for the Disciples of

Christ in Lotumbe, a remote village in

the African Belgian Congo. John
Gunther, noted author of the best-

seller, "Inside Africa," will be the

principal commentator on the pro-

gram.
A native of California, and a grad-

uate of the Indian School of Medicine,

Dr. Ross has devoted his life to brinjj-

ing the benefits of modern medicine

to the remote tribes of the Belgian
Congo. "The March of Medicine" has
recorded on film countless natives

arriving at the mission station at

Lotumbe to seek the aid of "Mongan-
ga" — the white doctor. Leprosy,

yaws, elephantiasis, sleeping sickness,

and arthritis are some of the more
common diseases treated by Dr. Ross.

When not at the operating table or

administering drugs to these patients,

he finds time to build new quarters

lor incoming patients and their famil-

ies, make trips to distant bush clinics,

train a native staff of assistants, lec-

ture to expectant mothers, and
answer the demands of a nearby lepro-

sarium.

This will be the twenty-second pro-
gram in this documentary series. The
first program in "The March of Medi-
cine" series opened the doors of the
annual American Medical Association
meeting to the public for the first

time in June, 1952. Since that time,

it has documented such topics as
arthritis, heart disease, cancer, men-
tal illness, and various surgical tech-
niques, to mention only a few. For
this outstanding medical reporting,

the series received the first Albert
Lasker Medical Journalism Award
given in the field of television.

As houses «r,isni'd undcT the destructive force of hurricaiu
"Janet" in the Territory of Quintana Roo, Mexico, thirty peot/le
sought refuge in this home. The tidal wave carried it a h-it
mile; miraculously all were saved. In Chetumal, capital i

Quintana Roo, only forty houses were left standing after 1h«
hurricane, in a city of 10,000 people. Homes, possessions, cc ii

crops and loved ones were lost. Through contact with t

Christian Rural Overseas Program (CROP), arrangements w< ri
made for 3,000 bushels of corn to be shipped to the stricken ar i

to help hurricane victims through this year when they w II

harvest no crops.

6 The Christian Surif



Burlington News
Mrs. M. Z. Rhodes

The month of September saw the

close of a successful year for the

Women's Fellowship of the First Con-
gregational Christian Church in Bur-
lington. The year began with the

thought of "Spiritual Growth" in all

study, work and worship. This idea

was stressed by Mrs. J. E. King,
President. The year ended with a
history of "The Fellowship by Mrs.

H. C. Pollard, again stressing the need
for Spiritual Growth.

Believing that the Bible is the most
important of all study books, the Fel-

lowship set aside six separate Mon-
days for Bible study. An average of

30 women attended. Mrs. Russel Clem
was the inspirational leader.

Following the program outline as

prepared by the Convention, the pro-

gram committee presented during the
year outstanding speakers. Dr. James
Hess spoke on India, as part of the

mission study. Mrs. Henry Robinson
gave the study on "Indian Americans"
and "Within Two Worlds," these
being joint meetings of all circles.

The Thank Offering program featured
the film, "Challenge of Africa."

Through Friendly Service, the Fel-

lowship gave an Easter Offering of

$172.90 and clothing to the Orphan-
age, material for dormitory room for

school in Turkey, and a scholarship
for a child in India. Friendly Service
also sponsored a film on "Turkey."

World Community Day, World Day
of Prayer, and the May Fellowship
Luncheon were observed with other
churches. The World Community Day
Gift was 178 pounds of warm cloth-

ing, and money. The Fellowship also

assisted in entertainment for the
"Council of Churches" conference
held January 24-25.

For the observance of Family
Week, Dr. H. E. Robinson, our pas-

tor, gave radio talks on the "Home."
Mrs. Allen Gant was guest speaker
for the Fellowship meeting.

Last November the North Carolina
Virginia conference met in regular
session at this church. The Women's
Fellowship served the meals and as-

sisted with the general details of the
Conference.

j

In many ways the shut-ins and
I
those in need were remembered by

• the Fellowship.

; The Fellowship had as its home
project for the year, the complete
renovation of the church kitchen, at

a cost of $5,533.00. The financial re-

port showed a total of $4,801.53

raised, this being divided among the

many services of the Fellowship.

The Fellowship, under the leader-

ship of its new officers looks forward
to a year of greater accomplishments
for Christ and His Kingdom.

Palm Street

Elects Officers
The Woman's Fellowship of Palm

Street church in Greensboro closed

the year's work with a supper at the

church on Saturday night, September
22, 1956. Members from all three

circles and their families were invited.

After supper, the following new
officers for the Fellowship were in-

stalled: president, Mrs. Paul Squires;

vice president, Mrs. Shelley Burke;
treasurer, Mrs. Marvin Apple; secre-

tary, Mrs. J. A. Murchison.

Circle leaders: Mrs. P. R. Hall,

Berta Roland Circle; Mrs. James
Smith, Morning Circles; and Mrs.
Robert Thompson, Service Guild
Circle.

During the past year, under the

presidency of Mrs. John Self, all of

the goals were met. Life memberships
were given to Mrs. Wilbur Worsham,
Mrs. D. A. Murchison and Mrs. T. H.
Hussey. Also a Memorial for Mr. A.
H. Hinshaw. A book was presented to

Miss Mary Sue Johnson for being
elected the most outstanding young
person of the church.

The fellowship held its first busi-

ness meeting of the new year, Satur-
day night, October 13, 1956 at the
church. Mrs. Paul Squires, president,

presided over the business. Work for
the coming year was outlined and
committee chairmen were appointed
as follows : Spiritual Life, Mrs. Shelly
Burke; Friendly Service, Mrs. Merlin
Beaver; Family Life, Mrs. James
Winslow; Visual Aid, Mrs. Ruth New-
ton; Inter-Denominational, Mrs.
Pearlie Hall; Life Membership, Mrs.
A. J. Harris; Subscriptions, Mrs.
James Smith; Cradle Roll, Mrs. Mike
Floyd; Reporter, Mrs. James Winslow.

The fellowship holds four meetings
a year; the second Saturday night in

each quarter. The Berta Roland Circle

meets every third Saturday. The
Morning Circle meets every third

Wednesday, and the Service Guild
Circle meets every third Thursday.
With the Lord's help, we hope to do

even greater things in the coming
year.

News From
Lebanon

Mrs. Ezra Stowe

The Women's Fellowship of Leba-
non church met in the home of Mrs.

Connie Collie on a recent Wednesday
night. Attendance was good. The
president, Mrs. Frank Hudson, presid-

ed. Mrs. Henry Earp gave a very
inspiring talk on "Missions in Africa."

A discussion followed on ways in

which we can help the people over
there. We who are so richly blessed

with food, clothes and shelter can do
so much with a few dollars, and by
doing this little we can help to save

the lives of people there. The hostess

served delicious refreshments at the

close of the meeting. We have had a

very successful year in our Women's
Fellowship under the leadership of

Mrs. Hudson, and we are looking for-

ward to another year in which to do
even greater things.

The young adult group of Lebanon
had a chicken fry at the church on
a recent Saturday afternoon. A good
time was had by all.

Our pastor. Rev. Robert Bennett,

came back from his vacation with an
inspiring sermon on "Fighting Again-
st God."

FAYE GORDON, president of the

Southern Convention Pilgrim Fellow-

ship, is editor-in-chief of THE PEA-
NUT PICKER, paper of the Suffolk

High School. She is also one of the

head cheerleaders, vice president of

the Gladys Yates Tri-Hi-Y Club, sec-

retary of the Senior Class, and a
member of the Monogram Club.

Wonder what she does in her spare
time

!

MRS. PEARL FELLOWS, who was
pictured on the front of the SUN last

week as a member of the Fellowship
Tour, writes from Edinburgh, Scot-

land on October 12: "This is written

from a very hallowed spot (David
Livingstone's Memorial) where the

Fellowship Tour spent some time. In

London we had four days of sunshine
and thrilling experiences in friend-

ship. Then followed two full days
among the warm-hearted Welsh
people, and now we are in beautiful

Scotland. Words fail to convey the

thrill of this experience,"
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Annual Confere
Dates And Places

The Annual Conferences are ses-

p.ions for work, education, and inspir-

ation in the five areas of the Southern
Convention. Programs that have
reached the editor are given here so

all can see what is being planned.

Pictures of some of the officials are

also displayed. Others may be expect-

ed later.

Delegates are elected by the

churches. Others are welcomed. Plans

made should be reported to the

churches so there can be complete
cooperation.

The denominational guest speaker

ir new to us. He is an excellent per-

son, one whom we should know. Be
Eure to attend Conference.

VIRGINIA VALLEY CENTRAL
1848-1956

Linville Church

9:30 A. M. Tuesday, October 30

President, Clarence Phillips, Broad-
way

Vice President, Rev. R. A. Whitten,

Winchester
Secretary, C. A. Pugh, Winchester

EASTERN VIRGINIA
1820-1956

Suffolk Church

2:00 P. M. October 31 to Noon
November 1

President, W. B. Williams, Newport
News

Vice President, Rev. George D. Alley,

Suffolk

Secretary, Rev. Jas. H. Lightbourne,
Jr., Holland

Treasurer, G. C. White, Waverly

EASTERN NORTH CAROLINA
1825-1956

Christian Light

November 6, 1956

President, Rev. Carl Wallace, Fayette-
ville

Secretary, Rev. Earl T. Farrell,

Fuquay-Varina
Treasurer, James Washburn, Raleigh

WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA
1870-1956

Hanks' Chapel
November 7, 1956

President, Rev. L. M. Presnell, Liberty
Vice President, Rev. S. E. Madren,
Albemarle

8

Secretary, Rev. Max B. Vestal, Ram-
seur

Treasurer, Ira L. McDowell, Asheboro

NORTH CAROLINA AND VIRGINIA
1825-1956

Apples Chapel

November 8, 1956

President, Rev. H. E. Piobinson, Burl-

ington
Vice President, Martin Garren,

Greensboro
Secretary, Rev. W. J. Andes, Elon

College

Treasurer, T. S. Earp, South Boston

North Carolina

And Virginia

131st Session

October 8, 1956

Apples Chapel
McLeansville, N. C.

PROGRAM

President Henry E. Robinson,
Presiding

Ten O'clock

Worship Service and
Welcome Rev. John P. Littiken

Roll Call of Ministers and Churches
Report of the Executive
Committee Rev. W. J. Andes

Recognition of New Ministers

and Visitors Rev. W. T. Scott

Report of the Treasurer .... T. S. Earp

Report on the

Ministry Rev. D. W. Shepherd

Report on Stewardship and Apport-
ionments Rev. Mark W. Andes

ADDRESS Rev. Fred Hoskins

Conference Missionary Association

Meeting Pres. K. D. Register

Luncheon

Hymn and
Prayer Rev. Dwight Moore

Report on
Missions Rev. K. D. Register

Churches and Elon College Building
Program .... President L. E. Smith

Report of the Woman's Fellow-

ship Mrs. Henry E. Robinson

Report on Evan-
gelism Rev. W. Walter Hall

Address—Stewardship and Evan-
gelism Rev. Fred P. Register

W. B. WILLIAMS

Report on Literature and
Education Rev. J. R. Lackey

Report from our Home for

Children Supt. John G. Truitt

P.eport on
Memoirs - Prof. N. F. Brannock

Report on Social

Action Dr. W. E. Wisseman
Report of

Resolutions Mrs. J. C. Wilkins

North Carolina Council of

Churches Rev. Morton Kurtz
Nominations Mrs. R. E. Harden

Recess at Five O'Clock

Worship Service—eight

o'clock Rev. Frank E. Ratzell

Offering for Moonelon
Address Dr. Fred Hoskins
Service of Licensure, If necessary
Adjournment

Eastern

North Carolina
One Hundred Thirty-First Session

November 6, 1956

Christian Light Church near

Fuquay Springs

Rev. Carl Wallace, President

Presiding

PROGRAM

Call to Order at Nine-Thirty

o'clock - Pres. Carl E. Wallace

Devotional
Service Dr. Wm. B. O'Neill

Recognition of Visitors

The Christian Sun



To Meet Soon

REV. CARL WALLACE

Report of Executive
Committee Rev. Earl Farrell

Report from the

Women Miss Susie D. Allen

Report from Laymen .... I. H. Vickery

Report from Young
People - Robert Neasmer

Report on
Stewardship Rev. Eugene Tally

Report on
Evangelism ... Rev. Thomas Madren

Report of Stewardship
Secretary .... Rev. Fred P. Register

Report on Social

Action Rev. Gaylord B. Noyce

Report on
Missions .... Miss Pattie Lee Coghill

The Ten Dollar

Club Rev. J. Frank Apple

(11:00 — 11:20)

Coffee Hour Fellowship

Hymn Rev. Carl Dixon

i Report of

! Treasurer James Washburn

Report on
Apportionments Rex Powell

j

Report from our
Superintendent . .. Dr. W. T. Scott

Address—The Task We Face
Together Dr. Fred Hoskins

Luncheon

Hymn and Prayer .... E. H. Sessoms

Our Home for

Children Supt. John G. Truitt

Christian

Education .... Rev. William J. Andes

Elon College

Program President L. E. Smith
Rcnorts from the General

Council Delegates

Rev. C-\rl Wallace, James Washburn
The Christian

Sun Editor F. C. Lester

North Carolina Council of

Churches Rev. Morton Kurtz

Renort on the

Ministry Dr. W. C. Timraons
Nominations Dr. Wm. B. O'Neill

Special Committees and Business

Session

Ordination of Rev. Carl Dixon
Holy Communion Reverends

Harvey Carnes and Lowell Smoot
Adjournment about five o'clock

Western North Carolina Ccnference
of

COMGREGATIONAL CHRISTIAN CHURCHES
Eighty-sixth Annual Session

Hanks' Chapel Methodist Church

November 7, 1956

PROGRAM
10:00—Call to Order President L. M. Presnell

Religious Services Rev. W. Winfred Bray

10:10—Roll Call of Ministers and Churches Secretary Max B. Vestal

Introduction of Visitors

Appointment of Special Committees

10:20—Presentation of Reports
Executive Committee Secretary
Pastor at Large - Rev. Mack Welch
Social Action
Stewardship and Apportionments
Missions Wm. H. Hughes, Jr.

Ministry

Carolina Hall

Treasurer Ira L. McDowell
The Christian Sun Editor F. C. Lester

11:00—Coffee Break — Fellowship

11:15—Address: "The Task We Face Together" Dr. Fred Hoskins
Minister and Secretary of the General Council

Worship Service Rev. Bill Simmons
Luncheon

2:00—Hymn and Prayer

2:10—News of Our College President L. E. Smith
News of Our Home for Children Superintendent John G. Truitt

News of Our Convention Superintendent Wm. F. Scott
Stewardship and Evangelism Secretary Fred P. Register
Reports from Departments

Sunday School Convention
Laymen's Fellowship
Women's Fellowship
Pilgrim Fellowship

Report on Church Building and Loan Fund
Report of Memoirs
Discussion and Vote on Reports
Report of Special Committees
Miscellaneous Business
Ordination or Licensure, if needed

5:00—Recess
Evening Service

7:30 O'clock

Worship Service by local church and minister

Address by Dr. Fred Hoskins
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The Suffering Servant
Memory Selection: But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised

for our iniquities; the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with
his stripes we are healed. Isaiah 53:5.

Back2:round Scripture: Isaiah 52:13-53:12; Matthew 1:18-21.
Devotional Reading: I Peter 3:14-22.

Th's 'R not an easy lesson to write about, especiallv on one small page in

a paper. And it is not an easy lesson to teach, especially in one half an hour.
It is so ma iestic, so mvsterious, so profound, so amazing, so glorious, so match-
less, so wonderful. It is exalted poetry and lyric religion. It plumbs the
depths of sniritual insight and power, and produces a sense of awe and amaze-
mpn^. It ir more than our heads can understand and more than our hearts
can bear. But perhans amid all its splendor and mystery, we can find some
things that we can understand. So here goes.

THE SUF'^PRING qpRVANT—
WHO IS HE?

This passage from the great

prophet Isaiah is called "The Suffer-

ing Servant Passage." Who is this

Suffering Servant? Was it Israel as

? whole, originally charged by God
tn bring his message of salvation to

all the world, and failing so miser-

ithly to do this? Was it an "inner

Israel," a more spiritual Israel, still

dedicated to this mission? Was it an
individual, Zerrubabel, the Lord's

servant, Jehoiachin a king of Judah,

or some other king? Or was it to

b-^ the Messiah himself, the Lord
Jer.ns Christ? Scholars are pretty

well agreed that "this 53rd chapter

of Isaiah was fulfilled in one Person,

Jesus of Nazareth, and achieved in

all its details by him alone."

This agrees with Scripture too.

Do you recall the story of Phillip

and the Ethiopian eunuch, — how
iliis eunuch was returning from wor-
ship at Jerusalem, and how he was
reading from this very Scripture?

Do yon remember that when he
asked Philip "of whom the prophet
snoke, of himself or of another"
Philip began "at that same Scrip-

ture and preached unto him Jesus."

The Early Church believed that this

Scripture found its fulfilment in the

life and death of our Lord Jesus
Christ. And so does the Church of

today. The Suffering Servant was
Jesus Christ, the Messiah, and the

Savior of the world.

THE SUFFERING SERVANT—
WHAT ABOUT HIM?

One cannot press the details of

the passage too far. But with inspir-

ed insight the prophet presents many
features about the Person and Work
of Christ.

"He shall grow up before him as

a tender plant, and as a root out of

dry ground." How strange it was
that the Savior of the world should

come as a helpless baby into the

world, and grow up in an insignifi-

cant place, and for so many years be
unknown to the world! How strange
too that he should come out of such
a barren and formal religious back-
ground as was characteristic of

Judaism in general at that time.

Here is one of the miracles of Christ,

that something good did come out
of Nazareth, and that as a shoot
springs out of an apparently dead
stump, there should come He who
was the Life of the world and the

Savior of the world.

"He was despised and rejected of

men." Not by all men of course.

There were those who loved him and
followed him and even died for him.

But he came unto his own and his

own received him not. The nation as

p nation did reject him. And there

were those, the religious leaders if

you please, who despised him and
rejected him.

"He was a man of sorrows, and
acquainted with grief. .

." That does

not mean that he was a "wet
blanket." It does mean that his heart

was heavy because of the sorrows

and sufferings and sins of the

people. Furthermore he did not live

in an Ivory Palace, but among men,
sharing intimately their life and
knowing intimately their grief.

"Surely he hath borne our griefs,

and carried our sorrows."

"Yet we did esteem him stricken,

smitten of God, and afflicted." It

appeared to many of his contempor-
aries that God was punishing Jesus
because of his sins. Tliey found it

SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON

NOVEMBER 4, 1956

By Rev. H. S. Hardcastle, D.D.

Pastor of Berea and Oakland

Congregational Christian

Churches, Chuckatuck, Va.

difficult, as we find it difficult, to

understand that he was suffering for

the sins of others, that his suffering

was vicarious and redemptive.

"He was wounded for our trans-

gressions, he was bruised for our
iniquities, .... and the Lord hath
laid upon him the iniquity of us all."

We stand here in the presence of a
great mystery. Here is the doctrine

that Christ suffered for us, that he
took upon himself our sins, that we
might be righteous before God, and
be saved through faith. And he did

this voluntarily. He loved us and
gave himself for us. And by faith,

we can lay hold of, or receive his

saving grace, and find forgiveness
and become reconciled to God and
be saved. Christ died for our sins

according to the Scriptures.

"Yet he opened not his mouth. . . .

and as a lamb before her shearers

is dumb, so he opened not his

mouth. .
." This was dramatically

shown when Christ stood before

Pilate. Pilate marvelled that Christ

kept silent, both in the face of the

strident charges of his enemies, and
in reply to the Governor's inane
questions. "The Governor marvelled
greatly" says the record.

"And he made his grave with the

wicked, and with the rich in his

death." Joseph of Arimathea, "a rich

man" allowed the body of Jesus to

be placed in a new tomb. Here was a
literal fulfilment of this ancient
prophecy.

"He shall see the travail of his

soul and be Satisfied; by his know-
ledge shall my righteous servant
justify — make righteous — many;
lor he shall bear their iniquities."

Jesus was sustained in his agony on
the Cross by the vision of what his

death would do. Out of the travail

of his soul there came great joy over
the result of his vicarious act. It

v/as like unto the joy that follows

the pains of childbirth.

"When thou shall make his soul

an offering for sin." Again and again
this idea is repeated in this great

passage. It is a profound mystery.
It cannot be fully explained. But the
true Christain instinct has always
felt that there was a direct relation-

ship between what happened on the
Cross, and man's relationship with
God. We are saved by his grace, and
by his grace alone, not by good
works. And although men have never
been able fully to explain this great
mystery, they have experienced this

unspeakable love of God made known
in Jesus Christ, and mediated by
taitli in his saving grace on the
Cross,
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How Haw River
Planned Its Program
REV. HENRY HARMON

We began during the week fol-

lowing Sunday, September 16. Dur-
ing this week four members of the

Board of Finance and eleven repre-

sentatives of various groups within

the church received a copy of the

Program and Budgets Builder. This

pamphlet contains eleven areas of

church work and two of them were
checked on each copy. These two
were the areas which the particular

person was to concentrate on; some
additional material on those two
areas was included for each person.

On Sunday night, September 23 we
met for an hour and a quarter to

evaluate our present church pro-

gram. We used the Town and Coun-
try Church evaluation scale. There
were 15 people present and we divid-

ed into five groups to do this evalu-

ation. Then we came back together

and shared the findings of each
group.

On Sunday afternoon, September
30 we met for two and a half hours.

Rev. Kenneth Register from Union
Ridge sparked us with a short "pep
talk" on the importance of a plan-

ned church program. We divided into

two groups. The group consisting of

Ruth Williams (representing Board
of Christian Education ) , Sandra Cole

(Pilgrim Fellowship), Vernon Cheek
(Deacons), Mrs. Matthew Dawson
(Young Adults), and B. F. Starnes

(Finance) considered the areas of

Personal Devotion and Discipline,

Evangelism, Christian Social Action,

Church School, Youth Work, and
Adult Group F'ellowship. Mr. Harrnan
met with them.

The second group had Thomas
Terrell, Chairman of the Board of

Finance as chairman; Frank Bain
(Deacon and Financial Secretary),

Mrs. Wm. Garrison (Choir), Mrs. W.
E. Vinson (Fellowship Committee),
and Mrs. J. C. Wilkins, (Deaconess).

They considered the areas of Public

Worship, Stewardship and Missionary
Education, The Christian Home, The
Christian Ministry, and Property and
Equipment. Mr. Register met with
them.

Each of these groups drew up
general objectives for the church in

each of the eleven areas; and trans-

lated these general objectives into the

number of persons needed to achieve

ihem and amount of money required.

The finding of these two groups were
assembled by the Board of Finance
meeting Sunday, October 7 and pre-

sented to the trustees of the church.

They were presented to the entire

church on Sunday, Oct. 14. The every
member canvass on October 28 will

seek committments for service and
giving.

The program as presented to the

church is divided into two parts:

Personnel and finances.

Under personnel there are sections

with goals on Public Worship, Junior

Choir, Individual Devotions and Dis-

All This

Mrs. William T. Scott

The Women's Fellowship of the

Elon College Community church,

comprising more than one hundred
members, finds joy in reviewing the

many activities and achievements of

l,he past year. To be sure, not all

was done that needed to be done, and
we are humbled by this fact, but
nevertheless we take rightful pride in

pointing out some splendid accom-
plishments.

Seven cixcles have been engaged
regularly in the work of missions, and
in all phases of our church life.

The "Prescribed Goals" were reach-

ed, and not only that but our own
goals were notched higher and deeper.

The attendance at circle meetings
was good, and the very fine programs
Ktill loom large in our memory.

Each circle was sponsor for some
auxiliary or department, thus enlarg-

ing its scope of interest and mission-
ary endeavor.

The financial offerings were not-

able, too.

Suffice it to say, then, that our

ciplines. Evangelism, Stewardship and

Missionary Education, Christian
Social Action and Community Service,

Church School, Youth Work, the

Christian Home, and Adult Fellow-

ship. Under each heading there are

specific things to be accomplished

with the estimated people it will take
to do them.

In part two there is a complete
statement of amounts of money that

will be needed to accomplish certain

definite things. Gifts of $1,771 will

be needed for the missionary and
benevolence part of the budget —
twenty percent of the total. Twenty
four separate items are listed in the

amounts to be spent upon themselves.

The Haw River church is seriously

considering its obligations as a Chris-

tain church, and the chances are ex-

cellent that the goal of tithers — 10 ^r.— and the long list of workers will

be secured. That will mean a success-

ful, and a happy church.

total score for the year was even
better than usual, according to our
judgment!

Without a doubt, our "over and
above" achievement brought the

greatest joy and satisfaction to our
Fellowship. With a church spire as
a goal, the women of our church
joined hands and hearts in the "all

out effort" in helping the church to

clear the Parish House Indebtedness.
With the last installment paid, the

way was opened for the launching of

plans and payments for our new
church at Elon College.

The spiritual life chairman sent
Prayer Letters to the members of the

Fellowship prior to the new church
building canvass, urging our members
to give themselves in prayer for such
a great undertaking. We invite our
CHRISTIAN SUN readers to join us
in this prayer that there may soon be
a church building at Elon College.

Black is not a color, but indicates

the total absence of light. White is

the combination of all colors of the
spectrum.

And A Church At Elon
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Elon College Reporting
L. E. SMITH, PRESIDENT

The following is an exact copy of

a letter received in the morning's mail

from an Alumnus of Elon College and
one of our prominent and successful

ministers. His letter gives me an idea.

We have had more than 10,000 young
people to enroll in Elon College since

its opening in 1890. In the Alumni
office there are listed more than 4,500

iiames of individuals now living who
are graduates or former students of

Elon College. Wouldn't it be a wonder-
ful thing if we could all join with

Ervin Hyde in sending an anniversary

contribution to our Alma Mater
amounting to $1.00 for every year

since our matriculation as a student

in Elon to the present date. If every-

one would enlist in this kind of a

program how much do you suppose it

would amount to? If all would join

in this program and keep it going for

five years we would pay the balance

cn our development program. What do

you say, fellow Alumni?

Fifty years ago last month the

writer matriculated as a student at

Elon College. I am handing to the

college my anniversary contribution

of $50.00. Here, then, is the beginning.

ANNIVERSARY GIFTS

F. Ervin Hyde . $25.00

L. E. Smith ^ $50.00

Samuel Webster $ 5.00

Who will be next? Let's watch the

list grow.

(COPY)

Dear Dr. Smith:

Twenty five years ago this month
I enrolled at Elon, so here's an an-

niversary gift to the college Building

Program.

My daughter, Lucy, is in her Senior

year and is still thinking in terms of

Elon in the fall of '57.

Things at Cadillac are still going
nicely. This is my tenth year in this

pastorate and my seventh as Regis-

trar of the Grand Traverse Associ-

ation. Last June the church helped

me to celebrate the twenty-fifth anni-

versary of my ordination.

Hope this will be a good year for

both you and the college.

Sincerely,

F. Ervin Hyde.

APPORTIONMENT GIVING

Late in the Spring of this year I

witnessed a track meet, a contest

between participating schools in the

North State Conference. The runners

started at exactly the same time, they

had the same distance to run in

identically the same number of sec-

onds and minutes. For the first few

yards the contestants were running

evenly. Then some began to move
ahead and by the time they had

reached the half way mark two run-

ners were out in front; others were

nearer the leaders and others were far

behind; yet all kept running.

All of our churches are asked to

give support t o Elon College.

Amounts to be contributed through

apportionments. As a rule they are

worked out on a given formula so that

the membership of the church, the

value of church property, the amount
of the local budget and the record of

giving for all interests of the church
at home and abroad are ta,ken into

consideration so that humanly speak-

ing, we begin this effort for the sup-

port of our college on an even basis.

Some of our churches get off to a
good start. I know one which usually

pays all of its apportionment to the

college at the beginning of the year.

That much, they say, is behind.

Others begin the first month. By the

end of the first quarter quite a num-
ber have joined in. By the time we
reach the half way mark in the stand-

point of time we are fairly well on
the way. At this writing a number of

our churches have reached the goal,

others are not so far away, but still

others are quite a ways behind. Let
no church stop, but keep on trying

and if you try hard enough you will

reach your goal in time.

The report this week is an excellent

one, thanks to our Suffolk church.

The tabulation tells the story. The
total amount contributed brings us

to within a little more than $12,000
of the total apportionment and a little

more than $5,000 to reach the amount
contributed through apportionments
for the support of our college in 1955.

I am sure that with the proper plans
and the proper leadership we shall

exceed the amount a year ago. Many
thanks to all who contribute.

Previously Reported: $19,894.64

Eastern North Carolina
Conference:

Sanford 170.00

Eastern Virginia

Conference:

Dendron . 19.60
Newport News 30.40
Shelton Memorial

(Portsmouth) 2.00
Suffolk 1,505.57
Wakefield 30.00
Windsor 27.75

North Carolina and
Virginia Conference:
Belew Creek 13.41
Burlington, First 205.42
Burlington, Bev. Hills 30.00
Lynchburg 8.00

Virginia Valley
Conference:

Linville 38.52
Mt. Lebanon 10.00
Winchester 341.00

TOTAL: $ 2,431.67
GRAND TOTAL: $22,326.31

ADDITIONAL DECLARATIONS

Eastern North Carolina: Pledged:

United (Raleigh) $ 2,000.00
Amelia 827.25
Popes Chapel 516.25

Western North Carolina:

Liberty _ 787.50

TOTAL: $ 4,131.00

COLLEGE S. S. CLASS HAS PICNIC

Louis Duke, Pres.

The student Sunday School class of
Elon College had its first social

gathering at Moonelon on Wednesday,
evening, October 10, from 8:30 until

11:00 o'clock. After the weiner roast
Mary Ruth Whitten, Mary Lou Booth,
and Guy Lambert led the class in

group singing around the campfire.

Approximately 45 students and
faculty were present. We were glad
to have Miss Sylvia Dean Harbert,
Rev. John S. Graves, Mr. Clyde Mc-
Cants of the faculty and Dr. L. E. 'i

Smith, president of the college, with «

us. Those who didn't see Dr. Smith («

eating burnt hot dogs and strewing i

marshmallow from ear to ear really k

missed a good laugh. k

We are planning another picnic on
;

October 24. We urge all students to

attend.

12 The Christian Sun



The Blowing Rock Assembly

Grounds Of The Evangelical

And Reformed ChurcW
HIRAM E. DAVIS

Press Agent of the Southern Synod

The Blowing Rock Assembly
Grounds, high in the green and
picturesque mountains of North
Carolina, represent not only the

symbol about which David dreamed
and sang, but a real and present day
refuge — a quiet and majestic

temple of the hills where men may
go for a closer communion with God.

The Assembly Grounds, composed
of 68 acres and an historical Man-
sion, was given to the Southern
Synod in 1945 in loving memory of

Mt. Bethel Evangelical and Reformed
Church, known in the Blowing Rock
area as "The Little White Church,"
where devotional and worship ser-

vices are held each Sunday during
the summer conference season.

The Assembly Grounds serve the

cider young people and the adults of

the Southern Synod. (About 10 miles

down the John's River Valley is the

nearly 200 acre John's River Valley
Camp for the young people of the

Southern Synod.

)

The Assembly Grounds are avail-

able to the members of the Synod to

ter's Conferences, for the ministers

and theological students of the

Synod.

In addition one National Confer-

once was held by the Church and

Ministry Commission of the denom-

ination for ministers east of the

Mississippi river.

Each Sunday during the summer
-cJT least one congregation and most
Sundays two congregations worship-

ped at either "The Little White
Chinch" or the Assembly Grounds
hall.

Each year more and more people

are using the Grounds for confer-

<?nces and meetings. Aware of this,

the board of trustees, consisting of

12 members elected by the Southern
Synod, have been planning for the

future. In the not too distant future

a recreational area including a swim-

Mr. Abel A. Shuford, devout Chris-

lain layman and a life long member
of the Corinth Evangelical and Re-

iformed Church in Hickory.

For the first few years the Man-
sion was used for meetings, and also

IS a hotel with Kitchen and Dining
iall. Realizing the need and noting

.he challenge of the Assembly
Grounds, efforts were put forth by
he members of the Southern Synod
0 increase its facilities at the

[rounds.

During the last few years a 20
oom motel type dormitory housing
0 people, a dining hall seating

round 200; an assembly hall, seat-

ng over 250; an out-door worship
enter seating 125; a well house for

conferences have all been erected. In

ddition a hard surface road has
leen built from the highway to the

assembly Administration House.

;

Near the entrance of the Assembly

,

jiJrounds, across from the famous
Blowing Rock Golf Course, is the

J)ctober 23, 1956

visit, and some are now taking their

vacations there.

During the 1956 season around
4,500 people visited the Grounds. In

;iddition to peoijle from North Caro-
lina we find that people v/ere present
from 16 states and three foreign

countries.

The Grounds serves as the Con-
ference center of the Synod. During
Lhe past summer the following con-

ferences were held — Women's
Guild Retreat, for the leaders of

women's work in local congre-
gations; Church Music Conference,
for choir directors, organist, pianist

and choir members; The Church
School Conference, for officers and
teachers

;
Consistorymen's Confer-

ence, for elders and deacons of local

congregations; Evangelism Confer-
ence, for young people interested in

lull time Christian service; The
State Brotherhood Convention, for

the men of the Church; The Minis-

ming pool or lake, additional dormi-
tory space and more conference
space will be provided at the
Grounds.

Members of the Southern Synod
and congregations of the Synod are
able to secure lots, at reasonable
rates, at the Grounds for building

of cottages.

The rates at t h e Assembly
Grounds have been held down as low
as possible in order that all members
of our Synod can make the Grounds
their Grounds. Mrs. H. O. Bonds,
Salisbury has served as the hostess
lor the past 8 years. The meals more
than take care of the physical needs
of a per.son, in fact the delicious

meals have become quite famous in

our Synod.

We extend a warm invitation to

the members of the Congregational
Christian Churches to visit our
Assembly Grounds during the 1957
season.
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Our Orphanage
Changes Its Name

JOHN G. TRUITT, SUPT.

Those of us most closely associated

with our Home for Children reluctant-

ly gave up the old — fifty years old

— name, The Christian Orphanage.

But the Convention spoke, and the

charter has been amended by the

board of trustees and we are now
officially and legally "The Congre-

gational Christian Home for Chil-

dren." Perhaps many of us will short-

en it to "our Home for Children," as

we refer to it. Our letterheads and

official documents will read "The
Congregational Christian Home for

Children" underwritten by the par-

enthsis (Christian Orphanage).

The original charter provided for

receiving orphans. The amended
charter has been broadened at that

point. The amended charter also

allows five additional trustees and the

superintendent of the Convention as

a trustee ex officio, without vote.

Two of the additional trustees my be

from other denominations.

Already we were in fact "a home
for children," now we are so in name,

too. If there is any stigma to the word
"orphanage" let it be lifted. However,

so far as I have been able to see the

childcaring institutions in this section

have advanced so well with the times,

in the type of work they are doing,

and the scope of their study of the

child in all his relationships and what
meets best his needs, until the regi-

irentation wherever it formerly exist-

ed has gone. Criticism has helped, but

it has not all been justified. But a

true friend of the needy, unwanted,

homeless child overcomes unjust

criticism with service rendered.

The board of trustees seemed

happier in their recent meeting than

usual, for although we have a hard

time securing enough funds with

which to make the needed advances

and improvements we felt that at

least we were on our way.

It looks to me like one childcaring

institution in a denomination of more
than a million members should not

have to suffer, or have to allow its

services to the needy child to suffer,

for the lack of funds. With funds to

improve the personnel by additional

training and by adding a specialist

or two to the staff would improve

the good work being done, as well as

safeguard it for the children who
need it.

Thanks to so many friends who
have made this report possible. It

cheers us in this exacting work to

have such kind words written by good
folks and to have generous contri-

butions with which to meet our
monthly bills. Thanks from every
child here.

THINK IT OVER

Two ministers' wives were sitting

on the veranda of a Canadian house,

chatting to each other as they mended
their husband's trousers. "I can't

understand," said one of them, "why
your church is always prosperous,

while ours is not."

"Well," said the other wife, "if you

were an observant person, you would

have noticed that I am patching these

trousers on the knees while you are

putting patches on the seat." The rest

was understood!

$534.3

REPORT FOR OCTOBER 15, 1956
SUNDAY SCHOOLS MONTHLY OFFERINGS

Amount brought forward

Eastern Virginia Conference

Dendron, S.S $ 24.50

Johnson's Grove 5.00

South Norfolk 206.00
Suffolk 218.00

Wind.sor, S.S. 10.00

North Carolina and Virginia Conference

Burlington, First 193.70

Burlington, Bev. Hills 22.00

Howard's Chapel 24.00

Lynchburg 7.00

Western North Carolina Conference

Pleasant Cross, S.S. ...

Virginia Valley Conference

Linville, S.S.

Mt. Lebanon, S.S.

Winchester

14.72

22.02

10.00

89.20

$463.50

246.70

14.72

121.22

Total -

Grand Total

.$ 846.14

.$1,380.45

SPECIAL OFFERINGS
Amount brought forward .$ 564.68

Clyde E. Glenn, Durham, N. C. $ 40.00

E. G. Andrews, Durham, N. C. 25.00

Mr. and Mrs. Gordon W. Holland, Takoma Park, Md 5.00

First Cong. Christian S.S., Roanoke, Alabama 14.06

Young People's S.S. Class, Reidsville Church 15.00

Chuckatuck, Va., High School Football Team 7.00

John Chamblin, Gibsonville, N. C. 1.00

Mr. and Mrs. J. L. Owens, Suffolk, Va 50.00

Mrs. Pauline Armentrout, Keezletown, Va. —
Golden Anniversary Gift -. 75.00

Women's Christian Fellowship, First Congregational

Church, Hendersonville, N. C 5.00

Hubert Parker, Randleman, N. C 10.00

Special Gifts 130.00

Total $ 377.01

Grand Total $ 941.7'

Total for the Week $l,223.2i

Total for the Year .$2,322.11
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The Sermonette
TO OUR MINISTERS

"But ye shall be named the Priests

of the Lord: men shall call you the

Ministers of our God: . .
" (Isa. 61:6)

Few of us laymen have enough ap-

preciation for our ministers. About
300,000 of these men, scattered all

over our country, from the tiny vil-

lages on the wind-swept plains, re-

mote hamlets hidden high in the

mountains, throughout suburbia, and
in the teeming slums of our great

cities, are striving to lighten human
burdens, to neutralize and wipe away
sin and to bring hope, courage and
salvation to all of us.

Those who thus minister with such
devotion are paid less in proportion

to their ability and to the service ren-

dered than any other group of our
citizens. They toil longer hours and
more conscientiously than most of us.

They are on call night and day. We
are careful about intruding on the

privacy of one another, but we think

nothing about calling our minister

before breakfast or in the middle of

the night. If we need help, counsel,

consolation, or succor of any kind, we
do not hesitate to call him and ask
lor it. Usually, such service is cheer-

fully given at any hour of any day
in the week.

In the midst of counseling, visiting

the sick, attending and often speaking
at all kinds of meetings, he is expect-

ed to run a complicated church organ-
ization, to be a presonnel expert, a

psychiatrist, an executive, a student,

an expert on foreign, national and
local affairs, and to prepare scholarly

sermons on a wide variety of sub-

jects.

We expect our ministers to share
our lives with us, to be close at hand
end interested in our birth, to christ-

en, instruct, and confirm us, to solem-
nize and make happy our wedding,
to share our sorrows, to tell us how
we can defeat the devil's efforts to

destroy our lives, to go with us to

the very valley and shadow of death,

to lay us away with decency and dig-

jnity, and to comfort the bereaved
-members of our families after we are

gone.

How can we expect so much of

mortal man! What a brave and suc-

cessful effort these great souls make
to measure up to these requirements!

How generous they are in forgiving

us when we are unreasonable, de-

manding, and at times even angry

with them ! They pray for us and with
us. They bring hope and gladness into

our lives. They direct our thoughts
upward and lead us to the love of

CJod. They supply us with the inspir-

ation that keeps us from becoming
careless, materialistic creatures.

Our ministers make the Gospel of

Jesus Christ and the fellowship of the

Holy Spirit and of the saints real to

us. If we follow their advice and
counsel, they will show us the way
to the transformation, glorification

and illumination of our lives. They
are guideposts to happiness in this

world and to life everlasting.

We can never appreciate them,
thank them, love them, or pay them
enough.

"Whereof I was made a minister,

according to the gift of the grace of

God given unto me by the effectual

working of his power." (Eph. 3:7)

In CHRISTIAN ECONOMICS

BYRD
We, the members of the Liberty Spring-

Christian Church, wish to pay tribute to

the memory of our friend and co-worker,
Mrs. Annie Jackson Kawles Byrd, whom
God called to her eternal reward on June
2(), 195(i, after a lingering illness whijh
she bore with fortitude and patience.

Mrs. Byrd will be remembered espe-
cially for the missionary emphasis she
instilled in her church. She served for
20 years as the treasurer of the Woman's
Missionary Society.

Therefore, be it resolved

:

First: That we recognize our loss as
Heaven's gain and bow in humble sub-
mission to the will of liim wlio doeth all

things well.

Second : That we st' ive to eciual her
example in patience, faith and service.

Third: That we extend to her family
circle our sympathy and pray Go I s

richest blessings upon t'leni.

Fourth: That a copy of these resolu-
tions be sent to the familv, a copy t >

THE CHRISTIAN SUN for publication
and a copy be recorded in the miiuitjs
of the church.

Mrs. William T. Harrcll
Mrs. R. Weslev Harrell
Mrs. Charlie E. Nicho s

Committee

Grammar Lesson
I will vote

I am voting

I voted

Let's change some tenses. The great
majority of us take the first step —
I will vote — and then forget how
to conjugate. On each election day
an appallingly large percentage of us
forfeit our right to have a voice in

the government of our country. Is

it really because we can't conjugate?
Well, hardly, although we may as

well face it, we like to procrastinate

and too many of us seem to be con-

tinually living in the future tense —
I will — I am going to — . What
seems like the far future soon be-

comes the near future and the present

is all too soon the past. If we are to

be as proud in the past tense as we
were hopeful in the future tense then

we will have to accomplish something
in the present tense.

Let's conjugate the verb "Vote"
this November, and let's help our
neighbors and friends do likewise.

Don't keep it under your hat —
Get out the vote — Get out and vote!

Mrs. J. R. Sprunt in The
N. C. CLUBWOMAN

BYRD
We, the members uf the Liberty Spring

Christian Church, wish to pay our trib-

ute of love to the memory of Deacon Iva
T. Byrd, who departed this life on Au-
gust 9, 195(3.

In all church organizations and activ-

ities, Mr. Byrd was a willing and sincere

participant, being the tine combination of
leader and follower. His genuinely in-

terested attitude, his perseverance promp-
ted by love and devotiun and his nearly
perfect attendance recoi-d during the
forty years he served as our Sunday
School Superintendent made his influ-

ence great.
Therefore, be it resolved

:

First: That we bow in bumble sub-
mission to God's will.

Second: That we e--:pri'ss <iLir sincere
appreciation for his loyalty and Chris-
tian service to this church.

Third: That we extend to his be'-cavcd
family our deepest sympathy and pray
unto God for their comfort and guidance
in the years to come.

Fourth: That a copv o'' these resolu-
tions lie s-ent to 1lip family, a copy to
THE CHRISTIAN SUN for publication
and a copy be recorded in the minutes of
this church.

Mrs. Williiim T. ITarre'l

Mrs. R. Wesle^' Harrell
Mrs. Charlie E. Nichols

Committee

3n iHemortam
"Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord."
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Secretary
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Elon College, N. C.

OF THE

SOUTHERN CONVENTION OF CONGREGATIONAL CHRIfiTIAN CHURCHES
Curator and Historian

REV. F. C. LESTER
AsHEBORO. North Carolina

October 23, 1956

Members and Friends

North Carolina, Virginia, Elsewhere

Greetings:

Christian churches have been malting history in North Carolina and Virginia since 1794, but

they have been quite careless about preserving the records.

Some of the five conferences claim to be 131 years old, which means that they were organized

in 1825. One goes back to 1820. Where are the records of their accompUshments? It was 1844
when this THE CHRISTIAN SUN began publication, and it was twelve years later when the Southern
Convention was organized and began the publication of its records and those of the conferences.

The Congregational Churches have done a very considerable and important work in our area.

But where are the records of that heroic effort?

Next year the Congregational Christians will unite with the Evangelical and Reformed people.

That should broaden our horizon, and it will if we get to know these neighbors who for so long have
been unknown to us. Their history will become our heritage.

The Historical Society, authorized by the Southern Convention in session last May, is eager to

make history by preserving our records and making them available to all v/ho wish to study them.

Elon College has loaned us a room in the Carleton Library. The room has been re-decorated,

and such materials as we have are there.. Orders have been given for needed working and filing

equipment. By January we hope to have it all in good shape, and then you will be invited to see what
we have done.

Right now we want to give you a very cordial invitation to become a Charter Member of the

Historical Society. The money you give will be used cautiously to preserve the records of our church
history Your name will be inscribed on the records, and future generations will be grateful for your
help.

Cordially yours,

F. C. Lester, Curator and Historian

Note: Dues of five dollars should be sent to the Historical Society at Elon College, N. C.
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THE SPECIAL HOME FOR CHILDREN ISSUE

It is the hope of THE CHRISTIAN SUN that you will enjoy this special issue which gives more than the

usual amount of information concerning our Home for Children, and that the response to the Golden

Anniversary Thanksgiving offering will bring joy to all concerned.

THE FAMILY AT OUR HOME FOR CHILDREN AT ELON COLLEGE

The building shown is known as the Baby Home. It is between the two other dwellings on the campus.

For the names of the children in the Home, please turn to page eight.



Here And There Among The Churches
CONFERENCES MEET this week

and next. Dates and places were listed

in last week's paper. Accurate reports

from the churches are greatly needed.

Attendance from beginning to end
will show interest and help to plan
work for the year to come. These are

great days for the church. How well

are we doing? And what of the

future? Conferences will tell.

HOPEWELL consecrated its new
educational building October 7 with

what must have been a very interest-

ing program. Taking part in the ser-

vice were the pastor Rev. J. W. Mad-
ren, pastor emeritus Rev. D. D. Nash,

church treasurer F. W. Lowe, chair-

man of the building committee George
A. Robertson, Jr., chairman of the

official board George A. Robertson,

Sr., superintendent of the Sunday
school Gene L. Simmons, and Rev.

John S. Graves who gave the principle

address on "This Building — a Liv-

ing Altar." Fifty-nine different per-

sons shared in the work of erecting

the building, some giving as much as

200 work nights.

AT HOLLAND the women have

been busy with a Bazaar, and the men
had a steak dinner and movie recently.

These are only a few of the activities

of this church which is served by Rev.

James H. Lightbourne, Jr.

PASTORS, PASTORS, where will

the churches get the needed pastors?

Several moves are being made — the

churches in search of better men, and

Ihe pastors looking for greater oppor-

tunities, we suppose. When the moves
are all made, there will be churches

without pastors. How about some of

our fine young people entering the

ministry ? The need is great.

AT ELK SPUR the average attend-

ance in January was thirty-six, and

in August it was sixty-three, with

the highest attained being seventy-

nine. Repairs have been made on the

church. Pilgrim Fellowship organized

with an average attendance of eigh-

teen (and picnic with 35), and five

new members added to the church.

Pastor Dwight W. Moore should feel

pleased with the success of his ser-

vice to these good people on top of

the Blue Ridge.

AT LONG'S CHAPEL
FALL FESTIVAL

A recent brief item about what a
passer-by saw at Long's Chapel
brought forth the following article:

The men's fellowship of the church
v/as sponsoring their annual Fall

Festival. Barbecue and Brunswick
stew, with all the trimmings, were
served from eleven until two o'clock,

and again from four to eight.

Every person in the church, includ-

ing the minister, between the ages of

six and sixty- five, had been assigned

a job thirty days before the festival.

The day's work began at five in the

morning and lasted until almost
midnight. Even Swiss clock makers
would have been amazed at the way
everyone stood at his post and worked
faithfully until his job was completed.

A baby contest and bazaar were in-

cluded in the festivities. So, those

under six and over sixty-five still had
f part.

When a few more quarts of stew
that is on cold storage is sold, the

goal for the evening of $2,500 will be

short by only a few dollars.

Incidentally, since the Reverend
William Loy has been our pastor the

church membership and Sunday
school enrollment have grown until

there has to be more church and Sun-
clay school room. The proceeds from
the Festival go toward this project.

A Boy Scout troop was organized

last spring and is very active under
the leadership of Jack Terrell.

This little church which is bursting

at the seams has an active women's

lellowship and youth fellowship. The
organized choir meets once each week
for practice under the leadership of

Professor M. Z. Rhodes of Burlington.
And no country choir excells that at

Long's Chapel, we think.

THE REVEALING CHOICE

Gaylord B. Noyce

The genius of that story of Solo-

mon's wisdom is this: a choice reveals

the heart. Read it, or recall it — two
women laid claim to one child. Solo-

man offered to divide the child. One
said, "All right," and her deceit was
laid bare. The other said, "No, let

the other have it, that the child may
live." She was the true mother; a

choice had revealed her loving heart.

Words, even actions, can be "put
on" to gain respect, or popularity, or

one of the "chief seats." But when
the choice comes the heart is reveal-

ed:

the priest's, the Levite's the

Samaritan's choice about the man who
was left by the robbers, half-dead,

])y the side of the road;

the choice about generosity, giving,

ehurchmanship

;

the choice about prejudice, when
the court forces upon us a choice of

"good faith" or not;

the choice when anger pushes up
to displace love, when jealousy urges
on us an unworthy word or deed.

Choices in temptation, in social

progress, even in the church all seem
sometimes to be God's way of destroy-
ing pretense to reveal the heart.
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HEARD AT THE SOUTHERN
SYNOD last week

:

"We can't see that the union now
planned will effect the program for

the next three years because both

groups are now correlating their

work."

"The Evangelical and Reformed
Church has grown more in the last

ten years than in any previous decade.

The next ten years should be better

yet."

"We need ninety new missionaries

in this triennium. Half of them will

be needed as replacements. Pastors,

evangelists, doctors, nurses, engineers,

accountants, farmers — all kinds of

workers are needed."

"You are not going to say to aged
ministers: 'Good bye. Uncle Sam will

take care of you.' We will continue

retirement funds, like 34,000 other

American groups are doing."

REV. R. A. WHITTEN began his

twenty-first year as minister in Win-
chester the first of October. During
these years the church has made
many improvements, and has more
than doubled in membership.

SUPERINTENDENT SCOTT rep-

resented the Southeast and the Super-

intendents Conference at a meeting
last week in Cleveland, Ohio, of the

Executive Committee of the General
Council of our churches and the

General Council, which corresponds

to our Executive Committee, of the

Evangelical and Reformed Church.

Plans are in the making for the merg-
ing of the work and the union of the

two denominations.

MRS. MARNA SHERRIL, our rep-

resentative among the first American
women to visit European churches,

sends greetings to the Southern Con-
vention friends. Mrs. Mary Williams
of Florida, president of the Inter-

national Congregational Christian

Women, is director of the tour. Mrs.

Sherril one may recall, is a member
of our church at Warwick, Virginia.

CONFERENCES next week will be
as follows: Tuesday (don't forget to

vote) the Eastern N. C. Conference
at Christian Light (9:30 A. M. )

;

Wednesday the Western N. C. Confer-
ence at Hanks' Chapel; and Thursday
the N. C. and Va. Conference at

Apples' Chapel — note the change in

place. The two latter convene at ten

o'clock.

AIM INVOCATION

O Lord, our ever blessed and ever

loving Father, we thank thee for thy
watchful providence in the past, and
for the promise of thy guidance in

the days to come. As due unto the

withered flower and rain unto the

parched grass, so are the knowledge
of thy presence and the assurance of

thy blessing to the weary of heart.

Help us to begin this day with this

knowledge and this assurance so that

we may be strong and courageous for

whatever conflicts of the spirit it may
be ours to wage.
May thy kingdom come more per-

fectly in our own heart and through-
out the world this day.

As we grow in years may we grow

in the beauty of holiness, and may
thy approving smile atone for the

passing of the years. In the days of

prosperity may we not forget thee.

!n the days of affliction we know that

thou wilt not forget us.

Grant us grace to live the life of

the righteous that we may be assured

that the last end shall be peace with

Christ our Lord. Amen.

Note: This was the prayer of Rev.

Avery Brown, pastor, at the opening

of the Home-Coming Service October

21 at Flint Hill church. F. C. Lester

delivered the morning sermon. Ed.

JOHNSTON HALL

This building was named in honor of former Superintendent Charles D.

Johnston, a layman who served the institution for thirty years. It is not

only a home for children but it also contains the administrative offices.

Under the trees and in the open field the children like to play.

CONFERENCE YEAR CLOSING

Rev. G. H. Veasey

Our Conference year now comes to a close.

We've made some mistakes, this everyone knows.

Yet some have been faithful in sunshine and rain.

We know that our efforts have not been in vain.

Wc hope to do better as onward we go.

That Jesus our Savior some sinners may know.

We'll strive to be doing the things that are right

For Christ and his kingdom with all of our might.

—In Lakeview Church Bulletin
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EDITORIALS - ,

Greetings To New Readers

Each week there are new names added to the list of

subscribers to this paper, for which we are very grateful.

This week extra copies are being distributed at Con-
ferences, and to persons interested in our Home for

Children (the Christian Orphanage). To each new
reader we offer our appreciation, and bid you a hearty
invitation to share with us each week.

THE CHRISTIAN SUN is devoted to the develop-

ment of Christian character and Christian churches.

It is a religious newspaper, and an advocate of Christian

causes. It is an agency of the Southern Convention of

Congregational Christian Churches, but it hopes to lift

vision above the narrow denominationalism of another
generation to the heights of human brotherhood based
on the universal fatherhood of God.

If you find this issue interesting, try another. It will

be different, and you may find it profitable reading.

Thanks for reading this.

We Are Interested In Children

For fifty years members of churches in the Southern

Convention have shown their interest in children by

giving a home to some of the most needy. Seven hun-

dred thirty-five children have found a home in the institu-

tion that we have called The Christian Orphanage. When

children return home, or go to a new home, or when they

have reached maturity and can go out on their own,

there are always others to take their places.

An interesting tome could be written about each of

the men who have been superintendent of this institu-

tion, beginning with the Reverend James L. Foster and

ending with Dr. John G. Truitt. In the books would

certainly be this recurring statement: "Very sorry, but

we cannot take those children." This is the agony of

those who see neglected children and cannot give them
the needed care.

Strangely enough, the churches have given in such
small quantities that it has been difficult to pay biUs as
they come due. Our present superintendent is pleading
for us to erase the indebtedness of some $15 000 this

year, the Golden Anniversary. That is not a large sum
for our people, but it certainly can be a heavy load for
our institution to carry from year to year. Let's lift

that load from the shoulders of our elected leadership
and send them on their working-way rejoicing.

So many changes have been made in the institution
in recent years that criticisms are fading rapidly. Sug-
gestions made by a survey committee have not only been
accepted in good faith, but the improvements have gone
into operation. It is now time for us to respond with
generous contributions and make it possible for our
workers to quit worrying and spend their time in joyous
service.

Expect The Unexpected

Changes come so rapidly these days that one should

always expect the unexpected.

The progress of Communism under the dictatorship

of Russia has moved across Europe and Asia with such

persistency in recent years that it comes as a shock when

this progress is not only stopped but is reversed.

A hurried trip by the leaders of the Kremlin to Poland

recently seems to have helped pull down the iron cur-

tain rather than clamp greater slavery on this troubled

nation. It is too early at this writing to know what
the outcome will be, but it is fairly certain that another

nation will no longer be bossed by Russia.

A news release by the World Council of Churches

dated October 15 tells that Bishop Lajos Ordass of

Hungary has been released from prison, exonerated from
all guilt by the government and restored by the Lutheran
Church. A week later news from Hungary indicates

that there is a great uprising of the people which may
mean another nation out from under the authority of

Russia.

Of course it is possible that all Communist countries

may join in an international organization of some sort

to harrass and, if possible, enslave the remaining parts

of the world. Or it can happen that freedom-loving

people in all nations will join hands and hearts in such a

movement for freedom and right that atomic and H-
bombs will no longer be necessary. It is to this good
end that Christians must unite. And that, too, may
be among the unexpected that should be expected.
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WE ARE A FAMILY OF EIGHTY WHO EAT HERE
Three times each day the family gathers from the three buildings to eat together. This helps to create the feeling

of unity which makes one family in this Church Home for Children. Thanks for our "daily bread."

An Opportunity For

Investment In Life

It is my wish that every member
cf our churches of the Southern Con-

vention could have shared two privi-

leges I recently had at our Congre-

gational Christian Home for Children

(better known as the Christian

Orphanage).

First, it was the Annual Home
Coming ceremonies the first Sunday
of September. It was a heartwarming

experience to be present with the

large number of "children" who re-

turned "home" to celebrate the Golden
Anniversary of the Christian Orphan-
age. It was a joy to see some of those
who were among the first children
who in 1906 were given the influence
of a Christian home by our churches.
Among those who came "home" were
mothers and fathers of happy and

successful children and grandchildren;

men and women who have made good

citizens, church leaders.

Their "Homecoming Society" wor-

.'rhip and business meeting conducted

in the beautiful Holt Memorial Chapel,

showed that these "children" were

eager to do their part to enrich the

usefulness of their "home."

At the center of the successful

festivities of "Homecoming" was the

genial, informed and dedicated Super-
intendent, Dr. John G. Truitt. He was
ably supported by a goodly number
of Trustees and other friends who
came for the day.

Secondly, it was the semi-annual
meeting of the Board of Trustees on
September 26 which I had the privi-

lege of attending as Superintendent
of the Southern Convention. Here,
the Board led by Dr. Truitt put into

effect the recommendations of the
recent session of the Convention. The
Board and Dr. Truitt revealed a de-

votion seldom seen in Boards of

Trustees. They showed they had given

study and concern for a well operated

Christian Home for Children. The

Board is giving sound sociological

study and application to the problems

of child care. Through close cooper-

ation with national, state and county

welfare and child care and placement

agencies the program of our Congre-

gational Christian Home for Children

if! broad and thorough. Their project-

ed program requires and deserves

more adequate financial support from
our churches.

We salute the Board of Trustees
and Supt. Truitt. A generous Thanks-
giving Offering will provide much
needed and deserved support for our

1 rogram of Christian child care at

our Congregational Christian Home
for Children. Let us respond gener-

ously.

Wm. T. Scott, Supt.

The Southern Convention
October 21, 1956
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At the Mid-West Regsona! Meeting —

Many Friends From The South

Interesting And Helpful Program
MRS. EMILY C. LESTER

My attendance at the last sessions

of the Midwest Regional Meeting was
made possible because of attending a

meeting of the program committee of

the National Women's Fellowship in

Battle Creek, Michigan, which follow-

ed the Midwest meeting.

It was pleasant to see old friends

who had been connected with the

Southern Convention — host pastor

was Duane Vore, graduate of Elon
a.nd former pastor of several of our
churches, including Suffolk; Rev. and
Mrs. Emerson Sanderson, who lived

at Monticello while he preached there

and attended Elon and who now
v/ork in North Dakota; Rev. and Mrs.

George Penn ( he is the son of Rev.

Sam Penn, founding minister at Flint

Hill and Sophia churches); Rev.

Ralph Gait, formerly of our Valley

area, and now working among Indian

Americans in South Dakota; Mrs.

Judson Fiebiger and Mrs. Martha
Randileau, daughters of the late be-

loved Dr. Warren Denison; Rev. and
Mrs. William Richards, of Nebraska,

who receive THE SUN as a gift of

Winston-Salem friends in our church,

whom they met while there with their

son, a doctor at the Baptist Hospital.

It was a surprise to get off the same
plane as did Dr. Albert Buckner Coe
and then to share a taxi to the church
with this friend frorn^ Southern Con-
vention meeting days.

The four hundred and sixty-seven

registered delegates at the Midwest
PtCgional met in a church which has
enjoyed the ministry of Dr. Carleton

Miller for nearly forty years. Dr. Vore
and Rev. Bruce Bashore are other

ministers who share the work in a
church of 3,000 members. Mrs. Keith
Elliot, whom some of our women have
met at Mid-Winter meetings, is the

new director of religious education —
and is proving that a person without

formal training but with years of ex-

perience can do t.hat job! There are

more than 1,000 children in a double

session church school, which meets
during the two sessions of worship

service. A volunteer choir of 70 sings

at both services every Sunday — Dr.

Miller says the secret is that they

are given coffee and doughnuts be-

tween the two services — and their

children can be in church school

while they sing. This church has a
total of thirteen people on its staff,

but volunteer workers do many of

the jobs — such as entertaining the
meeting in a fine way. They thought
of everything from a complete check-
room service to samples of Battle

Creek's famous cereals as favors.

The theme of the Mid-West Region-
al was "The State Conference as a
Missionary." Dr. Thomas Dick was
the chairman. Superintendent Harold
Skidmore of Michigan set the stage

with his address on "The Philosophy
of the Conference as it is Related to

Our Christian World Mission." "The
Aims of Higher Education" and
"When is Education 'Higher'?" were
discussed at luncheon meetings by Dr.

Howard R. Bowen and Rev. David M.
Stowe respectively.

The first evening Dr. Hugo W.
Thompson discussed "Love Amid
Conflicts" at the fellowship dinner.

"A Gift for My Son" was shown and
then Rev. George E. Stickney, super-

intendent of Montana, spoke on "The
Conference Program and Our Chris-

tian World Mission."

"The Conference Counselling with
the Churches" was a symposium
under the direction of Rev. Thomas
Goodwin, superintendent of Minne-
sota. "When the Church Seeks a Pas-
tor" was discussed by Superintendent

Jesse Norenberg of Wisconsin; "When
the Church Needs to Build" by Super-

intendent Everett Babcock of Ohio;
and "When the Church Programs and
Raises the Church Budget for Our
Christian World Mission" by Associ-

ate Superintendent Clarence McCall,

Jr. of Illinois.

Reports of mission work were given
as follows: "Delmo" by Mrs. J. R.
Hansen; "The Chicago City Mission-

ary Society" by J. Richard Schwenke;
and "Church and Community at Fort
Berthold Indian Reservation" by Rev.
Ralph Gait.

The centennial of the Haystack
Meeting was celebrated at luncheons
with Rev. David Stowe and Mrs. Allen
Hackett speaking on "The Cause of

Christ Is My Own — 1808 and 1956."

The second evening program con-

sisted of an address by Dr. A. B. Coe
on "The State of the Union" at the
dinner meeting; music by the Olivet

College choir; filmstrip on our work
in Puerto Rico; and an address by
the moderator, Mr. George Hastings,
on "The Conference Practice of Stew-
ardship." He made a good case for
the value of the State Conference and
the stewardship ijt has rendered
through the years.

The final morning session was de-

voted to evangelism, with Dr. Robert
Spike as the speaker. This was fol-

lowed by "buzz sessions" which dis-

cussed the question: "What one step
must be taken to build a mission and
strategy for your conference in the
field of evangelism?"

Afternoon seminars were held on:

Higher Education, Stewardship, The
Mission of the Church, Audio-Visuals
and How to Use Them, Evangelism,
Christian Action in Society, and
Organization and Conduct of Small
Study and Action Groups.

The candid camera catches four Home girls, reading from left to right:

Jeanie Cook, Marie Proctor, Doris Ward (Mrs. Thomas Stadler), and the

bride, Mrs. Jack Boutchyard. These pictures were taken in the superinten-

dent's home.
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IRRIGATION LAKE AND GRAZING CATTLE
This lake has helped greatly in dry weather, and the farm furnishes both beef and vegetables for our table.

VALLEY OF VIRGINIA
CONFERENCE TREASURER'S

QUARTERLY REPORT
July-September, 1956

Woman's Missionary Societies

Apportionment $ 208.48

Thank Offering 10.00

Life Memberships 110.00
Memorials 10.00

$338.48

Young People's Societies

Apportionment $ 57.00
World Missions 20.84

$ 77.84

Junior Societies

Apportionment $ 15.00

Cradle Roll Societies

Offering $ 11.35

GRAND TOTAL — $442.67

NORTH CAROLINA FELLOWSHIP
TREASURER'S QUARTERLY

REPORT
July-September, 1956

Woman's Societies

Apportionment $1585.91
Life Memberships 510.00
Memorials 110.00
Thank Offering 33.35
Foreign Missions—Special Fd. 50.00
Home Missions—Special Fd. 14.00

$2303.26

Junior Societies

-Apportionment $ 111.75
Rachanyapuram School 9.00

$ 120.75

Cradle Roll Societies

Offering $ 145.19

GRAND TOTAL — $2,569.20

Susie D. Allen, Treasurer

EASTERN VIRGINIA
CONFERENCE TREASURER'S

QUARTERLY REPORT
July-September, 1956

Woman's Missionary Societies

Apportionment $1246.91
Thank Offering 8.75

Life Memberships 380.00
Memorials 180.00

$1815.66
Young People's Missionary Societies

/apportionment $ 897.86

Junior Missionary Societies

Apportionment $ 221.27

Cradle Roll Societies

Offering $ 328.15

GRAND TOTAL — $3262.94
Mrs. George M. Cornell, Treasurer

COUPONS REALLY HELP
During the fiscal year the Congre-

gational Christian Home for Children
received $400.50 for coupons sent us
by the women of the churches in our
Convention and by many women
across the country who are members
of Congregational churches.

Since we began the collection of

coupons a few years ago we have re-

ceived more than $1,000.00. The child

caring institutions receive more for

coupons than individuals receive. The
Home for Children receives from $4.00

to $8.00 per thousand. So you see no
one is making much of a contribution

when they send a few coupons — it

shouldn't keep them from sending a

cash contribution or donation — but

many, many people sending a few
coupons regularly does mean much to

us here.

We destroy all coupons which re-

quire 10 cents in cash to earn the

advertised saving. We cannot use

those, please. We can use coupons
secured with the products indicated:

Octagon Soap, Borden's milk, Luzi-

anne Coffee and Tea, Ballard's Flour

and Mixes, Mrs. Filbert's Margarine
bnd Salad, Rumford Baking Powder,
Hearth Club Baking Powder, Rival

Dog and Cat Food, General Mills pro-

ducts, Gold Medal Flour, Softasilk

Cake Flour, Wheaties, Kix, Sugar
Jets, Bisquick, Betty Crocker Cereal

Tray, Betty Crocket Pie Crust, Betty

Crocker Cake Mixes, Pillsbury Flour,

Pillsbury Mixes, and Krafts Mayon-

Christian Orphanage

Elon College, N. C.

Dear Dr. Truitt:

Please accept the enclosed $

to the Christian Orphanage in memory of

MEMORIAL GIFTS

gift

(NAME OF DECEASED) (DATE OF DEATH)

[SURVIVOR TO BE

Name

Address

October 30, 1956 7



We Live In This Church 1

LOUISE RAY
A Lovely Lassie of Nine

From Fayetteville

Report to Churches
1955-56

The fiscal year of the Home for

Children has been changed to end
September 30, as requested by the

Duke Endowment. This will bring the

>ear in line with the fiscal year of

most of our churches and Conferences.

During the past fiscal year we have
received on apportionment from the

churches $28,560.83; authorized spec-

ial from church members, organiza-

tions and churches $9,397.34. This
lacks $8,041.20 of being as much as

the Southern Convention set as a
total goal.

From outside the churches—others

—there was received $29,852.03. A
total of $67,810.20.

APPORTIONMENT
E. N. C. Conference $ 6,861.51

E. Va. Conference 7,308.90

N. C. & Va. Conference 9,985.75

W. N. C. Conference 2,782.37

Virginia Valley Conference 1,622.30

$28,560.83

AUTHORIZED SPECIAL
E. N. C. Conference $ 1,911.50

E. Va. Conference 2,903.96

N. C. & Va. Conference 4,122.72

W. N. C. Conference 168.16

Virginia Valley Conference 291.00

$9,397.34

During the fiscal year Congrega-
tional churches contributed $1,291.70,

besides several thousand coupon
and a few Friendly Service gifts. All

of which is very much appreciated.

During the year eleven children

were received. One was adopted out
and twelve were placed. At present
1here are 74 children in the Home.

During the year the superintendent

t.pent a week in Cleveland at a Nation-
al Conference on Social Welfare
which gave him much insight into

up-to-date standards in child care; he
spent a week at the University of

North Carolina in intensive study of

the work of child caring institutions;

and he served as president of the

North Carolina Conference of Orphan-
ages. For seven years he has studied

FLOYD RICH
A Sturdy Son of Eight

From Randleman

in the field of child caring institutions

;;eeking to learn as much as possible

nbout group child care.

At the end of the fiscal year Sep-
i ember 30, 1956 accounts payable in-

clude a Bank note for $11,500.00 and
i:4,191.75 in current bills.

Every church is asked to pay its

t'pportionment, a total of $20,000.00;
AND enough from the church, its

organizations, etc., to equal 20% more
than the church's apportionment, a
total of $25,000.00 authorized special.

A record is kept on the Chart of

Churches of all contributions from
church members, organizations, etc.,

and credited on the authorized special.

The Program

Of Adoption
Some years ago with the financial

'i

backing of the Duke Endowment Fund
the Children's Home Society of

North Carolina became the adoption
tfgency for child caring institutions

!

in North Carolina. So about twice

every year a caseworker from the

Children's Home Society comes to our
institution, checks our records on each
child and lists any who are adoptable. :

Also the caseworker undertakes for
'

us to bring into the status of being
;

adoptable any other children who i

might become adoptable if consent of l'

a parent is gained.

This is a great service to us. And
this answers the question: Does the

Congregational Christian Home for

Children have a policy of adopting
,

out children ? The answer is yes.

Another question frequently asked I

is: When a child is placed in the child I

caring institution does it have to re-

main there until it is grown? A care-
;

ful study is made by the superinten- •

dent of our child caring institution i

before the child is placed (received).

\
WOODY BYRD

Aged Eleven

From Bethlehem Church
Suffolk, Virginia
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For Children And Like It

NAMES OF CHILDREN AND THEIR BIRTHDAYS

CLARA ELIZABETH SPICER
Age Eight

Nansemond County, Virginia

In this study the person or persons

making the application are studied —
who they are, what they are, and why
they are. Then a careful study of the

child with the hope of ascertaining

what under the circumstances is best

for the child, and whether this in-

stution is the answer. If in the opinion

of the one making the investigations

the child should be placed in the

group care which our institution is

able to offer then he makes a recom-
mendation, setting forth the facts in

the case, to the executive committee
of the board of trustees, who in turn

authorizes the child's placement, or

rejection. The length of the child's

stay in the home is determined by the

needs of the child and who is best

able to meet those needs. Few children

remain for more than a few years,

some for only a few months, taut some
stay until they are eighteen years old.

The so-called popular or small

edition of books is thought to be a
relatively new innovation. But it is

not, for in ancient Venice a printer,

Aldus Manutius, an Italian scholar,

introduced the innovation. Manutius
saw the advantage of printing the

classics in convenient editions within
the reach of the ordinary man. He
printed popular editions of Plato,

Aristotle, and Demosthenes. Manutius
also devised the punctuation system.

Names of Children ^ ..

Michael Adkins 12-25-16

Barbara Jean Arnold . 8-15-44

Clara Lee Arnold 4- .3-46

Jo Ann Arnold 7-30-41

Raymond Arnold 7-14-43

Patsy Beaman 3-20-49

Shelia Beaman 2-27-51

Ben Black - 12- 4-39

Jo Ann Black - 1-18-42

Billy Burgess 5-22-41

Bobbv Burgess 5-22-41

Bobby Bvrd 10-21-47

Woody Byrd _ 8-17-45

Dianne Cates 9-16-50

Brenda Clark 1- 6-44

Willa Grey Clark 4-13-50

Frances Coggins 3-10-44

Joyce Coggins 3- 7-46

Peggy Coggins 6-22-47

JOHN CRUMPLER

An Outstanding Student at Fojrtecn
Fayetteville,

Prenda Crumpler 8-31-46

James Crumpler 4-25-44

John Crumpler 10-22-41

Larry Crumpler 4-22-45

Bobby Daughtrey 8-10-40

Kenneth Ferrell 2-23-43

Sandra Ferrell 4- 5-45

Angelee Haith 4-24-42

Ella Jean Haith 11- 1-40

Helen Johnson 12-30-45

Sidney Johnson 12-27-43

Sue Johnson 7- 9-42

Larry Jones 1- 8-44

Alice Kidd 7-16-41

Linda Kidd 7-14-45

Shirley Kidd 0-30-^9

Bil'y Limberson 6- 8-47

Billy Joe Lambert 11-16-46

Garland Mecimore 1-13-47

Laverne Mecimore 4-20-43

Dewey Morningstar 10- 4-44

George Morningstar 11-23-42

Phyllis Morningstar 8-28-46

Marlene Privette 11- 3-46

Betty Jean Proctor 4- 7-40

Billy Proctor 10- 7-44

Marie Proctor 12-22-38

Gerald Rash 5-31-47

Elizabeth Ray 2- 1-48

Eugene Ray 7- 3-49

Louise Ray 2-23-47

Ann Rich 11- 2-43

Floyd Rich 6-28-48

John Rich 9-23-41

Jerry Rich 10-19-49

Wilma Rich 4-19-47

Betty Jane Rowland 11- 4-44

Frances Rowland 10-16-41

Jo Ann Rowland 1-16-40

M. B. Rowland 8-17-43

Peggy Rowland 1-16-40

Robert Rowland 11-20-37

Dorothy Spicer 9-10-43

Clara Spicer 1- 2-^8

Jessie Spicer 6- 7-45

Ava Turner 9-17-49
Carolyn Turner 4-27-46

Elbert Turner 12-19-43

Marie Turner 7-24-48

Helen Watkins 6-27-41

Nancy Watkins 2-18-40

Jackie Wilkins 1-26-44

Betty Lou Wilson 2-17-39

Cecelia Wilson 2-26-41

Michael Wise 5- 5-45

BETTIE LOU WILSON
A High School Senior
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Wliat Does God
Require Of Yeu?

Memory Selection: He hath she>^d thee, 0 man what is good; and what doth
the Lord require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk
humbfy with thy God. Micah 6:8.

Background Scripture: Micah 6 and 8.

Devotional Reading: Isaiah 1:11-17.

Micah is speaking about a new
order. At the close of chapter three

he pictures Jerusalem "plowed as a
lield," bscoming "as a heap," and the

city as "a high place in the forest."

But the picture changes in the first

verse of the fourth chapter. Here is

Jerusalem firmly established on the

top of a mountain, exalted above the

hills, and people and nations coming
to it to learn the ways of the Lord.

"From Jerusalem shall go forth the

law," and "the word of the Lord from
Jerusalem." Has the prophet suddenly
gone hay-wire? Is he nuts? Does he

think that the nations of the world
are going to come to Jerusalem to

learn the laws of the Lord? Yes, he
means just that. Not literally, of

course. He says that the only hope
for the world is for nations to learn

the laws of God aird to govern them-
selves by the basic principles of

righteousness. Righteousness not only
exalts a nation; it is the only basis

on which a nation can endure. Modern
j>rophets, and they are not all preach-
ers by any means, are saying the

Kame thing. There can never be peace
within the nation, or between nations,

lintil nations obey God's laws, until

i.ations learn to live under God, until

nations are established upon the

moral and spiritual principles which
were announced by the prophets of

the Old Testament, and confirmed by
Jesus Christ himself. It may come as

a surprise and even a shock to some
people to learn that the basis of any
new order that may come, will be the
law that came from Zion, and the
word of the Lord that came from
Jerusalem.

PEACE BY ARBITRATION
"And he shall judge among many

people, and rebuke strong nations

f.far off." It is a plea for, and a pre-

.liction of, peace by arbitration, in-

stead of by war. Peace by arbitration,

under the guidance of God — that is

the hope of the world. Some will

surely smile at this. They will say

that it is a nice poem, or a rosy

dream, or sheer nonsense. It really

cannot happen. But it is not so far-

1 etched as it may seem. The United

Nations is a present and powerful
example of the practicality of this

principle. Here is a world tribunal to

which the nations of the world are

bringing their cases and their causes,

i^eeking a peaceful settlement without
j'ecourse to arms. During its brief

hi-gtory — and it is only ten years

old — the United Nations Assembly
and constituent bodies and Commis-
.''ions, have considered and disposed of

many difficult and dangerous cas3S

by means of conciliation and arbitra-

tion, and in many of these instances,

there were the elements of war that

might have engulfed mankind. Even
at this time the potentially dangerous

case of Nasser's siezure of the Suez
Canal is being considered by the

United Nations and it is quite likely

that some solution will be found to

this grave situation. The point is not

that the United Nations has all the

answers every time, but that nations

are willing to bring their problems
and their differences to it. This marks
a big advance in the way in which
nations have sought to adjust their

differences and find redress for their

grievances. And as the prophet says,

what is sauce for the goose is sauce
tor the gander — the Lord, and the

United Nations, shall "rebuke the

strong nations afar off."

RECONVERSION FOR PEACE
"And they shall beat tiieir swords

into plowshares, and thoir spears into

pruning hooks." After a war, there

is always the problem of reconversion

lor peace. Factories which have been
turning out tanks and shells and
bombers and poison gas and all the

instruments and materials of war, are

converted, for the most part, into

SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON

NOVEMBER 11, 1956

By Rev. H. S. Hardcastle, D.D.

Pastor of Berea and Oakland

Congregational Christian

Churches, Chuckatuck, Va.

j>eace-time industries. So the prophet

was not talking impractical idealism;

he was speaking in a language which
we can understand. But what he says

[^:oes further and deeper. He is long-

ing for, and predicting the day when
the thought and energies of men will

l)e devoted fully to the arts of peace.

Think what a difference it would
inake in the life of the world today,

if all the time and thought and money
rhat are spent on war and preparation

tor war, were spent on the arts and
pursuit of peace! Such a policy would
have to be universal. There would
have to be universal disarmament.

But what a change it would make in

human life if mankind would divert

the raw materials and the finished

products of the world to the cause of

peace! And that is not an idle dream.

Even as the nations are working by
day and by night, in secret, to develop

atomic energy for war, there is slowly

and surely growing a sentiment, and
an avowed purpose, to develop atomic

energy for peace-time purposes

!

"Atoms for Peace" — that is beating

swords into plowshares and spears

into pruning hooks.

AND THEN REAL PEACE
"They shall sit, every man under

liis vine and fig tree; and none shall

make them afraid; for the mouth of

the Lord of hosts hath spoken it."

There are many fears that plague

men in our modern world. But per-

haps the biggest shadow that plagues

men in our modern world is the threat

of war. Men tremble when they think

of what might happen to nations and
to civilization if another war comes
in a world in which we have the atom
and the hydrogen and the cobalt

bomb. If only the threat of war could

be removed, removed that is on sound
ground! If nations respected the

I'ights of other nations, if nations

would arbitrate their grievances, if

nations would disarm, if nations

would abide by the laws of God, we
would have peace. And a great burden
of fear would be removed from the

hearts of men.

APPROACHING GOD
"Wherewith shall I come before the

Lord, and bow myself before the high

God?" How indeed? If you were to

have an audience with the Pope or

with the President of the United
States, you would prepare yourself

with great care. Do you prepare your-

self to come before the Lord of Cre-

ation and the Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ? God is spirit and they
who worship him must worship in

(Continued on page 13)
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Greetings From
The Gleasons In India

FRANCES GLEASON
Deccan College

Poona 6, India

September 26, 1956

Dear Friends in the Southern
Convention

:

A little more than two months ago

v/e were on a plane from London to

Bombay looking forward to life in a

part of the world which is so different

from the United States. While there

i.^ much that we do not yet know
about the way people live here, we
can honestly say that we feel very

m.uch at home. We enjoy life in India

and feel greatly privileged to be able

to spend a year in this very interest-

ing country.

We live on the campus of Deccan
College, which is a government grad-

uate school for research. We are com-

fortable in a house with five rooms
in a row, each opening on a front

porch and having a back door. The
kitchen is behind the main house. A
man from south India cooks for us,

either Indian or Western style. Furni-

ture is rented from a man who makes
it to rent or sell. Faculty members,
mostly Hindu Brahmin, are pleasant,

and speak English.

Our children attend a school of the

Angelican Church. Instruction is in

English but Hindu and Marathi must
be studied, and the children wear uni-

forms. The children find school much
more rigid than in America.
We are happy to be in American

Board territory. The Marathi Mission
has several stations near here, and
fi, member on the Union Theological
Seminary in Poona where ministers
are trained for our churches. The
teacher is Miss Loleta Wood who has
been ill since we arrived.

Of course we are especially happy
to be near the Hale Cooks. Hale was
Allen's friend in high school, college

room-mate, and best-man at our wed-
ding. When he returned last fall from
a year's study at Harvard, he v/as

stationed at Satara where we visited

them, but has been transferred to

Vadala.
We have visited Edith Preusse, a

girl from Connecticut whom we knew
at Hartford. She is doing an interest-

ing work with voluntary religious

groups of girls and is working with
young people in the city of Abamed-
ragar. She showed us the sisal fiber

industry established by the Loy Longs
many years ago. The women make

lovely purses, knitting bags, place

mats, napkin rings, and even summer
hats of this once useless material.

We were impressed by their happy
faces in contrast to the beggars who
roam the streets.

Miriam Rogers of our Sholpur
Mission had dinner with us. We met
her when she was home for treatment
lor polio. She wears a brace and uses
crutches, but gets around wonderfully
and has a gay happy spirit. She leaves

in October for the States on furlough.

We hope to visit our work in

Sholopur where we have a college for

training teachers, and a laboratory

school for practice teaching. So far

cur only contact with Wai and our
hospital there has been that Dr. Hale
Cook brought us a kitten that be-

longed to the head nurse.

We have made many interesting and
rewarding contacts with churches and
church people in the area. We attend

a Methodist church that is composed

of people from twelve denominations
and ten language backgrounds. I am
playing the pump organ for the ser-

vices. The choir would be a credit to

any church. They have a wonderful
leeling for worship and we always
feel uplifted by worshipping with
Ihem. In the evenings we attend a
more western-minded Methodist
church that has an American mis-
sionary for pastor. Many of the

Indian members are professional

people. One man is secretary of the

Y. M. C. A. and his wife is a pro-

fessor in a good medical college. They
invited us to a gathering where the
director of relief work for the Nation-
al Christian Council of India spoke.
He told vividly of how supplies are
distributed to the disaster areas and
people in need. You can be sure that
your gifts for relief and Christian
missions is greatly needed and well

used.

If anyone wants to write us, we
will be happy, and we will answer
questions if we can find the answer.
A ten cent air letter-folder reaches
us in a week.
Our good wishes to all of you.

The Gleasons.

WE LEARN TO WORSHIP HERE IN THE HOLT MEMORIAL CHAPEL
This building was given by the family of Mr. W. Kirk Holt of Burlington who
was a long-time president of the board and greatly interested trustee of the
Orphanage. The basement is a recreation room for the children, and the
chapel is a very beautiful place for religious services.

October 30, 1 956 n



Elon College Reporting
L. E. SMITH, PRESIDENT

APPORTIONMENT GIVING
October 20, 1956

The churches of the Southern Con-
vention have always felt pride in their

college and conscious of their respon-

sibility to give support to its prog-

ress. Years ago the Convention
suggested and the conference ap-

proved that each church should be

apportioned a definite amount for the

support of the college to be paid

monthly, quarterly, or annually as the

church might elect.

For the past number of years these

contributions have been increasing

}'ear after year. The amount contri-

buted now means a very great deal

to the college and is valuable assist-

;mce in meeting it's obligations from

month to month. It looks as if the

total amount given through confer-

ence apportionments this year may
exceed all other years. This is right

iind possible since the cost of operat-

ing the college has increased to a

fairprising figure. By the cooperation

and help of our friends we shall be

able to meet our budget without

difficulty. Thanks to all who help.

Previously Reported: $22,326.31

Eastern North Carolina

Conference:

Beulah - -- 143.00

Mt. Auburn 117.00

Southern Pines -- 271.85

Eastern Virginia

Conference:

Barrett's - 41.00

Newport News - - 264.26

First (Norfolk) 15.00

Oakland - 229.43

Spring Hill -.- 7.45

Union (Surry) 43.00

Wakefield - 100.00

Waverly 10.81

North Carolina and
Virginia Conference:

Belew Creek 77.47

Bethel - -- 5.00

Happy Home 253.20

Monticello 17.02

New Lebanon 25.00

Reidsville 194.00

Union (Va.) 20.00

Western North Carolina
Conference:

Big Oak . 2.00

Virginia Valley
Conference:

Newport 24.42

TOTAL: $ 1,860.91

GRAND TOTAL: $24,187.22

DECLARATION OF PURPOSE
We had a very good day for Found-

ers Day. The weather was perfect,

the attendence was good, the program
was excellent and the fellowship was
inspiring. All in all it was a success-

ful day and I think everyone felt that
it was a most encouraging start for

the campaign that is being launched
to secure additional funds for our
college.

The churches of the Southern Con-
vention are rendering a very signifi-

cant service in pledging cooperation
in an effore to secure funds to pay
for the construction of Virginia Hall

for girls and Carolina Hall for boys.

With the cooperation, of the churches,

the board of trustees, the alumni,

citizens of Burlington, Alamance and
surrounding counties, we should have
no difficulty in securing necessary

funds to underwrite the economic life

of our college. Declarations of Pur-

pose received to date are as follows:

CAROLINA HALL Amount

Eastern North Carolina
Conference:

Damascus $ 465.50

Antioch 451.50

Youngsville 300.00

Auburn 759.50

Hayes Chapel 362.25

New Hope -.. 1,048.25

Hope Mills - 414.75

Eutaw Community 595.00

Bethlehem - 294.00

Clayton 600.00

Henderson, First 2,308.00

Mt. Auburn 1,120.00

Martha's Chapel 297.00

Church of Wide Fellowship 2,289.00

Beulah 1,137.50

Moore Union 392.00

Wake Chapel 4,079.25

Fuller's Chapel 708.00

Chapel Hill 1,067.50

Sanford 2,000.00

Mt. Carmel 449.75

Liberty (Vance) 2,761.50

Total : 23,900.25

Western North Carolina
Conference:

Pleasant Union 673.75

Pleasant Ridge 1,300.00

Randleman 540.00

Total: 2,513.75

North Carolina and
Virginia Conference:

Union 1,500.00

(Personal) 500.00
United 1,459.50

Haw River 1,534.75

Pfafftown 463.75
Greensboro, First 5,887.00
Bethel 1,034.25

Center 281.75
Mt. Zion 1,000.00
Salem Chapel 740.00
Shallow Ford 1,800.00
Church of the Covenant 175.00
Burlington, First 10,000.00
Zion 175.00
Belews Creek 834.75
Monticello 822.50
Beverly Hills 886.00
Lebanon 939.75
Lakeview 218.75
Hebron 300.00
Elon College 4,392.50

TOTAL: $34,945.25

VIRGINIA HALL Amount
Eastern Virginia

Conference:

Suffolk Christian 10,000.00
Union 2,019.00

Windsor 2,841.00

Franklin 6,213.00

Isle of Wight 500.00
Ingram 1,748.25

Great Bridge 2,847.00

Holland 3,108.00

Total: 29,276.25

Valley of Virginia

Conference:

Bethel 912.00

Antioch 900.00

Newport 550.00

Winchester 2,950.50

Bethlehem 500.00

Total: 5,812.50

Total pledged for

Carolina Hall: $61,359.25
Total pledged for

Virginia Hall : $35,088.75

PAYMENTS ON CAROLINA HALL
Eastern North Carolina
Conference:

Wake Chapel $ 500.00
Youngsville 50.00

New Hope 54.49

Moore Union 22.52
Beulah 104.79
Hope Mills 18.75

TOTAL: $ 750.55

North Carolina and
Virginia Conference:
Greensboro, Pahn St 100.00
Zion 5.84
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Bethel -- - 202.00

Mt. Zion 331.00

Monticello - 117.26

Pfafftown -.- - 25.00

Concord 28.00

Lynchburg 3.00

TOTAL: $ 812.10

PAYMENTS ON VIRGINIA HALL

Virginia Valley Conference:

Bethlehem 75.00

Bethel 18.02

Winchester 25.00

TOTAL: $ 118.02

Eastern Virginia Conference:

F ranklin . . 2,000.00

Johnson's Grove 205.00

Eerea 100.00

TOTAL:

Total payment for

Carolina Hall

:

Total payments for

Virginia Hall:

$2,305.00

$1,562.65

$2,423.02

In addition to the churches that

have definitely accepted their quotas,

Superintendent Dr. Scott stated on
Founders Day that there are other

churches in the process of signing

their Declarations that would move
the total up to $170,000 which is more
than 50% of the amount that the

convention requested of the churches.

We are all confident that this entire

amount will eventually be realized.

SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON
Continued from Page 10

spirit and in truth. Not burnt offer-

ings and material sacrifices, but an
humble and contrite heart are his

demands. To obey is better than to

sacrifice. Not who you are or what
you have or where you come, but
how you come, is the crucial question.

WHAT DOTH HE REQUIRE
OF THEE?

"He hath showed thee, O man, what
is good. And what doth the Lord
require of thee but to do justly, and
to love mercy, and to walk humbly
with thy God?" Dr. George Adam
Smith writes, "This is the greatest

saying of the Old Testament." To do
justly, to treat one's fellowman fairly

;

to love mercy, to go beyond justice

to mercy and kindness and service;

to walk humbly with thy God, to

have a due sense of one's limitations,

to give reverence to God — here is

the essence of religion and character.

THERE WAS A WEDDING
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Boutchyard (Jean Daughtrey, reared at ^the Home for

Children); the officiating minister, Supt. Truitt; and V. R. Holt, President

of the Board of Trustees, a witness.

Expecting A
New Pastor?

Recently, after sixteen and one-half

years as minister of the First Chris-

tian Church of South Bend, Ind., Dr.

Frank E. Davison was named pastor
at-large and the Rev. Hartford C.

Inlow was called to active leadership

of the congregation. Before the In-

lows arrived in South Bend, Dr.

Davison listed in the church paper
the following "Ten Ways to Prepare
for the Coming of Our New Pastor:"

1. Pray for your pastor in your
private devotions and stop sometime
soon in the Chapel of the Inclusive

Circle to pray for him and for his

family.

2. Write him a card or a letter to

let him know of your happy antici-

pations.

3. Be faithful in attendance and
support of your church this summer
so that when the new pastor arrives

the cluirch will be alive and in good
financial condition.

4. Do not expect your new pastor

to be just like any former pastor.

Allow him to be himself and to build

on his own foundations.

5. Talk to your friends with posi-

tive expectancy about the coming of

your new pastor.

6. When he arrives in the city,

don't pick his family apart. Being a
minister's wife is no bed of roses and
if the minister's children should have
some peculiarities it may be because

they have had to play with the

deacons' kids!

7. Don't expect your new minister

to call on you during the first six

weeks or the first six months he is

in town. He will have many new and
important duties to perform and not
all can be done at once.

8. Help your new minister to get

acquainted with you by giving him
your name each time you meet him
for the first few months. You have
only one name to learn. He has a
thousand.

9. Share your joys and your sor-

rows with your pastor. Do not expect
him to know the needs of your family
by mental telepathy.

10. Open your hearts and your
homes to your new pastor. If he does
not know you at the end of three

years it will perhaps be because he
has never had his feet under your
table.

—Taken from "The Pulpit",

September, 1956

Note: This item was clipped from
the STANDARD of the E. and R.

Church and sent in by Dr. J. E.

Danieley. Ed.

AREA INSTITUTE OF VIRGINIA
COUNCIL OF UNITED CHURCH
WOMEN meeting in Hampton, on
October 11, was attended by several

of our women, including Mi.ss Helen
Kenyon, Mrs. Ray Gordon, Mrs. W. B.

Williams, Mrs. Garland Spatley, Mrs.

J. H. Booth, Jr., Mrs. C. L. Rountree,

and Mrs. Jack Akin. Mrs. Akin led

the worship service.
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FOR HOME FOR CHILDREN -

Big Thanksgiving Offering Needed
Read Our Story In This Paper

JOHN G. TRUITT, Superintendent

This is, as you have observed al-

ready, a special issue of THE CHRIS-
TIAN SUN setting forth the Thanks-
giving call of our Congregational
Christian Home for Children. We are

very grateful to Dr. F. C. Lester,

editor and business manager, for this

t'.pecial number. Thanks go also to the

Southern Convention through its

Board of Publications.

This our Home for Children con-

tributes $125.00 each month to THE
CHRISTIAN SUN. This along with
other subsidies makes it possible for

you to get your church paper each
week at such a nominal cost.

We hope you will take time to read

this issue of THE SUN very care-

fully. We hope you will notice the

pictures. Through this medium we
hope you will catch the spirit of the

child care being done, and that you
will be interested to make a generous

cpecial contribution on the $45,000.00

authorized by your Convention.

Your church's apportionments take

care of only $20,000.00. Your special

contributions, either through a

Thanksgiving offering made above

the Conference apportionment by
your church or your own special gift

must make up the balance of $25,-

000.00. In other words, from the

churches plus individual gifts of their

members we need to raise $25,000.00

between now and December 31. It

will take that amount and $15,000.00
from people of other denominations
to do the work required of us and pay
till bills at the close of the year.

I am amazed at the generosity of

some of our good people, amazed and
grateful, and I am well pleased with
the giving of many of our people.

It is gratifying to see how many
from the North, the Mid-West, and
the far West are joined with us here

in making this a Home for Children
of which we can all be proud. Small
gifts from many Congregational
churches have amounted within the

past year to $1,237.00, and thousands
of coupons. This growing interest is

much appreciated. Also there are
coming in a few Friendly Service

gifts. Just today I received a box of

towels and pillowcases from the Con-
gregational Church at Leominster,
Massachusetts. February 29, 1956 we
received a $10,000.00 bequest from
the estate of Emma E. Bucher,
through the good offices of Judge
Clarence H. Brisco, Corning, N. Y.,

and Mrs. Cecil J. Eygabroat, Painted
Post, N. Y.

Right at this time there are 74

leasons for asking your help and

generous cooperation, namely the 74

little boys and girls who are being

given first rate care by people who
like their work and love these chil-

dren. "No one stands so straight as

he who stoops to help a child." These

children are happy. They are healthy,

good students, in the main, and good

looking boys and girls. The contrast

between today and yesterday in each
of their lives is great, thanks to you.

REPORT FOR OCTOBER 22, 1956

MONTHLY OFFERINGS

Amount brought forward — ...$1,380.45

Eastern North Carolina Conference
Mt. Auburn $ 3.91

Southern Pines 155.00 $158.91

Eastern Virginia Conference

Barrett's .. 4.00

Norfolk, First 6.00

Oakland 6.00

Spring Hill, S.S 12.35 28.35

North Carolina and Virginia Conference

Bethel, S.S 5.84

Graham, Prov. Mem 50.00

Monticello 46.62

Union (Va.), S.S. 5.00 107.46

Western North Carolina Conference
Big Oak 1.00 1.00

Total $ 295.72

Grand Total $1,676.17

SPECIAL OFFERINGS
Amount brought forward $ 941.74

Women's Fellowship of Damascus Church, Sunbury, N. C. $25.00
Mr. Herman Neese, Haw River Christian Church 10.00

Ladies' Mission Aid, Antioch Cong. Christian Church,
Va. Valley Conf. — Golden Anniversary Gift 50.00

Philathea Class, Suffolk Christian Church 5.00

Mrs. Esther E. Jinkens, St. Paris, Ohio 5.00

Pillsbury Mills, Inc. (for coupons) 11.60

In Memory of T. D. Fogleman 10.00

Special Gifts 60.00

Total $ 176.60

Grand Total ......$1,118.34

Total for the Week ..$ 472.32
Total for the Year $2,794.51
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Minimum Standards For
Child Caring Institutions

BY N. G. BOARD OF
PUBLIC WELFARE

Every child has a basic right to

grow up in his own family group and
every family to rear its own child.

The family group to which a child

belongs can never be fully replaced by
any substitute. When circumstances
deprive a child of his family and he
cannot be placed with relatives, so-

ciety has provided several alternatives
— adoption, foster family care, and
institutional or group care placement.
It is a major responsibility of agen-
cies offering service to children to

r.elect the type of placement which
most nearly meets the individual

child's needs. The selection of ap-

])ropriate care for children away fi'om

their own families depends on the

relationship of several factors oper-

ating at the same time, such as the
developmental needs of the child, pre-

ference of the parents, behavior and
defenses of the child, nature and
quality of the case work service that

will be available, etc. Also situations

change with time, so frequent reviews
of the situation are needed and new
plans must be made when these
changes so indicate. Economic de-

privation in a family situation is not
in itself sufficient reason to consider
placement of children. As a general

policy, children of pre-school age
should not be in group care since

these children, especially, still need
the closeness of a direct personal tie

with a mother and father even though
they may be substitute parents.

Some children of school age for

whom institutional or group care may
offer a helpful experience are:

1. Children who have parents or

relatives unable to care for them and
yet so cencerned by their failure as
parents that they cannot agree to let

their children have from a foster

family the affection and security

which they cannot provide themselves.
These parents often can accept an
institutional placement for their chil-

dren until with help they achieve an
understanding of their problem and
what is best indicated for their child.

2. Children who have parents or
relatives who love them but who are
unable temporarily to care for them
for a variety of reasons. These par-
ents can accept an institutional place-

ment until they can again assume full

responsibility for their children, when
they cannot accept foster family care.

3. Children who have been so hurt
by rejecting parents and disrupting

family experiences that they cannot
be receptive and responsive to foster

parents and family living until after

a period of understanding care and
treatment in the less personal setting

which group care offers.

4. Children who present aggressive

behavior patterns which foster famil-

ies generally cannot deal with, but

who may adjust well in group care.

This group includes for the most part

adolescent children who are in con-

flict concerning child-parent relation-

ships and their struggle for emotional

independence. The give and take rela-

tionship with other children in a

group setting, the less personal re-

lationship with adults, and the group

acceptance of sensible limits often

ease the tension causing the aggres-

sive behavior.

5. Children in need of temporary
observation and study for diagnostic

purposes where suitable foster homes
during the study period are not avail-

able.

6. Children in need of specialized

treatment where small, well staffed

group care facilities with appropriate

casework, medical, and psychiatric

services can offer help.

The existance of a child caring

institution in North Carolina is justi-

fied when it provides care for children

whose needs can best be met by group
cfire and when already available fa-

cilities have proved inadequate to

meet the need. Such a service should
complement and supplement other
child care programs as part of a com-
prehensive social welfare program for

children.

Those persons actively interested in

the establishment of a child caring

institution sliould first completely and
carefully study the need for such a

service in order to determine whether
they would make the most valuable
contribution to children by such an
institution or by undertaking some
other welfare activity. A conscienti-

ous inquiry of this type may reveal
that other programs such as public
assistance, foster home care, or fam-
ily service will more adequately a-

chieve the desired results for children
without the much greater expenditure

necessary to build and maintain an
institution.

Since the basic purpose of the child

caring institution, as well as all other
child care programs, is service to

children, the child caring facilities

must keep abreast of new knowledge
in the field of personality develop-
ment and be prepared to meet the
new concepts of care. The facility

must keep a sound perspective re-

garding its place in the community.
An institution which isolates itself

from the community, either physically

cr by attitudes, cannot effectively

achieve its purpose in providing a
well rounded and integrated exper-
ience for the children it serves. It is

equally difficult for staff to main-
tain varied interests and to partici-

pate in civic and cultural activities

in an in-grown and limited atmos-
phere.

With the extensive development of
licensed foster homes for children,

institutions have increased oppor-
tunity to develop programs which will

offer much needed specialized care for
properly selected groups of children.

Group care facilities should, with the
State supervising agency, initiate

periodic re-evaluations of their pro-
grams and purpose. In this manner
their current usefulness and programs
may be weighed with other resources
to determine how they can best meet
long time goals in child care.

The State Board of Public Welfare
sfter careful deliberation with the
Advisory Committee of the North
Carolina Orphanage Association has
established t he foregoing minimum
standards to be met by child caring
institutions. It is recognized that
minimum standards alone can in no
wise adequately measure the intrinsic
values of an agency's program. These
values will be found in the happiness,
mental health, and moral character of
each child under care. Minimum
standards as here established provide
a framework within which these in-

trinsic values can more easily be
attained.

Washington, D. C, has become so
firmly fixed in the public mind as
the capital of the United States, few
realize that eight other places once
served as capital of the nation. These
places were York, Philadelphia, and
Lancaster, Pennsylvania; New York
City; Trenton and Princeton, New
Jersey, and Baltimore and Annapolis,
Maryland.
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What the Orphanage

Has Done For Me
Marie Proctor

I am from a broken home. I entered

the Orphanage as a small child. I

remember the first day of my life

here, like most everyone else, I was
scared stiff. Just as soon as I was
greeted bv the warm smile of my
house mother, all of this fear faded.

She was such a warm understanding
person, that I shall remember her the

lest of my life.

What has the Orphanage done for

me? Well. ... I hardly know where
to ^cg'n. but I rTue3"; the raost im-

portant thing is that is has given mc
fi chance to be a church member and
to attend every Sunday. I belong to

the Youth Group in our church. I

(like all of the rest of the children

here) attend the Elon Public School.

I have the opportunity to play an
active part in any school activity. The
Orphanage has provided me with a
sponsor (Robert Lee House Sunday
School Class, Newport News, Virginia

Congregational Christian Church

)

They have done wonders for me.

I have a pretty bed-room (which I

share with my sister) and we have
a new bed-room suite in it.

I would like to say that Dr. Truitt

has always treated me as if I were
a child of his own. I hope I can just

be half as understanding and success-

ful in life as he is.

I could go on and on listing the

many different things this home has
given me, but it would take a book

to list all of them.

When I finish high school I will be

offered a chanoe to attend Elon Col-

lege.

Yes. . . . This is a great home to

live in and we have a wonderful staff

of understanding and loving people to

lead and direct our lives. I am very
proud of the fact that I am being
reared in the Christian Orphanage,
and none of these things could be
made possible for us kids if it were
not for you, you and you.

FROIVI THE CHURCHES
^45,000.00

The Southern Convention has set

$45,000.00 as the share which the

churches may have in maintaining the

Congregational Christian Home for

Children. Of this sum $20,000.00 has

been apportioned to the churches. The

Orphanage Gir! Speaks at

Home Coming

Betty Lou Wjfson

Th'^re are 74 boys and girls hoT'e

in 1956. During the past 50 years the

orphanage hns helped 735 children. I

came here 13 years ago — on August
16, 1943. I was the 514th child re-

ceived at the orphanage.

Having been in this home for more
than 13 years, I feel like I can speak

with real pride of what the orphanage
has done for me. And for my older

l:rother and my younger sister. I am
17, and am a senior at our Elon High
School. I have been given every

chance to make my grades, and to get

such recognition as is given to the

a verage student. It is not necessary to

tell of our need to come here. It is

sufficient to say we have found the

remaining $25,000.00 should come as

Thanksgiving Offerings, as individual

contributions from members and spec-

ial contributions from organizations

within the churches. When a church
pays its apportionment it is nearly

halfway on its way to the goal.

This year we are very anxious for

the churches to raise the entire a-

mount so we can pay off the endebt-

edness contracted in current expenses

during the drought years, and at the

r.ame time pay all our expenses both

for repairs and upkeep and the care

of the children. Raise your apportion-

ment through your regular every-

member canvass as you do all your

other sums and then around Thanks-
giving make a special Thanksgiving
Offering for the Children's Homo.

nicest possible home at the Christian

Orphanage.
Speaking for the 74 of us todav-

we have everything we need. We have
clean rooms, good food, good school,

pleasant work and chores and play,

and the best of religious training and
influence. We have complete medical

and dental care. We have understand-

mg housemothers and staff workers
who serve our needs any time, day
cr night. Wc take part in everything

that goes on in school and church. We
have many friends and helpers with

whom we spend vacations and holi-

days.

When I graduate next spring I will

have the opportunity to go to college,

cr nursing school, or get a job. I will

not have to leave until there is some-

where for m3 to go. I am grateful

that I am here in 1955. Thank you.

I'm Glad To Be Here In 1956
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REV. AND MRS. WARREN MATTHEWS

This picture was made by Thorpe Jones as Reverend

and Mrs. Warren Matthews of Greensboro boarded a

Southern train for the first lap of a trip to Scotland, where

he will study for the next two years.



Here And There Among The Churches
DR. D. J. BOWDEN, administrative

director of Indiana Scliool of Religion,

I'epresented that school on the pro-

gram October 28 when the corner

ftone was laid for a new building.

Others appearing on the program
were Dr. Harlie L. Smith, president

of the board of higher education of

the Disciples of Christ, Dr. Herman
B. Wells, president of Indiana Uni-
versity, Dr. John W. Ashton, vice

j^resident of the university, Honorable
Donald A. Rogers, president of the

Board of Directors of the Indiana
School of Religion, and the Rt. Rever-
end R. A. Kirchhoffer, Bishop of the

Indianapolis Diocese of the Episcopal
Church. Dr. Bowden will be remember-
ed as a former Dean of Elon College.

SERMON TOPIC at Holland, Vir-

ginia October 21 was "Fire on the

Mountain" and the text was, "I will

turn aside and see this great sight."

Sounds exciting.

AT PALM STREET, Greensboro,
the laymen conducted service October
21 with Mack Fulk speaking on "The
Truth Shall Make You Free." Frank
Vanstory is president of that local

group. — The Sunday before 173
went to church and 176 attended Sun-
day school, at this city church where
Rev. William Rich is pastor.

"DEANS" INTERNATIONAL
SEMINAR

DR. HENRY E. ROBINSON of

Burlington was dean of an Inter-

national Seminar for Laymen held at

Lisle, New York, September 28-30.

About thirty laymen from New York,
Pennsylvania and the Middle Atlantic

Conference heard the challenging
ptory of the American Board during
this three-day session. Excellent
leaders from the staff, field, and
nationals in this country presented the
work and needs of the Board. The
American Board supplied the leader-

ship and the hospitality. All the men
had to do was to come — and think.

They were richly rewarded and com-
mitted themselves to greater efforts

in the churches for missions. It is

hoped that such a seminar will come
to the Southern Convention ere long.

The Lisle seminar was the third

such meeting sponsored by the Inter-

national Seminar Committee of the
American Board, of which committee
Dr. Robinson is chairman.

AT BETHLEHEM, Disputanta, a

feature of the Laymen's Sunday pro-

gram was a prayer in the Slovak
language led by Andrew Balint. C. C.

Dunn spoke on the work of laymen,

and Walter Rusnak read the scrip-

ture. The pastor. Rev. Jas. W.
Walters, spoke on "The Man in the

Big Suit." Rev. Mr. Walters speaks

very highly of the Bethlehem people,

and seems to be having a grand time

working with them.

IT IS NOT TOO LATE for the

young people to observe Work Day
lor Christ, if they have not already

done so. This new program is really

making a difference in those who
share in it and in the missionary work
made possible.

HAYSTACK SUNDAY was desig-

nated as October 28 by the American
Board of Commissioners for Foreign

Missions. If your church did not ob-

berve such a day, it is not too late to

secure and read materials about that

great event which changed the world
when Williams college boys prayed by
a haystack until they decided to

"Make the cause of Christ my own."

See announcement of materials avail-

;ible listed elsewhere in this paper.

IN WINTER PARK, Florida,
Harold A. Ward III, a laymen of the

church, spoke at both morning ser-

vices on Layman's Sunday. The two
ministers,. Dr. Louis Schulz and Rev.

R. A. Potts, assisted in the services.

MISS HONTAS RAWLS of Liberty
Spring church, an aunt of Professor

L. L. Vaughan of Raleigh, died Octo-

ber 23 at the age of eighty-six. Funer-
al services were conducted in her

church by her minister. Rev. H. R.

Phelts, assisted by Rev. James H.

Lightbourne, Jr. of Holland.

PILGRIM FELLOWSHIP officers

at Pleasant Ridge (Ramseur) install-

ed October 7 were: president Martha
Cox, vice president Gene Joyce, sec-

retary Mamie Faye Joyce, treasurer

Linda Sue Rumley, and reporter Toni
Cox. They sent six members to the

camps at Moonelon last summer.

REV. SAMMY D. NELSON and
Mrs. Nelson were given a reception

withe refreshments and "a love offer-

ing check" by the South Norfolk
church a Sunday evening in Septem-
ber before they left for Atlanta,

Georgia, where he has entered Emory
University and School of Theology.
He has served for two and one-half

years as assistant pastor and youth
director in the South Norfolk church.

MRS. W. B. WILLIAMS reports a
good speech by Dr. Margaret Har-
grove at the banquet given by the
Peninsula Branch of the Mary Wash-
ington College Alumnae Association
in Newport News on October 13. Dr.

Hargrove is now the dean of that
college, but was formerly executive

secretary of our National Women's
Fellowship. She was the speaker at

the Spring Rallies several years ago.
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Watch ! ! !Installation At Chapel Hill
The United Congregational Christian Church of Chapel Hill

To the Eastern North Carolina Conference

Greetings

:

Beloved Brethren:

Whereas, this church, having devoutly sought the guidance of the great

Head of the Church, has united in the choice of the Reverend Harvey L. Games
for its pastor and teacher, and he has responded favorably to its call, we,

therefore, cordially invite the churches of the Eastern North Carolina Con-
ference to meet in special session in our house of worship on Sunday, October
28, 1956, at 4:15 P.M., to proceed with us to his installation as pastor of this

church.

Wishing you grace, mercy and peace,

October 17, 1956.

In keeping with the above invita-

tion, representatives of the Eastern

Conference and of the Southern Con-

vention met at the designated time

}'nd place and shared in the install-

ation service as indicated above. Rev.
W. T. Scott, Jr. gave the call to wor-
ship; Dr. F. C. Lester the invocation;

Rev. T. F. Wright read the scripture;

the sermon was preached by Rev.
Gaylord B. Noyce; the examination of
the candidate by Dr. W. C. Timmons;
the charge to the congregation by
Conference President Carl Wallace;
the prayer of installation by Rev. J.

F. Apple; and the benediction by Rev.
Harvey L. Carnes.

A reception for those present was
given by the Women's Fellowship
immediately following the service.

REV. AND MRS. MARK ANDES
are being congratulated on the birth
of a daughter, Cindy Elaine, who
v.'eighed eight pounds when she was
born on the afternoon of October 25.

Mr. Andes is the pastor of Center
Church, South Boston, Virginia, and
Mrs. Andes has just finished a term
of office as president of our North
Carolina Women.

MRS. WILLIAM H. DUNCAN of
our First Church, Greensboro, was
one of the two hostesses for the
Seventh District meeting of the North
Carolina Federation o f Women's
Clubs, when it met in the Masonic
Temple in Greensboro on October 30.

MRS. N. CARL MONROE of the same
church was the luncheon chairman.
MRS. F. C. LESTER is treasurer of
the district.

Mrs. J. R. Ellis. Church Clerk

Reverend Harvey L. Carnes

EUTAW COMMUNITY CHURCH
members heard their minister. Rev.

Carl Wallace, speak on "The Reform-
ers in Retrospect" on Reformation
Sunday, October 28. Lineo Tyndall has
been elected president of the Junior
Choir of this church.

FIRST CHURCH. GREENSBORO
was the place for the World Commun-
ity Day Service in that city. The
theme was "Human Rights" with Mrs.
P. Hunter Dalton as speaker. This
item was found in the bulletin of the

Palm Street Christian Church, where
members were urged to bring clothing

tor boys and men, and yard goods for

the World Community service. Thank
Offering service was held in Palm
Street church last Sunday night, with
the film "A Gift for My Son" as part
of the program.

The Rev. Miss Leila Anderson,
Chicago, Pilgrim Circuit Rider of the

Division of Christian Education, will

be featured on NBC-TV's HOME
show, with Arlene Francis, presently

scheduled for November 14, 11:00
o'clock a.m.. Eastern Standard Time.

In addition to being interviewed by
Miss Francis, the mistress of cere-

monies of the show, Miss Anderson
will narrate a special film, shot by an
NBC camera crew, showing her and
the station wagon in action in church-
es in northern Minnesota. According
to present plans, the station wagon
will actually be in the studio and Miss
Anderson will give Miss Francis and
television viewers a "conducted tour"

of her home on wheels. Peter Piper
will assist with the tour.

Some church women's groups are

planning "coffees" or other parties to

watch the show. All churches are

urged to publicize this program, which
was arranged by the Office of Com-
munication and the National Council

of Churches.
You may want to check with your

iocal NBC-TV station a few days be-

for November 14 to make sure this

program is still scheduled for that

date.

DR. JOHN P. JOCKINSEN
Dr. John P. Jockinsen retired three

years ago and left the cold of Chicago
for the warmth and beauty of Florida.

But he could not stay still in the

shadow of the great Congregational
church of St. Petersburg which he
served for so many years. So, he
lielped with one young church until

they secured another minister, and
then went to Sarasota where he organ-
ized a new church that grew so rapid-

ly that the first building erected filled

tc overflowing within two years.

In late summer he had a heart at-

tack. After some enforced rest he was
eager to be back at work. On October
20 he died.

His only daughter, Mrs. Ruth
Davis, is adult choir director in our
Asheboro church. His son, Paul, is a
teacher in California.

DR. W. W. SLOAN was the speaker
at World Community Day service in

Asheboro. North Carolina. The presi-

dent of the Council of Church Wom-
en, which sponsored the service held

in Calvary Methodist Church, is Mrs.

I^awrence Leonard, wife of the minis-

ter of the Evangelical and Reformed
Church in Asheboro.
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EDITORIALS

Today We Vote
Election day is one of the most important in tlie

calendar of a nation. That is when the citizens can
express their opinion concerning the government under
which they live.

Patrick Henry, members of the "Boston Tea Party,"

and people of that era were greatly concerned about

expressing an opinion in their government. George

Washington and those who followed him through Valley

Forge did not find it easy to establish the right for

American citizens to vote. But they all worked at the

job, and now every citizen can vote as he likes, if he is

properly educated.

Intelligent voting is very important. We like the

freedom to make choices. But that high privilege

carries with it the responsibility of knowing the dif-

ference in the candidates and the parties represented.

Voting should be based on knowledge of the issues

involved.

By the time this is in print, millions of Americans

will have cast their ballots, and many other millions

will have let pass this greatest privilege of citizenship.

America will continue to be strong so long as her citizens

keep the ballot box filled with intelligent choices.

Dangerous Opportunities

DANGER could well be written on sign boards in

every nation of the world. Ours seems to be a dangerous

day. Oppressed peoples are ris'ng from under the heels

of the oppressors. They are throwing off the yoke of

bondage and are asserting their rights as human beings.

This is true in colonial countries, it is true in satellite

countries, it is true in democracies where some groups

have not had equal opportunities. The pentup emotions

of peoples are causing explosions. The desire for

freedom cannot be crushed ; it is a gift of God that will

not die. Poland, Hungary, Hong Kong, and several

areas of Africa are among the hot spots of our world.

And here in the Southland of America there are troubles

that run through deep currents of life.

It is to be hoped that with the danger there is also

OPPORTUNITY. It was true for our forefathers who
marched through dangers to establish our nation. It

was true for our grandfathers who made decisions con-

cerning slavery and secession the hard way. It was
true in Europe when Hitler undertook to make the

world his own. Through great dangers people have
moved into greater opportunities.

It is good that all over our world there are Christians

who are ready to "proclaim liberty to the captives, and
the opening of prisons to those who are bound." It will

certainly take the "spirit of the Lord God" in the hearts

of Christians if they are to "preach good tidings" to

the kind of world in which we live.

Dangerous indeed are our days, but they are crowded
with opportunities to make known the truth that sets

men free. The day of brotherhood may be just beyond
this explosive period of selfishness that is now tearing

the world apart. Who knows but what God has placed

i

us in the midst of this condition in order that we may
learn to clasp the hand of a stranger, regardless of his

race or nation, and call him brother? We may have to

learn the hard way, but we must learn. With confidence

we can say, "Though I walk through the valley of the

shadow of death, I will fear no evil."

Laymen At The Helm
This seems to be the day for laymen in our churches.

News of their activities fills much of this paper, and
much more is to come. In both of our Virginia confer-

ences a layman has served as president for a year, and
both were re-elected. A layman is president of the
Southern Convention for the first time in almost a
hundred years. Each of these men is doing a fine work.

In our churches we have been singing, "Rise Up, O
Men of God," and the men are responding to this call.

Lesser things are laid aside while they lead in church
work. This is as it should be, of course, and especially in

a church like ours that believes in the priesthood of the
individual. Every person can approach God directly.

He is his own priest. He makes his own prayers. He
bears his own responsibility. He hears the call of God
is his own heart. He is commissioned for Christian
service. And so, it is good that laymen are becoming
leaders in our churches.

Fellowship Of The Churches
Attending Conferences is a joyous experience. For

many years it was my privilege to attend all five of our
Conferences, but for ten years this joy has been denied.

Now my responsibilities take me again among the church
people as they gather for the annual business meetings
of Conference, and it is a joy.

Some of the older people are no longer in our councils

of the churches. They have gone to a better country.

Memory reminds one of their friendship, faithfulness

and wisdom. Younger people are accepting responsibil-

ities. Churches are growing. Most of the ministers are

new. It is a new day. Perhaps it is the dawning of that

better day for which we have hoped, worked and prayed.

Of this one can be certain: the fellowship of the

churches is delightful, strengthening, inspiring. It binds

one to those things that are eternal.

Student In Scotland

The picture on the front page shows the first

ministerial student of the Southern Convention to earn

a scholarship to study in Europe. Warren Matthews is

a member of First Church, Greensboro, a graduate of

Elon College and Hartford Seminary, and a student at

Harvard Divinity School last year. He is a fine example
of those who attain high scholarship while earning their

living. The best wishes of their many friends will attend

Rev. and Mrs. Matthews while he studies in St. Andrews,
Scotland.
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Among Relatives And Friends
A ROVING EDITOR

Mt. Bethel and New Lebanon
churches are in the old home commun-
ity, the native habitat of one who now
has become a sort of roving editor.

Like many other people, if one can

judge from newspaper accounts of

home-comings and family reunions, he
likes to return to the place of his

birth, childhood, and youth.

When the Cummings, Lesters, or

Sharps get together there is certain

to be fine talking and good eating.

On account of being related to all

these families and greatly interested

in both the talking and the eating,

it seems wise to know when and where
the clans get together.

The Sharp reunion at New Lebanon
this year (in September) soon unload-

ed a long table that was heavily load-

ed with a wide variety of meats,

vegetables, pies, cakes, pickles, and
persimmon pudding. But the food had
to wait until prayers and songs and
address had refreshed the soul. The
speaker was Honorable Clyde Shreve,

c\ neighborhood boy who now serves

as a representative in the legislature

of North Carolina. In the worshipping
congregation and actively engaged
alongside the table was "cousin"

Susie Sharp, the first woman judge
of the Superior Court of North Caro-
lina. Cousin Jim Simpson at the age
of ninety-two was eating heartily and
telling of things that happened in

yesteryears.

The Sunday school record for the

day showed that these good country
folk continue to attend and study and
give. It is not a large group, though
it will be sixty years old next year,

but the church building is quite new
and attractive, and the parsonage
across the road is very new and in-

viting.

About five miles away is Mt. Bethel,

the home of ministers. How well one
remembers the little white church in

the grove where a boy of eighteen or
twenty was superintendent of the Sun-
day school, and not many adults at-

tended! The day this visitor passed
by, there were a dozen adults studying
the Bible. The building is much larger

now, and beautiful cars are parked
among the oaks where the horses
used to rest. But the membership of

Sunday school and church has not
grown greatly. Neither has the popu-
lation of the community. There is a
fine hut, or social hall among the

REV. FRED ALLRED

trees now which certainly must add
to the effectiveness of the work of

the church. The buildings and grounds
are kept in such repair that the
passcr-by is invited to stop and rest

a bit under the shade of the trees.

In the days of the Reverend L. I

Cox and the Reverend P. T. Klapp,
both of whom served Mt. Bethel faith-

fully and well, members of the church
entered the ministry. John W. Knight
was for a long while a local preacher,
and for several years was an ordained
minister of the North Carolina and
Virginia Conference. Howard Truitt
has served in the Presbyterian Church
for some forty years after several

years in our denomination. John
Truitt needs no introduction to read-
ers of this paper. Fletcher Lester
passes like cousin John. Reuben Truitt
served for some years in the Metho-
dist Church and more recently with
the Pillar of Fire. George Williams
preached for the Methodists. Challie

Strader served the Wesleyan Metho-
dists. These all grew up in Mt. Bethel,

and dedicated their lives to the minis-

try in this little country church near
the same time. Reverends P. T. Klapp
and R. P. Crumpler transferred to Mt.
Bethel. At one time there were seven
ministers members of the church, in

a membership of slightly more than
one hundred.

Today Mt. Bethel, New Lebanon
and Kallam's Grove are served by the

Fceverend Fred Allred who is doing a

fine job with three fine rural church-
es. He made a good brick layer when

the parsonage was being erected, and
he carried well his part of the quar-

tette at the Sharp reunion. It is little

v/onder that his freezer is kept filled

by members of the churches, for they
love him.

Historical Society

Mrs. W. B. O'Neill

A very wise man once remarked,

"There is no new thing under the

sun." While we do not dispute the

truth of this statement, yet our

Southern Convention in its Centennial

Session this year voted to create a

new thing and ally it with the SUN.
I refer to the Historical Society of the

Southern Convention of Congregation-

al Christian Churches, which has en-

gaged Dr. F. C. Lester, the able editor

of the THE CHRISTIAN SUN, as its

first curator.

The purposes of this Society are

manifold but among them are:

1. Work for the preservation of the

various shrines which mark the de-

velopment of our Church from its

beginning.

2. Engage in the collection of his-

torical materials pertaining to the life

of the Christian Church in the South.

3. Promote an enlarged interest in,

and appreciation of, our Church's his-

tory and of the place it has occupied

in the making of our nation.

4. Provide a repository for the safe-

keeping, preservation, and display of

such historical data to which stu-

dents, and others interested, may
have access. Such a repository has
been provided in the Church History
Room at Elon College.

No one can seriously question the

wisdom and worth of this great ad-

venture. It will mean much in the on-

going life of our churches. The Wom-
en's Fellowship, recognizing its value

to the churches, has decided to give

the offerings gathered through Life

Memberships and Memorials to the

Church History Room for this
biennium.
Membership in the Historical So-

ciety is open to all interested persons.

A Charter Member Honor Roll is in

the making, and on payment of $5.00

your name may be enrolled and this

roll will have a permanent place

among the records in the Church
History Room. You will also receive

a copy of "Lives of Christian Minis-

ters" by Kernodle. Send your mem-
bership fee to the Southern Conven-
tion Office, Elon College, N. C. before

December 31, 1956, and you will be
enrolled as a charter member.
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Reports From Our Active Laymen
LAYMEN'S DAY—A REAL TREAT

J. Earl Danieley

There are a great number of

reasons why one does not like to be

away from his accustomed place; in

my case, this is Elon College. There

are also some advantages to be gained

from almost every experience. We are

fortunate enough to be in an Evan-
gelical and Reformed Church while

o.way from our own in Elon. What a

wonderful spirit, what a fine fellow-

ship, what a remarkably friendly

group we have found at the Messiah

E & R Church here in Baltimore. (The

]iastor is the Rev. Frank Bostian, a

native of North Carolina !

)

On Laymen's Sunday I had the

pleasure of teaching the Ladies'

Class a lesson on E & R history!

During the worship hour, the Church-

men's Brotherhood (which was organ-

ized after I came here and of which I

am the secretary) had charge of the

service. Seven men had parts in the

service; three of us spoke on the

merger of our two denominations. I

spoke for the Congregational Chris-

tians, John Gettcrman for the E & R
people and Tom Wright spoke on the

general theme of "Fellowship and

Brotherhood."

Rev. Ken Kohler, National Secre-

tary of the Churchmen's Brotherhood

(and speaker at the Laymen's Rally

at Elon College in February 1956)

is to be here on November 19 to pre-

sent the charter to the local Brother-

hood. What a thrill to be a part of the

denomination with which we are to

soon merge, and to help in starting a

Churchmen's Brotherhood. After the

merger the men's organization will be

(he Churchmen's Fellowship, obvious-

ly a blending of our names.

I look forward to reading many
stories in THE SUN of laymen's day

programs throughout the Southern

Convention.

ELON LAYMEN HAVE
INTERESTING PROGRAM

H. H. Cunningham, President

The Laymen's Fellowship met in

the Parish House October 19 with

fifty members and guests present. The

meeting had been designated as Col-

lege Night with the theme, "Elon

College and Its Meaning to the Com-
munity." Brief talks were given by

President L. E. Smith, Dean A. L.

Hook, and Dean J. C. Colley. Pro-

fessor John Westmoreland of the

music department of the college pre-

sented Professors Blake Godfrey and
Albert Shaak in several musical se-

lections appropriate to the occasion.

This program was another in the

series which has for its purpose the

attainment of greater knowledge and
understanding of our community and
its problems.

During the business portion of the

meeting new officers were chosen for

the coming year. They are: president,

Howard Edgerton; vice president, M.

E. Wooten, Jr.; secretary, William T.

Reece; and treasurer. Warren Jeff-

reys. Members of three new standing

committees to assist the officers of

the Fellowship were also chosen. The
chairmen are: attendance, W. E.

Lowe; program, M. E. Wooten, Jr.,

and membership, H. H. Cunningham.

LAYMEN'S DAY AT
WAKE CHAPEL

A. G'endon Johnson

Laymen's Day was observed at the

Wake Chapel Church on October 21.

The service was under the leadership

of Renno Gotten. Bobby Stephenson

read the scripture lesson and Johnnie

McKinney led the morning prayer. .Joe

Stephenson pronounced the benedic-

tion. A men's quartet composed of

Rex G. Powell, Gary Powell, Jr.,

Dwight Stephenson, and Joe Stephen-
son furnished special music.

Since the Wake Chapel Church has
had for the past two or three years

an item set up in its budget for mis-

sions in the Philippines, on Laymen's
Sunday ten men presented the ten

Philippine Stewardship Posters, which
have been widely used throughout the

Philippine Islands, Siam, Burma, and
India and which the Joint Department
of Stewardship and Benevolence of

the National Council of Churches has
made available in this country.

It has been suggested that, at some
future time, some of these foreign

countries may be sending missionaries

back to us, and these posters are an
excellent example of the ministry of

younger churches to the older ones.

The Wake Chapel Laymen's Fel-

lowship heard many favorable com-
ments from those present at this

service of worship.

For this service, the Philippines

Stewardship Posters were enlarged to

size 24" x 30". If any church desires

a set, the Wake Chapel Laymen's
Fellowship will be glad to furnish

ihem free of charge.

LAYMEN'S SUNDAY was observed

at Chapel Hill church with Dr. R. W.
Whitner as speaker. Taking part on
the program were S. H. Basnight, Ray
Strong, Jimmy Pinney, Reid Scruggs
(president of the local Fellowship),

Bill Cherry, and Jim Ellis. Announce-
ment was made that day that the lay-

men had arranged for a car to be used
by their minister, and that they had
voted to finance its operation.

AT FAYETTEVILLE the laymen
conducted service on their Sunday, led

by E. D. Broadwell and John Crow-
der. "Christian Fellowship" was the

topic of Wilbur Griffin; "Christian

Education" was discussed by Arthur
Johnson, and J. A. McLean spoke on
"Christian Service." — On October 14
the Sunday school attendance there

was 135, church attendance 137, and
the offering was $107.70. If you are

in the Fayetteville (N. C.) area on
Sunday, be sure to look up our young
church, of which Rev. Carl Wallace
is pastor.

BROTHERHOOD MEETINGS
According to local papers. Brother-

hood meetings seem to have been the

order of the day in the North Caro-
lina area recently.

The Rowan District Brotherhood of

the Evangelical and Reformed Church,
meeting in Ursinus Church at Rock-
well, Oct. 25, honored Tom Moose, re-

tiring superintendent of Nazareth
Orphanage by giving him a framed
honor scroll "for rendering unselfish,

loyal and Christian service to his

fellow men as manifested by his sacri-

fices for the children with whom he
has labored, and by his devotion to

the brotherhood and all phases of

Christian activity." Martin T. Garren,
president of the Southern Convention,
was the featured speaker.

The Eastern District Brotherhood
met in St. John's Church of Burling-

ton on Sunday afternoon, October 28,

with Superintendent W. T. Scott as
the principal speaker.

The Davidson District meeting was
at Paul's Church in Lexington Sunday
c'fternoon, October 28, with Mr. Gar-
ren as speaker. More than 250 mem-
bers were expected for this meeting.

Men of the Evangelical and Reform-
ed Church are alert and busy, as can
be seen by the records of their church-
es. They are also endeavoring to get
acquainted with our people and our
methods of work.
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Home Coming and Dedication
Held at New Hope

Nelson L. Liskey

On Sunday, October 14, 1956 the

New Hope Church and Sunday School

held a home-coming and dedication of

their new Sunday School Rooms. The
church was filled for both the morn-
ing and the afternoon Services.

The day opened with Sunday
School, this being only the second
time that the new rooms were used.

At 11:00 o'clock Rev. S. E. Madren,
a former pastor now of Albemarle,
N. C. conducted the Morning Worship
using the topic "A Step Forward."

At noon there was time for every-

one to renew old acquaintances and

partake of a bountiful lunch. There
were friends from Delaware, Mnry-
Innd, Washington D. C, North Caro-
lina and many nearby places in Vir-

ginia.

The afternoon service featured
special music by a well-known local

quartette (The Spring Creek Quar-
tette of near Harrisonburg). A report

was given on the financing of our
building project by the chairman of

the Building Committee, Mr. H. E.

Liskey. The afternoon address was
given by the Rev. Albert Edwards,
pastor of the First Presbyterian
church of Harrisonburg. Last, but
not least, was the dedication of our
new rooms. Rev. Mr. Madren, assisted

by another former pastor, R.ev. W. B.

Fuller, conducted the Dedication

Service.

The work completed consisted of

three large rooms built on to the back
of the present church building, these

rooms being separated by folding

doors that will permit the three rooms
to be made into one large hall. There
is a basement under the new addition

end a room was excavated from be-

neath the church for a new furnace,

which has been installed. The total

cost was about $6,000.00. The con-

gregation has raised more than half

of this amount since the plans to

build were made early this summer.
$300.00 was received in the offerings

Sunday, all of which went to the

Building Fund.

We feel that our Sunday School

has taken "A Step Forward" and will

continue to march for the Cause of

Christ.

Laymen's Program

At South Norfolk
Miss Beatrice George

Laymen's Day was observed Sunday
morning October 21, 1956, at the

South Norfolk Congregational Chris-

tain Church worship service. The pro-

gram was planned by Mr. E. E. Hen-
ley, teacher of the Men's Bible Class

and vice chairman of the Board of

Deacons. An all men's choir rendered
special music: "I Can Hear My
Saviour Calling" and "The Church in

the Wildwood," directed by the Pas-
tor, Rev. O. D. Poythress.

Mr. Henley presided with seven

speakers carrying the theme, "Build-

ing a Christian World."

First, "The Christian Home" by
Dan Jones, Choir Director, whose
topic was "Tram up a child in the way
he should go and when he is old he
will not depart from it"; emphasizing
parents training by precept and ex-

ample.

Second, "The Christian Church" by
W. C. Chappell, Jr. The church should
shine as a beacon in the community
drawing others into our fellowship.

As members we should cooperate to

the fullest in all phases of the work
toward advancement of His Kingdom.

Third, "A Christian State" by C. M.
Robinson, chairman of the Official

Board, stressed the importance of

standing for Christian ideals in the
affairs of State and supporting states-

men who are Christians regardless of

party.

Fourth, "A Christian World" by
Ellsworth Morris, Sunday school

superintendent who brought out the
need to overcome the evil forces in

the world by sowing seeds of goodness
with the love of Christ in our hearts.

Fifth, "Christian Living" by Irving
Jones, president of Youth Fellowship.

He read Romans 12: 1 and 2. He en-

couraged young people to surrender
themselves to Christ and urged the

cider people to keep their faith, there-

by influencing the youth toward
greater Christian service for Christ
and His Church and urged all to live

for Jesus wholeheartedly day by day
in every way.

Sixth, "Divine Insurance" by Lee
Henley. By way of comparison, Mr.
Henley pointed out that no signed
contract or policy is needed for Di-

vine Insurance. We have only to be-

lieve and fully trust in God who will

insure us in His care and keeping as

well as assure us of eternal life.

Seventh, "Eternity" by Eugene Tull

who gave an inspiring appeal to all

present to accept Our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ who promises in John
3:16 everlasting life to whomsoever
l)elieveth. By so doing also live a joy-

ous life through time on this earth
and be ready for our heavenly reward
of eternal life with Jesus, praising

God before His throne for ever and
ever.

The benediction was given by R. D.
Holland, Chairman of the Board of

Deacons.

Laymen's Sunday

At Sanford

J. Rex Thomas

The Laymen of the Sanford Church

held the regular eleven o'clock ser-

vice on Laymen's Sunday, October 21,

1956. Mr. V. C. Mclver led the In-

vocation and Lord's prayer, Mr. Burke
Buchanan led in the responsive read-

ing, Mr. P. L. Wicker, Jr. read the

scripture lesson, Mr. Dewey Tillman

led the congregation in the morning
prayer, and Mr. Floyd Poe received

the morning offering and prayed the

prayer of consecration. The anthem,

"Rise Up, O Men of God," was render-

ed beautifully by the Men's Chorus.

Presenting the morning message were

two of our young men, Mr. Thomas
G. Lee and Mr. Harry Stewart who
i-poke respectively on, "What the

Church Means to Me" and "What I

Think The Church Should Be." Mr.

Gunter Wicker served as organist for

he day.

The service was well received by all

who attended. If these men who pre-

sented such a fine service are repre-

sentative of the laymen in our church,

our Laymen's Fellowship has a vast

potential for doing much good in the

community as well as in the church.

In San Marino, a tiny republic in

Italy, the day is divided into quarters.

Thre are only six figures on the face

of a watch, instead of 12, and no

clock strikes more than six times.
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Valley PF Fall
WINNIE WHITLOCK

The fall rally of the Viilley of Vir-

ginia Pilgrim Fellowshii) was held in

Winchester September 30 in an all

day service. The theme was "We
Would See Jesus in Faith, Action,
li'ellowship."

Miss Glenda Allen taught the Sun-
day school lesson for the young
people. Rev. R. A. Whitten, pastor of

the host church, presided at the ser-

vice of divine worship, at which Ralph
Pugh was the guest speaker. Mr. Pugh
is a graduate of Elon College and is

now teaching in Washington and
working on his Master's degree at

George Washington University. His
topic was "We Would See Jesus in

Ourselves."

Dinner was provided for the entire

group by the Women's Fellowship of

the Winchester church.

Miss Kay Kagey presided over the

business session, at which Jimmy
Litten was elected president. Miss
Winifred Whitlock of Harrisonburg is

the Women's Fellowship representa-

tive and Nelson Liskey of Harrison-
burg the Men's Fellowship advisor.

A review of the work of the three

commissions was given as follows:

Faith — Nelson Liskey; Action, Mrs.

Rally
R. A. Whitten; Fellowship, Clarence
Phillips, president of the Valley Con-
ference.

Recreation was directed by Miss
Rose Marie Dranchaf, physical edu-
cation director in Fredericksburg.
She was assisted by Miss Jane Short
of Luray, physical education director

at Stanley High School, and Richard
Painter, also of Luray.

Diane Dunlap, president of the
Winchester Pilgrim Fellowship, pre-

sided at the closing worship service.

Sara Conner read the scripture, Don-
na Floss gave the prayer, Ellen DuPuy
did a musical reading and Jimmy
Miller sang a solo. Martha Rose
Whitten was the organist. The speak-
er was Rev. Morris Gather, pastor of

Hebron Baptist Church at Gore, who
s^-.poko on "We Would See Jesus in

You."

We tried to carry the idea of the
ihree commissions throughout the
Rally, emphasizing Faith in the two
inspiring worship services. Fellowship

with young people and young adults
of other denominations as well as our
own Valley friends, and Action in the
mind and heart of each individual

leturning to his or her own church
and community determined to be a
better steward for Christ.

Phyllis Allegretti, president of New York State PF, Wayne Grimsley and
Donaid Strickler of White Plains, New York, wash a car as they earn money
in the Work Day for Christ Program of the Pilgrim Fellowship of the Congre-
gational Christian Churches,

Work day fOr CHFlist

AT BAYSIDE

Nancy Caldwell
|

The Pilgrim Fellowship of the Bay- ^

side Church observed Work Day for

Christ on Saturday, October 27. Plans
were made ahead for a successful day
by asking the members of the church
to register the jobs they might have
on a piece of paper in the vestibule.

This was done the Sunday before the
Work Day. Our success was hindered
Eomewhat by rain and wind, with al-

most hurricane force, here on the
beach. Nevertheless, we worked on
the inside. Each person who partici-

pated brought his offering to the altar
to be dedicated during the worship
service on Sunday morning. This was
very impressive to us all. Our offermg
amounted to $21.15. Even though we i

did not accomplish what we intended,
it was a great experience to work to-

gether for the cause of Christ.

A WORK DAY FOR CHRIST
j

It was expected that a work force
of 150,000 youngsters, members of the
Pilgrim Fellowship of the Congre-
gational Christian Churches, would i

take on odd-jobs all over the country
Saturday October 20, in their ninth .

annual "Work Day for Christ" to
|

raise funds for hospitals, schools and
i

ether places of need, supported by the
denomination's Christain World Mis-
sion.

The industrious youngsters, rang-
ing in age from 12 to 24, spent the
day raking leaves, cleaning cellars,

putting up storm windows, painting
\

fences, clerking in stores, husking '

corn, and performing hundreds of
|

other tasks.

They are paid at an average rate

of 50 cents an hour and all wages go
to the church. The day begins with

l)raycr and ends with a dedication of

the money earned. Last year, $40,000

was earned and the total is expected

to be exceeded by a considerable mar-

gin this year.

John Kaufman, then a teen-ager of

Grinnell, Iowa, now studying for his

Doctor of Philosophy degree in Cali-

fornia, conceived the idea at an Iowa

Church conference in 1948. In the

first years, less than $7,000 was

raised annually, but this rose to

$16,000 in 1953 and $28,000 in 1954.
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Reverend Professor John W. Graves

This is not an obituary. It is ratlier

en appreciation of a very valuable

man who doss not blow his own horn.

Johnny Graves, as he is familiarily

known to multitud'^r, of people, whs
born in Birmingham, Alabama, more
years ago than he likes to admit, lived

in Atlanta, Georgia, where he studied

in the public school and Emory Uni-

versity before transferring to Elon
College where he graduated in 1950.

For years he worked in Burlington,

North Carolina, first in city recre-

ation activities and later as director

of religious education in the First

Christian Church.

After graduation in 1951 from
Hartford Seminary Foundation in

leligious education, he became the

director of youth work for the South-

ern Convention. In his fine station-

wagon he has crisscrossed our area

bringing information and guidance to

many Sunday school teachers and
young people. At Moonelon he has
been director of programs, cook, dish-

washer, chief handy-man, and a friend

to all.

Beginning with the school term in

September he became a professor in

Ihe field of religious education at Elon
College. Currently he is teaching four
courses, namely : A Survey of the Old
Testament, Introduction to Christian

Education, Supervision and Adminis-
tration of Christian Education, and
Curriculum and Methods in Religious

Education. It is hoped that his stu-

dents may get practical experience,

and render real service, by working in

local churches as opportunities may
open.

The vacancy created in the Conven-
tion staff by his becoming a member
of the Elon faculty has not been filled.

A successor of his caliber is hard to

find.

One who knows Mr. Graves recently

said: "I never knew him to do or say
,inything that was unCliristian or un-

gentlemanly." And his happy spirit is

contagio is. Students in our college

will be better because he is among
them, but he is so humble that they
may never know why they are better.

The difference between listening to

a radio sermon and going to church,

says an esteemed contemporary, is

the same as the difference between
calling your girl on the telephone and
spending an evening with her.

PROFESSOR JOHN W. GRAVES

SUNDAY SCHOOL SENIORS
ENTERTAINED

AT SOUTH NORFOLK

Miss Beatrice George

On Tuesday October 2 the inter-

mediates of the South Norfolk Con-

gregational Christian Sunday school

who were promoted to the senior

department, together with the seniors,

enjoyed a buffet supper in the social

hall of the church.

Mr. Earl Hollowell acted as toast-

master. Mrs. C. N. Harris led the

group in a "singspiration." Miss Sue
Ainsley gave the welcome to the

promoted intermediates to which
Miss Janice Brock responded.

The principal address was given by
Mr. John Halstead of the Rosemont
Christian Church. His speech was a

challenge to the young people urging
them to recognize God, study His
word, the Bible; commune with God
through prayer; attend Sunday school

and church, regularly, taking an ac-

tive part.

The pastor, Rev. O. D. Poythress,
sang a solo "Tying Apples on the

Lilac Tree"; a song which has been
cherished by the youth of several

generations during his fofty-one years
of ministry at South Norfolk church.

GLEANED FROM
"THE CHRISTIAN REPORTER"
First Christian Church, Burlington

$34,000 in pledges was secured dur-

mg the Every Member Canvass on
October 14 — about $27,000 for

current expenses and $7,000 for

benevolences.

Mrs. J. B. Newman was chairman
lor the World Community Day service

sponsored by the Council of United
Church Women. The meeting was held

in our church with Dr. W. W. Sloan

VB the speaker.

A new class fo'- co'lcge age young
acUilts has been form'^d with Mrs. J.

R. Kcrnodle as teacher. It is especial-

ly for the 18-25 age iTroup. A study
of Congregatioml Christian back-

grounds is being made.

A new Brownie Troop h^is been
organized with M'"s. Paul Ridenhour,
V'rs. Carro'l Jcfferies, and Mrs.

Harold Range as leaders. Boy Scouts
-re activ^ with Bi'l Simnson as s"0'it-

master. Bob Horne assist-int and J. W.
McLennan chairman of the Scout
Committee.

Monday, November 5, the Women's
Fellowship met with Mrs. J. R. Ker-

nodle presenting Dr. John G. Truitt

as speaker.

The annual meeting of the church
v/ill be held on November 7 with a

family supper preceding the meeting.

Children will be cared for during the

business session. Renovation of the

sanctuary is a matter being consider-

ed. (Note to women: The "covered

dish supper" was organized by having
m.embers of each circle responsible for

some dish, as Circles 1 and 5, meats;
circles 2 ani S, salads, pi'^kles; circles

3 and 4, vegetables, breads; circles 6

and 7, desserts. This seems a good
way to insure variety at such a

t-upper I

)

Dr. and Mrs. Robinson and several

} oung people made the pilgrimage to

O'Kelly's Chapel on October 28, en-

joying a picnic dinner and the pro-

gram provided by the Durham young
people.

BROADCASTS FROM ELON COL-
LEGE will be heard each Sunday
morning in November over Station

WFNS in Burlington when the regular

v;orship services of the Community
Church are broadcast. The Reverend
W. J. Andes will preach on the fol-

lowing topics; "The Voice of the

President," "The Things Which Be-

long to Thy Peace," "The New May-
flower," and "Healed Here Inside."
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Women's Officers

Retreat At Bricks
Mrs. F. C. Lester

A retreat for women's officers of

the Convention and Conferences was
tried for the first time at Franklinton
Center, Briclcs, North Carolina, Octo-

ber 26-27. Only nineteen were present

for the meeting, but the concensus

was that the session was very worth-

while.

The general sessions were "Quaker
style" in that there were no motions
and votes, but only the "sense of the

meeting" was recorded. Relationships

of National, Southern Convention,

and Conference "areas of work" and
committees and departments were dis-

cussed thoroughly.

Future meetings — for district

superintendents, rallies, convention,

school of missions—were planned in

a general way. The group was delight-

ed to know that Mrs. Thomas Good,
president of the Valley women, had
extended an invitation for the con-

vention to meet at Bethlehem church,

for its biennial session April 30 —
May 1, 1957.

Committee meetings were held dur-

ing the Friday evening session.

Groups which met were the finance

committee, the report blank revision

committee. Christian social action

chairmen, and chairmen of cradle roll,

children, and young people's groups.

Suggestions from each of these com-
mittees will be acted upon during the

year.

Conference group meetings were
held on Saturday morning, when busi-

ness was transacted pertaining to

Eastern Virginia and North Carolina.

Plans were made for the distribu-

tion of new Women's Gift boxes in

which our Thank Offering for next
year will be placed. Mrs. Lowell
Smoot, stewardship chairman, will do
this in North Carolina, while district

superintendents will handle it in the

other two conferences.

Rev. Judson King, president of

Franklinton Center, took the group
on a tour (in the rain) of the build-

ings. At the beginning of the Saturday
session he answered questions about
the history and present operation of

the Center.

Southern Convention officers pres-

ent ware Mrs. F. C. Lester, Miss Susie

Allen, Mrs. J. H, Booth, Jr., Mrs. Gar-

land Spratley, Mrs. W. B. Williams.

Eastern Virginia officers attending

v/ere Mrs. Ray Gordon, Mrs. Alfred

Eillis, Mrs. Spratley, Mrs. J. H. Light-

bourne, Jr., Mrs. Jack T. Akin, and
Mrs. Allen Piland. North Carolina

representatives were Mrs. H. E. Rob-
inson, Mrs. J. R. Lackey, Mrs. Bland
A. Leebrick, Mrs. William T. Scott,

Sr., Miss Allen, Mrs. J. R. Ellis, Mrs.
Vance Pegram, Mrs. J. L. Read, and
Mrs. Robert S. Smith. Mrs. O. H.
Paris, past president of the Conven-
tion and a member of the finance

committee, was a most welcome mem-
ber of the group.

Those present believe the results of

the meeting will be shown in the work
done by our women in the future.

CORRECTIONS FOR WOMEN'S
DIRECTORY

For some unknown reason the name
of the new treasurer of the Valley
Women's Conference was omitted
from the Directory in THE SUN for
October 16. She is Mrs. Herbert Lis-

key. Route 3, Harrisonburg.
There are some Eastern Virginia

address corrections: Mrs. Samuel P.

Frost, treasurer, should be Route 1,

Box 475, Hickory, Virginia; Mrs. Ellis

Clark should be Route 1, Box 610-B
Suffolk; to Mrs. Jack Akin's address
should be added Great Bridge Station;
Mrs. Alfred Ellis gets her mail at
Route 1, Suffolk. These changes
should also be made in your Eastern
Virginia program booklet, as they are
incorrect there.

WORLD COMMUNITY DAY
An estimated 10 million American

church women participated in World
Community Day last Friday, Novem-
ber 2. Sponsored by the United
Church Women on national, state, and
local levels, these women study inter-

national affairs, and seek to help

make a better world.

Offerings given will benefit a wide
range of projects including purchase
of seeds and plows for Greek and
Austrian refugees, clinics and midwife

classes for Palestinian refugees, pur-

chase of anti-TB drugs for use in

India, Pakistan, and Korea, and Vita-

min tablets for Kikuyu children in

Kenya orphaned by the Mau Mau
terror, and support of the air-lift of

clothes, blankets and drugs to the

flood sufferers in Asia.

"Almost every international prob-

lem we face today has in it the denial

of some form of freedom," said Mrs.

J. Birdsall Calkins, Arlington, Virgin-

ia, observance chairman for United
Church Women. "Hungry people liv-

ing below a level of decency and sick

despairing people become the prey of

finy offers, vain though they may be,

for a better life.

"On the home front our job is never
finished. We shall broaden and deepen
the activities of United Church Wom-
cn. We shall study and support

foreign aid, admission of our fair

share of refugees, a humane immi-
gration policy, progressive disarma-
ment and the peaceful use of atomic
energy. We shall use our influence to

bring about a peaceful world."

Offerings for World Community
Day should be sent direct to United
Church Women, 175 Fifth Avenue,
New York 10, N. Y. Mrs. Mark Andes
leminds North Carolina women to

send reports to above address and to

Mrs. L. L. Lohr, N-2C Cameron Court
Apts., Raleigh.

Our Women Are

Active In U. C. W.
Mary H. Booth

Congregational Christian Women
were well represented at the South-

eastern Area Institute of United
Church Women which was held

recently at the First Methodist
Church in Hampton, Virginia.

Women from our churches attend-

ing were: Dr. Helen Kenyon, former
moderator of the General Council of

Congregational Christian Churches
and former national chairman of Fi-

nance Committee of United Church
Women; Mrs. W. B. Williams, Presi-

dent of Newport News and Warwick
Council of United Church Women and
the representative of Congregational
Christian Churches to the National

Board of Managers of United Church
Women; Mrs. Garland W. Spratley,

president of Dendron Council of

Iinited Church Women; Mrs. Ray
Gordon, representative from Suffolk,

Virginia; Mrs. J. Everette Neese,

president of Federated Council of

Church Women of Norfolk, Virginia;

Mrs. J. T. Akin, president of Lower
Norfolk County Council of United
Church Women; Mrs. S. C. Holland,

Mrs. H. D. Edwards, Mrs. C. L.

Rountree, and Mrs. Jesse H. Dollar,

lepresentatives from Newport News,
and Mrs. J. H. Booth, Jr., representa-

tive from Warwick.
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The Beatitudes
Background Scripture: Matthew 4:23-5:20.

Devotional Reading: Psalms 15:1-5; 24:3-6.

Memory Selection: Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after right-

eousness for they shall be filled. Matthew 5:G.

THE QUESTION
Sooner or later every one, even

young people, ask the questions "How
fchall I live? For what shall I live?"

Or perhaps, more to the point, "How
can I be happy?" That seems to be

the $64,000 Question. Our Declaration

of Independence declares that there

are certain inalienable rights such as

"life, liberty, and the pursuit of hap-

piness." And millions of people are

in a mad pursuit of happiness. Many
times they find it a rather futile and
expensive pursuit. How happy are

you? How many happy people do you
know?

SOME ANSWERS TO
THE QUESTION

Many answers have been given to

this question of how to find happiness.

Some say, "Happy are they that have
a good bank account." But the bank
account replies "It is not in me to

yield unfailing happiness." "Happy
are they that have university or col-

lege degrees, making them intelligent

and cultured." But the college diploma
says "It is not in me to give happi-

ness." "Happy are they who are suc-

cessful, who have their names written

in "Who's Who." "Happy is the man
who can do as he pleases" — ah,

there you have it! And yet strangely

enough, those who do as they please,

arc usually not pleased with what
they do. Not for long anyway. The
plain fact is that people who look to

these things usually do not find hap-

piness — they are looking in the

wrong place; they have their eyes

turned outward. They are pursuing

happiness in the wrong direction.

JESUS' ANSWER
The people of Jesus' day, like the

people of our day, were looking for

happiness. And they were looking in

the wrong place. They were looking

without; they should have been look-

ing within. They thought happiness

came from things; they needed to

know that it came from character.

So the first word which he spoke in

the Sermon on the Mount called for

an "About face!" Blessed — the word
is almost a synonym for happy, al-

though it means more and has a

richer content — are the gentle, the

merciful, the purehearted, the asj)ir-

ing after a richer life of the spirit,

the man who seeks peace and pursues

it, the man who is willing to suffer

for his convictions. The inner quality

of mind and heart primary.
Lacking this quality, nothing else

helps much; possessing this quality,

nothing else matters much. "If you
would be deeply and permanently
happy, seek your happiness within,"

A break-down of this formula is

expressed in the Beatitudes one by
one. Only a brief comment can be
made on each one.

"Blessed are the poor in spirit" —
not the men who crawl and cringe,

but men who are conscious of their

dependence upon the goodness and
grace of God, those who realize their

spiritual deficiencies and necessities,

those who seek divine forgiveness, and
divine renewal, those who are not
proud and complacent and self-right-

eous. This spirit is the essence of the

Kingdom of heaven.

"Blessed are they that mourn" —
not those who go through life crying,

not those who are constantly talking

about their sorrows, but those who
leel a sense of sorrow for their own
sins, and better still, for the sins of

others; those who have the capacity
for sympathy for others, those who
feel a sense of tenderness and con-

cern in the presence of the world's

sorrow, sickness, suffering, and sin.

Capacity to feel grief and pain is a
mar k of moral and spiritual grandeur.

"Blessed are the meek," for they
shall inherit the earth." That one
must have caused a laugh with the
realist or the cynic of Jesus' day. It

does that with many smart people to-

day. The idea of the meek inheriting

the earth! Nonsense! As a matter of

SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON

NOVEMBER 18, 1956

By Rev. H. S. Hardcastle, D.D,

Pastor of Berea and Oakland

Congregational Christian

Churches, Chuckatuck, Va.

fact it has been, and is vindicated by
history. Where are the fierce, cruel,

blood-thirsty monsters that ravaged
and ruled the earth centuries ago?
Gone, displaced by the domesticated
animals. Even the bears, the wolves,
and the lions are becoming scarce —
one must pay money or go to the Zoo
or travel far to see them. And what
about this principle in regard to men?
The centuries are committing the
main interests of the earth to the
nations which are humane in spirit.

The Alexanders and the Hitlers have
had their day and will pass. Blessed
are the gentle — the word could be
translated just that — the gentleman
and the gentlewoman are the hope of
the world. And eventually its in-

heritors.

"Blessed are those who hunger and
thirst after righteousness" — those
with a yearning to know more of
righteousness, to do more good works,
to become better men and women;
those who know they have not arrived
but are simply on their way all

f.uch shall be satisfied.

"Blessed are the merciful, for they
shall obtain mercy." One is not to
be merciful in order to obtain mercy.
But all exceptions noted, he who has
the spirit of mercy receives mercy.
The man who looks for the best in
his fellowmen, who returns good for
evil, who emphasizes mercy and not
justice, has an inner joy and happi-
ness that is richly rewarding and
satisfying.

"Blessed are the purs in heart, for
they shall see God." This means more
than purity in the commonly accepted
sense of tlie word, although it means
that. It is difficult for the unclean
and impure man to see God. The word
also means integrity, single-minded-
ness, singleness of purpose, high-
mindedness, holy affections. To the
pure, all things are pure.

"Blessed are the peacemakers, for
they^ shall be called the children of
God." This does not mean, those who
never fight. It means tho.se who lay
the foundations for lasting peace.
Alas that there .sometimes comes to
those who love peace, the neces.sity
tor fighting. It is the spirit and temp-
er of mind and heart that Jesus hero
emphasizes. General Grant was a
soldier by profession but a great
peacemaker. The words on his tomb
overlooking the Hudson — "Let us
have peace" are most fitting. His
magnanimous spirit in the momen-
tous hour of victory was the spirit

of a peacemaker.
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Fellowship Enjoyed At Elon College

Smiths Celebrate

Anniversary
Dr. and Mrs. Leon E. Smith were

hosts on Thursday night, October
18, to more than three hundred of

their friends at a reception in the ban-

cmet room of the McEwen Memorial
Dining Hall, the occasion being the

celebration of their forty-fifth wed-
ding anniversary.

The reception also marked the fif-

tieth anniversary of Dr. and Mrs.

Smith's meeting while students on the

Elon campus and the twenty-fifth

anniversary of their coming to Elon
College to live after he accepted the

presidency of the college in the

autumn of 1931.

The guests were greeted at the

main entrance to the dining hall by
Prof. Clyde McCants and Mrs. Sylvia

Dean Harbsrt, dean of women, and
v;ere welcomed at the entrance to the

upstairs bancjuet room by Prof, and
Mrs. Luther N. Byrd.

Prof, and Mrs. Alonzo L. Hook pre-

sented the guests to Dr. and Mrs.

Smith, who had Judge and Mrs.
Charles Hines, of Greensboro, re-

ceiving with them. Judge Hines was
an attendant at the wedding, which
was solemnized at Mrs. Smith's home
at Cluster Springs, Va., on October
18, 1911.

Dr. and Mrs. Smith cut the large

cake, which was served to the guests
by Miss Lila Newman, assisted by
Mrs. Mary Butler, both of them being
members of the Elon faculty. Also
assisting in serving the cake was Miss
Jean Payne, Elon student from Ashe-
ville.

Coffee was poured by Mrs. James
M. Hess and by Mrs. George A. Ker-
nodle, of Burlington, Mrs. Kernodle
having been an intimate personal
Iriend of Mrs. Smith during their col-

lege days. Assisting at the coffee

tables were Miss Sylvia Smith, of

Henderson, and Miss Tommie Boland,
of Elon College, membsrs of the Elon
student body. Goodbyes were said at

the door to Miss Hazel Walker, of the

college faculty.

Decorative background for the oc-

casion was furnished by arrangements
of fall flowers, and music was played
throughout the evening by Dr. Malvin
Artley and a chamber music en-

semble composed of students from his

class in stringed music.

Choir Honors

Dr. Smith
Leaders and members of the Elon

College Choir paid birtMs^y tribute to

Dr. Leon E. Smith, Elon College Dresi-

dent, when they were hosts on Thurs-
day night, October 25, at a beautifully

planned birthday party held in the

banquet room of the McEwen Me-
morial Dining Hall.

Guests were greeted at the door by
Jeannette Hassell and Al Hassell, of

Durham, and were directed to seats by
Mary Anne Thomas, of Burlington,

and Leslie Johnston, of Franklin, Va.

All are members of the college choir.

The guests were then entertained

by a delightful and varied musical
program by the Elon Choir, which
sang as a chorus with individual

choir members in solo roles on many
numbers. The program included the

following:

"Omnipotence," by Schuljert, sung
by the choir.

"Lord's Prayer," by Malotte, sung
by the choir.

"Behold a Host," by Greig, with
Mary Anne Thomas in a solo role.

"Bless This House," featuring

Dorothy Hilliard, a former choir mem-
ber from Burlington.

A piano solo, by Prof. Fred Sahl-

mann, member of the Elon music
faculty.

"Old Man River," with Tommy
McDonald, of Greensboro, as soloist.

"The Holy City," featuring Mary
Anne Thomas.

Quartet numbers, by a group
featuring U.ay Thomas, of Burlington,

and Eddie Robbins, Stuart Cass and
Bill Turner, all of Greensboro.

"You'll Never Walk Alone," featur-

ing Tommy McDonald.
"Without a Song," solo by Charles

Ijynam, of Wake Forest, a former
Choir member.

"Sit Down Servant," duet by Jean-

nette Hassell and Eddie Robbins.

"Battle Hymn of the Republic," by
Ihe choir, featuring Charles Lynam.

"Hallelujah Chorus," by the choir.

Following the concert, the guests
were sei'ved coffee by Jackie Love
Laid Margaret Patillo, of Burlington;
and were also served from a huge
birthday cake by Dorothy Keck, of

Burlington, and Lois Grizzard, of

Courtland, Va.

LAST CALL FOR
APPORTIONMENTS

The annual sessions of our confer-

ences constituting the Southern Con-
vention of Congregational Christian
Churches began with the Valley Con-
ference meeting Tuesday, October 30,

and the Eastern Virginia Conference
following on Wednesday and Thurs-
day. The other three conferences are
holding their annual sessions this

week. This means, of course, that this

conference year is fast coming to a
close. By reference to previous reports

from the college and the addition of

Ihe current report, Elon College is

still more than $10,000 short of the
amount apportioned by the convention
and accepted by the conferences and
about $3,000 short of the amount re-

ceived on apportionment giving 1954-

1955. I am sure that there will be
other contributions coming in and I

trust that we shall certainly exceed
the amount contributed last year if

we do not reach the amount apportion-

ed to the college. Needless to say,

with the great expansion of the col-

lege and the continuous increase in

the cost of operation the entire

amount apportioned is badly needed.

This is to express the hope that our
churches will come to the rescue of

our college, by paying their apportion-

ments in full.

Previously Reported: $24,187.22

Eastern North Carolina
Conference:

Liberty (Vance) 154.00

Mt. Gilead . 10.00

Eastern Virginia

Conference:
Oakland 45.00

North CaroJina and
Virginia Conference:

Concord 18.75

Liberty . 95.00

Long's Chapel 165.00

Western North Carolina

Conference:

Albemarle 65.00

Bailey's Grove 20.00

Providence Chapel 6.00

Sophia 30.00

Virginia Valley

Conference:

Wissler's Chapel 53.00

TOTAL: $ 661.75

GRAND TOTAL: $24,848.97
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Materials Available On The Haystack

Sesquicentennial Observance

For The Cause of Christ Around
the World — folder regarding the con-

tinuing significance of the Haystack
Prayer Meeting. Available in quanti-

ties for church mailings, etc. Free.

Pageant on Congregationalism —
appears in Winter 1955-56 issue of

ENVELOPE SERIES; contains scenes

on Haystack Prayer Meeting and its

.significance. 15c per copy.

Massachusetts Congregation-
al Christian Conference Play — mime-
ographed copies of two scenes from
this play written in 1949 for the 150th
anniversary of this Conference, by Dr.

Gaius Glenn Atkins, Dr. Charles

Merrill, and Dr. Myron Fowell. Free.

Fire in a Haystack — an unrehears-

ed play written by Gertrude Chandler
"Warner of Connecticut. In addition,

the author has provided a Family
Night setting with suggestions for a

church supper, etc. Good for churches
which cannot have a large scale ob-

servance, but wish to have some
recognition of the Sesquicentennial.

Available in quantities — 6 are need-

ed to give the play, 10 are preferable.

6 for 50c, 10 for 75c, single copies 10c.

Measure of A Moment — copies of

the script written by Miss Helen
Kromer for the Haystack Observance
held at the General Council meetings.
Approximately an hour long dramati-
zation showing the development of

Missions from the earliest stages and
pointing up how each one can do his

share. Copies available for $1.00 from
Mr. William K. Wilson, Missions
Council, 287 Fourth Avenue, New
York 10, New York.
The town of Williamstown has had

the following items made up to be sold

for the Haystack Scholarship Fund at

Williams College. This fund is to

bring an overseas Christian to study
jat Williams next year, and they hope
to continue it in future years.

*Colored Postcards of the Haystack
Monument — 2 for 5c.

- Commemorative Seals — books of

25 seals for 25c per book.

"Samuel Mills Compass Key Chain
— rectangular, white background,
transparent blue cross surrounded by
compass effect lines with the four
directions marked in red. 50c each.

The above are all available from:
Missions Council; Room 508, 14
Beacon Street, Boston 8, Mass.

Remember, Rejoice, Renew — a

program in the Women's Fellowship
Program Booklet for 1956-57 "Think

on These Things," written by Mrs.

C. A. Bouma of Michigan. Program
based on the work of the American
Board and the Congregational Chris-

tian Service Committee, and deals in

part with the Haystack and origin of

the American Board. Copies of the

Program Booklet available for 50c
each from The National Fellowship of

Congregational Christian Women, 19
South LaSalle Street, Chicage 3,

Illinois.

In addition to the above, we suggest
that you refer to the series of

articles in ADVANCE on the begin-
nings and development of our over-

seas mission:

"The Haystack Meeting of Heroic
Outreach" — Frederic Fox — May 2,

1956 issue

"O Send Us Forth, Thy Prophets
True" — Fred Field Goodsell — May
16, 1956 issue

"A Saga of Christian Pioneering"
— Alford Carleton — May 30, 1956
ipsue

"Our Foreign Missions Between
World Wars" — Hugh Vernon White

June 13, 1956 issue

"The Future of the Missionary
Movement" — Alford Carleton —
September 7, 1956 issue

THIS IS OUR WORLD
African Christian: This revolution

<hat began Christian is an unfinished
revolution. . . a faltering revolution.

. . . "The missionaries who came to

us, and then our own Christian leaders

created a conscience in our countries

. . . but they did not channel that
conscience into a program for social

change. A vacuum was created and
into that vacuum come the false

revolutionaries." . . . Our boys here
are educated in Christian schools, but
the Communists send 800 a year to

college in France. . . the Mau Mau
terrorists claim many more. . . the

criminal life in our segregated shanty
towns takes thousands more. . . In

my Johannesburg alone we need 100
leaders to work with our young
people! Back in the bush country
y r o u n d Johannesburg, we need
another hundred. And I speak of the
only city I know! I speak of a tiny
dot on the world's great map. It is

time we reclaimed the revolution in

Africa! It is time we reclaimed the
revolutionary spirit for Christian
men!
American Christian: So, it comes

down to the core of my life. . . It

comes down to where it hurts. It takes

courage not to dress, look, act like

all of America. . . it takes courage not
to play, think, go, say and do what
the rest of America does. . . But this

kind of witnessing. . . this kind of

witnessing. . . doesn't mean taking
part in a church activity as you take
part in many other activities. . . giv-

ing money to a subdivision in one of
many subdivisions of the church. . .

this kind of witnessing makes the
Christian himself the missionary and
his church the mission!
American Layman: Such a man

might have to change his work. . . go
into a job that would give him less

pay, if it gave him a better chance for
service. . . change his place of resi-

dence. . . if he felt that his skills were
needed where other rnen would not
go

From "MEASURE OF A MOMENT",
by Henen Kromer

Our Commitment
I am thankful for the privilege of

being counted a Churchman in the
Church of Jesus Christ.

I am thankful for being able to have
fellowship with my fellow-Churchmen
of various churches and denomin-
ations.

I am thankful that the Cliurch has
a place for me in its service.

I do now wish to give myself more
fully, along with my pastor and fellow
lay-men, to the work of the Church. I

want to stand up and be counted as
a Churchman.

I feel the need of the strengthening
fellowship of other Churchmen.

I want to give myself more fully to

such inter-church relationships and
service.

I believe that the laymen of the
churches could help to usher in a new
day for Christ and His Church. I do
now dedicate myself to more faithful

and loyal Christian service in order
that such a new day may come.

I pray that God may so guide and
direct me and all who join with me in

this commitment that together we v/ill

be witnesses with power for the build-

ing of Christ's Kingdom.

The above commitment was part of

the order of service at the Greater
Washington Churchmen's Dinner held
at the Presidential Arms on October
22 and was sent in by Dr. Earl Daniel-
ey. Judge Youngdahl presided at the
dinner and the address was given by
Dr. Ralph W. Sockman on "The Whole
Gospel for the Whole Man."
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Prayers For Those
At Our Home For Children
John G. Truitt, Superintendent

Tonight I am attending one of our
Conferences, but the folks at our
Home for Children know I shall

remember them in prayer. The names
of every member of our staff will be
borne to the throne of grace. Prayer
will be made for their good success in

helping the boys and girls in their

care; for joy in service; patience,

understanding and love as they deal

gently with little folks who have had

to suffer the loss of a home of their

own; and strength of character that

the children in their trust may have
something to tie to.

Likewise, the boys and girls know
1 shall pray for them. They know it

is good to be prayed for. They have
themselves been taught to pray, and
many of them will remember me in

their prayers. They will pray for a

safe trip and right service. They will

want me to thank the ministers and

REPORT FOR OCTOBER 29, 1956

MONTHLY OFFERINGS

Amount brought forward ...-$1,676.17

Eastern North Carolina Conference

Liberty (Vance) $30.00

Mt. Auburn, S.S. 6.73

Mt. Gilcad 15.00

Pleasant Union 50.00 $101.73

Eastern Virginia Conference
Norfolk, Bay View, S.S. 9.35

Oakland . 15.00 24.35

North Carolina and Virginia Conference

Concord 11.00

Monticello — special 25.00

Reidsville, S.S 46.00 82.00

Western North Carolina Conference
Albemarle 40.00

Bailey's Grove 8.00

Providence Chapel 4.00

Sophia 23.00 75.00

Virginia Valley Conference

Wissler's Chapel, S.S. 30.00 30.00

Total $ 313.08

Grand Total $1,989.25

SPECIAL OFFERINGS
Amount brought forward $1,118.34

S. T. Proctor, Fuquay Springs, N. C $ 10.00

Children of Cong. Christian Church, Albemarle, N. C. .... 3.56

Mi-, and Mrs. H. B. Newman, Henderson, N. C. —
Golden Anniversary Gift 100.00

Ladies' Bible Class, Henderson Church 25.00

Randleman Christian Church 15.00

Shady Grove Missionary Society 50.00

Circle No. 6, First Cong. Christian Church,
Greensboro, N. C. 3.78

In Memory of Mrs. Lucy Worrell Stephenson 1.00

In Memory of Mrs. Mary Gatewood 5.00

In Memory of Marvin Wesley Laws, Jr 10.00

Special Gifts 176.51

Total $ 399.85

Grand Total $1,518.19

Total for the Week $ 712.93

Total for the Year $3,507.44

members of our churches for their

warm home, good abundant food and
'

Christian care.

Tonight as I write these things (in

Harrisonburg, Virginia on October
29) — as I think of them and of the

church folk — I am made all the

more conscious of my own responsi-

bility to them and to you. I seek di-

vine help and guidance that I may
:

be of real service to both, and that
I may honor God and the Church of

Christ in my humble efforts.

I am grateful for my confidence in

the staff at our Home for Children
and thankful that they are willing to

phare a great responsibility. I believe

in the Church and I am confident that

your response will be generous and
sufficient.

Mr. And Mrs.
Ambassador

The 1956 CARE Food Crusade is\

now underway to distribute 5 million;

packages of United States farm sur-i

plus to the hungry in other countries'

as personal gifts from Americans.
That program brings to mind the.

recent "people-to-people" White|
House conference. CARE officialsj

were among the American leaders in

many fields whom President Eisen-

hower urged to help devise "thous-

ands of methods by which people can
gradually learn a bit more of each
other," in order to help build "en-

during peace" throughout the world.i

To the President's words we there-!

fore add this thought: You can "do;

i1 yourself." Through CARE, Mr. and'

Mrs. America can be Mr. and Mrs.-

Ambassador of peace. To hungry
people, food means friendship. When
that food arrives under CARE's
unique service — in a carton labelled

"CARE, U. S. A.," with the name and
address of a specific donor—it speaks
right to the hearts of the recipients

to tell them they can trust Americans
and America.
Every $1 donated puts your name

and address on a 22-lb. CARE Food
Crusade package, to help feed four

persons for a month. The foods were
released free by the Government. But
contributions must cover CARE's
costs of packing and completing de-

livery to the needy in 19 critical areas

of Europe, Asia, Latin America and
the Middle East. Your own person-to-

person diplomacy begins as soon as

you mail $1, or $10, or as much as'

j'ou can afford, to: CARE Food Cru-

sade, 660 First Avenue, New York 16

N. Y., or the nearest CARE office.
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No Place For Half-Heartediiess
By H. H. Smith, Sr.

An Oriental who had been in this

country for some time, was asked to

give his opinion of Christianity. His

leply was favorable as to the teach-

ings of Christianity, but he was
critical of the half-hearted way many
Christians observe these teachings.

His criticism of the inconsistent

conduct of many who profess to be

Christians is well-founded. Some of

our religious leaders are disturbed

fcbout this, and think that our great-

est need today is a revival among
those who profess to be followers of

Christ. The following conversation,

reported as having taken place be-

tween a husband and his wife, in sug-

gestive of the weakness of too many
who profess to be followers of the

Nazarene

:

Wife: "Dear, I do hope you will join

the church during this revival

season."

Husband: "What for? You're a

church member and I am not, but is

there any difference in the way we
live? Don't we both live about as we
please, without any decided influence

of a religious nature?"

We sometimes speak of those who
do not take their religion seriously

as "half-hearted Christians." We
should bear in mind that the Bible

makes it plain that Christianity is a

"with-all-the-heart" religion. "If from
thence thou shalt seek the Lord thy

God, thou shalt find Him, if thou seek

Him with all thy heart and with all

thy soul." (Deut. 4:29.) Jesus said:

"Thou shalt love the Lord thy God
with all thy heart, and with all thy
soul, and with all thy mind, and with
all thy strength. . . Thou shalt love

thy neighbor as thyself."

Was this mpiU a "half-hearted"

Christian — or would he fail to rate

as high as fifty percent? He was a

business man who confessed that he
was brought to see how he was slight-

ing the church and his Lord when,

looking over his accounts one day,

he came across these items: Paid for

poodle-dog pup, $20. Paid for mis-

sions, $5.

NOT AN EASY WAY OF LIFE
Jesus did not offer His followers

an easy way of life. "And He called

to Him the multitude with His dis-

ciples, and said to them: If any man
[

would come after Me, let him deny

I

himself and take up his cross and
! follow Me. For whosoever would save

his life will lose it; but whoever loses

his life for My sake and the gospel's

will save it."

A Christian is expected to be like

his Heavenly Father, in forbearance,

lorgiveness, love. "But I say unto you.

Love your enemies a^nd pray for those

who persecute you, so that you may
be sons of your Father who is in

heaven; for He makes His sun shine

on the evil and on the good, and sends

I'ain on the just and on the unjust."

No, Jesus did not offer an easy way
of life, but a better way — a blessed

way. It is not easy to be pure in heart,

to hunger and thirst for righteous-

ness, to bear persecution, to love

enemies, but it is a blessed way, and
those who walk therein are blessed

indeed!

What a high standard of conduct

the Master sets before His followers!

How is it then that, judging from the

way they live, many who profess to

be His followers seem to think that,

in becoming His disciples, no very
great change in their lives is required
— just be a little more careful how
you live?

VICTORY THROUGH CHRIST
The Apostle Paul, writing to some

of his converts about reconciliation

through the Cross and the new life

in Christ, offered an impressive pray-

er for them, which emphasizes the
high standard of life and the goal for

those who would be true followers of

their Lord:
"For this reason I bow my knees

before the Father, from whom every
family in heaven and on earth is

named, that according to the riches

of His glory He may grant you to be
strengthened with might through His
Spirit in the inner man, and that

Christ may dwell in your hearts
through faith; that you, being rooted

t^nd grounded in love, may have power
to comprehend with all the saints

what is the breadth and length and
height and depth, and to know the

love of Christ which surpasses know-
ledge, that you may be filled with all

the fullness of God."

Jesus placed great emphasis upon
the importance of His followers being
.steadfast in their faith and devotion,

lor it is through their witnessing to

the truth that the world is to be

brought to God. To this end, He em-
tiloyed the strongest language at His
command. "You are the salt of the

earth. . . . You are the light of the

world. . . . Let your light so shine

before men, that they may see your
good works and give glory to your
l^'ather who is in heaven."

This is His plan to bring the world
to God and we know that it works.
After missionaries had preached
;.mong the head hunters of Borneo
for several years, an old chief said

to them: "We have heard your preach-
ing and we have watched your living,

and now we see that both agree, your
preaching and your living, and so we
are willing to become Christians."

A workingman once wrote to Phil-

lips Brooks, the devout minister of

Boston: "I wonder if you have any
sort of conception of how many there

are of us who are better and try to

be more useful as a result of your
example. To me you reveal God as no
other man does. What I mean is that

I can't think of you for ten consecu-

tive minutes without forgetting all

about you and thinking of God in-

stead; and when I think of God and
wonder how He will seem to me, it

always comes round to trying to con-

ceive of you enlarged infinitely in

every way."
And thus we see that God's plan

for saving the world, through His
children's witnessing for Him, works
— Whether in Borneo or Boston.

Err,e::Tr MEMORIAL GIFTS
Dear Dr. Truitt:

Please accept the enclosed $ as a memorial gift

to the Christian Orphanage in memory of:

(NAME OF DECEASED) (CITY) (DATE OF DEATH)

(SURVIVOR TO BE WRITTEN) (ADDRESS)

Name

Address
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EASTERN NORTH CAROLINA LAYMEN'S F ELLOWShilP

Members of the Laymen's Fellowship of the Eastern North Carolina

Conference appeared to be happy when lhey met in the fellowship

hall Oi^ Shallow Well church on October 9 for iheir quarterly Rally.

I. H. Vickery of our Henderson church served as president of this

group during the past year. He is succeeded by Ciayborn Brown

of our Wentworth church, which is located near Raleigh.

The January Rally is to be held in the Amelia church, near Clayton.
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REV. MACK V. WELCH

About two years ago Rev. Mack Welch left the pastorate

of Palm Street Church, Greensboro, North Carolina, to be-

come pastor of Pleasant Grove Church and Pastor-at-Large

of the Western North Carolina Conference, where he has

rendered effective service.

Recently he has accepted a call to our church in Reids-

ville. North Carolina, and expects to move there at vhe

end of the year.



Here And There Among The Churches
THIS WEEK'S PAPER is different

from what had been expected. A Con-
ference issue had been anticipated,

but it proved to be impossible to get

the necessary materials ready in time.

Look for it next week. This week we
are trying to catch up with past-due
items.

AT DANVILLE, Virginia, evange-
listic services were held October 14-26
with the Rev. Mack Welch assisting

the pastor, the Rev. W. W. Hall. The
leport is that the church was inspired

by the messages of the evangelist.

CONFERENCE SESSIONS were
well attended, good reports were made
of the work of the churches, and plans
made for the coming year look invit-

ing. What used to be from three days
to a week's session is now crowded
into one day, which makes discussions
almost impossible. This tendency to

shorten the time for Conferences may
be good, but it certainly has some
disadvantages when it come to giving
serious consideration to matters of
importance.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY member-
ship continues to grow. At the end of
the year charter membership is ex-

pected to close. It is hoped that every
church will be represented in the list

that will be kept through the years
to come. Membership dues of five

dollars pays through 1957. Whether
there will be dues after that, or what
the amount will be, if any, is yet to

be decided by the Society.

CHURCH BUDGETS and Every
Member Canvasses are being used in

many more of our churches. Thrilling
reports of increased giving were made
in the various Conferences. No de-
bates were heard in Conference this

year on the increased Apportionments.
Much was said about trying to give
as much to others as we use for our-
selves. Secretary Fred Register is

lifting the vision of stewardship, and
our people are responding with joy.

DON'T FORGET THE HOME FOR
CHILDREN at Thanksgiving time.
The boys and girls need our love and
care, and the workers deserve an ex-
pression of our confidence. Not many
of us will be here to give in a GOLD-
EN ANNIVERSARY or a Centenniel
Celebration unless we do it this year.
It appears to be now or never with
us. Let's make it now!

THE CHRISTIAN SUN is greatly
pleased that more and more churches
arc sending it to half or more of their

members. If THE SUN is worth hav-
ing, let's send it to our people. Thanks
for your help.

TELEVISION SHOW ON NBC —
featuring Miss Lelia W. Ander.son,

Pilgrim Circuit Rider, has been chang-
ed from November 14, 1956 to Janu-
ary 16, 1957 at eleven o'clock in the

morning, eastern standard time.

AT NEW LEBANON, R. 4, Reids-
ville, North Carolina, October 28 was
scheduled as the day to finish paying
for their parsonage. Thirteen hundred
dollars seemed to be a large sum for

:< small congregation to give on one
day. The minister, Rev. Fred Allred,

Einnounced that all should have a part
in this important business of the

church. Plates were passed, the offer-

ing counted, and the amount received

v/as more than the debt. It is reported
that one man still had $100 in his

pocket, and another had $500 in his,

each of whom had gone prepared to

pay the balance when the offering

was completed. It is little wonder that

the pastor is to have an increase in

salary during the coming year.

GO TO CHURCH is being empha-
sized across America in November.
This is a laymen's campaign. If it

works, give them credit.

DR. LEIPER TO SPEAK
IN NORFOLK

According to "The Voice of the

Temple," monthly publication of The
Congregational Christian Temple,
Norfolk, Virginia, Dr. Henry Smith !

Leiper, the Minister and Executive
Secretary of our Missions Council, i

will speak in that church on the
j

evening of December 9.

This is the second project of the

new organization of our churches in !

that area, known as the Hampton '

Roads Congregational Christian
j

Union, the first being a successful 1

leadership training school.
;

Rev. Frank R. Hamilton, pastor of

the Temple, reports that the goal of i

the committee planning the evening ;
,

church service is "a filled to over-
\

,

flowing church." It is hoped that our
j j

people in the Norfolk area will do
,

just this. Dr. Leiper, formerly Execu-
|

five Secretarj' of the World Council
j

of Churches, is worth hearing.
j

PLEASANT RIDGE LAYMEN re-
[

«

port having had D. W. Holt of Ashe- 1
t

boro to tell them in words and pic- i t

tures of his trip to Europe, of leading p

the devotional service one evening at
|

Spoon's chapel revival, of making i

plans for the Harvest Festival on
,

s

Thanksgiving Day evening with
}

ai

Martin Garren as speaker, and of a k

meeting October 29 in which their tl

pastor. Rev. Max Vestal, spoke on m

"Preventing Juvenile Delinquency." al
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At Hanks' Chapel a Young Layman Discussed

What The Laymen's Fellowship Is

Winfred Mann

Today is Laymen's Sunday, so per-

haps we should start by explaining

what the Laymen's Fellowship is. It

is the laymen of the church organized

for worship, study, fellowship, and
work together. It is by no means
something apart from the church —
a kind of mildly religious club which
uses the church building for a meet-

ing place. It is one aspect of the life

of the church itself; it is a force

within the church, of, by, for and
from the church.

TWO SPECIFIC PURPOSES
1. It exists to make our churches

better, to make them better instru-

ments for Jesus Christ. Everything in

the church needs the interest and
support of the laymen, just as the

church needs the support of youth
fellowship, missionary societies, and
other church organizations.

2. A second purpose is to make
better communities. This includes the

local, state, national, and even the

world community. The Laymen's
Fellowship, like all other church
organizations, must try to establish

the ideals of Jesus in the life of the

community. This, after all, is the pur-

pose of all church organizations as

well as the church itself. The Lay-
men's Fellowship aspires to be the

strong right arm of the church in

action, inspiring and training men to

become better Christians, to be truly

the sons of God serving their feliow-

men in all walks of life at home and
abroad.

Our local organization had its first

meeting August 17, 1956 with 38
charter members present. The Edith
Thrift Missionary Society was very
generous to our young organization

by giving it a fine dinner. We were
also fortunate in having Sybrant Pell

and H. V. Cox, Jr., outstanding lay-

men of the Western North Carolina

Conference, present to help us get

organized. They explained the purpose
of the Laymen's Fellowship. And, of

course, our pastor. Rev. Bill Simmons,
was allowed to say a few words.

Seriously, though, mo.st of the credit

for the organization of the fellowship

belongs to Bill since he saw the need

of the Laymen's Fellowship and en-

visioned the purpose it should serve

in the community.

A LOOK AT THE FUTURE
So much for the past, now let's

look at the future. What are our aims
and purposes in the years that lie

ahead. Already we have started plans

for a fellowship hall, and we hope the

church organizations will help us in

this project, which will be for the

whole church. We also plan to have
the Western N. C. Conference Lay-
men's Fellowship meet with us in

January.

But the greatest progress we hope
to make will not be in projects and
meetings, but rather in helping our
men to come closer to Christ. This
will build Christian character v/hich

will reflect in a better church and
community, for all. In this way we
will be helping to build the Kingdom
of God in the hearts of all men.

After all, the minds and hearts of

Mrs. R. A. Whitten

The Winchester, Virginia, Church
observed Laymen's Sunday on Octo-

ber 28 and Women's Fellowship Sun-

day on November 4. Both services

were fine examples of the contribution

lay people can make to our churches.

Mr. Orville Hoover presided at the

Laymen's service. Special music,

"Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory,"

v/as presented by a Men's Chorus.

"The Truth Will Make You Free" was
1he topic of the message, which was
presented by Marvin Williams, Jr.

and Harry Boyd, Jr. The pastor. Rev.
Robert A. Whitten, led the morning
prayer.

Mrs. Cecil Whitlock, president of

the local women, presided at the ser-

vice on Women's Fellowship Sunday.

men arc governed by one of two
forces, God and Satan. We need to

strive to let God rule our hearts and
minds so we will never have anything
but praise and an uplifting spirit for

our fellowman, and never a heart of

hatred or malice. When our church
starts organizing for God, no matter
how great the number or how small,

Satan will start backing out of the

church and will soon be in the back-

ground. When this happens, you will

see some marvelous things happening
in the church.

So, my friends, let me urge you to

support your church organizations

whether they be Missionary Societies,

Youth Fellowship, or Laymen's Fel-

lov/ship for each stands for the same
thing, that is, to teach men, women
and children more about God and his

marvelous and wonderful love.

After I presented the information

about the object of our Thank Offer-

ing, the women from all over the con-

gregation brought their boxes to the

worship center and Mr. Whitten offer-

ed the prayer of dedication. The
amount received was more than one
hundred dollars, which I believe is

double that of any previous Thank
Offering!

One speaker was Miss Jean Baker,

teacher of Bible in the public schools

of Frederick County. She is a fine

Christian young woman, a most in-

teresting speaker and her morning
message on "Mission: U. S. A." would
have been an honor to any pulpit, an
informative and inspiring message to

any congregation. This was a new
way, for us, of presenting a study
book.

A PRAYER
O that mine eyes might closed be
To what concerns me not to see;

That deafness might possess mine ear
To what concerns me not to hear;

That truth my tongue might always tie

From ever speaking foolishly;

That no vain thought might ever rest

Or be conceived within my breast;

That by each deed and word and thought
Glory may to my God be brought.
But what are wishes! Lord, mine eye
On Thee is fixed; to Thee I cry!

Wash, Lord, and purify my heart.

And make it clean in every part;

And when 'tis clearn, Lord, keep it, too,

For that is more than I can do.

--Thomas Elwood, 1639
in Winchester (Va. ) Bulletin

Laymen And Women Lead Services
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EDITORIALS

Changing Pastors

News items in recent weeks indicate that many of

our ministers are moving from one church to another.

One wonders why. What is the purpose of this

exchange of churches and ministers?

It is commonly reported in certain circles that the

only way to get an increase in salary is to move to

another church, that churches sometimes refuse to in-

crease the minister's salary because they feel sure that

the next man will want more, and they do not want to

get the salary too high. It is believed by another group
that changing pastors is good for a church because
(

1

) some ministers have only a limited number of ser-

mons, (2) a change of face in the pulpit will draw a
larger attendance at church, (3) friction is more easily

overcome by changing preachers, and (4) a new man
will please some of the members who are not fond of the

present pastor.

A not-too-careful study of churches seems to indicate

that long pastorates grow big churches, and churches
that are effective. In the Southern Convention most of

the churches have changed pastors often, and they, the
churches (and one might include the ministers'), have
stayed little. The larger churches are those that have
had the longer pastorates.

One of my early recollections concerning articles

in this paper from pastors can be put into a few words
like these: "After Conference I became pastor of

Poplar Branch. I found it quite run down, but things

are beginning to pick up, and prospects are bright for

a fine year." The next year the name of the church
would change, but the ideas would be the same. It is

easy to believe that the churches were not in too good
condition, and that the coming of a minister for twelve
Sundays in a year and for a week's revival could not
make any great change in the life of the church or the
community.

But when the new minister comes, what then ?

Everybody goes to hear him the first few times. People
also go to the circus in large crowds, or they did, once
a year. But church is a constant affair. It is not a
show for spectators to sit back and see what the minister
can do. It is a band of Christians organized for attack
on the strongholds of evil. The minister is the leader of

the army of the Lord. If there is no army, he cannot
lead.

When the new minister arrives it would seem wise for

him to orient himself by much consultation with the

leaders of the church concerning the work that has
been done, and what things need to be done. Then should

come the planning sessions when programs are built

that v/ill include all the workers of the church and will

cover the things that need to be done.

It is useless for churches to think all will go well

because there is a new man in the pulpit, or for the

preacher to think that by changing places he will be
moving closer to glory. People are people the world
over, and problems faced by churches are human prob-

lems. A good way to get a new minister or a new
church, without any exchange at all, is to think to-

gether, and pray together, until both minister and
church get a new vision of what God wants done in

his world, and then together undertake to do that

work.

Men And Moonelon
Our men are seriously concerned about Moonelon.

The men referred to are in the 200 churches of the

Convention, and Moonelon is the camp center near Elon
College, N. C, where young people and leaders can meet
for conferences.

The men have undertaken to improve the property

that was given to the Convention. Buildings have

been erected and the place prepared so nearly 100

people can live there comfortably.

A wide variety of camps were held there last sum-
mer, and plans are under way for constant use of the

place next summer. Ministers found it a good place

for their retreat. Young people are delighted to live

in the cabins, eat in the attractive dining room, study

under the pines, swim in the pool, and worship on
Vesper Hill by the lake.

Men of the churches are paying for the improve-

ments. Each quarter there is a sizeable payment to be

made. Leaders of the Laymen's Fellowship want to

feel that men in all the churches are partners in this

grand enterprise. They are eager for all the men to

give as they may be able. They accurately point out that

a dollar per month from each man in the church would

soon complete the payments needed, and would make
possible other developments at this fine center intended

primarily for the use of our youth. THE CHRISTIAN
SUN believes most heartily in this project, and sincerely

hopes that the men of our churches will rally to this

business with such enthusiasm that the job will soon

be accomplished.

Planning The New Year
Now that Conferences are past and the new church

year has begun, what are the definite plans for your

church during the coming year?

Do you have a goal for membership? Evangelism

does not depend upon goals, but churches that start

out with no goal are likely to end up with no increase

while those who plan more than seems possible will do

better than may be expected. It is easy to say that

ours is a bad world, that many in our community do

not share in church work as they should. Then, why not

plan to win them to Christ and the Church?

What will the church do to change the community?
Just getting new members may not be enough. Why
sit by and allow politics to be crooked? Get in and
clean up the matter. If the young people seem to be

headed to the dogs, give them something that will change
their course in life. If Negroes are not given a fair deal

organize study groups to analyze the situation and
then plan ways to get changes made — and do not

stop with planning.

Churches are asked to give more this year than
ever before. Why shouldn't they? There is more
money, and the needs are greater. Churches that plan

what needs to be done, and then work for a year, will

likely accomplish more than has been asked.
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A Memorial To Dr. Denison
The Congregational Christian Conference of Iowa

beUeves that there are many friends of Dr. Warren H.

Denison who will wish to contribute to some sort of

memorial to him. Suggestions made by the Conference

leaders are these:

1. Defiance College, one of his "first loves" and where
he has been a member of the Board of Trustees

since 1910. This college in Defiance, Ohio, faces

many pressing immediate needs.

2. Mayflower Home, Grinnell, Iowa, a retirement

home for older Congregational Christians. It is

located next to Dr. Denison's apartment in Grin-

nell. This is the home that has been the dream of

Dr. Royal J. Montgomery. Money is now being

raised for the third and final unit of this wonderful

place.

3. Yankton College, Yankton, South Dakota, of which

Dr. Denison's son-in-law is president, is now
launching its expansion program. Under capable

leadership this school and Theological Seminary

promises, with help, to be one of the fine centers

Fine Program At O'Ke
O'Kelly's Chapel was the scene of a special service on

Reformation Sunday, October 28, sponsored by the Pil-

grim Fellowship of our Durham Church, of which Rev.

W. T. Scott, Jr., is pastor. Approximately 150 people

came to this historic church to honor the memory of the

founder of the Christian Church.

Following a bountiful picnic dinner, the service of

remembrance and dedication was held in the little chapel.

Mr. Scott presided, giving the call to worship and
invocation. The afternoon prayers were led by Dr.

F. C. Lester, Southern Convention historian, and by
Rev. E. M. Carter, former pastor of O'Kelly's Chapel.

Special music was rendered by the Durham church choir.

The address of the afternoon was given by Dr. L. E.

Smith, president of Elon College, who spoke as pastor

of O'Kelly's Chapel from 1906-1910, having been called

there fifty years ago the third Sunday in November.

of education and training in the western country.

Readers of THE CHRISTIAN SUN know that Dr.

Denison was greatly interested in our area, and that he
went from us to serve the denomination. Only a few
days before his lamented death he wrote your editor

giving several helpful suggestions, especially about the

Church History Room at Elon College. He was a
Christian Church member of the denominational Histor-

ical Society and contributed much material to that
Society.

Since Dr. Denison helped to make so much Church
history, and since he was so intensely interested in pre-

serving Church history, especially that related to the
Christian side of our denomination, THE CHRISTIAN
SUN suggests that those in this area who knew and
loved Warren H. Denison make memorial gifts in his

honor to the Historical Society of the Southern Conven-
tion. Small sums could be put together and some useful
object be placed there as a memorial to him. Larger gifts

could purchase some much-needed equipment. Cor-
respondence is invited.

lly's Chapel
Interesting reminiscences were woven into his talk. He
urged a return to the good ways of the past, which in-

cluded prayer, evangelism, and vision.

Among the ministers present Vv^ere Dr. H. E. Robin-

son of Burlington and Rev. W. J. Andes of Elon College.

Professors J. W. Barney and N. F. Brannock also shared

in the events of the afternoon. Ministers' wives present

included Mesdames Stanley C. Harrell, F. C. Lester, H.

E. Robinson, W. T. Scott, Sr., and W. T. Scott, Jr. Many
descendants of the Reverend James O'Kelly were in the

congregation.

A short business session followed the worship. It

was voted to refer the matter of upkeep of the building

and future services to the Historical Society of the

Southern Convention working with a committee from the

Durham Congregational Christian Church. A report is

expected on this project in January in the pages of

THE CHRISTIAN SUN.

A Visit To Southern Synod
The Southern Synod of the Evangelical and Reformed

:i;hurch held its fall session at Catawba College in Salis-

joury. North Carohna, October 23. The theme used was:

'Christ Calls to Faith and Action — Now." Dr. H. A.

Fesperman, former minister in Burlington and currently

Dresident of the synod, presided graciously.

Visitors bringing messages from their denomination
jA'ere Miss Florence A. Partridge of Cleveland who repre-

(5ented the Women's Guild, Dr. Silas P. Bittner of

Philadelphia representing the Board of Pensions and
ilelief, and Dr. Theophile H. Twente of St. Louis repre-

senting the Board of International Missions.

It was good to be in this meeting even though it was
for only part of the afternoon session. Questions asked
a panel of Church leaders were very much like those

asked in our churches, conferences and conventions. It

was good to know that this Synod accepted without
hesitancy the denominational call for a third more
money during the next three years, for doing its share
in the establishment of 100 new churches and the re-

cruiting of ninety new missionaries.

Such a visit makes one even more hopeful that the

imion of that Church and ours will be profitable indeed.
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A Key To Understanding The South

A Study Of Southern History, Says

Writer, Helps Explain Puzzling

Contradictions In Southern Culture

By J. CLAUDE EVANS

How difficult it is to understand the South! Not only-

do "damyankees" (which word, by definition, includes

all people outside the old Confederate States of America)

find difficulty here, but Southerners themselves disagree

with one another as to just what makes the South what
it is.

Here is a land of friendly and gracious hospitality;

yet a land of sudden antagonisms and occasional vio-

lence. A land of paradisical climate and fine living;

yet a land of poverty and ugly existence. A land of

old-time individualism
; yet a land obsessed with a collec-

tive defense of Southern ideas and ideals. A land of

felt religion and church loyalty; yet a land where even

religion is, to a great extent, a handmaid to cherished

traditions.

Surely thei-e is some key, some formula, to explain

these contradictions of its culture?

One cannot live in the South and escape its reverence

of the past. It is a people with worshipful regard to

its own sectional history.

Somewhere in the past, then, will be found the key

to the South of today. At least six areas of historical

Southern life must be examined if this key is to be

discovered.

Slavery

By its average rainfall, mean temperature, and

fertile soil, the South was ideally suited for profitable

agriculture. However, its thick woodlands, dense swamps
and lush vegetation made this farming extremely

difficult. A man might own 10,000 — or 100 000 —
acres. What profit had he if he and his family could

cultivate only a paltry hundred acres? Indentured

servants were relatively few. Paid labor was equally

scarce. Thus the economic climate of the South was
favorable to the introduction of slavery. And since

slavery was profitable, slaves soon appeared. The
South's road to ruin was being laid.

From the first, the institution of slavery was logically

indefensible either from the presuppositions of Christi-

anity or of democracy. But man is driven, say psychol-

ogists, always to give what seem to him rational an-

swers for his illogical acts. So began the long history

of the emotional defense of slavery. The Negroes were

primitives, having no souls. Slavery was paternalistic

and therefore good. Anyhow, slaves were just children.

The Bible approved slavery. One could own a slave and
still be a Christian, and so on. The emotions of the

South soon became the logic of the South.

This caste difference between the Negroes and the

whites thus had its natal roots in the institution of

slavery. A white supremacy still haunts the South and

the whole nation as well.

A Lost War
To defeat a man (or a nation) in a fight does no1

mean that you also change the idea that made him fight

Humn nature being what it is, he (or the nation) is likelj

to be more firmly convinced in his own rightness thar

before the shooting began — and with added emotion
The South was united in defeat as it had never been iij

the war. As Cash expresses it: ".
. . so far from having

reconstructed the Southern mind in the large and in Itsj

essential character, it was the Yankee's fate to havti

strengthened the Southern mind almost beyond reckon;

ing, and to have made it one of the most solidly estabj

lished, one of the least reconstructible, ever developed']

(page 107, Mind of the South, Knopf, 1941).
|

From this lost war have come the self-justifyinjl

patterns of emotional defense that so often are to b(

found in history written from the point of view of thc'i

South; the still extant argument over the war's correc

name: "Civil War" to the North and "War Between thfj

States" to the South ; the solidarity of the South, uniteo

and made self-conscious as never before; a blind devo
tion to white supremacy with a more universal accept

ance of its tenets than slavery had ever been.

A Vengeful Peace

Reconstruction days, while not merging the classei

of the white South, at least placed them on the sam(

level of personal want. Pre-war differences began t(

fade in the face of the long years of carpetbag rule

Here the Negro was used as a tool of the governmen:
with state legislative halls filled with mostly illiteratf

Negro legislators making for a government of graft anc

manipulation. As a slave, the Negro had been valuabLi

as property. Free, and in the hands of the carpetbaggers

he became a threat.

Out of Reconstruction came the Ku Klux Klan. Per

haps it was predominantly low class, yet, because o

the common ties of carpetbag woe, it was used by thu,

aristocrats, too. Fortunately, moral uneasiness appearei

early, as witness the swift passing of the Klan fron

wide and popular use into the desultory, isolated in

stances of today. From Reconstruction, too, came th

hatred of the North once so characteristic of the emo
tional reactions of Southerners and still hidden in th
emotionalism of today. War alone did not produce this

it took a vengeful peace.

Poverty

From the standpoint of its total population, the Sout)

has always been, pre-war and post-war, the number on

"economic problem of the nation." Before the wai

the South was largely frontier. Except for the aristo

cratic slave- and land-owners, and often even for then:

life meant individual struggle and simple living. Afte

the war came reconstruction poverty. Even today th

richest state in the South ranks lower in per capit

income than the poorest state outside the South.

The South is still sensitive here, it must be saic

Out of this frontier and reconstruction poverty, wedde
in its infancy to slavery and its rationalizations, ther

could not grow an intellectualism based on a sincer

desire to discover and apply scientific social laws. Th
South was not ready to listen to scientific logic. 0
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'necessity it drifted into an emotional defense mechanism
of slavery and white supremacy. Poverty of economic

[life made for a poverty of intellectual life. And only

today is it beginning to break up.

Politics

One could almost say politicians! For it is the use

and control to which politics has been put in the South
that has confirmed the South in its emotionalism. After
the war, it was Wade Hampton, a low-country aristocrat,

who led South Carolina out of carpetbag control back
into control by the people. Contrary to what later

became the practice, he allowed Negroes to vote from
his first election until his defeat by Tillman and the
writing of the new state constitiTtion in 1894. It was
Tillman who became the first politician in South Caro-
lina to campaign openly and virulently on the platform
3f white supremacy.

I
After Tillman, few Southern politicians campaigned

Ifor office without using the issue of white supremacy
ks a springboard for election. It is a long and sordid

liistory of race hate peddled for private gain. Catch
phrases of white supremacy that fall from the lips of the

fcasual advocate today gained their popularity from the
political stage: "I don't want my daughter marrying no
Fnigger." "The Bible says n'ggers are 'hewers of wood
and drawers of water'." "If'n the good Lord had in-

tended the nigger to be better'n the white man, he'd
a'made him so in the fust place."

When the final word of history is written to explain
the plight of the South, the politicians will find them-
selves bearing a substantial share of the guilt. They
confirmed the South in its emotionalism.

Religion

One writes with hesitancy here, for it would be easy

to .lump to superficial conclusions. Religion, to be real

land lasting, cannot be without emotion, for it involves

the total man — mind will, and feeling — in a total

society. But when religion becomes primarily emotional
to the neglect of the mind and to the confining of the
will to limited areas of application, then religion, too,

lends itself to twisted logic and ill-advised actions. The
ill-fated Scopes trial in Tennessee is enough proof of this

contention.

From this results the terrific undergirding strength
that religious approval can give to social modes of

control. Outer society becomes all the stronger and
more difficult to change when it finds itself supported
by the religious life of the community. Instinctively

this is recognized by some. Segregation is being broken
down in a few activities in Southern life in the secular
world, often with little notice. But let the church in the
South oppose segregation, and witness the instant and
violent reaction; The Deep South realizes that if the
church capitulates, such a climate of social acceptance
will have been achieved that capitulation to desegrega-
tion would soon follow in many secular groupings.

A Common Denominator

In each of there six areas of Southern history —
slavery, a lost war, a vengeful peace, poverty, politics,

and religion — there is a common denominator, namely:
emotionalism. Not a harmless emotional reaction normal
ito any person or society from life experience in intellect,

jwill, and social relationships, but an emotional reaction
,tied to false and logically indefensible intellectualism

!

'It is deep feeling rooted in certain historically condition-

ed prejudgments — hence, its danger. When pressed
from without by "the damyankees" or from within by
the "damned radicals," it becomes explosive and highly
unpredictable.

With this key, this emotional'sm of the South, one
is able to unlock many of the closed doors of contradic-

tion that make the South such an enigma. With it, one
can understand why the Supreme Court decision on
public school education has produced such a massive
social reaction in the Deep South. Southerners from
the Deep South, confronted as they are with practical

problems of population ratios, inequalities, and condition-

ed subconsciously by the realities of southern history,

cannot be wholly objective about drastic changes in the
social order. Coercion simply will not work, as the
Southern mind so well illustrates.

Moreover, the South's emotional reaction to the

Supreme Court decision is pushing many an unphilosoph-
ical moderate over to the right. Over the years a slow but
sure human relations approach to interracial matters
in the South, aided by the passage of time, the changing
of culture attitudes, and the logic of world events, was
producing not only a fairly large group of moderates on
racial issues but also a larger number of people of in-

creasing good will toward members of the opposite race.

Almost overnight, many of these are turning up as
charter members of "Citizens' Councils" or "States'

Rights Leagues." These are the "best citizens" who,
fundamentally, are men of good will but who at the
moment are very angry and resentful.

Social Change

This leads to another area where emotionalism pro-

vides the key. Northern liberals never seem able to

understand why Southern liberals seem so timid and
weak-kneed on matters of social change. Often these

Southerners are called insincere and are ridiculed by the

northern press, Negro and white alike.

To an outsider who does not see that the key to

understanding the South is its emotionalism, this ap-

parent pussyfooting by Southern liberals will continue.

But the Southern liberal knows the key! He may have
had to learn it the hard way, by acting like a Northern
liberal, attacking the issues from an absolutionist posi-

tion, letting the blows of prophetic insight fall where
they may. He wakes up minus a pulpit, or discharged

from a professor's chair, or out of a job, or ruined in

business. In short, his intellectual polemic caused
nothing but an emotional explosion.

There are, of course, some times and occasions when
an explosion is necessary. But the Southern liberal

knows that many of the widely publicized efforts at

solving the social problems of the nation by doctrinaire

legislation or abrupt court decisions, which the North
accepts with little emotional perturbation, confirm the

South in its emotionalism. In the short run, it intensifies

racism and makes the task of social and political reform
in the South that much harder.

This is not to say that all social legislation or all

court decisions are unworkable for the entire South.

For example, many Southern border areas are .slowly

beginning to comply with the Supreme Court decision on

public school segregation. So it is that, perhaps, social

legislation could, in the long run, be enforced in parts of

Virginia, North Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, and Florida

as well. But Congress and the nation will be sadly

misled if it is thought that this same social legislation

can be enforced at an early date in large areas in South
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Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Louisiana, and Mississippi.

Needless to say, the areas of these states likely to be
so involved are the areas where the Negroes outnumber
the whites.

However, the days of the control of the South by its

own emotionalism are numbered. It may exist for many
more generations within the deep South states and in

rural plantation areas in the other Southern states.

Although it received a new lease on life from the massive
Southern reaction against the Supreme Court decision on
the public schools, its widespread power is almost sure

to end.

Several factors make this a certainty.

For one thing, intellectualism is breaking down the

crust of Southern emotionalism in many of its univer-

sities, colleges, city schools, large city social services,

and churches.

For another thing, the South is slowly climbing from
its pit of poverty. Industry, greatly assisted by Northern
capital, is expanding and developing anew more rapidly

in the South than elsewhere in the nation. Econoniic
well-being, though far from a messiah in itself, at least

gives a man an opportunity to educate the next genera-
tion.

Then there is the impact of the international scene

upon the South. World War I and its resultant isola-

tionism left the South much as it was before the war.

Not so with World War II. It lasted long enough and
involved every Southerner intimately enough in inter-

national thought, like it or not. These world facts in-

volve all Southerners, and in increasing numbers they
know it!

Finally, the Supreme Court, liberal Southern leader-

ship in church, school, and press, the continual action on

the part of Southern Negroes themselves for social

justice, and the work of regional and state bi-racial

human relations councils, have all conspired to push the

Southerner over into the area of intellectual debate

despite himself. Whether the Southerner likes it or not,

this has been, and still is, happening.

Pastoral Prayer
REV. MAX B. VESTAL

Almighty God, our Heavenly Fa-

ther, Who hath made all that we
know, and Who hath known all that

we make, whether we make progress,

or whether we make a failure, wheth-
er we are righteous, or whether we
are sinful, sustain us with Thy might,

but Judge us with Thy mercy, we
humbly pray.

Our Father, we thank Thee for this

day of worship and for this specific

opportunity to call upon Thy name.
We place ourselves willingly in Thy
presence, knowing full well our own
sinfulness, but trusting that Thou art

faithful and just to forgive us our
sins when we kneel before Thee in

prayer. We place before Thee at this

moment not only our sins, but also

our accomplishments for Thee, that

Thou mayest bless them and cause
their fruits to multiply. We place be-

fore Thee also our hopes and am-
bitions. We pray that where they are

in error. Thou wilt mold them to Thy
will, and where they are in truth,

Thou wilt grant the strength and
guidance of Thy Spirit that they may
be realized.

Grant that we may not pray self-

ishly, our Father, for we ask these
things that we may worthily serve
Thee through our fellowmen. We pray
that Thy Spirit may be near and dear
to the hearts of all of Thy children.

And we further wait before Thee,
praying that the same Spirit that
binds us to Thee may also bind us to

each other in the love that passeth
understanding. We thank Thee for the

fellowship of this church and of all

churches. We thank Thee, too, for

the communion of saints through the

'ages.

We pray that in the times of trouble

and sorrow Thou wilt be our ever-

present help so that we may neither

falter nor stumble. In the times of

happiness and joy we pray that we
may rejoice only in Thee. To Thy
name be glory and honor, now and
forever more. Amen.

Nibbling

Ourselves Lost

Gaylord B. Noycs

A farmer came down the road
obviously looking for something, "Got
p stray," he explained to the city man
lie met. "How do they get lost?" the

man asked. "They just nibble them-
selves lost," said the farmer; "they
keep their heads down, wander from
one green tuft to another, and are

Foon beyond their pasture."

With the kind of life most of us
lead, pleasant, or hectic, as the case

may be, it is easy to nibble ourselves

lost, moving unreflectively from one
tuft to another. Our heads are down,
our noses to one grindstone or an-

other, and the wider pattern and pur-

pose of life is lost by default.

The church makes no extravagant
claims when it repeats that it is here
to alert us to these wider patterns,

lest we nibble ourselves lost. A few
minutes a day, looking up instead of

down may redeem the day from lost-

ness. Sunday morning in study and
in worship with the community which
consciously knows that its reallest

purpose is a purpose under God may
put a whole week in better order. A
tithe in the family budget for church
and charity can bring a sense of pro-

portion and direction into a helter-

tkelter habit of consumption. An
avocational task of service or reform
in the city may help restore life to

one's vocational drugery.

United Church in the past year has
in various ways helped keep us and
a wider community in Raleigh and the

earth's far corners from this lostness.

These are crucial days when people

must look up to greater truth and
brotherhood and love and faith than
their own little tufts of green. I can-

not but feel it is God's will for us to

support this church with even more
devotion than in the past.

Congratulations to TALLADEGA
COLLEGE, which celebrated its 90th
anniversary on Founders' Day, No-
vember 4. The speaker was Hollis F.

Price, president of LeMoyne College,

Memphis. Talladega, one of the

American Missionary Association

founded colleges, is one of our best

church-related colleges founded for

the education of Negroes. The presi-

dent is Dr. Arthur D. Gray, who is

a former chairman of the Executive
Committee of the General Council of

Congregational Christian Churches.

In Japan's hinterland, where only

the wooden bath tub is used, father,

son, mother and daughter use the

water in that order.
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what Is the Meaning of the Increasing Church Membership?

Is It A Revival?
America's current "boom" in relig-

ion is a cause for national rejoicing,

according to a group of top religious

and civic leaders polled in a survey

by the National Council of Churches,

made public October 20.

Fifteen clergymen and 20 laymen,

including President Eisenhower and
Adlai Stevenson, vitrually all agreed

that the spectacular increases in U. S.

church membership, outstripping

population growth, record-breaking

Sunday and Sabbath School enroll-

ments, contributions and new church

building, point to a widespread spirit-

ual hunger. People's search for deeper

meanings and a firm faith is all to

the good, they said.

But most warned against too much
optimism. Whether the religious

"revival" is having any profound

effect on individuals, improving the

moral tone of the nation or changing

America's influence in world affairs

—

these questions met with answers
ranging from 'Yes' to 'No' with

shading of both in between.

Said President Eisenhower: "A
growing concern for religion gives

hope that our concern for the welfare,

th,e freedom and the dignity of our

fellowmen in America and around the

world is also growing. It is heartening

to see so many Americans supporting

the faith which lies at the bedrock

of our society."

Mr. Stevenson sees rising U. S.

church memberships as proof that

amid the tragic world events of re-

cent history, anti-religious philoso-

phies have lost much of their appeal.

"This interest in religion. . . pro-

vides a great opportunity for this to

become an age of faith," Mr. Steven-

son said. "But," he cautioned, "the

test of a religious revival lies in what
i\. produces in uprightness of personal

life and justice in society. The strug-

gle to make the religion of our lips

into the religion of our heart is never

ending, and we must continue that

struggle in the midst of this great

and encouraging outpouring of relig-

ious interest in America today."

Accenting the resurgence of relig-

ious interest as a fact, most survey

participants warned against com-
placency. The majority indicated they

believe the current "boom" is no real

spiritual revival in the old-fashioned

sense — at least not yet, and some

expressed skepticism that it would
ever develop in this way.

Opinions varied as to the cause of

the resurgence of religious interest.

Among those given were "the inner

loneliness of modern man," fear of the

H-bomb, fear of the rise of Soviet

Russian power, disgust and disillus-

ionment with materialism and "gadge t

worship," the effect of two world
wprs, discussion of life on other

planets, hunger for absolute meanings
in life, the search for personal peace
of mind and peace with justice in the

world.

Said Methodist Bishop Gerald Ken-
nedy, Los Angeles, "The present evi-

aent revival of interest in religoin

indicates a disillusionment with the

secular spirit and a rather wistful

turning of the eyes in the direction

of religion. ... If we cannot convert

this mood into a true spiritual

awakening, the fault is ours. I doubt
that there has ever been a generation

in which the church has had a greater

opportunity to affect so profoundly
the life of the nation and the world."

As to where the religious revival is

going most agreed the answer is

Squarely up to the churches and syna-

gogues. Given this lead, the majority

believe a true spiritual reawakening,

one that would bring about higher

social morality and even reform of

social evils, may be in the offing. If

.strong enough, they indicated, the

movement might persuade the rest of

\he world into ways of peace with
justice.

Participants in the mail survey

which appears in full in a copy right-

ed article in the November issue of

<he National Council's magazine
Outlook, included Vice President Rich-

ard Nixon, Vice Presidential Candi-

date Estes Kefauver, former President

Harry Truman, Hollywood producer
Cecil B. DeMille, Look publisher

Gardner Cowles, labor leader George
Meany, Mx's. Eleanor Roosevelt, Presi-

dent Nathan M. Pusey, Senator Paul
H. Douglas.

Leading clergymen included. Dr.

Billy Graham, the evangelist; Dr.

Norman Vincent Peale, author of

"The Power of Positive Thinking," Dr.

Eugene Carson Blake, president of

the National Council of Churches ; Dr.

Liston Pope, dean of Yale Divinity

School; Methodist Bishop G. Bromley
Oxnam; and Dr. Earle B. Pleasant,

national director of Religion in

American Life.

OPENING DAY AT EURE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
ThiE nice building was erected largely by the members themselves. Rev. R. E.

Brittle of Suffolk, Virginia, is the minister, but the church is near Gates,

North Carolina.
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What Moonelon
Means To Youth

KATIE JO McADAMS
I am to tell you what Moonelon

means to youth. If you had a son or

daughter who went to camp there this

summer or last, you probably know
the answer to this.

I think that first comes the fellow-

ship it offers. It means that we can
get together with young people our
own age from all over the convention.

We can get to know them through
recreation, religious services and
other aspects of camp life. Moonelon
Eilso offers the quiet and serenity that

everyone needs, including young
people, every once in a while. We can

learn about the various phases of our

church, the Bible, the life of Christ,

nnd other subjects through able lead-

ers who come to Moonelon from all

parts of the Convention. It helps us

to realize one fact that isn't stressed

enough. Which is, our fellowship

reaches beyond our individual church

to all churches everywhere.

I would like to tell you how a

tvpical day at a Junior High or

Senior High camp might run. We
would rise at 7 : 30 and be up at Sellars

Hall for breakfast at 8:00 unless we
had K. O. (Kitchen Opportunity.)

Then we would have to be up there

15 minutes early. (By the way, that

ir one thing you can't get out of.)

After breakfast comes Morning
Watch, which is individual devotions.

That lasts for 30 minutes and then

the day really gets off to a start.

After Morning Watch would come two
( Insses, each lasting 45 minutes. After
the two classes comes a break when
one can buy something to eat and
drink at the camp store. Then comes
iinother class, followed by free time
and then lunch. The food is really

piled on, and is very good. After lunch
comes the much needed rest period

which lasts an hour. Followed by a
short session of some sort. At the

Senior High camp I attended it was
p session with a missionary. Then an
iiour of fun-filled-recreation. You can
play volley ball, soft ball, ping-pong,

or horse shoes. After recreation

comes every body's favorite, swim-
ming; and there's no danger with the

able-bodied lifeguard on hand.

Then you have free time before

supper. After supper comes one of

the best part of camp—Vespers. Then
ir when we go over to Vesper Hill,

which is a slanting incline across the

lake away from the regular camp.

When you come to the dam you are

to close your mouth until you get

back from Vespers. The night's

activities are varied. One night we
may folk-dance, another play games,
have campfire circle, and other activi-

ties. At 10:00 it is lights out and
everyone hits the sack. But right

before the lights go off we have a

devotional in our own cabin group.

One of the most important and
meaningful parts of camp is the

communion service on Friday night.

After the service is over everyone
goes out and forms a Friendship
Circle. Then you go back to your
cpbin and don't speak a word until

the next morning.
But don't think that Moonelon is

just for summer camps. It means a
place for youth groups to have re-

treats.

I don't know what we would do
without Moonelon with its fellowship,

its leaders, and the chance to meet
people of our own age and those who
are leaders.

NEW TELEVISION PROGRAM
BEING MADE

Production of a new color series in

the inspirational television program,
"This Is the Answer," has just begun,
it has been announced by the Rev.
Paul M. Stevens, Director of the Radio
and Television Commission of the

Southern Baptist Convention. To cost

almost a quarter-million dollars,

thirteen new episodes will be sche-

duled for release to the nation's TV
stations in early 1957, he said, and
will be based on modern-day, dramatic
interpretations of Bibical parables as

previous pictures have been.

Enthusiastic response from viewers
and stations, Stevens commented, has
demonstrated the appeal of parables

from the Bible as dramatized in situ-

ations of today's living problems. Not
only do the parables provide stimu-
lating source material, but they were
the favorite teaching method of Jesus.

"Making intelligent and appealing
lise of God's gift of television,"

Stevens said, "is essential to our
Christian stewardship. By bringing
the guidance of the Gospel message to

people everywhere, we believe we are

providing the only answer solving

their everyday problems."
More than eighty stations used the

first series of color broadcasts of

"This Is the Answer."

SEAGROVE YOUNG PEOPLE
AT HALLOWEEN

On Tuesday night, October 30, the

Pilgrim Fellowship of the Seagrove
Congregational Christian Church, in-

stead of "Trick or Treating," went
from house to house asking for do-

nations for the Congregational Chrus-

tian Home for Children at Elon Col-

lege. We received a total of fifty

($50.00) dollars, which will be sent

to the home to be used as seen fit.

There are eighteen members of this

Fellowship which is led by Dorothy
Spivey as its president. A social hour

with refreshments was enjoyed at the

church following the collection of

funds for our Children's Home.

NAMES OF COLLEGE STUDENTS,
PLEASE

The Rev. Gaylord B. Noyce, pastor

of our Raleigh church, calls attention

to the fact that many of our Congre-

gational Christian college students are

in institutions like Duke, Wake
Forest, and other colleges in commun-
ities where we have churches, and
that the churches in those areas are

eager to contact, interest, and help

those students.

If pastors whose students go to

such institutions will notify the local

pastors that will enable the minister

in the college town to reach the stu-

dent before interest in church is lost,

or the student has gone to another
denomination. It will also make the

students and their families feel that

the minister at home is interested in

his students and awake to his oppor-

tunities. Far be it from us to be

narrowly denominational, but if we
are to live and grow, we must train

and keep our college students, and,

according to the records, only a small

number of them go to Elon. "Other
sheep I have which are not of this

fold. Them also" we must keep.

Mr. Noyce further suggests that

parents can help their children and
our churches by writing to the pastor

in the college community. Names and
addresses of the ministers will be

found in the ANNUAL of the South-

ern Convention and the YEARBOOK
of the denomination.

STEWARDSHIP WORKSHOPS are

being held in the four districts of the

Southern Synod of the Evangelical

and Reformed Church November 5-9.

Leaders are: Harry Miller, Conover,
"Promoting Christian Wills;" Rev.
Melvin Hamm, Rockwell, "Tithing;"

Rev. Frank Snider, Lexington, "The
Annual Stewardship Project."
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The Prodigal Son

Devotional Reading: Psalm 103:1-13.

Memory Selection: He hath not dealt with us after our sins; nor rewarded us

according to our iniquities. For as the heaven is high above the earth,

so great is his mercy toward them that fear him. Psalm 103: 10, 11.

Background Scripture: Luke 15:11-32.

Here is perhaps the world's great-

est short story. It is the best-known,
most-widely-discussed, and best-loved

story in all literature. It is a superb

example of the artistry and wizardy
of Jesus as a story-teller. It is called

the story of "The Prodigal Son." It

should be called the story of "The
Prodigal Sons." For the son who
stayed at home was just as much a

prodigal as the son who went away.
The fact is, the latter is the more at-

tractive and lovable character.

THE PRODIGAL SON WHO
WENT AWAY

HE GOES AWAY. He was not

necessarily a bad boy when he went
r.way. He was young, adventurous,
high spirited, restless, impulsive, and
selfish. He wanted to get away from
home and "go places and see things."

Life on the farm or in the small town
was dull and depressing. He wanted
to try his luck somewhere else. He
knew that eventually he would inherit

a third of his father's estate. But why
wait? He would simply ask for what
was coming to him, and get on with
the business of seeing the world and
seeking success in more promising
fields. So he asked his father to give

him his share of the estate — it was
almost a demand — and his father
complied. "He divided unto them his

living," the story relates. We do not
know how much the young man got— it may have been a sizeable sum.
We do know it began "to burn a hole

in his pocket." For "not many days
after the younger son gathered all

together, and took his journey into a
far country." The tinge of sorrow at

leaving the home place — the writer
of these NOTES thinks that the
young man's mother was dead — was
forgotten in the thrill of having all

that money in his pocket, and the
prospect of the good times he was
going to have. And perhaps in the
thought of the success he would make
in life. So off he went.

HE HAS HIS FLING. He may have
meant well. He may have done well

for a while. But a lad with a lot of

money in his pocket in a strange city

or country is not in the best set-up.

Perhaps in a round of the places of

entertainment he met people and
made friends. It is not difficult for a

fellow with money to find friends of

a sort. There were lots of ways to

have a good time, and easy ways of

spending money. This was the life! ! !

We do not know what he did — the

story simply states that "he wasted
his money (substance) with riotous

living." Before he knew it, he "had
spent all," and he was broke, flat

busted as we sometimes say. And he
began to "be in want." When he lost

his money, he lost his friends. In

order to eat, he had to go to work.
And he was not choosey now. He took
a job with a man who sent him into

the fields to feed his pigs! ! ! A Jew
feeding swine — that was about as
low as a fellow could get.

HE COMES TO HIMSELF. Out
there in the field with the pigs one
day, or one night, he did a little think-

ing. "He came to himself" — he really

had not been his true self before that.

He thought about what a fool he had
been. Here he was, the son of his

father, eating food that his father
would not have thought of giving to

his hired help! "Big boy," he says to

himself "you are a fool, the biggest
fool in sixteen counties. Here you are

eating stuff that is hardly fit for the
hogs, while your daddy's hired help
if eating 'high up on the hog'. If you
must be a hired man, at least get a
job where you can get enough to eat!

Come on, get going!" And off he goes.

To be sure, there was the little matter
— or was it the big matter — of what
he would say to his father. But he
had that all thought out and ready.
No alibi, no whining, no demands;

SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON

November 25, 1956

By Rev. H. S. Hardcastle, D. D.

Pastor of Berea and Oakland

Congregational Christian

Churches, Chuckatuck, Va.

nothing but a sincere and humble con-

fession of his wrong-doing and a plea

for forgiveness, and a place, not as

s son, but as a servant! It was not
an easy thing to do. But it was the

only thing he could do. And it was a
magnificent thing to do. "And he

arose and came to his father." He
suited the action to the word. There
was a long, long trail winding to the

land of his home, and he had to trudge
every mile of it afoot and alone.

HE COMES TO HIS FATHER.
"But when he was a great way off —
these words mean a great deal — his

lather saw him, and had compassion,

and ran, and fell on his neck and kiss-

ed him." How did it happen that his

father .saw him "when he was a great

way off?" It was because that father

had never ceased to yearn for and to

look for his son's return. (We may
be sure that if the lad's mother had
been living, she would have seen him
even before the father did, or perhaps
gone to look for her boy. ) The glad

father put his hand over the boy's

mouth and did not let him finish his

well-rehearsed speech. He had the ser-

vants bring out a robe for the ragged,

dirty young man; he gave the boy his

ring, the symbol of position and
authority; he called for shoes—slaves

or servants did not wear shoes; he
welcomed him back as a son in good
and full standing. He freely forgave
him — he gave him a kiss of recon-

ciliation. He received him as a son in

good standing again.

It is all a revelation of God's atti-

tude toward his erring, wandering,
sinning children. All we, like the
prodigal, go into a far country. And
like the father in this story, the
Father eagerly and anxiously awaits
our coming home. And when in hu-
mility and sincerity we confess our
sins, he is faithful and just to forgive
us our sins, and to cleanse us of all

unrighteousness, and to welcome us
back as sons in the Father's house-
hold. It is a great climax to a great
story. Too bad it could not end there.

But this story was addressed to the
Pharisees and Scribes who murmured
because Jesus received and ate with
sinners. So Jesus had to add some-
thing to drive home his point.

THE PRODIGAL SON
WHO STAYED HOME

To be sure, the elder brother was
good sort of young man. He did not

run around with the gay crowd, he
did his work well, he obeyed his father
— "neither transgressed I at any time

—Continued on Page 15
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Four New Missionaries Sent Out
The American Board of Commis-

sioners for Foreign Missions an-

nounces the appointment of two new
missionary couples. Rev. and Mrs.

Harold Williams Fryday of Deans-
boro, New York, are to go as career

missionaries to the Philippines. They
will sail early in 1957 with their two
children, David, 7, and Douglas, 5.

Mr. Fryday is a native of Canada, and
was educated there and at the Univer-

sity of London, England. He began
his religious work at the age of nine-

teen when he worked with a pionner

preacher in Northern Quebec. Since

1948 he has been a minister at the

Gospel Tabernacle, Covington, Ken-
tucky, and of Congregational Chris-

tian churches in Nebraska and New
York. Mrs. Fryday is from Michigan.

She met her future husband when she

went to Canada to do Christian work
?mong French Canadians.

Mr. and Mrs. William H. Reedy of

Cornvallis, Oregon, have ben appoint-

ed as career educational missionaries

tor service in Southern Rhodesia,

Africa. They have three children,

Jerry, 10, Karen, 7, and Linda, 5, so

Mrs. Reedy will be going out pri-

marily as a missionary wife, although

fche may do some teaching. Mr. Reedy
is a native of California, and since

EQUIPMENT FOR MISSIONARIES

The expanding needs of Christian

missionaries overseas for equipment

to use in radio, motion pictures and
other mass communication media have

been summarized in a booklet pub-

lished in October for the guidance of

churches in providing support for

such work.

Titled "Basic Equipment for Mass
Communication," the booklet was pre-

pared by Dr. Hugh W. Hubbard who
was a missionary for 44 years in

China. Recommendations for cameras
and films, motion picture and still

picture projectors, tape recorders,

record players, public-address sys-

tems, generators and motion picture

films, film strips and slides suitable

for use in the various mission fields

are included.

Those interested in sending such
aids abroad may save themselves
money and the missionaries em-
barrassment by securing this booklet

and following its advice. For your
copy, write to the Office of Com-
munications, Congregational Chris-

tian Churches, 287 Fourth Avenue,

New York 10, New York.

finishing college he has been teaching
principal in elementary schools and a
teacher of English in high schools.

Mrs. Reedy is also a teacher, origin-

ally from South Dakota, although her
teaching experience, like that of her
husband, has been in Oregon.

When will the day come that some
young ministerial couple, or some
young teachers, or farmers, or busi-

riess graduates from the Southern
Convention will go out as career mis-

sionaries for the American Board?
That will be a great day for the

churches of this area!

The Church

"Inside China"
A major report, representing what

amounts to the first authoritative in-

sight into the views of Christian lead-

ers in Communist China, has been
issued by the National Council of

Churches.

In the form of a verbatim account,

it records conversations of Western
church leaders with Anglican Bishop
K. H. Ting, president of the Nanking
Theological Seminary, held last July

and August coincidental to the meet-

ing of the World Council of Churches'

Central Committee, in Hungary.

Dr. Eugene L. Smith, NCC vice

president, author of the report in

supplementary commentary, notes he

himself was unprepared for the

"breadth and depth of the gulf that

separates from Chinese Christians on

political matters." He said he was
equally surprised at "the eagerness of

their desire spiritually to build

bridges of fellowship linking us to-

gether."

Chinese Christians under Commu-
nism recognize that religious differ-

ences prevail with the Communists, he

reports Bishop Ting as saying, but

they refuse to be blinded "to the good
deeds of the Communists." The
Chinese revolution was "overdue,"

according to the Chinese prelate and
the establishment of the People's

Republic is today considered "more an
act of God than a judgement of God,"
and is viewed by the Chinese people

as a demonstration that "God does

love China."

Bishop Ting admitted that putting

loyalty to the state first is a special

Ganger in China "because of the im-

pressiveness of the Marxist achieve-

ments." But, he added, "that danger
is less in China than in the West,
because the People's Government is

fivowedly Marxist, and the open
atheism of the Communists makes the
issue so much easier."

"The fact that the Communists are
openly atheists means their relation-

ship to the Church is not one of

utilizing the Church for their pur-
poses." In other words the lines are
clearly drawn, he indicated, leaving it

possible for Christians to "support the
government in action" while recog-
nizing "the conflict in belief. If this

was naive of Chinese Christians," he
added, "naivete was better than
<:ynicism."

He told Dr. Smith that the Church
in China has "freedom to worship, to

witness, to evangelize, to publish
Christian lietrature without censor-
ship and to conduct Christian work
among university students."

ANNOUNCE RELIEF GOAL
A goal of $1,150,000 to finance the

shipment of more than 300,000,000
lbs. of U. S. surplus food for free dis-

tribution to overseas needy in 1957,
has been announced by Church World
Service, international relief wing of
the National Council of Churches.

An appeal for the "Share Our Sur-
plus" program will be launched this

fall in Protestant and Eastern Ortho-
dox Churches with special emphasis
during the Thanksgiving Season.
Foods distributed through the pro-

gram — mainly wheat, corn, rice,

powdered milk and cheese — are

scheduled for shipment to 28 countries

in Asia, Europe and Latin America.
CWS officials said the proposed 1957
shipments represent a 25 to 30 per
cent increase over this year's pro-

gram. Shipments in 1956 are expected

to total 250,000,000 pounds.

Funds collected are used to cover
distribution, administration and some
transportation costs not otherwise
provided. There is no cost for the sur-

plus foods and ocean freight in most
areas is covered either by the U.S.

government or that of the recipient

people.

Spend a little to send a lot! From
its farm surplus stockpile the U. S.

Government has given CARE millions

of pounds of milk powder, rice, cheese,

beans, corn and flour. Each $1 you
give to the CARE Food Crusade, 660
First Ave., New York 16, N. Y., sends
a 22-lb. package of these foods, in

various assortments, to a needy fam-
ily everseas.
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Happenings On The Campus
L. E. Smith, President

The fall of the year is always a

busy season on the Elon College

campus. Freshmen are becoming ac-

quainted with the college and being

inducted into classroom v/ork and
fraternity and sorority privileges, but

this fall seems to bring more happen-

ings than we have had in any one

year in the past 25 years. We have the

largest student body, by far, in the

history of the college which calls for

a decidedly increased faculty. The
present student body and faculty re-

quire, for classroom instruction, all

the space that we possibly have. We
do not have sufficient facilities for

offices that would add to the efficien-

cy and effectiveness of daily instruc-

tion.

In addition to the usual things that

take place on the campus this year
we have the privilege of getting ac-

quainted with the added facilities —
new dormitories and a new dining

ball. This indeed is a pleasure and
everyone is so happy with these new
facilities. Then too, we are looking

forward to the day when West Dormi-
tory will be completed and ready for

occupancy. The work is about com-
pleted with the exception of the floors.

These must be refinished. The con-

tractor is having the floors sanded
this week and they will be completed
within the next two weeks. The old

"grads" would scarcely recognize the

dormitory as they knew it. It has been
completely renovated and all who see

it exclaim that it is beautiful.

This year we are trying something
new in fund-raising. The administra-
tion of Elon College has been in the
fund-raising business for more than a
quarter of a century; not spasmodic
efforts, but continuous efforts. At
present the National Fund-Raising
Services, Inc. of Fort Worth, Texas
is beginning a complete organization
for the purpose of conducting a cam-
paign in Burlington, Alamance and
surrounding counties, the Alumni and
friends of the college everywhere for

the purpose of securing an additional

million dollars for the college. This is

a termendous undertaking, but essen-

tial to the efficiency, permanence and
future of the college that we call our
own.

Already we have prophets of doom
pnd prophets of triumph. There are

those who question the wisdom of

such an undertaking and doubt any
possibility of success, but on the

other hand there are those who say

that the college needs one million

dollars badly, that the people have it

to give, if they can only be convinced

that they should. Pessimism always
rests on doubt. Optimism plants it's

feet squarely on faith. Doubt may
accomplish defeat, but faith is strong-

er than doubt. Faith has the ability to

marshall all the strength and powers
of an individual. It is the connecting
link between power and success. As
we think of the college may we be

able to put doubt behind us and put
faith in front of us and be given the

courage to obey its command and
follow its leadership. I, for one be-

lieve in Elon College, believe in its

constituency, believe in its future. I

believe in the ultimate success of this

undertaking, however, tremendous.

APPORTIOIMMENT GIVING
When the new conference year

opens, we sometimes have the feeling

that there is no need to be in a hurry.

We have plenty of time to meet all

obligations and we do, but there is

one thing that some of us seem to for-

get and that is that time passes by
and before we realize it, the year has
passed the mid-way mark and we are

approaching the end of our conference

year.

I had the privilege of attending

Virginia Valley's Central conference.

Many of the churches have already

sent in their reports which showed
that they had paid all apportionments
for every cause in the Convention.
There v/ere other churches which did

not get their reports completed in

time to send the same in and they
were handing their reports to the

c lerk and to the treasurer. There were
fithers that had not made their re-

ports and did not send in completed
leports, and they did not seem to be
disturbed or very much concerned.

Practically the same thing was true

in the Eastern Virginia Conference.
One good and faithful pastor stood up
and declared that his church should
be "starred" indicating that his

church had met all conference obli-

gations in full. It seemed that he was
right about sending in his report. I

imagine that the same thing will be
true in the three remaining confer-

ences when they report next week.
It is strange, but human, that we

put important things off about as long
as we dare, and then we get all stirred

up and start out with a determination

to meet our obligations with a hope
that another year will not find our
church in this kind of a situation.

Elon College is very happy to

acknowledge contributions from our
Sunday Schools and churches for the

college to help meet current obli-

gations.

Previously Reported: $24,848.97

Eastern North Carolina
Conference
Mt. Herman 55.00
New Elam 37.00
Pope's Chapel 17.00
Youngsville 47.00
Eastern Virginia

Conference
Spring Hill 52.90

North Carolina and
Virginia Conference
Berea 12.00
Mebane 31.00
New Lebanon 122.50
Union (Va.) 153.00

Western North Carolina
Conference
Antioch (R) 25.00
Grace's Chapel 56.44

Virginia Valley
Conference
Mt. Lebanon 7.00

TOTAL: $ 615.84
GRAND TOTAL: $25,464.81

A STORY FROM JAPAN
Dick and Martha Lammers

Missionaries of the E. & R. Church
Born into a traditional Buddhist

home, Chieko was riding a Tokyo
streetcar with high school chums one
day when a U. S. soldier asked,
"Where do you go to church?" Con-
trary to family thinking, the girl

accepted his invitation to an army
chapel service. The soldier was ship-
ped out the next week, but Chieko
wishes she could say "thank you" for
the new world he opened for her with
his simple question.

Instead of going to a nearby
government college, she ventured far
Irom home to a Christain Women's
College. Hearing of missionary work
with the former outcast (Buraku)
people, Chieko offered to help. For
many hours of interpreting and other
help she refused pay, believing God
had directed her to give some of her
time in this way.
Upon graduation she was expected

to return home and become a "good
daughter" again. In spite of criticism,

Chieko is a "grass roots" missionary
to her own family and friends.
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Our Children's Home
Entertains Rotarians

first. It was double duty. But they
enjoyed it and it seems like food
tastes better when it is joyously pre-

pared and served. As for me, well, I

just say simply thank you, thank you,

everyone.

John G. Truitt, Superintendent

Yesterday and last night our Chil-

dren's Home was in an expectant

mood, busy all day and at the dinner

getting ready for, and entertaining

the Burlington Rotary Club. Each

year in November they come to dine

with us in our beautiful dining room,

and to be entertained by our boys and

girls with their prettiest songs and
sweetest smiles. It pays off too. Be-
cause, in addition to paying us for a
delicious steak dinner with all the
trimmings right from our storage
locker, late gardens and pantry, they
leave us a freewill offering. Last
night in cash and pledges it amounted
to $1,450.45. And there are several

absentees yet to hear from.

The men of the Burlington Rotary
Club know of the work being done at

the Congregational Christian Home
for Children, and you can see by their

generosity that they approve of it.

From all sources in Burlington the

Home for Children receives an aver-

age of around $10,000.00 per year.

This is led off by something near
$3,000.00 from First Church. Beverly
Hills Congregational Christian is giv-

ing an increasing amount each year.

And to all this may be gratefully

odded the free services of doctors and
dentists, and numerous gifts and
other considerations from shops and
stores and friends.

The program which the children

gave last night under the direction of

Miss Melva Foster was very, very
much appreciated by the Rotarians,

trom Michael Adkins speech of wel-

come to Bobby Byrd's "Won't You
Come Again." It was fresh and new
to me, because I had not seen a copy
of the program nor had I heard any
part of it rehearsed. Knowing the

children who rendered their parts and
songs so acceptably, knowing where
they came from and why and how,
made it doubly inspiring and touching
to me. So quiet and sweet they were.

So composed and pretty in their lovely

clothes and with radiant faces. There
was evident joy in their lives and a

sense of achievement in their manner.
It was as though they were saying: It

is nothing, this is the way it is all the

time! They captivated their audience,

lind I was proud of them. Maybe you

have already discerned that, if you
have read this far!

And clean and bright and sweet was
the dining room, and most delicious

was the food, tastefully prepared and
nicely served by Mrs. Nell Smith, and
her crew of helpers. Well, it was work,
because the children had to be fed

The Liberty Bell was not cracked
when the colonies won their indepen-

dence from England, as many believe,

but on July 8, 1835, while being tolled

as the body of Chief Justice Marshall
was being taken from Philadelphia for

burial in Virginia.

REPORT FOR NOVEMBER 5, 1956

REGULAR OFFERINGS

Amount brought forward . - - — $1,989.25

Eastern North Carolina Conference
Morrisville $ 7.00

Mt. Herman 49.00

New Elam 30.00 $ 86.00

Eastern Virginia Conference
Liberty Spring, S.S. 10.00

North Carolina and Virginia Conference
Berea, S.S 24.00

Union (Va.) 82.00

Western North Carolina Conference
Antioch (C), S.S. 21.35

Antioch (R) 17.00

Grace's Chapel 18.50

High Point, First 30.00

Pleasant Union 18.76

Virginia Valley Conference
Mt. Olivet (R), S.S 30.00

10.00

106.00

105.61

30.00

.$1,518.19

Total $ 337.61

Grand Total ..$2,326.86
j

SPECIAL OFFERINGS
|

Amount brought forward
New Hope Christian Church, Roanoke, Alabama $ 5.00

CaroHna Power & Light Co. (dividend) 1.38

Carolina Christian Sunday School 10.00

Mary Sue Brittle S.S. Class, Bethlehem (Nans.) Church 5.00

Mrs. Samuel McCutcheon, Farmington, Conn. —
Golden Anniversary Gift 5.00

Willing Workers Class, Monticello Church 10.00

Philip, Yvonne & Vicki Faucette, Brown Summit, N. C 10.00

In Memory of C. Floyd Clapp 5.00

Thanksgiving Offerings:

Garland Gray, Waverly, Va 300.00
Rev. & Mrs. Victor Murchison, Winston-Salem, N. C. 10.00

O. F. Story, Suffolk, Va 10.00

Mr. & Mrs. D. D. McLelland, Elon College, N. C 10.00

Mr. and Mrs. Irvin L. Alger, Aliquippa, Pa 10.00

Special Gifts 440.78

Total ..$ 832.16

Grand Total $2,350.35
Total for the Week $1,169.77
Total for the Year $4,677.21
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Burlington Women
Hear Mrs. Kennedy

I

Mrs. M. Z. Rhodes

On Tuesday evening October 16, the

Women's societies of the Evangelical

and Reformed Church and Beverly
Hills Congregational Christian
Church met with the Women's Fellow-

;
ship of the First Congregational
Christian Church of Burlington to

hear Mrs. Henry Kennedy review the

;!
mission study book, "Missions U. S.

I

A.". Mrs. Kennedy of Thomasville, N.
C. is a noted leader in the E. and R.

I Church, and is remembered as a
teacher in our school of missions.

Preceding the book review, the fol-

lowing program was given

:

Organ Prelude—"Entree"—Dubois,

Mrs. R. W. Brannock

Devotional — "Go and Make Dis-

ciples of all Nations", Mrs. Ed King

j
Solo — "The Voice of One Crying

in the Wilderness", Mrs. Frank Huff-

man

I

Introduction of the speakers—Mrs.

[

Henry Robinson

Beginning with the poem, "What is

' America U. S. A.?" Mrs. Kennedy
stated "America is a state of mind.

America is the burden of every Chris-

tian." Citing the many needs found in

our country, Mrs. Kennedy said, "The
church is to serve those who need
serving."

A challenge was given, not only to

be alert to a changing world, as

church members, but also as home-
makers. The family unity was stressed

with the following statement, "As our

homes are, so is our nation. We must
establish praying and church going

homes." Mrs. Kennedy closed with the

thought "America! God mend thine

every flaw."

Following the book review, a social

hour was enjoyed in the Fellowship

Hall of the Church.

The Fellowship of the host church

extends its appreciation to Mrs.

Kennedy for her inspirational lesson,

and to Mrs. Robert Harden, Mission

Study Chairman, who made all the

arrangements for the meeting.

The sanctity of the mails is such

that not even the Postmaster General

can rightfully open a letter not ad-

dressed to him, unless he has a court

order to do so. No state, regardless of

its legal requirements of drivers, can
interfere with any person who is

transporting United States mail.

SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON

(Continued from Page 11)

thy commandment" — he made no
demands on his father. But he was a

prodigal nevertheless. Indeed he was
the real prodigal! The younger son
knew how rotten he was, but the elder

brother never knew his terrible con-

dition as reflected in his pride, his

lack of humility, his unwillingness to

receive his wayward brother. He was
self-righteous, self-complacent, coldly

respectable, impenitent, exclusive.

There is something appealing about
the younger son in spite of his bad-

ness — if it was badness. There is

something repelling about the elder

son in spite of his goodness — if it

was goodness.

Here is Jesus' stinging indictment
against those who see the sins of

others but who do not see their own
sins; against those who are self

righteous; against those who are

coldly respectable; those who are

proud; those who are contemptuous
of others; those v/ho are over pious;

Ihose who need to repent, but never
tee their need for repentance. There is

more hope for those who have the
spirit of the prodigal who went away,
than for those who have the spirit

of those prodigals who stay at home.

I(;eland presents the only example
in the world where two separate
national governments function on the
same island. This has been the case
since 1920 when Ireland was divided
by England into Northern and South-
ern Ireland. The division made South-
ern Ireland the Irish Free State,

which repudiated Great Britain's

right to rule the Emerald Isle. North-
ern Ireland retained its allegiance to

the English Crown.

FALL FESTIVAL AT
UNION GROVE

Mrs. Paul Tedder

The Laymen's Fellowship of Union
Grove Christian Church sponsored the

annual Fall Festival at the Fellowship
Hall, Saturday night, October 27.

Supper was served in the form of

chicken stew. The youth group of the

church sold dessert, candy, etc. The
Missionary Society sold Christmas
cards and other useful articles.

After an hour of fellowship, an
auction sale was held on the produce
that was brought from the various

homes. The proceeds of this very suc-

cessful event will be applied on the

heating system of the Fellowship Hall.

On the following Sunday morning
we observed Laymen's Sunday with
the men of the church in charge of

the worship service. The speaker was
Mr. D. W. Holt of Ashcboro, a laymen
in the Methodist Church.

WHEN I WAS A COMMUNIST, I

gave 50% of my income to commun-
ist work. After I became a Christian,

it was a long time before anyone sug-

gested I give even 10% and then
apologetically saying tliat I probably
couldn't, but if I could, it was the

thing to do.

WHEN I WAS A COMMUNIST, I

was expected to give all my after

work hours to handing out communist
literature and doing other communist
work; now when 1 volunteer extra

time for the church, everyone talks

about how earnest and zealous I am.

—Radiograms, Board of

International Missions

Evangelical and Reformed Church

E™:.Tr MEMORIAl GIFTS
Dear Dr. Truitt:

Please accept the enclosed $ as a memorial gift

to the Christian Orphanage in memory of:

(NAME OF DECEASED) (CITY) (DATE OF DEATH)

(SURVIVOR TO BE WRITTEN) (ADDRESS!

Name

Address
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YOUR PASTOR AND MINE

If he is young, he lacks experience; il' his hair is grey, he is too old; if he has
five or six children, he has too many; if he has none, he is setting a bad
example.

If his wife sings in the choir, she is being forward; if she does not, she
is not interested in her husband's work.

If he speaks from notes, he has canned sermons and is dry; if he is extem-
poraneous, he is not deep.

If he spends too much time in his study he neglects his people; if he visits

he is a gadabout.

If he is attentive to the poor, he is playing to the grandstand; if to the

Vv'ealthy, he is trying to be an aristocrat.

If he suggests improvements for the church, he is a dictator; if he makes
no suggestions, he is a figure-head.

If he uses too many illustrations, he neglects the Bible; if not enough,
he is not clear.

If he condemns wrong, he is cranky ; if he does not, he is a compiomiser.

If he preaches the truth, he is offensive ; if not, he is a hypocrite.

If he preaches tithing, he is a money-grabber; if he does not, he is failing

to develop his people.

If he fails to please everybody, he is hurting the church; if he does please

everybody, he has no convictions.

If he receives a large salary, he is mercenary ; if a small salary, it proves he is

not worth much.

If he preaches all the time, the people get tired of hearing one man; if he
invites guest preachers, he is shirking responsibility.

They say the preacher has an easy time.

— From "The Voice of the Temple"



MOTTO-

In essentials. Unity

In non-essentials. Liberty

In all things. Charity
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CONGREGATIONALISTS AT PLYMOUTH IN 1621

Come, ye thankful people, come, raise the song of harvest

home: All is safely gathered in ere the winter storms begin;

God, our Maker, doth provide for our v\/ants to be supplied;

Come to God's own temple, come, raise the song of harvest

home. — Henry Alford, 1844



Here And There Among The Churches
THE MISSION BOARD of the

Southern Convention is scheduled to

meet at Elon College January 10,

1957. Those having matters to com?
before this Board should contact

Superintendent W. T. Scott as soon

&s possible. At this meeting a budget
for 1957 will be adopted.

"THE STORY OF REVELATION"
is the title of a book by Rev. Jack T
Akin, pastor of our Great Bridge

church, Norfolk, Virginia. It is his

first book, and it will be on the

market about a month before next

Easter. Congratulations to another of

uur ministers who became an author.

MRS. W. B. WILLIAMS attended

the joint session of the Board of Home
Missions of Congregational Christian

Churches and the Board of National

Missions of the Evangelical and Re-

formed Church at Atlantic City, New
Jersey last week. MRS. F. C. LESTER
attended a meeting at the same place

for the purpose of planning for united

work for the Women's Fellowship and
daymen's Fellowship of our denomin-

ation and the Women's Guild and
Churchmen's Brotherhood of the E. &
R. Church.

THANKSGIVING PROGRAM by

children from the Orphanage was pre-

sented at the Burlington, First,

church school assembly on November
11. At the business meeting of this

church, of which Rev. H. E. Robinson

is pastor, $1,000 was added to the

apportionment for the Orphanage.

HOLLAND THANKSGIVING SER-

vice will be held for the community

on Wednesday, November 21, at the

South Quay Baptist Church with Rev.

Carl L. Ousley as speaker.

STEWARDSHIP CANVASS
TRAINING was conducted at our

Eutaw Church, of which Rev. Carl

Wallace is pastor, on three evenings

last week by Rev. Walstein Snyder of

Burlington. The canvass was made on

last Sunday.

BURLINGTON, FIRST, WOMEN
are sponsoring a training session for

women of the church to better ac-

quaint them with our women's pro-

gram and history. Mrs. H. R. Clem
led the session on November 12, using
as her topic "Our Heritage and De-
pendence Upon God."

REV. S. E. MADREN resigned as

pastor of our church at Albemarle,
North Carolina, on November 11. He
is* returning to Elkton, Virginia, to

serve Bethel, Mt. Olivet (G) and Mt.

Olivet ( R ) churches.

COMMUNION SERVICE has been
given to our Great Bridge church by
Mrs. Magdolna Olah, a member of

the church. It was used the first time

November 4.

CONGRATULATIONS to Rev. and
Mrs. William A. Rich upon the birth

of their third daughter, Denise Mae,
who m?de her appearance on election

night. Mr. Rich is the pastor of Palm
Street church, Greensboro.

THANK OFFERING from women's
groups should be sent to your Con-
ference Treasurer and marked "Thank
Offering." Miss Susie D. Allen, 612
W. Lane Street, Raleigh, continues as

the North Carolina women's treasur-

er, but the other two are new. Mrs.
Samuel P. Frost, Route 1, Box 475,

Hickory, Virginia is the Eastern Vir-

ginia treasurer, while Mrs. Stella

Liskey, Rt. 3, Box 242, Harrisonburg,

Virginia is the one for Valley women.

A DAY OF PRAYER FOR HUN-
GARY has been designated by the

Evangelical and Reformed Church.
The date is Sunday, November 25.

The Rev. James Wagner, President

of the Church, says there are nearly:

seventy Hungarian congregations in;

E. and R. Churches in America with
12,000 members. "Our love and con-

cern," says Dr. Wagner, "will not be!

limited to Hungary alone, since what
is happening there is only part of ai

larger picture in which similar sor-

rows and tribulations hover in lower-
;

ing clouds over Poland, East Ger-
many, Czechoslovakia and many other !

lands behind Iron and Bamboo Cur-
tains."

AN ALL VIRGINIA YOUTH CON-
FERENCE sponsored by the Virginia

Council of Churches will be held at

Second Baptist Church in Richmond
November 30 to December 2, 1956.

Dr. John Oliver Nelson, Director of

Christian Vocations, Yale Divinity

School, New Haven, Connecticut, is

the featured speaker. Further infor-

mation can be received by writing the

Virginia Council of Churches, 109

West Grace Street, Richmond, Vir-

PILGRIM FELLOWSHIP of East-
ern Virginia held a planning session
at the Suffolk Christian church lastj

Sunday afternoon. Conference andj
local officers were expected. Sorry the*

announcement did not reach us in

time for last week's paper.

VALLEY WOMEN'S FELLOW-
SHIP OFFICERS met on last Satur-
day at Bethlehem church at the call|

of the president, Mrs. T. W. Good.S
Mrs. F. C. Lester, Convention Wom-i
en's Fellowship president, met with
them. Dr. Lester preached at Bsthle-j

hem church last Sunday,
,
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REV. CLYDE L. FIELDS

I
HUNTERDALE GIVES PARTY

,

Sunday evening, October 28, mem-
bers of the Hunterdale Congregational
Christian church honored their pastor

and his wife. Reverend and Mrs. Clyde
Lee Fields, at a "farewell" reception

given in the Fellowship Hall of the

I
church.

A large number of members and
friends, including pastors of neigh-

boring churches, were present to ex-

press appreciation to Mr. and Mrs.
Fields for the fine work they had done
at Hunterdale, and to wish them good
success as they begin serving the
Asheboro Congregational Christian
church.

During the evening Mrs. Allen
iDaughtery presented them with a
silver candelabra set with the af-

fection of the Woman's Fellowship
and the Laymen's Fellowship.

The hall was beautifully decorated
with fall flowers and lighted candles.

iMany members of the Woman's Fel-

lowship shared in serving refresh-

Iments.

HUMPHRIES BEGINS MINISTRY
IN FRANKLIN

Mrs. John M. Beale

The Reverend Tucker G. Humphries
began his ministry in the Franklin,

Virginia, Congregational Christian

church Sunday, November 4, 1956.

1

Mr. Humphries came to Franklin
Irom Reidsville, North Carolina,

where he had served as minister of

|our church there for seven and one
ihalf years. He is no stranger to the
.people of the Southern Convention for

he had served the Church of Wide

Fellowship in Southern Pines before
going to Reidsville.

"Tuck," as he is known to his many
Iriends, is a native Virginian, a grad-
uate of Washington and Lee Univer-
sity, and a graduate of the School of

Theology of Oberlin College, Oberlin,

Ohio. He was ordained to the ministry

m 1937, after serving as youth direct-

or in Washington, D. C. and St. Louis,

Missouri. For three and one-half years
he served as a special agent for the

Federal Bureau of Investigation.

The Reverend Mr. Humphries, his

wife and their daughter Sue, and his

ninety year old mother were given a

warm welcome to their new home in

the church parsonage. People of the

church had redecorated the kitchen,

added new sink, cabinets, hot water
heater, and washing machine. The
pantry was filled with gifts of food
from the church members and friends.

The first two Sundays in November
the Sunday school attendance topped
200 and the church was filled for the

worship services.

At Great Bridge Church —

Women^s Fellowsliip

Sunday
The Women's Fellowship of our

Great Bridge ( Norfolk ) church had
a share in the morning service No-
vember 4, National Women's Fellow-

ship Sunday. Their president, Mrs.

Sam P. Frost gave the call to wor-
ship, led the invocation, and dedicated

the woman's offering. Mrs. Douglass
McClain spoke of the Women's Fel-

lowship Sunday, and Mrs. Arlington
Nichols read the Scripture.

Each woman took her Thank-Of-
fering Box to the altar where the

dedication was made. The amount was
S105.00. Last year the offering was
$50.60. The difiference, in part, doubt-

less was caused by the use of the

Thank Offering Boxes all through the

year. Whenever there was special joy,

money was put into the box.

Five members of this society at-

tended the World Community Day
program of the Lower Norfolk Coun-
eil of United Church Women. Gifts

of clothing from this church was
twice as much as last year, and the

total received at the meeting amount-
ed to 281 pounds. This will go to over-

seas relief.

PROGRESS AT BETHLEHEM
(NANSEMOND)

Mary Jones, Reporter

Our church has had a very good

year, having received fifty-one new
members in our fellowship.

Our church is deeply grateful and
proud to recommend two of our young
men to be enrolled in the Biblical Class
at Elon College, namely, Louis Duke
and Lafayette Wilkins. Our prayers
are with them that they may be suc-

cessful ministers.

The Mary Sue Brittle Sunday
School Class recently installed two
electric water fountains.

Our minister, Rev. R. E. Brittle,

was honored by being presented an
attendence pin for 28 years of perfect
attendence at Sunday School. The
presentation was made by Mr. Mills

Luter.

REV. ODELL J. POWELL

Last May the Rev. Odell Powell
began work as pastor of Central Con-
gregational Christian church in Nor-
folk, Virginia. He is a native of Leaks-
ville. North Carolina. For some years
he served in the Ohio Friends Meeting
as pastor at Beloit, Ohio, and as an
evangelist. Good reports come from
Central church of the work that he
and his people are doing there. He
was ordained as a Conference Minis-
ter at the recent session of the East-
ern Virginia Conference.
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EDITORIALS

Thanksgiving
Thursday will be Thanksgiving Day, if people give

thanks. President Eisenhower has asked the people of

the United States to set aside next Thursday as a time
for all to unite in giving thanks to Almighty God for

his many favors to the people of this country.

If material wealth could make people thankful, those

who dwell in the United States of America would cer-

tainly be loud and long in their songs of praise, for no
nation has ever known anything like the wealth that is

ours. Our Pilgrim Fathers gave thanks when they had
enough food for the winter. Now millions of dollars

worth of food is in storage because we do not know how
to use it, and it is doubtful that half our population

will have time to worship God on Thanksgiving Day.

We will be busy trying to gain more wealth.

We might all wisely say, like a friend of mine has

said many times recently, "The good Lord is certainly

good to me." Suppose you lived in Hungary, Poland,

Egypt, or Israel. Our freedom costs so little and means
so much! Thanksgiving Day is not long enough to

express our appreciation to the kind Father; that takes

every day, and ought to be as natural as breathing.

Conference Problems
Problems confronting Conferences this year did not

seem to be pressing. Debate was almost absent. Reports

were approved without much change. Even increased

apportionments caused little comment. Everything

appeared to be peace and prosperity.

Of course there was some wondering about how the

churches were all to be served by ministers, since there

is such a shortage of men to serve churches. But on

the surface even this did not appear to be too distress-

ing. Sometimes it could be detected in conversations

between sessions.

There seemed to be a "sense of the meeting" that

progress had been made, that we are headed in the

right direction, that the leadership can be trusted, and
that in the long run all will be well.

Of course this may not be a fair diagnosis of the real

situation. It may be that many were really disturbed

about the reported need for many new churches, the

other half of our population not now connected with

any church, the growth of the two hundred churches

listed on our rolls, the death of some of the churches,

and the urgent calls for workers abroad where Commun-
ism threatens to close all doors to Christian progress.

All this could be true without a visitor being able to

know it.

Perhaps what is really happening is that churches

and conferences are working diligently at their tasks,

are eager for accomplishment, and therefore have no
time to waste in controversy. So may it be.

Our Troubled World
It is difficult for one who has never traveled abroad

to make an intelligent comment about world conditions

Moreover, changes come so rapidly these days that what-

ever is written for publication may easily be out oi

date when it is delivered in print. Even so, there are

a few things that may need to be said.

Human slaughter in Hungary is almost unforgiv-

able. Oppression in recent years was more than thf

spirit of freedom could endure. When the citizenshiii

decided to make a new type of government for them-:

selves one in which human rights would be recognized;

a neighboring country came in with modern implement!!

of war and slaughtered the people and destroyed theiij

property. Those who were lucky crossed the border anci

are now refugees, dependent upon charity until thejl

can find employment. Many of the less fortunate wer<i

sent to the slave camps of Siberia. Russia can neve]

live down this unspeakable destruction of a nation.
;

The Suez Canal has certainly been overemphasizec
by Egypt, England and France. Without doubt thir

water-way is important for commerce, but if its control

means the destruction of civilization on the earth, th(

price is too high. Those in position to know say tha
another world war will likely mean the end of civiliza

tion as we know it. A few more blunders in the regioil

of the Red Sea and the land which has been called Holy
and the war will bo on — a war to the death of nation;

and peoples.

Progress in international relations is really beinj

made in our time. The United Nations can now tak.

quick action, and for the first time in history has sen
to a troubled spot a police force to restore order. Mis
takes are sure to be made, but this looks like a road tha
might lead eventually to international peace.

Finally, Christians are probably more responsible

for our explosive world than they really know. Th
brotherhood of man as taught by Christ has beei

preached all over the world by Christians. When peopl
know that as children of God they have equal right

with all other people, they will not submit to contrc

by others and be denied their share of the world's gooi

things, including the "unalienable right to life, liberty

and the pursuit of happiness." Christians have prayei

for the break-up of Communism. Now that it i

happening it frightens us. It should give us courag
and faith. The new day of freedom may come wit
thunder and lightning, but come it must, for God is jusi

At Evening: Today is gone. Tomorrow we begi:

again to pick up the broken records, to unravel th

tangled threads, to straighten the things that hav
become crooked, and to bring a bit of sunlight into th

,

daily rounds of human experience. '

4 The Christian Su



Missionary Voice Needed
At Conference sessions our college was represented

jy its president, our Children's Home by its superin-

tendent, our CHRISTIAN SUN by its editor, our Church
History Room by its curator, stewardship and evangel-

jism, by their secretary, and the Convention by its

uperintendent.

To those of us who remember the eloquent appeals
f Dr. J. O. Atkinson and Colonel J. E. West for the

issionary enterprise, there was a "great silence" in

Conference sessions this year. The picture of our
svorld was vague indeed.

When Rev. and Mrs. R. L. Jackson were trying to

reestablish the Shaowu Mission in China we raised our
eyes to try to see across the Pacific Ocean, and we
gladly gave increasing amounts of money so we could

ishare with them. Now there is no message coming to

us from China. But there are other parts of the world
where the fires are blazing, and opportunities are open.

But there seems to be no voice in our midst to tell us
what really is happening abroad.

J

i We must not let our vision grow dim, our world
shrink to our neighborhood, or the message of God
end with us. We need a missionary voice among us.

Christians are followers of Christ. What am I?

Historical Society

Membership
Charter membership in the Historical Society of the

Southern Convention is increasing steadily. Those who
join this year will be listed in the archives of the Church
History Room as charter members of the Society.

It is almost unbelievable how we have lost the
history of our churches and the work we have done
in this area. No one has been responsible for collecting

and preserving this material until the last session of
the Southern Convention when the Historical Society
was authorized.

The Society is taking seriously its responsibility. A
room has been prepared. Materials on hand will soon
be on file and available for those who wish to read. An
attempt will be made to gather other equally good
records of our progress and the contribution the Con-
gregationalists and Christians have made. Then we
will seek similar information concerning the Evangelical
and Reformed Church. And most certainly we shall try
to preserve the history that is being made in our time.

At each of the Conference sessions there have been
new members added to the list of the Charter Members of
the society. It is the hope that when the new year
dawns every church in the Convention will be repre-
sented in the Historical Society by at least two or three
memberships. This is not a large number, but it will
show to the coming generations that the churches of
our day really took this matter .seriously.

miDmm
on THANKSGIVING DAY

Let not the promises of fine feasting

Overshadow the true spirit of Thanksgiving.

Give thanks to God!

Thanksgiving is a Family Affair at Home and at Church.

November 20, 1956



AN EXPLANATION
On this and following pages are

some of the reports which were made
to Conferences recently. They appear

as they will be in the ANNUAL,
which is scheduled to be printed by
the Durham Printing Company of

Asheboro, the company that prints

this paper.

By putting these reports in THE
SUN the information becomes avail-

able now, the issuance of the AN-
NUAL may be a little earlier and a

bit less expensive, and the reports can

have a wider reading.

THE VALLEY VIRGINIA
CONFERENCE

It was one of those wet, sometimes
rainy, days when delegates from the

twenty churches of our Valley of Vir-

ginia Conference filled the Linville

church to hold their annual session of

Conference on October 30, 1956.

Despite the weather, they were there

lor the opening at nine-thirty in the

morning, and many stayed through
the night session (and went home
through the mist and fog).

The Rev. E. J. Rohart and his

people showed their welcome by
iurnishing loaded tables with delici-

ous food for the two meals.

President C. A. Phillips, a good
layman from Bethlehem church, pre-

sided with dignity, kept the program
moving, transacted business with dis-

patch, and in his subtle way made
everyone glad to be there.

Two very interesting features were
the welcome given by young school

children in the opening worship ser-

vice and the devotional service in the

evening led by the young people of

Linville. The usual reports were made
and approved.
Announcement was made that the

Rev. R. E. Newton is retiring to

Florida at the end of this year.

Rev. John Henderson, a retired

}'ailroad man, was given Conference

Ordination as a Supply Pastor.

Rev. R. A. Whitten was chairman

of the ordaining presbytery, Rev. R.

E. Newton read the scripture. Rev.

F. C. Lester gave the charge and
presented the Bible, and Rev. E. L.

Rohart led the ordaining prayer.

The greatest need of this Confer-

ence is pastors. Otherwise the work
is going fine.

EASTERN VIRGINIA
The hundred and thirty-sixth an-

nual session of the Eastern Virginia

Conference, the oldest of our confer-

ences, began at two o'clock October

31 and continued until mid-afternoon

November 1. Mr. W. B. Williams of

Reports To Conference
FROM WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA

REPORT OF PASTOR-AT-LARGE

Rev. Mack V. Welch

It has been an honor and a joy to serve as your pastor-aJ;-large this
year. I have been very busy, having seen some progress and have been un-
able to do some things that I had hoped would get done this year. So much
to do and so little time in which to work!

My efforts — I have served as supply minister for 16 churches since
November 1, 1955, assisted in evangelistic services for 17 weeks, directed
two Daily Vacation Bible Schools, helped seven churches with budgets,
presented more than 200 sermons and addresses, made 99 visits to the
churches, had 224 conferences with ministers and church groups, visited 12
churches for the Every Church Visitation Program, served as counselor
to the Pilgrim Fellowship, driving more than 18,000 miles on the job.

The Biscoe, Providence Chapel, Shady Grove and Ether churches have
yoked, forming the Moore-Montgomery Parish. Rev. Robert Hultman is the
pastor. The Seagrove church joins our list of full-time churches. Rev.
Gene Thomas is the pastor. Hank's Chapel has been on a full-time basis
since March. Rev. Bill Simmons is their efficient pastor. There are eight
churches that ai'e without a pastor at this time. We hope to organize two
new groups. Dr. Scott and I have met with most of these churches to
encourage this action.

Our needs — First, we need two ministers, this is always a real
problem. Area meetings would be most helpful to increase our effective-
ness. Why not Union Revivals, Union Lenten Services, Union Advent Serv-
ices, churches uniting for World Day of Prayer programs, Sunday School
Rallies, or any ether kinds of sei-vices that would teach us to worship in

Christian Fellowship? We ought to learn that the stronger our fellowship
is at home, the fuiiher our Christian witness will go. We can become a
greater power for Christ only with a united spirit.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON SOCIAL ACTION
In Biblical days the security of any city depended upon the watchman

who stood in his place on the city walls. It was his responsibility to keep
constant watch for any intruder who threatened the safety of the people.
The requirements for a good watchman were that he know what
time it was, what was going on aiound him at all times, and when danger
threatened. When danger- came, the good watchman sounded the alarm
and came down from the wall to engage the enemy in battle.

The Church of Jesus Christ through the centuries has been the "watch-
man" on the wall. It has been, and still is, the duty of the Christian
Church to proclaim the saving acts of God and to summon man and society

to those acts. But as "Watchman," the Church must also sound the alarm
of warning of any social evil that appears on the horizon that comes as a
threat to society. The Church cannot live in a vacuum, but as it transforms
lives of men, it must also transform their society. There are tremendous
issues before the Church today that it cannot escape; it must face them
and take its stand. In the past the Church has dilly-dallied around, has
straddled the fence, has shown indifference, and has fiddled while Rome
burned in regard to many of these issues. If the Church is to continue in

the role of "Watchman," then it must again take its place on the wall and
sound in strong clear notes the trumpet of warning.

After much prayerful consideration, your committee wishes to call

your attention to the following needs and recommendations:
1. Death on the Highivays. The menace to our present civilization is

the unnecessary slaughter of humanity upon our highways. Ours is a day
when the makers of automobiles have entered into a rivalry in producing
engines of fantastic, unnecessary and murderous horsepower. The results

have been that last year alone some 38,000 men, women and children were
killed on Am.erican highways in traffic accidents. The Church cannot
remain silent to such a threat to our society.

This committee recommends and urges that each minister preach
special seimons and hold group discussions in his church on highway
safety. It also recommends that each minister himself, as the Shepherd
of his flock, lead the way in practicing traffic safety by observing speed

laws.
2. Alcohol. The use of alcoholic beverages in our country confronts us

with a dreadfully serious problem. Its use has caused our highways to

become unsafe, it has made the United States the alcoholic capital of the

world, it has broken countless millions of homes, and its heartache and
misery cannot be measured. This committee has been informed that
drinking is becoming a foremost problem among our youth in many
communities. Many high school teachers and youth directors are refusing

to have outside socials and activities because of the threat of alcohol.

Therefore, this committee urges the following action to be taken

:

a. That each Church take firm action in seeing that laws are enforced
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in its community prohibiting the sale of liquor or any other alcoholic

beverages.
b. That we urge reduction or elimination of liquor advertising, espe-

cially as it enters our homes through magazines, radio, and television.

c. That this Conference go on record requesting the 1957 General
Assembly of North Carolina to provide for a state-wide referendum on the
ouestion of the manufacture and sale of alcoholic beverages in North
Carolina.

d. That we counsel our church people to abstain from the use of
alcoholic beverages.

3. Race Probhni. The decision of the Supreme Court, May 17, 1954,
concerning racial integration in the public schools has thrown the South
into a state of confusion and misunderstanding. Our state has joined other
states of the South in voting to close our public schools if necessary to
prevent integration. In neighboring states National Guardsmen have
stood with fixed bayonets to prevent mob violence and bloodshed. People
by the thousands are being swe^t away by the tide of emotions. We have
witnessed Christian ministers, seeking a Christian solution to the problem
being denied the right to sneak their convictions. There is a dangerous
feeling among our people of suspicion and mistrust. It presents a grave
problem to each of us.

This committee has no ready-made or magical formulas to offer as an
antidote to the problem. It wishes it had such a solution. However, this

committee feels that a solution is not impossible. It urges that our churches
and our ministers work together in patience, understanding, and Christian
love in seeking a Christian solution. Let our Lord Jesus Christ lead us in

our thinking and in our actions, for it is in Him that the answer will be

found.
BILL SIMMONS, Chairman
MRS. SHERMAN MANESS
JOHN BOWERS

REPORT OF MISSIONS COMMITTEE
We have not accomplished much compared with the needs and oppor-

tunities of our Christian World Mission. The need of more ministers, we
feel, has greatly slowed the growth of many of our churches, prevented

establishing new ones.

Some progress has been made in our Conference. Spoon's Chapel has

completed its building program. Sophia is well on toward completion of an
estimated $20,000 building program, with its members doing most of the

construction themselves. These groups are to be highly commended for

their efforts. Othei' churches are improving church and educational plants.

The Every-Church visitation program last spring stressed mission

needs as well as stewardship and evangelism. This impressive method, at

the church level, should help our churches to see the need of meeting all

their apportionments.
Although we are celebrating our 150th anniversary of work in forei'in

missions, we are not meeting the needs in financing or in sending mission-

aries. Ninety to one hundred new missionaries are needed annually
_
as

replacements or for the establishment of new missions; we are sending

only thirty.

We Vjelieve the following recommendations will strengthen our missions

at home and abroad

:

1. That the churches of this Conference receive an offei'ing to help

our Sophia church. This is home mission work near home. This special

offering should go to the Conference treasurer, specified for Sophia.

2. In order to help overcome our shortage of ministers, we should

emphasize in our churches and homes the need of the Christian ministry.

3. That we might take a more direct interest in foreign missions, we
recommend that this Conference be responsible for one missionary's salary.

This is to be over and above what we are now doing.

W. H. HUGHES, JR., Chairman
MRS. F. C. LESTER
REV. GENE THOMAS
MRS. TROY HALL

COMMITTEE ON THE MINISTRY
One of the greatest problems, if not the greatest, we face is the lack of

ministers. We have eight churches in our conference without a regular

pastor. This condition becomes even more critical year after year. Our
churches are not recruiting enough young men for the ministry. With this

fact brought to our attention, we can easily see that our greatest threat

comes from within our churches and not from any outside powers.

The Ministers' Study Course approved last year has been assigned to

several of our ministers,' and some of the work has been completed. We
suggest that this plan be continued fofj another year.

We recommend these transfers:
Rev. Clyde Fields from the Eastern Virginia Conference.
Rev. Max B. Vestal to the Eastern North Carolina Conference.
Rev. Mack V. Welch to th'- North Carolina and Virginia Conference.

We recommend the following:

Newport News presided with dignity.

The commodious Suffolk church was
the place of meeting, and the Rev.
George Alley and his fine people
furnished adequate and efficient hos-
pitality in the good Virginia style.

The various enterprises of the
Church were presented by reports and
addresses. Reports from the churches
indicated that progress is being made
in certain areas, especially around
Norfolk where new communities are
springing up and new churches are
being established. Johnson's Grove
was disbanded because population had
moved away.

A highlight of the session was the
Conference Ordination of Odel J.

Powell, Stanley S. Snead, and James
Walters. C. Lewis Duke, Lafayette T.
Wilkins, Jr., and George Robertson,
Jr., were added to the Biblical Class.
Now there are seven young fellows
in this class of those preparing for
the ministry. There are three names
continued as licentiates. Seven ordain-
ed ministers were admitted to the con-
ference by transfers, and one transfer
was made to the Western North Caro-
lina Conference.

By vote this Conference joins the
others in having only one day for its

session next year.

EASTERN NORTH CAROLINA
Bright sunshine greeted delegates

who gathered at Christian Light
church for the one hundred thirty-

first session of the Eastern North
Carolina Conference November 6,

election day. The churches were well
represented, and the delegates seemed
to be in no hurry to leave when con-
ference closed about five o'clock.

The Rev. Carle E. Wallace presided
with the assurance of one who knew
what needed to be done and how to

do it. Reports were definite and point-

ed the way to greater accomplishment.
There was a certain unity of purpose
and eagerness for success that was
inspiring. Here were people who had
v/orked together during the past year,

and were ready to launch a progres-

sive program for the next year, or so

it appeared to a visitor.

Conference Ordination was given
Carl J. Dixon. Rev. Harvey Carnes
from Eastern Virginia and Rev. Max
B. Vestal from the Western N. C.

Conference were received into mem-
bership.

Rev. George Tally and the people

of Christian Light did themselves
proud with their warm welcome and
the abundance of delicious food. There
is certainly no scarcity of food in that

area.
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That the Conference Ordination of Revs. Loniiie Burgess and Martin
Fogleman be renewed for another year.

That Revs. Gale Brady and Gene Thomas be continuetl as licentiates

for another year.

That Mr. Robeil C. Hultman, who is student pastor of the Moore-
Montgomery Pari.«li and a student at Elon College, be continued in the
Biblical Class.

That Mr. William T. Joyner, who is student pastor at Pleasant Union,
be accepted as a member of the Biblical Class, transferring from the
Eastern Virginia Conference Biblical Class.

That Mr. Homer Frye be continued in the Biblical Class.

That the ministerial standing of Rev. John Bowers, who holds Confer-
ence Ordination, and who plans to leave our conference, be referred to the
Executive Committee and that they be empowered to act in behalf of the
Conference.

That the name of Rev. Curtis Medlin be dropped fi'om our conference
roll of ministers, as he has united with the Presbyterian Church.

Th?t Rev. Avery Brown, who is the pastor of Union Grove, Sophia and
Flint Hill churches and who is recommended by these churches for
ordination, receive Conference Ordination at this session of Conference.
He has rendered remarkable service to these churches for four years as a
licentiate.

That Samuel Wade White, a member of Hanlv's Chapel and a student at

Elon College who reports that he wishes to enroll in the Biblical Class,

meet with the Committee on the Ministry and, if approved by the com-
mittee, he be enrolled in the Biblical Class.

That all members of the Biblical Class be assigned ar, advisor by the
Committee on the Ministry.

Mack V. Welch, Chairman

Officers
EASTERN VIRGINIA

President: W. B. Williams, Newport
News

Vice President: Rev. Geo. D. Alley,

Suffolk

Secretary: Rev. James H. Light-

bourne, Jr., Holland
Treasurer: G. Chapman White,
Waverly

VALLEY OF VIRGINIA
President: Clarence A. Phillips,

Broadway
Vice President: Rev. Robert A. Whit-

ten, Winchester
Secretary: Mrs. Shirley White, Broad-
way

Treasurer: O. W. Andes, Harrison-

burg

EASTERN NORTH COROLINA
President: Rev. Carl E. Wallace,

Fayetteville

Vice President: Rev. Gaylord B.

Noyce, Raleigh
Secretary: Rev. Earle T. Farrell,

Fuquay-Varina
Treasurer: Jimmie Washburn, Raleigh

WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA
President: Rev. Lacy M. Presnell,

Liberty

Vice President: Rev. Winfred Bray,
Randleman

Secretary: Rev. F. C. Lester, Ashe-
boro

Treasurer: Ira L. McDowell, Asheboro

NORTH CAROLINA AND VIRGINIA
President — Rev. H. E. Robinson,

Burlington
Secretary — Rev. W. J. Andes, Elon

College

Treasurer — T. S. Earp, South
Boston, Va.

N. C. & VA. CONFERENCE
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:

H. E. Robinson, W. J. Andes, W.
W. Hall, K. D. Register

PROGRAM:
W. W. Hall, chm., W. J. Andes, H.

E. Robinson, (pastor of host church)

EVANGELISM:
Mack Welch, chm., W. W. Hall, W.

E. Wisseman, W. W. Snyder, W. A.

Rich, Reuben Askew
MINISTRY:

D. W. Shepherd, chm., James M.
Hess, F. E. Reynolds, W. W. Snyder,

H. S. Smith
Laymen — W. P. Mahan
Women — Mrs. H. E. Robinson
Pilgrim Fellowship — Mildred

Murray

SOCIAL ACTION:
Wm. T. Scott, Jr., chm., W. R. Muel-

ler, W. W. Sloan, Mrs. N. C. Monroe

STEWARDSHIP AND
APPORTIONMENT:

Mark W. Andes, chm., J. R. Walker,

W. T. Madren, Thos. D. Sutton

MEMOIRS

:

Mrs. H, Russell Clem
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

:

J. R. Lackey, Mrs. Vance Pegram,
Ruth Dunn, M. W. Andes, J. S. Graves

MISSIONS:
H. V. Harmon, chm., Mrs. W. E.

Briggs, Mrs. W. W. Sloan, R. M.
Peterson, Guy H. Veazey

NOMINATIONS:
B. A. Leebrick, chm., J. P. Littiken.

Mrs. Wm. Smith
PUBLIC RELATIONS:

Mrs. H. E. Robin.son

RESOLUTIONS

;

C. F. Allred, chm., Mrs. D, E. Mit-

chell, Mrs. J. D. Ellington

OTHER CONFERENCES
Both the Western N. C. and the

North Carolina and Virginia confer-

ences were good, but reports must
await a later issue. That will give us

a good reason for getting out another

paper.

Lebanon News
Mrs. Ezra Stowe i

A laymen's group has been organs

ized at Lebanon Christian Church
Semora, North Carolina. They wil

meet once a month on the third Sun^

day at church. They are looking for-

ward to having all of the men of the

church to come to the meetings anc

participate in its program and help i<

to grow with the church. The Lay
men's Fellowship aspires to be the

strong arm of the church and inspin

rnd train men to become better Chris i

tians, to be truly sons of God, serving!

their fellowmen in all walks of life

and we want it to be that in oui

church. Some of the men of ouj

church, Henry Earp, Ellis Wells:

Andrew Mise and R. S. Taylor, at

tended the Laymen's Rally at Ingran;

recently. They enjoyed the wonderfu
hospitality and fellowship.

The Young Adult group met in thci

lovely new home of Mr. and Mrsil

Frank Hudson, Jr. recently. The presi;

dent, Maynard Wells, was back witll

the group after his illness in the hos;

pital. He called the meeting to orde;

with a prayer. Devotion and progran
was given by Mrs. Ezra Stowe, usinj

the topic "Love Your Enemies." ^

nominating committee was appointed:

Plans were made for the group to

have a Christmas program and suppe
and exchange gifts in the Christma;

t^pirit. Recreation was led by Misi

Nancy McSherry, after which tb
hostess served delicious refreshments

New Sunday school officers electe(

are: Superintendent, Ezra Stowe; As
sistant superintendent, Clyde Owei

McSherry; secretary, Mrs. Willan

Brandon.

Our pastor, Rev. Robert Bennetl

preached another one of his inspirinj

sermons. A new member was receivei

into our church, Mrs. Taylor Mc
Sherry.

Crushing cotton seed to make o:

is an industry in this country datin

back only about 50 years, but age

ago the Chinese crushed the seed o

the cotton plant to obtain oil.
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Reports From Our Laymen
LAYMEN CONDUCT SERVICE

AT LIBERTY

Mrs. Fletcher Fuller

Laymen of the congregation were in

charge of services at Liberty ( Vance

)

church near Henderson on October 21.

F. B. Fuller, Jr., president of the Lay-

men's Fellowship, presided and gave

the invocation. Responsive reading

was led by Joe Ayscue and the scrip-

ture read by Alton Foster. Special

music was provided by a choir of

Iwenty-two laymen, with Marvin

Hershman, Jr. of Fuller's Chapel ac-

companying at the organ. C. O. Eaves

led the morning prayer and D. L.

Stokes the offertory prayer. M. W.
Ayscue, Jr. gave the benediction.

Ushers were J. Ira Weldon, M. W.
Ayscue, E. A. Joyner and Lee Gris-

som.

The speaker was a layman from the
Henderson church, J. Lee Lassiter,

Jr., who was introduced by K. G.

Weldon, Sr. Mr. Lassiter's topic was
"The Mystery of the New Birth" and
he used as his scripture John 3 : 1-15.

He began his thoughts by reference

to Nicodemus, a man whose heart was
hungry. Jesus told him "Ye must be
born again." He stated that there are

many people today like Nicodemus
who have all the desires of this life,

but the one great satisfaction is lack-

ing — they have never been "born
again."

Mr. Lassiter used the illustration

of a man who had a charge account,
and who had let it run until it accum-
mulated a great debt. One day he went
to the merchant and told him that
from that day on he was going to

pay cash for everything he bought.
Of course, this pleased the merchant,
but it did not settle the old debt. So
it is with our sins, we can confess
Christ and quit our old way of living,

but until our sins are cleansed by the
new birth we are not free of them.
He mentioned the difference between
"Profession" and "Possession." Many
people make a loud profession, yet

deep down in their hearts they do not
possess Christ.

Mr. Lassiter concluded by saying
that regeneration in Christ can make
old things new. It brings out the
beauty, purity, grace and love in us,

if we surrender all to Him.

LAYMEN'S SUNDAY AT WINDSOR

Laymen's Sunday was a big day in

the Windsor Church. The laymen had
complete charge of the preparation
for and presentation of the program
at the morning worship service. More
than forty men were active in formu-
lating and carrying out the service.

Hon. Mills E. Godwin, Jr. was the

layman speaker. Twenty-five men
served as the choir, singing not only

an anthem but also the call to worship
and responses. The people of the

church are still talking about the good
music. Six men acted as a publicity

committee, contacting every man of

the church. A layman presided,

another read the scripture, another
gave the morning prayer, and another
presented the speaker. Three men
decorated the church, one played the

piano, and four ushered.

This was truly Laymen's Sunday.
The pastor, the Reverend W. A.
Grissom, only pronounced the bene-
diction.

Camouflage is not a modern device
of war, for it can be traced back to

very early times. Gideon, who de-

livered Israel from the Midianites and
other hordes of the desert, drove the
Midianite army into night flight with
only 300 of his clansmen. The method
employed was that each man was
equipped with a light at a time when
only the commander of a company
usually carried one, thus creating the
impression of a vast force.

LAYMEN SPEAK AT
WINSTON-SALEM

John R. Lackey, Pastor

Here is a report on how we observed
Laymen's Sunday in our church.

We departed from the recommended
theme, our theme being, "The Princi-

ples of Good Salesmanship and Chris-

tianity."

Three salesmen from the church
f'.poke about six minutes each. Each
p\an applied one of the vital principles

of selling to the work of the church,

as follows:

A good salesman must —
"Himself be sold on his product

before he can sell it to others," L. W.
LaRowe, speaker.

"Have a genuine love for people

before he can sell to them," Steve
Mauldin, speaker.

"Be persistent in carrying the pro-

duct to the people in order to sell it

to them," Stafford Peebles, speaker.

One can readily see how an appli-

cation of these principles in the

church would result in a better job of

selling the community on Christ and
the Gospel!

THE BAY VIEW Laymen's Fellow-
ship presented their program Sunday
morning, November 4, using the

theme: "The Truth Will Make You
Free." Nine men shared in the service

with Bernard W. Jewell speaking on
"The Scriptural Basis of Truth" and
John L. Eley speaking on "What Is

This Freedom?" Attendance was
good. The minister, Rev. Everette
Neese, conducted the Holy Com-
munion at the close of the service.

A PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

Our Father, we thank Thee for this beautiful world,

for the sunshine and the rain,

for the heat of summer and the cold of winter,

for the peaceful days that calm us and
for the stormy days which stimulate us.

We thank thee for the trees and the flowers,

for the mountains and the meadows,
for the lakes and rivers.

We thank thee for the days of health that we enjoy and
for the days of illness which teach us patience and sympathy.

Above all, we thank Thee for families and friends,

for those who need us and
for those who help us,

for work that must be done and
for rest after the toil of the day.

So much has been given us that we need not ask for more.
We thank Thee, Father. Amen.

Mrs. Clinton Johnson
In THE DISTAFF — Mass.
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Valley Historian Reports
MRS. B. F. FRANK

The Valley Women's Fellowship is

meeting today, October 5, 1956, at the

New Hope church. This church was
organized, in 1895, by Rev. E. T.

Isaley, who was pastor of the four

churches of the Valley Conferences
at a salary of $300 per year.

New Hope has had a noble part in

the work of our Conference since that

time. One of our leading ministers,

Rev. M. L. Bryant, was a son of this

church. The Sunday School Conven-
tion was entertained here in 1915,

1938 and 1942. When Conference met
at New Hope in 1899 S. W. Lincoln

was presidsnt; J. S. Kagey, secretary;

C. D. Maphis, treasurer; and the an-

imal sermon was preached by Rev.

B. F. Black. In 1903 Conference met
with New Hope and Rev. L. L. Las-

siter was president; Rev. M. L.

Dryant, secretary; C. D. Maphis,
treasurer; and the annual sermon was
given by Rev. Mr. Bryant. In 1910

The Omitted Phrase

W. R. CuMom
If one will examine the text of our

Lord's first recorded sermon and com-

pare it with the text from which he

v/as speaking he will find that a

phrase has been left out of the text

(cf. Isaiah 61:2 and Luke 4:18). Why
was the phrase "the day of vengeance

of our God" left out? We are not told.

Certainly it was not because the God
of the New Testament is different

from the one in the Old Testament.

See Romans 12:19. Nor is it because

.lesus did not preach that sort of

thing. The 23rd chapter of Matthew
)h one of the most severe pieces of

denunciation that I know of any-

where.

My own opinion is that two things

account for the omission : ( 1 ) Our
Lord used this sort of sentiment only

when he felt that it was absolutely

recessary; (2) when he did use it,

it was directed more against religious

hypocrisy thrn against the sins of

the flesh. Note the case of the woman
taken in the act of adultery and how
he dealt with her (John 8:3-11).

From all this I would draw two con-

clusions : ( 1 ) Let those who are dis-

turbed by the impulses of the flesh

not despair; they have the sympathy
of Him who is able to deliver; (2)

Let not those who "say and do not"

allow themselves to presume on this

patience and love.

the Conference met here again with
Rev. W. T. Walters, president; Rev.

A. W. Andes, secretary; Samuel Ear-
man, treasurer; and the annual ser-

mon by Rev. Edward French. In 1919
when Conference met at New Hope
the same men were officers and the

sermon was preached by the secre-

tary. In 1946, the last time Conference
met here, Roy A. Larrick was presi-

dent; Rev. R. E. Newton, secretary;

Miss Amy Louderback, treasurer; and
the sermon was given by Rev. Roy
D. Coulter.

The wom.en met at New Hope in

J 936 with Mrs. K. B. Sale, president;

Mrs. A. W. Andes, vice president;

Mrs. B. F. Frank, secretary; and Miss

Verdie Showalter, treasurer. We met
here again in 1945 with Mrs. R. A.

Whitten, president; Mrs. A. W. Andes,

vice president; Miss Helen Showalter,

secretary; Mrs. Noah Painter, treas-

urer. This year of 1956 as we meet
at New Hope our president is Mrs.

Cecil L. Whitlock; Mrs. Tom Good
is vice president; Mrs. Shirley White,
secretary; and Mrs. J. E. Bryant,
treasurer.

Our women sponsored a "Traveling
Library" from 1935-1939. Twenty
five books were circulated. Now the

societies are able to purchase packets

of material each year, containing the

home and foreign mission study books
and other helpful information.

"Thank you very much for the

check. I don't know what I would do
without this extra lift from the

Christmas Fund." These words, or

words similar to them, appear in

letter after letter from those who re-

ceive Christmas checks.

Your gifts make it possible to add
this extra income to the regular

grants which the Ministerial Relief

Division make to our retired ministers

and widows of ministers. Christmas
checks help them to meet unpaid bills

or to purchase something special to

make their lives more comfortable and
enjoyable. But the checks are even

more important in another way. They
are the tangible evidence that the

churches which these men and v/omen
served with sacrifice and devotion

continue to be concerned for their

well-being.

The 1955 Fund was the largest

Farmers Share

Their Produce
The Christian Rural Overseas Pro-

gram is in full swing now as workers
go from farm to farm to collect wheat,
corn, cotton, beans, rice, and dairy

products to be used in feeding hungry
people across the world. The cost of

transporting these products is esti-

mated to be less than one cent per

pound.
This is the eighth annual call in

North Carolina for this purpose.

"CROP'S appeal is for the benefit of

the neediest of India's 45 million flood

victims, Pakistan's flood stricken,

Hongkong's million and a half

Chinese refugees, war orphans and
other destitute in Korea, a million

displaced Arabs, refugees in Turkey,
Greece, Germany and Austria, and the

victims of natural and man-made dis-

asters in other countries of Asia,

Europe, and South American." (That
sentence was written before the recent

explosions in Hungary, Poland, and
Egypt. ) Three hundred million pounds
of food and fiber have been distri-

buted among the destitute of fifty

countries since 1947.

This is a way that farmers can
share the things they grow with
needy people around the world. And
it is one of the best ways to express

Christian friendship, and combat
Communist promises.

ever collected — it totalled $141,051-

.58. All checks were mailed at Christ-

mas time. Since many of the checks

go to married couples and a few to

widows with children, we can say that

more than 1,200 persons shared in

them.

Not all of the Fund is sent out in

vhe form of Christmas checks. Part

of it is used as an Emergency Fund
during the year. Older people are,

perhaps, more prone to accident and
unexpected illness than other age

groups. We stand ready to help with

such emergency expenses — expenses

which in many cases could not be met
in any other way.

Contributions should be sent to the

Southern Convention Office at Elon
College, North Carolina, designated

for the Christmas Fund.

The Christmas Fund

For The Veterans Of The Cross
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Help For The Troubled Heart
Scripture Lesson: John 14:1-14.

Devotion Reading: Joiin 14.

Memory Selection: Let not your hearts be troubled; Believe in God, believe

also in me. John 14:1.

A CURE FOR WORRY
"Let not your heart be troubled"

— if anybody but Jesus had said that

it would sound presumptuous. How
can people be calm and untroubled in

a troubled world? For instance, a

Director of Civilian Defense told a

group to "be calm" if an atomic or

hydrogen bomb should fall! How
could anybody be calm if such a thing
happened? "Let not your heart be

troubled" — that sounds almost as

impossible as calmness under an atom
or hydrogen bomb. But Jesus meant
what He said. He was telling his

disciples, and us, to stop worrying, to

stop being anxious about tomorrow,
to stop worrying over things beyond
our control. And the way to do this is

to trust in God, and in Christ. We
have not been left alone in a hostile

world. God is here! Christ is here!

The Holy Spirit is here! We are never
alone. Faith in God as revealed in

Christ is the cure for worry and for

lear. If our lives are grounded in Him,
we can face life confidently and
courageously.

THE HOME OVER THERE
"In my Father's house are many

mansions; if it were not so I would
have told you. I go to prepare a place

lor you. And if I go and prepare a

place for you, I will come again, and
receive you unto myself ; that where
T am, there ye may be also." Where
is this house of many mansions?
What does it look like? How many
looms does it have? How will it be
furnished? We do not know. Jesus
does not tell us. He simply says that

He will prepare it for us, that He will

take us to it, that He will be with
us in it. And that is sufficient. We
have Christ's word as to its reality,

and as to our place in it.

The story is told of an elderly

<Iobtor of the "horse and buggy days,"

who always took his beloved dog with
him when he made his calls. One day
he was called to attend a dying man,
who lived over a store alone. The
doctor left his dog in the buggy below.

The dying man asked the good doctor,

his old friend to tell him something
about what lay before him, something
about the Father's house of many

mansions. The doctor was telling him,

as best he could, of the life after

death through faith in Christ. Just

then a scratching was heard at the

door. Startled, the dying man asked

what the sound was. The doctor told

him it was simply his dog trying to

get into the room. And then his face

brightened as an idea suddenly struck
him. "Bob," he said, "it seems to me
that that is a good answer to your
question. That little dog does not
know a thing about this room, about
its size, its arrangement, about its

furnishings, about its occupants. But
he wants to get in because he knows
I am in here. It is enough for him to

know that his master is here." Well,

we do not know much about the
Father's house of many mansions. But
we do know — we have Christ's word
for it — that He will be there. Isn't

that all we need to know?

THE WAY, THE TRUTH, THE LIFE
"I am the way, the truth, and the

life." Christ is the new and living way
unto the Father. He is the embodi-
ment of truth itself. He is life, the
source of abundant, abiding life.

Through him we come unto the
Father. Those who come to him find
their way unto God, rejoice in the
truth that sets men free, and discover
the secret of the more abundant life.

And all this comes through faith.

CHRIST THE REVELATION
OF GOD

"He that hath seen me, hath seen
the Father." Jesus had done many
things for his disciples. Philip wanted
him to do one more thing — "Lord
show us the Father, and it sufficeth
us." "Give us some hint, some clue,

some revelation of what God is like,

and that will .satisfy us," he says.

SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON

December 2, 1956

By Rev. H. S. Hardcastle, D. D.

Pastor of Berea and Oakland

Congregational Christian

Churches, Chuckatuck, Va.

Mildly rebuking Philip, Jesus said.

"Have I been so long time with you,

and yet thou hast not known me,

Philip? He that hath seen me, hath

seen the Father." God is like Christ,

God was in Christ. Jesus Christ is

the image of the invisible God. The
Word became flesh and dwelt among
men, and men beheld his glory, the

glory as of the only begotten Son of

God, full of grace and truth. God
shined into the hearts of men to give

them the knowledge of the glory of

God in Jesus Christ. God is Spirit and
as such is invisible. No man hath
ever seen God. But in the historical

Jesus, God clothed himself in the

flesh, and revealed himself to man.
Whatever else God is like. He is like

Jesus Christ. And if God is like Christ,

v/e have a God we can WORSHIP, a
God we can TRUST, and a God we
can SERVE. The disciples came to

see all this. They came gradually, but
surely, to sense and to see that their

Master was more than the Son of

Man; He was the Son of God.

GREATER WORKS
"And greater works than these

shall ye do." That is a strange word
from Jesus. Do greater works than
He did! The idea is preposterous! At
least it seems so. But Jesus said it.

And history has proved it. As Dr.
Buttrick writes in the Interpreter's

Bible, "Take out of our human story
fill that has been effected since He
died by those whom He inspired and
helped, and how its glory would bo
dimmed, and what a mass of heroism,
devotion, gallantry, endurance,
achievement would be lost to us! And
the tale runs on and on. In his own
day Christ made only a passing im-
pression on his own little atom of a
land, and almost none on the great
world beyond it. But followers of his

have swept across the earth like the
conquerors they are, winning multi-

tudes for the Master, far more than
He ever gained himself. And they tell

us that it was not they who did it;

that the inspiration and the power
and the endurance, that made it

possible came from Jesus Christ. . .

that without him it all would have
been impossible." "Together," said

Christ, "you and I will see it through.
There are two of us. You and I to-

gether — what can we not accom-
plish? The grace you saw for your-

selves to be so effective in my hands
is not withdrawn from the world. It

lies at your disposal. Draw on it;

draw on me; ask of me; lean on me;
look at me; and there is no limit to

what we can accomplish."
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Children's Home Workers Taking Training

Golden Anniversary and Thanksgiving Offerings Increase

John G. Truitt, Superintendent

November 13 is a big day at the
Congregational Christian Home for

Children. Today Mr. Alton M. Broten,

of the University of North Carolina is

beginning a series of in-training days
with our housemothers. This is a work
undertaken by the Social Work School
of the University aided by the Duke
L'oundation and the cooperating group
caring homes. I am most pleased to

have our own home one of the co-

operating institutions. It is well to

have all the help, training and infor-

mation one can have in the caring for

and training children.

Thank you for a good report this

week. One of the inspiring entries

comes from the Seagrove Christian

Church young people. Do you know
what they did? On Hallowe'en night

instead of going out to break up porch
rockers and paint up store windows
they went to each home in their vil-

A Friend
A friend is one who is for you

filways, under all circumstances. He
never investigates you. When charges
are made against you, he does not ask
for proofs — he asks the accuser to

clear out. He likes you just as you
are; he does not want to change you.

Whatever kind of coat you are

wearing suits him. Whether you have
on a dress suit or a hickory shirt with
torn collar, he thinks it's fine. He
likes your moods, and enjoys your
pessimism as much as your optimism.

He likes your success; and your fail-

ures endear you to him the more. He
wants nothing from you except that

you be yourself. Although you may
sometimes seem to neglect him and
forget him, he ignores the slight.

Nothing can cause his faith in you
to waver.

He keeps alive your faith in human
nature. It is he who makes you be-

lieve it is a good universe. You give

to him without reluctance, and borrow
from him without embarrassment.
When you are vigorous and spirited,

you like to take your pleasure with
him; when you are in trouble, you
want to tell him about it; when you
are ill, you want him near. He is the

elixir of hope, the antidote for des-

pair, the tonic for depression, the

potion beside which the doctor's pills

are futile. He is your friend. . . .

lage and asked for an offering for the
children at our Home for Children.
They brought in $50.00. And did they
have fun? Yes and they were proud
of the constructive work done and the
people appreciated it so much they
gave them a good time and will

probably give them more next Hal-
lowe'en. I hope they do the same thing
next year!

Another inspiring entry is the

$1,186.25 contributed at the close of

our children's program presented to

Rotarians when they ate supper in

our dining room. They will bring this

amount up to $1,500.00 when all their
"I. O. U.'s" are paid in. I am most
grateful to the men who make up the
membership of the Burlington Rotary
club. They do us many good turns.

Please, now, everyone send us a
good Thanksgiving offering. All our
churches are urged to pay the ap-
portionment in full and receive a
special offering for our Children's

Home at Thanksgiving. Let this be

counted on the "authorized special

from the churches" voted by the

Southern Convention. Thank you and
God bless you.

REPORT FOR NOVEMBER 12, 1956

MONTHLY OFFERINGS

Amount brought forward $2,326.86

Eastern North Carolina Conference
Chapel Hill $101.00

Christian Light . 20.00

Martha's Chapel 33.00

Pleasant Hill 33.00

Wake Chapel 50.45

Wentworth 90.00 $327.45

Eastern Virginia Conference
Damascus 17.50

Hopewell 5.00

Christian Temple 27.27 49.77

North Carolina and Virginia Conference
Berea 15.00

Bethel 5.58

Bethlehem 112.90

Concord 11.00

Durham 6.00

Elk Spur 3.00

Greensboro, First 65.68

Happy Home 57.67

Hebron 10.00

Kallam Grove 38.00

Mt. Bethel 42.00

Pleasant Grove 13.00

Zion . 15.00 394.83

Western North Carolina Conference
Bennett 5.00

Pleasant Cross, S.S 13.58

Randleman ' 12.00

Spoon's Chapel 25.00 55.58

Total $ 827.63
Grand Total $3,154.49

SPECIAL OFFERINGS
Amount brought forward $2,350.35
Philathea Class, Reidsville Church $ 40.00

Woman's Fellowship, Cong. Ch., Hendersonville, N. C. 5.00

Premium Associates, Inc., Newark, N. J 4.48

Dorothy Williams S.S. Class Franklin Church 20.00
Mrs. Elmer F. Wilcox, Braintree, Mass —

Golden Anniversary Gift 1.00

Youth Fellowship, Seagrove Christian Church 50.00

12 The Christian Sun



Curing AlcoholismWachovia Bank & Trust Co. (dividend) - -- 45.00

Women's Fellowship, Great Bridge Cong. Christian

Church (for draperies) -- 10.00

Ladies' Bible Cla.ss, Henderson Church 25.00

Dr. & Mrs. John G. Truitt, Elon College, N. C. —
Golden Anniversary Gift 50.00

In Memory of C. Floyd Clapp 10.00

In Memory of Mrs. Wm. F. Ausley 3.00

In Memory of Mrs. Fannie Moseley Barrett — 5.00

Thanksgiving Offerings

:

Mrs. H. E. Pearce, Sr., Franklinton, N. C 20.00

Mr. & Mrs. J. W. Poe. New Hill, N. C - 10.00

Mrs. Mildred Turner, New Hill, N. C. 2.00

Oscar E. Smith, Winston-Salem, N. C 25.00

Mr. & Mrs. R. O. Browning, Burlington N. C. 50.00

Mr. & Mrs. W. G. Davis, Brown Summit, N. C. - 10.00

Mack Fulk, Greensboro, N. C 10.00

Alfred W. Haywood, New York, N. Y. 50.00

Faucette Coal Sales Co., Inc., Burlington, N. C 100.00

Thos. O. Morrison, Brooklyn, N. Y. 10.00

Mr. & Mrs. H. E. Ollerhead Warwick, Va 50.00

Burlington Rotary Club, Burlington, N. C - 1,186.25

Beverly Hills Cong. Christian Ch., Burlington, N. C. 150.16

Bethel Christian Church, New Hill, N. C. 42.45

Special Gifts 208.64

Total - $2,192.98

Grand Total .....$4,543.33

Total for the Week $3,020.61

Total for the Year $7,697.82

Recipe Par Excellence
An American Blue Ribbon Dish

In your HOME, mix:

2 parts love

1 part courage
1 part confidence

1 part security

Add a dash of humor, flavor with

joy, season with consideration, re-

spect and pride.

In your CHURCH, place

:

1 large square of sincerity

2 heaping cups vision

3 full measures of faith

Sift these ingredients until a

smooth, even texture results.

In your SCHOOL, place:

3 cups practical knowledge
2 parts ambition
1 full measure of self-reliance

Fold in 2 parts wisdom, stirring

constantly until the ingredients are

blended.

Combine all three mixtures. Add
equal portions of active citizenship

and free enterprise.

Place finished mixture in container

of Freedom and warm in oven of

Understanding. When this dish ap-

pears ready, cool and cover entirely

with a smooth blend of Happiness,

Peace and Contentment.

This Blue Ribbon Dish which

Americans can enjoy daily is con-

sidered a rare treat in many other

countries of the world.

Program Notes,

National Assoc. of Manufacturers

The President of the National Wom-
an's Christian Temperance Union
speaking in Evanston, Illinois recently

said that God remains the best phy-
sician and the Bible the best prescrip-

tion for the prevention and cure of

alcoholism.

Mrs. Glenn G. Hays said in a state-

ment on "The Current Problem of

4i Million Alcoholics" that drink has
always been the first step away from
the church and return to religion the

one most necessary to rehabilitation.

She declared that the theory that
alcoholism is due to a disease existing

before the victim starts drinking has
"become an 'out' for the alcoholic

beverage industry."

"Some 43 state commissions," Mrs.
Hays said, "are now studying the ris-

ing problem of alcoholism, but with-
out too much if any consultation with
Iheir ministers or church organi-
zations.

"To the drinker, alcohol is a tem-
porary crutch for whatever weakness,
but religion has over the centuries
been proven the most permanent
support.

"Various so-called scientific meth-
ods, including those of mental insti-

tutions, have produced only a 35 to

50 percent permanent rehabilitation,

while for religion the ratio has always
been much higher."

Mrs. Hays said that the success of

Alcoholics Anonymous is largely due
to that part of its formula in which
the alcoholic is advised to go to

church. She added

:

"Men or women who follow God
and the Bible rarely if ever become
or remain drinkers, and alcoholism is

impossible if one does not drink
alcohol."

ErcX^rr MEMORIAL 61 FT J

Dear Dr. Truitt:

Please accept the enclosed $ as a memorial gift

to the Christian Orphanage in memory of:

(NAME OF DECEASED) (CITY) (DATE OF DE*

(SURVIVOR TO BE WRITTEN) (ADDRESS)

Name

Address

November 20, 19.56 13



College President Visits Conferences

Apportionment Gifts Appreciated
L. E. SMITH, PRESIDENT

The five conferences constituting

the Southern Convention of Congre-

gational Christian Churches have held

their annual sessions beginning with

the Valley Virginia Central Confer-

ence on Tuesday, October 30 and
closing with the North Carolina and
Virnfinia Conference on Thursday, No-
vember 8. All these were one-day
sessions with the exception of the

Eastern Virginia Conference held in

Suffolk on Wednesday, October 30
and Thursday, November 1.

The plan to have these conferences

to hold their annual sessions in quick

succession may be a convenience to

some, but to me it seems to work a
hardship on others. For instance the

Convention office is to receive reports

at the last minute, make their final

report to conferences that must be

correct, must of necessity be a hurry
up job. When you travel from one
community to another, it is pretty

trying on the ones of us who are ex-

pected to attend and participate in all

sessions. I don't know how it was with
others, but the whole time I felt that

I was under pressure. It is different,

of course, when you attend only one

conference, but when you attend five,

1hat is entirely a different question. I

don't know whether I have been on
the "leapty-dip" or a "flying trapeze,"

but an any rate I felt like I had been
through the wringer.

Then too, when trying to size our

plan to hold one day sessions in all

of our conferences in quick succession,

I find myself wondering if a program
of this type will lend itself to effic-

iency and constructive planning for

The church for the ensuing year. I

do not wish to be classed as objecting

to the program, but I do wish to raise

a few questions in the minds of us

who feel the responsibility for for-

ward looking plans for our churches

individually and collectively. We must
see the program as a whole, deter-

mine the goals that we wish to achieve

and make sure of the sanity and ef-

fectiveness of the plans laid.

Personally, I enjoyed every session

of each of our conferences. I did not

have the opportunity of seeing the

Eastern Virginia Conference in action

other than a very brief moment. The
other conferences, I remained through

14

the major part of the program. I think

they were most interesting and very

successful. I am sure that some of

rhem were the very best sessions that
I have had the privilege of experienc-

ing during a full quarter of a century.

I would like to congratulate the Con-
vention and Conference officials on
the fine work they have done during
the conference year that has now
come to a close. I am sure that we
shall lose no time in starting the

machinery that will put into success-

ful operation the plans laid for the

conference year we are now entering.

APPORTIONMENT GIVING

I learned from the Convention Of-

fice that practically all contributions

for the college on conference appor-

tionments are in. These contributions

have been properly recorded and
forwarded to the college office. The
final reports show that $35,000.00

was apportioned to the churches for

Elon College. Of this amount
$27,362.38 has been received, leaving

a balance of $7,636.62 on the ap-

portionments for the college for 1955-

58. In making this report, I am aware
of the fact that our churches operate

on what we call the conference year.

The college make its tabulations on

the calendar year. Consequently un-

less otherwise directed, the college

will add all contributions received

during 1956 to the total amount re-

corded above which is about the

figure that the college received during

1955. This means that the total

amount of $27, 362.38 given above will

be increased from the college stand-

point by whatever funds are received

before January 1, 1957. This affords

an excellent opportunity for all

churches that have not paid their con-

ference apportionments in full to

make up their deficit as they wish,

and I hope all may have such a desire.

$35,000.00 sounds like a lot of

money and it is, but when we consider

the fact that this amount will pay
the current operating expenses of our

college for less than three weeks out

of 52 weeks it doesn't sound quite so

much. If Elon College is to continue

the church's college it would be wise

for the church to take a bit more of

the cost of operation. Personally, I

feel that the churches have done a

very good job and Elon College is

grateful and most appreciative.

Previously Reported: $24,848.97
Eastern North Carolina
Conference:

Chapel Hill 116.00
Christian Light 29.00

Pleasant Hill 37.00
Eastern Virrjinia

Conferencs:

Damascus 52.50

Hopewell 17.00

Mt. Carmel 120.00
Norfolk: Christian Temple 353.68

South Norfolk 575.00
North Carolina and
Virginia Conference:
Berea 42.00

Bethel 115.01

Bethlehem . 104.00

Burlington, First 119.25

Concord 18.75

Durham 229.00

Elk Spur 10.00

Greensboro, First 194.93

Happy Home .- 18.29

Hebron . 77.00

Kallam Grove 38.00

Mt. Bethel 55.00

Pleasant Grove 47.00

Zion 18.00

Western North Carolina
Conferencs:

Bennett 5.00

Randleman 12.00

Spoon's Chapel 30.00

Virginia Valley

Conference:
Mt. Olivet (R) 80.00

TOTAL: $ 2 513.41

GRAND TOTAL: $27,362.38

PILGRIM FELLOWSHIP
MATERIALS
Ruth Dunn

It has been brought to my attention

that some youth groups would like

to have additional materials besides

the mission and worship suggestions.

The following are available from The
Pilgrim Press, 14 Beacon Street,

Boston 8, Massachusetts:
The Adult Adviser of the Pilgrim

Fellowship — 10c

Pilgrim Fellowship Guide Book —
15c

Junior High Kit, No. 12 — $2.50

Youth Fellowship Fit, Volume 13
— $3.00

Youth Fellowship Programs, a set

of six booklets — 90c each in sets of

six, or $1.00 per copy.

Youth Week Packets may be ob-

tained by writing the National Council

of Churches, 120 East 23rd Street,

New York 10, New York. Youth week
is to be observed January 27 — Feb-
ruary 3, 1957. It is not too early to

begin planning for this observance.

The Christian Sun



Bible Reading
NOVEMBER
122 Thanksgiving: Deut. 5: 1-21

if 23 Psalms - - _ 19: 1-14

24 Psalms 27: 1-14

25 Sunday: Psalms - 46: 1-11

26 Psalms 103: 1-22

27 Psalms 121: 1- 8

130: 1- 8

28 Psalms 145: 1-21

29 Proverbs 3: 1-20

30 Isaiah 40: 1-11

28-31

DECEMBER
1 Isaiah 55: 1-13

2 Advent: Luke 6: 20-49

3 John 1: 1-28

i 4 John 1: 29-51

5 John 3: 1-36

6 John 4: 1-38

7 John 15: 1-27

8 John 17: 1-26

9 Universal Bible

Sunday: Luke 8: 1-21

10 Acts 17: 16-34
11 Romans 8: 1-39

12 Romans 12: 1-21

13 1 Corinth. 13: 1-13

14 Philippians 4: 1-23

15 Hebrews . 11: 1-40

16 Sunday: Luke 10: 23-42
17 Luke 11: 1-17

18 Luke 12: 22-34
19 Luke 15: 1-10

20 Luke 15: 11-32

21 Luke 1: 1-23

22 Luke 1: 24-38
23 Sunday: Luke 1: 39-56
24 Luke 1: 57-80
25 Christmas : Luke 2 : 1-20

26 Luke 2: 21-40
27 Luke 2: 41-52
28 Luke 3: 1-23

29 Luke 4: 1-15

30 Sunday: Luke 4: 16-44
31 Psalms 90: 1-17

MISSIONARY PICTURES
AVAILABLE

Mrs. F. C. Lester

An album of fifteen pictures about
! Filipinos and another with fifteen
^pictures of Migrants are available by
I writing Miss Ruth Dunn, Convention
!
Office, Elon College, North Carolina.
These pictures are made available by
the Women's Fellowship of the South-
ern Convention.

Each picture has a descriptive text
on the back, along with a small copy
of the picture, so the person showing
it can have one to look at as he tells

about it. The pictures are made by the
Friendship Press for use with the
mission studies for this year. They

may be used with any age group,
although they are planned for chil-

dren, for they show how Filipino

children and their families work, play,

and worship and how migrant famil-

ies in the United States work and live.

Each set costs $1.00 and may be

ordered from Pilgrim Press, 14 Bea-

con St., Boston 8, Massachusetts, if

you would like to buy a set for use by
your children's group — and it might
well be borrowed by the young people

cr women for their use.

FOREIGN STUDENTS
IN CAROLINA

The North Carolina Council of

Churches reports that 573 students

from foreign countries and overseas

territories are studying in North
Carolina colleges and universities.

They represent 71 countries. Last
year there were 517 such students.

A survey of 54 schools, says the

Rev. Morton R. Kurtz executive

director of the Council, brought re-

ports showing forty schools had
foreign students and fourteen had
none. State College at Raleigh leads

again with 137 students. The Univer-

sity at Chapel Hill has 85, Duke at

Durham 77, Warren Wilson at Swan-
nanoa 36, Guilford 15, Mars Hill 14,

A. and T. at Greensboro 13, Bennett
at Greensboro, Elon and Wingate each
have 12.

United Church Women have taken
the responsibility of getting these

students into American homes and

LOUDERBACK
We the members of the Newport

CoriKi'eg'ational Christian Churcli suffer-

ed a great loss in the passing on Aug-. V2,

19.5ti, of a leading member of our church,
Charles William Louderback.

Brother Louderback's interest airl

devotion to the cause of Christ covered a

large field of service.

Conference-wide, for many years he
was chairman of the missionary com-
mittee and also served as trustee of tie

Va. Valley Conference. He served oa
many other important committees.

He was active in his church fr'om his

youth, he became a member at t' e age
of eleven years. He was glad to serve
wherever there was need.

In 1927 he was elect'jd secretary of
his church. Ke also served as a tru-tss
for many years. He became a tsajher
of the adu't Bible class f-irty-five years
ago. He held these offices until he quiet-
ly slipped away from this life at the age
of eighty year's.

churches and giving them a Christian
welcome. Lists of the students are
available to church and civic groups
through the Council of Churches of-

fice. College Station, Durham, North
Carolina.

THE GREATEST NAME
"You shall call his name JESUS."

St. Luke 1:31

Mary's Christmas baby has been
called:

1. Son of Man

2. Great Physician

3. Teacher

4. Friend

5. Savior

6. "My Lord and My God"

What do you call him? Really?

WINTER PARK, FLORIDA Church
has two services of worship each Sun-
day. At the 9:30 service special music
is furnished by the Children's Choir
and the Pilgrim Choir (young people),

a story is told by the assistant minis-

ter, Rev. R. A. Potts, and preceding
the sermon the choirs and other chil-

dren and young people present leave

for their classes. At the 11 :00 service

the adult choir furnishes special music
and the pastor, Dr. Louis Schultz,

preaches again.

He will be greatly missed by his
conference, church and community.

Therefore, Be It Resolved:

P'irst: That though we deeply feel his
loss, we feel that he has gone to be with
Him who doeth all things well.

Second: That we express our heart-
felt appreciation for his Christii'ii life,

loyalty and service to Christ anil his
Church.

Third: That we expi-ess to his be-
reaved family our deepest sympathy aiul
our prayers that they might find com-
fort in the memory of his good iife, and
that we commend his Sjirit to God who
gave it.

Fourth: that a copy of these reso'u-
tions be sent to his family, a copy be re-
corded in the minutes o^' the New Po t

Church and that a cooy be s^nt to THE
CHRISTIAN SUN for publication.

Humie Kite
Leonai'd Hiegs
Mrs. Paul Louderback

3n jHemoriam
"Blessed are the dead ivho die in the Lord."

November 20, 1956 15



so MUCH TO BE TRULY THANKFUL FOR!

... In beautiful America, the land of plenty,

where freedom and opportunity wait for everyone.

Let us pause to count our blessings, and give our

heart-felt thanks for our Nation and our Church.

O beautiful tor spacious skies, O beautiful for pilgrim feet,

For amber waves of grain, Whose stern, impassioned stress

For purple mountain majesties A thoroughfare for freedom beat

Above the fruited plain! Across the wilderness!

America! America! America! America!

God shed his grace on thee, God mend thine ev'ry flaw.

And crown thy good with brotherhood Confirm thy soul in self-control.

From sea to shining sea. Thy liberty in law.

—Katharine Lee Bates, 1893



i>\OTTO.

In essentials. Unity

In non-essentials. Liberty

In all things. Charity
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Come, thou long-expected Jesus,

Born to set thy people f ree,-

From our fears and sins release us;

Let us find our rest in thee.

Israel's strength and consolation,

Hope of all the earth thou art;

Dear Desire of ev'ry nation,

Joy of ev'ry longing heart.

Born thy people to deliver,

Born a child, and yet a King,

Born to reign in us forever.

Now thy gracious kingdom bring.

By thine own eternal Spirit

Rule in all our hearts alone;

By thine all-sufficient merit

Raise us to thy glorious throne.

- Charles Wesley, 1744



Here And There Among The Churches
BURLINGTON, First Church, is

having training sessions for church
women on Monday evenings, had the

Order of DeMolay as guests Novem-
ber 18, reports attendance in Sunday
school of 302 November 11, and says

the Loyal Men's Class will have a

banquet November 30.

REV. WINFRED BRAY of Randle-

man has been elected as vice presi-

dent of the Western North Carolina

Conference to fill the vacancy caused

by the resignation of Rev. Silas Mad-
ren of Albemarle, who is moving to

Elkton, Virginia at the end of the

year.

BAY VIEW church in Norfolk,

Virginia, Rev. J. Everette Neese pas-

tor, invites friends to a Christmas
Festival December 4 and 5 to buy
hand-made Christmas gifts and to a

turkey supper December six. Seventy

two members were received during the

last Conference year, and the income
was $16,533.39. A new white and gold

chancel has just been completed, most
of the work being done by the mem-
bers.

ROSEMONT Church Bulletin for

November 11 indicates that the minis-

ter. Rev. Melvin Dollar, preached that

morning on "Religion Blended with

Morality" and in the evening on "The
Voice of Biblical Women," that at-

tendance the Sunday before was 426

at church and 373 at Sunday school

and that the total offering for that

day was $899.50, and announces that

Dr. G. O. Lankford was to enter a

Burlington hospital November 14 for

an operation, and that the Eastern

Virginia C. M. A. is to meet December

4.

FIRST CHURCH, Norfolk sends an

attractive NEWS bulletin which re-

ports: A White Elephant sale No-
vember 24, $10,000 pledged for the

church in 1956-57 on Stewardship

Sunday in addition to Buildmg Fund
gifts, 86 members received since De-

cember 11 last year, church member-
ship of 187 and Sunday attendance of

180, Christmas plans in the making,

and 'The Treasure Chest of Gratitude"

the topic of Thanksgiving Sunday
sermon by Rev. James N. Pendleton
who served as a Congregational minis-

ter in the North West for forty-six

years, and who is the father of Rev.

Olin B. Pendleton, minister of the
church.

PLEASE NOTE that this paper
would be delighted to tell what is

planned in ALL our churces for the
Christmas season. Just a brief state-

ment, please, as soon as you know
what is planned. There will be no
issue of THE SUN for December 25.

Materials for the last issue of this

year should be sent to the editor very
soon.

THE CHRISTIAN MISSIONARY
ASSOCIATION of the Eastern Virgin-
ia Conference will convene at 10:30
A. M. December 4, 1956, at First

Church, Norfolk. Remember, this

church has a new location. To reach
it from Suffolk, travel Highway 13
to stop light on Indian River Road,
turn right and go one mile.

ATTORNEY J. O. ATKINSON, Jr.

writes enthusiastically about the
BAYSIDE church. Since the Rev.
Julius Rice went there in August
church attendance has increased from
about fifty-six to 114, and Sunday
school attendance has jumped from
about 140 to 180. The November 10
Ledger-Dispatch carried the picture

of Mr. Rich and headlined its Sunday
Sermon Topic section with his topic

which was "Personal Religion V8rsu3
Church Religion." The Baside church
will be a year old December 16.

MT. CARMEL, Walters, Virginia,

wul dedicate its parsonage December
2, according to its pastor, Rev. G. C.

Crutchfield. The service will be in the

rfternoon, and a fellowship supper
will be enjoyed in the evening.

VALLEY OFFICERS MEET
Mrs. F. C. Lester, President

Southern Convention Women
Officers of the Valley Virginia

Central Women's Fellowship met at
Bethlehem church on Saturday, No-
vember 17. Four of the five districts

were represented in spite of the rainy
day. The president, Mrs. T. W. Good,
led an appropriate opening devotionaL
The vice president, recording secre-

tary, treasurer, and several depart-

ment and district superintendents
^vere present, in addition to interested

women from the local churches.

Plans were made for a one-day
Rally for the entire group on the fifth

Sunday in March, and for entertaining

the women of the Southern Conven-
tion April 30 — May 1.

Thank Offering boxes for the com-
ing year were distributed, and the
matter of apportionments discussed.

A letter is to go to each society con-

cerning these matters.

I feel that this meeting was very
worthwhile. Because of distances, the
Valley women often feel isolated from
the rest of the Southern Convention.
They are anxious to cooperate in.

every possible way, and to do all they
can to bring the Kingdom to this

earth.

ANTIOCH in Eastern Virginia has
installed central heating, charged the
chancel from pulpit to altar centered,

carpeted the chancel, and is grading
the grounds and sowing grass. Pastor
G. C. Crutchfield is highly pleased
with the progress of this fine old

church.
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Laymen Tell Story

Of Moonelon
Several teams of two laymen and

cne young person (who attended

Moonelon) are visiting the Laymen
of all our churches. They are present-

ing "The Moonelon Story" and giving

an opportunity for the Laymen of

each church to share in this fins pro-

gram. A loan of $35,000 was negoti-

ated to complete our Conference Cen-

ter. There is $28,000 of this to be

paid. The laymen have set as their

goal the complete underwriting of this

.|;28,000 by February 17, 1957 when
their Southern Convention Rally will

be held at Elon College.

MINISTERS AT MOONELON

It may true that Moonelon is

iniendsd primarily for young people,

but this picture indicates that minis-

ters find it a good place for them.

Dr. W. E. Wisseman (standing) of

Greensboro, Rev. O. D. Poythress of

South Norfolk, and Rev. E. M. Carter

or Youngsvill.^ are "taking things

easy" during a ministers' retreat at

Moonelon. In such fellowship minis-

ters are refreshed.

PICTURES FOR CHILDREN TO COLOR

Christmas customs around the world will be shown during the four weeks of Advent.

Boys and girls in Belgium feed St. Nicholas' horse. Each German child has his very own Christmas tree.
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EDITORIALS

Advent
Advent is the four weeks leading up to Christmas.

It is a time to prepare for the Christmas season.

Much preparation is made for Christmas in America
today. In our fine little town, as in most others, there
is elaborate decoration across the main streets, Santa
Claus will come this year by helicopter, there will be a
big parade, and the stores are already filled with attrac-

tions for Christmas. Thanksgiving is a week early, but
we could not wait until afterwards to begin preparing
for Christmas.

This is not Advent preparation. It is commercial.

But the season is Advent, for if there had been no
coming of the King, there would have been no Christmas,

no time for the tinsel and the grand rush to see how
much can be sold and what profits can be made.

The world was not a very pretty place in the days
of ancient Isaiah. When king Uzziah died this young
nobleman seems to have thought that real troubles

would break on Israel, "a sinful nation, a people laden

with iniquity, offspring of evildoers, sons who deal

corruptly!" But he saw the Lord, "high and lifted up,"
and he caught a vision of better days.

"The people who have walked in darkness
have seen a great light;

Those who dwelt in the land of deep darkness
on them has light shined."

So the prophet sings until his vision clears, and then
he tells of a coming child whose name should be called

"Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,

Prince of Peace." Concerning him he says,

"Of the increase of his government and
of peace there will be no end."

Isaiah was making ready for the advent, for the

coming of one who would change the thoughts of man-
kind. We know better than he who that person was. It

was Jesus of Nazareth, Mary's son, our Savior. It is for

his coming that we prepare from December 2 until

December 25 when we celebrate the anniversary of his

advent into human society at Bethlehem in Judea the

night the angels sang so shepherds could hear.

Isn't it strange that we spend so much time and
money in preparing for a commercial Christmas that we
seldom have the needed time to prepare for Christmas
in the way that we should.

Human Brotherhood
Brotherhood makes a favorite topic for religious

services, but it is terribly hard to practice in daily

experience.

Christmas reminds one of the reality of brotherhood,

and its spirit of love shames us when we do not practice

it. If the good Father could love us enough to give his

Son to dwell among us, surely we should love each other

enough to live in peace and to show respect for all

persons.

So easy is it for us to forget the meaning and
necessity for brotherhood that the mention of one word

can make us forget, throw us into a dither, and cause m
to say things that hurt our fellows. The word, ol

course, is integration.

When the late Wendell Wilkie returned from around
the world and told us of the great "reservoir of good-
will" towards America, we were delighted. Now peopk
tell us the reservoir has almost run dry. The explana-
tion can be said very simply: we do not appear to wani
to practice brotherhood. We want to be admired, to b€

praised, to have our way, to feel that we are generous
when we do the brotherly thing.

The article on the next page warns against forced
integration. That advice comes from an aged minister,

and is worth considering. However, those of us who
read Church papers might properly inquire why govern-
ment should force us to practice brotherhood. We hav€
known through the years that "a man is a man for a'

that and a' that" as Bobby Burns reminds us. If anyonti
ever had the right to look down his nose at the common
mass, it must have been Jesus, the Master. But there is

no indication that he ever did. He hunted up the sick

and made them well, the sinful and made them pure.

Then who are we, his followers, to say ours must be an
exclusive society?

This does not mean, of course, that one cannot
choose his friends, companions,, or life partners. It

simply means that all men must be considered as
brothers and treated with justice. This compulsion does
not arise from government, it is the heart of religion as
we know it.

Christmas Programs
Christmas calls for special programs in churches and

church organizations. The old, old story must be re-

told, relived. A new generation is appearing, and to

them the story will be as thrilling as it was to the older

ones when they were children.

Saint Nicholas was a grand old saint, and our modern
interpretation of him brings wonder (which is akin to

worship ) to children. But Christ is the center of

Christmas, and he is much more attractive even to

children than is Santa Claus. Give him a chance to let

his spirit brood over the church at his Birthday Party,

which we call Christmas.

"Everybody ought to love Jesus" says one of the

songs sometimes sung in churches. That is why so

much effort is put into Christmas programs. The
value of the program does not depend upon the number
of people who witness it, nor even the skill with which
parts are performed. Success is really measured by
how much love for Jesus is generated.

The number of those taking part in Christmas pro-

grams will run well into the millions. No other enter-

prise will likely call for so many at this season. Men
women, and children will do their share. Whether it is a

j

little recitation, a part in a play, or the leading role in '

a great oratorio, the performance is important. It calls;

out the latent love for the Christ, God's best gift to man. i
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Beware Of Forced
School Integration

By S. L. Morgan, Sr.,

Wake Forest, N. C.

I can believe that voluntary school

integration could succeed even in the

deep South, but forced integration

would prove a calamity unparalleled

since reconstruction days. It would

bring to much of the South a flare

up of racial bitterness frightful to

contemplate.

The gradual integration permitted

under the Supreme Court decision

might well succeed in most communi-

ties by friendly agreement. A few wise

leaders of both races, conferring as

friends and neighbors, conceivably

might agree to try out the racial in-

termingling of a few in the lower

grades as a beginning — and as a

pledge of good faith. This actually is

found to work in some places with

little feeling or friction.

I am altogether friendly to the

avowed objective of the NAACP. I

leven confess I believe their demand
'for equal rights is just and right be-

fore the law and before God. Nor do

I see any hope of persuading them
to abandon their policy of forcing

integration through the courts wher-

ever possible. But I venture to warn
Ithem there is grave danger that this

method of force will almost certainly

in the long run backfire disastrously

over much of the South; result, they

would gain some victories, yet maybe
lose a war! The action of certain

listates warns us.

I WARNING OF PSYCHOLOGY

I

AND EXPERIENCE
I

Several years before integration in

'schools became an issue, one of our

noted psychologists dramatized the

danger of forced integration. Dr.

Henry Link in his Rediscovsry of

Morals gave a tragic instance of

iorced school integration in a town
in New York. There were two public

schools, one mixed, with 68 white and
33 Negro pupils. Other Negro pupils

near by were free to enter it, for race

I

had not yet become an issue.

It was known the larger school had
room to accommodate also the pupils

in the small Negro school and the

Negro patrons began agitation to

close the Negro school and all go the

isame school. Naturally there was
:some opposition. Feelings grew tense.

It became definitely an issue of race.

Newspapers fanned the flame and
race feeling grew bitter. The school

authorities ruled the Negro school

roust close and all go to one school.

After six weeks of bitter race agi-

tation, the school opened, integration

forced on it by local and state law.

Friendly conference all along likely

could have avoided a break.

When the school opened under
pressure of law, the Negro pupils

came in force — 87 of them. But only

one white pupil appeared. The rest

went to private schools — some pa-

rochial. Nobody won. Both sides lost

more than a school — the friendship

of the two races. And the bitterness

engendered over race could not be

outlived in a generation.

Thus a famous psychologist warns
Negroes and Whites alike of the

danger of resorting to courts, or of

applying force at any level — local,

state, or national. Neither segregation

nor integration is of as great practical

importance as it is for the two races

to maintain the traditional friendly

relation, and to improve it.

MY WITNESS TO INTERRACIAL
COOPERATION

I see real hope for our settling the

vexing question of segregation in

schools if the people of both races

close their ears to outside agitators

and cultivate friendly relations be-

tween the races on the local level.

I've seen it work in other matters.

Following World War I, in our

large town, there was a flare-up of

race feeling. A wise, cultured Negro
minister and educator said to me, "I

fear trouble and maybe violence as

our boys come home from a war
where they fought side by side with
white soldiers, and had social privi-

leges not granted them in America.
Many Negro boys will feel entitled to

rights not usually accorded to them at

home. I see trouble in the offing. Can
we not have an interracial committee

to act as a buffer between the races?"

After a public meeting there were
several joint meetings of the white

and Negro ministers, and it was
agreed to form an interracial commit-
tee. The able mayor of the town him-

self was a member. I think it was he

that proposed to ask this wise Negro
minister-educator to bring us a mes-

sage on some of the friction-points in

interracial relations. He did so with

a wisdom and moderation that com-
manded the sympathy and respect of

all present.

Later he told us "The Clansman"
was booked to show in the largest

theater in town — a powerful drama
showing the awful racial bitterness of

the Reconstruction days, with the Ku
Klux Klan riding by night to terrorize

the Negroes. At the time, the daily

papers carried reports of race riots

and mob violence where the show ap-

peared in some northern cities. The
mayor asked this same Negro if he
had reason to fear a race riot, should

"The Clansman" come to town. He
said it was more than possible.

But the show already was booked.

Could anything be done? I was on
good terms with the theater manager,
and offered to approach him. He ex-

ceeded my expectations. At once he
said, "To cancel the show would cost

us money, but I don't want to run
any risk of fomenting trouble. I'll

cancel it." And he did.

Through those dark days after

World War I, I was on the intern 1

committee, and repeatedly saw
wholesome influence in allaying fear

and friction between the races, and
promoting friendly, cooperative re-

lations.

I have a strong feeling that such
an interracial committee ought to be
lormed in every community. It could

go far to promote good will and
friendly cooperation. I believe it

might even do much to prevent the
employment of force and so prevent
fomenting racial ill-will in the dis-

cussion of segregation.

Biffs hf Kiiii ^
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Successful

Conference

Sessions

Wm. T. Scott, Superintendent

I believe that the sessions of our

Conferences in 1956 were the best

ever. Beginning with the Valley of

Virginia Central Conference on Octo-

ber 30, a splendid session was held

at Linville church. Despite heavy

rains, the attendance was good. The

program was of high order. Churches

v/ere well representated by delegates.

Dr. Fred Hoskins and others partici-

pating on the program brought in-

spiration and encouragement to us all.

Much credit is due to the fine leader-

ship of two excellent laymen in the

Valley Conference for a successful

conference year — Clarence A. Phil-

lips, president, and Clayton Pugh,

secretary. Mr. O. W. Andes, who has

served for many years as treasurer,

continues to do his effective work.

The Valley churches are to be com-

mended for the splendid way in which

they have carried on their work
during the year, despite the fact that

they have been short on pastoral

leadership.

Coming from the Valley Conference,

we went to the Eastern Virginia Con-

ference session held in Suffolk church

October 31 — November 1. Attend-

ance was excellent, and a good pro-

gram showed a vigorous church in

the area of the Eastern Virginia Con-

ference. Another good layman, Mr. W.
B. Williams of the Newport News
church, served admirably as presi-

dent, and the other officers of the

conference have been steadily at work
on their jobs as was revealed at the

good session held there. Most of the

churces of the conference have paid in

full their conference apportionments

for 1955-56, and there is evidence of

marked growth in membership in the

churches. Some new pastors have
come to the Eastern Virginia Con-

ference, and there is a bright future

for our work there.

The Eastern North Carolina Con-

ference, held on election day — No-
vember 6—at Christian Light church,

near Fuquay Springs, was one of the

best sessions I have ever had the

privilege of attending in the Southern

Convention. Ptev. Carl Wallace and his

Reports To Conference
FROM EASTERN NORTH CAROLINA

REPORT ON SOCIAL ACTION
The Christian Gospel creates in us a concern for the welfare of all men,

their spiritual, their social, and their physical health. Spiritually we
teach in church school and from the pulpit, and we engage in programs
of evangelism. Socially, we endeavor to make of our communities and our
wider world society places where men grow up in love rather than in hatred
or ignorance of one another. For if a man does not love his brother whom
he has seen, how can he love God whom he has not seen. Physically,
Christians from, the earliest days have shared with the neighbor by the
side of the road who was in need.

Christian Social Action endeavors to understand these needs of men
and to minister to them. Although it is naturally a part of evangelism and
of missions, our denomination has a special committee with this goal, and
encourages the same in conferences and local churches. The E. N. C.
committee is created to interest local churches in better social action, and
to assist them in it.

Here are goals for your local church in Social Action.
1. A committee in each church with social service, education, and action

as its objectives.

2. Subscriptions to SOCIAL ACTION (one of the best magazines of
Christian social interpretation there is) and to WORKSHOP, (a
practical guide for social action, sent free upon request) for the
minister, the social action committee, and other interested persons, from
Council for Social Action, 287 Fourth Ave., N. Y. 10, New York.

•3. Action and education programs in the church school, for the church,
and wider community, in the area of social action.

What are other churches doing? These things and many others:
1. Sponsoring displaced persons, for immigration to the USA (Refugee

sponsorships close December 31, 1956).
2. Soonsorins' discussion groups on world affairs, peace, or local problems.
3. Holding meetings for the public information (inviting local officials)

about the problems of juvenile delinquency, alcoholism, poverty, sanita-
tion, housing, the schools.

4. Taking the lead toward inter-racial understanding urging desegrega-
tion on busses, at church meetings, etc., bringing people together across
the race line for community projects like recreation, better schools, or in

youth conferences.
f,. Sponsoring study trips to migrant labor camps.
C. Sponsoring special observances of World Order Sunday, Brotherhood

Sunday.
7. Organizing help for hospitals, sewing for welfare, etc.

Social Acfio7i Materials are on display at this conference. You may
subscribe to SOCIAL ACTION or WORKSHOP.

A. Does someone in your church get SOCIAL ACTION? B. Do yon
have a social action committee? C. Whether or not you have a committee,
do grours in your church find ways of expressing their fa"th in soc'al service

and social action? Gaylord B. Noyce, Chairman

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CHRISTIAN FDTtc^ttoN
Since the schedule of the Conference has been crowded w'th meetin^^s

emnhasifiing other areas of the Church nrno-r-am for the past vear. the

committee on Christian education has limited its pi-ogi-am to a minimum of

meetings.
The church school superintendents met at ShaPow WeM chur-^h in '^pril

to discuss the task of the superintendent. The Annual Siv-'av Scl^o^l

Ccnvention met at Beul-^h church in July with verv good att°ndance. One
of the main emphases wps to set un leadership t'-ainiig^ s-h'^ols for the

churches in the areas of Henderson, Wake Chapel and Sanford.
It is needless to say that the program of Christian education is im-

portant in our local churches ^'nd conference. We continually need t'-a'ned

leaders and teachers for our church schools. Therefore, let's do something
about it.

Tn further advance our program of Christian education, we make the

following recommendations:
1. That our churches give special study and thoueht to the us'' of our

own denominational materials in the church sjhool and program of Chris-

tian eduf-ation.

2. Tha* the nastors and teachers of our young people encourage them
to attend Elon College.

.3. That each church in our Confe- en^e seek to get at least one-half of

the families subscribing to THE CHRISTIAN SUN.
4. That the pastors, church school superintendents, and fhnrc'n^s in

the areas of Henderson, Wa^e Chapel, and Sanford supplement the a^ti'm

taken by the Sunday School Convention to hold leadership trainirig schools

in tho.se particular areas. G. Julius Rice. Chm.
Mrs. Carl Wallace
Di-. Hugh Hartsshorne
Mr. Reid Suggs
Mis. C. C. Bridges
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REPORT ON STEWARDSHIP
During the past Conference year the Stewardship Committee has hehl

two meetings in the Parsonage of New Hope church. In each of these

meetings Rev. Fred P. Regi.ster, our Stewardship Secretary, met with us.

There were some definite plans discussed and voted upon.
The plans called for three Every Member Canvass Clinics to ho held

in the Conference. These Clinics were held as follows: September 11 —
Liberty-Vance Church, Rt. 1, Henderson: September 12 — Hayes Chanel,
Garner; Grace Chnoel, Rt. 1. Sanford. We had a total of twenty churches
represented, and eleven ministers.

The plans also were for the committee to offer its services to all our
churches where we could be of any help. Five such meetings were held.

The main emphasis being given in the form of a question. "Does Your
Church Have a Good Financial Program?" A turn-over chart was used
and much interest noted in each meeting. They were as follows: Aug. 24 •

—

Mt. Gilead, Rt. 2, Louisburg; Sert. 3 — Mt. Hermon. Rt. 1. Garner; Oct. 8 —
Bethlehem, Rt. 1, Vaufhn; Oct. 10 — New Hope, Rt. 1, Louisburg; Oct. 18

I

— Beulah. Rt. 4, Zebulon.
The Bible says that "Withont Vision the People Perish." We believe

;
that the right understandin"- of stewardshin is a vision. Manv of our
churches are going forward, but the>-e are still far too many who have not

caught the Stewardshin Vision. Thev neeH information, t'-ai^ino-. and
encouragement. Therefore we make the following recommendations:
1. TV>at our nastors lead their neonle into a better understanding of

rbristian giving, and not merely have a fund raising camnaign.
2. That each of our churches, laree or small, have a church budget.

I 8. That each church use individual envelones, and that they be dated

j

4. That ea"h c^mrch secure some heln from the office of Stewardshin

I

and Evangelism, or from the Conference Stewardship Committee in

: planning their financial program, and giving the people the information
they so vitally need.

, 5. That each- church conduct an Every Member Canvass.

1
Resnectfully submitted: William Barham
R. EuQ-ene Tally, Chairman R. G. Partin
Carl Ray William Alexander

FROM EASTERN VIRGINIA

REPORT ON STEWARDSHIP
We are hanpy that evidences are abroad in the con^'erence that the

sniiit of Christian Stewardship is growing and bearing fruit for the
Kingdom of God.

j

It is not known yet how the benevolent giving of our churches this

j

year will compar-e with that of the past few years, but we have reason to
I believe there will be a favorable trend. All but five of our churches paid

their apportionment in full last year. Despite this fact the overnavnT^nts
of the rest of the churches carried the total giving for benevolence above
the amount asked by the Convention.

There seems to be an inequity in our present methods of paying our
apportionments, and we hope the churches of our conference will be willing
to go along with the recommendation of your committee designed to correct
that weakness so that all our interests in the apnnrtionm°nt +^hi° "'^'i stand

I

on an equal basis in case we fail to meet our apportionments in full.

Your committee has sponsored Stewardship Clinics across the con-

i

ference, one being held in First Church. Noifo^k, one in the Suffolk church,
and another in the Wakefield church. The attendance at these three cl'ni'-s

was spotted: that is. some churches resnonded with the n,-es"nce of th'.-"-

minister and a number of laymen, while a number of the churches were
not represented by the minister's presence or by laymen. Mr. Register is

proving to be an excellent promotional force in this fertile field, and we
hope our churches will recognize his great value to them.

We recommend

:

1. That our ministers lead their churches in a year-round program of
steward.shin education, beginning in the lower departments of the church
.school, and continuing through the adult classes and other organizations.
This will bring ns the spiritual benefits and not just the material values.
Stressing- of TITHING should be one of these effective means of promotion.

2. Never have we had the high type of stewardship literature to pick
from that we have now. We urge our pastors to order it in supply and
keep it before our church people.

?>. We urge that this conference recommend to its churches that in

the raying of conference apportionments, each church, when sen<)ing in

monies on apportionment, ask the Convention Office to spread it over the
apportionment table percentage-wise. This is the only fair way of treating
our asrencies and institutions. When one is paid, all will be paid. One oi-

two will not be left to bear the total deficit of the amount we may be short,
while others get twice as much as they are apportioned by the Cpnvention.

Respectfully submHtsd : J. E. McCauley
Mrs. M. F. Sherrill H. W. Lee
O. L. Pendleton Jesse H. Dollar, Chairman.

associates are to be commended for

an excellent program, and the pres-

ence of so many delegates and minis-

ters gave evidence of the unity and

vigor in that conference. The program

was well planned and executed, and a

good attendance remained throughout
the one day session.

The Western North Carolina Con-
ference met at Hanks' Chapel on No-
vember 7, where again there was
excellent attendance and the program
was an inspiration to all who attend-

ed. The churches were well represent-

ed, and a new growth of interest and
devotion was manifested. Pi,ev. L. M.
Presnell was the able president of

the Western Conference, and as-

sociated with him are a splendid

group of officers and committeemen
who are eagerly about their work.

The North Carolina and Virginia

Conference met at Apple's Chapel,

vjhere a good attendance was regis-

tered, and a splendid program ex-

ecuted. Dr. Henry E. Robinson, the

president, and his associates in office

showed that considerable time and
planning had gone into the work of

the conference during the past year.

While the above has been written

primarily concerning the Annual Con-
lerences of the Convention, we might
say with equal entliusiasm that the

Laymen's Fellowship meetings in the

Virginia Valley Conference, Eastern
Virginia Conference, and in the North
Carolina Conference were largely at-

tended and the programs were good.

To the Conferences this Fall, our

national fellowship brought able

leadership in the persons of Dr. Fred
Hoskins, Secretary of the General

Council of Congregational Christian

Churches, and Mrs. F. Cushing Foss.

Mrs. Foss was the speaker at tlie

Women's Fellowship meetings and Dr.

Hoskins, the speaker at the regular

annual Conference sessions.

We are encouraged by the oppor-

tunities in the Southern Convention.

We are concerned, however lest we
should fail to establish new churches

and to extend the influence of our

witness for Christ. We seem to be

developing physical plants, and our

leadership is becoming better trained,

and we are called upon to match these

with a new devotion to Clirist and to

His church. We hope that the 1956-57

conference year will be one of the best

witnesses we haye ever had in the

churches.
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Suffolk Has

Good Report
Mrs. L. E. Rawles

Aiming for goals and then reaching

them is very rewarding in so many
ways. It helps the individual and the

Fellowship. Then it helps those who
are the recipients of the effort.

The Fellowship of the Suffolk

Christian Church, under the leader-

ship of Mrs. Roy Richardson, has just

finished a most challenging year, and
has made 14 of the 15 achievement

goals. This has meant strong co-op-

eration and much effort, and an in-

crease in fellowship and friendship.

The Bible study has been conducted

by a chosen leader in each of the ten

circles, and that will be continued for

the coming year.

Mrs. Jacob Woodward, chairman of

Christian Family Life, had the famil-

ies of the church in the Fellowship

Hall to a supper, and a program fol-

lowing.

World Day of Prayer was observed

with other denominations participat-

ing.

There were two deaths in our Fel-

lowship and Memorial certificates

were sent to their families. Two Life

Memberships were also given.

Our Friendly Service gifts were
sent to Flint Goodrich Hospital and
to Turkey. The enthusiasm over this

project was so great that we went far

beyond our apportionment.

Our Thank Offering is presented

each year with a special service which
is impressive.

The work of the young people is

progressing nicely under able leader-

ship. Suppers are prepared each Sun-
day night for the young people by the

Fellowship circles in rotation.

The Belgian Congo is best known
in history as the place where Henry
M. Stanley, under the auspices of the
New York Herald, found David Liv-

ingstone, Scottish explorer and mis-
sionary, after he had been apparently

lost for three years. The story of

Livingstone's venture in this unchart-
ed area and Stanley's long search for

iaim is known the world over. Several
villages in this African territory are
named for each of the men, and one
of the waterfalls of the region is

known as Stanley Falls.

8

CONSECRATION SERVICE
Work Day for Christ at Elon

Call to Worship:
Give of your best to the Master,
Give Him first place in your heart;

Give Him first place in your service.

Consecrate every part.

Give, and to you shall be given;

God His beloved Son gave;
Gratefully seeking to serve Him,
Give Him the best that you have.

Let us pray:

Be with us Lord as here we bow
Be with us in our service now
Receive the gifts we bring to Thee
To send Thy light 'cross land and sea.

We are grateful, O Lord, for all the many blessings which are given
unto us. May we be ever mindful of all the good things we have anc

be willing to share our bounty with others who are not so fortunate
This we ask in the name of Him who taught us to say when we pray
"Our Father which art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name . .

."

Hymn: "Give of Your Best to the Master" — First Verse
;

Scripture: Matthew 25:31-46
)

Hymn: "Give of Your Best to the Master" — Third Verse '

Responsive Reading: No. 335 "Christian Living" (Romans 12:l-2;9-17; 20-21)

Poem: "Lamps of God"
His lamps are we

' To shine where He shall say

;

And lamps are not for sunny rooms,
Nor for the light of day.

But for the dark places of the earth.

Where shame and wrong and crime have birth

;

Or for the murky twilight gray,

Where wandering sheep have gone astray

;

Or where the light of faith grows dim,
\

And souls are groping after Him;
;

And as sometimes a flame we find, \

Clear shining through the night —
]

So bright we do not see the lamp,
But only see the light,

|

So may we shine — His light the flame,
j

That men may glorify His name.
j— Author Unknown
j

Leader

:

Our Work Day For Christ money goes toward the support of "Our
Christian World Mission." What is "Our Christian World Mission"?

In the Southern Convention it is the Christian work and outreach

of our members and churches beyond the local church's doorstep ; "a

united effort of our Congregational Christian fellowship in harmony
with the Protestant forces of America to bear significant witness to

the Christian Gospel in the local community, the nation, and the

world."

I will light our central candle which represents our total giving to

"Our Christian World Mission."

Let us see how our gifts help throughout our Convention, the Nation
and the World.

First:

Our gifts help in Convention Home Missions by helping churches

provide funds for full time ministers, by aiding churches in erecting

adequate buildings and by starting new churches.

Second

:

Christian education and training are assisted through our gifts to!

"Our Christian World Mission." My candle represents the work of;

The Christian Sun|!



Stewardship Ideas
Elon College, our Home for Children and the conference center at

Moonelon. The influences of these places of tra'n'ng are felt through-
out our Convention and nation.

Third

:

Relief and reconstruction provided through Work Camps at home and
abroad arc helped by our contributions.

Fourth

:

We help in food production and distribution for needy countries by
giving to "Our Christian World Mission."

Fifth:

Exchange students are aided by our gifts. Foreign students come
to our schools and colleges and some of our students study in

foreign countries.

Sixth

:

We help the United Nations in their striving for world peace and
brotherhood.

Seventh

:

Home mission work with migrants and immigrants is made possible

through our gifts.

Eighth:

We help in foreign mission work, such as the mission at the Church
of Christ in the Philippines and the work in the Micronesian Islands.

Leader:
As our candles have lighted this room, so the gifts which we make
through our Work Day for Christ help to spread the light of

Christian service and brotherhood throughout the world.

Leader:
May we now piesent our Work Day for Christ gifts.

Mr. Andes will lead us in our prayer of dedication of our gifts.

Prayer:

by Mr. Andes.

Leader

:

Let us form our Friendship Circle, sing "Blest Be the Tie" and
close with the Mizpah Benediction.

The Fate Of

New Ideas

By Roy C. Helfenstein

New Ideas have always had to fight

their way to acceptance, and thous-

ands have paid with their lives for

introducing a new idea to the world.

1. A world traveler introduced

Tomatoes in this country as a thing

of beauty rather than as an item of

food — they were called love apples

and for many years were considered

to be poisonous.

2. The first bananas shipj)ed to

England could not find a buyer - -

and had to be thrown into the ocean.

3. When Coryare brought from
Italy the first fork seen in London,
people, who were still using their

fingers at the table, ridiculed and
booed the idea of such an unnecessary
implement.

4. When spectacles were first in-

troduced as an aid to sight, they were

declared to be immoral, because they
made things appear exaggerated.

5. When printed books were first

introduced, they were regarded as a
barbarous Teutonic innovation, and
had "to be sold as manuscripts be-

cause of the prejudice against print-

ing."

6. When bathtubs were first in-

troduced in England, they were de-

nounced as "extravagant and undemo-
cratic."

Special taxes had to be paid for

having a bathtub.

7. Windows in homes in England
for many years were the basis of ta.x-

ation - the more windows in a home,
the higher the taxes to be paid.

8. The discoverer of illuminated gas
died in ridicule because he believed

in a lamp without wicks.

9. Daguerre was put into an asylum
because he said he could transfer the
likeness of human beings to a tin

plate, — the Daguerreotype pictures
so numerous a couple of generations
ago.

10. When railroads first began to

(General Council at Claremont,
1952, Seminar on Stewardship)

1. Stewardship is rooted and
grounded in the Gospel and in the

best tradition of the Church.

2. Stewardship is an essential part

of the discipline of the Christian life.

3. Stewardship is the responsible

expression of our gratitude to God for

His goodness and grace made known
to us in Jesus Christ.

4. Stewardship is a personal matter.
It is best communicated by the con-

tagious power of personal testimony
find witness.

5. Stewardship in the local church
deserves the continuous year-round
concern of a responsible, representa-

tive and officially chosen board or

committee.

6. Three especially fertile areas for

Stewardship cultivation in the local

church are

:

a. Children and Youth

b. New Members
c. The Stewardship Visitation or

Every Member Canvass

function, the inventor, Stephenson
was branded as an impertinent grouch
— dissatisfied with the speed and
power of horses.

—Exhibition in Penna. 17 mile track.

—Old man seeing first engine said,—"Never can start it: then when it

started he gazed at it with amaze-
ment saying, "They never can stop
it."

11. Airplanes were at first declared
impossible and were called "Langley's
Folly Flies." The papers described his

airplane experiment as "the dream of

an idiot."

12. The inventor of steamboats,
passed away in poverty after spending
all his money in vain attempts to con-
vince the people of the practicability

and safety of his invention.

13. Jesus was denounced by his

enemies as an impostor and an enemy
to truth because he taught that God
could dwell in human hearts.

The first political cartoon in Ameri-
ca was designed by Benjamin Frank-
lin and published in his Pennsylvania
Gazette on May 9, 1754. It was cap-
tioned "Join or Die" and was in

support of a union of the colonies.
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More Than Conqueror

Memory Selection: In all these things we are more than conqueror through

him that loved us. Romans 8:37.

Background Scripture: Romans 8.

Devotional Reading: Psalm 27:1-10.

A RELIGION OF POWER
In the first chapter of the letter

Paul wrote to the Christians in Rome,

he said he was "not ashamed of the

gospel of Christ, for it was the power
of God unto salvation to every one
that believed. . .

." That rang a bell

v/ith the Romans, for Rome was a
fiynonym for power, military power.
Rom3 stood for power, Rome depend-
ed on power, Rome boasted of power.
But with all its power, Rome was un-
able to do some things that desper-

ately needed to be done — to give

man an assurance of divine forgive-

ness, to heal a broken heart, to sus-

tain men in time of trouble or temp-
tation, to give victory within, to

regenerate the human heart, to give

an assurance of salvation, to assure
of eternal life. But Paul knew there

were other kinds of power than mili-

tary or material or money power.
There was the power of God, the

power of the living Christ, the power
of the Holy Spirit. And for Paul this

was the essence of Christianity and
the good news. Christianity was not
a farce or a form, but a force. It was
a dynamic power.

We need this emphasis in our
modern v/orld. Not only because
power is a magic word, but because
for many people Christianity is

simDly a form, a creed, a certain

routine way of doing things. Chris-

tianity is essentially a source of

power. Through faith and obedience
men can lay hold on this power that

makes them more than conquerors in

both the commonplace and the crises

of life. Religion is meant to give wings
to life, not to be a weight on life. It

ir a power to be used, a force to be
laid hold on which enables a man to

do what he ought to do, and to bear
what he musi: bear. This is what Paul
is saying in his letter to his Roman
friends and to Christians of all time.

POWER TO HELP IN PRAYER
"Likewise the Spirit helpeth our

infirmities; for we know not what we
should pray for as we ought; but the

Spirit itself maketh intercession for

us with groanings (the RSV puts it

"with sighs too deep for words") that

cannot be uttered." Here is an en-

couraging word. How few of us know
how to pray as we ought! Even for

ourselves! But here is the assurance
that beyond and beneath and above
our feeble and ofttimes foolish pray-

ers, the Holy Spirit interprets them
and aids and abets them, and knowing
our deepest yearnings and desires and
needs, makes intercession for us ac-

cording to the will of God.

POWER TO MAKE THINGS WORK
TOGETHER FOR GOOD

"And we know that all things work
together for good to them that love

God, to them that are called according
to his purpose." Again the RSV makes
these words a little clearer: "We know
that in everything God works for good
with those who love him, who are

called according to his purpose." Put
either way, it is a hard saying, a dif-

ficult verse for any man with an in-

quisitive mind. A thousand questions

leap to the mind when it is uttered.

What do you mean by all things work-
ing together for good ? How about the

death of an innocent child? Or a saint

of God suffering and dying with can-

cer? Or a mother dying and leaving

a brood of children uncared for? Or
a thousand such things ? How do these

things work together for good, or how
does God in such things work for

good with those who love him?

A detailed answer to these ques-

tions would take up too much space
and would carry us far afield. Only
a general answer can be given here.

What is asserted is that when a man
lays hold on the power of God as we
have it in Christ, then evil has lost i*'s

power to defeat, or even to hurt us.

SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON

Decembfjr 9, 1956

By Rev. H. S. Hardcastle, D. D.

Pastor of Berea and Oakland

Congregational Christian

Churches, Chuckatuck, Va.

When we believe, and when we live

to carry out God's purposes, we out-

wit defeat and evil and begin to live

victoriously. It should be noted that

this assurance comes to those who
love God, to those who are committed
to his purpose.

POWER TO KEEP US
"Who shall separate us from the

love of Christ?" The man answers his

own question. And he draws up an
imposing list of things that might be

thought of as having the power to

separate us from the Savior's love.

Tribulation, distress, persecution,

famine, nakedness, peril, even the

f word! Read this list again. Think of

how people might well think that God
had forgotten them and that Christ

had forsaken them, when they face

these sinister evils. Paul quotes a

passage that reflects man's bewilder-

ment as he faces these things in a
world under God. But "No" says he.

He is fully persuaded — and these are

the words of a man who has had it

abundantly demonstrated — nothing
can separate a man from the love of

God which is in Christ Jesus. Nothing
in this life, nothing present and noth-
ing that can come, nothing in life and
also nothing in death, can separate us
from the love of God which is in

Christ Jesus. "Neither death, nor life,

nor angels, nor principalities, nor
powers, nor things present, nor things

to come, nor height, nor denth, nor anv
other creature (he was afraid he had
left something out of the list so he
puts this in) shall be able to separate
us from the love of God which is in

Christ Jesus."

Well that can mean a great deal
in life if we really believe it. To be
sure, it makes demands on our faith.

We cannot depend on our fleeting or

unstable emotions. We cannot look
simply at the things which we can
see. We cannot always explain what
happens or what we experience. We
have to believe where we cannot see,

and trust when we cannot explain.

But there are these words, written
down in black and white for all to

read. And there is a great multitude
which no man can number who have
taken them at their face value and
have accepted them by faith and have
found them true. In life's drabbest
and darkest disturbing hours, they
have been comforted and sustained by
the assurance and by the experience

that the living Christ was with them,
that nothing in this life or in the life

to come could separate them from his

great love.

10 The Christian Sun



FROM EASTERN VIRGINIA

REPORT ON EVANGELISM

Your conference chairman met with the chairmen of the other con-
ferences in two sessions led by Rev. Fred Register in our preparation for
the Workshops on Evangelism and the Simultaneous Evangelistic Campaign
held in the Southern Convention in March of this year.

Your conference committee held a luncheon and afternoon session in

South Norfolk in February to plan for the promotion of the Workshop in

Evangelism held at Bethlehem and the Simultaneous Evangelistic Services

in the churches of Eastern Virgniia. All members were present.

The churches of Eastern Virginia, the Ministers' Association of East-
ern Virginia, and individual ministers were informed by letters, telephone
calls, and personal interviews concerning our united effort in evangelism
in the Southern Convention. Your committee appreciates the fine co-

operation on the part of our ministers and churches.

Your committee sponsored and arranged for a Workshop in Evangel-
ism held at Bethlehem (Nans.) in February. Dr. Aaron Meckel, of

St. Petersburg, Florida, was a featured resource leader. Materials for the
Lay Visitation Program to precede the evangelistic services, posters, and
other evangelism literature were made available. The attendance on the
part of ministers and church members was good.

Your committee sponsored a fellowship luncheon for the Eastei'n

Virginia ministers and guest ministers from North Carolina on March 2u

at Carl Parker's in South Norfolk. Forty ministei's were present.

Thirty-five churches held evangelistic services during or near the week
of March 18-25 this year. Over 14,000 represented the total number in

attendance. Twenty-six of our Eastern Virginia churches reporting have
made the following gains in membership from November 1955 to Easter
1956: ;^23 received on profession of faith and 341 on letter of transfer.

This reflects good work done by our churches in the area of evangelism.

Your committee would urge the cooperation and attendance of all

members possible at the Workshop to be held on February 12, 1957, with
Dr. Robert Spike, Secretary of Evangelism for the Boai-d of Home Missions,

as resource leader. The place is to be announced.

Respectfully submitted:
Jack Akin
Melvin Dollar
O. D. Poythress
Morris 'Taylor
Clyde Fields, Chairman

ROSEMONT SCOUT HUT

The nevy scout hut of Troop 50.

located behind the Rosemont Church
Parsonage, was dedicated October 28,

in a special service at the Church. It

was named in honor of Mr. W. P.

Nothnagcl, Troop Scout Master, and
is to be called the Nothnagel Center.

The hut has a large assembly liall,

three patrol rooms, and a lavatory.

The Junior Deacons, of Rosemont,
sponsored the building of the hut,

assisted in funds by the Church and
Scouts.

During the Dedication Service, Mr.
Nothnabel, having served faithfully

tnd untiringly for many years in

Scout work, was presented a silver

desk set by the chairman of the Of-
ficial Board, Mr. T. F. Liverman, Jr.

Mrs. Nothnagel, because of her un-

selfish interests, was presented a con-
tainer of flowers and a corsage.

The Troop was presented with a

100' r banner from Boy's Life; an
award for having iO'/r of troop class

first to be presented in Seaboard Dis-

trict. Mr. R. M. Barbernitz, Field
Executive for Tidewater Council pre-

sented these awards. Mr. H. V. Pace,
Scout Executive of Tidewater Council
was also present and talked to the
group. There were approximately 150
people present and they were served
refreshments afterwards in the social

hall of the church.



Freshmen Have Banquet
At Elon

L. E. Smith, President

Elon has an unusually large fresh-

man class this year. 330 in number.
Many other students have transferred

to Elon but are in upper classes.

At the beginning of the current

year, the faculty inaugurated a new
and longer term of orientation to ac-

quaint the students with the college,

its purpose and program. Dean Sylvia

Harbert is teaching a weekly class for

all freshman that will continue

through the quarter. She suggested a

banquet for the freshman as part of

the cultural instruction and good
fellowship which all desire.

The beautiful banquet room of the

McEwen Memorial Dining Hall was
just right for such a meeting. The
freshmen prepared the tables, ar-

ranged the chairs, decorated the room,

and planned for the serving of the

banquet. It was a beautiful scene and

a lovely occasion. It was a real in-

.spiration to greet the three hundred
freshmen who were present and to

share with them this happy occasion.

The writer served as toastmaster,

and talks were made by Miss Hazel

Walker, Registrar, and Dean A. L.

Hook. Miss Tommie Boland, a Fresh-

man, sang to the accompaniment of

Professor McCants. Mrs. Smith, Mrs.

Hook, and professors Hackney and
Graves were introduced. This new
venture proved to be a delightful ex-

perience for all who attended.

APPORTIONMENT GIVING
The Convention plan to have Elon

College share in the apportionment
giving by our churches has proven
to be a very wise one. At the begin-

ning the amount contributed through
this method was very small. Financial

requirements for the college were lika-

wise small. Contributions have in-

creased through the years, for which
we are very grateful. Costs for oper-

ating the college have increased much
more rapidly, however. Funds for the

college from this source, I fear, have
not increased in proportion to the

increased giving of the churches or

the needs of the college. We are

pleased that the gifts this year have
been slightly greater than those for

1955. To date we have received from
the Convention Office a total of

S28,151.80. This does not include any
contributions made the latter part of

12

November or in December 1955. The
amount for 1958 will be increased by
any contributions made by our church-
es on or before January 1, 1957. This
offers a splendid opportunity for
those churches that have not paid
their Conference Apportionments in

full to do so. The apportionment for

the college is still $6,848.20 short of

the amount apportioned by the Con-
vention through the Conferences to

the churches.

Previously Reported $27,362.38

Eastern North Carolina

Conference:

Amelia 43.00

Antioch 33.00

Christian Chapel 17.00

Plymouth 68.00

Eastern Virginia

Conference:

Rosemont (Norfolk) . 96.00

North Carolina and
Virginia Conference:

Burlington, First . 493.42

Western North Carolina
Conference:

New Center 17.00

Providence Chapel 12.00

Virginia Valley

Conference:

Winchester 10.00

TOTAL:
GRAND TOTAL:

$ 789.42

$28,151.80

CHAPLAIN CLOMA HOFFMAN of

West Point Military Academy, who
was the chaplain for the General
Council sessions at Omaha, will be

the speaker for RELIGIOUS EMPHA-
SIS WEEK at Elon College December
2-7. He will preach December 2 at

the 11 :00 service, each morning to the

college students at 10:00 and each

evening at 8:00. The public is cordial-

ly invited to attend these services.

COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING
SERVICE was held at the Parish
House, Elon College, for St. Mark's
Evangelical and Reformed Church,
First Baptist Church of Elon College,

Trinity Presbyterian Church, Shallow
Ford and Elon College Community
Church. Rev. R. M. Petersen, minister

of Shallow Ford Christian Church was
the speaker.

GOOD FELLOWSHIP AT
ATLANTIC CITY

Mrs. F. C. Lester

Four representatives of each the
Women's Guild and the Churchmen's
Brotherhood of the E. & R. Church
and of the Laymen's Fellowship and
Women's Fellowship of our Church
met at Atlantic City November 12-14
to get acquainted with each other and
to begin planning for cooperative
work. Miss Florence Partridge, Rev.
Kenneth Kohler, Rev. Lillian Gregory,
and Walter Graham, executives re-

sponsible for each of the organi-
zations, had planned the meeting, and
done a good job of it. One of the high-
lights was the series of Bible medi-
tations on the Book of Job.

The history and organization of

each of the four groups was outlined.

Discussions centered on areas for

future cooperation, and plans for this

united work. Young adults came in

lor consideration, as did the Pilgrim
Fellowship. It is hoped that the lay

groups of the church will walk "far
down the future's broadening way" in

a new pattern of mutual helpfulness
and understanding.

During the three days in Atlantic
City, when this group worshipped,
ate, and talked together, there were
many evidences of the delightful fel-

lowship which will be possible in the

United Church of Christ.

Friends of DR. G. O. LANKFORD
will regret to know that he has been
a patient at Alamance County Hos-
pital, Burlington. Best wishes to this

veteran minister.

HANDEL'S MESSIAH will be pre-

sented by the Elon College Choir in

Whitley Auditorium at 8:30 p.m. on
December 2. The public is cordially

mvited to attend this annual presen-

tation, which is the choir's Christmas
gift to the community.

The science of medicine, better

standards of living and more favor-

able working conditions have worked
many wonders for the human race.

The expectancy of life in Rome was
only 25 years. It was 40 in the United
States in 1850. By 1900 the expec-

tancy of life had increased to 47; in

1930 it was 60, and now is 64. If the

same rate of physical gain is made
during the next 35 years, the average
age will be 78.

The Christian Sun



How Elon Looked To A Student

Of Fifty Years Ago
BY PROF. J. W. BARNEY

I got my first view of Elon College

early one April morning in 1906 after

an all-night ride from Washington in

? dusty passenger coach.

I had previously, by correspon-

dence, engaged a room in the home
of Prof. J. J. Lincoln, principal of

the Preparatory Department of the

College. Prof. Lincoln and his son,

Jennings, a youth of fourteen, met
me at the train. After our introduc-

tion Professor Lincoln turned to his

son and said: "Jennings, carry Mr.

Barney to his room."

I was about to say: "That will not
be necessary; I can walk," when Jen-

nings said, "This way, Mr. Barney"
and started off. And I got my first

introduction to the use of the verb
"carry" meaning "to accompany."

After I had left my luggage at the
Lincoln residence, I was directed to

"Uncle Nat" Boone's house, where I

engaged board for seven dollars a
month, and mighty good board it was.
Here I had my first introduction to

Southern biscuits. After lunch I re-

marked to one of my fellow boarders
that in Pennsylvaina we ate loaf

I bread and my mother baked only once
:
a week. He came back with the ques-

I tion as to whether she followed the
same plan in the preparation of the
ether food—that, cooked only once a
week.

My next step was to arrange for
some college classes. In the Presi-
dent's office I met Dr. Moffitt, a
&mall man with a rather pointed chin
and a brisk business-like manner. In
the process of getting registered I

met the other six members of the
faculty: J. U. Newman, W. C. Wicker,
P. J. Kernodle, W. P. Lawrence, W.
A. Harper, and Robert Ramey, all of

whom I was to know later as excel-

lent and inspiring teachers.

As to buildings, I quote the follow-
ing excerpt from the College Cata-
logue for 1905-06:

"The main building is intended for

college purposes, lecture rooms, so-

ciety halls, laboratories, inuseum, li-

brary, reading room, etc. It is a sub-

stantial brick structure, 129 feet long,

57 feet wide, three stories high, with
an octagonal front 25 feet in diame-
ter, and an observatory on top.

"A three story brick building of

: twenty-five well ventilated and com-

fortable rooms, used as a dormitory

for young ladies, stands on the east

of the College building." This is East

Dormitory today.

That was Elon of 1906.

The catalogue might have added
that a large room on the second floor

of the main building served as audi-

torium, chapel, and church. Here on
Sundays the students were privileged

to hear inspiring messages from such
pulpit masters as Rev. P. H. Flem-
ing and Dr. J. O. Atkinson.

One of the most active and valuable

features of the school was its literary

societies—two for men and one for

Vv'omen. The Clio and the Philologian

societies were for the men and the

Psiphelian for the women. Each of

these had a large, attractive and well

equipped room in the main building

and each provided for its members
valuable training in public speaking,
debate and parliamentary law. Mem-
bers were fined for unexcused absen-
ces from regular meetings or for fail-

ure to perform any task assigned.

Society spirit and pride were strong
rnd new students were vigorously
"rushed" and solicited by the "old"

members. The same rivalry served to

stimulate academic achievement by
the desire of each society to surpass
the other in scholarship and in lead-

ership in other collegiate activities.

The high spot of the year was the
annual Philologian-Clio debate. Here
chosen representatives from the two
societies would debate some question
of current interest and importance.
The judges would be prominent per-

sons from outside the college town,
lawyers, doctors, business men, etc.

I feel sure many Elon graduates who
today are prominent in business, state

or church look back upon their train-

ing in the society as a valuable fac-

tor in their success.

The segregation of the sexes was
quite rigidly enforced. In the class-

rooms the girls were seated on one
side of the room and the boys on the

other. And no mingling in the cor-

ridors was permitted. At the end of

a class period the girls passed, on the

first bell, to their next class room;
on the next bell, after the corridors

were cleared, the boys passed. And
woe to the boys and girls who were
caught engaging in conversation in

the corridors or on the college walks.

They were summoned to the dean's

office, lectured, and given a stern

warning to avoid such offense in the

future.

Now as to the number of students

fifty years ago. The college catalogue

for 1905-06 shows an enrollment of

21 freshmen, 14 sophomore, 8 juniors,

and 13 seniors — a total of 56 in the

lour classes. To this may be added
65 in the Academic (Preparatory)

Department-making a grand total of

121 students.

The enrollment for 1958, according

to the registrar's office is 1354 stu-

dents, a gain of 1100 per cent over
3 906. Let's go, Elon!

—Elon Alumni News

BE GLAD
"Be glad of life because it gives

you the chance to love and to work
and to play and to look up at the
stars; be satisfied with your possess-
ions but not contented with yourself
until you have made the best of them;
despise nothing in the world except
falsehood and meanness, and fear
nothing except cowardice; be govern-
ed by your admirations rather than
your disgusts; covet nothing that is

your neighbor's except his kindness
of heart and gentleness of manners;
think seldom of your enemies, often
of your friends."

This reminds us of the framed
I
oem, written by Mr. Anonymous, and

hanging on the wall of a friend's
office in a distant city.

We wrote it down and have looked
at it often. Here's what it says:

Wouldn't this old world be better,

If the folks we met would say:
I know something good about you.
And then treat us just that way!
Wouldn't it be fine and dandy.
If each hand-clasp warm and true
Carried with it this assurance -

I know something good about you!
Wouldn't things here be more

pleasant.

If the good that's in us all

Were the only things about us
That folks bothered to recall!

Wouldn't life be much more happy,
If we'd praise the good we see!

For there's a lot of goodness
Ip the worst of you and me.
Wouldn't it be nice to practice

This fine way of thinking, too;

You know something good about me,
I know something good about you.

And, we might add, the man who
has this thought hanging on his office

wall has practiced its meaning for

many years. And what a successful

man he is — in so many ways!

—Burlington Times-News
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Gifts To The Home For Children at Elon Gives These People A Home

Golden Aiiraversary
Fifty years ago when the late Rev.

James Foster moved his wife and two
little children into the new building
which was to become the nucleus for

an Orphanage of the Southern Con-
vention, he could hardly have dream-
ed what that institution would be
today. That one building into which
they moved and used one large room
lor their family has become three

buildings for children, and the super-

intendent has a beautiful home of his

own (seen in the center of the picture

above). The few acres owned then
have become a big, productive farm.
The one child in the care of the

Orphanage has increased to 75 in the

Church Home for Children.

Mrs. Foster, who fifty years ago
cared for her two children and the

other children as they came to make
their home in the Orphanage, is still

giving her banign influence to the

Elon Collegs community, her daugh-
ter Miry Lee lives with her mother
pnd. 's a teacher, and ths baby, James,

v/ho was only a few months old when
they mov:d to the Orphanage now
wo»"kT in th-! Elon Post Office.

Suncrintcnd-^nt John G. Truitt, one
of our leading ministers, is trying

with great enthusiasm and intelli-

f^rncp to make this Church Home For
Chi dren all that the name signifies.

11-^ tells ur, that an extra large offer-

ing is needed at this Golden Annlver-
fary Thanlzcglvlng time. He is trying

wHh m',';;h': and rn'en to pay off all

d:bts, keep the place in good con-

dition, and give the children the care

they so richly deserve.

TII'] CHRISTIAN SUN has sup-

ported the institution since its con-

ception, and now it would like to ex-

l)rcss the s'nccre hope that when the

year ends the goal will have been

reached, and the Golden Anniversary
v/ill be not only a golden memory for

the hom2 we have so long called our

Orphanage, but also that the churches

will rejoice in a mission accomplished.

REPORT FOR NOVEMBER 19, 1956

SUNDAY SCHOOLS MONTHLY OFFERINGS

Amount brought forward _ - $3,154.4!

Eastern North Carolina Conference
Amelia $39.00

Antioch 30.00

Christian Chapel 14.00

Pleasant Union 50.00

Plymouth 45.00 $178.00

Eastern Virginia Conference
Bethlehem (Nans), S.S. 51.09

Rosemont 77.35 128.44

Western North Carolina Conference

New Center 30.00

Providence Chapel 7.00 37.00

Virginia Valley Conference

Bethel, S.S. 2.00

Winchester, S.S. ........ 10.00 12.00

Total : ......$ 355.4

Grand Total $3,509.9;

SPECIAL OFFERINGS
mount brought forward ...$4,543.3i

Lawrence Smith Winston-Salem, N. C. —
Golden Anniversary Gift $ 10.00

Miss Gertrude Dreger, Two Rivers, Wis. —
Golden Anniversary Gift 5.00

Philathea Class, Suffolk Christian Church 5.00

L awrence S. Holt Trust Fund 150.00

Happy Home Cong. Christian Church—Golden
Anniversary Gift 33.22

In 7frmory of Ralph K. Las'ey 5.00

In Memory of Ralph Kerr Lasley 5.00

In Memory of Miss Lillian Waikart 10.00

In Memory of J. A. Kimball 15.00

In Memory of Mrs. J. M. Judd 10.00

Thanksgiving Offerings:

Kallam's Grove Sunday School 36.00

Burlington Rotary Club 260.00

R. O. Strange, Vernon Hill, Va. 35.00

Miss Louise E. Wells Takoma, Wash. .... 100.00

Johnson's Grove Church, E. Va. Cong. 25.00

Mrs. George B. Vick. Sr. & Miss Marcia H.
Vick, Courtland, Va. 5.00

P. K. Holt, Burlington^ N. C 200.00

Rev. Ernest F. Brickhouse, Norfolk, Va. 25.00

14 The Christian Sur



BOOK REVIEW

The Living Of

These Days
The title of Dr. Harry Emerson

Fosdick's most recent book — one

of the most interesting autobiograph-

ies available. Published by Harper
?nd Brothers, New York. 319 pp.

H.OO. (May be ordered from Pilgrim

Press.

)

Reviewed by Dr. Roy C. Helfenstein

Here is a book which possesses

?very merit that characterizes "a real

masterpiece" from the heart and pen
if likely the greatest preacher in the

English speaking world in the past

fifty years.

The story of Fosdick's home life as

boy and a youth reads like a thrilling

romance. The story of his student life

and of his years of service as pastor,

professor, author and lecturer is a

most forceful witness to Christian

faith. The story of his effort as a

college student to reconcile the claims

of Fundamentalism with the findings

of reason and common sense offers

indeed a touching picture and a reve-

lation which has much in common
with the experience shared by every

open-minded, sincere seeker after

truth.

The story of Dr. Fosdick's call to

the Christian ministry and of his

preparation for his life-work, presents

one of the richest human experiences

ever shared with one's fellow-men.

With absolute confidence he leads his

readers into "the sanctum sanctorum"

of his personal living.

The entire book of 319 pages por-

traying the aspirations, the defeats

and the victories of one of America's

and one of the Church's noblest sons

conveys the strongest arguments for

the validity and efficacy of the Chris-

tian faith.

This is a book that every minister,

both liberal and conservative, should
read without delay because of its

superbly rich contribution to the re-

ligious literature of the life of our day
by one of the greatest scholars, one
of the most sincere Christian leaders,

one of the noblest characters in

Christian history.

"SOUL-WINNING SERMONS"

In this 100th Anniversary Year of

the birth of the great evangelist. P..

A. Torrey, the Fleming H. Revell

Company published on November 5

the first volume of the sermons he

used most frequently in his cam-
paigns. Entitled SOUL-WINNING
SERMONS ($2.50), this first volume
contains thirteen inspiring messages.

The sermons appear in this new
volume in the order in which they
were preached. Each was prepared
under a definite plan of producing
definite and cumulative impressions

Irom night to night.

These are the sermons which God
has used in saving myriads of sinners

all around the globe — in Japan,
China, Australia, New Zealand, Tas-
mania, India, England, Scotland, Ire-

land, Germany, France, and through-
out America. They offer linas of

thought and methods of presentation

for ministers and evangelists and a
means of salvation to the unsaved.

R. A. Torrey received the Bachelor
of Divinity degree from Yale, studied

in Germany, and was asso-^lated with
D. L. Moody and the Moody Bible

Institute until he felt led to devote
his energies entirely to evangelistic

work. His great, world-wide revival

tour with Charles M. Alexander is

said to have changed the eternal

destinies of nearly 60,000 souls.

By joining the 1956 CARE Food
Crusade Americans can feed the

hungry, share our farm abundance,
make friends overseas. Every $1 puts

your name and address on a 22-lb.

package of U. S. surplus foods, so that

the needy families CARE reaches will

know you and our country are con-

cerned with their welfare. Please care
— Mail your dollars to the CARE
Pood Crusade, 660 First Ave., New
York 16, N. Y.

(Continued from Page 14)

Mr. & Mrs. M. W. McPherson, Burlington, N. C . 25.00

Mrs. R. C. Jarrett Hampton, Va - 5.00

Mr. & Mrs. Horace W. Phillips, Hardeeville, S. C 125.00

Mr. & Mrs. J. Mark McAdams, Elon College, N. C. - 10.00

Children of the Cong. Christian Ch., Lincoln, Kans. 20.00

A. V. Beck, Burlington, N. C. - 10.00

Mr. & Mrs. S. J. Hinsdale, Burlington, N. C. 25.00

Mrs. Pauline J. Phillips Newman, Ga 30.00

C. Clarence Stamey, Fallston, N. C. 100.00

Mrs. Dora Steele, Durham, N. C. 5.00

Mrs. Swannie Purvis, Greensboro, N. C 25.00

C. M. Fields & Family, San Leandro, Calif. 5.00

J. H. Webster, Pittsboro, N. C - 10.00

Mrs. W. H. Ayscue Henderson, N. C 25.00

Doyle McFarland, Sanford, N. C 300.00

3ial Gifts - - 76.25

Total $1,730.47

>and Total - $6,273.80

Total for the Week $2,085.91

Total for the Year -.. - $9,783.73

ErSCTc" MEMORIAL GIFTS
Dear Dr. Truitt:

Please accept the enclosed $ as a memorial gift

to the Christian Orphanage in memory of:

(NAME OF DECEASEDl (CITY) (DATE OF DEATH)

Name -

Address

vJovember 27, 1956 15



(CHRISTIAN ORPHANAGE)

iclcrn QliillciK, JMcivtl] (Carolina

JOHN G. TRUITT. Superintendent

November 27, 1956

Dear Friends : .

These are the two months - November and December — in
which to contribute the "authorized special." This is an
above-the-apport ionment sum in the amount of $25,000,00 voted by
the Southern Convention. For instance my own local church —
the Elon College Community Church — is regularly apportioned
for the Home for Children the sum of $418.00, if it wishes to
contribute its share in full it would be $940.50.

Having paid the apportionment of $418.00, and having paid
in through its members during the year $175.00, making a total
of $593.00, their special Thanksgiving offering should be
$347.50. This would be for the Elon Church $1.00 per member
as a special Thanksgiving offering. I have faith to believe the
Elon Church will do this. What about your church ?

I have called on enough individuals since I came to our
Home for Children to know that if I could call on each of the
10,000 families in our Southern Convention and ask them for a

,

Thanksgiving offering as a special contribution I could get much
more than the $25,000.00. I therefore believe that if the
people knew the need and the privilege they would gladly give
enough to maintain this Home in a proper, worthy and creditable
manner. Creditable manner — a manner which would reflect credit
on the Church and the Christ who said "Inasmuch as ye do it unto
one of the least of these ye do it unto Me."

I cannot go to each family in the short season allowed for
such, but you can help me do the "going". You are next door.
Speak a good word for this Home to your fellow churchmember . Be
generous yourself knowing the facts, and realizing how com-
paratively few of the others will learn them. This Home needs
fullest cooperation now. Thank You 1

John G. Truitt, Superintendent

16 The Christian Sun
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UNIVERSAL BIBLE SUNDAY

December 9, 1956

O Word of God Incarnate,

O Wisdom from on high,

O Truth unchanged, unchanging,

O Light of our dark sky.

We praise thee for the radiance

That from the hallowed page,

A lantern to our footsteps.

Shines on from age to age.

The Church from her dear Master

Received the gift divine.

And still that light she lifteth

O'er all the earth to shine.

It is the golden casket.

Where gems of truth are stored;

It is the heav'n drav^n picture

Of Christ, the living Word.

Wm. W. How, 1867



Here And There Among The Churches
DANIELEY SPEAKS TO

WASHINGTON ASSOCIATION
The fall meeting of the Washington

Association of Congregational Chris-

tian Churches was held in the First

Congregational Christian Church of

Washington, D. C, on Tuesday, No-
vember 13. Moderator Bernard
Roberts of the Christ Church in

Silver Springs, Maryland, presided.

Committee reports, the revision of the

constitution for the Association, and
reports from Superintendent Joe Stine

and Associate Superintendent Ellis

Hemingway were on the afternoon
program.
Among the items on the evening

program was a message of greetings

from the chairman of the Laymen's
Fellowship of the Southern Conven-
tion, J. Earl Danieley. A worship ser-

vice, including a meditation by the

host pastor. Rev. Carl Heath Kopf,

was the concluding feature of the

session.

BRINKLEY SPEAKS
AT NEWPORT NEWS

Laymen's Sunday was observed at

the First Congregational Christian

Church of Newport News on Sunday,
October 21. H. D. Stalnaker presided

over the service; W. H. Rankin led

the responsive service; G. G. Givens
offered the morning prayer; and
Robert Whiley read the scripture

lesson.

The address was delivered by the

Honorable Parke C. Brinkley, Com-
missioner of Agriculture for the State

of Virginia. Mr. Brinkley is an out-

standing layman from the Liberty

Spring church. Dr. Jesse Dollar, pas-

tor of the church, reports that the

service was a very fine one and that

the speaker brought an excellent

message.

HOLY NECK held open house for

their new parsonage November 25.

Picture of the ground-breaking was
given in this paper in the early fall.

Rev. R. T. Grissom is the fortunate
pastor.

LOYALTY SUNDAY AT ASHE-
30R0 is December 9 at which time
pledges for the new year will be made
at the morning service and absentees
will be visited. Membership Sunday is

December 23 when new members will

be received. That evening there will

be a Christmas program of music and
pageant.

WINDSOR CHURCH HAS
GOOD YEAR

Hattie E. Fitton

The Windsor (Virginia) Christian

Church has just completed one of its

most successful years, under the

leadership of the pastor and his wife,

Rev. and Mrs. W. A. Grissom. Thirty
five mem.bers have been added to the

church roll. Ours was one of the first

churches in Eastern Virginia to ac-

cept its quota for Virginia Hall at

Elon College. All of the women's
organizations have united and formed
^he Women's Fellowship, which is

divided into three circles. We feel

that we have a wonderful missionary
year ahead.

During the past year attendance at

Sunday school has been unusually
good. Vacation Bible School was held
v/ith more than a hundred pupils daily

and thirty-five workers.
The Senior Youth Fellowship is

well attended and is active in church
work. Recently there has been organ-
ized a Junior Youth Fellowship.

During the summer air conditioning
was installed in the sanctuary.

We are looking forward to the new
year with great anticipation.

THANKSGIVING DAY SERVICE
at Bayside with adult, youth and
junior choirs singing and the minister,

Rev. G. Julius Ptice, speaking was a

delightful experience for the house
lull of people who gathered there.

This new church is one of those using

the group plan for subscriptions to

this paper.

REIDSVILLE CHURCH is waitir

anxiously for the coming of their ne
minister, Rev. Mack V. Welch. Th
editor enjoyed worshipping with tl

church November 25, and was mu(
pleased with the efficiency of tl

ushers wearing carnations, the lea

ing of worship by Deacon Garriso
the fine music by organist and choi
the attentive audience of 175, and tl

many courtesies to the visiting mini
ter and his family.

DR. J. C. WILKINS of Haw Rive
North Carolina, has served his chun
;ind community faithfully for mai
long years. On November 4 our Ha
River church joined with the con
munity in presenting the good Doct«
and his wife a "friendship tree" wil

a hundred green (dollar) leaves. Th
fine token of esteem and appreciatic
greatly pleased the doctor who WJ
just out of the hospital.

AT WINSTON-SALEM the servi(

on Thanksgiving Day in our churc
v/as unique in that the Episcopaliai
and our people were together, and a

offering was taken for the Episcopi
Thompson Orphanage and another fc
the Home for Children at Elon. Th
service was at eight o'clock, in th

morning, and a snack breakfast wa
served afterwards. Rev. Huntingto
Williams has recently come to S
Andrews in Winston from St. Georg
church in New York. He preachec
Rev. John Lackey is pastor of o\i

church.
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An Informative

Church Bulletin

The church bulletin of the First

;;ongregational Christian Church,
Portsmouth, Virginia contains a

vorld of information. The minister,

lev. Russ Shaffer, is to be congratu-

'ated on its make-up.

The front of the bulletin contains

1 brief history of Congregational

'christian Churches, including statis-

;ics concerning present membership
)f the denomination. The back page

las the "Affirmation of Faith" which,

.t is noted, is not a test for member-
ship in Congregational Christian

'churches, but a testimony as to what
:he members generally believe. The
bhurch directory contains not only

ocal officials, but lists the Superin-

Lendent of the Southern Convention,

noting that the church "is a part of

the Eastern Virginia Conference, one

of five Conferences forming the

Southern Convention of the Congre-

gational Christian Church." Regular

meetings of the church are also listed

pn the back page.

! The morning service of worship, of

course, is found on the first inside

page, with announcements on page

three. For the week of November 18,

these were included : Conference meet-

ing of laymen that afternoon, with

local laymen invited to meet at par-

sonage and proceed from there; Sun-

day evening meeting of PF, with

leaders and topic, and promise of rec-

reation and refreshments; Monday
evening session of Board of Religious

Education; Laymen's P^ellowship din-

ner and program at Sunset Manor on

Tuesday; also PF. planning session

on Tuesday at parsonage; special

Thanksgiving service at nine o'clock

with Youth Choir and other young
people participating; women to be re-

sponsible for Sunday evening service,

November 25, with Mrs. Gene Jean-

ette in charge, Mrs. George W. Amos
speaking, and Mrs. Doris Stowell as

guest soloist — coffee hour after this

Thank Offering service.

Also, the bulletin listed six "lost"

members about which the minister

needed information; the suggestion

that all read Paul's letter to the Gal-

atians in November; an announce-

ment that a nursery was provided for

small children during morning wor-

ship; and a welcome to visitors.

What a lot of important information

on four pages

!

SUPERINTENDENT SCOTT
AT SANFORD

Supt. Scott was the guest speaker
at our Sanford Church on Sunday,
November 25, speaking on "Our
Christian World Mission." This ser-

vice was a part of the preparation for

Loyalty Sunday at the Sanford
Church, which was observed on
Sunday, December 2. Dr. Will O'Neill,

the minister, and his people are

making plans for the successful ob-

servance of Loyalty Sunday, which
will be the beginning of their solici-

tation for the support of the church
and its world mission for 1956-57. The
service on Sunday, November 25, was
especially impressive because of the

j'resence and participation in the ser-

vice of two fine young men who are

preparing for the Christian ministry
— Rex Thomas, a student at Elon
College, and Billy Joe Willett, a stu-

dent at Piedmont College, Georgia.

These are two fine and promising
young men who will make a place of

effectiveness in Christian service as

they serve in the Christian ministry.

STEWARDSHIP INSTITUTE
AT WINDSOR

The week of October 1-7 was an
exciting and fruitful time for the

Windsor Church. The Reverend Fred
Register conducted a week of

Stewardship teaching that greatly

enriched the life of our church. Mr.
Register spoke to the women of the

church in the afternoons and to the

men in the evenings. Attendance was
good at botli sessions. The church

received a great challenge to re-think

Christian Stewardship.

Sunday, October 7, was the high-

light of the week. Mr. Register preach-

ed at the morning worship service.

Following the service the Church ex-

perienced its greatest thrill when
thirty-five laymen stood at the altar

and accepted the challenge by the

pastor. Rev. W. A. Grissom, to go in

the name of Christ and do this im-

portant phase of the work of the

church.

Following the morning service, the

men had lunch together at the church,

then went out in pairs to visit every
member. In the evening the men re-

turned with their wives for a sharing
session. Not only did this sharing
session reveal a successful financial

campaign but also an enthusiasm and
excitement for the church that will

be felt for years to come. Today our
Church is stronger because Mr. Regis-
ter came to us.

Bethlehem
Bethlehem is a name churches like,

and well they might for it has real

m.eaning to Christians. In our five

Conferences there are five Bethle-
hems, but two of them are in one
Conference. Only Western North
Carolina has failed to join in this

naming of churches.

Bethlehem i n the Shenandoah
Valley of Virginia looks out across
the busy highway and rolling farm
lands to the Blue Ridge Mountains
where the wonderful Endless Caverns
charm the visitor with its large open-
ings cut by underground waters,
giant boulders, and fascinating stalac-

tites and stalagmites formed by water
seeping through the ceiling o f

caverns, and where winding walks
lead one for a mile and one-half
through a wonder-land of beauty.

Since 1850 this Bethlehem has been
a beacon-light by the highway of life,

and a reminder of that other Bethle-
hem in the little land of Palestine
where the Baby Jesus was born on
a winter's night nineteen and one-half
centuries ago.

Membership in the church is not
much more than one for each year
of its age, but those who share in its

program are vitally concerned. For
two years they have had no minister,

but they have neither disintegrated
nor given up. Members have assumed
responsibility, the organization is

functioning normally, and one of the
deacons is regularly supplying the
pulpits of two neighboring churches.

Both the president and the secre-

tary of their Conference are members
of this church.

It was a real joy for the editor and
his family to share with this good
church their Sunday school and morn-
ing service on November 18. It will

be an even greater joy for some good
minister to live in the new parsonage,
which the church hopes to build in

the near future, and to serve these
tine people.

THE EVANGELICAL AND RE-
FORMED CHURCH of Raleigh was
organized November 14, 1954, and
now has a membership of 81 with an
average attendance at their morning
service of about 95 persons. The Rev.
Harold Myers is the enthusiastic and
efficient minister.

REV. JOHN DOLLAR of Lanett,

Alabama, died Nov. 29 and was buried
Dec. 2. Fiiller account later.

DeceiTibor 4, 1 956 3



EDITORIALS

The Bible Speaks
December 9 is World-Wide Bible Sunday. It is the

time designated for church people to think again of the

values contained in the book we call the Bible. The
program is sponsored by the American Bible Society,

which is an agency of the Protestant churches of Amer-
ica, and which was organized in 1816. During this 140

years the Society has circulated more than 475,000,000

copies of this sacred literature.

Thirteen years ago a "Spiritual Unknown Soldier" on

Guadalcanal wrote his American mother asking that

his parents join with him in daily reading the same
chapters from the New Testament. When this was
reported to the Bible Society office in Philadelphia, the

idea was shared with others, and out of this simnle

request from a soldier son to his parents has grown the

custom of world-wide reading of designated passages of

Scripture between Thanksgiving and Christmas.

For this reading a topic is selected. This year it

centers around the idea that the Bible speaks to us today.

It is not a dead book of ancient history, customs, and
ideas. It not only has in it eternal truth, but there is

a certain life to the words that will stir the human
mind and heart, and set a person on a new way of life.

Two rather obvious reasons why the Bible speaks today

as it has in other times are set forth by the Bible

Society.

In the first place, man is the same today as he has

always been. He is sinful; he is good. He has the

capacity to do wrong or to do right. He dreams of

purity and falls into degradation. He needs the forgive-

ness of sins and the power to live righteously. He boasts

of his own prowess while suffering from loneliness

within. This is the way people have always been. The
Bible tells of redeeming love, of a comforting presence, of

a transforming Power that is near to us today as it was
in ancient times. And when a human being experiments

with this message of the Book he finds that it is all true.

Secondly, the Bible speaks today because God is the

same now as always. The one who led the Israelites out

of Egyptian bondage under the tutelage of Moses in that

far away time is surely to be found in the Sinai Penin-

sula todav and both the Jews and Gentiles can hear his

voVe thundering above the tumult. Of course we may
be too busy singing the praises of a golden calf to listen

to the commands of God, but the commandments are

available, and those who listen can hear the voice of the

Infinite not only around the shores of the Mediterranean
but in all of God's good earth. God is the same yester-

day, today, and tomorrow. It is not difficult to see that

"those who take the sword will perish by the sword"
today just as surely as they did when Jesus told Simon
Peter that simple lesson in the Garden of Gethsemane
nineteen centuries ago. If anyone doubts it, let him ask
Germany, and many others. All the nations might
well listen, for the Bible speaks. God has not changed.

He v/ill not be mocked. "The soul that sinneth, shall

die" whether it be an individual or a nation, whether it

lived a thousand years ago, today, or a thousand years
hence. The message comes from God, the living God,
whose word does not return to him without accomplish-
ing its mission.

Because the Bible speaks it is important for churches
to give it a chance to be heard. That is the reason for

preachers, Sunday school teachers, devotional services,

study groups, distribution of reading lists, and tl

publication of the Book itself. It is the reason f(

churches, publishing houses, missionaries. It explaii
j|j

private devotions, family Bible reading, the teaching (

Bible in the public schools, giving of Testaments 1

soldiers and sailors and members of the air fore
Because the Bible will speak to human needs if it gel

a chance, the church people continually work at tl

distribution of the Word of God as found in the Old an
New Testaments of our Bible. Love it, cherish i

learn it, give it.

Christmas Is Coming
Imagine, if you can, a world with no Christmai

How bleak, barren, and joyless it would surely be!

There would be no Christmas cards, no annual gree
ings from separated friends, no "jingle bells" across th

snow, no lighted candles and Christmas tree, no "Silen

Night" or "Little Town of Bethlehem," no Santa Clau
bringing gifts to children of all ages, no highlight of th

Christian year, no pageants, parades or oratorios, n
star for Wise Men to follow, no Babe in the manger fo

shepherds and all other humble people to worship.
If there were no Christmas, there would be n

Christ whose birthday we celebrate. Then there woul
be no Beatitudes, no Sermon on the Mount, no story of
Prodigal Son coming home to a loving Father, no Goo
Samaritan lifting the wounded and supplying his needs

no assurance that through physical death one enter
into life everlasting.

But there is a Christmas, and it will soon be witl

us again. Prepare for its coming, and be ready t(

welcome with an eager heart the revelation of thi

love of the Father who gave his beloved Son.

Those Constant Calls forHelp
Readers of this or any other church paper maj

sometimes think that the purpose for publication is t(

ask for money for this, that and the other thing. Thost

who go to church irregularly sometimes get the same
impression about the reason for church services.

Do not be deceived by what things may seem to be
The real truth is two-fold.

First, there is real human need in our world. Human
beings, like those who read this paper, are homeless,
hungry, cold, sick, friendless, hopeless. Some of them
have lived for years on endless years in makeshift
camps where there is no chance to earn or to live

decently. They eat and wear whatever may be given
them — often it is the food we cannot eat and the

clothes we will not wear. The story of these helpless

millions is too familiar to need retelling.

The other side of the story is that we need to

respond to human needs with love and generosity.

Christmas, Christian — these words mean giving. With-
out our gifts, how can we be Christian ?

Yes, the calls are many, perhaps far more than any
one of us can answer. Some will give to our Home for

Children, some to our college, some to CARE, some to

CROP, some to the Aged Ministers, and all of us sharing
in whatever ways we may be able, and with a sincere

desire that all needs shall be supplied, we will make
it true that "those who sit in darkness have seen a
great light."
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Committee Meetings

j

On Race Relations

j

The Southern Convention has a
letween the Southern Convention

, nd the Convention of the

jlouth. It is an exploratory com-
.littee to see what can and should be
lone to bridge the barriers between
he white and Negro conventions in

he South.

The Southern Convention (white)

ticludes North Carolina and Virginia,

.'he Convention of the South (Negro)
'caches from New York to Texas,

lost of the Negro churches are in

Torth Carolina and Virginia, and were
largely of the Christian Church fel-

pwship.

The committee met in Raleigh No-
ember 23 for its initial session, and
rganized with Rev. George Alley of

iluffolk as chairman and Rev. F. C.

jester of Asheboro as secretary. A
ommittee to arrange a bibliography

on the whole problem of race relations

was appointed. Dr. L. E. Smith of
Elon and Rev. James H. Lightbourne,
Jr., of Holland are to do this work.
A committee to tabulate facts con-
cerning the Convention of the South
is composed of the secretary and Rev.
Clay Farrell. After these studies are

made, the committee will meet again
for further discussion.

That afternoon and evening a
group composed of representatives of

our Council for Social Action and the

corresponding body from the Evan-
gelical and Reformed Church, indi-

viduals from the Southern Convention,
and some leaders of the Convention
of the South met for mutual consul-

tation on what can be done to main-
tain friendly relations between the

races in this period of adjustment
following the Supreme Court decisions

on desegregation. Neither the white
nor the colored people represented of-

ficially their conventions.

It is believed that there are many
who need help, and want it, in trying

to find solutions to interracial re-

lations. Two persons have been ap-

pointed to work as consultants in race
relations in North Carolina and Vir-

ginia. This has been made possible

by a grant from the Ford Foundation,
and is not paid out of regular church
income.

Miss Dorothy Estelle Hampton of

Winston-Salem will begin work the
first of January. Mrs. P. S. Puryear
of Petersburg, Virginia is already at
work. Both persons are highly quali-

fied by education and previous ex-

perience to be very helpful to indi-

viduals or groups who may seek their

guidance.

Leaders of our Church are keenly
aware of the difficulties through
which our people are going, both
white and Negro. We need to maintain
a Christian spirit, and to search for
the best ways to live in the same
communities. This is the homeland of

Congregational Christians both white
and Negro. There has been friendly

understanding, although not much
passing from one group to the other,

and it is hoped that friendships can
be maintained in all the groups
concerned.

Southern Convention Historical Society
The Historical Society of the South-

rn Convention was authorized by the

'onvention last May, and it is trying

0 find its way to usefulness among
he various phases of church activi-

ies.

ITS PURPOSE
First, there must be a place to

tore and make available the history

f our churches. The place selected

3 a large corner room on the second
loor of the Carlton Library building

t Elon College. The room has been
irepared beautifully, and cabinets,

helves, etc. are being installed.

Second, historic information must
le collected, catalogued, and placed

n shelves or stored in cabinets so

hose who wish to know our history

lay find it. Annuals of the Southern
convention are on file, copies of THE
CHRISTIAN SUN going back to the

850's are on file (with the exception

f many issues which we do not have ),

lumerous books, and pamphlets, by
lur people and telling of our activities

re already in the Church History

loom. Many volumes of THE
lERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY
,nd other of our publications are on
'ur shelves. Many other valuable arti-

les are in our keeping.

The third purpose of the Society is

0 enlist the interest of our people in

(reserving the history of our church-

es. The list of members to date indi-

cates that there is considerable

interest already. It is the hope of the

Society that every church will share

in this interest and in the work.

MEMBERSHIPS TO DATE
At this writing, November 28, 124

people have paid their initial fee of

live dollars each, and are therefore

Charter Members of this new Society.

They have received a very valuable

book as a gift.

Five of the twenty churches in our
Valley of Virginia Conference have
members enrolled, a total of fifteen

memberships. Twenty-three of the

forty-four Eastern Virginia churches
have members enrolled, a total of

forty-two memberships. In Western
North Carolina nine of the thirty-

eight churches have nine member-
ships. The forty-seven churches in

Eastern North Carolina have sixteen

memberships in seven churches. In

the forty-nine churches in the North
Carolina and Virginia Conference
twenty-three are represented with
thirty-seven memberships.

This is a wonderful start on an
important adventure. We are eager to

have every church represented, and
we are sure that the sixty-one of the

200 churches are just leaders who are
]iointing the way for others to follow.

When the list of Charter Members is

properly inscribed and placed in the
History Room for future generations
to read, EVERY church should be
represented. Please, give this matter
the needed consideration, and be sure
that your church is represented in this

Charter Membership, which will end
with this year.

AN IMPORTANT GIFT BOOK
To each Charter Member is being

given a copy of Lives of Christian

Ministers by the late Professor P. J.

Kernodle, father of John T. Kernodle,
])rinter of this paper for the past
thirty-four years.

This book contains a brief account
of 216 Christian Church ministers. It

also has the picture of thirty-four of

these ministers. It is the broadest and
most authentic account of ministers
of our church in this area. It was
printed in 1909, and we have nothing
comparable since that date. To those
interested in the early workers of our
denomination this book is well worth
the five dollars which you pay for
membership in the Historical Society
through 1957.

Membership fees should be sent to
the Convention Office at Elon College,
North Carolina.

LET'S MAKE HISTORY BY PRE-
SERVING HISTORY.
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S DIRECTORY
SOUTHERN CONVENTION
President — Alice Faye Gordon, 218 Grace St., Suffolk, Va.
Vice-President — Margaret Walker, 2493 Chapel Hill Rd., Durham, N. C.

Secretary — Martha Brittle, R.F.D. 3, Suffolk, Va.
Treasurer — Billy G. Johnson, N. C. State College, Raleigh, N. C.

Chairman, Faith Commission — Bill Joyner, Elon College, N. C.
Chairman, Action Commission — A. C. Penny, R.F.D. 2, Clayton, N. C.

Chairman, Fellowship Commission — Barbara Jean Pierce, 509 Hill St.,

Franklin, Va.

VIRGINIA VALLEY
President — Jimmy Litten, Quicksburg, Va.
Vice-President — Mary Comer, R.F.D. 1, Stanley, Va.
Secretary — Joyce Lohr, R.F.D. 1, Broadway, Va.
m^^^c^,,^^^ — Do'-othv Daughtry West Street, Winchester, Va.
Advisors — Nelson Liskey, 451 Ohio Ave.. Harrisonburg, Va.

Rev. R. E. Newton ,R.F.D. 1. Luray, Va.
Miss Winnie Whitlock, Box 178, Winchester, Va.

EASTERN VIRGINIA
President — Thomas Murphy. 4 College Court. Suffolk, Va.
Vice-President — Martha Brittle, R.F.D. 3, Suffolk, Va.
Secretary — Nancy Rountree, Sunbury, N. C.

Treasurer — Fred Parker, Sunbury, N. C.

Corr. Secretary — Joy Ann Akin, Great Bridge Sta., R.F.D. 3, Norfolk, Va.
Chairman, Faith Commission — Brenda Harris, 1246 Rodgers Dr., South

Norfolk, Va.
Chairman, Action Commission — Raymond Cobb, R.F.D. 2, Box 553,

Norfolk, Va.
Chairman, Fellowship Commission — Richard Milteer, 4212 Bainbridge Blvd.,

S. Norfolk, Va.

Advisors — Rev. James H. Lightbourne, Jr., Holland, Va.
Mrs. W. B. Williams, 1253 - 24th St., Newport News, Va.

EASTERN NORTH CAROLINA
President — Rex Thomas, Elon College, N. C.

Vice President — PhyUis Tally, R.F.D. 1. Louisburg, N. C.

Secretary-Treasurer — Jean Capps R.F.D. 1, Varina, N. C.

Asst. Secretary & Reporter — Ruth Daughtry, R.F.D. 1, Clayton, N. C.

Chairman, Faith Commission — Larry Crabtree, R.F.D. 1. Chanel Hill, N. C.

Counselor, Faith Commission — Mr. T. N. Daughtry, R.F.D. 1, Clayton N. C.

Chairman, Action Commission — Melinda Powell, Fuquay Springs, N. C.

Counselor, Action Commission — Mr .Victor Capps, R.F.D. 1, Varina, N. C.

Chairman, Fellowship Commission — Winnie Watson, 307 Mclver St., Sanford,

N. C .

Counselor, Fellowship Commission—Mr. Floyd Poe, Maple Ave., Sanford, N. C.

WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA
President — Leon Lambe, Randleman, N. C.

Vice President — Billy G. Johnson, N. C. State College, Raleigh, N. C.

Secretary — Betty Baker, R.F.D. 1, Asheboro, N. C.

Treasurer — Hilder Marley R.F.D. 1, Seagrove, N. C.

Chairman, Faith Commission — Violet Smith, R.F.D. 1, Sophia, N. C.

Chairman, Action Commission — Philip Dezern, R.F.D. 1, Asheboro, N. C.

Chairman, Fellowship Commission — Ralph Crutchfield, Box 125, Pittsboro,

N. C.

NORTH CAROLINA & VIRGINIA
President — Mildred Murray, Virgilina, Va.
Vice President — Frank Rich, Box 658, Burlington, N. C.

Secretary — Donna Jeffreys, Box 21, Haw River, N. C.

Treasurer — Sandra Hooper, Box 718, Reidsville, N. C.

Chairman, Faith Commission — Frances Glenn, 213 W. Trinity Ave.,

Durham, N. C.

Chairman, Action Commission — Linwood Rudd, 1718 Piedmont Way, Bur-
lington, N. C.

Chairman, Fellowship Commission—Jo McAdams, Box 365, Elon College, N. C,

Advisors — Mrs. D. W. Shepherd, Virgilina, Va.
Miss Ruth Williams, R.F.D. 1, Haw River, N. C.

Eastern Virginia

R F. Held Plannin[

Conferencp i

Mrs. Jack Akin

A planning conference of the Ea'-

ern Virginia Pilgrim Fellowship w!s

held in the Suffolk Christian Chuilh
'

Sunday afternoon, November 18, frija

;

two to four o'clock. Tom Murphy, tie \

newly elected president, presided. Ijr il

votionals were led by Brenda Harili,

Faith chairman. Nineteen P. F.s J|-

swered the roll call of churches w i

the adviser and president of each lod
;

group introducing themselves. Th4

.

was a count of 80 from the varic 3

fellowships besides several ministei

:

the counselors for the Eastern V-
ginia group — Mrs. W. B. Williar

,

Rev. James H. Lightbourne, Jr. ; M
R. E. Brittle, Young People's Sup^-

intendent of the Southern Conventic
;

Mrs. Ray Gordon, president of t^

Eeastern Virginia Women's Fello|-

!

ship; and Miss Faye Gordon, prejt-i

dent of the Pilgrim Fellowship of t'j
]

Southern Convention.

During the business session t '

apportionments for each Pilgrim F-
lowship group were announced; i

budget of $1,500.00 was accept(,

with $500.00 going to Foreign m|-

sions, $500.00 for Home Missions, a'i

$500.00 for other projects such 5

United Christian Youth Movemei,
Christian Missionary Association, e .

The following goals were set f

each P. F. group in Eastern Virgini:

1. Have a well-planned worst)

service at each meeting.

2. Have some organized study ;

Pilgrim Fellowship on the local, sta ,

and national level.

3. Use the Mission Study books.

4. Use the Lenten Devotions f'

Young People.

5. Make quarterly reports.

6. Make quarterly payments on a

portionments.

7. Pay apportionments in full.

8. Be represented at Eastern v|-

ginia Pilgrim Fellowship meetings a I

summer camps.
9. Study the three Commission

Faith, Fellowship, Action. I

10. Send one news item to TE
CHRISTIAN SUN each quarter.

11. Contribute to Friendly Servi

projects.

12. Have at least one membersh
in the C. M. A.

13. Emphasize the decision f

church vocations.

14. Observe youth week, having

j
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How We Can Aid In Hungaryublic service with Ihe entire church.

15. Invite one member of the Ex-
' cutive Board to visit with y^ur P. F.

roup during the year.

According to the reports -^sent to

Irs. Clyde Fields, young people's

uperintendent for 1955-1956, there

^ere only two groups that 'achieved

111 of these goals. They were Bethle-

em (Nansemond ) and Great Bridge.

A letter will be sent in December to

ach Pilgrim Fellowship listing these

bals, apportionments, and giving

ither information. It was decided to

bid quarterly meetings. The dates

ire February 17, 1957, May 19, and
Lugust 18.

It was voted to pay the expenses
if the president to the United Chris-

jan Youth Conference in Richmond
November 30 — December 2. Others

rom this area are planning to attend

his conference on Christian vo-

ations.

The president was authorized to

.ppoint a Literature Committee to

lilan a packet for the coming year.

The meetiig closed with a prayer

)y Rev. Jaifies H. Lightbourne, Jr.

Earl H. Ballou

Note: This letter dated November
13 was directed to State Superinten-

dents and is printed in full here so

all may know what is being done and
how we may help in this tragic hour.

Rev. Mr. Ballou is executive secretary

o f The Congregational Christian

Service Committee. Ed.

Numerous inquiries have been

reaching us by 'phone, telegram and
letter as to what can be done for

Hungary. These inquiries have con-

cerned both
(a) how we are sharing in the

reception and placement of the

5,000 refugees whom the President

wishes admitted to this country;

and
(b) relief efforts in general.

To the first question, the answer
is simply that things don't move that

last. Red tape, largely governmental,
has to be unwound, arrangements of

many kinds have to be made, before

any victims of this tragedy can be
received. But when procedures are de-

fined and the road blocks removed or

ways around them discovered. We
shall give every chance possible to

everybody who wants to help

(meanwhile during these last months
of the Refugee Relief Act not a few
refugees from other countries are

arriving whom we had not expected

would be cleared so rapidly or at all,

and we would welcome quite a few
offers of assistance in resettling

people who come from a less immedi-
ately dramatic and tragic background
but are really in need of help.)

As to relief in eastern Europe: we
know that our own Edgar Chandler

of the World Council staff got

through to Hungary with a ship-

ment of supplies and got back safely

to Geneva; we know that Church
World Service made available immedi-

ately a considerable shipment of drugs

and medical supplies for which TWA
and European airlines gave free

transportation to Austria, and nearly

4.000 blankets; that it released its

stocks of relief goods in Austria for

distribution in Hungary through the

International Committee of the Red
Cross ; and made an initial cash grant

of $5,000.

Church World Service has already

obligated itself to expenditures of

close to $20,000 of unbudgetted funds,

and this is undoubtedly only a be-

ginning.

It further estimates, for examnl-.

ihat an additional million pounds of

good used clothing will be needed this

jear for Hungary, for replacements

of Austrian stocks, and for the in-

creased demands of the Asia program.

At our Board meeting on November
26 I shall be much surprised if we
do not make a grant of several

thousand dollars towards what CWS
it' doing. This means that we shall

be looking to our people and churches

for this money. It will be part of our

regular budget — one of the emer-

gency needs for which we have to

provide even when we have only faith

on which to rely.

Hence the answer to a question you

are undoubtedly meeting is this:

"All contributions for Hungarian
relief should be sent, plainly desig-

nated, either direct or through-

State Conference channels to the

Service Committee, or its treasurer,

(Harold B. Belcher, 14 Beacon
Street, Boston 8, Massachusetts.)

They will help us meet our responsi-

bility as Christians who live by God's

grace in the free part of our suffering

world.

Mr. Nicola Camberiello and his wife, tonother with Pastor
I'a.squale I'erna, look over some of the relief food they have
been given as gifts from the American people through the
( hristian Rural Overseas I'rogram (CROP) of Church World
Service. Pastor F'erna, of a local church, is one of the super-
visors for distribution of food-stuffs sent by Church World
Service to the people of Sasso (rock city) at Matery, Italy.

These ancient homes are entirely underground with the front
wall constructed to close the caves. Mr. Camberiello, an Evan-
gelical, in commenting on the living conditions here said: "We
{ire having our purgatory now,"
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Women's Activities

The seven circles of the Women's
Fellowship are all reorganized now
and have started off the first month
of the new church year with quite a

bit of enthusiasm.
Circles 1 and 4 sponsored a very

informative evening meeting on Octo-

ber 29 when they invited Mr. Lamar
R. Stanley, former principal of our

high school, to discuss the booklet

"Our Rights as Human Beings." The
18 women present went away feeling

they were much better prepared to

attend the World Community Day
Service on November 2 where they
would hear Mrs. J. D. Deal of London
Bridge speak on the same theme.
We were pleased with the number

of our women who attended the World
Community Day program; and de-

lighted with the large amount of used
clothing which they contributed for

overseas relief.

Women's Fellowship Day, Novem-
ber 4, saw about forty of our Fellow*

ship in attendance at our special ser-

vice at 5 :00 o'clock when they viewed
the film, "Song of the Shining Moun-
tain," and placed their Thank Offering

boxes on the altar for the dedication

service.

The next big event the Fellowship

is looking forward to is scheduled for

HELEN KENYON SPEAKS
AT WARWICK
Mary H. Booth

"Opportunity Extraordinary" pre-

sented itself on November 14 when
Miss Helen Kenyon, former Moderator
of the General Council of Congre-
gational Christian Churches of the

United States, spoke to members of

the Women's Fellowship of the Con-

gregational Christian Church in War-
wick at a Dutch Treat luncheon held

at Vic Zodda's Restaurant.

Miss Keyon's talk was most inform-

ative and enjoyable. Ours is a new
group made up of women with various

backgrounds and coming from many
sections of the country. To have Miss

Kenyon give first-hand information
about happenings in churches she had
visited throughout the United States

was especially interesting.

Learning the difference in the work
handled by "The American Board"
and that carried on by the "American
Missionary Association" was new for

some of us. Miss Kenyon also kindled

an interest in "The Year Book of

Congregational Christian Churches"
and I think we will be wanting an
extra copy or so of the new one.

At Newport News
December 2 when Mrs. A. Lanson
Granger, Jr. will present the home
mission study theme, "Mission: U. S.

A." The day's program will begin with
fi meeting of the executive board at

four o'clock; to be followed with a

short business session of the Fellow-

ship at four-thirty. At five Mrs.

Granger will begin the presentation,

at six we will pause for high tea, and
then have the final installment of the

study at seven.

"THE CHURCH NEWS."

ANTIOCH DEDICATES
THANK OFFERING
Mrs. Johnsie Norwood

The Women's Fellowship of Antioch
(R) church met on Friday evening,

November 16, with Mrs. W. F. Nor-
vrood in Asheboro. The meeting was
called to order by our president,

Mrs. Norwood and our program was
given by Mrs. Bobby Macon, with
several members taking part.

We had an interesting Thank Of-

fering dedication service and each
member brought her gift box with the

money going to a scholarship fund
lor Indian Americans. Our total

amount was $19.42.

Mrs. J. C. Newell of Pleasant Ridge,
our district superintendent, and Mrs.
Walter Coppedge from Ramseur
church visited us. They gave us some
helpful hints for our society.

After our business session Mrs.
Norwood served refreshments to the
ten members and five visitors present.

Everyone enjoyed the fine fellowship.

THANK OFFERING AT RAMSEUR
Mrs. Walter Coppedge

The Woman's Missionary Society of
the Ramseur Congregational Chris-
tian Church held its Thanksgiving
meeting at the home of Mrs. C. W.
Craven with Miss Dorothy Craven and
Mrs. Russell Craven as hostesses.

Fifteen members and one visitor were
present.

World Community Day Program
was presented by Mrs. Ward Trogdon
and Mrs. Russell Craven. The Thank
Offering dedication was led by Mrs.

WOMEN'S FELLOWSHIP
Mrs. J. H. Booth, Jr., Editor

143 Winchester Drive

Hampton, Va.

C. E. Browne, with the offering to I 'T

used for Scholarships for Indif
f

Americans. Mrs. J. C. Newell, supe
intendent of the Asheboro Distric ,;

was our guest and spoke briefly.
i

Plans were made to bring tl

Friendly Service gifts for the Ek, ij

Orphanage (our quota consists (

towels and pencils) to our Decemb(
meeting.

•

Friendly

Service

Need
A recent bulletin sent out by Ma

jory Martin, National PYiendly Sei

vice Secretary, listed a number c

special heeds. Among them were tl

following:
;

Emergency Need at Delmo Thril

Shops for good used clothing. Wor
clothing, shoes, etc. ARE VKK.
MUCH NEEDED. Old white shirt

tor cotton picking, and better ones fd

Sunday were also mentioned. Shoe;

for both men and women should b
wide and large. :

Sisal Fibre Products. One way w!

can help our friends in India is b; 1

ordering the Sisal Fibre products. B;' i

so doing we make it possible for worn
;

en to have work which enables ther i

to support their families. Informatioi i

about ordering the Sisal Bags may b i

received by writing to the Nations ;

Friendly Service Office — 287 Fourtl' i

Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. i
i

Need For Money. Dr. Raymond Aj

Dudley, the American Board Secre
'

tary in charge of our work in Indii

has just written of a new need. Thi;,

is an Emergency Appeal which som(

groups of women or church schoo,

classes may want to answer. The ret

quest is for $60.00 to buy a WHEEIj
CHAIR for an invalid young girl u
the Christian Hospital at Madura
"Hepzibah is a cripple due to T. B
and chronic arthritis. She came, J

Hindu, and last year accepted Chris

tianity — is radiantly happy. We be

lieve a wheel chair would solve hei

problem so she could accept a per
manent position as a needle worl
teacher." Money gifts should be sem
to your Women's conference treasure)

with instructions that it is to be usee

for the purchase of a wheel chair foi

the crippled girl in Christian Hospita

at Madura, as suggested by Dr. Dudi
ley, and is a Friendly Service Gift.

8 The Christian Sur



The Riggs Write From India
Dear Friends of the Southern

Convention,

We are now in the midst of the

rainy season. For us and our work
this mofins mired roads and difficult

communications. Fewer patients can

get in td the hospital, and attendance

at the leprosy clinics has dropped off.

That should have left more time for

relaxation and language study, but I

seem to use up all the time I save in

my smaller clinics in the greater dif-

ficulty in reaching them. The other

day I walked ten miles, half of it

bare-footed, because the bullock cart

I was depending on was too slow ! Also

for two weeks Dr. Martin didn't get

here, his jeep having finally been

licked by the bottomless mud holes,

so I had the load of his clinic work
on top of my own. For that reason

I had to send my assistant to one of

my leprosy clinics alone one day, and
therefore missed the adventure of

I

crossing a river — usually a desolate

i

stretch of dry sand — in which he

I

reported water up to his neck!

, More important than muddy roads

I to the people in all the villages around

1
us is the fact that this rainy season

\ is the growing season for their crops,

j
And a good growing season it is turn-

I ing out to be too, with rainfall over

I

Madras State as a whole 47% above
1 normal. The amount and distribution

1 of water around here is "just right,"

!
in contrast to the floods of last year,

i A n unexpected complication has

j
arisen, however. Because of the whole-

sale redistribution of topsoil from
1 last year's flood, the fields are full

! of weeds this year, and the load of

weeding and cultivating is twice as

great as usual. This work, of course,

is mostly done by the women and
children. And the demand for their

labor has grown so urgent that their

wages have now gone up — from six

annas to eight ( eight cents to ten and
a half ) per day. That means that all

other labor costs will also increase by
a third, including the cost of con-

structing our doctor's house, student

hostel, and maternity ward. (Progress

on the first two is at a standstill be-

cause of the wet weather, and the last

has still not received approval from
the Government.

)

With the cool wet breezes and the

lush landscape and good crop pros-

pects, everybody's morale is high. But
this also begins the season, just before

harvest, when for the poorer people

the old food supply runs out too soon,

just when their bodies require more
nutrition for the demands of the

lieavy field work. So the weakest of

them begin to swell up with hunger
edema, which is made worse because

they are too weak to work and there-

for deprived even more of food which
must be saved for their relatives who
are still able to go to the fields and
tarn. Of course we see starvation all

year around, but it always reaches

its peak during early winter season,

just when an outsider would expect

to see the least.

Last Wednesday was Nehru's birth-

day, which is celebrated in India as

Childrens' Day, and this whole week
as Childrens' Emphasis Week. Good-
ness knows, children and their wel-

fare surely need emphasizing in this

country! But the rewards for doing
so are great. The people really love

their children, despite their old tra-

ditions, and respond when attention

is given to them. It seems to me I

can see an ever-increasing proportion

of babies and children being brought
to the clinic, for treatment of their

ailments, which used to be simply
ignored in the past. The biggest op-

portunity I see for new work is to

start a series of infant-feeding sta-

tions in the outcaste sections of the

nearby villages, where I can give out

Multipurpose Food and shark liver oil

free regularly, as well as treating

their skin sores and diarrheas at cost,

in a concerted drive to raise the

health level of a whole community of

children at once.

Best regards,

Ed Riggs

Dear Friends,

With the rains and colder weather
the children have finally broken out

with mild feverish colds. We have had
almost no illness since last April ex-

cept for Martha's and Ed's dengue.

The colds are bothersome, but we have
so much fewer of them here than in

the U. S. On that count — and several

others !
— I highly approve of country

life. Louis had an undiagnosed fever

which lasted a long time but cleared

up very rapidly when Ed finally de-

cided to try chlermycetin. From a

mother's point of view it seemed to

take him a long time to make up his

mind!

The other big event is that Louis
has really begun his second-grade

course. So far he is taking the ma-
terial easily, but the teaching manual
says that the first lessons are review

and easy material so that the student

feels secure before he phmgcs into

the harder work. Also the lessons

emphasize arithmetic and eomi^osi-

tion, both of which he likes.

Joy has officially started in on

first grade. I promised myself to keep
her going slowly for she is still six

months younger than the recommend-
ed age. It is difficult to keep the

;.'ounger children out of a home
"school-room." Joy plunged into her
first work very eagerly for about the

first three weeks, and then began re-

fusing to come into school when I

called. I finally discovered whnt was
causing the trouble. She wanted to do
just what Louis was doing. Now I

begin her class by five minutes worth
of second grade books and then grad-
ually slide her into her own work.

Martha, too, wants to join in. Most
of the time I have to push the door
closed and lock her out of the class

room. Whenever possibls, tho', I in-

clude her in coloring and handwork
time, because it gives her morale such
a lift.

Both school and language study
keep me very close to home, so I wel-
come my tree-side clinics and leprosy
work with Ed, and also the school
visits in the villages. I usually take
my camera and when things are not
busy I take pictures.

We have been enjoying the scrap-
books that were sent by a Santa Bar-
bara Church. We have just passed
them on to a second school to use.

Sincerely,

Fran Riggs

N. C. LIFE MEMBERSHIPS
AND MEMORIALS
Mrs. Will B. O'Neill

For the previous year, 1954-1955,
there were 68 Life Membership and
16 Memorials, making a total of 84.

For the year just closing, 1955-1956,
there were 66 Life Membership and
21 Memorials, a total of 87.

We would call attention to the fact

that while 83 societies contributed to

the total missionary enterprise of our
Church only 40 societies made a con-

tribution to Life Memberships and
Memorials.
We would urge upon all of our so-

cieties the importance of taking out

Life Memberships and Memorials so

we may give strength and significance

to our project for the biennium, the

Church History Room at Elon College.
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Who Is Responsible?
Excerpts from a Sermon Preached

in Asheboro

BY REV. MAX B. VESTAL
Scripture reading: St. Matthew

21: 28-31.

Who is responsible? Tliis is not al-

V ays an easy question to answer. Do
you always act responsibly? Do I?

Are we responsible Christians ? Do we
respond to the needs of our fellow-

men? Who is responsible?

In Ezekiel we find these words:
"They come to you as people come,
they sit before you as my people, and
they hear what you say but they will

not do it; for with their lips they
show much love; but their heaart is

set on their gain." All too often we
pJso express more love with our lips

than we show in our lives. Our spoken
faith may be high church. Our active

faith may be no-church. Our Christian

living depends not alone on knowing
the right answers but in making the

right response to God and man.

Our Scripture lesson is an interest-

ing study in responsible behavior.

The first son said flatly that he would
not go. Then he repented and went to

work for his father. The second prom-

ised to go, but he didn't go. Neither

Lcn is a model to be followed, although

v.'e usually commend the one who
worked. There is an old Jewish tra-

dition that the one who promised was
preferable to the one who did not.

These blistering words came from
Jesus: "Truly, I say to you, the tax

collectors and harlots go into the

kingdom of God before you." Clearly,

for Jesus, responsible Christian living

depended upon action, not words.

Who are responsible Christians in

the light of Christ's teachings?

Let us look quite frankly at the

sentimental religion we sometimes let

take the place of responsible Chris-

tianity. Good when in proper balance,

v.n excess of sentiment can lead to ir-

responsible actions. This is seen in the

over-protective mother who loves her

child to death. Rich fathers often rear

play-boy sons because the boys are

never given responsibility.

The sentimental churchman can't

say "No" to anything. He gets so in-

volved in offices that he does nothing
in any of them. For one of these there

£:re probably fifty who like to be on
committees but not chairman. It is

fccntimentally nice to be a member of

the committee, but work is not de-

sired.

We have reached the point where
we enjoy being sentimental - we eyen
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pay for it. We go to movies and cry
our hearts out because some favorite
is facing death, but we are so busy
that we hardly have time to say hello

to the neighbor who is really facing
death. Tears stream from our eyes
as we watch "Strike It Rich," and we
are overjoyed to see what Fab or the

heart-line can do for the needy people
who parade across the TV show. Yet,

when the mission boards of our
churches call on our heart-lines, when
an appeal is made to be responsible
rather than just sentimental, we may
complain that missions cost too much.

Let's face it. Hadn't we rather be
sentimental than responsible? We
prefer to wear our religion on our
sleeves where it can be seen, but where
it seldom makes any difference. Our
religion is often skin-deep; it by-
passes the soul. It is irresponsible,

sentimental, spiritual magic. If Jesus
was ever critical of anything, it was
of those persons who were clean like

cups on the outside but like dirty cups
inside.

Sentimental religion seeks to satisfy

one's own longings and desires. It

rr.ay be satisfied with this, seeking
nothing further. Responsible religion,

however, is losing one's self — one's

own longings and desires — in service

to the Master. Strangely enough, only
then does one find the deeper satis-

factions that he has sought unsuccess-

fully in other ways.

If you have accepted Christ, you
have been called to a responsible life

here and now. Your continuous re-

5!ponse to this call determines your
answer to the question, "Who is re-

sponsible ?"

But suppose you have not a,ccepted

Christ. Do you escape responsibility?

Adam passed the buck to Eve;
Pilate washed his hands.

We blame Adam for the start of sin

And Pilate for condemning of the

Son of Man.

Who's responsible?

The truth is, of course, that we are

;ill called to responsible action. We
can't escape it.

Ultimately, responsible action is

based on the God in whom we believe.

If he is really our ever-present help,

if his Holy Spirit never does leave us

comfortless, if his Son really did pray
"not my will but thine be done," if

he accepted the responsibilitj^ of the

cross, then we can never expect to

be called to irresponsible living by
this God,

Salvation As Fact

And As Process

W. R. CULLOM
WAKE FOREST, N. C.

The glib manner in which some
people speak of becoming a Christian
would suggest that their conception
of the matter is a very superficial one.

I believe, however, that even that is

better than the thought of the little

boy who had heard his father refer i

to it as being "a very solemn thing,"

and went out to the pasture where !

an old mule had been turned out to
;

die. He saw the old thing standing
with its head drooped, its eyes half

'

Closed, and looking as if it would drop
|

the next minute. The little boy went
up to the mule, rubbed its face and
said, "Poor Mulie, you must have
religion!" Both these attitudes toward I

the matter seem to me to be entirely i

out of place. Our Lord spoke to the t

Pharisee who came to him by night I

( John 3:1-8) as if religion were some-
i

1

thing that touches the inside of a J

person. And when we see this same (

man daring to come to his Lord when
|

he had died on the cross to help lay
the body away (John 19:19), we see

that being a Christian meant taking
|

i

his stand with his Lord in life and
| j

in death. Some one has said that with
| t

many who profess faith it is a matter
]

o

of "dip and be done." Certainly such
{ [

was not the case with the early
\ f

Christians. And, if I may be personal
i

here, it has been a matter of slow
1;

and gradual development with me. If ! n

I live to see January 15, I will be 90 S d

years old, and it seems to me that I '

p

have hardly made a beginning. Of
i a

course I remember as if it had been
j b

but yesterday the morning I walked
|

\

up under the bush arbor in Halifax
j

j

County, gave dear Dr. Hufham my
\

hand declaring that my "little faith"
[,

(Dr. Hufham's words) was centered i|

in Jesus as my personal Savior. It
(

seems to me now that my progress

through the years has been very slow,
g

but I can thank God that a little
p

growth at least has come to pass. As
many of my friends know, I have be-

come thoroughly convinced that we
q

shall continue to grow through eter-

nity in character, in experience, in
;^

power, in life, and "in his likeness."

And "so mote it be."

IV

If the rail lines in this country were
||.

interconnected, a train traveling at 60
ij

miles an hour, with no stops, would
j,

require 292 days to pass over all the I

j,,

trackage.
j
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Higher Education
In North CaroKna

L. E. SMITH, PRESIDENT
ELON COLLEGE

The State of North Carolina is

busying itself in education beyond
high school. In addition to providing

increased funds for our state support-

ed schools, it is recommending the

lounding of community colleges at

the junior level in all the principal

cities. North Carolina is generally

known as a state of comparatively
small municipalities. Until a decade
ago it had only one city whose popu-
lation exceeded one hundred thousand.

The last census gave us three cities

with approximately one hundred
thousand each. There are, at present,

six state supported institutions of

higher learning. I do not have the

accurate figures for the support of

these Schools, however, as reported,

1 heir capital improvement and current
funds will run into the millions. To
add to these six colleges would in-

crease the burden to be borne by tax

payers.

Our privately endowed or church-
related colleges are enlarging their

programs which require additional

funds for capital improvement, en-

dowments and current demands. To
properly staff and provide minimum
financial support would require funds
that run into the millions. Two of our
larger denominations, the Presbyter-
ians and Methodists, are planning ad-

ditional four year colleges. The Pres-
byterians are to build a new college

at Laurinburg, the Methodists are to

build two new colleges, one at Rocky
Mount and the other at Fayetteville.

To properly build and staff each of

these colleges will require from seven
to ten million dollars. The Baptists,

in their annua) state association, dis-

cussed and considered plans to erect

another four year college for the
Baptists to be located in the eastern
part of the state.

Recently, a correspondent for the
Greensboro Daily News raised the

question, as in consideration of the

colleges already in existence, do we
need additional institutions of higher
learning in the state? The author
went on to say that there is such a
thing as building too many colleges

lor the population that we now have,

or at-e likely to have in the near
future. I raise the question as to the

advisability of enlarging the colleges

we now have to accommodate all those

who might want to go to college in-

stead of building new colleges.

The questions raised are not only

worth considering, but should be care-

fully considered before inaugurating
a race between the state and different

denominations located within the

state to see which can outdo the other
in the matter of providing a college

education for high school graduates
who want to go to college.

I am of the opinion, and I speak
personally, and not for Elon College,

that all high school graduates in

North Carolina, or any other state,

who are ambitious for a college edu-
cation should be given the opportunity
to see, if under favorable circumstan-
ces, they can do college work. The
ambition of a young man or young
woman for a college education should
be the prime requisite for the admis-
sion of him or her to any college. I

know that it sounds good to say that
our standards are so high that no one
can possibly be admitted who does not
.stand in the upper brackets of his

class in high school. I have known
many valedictorians in high school to

flunk out in college in the freshman
year. I have known other students
who barely made passing grades all

through high school and who had a
hard time in perhaps the freshman
and sophomore class, but who finally

blossomed out to A and B students,

and after graduation have made com-
mendable marks. It depends a good
bit on what a student wants to do in

college and what he purposes to do
after college. The test of a good teach-
er is not to flunk a student, but to

instruct a student to the point of

graduation.

The test of high collegiate stand-
ards is not to take an A-grade student
and watch him through college to

graduation, but to take a poor student
and instruct him through college and
and see that he graduates with a good
education. The improvement of the
mind requires skill and technique of

the same degree as it does to improve
a machine or a vehicle which demands
efficient and technical skills. We need
to educate the whole man for the
whole society.

APPORTIONMENT GIVING
Eleven months oul of the twelve arc

gone. The reports for November have
been very good. This week's report,

however, drops to the extreme low.

Had it not been for Salem Chapel
sending $25.00 our report for the week
would have been blank. We are ex-

pressing special thanks to Salem
Chapel church for the contribution

sent in. Your contribution of $25.00,

makes a total of $27,387.38. It leaves

us far from the amount apportioned
for the college.

December has five Sundays. Per-
haps with these additional weeks we
should be able to increase the amount
lor the year to at least $30,000.00 for
the coll-i^ge leaving us only $5,000.00
in the red. However, I am sure many
of our churches and Sunday schools
have done their best for the college,

all have wanted to give their full sup-
port, and, as the year comes to an
end, we should be grateful for the
blessings that have been given us.

May we close the year with good
faith and high hopes.

Reception

At Asheboro
Mrs. Roy Moore, Reporter

Members of the Asheboro Congre-
gational Christian church welcomed
their new pastor and his wife. Rever-
end and Mrs. Clyde Fields, with an
open house at the parsonage Friday
evening, November 23.

Guests were greeted in the living

room by Mr. and Mrs. Hubert Beane
and the honored couple. Refreshments
were served in the dining room from
a most attractive table with lighted

candles and yellow chrysanthemums.
Women of the church who ssrved
punch and cookies were, Mrs. Orva
Brown, Mrs. F. L. Robbins, Mrs. J. L.

Davis, Mrs. Robert Hanner, Mrs.
Street Morgan, Mrs. Clifford Bowers
and Mrs. John Pugh, Jr. In charge of

the registry were Mrs. Alton Williams
and Mrs. A. R. Cox.
The Reverend Mr. Fields began

serving the Asheboro church Novem-
ber 1. The members are proud and
happy to have him and his efficient

wife in their midst. A new electric

stove and automatic washing machine
have been installed in the present par-
sonage, which is at 929 Cliff Road.
THE SUN will be hearing about plans
for a new parsonage and many other
interesting things from the Asheboro
church in the months that lie ahead.
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At Our Church Home For Children

John G. Truitt, Superintendent

Thank you for the good report this

week. We need the help of every

church and every friend as we climb

the hill toward our goal. All this year
I have worked hard hoping that this

Golden Anniversary year would be

our best yet. And indeed it may be.

We have had a good year for growing
vegetables and we have harvested

plenty for the summer season and
tilled up our large storage locker and
pantries. We are most grateful for

the good seasons. We have plenty of

pork and cured meat, plenty of beef

and wheat and corn for bread. What
we need is cash to pay for the many
expenses and the past due accounts,

as well as the $11,500.00 note in the

bank.

Your gift is not too small. Just

send us whatever you can and we
shall write you a note of thanks which
you can use in making out your in-

come tax returns. So whether your
gift be big or little it is needed and
will be much appreciated. And if we
know which your church is we shall

give it credit, too, if you want us to.

We want to see each church make a

fme record, for we are very proud

of all of our churches and what they

and their members are doing for us.

Sunday we were at Shallow Ford
church near Elon. They have a lovely

church and are beginning to build.

They have a beautiful parsonage, and
good minister with a lovely family.

A most excellent piece of work is

being done by that church. They
sponsor one of our girls throughout
the year and receive a Thanksgiving
offering for us every fall.

Our children did their program well.

They sang their songs beautifully and
made their speeches in a manner
which was a credit to those who
trained them. I was real proud of

them. By the way, if your have never
had these children do a program in

your Sunday School or church you
would enjoy having them. Now they

are looking forward to Christmas and
1 just know they will be blessed.

For just $1 through CARE you can

send more than $8 worth of U. S.

farm foods to a hungry family over-

seas. Mail contributions to CARE
Food Crusade, 660 First Ave., New
York 16, N. Y.

REPORT FOR NOVEMBER 26, 1956

SUNDAY SCHOOLS MONTHLY OFFERINGS

Amount brought forward .....$ 3,509.93

Eastern North Carolina Conference

Mt. Auburn, S.S. $ 5.49 $ 5.49

North Carolina and Virginia Conference

Hines Chapel 115.00

Monticello 42.92

Reidsville, S.S. .... 285.00

Salem Chapel 15.00

Union (Va.), S.S 5.00 462.92

Total ......$ 468.41

Grand Total $ 3,978.34

SPECIAL OFFERINGS

Amount brought forward -$ 6,273.80

Gertrude Brown Bible Class, United Cong. Christian

Church, Winston-Salem, N. C. (re-covering sofa) ....$ 50.00

Lehigh Valley Railroad Co. (dividend) 1.20

Dr. & Mrs. M. J. W. White, Luray, Va. — Golden
Anniversary Gift 25.00

Pisgah Cong. Christian Church, Pisgah, Alabama 20.00

Rev. Henry V. Harman, Haw River, N. C. 3.00

P. W. & Mary Iseley, McLeansville, N. C. —
Golden Anniversary Gift 25.00

Lehigh Valley Railroad Co. (coupon dividend) 80.00

In Memory of Ella Coltraine 5.00

In Memory of C. W. Louderback 10.00

In Memory of Charles T. Gregory 1.00

In Memory of Joseph Mills Fanny 5.00

Thanksgiving Offerings:

First Christian Church, Reidsville, N. C 85.54

Miss Bronza Dockery, Reidsville, N. C 10.00

Burlington Rotary Club 50.00
Dr. C. D. Johnston, Elizabeth City, N. C 50.00
Mrs. Clarke F. Cullers, Front Royal, Va 10.00

W. C. Mull, Burlington, N. C. 100.00

Mrs. W. C. Wicker & Ruth Rogers, Elon College, N. C. 10.00

A. L. Curling, South Norfolk, Va 10.00

Conover Furniture Co., Lenoir, N. C 200.00
Burlington Drug Co., Inc., Burlington, N. C 50.00
Mrs. C. S. Allen, Troy, N. C. 10.00

J. W. Drake, Pittsboro, N. C. 50.00
W. V. Coble, Burlington, N. C 100.00
Mrs. O. P. Holsinger, Harrisonburg, Va. 5.00

Mr. & Mrs. J. A. Russell, Suffolk, Va 50.00
Mr. & Mrs. W. C. Dofflemyer, Luray, Va 25.00

Alamance Laundry, Burlington, N. C. 150.00

Jule Pace, Mebane, N. C. 20.00

Mrs. W. H. Garrett, South Norfolk, Va 5.00

J. Frank Scott, Concord, N. C 15.00
Miss Celeste Penny, Raleigh, N. C 15.00

Mr. & Mrs. John M. Holt, Burlington, N. C 25.00
Baker-Cammack Hosiery Mills, Inc., Burlington, N. C. 100.00

J. C. Helmer, Newport News, Va 25.00

Huffman Oil Co., Inc., Burlington, N. C 50.00

M. R. Kersey, Dayton, Ohio 25.00
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Miss Ethel Friddle, Greensboro, N. C. 20.00

Clyde W. Rudd. Greensboro, N. C. 25.00

Miss Patti Adams, South Boston, Va. 15.00

Miss Willie Adams, South Boston, Va. 10.00

Mrs. W. A. Newman, Henderson, N. C. 25.00

V. Lee Hanbury, Norfolk, Va . - 25.00

Mr. & Mrs. R. L. Williamson, Charlottesville, Va. 5.00

Mrs. J. L. Burford, Winston-Salem, N. C. - ^ 10.00

Ralph M. Holt, Glen Raven, N. C - . 25.00

Women's Fellowship, Eutaw Community Church,
Fayetteville, N. C 25.00

Happy Home Congregational Christian Church 40.00

Rev. Mary Frances Thelen, Lynchburg, Va - 20.00

Mr. & Mrs. James S. Campbell, Franklin, Va. 5.00

Mrs. C. T. Holt, Sr., Burlington, N. C 50.00 '

A Friend, Burlington, N. C - - 10.00

O. H. King, Burlington, N. C 50.00

Miss Ruth Miller, Burlington, N. C 1.00

Hope Mills Congregational Christian Church 20.15

Mrs. Jodie Cable, Elon College, N. C. 5.00

Bible Class, Liberty (W.N.C.) Cong. Christian Ch 18.71

Oak Level Christian Church 21.18

Mr. & Mrs. Marvin Whitley, Suffolk, Va 10.00

Mr. & Mrs. Sam H. Scott, Winston-Salem, N. C. 10.00

Special Gifts ... . 116.65

Total .-- $ 2,033.43

Grand Total $ 8,307.23

Total for the Week .....$ 2,501.84

Total for the Year .$12,285.57

Grow Old
Usefully

Great achievements are not limited

1o the early years of the individual.

"Crossing the Bar", which helped to

immortalize Tennyson, was written
when he was 80. "Ave Maria" was
written by Verdi when he was 85, and
TVTichelangelo completed his greatest

masterpiece in his 89th year. At 98
Titian painted his "Battle of Lepan-
to". Toscannini, master of the baton,
now nearing 90, still sends pulsations
of music through the chambers of the
soul.

In 1875 the Post Office Depart-
ment issued a series of 25 stamps to

be used on newspapers and periodi-

cals. The smallest denomination was
one cent, and the largest $60.00. A
new series of such stamps was issued
in 1895, and these ranged in value
from one cent to $100.00. The use of
fiewspaper and periodical stamps was
discontinued in 1898.

PICTURES FOR CHILDREN TO COLOR
Christmas customs around the world are being shown during the four weeks of Advent.

English Children Bring a Yule Log From the Forest In Mexico They Break a Pinata With Goodies

December 4, 19.56 H



The Way Of Christian Love
Devotional Reading: I John 4:7-21

Background Scripture: I Corinthians 12:27-13:13

Memory Selection: And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the
greatest of these is charity. I Corinthians 13:13.

Here is one of the brightest jewels

of the dazzling array of the gems of

the Bible. It is written in prose, but
it is not prosaic. It is a song, a poem,
a hymn. It is immortal — men will

be reading it and singing it through
all the ages. It could not have been
loft out of this series of lessons on
The Great Passages of the Bible.

The world "charity" as given in the

King James Version is best expressed
by the word "love" as given in the

Revised Standard Version and in

other versions. Charity is too small

£. word; it often means doling out
some little gift, or even giving some
big gift, to the poor. Love is more
than that. And love is not some sweet,

effervescent emotion. A young woman
submitted some poems to the editor

of a publishing house, and when asked
what they were about, said that they
were about love. "And what is love?"

he asked. Casting her eyes toward
heaven, she ecstatically replied "Love
is gazing on a lily-pond at night, by
the shimmering moonbeams, when the

lilies are in full bloom, and. . .

"

"Stop," said the editor, "you are all

wrong. Love is getting up cheerfully,

out of a warm bed, on a cold winter
morning, at two o'clock, to fill a hot
water bottle for an ailing child. That
is love, real love." The editor was
right. The story is told of a boy in a
boarding school who wrote home to

his mother as follows: "Dear Mom:
They are making us write to our
parents. Love, Jack."

LOVE CONTRASTED
In the first of his great hymn of

love, Paul contrasts love with some
things which were highly regarded by
the people of his day. There was, for

instance the matter of "speaking with
tongues." How the people coveted that

gift! But Paul said that though a
man speak with the tongue of an
angel, and did not have love in his

heart, he would sound like a noisy

gong or a clanging cymbal. Or again
people coveted the "gift of prophecy,

and the ability to understand all

mysteries." Well, what of it? If they
had not love it was nothing. But what
about giving to the poor, giving every-

thing one had to the poor, even giving

one's body as a living sacrifice? Good,

but not enough. It would not amount
to anything unless one had love. Love
is a must. Without it, one can do
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nothing or give anything that really

matters. It must lie at the center of

life, and be the dynamic of action.

LOVE ANALYZED
Having contrasted love with very

desirable things, Paul goes on to

analyze it,' or break it down into some
of its component parts. Like a boy
passing a ray of sunlight through a
prism, and breaking it into the seven
colors of the rainbow, he passes love

through his inspired intellect and lov-

ing heart and breaks it up into cer-

tain aspects or descriptions.

1. Love is patient. It suffers long.

Ah, the patience of a loving mother,
or father. Or the patience of those
who love others. Rebuffed, some-
times disdained, unappreciated, ig-

nored, ill-treated, there are those who
go on loving, patiently enduring
slights, and returning good for evil.

2. Love is kind. Gracious, gentle,

sympathetic, thoughtful, considerate
of others, love is kind.

3. Love is generous. Love does not
envy others, it does not look with
discontent on the success or the good
fortunes of others, it does not be-

grudge others, or covet what they
have. It is generous, magnanimous,
gracious.

4. Lova is humble. Love does not
puff itself up, does not vaunt itself,

does not go around strutting like a

peacock, boasting of its goodness and
its accomplishment, lording it over
others, feeling a sense of superiority,

full of pride and selfrighteousness.

5. Love is courteous and good-man-
nered. Love does not behave itself

unseemly. Love may not know all the
rules in the book of etiquette, but
love knows instinctively how to be-

have. Indeed the essence of good man-
rers is love. A person who loves may
m.ake mistakes of the head but he will

not make mistakes of the heart. The
mark of a true gentleman or gentle-

SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON

December 16, 1956

By Rev. H. S. Hardcastle, D. D.

Pastor of Berea and Oakland

Congregational Christian

Churches, Chuckatuck, Va.

woman is love, for love is courteo
and good-ma nncrcd.

6. Love is unselfish. Love seeketh
not her own. Love is not always
"looking out for Number One." It

looks not only on the things of its

own, but also on the things of others
It shares, gives, seeks the welfare of
others, forgets self, goes the second
mile.

7. Love is long-suffering. Love is

rot easily provoked. Love takes a lot
It does not lose self-control at the
elightest provocation. It takes a lot

to cause it to blow its top — indeed
it never does that. All of this could
have been said under the heading that
love is patient.

8. Love is generous in judgements.
Love thinks no evil, it does not impute
wrong motives to people, does not
pre-judge them, believes what is best,

sees fine possibilities in people and
situations, is merciful and gracious
abstains from condemnation. Does not
take delight in iniquity, is pained by
scandal or scurrilous gossip, grieves
over sin and wrong-doing, suffers over
the sins and sorrows and sufferings
of others. And it rejoices in the truth
is glad for every bit of good news,
every advance of righteousness, every
good work.

9. Love is persistent and indestruc
tible. The words "Love never faileth'

can better be translated, "Love never
ends". Ideas, techniques, theories
systems, governments, life itself, all

these change. But love does not
change or end. It endures. Prophecies!
fail of fulfilment, words go into ob
livion, knowledge changes. But love|

never ends. And it never fails. And
after all other efforts fail, the way of

love wins. Faith, hope, love, these;

three abide. They are three great
words in the Christian vocabulary
the three greatest words in fact. But
the greatest of these, says the inspired

writer, is love.

LOVE EXPRESSED
Love as described in this immortal

chapter is not easily come by, or easily

expressed. There are those who read

these NOTES who will feel a lack ol

love, both for God and for man. Sc Poi

often our hearts seem cool and calloui

and cold. But there is something that

we can do about it. We can ask God ir

his mercy to give to us the spirit o
love. His grace can warm our heart
v/ith love. And we can develop lov
by practice. Love grows and develop;

through use and by practice. If yoi

will open your heart to the love o

God and express his love in action
you will grow more and more unt
perfect love.

The Christian Sl



3n iWemonam
"Blessed arc the dead ivho die in the Lord."

I

A LETTER FROM DR. JAY

Aspers, Pa. R.l

Nov. 10, 1956

Dear Brother Lester:

Enclosed find check for $5.00 for

two years subscription to THE
;
CHRISTIAN SUN.

I took my first settled pastorate at

Holland and Holy Neck, Virginia,

j

September 1918. I then subscribed to
' THE CHRISTIAN SUN and have con-

tinued it to the present. I love the

paper for its Christian message, and
it keeps me in closer touch with my

j

many friends and brother ministers

in the South.

I congratulate you, Dr. Lester, on

becoming the editor of THE SUN. You
are doing a splendid job of it. Kindly

remember Mrs. Jay and myself to

Mrs. Lester with thanks for the splen-

:
did work she is doing. Also remember

:
us to Superintendent Bill Scott and
Professor John Barney. Barney and

; 1 were reared within eight miles of

ieach other here in Pennsylvania.

I have been retired since October 1,

;• 1947. For a few years after coming
back to Pennsylvania I supplied

churches some, but am past that now.

1 feel good, still drive my car on short

trips, but am not able to do any regu-

lar kind of work.

God bless you in your work, and
all your household.

Very truly yours,

W. M. Jay
' Note: Dr. Jay will be remembered
' pleasantly by many as a teacher at

Elon, and pastor at Holland, Holy

;

Neck, and Winston Salem. F. C. L.

j
CONGREGATIONAL CHRISTIANS

IN THE NEWS
' The "biggest" picture to come out

;
of Hollywood in some time is Cecil B.

I

DeMille's new production, "The Ten
' Commandments." The star of this

film, portraying Moses, is Charlton

i!

Heston. Mr. Heston and his wife are

i
members of the First Congregational

j church of Los Angeles. Their own son,

\ Fraser Clarke Heston, who portrays

i the infant Moses, was baptised there,

i
Portraying Moses in the film meant

I

more than acting a part to Mr. Hes-
ton. He spent two years studying
Moses' character and his message.

I

— ADVANCE

PRICELESS THINGS
It's good to have money and the

things money can buy, but it's good,

too, to check up once in a while and
make sure you haven't lost the things

money can't buy.

— George Horace Lorimer.

BARRETT
On June 30, 1956, God saw k(i(k1 to

call his servant, Carrie C. Barrett, from
her suffering to a perfect rest.

She was a member of Burton's Grove
Christian Church, and a faithful mem-
ber of the Ladies Aid Society.

She is survived by her husband, one
daughter and four grandchildren.
May God give us strength to follow

his will as she tried to do.

Mrs. Lillie Gay
Mrs. Helen Parsons, Jr.

Mrs. Bernice Gay
Committee

BLAND
On Sept. 2:5, 1956, our Heavenly

Father in all his love saw fit to call from
our midst brother Charlie C. Bland, a
beloved member of our church, Sunday
school and community. He was sexton
of the church and served on the board
of deacons for a number of years.

Knowing we shall miss his kindly
smile and active devotion to his church,
we the members of Mt. Carmel Christian
Church in memory of his service resolve

:

1. That we thank God fo>- his long and
useful life and submit to his will.

2. That we extend to his family our
deepest sympathy and commend them to

God who doeth all things well.

3. That a copy of these resolutions \q.

sent to the family, a copy to THE
CHRISTIAN SUN for publication and a
copy placed on our church record.

Miss Louise Rose

Mrs. Loyd Bradshaw

CARLETON
Mi-s. Maude E. Carleton passed to the

eternal home on November 30, 1956, at
the age of 86, after several years of ill-

ness. She was the mother of Mrs. F. C.
Lester of Asheboro, North Carolina.

CARR
On Oct. 4, 1956, God in his infinite

wisdom saw fit to call from our midst
brother Thomas J. "Dink" Carr, who
was a beloved member of Mt. Carmel
Christian Church.

Therefore be it resolved :

1. That we be submissive to the plan
and action of God who doeth all things
well.

2. That we extend to the family circl?
our heartfelt sympathy.

3. That a copy of these resolutions be
sent to the family, a copy be sent to
THE CHRISTIAN SUN for publicatiori,
and a copy placed on our church record.

Miss Louise Rose

Mrs. Loyd Bradshaw

TRIBUTES TO DR. JOCKINSEN
Tlie passing of Dr. John P. Jockinsen,

pastor of the First Congregational
Church, is a great loss to our community.
Yet, we know that the good doctor had
lived a glorious life, dedicated to the
Lord and a life which had reached a
peak in our community.

For it was Dr. Jockinsen who provided
the spiritual guidance and led in the
hard work necessary for his congrega-
tion to achieve a beautiful church on
South Euclid Avenue.

His inspiration to his own coii'j'rega-

tion was outstanding, just as it was to

the many people who came to kno w him
as a minister and a friend or neighbor.

Dr. Jockinsen was one of those re-
markable men who understood people;
who spoke of religion as a living thing
and who imparted to those who met him
a wonderful sense of love for God and
mankind.

He was extremely proud of his new
church — a proudness which bore the
humbleness of one who served as a
disciple.

Dr. Jockinsen was a person of whom
it can be said — "what he did he did in
the Lord's name, not his own."

And now the new First Congregational
Church will forever live as a tribute to a
man who gave his life willingly, so that
others might learn the truth and worship
in a House of God — one of Sarasota's
newest churches.

— Sarasota (Fla.) News

Dr. Jockinsen's service to the Florida
Conference covered elmost every phase
of its activities, committee membership,
teaching at young people's camps, as
member of the Board of Directors, and
Moderator. He was a leader in bringing
the Conference to autonomy and self-
support in 1944. Ever interested in
Church Extension, Dr. Jockinsen led his
church in St. Petersburg in the sponsor-
ship of the Church-by-the-Sea at Mader'a
Beach. Before leaving Florida for Ill-

inois he confided with the Superintendent
his ambition someday to return to the
state to organize a Congregational
Church in Sarasota. By rare good for-
tune he was ready to come back to us
iust at the point when the Sarasota
Church was seeking its first permanent
pastor. Its lovely sanctuary and its

completed organization will be his en-
during monument. His interest in young
t>eo'^le made him a leader in the move
to acquire a Conference Center, and
through his influence a legacy from the
Hst."te of Mrs. Fannie Tolles came just in
time to pav the mort^-age under which
Lake Byrd Lodo:e had been purchased.

Mrs. Jockinsen has throughout their
career given herse'f unsparingly to the
wo'"V of the churches he served, and is

much beloved in all their former par-
ishes--. She is at pi'esent a member of
our Board of Director's.

— Florida Congregational News
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Build a stronger, richer life . .

.

WORSHIP TOGETHER EVERY WEEK!
You know the hymn—"How firm a Foundation?" Of course you do. But
it's more than a hymn. To many it is a way of life.

The foundation is faith. Faith that gives every day a shining new quality.

Faith that provides a strong shelter in time of need. Faith that sustains

you in sickness and trouble. Faith that makes life a great adventure,
truly worth living.

You find faith as a member of a family, as a member of a community;
Worshiping together every week, with those you love, with others who believe
as you do— gives you strength to carry through with hope and courage.

You can build a stronger, richer life—on a firm foundation of faith.

Worship together this week . . . every week!

16 The Christian Sur



VOlUME 108 utCtmbtK II, ivdo imUJVBF'' 47

WHAT CAN CHRISTIANS DO
TO HELP HUNGARY

The Congregational Christian Service Committee joins

with other church groups cooperating with

Church World Service and the World Council of Churches

in an effort to raise

$2,000,000
as the Protestant Churches' share in helping

Hungarian refugees

The money is needed for the following purposes:

A team of workers in Hungarian refugee camps in Austria

An extensive resettlement program of refugees in America

(it is expected that up to one-third of the

21,500 Hungarian refugees to be brought to

America will be Protestants)

Purchase and transportation of goods to camps in

Austria and elsewhere:

Clothing

Baby supplies

Medicine

Vitamins

*: Supplementary food

Funds must be available for help inside Hungary when
and if the opportunity for such assistance comes

$2,000,000 is desperately needed.

Send your contributions, marked "For Hungarian

Relief" through the Southern Convention Office.

The CtDK) rc'iaHoiiul Cliristldn Service Coin inif fi,'c

110 E. 2dth 'St., New York IC, .V. Y.



Here And There Among The Churches
REV. RUBEN ASKEW was ordain-

ed at Berea church ( near Elon ) Sun-

day afternoon, December 2.

AT HAW RIVER deacons and
deaconesses were ordained and church

officials installed during the morning
service last Sunday. Group subscrip-

tions to THE CHRISTIAN SUN begin

with the new year.

A CHRISTMAS CHORAL CON-
CERT will be enjoyed at Suffolk Sun-

day evening, December 16, at 7:30

o'clock. Soloists include Mrs. Doris

Brinkley Hoyt, Mrs. Joanne Ellis

Alley, Miss Julianne Brinkley, Mrs.

Ada Crutchfield, Miss Martha Joyner,

Miss Patricia Jones, Miss Faye Gor-

don, J. E. Baines, Edward Kinsey, and

Buster Speight. The program is under

the direction of David Brown Harrell,

Minister of Music of the Suffolk

church. The public is cordially invited.

PARSONAGE DEDICATION a t

Mt. Carmel, Walters, Virginia, Decem-

ber 2 brought to fulfillment a seven

year dream. In 1949 members began

to plan for a parsonage, but ground

breaking did not come until January

7, 1954. May 15 of that year the Rev.

Ellis Clark and family moved into the

building. At the dedication the mort-

gages were burned, and the Reverends

H. S. Hardcastle and Ellis Clark join-

ed with the present pastor. Rev. G.

C. Crutchfield, and his people in dedi-

cating the house that had cost the

congregation $12,450.00

THE VOICE OF THE TEMPLE is

an attractive ten-page monthly bul-

letin of the Congregational Christian

Temple of Norfolk, Virginia. The De-

cember number tells of the reception

of Mrs. J. F. Morgan and the Rev.

Helen Line Case Herbrecht into the

church membership. The latter is

from First Universalist church of

Junction City, Kansas. Notice is given

of the resignation of the Rev. Norman
M. Schlegel as Minister of Christian

Education.

THE ORPHANAGE OFFERING at

Palm Street November 25 was $75.00,

and there were 143 people present for

the morning church service, just four

fewer than attended Sunday school

that day.

DR. C. M. HEYMANN, pastor of

our church in Hendersonville, North
Carolina, is the new president of the

Ministerial Association of that city.

He was secretary-treasurer during the

past year. There are twenty pastors

of churches in the area who share in

this association.

AT ALBEMARLE, North Carolina,

the Rev. Clyde Fields of Asheboro
assisted Rev. Silas Madren in a revi-

val meeting the week of November 25.

Near the first of the new year, the

Madren family will return to Elkton,

Virginia where he will become pastor

of Bethel, Mt, Olivet, G., and Mt.

Olivet, R. churches. These churches
are looking forward to the return of

ihis minister who took time out to

serve in Albemarle for a few years.

YOUNG PEOPLE BUY
PULPIT FURNITURE

Naomi Higgs

Several months ago the Pilgri

Fellowship of Newport Church (Va

ley Conference) decided that new pilje

pit furniture was needed. As tl n

first step in this direction new chai||it

were purchased.

Having no funds in the treasur

the young people went to work
earn money in various ways. Sellii

Christmas cards, having a food sa]

bnd being aided by the Sunday scho( i

they were able to reach their goal,

The new chairs were installed r ?

cently and on the third Sunday
November they were dedicated at t]

regular service by the pastor. Re
R. E. Newton.

FROM BETHLEHEM, Disputanta,

comes an attractive mimeographed
bulletin, which is a new venture for

this church and its minister, Rev.
James W. Walters. Average atten-

dance for three months has been 89,

and six have united with the church.

SHRUBBERY has been plant

ground our delightful parsonage
Fayetteville where Rev. and Mrs. Ca
Wallace make their home and fro

which they serve a very importa
community, composed in large part
personnel from Fort Bragg.

THE UNITED CHURCH of Raleigh
observed its seventy-fifth anniversary

November 25 at the morning service,

and with a dramatic program in the

evening giving some of the history of

the church. Seventy-five years of

church history — how interesting!

And how valuable!

at

CONGRATULATIONS to Ira

McDowell, newly elected county col

missioner of Randolph County, wl

was chosen by his fellow-commi
sioners last week as their chairma
Mr. McDowell, a member of Pleasa
Union church, is the treasurer of t

Western North Carolina Conference
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Home Mission Boards Plan
For United Church

vNTICIPATING MERGER IN 1957

Home mission officials of the Con-
regational Ciiristian Churches and
le Evangelical and Reformed Church
leeting in Atlantic City, New Jersey,

lovember 16, announced "the most
ritical missions among men in this

ragic and glorious generation" facing

;ie new United Church of Christ to

e formed by the two denominations
ext June.

Directors and staff members of

'ome missions boards and commis-
ions of the two churches, in a three

jay planning session for a new Board
f Home Missions of the United

;hurch, gave high priority to four

ome missionary projects.

The raising of a "staggering sum"
3 necessary, the planners reported,

to make a bold, new approach to the

nner city" and to establish and sup-

ort city church institutions. Planning

m a regional basis is required to

inatch "the amazing growth of huge
metropolitan areas and needs of areas

;)f declining populations," they stated

n their findings.

i

The officials called for a "rededi-

^ation" in the United Church "to the

|ask and challenge of mi.ssion in the

'ield of race relations." Their pro-

gram seeks abolition of racial segre-

ration in local churches, schools,

ransportation and housing.

"We single out for special emphasis

•he area of housing," they reported,

'where racial restrictions in private

i.nd public housing continue to limit

lousing opportunity and perpetuate a

?hetto-like pattern of community life.

Dur job is not only one of creating a

;limate of opinion among our people

"or better unrestricted housing but

ikewise helping to implement and
encourage the practice. Work with

>nd through community organiza-

ions, exploratory pilot projects, co-

jperation with national church and
)ther bodies, the creative use of re-

jearch and information as tools of

•ocial change — these we conceive

)f as useful ways of operation and
function."

A major program of experimental

evangelism was recommended for the

Mew Church, " to combat the forms
3f paganism and destruction in our
culture" with surprising new ways
md unconventionalized styles of con-

fronting men with the Christian Gos-
pel. Main emphasis will be on experi-

mental projects for reaching people

outside the church.

One recommended experiment is a

city-wide evangelistic campaign em-
bracing the needs of the church in the
inner city, in residential communities,
in missionary and suburban churches
and utilizing all church activities and
all means of communication common
to the city.

Higher education was cited by the
officials as "critical in America
today." A chief objective of the new
church should be to provide an ade-

quate Christian ministry to students
in church-related colleges, seminar-
ies, private colleges and state univer-
sities. Other "immediate needs" are
close oversight of financial support
of higher education and "genuine con-

( crn" for faculty salaries and accrc-

(iitalion ol' church-related institutions.

The mission officials also warned
their members that "we are not en-

gaged in a hand-holding job for our
church youth away from home but in

a real effort to penetrate with a living

Gospel the center of influence where
American society and culture is being
given some of its most distinctive and
deepest shape and force."

A large amount of the home mission
work of the two denominations is al-

ready being administered as a single

enterprise, the officials reported. The
two communions now publish a
common curriculum for Christian edu-

cation in church schools. They have
lecently formed a United Student
Followship for Congregational Chris-

tian and Evangelical and Reformed
college and university students. Their
high school age youth organizations

also have been united.

The findings of the planning con-

ference were prepared by a committee
headed by the Rev. Dr. Howard
Spragg, general secretary for admin-
istration of the Congregational Chris-

tian Board of Home Missions.

PASTOR MOVES INTO PARSONAGE

The Rev. R. T. Grissom and family have moved into the beautiful new
parsonage of the Holy Neck Christian Church. The building is located one
and a half miles from the church, and four miles from Holland, Virginia.
Eight rooms and bath make this a house to be enjoyed by a minister and
his family.

6lffs ht Howe ^
SUBSCRIPTIONS TO THE CHRISTIAN SUN
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EDITORIALS

Preparing For Christmas
Yes, we all know of that period of

rushing here and there, of the fret

and turmoil incident to preparing for

Christmas. But it is not of that hustle
and bustle that this piece is about.

God took a long time to prepare for

Christmas. Some think that there are

evidences in Genesis that in that early

day God was considering sending his

Son to the world for redemption pur-

poses. They see these signs in the

Psalms, and most certainly in the

great prophets like Isaiah. Even in the

gospels of Matthew and Luke the

event does not burst full blast on an
unprepared world. Wise men journey-

ed far, and Joseph and Mary consider-

ed the matter for nearly a year.

ji the fullness of time" Christ

came. The Romans did not know that

God was using them to prepare "the

way of the Lord" when they were
building roads across the world and
teaching people of many nations the

common language. But the Greek
culture, the Roman language and
roads were avenues through which the

message of the Master spread. God
had prepared the world for Christmas.

How can we prepare for Christmas ?

Things are in abundance if we wish to

make a gift to a friend. Highways
are open and cars, trains and air-

planes are available if we wish to

visit with those we love. Business will

stop for a day so we can rest and seek
renewal.

When all these things are done, we
still say, "What lack I yet?" Well,
there are weightier matters needing
attention.

Personally, we need to dig deep into

our minds and spirits. Has religion

become merely a habit of ritual, or do
we really seek to know the Lord for
ourselves? Do we really adore the
Babe in the Manger, the Master of

men, the resurrected Lord? Are we
honestly seeking to know the mind
of the Master in human relations?

Have we the courage of conviction, or

do we tend to drift with the opinion

about us? Answers to these and simi-

lar questions will help to prepare us
for Christmas, and a happy Christmas
it will be. •

But God did not make a Christmas
for shepherds and kings just because
that would make himself very happy.
There was something that the weary
world needed tliat could be done; and
God tried to do it. Your Christmas
and mine will not be complete unless

we try to do for others some of the

things they sorely need.

Suffice it to say that children need
to be taught to sing with the angels,

that youth awaits Christian leader-

ship, that gold and all it signifies

must be dedicated to human welfare,

and that bridges must be built

between all the peoples of the earth

Success Awaits

so friendship can be universal. "Pea
and good-will among men" have n

arrived yet. Christmas gives
i

another chance to prepare for thd

coming.

It may be a neighborly deed for t

person of another race who lives nes

the entertainment of a foreign st

dent or some other stranger with
the area, or it may be a liberal

to the Hungarians fleeing for the

lives, or the less fortunate who ca)

not cross the border. It may be o
of a dozen things that will bring i

lease to the captive and cause tho
who are in the midst of darkness
see the light of eternal truth, bi

whatever it is that gives new hope
our world, that will be our best Chris

mas gift. To make that gift needs re

preparation.

ONCE MORE THIS YEAR
That topic looks so final. It

There will be only one more issue

THE CHRISTIAN SUN in 1956.

We like to temporize, to feel th;

if we do not like it this way we ce

change it. Final examinations sour

hard, even though they may not V

any more difficult than the dai

tests. But one cannot always tempo
ize. Things come to an end, and thei

isn't any more.

All of this is just to let you kno
there will be only one more issue

this paper this year. Then we stai

new on New Year's Day.

The Golden Anniversary year for our Church Home
for Children is rapidly drawing to a close. It will not

return.

Superintendent Truitt has been telling us with great

earnestness that the Home needs our help, and in larger

measure than we have yet given. If one sits with
"Cousin John" in the kitchen where workers and older

school children eat at noon, or in the den of his lovely

home, and talks intimately of the problems of caring for

seventy-five children who have
; no parents to give them af-

j
fection and care, then one

J begins to sense the need for

the Golden Anniversary gifts

W- for which he pleads so elo-

quently.

The lovely high school

senior, whose picture adorns
this page, needs a home until

her school days are over, and
she can find employment. So
do the others who have not
gone quite so far in school,

but who are intelligent, good-looking, eager, and d^'

pendent upon our care.

None of us would wish to say to any of the childre

in our Church Home: "The time for you to leave ha

come. We cannot support you longer." Neither woul

we want to say to accommodating merchants that th

bills cannot be paid. NO. We want all the childre

to have the safety, the care, and the love they need, an

we do not expect the Burlington merchants to pay th

bills.

There is only one alternative. That is for us wh
care to give the needed money so the children can hav
the home, and the costs can be paid for us and by us

It should not be a burden, but a joy. Don't forget. Th
children are there, the capable workers are doing thei

job, the m.erchants are generous, the test is with us

and members and friends of the Church Home fo

Children.

The Christian Si



TRAGEDY IN HUNGARY IS CALLED

"A Dangerous Twilight"
BY MARJORIE HYER

The stream of refugees from Hun-
gary may be only a tragic dress re-

hearsal for the future.

;

The Rev. Dr. Norris Wilson, execu-

ive director of Church World Service,

/oiced this opinion on his return from
,m on-the-spot survey of Hungarian
refugee camps in Austria.

Speaking at a press conference on

ruesday, November 27, Dr. Wilson

said, "The situation is now centered

)n Hungary. Tomorrow the flood may
pome from any one of the other

Eastern European countries. The
people with whom I talked are certain

.his isn't one incident that will be

settled in the fullness of time."

! Some of the people Dr. Wilson

calked to were seated in governmental

md intergovernmental offices in Vi-

ijnna, Salzburg, Geneva, and London.

fie talked to others as they stood wet

find shivering around a fire in the

|no-man's-land on the safe side of the

|fA.ustrian-Hungarian border.

Dr. Wilson, former Associate Minis-

ter of the Missions Council of the

Congregational Christian Churches,

liescribed the scene at the border as

!ie saw it on Thanksgiving day: It

vas near the little village of Andau
;arly in the morning. Several Aus-
trian police were on hand and parked
ilong the road were automobiles be-

onging to members of an Austrian

fouring Club, a private organization

hat, like so many others, had volun-

:eered to help the refugees. It was
pold, and not yet day-light. Earlier,

I

me of the police reported, they had
leard a shot, but everything was quiet

low. There were no refugees in sight.

Presently three shapes loomed up in

he no-man's-land. As they approach-

ed one of the Austrians went out to

jneet them — to see if the "shapes"

ivere refugees or a Communist police

iDorder patrol. They proved to be

•efugees and in a few minutes they

1 stood warming themselves at the fire

before climbing into one of the cars

j.hat would take them to Andau to

;:he shelter that had been set up there.

Between the time those three

''shapes appeared on Thanksgiving
Day's dawn and four o'clock that

ifternoon, seven hundred people

crossed the border. Most of them were
young men — many of them Freedom
Fighters — and they came in groups
of three or four or five. While they

waited to be registered or for trans-

portation to the refugee center they
had told their stories. "They liked to

talk — to tell what had happened
to them," said Dr. Wilson, "and their

stories were universally terrible."

Dr .Wilson paid tribute to all the

agencies, both governmental and
private, that were helping with the

refugee problem. "One of the mira-

cles," he said, "was that governments
were so quick to respond." He particu-

larly praised the Austrian govern-

ment, which has had to shoulder the

heavy burden of sheltering and feed-

ing the refugees while they await
emigration. "Anyone involved," he
said, "would pay first tribute to the

Austrian people. They have responded
marvelously." He told of one Aus-
trian town near the border that spent

so much of its municipal funds on
emergency relief for the refugees that

they were unable to meet the payroll

of city employees.

Church officials were operating on
an emergency footing — some going
for 24 hours without sleep in order

to take care of the needs of the refu-

gees. The United States consulate in

Vienna, Dr. Wilson reported, was
working on two twelve-hour shifts a
day.

The first need of the refugees is

immediate food and shelter, and in

many cases, warm, dry clothing. Dr.

Wilson told of visiting an emergency
shelter that had been set up in a

school in Eisenstadt, near the border,

where children and adults alike came
in with their clothes frozen to their

bodies. (The main escape route comes
across a swanp and the end of a lake)

Church World Service along with
other voluntary agencies is helping to

f.upply food and clothing to the

refugees.

But the big need of the refugees is

to get out of Austria. A few of the

refugees, who still have families in

Hungary, want to remain in Austria
in hopes of being re-united with their

family, but. Dr. Wilson adds, 'Most
of them want to come to the United

States." Western European countries

have offered a haven too. Dr. Wilson
pointed out that Britain, for example,
is accepting refugees in unlimited

numbers and added "We should do
the same."

Approximately one third of the

Hungarian refugees are Protestants,

and of that group, two-thirds come
from the Reformed tradition.

In the first days, most of the refu-

gees were professional people. Then
came a wave of farmers and people

from the country. Then the people

from Budapest began to arrive.

Most of the refugees which Dr.

Wilson talked with were from this

latter group. From one of them, a
theological student, he heard an eye-

witness account of the first uprising

in Constitution Square in Budapest.
The student's story verified news-
paper accounts of the defection not

only of Hungarian police but of

Russian soldiers as well, as he told

how the Russian tank crews in the

first days shot down Communist
secret police instead of Hungarian
freedom fighters.

Dr. Wilson reported hearing from
several different sources stories of a
unique type of looting in the depart-

ment stores in Budapest, wherein
Russian soldiers walked in, stripped

off their uniforms, put on civilian

clothes and "melted" into the popu-
lation.

But these incidents were far out-

numbered by stories of horror and
tightening controls. "Most of the

refugees I talked with," said Dr. Wil-

son, "say 'Hungary is dead.' I am
f;ure that if the Freedom Fighters
thought there was a chance, they
would not be leaving Hungary as
refugees."

The Russians are replacing the
troops that were in Hungary with
fresh soldiers — men who have not
fraternized with the Hungarian
people. Some of the refugees spoke
of seeing for the first Mongolian
troops in Budapest. And controls are
being looked to in other Eastern
European nations. Dr. Wilson report-

ed that the Roumanian border had
been sealed and her troops disarmed
in order to prevent a similar uprising
there.

"Most observers see the Hungarian
thing as the beginning of the end,"
said Dr. Wilson. "It is the twilight of
Russia's power — and it a very
c'nngorniis twilight."
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Important Events At BethlehemThank Offering

Service At
South Norfolk

The Women's Fellowship of the

South Norfolk Congregational Chris-

tian Church conducted their annual
"THANK OFFERING SERVICE" at

the evening worship hour Sunday No-
vember 11, 1956.

A worship center was arranged at

the altar with Sallman's picture of

"The Head of Christ" flanked on both
sides by candles and ivy.

The following program was presen-

ted:

Organ Prelude
Call to Worship: "Into My Heart"
Invocation and Lord's Prayer
Hymn: "I Will Sing The Wonderous

Story"
Scripture Response: "The Great
Commission"

Hymn: "Lead On, O King Eternal"

Tithes and Offerings

After the offertory response, the

Pastor, Rev. O. D. Poythress turned

the remainder of the service to Mrs.

J. L. Pierce, president of the Women's
Fellowship, who read the Scripture

lesson taken from the sixth chapter

of Matthew, followed by prayer.

The film "A Gift For My Son" was
shown.

After the lighting of the candles by

Mrs. Pierce, Mrs. C. N. Harris gave

a short talk about the Thank Offer-

ing — its significance and far-reach-

ing results.

As the organist. Miss Gladys Han-
bury, played softly "I Gave My Life

For Thee" the Thank Offerings were

individually carried forward and laid

on the communion table in front of

the worship center. Mrs. Pierce gave

the dedicatory scripture and prayer.

The impressive service was brought

to a close with the singing of "Blest

Be The Tie That Binds," and the

Benediction by the pastor.

All who attended received spiritual

upliftment as well as the joy of

sharing.

A NICE CHRISTMAS GIFT for the

Ed Riggs, Angie Crew, Timothy
Chang, Jose Dabuet, and other of our

missionary and national friends would
be a subscription to THE CHRISTIAN
SUN. Some Sunday school class.

Pilgrim Fellowship, or women's so-

ciety might like to do this.

6

Mrs. William L. Brinkley

The Women's Fellowship of Bethle-

hem Christian Church, Suffolk, Vir-

ginia, observed three big events dur-

ing November.
On November 2, World Community

Day, we joined in fellowship with Lib-

erty Spring, Cypress Chapel, Damas-
cus, Oak Grove, and Eure in the lovely

new church our people at Eure now
enjoy. The building was filled with
enthusiastic women who listened to

Miss Pauline Felton, a member of the

Youth Fellowship of the Eure church,

review the study book on Southeast

Asia. She did it very effectively. Then
followed delicious refreshments in the

fellowship hall of the church.

Monday, November 5, the women
presented the Thank-Offering pro-

gram entitled "Scholarship Aid to

Indian American Youth." The dedi-

cation program, found in the packet,

was presented by our President, Mrs.

Harry Schadel, and the leaders of the

four divisions of our Society, Mrs.

W. E. Joyner, Mrs. Fred Byrd, Mrs.

Edward Johnson, and Mrs. William
Brinkley. Special music was rendered

by Mrs. Waiter Graham, Mrs. Richard
Forrester and Mrs. William Brinkley,

accompanied by Mrs. O. C. Bradshaw.
Each member presented her mite box
at the altar in this service of dedica-

tion. What fun and privilege it was
counting those pennies, dimes and
dollars that expressed our thankful-

ness to God throughout the year. The
grand total amounted to $155.00.

Thursday, November 29, the four

groups met in the fellowship hall to

make gifts for our friendly service

project — hospital gowns, layettes,

bed room slippers, and many other

items were made. These and other

gifts will be presented in the program
which is being planned by our friendly

service committee, Mrs. Edgar Savage,

The women of Hank's Chapel have
com.pleted their year's work and are

beginning their new year's work with

joy. During the past year many pro-

jects have been enjoyed by every

WOMEN'S FELLOWSHIP
Mrs. J. H. Booth, Jr., Editor

143 Winchester Drive

Hampton, Va.

f

Mrs. R. E. Luter, Jr., Mrs. O. ( 1

Bradshaw, and Mrs O. L. Moore. Eac ?"

carried her lunch, and what a wonde: i'

iul time we all had! What pleasure v. *

find in working together, in sharin; 'i'

and helping others at home and afa *

It your society has not experience f'^

this feeling of fellowship in sharin; &

you have missed a great joy.

If any of you women have developt
some new idea in Christian fellowshi;

please share it with us through THI
CHRISTIAN SUN.

New Society At
Martha's Chape

Mrs. Edward Currie

A Woman's Missionary Society h£

recently been organized at Marthas
Chapel, near Durham. We only ha^i

a small church and our group is smal
We have about forty active membei
in our church and so far have onl

eight members of our women's societ;

We hope that as we go along we wi
gain more members.

The officers of our new group an'

President, Mrs. Otis Council, Route :

Apex; vice president, Mrs. Marie Hoi
Route 2, Apex; secretary-treasure

Mrs. Edward Currie, 722 Arnei
Avenue, Durham; study chairma:
Mrs. Ernest Council, Route 3, Apex.

I

Our District Superintendent, Mr
Robert Smith of Durham, has talkej

with me and offered to help us. '.

seems good to us to have someone t

lead us until we get more used to tl

work.
I

Our pastor is Rev. Bill Sheron fro(

near Wake Forest. He is real good i

our little church. We like him vei
.

much.
I

member. One that the Bertha Ridd
Circle is proud of is the sending (

$100 in Bouneva Farlow's name 1

the Udivil's Girls' School in Ceylon
Officers for the new year are: Mrl

Nellie R. Bland, president; Mrs. Elsj

White, secretary; Mrs. Naomi Riddlj

chairman of Bertha Riddle Circle ar >

Mrs. Carrie Keck, chairman of Edilj li

Thrift Circle. The women have plail
^

ned their Friendly Service and Than
,

Offering programs which are to l! ^

in November and December.
[ ^

The Christian Su t

Circle Sends $100 To Ceylon



Veterans Of The Cross
In making up your list of Christmas

:iffs please remember the Veterans
.f the Cross, those men and women
vho have served nobly in the cause
if Christ and who are no longer able

Lo support themselves. Churches and
individuals make gifts for them at

Christmas.

Appreciation is expressed by some
of them in this way:

"I don't seem to have words to

express my appreciation for the won-
derful check the Board sent me. I do
get discouraged sometimes and when
J get this lovely gift it does so much
tor me I feel like God and people do

care, and they do something about it,

also. I thank you more than I can
tell you."

"Your gift at Christmas was receiv-

ed and gratefully appreciated. We
have had an unusually cold winter and
the oil bill soars pretty high. Thanks
to the check which was the means of

p. warm, comfortable home at this

time. Thanks, and thanks again."

SHALLOW FORD BREAKS GROUND FOR EDUCATIONAL BUILDING

Ground was broken at Shallow

Ford Congregational Christian
church, near Elon College, on October

14 for the erection of an educational

building and fellowship hafl. The
building is to be of block and brick
construction, and will hav- about
7,500 square feet of floor space. Those
participating in the grpund-b. caking

December 1 1, 1956

ceremony are shown above. Reading
from left to right they are:

Mrs. Odessa Penley, representing

the women; Ervin Walker, represent-

ing the men; J. C. Matkins, chairman
of the deacons; R. G. Brown, Jr.,

representing the Sunday school;

Challis Isley, chairman of the board
of finance; Rev. Richard M. Petersen,

pastor; Dr. W. T. Scott, Superinten-

dent of the Southern Convention;
Johnnie Rudd, representing the

youth; little Sandy Whitaker, repre-

senting the younger generation; Bax-
ter Tickle, representing the older

generation; LeBoyd Chrismon, chair-

man of the building committee; and
Virgil Wyrick, chairman of the board
of trustees.
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Virginia Youth Attend
UCYM Conference

Mrs. Jack Akin

Eastern Virginia was represented

at the United Christian Youth Move-
ment Conference in Richmond Novem-
ber 30 to December 2 by Miss Faye
Gordon of Suffolk who is president

of the Soutliern Convention Pilgrim

Fellowship, Miss Nancy Rountree of

Sunbury (Damascus) who is secretary

of the Eastern Virginia Pilgrim Fel-

lowship, and Miss Joy Ann Akin of

Great Bridge who is corresponding
secretary of the Eastern Virginia

group. The girls were accompanied by
their advisor, Mrs. Jack Akin. Presi-

dent Tom Murphey had planned to

attend but was prevented by illness.

The theme for the conference was:
"Consider Your Call." The guest
speaker was Dr. John Oliver Nelson,

member of the faculty of Yale Divin-

ity School, New Haven, Connecticut.

Dr. Nelson gave three major address-
es: "Life as a Christian Vocation;"
"Christians in Vocations;" and "Dedi-

cated Christians."

A banquet Saturday evening at

Hotel Richmond was attended by
about 350 young people and their

counsellors from all parts of Virginia

representing the seventeen denomin-
ations which share in this phase of

the work of the National Council of

Churches.

The observance of Youth Week
January 27 to February 3, 1957, was
f.mphasized at the meeting. Each
youth group is urged to conduct the

morning church service January 27,

and to hold an interdenominational

meeting on the second Sunday of this t

important week. Packets of useful Ai

materials in planning the week's ac-

tivities are available from the Council
of Churches.

THE CHRISTIAN SUN
(j

How do you get along without a;

fresh, new, newsy, well-printed, and;

well-edited copy of your church paper;

each week? The fresh news of the '

goings on in our churches and beyond,;
change of pastors, election of churchi '

officials, records of recent meetings! *

on many levels, Sunday school lessons,! ^

the college, the Home for Children,! *<

Missions, women's and men's meetings!
and messages — each week, I mean.i "J

each week. Smart churches are put-^

ting it in their budget. It builds!

church members. It builds church- 1 K

manship. It builds churches. How canj

you do without it ?
|

John G. Truitt
|

In Home for Children News Letter]

PICTURES FOR CHILDREN TO COLOR
Christmas customs around the world are being shown during the four weeks of Advent.

In Spain Children Light a Candle Before a Shrine The Kristkind Brings Gifts to Swiss Boys and Girls

The Christian Syn



Answers To Questions Frequently

Asked About Pledge To The Church
REV. FRED P. REGISTER

Question: Is giving an optional

matter? Answer: No, not for a Chris-

tian.

Q. Is it compulsory? A. No.

Q.What is the r^al answer? A. No
one has learned to live who has not

learned to give. The grace of giving is

the art of living. It bears witness of a

true Christian faith, a sincere Chris-

tian love, and a profound Christian

knowledge. Christ gave Himself.

Therefore, out of love and gratitude

we are constrained to give.

Q. Does this mean I MUST give?

A. No. The motive lies in the joy of

Christian faith, and not in a sense of

obligation. "God loveth a cheerful

giver."

Q. How much should I give? A. A
proportionate part of your INCOME
not just your surplus, the amount, to

be decided prayerfully by yourself.

The Bible teaches the tithe as a pro-

portion to start with.

j

Q. Is my pledge important to my
'i
church? A. Yes; but more important
,to you. Everything you have comes
from God, and by returning a part of

your income to Him, you acknowledge
His ownership and your stewardship.

This enriches your spiritual life.

Q. How shall I make my contri-

bution? A. The best way is once a
week, as an act of worship on the

Lord's Day in the Lord's House, "As
the Lord prospered you." This is the

New Testament suggestion, and is

most practical for the giver as well

as for the administrators of your gift.

Q. If I have little income, will my
weekly pledge be worthwhile? A. No
gift of love is small. A gift of love,

in proportion to your ability—whether
large or small is an outward expres-

sion of an inward INTEREST in the

Cause of Christ. This is not trivial.

Q. What is the best system to follow

in giving? A. Set aside a proportion
'of your income regularly and then
disburse it as a Christian steward; in

part to your church, and in part to

other benevolent purposes.

Q. What proportion of my giving

should go through my church? A. For

iDecember 11, 1956

the average church member, at least

70-80 per cent would probably be a

fair proportion.

Q. Should I expect to have my
church's budget supported by the

gifts of outsiders, such as the proceeds

of entertainments, dinners and in-

numerable special collections? A. It

.-eems spiritually wise that gifts that

support the church should come di-

rectly from those who appreciate her

ministry and are vitally concerned
with the work of the Kingdom. A
slight increase in all pledges would
soon equal what some churches re-

ceive from various other sources.

Q. Should husband and wife and
other members of the family join in

a family pledge? A. Inasmuch as the

pledge is a spiritual expression of the

individual's faith, it seems that the

ideal would be for every member of

the family to have a personal interest

]n and connection with the church
through a separate pledge. It is a
much needed lesson in Christian

Stewardship to let each youth (who
is able to sign his name) make his

own pledge.

Q. If I have no income at all, what
should I do? A. You can give time,

service, enthusiasm and prayer and
l.hus become a pledger and a giver.

You should, however, accept a box
of envelopes, and you may be sur-

prised how regularly an opportunity
tor giving will present itself.

Q. How about giving service or time
;n place of money? A. Wc are stew-

ards of time, abilities and material

possessions. We are accountable for

each in proportion to our entrustment.
One cannot substitute one for the

other if there is opportunity given,

without limiting his own soul. Ex-
perience shows that those who are

Christian stewards of their money
are also Christian stewards of their

time and talents, and the opposite is

not necessarily so.

Q. What obligations have I to give

to Missions and Benevolences of our
church? A. Christ has set before the
church the task of preaching and
teaching the gospel to the whole
world, and of ministering to the un-

fortunate. As members of His body,

the church, we are to share in this

great enterprise.

Q. What portion of my pledge
should be devoted to Missions and
Beneveolencss? A. This is left to the

option of the giver. "Thou shalt love

Ihy neighbor as thyself." The Chris-

tian ideal is 50 per cent for "others"

r.nd 50 per cent for "ourselves."

Q. Can a pledge once made be

altered? A. Pledge adjustments may
be made to meet changed conditions.

This applies to increasing a pledge

because of improved financial con-

ditions as well as reducing a pledge
because of financial reverses. Any re-

duction, however, should be made
carefully and prayerfully.

Your Second Job
Albert Schweitzer calls it your

"second job." Elton Trueblood calls

it "your other vocation." Whatever it

is, our view of it doesn't seem to

make sense.

We work like fiends 40 hours a
week (and some of us bring bulging
briefcases home to expand that time)
so that we can support ourselves and
our families for three-score or less.

To support our immortal souls, and
insure that we are fit to guide our
children in the right direction so that
they in turn may find eternal life, we
"work" perhaps one and a half hours
a week — or even more generously,
three or even five!

We know when we are hungry
physically and we would be easily

f ware if our roof leaked; we can even
spot more subtle things like anemia.

Spiritual hunger, anemia or star-

vation don't seem so easily spotted,

and we don't even like being told we
are in an unhealthy condition — we're
afraid of the "Doctor's" bill, rather
than being interested in being well.

What can a bunch of hypochondri-
acs like ourselves do — for ourselves
— for other ill people?

Come to church and find out. Talk
i rom your heart with the rest of our
people, join a study group — help
start one. You are not alone — the
lellow beside you wants help. too. We
are reminded of the opening lines of a
lamous poem:

"We make ourselves a place apart
behind the words that tease and

flout

But Oh! the agitated heart,

'til someone finds us really out."

-Charles Pike, "The Tower Bell"

Congregational Church, Verona, N. J.
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A BOY
He is a person who is going to carry

on what you have started.

He is to sit right where you are sit-

ting and attend, when you are gone,

to those things you think are so

important.

You may adopt all the policies you
please, but how they will be carried

out depends upon him.

Even if you make leagues and trea-

ties, he will have to manage them.

He will assume control of your cities,

states and nation.

He is going to move in and take over

your churches, schools, universities

and corporations.

All your work is going to be judged

and praised or condemned by him.

Your reputation and your future are

in his hands.

All your wor!: is for him, and the fate

of your home, community, the

nation and of humanity is in his

hands.

He will be either an asset or a liability

to your country.

So it might be well to pay him some
attention.

CONFERENCE COMMITTEES FOR 1957

VALLEY OF VIRGINIA
Executive — Clarence A. Phillip.s, Robert A. Whitten, Mrs. Shirley White,

Owen W. Andes.
Missions — R. 0. RothReb, K. B. Doffleniyor, C. A. Pugh, Stanley Lohr.

Ministry — Robert A. Whitten, Silas E. Madreii, Cameron D. Hayes,

Emerson J. Rohart, Clyde 0. Kocn.
Stewardship and Apportionment — E. A. Showalter, Shirley White, Ernest

Green.
Fvanqelism — Silas E. Madren, Mrs. Madeline Comer, J. J. Lam.
Christian Education and Religious Liternfnre — Mrs. E. J. Rohart, Mrs.

Clyde Miller, Mrs. Clarence A. Phillips.

Layvien's Fellowship — Nelson Liskey, 0. W. Andes, W. C. Voorhees.

Social Action nad Moral Reform — Mrs. Robert A. Whitten, Miss Dorothy

Siiiidaii School — Raymond Andes, President of Sunday School Convention.

EASTERN VIRGINIA
Executive — W. R. Williams, George D. Alley, James H. Light'iovirne, Jr.,

G. Chapman White, Shirley T. Holland, Frank R. Hamilton.

Ministerial Education — H. S. "Fardfastle, George D. Alley, James H.

Lightbourne, Jr., Jesse H. Dollar. R. E. Brittle.

Apportionments — Letcher Eley, Floyd Turner, G. C. White, Ellis N. C'ark,

Mrs. Raye V. Knight.
Home Missions — Mills E. Godwin, Jr., Tucker G. Humphries, Melvm

Dollar, Mrs. Garland Spratley, W. A. Grisson.

Foreign Missions — J. Everette Neese, Mrs. Ray F. Gordon, Raymond
Grissom, M. E. Tavlor, Stanley S. Snead.

Evangelism — Jack T. Akin, 0. D. Poythress, Melvin Dollar, Russ Shaffer,

H. R. Phelts. ^
Christian Education — A. Lanson Grander, Jr., Mrs. Jack T. Akm, W. K.

Savage, Rufus Ansley, Odell J. Powell.

Religious Literature — James W. Madren, Mrs. Wm. T. Harrell, James

A Darden, Ernest F. Brickhouse, James W. Walters.

Stewardship — Jesse H. Dollar, J. E. McCauley, H. W. Lee, Frank R.

Hamilton, H. E. Crutchfield.

Social Action — T. H. Britton, 0. L. Pendleton, P. D. Howell, Mrs. M. F.

Sherrill, George D. Alley.

J'roijram — Executive Committee.
I'lare — Mrs. I. W. Johnson.
Memoirs — R. E. Brittle, Mrs. L. W. Stagg, Mrs. Frank H. Lewis.

WESTERN NORTH CAROLIN\
Executive — L. M. Presnell, Winfred Bray, F. C. Lester, Ira L. McDowell,

Clyde L. Fields.

Christian Education and Literature — Gale Brady, Jack Shoffni'r, Miss

Lola Farlow.
.

Evangelism - Winfred Bray, Robert Hultman, Martin Fogleman, William

Comer, Clay Farrell.

Ministry — F. C. Lester, M. A. Pollar.l, Clyde Fields, E. Carl B-ady^

Stetvardship and Apportionments — Hubert L. Beane, Avery Brown, W. G.

Lamb, Paul G. Wilson.

Social Action — Bill Simmons, Mrs. Sherman Maness, Wilham Jovne-.

Missions — W. H. Hughes, Jr., Mrs. Troy Hall, Gene Thomas, Mrs. F. C.

Lester.

Memoirs — John Q. Pugh, H. V. Cox, J. C. Newell.

Notice For Church Treasurers

AUTHOR UNKNOWN

Wm. T. Scott, Superintendent

The Virginia Valley Central Con-

ference, the Eastern North Carolina

Conference, the Western North Caro-

lina Conference, and the North Caro-

lina and Virginia, Conference at their

recent session voted to request all the

churches to send the Conference Fund

apportionment payments to the South-

ern Convention Office, along v.-ith

other apportionments. This was de-

cided because it will simplify the pay-

ment of apportionments both for' the

10

churches and for the Conferences. At

the end of each month, the Conven-

tion Office will mail to the Conference

Treasurers a check covering all Con-

ference Fund payments received dur-

mg that month. This will also enable

the Convention Office in reportin

receipts quarterly to indicate the

total apportionment payments.

Churches in the above Conferences

( not the Eastern Virginia Conference)

are requested to send all apportion^

ment contributions to the Southerr

Convention office properly designated

The Christian Sur



LIKE STAINED GLASS WINDOWS

Observing The Christian Year Helps

HENRY V. HARMAN
ADVENT. (Sunday nearest Novem-

\ ber 30 through Christmas Eve) The

1
Christmas New Year is the first Sun-

! day in Advent. Advent is a time for

preparing for the birth of Christ. Its

themes are: (1) the coming of Jesus

i

as a babe, (2) the second coming or

second advent of Christ, (3) the con-

tinual coming of Christ into hearts

"that prepare him room."

The color for Advent is PURPLE;
i
a royal color for a King's coming.

CHRISTMASTIDE. (Christmas Day
to Epiphany, January 8) We are not

I

certain of the exact date of Jesus'

birth. The early church probably

chose December 25 because they

thought that was the day when the sun

had traveled to its farthest south

point and would begin to return to

warm the northern part of the world.

1 So the birth of Christ is God's new

I

creation to warm the sin-filled hearts

of men.
^ The color for Christmastide is

I

WHITE; the color of purity and joy.

EPIPHANY SEASON. (Epiphany,

January 6, to Ash Wednesday). The
Greeks celebrate Christmas at Epip-

hany for that was the time the wise

men came to see Jesus. It was on this

day that God (in Jesus) first showed
or "manifested" himself to the non-

Jewish or Gentile people.

The color for Epiphany is GREEN;
for green in the color of growth and
here begins the growth of the gospel

to all nations and races of men.

LENT. (The forty days — not

counting Sundays — before Easter.

)

Lent is a period of preparation for

Easter by repentance and confession.

The good Roman Catholic, for ex-

ample, eats no meat during Lent. For
Protestants it is a time of evangelism
and spiritual growth. The forty days
remind us of the forty days Jesus was
tempted by the devil.

The color for Lent is PURPLE, the

royal color, except that for Good Fri-

day the color is BLACK.
EASTERTIDE. (Easter Sunday to

Pentecost. ) Easter is the great day of

the Christian year. On this day Christ

rose from the dead to give us the

victory over sin and death. Strictly

speaking, Eastertide lasts only forty

clays until Ascension Day when Jesus
left his disciples and ascended into

lieaven (Acts 1:9). However, our
churches do not make much of As-
cension Day.

The color for Easter and for As-

cension is WHITE; for joy and vic-

tory.

PENTECOST. (The seventh Sunday
after Easter. ) Pentecost is the Birth-

day of the Church, for it was on this

day (Acts 2:1) that the Holy Spirit

filled the disciples and gathered them
together. Protestants are making
more use of this day to remind them-
selves of the unity of the Church and
of its final victory.

The color is RED; red for the flame
of the Holy Spirit and red for the

blood of the martyrs who have died

for the Church.

TRINITY SEASON. (From the
Sunday after Pentecost until Advent)
The three major days, Christmas,
Easter, and Pentecost show us the

three ways God reveals himself to us

:

as creator, as redeemer, and as Holy
Spirit. The next Sunday after Pente-

cost (Trinity Sunday) then has been
used by the Church to put these all

together and remind us that God is

One even though he shows himself

in more than one way. As the half

of the year before Trinity (Advent
through Pentecost ) celebrates God
revealing himself to us; so the half

of the year after Trinity is for our
commitment to God through faith, our

growth in Christian living.

The color for Trinity Sunday itself

is WHITE; for the remainder of the

season it is GREEN, again the color

of growth.

The Unnecessary "Even"

The adverb "even" is used 1032 times in the King

James Version of the Old Testament, and in 928 of these

cases there is no corresponding word in the Hebrew
text. This surprising fact is due in part

to the disposition of translators in

^ ^ 1611 to write "even so" for "so." "even

as" for "as," and "even unto" where we
should now say "to" or "up to" or "as

far as." It is due chiefly, however, to

their use of "even" to introduce an

additional word or words intended to

explain m.ore clearly or fully some preceding word or

words. The word "even" was for them a sign of

equivalence or identity; it meant that the person or

thing or subject referred to in what followed was the

same person or thing or subject referred to in what
preceded.

For example, "the men of the city even the men of

Sodom" means "the men of the city, the men of Sodom"
— the same persons are meant by the two phrases

(Genesis 19:4). So also "the man, even Lot" means "the

man Lot" (19:9). "Jacob set up a pillar, even a pillar

of stone" (Genesis 35:14) has no "even" in the Hebrew.
In such cases, the word "even" has a function similar

to "namely" or "that is."

The use of "even" in this colorless sense is now

LUTHER A. WEIGLE

obsolete, and it has become a misleading feature of the

King James Version. "Even" is now used to indica^te

an extreme case or something not to be expected. So
the reader of Genesis 10:21 is likely to wonder what was
the matter with Shem to occasion the statement that

"even to him were children born." So too "even with
Isaac" (21:10), "even before he came n-^ar" (37:18), and
"even by the God of thy fathers" (49:25) are stated

more accurately if the "even" is omitted.

The revised versions omit the inserted "even" in

most cases. In Genesis, for example, the King James
Version uses "even" twenty-six times of which twenty-
one were cases of insertion without a corresponding
Hebrew word. The Revised Standard Version retains

"even" only in 27:34, 38 and 46:34.

The use of "even" in the King James New Testament
is more restrained, and the cases of sheer insertion are

not many. Yet the revised versions are more cautious.

I have had occasion to examine this in the gospels of

Matthew, Mark, and Luke and in 2 Corinthians and 1

Thessalonians. In these five books the King James
Version uses "even" eighty-eight times, and the Revised
Standard Version reduces this to twenty-seven. In 1

Thessalonians 3:13, "God, even our Father" is now
translated "our God and Father." Compare also the
two versions of 1 Thessalonians 2:19.
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The Word Becomes Flesh
Devotional Reading: Isaiah 9:2-7.

Background Scripture: John 1:1-18; Luke 2:1-20.

Memory Selection: The Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us. John 1:14.

THE WORD

John wrote his gospel in a world

which was profoundly influenced by

Greek thought and patterns. And the

central idea or principle in Greek

thinking was what they called the

"Logos" or the "Word". They thought

that there was some organizing, dy-

namic force in the world, some divine

word, or reason, or principle, which
was immanent in the world, giving it

nieaning and unity. But this "Logos"
cr "Word" was impersonal — it was
a principle, not a person. So when
John begins his gospel he makes "a

point of contact" between himself and
his readers, Jews and Greeks, who
thought in terms of the "Logos" by
using that word. His gospel begins

"In the beginning was the Word". He
does not use the words Jesus Christ

until much later in his prologue. He
writes at first in terms of the Word,
and then he states that Jesus Christ

was the Word. And he says some
interesting things about the Word.

THE WORD HAD EXISTED FROM
THE BEGINNING. From the begin-

ningless beginning, there was the

WORD. It is existed with God. It was
from the beginning with God.

THE WORD WAS WITH GOD
AND THE WORD WAS GOD. John
asserts that this Word, which later

he calls Jesus Christ was with God
and was God — he shared God's com-
panionship, as He embodied God's

character. The impersonal Word of

the Greeks, was indeed a living Per-

sonality, God himself.

THE WORD WAS THE CRE-
ATIVE FORCE IN THE WORLD.
The Word was with power. He shared

with God in the creative act of cre-

ation, and with God in the sustaining

process of preservation. "All things

were made by him, and without him
was not anything made that was
made."

THE WORD WAS LIFE AND
LIGHT. Here was the source of light

and of life. From the beginning He
had been nurturing the spirits of men
and lighting up their ways. He not

only created all things. He gives life

to all things. And although there was
much darkness in the world, the dark-

ness had not been able to put out the

light. God's love is unwearied. His
patience indiscourageable. His mercy
endless. Across the centuries He had
been seeking His children to bring

them light and life.

THE WORD WAS REJECTED BY
SOME. "He came unto his own and
his own received him not." John does

not say why. Was it because He was
so different from what they expected

the Messiah to be? Was it because

they were preoccupied with other

things? Was it because He interfered

v/ith their way of living and made new
demands on them ? Probably all three,

?nd more. We may be sure that the

people of Christ's day rejected him
tor the same reasons that people re-

ject him today.

THE WORD WAS RECEIVED BY
SOME, AND HE BROUGHT POWER
TO BECOME THE SONS OF GOD.

"To as many as received him, to

them gave He power, or the authority

to become the sons of God." There
were those who did open their

hearts to him, and He mediated a new
life to them. Life took on new mean-
ing, new dignity, new direction, new
dimensions. The Living Word made
men alive again in Christ, by a new
creative act of God.

THE WORD BECOMES FLESH
"THE WORD WAS MADE FLESH,

AND DWELT AMONG US." These
are some of the most profound and
moving words in all literature. Here
js stated in a few words the central

doctrine of the Incarnation. What is

John saying? He is saying that this

SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON
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By Rev. H. S. Hardcastle, D. D.

Pastor of Berea and Oakland

Congregational Christian

Churches, Chuckatuck, Va.

Eternal, Living, Invisible, Word was
clothed upon with living flesh, and

came down to live among men in this

world. What was a disembodied spirit

,

took upon itself a body of flesh and

blood. God came down in the likeness
,

of a man. That which had seemed to : i

be nothing but a principle, became a 1

PERSON. The character of God was
j

'

seen in a man, at once God and Man.
|

'

The Jesus Christ who lived among the ,

Jews and the Greeks of that day was
|

Ihe incarnation of the Word of the

Greeks. He was the Word. In him,
men saw the face and the features of '

the Eternal. Back of the universe '

there was something more than mere
cosmic power; there was a living,

,

'

loving Person. This is what John is

trying to say as best he can under the <

\

limitation of words. Perhaps a simple '

illustration will help. I have in my
|

mind a word, or an idea. No one can i

see it, or know it. But I speak that
j

'

word or idea. I say the word "mother",
i

But that is still an abstraction, al- !

t

though one would instinctively think
|

'

of his mother. I go further and show ;

i

you a picture of my mother, or draw I

a sketch or her. But that is still an
i

'

inanimate, somewhat abstract thing.
|

'

And then I introduce you to my
\

mother. I say "I want you to meet i

my mother." And that which at one ; ,

time was only an idea or a word in
'

my mind, suddenly becomes flesh and ;

becomes alive. Furthermore, I can
j

talk to you about love and service and
}

f.acrifice, and forgiveness, and picture i

them to you as ideals and virtues.
|

,

They are abstract and impersonal. '

But there are those of us who have
| \

seen these and other virtues become
I

,

flesh in our mothers and fathers and
|,

,

friends. It is when a word or an idea ;

becomes flesh that it really functions,
j

,

And thus it was with the Incar-

nation. God had spoken to his people

through Nature, and History, and the

Prophets. Last of all He spoke to

Ihem through His Son. The Word
Became Flesh. God was in Christ.

Christ was like God. God spoke
through Christ. This is the meaning
of the Incarnation.

THE WORD WAS FULL OF
GRACE AND TRUTH. Jesus Christ

is altogether lovely, the fairest of ten

thousand. As John wrote these words
of his prologue many years after

Christ's earthly ministry, he thought
back upon the Master's life, and two
great words stood out — His Grace,

i

and His Truth. There was a winsome- '

—Continued on Page 15
;
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Terrell Is New Alumni

Secretary For Elon

William Brown Terrell, a graduate

of Elon College with the Class of

1925, a former president of the col-

lege's General Alumni Association,

has accepted appointment as the new
executive secretary of the alumni
organization and will come to Elon
to assume his new duties on January
1.

Announcement of his appointment
and acceptance came jointly from Dr.

Leon E. Smith, president of the col-

lege, and from James F. Darden, of

Suffolk, Va., president of the Elon
Alumni Association. He was originally

;

to have assumed the post September
1, but he was obligated in his present
position as superintendent of Warren

\

County Schools until the close of the

,
calendar year.

I

The new alumni secretary received

I

the A. B. Degree, Magna Cum Laude,

j

at Elon's 1925 commencement and

I

then went on to graduate study at

the University of North Carolina.

Since that time he has had more than
thirty years of service in North Caro-

\ The Rev. Cloma A. Huffman, B. D.

(
chaplain of the United States Military

!

Academy at West Point, N. Y., was
the guest speaker at the annual series

of Religious Emphasis Week services

on the Elon College campus.

I

The Religious Emphasis Week ob-

servance got underway Sunday morn-
I ing when the visiting minister deliver-

j
€d the sermon at the 11 o'clock

ii worship of the Elon College Commun-
ity Church, and the program con-

S
tinued with two or more services

! daily throughout the week that closed

; on Friday, December 7th.

i
The visiting minister, who holds

I

the rank of major in the United States

j

Army, is widely known as one of the

outstanding Congregational Christian

I

ministers in America, and he was re-

jj
ceived and heard with pleasure during

j
his visit to the Elon campus.

I

He was a member of the Southern
Baptist Convention until a few years

' ago, but he has since become affiliated

with the Congregational Christian

Church, and he served with distinction

as the chaplain of the General Council

,
of Congregational Christian Churches

December 11, 1956

I

lina public schools, all of it in ad-

ministrative posts.

His first school assignment was as

principal of the Tryon High School
in Gaston County from 1925 until

1928, after which he returned to Elon
College and spent fifteen years as

principal of the Elon College High
School. In that position he remained
in close contact with the college itself.

He accepted the position as princi-

pal of the high school in Wadesboro,
N. C, in 1943 and two years later

was elevated to the superintendency
of the Wadesboro City Schools. He
held that post until 1948, when he
became superintendent of the Warren
County schools system. He has con-

tinued in that post and has resided

in Warrenton for the past eight years.

During his tenure as head of the

Warren County schools Mr. Terrell

has been very active in both county
and community life. He has been a

leader in lay activities of the Wesley
Memorial Methodist Church in War-
renton and has held several offices

at its meeting in Omaha, Neb., larit

June. His voice at that tumultous
session was a guiding light in the
discussions of the merger with the
Evangelical and Reformed Church,
which is to be consummated next
summer.

In addition to his appearance at the
regular 11 o'clock worship service on
Sunday, the Rev. Huffman also spoke
at a meeting of the Student Christian
Association held in the Elon Parish
House at 5 o'clock Sunday afternoon.

After a special meeting with mem-
bers of the Elon College faculty held
in the office of Dr. Leon E. Smith
at 7:30 o'clock Monday morning, the
speaker has conducted a twice-daily
series of services on the campus, all

of them in Whitley Auditorium.

He spoke to the entire Elon student
body in the daily chapel services from
10 until 10:45 o'clock each morning
and also brought vital messages in

services each night at 8 o'clock. He
has been available for individual con-
ferences and interviews with students
throughout the week.

in the Raleigh Methodist District. He
has also been a leader in American
Legion and Masonic activities and has
been a recognized leader in Boy Scout
work in the Occoneechee Council.

Mr. Terrell and his wife and small
son are to move to Elon College to

make their home when he assumes
the alumni secretary duties.

Danieley Attends

National Meeting
Chairman J. Earl Danieley of the

Southern Convention Laymen's Fel-

lowship attended the annual meeting
of the board of directors of the

National Laymen's Fellowship of Con-
gregational Christian Churches at the

Shoreland Hotel in Chicago, Illinois,

December 7-9.

Dr. Danieley, who was elected to

the board at the General Council

meeting in Omaha, was in charge of

the opening devotional service on Fri-

day. On Saturday the board held a

day-long joint meeting with the

national board of directors of the

Churchman's Brotherhood of the

Evangelical and Reformed Church at

which time plans were made for a
joint meeting of the laymen, after the

m.erger, to be held at Oberlin College

in August 1957.

Considerable time was spent in dis-

cussing plans for the "Churchmen's
Fellowship" of the United Church of

Christ. Following final separate meet-
ings of the individual boards on Sun-
day morning, the boards met jointly

at the Chicago Theological Seminary
for the Communion Service at eleven
o'clock, which concluded the sessions.
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Church

Home Children

Are Our Church

Children

John G. Truitt, Superintendent

Dear Friends;

The Congregational Christian

Church of Newport News, Va., is an
inspiring one. For one thing it has

a large and enthusiastic congregation,

and another it has three beautifully

vested choirs whose leadership in

worship is comnfiensurate with the

beauty of their vestments; and it has

a minister with a good spirit and good
training who leads his congregation

well. I supplied the pulpit for Dr.

Dollar while he was away attending

the funeral of his brother. Rev. John
D. Dollar, Lanett, Alabama.

It did not seem necessary to me for

me to apologize for figuratively

placing a child in their midst. I read

to them the 23rd Psalm. I suggested

to them that we hear it as from the

lips and heart of a homeless child. I

called their attention to the beautiful

educational equipment, lovely class-

rooms, corridors, chapel and kitchen.

I reminded them that their boys and
girls churchwise had everything, and

that they might well be justly proud

of their most excellent equipment and
program. I reminded them also that

their girls and boys had their fathers

and mothers — a priceless possession

— and their good names, "rather to

be chosen than great riches."

I went one step further, I reminded

them that the churches of the South-

ern Convention were by their own
organization, plans and purposes,

compacted together to provide for

their "other children" and not to

neglect them, or overlook them, or

betray the trust they put in us all

as they read "the Lord is my shep-

herd, I shall not want."

When some of the members of that

congregation read this letter they will

wonder, even as I do now, why it

took so many words to say the

above. If all the churches, however,

fully realized the fact that these

children are their Sunday School-and

Church children, and their home-and
food-and-training children they would
see to it that the funds were suffic-

ient.

REPORT FOR DECEMBER 3, 1956

MONTHLY OFFERINGS

Amount brought forward $ 3,978.34

No Report This Week
Grand Total -$ 3,978.34

SPECIAL OFFERINGS
Amount brought forward $ 8,307.23

New Hope Church, Roanoke, Alabama $ 5.00

South Congregational Church, New Britain, Conn.
(Christmas gift) ^ - - - - 10.00

Mrs. H. C. Simpson, Greensboro, N. C. — Golden
Anniversary Gift 5.00

Chester H. Roth Co., Inc. (dividend) 37.50

Ruth Faucett Circle, Lakeview Christian Church
(Christmas gift) 10.00

In Memory of Mrs. Alice Chewning 10.00

In Memory of Victor A. Warren 10.00

In Memory of Louis A. Arant - 5.00

In Memory of Miss May Morse 5.00

Thanksgiving Offerings:

Angle Crew Circle, Union Ridge Church -.— - 25.00

TroUingers Florist, Burlington, N. C. - 5.00

Newlin Hardware Co., Inc., Burlington, N. C 30.00

Hopedale Christian Church - 15.07

J. I. Goodman, Concord, N. C. - - 10.00

Primary & Intermediate Depts., Church of Wide
Fellowship, Southern Pines, N. C 7.00

Clifton Walker, Durham, N. C 2.00

Hope Mills Cong. Christian Church 25.00

Grace's Chapel Church. Sanford, N. C. - 107.95

J. W. Scott & Co., Greensboro, N. C 5.00

Rev. B. J. Howard, Chapel Hill, N. C. 10.00

S. G. Womack, Greensboro, N. C 100.00

Needham's Grove S.S., Seagrove, N. C - 27.00

Concord Christian Church, Burlington, N. C. 25.00

Tire Sales Co., Burlington, N. C. 50.00

King Electric Co., Burhngton, N. C. 25.00

B. A. Cobb, Franklin, Va. 2.00

South Norfolk Christian Church - 303.00

C. B. Ellis Music Co., Burlington, N. C. - 15.00

Burlington Rotary Club 200.00

Miss Georgia Bradley, Mebane, N. C. 20.00

Jack L. Cozart, Randolph Air Force Base, Texas 10.00

Spoon's Chapel Christian Church .-. 23.00

C. A. Hall, Burlington, N. C. 50.00

T. R. Humphrey, Elon College, N. C. 100.00

Frank CoUier, Burlington, N. C 10.00

Sykes Foundry & Machine Co., Inc., Burlington, N. C. 75.00

Rev. J. A. Henderson, Henderson, N. C 15.00

G. E. Rountree, Sunbury, N. C. - 25.00

Ladies" Benevolent Society, Cong. Church of

Christ, North Leominster, Mass 5.00

Mr. & Mrs. Egbert Truitt, Glen Raven, N. C 25.00

Mrs. A. L. Lockwood, Anderson, S. C 10.00

Erwin A. Holt, Burlington, N. C 100.00

Wm. H. Morgan, Boone, N. C 5.00

Mr. & Mrs. J. E. Branch & Dottie, Garner, N. C 30.00

Special Gifts 505.06

Total - - - -$ 2,094.58

Grand Total - $10,401.81

Total for the Week .$ 2,094.58

Total for the Year $14,380.15!
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(Continued from Page 12)

ness about his spirit, a beauty about
His cliaracter, a reality about his life

that awakened awe and wonder and
worship. His interest in children, His

regard for womanhood, His respect

lor personality, His concern for

people. His compassion on the under-

privileged, His passion for the lost.

His spirit of love — this Man was full

of grace and truth. There was a glory

i

about him that was unmistakably the

glory of God himself.

THE WORD REVEALED GOD.
- "No man hath seen God at any time;

' the only begotten Son, which is in the

i

bosom of the Father, He hath declared

him." This is a daring statement to

make, but John made it. But Jesus

himself made it. He told his disciples

i "He that hath seen me, hath seen the

j
Father." What is God like? He is like

\ Christ. That should suffice us.

3n ilemonam
DAVIDSON

On October 11, 1956, God in Hi.s in-

finite wisdom, yaw fit to call to His
eternal reward, Peter Elisha Davidson,
one of our beloved members of Holy Neck
Congregational Christian Church.

He was a man of simple tastes,

I

friendly spirit, strength of character.
' He was a consecrated Christian. In his

quiet and unassuming manner he often
' did many good deeds in an unknown way.

He has left a goodly heritage, and
although he is with us no longer, his good
works will follow him.

We are grateful to God for what his

life has meant to his family, church
and community.

i

Therefore, be it resolved

:

! First: That we humbly submit to the
Father's will, knowing he doeth all things
well.

Second: That we extend to the family
our heart-felt sympathy and earnest
prayers.

Third: That his kindly spirit and
consideration for others be an inspira-
tion and example to all who knew him.

Fourth: That a copy of these resolu-
tions be sent to the family, a copy to

THE CHRISTIAN SUN for publication,
and a copy be recorded in the minutes of
the church.

Mrs. Emmet Piland

Mrs. Harvey Worrell

Mi-s. W. John Norfleet

(Jommittet'

Virginia Valley Conference
REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

The Executive Committee and Stewardship and Apjiortionment Coiii-

niittee met at Bethlehem Church, June 26, 1956.
The meeting was called to order by the President, Clarence Plullii)s;

the only item of business passed by the Executive Committee was the
approval of the date of annual conference, as suggested by the southern
convention office. Date Monday 29th, 10:00 a.m. and to close Tuesday,
October 30th, at noon.

The meeting was then turned over to Rev. Fred Register who brought
a thorough explanation of apportionment formula for the Valley churches.
After some discussion and explanation it was approved and motion to
present same to annual conference.

The executive committee met at Bftblehem church O -t. 9th, 1"56.

The first item of bi^siness was the chan're and p'^proval of anmr-il
conference from two days session to one day session Oct. 30, 1956, at Linvi'le
Church, Linville, Va. A program was arranged and speakers were chosen.
The session to begin at 9:30 a.m.

REPORT OF MISSIONS tlOMMlTTEE
The outlook for our conference during 1956 has not been very sunny.
With more than a third of our chur hes without pastiral leadership,

the situation has been rather disheartening. Perhaps to a large decree,
we have been responsible for this deploral le situation. Have w not
allowed ourselves to become the victims of circumstances, because of our
indifference regarding our Christian responsibility?

It has been stated many times on the conference f^oor that, "There
are great potentialities in the Valley for much stronger churches." If this
be true (and we believe it is), then we have not been "Good and Faithful
Stewards" in using what God has entrusted to our care arid use.

Your Missions Committee is vitally concerned about this deplorable
condition into which we have drifted and in the following resolutions and
recommendations we present a challenge for action.

Resolved — That we dedicate ourselves anew to t' e task entrupt?d
to the churches of the Virginia Valley Conference. That we continue
trying to secure ministers, until all of the churches in the conferenie
are supplied.

We recommend:
1st — That as an aid in awakening the memhersliip of our churches

to their Christian resnonsibilities and onportunities, that our ch'irch leaders,

especially our ministers and Sunday school teachers, emphasize more
strongly the teachings of Christ on Stewardship.

2nd — That as a concrete and tangible project for the conference year
of 1957, we encourage and assist the mem'-ers of Wis^^ler's and Wood's
Chapels by aporopriating the sum of $500.00 to their Buil Mng Fund, for
the purpose of erecting an adequate c^mrch building o^^ the site whi^h
has been secured by them on highway No. 11, north of New Market: the
monev to be turned over to them at the discretion of the executive committee.

Your Missions Committee feels that money invested in such projects is a
good investment, and as an example we refer you to the Mt. Lebanon
Church.

We further recommend — That our conference ask the Mission Board
of the Southern Convention, to give all possible financial aid to this project,

and that if necessary, our superintendent assist in securing a loan from
the Church Building Loan Society.

Respectfully sLdmiitted,

R. (). R<,tligvb

Christian Orphanage M F M 0 D
Elon College, N. C.

rl C H U K lAL GIFTS
Dear Dr. Truitt:

Please accept the enclosed $ as a memorial gift

to the Christian Orphanage in memory of:

(NAME OF DECEASED) (CITY) (DATE OF DEATH)

(SURVIVOR TO BE WRITTEN! ( ADDRESS 1

Name

Address

December 11, 1956 15



Here . .

.

you'll find a Faith

to live by . .

,

It's quiet inside. Quiet with the peace

of centuries, for this is God's House.

Within these walls, the worries which

loomed so large outside become

less fearsome . . . for the first time perhaps

you see them in their true perspective.

II this alone were the reward of Faith, it

would he enough. But there is more.

Faith is a source of strength, a reservoir

of power that helps you meet the needs

of every day. By worshiping with your

family each week at your church or

synagogue, youTe giving them a measure of

security no amount of money could buy.

The Faith to hope ... to grow ... to live by.

Build a stronger, richer life . .

.

?]^rs/izp together every iveek

The Christian Sun
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Christmas As Seen In The Christian Sun Through The Year*
EARLY ISSUES of this paper give

but little attention to Christmas. In

1853, when Rev. W. B. Wellons was
editor, this is what was said:

"In order that our boys may have
an opportunity to join in the festivi-

ties of the season: and taking a little

respite from constant labor and toil:

we shall issue no regular paper next
week."

"The time has now come kind
reader, brother, sister, friend, that we
must shake hands for a while. We
expect to speak with you again when
the season of Christmas is over."

The present editor understands how
the Reverend Mr. Wellons felt when
he wrote:

"The 10th volume of the Christian

Sun closes with this number. In retro-

specting the past, we feel thankful,

that we have under many disadvan-
tages, been able to present our readers
with a Weekly issue of the SUN for

the past twelve months. Over the
errors which have appeared in our
issues, and our own many foibles : we
hope our kind patrons and readers,

will throw the mantle of charity and
forbearance.

"May the lives of each, and all of

them be long and prosperous: and
'when days and months and years are
past,' they may each, and all find a
home in heaven."

The OrMm Of

Christmas is of post-apostolic

origin. It did not exist among the

early disciples. The first reference to

it was 150 years after the birth of

Christ, and not until fifty years after

that is it again mentioned. It was
even opposed by some of the church
fathers as improper and out of accord
with the character of the Master. The
first recorded claim that December 25
is the time for Christmas v/as in the
year 354.

But though the custom of celebratr

ing the advent of our Lord into the
world cannot claim the sanction of
Holy Scriptures or tiie endorsement
of men under the influence of inspir-

ation, it is a beautiful one, and it is

not surprising that is has been so

ur.ivcrsally adopted. On the contrary,

we think it would have been strange
if some observance had not sprung up
among the followers of Jesus. We are

much given to celebrating the birth-

days of our human benefactors, and
why should we not commemorate the

natal day of Him who came to bring
life and immortality to light, and to

Whom we owe all that is best in time
and in eternity?

C. B. Riddle, Editor, 1916

A CHRISTMAS PRAYER
Dear Jesus, Prince of God, all

hail! Thou whom the Father didst

send, of whom the angels sang,

whom now we worship and adore,

gifts to Thee we bring, gifts for

use. 0 make them Thine, we pray.

Love only, Father, brought to

earth Thy Son, the Ho!y Babe in

manger laid. Bow our heads, bend
our knees, lift our hearts, loos.3 our
tongues, that, to Him, the Prince

of peace, the conquering King, the

lowly Savior, universally and etern-

ally shall ascend the honor and
homage and praise and thanks-
giving due his holy name. For His
sake. Amen.

Dr. J. O. Atkinson, 1930

world, cardworld, musicworld, fu:

ture and bandying world, the scho
and the nation all pause under t]|

compulsion of a spiritual force aij

listen again to the Song of angels ai

the shout of children. Yes, a litt

child shall lead and age with trer,

bling lips and tear-filled eyes will
1;

thrilled again with sensations
;

youthful joy. Parents, grandparent'

brothers, sisters, babies, and friend'

will all unite in the Christmas jo

The angel went away into heave,

the shepherds verified the messag
and made known abroad the sayii

which was told them concerning th

child. Jesus came close to man in H
childhood, and man keeps closest

Him in the babies of the world.

Dr. W. W. Staley, 1922.

MORE THAN A HOLIDAY
Christmas is more than the cele-

bration of a Holiday, the keeping of
a Christmas Festival, or a time for
good will. It is the crystallization of

a divine purpose, the entrance of the
reign of peace,' the rescue of a lost

world, the entrance of light into the
night of despair. The toyworld, book-

A MEANING OF CHRISTMAS
As if to meet the understanding

the simplest mind, the Christmi

story is told in simple, comprehe
sible terms. In Christmas thought, £

minds meet on the level of the Bat
But Jesus came a Messenger
heaven for all people for all time
the form of a child.

However simple and baby-like, tl

meaning extends to the loftiest ou
reach of the spirit of man, and carri

with it the supreme expression of t)

Divine will and character. His nan
is Emmanuel, which means "God wii

us," and it embraces in human for

all the nature of Deity that mort
mind can grasp. The greatness of G(
is shown in Him more than by tl

establishment and ordered mainte:

ance of the universe.

Chaplain H. E. Rountree, 1930

Volume 108 Number 48

THE CHRISTIAN SUN
A religious weekly for the home, published by the Board of Publica-

tions of the Southern Conv-ention of Congregational Christian

Churches, Inc.

Fletcher C. Lester, Editor
840 Sunset Avenue, Asheboro, North Carolina

SUBSCRIPTION RATES
One year, single subscription $3.00

Two years, single subscription 5.00

Club of at least 1/2 church families — - 2.00

Subscriptions should be sent to THE CHRISTIAN SUN
Elon College, North Carolina

ESTABLiSHED 1844 BY REV. DANIEL W. KERR
PRINTED EVERY TU-ESDAY EXCEPT TyiK LAST IN JUNE AND DECEMBER
BY DURHAM PRINTING COMPANY. ASHE30R0. NORTH CAROLINA
ENTERED AS SECOND-CLASS MATTER AT THE POST OFFICE.

ASHEBORO. NORTH CAROLINA. ON JUNE 2S. 1956.

The Christian Si



Christmas Now
The humble shepherds heard angelic songs;

The Wise Men sav/ a star ; a Child was born.

What now shall Christmas mean to men forlorn,

Who now beneath the burden of their wrongs,

Embittered by their fetters and their thongs?
Have done today with trash and tinsel — torn

And tattered stuff that clutters Christmas morn.
This Christmas bring the gifts for which man longs.

Be brothers; build a commonwealth for all

Where peace, goodwill, and courage rule the State.

Make life secure that none may need to fall

Beneath the crushing blows of adverse fate.

Obey the Angel Song. Get rid of war.

Destroy race hatred. Follow now the Star.

— C. Rexford Raymond, 1936

CHRISTMAS A HOLY DAY
Christmas is a great holiday. It

Ihould be a great religious festival.

Childhood welcomes the day; middle

ife should honor its significance and
espect its history. It commemorates
he birth of a Child. On that day the

..ord Jesus Christ should be crowned
Cing of kings and Lord of all the

larth. Christmas Carols and great

Anthems of Praise are a sacrilege

vhen offered in the name of an ordi-

lary child of human parents. The
;!hiid Jesus is either an idol or the

^jord. In the lowly manger, he was
IS Divine as when he hung upon the

>oss. Lifted from the bed of straw,

le was the Son of God as truly as

vhen he arose from the dead. He did

lot BECOME the Son of God by a

)rocess of growth, education and de-

relopment, he WAS — and he IS —
;he Son of God by birth.

I. W. Johnson, 1952

PATHWAYS TO A HAPPY
CHRISTMAS

There are two clear-cut, open path-

pvays straight to a happy Christmas.

First is the pathway of appreci-

iition.
There is no one who reads these

ines who is so poor but what he could

)e poorer; no one so "bad off" but

what he could be "worse off;" no

>ne so unfortunate but what he could

36 more unfortunate. Appreciation for

what one has is an open pathway to

a happy Christmas.

The second pathway to a happy
Christmas is the pathv/ay of service,

and this pathway leads not only to

a happy Christmas but to a happier

Christmas. . . Your happiness this

Christmas will be determined by the

thought you give in planning for the

happiness of others, in providing for

the happiness of others, in providing

for their needs and their welfare.

Rev. Roy C. Helfenstein, 1930

THE GIFT OF PEACE
From the very beginning God plan-

ned that the children of men should
live in contentment, happiness and
peace. . . God intended the garden
(of Eden) to be an abode of peace.

The Bible abounds with references

to the peace of God.

The hea.venly host which appeared
with the angels who announced the

birth of Jesus to the shepherds, sang
of God's peace which had come to

dwell among men.
The tragedy of human history is

that men have missed the way of

peace.

Peace is an attitude of mind, a

quality of spirit, and the flowering

of a kind heart. . . A nation can enjoy

peace only when it recognizes the

rights of other nations as equal to its

ovvn.

Peace rests upon the unfaltering

faith in the power, goodness and love

of the Eternal God.

Perfect peace demands commitment
to the way of life that is revealed in

Jesus Christ.

Christmas should be the time for

breaking dov/n the barriers that sepa-

rate man from man, class from class,

race from race, and nation from
nation. Families get together at

Christmas, and family love and
loyalty is strengthened. Church m.em-

bers get together and sing carols and
nativity hymns, and their hearts re-

joice. All the members of the House-

hold of God should be very close to-

gether at Christmas, for it celebrates

the coming of the Prince of Peace.

Dr. Stanley C. Harrell, 1955

"Hark, the Herald Angels Sing,"

the most popular of all Christmas
carols, by Charles Wesley was in-

spired by the pealing of bells on
Christmas morning.

LIGHT IN DARKNESS
Gaylord B. Noyce

"The true light that enlightens

every man was coming into the

world."

The essence of man's spirit is that

inner light of his, that "image of God"
which makes him able to seek good-
ness and truth, able to worship — in

short able to respond to God. And
the tragedy of life is that in so many
of us, the light is nearly eclipsed by
the self-concern and the pride which
show themselves on the small scale in

genuine unfulfillment, and on the
large scale in the seething animosities
of our present world.

The essence of Christmas is to find

that light incarnate in Christ in such
intensity that the eclipsing shadow is

penetrated "from the other side" so
to speak, and man's own soul can
grow again in the freedom given us
by such an Advent.
Without that stable-birth 2,000

j^ears ago how dim would be the light.

With it, grim as is the present pros-
pect for the v/orld's peace, difficult

as is a personal fulfillment in hectic

days, how tra.nscendent a hope we
have. "For in him was life and the
life was the light of men." And this

light shines even nov/ in our darkness,
and "the darkness has not overcome
it."

That this life may become our
light, let's genuinely keep Christmas.

REMEMBERING
In the Christmas issue of THE

CHRISTMAS SUN for 1951, Editor
Robert Lee House wrote a provocative
editorial which began thus

:

"Birth and Death at Christmas
"Birth and death are connected by

life. As vie celebrate the birth of
Christ, the fact of death is ever before
us — his death and that of others.

Christmas reminds us of those who
have died since last Christmas. Some
will think of relatives, dear ones,

without whom Christmas cannot be
quite the same. We think of those
who have lost their lives in Korea
since last Christmas. Then we remem-
ber that Christ lived only to die at

an early age."

At this Christmas season we re-

member Robeit Lee House, who was
one of these great spirits who died

at an early age, and other editors of

THE CHRISTIAN SUN, like J. O.

Atkinson and Stanley C. Harrell, who
have passed to their reward leaving

behind them volumes of the printed
word that others, reading, might re-

live the history of our Church through
their writings.

December 18, 1956 3



EDITORIAL

It came to pass that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus, that

the world should be taxed. Joseph went up from Galilee, out of the city

Nazareth, unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, to be taxed wi

Mary, his espoused wife.

She brought forth her firstborn son, wrapped him in swaddling clothi

and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the ir

There were in the same country shepherds abiding in the fields, keepi:

vvateh over their flock by night. And, lo, the angel of the Lord came up
them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them; and they we
sore afraid. The angel said unto them:

"Fear not: for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall

to all people. For unto you is bom this day in the city of David a Savic;

which is Christ the Lord."

"Giory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward mer

From St. Luke 2:1-14

"The hopes and fears of all '.ne years are met in thee

tonight" sang Phillips Brooks in 1863 when he thought

of the first Christmas night in Bethlehem, in the land of

Judah. "For Christ is born of Mary."

At Christmas we will sing again this beautiful

poetry and music, and love it as multitudes have done

since 1906. But in some new sense there may be a

message for our struggling world.

In our time the hopes and fears of all the years have

really met. And thsy are ^.n deadly struggle.

Since the ange^' the Judsan hills in that

long ago winter's n .i .;;e have dreamed of "peace

on earth" that v/ould reach all mankind. They have

remembered with pathetic yearning that the Christ Child

has been called the Prince of Peace, and that of his

government there would be no end. So the prophets

have believed, and witnessed.

But all the while men have prepared to kill each

other. Great strides have been made through "all the

years" until today we have what may properly be called

the ultimate weapon, the means by which the human

family can be destroyed. With the weapons, and perhaps

to get support for their making, hatred has been develop-

ed, and fear is the natural consequence. Our fears are

not like those of the shepherds on the hills of Palestine

that Christmas Eve. They were surprised, bewildered,

and awed. Worship was a natural reaction for them,

for they were assured of the presence of God. But our

fears are of another sort. We are afraid of our fellows,

and what they may do to us, and to all the other peoples

of our world.

Beautiful Bethlehem is the way some of us think of

the town in v/hich Jesus was born. But the thousands

of refugees who have lived on the hills hard-by for

many years doubtless think of the place not as one of

hope and beauty. To them it has been a place of escape

from persecution, and a place for hope to die. Beyoi
the hills may have been heard within the month t.

sound of guns and bombs; the hum of planes bearii

"deadly pestilence" or more human refugees fleeing fro

destruction. Palestine today is not a place of peace ai

prosperity. It is a home of hate, poverty, fear.

But let us be reminded that when the hopes and fea

of the ages meet, and they are met today as nev
before, some of us think, hope has a chance to win. Ho;
knows its enemy now, and it knows the Power that se

it into the world. Hope is God's good gift. It breath*

in the Babe of Bethlehem. It spoke in the words of tl

Master. It suffered under Pontius Pilate. It triumph*
on Easter Morn.

The hopes of the world center in Christ. There
no one contending for His place. The Prince of Pea
has no rivals. The army of the Lord needs no sword
and the volunteers are busy in every land.

Christmas challenges us to face our own hopes ai

fears, to consider the direction in which they lead

We are the messengers of hope in our world, as she
herds were witnesses to the birth of the baby Jesu

We are the volunteers whose business it is to overcon

fear with hope and to supplant hate with love.

Until The New Year
This special Christmas edition is our last unl

January 1, 1957. All who work to make the papi

possible wish for all the readers a very happy Christmj

season. The paper will go into about 3 000 homes. It

our hope that some message will make your holiday

a bit more happy and holy than they might otherwise

And so, until, the New Year, in the words of immort.

Tiny Tim: "God bless us, every one."

Some churches pay their apportionments, and othe]

serve the world by their gifts that go through
apportionment channels. What is the difference?

The Christian Su



FAMILY RELIGION
Worship is the golden cord binding

families together. Church is a good
place for the family to unite in wor-
ship of God. Christmas calls us all

to the central place of worship — for
Ihe shepherds it was a cattle stall —
for us the church.

Not many of our churches have the
custom of Christmas Day services.

One wonders why. Why do we make
Christinas the great festival of the
year, the commerical high-tide, and
the busy season for churches and then
have no service of any kind in the
church on Christmas. Many churches

look like deserted and dreary places

on the day we keep in memory of the
Christ. Why?

If there is no service in your church
on Christmas Day, why not take the
family and visit where there is a ser-

vice. If there is service in your church,
of course you and the family will

Vv^orship together — and you will find
that is delightful and helpful.

Christmas Sundays, and the other
special services, do much to mold
Christian character, and to strengthen
the unity of the family, when families
worship together.

CHRISTMAS STORIES
'' '-f^re arc many beautiful Christ-

im jlories that are so much the part
oi one culture that they should be
known by everyone. Each Christmas
it is a keen delight to read them again,
or hear someone tell them. Among
these famous stories are "The Other
Wise Man" by Henry Van Dyke, "Why
the Chimes Rang" by R. M. Alden,
"The Bird's Christmas Carol" by Kate
Douglass Wiggins, and "A Christmas
Carol" by Charles Dickens.

In the light of the Cliristmas tree,

with the family all gathered around,
the reading or telling of one of these
stories will bring great joy to the
family. Try it.

CHRISTMAS CAROL SINGING
It is an excellent thing for young

people to go Christmas carolling, to

sing for the shut-ins and older people.

Both the singers and the listeners are

delighted, enriched, made happier.

But it is also equally fine for the
family to sing together. The old organ
has practically passed out of the
home, and there are many outside
int -rists to attract attention and de-

irr ' time, but it is still a delight, for

the family to sing together in the

home "Silent Night," "It Came upon
the Midnight Clear," "O Little Town
of Bethlehem," and many other

beautiful carols knov/n and ' loved
around the world. The television

singers may show more talent, but
the home-singing will do the family
more good.

GOD'S DESIGN FOR LIVING

The composer sat listening while an
8,mateur violinist murdered his com-
position. After its close the composer
took the violin, and from the instru-

ment there poured forth in all its

beauty his dream of harmony and
composition. Finishing, he added
quietly, "That is what I intended."

So God took the initiative and in the

incarnation he poured forth into our
world, at Bethlehem, in Galilee, on
Calvery and at the empty tomb, the
purity, the beauty and the harmony
and power of his own divine quality

of life ; and in that perfect life of love

he said, "That is vdiat I intended
when I made man — not as a god but
with the regal dignity of a son of

God; Man under God with dominion
over nature."

T. T. Faichney
— In THE PULPIT

REMEMBER THE MISSIONARIES

When it is Christmas here it is

Christmas everywhere. In Europe and
America we have celebrated it longer
and more persistently than in many
other parts of the world. While we
have our family parties, church
parties and worship services, across
the world people of all nations and
races will join in similar observances.
More than three hundred mission-

aries of our Church, scattered to the
four corners of the earth, will be
sharing with the people of their

Etdopted country the fellowship of the

saints as they, too, remember the
birth of Jesus. They are far from
home. They know not the luxuries we
enjoy. They stand on the border line

between nations and races to extend
friendship and love in the name of
Immanuel. They are our friends, our
comrades.

In our rejoicing, and in our prayers,
it is fitting to remember them. They
fcjend us their greetings by way of the
throne of grace. We can meet them
in the manger-place. Say a prayer
for your missionary friends, for all

those who in far places bring beauty,
health, truth, goodness. They hold the
golden cord that binds the world to-

gether about the feet of God.

December 7, 1941, Angle Crew was
working in the Valley of Virginia
when she heard via radio of the attack
on Pearl Harbor. Now she is busy,
perhaps too busy, in the land of
cherry blossoms, her beloved Japan.
Think of others you know: call their
names and recall what you know
about them; give them your love
across the ether waves of the world.
Join in the songs that they sing, and
that they teach others to sing. Then
in very truth it will be Christmas
everywhere, everywhere.

The Christmas Rose, which blooms
at Christmas time, was long consider-
ed a remedy for insanity.

It is a Christmas custom in Poland
to spread hay under the table cloth
at dinner.

December 18, 1956 5



Mrs. J. L. Foster of Elon Conege
The first "Mother" at the Christian Orphanage, now 88,

Writes a poetic Christmas stor}|

THE LITTLE GRAY LAMB
Tonight as a family we gather,

As the Christmas season draws near —
The time of stories and carols,

That thrill us always to hear. ^ .

I had a request from my pastor,

"Will you a poem find

Conveying the thought of Christmas ?"

I puzzled o'er this in my mind.

For poems are for poets only

And not for such as I,

Whose thoughts run in prose lines —
But I had a mind to try.

As I thought of the many stories

I'd told in days gone by,

A favorite was "The Little Gray Lamb,"
Asked for when Christmas was nigh.

And so, I'll make 3^ou a poem,
Recalled from the days long ago.

' To the Little Gray Lamb you must listen.

For the legend says, "Truly, 'tis so."

This lamib was born to its mother.

Who loved it as all mothers do

;

She nourished it there on the hillside.

And the little iamb grew and grew,

'Til one day a strange thing happened •—
He found his coat was not right

!

The other lambs in the sheep fold

Had coats of glistening white.

His was so different from them,
So colorless and gray.

While they would gambol daily.

Close to his mother he'd stay.

Altho' they tried to be friendly.

With the iambs he would not play;
"

He grew sad and sorrowful.

Because his coat was gray.

How he. wished the sun would help him,
As it sent its golden rays
O'er the calm Judean hillside,

Where the sheep were wont to graze.

At night he'd beg the starshine

To change his coat of gray;
And in the morning, flowers.

That grew along the way.

One night when all was peaceful,

The little lamb could not sleep.

He heard some strange sweet music
That awakened not the sheep.

But the shepherds on the hillside

Heard the angels, sweet and clear

As their voices rang in chorus:
"Christ is born!" It filled the air.

The music was so lovely

The lam.b grew calm and still,

As he listened to the message
Of Great Peace and Goodwill.

"Let us go," the shepherds whispered,
"It isn't very far.

In Bethlehem town we'll find him,
If we're guided by the star."

So rising very quickly

In the gray and coming dawn,
They noticed not the gray lamb
Following them that morn.
They reached the holy manger.
Where the Christ Child lay,

The lamb in wonder gazing
At the baby on the hay.
Now his gray coat seemed no matter,
As humbly he knelt
Beside the Baby Christ Child —
Only humility he felt.

In peace and blissful quiet

The Baby stretched out his arm,
And rested on the lamb's head,
As if to keep it from harm.
And now the little gray lamb.
All rested from the touch,

Found it did not matter
About his coat — not very much.

Worshipful, the Shepherds,
Hastened on their way;
Left the little gray lamb.
Joyful to stay.

When finally the Baby
Removed his tiny hold,

The lamb crept out quietly

Back to the fold.

And as the sun was rising,

Bringing morning light.

He gazed in wonder at his coat.

Behold! Yes! You guessed it!

It was dazzling white!

!
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To calm the mind and fill your heart

Beyond all human skill?

Are you waiting for His touch

That has the power and will

And finds in people's friendly face

A welcome and abiding place.

The road to Bethlehem runs right through

The homes of folks like me and you."

Then, "It isn't far to Bethlehem town,

It's anywhere that God comes down,

(Written for Advent Worship Service

at Elon College Community Church, Dec. 9, 1956)

As a pastor it has been my custom to write a special letter to members and fiiends at Christmas. The letters

have gone to persons known and loved, comrades in work and worship, friends at a distance. It has been one

of the great joys of being a minister.

As an editor the situation is different, but a letter may yet be appropriate, or at least excusable.

It is pleasant to think that the 2,920 subscribers are all my friends, and that members of their families are,

too. At Christmas I shall think of all these families, and wonder about their joys and sorrows, hopes and fears.

What gifts will each receive? And what will they give? Will they be glad in heart because Jesus had a birth-

day on earth?

It was not easy for m.e to change from being pastor to serving as an editor. Strangers have recognized

me as a minister, but it will doubtless take a long time for anyone to see any symptoms of me being a writer.

However, the work is becoming a bit more natural, and it may be that after a long while success will crown

sincere efforts.

This issue will have much m.ore color than the others. It is Christmas, and v/e like to dress up. If the

colors happen to clash, or the arrangement is not perfect, please remember that those of us making the paper

have been doing it only half a year. Next Christmas we will try to do better.

We are greatly pleased that many new subscribers have been added to the list this fall. And v/e are equally

disappointed that a considerable number have let their subscriptions lapse. It is the sincere hope of all who
share in making and mailing the paper that we may continue to come to your homes.

Thank you, one and all, for the fine cooperation you have given us. News has come from many sources.

Churches have entered subscriptions for all their families. Kind words have been heard in many places. Invi-

tations have come to visit churches and conferences. All of these things are greatly appreciated, and help to

make life happy.

This is a wonderful time to live. Changes come so thick and fast that one must keep alert, or be lost in

0 skirmish. Social customs change, old alliances crumble and new ones are made almost over night,

. Ledom is in the air again and people everywhere are eager to breathe it, the superabundance in America is

finding needy refugees ready to consume it, "isms" that have been so boastful are finding their contentions

challenged by the success of m.oral character and Christian ideals. From this observation post it appears that

a nev/ day is really dawning in the East and the West. It just could happen in our time that Christ will become
the conquering King of the earth, and the birthday of Jesus be celebrated by all peoples who on earth do dwell.

Let me introduce my family, all of whom join me in trying to give you a good paper and in very best

wishes for a happy Christmas. Emily, the good wife, teaches a private first grade, serves as president of the

v/omen of the Southern Convention and shares in related national organizations, and feeds the family. Eliza-

beth, the teen-age daughter, plays clarinet in the high school band where she is a sophomore. Dorothy is

cake-baker for the family and her. school teacher. Harry plays trombone and basketball in grade school and
still does some study as well as look at television. All the children make very satisfactory grades, their

rather thinks, perhaps because they rate higher than he did during school days. The recent death of Mrs. H.

B. Carleton, mother and grand-mother, adds a tinge of sadness mingled with joy to the family at this Christ-

mas season. It reminds us that we are not earth-bound, that angels still sing to those who listen, that life

is eternal.

Now from all of us to all of you, a very, very merry Christmas, one that will send you singing into the

New Year, make you triumph over difficulties and sprinkle all your days with beauty, truth, and goodness.

CHRISTMAS LETTER
Dear Friends:

Ashcboro, North Carolina.
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BEVERLY HILLS showed Advent
pictures on the ninth and sixteenth;
the twenty-first there will be a chil-

dren's program and visit by Santa
Claus; and Sunday evening the 23rd
there will be the annual Communion.

BURLINGTON minister invites

parents to have their babies chris-

tened at the morning service next
Sunday.

UNITED CHURCH in Raleigh had
a Christmas party Sunday afternoon
at four sponsored by the Sunday
school council which closed with the
"manger service" and the presenta-
tion of gifts for adopted welfare fam-
ilies. That morning the minister gave
his Christmas story sermon, and the
choir rendered a Christmas cantata.
Christmas Eve the midnight candle
and carol service will begin at 11:15
and will mark the night of the Nativi-
ty in quiet simple reverence.

AT ELON the minister has spoken
on the "Book of the Centuries," and
the "Church of the Centuries." Next
Sunday the topic is "The Man of the
Centuries." Family night was obser-
ved at the parish house December 9
with carols, worship, and the poem
given on page 10. There was a pageant
last Sunday evening with "White
Gifts." Next Sunday evening there
will be the "Hanging of the Greens."
Extra music for each service was
given by college and community
choirs. Christmas morning there will

be Communion at 8, 8:30, 9, and 9:30.

IIAVv/' RIVER Congregational Chris-

tin ns joined with Baptists on Decem-
ber 16 in giving a cantata, "The Story

of Christmas." Friday night tlie

Church School will present the pag-
eant, "Why the Chimes Rang" and
give a treat to the children. Sunday
morning they v/ill have their Christ-

mas Worship Service and Carol Sing.

BETHLEHEM, Disputanta, planned
to present a pageant with music by
the choir.

IREGATIONAL CHRIS-
JLE has had a "White

Gift" service, and numerous Christ-

mas parties, including one for the
Sunday school on the twentieth. The
Sunday school Christmas pageant will

be given at five o'clock next Sunday
after-noon.

AT ASHEBORO members will be
received at the morning service next
Svmday and a musical program by the
four choirs will present "The Story
of Christmas."

RICHMOND planned a Sunday
school Christmas party for December
23, with the Women's Fellowship
sponsoring it, the Tri M Club buying
the tree, and the Pilgrim Fellowship
doing the decoration.

AT SUFFOLK next Sunday morn-
ing there will be the reception of
members and Christening of infants.

Christmas Eve at eight o'clock there
will be a candle light service of wor-
ship. The Christmas Choral Concert
was December 16.

SAMPLES ONLY are these brief

statements of what is being done in

the two hundred churches of the
Southern Convention at this Christ-

mas time. Imagine the number who
are taking pai-t in the programs, think
of the thrill that comes to those who
through music and drama approach
the manger of Jesus, and consider the
difference that Christmas makes in

the lives of people. We are not yet
];erfect, but Christmas helps to in-

spire us to try to be.

SO LET US PRAY
For the Christmas celebrations around the world —

that there may not be this year so much empty show
in it, but more joy, more consciousness of good news
to be shared, "for unto us is born a Savior."

For Christmas in all lands —
that day by day throughout this year the joy of the
Lord may be in their faces, that men may see it, that
the abundance of this joy "may abound to their

liberality," as they try to share with others their

good news.

For the area where Jesus Himself lived on earth,

Palestine — that strife may cease there, that the

groups living now in so terrible dissonance may

8

learn instead the joy of our Lord and express Him
better in their lives.

For all missionaries, who are trying day by day to live in

joy the niessage of Jesus to their fellow men. More
specifically, for any one missionary whom you know
personally, that Christ's joy may be in him — full,

overflowing, to bless the lives about him.

For your own church —
that there the joy of the Lord may be increasingly

known and told and shared.

For peace on earth, good will among men.

~ Ruth Isabel Seabury, 1935

The Christian Sun



'IF CHRISTMAS

; Hamilton

Christmas is a-inood, a spirit, a
moral and spiritual reality. It's an
attitude of great moral expectation,

a Tealization that the spiritual is

supreme in human experience. Its

jrc;it secret is not in getting anything,

but in giving, especially of one's self

for the need and welfare of others

less fortunate. Yes, the heart of

Christmas is a gift, the gift of God,
who so loved his world that he gave
his only begotten Son. Christirns

means that God has entered (
'

human experience, through a lit

Babe, cradled in a manger. . . TIil

Creator of the ends of the earth, the
infinite Father of all mankind has
made himself known to us, fully and
gloriously. That is the miracle of

Christmas, that Immanucl, God with

us, is a fact of histoi'y and joy of our
experience.

Christmas is the Christian's birth-

day. It is a time of joy and gladness,

of mirth and merriment, because. . .

God is with us. . . We are not alone,

homeless and friendless, because he is

our Home and our Friend. This is

friendship time. Gifts given and re-

ceived are but tokens, which, though

handled by hands, can only he held

by hearts. And who originated it?

Who is its maker? "The Lord of all

being, throned afar, whose glory

flames in siin and star." . . . Only
Christ makes Christmas a time of

friendship, a time of great, surpassing
gladness. He is the heart of Christ-

m:is. the guarantee of God's love for

us.

'^^^'T.ji, ^.i'JiA ^.-i.;..J, ^.^vsfis. '.'^"Hi. "•»^'»

SPF.CIAL SERVICES AT
BF.L r vr'; ^ '-^EEK

may

.Suudiiy, i)ccc!n;j.:r U, was a day of

inspiration and consecration for our
c'hi! "h at Belew's Creek.

G. H. Vcazey, a beloved former
n-, assisted the pastor, Rev. J.

Elobert Bennett, in the service.

Three babies were christened. Six

members were received into churcli

tnembership, two on confession of

faith and four by letters of transfer.

This was followed by a consecration
•O' iiinion service.

.ire looking torv/ard to the new
vc- ,vith great anticipation.

A PRAYER FOR CHILDREN
ON CHRISTMAS MORNING

Let angels sing a little song

Deep in my heart the whole day long

Let me be satisfied and glad

With every gift that I have had.

And let me think the kindly things

That ai'e as gay as birds on wings.

In everything I say or do, dear Jesus

Let me be like you! Amen

eet

J. Earl Danietey

December 29 the executive commit-
tee of the Laymen's Fellowship of the

Southern Convention is called to meet
at the Convention Office at Elon Col-

lege. The meeting will open promptly
at 2 : 30 P. M. The president, vice presi-

dent, and secretary of each Confer-

ence Laymen's Fellowship is a mem-
ber of this executive committee. Of-

ficers of the District Fellowships are

urged to attend. The committee also

includes the Convention Fellowship
officers and the immediate past presi-

dent of this Fellowship. PLEASE
make your plans to attend this IM-
PORTANT meeting.

February 17, 1957, is the date for

the Annual Laymen's Rally at Elon
College. Speakers will include Dr.

Alford Carleton and Mr. Walter
Graham..

August 23-25, 1957, is the time for

the first National Convention of Con-
gregational Christian and Evangelical
and Reformed laymen at Oberlin col-

lege, Oberlin, Ohio.

Remember the latter dates, and look
for further announcements in this

paper.

CHRISTMAS EVE

When Christmas Eve is here again

And stars arc shining bright.

There comes the time to read once

more

Of that first Christmas night.

So, from the Bible's open page,

By this small candle's light.

Let all the family hear again

The story of that holy night.

Hazel A. Lewis

CHRISTMAS SYMBOLS

The Trinity

The Equilateral Triangle, sym-
bol of the Trinity: the three

sngles combine to make one
complete figure.

The Lily

Of alm-ost fifty Marys men-
tioned in the Book of Saints, the
mc;' ^sas is, of course
rr: ake 1:26-31).

The Fie-

One 01 che most popular sym-
bols for Mary. It v^'as selected

by the French Kings as their

symbol and later was used in the

banner of Jeanne d'Arc.

The Unicorn
A familiar symbol of our

Lord; early accepted as a sym-
bol of purity and therefore

especially related to the Virgin
and the birth of Jesus.

The Manger
Suggestive of the simplicity

and poverty surrounding the
birth of Jesus and typical of

his entire life.

The Christmas Rose
Sjonbol of the Nativity and of

Messianic prophecy, a white
hardy rose that blooms at

Christmas.

THE BEST CHRISTMAS GIFT
Many, of our churches will receive

members on next Sunday, Christmas
Sunday. What better gift could we
bring to Jesus whose birthday we
celebrate than a life dedicated to his

service? Surely nothing we could do
v/ould be more meaningful to us, our
families, friends — and to the world— than the acceptance of the Chris-
tian vv^ay of life on Christ's birthday.
If you are a reader of this paper, and
have never taken this iro-portant step,

please think about it NOW.
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A "Giving" Or A
"Gettmg" Christmas

In our Sunday schools, teachers

have the power to mold character that

shall be free from greed and self-seek-

ing and shall be ever m-ore and more
Christlike. Every Sunday's work in

the school should see more and more
of such characters.

Have our Sunday school teachers
thought of it? Perhaps this month
they can and will take a forward step

that will carry the children a long
way ahead in this direction.

Many, many of our schools have
had the custom of a Christmas tree

or treat with presents given by a
benevolent cotton-bearded Santa to

all the school. How the children look
forward to it! But just think a min-
ute. Is it to giving or getting that the

children look forward? Are they in

this act and exercise being trained to

selfishness or unselfishness?

It is not to be said that a Christmas
tree or treat is a mark of selfishness.

Maybe the Sunday school has in-

herited the idea or tradition from the

days when this exercise was the only
friendliness or benevolence the chil-

dren had. Then, indeed, a Christmas
of giving toys, a red apple, a luscious

orange, and other joy-bringers was
the right sort of Christmas.

But now when many if not all the
children receive from several sources
more than the school gives, would it

not be worthwhile to "face about" for

Christmas, and help the pupils to re-

reive that which is the greatest gift

of all, the spirit of the unselfish

Christ who ever gave Himself.

Why not plan a "giving" Christmas
for your Sunday school? Have an
exercise that brings out the needs of

other children for whom Christ gave
Himself, but of Whom they have
never heard. Let your school give

these needy ones a chance to learn of

the Christ Who gave us Christmas.
They hava no Christmas in non-
Christian lands.

Why not our schools — your school
— join in a crusade of giving Christ-

mas to those who never heard of such
a glad day? Herein is true joy for

2 our school — and seeds of real life

j.nd growth.

J. O. Atkinson in THE
CHRISTIAN SUN,
December 14, 1921

CHRISTMAS MORNING
The angel host sped last night.

Bearing the v/ondrous news afar,

Came in their ever-glorious flight

Unto a slumbering little star.

"Awake and sing, O Star!" they cried.

"Awake and glorify the morn!
Herald the tidings far and wide —

He that shall lead his flock is born!"

The little star av/oke and sung
As only stars in rapture may,

And presently where church bells hung
The joyous tidings found their way.

"Awake, O bells! 'tis Christmas morn
Awake and let thy music tell

To all mankind that nov/ is born
That Shepherd who loves his lambkins well."

They rang the bells as fled the night

O'er dreaming land and drowsing deep.

And coming with the morning light.

They called, my child, to you asleep.

"Awake and sing! 'tis Christmas morn,
Whereon all earth salutes her King!

In Bethlehem is the Shepherd born.

Awake, O little lamb, and sing!"

So, my child, kneel at my feet,

And with those voices from above
Share thou this holy time Vv^'ith me.

The universal hymn of love.

—Eugene Fields

IN THE CHRISTIAN SUN, 1916

ORIGIN OF SANTA CLAUS

It is the opinion of most people that

the legend of Santa Claus had its

origin in Nichols, Bishop of Myra,
who lived long, long ago in the fourth
century. After he died he v/as made
the patron saint of several cities and
still later he was made the special

patron saint of children. In the beg-

gining St. Nichol's Day was celebrated

about the middle of the month of De-
cember as a children's festival.

Santa Claus is known by different

names in different countries: St.

Nicholas in Holland, Kris Kringle in

Germany, and Pere Noel in France
are examples.

The belief that Santa Claus comes
down the chimney grew out of the

old English custom of sweeping down
the chimneys at New Year's in order

to bring good luck upon the house.

Mrs. Dorothy Todd in

THE CHRISTIAN SUN
December 12, 1946

A CHRISTMAS PRAYER

O God, our loving Father, help us

rightly to remember the birth of

Jesus, that we may share in the song

of the Angels, the gladness of the

Shepherds, and the worship of the

Wise Men. Close the door of hate and

open the door of love all over the

world. Let kindness come with every

gift and good desires with every

greeting. Deliver us from evil by the

blessing that Christ brings, and teach

us to be merry with clear hearts. May
the Christmas morning make us happy
to be Thy children and the Christmas
evening bring us to our beds with
grateful thoughts, forgiving and for-

given, for Jesus' sake. Amen.

Robert Louis Stevenson

Port Natal in the Province of the

Union of South Africa, was so named
because it was discovered on Christ-

mas day, 1497.

10 The Christian Sur



This issue completes the set of eight

pictures for children to color, showing

Christmas customs in different coun-

tries. Belgian children were seen

fixing food for St. Nicholas' horse,

German children decorating a Christ-

mas tree, Spanish children lighting

candles before a shrine, the Kristkind
bringing gifts in Switzerland, English
children bringing a yule log from the
forest, and Mexican children breaking
a "pinata" filled with Christmas good-
ies. Below is the familiar scene of

stockings hung up in an American
home. And all children of the world
unite in the custom of going to

Church on Christmas.

CHRISTMAS IN HUNGARY
We are remembering the many suf-

fering people in Hungary at this

Christmas season. In normal times
each family would have a round coffee

cake vdth three candles. The father
would light the first candle on Christ-

mas Eve, saying "Christ is born," to

which the family would respond, "He
ip born indeed." The second candle
would be lit at noon on Christmas
Day. The warm candle would be
taken to the barn by the father and
put in the grain. The number of grains

sticking to it would supposedly fore-

tell what his crops would be like for

the coming year. The third candle

would be lit on New Year's Day. The
cake would be cut on the sixth of

January, with each member of the

family having a slice to symbolize his

share in the good fortune of the

coming year.

AN AUSTRIAN CHRISTMAS
The Austrians are exemplifying the

Christmas spirit this year by receiv-

ing many Hungarian refugees. We re-

member Austria for the song, "Silent

Night." The fartherest mountaineer in

the Austrian Alps lights a fagot at

midnight and goes to the home of his

nearest neighbor. He is joined by

members of that household bearing-

lighted torches, who go on to the next
house, gathering people as they go
until they reach the village. The vil-

lagers join them and all take their
lighted tapers to the village church
where they sing, "Christ the Savior
is Born."

CHRISTMAS !N THE PHILIPPINES
Protestants are studying about

Southeast Asia this year, and so we
think of Christmas in the Philippine
Islands. There it is warm, and the
Christmas entertainments can be out
cf-doors. Christmas carols will be
sung to the melody of twanging
guitars. On Christmas Eve everyone
cibove the age of twelve eats "Cola-
cion," composed of cooked root crops
and fruit. One or two members of a
family will stay home to entertain
visitors, while the others will go to
a friend's home for the feast, for
Christmas in the Philippines is a sea-
son of great hospitality.

PICTURES FOR CHILDREN TO COLOR

American Children Hang Their Stockings By the Fire Children of All Nations Go to Church Christmas Day
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The Nf

Background Scripture: Revelation 21.

Devotional Reading: Revelation 7:9-17.

John is trying to say what cannot

be said. He is trying to describe what
defies description. The best he can

do is to use figurative language to

present facts. In beautiful and ma-
jestic and mysterious language he

tells of the ultimate conquest of evil

and the eternal reign of righteous-

ness. He describes the Church as

readied for eternal fellowship with

God and Christ. He sees in his in-

spired vision, the new heaven and the

new earth, predicted by prophets, and
promised in Christ. Back of the
imagery of this chapter there are
several fundamental characteristics of

this new order, four to be exact.
'

A REDEEf^ED
The citizenship of t v I-. : / Jeru-

salem, representing the new order
ultimately assured by the power of

God, will be composed of the redeemed
of the earth. Thru faith in Christ,

they have come into a state, whereby
they become members of the redeem-
ed community. They will enter into

c. new life far beyond their fondest
dreams. They will be redeemed from
the frustrations and the failures of

human life. There will be no more
tears, nor sorrow, nor death, nor pain,

for these former things are passed
away. All things have become new.
And in the midst of this redeemed
people will be God himself. Indeed
so real will be his presence that there
will be no need of a temple, the sym-

.^1

e New Eortli

bol of his presence. God will dwell

with them, and they with God. And in

his presence there will be fulness of

joy, and at his right hand, pleasures

forevermore. It should be noted that

this new order, this nev/ heaven and
new earth comes not by man's efforts,

but by God's power. The new Jeru-

salem "comes down out of heaven,"

it does not spring up out of earth.

God alone can bring in the Kingdom.
But man can cooperate v/ith God in

bringing in the Kingdom.

A HOLY ORDER
John- makes, it clear that there is

nothing unclean or unholy in the new
order. The fearful and unbelieving,
the abominable, murderers, whore-
mongers, sorcerers, idolaters, and
liars must remain "outside the city

limits." Nothing that would defile the
community of the redeemed shall

enter its gates. There shall be no
night there and no darkness — no
opportunity or desire for^cvil, no
selfishness, no greed, no dark road on
which a man may be lost. God himself
If the light thereof. There is some-
thing sobering about these words.
Men and v/omen v/ho have not culti-

vated a taste for the spiritual, who
have not learned that man cannot live

by bread alone, v/ho depend upon
things for satisfaction, v/ill be wholly
cut of place there. Indeed, they would
have nothing in common v/ith the
redeemed community.

AN INTERNATIONAL ORDER
The New Jerusalem is populated,

not simply by Anglo-Saxons, or
Protestants, or Americans, or those of
any particular nationality. It is a
truly international and interracial and
interdenominational community. It is

big enough to accommodate all — the
dimensions John gives express this in

a figurative or symbolic v/ay. All

nations shall come into it. There will

no longer be competition but coopcr-

;!tion; no longer war, but peact

Whatever else the eternal home of thi

fpirit of man is, it is a place bij

enough to hold the redeemed of Goc
in every century and every country

2nd a place that is characterized bj

the spirit oC brotlierliness, good-will

and lov^'
;

-UL ORDER
When Joiiu Littempts to describe the

New Jerusalem, he deals in superla-

tives. V/alls of jasper, houses, and
even the streets of pure gold, gates

of pearl, foundations of precious

stones. Take it literally if you want
to. It was not meant to be taken
literally. V/.hat the inspired writer was
saying was that the New Jerusalem
was a place of beauty and lov; Kn: ss,

the gift of God to his childrcii. Its

gates shall be open by day and hy
night.

Our journey here on earth is a life-

long struggle between the good and
the evil. It is a journey from what
we are to what we ought to be. It is

an effort to make the imperfect to

become perfect. Man is haunted hy
the ideal or the dream of a bettJr
order, divinely dissatisfied w i 1 h
things as they arc, eternally hopeful
tha.t some day he will bo able to live

;! better life, and that the earth will

become a better earth. It is not an idle

dream, a ghastly moclccry. This great
chapter is an effort to assure us that
there is a brighter and better tomor-
row, that sometime we shall see the
travail of our souls and be satisfied.

And of course the practical point of
this lesson is that we can start today
and live and serve in such a way that
we can help to make the dream come
true. The Nev/ Year brings us tlie

chance to make a new starl Hi't

nothing will come of a new stat mi-
less it springs from a new heart. God
can help us, and we can help Gorl.

Let us forget the things that lie

behind, and looking toward the things
that lie ahead, let us press toward
the mark and the goal of a new earth
and a new heaven.

SUNDAY ZZ','0^^\ LESSON

i956

By Rov. ri. S. Ilardcastlc, D. D.

Pastor of Eerea and Oakland
Congregational Christian

Churches, Chuckatuck, Va.

Memory Selection
: And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying. Behold the

tablernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they
shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God.
And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes ; and there shall be no
more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more
pain; for the former things are passed away. Revelation 21:3-4.
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11 Christ Was Bom ^^---^-f^

L. E. Smith

More than nineteen hundred years

ago the world lay in darkness of

doubt and insecurity with only hope
and expectations. The hope that

prophecy v/ould be fulfilled and that

Christ, the hope of the world, would
be born. The expectation of that great

day kept hope alive. On Christmas
night while weary shepherds kept

watch over their flocks, the heavens
were lighted up by a mysterious light

and a joyous song came out of the

skies, "Glory to God in the highest,

and on earth peace, good will to men.
For unto you is born this day in the

city of David a Saviour, which is

Christ the Lord."

The angels celebrated the first

birthday of the Saviour. The whole
world celebrates his birthday today.

We do not know the exact date of his

birth, but as the end of the year ap-

proaches, we happily proclaim the

twenty-fifth day of December as

Christmas Day, the day on which the

Christ child was born. The wise men
rejoiced at his coming and went in

search of him. A concentrated light

in the form of a shining star guided

them in their search. As the star stood

fibove him, they fell down and pre-

sented unto him gifts of gold, frank-

incense and myrrh. Gold as King,

frankincense as Prince and myrrh as

Physician.

That day the spirit of giving was
born into the world and on through
the years, grateful hearts have kept
this spirit of giving alive.

Already, appeals are being made
by word of mouth and through public

press for gifts for the needy, that no
one may be forgotten, that the less

fortunate may share in the happiness

of this joyous day, the birthday of

Christ.

Send your Christmas cards with
their messages of hope and peace.

Sing your songs of joy and of praise.

Offer your prayers of gratitude and
of thanksgiving. Open your purses

and present your gifts in recognition

of God's great gift to the world and to

us.

APPORTIONMENT GIVING
Weary travelers were returning

from a long journey as they observed
familiar scenes evidencing the ap-

proaching of the end of the journey.

They gave a sigh of relief and an ex-

pression of joy.

Our churches and Sunday schools
have been on a year's journey en-

deavoring to discharge their total

responsibilities assigned by the
church for our college, the churches'

institution of higher learning. Decem-
ber 7 indicates quite definitely that

we are approaching the end of this

year's journey. There have been many
bright things and possibly dark ones
along the way, and what a thrill it

would be if we could come to the end
of the year's journey with all respon-
sibilities met, with a total for the
college of $35,000.00. It is not im-
possible, but at this date it seems a
bit improbable. The report to date
brings the total contribution to

$28,574.97. We have four more Sun-
days to go and the last Sunday in

1956 is the fifth Sunday. What an
opportunity every church in the con-
vention has to see that during the
month of December we close the year
with generous contributions for the
support of our college.

- . CARLTON
The J. W. Carlton family of Rich-

mond, Virginia was and is one of the
fine families of the state of Virginia.
The worthwhileness of the members
of the family demonstrated itself

when destruction struck Elon College
with a costly fire which completely
destroyed the original building Jan-
uary 18, 1923. The children of Mr.
J. W. Carlton came to the rescue. At
the most opportune time, these friends
of the college stepped forth in Chris-
tian sacrifical likeness and exceeding
generosity, and provided the funds for
the erection of a modern and excellent
library building, the cost of which
was $100,000.00, and is known as the
Carlton Library. In the erection of
this building Messrs. P. J. Carlton,
L. A. Carlton, Herbert Carlton and
Mrs. Thomas Parrot, a sister, stamped
their names, and the names of their
family, indelibly upon the minds and
hearts of all who love Elon College,
and on the education buildings on the
college campus. Every student that
has entered Elon College since 1923
and every student that shall enroll
in Elon College so long as the building
stands, will be introducted to the
members of this famous family and
will share in the benefits of their con-
tribution to the cause of Christian
Higher Education.

Mr. Pleasant J. Carlton died years
ago and was buried in the city of
Richmond. Mrs. Parrot, later Mrs.
Dolph Long, died in Newm.an, Georgia,
and was buried there. Today, Decem-
ber 7, 1956, the funeral services were
heard in Ingram Christian Church for
our good friend and co-laborer, Luther
Carlton. We followed his remains to
the cemetery at Pleasant Grove Chris-
tian Church and laid them to rest
in the family plot. May God rest his
weary soul and.give to him. an eternal
inheritance that shall not pass away.
Luther Carlton was a quiet, peace-

ful individual, a man of few words
but of a wide vision and a great soul.

He never did anybody any harm, but

—Continued on Page 15

Joy to the world! the Lord is come:
Let earth receive her king,

Let every heart prepare him room,
And heav'n and nature sing.

Joy to the earth, the Saviour reigns:

Let men their songs employ,
While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains

Repeat the sounding joy.

He rules the world with truth and grace.

And makes the nations prove
The glories of . his righteousness.

And wonders of his love.

And wonders of his love.

And wonders, wonders of his love.

— Isaac Watts, 1719
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Christmas At Our Home For Children

John G. Truitt, Superintendent

It's Christmas on our campus,

And a very pretty sight

Just to watch the children gathering

In the dancing candle light ;

Were their spirits ever lighter

Or their faces e'er so bright?

Their little hearts are pounding

'Neath the tree and Christmas star

As they see so many presents

And are wondering what they are;

Those little folks are waiting

For a dolly or a car.

Oh! pray that every laddie,

Ere he sleeps whatever betide,

Will receive his cherished auto,

Every Tom and Tim and Clyde,

And that every little 'mother'

Sleeps a dolly by her side

!

Dear Friends

:

The above, one of my own Christ-

mas poems, expresses the longing of

little folks that Christmas will not

disappoint them. And it will not. I

know that already. They will have
gifts and gifts. But what I am won-
dering is whether or not all the

friends of this Home will help to lay

a solid foundation for their future by
sending enough money to make and
keep this the place for them it should

be. To let it be otherwise is to build

their hopes and their house on the

sands.

In 1921 I bought the letter-opener

which I hold in my hand from the

bookshop at Princeton. It was beauti-

ful then, made of copper and trimmed
in the Princeton colors — black and
gold. And now, although the colors

have faded, it is more beautiful still

because of the many letters it has
opened. And Christmas cards! In 35
Christmases one can receive a lot of

Christmas cards. This letter-opener

stands like a gaily uniformed guard
at the gate beautiful. I hope before

New Year's day it will open letters

to meet all the needs of this Children's

Home for 1956. Whether it does or

doesn't, a merry Christmas and a

happy New Year to each of you!
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MONTHLY OFFERINGS
Amount brought forward $ 3,978.34

Eastern Nosth Carolina Conference
Clayton $ 7.50

Damascus, S.S. 48.00
Ebenezer 50.00

Fayetteville 10.00

Hope Mills 3.20

Liberty (Vance) 135.00
Morrisville — Thanksgiving 28.55

Pleasant Union 75.00
Southern Pines 253.00

Wake Chapel — Thanksgiving 1427.30 $2035.55

Eastern Virginia Conference
Bethlehem (Nans.), S.S.

Mt. Carmel, S.S. — Special

New Lebanon, S.S. — Thanksgiving
Norfolk, Bay View, S.S.

Bayside — Thanksgiving
Windsor

60.51

24.91

2.74

8.50

45.00

lo.oa 151.1

Worth Carolina and Virginia Conference
Apple's Chapel
Eelew Creek, S. S.

Bethel, S.S.

Burlington, First 670.35
Burlington, Lakeview 37.00
Durham — Thanksgiving 100.00
Greensboro, First — Special 193.35
Greensboro, First

Greensboro, Palm St. — Special ..

40.00

13.24

9.07

144.90

75.00

Greensboro, Palm St. 174.00

Mebane — Thanksgiving
Mt. Zion •— Thanksgiving
Pfafftown
Pleasant Grove —• Thanksgiving
South Boston
Tryon

40.00

14.27

15.35

22.00

1.30

60.00

Western North Carolina Conference
Albemarle — Thanksgiving 48.35

Asheboro 4.70

Mt. Pleasant 36.00

Ramseur, S.S. — Thanksgiving 57.10

Virginia Valley Conference
Bethel, S.S. 42.00

Newport, S.S. — Thanksgiving 34.58

Winchester, S.S. 10.00

1609.83

146.15

86.58

Total

Grand Total

SPECIAL OFFERINGS
Amount brought forward
Mrs. Belle F. Robinson, Albany, N. Y $ 25.00

Mary Sue Brittle S.S. Class, Bethlehem (Nans) Ch 5.00

Lehigh Valley Railroad Co. (dividend) 80.00

Friendly Service Gift, Frankford Cong. Church,
Philadelphia, Pa. 25.00

Friendly Service Gift, Group IV, Woman's Fellowship,

Union Cong. Church, Waupun, Wis. 15.00

Friendly Service Gift, Lunenburg, Mass., Cong. Church .... 10.00

.$ 4,029.77

.$ 8,008.11

.$10,401.81
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H. O. Byrd, Suffolk, Va - 10.00

In Memory of Dr. C. E. Newman 5.00

Thanksgiving Offerings:

Roger Gant, Sr., Burlington, N. C 25.00

Shallow Ford Christian Church 100.00

Mr. & Mrs. W. G. Sharpe, Reidsville, N. C 25.00

Martha & Snencer Love Foundation, Greensboro, N.C. 250.00

Plymouth Christian Church 5.55

Apple's Chapel Cong. Christian Church 55.47

Women's Aux., Berea Christian Church, Driver, Va. 10.00

C. E. Piland Holland, Va 25.00

Oak Grove Christian Church 13.00

Primary Children, First Cong. Christian Church,
Norfolk, Va 4.82

Pov. Fr-^d L. F-^s^ev. New York, N. Y 10.00

Mr. & Mrs. J. R. Carter. Ruffin, N. C. 5.00

Mr. & Mrs. T. C. Farrell, Pittsboro, N. C. 100.00

Gibsonville Christian Church -.. 21.15

Piney Plain Church 32.22

Dr. Wm. H. Stratford, Winter Park. Florida 50.00

Mrs. Luther Johnson, Winchester, Va. 2.00

Mr. Charles Apel. Morehead, Ky. 10.00

S. M. Holland Suffolk, Va. 25.00

A Friend, High Point, N. C. 60.00

Wallace H. Owen, Gibsonville, N. C. 5.00

United Cone. Christian Church, Winston-Salem. N. C. 31.97

H. P. Hilliard, Kittrell, N. C. 6.00

J. H. Johnson, Norfolk, Va. 10.00

Cong. Church. Lake Helen, Florida 11.66

Mrs. Carroll Monger, Elkton, Va. 5.00

Union Christian Church, Virgilina, Va. 7.70

Rev. B. R. Cosby, Lynchburg. Va 5.00

Miss Lura Kennedy, Worthville, N. C. 40.00

Pleasant Ridge (R) Missionary Society - 5.00

Eure Christian Sunday School 35.00

Christmas Gifts:

Miss Cleo Cash, Hunterdale, Franklin, Va. 2.00

Jane Webster Wright Circle, Asheboro Cong.
Christian Church 14.00

Happy Sharer's Club, Greensboro, N. C. 20.00

Missionary Society. Shelton Memorial Church,
Portsmouth, Va. 10.00

Frances Goodrich Fellowship, First Congregational
Church, Asheville, N. C. 20.00

Special Gifts 122.90

Total .-.$ 1,355.44

Grand Total $11757.25
Total for the Week $ 5,385.21

Total for the Year $19,765.36

e™:" memorial gifts
Dear Dr. Truitt:

Please accept the enclosed $ as a memorial gift

to the Christian Orphanage in memory of:

(NAME OF DECEASED) (CITY) (PATE OF DEATH)

Name .-

Address

LUTHER CARLTON
(Continued from Page 13)

did many people a great deal of good.
He was a loyal citizen, a good neigh-
bor, a true friend, a devoted husband
and a true servant of God. His going
away has left a vacancy in his com-
munity, in his church, and in his home
that no one else can fill.

Mr. Carlton was a member of the
Board of Trustees of Elon College for
years and years. So long as health
permitted he was present for all ses-
sions of the board and contributed
v/isdom and guidance as we sought
solution of the numerous problems of
the college.

In the days of financial crisis he
gave generously and liberally. Not
at any time did he fail to do what
he considered his share. I know that
he will be missed in many, many
places, but not any more, save in his
family circle, than in the official

affairs and economic life of Elon
College, his college, the college of his
Church.

CHRISTMAS BEATITUDES
Blessed are they who find Christ-

mas in the fragrant greens, the cheer-
ful holly, and the soft flicker of
candles.

To them shall corns bright memo-
ries of lovs and happiness.

Blessed are they v/ho find Christ-
mas in the Christmas Star.

Their lives may ever reflect its

beauty and its light.

Blessed are t'hey v/ho find Christ-
mas in the happy music of Christmas
time.

They shall have a song of joy ever
singing in their hearts.

Blessed are they v/ho find Christ-
mas in the age-old story of a Baby
born in Bethlehem.

To them a little child will always
mean hope and promise to a troubled
world.

Blessed are they v/ho find Christ-
mas in the joy of gifts sent lovingly
to others.

They shall share the gladness and
joy of the shepherds and wise men of
old.

Blessed arc they who find Christ-

mas in the message of the Prince of

Peace,

| ney will ever sli ive to help him
bring Peace on Earth, Good Will to

Men,

Estelle Lane, 1946
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NOEL, NOEL, NOEL, NOEL,
BORN IS THE KING OF ISRAEL!
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